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Indonesia blames provocation by demonstrators for Dili attack

PM deplores killings

By MARK METHERELL,
diplomatic

Canbema

The Indonesian Government
last night sought to blame pro-
vocative demonstrators for
Tuesday’s killings in East
Timor, in the face of inter-
national outrage, including
condemnation by the Prime
Minister, Mr Hawke.

Mr Hawke told Parliament yes-
terday that he deplored the loss of
life in what he said was “‘an appali-
ing tragedy” In which many
people had been killed.

Latest estimates put the death
toll at between 30 and 60, with
scores more seriously wounded
after the Indonesian military
opened fire with semi-automatic
weapons on a crowd of mourning
demonstrators in the East Timor-
ese capital, Dill.

Mr Hawke said Canberra had
urged the Indonesian Government
to conduct a thorough investiga-
tion and deal appropriately with
those responsible for any breach-
es of human

He said the Govemmenl was
very deeply disturbed by the
reports from Dili. “We deplore the
loss of innocent life. While many
details remain unclear, it is now
evident that an appalling traged:;
has occurred in which maay
people have been killed.”

Last night, the Indonesian em-
bassy in Canberra said in a state-
ment that members of the security
forces had tried to calm about
2000 demonstrators, marching to
the local Santa Cruz cemetery.

The statement, which made no
direct reference to the many
reports that the forces opened fire
on a defenceless crowd, said that
some strators had
excited” and seriously injured an
army deputy battalion command-
er. “That brutal event apparently
had forced the security personnel
to react,” the statement said.

A senior official from the Aus-
tralian embassy in Jakarta, Mr
David Binns, arrived in Dili late
yesterday to see if any Australians
still required help, and to report
on events in Dill.

One Australian resident — a stu-
dent from the University of New
South Wales, Mr Kamal
— s reported to have died yester-
day from wounds sustained im the
shooting. Mr Bamadhaj, 20, born
in Maiaysia and the holder of a
New Zealand passport, had been
living and studying in Australia for
the past two years. It is believed
he was in East Timor as a tourist.

Two other Australians, Mr
Anthony Balmain, and an
worker, Mr Bob Muntz, who was
injured while trying to escape the
gunfire, are reported to be safe.

in a day of world outrage over
the shootings, the United States
urged the indonesians to conducta
{ull inquiry, and the United

ons’ Secretary-General, Mr
Perez de Cuellar, deplored the in-
cident.

Bowing to the international
pressure, Indonesia said it would
investigate the killings.

The Indonesian embassy state-
ment released last night said the
demonstrators waved Fretilin

carried and

flags, placards, sharp,
pointed instruments and iong
knives, provoking the soldiers.
But an American journalist
beaten during the killings, Mr
Allan Nairn, of the ‘New Yorker
magazine, and a fellow US journal-
ist, Ms Amy , said the
demonstrators had not been asked
to disband and were not allowed to

If Australia does not take
the strongest stand on the
killings in Timor, what
credibility can we claim
when laying down the law
to, say, South Africa or Iraq?
Or do human and
democratic rights only
become relevant outside
our region?

Editorial, PAGE 13.
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go home. Instead, soldiers con-
verged on the demonstrators from
two sides and opened fire into the
crowd, which started to flee.

In Jakarta yesterday, the chief
of Indonesia’s armed forces,
Geaeral Try Sutrisno, said that 30
peopie “at the most” were killed
and 20 others injured when troops
opened fire.

“If the foreign press said 100
had died, that is too much. The
number of those who died, [ am
certain, would not reach 100 — let
us say 50 at the most, 20 injured,
and no foreigners are among the
victims,” Geaeral Try toid Agence
France Presse.

“We regret what happened but
it must be realised that they (fight-
ers against Indonesian rule) are
brutal,” General Try was quoted
as saying.

Late iast night the Timorese Op-
position spokesman, Mr Jose Ra-
mos Horta, warned that a crack-

down by the Government against
activists was spreading to the inte-
rior of East Timor.

Earlier, the Australian Foreign
Minister, Senator Evans, raised
Australia’s concerns over the
shootings with his Indonesian
counterpart, Mr Al Alatas, at the
Asia Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion conference in Seoul.

he was certain that no one in au-
thority in Jakarta or Dili had auth-
orised the shooting, and said it
would seem it had occurred after
soldiers panicked.

But the US journalist Mr Nalm
said yesterday he had seen a
colonel in charge of Indonesian
military intelligence drive by the
march shortly before the shoot-
ings.

Speaking on Channet Nine’s ‘A
Current Affair', Mr Nairn said:
“He (the colonel) evidently had a
role in coordinating this whole op-

‘o

Slagian,
who was called in by the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade
to be told of the Government’s
deep concern, sald yesterday his
Government was ‘“very regretful
of the victims of both sides”.

The job must go on: Allan Nairn of the ‘New Yorker' speaks to reporters in a Guam military hospital as a radio ‘reporter,

Amy Goodman, speaks on the phone about the

e. Both journalists were b

ten in the ial march.

‘It’s terror, complete terror’

By KEVIN CHILDS

“It was a slaughter. I see Allan’s head
weunds and I think, ‘At least there’s
bleod him.’ We are
unbelievably lucky.”

These were the werds yesterday of
an American radie reperter, Amy
Goedman, whe, with anether jeurnalist,
Allan Nairas, saw Indonesian seldiers

ep i pr s in Timer.

The pair risked their lives by step-
ping between the treeps and the pre-
testers te try to step the shoeting.

Ms Geodman, 34, mews editer for
WBAI Paeifica public radie in New
Yeork, said she was beatea with rifle
butts, kicked and punched. She and Mr
Naira, a freelance jeurnalist werking
for the ‘New Yerker’ magazine, were
threwa te the grousd. M-1¢ autematic
rifles were aimed at their heads.

“When they grabbed me and threw
me to the greand and started the first
round ef beating me, he threw himself
aver me, so he got a lot of the brunt of
it, and when they dragged me away
they begam to attack him,” she said.
“He got deep threat laceratiens and
head lacerations.”

His leg injuries made it ditficult fer
him te walk yesterday. But, he sald
from a military hospital en the Ameri-
can island of Guam, this weuld not be
permanent. The back of his head was
alse badiy swellen.

The day of the massacre began with a
commemeoration mass ia Dili at 7am.
Sixteen days earlier, a young Timerese,
Sebastiae Gemes, had been killed after
seeking refuge ia a church.

Abeut 745 am peeple gathered in the
street te repeat a pretest march that
had fellewed his fumeral

The marchers carried the bammed
llng of Pntllh. the East Tl-ome

held

bamners preciaiming 'Vlvn Timer”,

we are yeur respeasibility”,

and sem like don't be

afraid te come, our bloed is the peeple’s
bleed.”

The march teek abeut half an heur,
Ms Geedmaa said. “As it weund
through the streets of Dill, it get bigger
and bigger. | saw peeple runaiag frem
their workplaces to join them.”

The crowd grew te severai theusand,
she said. They were meving qaickly,
some trotting. There were women in
traditienai dress, small beys and girls,
teenagers la scheel naiferms and work-
ers.

Fear grow as the march pregressed.
“At eme peimt there were twe giris
hanging on te my arm. There | was,
with a and a micre-
phone, and they had locked their arms
arouad mine. They were crying desper-
ately, terrified, because they saw me as
a kind of pretection, and I had te disen-

INSID
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tangle myself and leave these giris; |
was 2o pretection after they dragged
me off and beat me.”

Even when she had tried to run back
and recerd the arrest of a young man
during the march, the giris held her
and stepped her.

“It was like | was carrying twe other
pesple. It's terrer, complete terror.”

The march reached the cemetery.
There the treeps arrived.

Mr Nairs, 3, said he saw greea-
unifermed seidiers, their helmets bear-
ing red insigain, come from ene direc-
tion. Other seldiers were in jumgle
cameufiage. The reperters sald the
treeps came from twe directions.

“Allan and I felt that if we came to

‘the froat it would step the vielence, it

weuld preveat it from happeaiag™ Ms
Gesdman said. i

“That was net the case. They
whipped me forward. At first 1 think
they pulled me by the hair; it’s hard to
recenstruct the whele thing. Then they
threw me on the greund and started
kicking me and hitting me with the
rifie butts, ripped off my bag which had
the tape-recerder aad the mike.

“They were shouting and screaming.
At the same time, the seldiers foermed a
line just abeut evea with us, sheoting
back inte the crowd, into a fleeing
crowd.

November 1991
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€ We are very regretful of the victims of
both sides, and the security apparatus?

= Indonesian Ambassador Mr Sabam Siagian

¢ Everyone feels just a little sick in the
- stomach about the news?

= The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Evans

Punish Timor killers

By foreign affairs writer TONY PARKINSON

THE Australian Govern-
ment is under pressure to
suspend military aid to Indo-
nesia as the world reacts
with revulsion to reports of
the massacre of up to 115
people by the Indonesian
military in East Timor,

The Prime Minister, Mr
Hawke, described the killings
as “deplorable” and urged the
Government of President Su-
harto to punish the perpetra-
tors. However, the Indonesian
Ambassador to Australia, Mr
Sabam Siagian — in Jakarta's
first official explanation — in-
sisted the shootings happened
only after an Indonesian
army officer was attacked by
rioters during a demonstra-
tion in the East Timorese cap-
ital of Dil.

The Indonesian military
confirmed late yesterday that
at least 50 peopie had been
killed. ’

As events in Dili cast a
shadow over  Australia’s
painstaking efforts to re-
kindle relations with Indone-
sia, plans by Mr Hawke to
visit Jakarta early in Febru-
ary were under review, West-
ern governments were hold-
ing back on consideration of
possible sanctions until de-
Lalls became clearer.

Military ‘out of control' — Page 7
Bloodbath a new blot on
relations — Page 11

The Minister for Foreign
Affalrs and Trade, Senator
Evans, sought urgent discus-
sions with his Indonesian
counterpart and close friend,
Mr All Alatas. Both are in

Seoul for the Asia-Pacific
Economic Co-Operation
meeting.

Senator Evans said he did
not have enough information
about the Dili incident to
judge whether Indonesian
military forces had abused
numan rights.

But on the face of the infor-
mation available, the incident
appeared to be a tragic over-
reaction to protests, he sald.

“Everyone feels just a little
sick in the stomach about the
news,” Senator Evans said.
‘We don’'t know yet what the
nagnitude and the scale of
vhat happened was, but it
ertainly seems the case that
» number of people have died

. . in the context of a mili-
ary reaction.”

The Foreign Affairs Depart-
nent in Canberra summoned
Ir Siagian to tell his Govern-
nent Australla wanted it to
eport urgently and openly on
he shootings after a thor-
ugh investigation,

Mr BSiaglan sald later he

regretted the deaths. He ad-
mitted to The Australian
events in East Timor could af-
fect the “atmospherics” of re-
lations with Australia.

“(We are) very regretful of
the victims of both sides, on
the people, and also on the se-
curity apparatus in Dili,” he
said.

The Australian Government
sent a senior officer from its
Jakarta embassy, Mr David
Binns, into East Timor yes-
terday to conduct an indepen-
dent assessment of the trag-
edy and to check on the wel-
fare of Australians.

The exact number of civili-
ans shot by the military is still
unconfirmed but human
mghts groups in Indonesia
and Australia say they have
reliable information that the
toll exceeds 100, and that
many more have been seri-
ously wounded.

Supporters in Darwin of the
Timorese indepence move-
ment Fretilin clalmed many
of the injured would not re-
port to hospitals because of
fears that exposing their bul-
let wounds would lead to ar-
rest and torture.

The Indonesian troops
opened fire on mourners near
the Santa Cruz cemetery on
Tuesday after a memorial ser-
vice for two pro-independence
students shot dead three
weeks ago.

Two Australian ald workers,
Mr Barry Muntz and Mr Rus-
sell Anderson, were caught up
in the melee but were believed
to be safe and making ar-
rangements to fly out of Indo-
nesia, One Sydney-based stu-
dent, Mr Kamah] Amed Ba-
madhaj — a New Zealander of
Malaysian descent — is be-
lieved to be in a serious condi-
tion at the Dili military
hospital.

The Indonesian embassy in
Canberra said it understood a.
third Australlan, Mr Robert.
Mand, had identified himself
a8 a journalist. The Forelgn.
Affairs Department said it had:
accounted for all Australlans:
known to have been in DI}
during the incident and none-
had been serlously harmed.

According to a spokesman
for the East Timorese resist-
ance, Mr Alfredo Ferriera, the
Indonesian military patrolled
Dili after the shootings, con-
ducting house-to-house
searches but Indonesian au-
thorities denied the city had
been sealed off and said Dili
was “calm and under control”.

They claimed the incident
was “incited” by pro-indepen-
dence rebels. “Efforts to over-
come the worsening situation
forced the security members
to defend themselves and con-

Continued — Page 7

Faces of despair . . . shocked journalists Amy Goodman and Alan Naim stand splattered with after the massacre in

Hawke urges Suharto

Dili. The picture was taken as the shooting stopped and was smuggled out of East Timor soon afterwards

Death stared us straight in the face

By PAUL LYNCH and agencies

TWO United States journalists
claimed Indonesian troops who battered
them at gunpoint had argued over
whether to execute them because they
had witnessed the massacre of as many
as 115 unarmed civilians in East Timor
on Tuesday.

New York radio reporter Amy Good-
man and magazine colleague Alan Nairn
were savagely beaten by soldiers as
squads of heavily armed troops began
firing indiscriminately during a pro-
independence funeral march involving
several thousand people in the capital of
East Timor, Dili.

In an interview with The Australian
yesterday, the pair said that as bullets

hizzed into the scr ing crowd they
were dragged into an alley by soldlers
near the Santa Cruz cemetery and were
punched, kicked and bludgeoned with
rifle butts.

The soldiers then argued heatedly be-
tween themselves about whether to
shoot them, while Goodman and Nairn,
dazed and bleeding, were forced to kneel
with guns held at their heads.

As detalis about the massacre began to
trickle out of Dilj yesterday, East Timo-
rese sources in Darwin also claimed a
Sydney student, who had been critically
injured in the shooting, had dled later in

a Dili military hospital
Mr Kamal Amed Bamadhaj, a 20-year-
old New Zealand rt-holder who

chest and left for dead In a street during
the shootings,

Fretilin r sources d to
have heard from Dili that Mr Bamadhaj
had died, but a female friend in Sydney
told The Australian last night she had
heard he was alive but in a critical con-
dltion in a Dili military hospital.

“We don't really know any more than
that because the hospital is closed to

tsid king inf tion,” she said.

The editor of the Sydney-based East
Timorese Ne r Antoni

was studying at the University of NSW,
was visiting Dili when he was caught in
the crossfire as troops opened fire on
the crowd of mourners.

Malaysian-born Mr Bamadhaj, known
to be involved in student and other
groups active on Indonesian issues, was
reportedly shot several times in the

)

o, said one Australian national,
Mr Antony Balmaln, had been located
at Dili's Resende Hotel after earlier
being believed missing.

Mr Balmain’s father, Ian, said at his
home in Sydney he understood his tour-
ist son had telegrammed a British con-
sulate to say he was alive and well.

Continued — Page 7




Punish
Timor

killers:
Hawke

From Page 1

trol the situation in a firm
" an official statement
from Jakarta sald.

The chief of the Indonesian

d forces, G 1 Try
Sutrisno, denied reports of a
death toll exceeding 100.
“That’s too much,” General
Suirisno said. “The number
who died, I am certain, would
not reach 100. Let us say 50 at
most, 20 injured.”

General Sutrisno claimed
some of the mourners had
been carrying guns, grenades
and knives. He said the Freti-
lin movement was making
trouble in Dili because it lnd
been forced to flee mountain
rofuges by the Indonesian
aimed foroces.

Indonesia invaded the for-
mer Portuguese colony of
East Timor in 1975, formally
annexing it as the ropublic’s
27th province the following

year.

Mr Hawke told Parliament
yesterday: “We as the Gov-
ernment are very deeply dis-
turbed by the reports of this
tragedy in Dili and we deplore
the loss of innocent lives.
While many details remain

1 it is now evident that
S5 piiling trugedy bas oo
in many people

have died.”

But the Government came

Jakarta
military

‘out

of

control’

By staff reporters and AFP

THE slaughter in East
Timor has reminded Asian
Pacific nations that they
have been ignoring regular
human rights violations in
East Timor as the price of
maintaining cordial diplo-
matic relations with Ja-
karta, human rights groups
charged yesterday.

Mrs Shirley Shackleton, t.he
wife of Australian journalis
QGreg Shackleton, who disaj
peared during fighting E
Timor 16 years ago, told The
Australian last night the In-
gr%xlxeslan army was out of con-

“In a way T am glad that this
(the Dill massacre) has hap-
pened,” she sald. “People are
hearing about what is going

onin the count-ry
“This h all the time.

under pressure y
s‘mm‘ the Aultn.lh.n

senators, its own haclbench.
and aid and human rights or-
ganisations to adopt a
tqugher stance,

In a direct reference to the
growth of defence co-opera-
tion between the two coun-
tries, the Australian Council
For Overseas Aid — the peak
body of Australia’s non-gov-
ernment ald agencles — cal-
led for the suspension of all
military aid and eguipment
sales to Indonesia.

“Under its own guidelines,
the Government has said it
will not export miiltary or
related goods to governments
that seriously violate their
citizens’ rights,” ACFOA’s ex-
ecutive director, Mr Raasell
Rollason, said.

The Democrats’ foreign af-
fairs spokeswoman, Senator
Vicki Bourne, sald the Gov-
ernment should condemn the
ASS: and rt an Am-

It is just that people outside
of Timor never hear gbout it.
This I8 just one incident to
have taken place in Dil{
People have been kidnapped
and tortured every day.”

Mrs Shackleton said Indo-
nesians should leave Timor
and Australia should exert
pressure to achieve this,

Diplomats gathered in Seoul
for the Asia-Pacific Economic
Co-operation group regional
trade conference yesterday
sald sanctions were unlikely
against Indonesia, although
several expressed shock at the
possible number of dead.

“I didn't expect it to be that
bad. We have to do something
now. If we don't, we might as
well never do anything,” one
European diplomat said.

The slaughter of betwen 50
and 115 Timorese has remin-
ded the world that the United

. Nations still has not resolved

t.he question of self-deter-

nesty International p 1
for a human rights fact-find-
ing mission to East Timor.

tion for this former Por-
tug colony, a by
6.

In diplomatic circles here,

the plight of the 700,000 Timo-
rese was already an embar-
rassment and, as one diplo-
mat put it, after these deaths
it could become even more
embarrassing.

From the first military in-
terverition in East Timor in
1975 through until 1989, when
East Timor National Libera-
tion Front (Fretllin) guerilias
downed their guns and turned
to a political struggle, tens of
thousands of people - hund-
reds of thousands, some sour-
ces say — have died In the
territory.

Meanwhile, the Interna-
tional community, occupied
with other lssues, said little.

“Timor has been the victim
of general indifference, partiy
because of its isolation and
partly because of the Cold
War,” said one diplomat, ex-
plaining why every year since
1982 the UN has simply de-
clined to debate East Timor.

The UN secretary-general,
Mr Javier Perez de Cuellar,
instead has been given the
task of using his good offices
to mediate between Indonesia
and Portugal.

Whenever East Timor was
mentioned, most diplomats
replied that . whatever the
merits of its case, it was nec-
essary to be realistic.

With or without the support
of & majority of UN nations,
and barring a huge upheaval
such as the one that shook
the Baltic States free of the
Soviet Union, East Timor
would remain Indonesia's
27th province.

Many blamed Portugal for
abandoning its former colony
without completing the pro-
cess of decolonisation,
thereby leaving the field free
for diverse factions — of which
Pretilin, suspected at the time
of being Marxist, would soon
become domlm.nt

Death stared us straight in the face

From Page 1

The most gripping first-
hand account of the Dill mas-
sacre came from
and Nairn, who were captured
by troops as they stood be-
tween squads of soldiers and
the crowd attending the fu-
neral procession of 8 man kil-
led by security forces on Oc-
tober 28.

Goodman, 34, is a news edi-
tor with the New York radio
station WBAI and was in Dili

chinz us and kicking us. They

had guns at our heads and
were screaming at us in
Bhasa Indonesian, ‘politics,
politics.

“They were arguing over
whether to kill us or let us go.
It was quite an argument and
they obviously didn't want
any witnesses to tell the world
what happened,” she sald.

Nairn, bleeding profusely
from head wounds, also be-
lieved the soldiers were on the
:'_erge of executing him and

preparing a d y on
East Timor for the Pacifica
public radioc network. She
suffered cuts and bruises.

Nadrn, 36, is a reporter on as-
signment in East Timor for
New Yorker magazine. He
suffered deep cuts to the head
and body during the beating
and underwent a CAT scan
before - being released from
the Guam Memorial Hospital
late yesterday.

Goodman sald of her ordeal:
“The soldiers were battering
us with their rifle butts, pun-

“They pointed their M18 rif-
les at our heads and were on
the verge of shooting us. But
we kept yelling ‘we are from
America and the US supplies
the M16s’ and I think that is
what did it,” he said.

Both were surprised to be
released and, hours later, fled
Dill for Guam in the northern
Marianas island group.

the 8anta Cruz cemetery,
where soldiers suddeniy con-
verged on the crowd from two
directions.

“There were thousands of
people in the pr jon ...
young people, old people in
traditional dress, children, all
moving siowly and waving
banners and commemorative
crosses,” Goodman sald.

“Suddenly the troops
opened fire on these defence-
less people and kept firing as
the people, who were scream-
ing and crying, tried to flee
the bullets slapping into the
crowd.”

Nairn sald that just as he
and Goodman were captured
and beaten by the soldiers, he
looked at the scene of

carnage.
“Looking down the road I
saw body after body and the
soldiers kept firing at those
who were still standing,” he

They said the violence star- sald.

ted 20 minutes after the fu-
neral procession had moved
through the streets of Dili to

Then the soldiers dragged
the pair into an alley and beat
them savagely.

The Australian, 14 November 1991
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89 yout

still in
hospital:
bishop

Dill, Thursday

At least 89 youths were in hospital
with serious bullet or knife
wounds after Tuesday’s shootings
in Dili, East Timor’s Roman Catho-
li¢ Bishop, Carlos Belo, said today.

It was the first time the bishop
had spoken publicly on the inci-
dent in which Indonesian troops
fired oo a funeral procession.

The bishop said some of those
admitted to hospital bhad been
beaten so badly their faces were
almost uarecognisable.

He said the troops had reported-
ly fired without warning on the
crowd gathered at the cemetery
for the funeral of a separatist.

The grenade did not explode
because only one of its two safety
pins had been removed. He said
troops later found rifles, grenades,
pistols and knives in the cemetery
which had been dumped by people
fieeing the shooting.

A military spokesman said 91
people had been injured, including
an army officer and a soldier. Yes-
terday, the army commander,
General Try Sutrisno, sald from
Jakarta that 50 people “at the
most were killed™, while the Indo-
nesian Legal Aid Foundation said
the toll was 115.

The Indonesian Iustitute for the
Delence of Human Rights said

the I Govera-
ment’s latest estimate that 20
people were killed in the shoot-
ings, the total number of dead and
injured r ins in dispute in Dili.

sources put the death
toll at more than 50,

The International Committee of
the Red Cross today released a
ia Geneva saying one of

‘The bishop sald separatist mili-
tants had put the death toll about
180, but Governmeat officials in
Diil admitted to only 19 dead.

The reglonal military chief,
Major-General Sintong Panjaitan,
said: “There was a misunderstand-
ing.” Troops had opened fire into a
crowd of about 3500 people beside
the cemetery after a pistol shot
was fired from the crowd, and a
grenade was thrown towards the
soldiers, General Panjaitan said.

its Swiss delegates reported to
headquarters that she had seen
the army fire into the crowd “with-
out physical provocation™.

The statement noted a large
number of deaths and injuries
among civiilans, but did not pro-
vide any figures.

Witnesses said the cemetery
was cleaned last night and blood-
spattered chapel walls were white-
washed,

A Timor opposition spokesman

in Lisbon said a crackdown
against anti-Indonesian activists
had spread to the interior of the
predominantly Roman Catholic
territory of 600,000 people.

In London, the Indonesia
Human Rights Campaign
(TAPOL) said that five more
people had died from injuries sus-
tained in the massacre, taking the
total to 60. It said the bodies of
those who died when Indonesian
troops opened fire on East Timor
demoanstrators at Santa Cruz cem-
etery had been taken to an un-
known place for burial.

_V,;{

Families of the dead had been
warned by the army “not to iook
for the bodies” and relatives were
being dented entry to Dili Generat
Hospital, TAPOL said.

TAPOL said several people
were rounded up after massacre
and taken to Kodim, the district
military command, where they
were knifed to death.

Of the estimated 200 taken to
Powil, the Dili police headquar-
ters, more than 100 were still in
custody. Many were stripped
naked, tortured and beaten,
TAPOL said

\'
-—
-
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Youths hold up blood—stamed clothing that belonged to Timorese victims of the massacre by lndonesum troops

The European Community yes-
terday condemned the army
shootings and urged Indonesia to
bring those responsible to trial.

A United Nations spokesman,
Mr Francois Giuliani, said a UN
Human Rights Commission work-
er was in East Timor and would be
able to provide more information
later.

A US State Department spokes-
man said that American and other
witnesses had reported that the
military fired without provoca-
tion.

“Given the apparent significant

loss of life, we take this incident
very seriously, and we are con-
tinulng our contacts with the Indo-
neslan Government to express our
concerns over these tragic
events,” he said.

A spokesman for the separatist
Fretilin rebels, Mr Jose Ramos
Horta, told ABC radio that Presi-
dent Suharto and the Defence Min-
ister, Mr Beony Murdani, would
“pay for their crimes”™.

He said Fretilin vlould step up
its against I
afler the killings in Dili.

— Reuter, AP, AAP

Fresh graves a reminder of old, underlying tensions

By TERRY FRIEL,

Heva, East Timor, Thursday

Ia the small public cemetery
beslde the Wetar Sea in Hera, 19
freshly dug graves stand out in
straoge contrast | the

marked by a single small stene.
Each stone marks a person
whose death sparked an inter-
national outcry, underiining the
r d i the
1nd. 1 and the East Timor-

hard, dry ground ef Timer.

There is no identificatien,
nothing to say who lies in them.
No oue really knows.

These are the victims of Tues-
day’s killing in Dili, when Indo-
nesian troops fired on a crowd of
358 civilians.

Each freshly turned mound is

ese,

In the chapel of another ceme-
tery , Santa Cruz, 12 kilometres
away ia Dili, smears of blood
mark the place where people
huddied for sheiter from the
shooting.

Despite the hloodshed, Dili
appears calm. It's business as

usual — people walk about as
they do In any other city.

But after dark, most of those on
the streets are Indonesian troops
wearing camouflage gear and
brandishing ioaded M16 rifles.

Tension between the East Ti-
morese and the Indoaesian av-

terness and frustration in East
Timor.

Many people betieve this may
have been the reason seme 3508
peoplie marched on Tuesday.

Locals spoke with caution to
foreigaers today, afraid that
their actions were being watched

therities increased dr y
over the past montb.

The canceilation of a visit by a
delegation from tbe United Na-
tions and tbe Portuguese Parlia-
ment, whicb was to bave started
on 4 November, created deep bit-

by Ind ian security.

Fereign journalists who ar-
rived to report on Tuesday's
shooting were closely followed
hy plainciothes, plnof armed se-
curity officers wbo took photo-
grapbs.

“This place is very bad This
place is very ugly,” one lecal
sald

“We are afraid to go eut at
oight because there are so many
soidiers ia the streets.

“But at night the soldiers come
into our homes and take people
anyway.”

The man says those taken by
Iudonesian autherities are ofteu
beaten, tortured or killed.

The Indonesian military today
began an energetic public rela-
tions campaign to explain Tues-

day's tragedy and coavince jour-
nalists and the public of the good
Indenesia has dene here.

Indeed, East Timer is more
wealthy and better developed
than ever. But the people are
unhappy.

Tuesday's carnage has wid-
ened the gap between Jakarta
and DilL.

The 19 unmarked graves in this
small cemetery stand as a re-
minder of that.

— AAP
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15 minutes to death
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" Before the Ira

arrived: Ti

Runmng from the bullets

By LYN DUNLEVY

Bob Muotz sensed the danger.
lndonatan soldiers clutching
assault rifies and riot shields
wem clambering off the back of
a military truck and lining up in
front of the milling mourners.
He turned to leave, and staried to
walk quickly from Dil's Santa Cruz
cemetery. Then came the burst of
macnlnegun fire, which echoed
the cemetery, setliog off a
m;menlu stampede.
“Along with everyone else in the
street, [ began running as fast as |
:ﬂluld to get out of that line of fire,” he

- AS the clatter of gunfire continued,
Mr Muntz dashed into a pearby hous-
ing estate. He darted lhrough back
yards, shinnjed over feoces — and
came face to face with the soldiers be

trying to escape.

The soldiers were scattered
llmn the housing estate, pressing
off bursts of automatic fire at the flee-
ing crowds.

At one point, a3 1 was moving

dnmandwwngbunmmpm(nlnﬁaa memorulmlw(wywlh&hdhdbymrﬂyfwvuahﬂmghlbefnm

INSIDE

Picture: DOB MUNTZ

Picture: JOHN WOUDSTRA

there is

AN EYE UNTNESS VIEW
OF AN ATRocITY IN TiMOR
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- THAT WASN'T
REPORTED

away from one lot of fire, I saw ahead
of me, about 30 metres away, an Indo-
nesian soldier come around the cor-
ner of a house.

“I heard — aithough I did not see,
because as soon as I saw him I turned
and ran in the other direction — [
heard a small burst of fire, maybe six,
maybe 10 shots. “I ran into a house
and whea I got ia there the children
inside the house started scresming
and I noticed that [ was covered in
blood. It was my own bicod.”

Mr Muntz, Community Ald
Abroad's South-East Asiaa project

officer, returned to Melbourne yes-
terday and gave his account of events
in the East Timorese capital on Tues-
day, when Indonesian soldiers
opened fire oa 2000 people at a
memorial service for two youths shot
by soldiers a formight before.

= The indonesian army s,

East Timor over the shooting. e Afsot—~
the army of ing “fightist /

terrorists” to crush the East {imor '

independence movement.

a The official death toll stands at 19 with

91 wounded, but reports in East Timor say

as many as 180 peopie were killed.

# The United States continues its sharp

criticism of the killings and the US

Congress begins moves to cut military

assistance to Indonesia. .

® There were emotional demonstrations in

two Austraiian capital cities — Melbourne

lndDumln—yMymummo

n Darwin more

The first burst of gunfire
by the soldiers lasted about two
minutes and thousands of rounds
were fired, he said. “It was not a case
of Isolated volleys of fire, it was not &
case of single-sbot weapoas,
Continued: PAGE §

MZNEnnTlmomumlndonmn
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PAGE S: Reports.
PAGE 18: Growing use of torture, says Amnesty

Bob Muntz, Community Aid Abroad’s South-East Asian
project officer, after his retum from Indonesia yesterday.

The Age, 16 November 1991
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Amnesty International report suggests shootings were planned

By MARK METHERELL,
diplomatic

Canberra

Amnesty Internatlonal says that
the killing of Timorese demonstra-
tors in Dili by Indoneslan soldiers
appeared to be “planned and
deliberate”.

According to the report, the
most comprehensive on the shoot-
lny the evidence suggests th:

d lan soldiers ﬂr—
1ng, on many demonstrators as
they tried to flee.

“Some were believed to have
been shot in the back while run-

ning away,” the report said.

‘“The shooting stopped and
resumed several times, suggesting
that it was planned and deliberate,
rather than a spontaneous reac-
tion to provocation.”

The report said accounts of the
number killed varied widely, with
estimates ranging from 50 to 180.
One witness said he saw “dozens
and dozens” of bodies.

Hundreds of soldiers had
approached, from two directlons,
the Santa Cruz cemetery, where
the demonstrators had gathered.
Foot soldiers formed a line at the

entrance, then opened fire on the
crowd.

The report, entitled ‘The Santa
Cruz Massacre’, said that no warn-
ing was given. “Some soldiers
reportedly fired into the air but
others levelled their weapons at
the crowd.

“The walls of the cemetery and
the large number of people made
it difficuit to escape, but the shoot-
ing continued even as people tried
to flee ...”

avalilable on Thursday froma varl-
ety of sources, incl a

w said d ration

able

of witnesses, and statements by In-
donesian Government and mili-
tary authorities.

It sald that wit had said

or s exerted
efforts to ensure discipline.

“The shooting took place five to
10 mlnutes after t.he crowd had

the procession beforehand was
peacetul, ulthough some people
had shouted pro-ind d slo-

T d the .. Eyewit-
nesses sald that nundred.s ol sol-
diers, carrying M-16 automatic

gans and a Fretilin nag Was seen.
According to one witness, a scuf-
&e began near the Hotel Relende

p and wearing brown uni-
forms, approach the cemetery on
foot lrom one direction, while a
of the

when a few soldi

The report, by A
ty's International secretariat in
London, was based on information

E Timor Governor
blames Indon army

By MOSES MANOHARAN,
Dill; Friday
The Indonesian-appointed Gover-
nor of East Timor has condemned
the Indonesian Army for opening
fire on crowds of mourners this
week and accused it of arming
“rightist terrorists” to crush the
independence movement in the
former Portuguese colony.
“I.blame the armed forces,” Mr
Mario Viegas Carrascaiao told
reporters last night in his office in
Dill.

. The Governor's remarks, which
will serfously embarrass Jakarta,
were made as the United States
stepped up its criticism of the mas-
sacre and moves began In the US
Congress to cut military assistance
to Indonesia.

According to reports in Dili, as
many as 180 people were kilied
when troops fired into a crowd of
thousands of mourners at Dili's
Santa Cruz cemetery on Tuesday.
The official death toll stands at 18,
with 81 wounded.

.The Portuguese newsagency
Lusa quoted Timorese sources as
saying that the army had dug mass
graves in an open area outside Dili
and taken four truckloads of bod-
.ies there,

. Mr Carrascalao said most of the
3500 Timorese who had gathered
at the cemetery were innocent
people mourning Sebastio Gomes,
. student killed last month in
clashes betwen pro and anti-Indo-
nesian activists.

_'We are all in mourning
because they are innocent people
who died.” Actual demonstrators
numbered only about 1000, he
said.

.- Troops should have controlled
the crowd long before it reached
the cemetery, said the Governor,

Mr John da Silva: two brothers
and a cousin were killed in the
Dili shootings.

who is an East Timorese appoint-
ed by Jakarta but with no control
over the military.

He accused the local military
commander, Brigadier-General
Rudolf Warouw, of failing to as-
sess the threat and condemned his
year-oid strategy for putting down
the insurgency against Indonesia’s
rule over East Timors 750,000
people.

The Governor att: d

said his men began shooting when
the crowd at the cemetery ad-
vanced threateningly. But he ad-
mitted there had been confusion.

A junior officer toid his troops to
hold their fire after someone
lobbed an unarmed grenade. But
they started shooting.

In Washington, the State Depart-
ment yesterday catled in Indone-
sia’s ambassador to urge that
those responsible be punished.

The State t spokes-
man, Mr Richard Boucher, sald:
“We're urging a prompt and com-
plete investigation, followed by
appropriate discipiining of those
determined to have used exces-
sive force.

“We believe that nothing that
may have taken place could justity
a military reaction of this magni-
tude, resulting in such a iarge loss
of life hy unarmed civillans.”

The chairman of the Senate for-
eign rel
Claiborne Pell, also condemned
the kilting and calied for a cut in
US military aid to Indonesia.

Mr Boucher said President
Bush’s administration has asked
for $US2.3 miilion ($A2.94 mil-
lion) this year to traln members of
the Indonesian military.
® The Federal Opposition sald
yesterday that the cali by the
Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, for In-

to with the East

ment by the securtty forces of
“rightists” who he said ofien made
use of their weapons and training
to settie old scores.

“They are bandits and terror-
ists, the extreme right,” Mr Car-
rascalao sald. “The weakness in
the armed forces Is in accepting
these people.”

Speaking to reporters separate-
ly yesterday, General Warouw

Timorese raised questions about
Australia’s recognition of Indone-
sia’s annexation of East Timor.

The Opposition spokesman on
foreign affairs, Senator Hill, also
said that the Dili killings rein-
forced in the mind of Australians
the different values betw

demonmton and beat them wlth
tru The 3 retall

ated hy throwing stones and shout-
ing, but no injuries were reported.

pammulnry Pollce Mobile Bri-
gade (Brimob), arrived in trucks
from another direction.

“As the soldiers approached,

there was

people in the cemetery began
spontaneously to move away from
them in fear.

A y called for an investiga-
tion under the auspices of an inter-
national body such as the United
Nations special rapporteur on

“According to ey the
foot soldiers marched to the
entrance of the cemetery, formed
a line about 12 abreast, then
opened fire on the crowd.”

The report said unofficlal re-
ports suggested that as many as
300 people were detained after the
killings. One man who was
released from Dili police head-
quarters saild many had been tor-
tured or ill-treated in custody.

y or arbitrary executions.

It said that while Indonesian
military authorities had expressed
regret and had promised to inves-
tigate, they had tried to justify the
massacre by clalming that the se-
curity forces used force when at-
lacked by “rioters”.

“Eyewltnesses have stated cate-
gorically that the procession was
peaceful and that the soldiers
opened fire without warning and
without provocation.”

An East Timorese woman screams her protests past a Darwin police cordon, formed to protect the Indonesian consulate.

Horrified East Timorese gather to protest and mourn

By CHIPS MACKINOLTY

and KAY ANSELL

The horror of the DIii shootings
has rocked Darwin’s East Timor-
ese community as they have des-

_ perately sought news of the fate of

family and friends.

For John da Silva, a 31-year-old
naturalised Australian, a tele-
phone call to his mother early on
Thursday confirmed the death of
two bmthets and a cousin, and the

Aus-
tralia and Indonesia and made it
harder for Australia to integrate
with its region.

t, after army beat-
lngs. of two of his other brothers.

Haif the male s of his

family are now dead or under
arrest.

“Isaw them in June when I went
home for & holiday, but now they
are dead. I am frightened for the
rest of my family, but what can I
do? Even when I was there I was
followed by secret police,” he
said.

In Darwin yesterday, more than
200 East Timorese had emotional
protests outside the Northern Ter-
ritory Government offices and In-
donesian consulate.

The protesters, who burnt lndo—
neslan flags and iaid wreaths and

in symbolic gestures, lay

dowan to form a chaln of 130 bod-
ies, stretching almost 100 metres,
on the road outside the NT House
government building.

About 100 later marched three

es to the Indonesian con-

sujate in suburban Stuart Park.

Angry youths attacked the locked

doors of the consulate, but were

prevented by police from forcing
their way into the huilding.

Ia Metbourne, about 500 people

gathered in South Melbourne to -

protest against the Timor killings
and to mourn for friends and rela-
tives.

Mr Abel Guterez, a spokesman
for the East Timorese community,
told the demonstration that the
Foreign Minister, Senator Evans,
must use the skilis he

FROM PAGE ONE

“It was a case of sustained auto-
matic weapons fire from many,
many guas for a fult two minutes
into a crowded street that had
almost a thousand people in it with
no possibility of cover.”

Mr Muntz had attended the 6 am
church service for the two youths
and had followed the rally to the
cemetery, but at no time did he
see any provocative behavior by
the mourners.

“For all the time I was with the
rally, and certalnly for the last
half of it, I observed an orderly
crowd of people enthusiastically
chanting their slogans, displaying
thelr banners but doing nothing
that coutd be described in any way
as provocative towards the Indo-
nesians,” he said.

There was no doubt the attack
was premeditated, unprovoked
and well planned, Mr Muntz said.
“I can say ... categorically that
the claims of the Indonesian
forces are nothing but lies
designed to cover up the most
appalling atrocity that has been
perpetrated on the people of East
Timor for many years.”

After the shooting stopped, Mr
Muntz said, he took shelter in the
house of a local Timorese where
the owner roughly bandaged his
wounded arm. The man, who
spoke no English, motioned for
him to hide, and ieft him alone.

Mr Muntz said the man returned
with a Red Cross officer, who
offered to take him to the loeal
hospital. But he declined, fearibg
he might be arrested. Instead, he
waited some time before returs-
ing to his hotel in Dilt and
arranged for the wound to be
stitched by a Timorese nurse. -

Mr Muntz sald a rellable source,
whom he could not name for fear
of endangering the person’s life,
had told him that Indonesian mili-
tary authorities had put the final
death toll from the shootings at 87;
84 people had been killed at the
cemetery, he had been told, and 13
had died later in hospital. .

Mr Muniz sald he had also been
given graphic accouats of events
at the cemetery from two British
tourists who were trapped there
during the shootings.

One of the British tourists, who
had been photographing the rally,
told him he had hidden In the
Santa Cruz chapel during the
shootings, but was discovered by
soldiers after the shooting. He was
dragged outside and beaten with
rifle hutts and fists by the soldiers,

dto
achieve peace in Cambodia to help
the peopie of East Timor.

Mr Guterez demanded that the
United Nations send a team to
investigate the deaths,

Some people wept after seeinga
Ssymbolic re-enactment of the mas-
sacre. Among thoee most affected
was Shiriey Shackleton, the widow
of Greg Shackieton, killed during
the invasion of East Timor 16
years ago.

who d to know why he
was taking pictures of the event

The second tourist, who took
shelter behind a gravestone in the
cemetery, told of watching sol-
diers turn their gunfire on hun-
dreds of people who ran into the
cemetery to escape the shooting in
the street. This tourist said the so}-
diers later entered the cemetery
and beat and kicked about 100
injured people lying on the
ground.




AUSSIE TeLLS
OF MASSACRE

By SCOTT GULLAN
AN AUSTRALIAN
aid worker yesterday
told how he was
caught in the crossfire
of Tuesday's blood-
bath in East Timor.

“I began running as fast
as I could to get out of that
line of fire,” Community
Aid Abroad worker Bob
Muntz said.

Only hours after retur-
ning to Melbourne Mr
Muntz described the mas-
sacre of 100 civillans at
Dili's Santa Cruz cemetery.

“I guess you could mea-
sure the number of gun-
shots in the thousands not
hundreds,” he said.

“It was a case of sus-
tained automatic weapon
fire from many guns for a
full two minutes into a
crowded street that had
almost a thousand people
in it with no possibility of
cover.”

Mr Muntz sald he walk-
ed about 500m ahead of
the 2000 marchers who
were carrying political
banners and chanting.

“All the time I was with
the rally I observed an
orderly crowd of people en-
thuastically chanting their
slogans, but could see
nothing that could be des-
cribed as provocative,” he
said.

Within minutes of de-
monstrators arriving at
the cemetery, a military
vehicle with more than 20
armed soldiers in full riot
gear appeared.

“] was very apprehen-
sive for my own safety but
decided to stay because
we thought the presence of
several Westerners taking
photographs might deter
the military from beating
up the demonstrators,” Mr
Muntz said.

He said he began to walk
away but had only taken
20 paces when he heard

weapon fire. He said he
then ran for his life
through yards and over
fences before running into
a house,

“When I got in there, the
children started scream-
ing and I then noticed 1
was covered in blood.” Mr
Muntz said.

The social worker suf-
fered a minor flesh wound

@ Bob Muntz nurses

his injury yesterday ...

“1 ron as fost os |
ould”, Picture:

ROBERT CAREW

to his left arm.
‘The Prime

Minister, Mr
Hawke, said yesterday In-

E donesia should reconsider

its policy on East Timor.

He repeated his threat to
cancel a planned visit in
February unless the In-
donesians dealt with those
responsible for the kili-

“The Indonesians
should sit down and reflect
and say well obviously
they haven't won the
minds and the hearts of
the people of East Timor,”
Mr Hawke said on ABC
radio.

Indonesian ambassador
Mr Sabam Siagian told the
Foreign Affairs Depart-
ment yesterday there
would be a full investiga-
tion into the killings.

The first secretary at
Australia’s Jakarta
embassy, Mr David Binns,
will return to Jakarta this
weekend after spending
several days in Dill in-
vestigating the massacre.

Meanwhile, Canberra’'s
‘Trades and Labor Council
will set up a picket line
outside the Indonesian
embassy on Monday.

A spokesman sald the
council would ask the
ACTU to consider bans on
trade with Indonesia.

Herald Sun, 16 November 1991

Smuggled film shows horror of
massacre at the Dili cemetery

By JiLL JOLLIFFE,
Amsterdam, Sunday

A siren wails, shots ring out and
there is a scene of total panic as
youths scramble to escape the
hail of gunfire. They run scream-
ing through the gates of the
walled cemetery, mostly boys of
about 16 or 17.

As the shots continue, a pile of
bodies builds up — of those who
have stumbled at the

the arms of friends and wept bit-
terly on arrival. Indonesian offi-
cials had twice attempted to drag
her back down the gangway of the
regular commercial flight to Den-
pasar on Wednesday, the day
after the massacre. It was only
the intervention of the UN's rap-
porteur on torture, Mr Peter Koo-
jimans, who was on the same
plane, that persuaded them to let
her board.

1ol

gate and are struggling dosperate-
ly to get free.

A woman takes cover behind a
gravestone as a youth running be-
hind her clutches his leg in agony.
He has been shot. The shots, the

siren and the screams are unceas-’

ing.

In the small chapel within the
cemetery, a group of boys huddle,
raising clenched fists and shout-
ing defiance.

This is the 12 November Dili
massacre, the film version, smug-
gled out of East Timor by York-
shire film producer Peter Gordon
and shown first to a shocked
Dutch public on Saturday aight on
Ikon-TV's weekly current affairs

program.

Earlier, Dutch media represen-
tatives had gathered at Amster-
dam alrport to meet the latest for-
eigner to emerge from Dili after
the shootings.

Saskia Krouwenberg fell into

The Indonesi that
she might have seen too much led
the Dutch embassy in Jakarta to
place her under their protection
and escort her to the plane to

Amste!

“In fact I didn’t see what hap-
pened at the cemetery,” she sald,
“but I had a clear description of it
from those who were there and [
think there may have been hun-
dreds Killed.”

She was in her hotel at the time.
When she heard the news she set
off in a frantic search for her
friends. “At the bishop’s house
there were about 40 boys and a
few girls, not severely wounded.
Then at another clinic I saw about
15 people who were more serlous-
1y wounded, and then there were
about 20 to 25 at the Red Cross.
There must have been many
more at the general hospital and
the milltary hospital. I heard
there were hundreds and hun-
dreds of wounded.”

She said that, soon after the
shootings, soldlers blocked off the
streets, forbidding access to the
military hospital where the dead
were reportedly taken.

Ms Kmumberg sald her only

edge of what happ
the bodies was from a woman
who said she saw a truck with
bodies piled on it pass through the
city centre.

The Yorkshire TV film showed
earlier parts of the demonstration
which ended in death. It showed
around 1000 Timorese receiving
communion from a priest at the
Motael church. They later
marched across town to the Santa
Cruz cemetery. As they did so,
they unfuried banners of the Fre-
tilin and UDT parties, the flag of
the armed resistance and a por-
trait of the guerilla leader Xan-
ana.

They chanted slogans and
raised V signs, but there was no
evidence of any incldents along
the route.

Indeed the military was not in
sight, and appeared to have
emerged en masse from a hiding
place when they swarmed down
on the cemetery. Ms Krouwen-
berg did testify that she travelled
on the Diti-Denpasar plane sitting
next to a badly injured Indone-
sian soldier receiving constant
medical attention. She thought he
might be dying.

The Age, 18 November 1991
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Survivors hid in
crypts and prayed

By CHIPS MACKINOLTY

DARWIN: An English photo-
gnpher Mr Stephen Cox, who
resent at the massacre in
Dlll ¢t Tuesday, said yesterday
he was lucky to be alive after
being trapped for 30 minutesina
cryptin the Santa Cruz Cemetery
as Indonesian troops mowed
down East Timorese demonstra-:
tors with automatic weapons.

“I was in the crypt with dozens
of people, with children as young
as six or seven piled on top of
each other, cowering and recit-
ing prayers over and over
again,” he said.

“As the military moved
nround the cemetery, firing,

ple dragged th ves into
the crypts bleedm; and dying.”

Mr Cox, 29, and an Australian
radio journalist, Mr Russeil
Anderson, 31, arrived in Darwin
at the weekend after having to
force their way on to a plane at
Dili Airport last Wednesday to
flee East Timor to get to the
relative safety of Kupang.

Both men were present at the
memorial service and street
march in which an unknown
number of East Timorese were
killed by Indonesian soldiers.

They confirmed that there
were hundreds of bodies on the
ground in the cemetery and the
street outside.

According to Mr Anderson,
who was outside the cemetery, its
three-metre-high walls would
have prevented all but the fittest
from escaping: “They were
trapped like rats.”

Mr Cox said Indonesian soldiers
had dragged him out of the crypt:
“After half an hour, they came and
dragged the kids out Many were
injured, with head wounds,
wounds all over their bodies.

“An Indonesian soldier wearing
plain clothes saw me and yelled at
me, saying, ‘What are you doing
here, what are you doing here?
You've seen cverything!® [ tried to
reply but he yelied, ‘Shut your
mouth, | saved you'.

“As 1 was being frogmarched
out to a truck, | can confirm
from the limited view I had that I
saw at least 60 bodies. The
military were dragging them by
the feet with their heads bounc-
ing on the ground and piling
them on to trucks.

“f was beaten in the truck and
then: thrown out at a police
statipn on the outskirts of Dili. 1
was; just pleased to get out
Before they dumped me at the
police station, they stole all my
money but. left me with my
camera and film.”

Mr Anderson, a resident of
Darwin, said yesterday that Indo-
nesian reports of provocation and
use of by East Ti
on the march were false.

“In fact, the opposite was the

A r 224 i T P i
‘Mr Anderson, left, and Mr Cox ...

lucky to be alive.

- 8pms INDONESIAN SOLDI

PREPARE TO FIRE
R

Malaysian burial

for student victim

KUALA LUMPUR: The body
of a Malaysisn student, Kamal
Bamadhaj, killed when Indome-
sian troops fired on moursers in
East Timor, was transported from
Dili on Saturday and buried in a
Muslim cemetery near here.

Mr Kamal was amoag 19
peoplc listed by the Indonesian
n-!h‘orl(ja u killed.

human righ J. Suars Rak-
yat Mllny-h (S ARAM), who

attended the fuweral, sald Mr
Kamal was “properly laid to rest
according to Islamic rites”.

The Malaysian Goverament
has made wo officlal comment on
the incident,

Mr Kamal, who was studying in
Australia, was reportedly working
in East Timor as a translator for
Community Ald Abroad.

d. Not one of the seven
fomgners on the march saw any
rock, knife or stick.”

Outside the cemetery, the
military had closed off the route
and started jogging towards the
crowd, he said.

“People started moving away
from them, and then the soldiers
opened fire. There was a rain of
bullets, rapid automatic fire for
two or three minutes as they
chased demonstrators ... a lot
would have been shot in the
back. They were like butchers. ..
they didn't seem to have any
human instincts.”

Mr Anderson said he had seen
two American journalists, Mr
Allan Naim and Ms Amy Good-
man, just south of the demon-
strators, huddler:lf against a wall as

sought refuge.
g:egyed the sludent Mm?lmal
Bamadhaj to stay with them but he
had moved back into the crowd.

"He was in the front line of

case,” he said. “The march from
the Motael Church was orderly,
and youth attendants on the
march linked arms to stow down
the marchers and keep anything
getting out of hand.

“There was nbsolutely no
physical provocation, no arms

Sydney Morning Herald,

10

ors and didn’t stand a
chnnce, Mr Anderson said.
He had also heard accounts of
truckloads of dead and wounded
being taken away.
“Many were taken to jail
rather than to hospital,” he said.
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Leader slams tough
Indon army tactics

DILI — The East
Timor Governor, Mr
Mario Viegas Carras-
calao, last night con-
demned the Indone-
sian army for opening
fire on crowds of
mourners.

He accused it of arming
“Rightist terrorists” to
crush an independence
movement in the former

ports as many as 180
people were when

troops flred into
thousands of mourners at
Dili’s Santa Cruz cemetery
on Tuesday.

The oﬂlclal death toll
stands at 19 with 91
wounded.

The Portuguese news
agency Lusa quoted
Timorese sources as

the army had dug
mass ves outside Dilj
and taken four truckloads
of bodies there.

Mr Carrascalao said .

most of the 3500 Timorese
who had gathered at the
tery were

people mourning Sebastio
mes. a student who was
killed last month in
clashes betwen pro and
anti-Indonesian activists.
He accused local milit-
ary commander Brigadier-
General Rudolf Warouw of

It is not clear why th
Government waited until
yesterday to announce the
official death toll when
authorities in Dili said the
19 dead were buried tw-0
days earller.

Mr Carrascalao said fthe

terfito-

terroris
Indonesia’s armed forces
commander has promised
an invi tion and the
United Nations secretary-

it be thorough and cred-

ible.
Yesterday Brig-Gen.
Warouw uﬁ his rgen be-

unarmed grenade, but
they mmf' shooting.

DilL
In other developments

yesterday:
® A New Zealand diplo-
mat flew to Dili to search

® The Indonesian press
and

thorough investigation
into the shooting.
@ A team from the US

military ald to Indonesia.
- REUTER

Herald Sun, 16 November 1991

By MOSES
MANOHARAN

DILI — East Timorese
mourned- victims of
the army shooting in
Dilf at a memorial
service yesterday and
said they feared for
their safety as troops
tightened security
around the capital.
“Everyone is afraid of
being arrested or being kil-
led after what happened
last Tuesday,” one mour-
ner sald. “They were

ope
even God cannot save you
trom" the Indonesian

In Canberra, the Federal
Government was today

Timor investigating the

The Australlan Embas-
sy's first secretary for
political affairs, David
Binns, was expected back
in Jakarta today after ﬂve
days in Dili pre
general report on last

Locals

fear
reprisal

and candles. Behind was a
crucifix and three medals
he had won for body-bull-

ding.

His six sisters and flve
brothers were quietly
weeping for the final-year
high school student who
had been the hope of the

family.
Relatives said the only

wage earner in the family -

of 13 was a sister whose
salary was $AT4 a monm

Tuesday's
glhlch up to 100 people

ed.

Local reports put the
death toll at up to 180 after
the army opened fire on
moumers at Dili's Santa
Cruz cemetery. The official
figure is 18 dead and 91
wounded. The incident
has sparked international
outrage.

The crowd had been
marking the death two
weeks previously of an
East Timorese Kkilled in
clashes between pro and
anti-Indonesian activists.

East Timor governor
Mario Viegas Carrascalao
has blamed the army and
accused it of arming
Rightist terrorists to ¢
attempts to break away
from Jakarta’s rule.

At her home in Dill
yesterday, 55-year-old
Carolina da Silva sobbed:
“They killed my son as he
was praying to our God.”

A photograph of 18-year-
old Francis da Silva lay on
a table with piastic flowers

outside the house and set
up checkpoints on the
approaches to Dill. They
stopped vehicles travel-
ling to Tasitolo about six
kilometres from Dili, war-
ning journalists against
straying too far from the
area.

Rumours were rife
amon¢ Timorese that
troops had buried scores of
other victims in a dried
lake bed.

A shepherd said he had
been walking along a road
on Tuesday when two
military trucks went by
laden with bodies.

“We could see the heads
through the open back of
the trucks and our friends
said the soldiers took the
bodies out and buried
them in Tebor (further
along the road from Tasi-
tolo).”

East Timor’s military
commander said the
shooting was the resuit of
a misunderstanding over a
command. He said a junior

officer had shouted “Don’t
shoot” when faced with a
crowd of more than 3000
mourners who appeared to
be advancing threate-

ly.

“If it was a mistake they
sure took their time to
correct it,” a diplomat
sald. One witness said
troops fired continuously
into the crowd for at least
five minutes.

An Australian aid work-
er who witnessed the
shooting said in Mel-
bourne that officlal ex-
planations of what hap-

ned were untrue. He cal-

ed the incident
premedltated. well-
orchestmted and unpro-

Indonesla has come

under sharp international
criticism for the killings.
Diplomats from Australia,
New Zealand, the United
States, Britain and Japan
have flown into East
Timor to try to check the
varlous versions of what
happened.
They were joined yester-
day by an official from the
US State Department,
‘which has expressed se-
rious concern about the
human rights situation in
East Timor, diplomatic
sources said.

Diplomats say up to
200,000 people in Timor
have died from .war or
famine under Indonesian
rule. The present popula-
tion is 750,000.

Herald Sun, 17 November 1991
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vision producer, Mr Peter Gordon. The film of the m e

fnt

P p

Imagesofa aughter: young Timorese men fleeing the scene Pfthe Dili massacre are

A moment of terror frozen

and panic. It was first shown

on Dutch television on Saturday.

captured on film smuééled out of East Timor by a Yorkshire Tele-
ge of youths being shot, people ducking for cover and sounds of screaming

e
v

Second massacre feared

By MARK METHERELL
and JOHN MASANAUSKAS

The Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, said
last night that the Government was
investigating allegations of a second
attack by Indonesian forces in Dili in
which up to 80 Timorese were report-
ed to have been arrested and execut-
ed last Friday.

Mr Hawke said no information was
avajlable to the Government about
the reports.

Diplomatic and non-Government
sources in Jakarta late yesterday told
‘The Age’ they had received no evi-
dence to substantiate the assertions
by the Timorese community in Aus-
tralia of another massacre in Dill.

But the Timorese Action Commit-
tee in Australia sald that Indonesian
troops were rounding up and killing
survivors of last week's massacre
before an inquiry started.

The committee demanded that the
Federal Government urgently send a
team of independent observers to Diti
to monitor any inquiry.

But a committee spokesman, Mr
Abel Gutteres, sald In a statement
that nothing short of a United Nations
Investigation would suffice.

He had received a report yesterday
morning that four army trucks con-
taining up to 70 people were seen
heading west from Dili. “The people
were naked, blindfolded, with their
hands tied behind their backs,” he
said.

‘The Age’' was unable to contact Mr
Gutteres yesterday to confirm when
the alleged incident took place.

The Government is expected to
receive a report by this morning from
the first secretary at the embassy in
Jakarta, Mr David Binns, who went to
Dili to investigate last Tuesday's kill-
ings, in which between 50 and 180 are
thought to have died. Mr Binns
returned to Jakarta yesterday.

Austraiian sources say that Mr
Binns has no evidence to support sug-
gestions of a second attack.

The embassy has sent a third secre-
tary, Mr Mark Napler, to monitor
events in Dili, taking over from Mr
Binns.

An Australian Government spokes-
man yesterday welcomed the Indone-
sian Government's announcement of
a broadly based national investiga-
tion commission into Tuesday's kill-

14

ings but urged a full and open inquiry
and publication of its findings.

The Australian representative of
the East Timorese resistance move-
ment, Fretilin, Mr Alfredo Ferreira,
described the investigating commis-
sion as “a big joke”.

The commission will comprise a
Supreme Court judge and senior offi-
cials from Government departments,
military headquarters and the legisla-
ture.

Mr Ferreira said the commission
members all came from the same
groups within the Indonesian hierar-
chy. “It is not a democracy. How can
we trust them?”

He said that while Mr Hawke had
shown some concern, this was not
enough and this was because Austra-
lia had tied its hands by signing the
Timor Gap treaty with Indonesia.

The statement by the Timorese Ac-
tion Committee said other Timorese
community members had received
information from terrified relatives
llll Dili that more killings were occur-
ring.




Dili massacre
gives Church
upper hand

By MOSES MANOHARAN in Dili

LAST week's East Timor mas-
sacre has brought Indonesian au-
thorities to the brink of defeatina
18-year struggle with the Catholic
Church for the hearts and minds of
the people of East Timor, sources
said yesterday.

The director of Indonesia’s Centre
for Strategic and International
Studies, Mr Jusuf Wanandi, said the
incident was a setback for Indonesia
and calied for a thorough investiga-
tion into Tuesday's bloodbath.

“without a thorough investiga-
tion, we would be in the same league
with the Chinese, who acted as if
nothing happened after the June
1989 killings in Tienanmen Square,”
Mr Wanandi said.

Members of the United States
Congress yesterday condemned the
Indonesian action and introduced
resolutions urging a suspension of
US military ald to Indonesia.

The European Community also
condemned the killings and called
for an open and thorough investiga-
tion of the incident.

At the heart of the probiem is gov-

“ernment policy for integrating into

Military seen
as villain

Musiim-dominated Indonesia the
territory of 750,000 people who are
mainly dark-skinned, passionately
Catholic and whase cultural outiook
1s still orientated towards Portugal.

Jakarta has used the military to
implement deveiopment projects in-
cluding the building of roads,
schools and hospitals in efforts to
merge the Timorese with the rest of
Indonesia’s  population, mostly
lighter skinned with a strong Mus-
1lim or Hindu cultural outlook.

Analysts say that while economic
development has brought the terri-
tory into the modern world, the
dominance of the military, consis-
tentiy accused by international
human rights groups of brutality
agalnst the East Timorese, has oniy
deepened dissatisfaction with Indo-
nesia’s presence.

The Qovernor of East Timor, Mr
Marlo Viegas Carrascalao, said yes-
terday: “We have even built more
churches than them (the Catholic
clergy). I have lost some credibility.
The army has lost some credibility
...someorall”

But he admitted it did not dent the
authority of the Church, whose
greater sensitivity to social problems

and justice secured the loyalty of
the East Timorese.

He attacked the military for creat-
ing conditions that led to Tuesday’s
shootings.

The military armed and trained
extreme rightists supporting the
merger with Indonesia as part of a
strategy called a territorial ap-
proach to curb anti-Indonesia activ-
{sts who had been inspired by Freti-
lin guerilias, he said.

In the process, rightists employed
the feared security police to settie
private scores and divided the
people of East Timor, he added.

“In all this, the military is seen as-
the viliain, the Church the refuge.”
sald an official.

East Indonesia’s military com-
mander, Major  General Sintong
Panjaltan, has defended the army’s
controversial strategy of the territo-
rial approach, which also enlists Ti-
morese In militias to liaise between
the people and the military.

Mr Carrascalao said the policy had
only succeeded in the viliages, not in
Dili, and he advised the army to stop
recruiting Timorese, who have a
long history of fighting among
themselves.

Under Indonesian rule, the num-
ber of schools in East Timor has
risen from 70 to 575, boosting litera-
¢y, which was only 8 per cent under
Portugal.

But Mr Carrascalao sald there
were no jobs for the graduates and
the per-capita annual income,
$US150 ($191.24), almost four times
that of the colonial era, was only a
fraction of the rest of Indonesia.

Analysts say economic develop-
ment has brought better-educated
migrants from other parts of the
country who have pushed aside the
East Timorese, exacerbating anti-
Indonesia sentiment.

The unifying force in East Timor
s the Church, whose reach is re-
flected in the shrines and statues of
Christ and the Virgin Mary dotting
the territory and the power of the
priests who arbitrate social disputes
among the people.

“People follow the Church biindiy.
The army wiil fail if it doesn’t listen
to the Church,” Mr Carrascalao said.

General Sintong has threatened to
close a church-run school, the only
one in the territory teaching Portu-
guese.

Analysts say that would force the
two sides into a showdown which the
military was certain to iose in terms
of winning the sympathy of the
people.

“Tt's a difficult time for optimism,”
Mr Carrascalao said.

Reuters
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(GGovernor to

quit if

Timor

inquiry biased

By foreign affairs writer TONY PARKINSON and agencies

EAST Timor's Governor
threatened yesterday to re-
sign if there was a cover-up in
the Indonesian government
investigation into last Tues-
day's army shootings at the
8anta Cruz cemetery in which
up to 100 people died.

East Timor-born Governor
Mario Viegas Carrascalao
said: “If the results are not
objective, people here would
no longer trust our Govern-
ment. If ... they are not ob-
Jective I will resign from the
governorship.”

But the special representa-
tive of the Fretilin resistance
movement, Mr Jose Ramos
Horta, gave The Australian
last night more details on a
second mass execution alleged
to have happened at the very
time senfor government fig-
ures were promising the in-
quiry into the first massacre.

He said 80 young East Timo-
rese were stripped naked,
blindfoldéd, and their hands
and feet bound before being
executed by a firing squad of
hooded Indonesian soldiers.

Asked about the claim, the
Prime Minister, Mr Hawke,
sald last night: “There is no

More reports — Page 7

information availabie to the
Government at this stage but
our embassy is pursuing in-
quiries about it.”

Indonesian military spokes-
man Brigadier General Nur-
hadi Purwosaputro yesterday
denied the charges that
troops had executed the 80
prisoners.

“The report is a big le.
ABRI (the Indonesian armed
forces) is not that brutal be-
cause East Timorese are also
Indonesians,” Brigadier Gen-
eral Nurhadi toid the officiai
Antara news agency.

Mr Horta said the second
massacre happened at a
remote setting outside Dili on
Friday and had been confir-
med by a contact in East
‘Timor with whom he had spo-
ken at the weekend.

Mr Horta, in Paris to lobby
Western governments to push
for UN Security Council ac-
tion against Indonesia, said
the incident showed “what a
compiete farce the so-called
investigation is”.

“These are the same peopie
who orchestrated the killings.
It is the same as asking Pol
Pot to investigate the crimes

of the Khmer Rouge.

“We totally oppose it. We de-
nounce it completely.”

Mr Horta said he had spo-
ken to his informant at the
weekend, and was given a de-
talled rundown of what took
place near the village of
Bemos.

“Eighty prisoners, most of
them young people, were exe-
cuted on November 15. The
prisoners were taken in four
trucks from Indonesian mili-
tary bases in Taibesse and
Manteuana to Bemos, which
is several miles outside Dill.

“The military forced the pri-
soners to strip naked, tied
their hands and their feet,
and biindfoided their eyes.

“They were thrown into the
trucks, and the trucks were
covered with canvas so that
nobody would see the cargo.

“At Bemos, the prisoners
were piaced on the edge of
special ditches that had been
expressly opened for the pur-
pose. They were ali machine-
gunned. There were several
volieys of fire.

“The military which exe-
cuted this massacre had their
heads covered by hoods, so
that they wouid not be identi-
fied. But my source said they
't;ﬂq_nged to battalions 700 and

Mr Horta said he also under-
stood many dozens of prison-
ers had been taken from East
Timor to the West Timorese
capital of Kupang.

“We believe Indonesia is
seeking to hide them from
foreign missions and the In-
ternational Red Cross,” Mr
Horta said.

He also claimed the Indone-
sian military was stopping the
Red Cross and church repre-
sentatives from having access
to the wounded in hospitals.

“Many are dying, not from
lack of medication, but be-
cause the military is prevent-
ing doctors from treating the
people,” he said.

The Minister for Shipping,
8Senator Coilins, yesterday
called on his federa! ministry
colleague, the Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Senator
Evans, to offer medical assist-
ance for wounded survivors of
last Tuesday’s massacre.

Senator Collins said he had
asked Senator Evans's office
if it could move quickly on the
matter.

The Australian, 19 November 1991




EASTTIMOR

The mirror that speaks in whispers

In an East Timor village, Moses Manoharan finds
many of the problems that afflict the abandoned

Portuguese colony.

HE impoverished town of Li-

quica, by the shimmering tropi-

cal sea, mirrors the triumphs
and failures of the Indonesian army in
its battle to win the hearts of the
people of East Timor.

The women talk in whispers of the
people gunned down by the army in
Dili on 12 November. Some live in fear
of their lives.

In the heart of Liquica, a school the
military helped improve bustles with
the activity of neatly dressed children.

“We can bulld schoois and hospitals,
but what about freedom of the spirit
and the soul?” asks Father Rafael dos
Santos, the Roman Catholic priest of
Liquica’s church.

Father Rafael said life for Liquica’s
5000 people was different under the
Portuguese, who left In 1975 after
three centuries of colonial rule. Indo-
neslan troops moved in the same year,

and the territory was annexed in 1976.

“Now we live under pressure,” the
47-year-old priest said.

Witnesses said youths were being
rounded up and questioned about
their movements on 12 November,
when the army opened fire on 3500
mourners who had met at the Santa
Cruz cemetery in Dill to mourn a
youth kilied in clashes between pro-
and anti-Indonesian factions.

‘The army says 19 died in the firing,
with about 80 injured.

“We heard that more than 180
people died. We are afraid to talk to
you because of the army,” sald a wid-
ow. Her husband disappeared after In-
donesian troops swept in as civll war
broke out in 1975 to stop an indepen-
dence movement.

A seamstress earning the equivalent
of $A3.20 a week to feed her six chil-
dren, she lives In a house with a tin

roof, four pictures of Christ and the
Virgin Mary, and two beds.

The woman, of mixed Timorese and
Portuguese blood, wonders how she
will feed seven children as she waits
for her jobless husband after another
fruitless day's search for work. Her
eighth child feeds at her breast.

She, like the other women of the
town, is a staunch follower of the Ro-
man Catholic Church, which forbids
contraceptives that are used in other
parts of Muslim-dominated Indonesia
to keep the birth rate down.

To her and many others, the Indone-
sian language is more foreign than
Portuguese. Older residents speak
with nostaigia about Portuguese rule,
but their views conflict with statistics
of a huge increase in per capita in-
come and the number of schools, hos-
pitais and roads since 1975.

Gabriel is a symbol of the success of
that change. Picked up by the military
and put through school, the 24-year-
old is now employed on one of the
many: military road projects. He is
smartly dressed, unlike many of the
youths in town who wander the streets

with dirty jeans and unkempt hair.

“They made my life,” he said in flu-
ent Indonesian, adding that he hoped
Timorese would soon begin accepting
Indonesian rule and try to benefit
from it.

Even so, he is stopped at a military
outpost at the edge of the town where
he gets a special interrogation by a
fellow Timorese, Fase, a second lieu-
tenant who is part of the military's
controversial territorial approach.

The strategy, by which locals were
recruited for a dreaded militia, has
been denounced by East Timor gover-
nor Mario Viegas Carrascalao as a
failure that sets Timorese against Ti-
morese, and which laid the founda-
tions for the violence at the cemetery.

“Yes, we have rounded up many
young mean, but 1t was not because of
Fretilin but because they were drunk
or fighting,” Fase said, conceding the
problems could be caused by
unempioyment.

Fretllin is the East Timorese guer-
illa movement fighting for indepen-
dence. Dipiomats said that the
number of guerillas had dwindied to

iess than 100, and that it was a brutal
army rule and lack of economic op-
portunity that had deepened the ha-
tred of Jakarta’s rule.

A foreign nun in East Timor for sev-
eral years said people like Fase often
settled personal scores by wrongly ac-
cusing their enemies of being linked to
Fretilin. This had fuelled hatred be-
tween East Timorese.

She said the Indonesians had con-
tributed to the problem by insisting, as
everywhere else in Indonesia, that
everyone declare a formal religion.

Animists overnight became Chris-
tians, since it was the religion they had
heard about from the missionaries. It
swelled the ranks of the territory's
Catholics, who formed only 27 per
cent of the population 1n 1972, to more
than 90 per cent.

“I'm afrald the Christians here have
learned the message of the Oid Testa-
ment, an eye for an eye, not the one in
the New Testament — turn the other
cheek,” the nun said. “It is now neces-
sary for the army to remain to prevent
Timorese from killing each other.”

Reuter
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Timorese
overnor

erates
Jakarta

By correspondents in Lisbon, Diti and Jakarta

AS Indonesian officials
continued accusing foreign
media of causing and exag-
gerating the recent blood-
bath in East Timor, the
province’s Governor ac-
cused the Jakarta Govern-
ment of being ill-informed
about the issue.

Governor Mario Carrascalao
sald he had just returned to
East Timor from talks with
the ministers of defence and
the interior and the head of
the armed forces in Jakarta.

“They are not very well in-
formed,” he told the Lishon
daily, Publico. “They have
only been told half-truths.

“The massacre was not
something that happened on
the spur of the moment.

have totalled 200 and took
what It called a “diplomatic
step” to protest about the
brutal repression of indepen-
dence demonstrations in East

Timor.

The Pope had added his per-
sonal protest last week when
meeting the new Indonesian
ambassador to the Vatican,
the papal spokesman Car-
dinal Joaquin Navarro, said.

He said the “painful events
of last November 12 pro-
foundly struck the Holy See”.

However, East Timor's
Catholic bishop, Bishop Car-
los Belo, yesterday accused
pro-independence rebels of
trying to use the church for
political purpases in demon-
strations.

Bishop Belo earlier had
charged that troops shot def-

1 dents in suppress-

There were ant. said
Mr Carrascalao, who had
threatened to resign after the
shooting unless Jakarta held

a full inquiry and brought to

book those responsible.
“Things that happened here
in Dilf, especially at night,
with groups of masked men
who fought and created an

‘Pick-up truck
full of corpses’

effective curfew. There was
low-level interference by the
Indonesians which in fact cre-
ated problems.”

Timorese opposition groups
have accused the Indonesian
army of setting up & clandes-
tine militia in Dilt, which they
accuse of secret arrests and

killings.

The death toll from the mas-
sacre, in which between 50
and 100 Timorese were shot
dead by troops during a
peaceful funeral procession,
has still not been confirmed.
There have also been uncon-
firmed reports of later killings
of Timorese who were witnes-
ses to the massacre.

Mr Carrascalao said he had
seen a truckful of corpses
after the funeral procession
shootings.

~] saw with my own eyes 91
wounded — 20 to 30 seriously —
in the military hospital and
eight seriously wounded In
the civilian hospital, and a
pick-up truck full of corpses. I
can’t say how many,” he said.

The Indonesian dissident
group, the Petition of 50, said
the Jakarta Government and
its forces were prone to using
guns Instead of handling such
demonstrations humanely.

The Vatican said at the
weekend the deaths could

ing the anti-Indaonesian pro-
test In Dill. However, in a
statement yesterday, he de-
clared: “We do not want the
church used for a political
purpose.

“There have been attempts
by a certain group to use the
church for a purpose that has
nothing to do with religion.”
he said, in a reference to left-
ist Fretilin guerilias.

Indonesia’s Co-ordinating
Minister of Polltical and Se-
curity Affalrs, Mr Sudomo,
said Jakarta should not be
afrald to face foreign pressure
over East Timor.

He pointed to past threats
by foreign countries to cut off
or reduce aid to Indonesia
that did not materialise, such
as In the wake of the Febru-
ary 1990 executions of four
presidential guards involved
in a falled communist-backed
coup attempt in 1985.

The Police Chief of Dil,
Colonel Ishak Kodijat, was
quoted yesterday as saylng
that 29 of 41 Timorese de-
tained after the funeral pro-
cession would be freed soon
after further interrogation.
About 12 of those detained
would remain in custody.

oIn a clear hint to Presi-
dent Suharto, a leading exec-
utive of the Democratic Party
of Indonesia has called for
limiting the length of time an
Indonesian may serve as
president to 10 years.

“Therefore the dynamism of
the highest leadership of our
State should be adjusted by
not allowing it to last more
than 10 consecutive years,”
the Merdeka dally quoted Mr
Kwik Kian Gie as saying.

Reuters, AFP, AP
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‘Shoot on sight’

orders to
Indon troop

JAKARTA: Indonesian Indonesian student pick- But foreign witnesscs and other
troops in the East Timor capi- ¢led the embassy y, de-
ulofDiliha_vebeenotdetedpl:: manding a formal fom  higher, | the death toll much

\ustra 1 3 n A special pational i uiry set
L I sian diplomatic offices in Australia.  to investigate the Novem! ncr
roaming the city’s streets at The group, an association of five gﬂgsml‘:;tcopiaof:m

night and raiding homes. Muslim Christian_student or: taken iti
sim - by a British

w ordered mem tions known as the Cipayung
m:n:':nmmbﬂ'nﬁfn% up, also pickeied he embesty o Supreme Court judge Djaciani,
:&uﬂmmm the gemvwémzfu bumingof head of the seven-micmber commis-
troops meet them,” local A in  sion conducting the inqui id i
Byl Ep Gt A e et S Sl o
i rebelshavesc. - Th¢ Indoncsian Military Chief,  “We need sach video recordings

1 will leave for
he py wlm.':' not':r:@bumtedbylhemthonm Dili on Thursday to begin investiga-
i based Timorese sources, quoting In Internation-
‘"K.;‘:,"'"“’“ s theallo,  SMBlic and civil sources in East ....m.....‘“;‘;‘.lmm
, strongly denies Tllcmot,r:uxldtmopsd!’mdadmpeo- were being trained in ia, with
mwm.. Warouw szid be was not p oningvembef. .leyn&m 'more than a score™ in the country at
certain of the existence of such odlﬂyovembulsontheouuhm' of  Officials of the London-based hu-
“] don't m‘rﬂem&rqm _ The gmlessomcu m:’% on Gova'nmennomhbu‘:eimmedi-
them, § don't & : 570 b BB deeaden anennt
itstrue ornot,” hesaid. moftheNovembuleillin:li:: :I?'oouna. * inquiry fato the
a h‘l‘:eAusu'llnnEtn;hl_uymhhr- theAl%lll{locmetery - AAP
announced it is in says 19 died and
ot vuugu# welBRI people 91 m:u:am ot work;
donesian troops afier the November  fire on a procession of 3500 civilians Kamal. — Page 8 Maicolm
12 Dili shootings. in the capital on November 12. Booker's view., —

Indonesia’s President Suharto, centre, receives military honours on armival in Caracas, enozuola.”
Sunday. At left is the Venezuelan President, Carlos Andres Peraz. President smam'v mon
Group of 15 summit meetlng.‘ Bl the
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Amnesty claims
another 80
people executed

By GARETH BOREHAM,
Sydney

soldiers ted up to
another 80 people three days after
- the Santa Cruz massacre and
dumped their bodies in mass
graves outside Dili, according to
unconfirmed Amnesty lnter-
national reports.

Amnesty said yesterday that it
had received reports that between
60 and 80 people, many witnesses
to the Santa Cruz shootings, were

ted on 15 . Indo-
nesia has deaied the reports, call-
ing them “a big lie™.

A ess to the all
told Amns!y he would pmvlde
more detalls to a United Nations
delegation if his safety could be
guaranteed.

Amnesty also released the
names of 60 people, some as young
as 14 years oid, killed or feared
dead following the Santa Cruz
shootings on 12 November.

The organlsatlons campaign
director, Mr Andre Frankovits,
saild Amnpesty was updating its
information on Timor hourly as
more reports of killings, arresis
and torture were received.

Mr Frankovits said the informa-
tion “put paid to the credibility” of
the Indonesian Government's ver-
sion of events. While the Santa
Cruz massacre had attracted con-
siderable publlc attention, it was
typical of many human rights
abuses in Timor since the 1975
Indonesian invasion.

According to reports of the

alleged 15 November killings, the
victims were stripped naked,
blindfolded with their hands tied
and driven to the outskirts of Diil.

There, the reports say, they
were shot with automatic weapons
on the edge of newly dug ditches.

“We need to have the Intor-
national community go mere.'We

munity is in such uproar that some
definite result may come from
some positive action,” he said.
“It will hopefully bring about
the punishment of those who are

the military authorities that they
cannot get away with it.” -

- THE AGE TUESDAY 26 NOVEMBER 1991

Dili protesters may
face death penalty

By MARK BAKER,

foreign editor

A group of 70 young Timorese held
in isolation since protesting in
Jakarta last week over the Dili
massacre may face the death pen-
alty under Indonesia’s draconian
anti-subversion laws.

The intelligence chief of the
Jikarta Police District, Colonel
Wagiman, has told human rights
lawyers that authorities are con-

charging the Timorese,

students, under the 1963

1aws already used to execute
about 1000 alleged communists.

_‘l'he 70, who held a peaceful pro-

test rally last Tuesday, have been
deitained at the Jakarta metropoli-
tap police headquarters. They
have been refused contact with
relatives or lawyers.

firmed that all the detainees had
been charged under articles 154
and 135 of the Indonesian criminal
code.

The alleged offences, “
ing feelings of hostility, hatred or
contempt mlnd the Government
of Indonesia”, carry jall terms of
four to seven years,

A spokesman for Amnesty Inter-

national, Mr Andre Frankovits,
#ald In Sydney that grave concerns
were held for the safety of the
‘Himorese because they were being
illégally beld in isolation.

THE TIMOR
KILLINGS

“Because they are being kept
incommunicado, It is more Ilkely
they are being ill-treated or tor-
tured. There IS a pattern of such
lll-treatment. The way these
people have been picked up and
refused access to lawyers and
their families shows fotal con-
tempt for - lnternaﬂonnl public
opinion.” -

Representatives of the Legal
Ald Institute held a third meeting
with police authorities yesterday
to discuss the detainees, but were
again denled access to them. A
spokesman said Colonel Wagiman
had said the detainees were being
well treated and the representa-
tives would be allowed to see them
tomorrow.

The head of the institute, Mr
Abdul Hakim, called at the week-
end for the detainees’ immediate
release as prisoners of conscience.

“In our: they were not
dolng something illegal,” Mr
Hakim said in an interview for the
ABC Radlo program ‘Indian Pacif-
ic’. “They expressed thelr opinion
peacefully so there is no reason
for the authorities to interrogate
or detain these people.” !

The arrest of the 70, which Indo-

muhnomuhhoﬂymmydanum

were continuing in the former

Portugese territory. “The situation

is very, very bad,” Mr Ramos
Horta said in Lisbon.

“A lot of peasants have been
shot at random in the small ham-
lets, many priests have been beat-
en up and the military have been
confiscating statues and rosary
beads from the churches. No one
is allowed to leave the city after
4pm.”

The Age, 26 November 1991

The Age, 5 December 1991

Dili toll higher: Timor Governor

By MOSES MANOHARAN,
Dill, Wednesday

The Governor of East 'l‘lmor, Mr
Mario Viegas has
sald that far more people were
killed than the Indonesian army
claimed when troops fired on
mourners last month. He said most
were shot down while praying.

“The minimum figure now, If
you take into account all the fig-
ures that have been mentioned
and what I myseif saw, I believe it
is between 50 and lootorsune. he
said last night.

Mr Carrascalao is the first Indo-
nesian official to publicly refute
the army version of events in the
Santa Cruz cemetery ta Dili on 12
November.

The army said that 19 dled when

were attending a memorial ser-
vice for a separatist killed in riots
between supporters and opponents
of the annexation.

Mr Carrascalao said thet only a
few people had stood outside the
cemetery shouting slogans in sup-
port of Fretilln guerilias. He
accused a secret force of pnrlndo
nesian for
situation that led to the vlolence.

The Governor said that the
army in East Timor appeared
deeply divided between hard-in-
ers and those, like the local mill-
tary commander, who wanted a
softer approach. He said Briga-
dier-General Rudolf Warouw had
a more humane strategy but he
doubted whether the general was
in complete control. He said that
members of the military had com-

troops fired to d
from a dangerous mob. Other re-
ports say that the shooting was un-
provoked and have put the death
toll at up to 180. The deaths
sparked an international outcry.

The Governor said that be had
himself seen one truckload of bod-
ies after the shooting, and said the
figure might be even higher. He
warned that he would resign
uniess a Government commission
investigating the shooting pub-
lished the truth.

The European Community yes-
terday joined the growing number
of countries demanding that indo-
nesia allow an independent inves-
tigation commission to visit the
former Portuguese colony.

Mr Carrascalao sald the firing
went on for about two minutes and
that most of those shot were pray-
ing inside the cemetery. They

plained to him about the large
number of intelligence

orgmlsntiom in East Timor.
Mr Carr sald he believed
that Genera! Warouw had become

demonstrate during a visit by a US
official last year.

He urged Jakarta to pull out all
the troops sent to East Timor to
fight Fretilin and leave behind
only those trained to deal with
civilians in peacetime.

In Brussels, the European Com-
munity yesterday called for an in-
dependent inquiry into the massa-

cre and warned that cooperation’

with Jakarta could be threatened
by the killings.

MARK METHERELL reports
from Canberra: The Foreign Min-
ister, Senator Evans, supported an

Mr Carrascalao: the first Indonesian official to refute the army's version of events at Dili.

investigation into the Dili massa-
cre by the UN Commission on
Human Rights.

He also risked the wrath of Indo-
nesia by raising the possibility of
the UN helping in the longer-term
reconciliation of the East Timor-

ese issue — a step the East Timor-
ese resistance insists would have
to include seif-determination for
the territory.

Next week, Australia and Indo-
nesia are scheduled to sign agree-
ments aliowing oil and gas explo-

ration in the Timor Sea. The
ceremony is expected to take
place somewhere in Australia,
although the venue is being shift-
ed from Darwin because of Indo-

neslan security concerns.
— Reuter
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Australian Reaction:
Government
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PM urges Indonesia to talk

B8y MARK METHERELL,
-diplomatic correspondent,

The Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, last
ighf urged the Indonesian Govern-
ment to negotiate with the East Ti-
mocese people, including the resis-
tange forces, to work out a peaceful
solution to the conflict in the
terpitory

‘In his most forthright statement yet
on,” Indonesia’s handling of East
Timor, Mr Hawke said the need for
peace talks seemed to be the lesson of
Tuesday's killings in Dill.

. However, Mr Hawke ruled out Aus-
traua agreeing to involvement by the
‘United Nations in the talks, saying In-
donesia would not accept this because
it would see it as a move towards East
Timorese self-determination.

If Australla suggested that East
Timgr was not part of Indonesia and
revoked Australian recognition of
that, Indonesla would “bring down
the shutters”. The East Timor people
would suffer as a result and Australia

Mr Hawke

But he said that Australia should be
steadfast in its unequivocal condem-
nation of the killings then say to Indo-
nesia, “for God's sake let’s now look
to the future. Please come to an
understanding that you haven't got
the hearts and minds of the East
Timorese”.

He said on the ABC’s ‘7.30 Report’
that Ind had to recogn:
the people of East Timor bad a deep
sense of cultural identity and lndone-
sla had not won their i

General Try

He said he was disappointed that the
statement did not fully reflect the
events in East Timor.

The Government would {ake a
close interest in the manner in which
Indonesta’s inquiry into the shootings
was conducted and in the action
which followed.

Mr Hawke also responded to com-
ments by Indonesia's military chief,
General Try Sutrisno, that “at the
most” 30 people died. Mr Hawke said:
“I want to stress that, whatever the
final number of casualties, it is obvi-
ous that an appalling tragedy has oc-
curred. It does not depend on what
the final number is, an appalling trag-
edy has occurred.”

However he welcomed General
Try's public regret at the deaths and
promise of a thorough investigation.

The killings have provoked outspo-
'lsen reectiom from both sides of Par-

n
the 16 years since it annexed East
Timor.

Earller. Mr Hawke criticised a

would lose its i in Ind
Mr Bawke said.

d by the Ii
Embusy ln Canberra on Wednesday.

Mr Kevin Andrews, (Lib., Vic.)
accused successive governments of
being “completely gutless” on the
East Timor issue since the 1975 Indo-
nesian invasion.

Mr Andrews said it was ironic that
Australia was prosecuting a former
Nazi accused of killing several bun-
dred Jews, when with Indonesia it
was jointly prospecting for oit around
Timor where Indonesia had been in-
volved over the years in the “‘mass
extermination” of about one third of
East Timor's poputation.

@ Victorlan MPs from all parties
have urged the Foreign Minister, Sen-
ator Evans, to promote talks under
United Nations auspices on the future
of East Timor.

A petition signed by 58 MPs con-
demned the shooting of civilians in
East Timor this week and said the
people there were living in a contin-
ual state of fear in their own country.

@ A Community Aid Abroad field
officer feared missing after the Dili
massacre was found safe and well
yesterday in Bali. Mr Bob Muntz, who
was in East Timor both as a repre-
sentative of CAA and a commentator
for the radio station 3CR, had fled
over a fence at the Dili cemetery
when the shootings began.

The Age, 15 November 1991

—Herold-Sun, Friday, November 15, 1991

THE DILI MASSACRE

A dinkum
probe must
occur — PM

THE Prime Minister,
Mr Hawke, last night
demanded a “dinkum
inquiry” into the East
Timor massacre and
told Indonesia to pun-
ish those responsible.

Mr Hawke said Indone-
sian troops had to accept
responsibility. and even if
they were provoked, no
justification existed for
the llnamcne of innocent

D
pe'o“l'mm should be a dink-
um mqulry. not some cov-
er-up,” he said.

“And a commitment to
punish those found re-
sponsible.”

Mr Hawke said that
without Indonesia's genu-
ine regret, a proper inquiry
and punishment of those
msponslble. he would call
off a trip to Indonesia
pianned for February.

“It is an a palling
tragedy,” he sal

Mr Hawke told Parlia-
ment it was clear that even
if there had been some
provocation by the crowd.
the Indonesian military’s
response was excessive.

He said the first secre-
tary at Australla’s Jakarta
embassy, Mr David Binns.
would stay in Dili for seve-
ral days to investigate the
massacre.

While the death toil from
the massacre at the Santa
Cruz cemetery remai
uncertain, Fretilin resist-
ance group spokesman
Alfreda Ferreira said in
Darwin it was increasingly
clear that Jakarta's latest

estimate of 50 was less
than half the real figure.

East Timor's Roman
Catholic bishop said
yesterday Indonesian
troops reportedly fired
without warning.

Bishop Ximenes Carlos
Belo said separatist mili-
tants put the death toll at
about 180.

The military comman-
der of the region, Brigadier
Rudolf Warouw, said 91
people had been injured,
including an army officer
and a soldier.

Two American journal-
ists who later flew to
Guam for hospital treat-
ment said soldiers fired re-
peatedly into the 2000
mourners who gathered
for a service marking the
death of Sebastian Gomez
in riots two weeks ago.

Casualties

Among the casualties
was a New Zealander, Ka-
mal Ahmed Bamadhaj,
who had been studying in
Australia and who is re-
ported to have died after
being shot at least twice.

New Zeaiand has sent an
envoy to East Timor and
expressed its concermn.

‘The European Commun-
ity and the United States
have both condemned the
violence.

UN Secretary-General
Javier Perez de Cuellar
said he was profoundly
disturbed by the events
and called for a report by a
UN official.

In other developments
yesterday:

® The Foreign Affairs
Minister, Senator Evans,
expressed Australia's
“very deep concern” to his
Indonesian counterpart at
the Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation meeting in
Seoul.

® Protesters from the
Australian Coalition for
East Timor criticised the
Government for being in-
active in helping Timor's
self-determination
struggle.

@ The brutality of the
killings prompted 100
angry protesters to march
on Parliament House
accusing Canberra of par-
tial blame in the Lraﬁ .

Indonesian officials
ackir::wledged h%e nee:ldlolll'

uiry, wit!
public findings.

In Sydney, the Catholic
Church said the Austra-
lian Government must in-
sist the East Timorese
people be given the right
to speak freely without
fear of reprisals.
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INDONESIAN STATEMENT

Press statement of the smbassy of
Indonesia in Canbermra.

A large demonstration consisting of
rougg; 2000 had taken" -
place in conlunoﬂon with the

memorial service for Sebastio

Gomes who died in the incident on.
28 October 1991 at the Motael
Church. The demonstration moved
toward the vicinity of the local -

cemetery.
On the way to the Santa Cruz -
the ators were
waving gf'ﬁllﬂ flags and clrrylng
acards, and sharp, pointed
instruments and knives,
provoking the security personnel,

The security personnel
persuaded the demonstrators to
calm down and carry on with the
memorial service. Instead, some of
them became excited to the point of
seriously injuring an cnnr major
who was a de|
commander. That brutal event
apparently had lorcod the security
personnel to react.

It has been noted that there has
been an increasing belligerent
attitude of smail activist groups in
Diii lately who were opposed to the
lmuis ol E'a;:. Tgnor mlug a

oVl nco o | o
F nomm in the
vicin ot the s-m- Cruz cemetery

il could be considered as a

clh;r'llx of this mmgo. the Gov

was reported that ernor
of East Timor has visited Dili Public
Hospital where 20 to 30 persons
were being treated from serious
wounds. Internation
Committee of the Red Cross had
estimated approximately 20
casuaities.

There were further reports that
two foreign correspondents

el? be in Dili. Of ”rr‘u.al tw‘g
persons s
one carried a Now Zum
mspon but (wn) of Malaysian
and the other person carried
an Australian passport with the
of Robert Mand.

The For n Minmor of

|Economlc Cooperation, in his
communication with the embassy of
Indonesia in Canberra on
Wednesday moming, 13 November,
1991 states that the Government of
Indonesia is compiling a fuli report
on the unfortunate incident and
noted that lately provocative actions
have been displayed against
Beucl:umy personnel, particularty, in

The Armed Forces Commander,
General Try Sutrisno, in a statement
to reporters in Jakarta today
pointed out that the indonesian
military in carrying its responsibility
to maintain public order operate
under strict procedures in handling
unruly demonstrations and would
not resort to firing after completing
established procedure to the point
of implementing self-defence
measures.



Former ambassador urges
Hawke to visit Indonesia

By KATHERINE GLASCOTT

THE Prime Minister, Mr Hawke,
should resist calls to abandon his
scheduled trip to Jakarta next year
and use the visit to urge a2 non-
military solution to East Timeor's
problems, the former Australian

b dor to Ind ia, Mr Bilil
Morrison, said yesterday.

While Australia was not in a posi-
tion to force its will on Indonesia,
Mr Morrison said Mr Hawke should
use his influence to ensure a peace-
ful solution in East Timor.

“I think probably President Su-
harto would be the first to make
this recognition that the military
operations (in East Timor) after 16
years still haven’t achieved their
purpose,” Mr Morrison told the
Nine network’s Sunday program.

Mr Morrison’s comments add fuel
to the debate over how Mr Hawke
should respond to last Tuesday’s

massacre, when the Indonesfan mil-
itary opened fire on several thou-
sand mourners near the Santa Cruz
cemetery in Dili, killing about 100
people, according to some reports.

Mr Morrison, who was the Austral-
ian b dor to Ind ia from
1985-88 and a defence minister in
the Whitlam government, said Aus-
tralia could influence Indonesian
thinking on East Timor because
there were Indonesians in Jakarta
who had similar concerns.

A spokesman for the Prime Minis-
ter said Mr Hawke had not decided
whether he would go ahead with his
visit to Indonesia.

Meanwhile, the president of the
Business Council of Australia, Mr
Brian Loton, said Australia needed
to have a closer understanding,

involvement and a famillarity with
Indonesia.

The Australian, 18 November 1991

Second envoy sent
to probe Timor killings

By ROBERT GARRAN

and wire serviees

Amid reports of a second
massacre in East Timor, the
Australian embassy in
Jakarta sent a second diplo-
mat to Dili yesterday to
: igate the allegati

The Prime Minister, Mr
© Hawke, said the Government
had no information about the
reported second massacre on
Friday, in which it was alleged
that up to 100 East Timorese
were rounded up by Indone-
siamn troops, drivem off in
trucks, executed and buried in
a mass grave.

Asked what action the Gov-
ermment would take if the
reports proved true, Mr
Hawke said: “Don’t ask me
hypothetical questions.”

A spokesman for the
Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade said the
first secretary in the Jakarta
mission, Mr David Binns, who
was sent to Dili to investigate
last Tuesday’s massacre, had
seen no evidence of a second
attack.

Mr Binns arrived in Dili on
Thursday and left on Suaday
evening to return to Jakarta.

The third secretary, Mr
Mark Napier, was dwe to

Supreme Court officials
contacted could not confirm
. f Jaelani

executions and had heard that
they were people who had been

the app
who is one of 5! judges who
draw their authority from the
highest court.

Timorese community
groups yesterday urged the
Federal Government to sead 2
team of independent observers
to the troubled territory.

Well-informed human
rights and diplomatic sources
in Jakarta said they had no
information on the aliegations
of up to 100 further deaths but
break several other sources
confirmed the killings.

Video footage of the first
massacre in the Santa Cruz

y will be pt d to
the European Parliament
today, an envoy for the East
Timor independence move-
ment, Fretilin, Mr Jose
Ramos Horta, said from
France.

A spokesman for Mel-
bourne’s Timorese commu-
nity, Mr Abel Gutteres, said
he and other Timorese living
in Victoria received informa-
tion yesterday from terrified
families and relatives in Dili,
saying more killings were
taking place.

“Early this morming 1

arrive in Dili y day and
the department was awaiting
his report, the spokesman
said.
A Jakartz wewspaper, the
Suara Pembarsan, said yes-
terday Indonesia’s Supreme
Court Chief Ali Said had
named Supreme JIndge Jae-
fa0i (o hend the National
1 igation C N

an ey report
from Dili saying that four
army trucks loaded with as
many 2s 70 people left Dili
headed west,” Mr G

ded up by the army after
the Santa Cruz massacre.

The people had been taken
to the Dili Korem, or army
headquarters, where they were
held before being taken to
their executions and burial, he
said.
Mr Gutetres said Indowe-
sian troops were searching for
survivors of last week’s mas-
sacre, in an effort to kill them
before amy inquiry takes
place.

A Fretilin resistance
spokesman in Darwia, Mr
Alfreda Ferreira, said Fretilin
sources had confirmed the
execution of up to 100 East
Timorese west of Dili on
Friday.

Early reports estimate
between 60 and 80 had died
but now sources were claiming
four trucks had ench carvied
about 25 people to mass
graves mear the small village
of Bemos.

Mr Ferreira said three
wilnesses saw the prisoners
taken to the edge of the
freshly dug graves, where they
were killed with automatic
fire by Imdonesian soldiers.

In London, the Indonesian
Human Rights Campaign,
Tapol, alleged 80 executions
took place on Friday.

Mr Horta said he would ask

said.

“The people were naked,
blindfolded, with their hands
tied behind their backs, and
were being driven away by

bers of Ind :

to
probe into all aspects of the
bloody shooting ia East
TFimor.

s Bat-
talion 700 and 744.”

Mr Horta said he too had
received confirmation of the

the Europ C ity to
set up its own investigation
into the massacre, in combi-
nation with Amnesty Interna-
tional and other international
agencies.

Indonesia’s decision to
appoint an investigative team
was totally unacceptable, Mr
Horta said.

Financial Review, 19 November 1991
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Australia
may back
UN role
in Timor

By foreign affairs writer TONY PARKINSON

A SENIOR federal gov-
ernment minister yesterday
raised for the first time the
possibility that Australia
might yet support proposals
for United Nations interven-
tion after last week's mas-
sacre in East Timor.

The Minister for Industry,
Technology and Commerce,
Senator Button - a one-time
critic of Australia’s decision to
recognise Indonesia’s sover-
eignty over the province —
said the idea of a UN confer-
ence to solve the problems of
East Timor should not be re-
Jected immediately.

“It 1s a matter that has to be
considered as the facts un-
fold,” Senator Button said.
"He sald a decislon on
Australia’s attitude to this
{ssue would ultimateiy be the
province of the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Hawke, and the Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs, Sena-
tor Evans, who were in touch
with other countries’ ieaders.

Traditionally, the Hawke
Government has opposed UN
involvement on the ground
that Indonesia would not co-
operate in any process that
¢alled into question its sover-

Strategic
interests

eignty over East Timor. A
standing resolution before the
UN calls for the self-deter-
mination of the East Timo-
rese people.

+ But a8 the push for interna-
tional involvement gathered
momentum, the Federal Gov-
ernment was coming under
more pressure to toughen its
stance.

The Australian section of
the International Commission
of Jurists added its voice yes-
terday to the demands for an
international inquiry into the
circumstances of the mas-
sacre, comprising a team of
investigators and . {awyers
working under the auspices of
the UN,

In answer to Opposition
calls for the Government to
put on hold any official visits
to Jakarta, Senator Button
told ABC radio last night he
would decide by the end of the
month whether to proceed
with a planned trip.

- Senator Button conceded
the chances of him visiting
Indonesia next month were
“very uncertain” at this stage.

In other deveiopments yes-
terday, the Indonesian am-
bassador to Australia, Mr
Sabam Siagian, appealed for
more protection for his em-

The Australian, 21 November 1991
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bassy and consulates as they
faced a wave of protests.

He complalned to the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs
about official trade union
pickets outside the embassy in
Canberra and the occupation
on Tuesday of the consulate
in Darwin.

There were also calls for 50
Indonesian officers training
in Australia to be sent home,
and the Australian Council
for Overseas Aid sought the
Government's support to send
an emergency humanitarian
mission into East Timor.

Austraifan defence officials
denied that Indonesian offic-
ers training here were being
instructed in counter-insur-
gency methods used by troops
in East Timor. i

The Coalition tor East
Timor sald Australia was
helping train Indonesian of-
ficers in military disciplines
which were contributing to
the bloodshed in the province.

A spokesman for the Coali-
tion for East Timor, Dr Mi-
chael Wagner, sald yesterday
all Indonesian military per-
sonnel in Australia should be
sent home immediately and
that defence co-operation
should be suspended.

In reply, a defence spokes-
man said: “This is a matter
for the Government and (the
Australian Defence Force)
wouid not be taking any uni-
lateral action on that.

“We believe that a close def-
ence relationship between Aus-
tralla and Indonesia is in
Australia’s strategic interests.”

But news of the Dili mas-
sacre and subsequent reports
of an unrepentant attitude in
th% Indonesian ﬂx"nmt‘nry up to

inciudy
military chief, General Try
Sutrisno, have ralsed ques-
tions about whether the reia-
tionship should be reviewed.

Ald groups and some Labor
backbenchers have urged the
Federal Government to cut
links until Jakarta has answ-
ered to the charge that its
military conducted a system-
atic and brutal attack on un-
armed civilians, which some
groups say cost 2s many as 180
lives.

But a defence force spokes-
man in Canberra said: “We
do not undertake any co-oper-
ative defence activity with the
Indonesian armed forces that
relate to that country’s inter-
nal security functions.”

The spokesman confirmed
that 22 Indonesian officers
‘were in training at Australia’s
Land Warfare Centre at Ca-
nungra in Queensiand. This
was combat instructor train-
ing in what were described as
“low-level tactics".

-



Up to you,
Hawke
tells envoy

By MARK METHERELL,
dipiomatic correspondent,
Canberra

The Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, yes-
terday called in the Indonesian
ambassador, Mr Sabam Siagian, to
make it clear that a planned visit to
Indonesia next February depended
on Jakarta's handling of last week’s
killings in Dill.

While Mr Hawke last week sig-
nalled that his visit would be decid-
ed by Indonesian reaction to the Dili
tragedy, this was the first time he
had presented the position to the
ambassador.

Mr Hawke has called for a public
expression of regret from Indone-
sian authorities, for a thorough and
puhblic investigation of the killings
and for the guilty parties to be pun-
ished.

An Austratian official, Mr David
Binns, who visited Dili, has said in a
report partly released by the Gov-
ernment yesterday that while there
had heen contradictory accounts
about what prompted the shooting,
credible witnesses had confirmed
that the “actions of the security
forces were excessive”.

The Department of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade yesterday handled
Mr Binns’s report in low-key fash-
ion. A department spokesman said
the Government would not release
the full contents to avoid any sug-
gestion that Australia was setting it-
self up as arbiter of events last
Tuesday.

Mr Binns, the first secretary at
the Australian Embassy in Jakarta,
flew to Dili the day after the kill-
ings. During his four-day stay, be
spoke to community leaders, the In-
donesian military leadership on the
isiand, foreigners and others.

According to the spokesman, Mr
Binns reported that it was impossi-
ble to find out the exact death and
casvalty figures. But based on the
information avallable in Dili, “a
tragedy of significant proportions”
had occurred.

The Australian Government was
yesterday awaiting a response from
the Indomesian Government to an
offer to send medical supplies and
staft to help treat the injured.

The Australian ambassador, Mr
Philip Flood, at a meeting with the
Indonesian State Secretary, Mr
Murdiono, and the Foreign Minister,
Mr Alatas, has also urged them to
allow the Red Cross to visit the in-
Jured.

Mr Binns has reported that many
wounded had avolded seeking mili-
tary treatment. Other sources say
residents fear further retribution it
they seek tr t at the hospital
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Hawke blasts
Jakarta over
sick remarks

By foreign affairs writer TONY PARKINSON

THE Prime Minister, Mr
Hawke, yesterdayattacked
Indonesia’s military chief,
General Try Sutrisno, for
“repugnant” comments
made in the wake of the Dili
massacre.

Mr Hawke also repeated his
warning that Indonesia
would lose the respect of the
international community un-
less it punished the culprits.

His comments came against
the background of growing
agitation in the Labor Gov-
ernment, including Cabinet
ministers, for a fundamental
review of Australia's relations
with Indonesia.

There is believed to be
broad agreement in the Cabi-
net that the Federal Govern-
ment must consider down-
grading relations with Indo-
nesia and reappraising its
policy towards East Timor if
there is an attempt by Ja-
karta to play down the killing
of at least 50 people in the
province’s capital last week.

While the Indonesian Presi-
dent, Mr Buharto, has issued
a decree setting up a national
commission of inquiry, fears
that Jakarta is beginning to
stonewall have been fuelled
by the recent strident and in-
flammatory rhetoric of top
military officials, including
General Sutrisno, and signs
that the Suharto administra-
tion is beginning to bristle in
the face of scrutiny from the
Western press.

Three days after the mas-
sacre, General Sutrisno is re-
ported as having sought to
justity the incident to gradu-
ates at a military academy.

“Delinquents like these
agitators have to be shot and
we will shoot them,” he was
quoted as saying.

Yesterday, Mr Hawke ex-

pressed his disgust that Indo-
nesian generals could regard
the shootings as “an okay
way of doing things”.

“I find that repugnant in
the extreme,” Mr Hawke said,
adding that he did not believe
the comments had represen-
ted the view of Mr Suharto
himself.

“I think the President
understands the enormity of
what happened.”

However,  doubts raised by
the strong military flavour of
Mr Suharto’s commission of
inquiry have added to con-
cerns that Jakarta may at-
tempt a whitewash. These
were reinforced in Jakarta
yesterday when two senior
government figures accused
the Western media of bias
and slanted reporting.

Review of
relations

Also, an influential political
commentator, Mr Yuwono
Sudarsno, was quoted in the
Jakarta Post as saying West-
ern media and diplomats
should be banned from East
Timor in the months ahead.
He said last week’s shootings
were in part provoked by the
presence of foreigners.

Mr Hawke said yesterday
that he could find no evi-
dence to support Indonesia's
claims that troops had fired
on the civilians only after vio-
lent provocation.

Senior Australian officials
now believe more than 50
East Timorese were Kkilled
when troops opened fire on
mourners outside a cemetery
in the East Timorese capital
of Dili on November 12,

It is believed unconfirmed
reports of a second massacre,
in which hooded Indonesian
soldiers were alleged to have

executed by machinegun as
many as 80 pro-independence
protesters arrested at the
time of the first massacre,
have also caused anger and
alarm in the highest ranks of
the Hawke Government.

Australian officials have
been unable to corroborate
claims by spokesmen for the
Fretilln resistance that the
second bout of shootings took
place at a time when Jakarta
was promising to conduct a
full inquiry into the massacre
three days earlier,

The issue was ralsed at Cabi-
net on Tuesday, where several
ministers spoke strongly about
the implications for Australia’s
links with Indonesia.

At that meeting, Mr Hawke
briefed his senior colleagues
on the stance he had taken in
the aftermath of the mas-
sacre, and received their sup-
port, although several minis-
ters voiced strong personal
opinions about what action
Australia should take if Indo-
nesia did not satisfactorily
answer the charges made
against its military.

Although a visit by Mr
Hawke to Indonesia early
next year is still contemplat-
ed, the Prime Minister re-
peated yesterday that
Australia’s relations with its
largest regional neighbour
depended on the outcome of
the inquiry

No deadline has been set for
the inquiry but Mr Suharto is
currently in South America.

They are not due to return
to Jakarta until December 16,
and there is no prospect of
the inquiry's findings being
released until the President
and his senior advisers have
considered the details of the
commission's report.

Jakarta protesters, media hit
Australia — Page 6
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Evans may make a protest trip to Jakarta

By MARK METHERELL,

diplomatic correspondent,

Canberrs

The Foreign Minister, Senator Evans,
may visit Indonesia to deliver a tough
message to the Jakarta Government
over the Dili killings.

The federal ALP caucus Is expect-
ed to call on Senator Evans today to
undertake the mission to urge the
indonesian Government towards a
reconciliation with the East Timorese
people.

Preliminary soundings by Austra-
lian officials suggest that the Indone-
slan Government is prepared to con-
sider a visit by Senator Evans. The
visit would take place within weeks.

The move Is part of a caucus plan
designed to put Indonesia on notice
that Australia will not accept a white-
wash over the 12 November shootings
by Indonesian security forces in
which an estimated 30 to 100 East Ti-
morese mourners died.

In other developments yesterday:
@ Amaesty International said there
were unconfirmed reports that up to
80 people had been executed three
days after the massacre.
@ Victorian unions outlined a com-
prehensive campaign against Garuda
Alrlines and telecommunication ser-
vices to Indonesian business and dip-
lomatic interests,

Caucus is ted to d that

PROTESTERS MAY FACE DEATH PENALTY

Indonesia’s anti-subversiea laws may lead to the death penaity for 7¢

young Timeorese held in isolat}

the Dili massacre.

since pr

fng in Jakarta last week ever

Human rights lawyers have been told autherities are censidering
chargiag the Timorese, mostly students, under 1963 laws already used to
execute abeut 1000 alleged communists. PAGE &: Report.

involving the United Nations in the
East Timor dispute, a move that has
previously been resisted by the
Hawke Government and is anathema
to the Subarto Governmeat.

The UN step would be part of a

the Australian Government explore

graduated pilan in which failure by
Indonesia (o deal appropriately with

the killings would be matched by Aus-
tralian penaities, including the sus-
pension of defence links.

Caucus will also call on the Govern-
ment to demand:
@ That Indonesia allow the Inter-
national Red Cross immediate access
to East Timor.

@ A prompt response (o inquiries
about people detained in East Timor.
@ The release of all political prison-
ers in Indonesia.

@ That the Australlan ambassador,
Mr Philip Flood, be allowed to visit
East Timor to observe the national

Government’s loathing of outside
interference in the East Timor con-
flict, which it regards as a domestic
matter.

The plans for the visit were
revealed to senior ALP MPs yester-
day when factional representatives
met Senator Evans to discuss action

against Indonesia in the wake of the
12 November killings and reports of
subsequent executlons of East Timeor-
ese civilians,

After a 80-minute meeting with the
representatives early in the eveaing,
Senator Evans met them again late
last night to thrash out the details of
today’s caucus resolution. The indica-
tions were that the resolution wosld
be carried unanimously.

The Evans mission is being pro-
posed as the Government faces in-
creasing pressure to deal forcefully
with the East Timor killings. Last
night’s agreement is seen as & com-
promise in the face of calls for even
harsher action against Indonesia
PAGE 6: More reports.
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Jakarta's response to the

massacre.
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We’ll be proved right, says Whitlam

By SONYA VOUMARD,
Sydney

The Whitlam Government would
be vindicated over its attitude
towards the Indonesian occupa-
tion of East Timor, Mr Whitlam
said yesterday.

The former prime minister
sald that in 1993, when relevant
documents were made public, he
bad “no fear whatever” that he
would be vindicated.

Mr Whitiam said this after his
speech on human rights was
jnterrupted by a member of the
audience at the Australian
Human Rights Awards, in Sydney.

The woman said Mr Whitlam’s
speech on the importance of
human rights made her stomach
churn in the light of his former
Government's record on
Timor. Several peopie In the udl-
ence cheered the woman,

stage.
Mr Whitlam had been paying
tribute to the president of the
NSW Court of Appeal, Mr Justice

(

WHAT'S THiS ABOUT
mssme PEOPLE.?

A

WE DI
MISS A F;Ey

Michael Kirby, who won the top
human rights award, the Austra-
iian Human Rights Medal.

After the woman stepped down,
Mr Whitlam said “offensive and
insccurate” comments about his
Goverament and the East Timor
issue would be revealed to be
untrue when reievant documents
wete mid® public. *'I don't

confidences in the mean-
time,” Mr Whitlam said.

The winner of the radio

documentary-current affairs
human rights award was for &
report called ‘Australia and East
Timor: A debt to repay’. It traces
Australla’s historical links to East
Timor and the repercussions of
the 1975 invasion.
Mr Justice Kirby paid tribute td
people living in Australia, agits-
tors who speak out comstantly”.’
He urged lawyers to recogaise
that there was a piace In the law

for the defence of human rights.

The Age, 25 November 1991

Whitlam urged Timor
grab, says ex-minister

THE Whitlam government
secretly urged Indonesia
to take over East Timor
just before the invasion in
December 1975. a former
Whitlam minister claimed
yesterday.

Mr John Wheeldon said
he had no doubt that in
the last month of the Whit-
lam government in 1975,
Australia was actively in-
volved in urging the In-
donesians to take over
East Timor.

Mr Whitlam challenged
the claim, but it was back-
ed yesterday by another
former Labor minister. Mr
Clyde Cameron.

The allegation by Mr
Wheeldon, then minister
for social security and re-
patriation and compensa-
tion, goes much further
than previous reports that
at a meeting with Indone-
sia’s President Suharto in
1975, Mr Whitlam gave Mr
Suharto the impression
Australia would not pro-
test if Ind

Whitlam ...
sought transition

® Mr

newed public questioning
since the massacre of East
Timorcse civilians by
Indonesian troops on
November 12.

Mr Whecldon. a West
Australian senator until
his resignation in 1981,
said yesterday he had
been told by members of
the Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade that
Australmn Government

the Portuguese colony.
The role of successive
Australlan governments in
the acceptance of Jakar-
ta's annexation of East
Timor has come under re-

tatives had urged
'.he Indonesia to “take
over” East Timor.

“In Vienna at the begin-
ning of 1976 at (then Au-
strian foreign minister
Bruno} Kreisky's 65th

birthday party. the Au-
strian foreign minister told
me that the Indonesian
foreign minister had toid
him that the Australian
Government. of which I
was a member, had been
urging the Indonesians to
take over East Timor,” he
said.

“I think he (Mr Whitlam)
believed that small coun-
tries like East Timor, Esto-
nia, Latvia and Lithuania
couldn't survive and
shouldn't survive. and
that the progressive thing
to do was to see that they
were incorporated into a
big country.” Mr Wheeldon

said.

“I think he probably
really believed that people
there would be better off.
Since then, Whitlam has
been a fanatic in support
of Indonesia.”

However, Mr Whitlam
said the facts could be
found in his book, The
Whitlam Government,
which contradicted Mr
Wheeldon's claims.

Mr Whitlam wrote in the
book that at a meeting in
September, 1974, “Presi-
dent Suharto and I agreed
that Portugal should be
encouraged to maintain
its authority in Timor for
probably five years, in
order to give the popula-
tion some experience in
managing its affairs”.

Mr Whitlam wrote that
the caretaker Fraser gov-
emment, installed after
Labor's dismissal on
November 11, 1975. criti-
cised the mdependence
ﬂghtels Fretilin as “com-
munist”.

However, former science
minister Mr Cameron said
“you can bank on what
Wheeldon has said”.

Mr Cameron said he was
sure that in Mr Whitlam's
meetings with Mr Suharto
the president had been en-
couraged to take over East
Timor.

Herald Sun, 27 November 1991
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Threaten Jakarta with sanctio

By GREG AUSTIN

Foreign Affairs Correspondent
CANBERRA: A resolution to
be put to the ALP's Federal
Nn..:w:.o:.n..«. Caucus today will

‘Massacre-reaction

with
if an official investigation into the
Timor massacre of November 12
does not satisfy Australia, accord-
ing to party sources.

The resolution is almost certain
to be passed and will increase
pressure on Indonesia to ensure a
credible outcome for its inquiry.

It may also create a strain in
relations between the two Govern-
ments that has so far been avoided
over the Timor massacre.

Between 60 and 100 East
Timorese were gunned down by

Indonesian soldiers during a dem-
onstration in Dili on November
12. There have been reports of

bseq mass i of
Timorese dissidents.
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Indonesia expressed regret
about the massacre and set up an
official investigation commission
10 report on its cause.

The Minijster for Foreign
Affairs, Senator Evans, last night
had two separate mectings lasting
a total of more than two hours
with representatives of the ALP
Caucus to try to reach agreement
on a compromise resolution which
would not immediately threaten
relations with Indonesia.

i

the Gov-
move

A

that could barm Australia’s ability to

was at the

s ability

continue talking to the Indonesians.

shead with the
imor

B T

Senator Evans, who has just returned
nion, accepts
ernment may have to do more than issue

Mr Aulich said he believed there was
from the Soviet U

value in Mr Hawke goi
visit — provided
strongly worded statements, government
urces said.
But he is anxious to head off an

between all the parties in East Timor,
wpof!heﬁl“grndlmditmnouimplyl

keep its

Minister,

Indooesian visit in
ib protest against

the visit, and to avoid 8

Prime
caucus resolution that would make it

The Government wants to
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tically impossible for Mr Hawke o

345

options open on
Minister for

the Dili

1

poli

M ), which circulated yes-
terday afternoon, called on the
Governiment to suspend military
aid and ministerial visits to Indo-
nesia, and to withdraw Australian

gnition of Ind ia's X
ation of East Timor.

The Government is reluctant to
cut any links with Indonesia
because of the belief that Indone-
sia is too important to Australia to
take an exclusively moralistic
view of events such as the East
Timor massacre.

10 insti- Victorian unions will meet this week
.J to plan a campaign against Indonesia.

The unions moved
gate a campaign of bans

in’s leading jurists and
l&SWCoun

who was ted with
Rimnedalya-

were being

ts advocates, the

president, Justice Michael Kir-

y, said East Timor was one of sever-

One:lf‘,:u

said
theAumg!ianh
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bk vogi examples where people’s
denied.

of.

the Indonesian sir-
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Py

i for Evans to

It is d d that
Cabinet did not overturn this
view, which is atso held by the
Prime Minister.

It is also understood the resolu-
tion to be put to Caucus today will
link the threat of sanctions by
Australia, such as cuts in defence
ties or bans on ministerial visits, to
a satisfactory outcome of the
official Indonesian inquiry.

The resolution is unlikely to
include the threat of withdrawal
of recognition of Indonesia’s
ion of East Timor, senior

The Caucus members were threat-
ening to present to today’s inga
lution calling for A lia to cut

links with Indonesia.

The text of a draft resolution
being sponsored by Timor cam-
paigner Mr Garrie Gibson (ALP

It is und d that S
Evans and the Minister for
Defence, Senator Ray, argued in

the Cabinet yesterday against any-

cutting of links at least until the
results of the official investigation

Caucus sources said last night.
But it will call for positive
action by A lia, including an

L L

visit Indonesia within four to eight
weeks, a proposal for Australia to
open a consulate in Dili, and a
move by Australia to get the UN
Secretary-General involved,
according to sources.

The Victorian Trades Hall
Council executive added to the
pressure on the Government yes-
terday with a unanimous call fora
campaign of bans and boycotts
against Indonesia.

The executive called on the
Federal Government to take puni-
tive , including 1
tion of its recognition of the
Indonesi ion of East

increase in aid to the Red Cross
for its operations in Timor, a

Timor; UN sanctions on Indone-
sia similar to those imposed on

Sydney Morning Herald, 26 November 1991

ns, say Labor MPs

lraq over its occupation of
Kuwait; and withdrawal of land-
ing rights in Australia for Indone-
sia’s national airline, Garuda.

Waterside workers and seamen
are also considering placing bans
on Indonesian shipping in p
against the massacre.

Prominent human rights cam-
paigner and president of the NSW
Court of Appeal, Justice Michael
Kirby, who was awarded the
Australian human rights medal on
Sunday, told ABC radio yesterday
that he believed the people of East
Timor were being denied the right
to self-determination.

PAGE 9: Amaesty says up to 200
killed in Dili; Army denies further
killings. PAGE 10: Editorial.
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Hawke to be
tougher on
Indonesia

By Foreign Atfdigs writer TONY PARKINSON and COLIN WILLIAMS

THE Hawke Government
is expected to bow today to
overwhelming pressure
from the federal Caucus for
a tougher approach towards
Indonesia over the Novem-
ber 12 Dili massacre.

But in lengthy and intense
discussions with factional
leaders yesterday, it is be-
lieved the Minister for For-
eign Affairs and Trade, Sena-
tor Evans, succeeded in per-
suading his ALP - colleagues
not to force the Government'’s
hand on dipl th es

A FORMER Indonesian am-
b a o Washingt

General Hasnan Habib, said
yesterday there was scope for

in protest udnsl the recent
¢ b!

tary in Eut Timor.
General Habib would not

increased

t on events in East

be-
tween the defence Indlutrles
of Australia and I

But he gave a warning tha
future links would depend on
friendly relations and mutual
respect.

General Habib’s presence at
8 conference in Canberra
yesterday provoked a minor
controversy.

Three trade union delegates
walked out during his address

Timor and the implications
for defence and other rela-
tions between the countries.
But in his address to the In-
stitution of Engineers Target
2000 conference, General
Habib spoke of the impor-
tance of Australian mili
assistance, particularly in the
1970s when Indonesia was
seeking to divert more capital
{nto non-military production.

that could be seen as pre-
emptive and provocative.

It is understood the push by
some Labor MPs for the
severing of military ties and
reviewing Australia’s recogni-
tion of Indonesia’s sover-
eignty will be put on hold,
conditional on how t.he 8u-

what extent, Australia should
reassess its stance on East
Timor were debated in
Cabinet.

Negotlations over the final
wording of the Caucus motion
— which will take in all of
these elements — were to
T early today before full

harto Gover t to
respond to the worldwide con-
demnation of its troops in
East Timor,

However, in a move likely to
aggravate Jakarta. it is un-
derstood leaders of Australia’s
East Timorese community
will be invited to Canberra for
talks with S8enator Evans.

Australla is also likely to
adopt a far more active role,
including through the United
Nations, in the international

paign to ensure Ind 4

Caucus meets in Canberra.

Pressure for the Hawke
Government to step up its
diplomatie activity intensitied
yesterday when Amnesty In-
ternational released a list of
60 people it has confirmed as
dead as a direct result of the
shootings in Dili.

A spokesman for the human
rights group, Mr Andre Fran-
kovits, said this list exposed as

Apology

honours its commitment to
properly  investigate the

massacre.

Today's Caucus meeting I8
also expected to resolve the
question of ministerial visits
to Indonesia.

The Minister for Industry,
Technology and C ce,
Senator Button, is due to fly
to Jakarta early next month,
with Mr Hawke scheduled to
visit Indonesia in February.

While S8enator Button's trip
is understood to be in extreme
doubt, it is believed Senator
Evans argued yesterday that
Australia should avoid closing
lines of communication to the
Suharto Government.

Before Senator Evans's dis-
cussions with factional iead-
ers, the issues of how, and to

demanded

fraudulent Jakarta's clalms
that only 19 people died when
troops fired on mourners at
the BSanta Cruz cemetery in
East Timor's capital,

Amnesty also clalmed a fur-
ther 300 pro-lndependence

armed forces’ information
centre sald it would check the
Amnesty report.

But Colonel Zein added that
Amnesty's reports were not
always accurate because they
obtalined their data from “un-
reliable sources”.

Meanwhile, AAP reports
from Jakarta that Indonesian
troops in Dili have been or-
dered to shoot on sight
masked men roaming the
city’'s streets at night and

ralding homes.

Indonesian student groups
picketed the Australian Em-
bassy In Jakarta yesterday,
demanding a formal apology
from Canberra over protests
at Indonesian diplomatic offi-
ces in Australia.

The embassy has an-
nounced it will probe allega-
tions of further killings by In-
donesian troops after the Dili
ghootings.

A commission of inquiry set
up by the President of Indo-
nesia, General Suharto, will
leave for Dili on Thursday to
begin investigations there.

Proust.a in Australia against
the i continued yes-

supporters had been detal
since the massacre, some of
whom subsequently had been
tortured or killed by Indone-
slan security forces.

Mr Frankovits sald Amnesty
would be seeking urgent dis-
cussions with the Prime Min-
ister, Mr Hawke, for an “im-
mediate, independent, impar-
tial” inquiry into the killings.

Last night, Colonel Zumar-
nis Zein of the Indonesian

terday with the Uniting
Church calling on the Federal
Government to suspend Ga-
ruda International Alrlines’
access to Australian airports.
Errol Simper writes:
Australians and their media
have been gullty of “years of
cowardly silence” over Indo-
nesia’s occupation of East
Timor, saccording to The
Catholic Weekly newspaper.

The Australian, 26 November 1991

Force not the answer: Hawke

By MARK METHERELL,
diplometic commespondent,
Canberrs

The Prime Minister, Mr Hawke,
urged Indonesia yesterday to
understand that military mes-
sures would oot solve “the running
sore and tragedy” of East Timer.

Mr Hawke said that there was

tary solution Is no solutioa™.

The Indonesian Government
bad to make renewed efforts not
to meet the people of East Timor

just tn “some formal tokenistic
wnr' but to sit down with them,

including people from the resis-
tance movement fighting Indone-
m control of the territory.

e repeated his warning that
Auunlh would recoasider its pol-
icies towards Indonesia if the Ja-
karta Government's inquiry into
the killing of an estimated 75 dem-
onstrators in Dili on 12 November
turned out to be whitewash.

But the Australian branch of
Amnesty International yesterday
raised doubts about how the Aus-
tralian Government would gauge
the fairness of the inquiry.

The director of Amnesty in Aus-

Mr Andre said

it was not yet known bhow the
aational investigation commission
would conduct its inquiry, whether

embeassy ia
Jakarta is expected to have an of-
ficial in Dili to moattor the com-
mission’s activities.
“We would like to knmow the

Goverament should
be doing more to help the East
Timorese, including pressing
more for United Nations
invoivement.

The Age, 28 November 1991
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Confusion over threat to withdraw all diplomats if harassment continues

Jakarta links strained

By MARK METHERELL,

Canberra

Australia’s relations with Indonesia
were in confusion last night after an
Indonesian minister’s threat to with-
draw all diplomats from Australia if
harassment against them continued
“at a dangerous level”.

But in a contradiction later, the
Actlng Foreign Minister in Jakarta,
General Benny Murdani, denied the
threat In talks with the Australlan am-
bassador there, Mr Phillp Flood, an
Australian spokesman said last night.

Earlier last night the Indonesian
embassy in Canberra issued a state-
ment quoting the powerful Cabinet
minister, Admiral Sudomo, as threat-
ening the withdrawal of Indonesian
diplomats.

The Sudomo statement, which the
embassy stated had been made on
Monday, was issued only hours after

WE OBJECT 10 THE LWAY
YOU'VE BEEN HANDLING
\_Y0UR DEMONSTRATORS

the Foreign Minister, Senator Evans,
announced plans to visit Indonesia to
seek reconcliiation between Indone-
sla and East Timor.

Admiral Sudomo accused a picket
of Fretilin and ALP leftwingers of
forcing consulate staff in Darwin to
use the consul’'s residence at their
temporary office. Fretilin supporters
had threatened the life of Indonesian

Ain, " d a car, da

consulate window and cut electricity
and telephone lines to the Darwin
consultate, he said.

Admiral Sudomo, the Minister
Coordinator for Political and Security
Affairs, is reported in the statement
as saying “if the disturbances. . . con-
tinue at a dangerous level, then the
Indonesian ambassador for Australia,
Sabam Stagian, together with all Indo-
nesian diplomats will be recalled to
Indonesia”.

A Government spokesman said that
Mr Flood had ralsed the issue with
General Murdani who had said his
Government had no plans to with-
draw the diplomats.

A spokesman for Senator Evans
sald last night: “We are playing it
down.” He sald Admiral Sudomo's
statement had not been referred to by
the Indonesian ambassador, Mr

Sabam Siagian, in talks with Senator
Evans earlier in the evening

While Mr Siagian had referred to
disruption to Indonesian missions, it
was not raised in “anything like the
stark terms” put by Admiral Sudomo,
the spokeaman said.

Admiral Sudomo however. t‘e‘m-

pered bis by
that “We don’t see the situation as
dangerous yet”.

The development came after the
Federal Government caucus calied
on Senator Evans to visit Indonesia to
discuss all aspects of East Timor,
including the 12 Kkillings in
Diil of East Timorese by Indonesian
security forces.

For the first time, Senator Evans
has put a detalied estimate on the
number of deaths and casualties. The
Government’s “best guess” was that
about 75 had died. There were 89

ded ital, with two

people in h

or three still critical, as well as others
in hiding who were known to be
wounded.

Senator Evans also dismissed re-
ports of successive massacres after 12
November in Dill. “I can frankly say
that we have no evidence from any
source to give support to those
claims.”

While the caucus agreed without
dissent to a strongly-worded resolu-
tion, differences emerged between
some MPs and Senator Evans about
the resolution’s call for the Govern-
ment to take active steps to explore a
role for the United Nations in the
East Timor dispute. -

Senator Evans described UN In-
volvement as delicate glven Austra-
lia’s recognition of Indonesia’s incor-
poration of East Timor. “We wouid be
looking to be satisfying the needs and
aspirations of the East Timorese

people by steps short of opening up
the whole question of sovereignty.”

But a Left MP, Mr Garrie Gibson,
who was involved in d the cau-
cus resolution, said: “Everybody
knows what the needs and aspirations
of the East Timorese are. They want
independence.”

Senator Evans said this was a
“slightly robust interpretation of
what’s involved here”.

The caucus however has held its
fire on seeking sanctions agalnst
Indonesia, saying these contacts
should be reviewed if the investiga-
tion into the Dill killings is unsatisfac-
tory.

Senator Evans is expected to visit
Jakarta for two or three days on his
way back from Cambodia around 18
December.

PAGE 13: Editorial; Nicholson’s view.

PAGE 15: Mark Methereil’'s comment.
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Hawke to

Ey MARK METHERELL,

Canberra

The Prime Miaister, Mr Hawke, to-
day will break a long-standing prac-
tice of shunning East Timorese lead-
ers and meet representatives of the
resistance movement fighting Indo-
nesian control.

Mr Hawke will meet Jose Ramos
Horta, an envoy of Xanana Gusmao,
the East Timorese guerilia leader,
and four other Timorese resistance
representatives in the first meeting of
its kind In many years.

. Amnesty International described
the Hawke Government's response to
the 12 N ber Dili e as

“fundamentally flawed” yesterday.

Amnesty told a {ederal parliamen-
tary committee hearing that the Gov-
ernment had put great store on Indo-
nesia’s National Investigation
Commission Into the killings but the
commission’s inquiry was incapable
of meeting Australia’s own criteria of
fairness, openness or thoroughness.

The campaign director of Amnesty
in Australia, Mr Andre Frankovits,
told the pariiamentary human rights
subcommiitee that an independent
investigation under the auspices of
the United Nations was absolutely
crucial.

Mr Frankovits sald Amnesty Inter-

: ised the signifi

meet

of Indonesia establishing the inquiry,
which was unprecedented by Indone-
sian standards. However, the commis-
slon did not meet minimum standards

Timor guenllas

approach towards East Timor, which
it annexed tn 1975. The Government
has avoided such meetings in recent
years because of sensitivities about
A 's recognition of Indonesia’s

of Impartiality, independ and
forensic expertise, no matter how
much the Australian Government
might wish otherwise, he said.

The Amnesty call for UN invoive-
ment comes amid unconfirmed
reports that the Secretary-General
Mr Perez de Cuellar, has disp

occupation of East Timor and today’s
meeting is likely to unsettie the
Jakarta Government.

In his address to the human rights
subcommittee, Mr Frankovits listed

10 grounds for Amnesty’s refection of

dent or impartial stature.

@ Statements and actions of the mill-
tary and some officials at best cast
serious doubt over the commitment to
establish the truth or to hold those
responsible to account.

® The authorities had hindered
efforts to establish accurately the
number and identities of victims.

@ The officlal version of events had
been steadfastly ref d despite

tse Indonesian furisalctl

Tne commiitee also heard an eye-
witness account of events in Dili on
12 November from a Community Aid
Abroad worker, Mr Bob Muntz, who
criticised the hostile way an Austra-
lian diplomat had interviewed him
about the incident.

Mr Muntz said that an officer of the
Australian Embassy who had inter-
vi d him had d intent on cor-

the evid disputing it.

an officlal to Jakarta to discuss a
possibie UN role.

But Mr Hawke’s meeting with the
East Timor leaders will effectively
put more pressure on the Indonesian
Government to take a conclilatory

the Ind: jan inquiry, incl
® The Indonesian Government had
never conducted an adequate inquiry
into human rights vioiations in East
Timor.

® The commission did not include
any delegate of genuinely indepen-

@It was almost inconceivable that

roborating Indonesian claims that the

testimony would be compiete and ac-
curate, given questions about wheth-
er Timorese witnesses would risk tes-
tifying and that to testify the
Timorese wouid In effect be forced to

tings had been provoked by an
attack by . protesters on an army

jor.
This was denied by the Department
of Foreign Affairs. 121

The Age,
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Arms sales to Indonesia ‘must stop’

THE Federal Government should
suspend all military aid and arms
sales to Indonesia and defer signing
further agreements on oil explora-
tion In the Timor Gap unless Indo-
nesia agreed to the United Nations
inquirlng into its human rights
record. the NSW Labor conference
agreed yesterday.

A resolution condemning the
killing of East Timorese men and
women in the capital, Dili, on
November 12 was passed unani-
mously by the delegates, but,
while supporting the Federal
Government's response, called for
stronger action.

The resolution said the Govern-
ment should propose a taskforce
under the auspices of the UN
Human Rights Commission “to
investigate the deaths, the cir-
cumstances surrounding them
and the observance of political
and civil rights” in East Timor
since the Indonesian invasion in
1975

The Government should also
put to the Indonesian Govern-
ment “in the strongest possible
terms” that they should co-oper-
ate fully in the inquiry.

The resolution was passed after
a day of mourning on Saturday

By LINDSAY MURDOCH,

Kusia Lumpur

The Federal Government is under
renewed pressure to take a tough-
er stance Indonesia over
the Dili massacre as the Industry
Minister, Senator Button, prepares
to visit Jakarta on Thursday.

The New South Wales branch of
the ALP yesterday called on the
Federal Government to defer sign-
ing oil and gas exploration con-
tracts in the Timor Gap unless
Indonesia agreed to a United
Nations-sponsored inquiry into the
massacre.

The ALP state conference also
called on the Government to sus-
pend all military and arms sales to
Indonesia if it failed to allow an
independent inquiry.

The Australian ambassador to
Jakarta, Mr Philip Flood, sald in
Dili at the weekend that the Gov-
ernor of the province, Mr Mario
Carrascalao, and the apostolic
administrator, Bishop Carlos Belo,
had told him they now believed
more than 100 people died in the

massacre.

The Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Senator Evans, has previ-
ously put Australia’s “best guess”
at 75 dead. Indonesian authorities
have insisted that only 19 people
were killed.

Mr Flood sald that he saw no
evidence during his visit that there
had been “a deliberate or calculat-
ed decislon or action of the Indo-
neslan Government involved in
the massacre”.

Mr Flood said: “Our information
is that the massacre was the result
of aberrant behavior by particular
groups within the armed forces.”

Senator Button, the first Austra-
lian minister scheduled to visit
Indonesla since the East Timor
massacre, said last night that he

with memorial services held
around Australia for the people
killed. About 2000 people marched
to the Town Hall in Sydney,
where the Labor conference was
held, after a service at St Mary's
Cathedral conducted by the Arch-
bishop of Sydney, Cardinal Ed-
ward Clancy.

Mr John Birch, who moved the
resolution, said after the debate
that the federal Minister for Re-
sources, Mr Griffiths, was due to
sign a contract this week for oil
exploration with Indonesia.

Both Mr Birch and Mr Laurie
Ferguson, who spoke in favour of

the resotution, criticised govern-
ment policy towards East Timor.

Mr PFerguson questioned the
authenticlty of the Indonesian in-
quiry into the shootings because
it was run by the military, there
were no reliable observers, such
as Amnesty International, and
they had no experience in run-
ning an inquiry.

He also criticised the Australian
embassy in Jakarta, saying it was
quite obvious it had been “part of a

rotection racket in public relations

or the Indonesian authorities”.

- JUSTINE FERRARI

The Australian, 9 December 1991

ALP pushes
for tough

Timor stand

hoped the incident  would not
become “all-consuming” in the
relationship between the two
countries.

in Kuala Lumpur,
where he is leading a trade delega-
tion, Senator Button said he would
raise the massacre with Indone-
sian ministers and officlals when
he arrived in Jakarta.

Asked if he had a stern message
from the Australlan Government,
Senator Button said: “I won’t be
telling them anything different
from what senfor ministers in the
Australian Government have
already said.”

Senator Button satd the relation-
ship between Australia and Indo-
nesia had “improved enormously”
in receat years but the East Timor
issue “always caused something of
a difficulty”.

“The recent events at Dili have
not helped that black spot in the
relationship.”

Senator Button said that while
“we would like to see a more liber-
al treatment, perhaps, of the East
Timorese situation by the Indone-
sian Government, we do attach a
lot of importance on the strength
of the commercial and political
relationship™.

DANIELLE TALBOT reports
that at the ACTU’s 38-member
executive meeting this week, the
secretary of the Trades Hall Coun-
cil, Mr Joha Halfpenny, is expect-
ed to argue strongly for immediate
action against the Indonesian Gov-
ernment. Last moath’s meeting of
the ACTU’s international affairs
commitiee voted to adopt a wait-
and-see approach.

S Evans is to
visit Jakarta late this month to
raise Australla’s concerns over the
massacre and to ask permission to
establish a consulate there.

The
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Stop human rights

hectoring:

mm

The Governor-General, Mr Hay-
den, waruned yesterday against
hectoring and threatening neigh-
toring countries over human
rights abuses, in a message with
dear implications for Australia’s
éh::dlln. of the East Timor massa-

“Public finger-shaking” by a
#hall couniry like Australia had
severe limitations, and moralistic
gosturing was ‘“most certainly
oounter-productive”, Mr Hayden
shid in a Human Rights Day
address in Canberra.

He did not refer directly to the
Dili massacre and Indonesla
except to endorse the view of all
pariiamentary pariies that the kill-

Hayden

ings were “unacceptable and inex-
cusabie”. He sald it was not proper
for him to make further comment.

He said he had written the sub-
stance of his speech five or six
weeks ago (before the 12 Novem-
ber shootiags), and stressed the
“, " nature of his sug-
gested guidelines for the conduct
of fofeign relations on the issue of
human rights.

But later ia his speech Mr Hay-
den drew a scenario that many
would say fitted the circumstances
confronting Australis and Indone-
sia after the Dili kilfings.

He said a beseiting sin was for a
country to exaggerate its own pow-
er to influence another nation,
especially an important regional
one.

Continued: PAGE &

Stop hectoring, says Hayden

“If a country makes threats,
seeks to intimidate or duress, and
proclaims reprisals if certain
things are not dose — but discov-
ers, when the time comes to put
beef Into the bluster, that it can
only brandish a feather with
which to lash the malcreant —
then tt embarrasses itself,” Mr
Hayden said.

He asked whether Australians
appreciated sufficiently the prob-
lems some countries faced such
as population pressures, ethalc
variation, nascent fundamentalist
religious pressures, tendencies
towards regional “fissionability”
and other barriers to national
cohesion. Although he did not say
it, these challenges plague
Indoneslan nationhood.

In further reference to a coun-
try that could be Indonesia, be
said that for such a country the
pluralistic, democratic model of
government “might be inappro-
priate . . . at this stage of its devel-
opment"”.

“A strong leader — but not a
tyrant — might be, and, in the

FROM PPAGE ONE

hypothetical case I am thinking
of, most certainly wouid be essen-
tial to its stability and success.”

Mr Hayden said that to deny
such a country’s problems would
be to consign that country almost
{nevitably to instability, fragmen-
tation and failure.

“The region might become
destabilised, and that might
directly engage our interesis. |
doubt that any humanitarian
could endoree that outcome.”

If Australia did not take ac-
count of other nations’ more com-
plex difficuities, “we squander
the option of influence with
them”.

To do other than realise the dif-
ferences in other nations “Is to be
guiity of the very considerable
offence of ethnocentrism”.

Mr Hayden referred to his own
experience. He recalled that in
1984, when he was Foreign Minis-
ter, Australia was “discreetly vot-

ed off the United Nations Com-
mission on Human Rights .. . Our
offence? Being too pushy on
human rights issues for the com-
fori of some”.

The vice-regal advice was giv-
en ar the Government sought to
shrug off unwelcome criticisms
from another senior Labor figure,
the former Prime Minister Mr
Gough Whitlam. .

On Monday he accused Mr
Hawke of a lack of interest in
Indonesia, and said this had pre-
vented Australia making a
prompt and effective approach to
President Suharto.

Mr Hawke, referring to Mr
Whitlam’s experience in 1973
before Indonesia’s ananexation of
East Timor, sald he would have
thought Mr Whitlam was “the last
one to be talking to anyone . .. on
the subject of Indonesia”.

The Foreign Minister, Senator
Evans, told the Senate that while
Mr Whitlam had had a strong per-
sonal relationship with President
Subarto, this did not stop the
annexation of East Timeor.

The Age, 11 December 1991
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Button
protest to
Jakarta

By GEORGE MEGALOGENIS
in Jakarta

THE Minister for Industry,
Technology and Commerce,
Senator Button, expressed
Australla’s “considerable
concerns” about the Dili
massacre to the Indonesian
Government yesterday.

He told his Indonesian coun-
terpart, Mr Hartarto, in Ja-
karta that Australia wel-
comed improved relations
but the Dill killings might
make ties difficult.

Mr Hartarto said he expected
the difficulties to be only
temporary but he indicated
that Indonesia did not wel-
come criticisms of its East
‘Timor policies.

“l1 explained our position; I
also listened to what he
said,” he said.

Senator Button said Mr Har-
tarto would pass on his com-
ments to President Suharto.

A formal Indonesian reponse
is not expected before the
Minister for Foreign Affairs

and Trade, Senator Evans,’

meets President Suharto
next week.

Senator Button organised his
two-day trip to Jakarta to
discuss trade issues several
weeks before the Indonesian
army fired on protesters in
Dili last November 12, killing
an estimated 100 people.

He has appointments to meet
two other economic minis-
ters today.

Mr Kartarto said Indonesia
wanted more Australian
investment.

The countries should combine

their strengths in joint ex-
port ventures.

Indonesia was interested in
pursuing areas such as min-
ing, engineering, and wool
and cotton manufacturing.

Suharto rejection
— Page 10
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Suharto rejects
aid with link to
action on Timor

By correspondents in Jakarta and Dili

PRESIDENT  Suharto
said yesterday that Indone-
sia would do without aid if
donor countries tried to link
it to the killing of mourners
by soldiers in East Timor
last month.

“We are not going to accept
it at all if there are political
preconditlons,” he said in a
televised news conference.

Canada and The Nether-
lands have suspended aid
since soldiers fired into a
crowd of mourners in the East
Timorese capital of Dili on
November 12. Some reports
say more than 100 people were
killed

“If we get ald with a precon-
dition that East Timor should
be like this or that, we'd bet-
ter not (take it) because it is a
violation of our principles,”
President Suharto told repor-
ters on a flight back to Ja-
karta as he cut short a three-
week overseas trip.

Earlier yesterday, the mili-
tary commander of East
Timor, Brigadier-General Ru-
dolf Warouw, admitted that
better training for his men
might have prevented them
from shooting the mourners.

“Maybe with (more) training
it would have been a different
situation,” he told reporters in
Dili.

Also yesterday, the Antara
news agency in Jakarta repor-
ted that Indonesia's National
Investigative Commission ex-
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General Warouw
... ‘disappointing’

amining the events surround-
ing the Dili massacre would
end its fact-finding mission in
East Timor tomorrow.

The seven-member commis-
sion, which was set up by the
Indonesian Government last
month to conduct & “thor-
ough probe” into the bloody
shootings in Dili on November
12, arrived in East Timor on
November 28.

Some reports put the death
toll at well over 100 from the
November 12 incident, when
soldiers fired into a crowd of
3500 people gathered at Dili's
Santa Cruz cemetery for a
memorial service for a separa-
tist killed in an earlier clash.

The Indonesian Govern-
ment claims 19 people died in
the incident.

When challenged on that
figure, General Warouw. 48,

said: “Until now I'm only 100
per cent sure that 19 are dead.
Anybody can say 100, 1000 or
one million — I'm just talking
about the fact of 19.”

Antara reported last night
that five commission mem-
bers had visited a cemetery in
Hera, near Dili, where the
military said it had buried 19
people.

The grave. picked at ran-
dom, was dug up and the cof-
fin opened briefly before it
was reburied, while journa-
lists looked on from about 7m,
Antara said.

The commisston leader, Mr
Jaelani, later told reporters
the team had received infor-
mation saying victims of the
shooting were buried at five
or six other sites.

Team members might visit
other sites, he said, adding
that journalists would be bar-
red from covering those visits.

General Warouw said that if
the security situation im-
proved in East Timor, all the
combat troops deployed in the
region since 1975 to fight op-
ponents to Jakarta's rule
would be replaced.

Instead, Jakarta would send
soldiers trained in what Gen-
eral Warouw calls the “terri-
torial approach” designed to
win Timorese hearts and
minds — working with civili-
ans to build roads, hospitals
and schools in the impover-
ished territory.

Reuters, AFP
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Australian Reaction:
Non-Government




By KATHERINE GLASCOTT and AAP

THE ACT Trades and Labor
Council called on the Federal
Government yesterday to
expel Indonesian diplomats
and close the Indonesian em-
bassy If repression in East
Timor continued.

The secretary of the TLC,
Mr Charles McDonald, told a
rally outside the Indonesian
embassy in Canberra that In-
donesias was ruled by a “fas-
clst regime”.

“The murder, the genocide
that’s going on in East Timor
cannot be allowed to continue
and I believe the union move-
ment will take every bit of ac-
tion possible to make sure it
doesn’t,” he said.

The TLC has imposed an of-
ficial picket at the embassy to
condemn last week’s mas-
sacre at the Santa Crus ceme-
tary in DIl

A Fretilin resi

fusillade by Indonesian sold-
iers on Tuesday.

Duarte, 21, a member of the
15-man squad that contested
the Arafura Games here, was
one of 11 players who voted
on whether to remain in Aus-
tralia following the earlier
defections of four of their -
team-mates.

Two of the soccer team de-
fectors, Francisco Lam and
Francisco Gama, sald yester-
day they did not want to com-

‘Genocide
must stop’

ment on Duarte’s death for
fear of reprisals against their
famiiles or other members of
the team still in East Timor.
The TLC, which has a long
tradition of upporun“thlz

spokesman in Darwin, Mr Al-
freda Ferreira, said one of
seven East Timorese soccer
players to return home after
a sports festival in Darwin in
May was killed in the initial

East Timor, will attempt to
stop the dellvery of all goods
and services to the embassy
in Canberra.

The Vienna convention on
diplomatic reiations states

35

Protester Mr Michael Wagner with the list of demands outside the embassy in Canberra — Picture: GHRIS PAVLIGH

that 2 host government must
ensure the functioning and
services of embassies are car-

“the Indonesian Government
was brought to heel
internationally”.

The TLC called on the Gov-
ernment to urge the United
Nations to set up an indepen-
dent international inquiry in
East Timor, to remain until a
referendum under the auspi-
ces of the tI"J‘N took place, to

at
troops be immediately with-
drawn from East Timor, and
to place an immediate mili-
tary embargo on Indonesia.

The Portuguese ambassa-
dor, Dr Jose Luiz-Gomes, said
action taken by the Austral-
ian Government would have
s powerful impact on
Indonesia.

“Australia’s reiationship
with Ind in 18 iderad

one of its (Indonesia’s)
priorities,” he said.

The Australian, 19 November 1991



Union sanctions
plan over Timor

PRESSURE is
mounting on the
Federal Government
to take decisive action
against Indonesia
over the East Timor
massacre.

Several trade unions. in-
cluding the heavyweight
Metals and Engineering
Workers Union and build-
ing unions, plan to support
a call by Trades Hall
Council secretary John
Halfpenny for economic
sanctions and aid cuts.

The move came as the

Ind ian Gover t

saild it would set up a
special commission to in-
vestigate the e at

By PHIL SKEGGS
and ogencies

response” from unjons and
community support for his
call last Friday.

He said the ACTU would

be asked to endorse a
three-point action plan at
its December executive
meeting,
‘Timor's right to independ-
ence, withdrawal of Aus-
tralia’s recognition of In-
donesia’s annexation of
East Timor, and economic
sanctions agamst In-
donesia.

The Canben-a Trndes
and Labor Council estab-
lished a.picket Line ¢ outside
the Indc

es if it prevented
the embassy from conduc-
ting normal functions. -
“But that doesn't mean
you can’t protest or picket,
as long as it doesn't inter-
fere with (their) opera-
tions,” he said.
The Canberra Trades
and Labor Council secre-
. Mr Charles McDo-
nald, said the picket was
well-briefed on the Vienna
Convention after previous
experiences against the
South African
He sald the picket almed
to reinforce demands for
an independent United
Nations inquiry into the
massacre.

He said the council also

a memorial service in Dili
last week.

Its state secretary, Mr
Murdiono, pledged to pro-
secute anyone found to
have violated the law.

Mr Halfpenny said there
had been an “incredible

Yarralumla this momlng.

A Forelgn Affairs De-
partment spokesman, Mr
Jim Dollimore, warned the
picket would contravene
the Vienna Convention
protecting the diplomatic
status of embassies and

d the UN to help
East Timorese separatists
and the Indonesian Gov-
ernment negotiate on in-
dependence.

Meanwhile, a report in
London said those killed
were victims of “a well-

planned trap” set by police
and the army.

Father Stefanie Renato
told the weekly Ob:ervef\
newspaper: “The mourn-
ers were accompanied by
police until they reached
the centre of the town,
when the police suddenly
withdrew.”

“Troops.rapidly
appeared from all sides
and went with the mourn-
ers to the cemetery,” said
the Italian priest in Japan
where he is based.

“When several hundred
mourners were inside and
hundreds more were press-
ing to get in, the army
opened fire for two or three
minutes, reloading their
weapons when they were
empty,” he said.

Fr Renato said he had
three tapes of the shooting
taken by a journalist, and
three others he had taken
himself soon afterwards.

‘The priest said “perhaps
a thousand rounds were

fired" in the massacre,
which killed 19 and injured
91, according to Indone-
sian government figures.

But witnesses and ecivil
rights groups have esti-
mated up to 115 people
died.

The true death toll may
never be known. according
to an Australian official in
Indonesia.

The Australian Embas-
sy’'s second-in-command,
Mr Tony Healy. said the
death toll could rise as 30
people were still seriously
ill in hospital.

East Timor’s Fretilin re-
sistance movement last
night made further claims
of bloodshed.

It said the Indonesian
army executed 60 civilians
arrested after the mas-
sacre.

Herald Sun, 18 November 1991

NT unions
ban Indon

shipping

UNION pressure on the
Federal Government to
sever links with Indonesia
mounted yesterday when
the Northern Territory
‘Trades and Labor Councll
imposed bans on Indon-
esian shipping.

Ships sailing between
Indonesia and Australia
are now unable to load or
unload cargo at Darwin.

The ACTU’s internatio-

By CRAIG By CRAIG DIXON

The bans would affect
Indonesia’s Garuda airline
which flies twice weekiy

Darwin.

m

The NT union bans have
come after the Canberra
‘Trades and Labor Councll
established a picket out-
side the Indonesian
Embassy on Sunday.

They also follow last

nal committee will be
asked to i

bans nationwide when it
meets next week.

The NT Trades and
Labor Councll has also
banned maintenance work
on communication
services and power at the
Indonesian consulate in

Darwin.

It is also considering
action which would affect
refuelling and baggnge

week's d d by Victor-
uncil

penny for the Federal Gov-
emment to immediately
cut military aid to Indone-
sia and impose trade sanc-

ns.

The NT action increases
pressure on the Federal
Government to act de-
cisively over last week's
massacre of East Timorese
by I troops in

handling when
or from Indonesia land ln
the northern capital.

©® Mr Halfpenny ...
seeks trade sonctions.

Herald Sun, 20 November 1991

Dili.
NT Trades and Labor
Council president Mr

Jamey Robertson urged
{eheds'.ates to follow the NT
ad.

Mr Roberston said the
Oovernment had been

“We're hoping our
actions will turn around
the Federal Government’s
attitude to Indonesia’s hu-
man rights abuses instead
of just pushing them under
the rug,” he said.
©® Aussie eavoy’s terror

report, Page 17
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Australian envoy to check claims of seven more deaths

Timor concern widens

Mmm
CHIPS MACKINOLTY
and THOMAS TAYLOR

The Australian embassy in
Jakarta will investigate allega-
tions of further killings by sol-
diers in East Timor as pressure
mounts on the Federal Govern-
ment to take a tougher line
against Indonesia.

An embassy spokesman in Jakarta

The allegations were made by Fre-
tilin, the East Timorese indepen-
dence movement, which named the
seven. The spokesman said the em-
bassy had not heard of the aliegation
but would instruct an embassy offl-
clal in Dili, the East Timorese capital,
to investigate. The Red Cross would

THE PRESSURE POINTS

Hl TODAY: The Victorian Trades Hall Council meets to draft a request to
the ACTU, asking it to start national action and to pressure the Federal
Government. The muﬂusodmswmnmmAwubanm
lndomshnohlpsmuupscanmlndoms«an imports.

Il TOMORROW: Federal caucus meets. ft will have before it a resolution
adopted at the weekend's Tasmanian ALP
tougher Australian stand against Jakarta.

I FRIDAY: The ACTU's international committee will meet to discuss the
shootings.

advocating a

lhobeundtogr:kmwegaﬂon.

the spokesman

The embassy will also Investigate
other allegations of killings levelled
by Fretilin,
The Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, is

toll was 19 but other estimates have
put the toll at between 60 and 180.

A motion adopted on Saturday by
the Tasmanian ALP council urging
the suspension of official ties with In-
donesia will be taken to the caucus
m

The motion calls on the Federal
Governmeat to hait all military and
defence cooperation with Jakarta,
suspend Government contact. and

withdraw Australian a
Indonesia's nnnexutlon of East
Timor.

It says the contact should be sus-
pended until an independent investi-
gation into the killings is carried out
by the United Nations and Amnesty
International,

In other developments:
@ The president of the ACTU, Mr
Martin Ferguson, sald yederdny that
the ACTU would support an ind

report, police plan to release all but
12 of 41 people detained in the wake
of the 13 November massacre. The

‘Kompas’, quoted the Dili
pollee chief, Colone! Ishak Kodijat, as
saying that interrogations of 4}
people detained in connection with
the killings were still proceeding. but
that “several of them would be re-
leased soon”.

@ Fretilin _also claimed that the

dent UN (nvestigation into the East
Timor shootings. The ACTU's Inter-
national committee meets on Friday
to discuss the shootings.

.1'he Victorian Trades Hall Council

is expected this morning to draft a
request to the ACl'U for nnﬂmnl
union action

seven P diy killed by sol-
diers on 18 November were witnesses
to the mass burial of 10 other East
Timorese. These Timorese, Fretilin
claimed, had witnessed the killing of
between 60 and 80 people on 15 No-
vember In a valley near the Comoro
River on the outskirts of Dili. The In-

lan Government has denied al-

secreQaryolthe'mC.llrJohnlhu
penany, said yesterday that he expect-
ed other state councils to support the
request.

@ In Dil, according to a newspaper

legations of a second mass shooting.

Continued: PAGE 8

PAQGE 6: The view from Darwin; the
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THE Victorian Trades
‘I Hall Council has
urged the Federal
Government to push
for international sanc-
tions against Indone-
sla after the Dili mas-
sacre.

Trades Hall Council sec-
retary John Halfpenny
yesterday accused the
Governme:gout:tl::ol:g
sla’s occupation of East
Timor.

He outlined a planned
l.::.:‘l‘tml c-l‘m&nun
one:
test at the killings a B':‘Z

night ago.

A range of proposals
unanimously adopted by
the council's executive

yesterday
@ Australia to seek Un-
lud Nations support for
trade and military sanc-
tions similar to those im-
posed against Iraq.
® This country to with-
draw its recognition of In-
donesia’'s occupation of
Timor.

® The suspension of
g Il for Indone-

sia’s natlonal airline,
QGaruda.

® A serles of bnns.

tions against Indoneshn
trade and shipping, dip-
lomatic posts and Garuda.

Key Victorian
mari y wnt.ergg

unions wul meet tomomw
to co-ordinate their action.
Bans could be imposed

Unions get tough

on massacre

by Friday, Mr Halfpenny
warned.

But he said such mea-
sures would not be as
effective as a national
campaign.

The union move comes
as pressure mounts from
government backbenchers
to force the Industry

r, Senator Button,
to cancel his visit to In-
donesia next month.

Labor backbenchers
have taken a hardline view
over the East Timor kill-

They are oeeklna a ban
on military aid to In-
donesia.

Caucus will consider a
resolution today calling on
the Government to take
strong action over the
November 12 massacre.

Mr Halfpenny said the
Australian Government
had been “pursuing a poli-
cy of appeasement to-

Indonesia for some
years".

It should suspend aid
and cut diplomatic and
military ties, he said.

I the Government was
serious about events in
East Timor the Prime
Minister, Mr Hawke,
would cancel his planned

trip to Indonesia next
year, he sald.

“The similarities be-
tween East
Timor and Iraq in Kuwait

are overwbelmlmg' clear,”

The ACTU would be
asked to approach the in-
ternational trade union
movement to support
sanctions.

Mr Halfpenny sald any
bans imposed should re-
maln until Indonesia

to enter us-
clon.l through the United

Nations on a program for
withdrawal from East
Timor.

Refue against
Gnmdnlnugs a p.lcket at its
Melbo office would hit
Visit Indoned.l Year.

About 180,000 Austra-
lians visit there annuaily.

“We hope that it hu.rts
them we hope thal
they get . That's the
whole intention of it,” Mr

nny said

QGaruda spokesman Mr
Mike Parker Brown said

Army told: shoot

INDONESIAN troops in
the East Timor capital of
Dili have been ordered to
shoot on sight masked
men roaming the city's
streets at night and raid-
ing homes.

“1 have ordered mem-
bers of the Indonesian
armed forces (ABRID) to
shoot the masked gang-
sters on the spot if the
troops meet them,” local
military chief Brigadier
General Rudolf Warouw

d.

Pro-independence

rebels have accused ABRI
of supporting the gangs,
which they say roam the
streets at nlght _and are

Ab({uctlou. tortun and
killings.

General Warouw said he
was not certaln of the ex-
istence of such gangs.

“l don't know; I have
never seen them, hence I
don’t know whether it's
true or not,” he said.

'!’he Australlan embassy

Jakarta

the airline had six flights a
week from Melbourne.

The Australian Tele-
communications Em-
ployees Association is con-
sidering bans on mainten-
ance and telephone links
at Garuda offices and
Indonesian diplomatic
posts around Australia.

And the Australian
Workers Union has ban-
ned Indoneslan shipp!
and put a 24-hour delay on
omoadln& Indonesian
goods at the Port of Mel-
bourne.

on sight

tions of further killings by
Indonesian troops on
November 17 and 18 on
the outskirts of Dill !

Demonstrations are
continuing outside the
embassy in protest at
union pickets and demon-
strations against Indone-
sian diplomatic missions
In Australia.

Armed forees chief Gen-
eral Try Sutrisno has de-
nied that the protests, all
by pro-government
groups, were part of an

lt is investigating allega-

or
- REUTER
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Timor:
unions
demand
action

DEATH COUNT
QUESTIONED

By DANIELLE TALBOT
and MARK METHERELL

The ACTU yesterday stepped
up pressure for a tougher Aus-
tralian response to the Dili
massacre, calling on Can-
berra to review its relations
with Indonesiy.

The ACTU's international com-
mittee also urged the Federal
Government to review its formal
recognition of Indonesia’s control
of East Timor.

In a long list of resolutions, the
committee — headed by the ACTU
president, Mr Martin Ferguson —
called for:

@ Suspension of Australia’s mili-
tary links with Indonesia.

@ A United Nations inquiry into
the killings.

@ Union bans on Indonesian ships
and planes next Saturday, the 16th
anniversary of the Indonesian
takeover of East Timor.

@ Cancellation by Australiens of
visits and holidays in Indonesia.

The resolutions, which are
expected to be adopted by the
ACTU executive in about 10 days,
go significantly further than this
week's federal ALP caucus resolu-
tion. That resolution held back on
punitlve measures against Indone-
sia, pending the handling of the
Indonesian Government’s investi-
gation of the killings.

The ACTU committee aiso con-
tradicted an assertion this week by
the Foreign Minister, Senator
Evans, that the killings seemed to
represent “aberrant behavior” by
a group of soldiers. The committee
sald the massacre “Is not an
aberration but consistent with a
pattern of widespread systematic
repression and abuse”.

A spokesman for Senator Evans,
who was in New Zealand yester-
day, had no comment on the ACTU
resolution. Senator Evans has estl-
mated that about 75 people were
killed in the massacre.

The committee, in its list of rec-
ommendations to the 38-member
ACTU executive, called on the
Government to establish a consul-
ate in East Timor and support
talks without preconditions
between East Timor, Indonesia
and Portugal.

It noted that under the Govern-
ment’s guidelines Australia should

East Timor's civillan governor
has questioned the efficial
version of the Dill killings. The
Goverament says oanly 19 people
were killed, but Governer Mario
Viegas Carrascalac has told
reporters that figure would
change. “I am sure ft will.,. |
have a feeling that  saw a
number of corpses in a truck but
1don't have any experience in
counting bedies.”

PAGE §: Report.
I

not export military equipment to
governments that seriously violate
their citizens’ rights.

Desplite a strong plea from rep-
resentatives of the East Timorese
community, a Victorlan Trades
Hall Council amendment for a
nationwide campaign of bans and
boycotts was narrowly defeated.
Mr Ferguson had argued that
Indonesia should be given a final
chance to hold a proper, indepen-
dent inquiry into the killings.

The THC secretary, Mr John
Halfpenny, said he was disappoint-
ed with the decision but believed a
tougher stance would be adopted
at next month’s meeting of the
executive,

Mr Ferguson argued that the
ACTU had not ruled out taking
industrial actlon in the future. He
said a review of trade sanctions
would be held once the ACTU had
assessed reports on the Indonesian
{nquiry, the UN investigation and
the visit to Indonesia next month -
by Senator Evans.

“In this context, the ACTU is
prepared to consider putting in
place in the future a coordinated
range of national bans, including a
ban on all work in the Timor Sea
Zoae of Cooperation ...

“We are clearly prepared to
take decisive action in the future,
but it requires the union move-
ment to clearly spell out to the
Australian community what action
we intend taking.”

PAGE 11: Geoffrey Barker com-
ments; Nicholson's view.

The Age, 30 November 1991
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WHARFIES BAN
INDON VESSEL

INDUSTRIAL action
against Indonesian in-
terests in Australia in
the wake of the Dili
massacre is increasing
despite a key ACTU
committee recom-
mendation.

Waterside workers in
Brisbane yeste! stop-
ped work on the t In-
donesian shlp to arrive in
Australia since the East
Timor killings.

And steel unions were
taken to the Industrial Re-
lations Commission in
8ydney by BHP over bans

fecting an $8 million
shipment of steel to In-
donesia from BHP's Port
Kembla plant.

It is understood the
commission recom-
me: bans be lifted.

Other bans on Indone-
sian diplomatic posts,

By PETER
MICKELBUROUGH

shipping and aircraft are
in place in Victoria, the
NT, Sydney and the ACT.

Last Friday the ACTU's
international affairs com-
mittee said any national
industrial action shouild be
deferred until after the
outcome of the planned
Indonesian inquiry into
the killings.

Although its recom-
mendations did not pro-
hibit individual 1

Tas Bul) ...
“deterioration mode”.

l]:;nressure to take a harder

Waterside Workers

from taking action. it sug-
gested the Indonesians
should be given a chance
to prove a proper inquiry
would be held.

But the 38-member
ACTU executive, which
will consider the recom-
mendations next week. is
coming under growing

secre-
t.aryMrTas Bull said while
yesterday's 12-hour stop-
page by workers in Bris-
bane was not in conflict
with the ACTU tee

come out of Indonesia or
the position’s going to de-
teriorate and at the mo-
ment I would say it's in
sd:lt:nomﬂon mode,” he

“I'don’t think that any-
one believes that the re-
from

an
Mr B snld"belllgerent
statements™ since the

to continue persecution of
the East Timorese people.

He said the action was
likely to be repeated when
the ship, the Anro Djakar-
ta renched Sydney.

recommendation. bans in-
evitably would broaden.
“These things don't
stand still, either some-
thing positive is going to

next week
wﬂl sign an agreement
with Indonesia to aliow 12
firms to explore for oil and
gas in the Timor Sea. de-
spite the Dili massacre.

Herald Sun, 5 December 1991

‘legitimate interest in human rights

Bishops call
for a wider
Dili inquiry

Australia’s Roman Catholic bishops

investigation in East Timor

examine allegations of abuses before
and since the massacre in Dili on
12 November.

The bishops, concluding their blan-
nual meeting in Sydney, endorsed the
call made last month by their com-
mittee for justice, development and
peace for a credible and independent
investigation by the United Nations
into .the deaths and other alleged
human rights abuses in East Timor.

They said Indonesia's bishops, who
had raised questions about alarming
details gathered by their own repre-
sentatives, had insisted on the need
for “an objective probe™ of events
in Dili.

The bishops said that although the
events in Dili had been described by
some Indonesians as “an internal
affair” the world community had a

abuses wherever they occurred or
were alleged to have

The bishops expressed mppon for
the Vatican's defence of the rights of
all Timorese to social peace, funda-
mental liberty, religious and cultural
identity and human rights.

“Any investigation into the human
rights situation there should not be
limited to the events of 12 November
but should also examine allegations
of abuses, including summary execu-
tions, disappearances, detentions and
other forms of harassment before and
since that date.”

Australian Catholics will join East
Timorese today in praying for victims
of the massacre in Dili and for a just
and peaceful solution to the problems
of East Timor. In Melbourne, a pro-
cession will leave the City Square at
$.30 pm for St Patrick’s Cathedral,
where prayers will be led an hour
later by the Dean, Father Willlam
McCarthy.

The Age, 7 December 1991
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Business fears Jakarta backlash over Timor

By DAVID BROWNE

ALAN Taylor shared the horror of
many Australians on hearing the re-
ports that civilians were killed by In-
donesian military forces in the East
Timorese capital of Dili on Novem-
ber 12.

A few days later on a business trip
to Vietnam, he spoke to a Scottish
supervisor who worked for his com-
pany and had had extensive experi-
ence in Indonesia.

Mr Taylor asked the supervisor,
and his Indonesian wife, how the
Timor situation would affect busi-
ness dealings between Australia and
Indonesta. He was relieved to find
they thought there wouid be no
problems.

The past few weeks have been
worrying for industrialists like Mr
Taylor who hope the economic op-
portunities presented by Indonesia
are not dragged into a political crisis
between Canberra and Jakarta.

Two Indonesias exist in the minds
of Australians. One is the political
powder keg, controlled by a military
a.l{ O T to pull the trlggcr

the
Jakarta is beginning to boom and
the country as a whole is a magnet
for Australian mining and manufac-
turing companies.

The re-emergence of the Timor
issue could not have come at a worse
time for those who have been whip-
g up interest in Indonesia on the

ess front.

Barely a week passes without ag-

Mr Taylor . . . concerned

reements being signed for Austral-
thl;ln companies to become involved
ere.

Australian investment in Indone-
sia has been relatively small, but it is
what is in the pipeline that counts.

Hundreds of millions of dollars are
being poured into mining projects
that will take years before they
be_l%n to pay their way.

e possibility of our political rela-

tionship with Indonesia falling

is bad news for businessmen

0 have good reason to want to
keep Indonesia’s leaders sweet.

Mr Taylor is an Australian
businessman who has tasted what
the Indonesian economy offers.

He is the group managing director
of Bulk Materials (Coal Handling),
or BMCH, a Sydney company sup-
plying coal-processing equipment to
Indonesia under contract.

The equipment removes shale and
rocks from coal. It has been installed
at the Ombilin plant on Sumatra,
and is in the final stages of being
fitted into the Bukatsunar plant on
Kalimantan, previously known as
Borneo.

Mr Taylor says Indonesia’s eco-
nomic potential is considerable and
there is ample evidence of Aus-
tralia’s corporate sector wanting to
become involved in Jakarta's devel-
opment process.

His company has never experi-
enced political problems in Indone-
sia and he detects no economic
backlash so far from the political
Jjousting over Timor.

The cultural distance that many
Australians feel with Indonesians
applies to business as well.

Businessmen may strike deals with
our northern neighbou:s. but they are
often not well versed in the palitics
and diverse cultures of Indlonesia.

Mr Taylor says he is unsure about
the state of economic relations be-
tween the two countries. However,
he is concerned that the flow-on
from a political row couid mean

limitations for Australian: compa-
nies in Indonesia.

On the other hand, he thinks Indo-
nesia would be reckless to cut off
Australian expertise and finance.

All industrial developments in In-
donesia have to be tied to the Gov-
ernment, and joint ventures are
needed between Australian and In-
donesian companies.

Mr Taylor Is apprehensive about
the political decisions which could
follow the report of the inquiry into
the Dili killings.

“It’s obvious it could affect our
trading position,” he said. “I doubt it

Economic

bonanza

will go that far, but it’s important
it's put right.”

Australian companies doing the
most business in Indonesia are CRA,
BHP, the Wheat Board, Transfield
and Kinhill

pa-
nies took part in two tnde l’urs in
Jakarta — Mining & and

. But she sald:

dustry with a program of quality
assurance.

Australia’s senior trade commis-
sioner in Jakarta, Ms Barbara
Higgs, refused to comment on the
overlap between political and eco-
normic policies in Indonesid.

“As far as Austrade
is concerned it is very much busi-
ness as usual in Ji

CRA has invested nearly $600 mil-
lion in coal and gold projects in East
Kalimantan.

The Kaltim Prima coal mine is
owned 50-50 by CRA and BP, and
CRA owns 90 per cent of the Kelian
gold project. .

Construction of the coal mine was
finished in September and the gold
mine is under construction.

The bulk of CRA's Indonesian
money is tied up in Kaltim Prima
and it Is being mined under a 30-
year agr t with the Ind
Government.

Holes in the ground in old Borneo
and construction cranes on the Ja-
karta skyline are & long way from
blood in the streets of Dili — and
Aust.ra.llnn businessmen and their

Electric Indonesia.

Boral has recently announced a
new joint venture in Indonesia, and
the international arm of Telecom

Australia has signed a memoran-

dum of underat.a.ndlng with an Indo~
Feslan company to provide the

ications in-

Business fears Indonesian
backlash over Timor row

From Page 40

Mr Leigh Clifford, CRA’s exec-
utive in charge of energy invest-
ments, trots out the party line
that Australia is not alone in ex-

g concern over the Dili

gs, that Timor is not a new

mlmm 1ssue, and hopefully the

ue will be settled to the satis-
faction of all parties.

The platitudes are under-
standable — people like Mr Clif-
ford are Australia’s second line
in dealings with

ything that tmpacts on our
bilateral relationship is impor-
tant and Timor is a significant
issue,” he said.

CRA sees it as inappropriate to
comment on the impact of
Timor, Mr Clifford sald
Australia’s political relationship
with Indonesia had been
coloured at times by the Timor
issue.

However, he feels it Is some-
thing which companies shouid
not let affect their business
arrangements.

Like other Australian compa-
nies, CRA has extensive contact
with the Indonesian bureauc-

racy.
Among the economic features
which attract the likes of CRA
to Indonesia is the large popula-
tion of 180 million.
The nation has entered a pe-

riod of rapid industrial expan-
sion and has become an atirac-
tive destination for mineral ex-
ploration and development.

Mr Clifford described the Indo-
nesian officials who had regular
contact with CRA as sensible,
reliable and long term in their
thinkin,

He snid these contacts have
Fotical  situstion suggssting
po! tuation, sugges
that Timor was in a dm’og:%

of Indonesia from CRA's
Investmenta.
The Indonesian officials CRA

Blind-eye
approach

deals with are not in a position
to be well informed on the
Timor issue.

Australian politicians and in-
vestors are awalting the mults
ﬁ:: the inquiry into the Dili kil

g8.

In the meantime, the corporate
interests would like Australia
out of the spotlight.

Mr Clifford seeks to deflect at-
tention by pointing to the in-
vestment in Indonesia by Euro-
pean countries, which are also
expressing - concern  about

or.

He also believes the political
developments will not reach the

point where they hurt the com-
mercial prospects.

The president of the Australia-
Indonesia Business Council, Mr
Peter Church, would prefer Aus-
tralia to act through the United
Nations or through a big power,
rather than act independently

on Timor.
The number of Australian
com] to his

panies belonging
council has doubled in the past
18 months, and the line pursued
by the Minister for Foreign Af-
falrs, Senator Evans, has its
endorsement.

Mr Church compliments the
Federal Government for show-
ing knowledge of how to behave
in Indonesia, and suggests Can-
berra’s approach should not af-
fect the economic relationship if
it remains sensitive.

However, a fine line exists be-
tween common sense and com-

promise, and Mr Church is
clen.rly at odds with groups
w?.nnt.lng a tougher stance on the

u"gues t.hey will not achieve

want and will hurt
A strallss national interest
while fafling to help the Timo-
rese.

Mr Church openly subscribes
to the blind-eye approach — to
succeed as a foreigner in Indo-
nesia, do not get involved in the
politics,

The Australian, 11 December 1991

4 partners would like
t.hem kept weli apart.

The clear impression gained from
Australian businessmen with bucks
at stake is that the bleeding hearts
back home must be soothed, while
keeping faith with Indonesia’s offi-

Continued — Page 34



ACTU reins in push for K Timor protests

By SHANE GREEN
and CARMEL EGAN

THE ACTU executlve yes-
terday headed off moves by
left-wing unions for national
bans and boycoits on Indone-
sian interests to protest
agalnst the Dili massacre last
month.

In other developments

esterdai‘u

ACAD C specialist Pro-
fessor Jamie Mackie - said
East  Timor could ' descend
into civil war if granted
independence.

THE Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Trade, Senator
Evans, sald in the Senate
Australia would neither tear
up nor put on hold the Timor
Gap treaty. Australia and In-
donesia are due to sign an

ement under the treaty
t will allow 12 companies
to explore for oil and gas.

kada, said his Govermment
had expressed serious con-
cern over the massacre to Ja-
karta and wanted the United
Nations to seitle Timor's
i’nhu'o with Indonesia and
0!
Sm Evans also ap-
ared at a Red Cross func-
on on war victims in Can-
berra yesterday with former
Labor prime minister
Gough Whitlam, who on
Monday attacked the Gover-
nment’s handling of Indone-
sia and East Timor.
But they managed a
friendly exchange.

The ACTU executive, in a

mise move yesterday,
left go ¢ way open for individ-
unions to consider action
shonld the Indonesian in-

vetobealhun

elthuo:‘ t‘I'u Unlt:: Nlﬂ:‘:_l‘ l::;
ves on or the re

the coming visit to Indonesia Mr nrnrun
enator Evans did not pro-
e “practical means of com-
ing to terms with the situa-
tlon in East Timor”.

The ACTU's response has cently retired

Mr Whitlam and Senator Evans yesterday . . .

drop of a hat”.

test and action by waterfront
also oocur if unions to delay some Indone-

sian ships.

The president of the ACTU,
Ferguson, sald
trade sanctions could not be
imposed on a country “at the many ple being killed.”

He told a conference on
East Timor at La Trobe Uni-
professor of versity in Melbourne that in-

Professor Mackie, the re-

e Australian National Uni-
versity and a specialist on In-
donesia, said: “I can foresee
an appalling scenario if East
Timor does ever succeed in
getting independence with

friendly excharige — Picture: MICHAEL JONES
into the massacre been limited to a day of pro- mlmcll and social change at

dependence would fall prey to
factional politics.

In the Senate yesterday,
West Australian green Sena-
tor Jo Valientine asked Sena-
tor Evans whether it would be

appropriate to postpone sign-

the Timor Gap agreement
in view of the massacre.

The Australian, 12 December 1991

Labor accused of

hypocrisy
over East

By. SONYA VOUMARD,

Sydney

The Hawke Government had wept
“crocodile tears” for the Timorese
péople but its real attitude to them was a
source of shame to all Australians, the
Himan Rights Council of Australla said

yesterday.
. “The council said the Australian Gov-
enmentwuguﬂtyofcomplldtylnthe
the most fundamental human
the Timorese people.
that although it did not deny
d distress ex-
by Mr Hawke and his Govern-
the 12 November massacre,
ot help but share the public
ustralian commit-
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the
of any remaining shred of credi-
ty and adds to the growing dissatis-
with the National Investigation
Ommhslon and within Indonesia it-

'n:e council was releasing a report on
tire massacre and its aftermath, which it
helped prepare with the New-York-
based human ts watchdog Asia

£

was ‘‘even more unconsdonable
when this Government won't even sup-
port moves to involve the Timorese in
talks with Indonesia and Portugal under

Timor

UMNMW
The council called on the Australian
Government to look beyond its present
Indouesian National In-
vestigation Commission and to seek the
establishmeat of an international com-
mission of inquiry. -
It said that the Minister for Foreign

sian Government's handling
investigation into the massacre.
The council sald that if the national
commission did not satisfy
Goverament's crite-

deserves to endure is in the hands of the
Prime Minister and his Government”.
The Asia Watch report sald all coun-
'tries that had expressed comcern over
the killings in East Timor should join
forces in pressing for a genuinely inde-
pendent inquiry, including trained, ex-
enced specialists in forensic pathol-
ogy and human rights investigations.
"l'o ensure that a proper, thorough
investigation takes place, all suppliers
of military ald to Indonesia should sus-
pend that assistance until the results of
the investigation are concluded,” the re-
port said. It said the Indonesian Govern-
ment must acknowledge the
of its first death toli and ensure that a
Ilstofall those killed, detained and re-

and others can have access.

The Age, 13 December 1991
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‘You treat us like animals . . . bastards, murderers!’

East Timorese protesters gather in Canberra (a
with grief after learning his cousins were among th

bove), while Mr Da-Luz (left) is overcome
e dead —

Pictures: CHRIS PAVLICH

Angry protesters burn flag

By KATHERINE GLASCOTT

INDONESIAN flags and ef-
figies of President Suharto
were torched yesterday when
about 200 Timorese and sup-
porters gathered in Canberra
to condemn Tuesday's mas-
sacre of at least 60 people by
the Indonesian military in
East Timor.

Emotions ran high as a
group of protesters, whp gat.h:

East Timorese community, Mr
Agio Pereira, vowed continued
resistance to

the Indonesian
Government, maintained by
the Fretlin movement.

“Untii the day we East
Timorese have the right to
vote for our future we will
consider you as beast,” he

ered outside Par

said.
“We will fight until the last
Ind | ldier is out of

House and then the Indone-
sian b i’

fully to climb the embassy
fence while another threw a
burning flag onto the lawns.

“You treat us like animals,
we don't need that flag — bas-
tards, murderers!” the protes-
ter shouted.

Protesters called on the Fed-
eral Government to suspend
all defence co-operation with
Indonesia, cease all arms sales
and set up an International
independent inquiry with a
United Natlons observer
group to monitor any human
rights violations by the Indo-
nesian military until an act of
self-determination could take

place.

Despite 8 large Indonesian
military presence in East
Timor, & spokesman for the

45

East Timor.”

He called on the Prime Min-
ister, Mr Hawke, to cancel his
trip to Jakarta, tentatively
scheduled for next February.

Mr Brian De-Luz's tears
stood out among the jeering
crowd. He had just learnt of
the deaths of his two young
cousins, who were shot in the
back as they fled the Indone-
sian troops who opened fire
on several thousand mour-
ners near the Santa Cruz
cemetary in Dili.

A refugee, Mr Da-Luz 25,
fled to Australia with his im-
mediaf family after East
Timor was invaded by Indo-
nesia in 1975.

His anger was not just
aimed at the Indonesian Gov-
ernment and military but at
the Australian Government,

The Australian,

which he feels has betrayed
his country.

“] am disgusted at the Aust-
ralian Government,” he said.

“East Timor i5 one of
Australia’s closest neighbours
and yet they refuse to con-
sider the fact that we treat
the Australian people as nur
own brothers and sisters.

“It seems the Australian
Government has forgotten
that In World War II 400,000
Timorese lives were lost while
protecting Australian units.

“We deserve some recogni-
tion and protection.”

Mr Da-Luz called on the In-
donesian Government to sit
down and talk with the East
Timorese and Portugese
people.

“The only way to get peace
in East Timor is if every Indo-
nesian leaves it,” he said.

Northern Territory MP Mr
Warren Snowdon told the
rally the events in Dili should
be deplored by ail Australians.

Mr Snowdon, whose elector-
ate includes Darwin, with a
5000-strong East Timorese
community, sald Indonesia’s
continued occupation of East
Timor was llegal and un-
Justifiable.

15 November 1991



Horrified East Timorese gather to protest and mourn

By CHIPS MACKINOLTY
and KAY ANSELL

The horror of the Dili shootings
has rocked Darwin’s East Timor-
ese community as they have des-
perately sought news of the fate of
family and friends.

For John da Silva, a 31-year-old
naturalised Australian, a tele-
phone call to his mother early on
Thursday confirmed the death of
two brothers and a cousin, and the
imprisonment, after army beat-
ings, of two of his other brothers.

Half the male members of his

family are now dead or under
arrest.

“Isaw them in June whea I went
home for a holiday, but now they
are dead. | am frightened for the
rest of my family, but what can I
do? Even when I was there 1 was
followed by secret police,” he
said.

In Darwin yesterday, more than
200 East Timorese had emotional
protests outside the Northern Ter-
ritory Government offices and In-
donesian consulate.

The protesters, who burnt Indo-
nesian flags and laid wreaths and
candles in symbolic gestures, lay

down to form a chain of 130 bod-
fes, stretching aimost 100 metres,
on the road outside the NT House
government building.

About 100 later marched three
kilometres to the Indonesian con-
sulate in suburban Stuart Park.
Angry youths attacked the locked
doors of the consulate, but were
prevented by police rrom forcing
their way into the build

Mr Abel Guterez, a spokesman
for the East Timorese commuaity,
told the demonstration that the
Foreign Minister, Senator Evans,
must use the skills he employed to
achieve peace in Cambodia to help
the people of East Timor.

Mr Guterez demanded that the
United Nations send a team to
investigate the deaths.

Some people wept mer seeing a

re-e

In'Melbourne, about 500 people
gathered in South Meibourne (o
protest against the Timor kiltings
and to mourn for friends and rela-
tives.

of the mas-
sacre. Among those mosl affected
was Shirley Shackleton, the widow
of Greg Shackleton, kilied during
the invasion of East Timor 16
years ago.

The Age, 16 November 1991

Fretilin demands end to arms sales, slates inaction

By DAVID TWEED in Paris

THE former Fretilin representa~
tive to the United Nations and
spokesman for East Timorese rebels
called for an immediate arms em-
bargo on Indonesia yesterday.

Mr Jose Ramos Horta also directed
his vehemence at the “carefully wor-
ded” reponse to the killings by the
Prime Minister. Mr Hawke.

“He simply asked for an investiga-
tion ... an investigation from the
same people who committed the
murder,” Mr Horta said at a press
conference held under the auspice
of France Libertes — Fondation Da-

“We would like to see Australia, as
our direct neighbour, take some ac-
tion in which it would be supported
by Europeans and the Americans.
We are all waiting for Australia to
take the lead. Australia should not
fear that it would be isolated if it
took action.”

Mr Horta said he would like to see
Australia forcefully and publicly
condemn Indonesia, expel all Indo-
nesian intelligence agents who have
been tralning in Australia, termi-
nate ail defence agreements with In-

and t moves with

nielle Mitterrand. Mrs Mitterrand is
the wife of the French President, Mr
Mitterrand.

Europeans and Americans to impose
an arms embargo.
Australia had not moved to force

Indonesia to relinquish control of
East Timor in the past because
“Australian politiclans have no guts.
They are afraid of Indonesian ge-
nerals”, he said.

“(Senator) Gareth Evans (the Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs) is a man
who dreams of the Nobel Peace
Prize. He often boasts of his creden-
tials as a champion of human rights
but his actions have been rather
selective.

“He was very active when he was
in Soweto fist fighting with South
African security. He put up a great
show. When it comes to East Timor,
which is only 364 miles (580km) north

of Darwin, he becomes rather a

According to Mr Horta the UK is
Indonesia’s biggest arms supplier
with £100 million ($220 million) a year
in sales. But he said the response of
the UK Foreign Office this week to
his call for an arms embargo was
that it would be inadequate and
ineffective.

“My reaction to that is that it is
another expression of the most re-
fined form of British hypocrisy be-
cause they found it adequate and ef-
fective when Argentina invaded the
Falkland Islands in 1982 and when
Iraq invaded Kuwait.”

Mr Horta welcomed Portugal's

condemnation of the killings. Portu-
gal, the former ruler of the territory
invaded by Indonesia in 1975, con-
demned the “extreme brutality” of
the Indonesian armed forces on
Wednesday.

Lisbon called on all countries to
put pressure on Jakarta to end its
“illegal occupation” of East Timor.

President Soares of Portugal said
he had written to the United Na-
tions secretary-general to draw at-
tention to the intolerable disrespect
for human rights after a Portuguese
delegation postponed a fact-finding
mission to Eest Timor under the
aegls of the UN.

Weekend Australian, 16-17 November 1991

Fretilin says the army
executed 60 on Friday

The Indonesian Army executed 60
clvilians arrested after the Santa
Cruz cemetery massacre in Dili,
East Timor's Fretilin resistance
movement said yesterday.

A Fretilin spokesman in Dar-
win, Mr Alfreda Ferreira, said
sources in East Timor reported
that the executions were carried
out on Friday, about 15 kilometres
west of DUl

The reports said four trucks
took the 60 East Timorese to Be-
Must, near the Comoro River
bndse- and that a bulld

ing up youths for interrogation
since Tuesday.

“Many mothers have come to
me searching for their sons. What
can I tell them?" sald Father
Britto, the pastor of Balide church
near Santa Cruz cemetery, where
the shooting occurred.

Father Britto, who came to East
Timor 44 years ago from Goa,
another former Portuguese colo-
ny, now part of Indla, sald he was
trying to get the ntilitary’s permis-

used to push the bodies into mass
graves,

Mr Ferreira said wilnesses to
the ‘shooting wanted to give evi-
dence to a UN-appointed mission,
andthat the East Timorese want-
ed a UN fact-finding mission to be
seat to the Island.

Mr Ferreira sald requests for a
casualty list by the East Timorese
cominunity in Australia remained
unangwered.

East Timor sources said yester-
day that as many as 200 people
were shot during Tuesday's massa-
cre ‘when Indonesian troops fired
iato-a crowd of mourners.

‘In Dili yesterday, griefstricken
East Timorese attended church in
large numbers to pray for friends
and Felatives who died while the
search continued for many still
misging

Witnesses in and around Dili say
security forces have been round-

Witnesses to the shooting
want to give evidence to a
UN-appointed mission, and
the East Timorese want a
UN fact-finding mission to
be sent to the island.

sion to visit a hospital where about
80 people injured in Tuesday's vio-
lence were being treated.

Since the annexation of East
Timor 18 years ago, Indonesia has
tried to improve the island’s econ-
omy, but at huge social cost. Diplo-
mats estimate that 200,000 people,
almost a third of the population,
have died in the past 18 yearsasa
result of war and famine in the
predominantly Roman Catholic
province.

“My brother is still missing,”
said one youth outside the church.
He and his friends have been too
frightened to go back to school
since Tuesday.

A young woman wearing a
badge of an American pop singer
said she had no intention of going
to mainland Indonesia to work
despite the high unemployment
rate in East Timor. “We like our
treedom, they don't,” she said.

Others in the church compound
said that in the night, masked men
in black have taken away youths
who were not seen again. Many
say the shadowy men are pro-inte-
gration vigilantes who have been
stalking Dili streets since last

year.

‘““More than fear of the army is
the hatred Timorese have for the
Timorese,” said a foreign nun. The
army had to stop them killing each
other, she said.

*The Christians here have
learnt the message of the Old Tes-
tament, an eye for an eye, not the
one in the New Testament, turn
the other cheek,” she said.

The Roman Catholic Bishop of
East Timor, Carlos Belo, in an
effort to calm people, had instruct-
ed priests not to mention Tues-
day’s events in their Sunday ser-
mons,

But Father Britto said prayers
would be offered for the dead at
services today.

-~ Reouter, AAP

The Age, 18 November 1991



Fretilin alleges seven
more killings in Dili

By CHIPS MACKINOLTY,
Darwin

Seven people — one a baby and
another a child of four — are al-
leged by Fretilin to have been
killed by Indonesian soidiers in
what is claimed to be a continuing
crackdown by the military.

Fretilin, the Timorese indepen-
dence movement, said clandestine
communications from Dil} and Ja-
karta had “confirmed"” the deaths
as well as the arrest and jalling in
Java and Bali of students protest-
ing against the Dlli massacre.

" Fretilin's representative in Aus-
tralla, Mr Alfredo Ferreira, sald
the seven killings had taken place
in Diil on 18 November.

He declined to disclose how Fre-
tilin overcame difficulties in ob-
taining news from East Timor, but
said he tried as much as possible
to cross-check information.

“We have a number of quite dif-
ferent sources in East Timor and
Indonesia. If I get a single report, I
will release the news as uncon-
firmed. I release information as
having been confirmed if I get the
same information from two or
thr:a quite different sources,” he
salf

Fretilin claimed that the seven
people killed on 18 November
were witnesses (o the mass burial
of 10 other East Timorese. These
Timorese, Fretilin claimed, had
witnessed the killing of between 60
and 80 people on 15 November ina
valley near the Comoro River on
the outskirts of Dill. (The Dlli mas-
sacre which sparked international
outrage and detalls of which have
been confirmed by the inter-

THE VIEW FROM

national commaunity, took place on
12 November.)

Fretilin said the names of the

seven killed on 18 November were

Castro, 35, Maria Fatima,

19, Gaspar, aged one, Joan Soares,

aged four, Terezita, 16, Ines da Sil-

va Soares, 30, and Liberata
Mendes, 17. It is one of the very
few occasions that names have
been put to people allegedly
killed,

The so-called Dill underground,
East Timorese who are said by
Fretilin to have got word of events
on the island to the outside world,
claim that all of those allegedly
killed since 13 November, the day
of the alleged second
had also been buried in mass
graves, and that the grave sites
bad been sealed with bitumen."

The second massacre has been
denled by Indonesian authorities.
However, an Australian tourist,
who would only be identified as
“John", and who returned to Aus-
tralia last week, has claimed that
he heard 43 seconds of concentrat-
ed aulomatic weapon fire, fol-
lowed by sporadic shots lasting 30
seconds, from the valley where
the massacre was alleged to have
taken place.

He sald he had spoken to an
East Timorese man who had seen
between 80 and 80 people taken to
the area on military trucks.

A member of Darwin’s East Ti-
morese community, Mr Jose Gus-
mao, said the principal targets in

Let’s open shop

Dilf and elsewhere have been stu-
dents, priests and nuns.

“They are going for the student
leaders and trying to eliminate ac-
tivism. They are trying to get rid of
any witnesses, even if it means
killing ail of our people. That is
because we are all witnesses (o
daily repression,” he said.

“Bishop Belo of Dili is followed
by the military whenever he
leaves the bishop's residence, and
house-to-house searches for young
people have included raids on the
living quarters of nuns and priests.

“We know that Father Alberto
Rlcardo from the Motael parish
(the scene of the memorial ser-
vice which led to the first massa.
cre) is being constantly harassed.

“The military have increased
their activity in the towns of the
eastern part of the country as well,
with reports of people being ‘dis-

appeared’ in Baukau, where 65
people have disappeared, as well
as the towns of Same, Lospalos,
Vikeke, and Watulari,” Mr Gus-
mao said.

Fretilin sources sald there were
at least 235 to 300 people still in
detention in Dill alone.

Information has also been re-
leased by Fretilin sources in Ja-
karta on the fate of at least two of
the 50 East Timorese students ar-
rested after a demoastration out-
side the Australian, Japanese and
Dutch embassies last week.

It is claimed that Mr Antonlo
Cordoso and Mr Juan Freitas da
Camara are still being detained
and have been tortured. Both stu-
dents have records with Indone-
slan authorities as pro-indep

The fl of defi East Timorese children tend candles at the

dence activists.

shrine outside Darwin’s Indonesian consulate.

The Age, 25 November 1991

in Timor

serve as a deterrent

Picture: THERESE RITCHIE

Lﬁmﬁt e aD By CHRIS SANTOS

for Senator Gareth
Evans,

The Foreign Minister
had launched his book
Australia’s Foreign Rela-
tions, and even appeared
in the Ray Martin Midday
show. He d to blush

then Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Senator Willesee,
made a policy statement
to the Senate, which be-
gan: “The Government
has viewed with concern

when Martin mentioned
his nomination for the
Nobel Peace Prize.

But then hundreds of
East Timorese were shot
by Indonesian soldiers.

The Senator said
“everyone feeis just a lit-
tie sick in the stomach”.
No, it was nothing the
Senator ate. As he ex-
plained, it was the “recur-
ring irritant”, a bug called
East Timor.

A cure for Senator
Evans’ “recurring irri-
tant” has to be found.
Here are some sugges-
tions:
® The Secretary of the
Foreign Aflairs Depart-
ment, Mr Richard Wool-
cott, should be barred
from having anything to
do with East Timor.

Mr Woolcott was Aus-
tralia’s ambassador to In-
donesia at the time of the
invasion of East Timor,
and aitered a ministerial
statement so the Indone-
sians would not be
offended.

On October 30, 1975, the

d reports that
lndonesil is involved in
military intervention in
Portuguese Timor. The
position of the Australian
Government is clear. We
deplore the ﬁghlmg inthe
border areas .

However, as Jnll Jolliffe
described in her book
East Timor — Na-
tionalism and Colonjal-
ism: *.. .This ministerial
statement had been
altered to conceal the fact
that Australia knew In-
donesian troops to be ac-
tive in East Timor...

“In (a cable to the Fore-
ign Affairs Department]),
Mr Woolcott said that he
had conveyed the ministe-
rial statement [to the In-
donesian Government)
minus the first paragraph,
which he felt might cause
problems to Indoncsia.”

S Mr Woolcott ex-
Aplained in his cable:

“If the Minister says
publicly that he regrets
the degree of intervention
in the affairs of Portu-
guesce Timor, will he not

@ Senator Evans

stir up a hormet’s nest in
Australia itself as well as
acold

against abuses of human
rights in East Timor.

® The Government
should initiate negotia-
tions between the Indone-
sian Government and the

East Timorese.

The Prime Minister, Mr
Hawke, has said (in rela-
tion to Iraq) that “big
countries cannot invade
little countries and get
away with it

Therefore, Senator
Evans should try to con-
vince lndoneah “to u:cepl

here? ...

“Although we know it is
not true, the formal posi-
tion of the Indonesian
Government is still that
there is no Indonesian
military intervention in
East Timor. If the Ml.nis-

a p

wn.houl pre<condilions
with the East Timorese
and under the auspices of
the United Nations to seek
a genuine secttlement of
the Timor prohlem”, as
requested by the East
T 3

ter said or i
public the lndoneslan
Government was lying,
we would invite a hurt
and angry reaction.”
® The Government

® The Government
should appoint an inde-
pendent investigator into
the massacre and other
breaches of human rights.

S Evans does

should opena late in
East Timor.

Successive federal gov-
ernments have been often
asked (by, among others,
then backhencher and
now Treasurer John
Kerin) to open a consulate
as a sign of concern about
self-determination in East
Timor.

A consulate would also

not pursue these sugges-
tions, the “recurring irri-
tant” will keep recurring
and he can kiss the Nobel
goodbye.

Chris Santos was informa-
tion ofticer of the Democra-
tic Republic of East Tirmor in
the brief period between in-
dependence and the indone-
sian invasion.

Herald Sun, 29 November 1991
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PM’s stand disappoints
Tlmor team

8y ADAM CONNOLLY

EAST Timorese leaders
described a meeting with
the Prime Minister, Mr
Hawke, yesterday as futile
and were “bitterly dis-
appointed” at his reluc-
tance to take a harder line
against Jakarta.

They have called on or-
dinary Australisns to
ignore the Government's
policy on Indonesla and
rise up to prevent the
slaughter of East
Timorese.

The five-member delega-
tion claims Indonesia has
wiped out more than half
East Timor's population,
or 200,000 people, since

control in 1975,

A representative for the
independence movement
Fretilin, Abel Guterres,
compared the Indone-
sians’ actions with the
atrocities of Pol Pot in
Cambodia.

“Pol Pot has been
documented killing
almost one million of his
own people with mass
burials, that is exactly

@ Jimmy Corter ...
probe team plea.
what the Indonesians have

been using,” he said.

“The Australian public
out there, Mr and Mrs Aus-
tralla, are they going to lét
the Australian Govern-
ment get away with this
murder

The delegatlon met Mr
Hawke for 10 and

The group supports
trade union bans against
Indonesian companies as
a lever for diplomatic con-
cessions.

The delegation wants
Australia to:

@ Terminate the train-
ing of Indonesia”s security
personnel In Australia.

® Push ahead with an
SldlstraUnn consulate in

@ Direct the $15 million
in East Timorese aid
through the Catholic
Church rather than
through Jakarta.

® Push for a East
Timorese referendum on
self-determination.

East Timorese leaders
have d a United

the Foreign Affairs Mmls-
ter, Senator Evans, for two
hours but left without any
new Australian commit-
ment.

Nations-sponsored mass-
acre inquiry led by former
US president Jimmy Car-
ter, former Australian
governor-general Sir

Herald Sun,

Ninian Stephen and South
African church leader Des-
mond Tutu.

The Government has in-
dicated it will not review
its policy on East Timor's
annexation by Indonesia
untll after the official in-
quiry into the Santa Cruz
massacre by Indonesian
troops last month,

Timorese Democratic
Union vice-president Joao
Carrascalao said the world
had known about human
rights atrocities for 15
years.

“The massacre at Santa
Cruz was not isolated, it is
part of a process that
started 16 years ago,” he
said.

A street protest In Syd-
ney has been planned for
Saturday, the anniversary
of Indonesia's push into
East Timor.

An American-born
journalist claims to have
found a site at which a
second massacre of East
Timorese civilians hap-
pened on the night of the
Santa Cruz shootings.

4 December 1991

UN, Jakarta in

talks on

By MARK METHERELL

and Agence France-Presse

The United Nations bas held tal.ll
with Indonesia on sending
special envoy to East Timor to
investigate the Dill massacre, a
UN statement said yesterday.

The UN deputy secretary-
general for human rights, Mr Jan
Martenson, had been in contact
with Jakarta over the visit, the
statement said.

The UN Secretary-General, Mr
Javier Perez de Cuellar, hoped
that his envoy, 8 Kenyan lawyer,

Amos Wako, would be able to

spokesman, Mr Francois Giulani.

The Australian Government is
belleved to have urged the Indone-
slan Government yesterday to
consider UN involvement in the
investigation into the massacre.

In & separste move, the Prime
Minister, Mr Hawke, yesterday
broke with Government practice
and met East Timorese resistance
movement leaders, who urged him
to drop Australia’s recognition of
Indonesia’s sovereignty over East
Timor, which it annexed in 1973.

The meeting was cut to 10
minutes because of Mr Hawke's
other commitments, but the dele-
gation had two hours of talks with

killings

#; (((p éﬁ}

HAWKE GIVES TIMORESE
TEN MINUTES

I

INDONESIANS GIYE
TIMORESE TEN MINUTES

the Foreign Minister, Senator Ev-
ans.

The delegation leader, Mr Jose
Ramos-Horts, said the group
appealed to Mr Hawke and Sena-
tor Evans to seize the “historic
opportunity” to redress the enor-
mous wrongs done to the East Ti-
morese and support their seif-de-
termination.

There was no immediate reac-
tion from the Indonesian Govern-
ment to the UN’s announcement
yesterday.

The Age, 4 December 1991




Timor
rebels

spurn
Hawke

By foreign affairs writer TONY PARKINSON

THE East Timorese
resistance yesterday repudi-
ated Australia’s plea for
negotiations with the Su-
harto Government to secure
a reconciliation between the
two sides over the future of
the province.

In sometimes heated talks in
Canberra with the Prime
Minister, Mr Hawke, and the
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Senator Evans, East Timo-
rese leaders accused the
Government of naivete and
ineptitude.

ey insisted their claim to

self-determination was not

neiotiable and specified that

could proceed only

under the auspices of the
United Nations.

“There is no other way but
an act of seif-determination,”
Fretelin's specla.l representa-
tive to the Mr Jose
Ramos-Horta, sa\d. .

“Any talk of a special region
status, or reconciliation, is
either incorrigible nalvete,

orance, or it is stubborn-
ness in insisting by other
means on & failed policy.”

The East Timorese have cre-
ated a diplomatic quandary
for Australia. Their com-
ments are an explicit rejec-
tion of Mr Hawke's proposi-
tion that Indonesia and the
East Timorese try to find a
formula that would allow the

province greater autonomy
{et. keep it within the repub-

Australia recognises Indone-
sla’s incorporation 16 years
ago of the former Portuguese
colony. But after the Dili mas-
sacre on November 13, which
claimed an estimated 75 lives,
Mr Hawke said Indonesia’s

accept that milf occupa-
tion was not a solution to the
problem.

The meeting revealed deep-
seated anger in the East Ti-
morese resistance movement
over what they regard as
Australia’s inept policy re.
sponses. Some delegates left
saying ' utlex were bitterly
disappo

“It was a futile exercise,”
said Mr Joao Carrascalao,
vice-president of the Timo-
rese Democratic Union and a
brother of East Timor's

The Australian, 4 December 1991

Mr Ramos-Horta yesterday

Governor, Mr Mario
Carrascalao.

This differed markedly from
Mr Hawke's account. He said
the East Timorese had ex-
g_ressed gratitude for Aus-

alia taking “a very strong
lead” in reacting to the mas-
sacre. Mr Hawke attended the
meeting for 15 minutes, leav-
ing Senator Evans to debate
the issues for another hour.

Mr Ramos-Horta and four
colleagues said afterwards
that Australia had let down
the East Timorese.

Citing their support for Aus-
tralia during World War II, a
spokesman for the Timorese
community in Victoria, Mr
Abel GQuterres, said: “We
never called meetings, never
called for resol;xt.io‘{;s. to sup-
port your people. We respon-
ded to friends in need, and did
50 at a cost of 40,000 lives.

send troops to East Timor. We
want political action, indus-
trial action, to redress your

mistakes.”

Mr Carrascalao added: “We
are not satisfied with words.
We are not satisfied with
tears. Our people are dying.”

The delegation also critic-
{sed Australia’s declsion to
wait on the report of the na-
tional commission of inquiry
set.up by the Suharto Gov-
ernment to investigate the
massacre.

The East Timorese argued
that the Hawke Government
should supporv. efforts to set

%‘hey said they would nomi-
nate a prominent Australian
— possibly former Governor-
General Sir Ninian Stephen —
to join a fact-finding mission
t.he{ were attempting to es-

blish.
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Vigil forces Indonesians
to shut Darwin consulate

Indonesia’s consulate in Darwin
stands empty and abandoned
because of a 24-hour-a-day vigil by
Darwin’s East Timorese commu-
nity and supporters.

Armed only with banners,
wreaths of tropical flowers and
placards, the protesters have set
up a shrine outside the consulate.

Every evening, the strongly
Catholic East Timorese hold a

quiet prayer service for families .

and friends who have been killed
or arrested, or who have
“disappeared”.

Hundreds of candles have been
1it on the footpath and there is wax
10 centimetres deep at the base of
a wooden cross blocking the front
door of the consulate. The candles
are kept alight even during the tor-
rents that signal the coming of
Darwin’s wet season.

Posters and poetry in Portugese

and English have been plastered
across the front of the building,
including East Timorese demands
for an immediate United Nations
presence in thelr homeland.

“The people are planning for it
to be the first embassy for East
Timor in Australia,” says a long-
time activist for East Timor, Mr
Rob Wesley-Smith. “If that doesn’t
happen, we will try to keep it
closed forever.”

This does not please the consul,
Mr Rachmat Mural, who sent hils
staff home and closed the consul-
ate 10 days ago.

The telephone gives an out-of-
order signal, and Mr Murt! has
told the local media that no more
visas will be issued until the East
Timorese are removed. He has
refused to say more.

Until further notice, the shutters
are down at the closest consulate
to Indonesia in Australia.



Australian Reaction:
The Public

Condemn Timor killers

More readers appalled at the
Dili massacre are demanding
that the Australian
Government condemn the
Jakarta regime.

Brutal subjugation

Mr Hawke urges the Indonesian
Government to conduct a thorough
investigation. Whom is he kidding?
The Dili massacre is only a practi-
cal, and for once public, manifesta-
tion of a deliberate Indonesian
policy of brutal subjugation of the
East Timorese, and it starts right at
the top.
Chris Amstrong,
Croydon.

Have some courage

Bob Hawke and Gareth Evans,
have some courage for a change.
Stop the diplomatic rhetoric and
selling out of East Timor. Indone-
sian military killings must be strong-

ly condemned.
Maria Bohan,
Kallista.

Abandon recogpnition

Any Australian with a conscience
will feel an awful shame today be-
cause of our nation’s recognition of
Indonesia’s takeover of Timor. In
the wake of Tuesday's massacre
we should reverse that acceptance.
Peggy Mackian,

Sandringham.

Condoning massacres

Bob Hawke's hypocrisy over hu-
man rights in East Timor is Austra-
lia's hypocrisy. Shame Gareth
Evans, shame Bob Hawke, shame
Australia. It's time you stopped
condoning Indonesian massacres
in East Timor; it's time for self-de-
termination in East Timor.
Vicky Tchong,
Kensington.

Rally against arms

In'light of the Timorese massacre is -
Australia still inviting Pacific nations
to Aidex, the Australian weapons
fair? All who oppose Australia arm-
ing countries such as Indonesia
should come to the rally on Satur--
day at the GPO at 11 a.m.
Paul Thompson,
Forest Hill.

Stopping bullies .

Appeasement doesn’t stop bullies,
it encourages them. it didn't stop
Hitler and now it isn't stopping
Indonesia.

Jonathan Melland,

Fresh bloodstains

If foreign ministers and formulators
of foreign policy for Australian gov-
ernments since 1975 check: their
hands today, they will surely find
fresh Timorese blood. May God for-
give us all for our inaction.
Tony Self,
Wheelers Hill.
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ACCESS 670 1601

Access letters must be 50 words or less. Lines are open
between 8 am and noon, 1 pm and 4 pm weekdays.

Condemn Timor killers

More readers appalled at the
Dili massacre are demanding
that the Australian
Govemment condemn the
Jakarta regime.

Brutal subjugation

Mr Hawke urges the Indonesian
Government to conduct a thorough
investigation. Whom is he kidding?
The Dili massacre is only a practi-
cal, and for once public, manifesta-
tion of a deliberate Indonesian
policy of brutal subjugation of the
East Timorese, and Rt starts right at
the top.
Chris Armstrong,
Croydon.

Have some courage

Bob Hawke and Gareth Evans,
have some courage for a change.
Stop the diplomatic rhetoric and
selling out of East Timor. indone-
sian military killings must be strong-
ly condemned.
Maria Bohan,
Kallista.

Abandon recognition

Any Australian with a conscience
will feel an awful shame today be-
cause of our nation's recognition of
Indonesia's takeover of Timor. in
the wake of Tuesday's massacre
we should reverse that acceptance.
Peggy Mackian,

Sandringham,

Fresh bloodstains

If foreign ministers and formulators
of foreign policy for Australian gov-
ernments since 1975 check their
hands today, they will surely find
fresh Timorese biood. May God for-
give us all for our inaction.
Tony Selt,
Wheelers Hill.

Slap on the wrist

PM Deplores Killings, says 'The
Age’ headline (14/11). In well-
known diplomatic language, to “‘de-
plore” is equivalent to a siap on the
wrist. The Australian Government
must “condemn’ not “‘deplore” the
massacre.

Tom Spencer,

Ferntree Gully.

Stopping bullies
Appeasement doesn't stop bullies,
it encourages them. it didn't stop
Hitler and now it isn't stopping
indonesia.

Jonathan Melland,

Condoning massacres

Bob Hawke's hypocrisy over hu-
man rights in East Timor is Austra-
lia's hypocrisy. Shame Gareth
Evans, shame Bob Hawke, shame
Australia. [t's time you stopped
condoning Indonesian massacres
in East Timor; it's time for self-de-
termination in East Timor.
Vicky Tchong,
Kensington.

Rally against arms

In'fight of the Timorese massacre is
Australia still inviting Pacific nations
to Aidex, the Australian weapons
tair? All who oppose Australia arm-
ing countries such as Indonesia
should come to the rally on Satur-
day at the GPO at 11 a.m.
Paul Thompson,
Forest Hill.




Hawke response on Timor

8y Nom Dixon

Ald organisations, solidarity groups and
others supporting East Timor's right to seif-
determination have severely criticised
the Australian govemment’s weak stand
on the Indonesian army massacre of
mourners in East Timor (see page 24). This
pressure, together with communtty out-
rage at the massacre, has forced Prime
Minister Bob Hawke to concede that in-
donesia may have to seek an “amicabile
seftlement” with. those struggling for East
Timor's independence.

The Indonesian military sought 10 give the
impression that the attack was an act of pan-
icked self-defence. A November 14 statement
by the regional commander, Major-General
Sintong Panjaitan, claimed that there was a pis-
tol shot and that a grenade was thrown before
the army opened fire, =

“Soldiers thought they heard the order ‘fire’
when the order was ‘don’t fire'”, he explained
lamely. Panjaitan admitted 0 just 19 deaths.
The day before in Jakarta, the chief of Indone-
sia’s armed forces, General Try Sutrisno, con-
ceded that up to 50 people had died.

These official accounts have been contra-
dicted by eyewitness reports. Russell Anderson,

an Australian who was in Dili, told ABc Radio

on November 13 what he saw: “There was a
group that left from the [Motaet] church that was
about 30004000 ...

No provocation

“When they got to the cemetery, the military
started to-arrive in truckloads. They got out of
the trucks and lined up. People by that stage
were getting quite worried and a lot had moved
away. There was about a thousand left outside
of the cemetery and there were quite a few
people in the cemetery ... then the military just
started firing, for no reason they just started
firing into the crowd.”

Allan Naimn, a reporter of the us New Yorker
Magazine, witnessed the massacre and wes
badly beaten by Indonesian troops as was his
colleague, us public radio journalist Amy
Goodman. Naim told Asc radio: “The army
massacred dozens and dozens of people — un-
armed civilians who were shrinking beck as the
soldiers fired into the crowd. ... The soldiers
marched down from two directions armed with
M-16s and they fired into the crowd ... and
bodies were just dropping right and left. They
just kept on firing ..."

A spokesperson for the Indonesian pro-de-
MOCTacy group INFIGHT in Jakarta said support-
ers in Dili had confirmed the deaths of 97
people. “Our contact in Dili says there was no

"ro’rqlly iInadequate’

Members of East Timorese community picket Garuda Alrlines, Sydney, November 13.

Photo by Steve Robson.

provocation from Fretilin. No-one made any
provocation towafd the Indonesian army ... we
are sure about that.”

The situation in Dili had been tense since the
announcement on October 24 that a visit to East
Timor by a Portuguese perliamentary delega-
tion had been suspended. Prior to the delega-
tion’s scheduled arrival, a large number of roop
reinforcements were brought in to prevent pro-
independence demonstrations. A wave of ar-
rests began.

Pat Walsh of the human rights office of the
Australian Council For Overseas Ald told

Green Left that three Australian tourists had .

reported an “overwhelming™ mititary presence
in Bast Timor., - s

In a letter w0 the ambassador 0
Australia, they reported that 94 new battalions
of soldiers had been deployed, along with artil-
lery, tanks and other military equipment.

“We witnessed truckloeds of soldiers trun-
dling through the streets of Dli, battalions ex-

squadrons of soldiers moving efther
openly or surreptitiously through the bush.”

The massacre was condemned by Portugal,
East Timor's former colonial ruler and recog-
nised by the United Nations as the legal admin-
istering power of the territory. Portuguese
President Mario Soeres called on UN Secretary-
General Javier Perez de Cuellar to end the atroci-

DURC RS SO L
Inyestigation .

In stk contra 1 his tearfu reaction to the’
Chiness Tienanmen

thorough
lhhnmll.::h:nﬂmdwhn
and why” and 0 see that “those responsible for
breaches of fuman rights should be appropri-
aiely dealt with™,

East Timor. The un does not recognise I
- sia"s sovereignty. In the past Australia has re-

Street theatre at November 13 protest in Canberra. Photo by Max Lane.

Hawke’s much-quoted call for a “dinkum”
inquiry, however, did not extend to it being
conducted by a body independent of the Indo-
nesian government. The clear implication was
that Australia would accept as an explanation
that this outrage was caused by a few troops
losing control for a moment rather than the
reflection of a general policy.

In Seoul on November 13, Australian foreign
minister Gareth Bvans, deftly avoiding the use
of the “m” word, told reporters he raised the
“event” in Dili with Indonesian foreign minister
Ali Alatas. Evans said Alaias was sympathetic
to holding a “full and credible inquiry”, But
Alatas refused to allow the investigation o be
conducted by an independent body.

Australia’s ambassador to Indonesia, Phillip
Flood, told ABc radio on November 13 that he
did not believe the killings were the result of &
deliberate Indonesian policy: “I am quite certain
that no-one in Jakarta would have authorised an
action of this kind"”.

AKSI, a national organisation in solidarity with
the Indonesian democracy movement, de-

- scribed the. Australian government’s response
" as “totally inadequate and indeed stupid”.

- “This is not a case of ‘the local military getting
anofomnol”',/\mnid."lheaermndm_qeme

" inevitable consequence of military occupetion of

& country against the wishes of its people.”
Axst has demanded that the Australian govern-

" ment compietely withdraw all military coopera-

tlon with Indonesia and campaign for the United
Nations to send an independent fact-finding
mission to investigate the massacre. It also
wants Australia to campaign for the UN to force
Indonesia to withdraw its military forces and
begin talks with representatives of the East
Timorese people on the future they desire for
their country.

The Australian Council for Overseas Aid also
demanded that the Australian govemment suspend
all military aid and equipment sales to Jakarta.
Austratian Democrats fareign affairs spokesperson
Vicki Bourne said that the govemnment should
condemn the massacre and support the sending of
an independent fact-finding mission.

‘The natlonal director of the Australian Free-
dom From Hunger Campaign, Bob Debus, said,
*“This Iatest atrocity highlights that Indonesia’s
military solution in East Timor is not working,
nor is it acceptable to the intemnationa) commu-
nity”, Debus called on Hawke to urge Indonesia
to join international talks on East Timor, “The
United Nations, Portugal and Fretilin are inter-
ested in talks, but Indonesia refuses 1o come to
the table”, Freedom From Hunger reminded

"Australia is ane of the few countries In the
Indonesia’s rule over
Indone-

fused to support negotiations between
and the East Timorese resistance.

B Bvans is on record as saying: “We simply can-
~ hot lend curselves to an exercise which is prem-

ised on non-acceptance of the sovereign
incorporstion of East Timor into the Republic’
of Indonesia”. i

The Australian govemment is more interested
in exploiting the potentially rich oil reserves
beneath the Timor Sea than in the right to self-
determination of the East Timorese people.

Fretilin

The East Timorese liberation movement,
Fretilin, has called for an international arms
embargo on Indonesia. Fretilin's Jose Ramos
Horta told ABc radio from Paris that “It is im-
moral that the industrial countries continue to
supply weapons to Indonesia in the face of these
arocities which have been going on for 16
years. Western countries, including Australia,
have uned a blind eye 10 i.” N

Horta pointed that the us provides helicopters,
tanks, aircraft and machine guns to the Indone-
sian military — “the same machine guns, M-
16s, that were fired on the children, women,
almost killed two Americans and killed a New
Zealander at the cemetery”, Britain also sup-
plies hundreds of millions of pounds worth of
weapons each year to Indonesia. |

“Australia, since the invasion, supplies lethal
milltary support to Indonesia. Indonesian mili-
tary and intelligence officers are trained in Aus-
tralia. The same people who murder our people,
our children and our women are trained in Aus-
tralia by Australian defence and intelligence
personnel”, Horta added. s :

GREEN LEFT November 20 1991




‘Stop
sending
weapons
fo
Indonesia’

ALFREDO FERREIRA, Fretilin representative
In Australia, spoke fo REIHANA MOHIDEEN
of Green Leffon November 22, Following
are his comments on recent events in East
Timor. :

After the massacre of November 12, the Indo-
nesian army, together with the Indonesian intel-
ligence forces, started rounding up all those
people they thought would be the organisers of
the protest. Information is that between 100 and
300 people were rounded up on the first day
after the massacre. These people were taken to
the police stations.

During the early moming of November 15,
there was a report that 60 to 100 people were
laken away and execuled in B i. There

Canb.

were eyewitnesses of those killings. Soon after
they were execuled, a bulldozer pushed all the
bodies into a large grave.

The Indonesian offensive that they launched
carly this year has not stopped. Sometimes, due
to communications breakdown, we cannot fol-
low what is happening. But the offensive to
capture the Fretilin leadership s still continuing.

The United States is the main supplier of
weapons 10 Indonesia.

Fretilin wants the United Nations to go to East
Timor and look into the situation. We also want

the United Nations to put pressure on the Indo-
nesians (o withdraw their forces. In fact, a reso-
lution along these lines was passed in the United
nations in 1976. What we want is to enforce that
resolution.

We want the world to realise that by supplying
arms to Indonesia they are helping the Indone-
sian government kill our people. We want them
to stop sending weapons to Indonesia.

There has been an international outcry about
the recent actions of the Indonesians. The Euro-

a protest, Parliament House, November 13. Photo by Max Lane.

pean parliament has passed a resolution to stop
military aid to Indonesia and has asked the UN
to look into the situation again. The government
of the Netherlands is stopping any new invest-
ments in Indonesia. The response from Austra-
lia hasn't come yet. But we believe that next
week Bob Hawke will support a resolution
which will ask Indonesia to withdraw their
forces from East Timor and encourage a peace-
ful and acceptable solution.

We think that there will be enough interna-

tional pressure on Australia to support such a
motion. The Timor Gap treaty has influenced
Australia against coming out with a strong re-
sponse 8o far. This has prevented Australia from
playing a useful role in support of the Timorese
people.

If the rest of the world is ahead of Australia
on this question, it means that Australia will
become irrelevant to the process of decolonis-
ing East Timor. They will be seen to be support-
ing one of the most brutal regimes in the world.
So [ think it is in Australia’s interest to take a
strong position. .

We want a truly independent inquiry into the
recent massacres. Australia wants an inquiry
from the Indonesian side. This is not at all

. How can you ask the criminal to
investigate his own crime? :

‘We ask for the support of the Australian peo-
ple to solve the problems relating o this long
war. s :

Green Left, 27 November 1991



Time for a stand on Timor

- under oppressive foreign occupa-

THE hidden history of East Timor,
‘B _tion since Indonesia’s first inva-

INDONESIA'S FORGOTTEN WAR, by
John G. Taylor

sign in D 1975, is impr y
documeated ln“thls‘tILn‘\.el‘y bo_o¥.
-]

{Piuto Press, $19.95)

Although not
Forgotten War’, the latest massacre at
the Santa Cruz Cemetery in Dili and the
more recent unconfirmed reports of
roundups and executions are merely
more episodes in a series of atrocities
that have resulted in up to a third of
East Timor’s population of 750,000 be-
ing wiped out as a result of Indonesian
invasion, patlon and 1

Dr Taylor’s well-researched analysis
cogently demonstrates how Australia,
along- with the United States and all
western countries (with the conspicu-
ous exceptlons of Portugal and the Vat-
ican). bave shamefully abetted the In-

ROSS FITZGERALD

inspired direction of resistance leader
Xapana Gusmao, whose wife now lives
in Melbourne, continues in the eastern
mountains to fight on against the Indo-
nesian aggressors.

It i3 pleasing to note the prominent
role Dr Taylor ascribes to the work of
the Lisbon-based, Meibourne-born
journalist Jitl Jolliffe, Educated at

Country gover led by
Fraser. A 1

. y p T
defence” considerations and the oll
riches of the East Timor Sea have con-
stantly outweighed moral consider-
ations. .
The hypocrisy of our condemnation
of Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait counter-
p our p of the
illegality of Indonesia’s “annexation”
of East Timor and the forcible “reset-
1 t” of its peoples is starkly dem-

donesian regime’'s aggression, largely
for, economic and geopolitical inter-
ests. In Australla, this betrayal of a
people who lost 40,000 lives fighting
with us against the Japanese has come
equally from the ALP under Whitlam
and Hawke as it has from the Liberal-

onstrated. Dr Taylor shows that Indo-

nesia's “resettlement” schemes and
the starvation of the East Timorese Is
per capita as bad as or worse than Cam-

University, Jolliffe’s path-
breaking book ‘East Timor: Naturallsm
and Colonfalism' still remains the most
ysis of 1 d sia’s oc-

cupation and forced annexation.
As both Jolliffe and Taylor make
clear, the whole dreadful process real-
ly began on 25 April 1874 when the‘

latlon by the Indonestans of a Portu-
guese parliamentary visit which was to
have been the first official contact by
Portugal with East Timor since the In-
i fon in D 1975.

This cancellation was because Jakarta
objected to the presence in the Portu-
guese delegation of Jill Jolliffe, who
msuved and worked in Lisbon since
As Taylor's book, and recent appall-
ing events, must make plain to Bob
Hawke, Gareth Evans and even to the
former ambassador to Indonesia Rich-
ard Woolcott, the issue of East Timor
will not go away. Surely the time has
come for the Australian Government to

Portuguese Armed Forces M
(AFM) overthrew the fascist and feud-
al Caetano regime. News of the April
coup in Lisbon and the Portuguese
countryside soon filtered through to
East Timor. This eventually resulted in

take a pr d stand In support of a
people — quite different in language,
religion, color and culture from largely
lighter-ski d Muslim Ind fa —
who despite all odds will never cease to
demand their human rights to self-de-

both the pr of in-
dependence ﬁxd then, with dreadful

bodia and Blafra. Yet totally ided
by outside forces, the East Timorese
Liberation Army (Fretliin) under the

e p
tion. Ironically, the spark to the most
recent massacre at Dili was the cancel-

ter We must recognise the in-
dependence of East Timor, which cui-
turally and morally is not, and ought
never to have been, the 27th “prov-
ince” of Indonesia.

MIDWEEK KAZ
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Letter from a silenced critic

@ This is an extract from a letter to friends by Kamal Bamadhaj, sent shortly
before the 20-year-old New Zealand student was killed in the Dili massacre.

MAUBISSE, 2 November: Driving
through East Timor today is no longer
such a bumpy experience. Roads are
belng continuously paved with asphalt
and bridges being built. Development,
or “pembangunan” as the Indonesians
call it, is the most uttered watchword
around here — from the mouths of
Indonesians at least.

The Indonesians (particularly the
Javanese) seem to have a well-re-
bearsed script when explaining East
Timor to the outsider. They say it was
a hapless colonial backwater under
the Portuguese. Its inhabitants were
uneducated, culturally backward and
generally unhygienic people. What's
more, they were oppressed by the Por-
tuguese — until Indonesia heiped lib-
erate East Timor and took the ex-
colony under its wing as the 27th

province. Since then, East Timor has
shot ahead in leaps and bounds ...
But scratch a lttle beneath the sur-
face of uncomfortable Javanese
smiles and silent East Timorese faces,
and the grim reality of this place will
jolt even the most casual observer.
One senses that the great bulk of the
local population have not willingly ac-
cepted Indonesian rule despite the
supposed material advances gained
through the annexation. Development
is by Indonesia and for Indonesia.
Timorese people argue that the roads
were bullt to help the Indonesian mili-
tary move from one region to another
Quickly, and to ease the process of ex-
tracting goods from East Timor into
West Timor and beyond ...
Timorese I have talked to complain
that no amount of roads and schools

can bring back the thousands kilied by
Indonesia during the war and occupa-
tion. Some 200,000 people, or one-third
of the 1975 population, were killed . ..
Recently [ was asked by a Javanese
man what I thought of the province, its
roads and development. To avoid be-
ing hassled I gave a fypical East Tt
morese answer, that everything was
great. One imagines that the colon-
isers need praise and reassurance to
assuage their underlying gulit .. .
One could imagine that if the Timor-
ese really began to threaten Indone-
sia’s vested political and economic
interests, they (the Indonesians) may
quite easily decide to iaunch another
wave of genocide against the Timor-
ese people . . . Whether total genocide
occurs in East Timor or not depends
not only on the (remarkably power-
ful) will of the East Timorese people,
but also on the will of humanity, of us

all. Sydney Morning Heraid

MUM SLAMS
TIMOR DEAL

THE mother of a Syd-
ney university stu-
dent killed in last
month’'s East Timor
massacre has attack-
ed Australia's quiet
signing of a new
Timor Gap agreement
with Indonesia yester-
day as “total
hypocrisy”.

Ms Helen Todd, whose
son, Kamal Bamadhaj.
died in the shooting, has
written to the head of the
United Nations and the
Australian Foreign Minis-
ter, Senator Evans, plead-
ing for an international in-
quiry into the shooting.

Oil exploration of the
Timor Sea will begin with-
in a month despite calls for
the agreement to be moth-
balied until the results of
an Indonesian inquiry into
the massacre were re-
leased.

The Resources Minister.
Mr Griffiths, said yester-
day 11 production-sharing
contracts had been
approved for petroleum
exploration in the Timor
Sea.

But he stressed the
Federal Government was
concerned by the killings
in East Timor.

Ms Todd. who lives in
Malaysia, said she wrote to
Senator Evans and UN
Secretary-General Javier
Perez de Cuellar on Mon-

day. pushing for an inter-
national inquiry into the
shootings.

Indonesia acknowledges
only 19 deaths in the mas-
sacre on November 12, de-
spite some reports that the
toll exceeded 100.

Ms Todd's letter to the
United Nations says the
only way to stop “the con-
tinued killings® was “for
the UN to accept genu-
inely its responsibility for
East Timor” and establish
an immediate presence.

“I don’t think that alone
I could wake anybody up
sufficiently to get action,
but I don't think I am
alone,” Ms Todd said.

Ms Todd asked Senator
Evans who would be able
to provide anything but
official versions of events
when he travelled to the
region next week because

millitant dissenters had
been “picked up and dis-
posed of".

@ A Victorian waterfront
unions’ campaign against
Indonesian shipping de-
generated into in-fighting
yesterday as an Indone-
sian vessel began unload-
ing cargo at Webb Dock.

In what is emerging as a
major rift, the Victorlan
branch of the Australian
Workers' Union accused
the ACTU and Waterside
Workers' Federation of a
i stance {nst

Indonesia.
AWU state secretary
Bob Smith accused the
union of undermining
action that left the Anro
Jayakarta at anchor in
Port Phillip Bay for 24
hours before it docked
yesterday morning.

PM backs Cypriots

THE UN should intervene in Cyprus to find a
solution to the island's partition, the Prime Minister,
Mr Hawke, said yesterday.

Turkish troops invaded the northern sector of the
Mediterranean island in 1974, partitioning it from the
Greek Cypriot community in the south.

Despite several UN resolutions condemning the
invasion, Turkey has refused to withdraw its troops.
Negotlations for a unification have been stymied.

r Hawke told a luncheon for Cypriot President
George Vassiliou yesterday Australia supported UN
efforts to resolve the problem.

More than 50,000 Greek and Turkish Cypriots have
immigrated to Australia, most since the invasion.
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Sydney Morning Herald,

Desr Mr Hawdee

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER

WHEN I was asked to comment in the media when my
husband, television journalist Greg Shackleton, went
missing in 1975 at Balibo, East Timor, I appealed to you.
I wanted to use the opportunity to clarify the situation
but because 1 was in & state of shock, I feared that I
wouldn't function perceptively.

When I rang you at the ACTU, you explained the Indo-
nesians were adopting classic cover-up procedures and
that film from Greg showing Indonesian battieships
off the coast of Timor had made redundant the claims
that Jakarta was not involved.

1 believe you are now in a state of shock and I have some-
thing to offer. I urge you to go ahead with your visit to
Indonesia. Mr Gough Whitlam made an error of judg-
ment over East Timor and I belleve his subsequent
dental of the disastrous consequences makes him an
accomplice to genocide.

You can be remembered differently. I urge you to use
your influence for a United Natlons peace-keeping
force to be introduced to prevent Operasl Komodo
ixg'%n starting another bogus civil war as they did in

When a democratically supervised referendum is held,
the only people allowed to vote must be fair dinkum
Timorese.

Take care when Indonesia agrees to pull out the army
that they do not leave the police. The police in Timor
are a para-military force for combat.

I still believe Australians and Indonesians can be
friends: both nations have much to be proud of and the
Indonesian people are as unlike those who rule the
army as it is possible to be. .

Australians supported Indonesia in their fight against
their Dutch colonial masters; we owe an enormous
debt to the Timorese because of the grass-roots loyalty
received by Australian soldiers in World War IT. It is in
Indonesia’s interest to be ted into the Ci
Market of Europe. We have quite rightly given Indone-
sia millions of dollars of ald. Senator Gareth Evans, our
Foreign Minister, is best friends with Mr All Alatas
(Indonesia’s Forelgn Minister) and has proved he can
work miracles.

The head of the resistance, Xanana, called for peace
talks two years ago. It is time, Mr Hawke, you sat down
with him and used your considerable skills to settle the
matter. No settlement which excludes Xanana will hold
any credibility with the East Timorese.

Please understand, the S8anta Cruz massacre this month
was only one of many and the death toll was compara-
tively small. At Tacl-Tolu, on the outskirts of Dill, in
the weeks before the Pope celebrated Mass in 1989,
huge earth-moving equipment excavated the bones of
victims murdered at that site.

There are others — the list is considerable — but I would
like to tell you about Jaco Island in particular. Situated
in the east, it was & natural sanctuary for the mouse
deer — exquisite creatures that used to swim to the
mainland every night, then back again in the early
hours of the morning.

Because the Indonesian military thought resistance
fighters could also use Jaco Island as a sanctuary, it
was pulverised by bombing raids. Alas, the Jaco Island
mouse deer are no more.

Yet still the tragedy expands. There have been scuffles
outside Dili General Hospital because families who fear
for thelir relatives are being denied entry. Patlents do
not receive dici in the hospital; f: 8 must
purchase from the chemist and take it to the
{)at.lent. Even under normal conditions, to visit a pa-

ient in the general hospital one must make a request
in writing one month in ad L

Flease, Mr Hawke, use your influence to have all the
names of the Santa Cruz victims published. Insist that
families be allowed into Dili hospital.

All the families of the S8anta Crug victims must be pro-
tected from unresolved grief. I know a bit about unre-
solved grief. 8o did my mother-in-law: she committed
suicide as a resuit of the lack of official concern over
Greg's duhnﬂ)emnee. Our suffering was magnified be-
cayse we no body, we had no grave. Even today I do
not know officially how Greg died because the govern-
ment of the day (Whitlam’s) did not insist upon a falr
dinkum investigation. His successor, Mr Malcolm Fras-
er, went further and accepted that Indonesia was not

Aiot

interested in East Timor b they inually
made statements saying they had no territorial rights
claims to that country.

or

‘When the invading Indonesian army shot Roger East
(another Australian journalist) two months iater, offl-
cial Australian silence was deafening. A separate inves-
tigation must be held into the murders at Balibo and
the murder of Roger East.

The numbers of young Indonesian soldiers who have
given their lives in this ignobie cause must also be con-
sidered. I met many who loathe the occupation. They
suffer: it is the generals and senior officials who gain,
who operate confi d p
who devise development projects to be built with aid
money. They are the ones who give the orders.

I am most concerned at how our army must feel when
they hear your call for punishment for soldiers who act
under orders. If all the soldiers who have murdered
East Timorese were to be punished, you would have to
lay charges against the entire army of occupation!

Some of the excuses for the S8anta Cruz murders would
be funny if they were not so sad. Apply the one about
the officer who is supposed to have called out “Don’t
shoot” to the eye-witness account of the young boy
being disembowelled; do they also claim that an officer
called out “Don’t disembowel"?

The officer who led the attack on Balibo was ted!

Just as the American journalists were threatened by
American guns at S8anta Cruz, the bullets which kil in
Timor could be ours. We make the best bullets in the
world. If anything like the debacle in Timor ever occurs
{n Australia, it could be fair dinkum Aussie-made bul-
lets that kill us.

Please, M{ Hawke, do not ask lliar revenge. Killing a

ie of Ind s o prisal

T will be just

another pointiess cover-up.

« Shirley 8hackleton
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Massacres add
up to genocide |

HEN the true history

is written, huge mas-

sacres will be

revealed to have

occurred all over East Timor in

the 16 years of the illegal occup-

tion by Indonesian forces. They

have reportedly occurred at Mt

Lauro, Licisa, Builco, Lacluda,

Arta Branca, Baucau,

Dili; and the infamous Fence of

Legs operations of 1878, 79, '81

‘82 and '83, when boys and men

were forced ahead of troops to

beat the undergrowth to flush out
resistance fighters.

According to witnesses I have
spoken to, what they found were
mostly women and children who
had taken refuge in the bush. The
wit! describe incldent

‘| where women were raped then

kitled, children’s heads were
smashed upon the ground. They
say the “beaters” died of expo-
sure and malnutrition because
neither food nor sheiter were pro-
vided. They say those who sur-
vived were too weak to plant
crops so famine resuited. I be-
ileve that the fact that the Fence
of Legs operation was repeated
five times suggests a policy of de-
liberate genocide.

While one can draw comfort
from recent events, there is still
great cause for alarm: there are
persistent reports of the army
ralding schools, churches and
houses to flush out the wounded
who escaped from the massacre
and of these peopie being
dragged screaming from their
hide-outs and taken away — fate
unknown.

The Bishop of Dili, Bishop Car-
ios Belo, has warned that merce-
naries in the pay of Indonesia are
poised to start another bogus civil
war (the first, which preceded
the invasion was in fact a coup
d’etat stage-managed from Jakar-
ta as part of Operasl Komodo’s
destabilising ptan for East Ti-
mor.)

The Prime Minister, Mr
Hawke, has called for a “fair din-
kum” investigation of both hu-
man rights abuses and the massa-
cre and has demanded that the

ds.

The soldier cannot be punished
for obeying orders. Any attempt
by the Indonesians to pass this off
as an accident caused by pro-in-
dependence rebeis will be seen
propaganda.

BELIEVE that the biggest hu-

man rights abuse is the miil-

tary occupation. The miiitary
must go, and all this nonsense
about the East Timorese having
to accept Indonesia as overiords,
must cease.

Mr Hawke should go to Indone-
sta, but not if he continues to ac-
cept the preposterous excuses be-
ing offered for the massacre. The
fact that Indonesia wants to be

SHIRLEY SHACKLETON
whose husband, Greg
Shackleton, was one of five.
Australian journalists killed in
East Timor in October 1975,
says the latest Indonesian-
_massacre is but one of many.
|

course Mr Hawke decides to pur-
sue will have long-reaching con-
sequences for Australians and for
human rights in Indonesia. . .

To people who have worked dil-
igently for the past 16 years on
behalf of the East Timorese,|.
events this week moved at such a
rate that it was almost impossible
to keep up. In Jakarta on Friday,
Timorese and Indonesians dem-
onstrated and there are reports of
many similar demonstrations la |’
the provinces. The day before, a
delegation of NGO's, Indonesian
and Timorese citizens marched
on Parillament. In Indonesia that
takes guts!

But I find Mr Hawke's silence
over the murder of New Zealand-
er, Kamal Bamadhaj, in the Diil
massacre is most disturbing. It 18
reminiscent of the official silence
when my husband and his col-
leagues were murdered. A repeat
of the slience which followed the
shooting of Australian freelance
journalist, Roger East, in Decem-
ber 1875.

HEN 1 watched the re-

enactment of the Sania

Cruz massacre outside
the Indonesian embassy in Mel-
bourne on Friday, I burst into un+
controlled weeping. 1 realised
that whenever 1 am Interviewed I
steel myseif against my emotion-
al outbursts. This time I was un-
pre]tured for my unresolved

grief.

The United Nations are consid-
ering a referendum. This, of
course, must happen, but care
will have to be taken to prevent
Indonesia from flooding the coun-
try with bogus Timorese. They
did it at the Pope’s Mass: they
were ready to do it during the vis-
it of the Portuguese parllamenta-
ry delegation.

East Timor, tike Brunel, will do
very well indeed when they gain
access to their own much-sought-
after riches — freedom to devel-
op the vast tourist potential of
their own land; to cuitivate with-
out restriction; to gain access to
the vast quantities of oll and natu- |-
ral gas In the Timor Sea. 7]

But when the people dare to
venture outside to attend memor-
1a] services which they know will
be seen by the paranold military
as pro-democracy demonstra-
tions, they are not dreaming of
fighting, they are dreaming of

host to the
in 1992 and that Indonesian For-
eign Minister, Mr All Alatas, de-
sires to be appointed to the UN as
Secretary-General, will help re-
strain them and cause them to ils-
ten to reason.

So far, Mr Hawke has been ask-
ing the wrong questions. Rather
than treating the massacre as un-
usual, I think Mr Hawke should
understand that 1 and many
others, inciuding many Indone-
slans, belleve that the soldiers
shot at defenceless people be-
cause that is what they are used to
doing. Rather than demanding a
single scapegoat, he shouid be
asking what on earth was the mill-
tary doing at a memorial service?
Imegine that happening here!

The change of policy indicated
in recent statements by Mr
Hawke indicates a good start. It
takes a brave man to initiate
change; it takes a great man to
follow words with actions. The

Rty e

It you think all this is an exag-
geration, consider the threats of
the Defence Minister, General
Murdani, recorded secretly in
Diil last year. After announcing
that he had without a moment's
thought wiped out dissident or
ganisations throughout Indonesia,
he threatened to crush any chal-
lenges to Indonesia control in
East Timor. “All of these move-
ments we can finish up, wipe out.
We can take care of them all,” he
said. General Murdani toid his
stunned audience that he knew
*‘which of you was Fretilin, which
of you didn't become good and
which of you present now still
supported the guerilla leader

na”

This is the reality under which
the Timorese suffer; this is what I
fear will continue.

Shirley Shackleton has been a
strong campaigner for the rights
of the East Timorese. .




Timor barbarism

iS no surprise
from J. Tully

No one should be surprised by
Indonesian barbarism in East
Timor, yet the Australian Govern-
ment appears to have been caught
fiat-footed by the massacre of ci-
vilians in Dili. Mark Metherell re-
ports that Canberra had believed
that “the Indonesian military ap-

peared to be taking a more en- oWETL opBeET >ooyc|»oo
lightened approgch" to the 5555535 2 EE §§=::5 :g ELE: ;Eé' —u >
Timorese resistance (‘The Age’, RN+ e S PR LR :
14/11). How blind, or stupid, is it ~32E28558d BaFERRES . (()]
possible to be? Teg>nEa|Fei toii= woial Wl g
These massacres are not an ab- §Z3 553;35 SpE8i_0FR%.57° wmmN m -
erration. They are an example of IShResEREfof3d sqesiics W :
how an army of occupation, frus- $ESEg2R2e2°2 2335835y N i
trated by its inability to suppress a3szT g05993 ARS¥SESTIS : 1
nationalist sentiment, uses terror- aFnce Sa-me ZaFme L»0fU
ism as an instrument of state pol- t5Bgaofz B o E S s EsEES 2" aq m
{)cy. Jakarta's gel}erals and :g;g;g-’ggggnggasgg’ &%
ureaucrats have no fear of their “Pazkh TeR2) SECRs=EVScrt  mmmm O
citizens showing displeasure at the 33875 gag“d ::%3'5' E% 0., EEmE wmu
ballot box, and they have been TiE-0% .i8: oparijdsisy o8 wmin
able to ignore foreign opposition. Fiiciz "izdk §5§§§§; & & -—
Australia, following Washington’s STSEID EhERl JEENIR3F.EE m O
lead, condoned the illegal occupa- griies 3739F SEREF eIals
tion in the first place, just as 2 »ys0ee3T &%
the Western powers endorsed the FCEE HEH MR
earlier grab for West Papua. ag sroagifesi gk
Canberra must explain why they 57 ZEFTSIITH: &
believed the Jakarta dictatorship £5 pgFFEes® 2 7%
was becoming more enlightened. 2% ,EE85BES & 73
They are presumably aware that g gAgP3sds ag3
President Suharto consolidated g% -z2Fgzii 2 E:
his power in 1965-66 with the mas- 3R REERSEES Tz e
sacre of between 500,000 and one S
million potential opponents; that §RERES3.53382 o
around 200,000 out of 700,000 East 821, 055538 73 ¢
Timorese have died since the 1975 38cze3 1s2 23-3 T3F !
Indonesian invasion; and that the AhaEstsdssiis drf
West Papuans are routinely treat- 35EF 2322087 %3
ed brutally and robbed of their :§:§§§=§§2§§ 2d
land to make way for Javanese SoiwBZEERIE g E
and Balinese “transmigrants”. SRaTORy wX2y ¥,
With the world turning a blind eye cocze» 83
to such horrors, why should Jakar- 3 :_.g_g §2g= ;;
ta change? * E8>z887 5
Hawke's call for an Indonesian $ ¥ E2g28s¥ ;g
inquiry into the Dili massacre 5,82 Fg*ﬁ cof .
continues the dishonesty and eva- gs3s, F<@Rcisip
siveness that has characterised Se5sY ge2iis éé’ i
Australia’s Indonesia policy. It is £g8e2 oS.E3° &7
as appropriate as calling on Hitler SRFS5  SFER2F

to investigate Auschwitz. These
butchers have no intention of
changing their ways unless forced
to, or thrown out of office — a tall
order in a military dictatorship.
The very least that Australia
can do to atone for years of com-
plicity in genocide is to sponsor
a move for the United Nations to
open negotiations on East Timor.
And, if the blood-drenched Jakar-
ta dictatorship still refuses
to budge, it must be isolated. Mili-
tary intervention may not be an
option, but trade and diplomatic
sanctions are.
John Tully,
Yarraville.
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Letters to the Editor

- Arms, AIDEX and our friend Indonesia

Received 21 Nomnba

THE INDONESIAN military’s at-
tack on East Timorese mourners re-
ceived from our Government the

fF.m l.n 1975.

hﬁdwblmy.

perhaps because it doesn’t fit with  ping of remote parts of Indonesia. our diplomatic efforts carlier boea 0ot to repressive regimes, of course.
reassurances that we don’t supply Among such areas mapped for the  strongly in support of human rights,  Australia has strict control over our
military assistance or make military Indonesian military by Australia is  the fate of the East Timorese could  military exports to prevent such an
sales 1o repressive regimes. Between  Irian Jaya/West Papua which Indo-  have been different. The moral high ~ occurrence, of 50 we are told. Heart-
197879 and 1985-86, Australia mesia took over in 1963 from the ground taken by Australia and Cning news for the familics of the
gave $A74.3 million military aid to  indigenous Melanesian people. Aus-  others over the Iraqi invasion of East Timorese who have
Indonesia, the major items being tralian military sales to Indonesia  Kuwait looks totally inconsistent.

training and study visits in Austra- have also included clectronic target Meanwhile, AIDEX 91 will go SL}SAN \VA.RFHAM
lia, supply of Nomad aircraft and ranges. ahead next week to promote further Medical Association for
maintenance capability Attack-class Australia’s protestation now is  Australian military sales to Prevention of War
patrol boats and survey and map- welcome, but 16 years too Jate. Had  South-East Asia and elsewhere. But . Spence

The Canberra Times, 24 November 1991

Australia should end all
military aid to Indonesia

from N. Maclellan

The Australian Government's call
for an inquiry into the East Timor
massacre does not go far enough.
A more tangible sign of opposition
to human rights abuses by the Su-
harto regime would be an end to
Australian military aid to
Indonesia.

In 1988, Jakarta suspended mili-
tary cooperation programs with
Australia after a dipiomatic brawl
after a newspaper article on the
wealth of President Suharto and
his relatives. But since that time,
the Indonesian and Australian
armed forces have been involved
in negotiations to re-establish
these military links. There has
been a series of visits to Jakarta by
Australian Defence Force chief

General Peter Gration and other
defence officlals, and return visits
by the head of Indonesia’s Armed
Forces, General Try Sutrisno.

This renewed military coopera-
tion is now coming to fruition. Two
Indonesian patrol boats visited
Darwin in July after joint exer-
cises with the Royal Australian
Navy in the Arafura Sea. Austrade
is encouraging Australian compa-
nies to enter joint ventures in mili-
tary production with Indosesian
corporations. Some 50 lndonesian
officers are scheduled to attend
Australian defence colleges over
the next year for training. Defence
officials are reportedly discussing
transit rights through Indonesia
for RAAF aircraft en route to
Maiaysia.

It is ironic that, this week, Can-
berra reverberates with cries of
concern for human rights at the
same time as it prepares to host
the major arms exhibition AIDEX.

As with other nations in the re-
gion, the East Timorese people are
still campaigning for the right to
determine their own future, and
Australians should work in support
of their call for direct talks with
Indonesia.

1f Australians are sincere about
building links with neighboring
countries, it should be through cul-
tural tours, development aid and
economic ties, not by cioser rela-
tions between the armed forces.
Nic Maclellan,
Northcote.

Focus outrage on Suharto,
not the Indonesian people

from R. Muntz, South-East Asia
project officer, Continunity Ald
Abroad

It is only right that Australians are
outraged about the massacre in
East Timor last week. But it is cru-
cial that we do not hold ordinary
Indonesian people responsible for
such atrocities. They, like the East
Timorese, are the victims of the
brutal Suharto dictatorship.

Indonesia is controlied by a mii-
itary dictatorship which came to
power after killing as many as one
million people in Bali, Java and
Lombok — a fact that not even the
superficial veneer of a civilian
government in recent years can
deny.

The Subarto Government has

rigorously suppressed the truth
ubout ho ovents in Eust Thnor
over the past 18 years, denying
even Indonesians their right to
factual information. It systemati-
cally crushes all dissent by peas-
ants and urban poor who are
deprived of their land and liveli-
hood in the name of government-
sponsored development. The
people of Bali, Lombok, Sumatra,
Irian Jaya and Java, like the East
Timorese, suffer at the hands of
this callous dictatorship.

Last week before leaving Indo-
nesla, I taiked to numerous local
people and asked them to protest

- to their Government about the Dili
massacre. Although shocked and
angry about the massacre, they

said that if they demonstrated, the
militury would vrganise goon
squads to kill them.

Australians must focus their out-
rage at the massacre on the Su-
harto Government and the
military, not the Indonesian
people. We must isolate the dicta-
torship, while maintaining full cul-
tural and people-to-people links
with Indonesia. We must reject the
Australian Government’s policy

which sees relations with the mili--

tary and business figures (often

the same people) as the only im-

portant thing. With this policy, the

Hawke Government has the blood
of East Timor on its hands.

Bob Muntz,

Fitzroy.
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Not just the ‘rebels’
oppose Indonesians

from L. Rasmussen

In June I was fortunate enou;h to
throughout East Timeor,
mkl.ng contact with students, vil-
lagers, transmigrants, and clergy.
What was most striking was that
after 16 years, there still remains
widespread resistance to the Indo-
nesian occupation that extends
well beyond the “rebel forces”.
Agalast all odds, the East Timor-
ese, both in East Timor and Aus-
tralia, have shown remarkable
courage, strength, persistence and
solidarity in their unheard calls
for self determination.

As suggested in ‘The Age’
(25/11), our unde: of East
Timor is severely limited by our
access {0 information. Whea in
East Timor, one quickly realises
that any threat to the status quo
can have profound ramifications.
In June for example, LosPalos, a
small village at the most northern
tip of the island, was still reeling
from the effects of the recent soc-
cer players’ defection.

Curfews, disappearances, victi-
misation and torture of the East
Timorese intensified over a period
of two months, as a result of an
incident that had Little to do with
this particular village. One can
only presume that, as a result of
the recent massacre, life in LosPa-
los, normally unbearable, is now
inhumane.

The “eveats” in Dili are nothing
new for the East Timorese, rather

a fragment in the continuing his-
tory of atrocities that has occurred
since the Indonesians invaded.

Whatever the problems of ac-
quiring information, of media re-
portage and representation, the
time has come to acknowledge the
groundswell of protest by the East
Timorese, and carry through the
necessary pelitical action, regard-
less of the economic repercussions
for Australia.

The solution for the East Timor-
ese is full self-determination, and
we must be instrumental in seeing
it achieved.

Lisa Rasmussen,
Cariton.

November 1991



‘Stench’ in Dili is
that of brutality

from D. Armstrong, chief
executive, Community Aid
road

We agree with Michael O’Connor
of the Australian Defence Associa-
tion that a “very ancient and fish-
tike smeil’’ surrounds the
massacre in East Timor. It is the
stench of a brutal occupation and
the stink of hypocrisy as apologists
for the Indonesian military move
into action.

To set the record straight, Com-
munity Aid Abroad's South-East
Asia project officer, Bob Muntz,
was visiting East Timor on legiti-
mate and regular CAA business.
CAA supports his comments and
actions regarding East Timor com-
pletely. Mr Muntz did not “‘encour-
age the East Timorese to protest”.
Nor were the only people to be
killed Mr Muntz’'s ‘“‘contacts”.
They were ordinary, overwhelm-
ingly young, East Timorese people
who had spent all or most of their
lives under oppressive Indonesian
rule.

Yes, Mr O’Connor, the Portu-
guese are not blameless for the
long-term problems of the East Ti-
morese people. But they are recog-
nised by the United Nations as the
legitimate rulers of the territory
and, unlike the Indonesian Gov-
ernment, they have not ruled the
territory with such brutal force
over the past 16 years.

We agree with Mr O’Connor that
“considerable damage has been
done to the cause of reglonal sta-
billty and democracy’. But we
would add that the Indonesian in-
vasion and subsequent occupation
has done “considerable damage”
— to the level of up to 200,000
deaths -— to the human rights of
the East Timorese people.

It's time the Australian Govern-
ment and supporters of the Indo-
nesian military such as Mr
O'Connor recognised that armed
occupations rarely succeed. It's
time to hold genuine talks between
all concerned parties, including
the UN, on the future of East Ti-
mor. As Churchiil once said, “Jaw-
jaw is better than war-war”,

Davld Armsireng,
Fitzroy.

Contrived rage will
yield no solutions

from M. O’Connor, executive di-
rector, Australia Defence
Association

David Armstrong denies (23/11)
that Bob Muntz encouraged East
Timorese to protest against the In-
donesiun regime. Mr Muntz's own
letter (20/11) says, “I taiked to nu-
merous local people and asked
them to protest to their Govern-
ment . ..” One of us clearly has a
problem with piain English.

It 1s utterly polntiess to quote
the United Nations as recognising
Portuguese legltimacy in East Ti-
mor. That is akin to recognising
Belglan legitimacy in Zaire. The
analogy, so far as it goes, is valid.
Both colonial powers simply
walked out leaving chaos in their
wake. Portugals’ record in East Ti-
mor prior to 1875 was none too
benign, elther.

Far from apologising for the In-
donesians, let me quote what the
Australia Defence Assoclation
says in the forthcoming issue of its
journsl ‘Defender’: “The Indone-
sian mllitary in East Timor have
been guiity of gross vioiations of
human rights as well as mass mur-
der. And unless the Jakarta au-
thorities act promptly and opealy,
they will be gullty by assocla-
tion... Indonesia has made a
mess of the whole business. Thelr
actions in Dill were excessive and
inexcusable. Moreover, their re-
sponse to the patural outrage has
been tentative and confused . . .
Jakarta does have a problem with
an incompetent security program
In East Timor as well as political
confusion and Insensitivity In
Jakarta.”

That sald, there can be no confi-
dence that a just and permanent
solution will develop from cam-
palgns based on contrived rage
and retallatory measures which
damage Australian Interests more
than they do Indonesia’s. There is
a need to recognise the various
shades of grey In a situation which
is all too often portrayed in black
and white.

East Doncaster.

Michael O'Connor.'

‘Wimpish® attitude
brings us shame
from J. Henderson

Michael O'Connor (26/11) made
quite clear the Australia Defence
Association’s position on the ap-
palling massacre in Dili when he
described the expressions of out-
rage emanating from Community
Aid Abroad and from people all
around Australia as “contrived
rage. .. which damage Australia’s
interests more than they do
Indonesia’s”.

What about the interests of the
80 or more East Timorese slain in
the carnage? What about the inter-
ests of the 47 still held in deten-
tion, or the unknown number of
injured afraid to seek medical
help lest they, too, be piaced in
detention to face possible torture
and murder?

Since 1975 the people of East
Timor have been consistentiy sold
out by successive Australian gov-
ernments more concerned with
“Australia’s interests” than with
taking a just stand against “the
gross violation of human rights”
that the Australia Defence Associ-
:2:: readily t:dck:owledga has

perpetra the
sian military. Y Indone-

There is nothing “contrived”
about shame felt by thousands of
Australians at the wimpish atti-
tude of this Government, which is
more concerned with strategic
considerations than with justice
and the human rights of our near-
est neighbors.

Judy Hendersen,
Dynnyrne, Tas.
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Put in United Nations

It is time for the UN to
intervene in East Timor, says
a reader.

16 years of torture
So Jakarta is to probe the Dili mas-
sacre. Are they aiso going to probe
the past 16 years of repression, tor-
e and deaths? Hardly. Nothing
less than an international investiga-
tion and UN intervention will do.
Helen Campbelt,
Vermont.

Don’t be lulled
The Indonesians have moved rap-

Hardly a prizewinner

shame. Gareth Evans deserves the
Nobel Peace Prize as much as my
armpit deserves world heritage

listing.
Kew

False doctrine

are of no concem to anyone as mey
are internal affairs of a sovereign
state.

Schooling,
Rosanna East
Thanks to Kaz

Thanks to Kaz for her do-it-yoursaif
protest cartoon on East Timor
(Tempo, ﬂ/}&mmdoqnla
each of our lickspittie politicians.
David Casv,
Aireys Inlet.

Condoning massacres

Bob Hawke's hypocrigy over hu-
man rights in East Timor is Austra-
lia's hypocrisy. Shame Gareth
Evans, shame Hawke, shame
Australia. it's time you stopped

condoning 1

The Age, November 1991

Have some courage

Bob Hawke and Gareth Evans,
have some courage for a change.
Stop the diplomatic rhetoric and
selling out of East Timor. Indone-
sian military killings must be strong-
ly cond

s
in East Timor; it's time for self-de-
termination in East Timor.

Vicky Tchong,
Kensington.

Rally against arms

In'light of the Timorese massacre is-
Australia still inviting Pacific nations
to Aidex, the Australian weapons
fair? All who oppose Australia arm-
ing countries such as Indonesia
should come to the rally on Satur--
day at the GPO at 11 a.m,

Paul Thompson,

Forest Hill. ,

Grovelling Gareth

ughtering :
Darwin, | do hope Gareth is still on
our team to go and grovel before
the generais. He is 50 good at diplo-

matic incidents.
Paul Drakeford,

Kew.
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Maria Bohan,
Kallista.

Abandon recognition

Any Australian with a conscience
will feel an awful shame today be-
cause of our nation’s recognition of
Indonesia’s takeover of Timor. in
the wake of Tuesday's massacre
we should reverse that acceptance.
Peggy Mackian,

Sandringham.

Fresh bloodstains

it foreign ministers and formulators
of foreign policy for Australian gov-
ernments since 1975 check their
hands today, they will surely find
fresh Timorase blood. May God for-
give us all for our inaction.
Tony Selt,
Wheelers Hill.

Brutal subjugation
Mr Hawke urges the Indonesian
Government to conduct a thorough
investigation. Whom is he kidding?
The Difi massacre is only a practi-
cal, and for once public, manifesta-
tion of a deliberate Indonesian
policy of brutal subjugation of the
East Timorese, and it starts right at
the top.
Chris Armstrong,
Croydon.

' Slap on the wrist

PM Deplores Killings, says ‘The
Age’' headline (14/11). in weil-
known diplomatic language, to *‘de-
plore™ is equivalent to a slap on the
wrist. The Australian Government
must *‘condemn’ not “deplore’’ the
massacre.

Tom Spencer,

Ferntree Gully.

Stopping bullies

Appeasement doesn't stop bullies,
it encourages them. It didn’t stop
Hitler and now it isn't stopping
Indonesia. .
Jonathan Meiland,



Toughen up on Dili

By JOHN KIELY

. More readers are demanding

: that Australia take stronger
action over the Dili massacre.

RIME MINISTER Hawke's
P response to the latest

massacre in East Timor
does not go nearly far enough,

. writes former Labor MHR Tom
Uren, of Balmain, on behalf of a
group of prominent Australians.
“Sixteen years after Indonesia’s
invasion, it is abundantiy clear
that incorporation simply is not
Sccepted by the East Timorese,”
they write.

- "Australia should lead the
international community in
making it clear to Jakarta that
only the East Timorese can
determine whether they wish to
be Indonesia’s 27th province. The
US Senate reportedly soon will

" debate a resolution calling for an

act of self-determination in East

Timor. A UN-supervised

plebiscite, free from all forms of

coerclon, is the only way to
determine East Timor’s future
status. Far from undermining

Australia’s relationship with

Indonesia, such a policy will

ensure its long-term health.”

People joining Mr Uren in the

" letter include Peter Baume, Thea

Astley, Fred Hollows, Peter

Heollingwerth, Louise Adler,

Peter Garrett, Ted Mack, Faith

Bandler, Den Dunstan, Phillip

Adams, Janine Haines, Max

Gillies, John Wheeldes, Sol

Encel, John Ah Kit and Beb

Brewn.

HE Dili killings are another
example of a well-
chronicied history of

human rights violations in East
Timor since the Indonesian
Invasion of 1975, says John
Gibeen of Parkville, a member of
the Victorian Foundation for the
Survivors of Torture. “Our work
shows that the use of such
violence and torture is about
achieving and maintaining
political and soclal control. We
have heard the stories of what It is
Iike to be ‘questioned’ by the

Indonesian military; we have seen East

the scars on the bodies and the
fear in the eyes and heard the
despair in the volces of East
Timorese people wbo have
survived.” Australia, he says,
should advocate UN-sponsored
dialogue between the East
Timorese and the Indonesian
Government, without
preconditions.

THE DISINGENOUSNESS of
Mr Hawke in exhorting the
Indonesian Government to
hold a "“dinkum” inquiry into the
- massacre becomes transparent in

the light of statements made by
Indonesla’s military and by
Foreign Minister Alatas, writes
Joha M. Reid, an East St Kilda
psychologist.

“Having stated their versions of
the facts — however discrepant
from each other and the truth
those versions may be — the
Indonesians obviously are not
going to publish the findings of a
genuine inquiry and come up with
some mea culpa, or even say,
‘Oops, sorry, we got it wrong.’ The
first efflux from the Timor Gap
gllnelds will be of Timorese

lood.”

HE PRIME MINISTER’S
statement calling for a
conference at which

Fretilin would be represented
shows that perhaps at long last the
Hawke Government realises how
Australian people feel, says
Evelyn Rethfield of Fairfield.

“Is Australia at last going to
realise that the policy applied in
Cambodia and Kuwait must also
be applled in East Timor and
West Irian?”

HE AUSTRALIAN
Government not only
the Indonesian

occupation of East Timor, but
trains the murderers who enforce
the occupation, writes David
Nadel of Ascot Vale. “It is hardly
lUkely that Hawke will respond to
the Dili outrage in the same way
as he responded to similar
outrages by Iraq or China. It is
equally unlikely that BHP and the
other companies who conduct
business in Indonesia will allow
last week’s events to change their
behavior.”

Australian people, he says,
should put a tourist boycott on
Indonesia untit It withdraws from
Timor.

HE massacre, says Blin
Tehen, of Elwood, with a
touch of irony,
demonstrates once again our total
lack of appreciation of the
subtleties of well-guided
democracies. “What is certain Is
that something wiil be done about
the local army commander. A
serious mistake was certainly
made: two foreign journalists
were allowed to walk away, or at
least to be carried away — alive!”

Let’s have action on Dili

By JOHN KIELY

More and more readers are
demanding that Australia take
stronger action over the Dili
massacre.
N SATURDAY 6
December, 1975 Pll.ll

writes: “My dear friend

Kamal is now dead,
murdered by a soldier from an
army and a government out of
control. About 200,000 East
Timorese have met a similar end.
The people want the freedom
taken from them 18 years ago.

““The hypocrisy of the Federal

Government makes me ill. After

DEAN GEOFFREY of Bondi

Queensland, was in Dlli. having
been given a telegram to deliver
to Roger East, an Australlan
correspondent there. The
telegram, says Mr Spottiswood,
was warning East to ieave the
country because of impending
danger.

“1 offered to fly him out, but he
replied: ‘I can't leave these
people. I am the only one
prepared to help them. We have
sent messages around the world
asking observers to come and see
what is happening here. We have
not had one answer.' As [ walked
away, an official ted

ng goodbye to our troops
attempt.lng to liberate Kuwait, our
Prime Minister said, ‘No large
country will invade a smaller one
and get away with it.’ Recently
the whole world imposed
sanctions and arms embargos
against South Africa and Iraq to
force change non-violently. We
must now immediately do the
same against Indonesia.”

HE INDONESIAN
Government, through its
involvement in the

slaughter, has become a burden
for all Indonesians, says Michael
Dabhm of Richmond. “Why have

the kind, gentie people who
thought Aussies were great,
someone who would help them if
ever they needed it. Within a
matter of months we had turned
our backs on them. Where was the
famous Aussie mateship then and
where is it now? What has
happened to the Labor movement
that they could stand by and do
nothing but speak a few cross
words to Indonesia?”

AVE QUR POLITICIANS
lost touch with most of the
Australian public? asks

Steven Benedict of Biairgowrie.
*‘Or has the Australian public lost
interest in what their politicians
do and say? At stake are basic
human rights.

“Our Government should
withdraw recognition of Indonesia
as the legal representative of East
Timor. Any government that
commits acts of violence against
its own people should lose the
right to represent them. When a
military occupying force starts to

me, ‘One thing you would have to
say is that he has got guts.’

“Roger East was murdered by
the Indonesians less than 24 hours
later when they invaded Dili. The
world governmeats, including
those of Australia and America,
hardly commented on the bloody
invasion and have made little
comment since.

‘“Australia demonstrated a
double standard when we seat
troops to protect an absolute
monarchy in Kuwait (little
democracy in sight yet) and
turned our backs on our ncarest
neighbor struggling to implement
democracy after huadreds of
years of colonial rule. Many times
over the years [ have thought of
that Australian hero Roger East.
The Timorese were our friends.
Roger East did have guts. By
contrast our ruling politicians,
over the past 18 years have
demonstrated no guts.”

HE RESPONSE of many

Australlans to Indonesia’s

Inexcusable behavior in
East Timor is appropriate and
encouraging, but misgivings
persist, says Willlam L. James of
Bayswater.

“Would these same Australians
countenance massive
rearmament, without which our
objections can be dismissed as
empty, moralistic bombast?
Many, perhaps most, of those
execrating Indonesia would
condemn liliberal aspects of the
Philippines and South Korean
governments with equal
enthusiasm. But does their moral
outrage and activism extend to
the far worse Vietnamese, North
Korean and Chinese regimes?”

'y

we also been shouldered with this
burden of ignorance, with our
recognition of Indonesia’s
sovereignty? There Is little we as
individuais can do directly about
the behavior of the Indonesian
Government, but we are
responsible for the Government
we elect. Indirectly we are
involved in this kiiling If we do not
petition directly those we elect to
represent us.”

OOK OUT, Jakarta!
exclaims David Carr of
Aireys Inlet. “Here he

comes prancing and dancing. The
periphrastic senator who put F-
1118 over Tasmania is about to
help you show the worid that
nothing much really happ d in

execute i civilians with
impunity in full view of the world
media, democratic nations have a
moral responsibility to ensure
such military force is rendered
ineffective. By failing to act
resolutely, we place our ovn
democracy at risk.

“And when the cohorts of one of
the bloodiest regimes in Ewrope
can stop the sale of a peace song
‘Stop the War in Croatia’ by
threatening terrorist actlvtles
here in Australia, [ ask yos my
fellow citizens, what have you
done about our Government
Inaction?”

NE EPISODE in a 16-year
bloodbath is captured on
film and we all stand

pathetic and ashamed, wntes
Peter Parry of Westbourte Park,
South Australia. “Most nolbly
ashamed should be Garett Evans,
Bob Hawke and John Hewson, and
toppln'g the list a business leader

Timor. Funny, but once again we
are on the same side as oil.

“Now is the time for us to act
with honor and determination, not
to offend Indonesia, though that
may be a consequence, but to
insist on freedom and aationhood
for Timor.”

ARGARET SHANAHAN

of Beechworth was in

East Timor with her
hushand 18 years ago. “As we
were going up a steep mountain
road, the driver stopped his 4WD
and called down the steep side to
the valley below to an old man
living there In a cottage, telling
him that we ®ere Australians. The
man walked alj the way up to
greet us because he had known
our boys in the war. These were

imed that this ‘peripheral
lssue should not Interfere with us
selling these butchers our mititary
wares. Maybe he has a large wine
cellar to support.

“Perhaps we are all scared.
Could this letter mean that one
day I may be on an Indopesian
Army Battalion 77¢ death llst? . . .
in 10 years ... In 20 years? [
certalniy hope not, but the politics
of appeasement make it caly
more likely.

“It was reported that a young
Timorese was disembowelled by
the Indonesian soldiers. Please
excuse the biack humer, byt that's
one thing our leaders xeed never
be afrai of. Humanity and jistice
demand sanctions and te ralsing
of East Timorese self-
determination at the UN"
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EDITORIAL OPINION

Thursday 14 November 1991

Human rights fall
into a Timor gap

USTRALLIA, rightly, has demanded a tull inquiry into
reports of a massacre in East Timor’s capital, Dili.

After previous incidents, the outside world had to

rely mainly on second-hand reports, but this time
at least two Independent observers, American journalists,
were caught in the violence and have told their stories.
Jakarta cannot hope that a verbal smokescreen will
obscure their eye-witness accounts of dozens of people
killed as they paraded to commemorate the death of one of
two young men shot by securlty forces a fortnight ago.

" The minlmum requirement, as the Prime Minister, Mr
Hawke, noted and Jakarta's ambassador to Australia has
apparentiy been bluntly told, is that those responsible be
brought to justice. An internal inquiry by the Indonesian
military wouid iack any credibllity. The Suharto
Government should announce an open and independent
inquiry, ideaily under United Natlons supervision.

i Even if Indonesian clalms of provocation can be
sustained, there could be no justification for such dreadful
retribution. It may be that the incident was an act of
panicky stupidity by a regional force. It wouid be beyond
comprehension if such brutality was sanctioned by peopie
iike the Indonesian Foreign Minister, Mr Alatas, who has
worked hard to win international respect for his country,
particuiarly through its role in the Cambodian peace
process, and to improve relations with Australia. The ugly
fact remains, however, that somebody, in Jakarta or Diii,
must have glven the orders. The effect Is to shatter the
credibility — already shaken by iast month’s cancellation
of a Portuguese parliamentary mission to East Timor — of
Indonesian claims that, apart from the activitles of “smali
activist groups”, all was going well in the territory.

Notwithstanding Mr Hawke’s prompt and firm
reaction, this wefl-documented siaughter of innocent
mourners places Canberra in a difficult position. The
present Government has accepted the Fraser
Government'’s recognition of East Timor’s incorporation
into Indonesia. Mr Hawke went so far in 1985 as to
acknowiedge what he calied Jakarta'’s “sovereign
authority” over the former colony, while referring to the
East Timorese as “Indonesian citizens”. What is now clear
is that even after 16 years of strong-arm control, many East
Timorese do not consider themseives Indonesian. This
week’s tragedy will strengthen the demands, among them
and internationaliy, for an act of self-determination.

Australia Is understandably sensitive to the feeiings of
neighbors such as Indonesia. It is not purely a defence
issue; trade comes into it; economic matters, such as the
Timor Gap mineral reserves; the wish to get on reasonably
weii with the peopie next door. But as someone with
pretensions to world statesmanship recently said, the West
should not be bashful about advocating universai rights. He
criticised the Asian perceptlon that human rights
advocated by countries iike Australia derived from
different histories and cuitures, The speaker was the
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Evans. If Australia
does not take the strongest stand on the killings in Timor,
what credibility can we claim when iaying down the iaw to,
say, South Africa or Iraq? Or do human and democratic
rights only become relevant outside our region?
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East Timor in the

spotlight

IT did not take long for the guif
between accounts of what hap-
pened in East Timor last
Tuesday to widen into a yawn-
ing chasm. Witnesses to the
massacre reported how Indone-
sian security forces began firing
for no apparent reason on
unarmed mourners in a Dili
cemetery and that the whole
bioody operation went “like
clockwork™. The Roman Cath-
olic Bishop of East Timor,
Monsignor Ximenes Belo,
accuses troops at the very least
of not taking precautions to
prevent a tragedy and of beat-
ing some members of the crowd
until they were almost unrecog-
nisable. Indonesian military
authorities tell a different story.
They say soldiers were pro-
voked by several armed extrem-
ists and retaliated only after
orders were misunderstood in
the heat of the moment.
Jakarta has said it will
undertake a full investigation
into the incident and has
promised that the results will be
made public. But Indonesia’s
Foreign Minister, Mr Ali Ala-
tas, has ruled out suggestions
that foreign observers or inves-
tigators should be invited to
participate. Given the fact that
the Indonesian Government
has never undertaken a thor-
ough investigation of human
rights abuses in East Timor in
the 16 years since it sent troops
to capture the territory, a
closed-shop inquiry hardly
inspires confidence. Among
prospective East Timorese wit-
nesses it is likely to instil much
fear. But even if Jakarta sticks
to its word, doesn’t shy away
from apportioning blame for
the loss of innocent lives, and
punishes those responsible, it is
not about to delve.too deeply
into the underlying causes of
the massacre. After all, that
would reveal that East Timor-
ese have never accepted their
forced incorporation into Indo-
nesia and that the former
Portuguese colony is a land
under military occupation.

Until the Indonesian Gov-
ernment faces that fact, the
conflict in East Timor is not
about to go away. Mr Hawke is
right to say that he may cancel a
planned visit to Jakarta next
February uniess Tuesday’s mas-
sacre is properly investigated
and Indonesia expresses “genu-
ine contrition” over the trag-
edy. But his suggestion that the
Indonesian authorities must
now realise the need for a
negotiated settlement with the
people of East Timor strikes at
the very heart of the matter.

Jakarta is smarting from the
international condemnation
now coming its way. And it
certainly will not have taken
much comfort from last week's
moves in the US Congress to
ban military assistance to Indo-
nesia, reconsider Washington's
de facto recognition of the
annexation of East Timor, and
press for a UN-sponsored refer-
endum on the future of the
territory. But Indonesian
authorities will not be bullied
into meaningful compromise
by Congressional resolutions
which are not binding on Mr
Bush and which, if ever acted
on, could seriously threaten
Indonesia’s national cohesion.

Still, it may be possible to
convince Jakarta of the sense of
negotiating a settlement in East
Timor before the next tragedy
occurs. That there will be
another tragedy as things stand
is beyond doubt. Pro-indepen-
dence Fretilin guerillas will
have been encouraged to step
up their insurgency by the
criticism of Indonesia’s security
forces. More importantly,
Tuesday's massacre will have
deepened the anti-Indonesian
feeling among East Timorese.
Without steps towards genuine
autonomy, future clashes are
inevitable. As in the past,
Indonesia will try to keep them
secret and keep East Timor
closed to the world. That will be
much harder now than it was a
week ago.

Sydney Morning Herald, 18 November 1991
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The dangerous liaison that is Indonesia

rights abuses in East Timor in the past

week have unfortunately presented
Australia with a fundamental test of its
new-found determination to be a fully fledged
member of the Asian club.

After the successes of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Co-operation initiative, the peace
plan for Cambodia and more specifically the
developing economic bonds with Indonesia,
the Timor massacre has only served to highlight
that there are still differences of outlook that
can’t be ignored if the relationship with
regional neighbours is to mature.

As the Minister for Foreign AfTairs, Senator
Evans, is fond of saying, a mature relationship
with a country such as Indonesia cannot be
based simply on political platitudes but needs
bailast in the form of a web of ties ranging from
cultural exchanges to joint investment.

It may be tempting for some business
interests — hard-pressed to break into the
competitive Asian markets — to arguc that
strong Australian criticism of the Indonesian
army actions in Timor will only be a
deadweight in the quest for that essential
commercial bailast.

In fact this appeared to be the approach
being adopted by the Business Council of
Australia chairman, Mr Brian Loton, in a
weekend television interview where he
answered a question about the massacre by
describing East Timor as “peripheral” and
criticised an hysterical approach to Indonesia
in Australia.

It was not clear whether Mr Loton
considered the Australian Government reac-
tion to the Timor massacre as falling into the

THE continuing allegations of human

“hysterical™ category but if that was the case he
would not have been serving Australia’s
long-term economic interests in Asia.

There is no doubt that for Australia to
develop economic ties with its regional
neighbours, Australian business people will
have to learn to accept that Asian customs and
approaches to government are different from
what they might be used to at home.

But to allow that recognition of cuitural
differences to obscure the fundamental
breaches of universal human rights that have
been occurring in East Timor would both
undermine Australia’s international credibility
in the field of human rights and expose the
country to even more difficult diplomatic
eruptions in the future.

Australian business interests will not be
served in the long term if Australia gains a
reputation for craven positions abroad which
conflict with supposedly fundamental values at
home.

Long-term business projects also will not be
served by allowing a festering issue such as
Timor to be continually swept under the carpet
in the forlorn hope that the threads will never

wear thin enough to pose a serious threat to~

what might then be an established investment.

Australian politicians have been in con-
tortions over East Timor since both major
parties gained joint culpability by ignoring the
original Indonesian invasion during the 1975
constitutional crisis.

Having provided Indonesia de jure recogni-
tion for the takeover and with an awareness of
the fragile ethnic balance in the diverse
archipelago nation to the north, it would be
extremely difficult for the Federal Government

(o embark on an even bigger contortion and
back secession.

Australians should also not delude them-
selves about how much influence they can exert
on Indonesia because it will be the reaction in
the major sources of foreign aid and investment
such as the US and the European Community
that will really count.

But the very fact that Australia was complicit
in the original Timor takeover — unlike many
members of the United Nations — surely gives
the Federal Government a right and a
responsibility to embark on a serious dialogue
with Indenesia to resolve the issue more
humanely than has been the case in much of the
past 16 vears.

The Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, has rightly
adopted a more critical position by demanding
a major inquiry into the massacre and by
warning that his long-awaited bilateral visit to
Indonesia carly next year has been endangered.
Indonesia has demonstrated an awareness of
the horrified international reaction to the
killing by establishing an inquiry and Mr.
Hawke has time to hold off a decision on the
visit until the credibility of the inquiry is

_established.

But as Australia’s former Ambassador to
Jakarta, Mt Bill Morrison, has pointed out this
week, a visit by Mr Hawke would provide the
highest levet forum for Australia to stress that
basic human rights violations will not be
allowed 1> be swept under the mat of
understanding cultural differences.

Mr Hawke should stress that after 16 years
armed force has not quelled the East Timorese
yearning for independence and there is now a
whole new generation of urban dissidents

drawing as much solace from the Catholic
Church as the Fretilin fighters.

How Indonesia moves to peaceably resolve
the issue is substantially its own internal
business. But it has previously shown a
preparedness to negotiate over limited auto-
nomy for special regions.

As the outrage over the Timor violence
grows, the role of the former colonial power,
Portugal, also deserves some scrutiny. The
Lisbon Government is taking Australia to the
International Court of Justice over Australia’s
agreement with Indonesia over the Timor Gap
oil reserve in a move some observers say will
backfire on the Timorese argument for
independence if Portugal loses the case.

The Portuguese, of course, left the East
Timorese in a wretched state when they
suddenly withdrew from the istand in 1974,
facilitating the Indonesian invasion.

In their most recent effort they cancelled a
major parliamentary mission to Timor
designed to expose the human rights abuses
there ostensibly because of an argument with
Indonesia over the participation by one
journalist. Within weeks the frustration on the
part of the Timorese resulted in last week's
viotent crackdown.

In the longer term the latest diplomatic
eruption over Timor has demonstrated that a
long-term relationship clearly does need
Senator Evans' ballast.

It has also shown the dangers of trying to
-elevate Australia’s relationship with Indonesia
to become something special or unusual when
what is really needed is a hard-headed
approach to finding common interests and
discussing potential areas of conflict.

THE WEEKEND AUSTRALIAN
S e o ]

United stand
needed on
Timor horror

THE firm line of the Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, in his
reaction to the massacre in East Timor is required both by
Australian public opinion and by our national interests. It is
also necessary in terms of the evolution of Australian-
Indonesian relations on a realistic basis. “Repugnant” is
not a word of diplomacy — but in this case Mr Hawke cannot
be faulted in its use to describe the reported remarks of the
Indonesian military chief, General Try Sutrisno. In calling
those killed in the Dili massacre “delinquents” and
“agitators” who “have to be shot”, General Sutrisno has
‘given the strongest indication yet that Indonesia has not
fully realised the international reaction to the mass killings
on the troubled island.

There is now serious doubt as to whether Mr Hawke will
pursue the signing of a joint declaration of principles during
his planned visit to Indonesia next year. The Department of
Foreign Affairs has been keen for this agreement between
our countries to be signed but the Prime Minister is coming
under increasing pressure from the Department of the
Prime Minister and Cabinet to avoid the issue should his
visit go ahead. Public opinion along with ALP sentiment
makes it virtually impossible for Mr Hawke to endorse such
an agreement. Nor should Australia until Indonesia begins

to reform its outlook towards East Timor.

The fact is that the immediate course of bilateral
relations between Indonesia and Australia must depend on
the outcome of the Indonesian Government’s investigation
into the events in Dili — both the massacre at the Santa Cruz
cemetery and the later reported machine-gunning of 80
witnesses to those killings. :

The flavour of the commission of inquiry announced by
the President, General Suharto, has caused some foreign
observers to speculate that the Indonesians may attempt to
whitewash the incidents. However, General Suharto and his
colleagues must be aware of the strong international
interest in the inguiry, including from the United States.
The Indonesian Government must ensure the investigation
is fair and complete and that justice is done and seen to be
done. This is a daunting challenge given Indonesia’s
internal power structure and the outlook of its military.

Indonesia needs to demonstrate to the international
community that it has the maturity, judgment and internal
strength to investigate and punish those responsible for the
events in East Timor. This is no longer an isolated matter
on a remote island The events have assumed a powerful
symbolism. The issues involve Indonesia’s policy in East
Timor and, in a wider sense, Indonesia’s ability to evolve
towards more representative governing institutions.

Mr Hawke has acted correctly in not abandoning his
planned visit to Indonesia next year. But it is obvious that
whether that visit occurs depends upon the manner in which
Indonesia responds to the East Timor situation. Meanwhile,
within Australia the signs grow that church, political and

community leaders are responding to the plight of the
people of East Timor in a way that will inevitably affect the
future bilateral relationship. By putting the joint

declaration of principles on the backburner, Canberra is
merely recognising how seriously the Australian public has
reacted to the events in Dili The way in which Jakarta
handles and reacts to the report of its commission of inquiry
will be closely watched by Australia. Mr Hawke should
have total support from all sides of politics in continuing to
demand that Indonesia recognise the enormity of the events
in East Timor and that the Indonesian Government answer
to the international community.



Tragedy for
Timor — and
for Indonesia

THE massacre at the Santa Cruz cemetery in Dili, East
Timor’s capital, is a tragedy which can neither be justified
nor pushed aside. It is a crime against humanity; it
deserves the most forthright international condemnation.
Although the full facts of the incident are yet to emerge
definitively, there is no justification for the degree of lethal
force that was used by the Indonesian armed forces. Some
Indonesian authorities have claimed various degrees of
provocation by members of the crowd in Dili and
establishing the facts of the matter will be critical in
working out just what is to be done — by Indonesia and by
the international community — in response to the massacre.
But the Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, was correct to say that
whatever provocation might have occurred, the reaction of
the Indonesian military was tragically excessive.

The massacre continues East Timor’s unhappy history.
The people suffered a long period of unwelcome colonial
control under the Portuguese (a period characterised by
neglect and lack of development) only to find themselves
plunged Into civil war on Portugal’'s abrupt withdrawal in
1974, Their land was invaded by Indonesia in 1975. And this

tragic island has seen massacres before. During World War
1 it was occupied by the Japanese and tens of thousands of
the population were killed. During the Indonesian invasion,
and the subsequent years of intermittent guerilla warfare,
it is estimated that more than 100,000 East Timorese have
died needlessly.

This massacre indicates that Indonesia’s policies
towards East Timor are not working. It has not won the
acceptance of the Timorese people. There is an urgent
necessity for Indonesia to reassess its approach.

In a wider sense, however, the whole Indonesian nation
is a victim of this massacre. Throughout the past decade
Indonesia has established itself as a stable country of
immense potential It achieved rates of economic growth
almost comparable with those of the Asian “tigers”. After
the turbulent Sukarno years, which reached their bloody
climax in the mid-1060s, President Suharto’s regime had
presided over steady growth and relative social stability.

Indonesia, by far the most populous country in South
East Asia, became the natural leader of the Association of
South-East Asian Nations. Its regional diplomacy was
shrewd and effective. It played an important role in the
formation of the Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation
group. It was indispensable in shepherding through the
Cambodian peace settlement. Until the tragedy in Dili, its
Foreign Minister, Mr Ali Alatas, was a credible candidate to
become secretary-general of the UN and achieve for
Indonesia unprecedented recognition.

At the most obvious level, the massacre will damage
gravely Indonesia’s international standing. This, in turn,
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could have direct effects on foreign aid and investment,
both of which are important to the economy.

But the massacre has deeper, more troubling dimensions
for Indonesian society. Regimes sustained by military force
are as much an anachronism today as those that owed their
inspiration to Marxism-Leninism. The challenge for the
elite who run Indonesia, that mixture of senior military
figures, businessmen and intellectuals, is to guide the
political evolution of Indonesia in a more democratic and
liberal direction, to develop political and social institutions
which allow their nation to be run in a more tative
and effective fashion. The massacre in Dili symbolises the
scale of this challenge and the extent of failure.

Room for far
more freedom

The Indonesian Government, because it has overseen
economic development, has achieved broad legitimacy with
its population. But there is room for far more freedom as
Indonesia matures and its population becomes more
affluent and more literate. Indonesia’s official ideology of
Pancasila embraces elements of tolerance and democracy,
though this ideology has been used mainly to promote social
stability and national unity and, on occasions, it has been
abandoned in favour of control through military force. The
Government has neutralised much of the potential for a
Muslim fundamentalist movement to gain support
Although there has been financial corruption in official
Indonesian circles, it has not been sufficient to halt

development. None the less in East Timor, in northern
Surnatra and in Irian Jaya the Government’s policies have
been inadequate and, in large measure, have failed

The consequences of the Dili massacre for relations
between Australia and Indonesia are not necessarily
disastrous. The relationship has been soured by East Timor
since 1975. Our capacity to influence directly what happens
in East Timor is limited. a reality which those advocating a
more radical response have rarely been prepared to
concede. Mr Hawke has condemned the massacre and
called for genuine contrition on the part of the Indonesian
Government, a credible inquiry to establish what happened
and judicial punishment for those found responsible.
Indonesia should realise that its relations, not just with
Australia but with more powerful nations, will be affected
by the way it addresses its tragedy.

Mr Hawke was acknowledging reality when he called,
effectively, for a new approach by Indonesia towards East
Timor. Any Australian government will recognise,
correctly, that it 1s in our interests to have a mature and

. sensible relationship with Indonesia. Claims that the

relationship since 1975 has been based upon Australian
appeasement misread the public record and distort official
intent, since appeasement is no basis for any policy.

The heavy moralism that Mr Hawke has shown in
various ways, notably towards South Africa, also puts him
under an obligation in this instance. Australia cannot stay
silent in the face of such events. The challenge is now
before Indonesia to show the massacre was a shocking
aberration, not an act of chosen policy, and to institute the
reforms that will make a recurrence of such events as
unlikely as possible.
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Hypocrisy on
Dili slaughter

HYPOCRITICAL is a word that comes to mind
when assessing Australia's official response to
the massacre in Dili, East Timor, nearly a
fortnight ago. A spineless Government has left it
to trade unions, angry writers and protesters to
project the Australian community’s outrage.

It has lost its voice, It has been found wanting
because its foreign policy Is a sham when it
comes to Indonesia’s occupation of one of our
closest northern neighbors.

The best the Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, can
come up with is a restrained condemnation. As
for our Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator
Evans, he seems to have gone missing, perhaps
in pursuit of the Nobel peace prize dangling
before him like a carrot for his good work in
Cambodia.

Senator Evans might need some lessons in
both history and geography before he qualifies
for those laurels of high order.

The Timorese are a people crushed by the
boots of the Indonesian military, yet we choose
not to feel their pain. Theirs is a nation occupied
by a mightier force, yet we do not hear their plea
for freedom. They are brutalised, yet we close
our eyes to atrocities committed by an Indone-
sian regime that flouts the human rights tradi-
tion we claim to hold dear.

Since 1975, when Indonesia invaded East
Timor, killing many Timorese, not to mention
five Australian journalists, Australia’s reaction
has been notable only for its curious timidity.

There is evidence to suggest many massacres
have happened since. Indeed, informed obser-
vers such as Shirley Shackleton, whose husband
was one of the Australian journalists killed in
East Timor, believes the process is a form of
genocide. At the very least, Indonesia has dealt
cruelly with resistance to its illegal occupation.

Timorese have fought and died in the name of
freedom. Indonesian commanders have had
their troops gun them down in cold blood. Some
apparently have been tortured.

Australia, however, has been silent.

Heroes in the Gulf

This is the country that sends its boys off to
fight in the Gulf. This is the country that jolned
its allies in Vietnam, in Korea and, before that,
in world wars that began on the other side of the
world. We are heroes in faraway places. Sadly,
our leaders will not speak so loudly against the
actions of the big military nation that is our
close northern neighbor.

The United Nations does not accept Indone-
sian sovereignty over Timor yet Australia —
struggling to demonstrate its leadership in the
region — has not raised its voice in condemna-
tion through the UN.

t backdrop, the posturing on the

-world stage of our much-travelled Foreign
Minister appears ritical, to say the least.
Senator Evans stands alongside Nelson Mande-
1la with raised fist, saluting courage of blacks
to get out from under white suprema-

cy. Yet he lends no support to the Timorese,
qA%s_lplte cries of hurt as great as any in South

ca.
Of course, credit must be given for his leading
role in the Cambodian peace plan. If he can help
_ stop the relentless slaughter there, then he has
done well, However, even with this success, there
is still a good measure of hypocrisy with the
peace process in Cambodia,
It was evident last week in the return to
gehnom Penh of one of Pol Pot's chief aides, Son
n.

He was an architect of the “killing fields” in
which a million Cambodians were murdered by
the fanatical Khmer Rouge. Giving him a role in
the healing process ls, many would suggest, a
little like putting Hitler in charge of refugee
camps.

But at least there Is diplomatic progress in
Cambodia, none in East Timor.

The only good news was the announcement
esterday that a parllamentary committee will
o0ld a public hearing on the latest East Timor

shootings. Senator Evans, on the other hand,
remains mute. As a Liberal MP pointed out, it is
ironic that Australia is prosecuting a former
Nazi accused of killing several hundred Jews
while at the same time jointly prospecting with
Indonesia for oil around the island upon which
the Indonesian army has been involved in the
mass extermination of Timorese.

If we expect any respect as a leader in our own
region, we must stand up and be counted on
East Timor.
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Timor, morality
and human rights

In its actions on East Timor over the past two weeks, the
Hawhs government has demonstrated just how hollow is its
commitment to human rights, proclaimed so loudly carlier this
.year when Gearge Bush was looking for allies against Saddam
»me.@hmdlmybewmelwhim
-in November when Australian busi interests arc stacked up
against Timorese lives.

Yu' compared to President Suharto’s regime, the Iraqgi dicta-
torship looks almost saintly, Suharto puts cven Pol Pot in the
shade as ane of the 20th century's bloodiest dictators. Apart
from the.500.000 poople massacred. in the 1965 coup that
[rought him to powez, Suharto's troops arc involved in ongoing
slaughter in West Papus and Aceh as well as Bast Timor. This
leaves aside the death squads operating around Jakarta and
ather Indmwun cities, and the regime's numerous judicial
executions of political opponents. Since 1975, Indonesian
forces have slaughtered a larger proportion of the East

Timorese population than cven Pol Pot could manage against

the people of Cambodia.

'lhg Hawke position was put most bluntly by Department of
Foreign Affairs sccretary Richard Woolcott on November 19,
:then he: told ABC television that Australia’s relationship with
Indonesia was too imp 10 permit an “exclusively moral-
istic view"” of human rights, The Australian government calls
mee:kly for a “credible” inquiry into the massacre rather than
ane indep ‘. of the Ind ian regime. It rejects any United
Nauops role in cither investigating the killings or initiating a
mgouM scitlement in East Timor, and recognises Indonesian
sovereignty, based on invasion, over East Timor.

The Australian government refuses even to cut or suspend,
lct alone end, aid and cooperation with the murd Indone-
sian military. At the at least 50 Indonesian military
officers are being trained in Australia, 22 of them at the Land
Wuf'nre Centre in Quecnsland, where they are lcerning what is
described as “low-level tactics”.

While mtcnuumnl reaction was generally negalive regarding
the composition of President Suharto's ission of inquiry,
the Hawke gov found it D

There is no mystery as to the forces driving this sordid
collaboration of the Hawke government with the butchers of
the Sul'u_rwrcpmc. Industry minister John Button is preparing
for a visit to Indonesia in December to study investment pros-
pocts. B.ob Hawke will also go there carly next year. In 1990,
Australian exports to Indonesia — led by wheat, alumina,
cotton and petroleum — were worth $1.2 billion, and Indone-
sian exports 10 Australia topped $480 million. Australian busi-
ncss has $864 million invested in Indonesia.

.hwnlq)audinApillhnAusnlildemimesinm v

discussing cooperation in designing and building military air-
craft. Scmeof the biggest Australian mining eanpnniu“—rymn’.
€A and Renison Goldfields — have set up offices in Jakarta,
BHP has two major coal operations in Kalimantan province,
with combined reserves of 225 million metric tons. Australian
food giant Gopd.mln Fielder Wattic is building a multimillion
dnlllrmn‘xlnnclndcot*imoilphmhllhminljoim
with the Indonesian congl Sinar Mas.

Pul'n!x the most complete symbol of the Australian govern-
ment's mu:mnaul policy is the notorious Timor Gap Treaty
of !989. signed by Nobel peace prize candidate Gareth Evans,
which carved up the cil fields of the Timor Sea by denying the
people of East Timar the right 10 self-determination.

Green Left, 27 November 1991
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The clouds darken
over East Timor

ETAILS of the East Timor shootings could not, it
D would have been thought, become more

horrendous. Further independent accounts by

foreign witnesses indicate a considerably higher
death toll, in more brutal circumstances, than Indonesian
authorities admit to. In particular, Jakarta’s efforts to
contain damage have been shattered by the armed forces
commander, General Try Sutrisno.

General Try has undermined the credibility of official
expressions of regret and the claims that there was
provocation on the part of East Timorese marchers. On the
day he promised a full investigation, the commander told
another audience that the armed forces were “‘determined
to wipe out whoever disturbs stability”. More moderate
Indonesian dlplomats and officials may well have
shuddered, but foreign observers are entitled to ask
whether such hard-line words reflect official thinking.
General Try's audience were graduates of the National
Security Institute in a country where the armed forces,
‘ABRI, play a very active role in national life.

Nor were Indonesia’s long-term interests served by
officlals’ initial claims, after a round-up of protesters in
Jakarta, that no one had been arrested. Detentions were
admitted only after it was realised that, again, there were
witnesses. Such denlals are worrying to all looking for a fuli
Inquiry on Timor. There is no reason to doubt the personal
propriety of the seven-member investigation team, but
given the past miiitary links of the presiding judge and
several of his group, the Suharto Government would have
been better advised to appoint a8 more demonstrably
independent body, and to accept foreign observers.

It Is obvious, as the Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, has
made clear, that his proposed trip to Indonesia cannot
proceed unless the inquiry is credible and suitable
punishment is meted out to those found responsible. Anti-
Australlan demonstrations in Jakarta unfortunately show
that international protests are striking the wrong chords.
Australla may be the closest nelghbor with a strong human
rights tradition; our Timorese communlty may be in the
vanguard of protest. Reactlon by larger powers — witness
the anger of the European Parliament or the United States
Senate foreign relations committee — threatens to hurt
Jakarta far more. This is not a regional squabble. The
Indonesian military is tlouting worid opinion.
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Timor vote puts
Evans on the line

; ERDAY'S resolution on East Timor by the
federal caucus suggests that Canberra is getting

the message about the depth of the Australian

people’s shock at the Santa Cruz massacre and
their instinctive feeling that it is time the Government
stood up to Jakarta on human rights. The resolution was
given added weight because Mr Hawke and Senator Evans
voted for it, although one interpretation is that they did so
to head off something even stronger. Interpretations aside,
the signal sent to Jakarta must be forthright and

- unambiguous: Australia values good relations but it will not

stand silent or inactive in the face of outrages of the kind

' perpetrated on 12 November, made worse by statements

from the military that they wouid, in effect, do it all again.

. The resolution echoes the Government'’s initial reaction to

the shootings: condemnation of the killings; “repugnance”
at General Try Sutrisno’s reported matter-of-fact reaction;

- the need for a free and thorough inquiry.

Exactly what effect the caucus resoiution will have
on Government policy is impossible to say. It calls on the

" Government to “explore all constructive avenues for

meeting the longer-term needs and aspirations of the
East Timorese peopie”. Does this mean support for
self-determination? If it does, it requires a dramatic
reversal of policy. In August 1985, Mr Hawke recognised

" Indonesian sovereignty over the province it had invaded

10 years previously, at the end of 400 years of Portuguese
rule. Jakarta formally annexed East Timor in 1976. The
Prime Minister went further than previous administrations
in Canberra that had recognised the fact of East Timor’s

" incorporation, None agreed with the method of annexation,’
_or harsh actions that followed, but recognition was seen as

a way ahead in the often vexed reiationship with Jakarta.
As this newspaper put it at the time, Mr Hawke had
“merely accepted publicly the reaiity of one of Australla’s
most important bilateral reiationships”.

Two of the sponsors of yesterday's resolution claim It
at least represents a fundamental shift, but Senator Evans
disputes this. He will be in no doubt, however, that his
every word and gesture on his forthcoming very difficuit
mission to Jakarta will be tested against the strong tone of

. the resolution and the manifest expectation in the

community that he should not pussyfoot around. It is right
to keep the diplomatic channeis open and working, but
Jakarta must get no sense of compiacency from Australia.
Senator Evans has a duty to Insist on an Independent
investigation witnessed by foreign officlals and medla.
There should be a clear understanding that Mr Hawke's
Indonesian visit In February will not go ahead if the lnquiry
does not meet International expectations. The Subarto

- Government must be made aware, if it is not already, that
. the horror of DIl cannot be swept away, and that Australia

wili show a lead in international forums if attempts are
made to do so. History is a harsh judge of appeasement.
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Reason and honor
and General Try

' THE Canadian Government has suspended approval

for $35 million of development projects in

Indonesia in protest at the East Timor killings.

Unlike the Hawke Government, Mr Brian
Mulroney’s Cabinet has decided that mere words are not an
adequate moral response to such a slaughter. The Prime
Minister, Mr Hawke, should take note. So, too, should
Mr Gough Whitlam. Canada’s action may help to impress
on Jakarta that its inquiry into the massacre will have no
international credibility unless it identifies those
responsible, who must then be properly punished. Judging
by the latest extraordinary statements by the armed forces
chiet, General Try Sutrisno, and other senlor officers, this
message is not getting through. Indeed, General Try seems
to beileve that the purpose of the inquiry is to lay the blame
for the tragedy on troublemakers whom the armed forces
will then “wipe out and uproot”.

Mr Whitlam argued earlier this week that things might
have turned out differently if the Prime Minister had
established a close personal relationship with President
Suharto, as Mr Whitlam once did (at great cost to the °
luckless people of East Timor). Frankly, we do not believe
for a minute that friendly calls from the Lodge to the
Presidential Palace in Jakarta would have prevented the
Dill killings, or even led to a more appropriate reaction
from the Jakarta Government. Mr Whitlam describes
President Suharto as “a reasonable and an honorable
man”. He may be right, but there has been little honor or
reason in the recent words of Indonesian military leaders.

The Governor-General, Mr Hayden, himself a former
foreign minister, suggested yesterday that Australia should
be careful not to push its indignation so far that it became
counter-productive, hardening attitudes in Jakarta and
endangering an important relationship. This is sensible
advice, up to a point. That point was reached outside a
cemetery In Dili last month. A friendship that is conditional
on one party’s remaining discreetly ambivalent when the
other party does an Infamous thing is no friendshlip at all.
Quite apart from anything else, it makes this country’s
protests at human rights abuses elsewhere look

- hypocritically selective.

The Industry Minister, Mr Button, visits Jakarta this
week. He should make it clear that General Try’s remarks
must be repudiated. He should also urge the Suharto
Government to rethink its whole attitude towards East
Timor. After all these years of blood and pain, the
Timorese urge for self-determination is clearly as strong as
ever.
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Evans and the
victims of Dili

HE victims of the Santa Cruz massacre will loom
: over today’s visit to Jakarta by Senator Gareth

Evans, despite frantic efforts by Indonesian

authorities to make them disappear. Whether the
Foreign Minister will have the political and moral courage
to take an effective stand agalnst the Indonesian behavior
in East Timor remains doubtful. Certainly there are no
-grounds for optimism in the history of Australian
appeasement since the Indoneslan invasion 16 years ago, or
in the Hawke Government's response to iast month’s bloody
‘massacre in the Dili cemetery. But there are reasons for
‘hoping that Senator Evans might be tempted belatedly to
demonstrate to Indonesian authorities that Australia’s
professed concern for human rights is serious and
‘consistent. We trust that he wiil do so.
; Senator Evans’ visit coincldes with the apparent
-whitewash of the Dill killings by Indonesla’s Justice
Jaelani, who, not surprisingly, is sald to have supported the
Indonesian military’s claim that no more than 19 people
,were kiiled and 91 Injured in the massacre, These figures
-are utterly inconsistent with the estimates of the Australian
‘Government, Amnesty International and the Governor of
East Timor, Mr Mario Carrascalao, all of whom put the
.death toli at between 60 and 100. The actual numbers are
.irrelevant, but the transparent attempt to minimise the
:massacre is deeply disturbing. Justice Jaelani’s reported
‘finding is consistent with the defiant attitude of the
-Indonesian military that its troops deserve promotion for
:mowing down unarmed civilians.

In a timely and potentlally important policy shift, .
.Senator Evans has toid the Jakarta weekly ‘Editor’ that
"Australia now wants an independent Unlted Nations
\investigation into the 12 November massacre. He also
.declared Australia’s concern about other Indonesian
‘human rights violations, including torture. Earlier, Senator
:Evans had pledged to-review Australia’s relationship with
-Indonesla if its inquiry proved unsatisfactory. If he has said
-what he meant, and meant what he said, he would seem
.positioned to abandon his ludicrous view that the massacre
.resuited from “aberrant behavior” by a group within the
:Indonesian military. He ought, therefore, to insist on a
: disinterested UN investigation of the massacre and on a
;UN—supervised act of self-deternnation for the East
«Timorese people. For Senator Evans to demand less in the
‘hope of appeasing a large and unpredictable neighbor
‘would be to retreat from Australia’s highest moral
:standards and to condemn the East Timorese to more of
:the same from Indonesla. He has to do better — for the
: International honor of this country, and for the people of
- East Timor,




Jakarta’s Reaction
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Killings were not
ordered: Alatas

By TOM ORMONDE,
Seoul, Thursday

The Indonesian Foreign Minister,
Mr Ali Alatas, tonight broke his
silence over Tuesday’s massacre
in East Timor, saying the Govern-
ment in Jakarta neither condoned
nor ordered the killings.

Mr Alatas, speaking to journal-
ists at an international conference
in South Korea, declared that he
very much regretted the killings,
promised an Inquiry into their cir-
cumstances, and said that “whoev-
er was at fault will be pursued in
accordance with the law”.

Unofficlal reports suggest that
more than 50 people were killed.
Mr Alatas challenged the reports,
saying his “best estimate” was that
about 20 were killed and 60 or 70
injured.

Indonesian authorities in Dili
confirmed that a New Zealander,
Mr Kamal Bamadhaj, was among
the dead. i

In Canberra, the Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Hawke, urged the Indone-
sian Government to negotiate with
the East Timorese people, includ-
ing the resistance forces, to try to
end the conflict in the territory.

He said Australia should be
steadfast in Its unequivocal con-
demnation of the killings and say
to Indonesia “for God’s sake, let’s

now look to the future. Please
come to an understanding that you
haven’t got the hearts and minds
of the East Timorese”.

Mr Alatas said the killings were
“not something that the Govern-
ment ordered”. “What is there in it
for us to do so? There is no reason
to depict what happened as some-
thing the Government was condon-
ing or perpetrating.”

Mr Alatas sought to dispel any
impression that the incident was
unprovoked. “Give us a break. The
picture is not of very peaceful, gos-
pel-singing people suddenly being
shot at. Come on.”

Mr Alatas said that from what
he had been told, the problems
began when the people leaving the
church to go to the nearby ceme-
tery were joined by others.

“The crowd became very wild
and unruly, presumably because,
apart from regular churchgoers,
they were joined by younger
people whom we believe to have
their own views about (the East
Timor issue).

“The security officers, led by

the deputy commander of the lo-
cal battalion . . . tried to tell them:
‘Look, you can demonstrate, but
please don’t be so wild ...
“These persuaslve efforts were
met by even greater violence, un-

fortunately, and it was then that he
was stabbed ...

“The procession went on until
the cemetery. It went on being
very wild. And so the security unit
that had first tried to stop them
was joined by other security units.

“Then it became a very wild
melee. They started to fire, they
started to attack. Several (offi-
cers) were wounded and, unfortu-
nately in such circumstances, the
security forces had to take this ac-
tion which we very much regret.”

Reuter reports from Dili that

‘the regtonal military chief, Major-

General Sintong Panjaitan, told
journalists that the shooting result-
ed from a misunderstanding.

“Soldiers thought they heard the
order ‘fire’ when the order was
‘don’t fire’,” he said.

- In the first official announce-
ment of casualties, Major-General
Panjaitan -said the 19 confirmed
dead were all men aged between
about 20 and 25. He said 91 people,
including two soldiers, were hurt.
The New Zealander, Mr Bamad-
haj, was among them. He had been
working In East Tlmor as a trans-
lator. — with Reuter
PAGE 10: PM urges Indonesia to
talk.

PAGE 13: Mark Baker, Glenda Kor-
porasal comment.

The Age, 15 November 1991
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EAST TIMOR

P wants
Timor probe

Jajarta, Saturday

NDONESIA must re-evaluate its
rule in East Timor after the army
opened fire on mourners there
this week, a prominent parlia-

mentarian said today.

" “There needs to be an evaluation of
the whole policy of our approach in
East Timor,” said Marzuki Darusman,
8 member of the ruling Golkar party
and one of the country’s few out-
spoken members of parliameat.

East Timor’s Bishop Ximenes Car-
los Belo said he had reports that up to
180 people were kilied in the shooting
last Tuesday. The official death toll
was 19, and 91 wounded. He also ac-
cused the troops of not firing warning
shots ‘before opening fire into the
crowd. The army claimed it did.

Indonesia has promised a team to
investigate the shooting. It will be
heéaded by the deputy chief of Strate-
gic Inteliigence, Major General Arie
Sudewo.

* Mr Darusman said Jakarta must set
up an independent commission to send
a strong message to the international
community on the Government’s seri-
ousness In clarifying what happened.
He suggested it be made up of Indone-
sians independent of government.

Witnesses dispute the army version
of Tuesday's incident: that it was a
misunderstanding of orders and that
troops had been provoked into firing
at the crowd which was mourning an
independence sympathiser killed dur-
ing riots two weeks earlier.

« Ind ia’s Foreign ister, Ali
Alatas, who returned to Indonesia last
night, said foreign media reports were
exaggerated, but admitted it was
hound to affect his country.

: “We are equally aghast that this has
happened, and please take note that it
happened in a situation that got out of
control because there was clear, seri-
ous, provocation,” Mr Alatas said.

East Timor’s Governor, Mario Vie-
gas Carrascalao, condemned the
army, saying it undermined his credi-
bility to rule and charging it with back-
ing pro-Jakarta extremists.

“People used to sleep with daggers

in bed to protect themselves from
those who were against us, and now
they do it to protect themselves from
us,” he told ‘Kompas’ newspaper.
@ A British journalist said yesteday he
was beaten by Indonesian troops and
feared for his life after narrowly
avoiding a wall of gunfire during the
Dili massacre.

Stephen Cox, 29, a London freelance
photo-journalist who was working for
the Portuguese newspaper ‘O Indepen-
dente’, was one of a handful of foreign
journalists and aid workers to witness
the shooting.

He arrived in Darwin by plane with
another journalist who survived the
massacre, Darwin-based Russell
Anderson, 31.

Mr Cox said he had sheltered with
40 to 50 others in a cemetery crypt
from an *“absolutely phenomenal”
voliey of automatic gunfire by 30 to 40
soldiers.

When he was later taken from the
crypt, Mr Cox estimated seeing 50 to
60 dead, but claimed the toll would
have been much higher.

He sald the shooting was random
and uninterrupted for three to four
minutes, while sporadic gunfire
continued for 30 minutes.

He said he had later been surround-
ed by about eight Indonesian soldiers,
who beat his head with their fists,
kicked him and slammed rifle butts
into his back.
® In Sydmey, more than 700 people
marched yesterday to protest against
the massacre. The demeonsirators
called on the Australian Government
to stop all military aid to Indonesia
and recognise the sovereignty of East
Timeor.

Reuter, AAP

The Sunday Age, 17 November 1991

Indonesian Govt pledges full investigation

JAKARTA, Sunday : The Indone-
sian Goversmeat will set up a
special eolnml;i::‘ “;l Ilvesﬂ;:':

troops of re on
mn«s at the memorisl service.

The State Secretary, Mr Mur-
diono, said today an independent
committee would investigate all
aspecis of the incident, and be
pledged to prosecute anyone found
to have violated the law.

He said the committee wonld
include representatives of the home,
foreign and justice ministries, the
armed forces an: Stuhe Hmée of
Represestatives. preme Court
representative would head the com-
mittee, which would begin its
inquiry immediately, and the resuits
would be made pablic “in due time™.

The Indouesisa Goverament
regreted the incidest, he said, but it
also “notes with deep concern (h;(
there were provocations, previously

repared by certain elements, which
gad sparked the bloody incident™,

The military has said the shoot-
ings resulted from the misund

roundjeg lr youths for interroga-
tion since iast Tuesday, when the
\diers shot st ding
the service for an Esst Timorese
killed two weeks ago in clashes
between pro- and anti- Ind i

Indonesian military permission to
visit a hospital where about 90
people injured in the violence were
being treated.

People had become frightened

activists,
The Indowesian Government has

standing of am order. Wlt_ne-u

s:ld t.hn( ouly 19 people died in the

have said it was ump h )
In Dili, grief-strickea East
Timoswese people flocked to church
today to pray for their friends and
relaties who died in the shooting.
Ani the search coutinwed for
scoresof other people who they said
were till missing. ’
Wiwesses in and around the
seaside capital said security forces
had s¢ up road blocks aud had been

g in the former Po

colomy, annexed in 1976. However,
other estimates put the death toll as
high as 180.

Father Britto, the pastor of
Balide Church, near Sasta Cruz
Cemetery, where the shootiags
occurred, said: “Many mothers
have come to me searching for their
sous. What can 1 tell them?”

He said he was trying to get

72

since the shootings and- were liviag
under pressure, be said. ©

Since the anmexation of East
Timor, Indonesia has tried to bring
the local economy up to the levei of
the rest of the country, but at a huge
social cost.

Diplomats estimate that 200,000
people — or nearly one-third of the
population — have died in the past
16 years in war and famine in the
predominantly Roman Catholic
province, where ludonesia has been
charged with conmsisteat homan
rights abuses.

One youth outside Balide Church
said .his brother was still missing
and that he and his friends had been
too frightened to go back to school
since Tuesday,

Others in the church compound
said masked men in black came at
night to their houses to take away
youths who were wot seen.again,

People in Dill said the shadowy
men were pro-integration vigilantes
who had been stalking the streets
since last year.

Despite rumours that Roman
Catholic priests had been told not to
mention Tuesday's. events in their
sermons, Father Britto said prayers
would be offered for the dead at
services tomorrow.

Reuter

Sydney Morning Herald, 18 November 1991



Suharto names
investigators

By correspondents in Jakarta

THE President of Indone-
sia, Mr Suharto, last night
officially named the seven
members of a national team
to investigate last week’s
bloody shooting in East
Timor before leaving on a
three-week trip.

Supreme Judge Jaelani was
confirmed as the chairman
and concurrently a member of
the National Investigative
‘Team, appointed to examine
“in a free, detailed, just and
thorough manner” all aspects
of the November 12 Dili
massacre.

Judge Jaelani has served in
several military units in west
Java, including as commander
of the army's para-commando
regiment in Batujajar, Ban-
dung in the 1950s, served as
head of the legal guidance
body of the country’s defence
and security ministry and was
ag&olmcd supreme judge in
1988.

The six other members in-
clude the deputy chairman of
the Supreme Advisory Board,
Mr Beng Mang Reng Say, MP
Mr Clementino dos Reis Ama-
ral and the Home Ministry's
director-general of socio-
political affairs, Mr Harisugi-
man.

A native East Timorese, Mr
Reis Amaral, represents East
Timor's chapter of the ruling
Golkar Party in Parliament
and is a member of the
House's first commission.

which deals with defence and
security issues.

The Foreign Ministry's di-
rector for international or-
ganisations, Mr Hadi Waya-
rabi, the Justice Ministry’s
general inspector. Mr Anton
Suyata, and the armed forces’

Indonesia to allow a process of
self-determination for the
East Timorese people as con-
tained in the world body's
resolutions on the former
Portuguese colony.

It likened Indonesia’s an-
nexation of East Timor to the

general i Mr ro
were also named.

The announcement came
after Indonesian police de-
tained about 70 East Timorese
students who had taken to
the streets demanding the
United Nations pressure Ja-
karta to allow self-determina-
tion for East Timor.

The students, claiming to
belong to the Movement of
East Timorese Nationalist
Students in Indonesia, staged

Likened to
Kuwait

the demonstration one week
after Indonesian troops fired
into a crowd of mourners at a
cemetery in Dili, killing up to
100 people.

Wearing black bandanas,
the protestors toted banners
calling for the pull-out of
troops from East Timor.

Police cornered the demon-
strators in a hotel parking lot
near a busy traffic point and
took them all to an unknown
destination in several police
trucks and a bus.

A statement by the demon-
strators, in Portuguese, called
on the UN to “exercise strong
and continuous pressures” on

Iraqt ion of Kuwait.

At the World Court in The
Hague, Portugal accused Aus-
tralla of undermining the
rights of East Timor by nego-
tiating with Indonesia for oil
exploration rights off the
East Timorese coast.

Portugal claimed that by
striking a deal with Indonesia,
which unilaterally annexed
the former Portuguese colony
in 1976, Australia was helping
to deny East Timor its resour-
ces and sovereignty.

East Timor, an ofl-rich terri-
tory on an island 2240km
across the Timor Sea from
Australia, was under Portu-
guese rule for four centuries
until it was invaded and
annexed by Indonesia.

In the 1989 Timor Gap Trea-
ty, Australin and Indonesia
agreed to co-operate in oll ex-
ploration and drilling in a sec-
tion of the Timor Sea between
East Timor and Australia.

The section, known as the
Timor Gap, lies within the
coastal waters of both East
Timor and Australia.

Portuguese foreign ministry
spokesman Mr Paulo Chades
said from Lisbon his country
was asking the court to rule
that the treaty violated inter-
national law.

AP,AFP

The Australian, 20 November 1991
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Timor dissidents have to
be shot: Indon army chief

By MARK BAKER,

foreign editor

The der of the I

armed forces, General Try Sutrisno,
has endorsed the use of extreme mili-
tary force in East Timor and declared
that dissidents should be “wiped out”.

The day after the Dili massacre,
General Try told graduates of a mili-
tary academy in Jakarta that people
responsible for disturbances in East
Timor must be eliminated.

“People who refuse to toe the line
have to be shot,” he said, according to
a report published in ‘Jayakarta’, a
aewspaper controlled by the Jakarta
military region. “The armed forces
are determined to wipe out whoever

disturbs stability.”
On the same day, last Wednesday,
General Try pr d afull i ti:

yesterday to protest against the Ind

ACTIVISTS IN JAKARTA PROTEST

In Jakarta, about 50 East Timorese activists marched down the main street

of East Timor.

had no guns”.

Police and security officials made no attempt to ‘break up the
demonstration. The marchers carried placards bearing messages such as
“Integration is extermination” and “The victims were guilty because they

warnings from the military. “Finally,
yes, they had to be blasted,” he said.
The tough remarks have raised

grave doubts about Indonesian prom- .

ises of a full and impartial inquiry
into the massacre, given the domi-
nant role of the military within the
Indonestan hierarchy.

The secretary of the Department of
Forelgn Affairs and Trade, Mr Rich-

gation of the massacre and told West-
ern journalists in Jakarta that he
regretted the killings, which had
occurred after troops failed to impose
order through “sympathetic and per-
suasive” means.

But General Try told his military

audience that those kilied in Dili:

were delinquents who had been
attacked after ignoring repeated

ard W when asked about
General Try's comments on ABC's
‘Late Line’ program last night, said he
hoped the quotations were not cor-
rect. He said ail the evidence he had
seen was that there was serious con-
cern about the killings at the top lev-
eis of the Indonesian Government.
General Try, who toured Australia
earlier this month as an offictal guest,
is widely regarded as the man most

likely to succeed President Suharto.
Further doubts about Indonesia’s
willingness to pursue those responsi-
ble for the massacre were raised yes-
terday with the disclosure that the

judge appointed to head the
tion is an army man. Supreme Judge
Jaelani a graduate of Jakarta's mili-
tary law academy, is a former com-
mandant of the army's elite para-
do regiment in Batujajar,

Bandung.

General Try yesterday denied
claims by a human rights group that
troops had executed 80 prisoners
three days after the Dili massacre.

He said the charges by the London-
based Indonesia Human Rights Cam-
paign were “entirely untrue and base-
less”.

In its report of General Try's

speech to graduates at the National
Security Institute, ‘Jayakarta' said he
had been “extremely irate” when
talking about the circumstances of
the Dili massacre. Indonesia says 19
people died when troops opened fire
on the protest rally, but unofficial
reports say as many as 180 peopie
may have been killed.

General Try said the protesters
were former guerilla fighters who
had come to the city to “stir things
up”. He said the agitators had
unfurled posters with slogans discred-
iting the Government and had yelled
out “improper” words.

Despite their anger at the provoca-
tion, troops surrounding the area had
been patient and restrained until
members of the crowd had “acted
even more brutaily”, after which sev-
eral shots were fired into the air.

“They continued to be obstinate. In
any case, the armed forces cannot be
underestimated,” General Try said.

“Finally, yes, they had to be biast-
ed. Delinquents like these agitators
have to be shot and we will shoot
them.”

PAGE 12: Letter from Bob Muntz.
Picture: Channei 9

Video film of last week'.ssamussacre in Dili arrived in Australia yesterday. This picture shows people fleeing under gunfire from the entrance to

nta Cruz cemetery. Moumners appear to be clambering over the fallen, injured or dead to escape.

The Age, 20 November 1991
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INDONS:

WE SHOT
FOR 10

MINUTES

EAST Timor's milit-
ary commander
yesterday admitted
that Indonesian
troops fired into a
crowd of mourners for
up to 10 minutes, but
denied it was exces-
sive,

He also said he would
finally allow independent
observers to visit those
wounded in the shooting.

“No, I don't think it was
too iong a time,” Brigadier
QGeneral Rudolf Warouw
told Reuters, saylng the
firing had gone on for five
to 10 minutes.

Meanwhile, in Jakarta,
protesters shouted abuse
and spat at Australian
embassy staff yesterday in
a pro-Indonesian protest.

The protest, organised
by a pro-government na-
tional youth group, was in
response to anti-Indone-
sian pickets and demon-
strations in Australia
since the massacre last
week.

About 30 to 40 people in
Jakarta carrled Indone-
slan flags and placards
which read “Respect our
sovereignty” and “Austra-
lia, where is g'our attitude
of friendship?”

The few police and
security officials present
made no attempt to break
up the demonstration,
which was monitored by
Indoneslan security offi-

cials who entered the
grounds of the embassy.

A group of East
Timorese activists was
taken away by police soon
after marching peacefully
past the Australian
Embassy yesterday. The
military later denied any-
one was detalned.

Anti-Indonesian pro-
tests have been staged
outside Indonesian mis-
sions in Canberra, Sydney,
Darwin and Melbourne.

The Indonesian govern-
ment has announced a
commission to look into
the Dili shooting, but Brig-
Gen Warouw declined to
comment on whether any
soldiers would face a court
martial.

The military says it
opened fire into a crowd of
3500 mourners eight days
ago in the former Por-
tugese colony as the result
of a misunderstood order
and because it had been
provoked.

It claims 19 people were
killed and 89 wounded.

Witnesses have said the
troops opened fire without
provocation. And some re-
ports have put the death
toll at morethan 100, with
nearly 300 wounded.

Film of the shooting has
been shown iIn several
countries and one diplo-
mat described It as “grue-
some and graphic”.

Warouw sald observers
would be allowed to visit
the military hospital, until

now barred even to rela-
tives, where the wounded
are being treated.

“Observers will not be
allowed to talk to them
unti] our interrogations
are over because the sight
of foreigners could make
them start talking about
wild rumors,” he said.

The observers would
also be shown the 42
people who were arrested
after the incident, which
has provoked an in-
ternational outcry.

Last week, Indonesia's
armed forces commander
Try Sutrisno said the army
had had no choice but to
fire after warning shots
were ignored.

“They continued to be
obstinate. In any case, the
armed forces cannot
underestimated. Finally,

es, they had to be

lasted. Delinquents llke

these agitators have to be
shot and we will shoot
them,” he was quoted as
saying last week by the
Jayakarta daily.

Warouw said rumors

about the number of dead,
of a secret maas grave had
been dug and of subse-
quent executions' were
baseless, and spread by
Fretilin guerrillas to influ-
ence international
opinion.
Indonesia, whose rule
over East Timor is not
internationally recog-
nised, invaded the terri-
tory in 1975 shortly after
the Portugese rulers of
thl;ee centuries had pulled
out.

Warouw said there were
no more than 125 guerillas
left but they still exerted
some influence, especially
in Dili, the East Timor
capital, where conditions
were good for them be-
cause of high unemploy-
ment and local politics.

Fretilin leader Xanana
Gusmao, who has eluded
the Indonesian army for 18
years, slipped into Dili two
months ago to organise
public protests during an
eventually cancelled visit
to territory by a Portu-
guese parliamentary mis-
sion, Warouw said.

- REUTER

Herald Sun, 21 November 1991
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Indonesia

blames
Portugal
for riots

rta, Saturday

Ind, "

of an

commission investigating the

army killing of East Timor-

ese protesters in Dili on 12

November accused Portugal of being

behind the incident, the official An-
tara news agency said today.

Up to 180 people were reported
killed when troops fired on mourners
in Dili, the capital of the former Portu-
guese colony, on 12 November. The
official death toll is 19.

“The Dili incident was created by
the government of Portugal by setting
up an organisation (which is i
Indonesia) and pitting (East Timor-

ese) each other,” said Hadl
Wayarabi, a director in the foreign
ministry and member of a seven-man
government commisslon set up to
investigate the shooting.

The head of the commission,
Supreme Court Judge Jaelani, ap-
pealed for a copy of film taken during
the shooting. “Help us find it to use as

material b it cerialnly includ
data we must collect,” he told
reporters.

The film, shown In several coun-
tries, includes graphic scenes which
appear to contradict the army version
of events that the soldiers were pro-
voked and opened fire after misunder-
standing an order, according to
diplomats.

e commission will go to East Ti-
mor on Thursday.

The Portuguese Government yester-
day pressed businesses to halt all
trade with Indonesia, amid continued
protests against the killings of demon-
strators by Indonesian soldiers in the
former Portuguese colony.

The leaders of Portugal’s main busi-
ness assoclations said they supported
the Government's call for a voluntary
suspension of trade In reaction to the
massacre.

The Trade Minister, Mr Fernando
Farla de Oliveira, said the Govern-
ment could not order a suspenslon of

ce with I b
Portugal had to respect European
Community trade accords.

Meanwhile, the Indonesian Legal
Aid Institute (LBH) said today that 70
East Timorese students who demon-
strated in central Jakarta on Tuesday
for self-determination for their home-
land are in police custody. Three law-
yers have been denied access to the
students, an LBH statement said.

Indonesian officials earlier thls
week said that none of the studeats
had been detained.

The LBH statement was the first in-
dication that the students were in
police custody.

Military Spokesman Brigadier
General Nurhadi Purwosaputro told

- Antara news agency shortly after
Tuesday’s demonstration that none of
the students had been delalned.

Colonel Wagiman, head of the Ja-
karta police intelligence department,
told the lawyers today that arrest war-
rants had already been issued against
the students and copies sent {o the rep-
resentative office of the East Timor
Provincial authorities here.

LBH officlais said the students
could be charged with expressing
enmity, hate or insults towards the
lawful government, offences which
carry jail terms of up to seven years.

The lawyers’ greater fear, however,
was that subversion charges might be
levelled against the students later.
Subversion carries the death penalty
in Indonesia.

Indonesia hits
at Aust ‘lies’
over Timor

JAKARTA: An official Io-
donesian armed forces (ABRI)
newspaper condemned Austra-
lian reporting of the Dili shoot-
ings yesterday, and
pro-government groups are de-
manding the Austrahan Gov-
ernment distance itself from
anti-Indonesian demonstra-
tions in Australia.

Inits editorial, the Angkatan Ber-
senjata accused the “kangaroo coun-

try” media of biased repomn; over
lhe Dili shoounp.

“We arc incident in
Dili that was pmoc:ted by the GPK

i .
side down, overb)ownmdpdded

wnh lcnsluonnlm lies.

‘These sensationalist lies have
excited the emotions and unfriendly
attitudes of part of the population of
mu hnnroo country towards Indo-

"Thc [Indonesian] embuly in
Canberra was made the target of
demonstrations, as well as lhe con-
sulate-general in Sydney and in the
city of Adelaide.”

Indonesia says 19 people died
and 91 were injured when troops
opened fire on a crowd of about
3500 civilians i the East Timorese
capital on November 12. But fc
witnesses and other sources put
death toll higher, u S0t w'dem

Pro-government groups on-
strated outside the Australian em-
bassy in Jakarta on Wednesday lnd
Thursday to protest the
treatment of Indonesian 'r matic
missions in Australia and burn-
ing of sn Indonesian flag outside the
indonesian embassy in Canberra
last week,

The groups, two pm-lovemment
youth of tions and the state

fromlhedemonmuaumdpm
nnteetheywlnothppenm

If not, the groups say they will

Canberrs “took part io

Munwhnle,theNchnhndem-
oy
nesian repo t
New Zealander Killed my_tpe Dili

Wounded:

‘-“F:Ltlh time, it Is

“’ht,' Brigadier-General Radolf
in a military

ter on the way to the eastern end of

the former {’ortuuu urritory

Indomesia

pie Lasut of the Institute for the
Astimilation of Justice were obli
n&m‘l daily to authorities, an
spokeunun said.

They had been held for question-
ing on Wednesday when they were
dueloﬂyloElnTlmor‘loleek
facts” on the shooting of demonstra-
tors in Dili last week, he said.

© In The Haguc, the Netherlands
Government suspended new aid to
hdommwho;l ‘l‘hunday’ y until the for-
mer ony's in tion in-
to last week's msuaew f East
Tnnome dcmonmton yields an

" A l!/l)umtfhmymm“‘
on Jan Ju
!pokeumn, p

theresmomdnmyonlhemwof
evtlsnmEme:

Strasbourg, Fr the Eu-
mpunhﬂnmentumd&mvm
ments and the UN on Thursday to
slap an arms embargo on Indonesia.

ln l resolution passed by a vote of

to eight, the Parliament also .
nked the 12 European Community
nations to consider curtailing or sus-
pending aid and cooperation agree-
ments with Indonesia to protest the

the massacre of East Timorese by
Indonesian soldiers.

of the newly-formed
human rights sub-committee of the

sider the issuc when it meets
Melbourne next Friday. Theoou:

shooting had been a j
querading as a tourist.

Consum-(;‘vem hw daily,
wrote to ily,
the Jakanta Post; to clear up what be
called distressing inaccuracies about
the death of Kamal Ahmed Bamad-
haj, 21, a student at the University of
New South Wales in §;

Indonesia annexed ‘imor in
1976, but the Unlled Nltlonl has
not mowsed

@ Three mcmben oflep-mc In-

Fe
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visil
ﬁth; i o}i&: 10 report to lul.l:xori-
one organisations said on
Thursday.
Johannes Princen of the Indone-
sian League for the Defence of Hu-

Indonesian Front for the Defence of
Human Rights (INFIGHT) and Yo-

cil's interna
o 'll‘l'l tional supports

©® The International Press Insti-
tute protested on Thursday to the
authorities in Indonesia t as-
sauits by in East Timor on.
tonEeS Jo ists.

institute, leplm
nalu thmu;bout lud
troops beat Alhn Nairm

ofneNavaker and
yGoodmofﬂw ew York
station WBAL

—AAPR.uhrAPAFP

The Canberra Times, 24 November 1991




Indonesian military heads off student demonstration, 1999.

Crackdown in Jakarta
after East Timor
massacre

By Max Lane

All indications fo date are that the Suharto
regime s not going to bow fo infema-
fioncl pressure in any substantial manner
following worldwide outcry afier the No-
vember 12 massacre in Dill, East Timor.

While the regime has appointed a so-called
Commissionoﬂnquh'y.ulsheadedbylfqma
senior military officer and comniando, who has
mmdybemappoimda&xpmcmmhdu.
Other mernbers of the commission are middie-
level civil servarts or backbenchers in Indone-

sia’s rubber-stamp parliament. Even if there are
honest men among this commission, they will
not be able to buck orders from above.

Another sign of a hard line Is the very reveal-
ing statements of armed forces commander Try
Summ,wholnupeechlastweekmadehdm
that the army's policy towards oppositionists
could be summed up in one sentence: “People
who don't know thelr place must be shotl”

Perhaps the most ominous development has
been the regime's reaction towards the pro-de-
mocracy movement's aftempts to show suppost
for the East Timorese.

The radical human rights coalilion INFIGHT
shortly after the massacre sent a delegation to
the parliament to protest. This was followed a
week later by a demonsiration of more than 50
East Timorese in the main street of Jakana,
which INFIGHT also supported. Almost all of the”™
Eau'nmoresedemonsmnweredemmedmd

are still in detention.

" At the same time, INFIGHT began preparati
to send a fact-finding mission to Dili. Thefour-
person team was 1o comprise Indro Chahyono,
a convener of INFIGHT; Haji Princen, from the
Institute for the Defence of Human Rights;
Yoppie Lasut, a well-respected freelance jour-
nalist and member of the prisoner rehabilitation
group, New Life Foundation; and a fourth per-
son from the Bandung Legal Aid Foundation.

Since the attempt to send this mission became
known, Indro, Princen and Lasut have been
under intense pressure. The latest information
from the London Human Rights Organisation
TAPOL is that Indro and Princen are undergoing
intense interrogation at the offices of the Body for
Coordination of Stability and Resilience, while
Lasut s in hiding. This is also confirmed by Green
Left' s own sources. Reliable sources indicate that
the regime may be moving towards attempting to
close down INFIGHT and the institute.

All GLW's sources indicate that there is exten-
sive discontent within the regime and even the
military over the massacre. This is not based
upon rejection of the occupation or the repres-
sion but on the extent of the “tactical blunder”.
The incident is seen as a major “setback”™ to
Indonesia’s international diplomacy.

The Indonesian news media have kept the

issue alive after calling for a credible inquiry
last week, Important representatives of the ci-
vilian conservative establishmeni, such as
Harry Tjan of the Centre of International and
Strategic Studies have made statements that
Indonesia cannot afford to be putin the “Tienan-
men” category. .
It is likely that the perception of a major “set-
back”™ will accelerate the pace at which those
forces calling for a shift from presidential mili-
tary euthoritarian rule to some form of conser-
vative “guided” parliamentary rule. »
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Indonesia
threatens to
recall envoy

By foreign atfairs writer TONY PARKINSON

THE Indonesian Govern-
ment threatened to recall its
ambassador, Mr Sabam Sia-
gian, and all its diplomatic
staff yesterday as Australia
became more vocal and ac-
tive in its protests over the
Dili massacre.

The Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Senator Evans, succe-
eded in heading off a Caucus
push for diplomatic sanctions
1o be imposed against Indone-
sia yesterday but announced
plans to fly to Jakarta next
month to raise Australia’s
concerns over the plight of
the East Timorese directly
with Indonesian leaders.

However, in an indication of
Jakarta’s growing unease
with the scale of protest in
Australia, a senior Cabinet
minister, Admiral Sudomo,
said Indonesia would with-
draw all its diplomats if their
security could not be
guaranteed.

Senator Evans said yester-
day the Hawke Government
would seek to preserve good
relations with Indonesia at
least until the formal inquiry
ordered by the President,
General Suharto, had repor-
ted on the November 12 shoot-
ings. There are no plans to
cancel visits to Jakarta by the
Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, or
by the Minister for Industry,
Technology and Commerce,
Senator Button.

But Senator Evans also re-
vealed new estimates yester-
day suggesting at least 75
people were killed when
troops fired on mourners at
the Santa Cruz cemetery, ina
bloodbath he described as

“savage, brutal and
unconscionable”.

This contrasts with Indone-
sia’s official claims that only
19 people were killed.

In a significant develop-
ment, the PNG Government
added its voice to interna-
tional condemnation of the
massacre yesterday. “We
abhor the atrocities that have
been committed,” the Prime
Minister, Mr Namaliu, said.

But the PNG Government
reiterated that it regarded
events in East Timor as the
internal affairs of Indonesia.

In Canberra, the Hawke
Government was under pres-
sure to quell growing Caucus
agitation over what is seen as
gls.lst.ra.llas Inactivity on the

ue

Editorial — Page 8
A high-risk gamble — Page 9

After negotiations on a Cau-
cus resolution, the Hawke
Government undertook to in-
struct the Australian Ambas-
sador in Jakarta, Mr Philip
Flood. to make regular visits
to East Timor and to seek ap-
proval to set up a permanent
consulate in Dili.

Senator Evans has also
undertaken to explore all
avenues for involving the
United Nations secretary-
general in resolving the
Timor conflict.

He is expected to arrive in
Jakarta on December 19 or 20.

However, he was quick to re-
ject claims by some Labor
MPs that this represented a
significant shift in policy on
the crucial issue of East Ti-
mor's status under interna-

tional law. Australia has given
de jure recognition to Indone-
sia’s annexation of East
Timor since 1979.

Queensland MP Mr Garrie
Gibson said he believed a
commitment by Caucus to
support the longer term aspi-
rations of the East Timorese
signified an acceptance of the
case for self-determination.

Senator Evans denied this,
saying a UN-supervised act of
self-determination was some-
thing that would continue to
be vigorously resisted by In-
donesia, and was unlikely to
attract sufficient support in
the international community.

“We would be looking to sat-
isfy the needs and aspirations
of the East Timorese people a
step short of opening up the
whole question of sovereign-
ty,” he sald

But if the Suharto Govern-
ment’s inquiry proved inade-
quate, there would be a com-
plete review of Australia’s
position on all issues.

“I do not in any way seek to
resile from that,” he said.

If the Suharto Government
responded satisfactorily to
Australia’s calls for a fair and
impartial inquiry into the
massacre, the Hawke Govern-
ment would continue to rec-
ognise Indonesia’s incorpora-
tion of the province.

Later, the Indonesian Am-
bassador, Mr Siagian, called
on Senator Evans at Parlia-
ment House.

Commenting after their
meeting, he said he had feit
the need to seek clarification
from Senator Evans on what
the resolution meant.

Continued — Page 2

From Page 1

“Although I am familiar with the English
language, the formal, written one needs some
background explanation,” he said.

Different interpretations in the ALP over how
far the resolution went wns also raised by the

Senawr Hill. He said it wa.s not helpful for
Australla to send out confused signals on the
issue of self-determination.

Mr Siaglan doubted Indonesian leaders would
take offence at the resolution.

“In the process, I think it is an example of
constructive dialogue between men and women
of goodwill on both sides overcoming a crisis
th%t has occurred and looking forward,” he
said.

Mr Siagian sald the initial view of his
Government on Senator Evans' trip was
“favourable” and it would not be regarded as
undue interference.

“Between neighbours, we keep talking,” he said.

While Mr Siagian did raise the securlr.y of
Indonesia’s and with
Senator Evans, it is understood he made no
mention of his Government considering
recalling its diplomats.

There are more than 20 Indonesian staff at the
embassy in Canberra, along with smaller staff
units at consulates in Sydney, Melbourne and
Darwin.

Protests at the Darwin consulate appear to be
causing most concern.

In a statement in Jakarta, Admiral Sudomo, the
Minister Co-ordinator for Political and
Security Affairs, said demonstrations against
}nd(;nesla were continuing at a “dangerous
evel”.

Admiral Sudomo singled out supporters of East
Timor's Fretilin rebel movement and
“members of the Left of the Australian Labor
Party” as responsible for the worst
disturbances.

“There are diplomatic rules which warrant for
withdrawal of our ambassador. If the security
of our ambassador is not guaranteed, he will be
recalled,” Admiral Sudomo said.

The Australian, 27 November 1991

Dili probe to be secret

INDONESIA'S in-
%uiry into the East
imorese cemetery
massacre is to be held
behind closed doors.
Despite assurances by

Jakarta that the investiga--

tion would be thorough
and open, forelgn repre-
sentatives will be barred.
A Foreign Arralu
kesman said last nigh
t despite reports thal
Australia would be ln-
vited, Jakarta had made it
;:xliear "the inquiry would be

“They are saying it will
be a closed hearing and

By ADAM. By ADAM, CONNOLLY
and agencies

there will not be outside
observers,” he said.
Jakarta has not set a
firm timetable for the
hearings and it is unlikely
they will begin before the
Foreign Affairs Minister,
Senator Evans, visits the
country next month.
Reports claim up to 150
people were killed on
November 12 when In-
donesian troops opened
fire on a a funeral proces-
sion in the East Timorese
capital of Dili. The official

Indonesian deat.h tollis 19,
with 81 injure

The Prime Mlmscer, Mr
Hawke, said yesterday
Australia’s relationship
with Indonesia would
come under review if
inquiry was flawed.

Mr Hawke wamed In-
donesian authorities to
caﬁ out a thorough in-

gation or risk Austra-
lian isolation.

“If the inquiry is a
whitewash then we will
have to consider sceps to
review our poli Mr

massacre and broach a
peaceful resolution to the
vexing questions of East
Timorese mdependenceI
n-

and Jakarta, Admiral
Sudomo told yescerdays
Media Indonesia news-
paper he had not called for
Sabam 8ai-

Australia
donesia’s annexation of
East Timor in 1979 but
other countries have large-
ly opposed the takeover.

In another development
yesterday, the Indonesian
Co-ordinating Minister for
Political and Security
Affairs, Admiral S8udomo,
backed away from his
threat ‘to wiLthdra_'w XE

Hawke told Parliament.
Senator Evans wlll visit
Jakarta to discuss the

Australia.
In a bid to defuse ten-
sions between Canberra
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glan's recall.

“That's not right. The
power to recall the ambas-

sador is the foreign minis-
try’s, not mine,” Admiral
Sudomo said.

The Acting Foreign
Minister, Defence Minister
Benny Murdani, on Tues-
day assured Australia’s
ambassador in Jakarta,
Philip Flood, that Indone-
sia was not considering re-
calling its diplomats.

@ In the first official ex-

planation to Parliament of
the Dili shooting, armed
forces commander Try
Sutrisno yesterday pro-
duced photographs to sup-
port the army’s claim that
the Dili crowd was violent.

He told the House of
Representatives foreign
affairs and defence com-
mission the soldiers were
forced to shoot.

Waving one of the
photos, he said loudly in
English: “Peaceful demon-
stration? Bullshit.”

Herald Sun, 28 November 1991




Indonesia rejects UN Dili probe

DILJ, East Timor, Friday: The
Indonesian Foreign Miunister, Mr
Ali Alatas, defended his Govern-
meat’s decision to set up a i
sion of inquiry into the massacre of
moursers on East Timor and
rejected suggestions that there
should be an iutersational probe.

In aa interview with British
television, broadcast last night, he
said the seves-man commission of
maialy governmeat officials, which
arrived in the East Timor capital of
Diliy day, should be allowed to
do its work.

Asked whether Indonesia would
bow to calls for an internatiomal
inquiry, Mr Alatas said: “We
believe that this commission should
be given the opportunity to do its
work and bave its findings.”

His comments appear to put paid
to suggestions made on Wednesd
in Madrid by the UN Secretary-
General, Mr Javier Perez de
Cuellar, that the UN send a
mission to East Timor to investi-
gate the Dili massacre.

A Supreme Court judge, Mr
Djaclani, who is head of the
government investigation team that
arrived yesterday, said its work
“could take two weeks bat it could
also take ove moath. We are not
bound by time.”

Meanwhile, East Timor’s civilian
g axd an lod ian Catho-
lic church group have questioned
the official version of the army
shooting orn November 12, which
sparked an international outcry.

Mr Djaelani, head of the investigation team, left, is

greeted by Governor Carrascalao at Dili airport.

The Government says only 19
people were killed when troops
fired oa mourners at a cemetery in
Dili nearly three weeks ago.

But Governor Mario Viegas

lso sai

he was sure that
figure would change.

Foreigs witnesses to the incident
said between 50 and 60 were killed,
with some estimates as high as 180.

The Indomesian Bishops’ Con-
ference, which ty o
from the predominantly Roman
Catholic territory, said accounts
from witnesses it met were very
different from the official story.

“Many people questioned why
the army killed so many people,”
the group said. “It happeved at the

troops lauoched an uanprovoked
attack aod fired into the crowd for
severzl minutes.

Opponents of Indonesia’s rule of
East Timor bave said they will
boycott the inquiry.

Diplomats say many Timorese
may be too frightened to speak out,
despite assurances by the local
military commander of no victimi-
sation.

“It is the same as asking Pol Pot
to investigate buman rigbts abuse
by the Khmer Rouge,” said Mr

" Jose Ramos Hortas,’ the Lisbon-

based spokesmam for a broad
opposition alliance of rebel gueril-
las and clandestine civilian groups.
@ Iodonesian troops thwarted a
planned rally in East Timor yester-
day to mark the 15th anajversary of
the Fretilin guerilla group’s vow to
win the territory’s independence
from Indonesia.

According to ao anti-Indonesia_
activist, troops turned away groups
of East Timorese relatives of the

gate of Santa Cruz cemetery, which
was far away from the place where
the two soldiers were stabbed. If
that was for defemce, were that
many victims necessary?”

1t also suggested that troops had
plaated weapoos on youths who had
hiddes in a church after earlier
riots in Dili.

While the army says its troops
shot to defend themselves from a
dangerous mob after an officer was
stabbed, several witnesses said

November 12 victims as they tried
to eater Dili’ from the town of
Baukau, 100 kilometres to the east.
He said there were no clashes and
0o arrests.

The sim was to focus world
attention oa the Fretilin guerilla
movement’s efforts for independence
for East Timor, a Portuguese colony
annexed by Indouesia in 1976, he
sdded. Fretilin declared indepen-
dence on November 28, 1976.

Reuter

Sydney Morning Herald, 30 November 1991

East Timorese detained after the massacre face trial on capital charges

Jakarta accuses eight of subversion

By correspondents in Jakarta

EIGHT of the 26 people de-
tained during the bloody shooting
in East Timor last month could be
tried for subversion, the official
Antara news agency reported
yesterday.

Antara, citing Dili police sources
and East Timor’'s higher attorney’'s
office, said preliminary inguiries
showed eight of the 26 people still in
police custody from the November 12
massacre were “clearly” involved In
subversion, Under Inhdonesian law,
subversion charges could carry the
death penaity.

The 18 other detainees would be
tried under general criminal law,
Antara said, adding that the docu-
mentation on their cases was ex-

mt;ed Lg be completed by the end of
week.

Meanwhile, the United States said
yesterday that the seven-member
National Investigative Commission,
which is in Dili to conduct an in-

uiry into the shooting, had to be
thorough and those found responsi-
ble should be disciplined.

“The United States has repeatedly
condemned these tragic killings. At
every opportunity here or in Jakarta
we continue to press the Indonesian
Government for a complete and
credible Investigation,” State De-
partment spokeswoman Ms Marga-
ret Tutwiler said.

“This must Include appropriate
disciplinary action against those
found responsible for the use of ex-
cessive force."

Canada said yesterday it had sus-

pended direct aid for proposed de-
velopment projects in Indonesia.

“Canadians were outraged at the
recent killings in East Timor. This
decision reflects our concern about
the human rights situation in Indo-
nesia,” the Minister for External Af-
falrs, Ms Barbara McDougall, said.

The proposed aid projects total
$C30 milllon ($33.62 million). Devel-
opment projects already under way
will be allowed to continue.

Antara also cited its sources as
saying a taskforce, set up by the
East Timor military operational
command, had discovered “a clan-
destine network” run by rebel group
Fretilin with operations in Dili, Den-
pasar in Bali, Malang in East Java,
Jakarta, Australia, Portugal and
Angola.

The taskforce ~ composed of ele-
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ments of the attorney’s office, the
Dili police, military police and the
military operational command -
said the network was set up two
months before the visit by Pope
John Paul II to East Timor in Oc-
tober 1989.

It said the network, identified as
the Council of the East Timorese
People's Nationalist Resistance, was
led by Mr Gusmao Xanana, who is
the Fretllin leader in East Timor.

The taskforce sald the network
comprised youth organisations in
several Indonesian cities, including
the Antl-Indonesia East Timorese
Students Association and the Re-
sistance Commission of East Timo-
rese Youth.

It said preliminary investigations
had uncovered foreign funds behind
the November 12 shooting.

The Australian,

Jakarta Post quoted members of
the KPN as saying they planned to
visit the cemetery where the mili-
tary had buried the victims.

“We may dig up the graves, if nec-
essary,” the commission leader, Jus-
tice Djaelani, said.

According to the official version of
events, 19 people died in the shoot-
ing and the bodies were buried at
t,hf1 Hera cemetery, 12km east of
Dili.

But Jakarta Post cited police and
military sources in Dili as saying the
victims were buried at three differ-
ent sites: Hera; behind the Dili
General Hospital; and at Tibar,
12km west of Dili.

The KPN also checked with village
chiefs yesterday on the number of
their peopie still missing.

AFP, Reuters

11 December 1991



No punishment for killings

Dili colonel
may win
promotion

By MARK BAKER,

foreign editor

The Indonesian army’s regional

commander for East Timor has

ruled out any punishment for the

officer immediately respoasible
for the Dili massacre, and says he

may well be promoted.

1n a further sign of military defi-
ance towards the officlal inquiry
into the 12 November killings and
the subsequent international out-
rage, Major-General Sintong Pan-
jaitan said the Dill area command-
er, Colonel Binsar Aruanm, could
not be accused of making a mis-
take.

“There is no question of any vio-
lation. There’s no question of any
punishment,” sald General Sin-
tong, the head of the Udayana mil-
itary reglon, based in Ball. “It's
qulte possible that Binsar, after
being withdrawn from that post,
will be promoted.”

General Sintong’s comments, In
an Interview with the influential
Jakarta-based magazine ‘Editor’,
follow a declaration eariler this
week by the Indonesian military
commander, General Try Sut-
risno, that the resistance move-
ment in East Timor will be wiped
out once the inquiry is completed.

. “After 1t comes up with the
results, we will wipe out and
uproot thie disturbance movement
which has tainted the Govern-
ment’s dignity,” General Try told
the military newspaper ‘Angkatan
Bersenjata’.

' A panel of investigators appoint-
ed by Jakarta have spent the past
two weeks in Dili investigating the
military’s attack on unarmed pro-
testers, in which at least 100
people are belleved to have dled.
" General Sintong confirmed that
the troops involved in the massa-
cre were from the the 303rd Bat-
talion, based In West Java, and
that they were under the immedi-
ate control of Colonel Binsar.

But he sald the colonel could not
be held responsible for the kill-
ings. “This Is a very procedural
matter. He can’t be sald to have
been mistaken. Any commander

The Age, 11 December 1991

will act fast if there is a problem in
his area. He can’t wait for others.

“East Timor is a military opera-
tion region. The basic task of
every soldier there is to destroy
the enernyy, If there are enemy
forces in the bush, we kill them. If
they run and resist, we kill them.”

General Sintong said no order
was given to open fire on the dem-
onstrators but “the situation just
led to that”. He also defended the
military’s decision to bury victims
of the massacre — which Jakarta
still claims totals only 19 — in
mass graves.

Referring to the fact that
the massacre happened during a
memoriai rally for a youth killed
in an earller military shooting,
General Sintong sald: “Thls is how
things were — one body was bur-
led by the family and later 19 died.
If the 19 bodles had been given to
the familles, how many hundreds
more would have died?

“So, we say, to hell with that.
Bury them first. The important
thing is the security of the people.
It's not for them to be pitied. If
they had buried them, there would
have been more Masses. Then how
many more people would have
been killed? Are we expected to go
on working like this?"”

The general sald that because of
foreign television screening of a
video of the massacre it “isn't
possible for us to deny It". “We
were knocked for six, but that
doesn’t matter. What's important
is that things will be OK again In
East Timor.”

The official Indonesian news
agency, Anatara, reported yester-
day that eight of the 26 Timorese
detained after the Dill massacre
might be tried for subversion,
which carries a potential death
penaity.

Antara quoted police and legal
sources in DUl as saying the eight
were “clearly” involved in subver-
sion. It sald the remaining 18
detainees would be tried under
general criminal law. Documenta-
tion of thelr cases would be com-
pleted by the end of this week.

PAGE 13: Editorial.
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Death penalty

Timor kill trial

INDONESIA will use
anti-subversion laws,
which carry the death

penalty, in the trials of

those detained after
last month's shooting
in East Timor, accor-
ding to the Attomey-
General, Mr Singgih.

“There is no difference
between law enforcement
in Jakarta and Dili...and
elements of subversion
cases, such as political
backgrounds, will also be
considered,” he sald.

He said legal action
against those involved in
the Dili shooting would go
ahead, independently of
the result of an investiga-
tion by a national team
into the shooting.

The Indonesian Govern-
ment has said 19 people
died and 91 others were
injured after troops shot
“in self-defence” against
an attacking mob of de-
monstrators in the Santa
Cruz cemetery in Dili on
November 12,

Witnesses, human rights
groups and the Governor
of East Timor have said
the shooting was unwar-

ranted and the death toll
could have topped 100.

A seven-member Na-
tional Investigative Com-
missjon is preparing a re-
port on the shootlng ror

tion of a higher casualty
figure”.

Asked about the
possibility that the com-
mission’s findings might
be rejected by many coun-

the Indc )]
Mr Buharto.

‘The team spent 16 days -

in Dilt and its chairman,
Mr Jaelani, has said he
hoped the report would be
ready in 10 days.

‘The Jakarta Post re-
Eeorted today that the

am had confirmed fi-
furea provided by armed

lorces commander Gen-
eral Try Sutrisno that 19
people were killed and 81
others injured in the
shootings in the East
‘Timor capital.

Rejected

A team member, who
wished to remain anony-
mous, said the team was
still processing informa-
tion gathered in interviews
with about 140 officials
and East Timorese in the
former Ponuguese colony,
but had t

tries, Mr Jaelani replied:

“That's up to them.”

Mr Jaelani, a member of

Indonesia’s Supreme

Court, made the state-

ments after an eight-hour
ting of the c

to consider the results of

its investigation.

‘The team dug up several
grave sites, including one
shown to it by the military.

Mr Jaelani said the bu-
rial site shown by the
military had 18 graves con-
taining 18 remains, while
other grave sites shown by
East orese did not re-
veal any remains.

The body of the 18th
person, a student from
New Zealand, had been
taken home by his mother.

Dilt ?ollce chief Ishak
Kodijat was quoted by
Kompas newspaper as
saying 32 &eogle had been

ili after the

only 19 people died.
Mr Jaelani said “there
was no evidence or indica-

shooting and that police
were doing their best to
complete the preparation

®A tia’s 2 d

to

Ind. +

Philip Flood

(right), shakes hands with his indonesion counter-

part,
contract with oil

Sabam Siagion, after the two counmes signed o

in the

or
Timor Seo despite criticism over the Dili massacre.

of the cases for trlal by end
of this month.

Indonesia annexed East
Timor in 1976, derailing
Portuguese plans to grant
independence to the for-
mer colony.

‘The United Nations con-
tinues to recognise Portu-
gal as the legal authority
in East Timor.

Countries around the
world have denounced the

Dili killings, with Canada
and Denmark stopping
economic aid to Indonesia
and the Netherlands stop-
ping future aild pending
the results of the team’s
investigation.

But Mr Suharto said In-
donesia would not bow to
political pressure from
Western aid-donor coun-
tries over the klll_ln&si' ar

Herald Sun, 18 December 1991

Dili inquiry supports
army’s death count

JAKARTA: An official Indonesian
commission investigating the army
shooting of civillans in East Timor has
backed the military’s estimate that only
19 people were killed, the news agency

Antara sald yesterday.
Antara quot.ed the head of the com-
ion, Justice Djael as saying yes-

suspending aid to Indonesia, whose an-
nexation of East Timor is not recog-
nised by the United Nations.

Asked to comment on those who ques-
tioned the low official death toll, Justice
Djaelani said: “It is up to them, but the
(commission) will continue to work ob-

terday that no evidence was found in
East Timor to confirm reports of a
higher death toll in the November 12 in-
cident.

Other reports have put the death toll
as high as 180.

“We have already dug up several pla-
ces designated by people, but discovered
no more corpses,” said Justice Djaelani,
a retired military officer.

The seven-member commission retur-
ned to Jakarta on Saturday after a 17-
day trip to East Timor, which Indonesia
invaded in 1975 after the departure of
the Portuguese colonial rulers.

The investigators searched several

s in the East Timor capital of Dili
that were believed by residents to be
secret burial sites.

The army said soldiers opened fire to
defend themselves when attacked by a
crowd in Dili's Santa Cruz cemetery
which had been mourning the death of
aslain pro-independence activist.

Justice Djaelani said the 19 listed as
dead were buried fully clothed in coffins
in a cemetery at Hera on the outskirts
of Dili. He said their names were still
not known.

He said another 91 peoplie had been
wounded, again supporting figures
given by the Indonesian military com-
mander, General Try Sutrisno, in an
emotional speech to the People’s Con-
sultative Assembly last month.

The shooting provoked an interna-
tional uproar and led to some countries

Jjectively.

He said the commission’s report would
be handed to President Suharto within
10 days and that a second trip to East
Timor could not be ruled out. The
evaluation was expected to be comple-
ted before the new year, he said.

General Sutrisno has warned that he
will act sternly to preserve peace.

He also warned private Indonesian
groups not to spread negative informa-
tion about their country and threatened
to blacklist their leaders.

The general named no organisation,
but Indonesia’s leading human rights
group, the Legal Aid Institute, said the
East Timor incident had stained the
country's reputation and calied on the
military to find a less brut.al response to
problems.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Senator Evans, is due to arrive in
Jakarta on Thursday for a two-day visit
aimed at persuading the Indonesian
Government to let Australia open a con~
sulate in Dili.

Jakarta is expected to reject the re-
quest, indignant over what it says is for-
eign meddling in Indonesia’s internal
affairs by the West, inciuding Australia.

Canberra treats East Timor's merger
with Indonesia as a fait accompli.

The two countries agreed last week on
the companies allowed to explore the
area of the Timor sea which they jointly
administer. The area contains rich oil
reserves.

Reuters

The Australian, 18 December 1991
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8 facing death
charge over
Timor protest

By MOSES MANOHARAN,
Jakarta, Wednesday

Indonesia will bring charges
carrying the death penalty against
eight people arrested by soldiers
after last month’s massacre in
East Timor.

The ‘Jakarta Post' has quoted
senior officlals of the Attorney-
General's office as saying eight of
the 32 people arrested after the
12 November shooting would be
charged with subversion, a charge
that carries a maximum punish-
ment of death.

“Not everyone will be charged
with subversion. Some were inac-
tive participants,” the Attorney-
General, Mr Singgih, said.

Another official said a team had
been sent to Dill to help local offi-
clals prepare the cases, He did not
say whether the other 24 detainees
would be brought to court on other

charges.
The Australian Foreign Minis-
ter, Senator Evans, Is due to arrive

Jakarta bans

Indonesia has barred the ‘Age’
South-East Asia correspondent,

Lindsay Murdoch, from covering .

the visit to Jakarts by Australia's
Foreign Minister, Senator Evans.
Indonesia gave no reasons last
night for the decision to refuse the
visa application, which was lodged
more than three weeks ago. More
than 20 other Australian journal-
{sts and film crow have been given
visas to accompany Senator Evans
on his trip, starting today.
Senator Evans is making the vis-
it to expreas Australia’s concern
about the 12 November massacre

The editor of ‘The Age’, Mr
Michael Smith, sald last night that
the selective banaing of Australian
journalists was unfortunate and
would do nothing to help build
trust between the Australian and
Indonesian communities.

‘Age’ reporter

Mr Murdoch said in Bangkok
last night: “I am extremely disap-
pointed. My reporting over three
years has been accurate, fair and
sensitive to cultural differences
between our two countries.

“If Australia and Indonesia are
to have an open and friendly rela-
tionship, we have to understand
each other. Retarding the free
flow of information by selectively
banning journalists, as Indonesia
has consistently done, will only
add to suspicion and distrust.”

Mr Murdoch was to have cov-
ered Senator Evans’ visit for ‘The
Age’ and ‘The Sydney Morning
Herald’. He has been refused a
visa twice before, although he has
been allowed in the country about
10 times.

Senator Evans will meet Indone-
sian Government leaders, includ-
ing President Suharto.

in Jakarta tomorrow to the
massacre with senlor officlals.

. Witnesses say more than 100
people were killed in the ceme-
tery, a figure disputed by Indone-
sia’s military, which puts the death
toll at 19.

. The mllitary says the crowd of
3500 people, gathered in Santa
Cruz cemetery to mourn the death
of a separatist sympathiser, pro-
voked the soldiers, but many wit-
nesses say the troops opened fire
without warning or provocation.

The issue may be raised in talks
between Senator Evans and Indo-
nesian leaders, including Presi-
dent Suharto, the Defence Minis-
ter, General Benny Murdani, and
the armed forces commander,
General Try Sutrisno.

Senator Evans will press for the

opening of an Australian consulate
in Dili, a request Jakarta is expect-
#d to turn down on the ground that
it would constitute meddling in
Indonesia’s internal affairs.
. Diplomats said the focus of the
visit would be to persuade the Gov-
ernment to publish the facts about
the shooting and to ensure that the
report of an officlal commission
set up to inquire into the violence
contained the true death toll.

Senator Evans has said he
believes at least 73 people died.
Residents say mass burial sites
were dug around Dili to bury the
victims.

The commission chief, Mr Jus-
tice Jaelanl, appeared on Monday
to come out in support of the mil{-
tary's death toll, saying a search of
the suspected burial sites yielded
00 new corpses.

His commeats could undermine
the credibllity of the commission’s
final report, diplomats said.

The commission returndd to
Jakarta on Saturday after three
weeks seeking evidence in the for-
mer Portuguese colony. The
seven-man commission is to
present its report to President Su-
harto within 10 days. R

Several Western countries have
sald they may take action if the
report appears to be a whitewash,
and Canberra has sald it would
review its ties with Jakarta. The
Netheriands, Denmark and Cana-
da have already suspended ald.

Canberra's indignation might be
tempered by strategic interests,
diplomats said. Australia, one of
the few countries to recognise
Indonesia’s takeover of East
Timor, is anxious to tap rich off-
shore oilfields between Australia
and East Timor and to improve
ties with Indonesia.

Australia and Indonesia this
month granted permits to 53 oll

companles to explore the Timor

Gap, 8 move being challenged by
Portugal.

Jakarta bas charged that for-
eign media coverage of the shoot-
ing was exaggerated and partly to
blame for the ensuing inter-
national outrage. The Information
Minister, Mr Harmoko, said today
that foreign media reports were
almed at discrediting Indonesia.

® More than 100 prominent Aus-
tralians have urged Senator Evans
to press the Indonesian Govern-
ment to accept a United Nations
role in talks on East Timor.

A letter signed by church lead-
ers, judges and politicians of all
the main parties disputes Senator
Evans’s statement that the Dili
massacre was an aberration and
urges him to call for the withdraw-
al of Indonesian troops from East
Timor. To deny self-determination
and worthwhile dlalogue to the
Eagt Timorese is a certaln recipe
for both continued conflict and
deep misunderstandings between
Australia and Indonesis, the letter

says.
® In Washington, the human
rights group Asia Watch Is pushing
for an international inquiry into
the masgacre.

- Reuter, AP
PAGE 13: Editorial.
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THE TIMOR KILLINGS

By JONATHAN THATCHER,
Jakarta, Wednesday

Indonesia today came under
international pressure to investi-
gate the killings in East Timor.

A spokesman for the US State
Department said in Washington:
“We have urged them (Indone-
sia) to conduct a prompt and full
investigation.”

In New York, the United
Nations Secretary-General, Mr
Perez de Cuellar depiored the
willings.

A UN spokeswoman said: “The
Secretary-General has seen the
press reports regardiag events in
East Timor and he deplores the
loss of innocent lives.”

She said Mr Perez de Cuellar
hoped effective measures would
be taken to avoid any recurrence.

Earlier, the Portuguese Presi-
dent, Mr Mario Soares, con-
demned the violence by Indone-
sian forces.

In a press statement Mr Soares
condemned the “escalating vio-
lence by Indonesian occupation
forces against the defenceless
population of East Timor™.

He said he had written last
week to Mr Perez de Cuellar to
complain about the “intolerable
situation” in East Timor, where
he said human rights were sys-
tematically violated by Indone-
sian forces.

Mr Soares asserted that the In-
donesian Government had ‘“‘com-
mitted violations of human rights
and atrocities in flagrant viola-
tion of internationai law and Unit-
ed Nations resolutions™.

Late yesterday, the Portuguese

Jre

Mr Soares: an
situation”

“intolerable
in East Timor.

Foreign Ministry summoned all
diplomats in Lisbon and told them
of the Government's concerns
over the Dili killings. It requested
accredited governments to con-

Condemnation
as 1nqu1ry urged

persuasive approach. The oniy
order is: To kill or to be killed,”
the daily ‘Media Indonesia’
quoted the regional army com-
mander, Brigadier Sintong Pan-
jaitan, as saying.

An army spokesman told
another daily, ‘Berita Buana’, that
the incident started when the
army discovered that more than
100 undercover separatists, car-
rying Portuguese-made G-3 rifles
and grenades, had gone to Dili to
join the mourners.

He said East Timor's deputy
military commander, referred to
only as a victim in an eariier
army statement, had died.

“You can imagine what the sol-
diers would do if they saw thelr
commander die,” he said.

Diplomats said Indonesia, try-
ing to become a leading voice in
international politics, had seri-
ously embarrassed itself with the
incident in East Timor, where its
rule is still not internationally

demn Ind ian h rights
violations and to press Jakarta to
end its occupation of East Timor.

An informed source said the
Government would try to con-
vince the US administration to ac-
cept a diplomatic settlement on
East Timor's sovereignty, involv-
ing Portuguese, Indonesian and
Timorese representatives.

In Jakarta, Indonesian mlhtary
officials said the troops in Dili
moved in only after “persuasive™
altempts to break up a demon-
stration failed and soldiers were
attacked.

“The authorities will never be
in any doubt about taking tough
action against any abuse of our

recogn

“Internationally it won't be
easy for Indonesia. Ali (Alatas,
the Foreign Minister) will be spit-
ting blood,” one said.

Mr Alatas is among the hope-
fuls to be UN Secretary-General
after Mr Perez de Cuellar's term
ends this year.

Diplomats said it was too soon
to say whether there would be
any sanctions against Indonesia,
although several expressed shock
at the possible number of dead.

“I didn’t expect it to be that
bad. We have to do something
now. If we don't we might as well
never do anvthing,” one said.

— Reuter, AFP

The Age, 14 November 1991

Muted reaction reflects ASEAN sensitivity

By staff reporters

THE muted response of Indone-
sla's South-East Asian neighbours
to the Timor tragedy reflected the
sensitivities of ASEAN countries
that “are very reluctant to comment
on each other's affairs”, Western
diplomats in Kuala Lumpur said
yesterday.

In a typical response, a spokesman
for the Foreign Ministry and Prime
Minister's office in Thailand said
there had been no statement about
the incident and none was expected.

Many newspapers in the region
emphasised Australia’s prominent
role in leading international con-
demnation of the massacre, al-
though most led their coverage with
the official Indonesian view of
events.

The Bangkok Post newspaper, in a
front-page story headlined Jakarta
to probe Timor bloodbath, high-
lighted the call by the Prime Minis-

ter, Mr Hawke, for a full investiga-
tion.

‘The “long and serious” discussions
of the Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Senator Evans, with his Indonesian
counterpart, Mr All Alatas, during
an economics gathering in Seoul
were also reported.

‘The Thai paper suggested tension
increased in East Timor after an un-
named Australian journalist was ex-
cluded from a party accompanying a
Portuguese parliamentary mission.

‘The visit to the former Portuguese
colony, scheduled for last week, was
cancelled as a result.

‘The Singapore Straits Times car-
ried a report yesterday, headlined
Jakarta promises full probe into E
‘Timor shooting.

The story began with 12 par-
agraphs from its Jakarts corre-
spondent presenting the ofiicial In-
donesian view of events from the

Forelgn Ministry and the Antara
news agency.

This was followed by eight par-
agraphs of wire agency copy on Aus-
tralian reaction, followed by a par-

gagraph each on United Nations, US
and Portuguese response.

In Kuala Lumpur, English lan-
guage dallies gave varying promi-
nence to the story.

The New 8traits Times front-page
story was headlined Jakarta Blames
Fretilin for Killings.

The Star newspapar used wire ser-
vice reports for a story printed in its
South-East Asia Regional News sec-
tion, headlined Jakarta to Probe E
‘Timor Shooting.

No Kuala Lumpur newspaper car-
ried specific references, other than
those in agency stories, to the New
Zealand citizen of Malay back-
ground kllled in the shootings.

Further afleld, Japanese and South
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non-
fact that Japan is the largest single
aid donor to Indonesia.

A counsellor at the foreign min-
istry in Tokyo summoned an Indo-

* nesian embassy official and told him

that if reports that more than 50
people were killed were true “it is
quite a matter of regret”.

* Japanese newspapers carried brief
reports about the incident on
Wednesday and yesterday, but
editorial writers ignored the issue
completely.

The same was true in Seoul, where
South Korean newspapers also re-
ported the incident only briefly.

In Hong Kong, The South China
Morning Post provided the most ex-
tensive coverage with a front-page
story headlined Slaughter in East
Timor ‘Deliberate and Unprovoked’,
a full page inside and an editorial

concluding that “Jakarta needs to
act quickly to improve its human
rights record if it is to restore its
credibility”.

Its opposition, The Standard,
placed the story on page 18, head-
lined East Timor Massacre To Be
Probed.

Yoshihiro Otsu, the respected Aus-
tralian correspondent for Japan's
biggest-selling daily newspaper,
Yomiuri Shimbun, said he had only
sent a small story to Toyko outlining
the matters of fact from Australia’s
point of view.

“It may not recelve as much promi-
nence in Japan but news value of a
particular story is always commen-
surate to the distance from the
home country,” he said.

— Reporting from Paul Hunt,

Bangkok; Matthew Franklin, Seoul;

Richard Vines, Hong Kong

The Australian, 15 November 1991




Growing use
of torture

in E Timor,
says Amnesty

“We do acknowledge there are con-
tinuing problems (in East Timor),
although the trend over that whole
period has been towards improve-
ment.” — The Foreign Minister,
Senator Evaas, 31 October 1991,

“It (Amnesty International) is partic-
ularly concerned by an accelerating
pattern of short-term detention,
torture and ill-treatment of alleged
political opponents . ..” — Amn:
international, 7 August 1991.

When Amnesty International intro-
duced its submission on East Timor to
a United Nations committee in' August
it welcomed Indonesia’s moves to-
wards 8 more active role in inter-
national human rights.

From there on Amnesty’s submis-
sion parted from the more optimistic
view taken by Senator Evans, It
plunged into a gruesome litany of re-
cent human rights abuses by Indone-
stan authorities against the people of
their annexed territory.

*“Serious violations have continued
to occur in East Timor over the last
year,” Amnesty told the UN special
committee on decolonisation.

It was concerned by the accelerat-
ing pattern of torture and ill-treat-
ment, and by persistent reports of ex-
trajudiclal executions, hundreds of
unresolved cases of ‘‘disappearance”
and the continued imprisonment of at
{east nine alleged Fretilin supporters
after trials Amnesty belleved were
unfair.

Amnesty sald that human rights
abuse, which It had reported on previ-
ously, “bhas accelerated in the past
year”. In Amnesty's view, “it appears
to be part of a systematic strategy to
silence real or suspected political op-
ponents of the Government and to ob-
tain political inteliigence through co-
ercion and intimidation"”. .

More than 400 people had been de-
tained since late 1988 — at least 200
of them since early last year — for
alleged invol nt in pro-ind
dence political activities.

They were heid for periods ranging
from a few hours to several weeks, in
-detention centres seldom seen by vis-
iting journalists or government deje-
gations; )

MARK METHERELL reports on a
recent Amnesty International
document on human rights abuses in
East Timor.

Many detainees were tortured or
{ll-treated. “The forms of ill-treat-
ment and torture alleged include
beatings with iron bars, batons, fists
and lengths of cable and bamboo,
burning with lighted cigarettes, sexu-
al molestation and rape, slashing with
razor blades, food deprivation, im-
mersion for long periods in fetid
water, death threats and electrocu-
tion.”

Amnesty also told the UN commit-
tee that at least 30 people and possi-
bly many more were killed by Indo-
nesian security forces in 1980 and
early 1991 in apparent extrajudicial
executions.

Amnesty said that the Indonesian
Government had been reluctant to re-
spond substantively to detailed alle-

tions of human rights violations in
g.n Timor. It had questioned the
political motives of those, including
Amnesty, which had reported them
and claimed that security officials ac-
cused of violations had been brought
to justice. .

“Yet, to date, Amnesty Inter-
national does not know of a single
police or mllitary officer who has
been convicted of torture, extrajudi-
cial execution or any other serlous
humen rights offence committed in
East Timor.” N

A spokesman for the Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade Department said yes-
terday that when the Government Is
toid of cases of human rights abuse, it
refer them to the Austraiian embassy
in Jakarta. It checks the claims with
both the Indonesian Government and
with non-government sources such as
human rights groups.

Where, after assessment of often
conflicting accounts, the claims were
beiieved to involve grave breaches,
the Government would express its se-
rious concern to the Indoneslan Gov-
ernment.

The Age, 16 November 1991

US sends
diplomatic
team to

investigate

By correspondents in Washington and Jakarta

A TEAM from the United
States embassy in Jakarta,
Indonesia, would go to East
Timor today to assess the
situation there after Indone-
sian soldiers fired at a
demonstration for indepen-
dence, State Department
spokesman Mr Richard
Boucher said yesterday.

Both Houses of Congress
were expected today to pass
motlons condemning the kil-
lings. The detail of the mo-
tions was still subject to nego-
tiation last night.

Mr Boucher said the State
Department was gratified by
the Indonesian Government's
promise to investigate.

“We're making our very serl-
ous concern known to the
Government in Jakarta and
by calling in the Indonesian
ambassador here in Washing-
ton,” Mr Boucher said.

The Indonesian ambassa-
dor, Mr Abdul Rachman
Ramly, was seeing Mr Ken-
neth Quinn, deputy assistant
secretary of State.

“We're urging a prompt and
complete investigation, fol-
lowed by appropriate disci-
plining of those determined to
have used excessive force,”
Mr Boucher continued.

“In addition, our embassy in
cakarta is sending a team to
East Timor early tomorrow to
assess the situation. We be-
lieve that nothing that may
have taken place could justify
a military reaction of this
magnitude, resulting in such
a large foss of life by unarmed
clvillans.™

Mr Boucher said he agreed
with Senator Ciaiborne Pell,
chairman of the Foreign Re-
lations Committee, who con-
demned the killing. Senator

Pell also asked for a cut in US
military aid to Indonesia.

Mr Boucher said the Bush
administration had asked for
$US2.3 million ($2.94 million)
for training Indonesian mili-
tary personnel this year.

“We think that a continued
and well-focused military as-
sistance program for Indone-
sia can contribute to the pro-
fessionalisation of the Indo-
nesian military, and these
kinds of programs expose the
trainees to democratic ideas
and  humanitarian  stan-
dards,” he said.

In Jakarta, the Indonesian
press called yesterday for an
impartial and thorough inves-
tigation into the shooting.

But editorials in the Jakarta
press did not question that
the former Portuguese colo-
ny, which Indonesia unilater-
ally delared its 27th province
in 1976, was definitely part of
the world's fifth most-
populous country.

“As far as Indonesia is con-
cerned, after all, East Timor is
a legitimate part of Indone-
sia,” said the English-
language Jakarta Post dally,

‘which is belleved to follow the

Government’s line on most
issues.

“Nevertheless, it is impor-
tant to the restoration of In-
donesia’s credibility that the
impartiality of the investiga-
tion be guaranteed and that
the inquiry be held promptly,”
it said.

The ruling Golkar party
newspaper, Suara Karya, said
the Dili incident had a nega-
tive impact on the image of
Indonesia abroad which could
“rapidly have wide implica-
tions if we do not expedi-
tiously take neutralising
actions".

AP, AFP

Weekend Australian, 16-17 November 1991



US confirms Dili toll of 100

BETWEEN 75 and 100 civili- breakdown of mlhlary iSci-  said had been killed in the

__REACTION |
ans were killed in the Novem- pline. massacre.

Sunday ber 12 Dili massacre by the In- ~ “The team heard several re-  Indonesian military officlals
#The Indonesian Government donesian army, the State De- ports that the stabbing of an yesterday reiterated that a full
announces a seven-member partment in Washington sald Indonesian army major at inquiry would be held into the
commission, headed by Supreme yesterday after a three-day some point prior to the shoot- massacre. But they also con-

g visit to East Timor by Un“ed ings at a cemetery may have tinued to stonewall on the ex-

Court Judge Jaelani, to probe last | Stater offiotaly, m
s sparked the violence,” said the pmdlng list of contradictions
week’s shootings In East Timor. And Australian officiala con- deputy spokesman of the State official of
firmed last night that the toll Department, Mr Richard the massacre and the subse-
Monday om Iast week's massacre in Boucher. quent events, and independent

t Timor was more than 50 “However, almost all of the witness reports.

m Unions set up an officiai picket o A The commander of the
the Indonesian embassy in “D‘:."m Indonesia’s official oo sources concluded that armed forces, General Try
Canberra. estimates of only 19 killed rious breakdown of military yes-

when troops opened fire on discipline, disproportionate to $eTday reports of a second

R A British television station massacre of up to 80 witnesses

broadcasts footage showing protesiers, there are fears in any threat actually posed by he kill b i

Indonesian security forces opening Canberra that the final toll the crowd, and we agreed with 0 the killingy, saying: “This s

fire in East Timor. may yet exosed 100, that judgment.” really crasy ... it s really a
t is understood Jakarta ann -

s Canada announces a review of I§’ hn“ made an ::pom:lt con- cldg: with L:m:‘of : :::_ But General Sutrisno's credi-

aid to Indonesla. ey tfrecing to allow olution by a US senate com- glvl::{er:‘:y::dtlhhd::‘:k‘edur
e DA Cross Presi-

Tuesday access to the :n::nded in Dill. ::’:‘: euﬁ.ll,l::f‘. '::; n';';:e fm.'l‘ he was quoted in a speech to

The findings contradict the Nati 11 graduntes of a military acad-
8The Prime Minister, Mr Bob official Indonesian toll of 15 e massame "0 "0 Cmy as saying: “People who.

Hawke, says a planned visit to dead, suggesting & comprehen- refuse to toe the line have to
Jakarta next year hinges on the sive army coversup. . Uﬂo:“:}’?,':'m:,':'. Democtatic e shot.” )
Indonesian 90vernment 'S response The US team found the mas- opposition movement, pub- Australia may back UN role in
to last week’'s massacre. sacre represented a serious lished a list of 30 people who it Timor — Page 5
 Australia urges Indonesia to allow
the International Red Cross to visit
the casualties of the Dili shootings’
and offers medical supplies and
personnel to help with their
treatment.

mIndonesian police arrest about 5y
East Timorese activists after a
demonstration in Jakarta.

W An Australian diplomat sent to
investigate the massacre reports .
there is no doubt kiliings did take
piace and that the Indonesian
military used excessive force.

B A US Senate committee on
foreign relations approves a
resolution urging the President, Mr
George Bush, to press fora UN -
probe in East Timor. Legislators
also called on the president to
introduce another UN resolution

Pope sends protest
L ot e or i over Dili massacre

The Australian, 21 November 1991

EC governments and the United
Nations to impose an arms
embargo on Indonesia.

8 The Netherlands Government
suspends new ald to Indonesla.

® About 150 protesters from the
Government-endorsed Indonesian
workers’ union, SPSI, and a pro-
Government youth group
demonstrated for an hour outside
the Australian embassy, in
Jakarta's main street.

Friday

mThe Australlan Workers Unlon
bans Indonesian ships from the
port of Melbourne,

= The Indonestan Vice-President
Sudharmono tells the outgoing
Dutch ambassador “he personally
would see to it that the
investigation (into the

massacre)
would be thorough and objective”.

The Sunday Age, 24 November 1991

jured in Dili.

. Human rights groups and Western
witnesses, who accuse the military of
firing without provocation, said be-
tween 30 and a 100 were killed.

’ ths could
Wednesday Vatican City, y nz':emmnedmz d’om the deal
e Portuguese Frime Minster, “Tne Holy See did not miss the occa-
Mr Anibal Cavaco Siiva, criticises HE Pope has formally protested 00t gre "t ionte'or'all the Ti-
international “hypocrisy” in the I to the Indonesian Government :noreu to soclal peace, fundamental
East Timor conflict, and calls on over the massacre of civilians in liberty, thelr own geerls!ous and cultur-
the United States and the Vatican to the East Timor capital, Dili, on 12 lden'uty and human rights,” the pa-
take a firmer stand on the issue. November, 1 spok said
®United States officlais stud The Vatican sald today that it haq P2} SPokesman sa'c.
the massacre say the incldent was a_ taken a “diplomatic step” to protest He said the “painful events of last 12
serious breakdown of military against the brutal repression of inde-  November profoundly struck the Holy
discipline. pendence demonstrations in East See”, which, he said, reacted immedi-
Timor. ately with a “formal diplomatic step
Thursday A papal spokesman, Mr Joaquin Na-  deploring the violence and asking the
# The International Press Institute varro, ssid the Vatican had taken a  competent authoritles to determine
protests to the Indonesian “diplomatic step” to condemn the vio-  the truth, to condemn the abuses and
Government about assaults by lent repression of the funeral mass Punish those responsible”.
troops on two US journalists, and independence demonstration in The papal spokesman said the Vati-
s East Timor's military the provincial capital of Dili. can isin full sympathy with the church
commander refuses to yleld to Red ' He said that the Pope had recently  of Djlj and “reatfirms its condemna-
Cross demands for permission to reminded the new Indonesian ambas-  tjon of the recourse to violence . ..asa
visit those wounded in the sador to the Vatican of the need to  golution to soclel conflicts.”
massa guarantee the rights of all Timorese.
cre. The Indonesian Government says 19 T‘::np"g“'ﬁ the m"t’;‘d leader
8 The European Parilament urges . tov mor r the annex-
people were killed and 91 were in ation when he went to the former Por-

tuguese colony during an October 1989
trip to Indonesia.

Assoclated Press

The Sunday Age, 24 November 1991
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PNG stays
silent

on Dili
massacre

By MARY-LOUISE O°CALLAGHAN,
South Pacific

Honlara, Friday

The Papua New Guinea parlia-
ment has thrown out a motion
condemning the Dili massacre
after the Deputy Prime Minister,
Mr Akoka Doi, warned against
interfering in the internal affairs
of Indonesia.

Mr Dol said PNG enjoyed good
relations with Indonesia, and
these should not be jeopardised.

“As far as [ am concerned the
motion will destroy the good rela-
tionship between Papua New
Guinea and Indonesia,” he said.

A Port Moresby MP, Mr David
Unagl, who moved the motion,
sald earlier that the Namaliu
Government appeared to be cow-
ardly by remaining silent on the
killings by Indonesian troops.

Many overseas countries had
condemned the killings and yet
“we, the nearest neighbor have
been very quiet indeed,” Mr Unagi
sal

d.

“When there are troubles in
New Caledonia or other areas we
scream aloud and let the whole
world know we disagree. And yet
when we have similar problems
next door of similar magnitude, or
more, we get a deafening silence
from out of the Government.”

The defeated motion would
have said that the Parllament
“deplores the reports of recent
atrocities committed by Indonesia
in East Timor”.

Earlier in the week, the PNG
Prime Minister, Mr Rabbie Nama-
Hu, declined to comment on the
massacre.

Mr Namaliu said be was waiting
to be briefed by PNG Foreign
Affairs Department officlals and
did not want to comment on what
be had read in the papers.

“l read that the Indonesian
Government will set up a special
commission to investigate the kill-
ings. It's a matter for them to deal
with and resolve,” be said.

PNG, which shares a land

border with Indonesia that runs
the length of the igland of New
Guinea, has enjoyed an improving
relationship with Indonesia in
recent years.
@ Mr Namallu has foreshadowed
a tough new stance against people
who use blackmalil to pursue com-
pensation cialms in Papua New
Gulnea.

Mr Namallu sald the PNG
Government was congidering new
laws to stop landowners from
threatening sabotage and disrup-
tion in their compensation claims.

1661 12quaaoN /7 ‘a3y ayf

PNG goes
in softly
over Dili
massacre

By MARY-LOUISE O’CALLAGHAN,
South Pacific correspondent,
Honlara, Tuesday
The Papua New Guinea Government
today condemned the Dili massacre
in East Timor, two weeks after the
killings took place.

The PNG Prime Minister, Mr Rab-
ble Namalju, told Parliament today
that his Government condemned “the

atrocities committed” but added PNG-

still considered it an internal matter
for Indonesia to resolve.

“Anybody who believes in human
rights would obviously have to abhor
and condemn any atrocities commit-
ted by anyone . .. We, of course, con-
demn the atrocities that have been
committed,” Mr Namaliu said.

“But we are, at the same time,
pleased that the President (Subarto)
has himself set up an inquiry . . . into
this situation in East Timor.”

Mr Namaliu’s comments contrast
with the stance taken by PNG's depu-
ty P:me Minister, Mr Akoka Dol, last
wee

Speaking against a motion to con-
demn the massacre, Mr Dol warned
that PNG could destroy its relation-
ship with Indonesia and he ensured
the motion was defeated.

Later today, the Foreign Minister,
Sir Michael Somare, announced that
he had w:l‘uen ;.o his Indonegian coun-
terpart, Mr Ali Alatas, requesting a
briefing on the events in Diil,

Sir Michael's statement, which con-
demned “the brutal killing of any per-
sons”, also reiterated that it was an
internal matter for Indonesia and
applauded President Subarto’s moves
to investigate the incident.

“Although we condemn the brutal
killing of any persons, regardless of
their ethnic, religious or political
ideologies, the incident in Dill is an-
internal - matter for Indonesia ta
resolve,” he said.

“The Government of Papua New' -
East,

Guinea continues to

Timor as an integral part of the Re?

public of Indonesia and therefore, it

has refrained from making any hasty

statements on the incident.”

" PN(;:’I 'I?me{.l:z troubled rela-
onship with Indonesia, especiaily.

along their common border, has been:

steadily improving during Sir

Michael’s term as Forelgn Minister,

The Namalu Government's own'
difficulties with a secession move~
ment on Bougainville Island has also,
given Port Moresby a good deal more
insight into Jakarta’s position.

In a separate statement to Parlla-
ment today, Mr Namaliu warned that
if successtul, the Bougaluville seces-
sion movement could lead to the dis-
integration of PNG.

“If we aliow Bougainville to secede.
simply because they are different,
then my people (the Tolal) may as
well ask for the same thing and the
Seplk people might ask for the same,
thing,” he said. “You will opea up the
floodgates for this country to disinte-
grate into 700 different nations.”




UN investigators to
probe Dili massacre

By foreign affairs writer TONY PARKINSON and AAP

AS Indonesia’s national commission
of inquiry began taking evidence in
East Timor yesterday on the Novem-
ber 12 massacre, the United Nations
signalled it was planning to send a
mission into the province to conduct
its own investigation.

The move was foreshadowed yes-
terday by the UN secretary-general,
Mr Javier Perez de Cuellar, who told
reporters in Madrid: “I have the
necessary facilities from the Indone-
sian Government and would like to
send a totally independent and im-
partial mission to present me with a
report for the benefit of the interna-
tional community on what has hap-
pened in East Timor.”

There was no official response re-
ported from Jakarta but Mr Perez
de Cuellar's indication that Indone-
sia had agreed to the proposal of a
separate UN fact-finding mission
would mark a significant shift by
the Suharto Government.

Fact-finding
mission

Indonesia still maintains just 19
people were killed and 90 wounded
when troops opened fire on mour-
ners at the Santa Cruz cemetery
outside the capital. It also claims
that its troops were provoked by
pro-independence demonstrators.

But independent estimates sug-
gest the death toll was much higher,
with intelligence assessments avail-
able to the Australian Government
claiming 75 or more people were kil-
led in the incident.

In another twist in Jakarta's re-
sponse to the massacre, Indonesia’s
Defence Minister, General Benny
Moerdani, has said he would not be
opposed to screening video footage
of the massacre on Indonesian
television.

“If the press have the recordings,
please tell me. It can be broadcast on
television,” General Moerdani was
repclv(rted as saying in Jakarta this
week.

Film of the massacre taken by
British cameraman Mr Max Stahl
has already been shown in Europe,
North America and Australia.

Meanwhile, East Timorese demon-
strators complied last night with re-
quests by Northern Territory police
to remove protest signs and candles
from Darwin's - Indonesian consul-
ate. They plan to continue their pro-
test outside the consulate.

AAP reports that the president of
the ACTU, Mr Martin Ferguson,

esterday spllt with sections of the

bour movement when he urged
unions not to rush into taking in-
dustrial action against Indonesia
over the Dili massacre.

His comments, on the eve of a
meeting of the ACTU's interna-
tional affairs committee today, put
him at loggerheads with the Victo-
rian and Northern Territory trades
and labour councils.

Both counclls have strongly con-
demned the massacre and backed
industrial action directed at Indone-
sian interests in Australia.

The secretary of the Victorian
Trades Hall Council, Mr John Hal{-
penny, sald yesterday he would urge
the ACTU committee, of which he is
a member, to adopt a national cam-
paign of bans and boycotts.

Mr Ferguson, on the other hand,
said Indonesia had one last chance
to “put 1ts house in order” through a
full, independent investigation.

Mr Halfpenny told journalists that
the Victorian, West Australian,
South Australian, ACT and North-
ern Territory councils were in
favour of action over East Timor.

Mr Halfpenny's comments fol-
lowed a meeting of Victorian trans-
port, maritime and building unions
which endorsed boycott action
against Indonesia.

The Australian Workers Union
has already imposed bans at the
Port of Melbourne on Indonesian
ships and cargo, and Victorian
unions and community groups are
planning a picket of the city office of
Indonesia’s Garuda Airlines.

The Australian, 29 November 1991
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EAST TIMOR

At least 100
killed in
Dili: Church

Jakarta, Saturday

NDONESIAN troops killed more

than 100 anti-Indonesian demon-

strators in East Timor on 12 No-
vember, a fact-finding team from the
Catholic Church said yesterday, citing
witness reports.

The account by officials of the Bish-
ops’ Conference of Indonesia contrast-
ed sharply with testimony by Armed
Forces Commander General Try Su-
trisno. He told a partiamentary hear-
ing on Wednesday that 19 people died
in the shootings and 91 were injured.

The fact-finding mission said eye-
witnesses testified they saw dead bod-
fes being dragged by Indopesian
troops and dumped  into walting
trucks. About three truck loads of bod-
ies were counted.

“There are those who said three
truck loads and there are others who
said more than 100,” the team said In
an announcemeat

“Many families still do not know
whether their husbands, sons, rela-
tives are still allve, because there are
still many being treated in the military
hospital and that the patients were not
allowed to receive visitors,” the
release said. .

The fact-finding mission also said
the military had buried the dead in an
unknown place and that the families
were not notified.

The mission’s conclusions are close
to those of Indonesian human rights
groups and Western witnesses, who
have said the death toll ranged from
50 to more than 100. They said troops
opened fire on defenceless students.

- In his testimony, the general said
the troops opened fire on the demon-
strators in self-defence after firing
warning shots into the air during the
pro-independence protest in DIll.

Yesterday’s repori questioned that
statement, asking why it was neces-
sary to incur so many deaths In an act
of seif-defence.

The statement, however, expressed
doubts about a report from Lisbon al-
leging a second massacre by the army
following the bloodshed.

“We regret the moral Integrity, dig-
nity and credibllity of the nation is put
at stake In the International world, be-

ceuse of the action of a group of
armed forces,” the report concluded.

The report follows the announce-
ment of an investigation to be conduct-
ed by a commission formed by
President Soeharto.

Meanwhile, the head of the Inter-
aational Commission of the Red Cross
(ICRC), Mr Pierre Pont, said in Dili
that the Red Cross finally has been
allowed to meet the injured victims of
the incident at the army hospital.

Mr Pont declined to give details on
the oumber and condition of the pa-
tients but said, “We have been allowed
to carry out our work at the military
hospital ™
u In Lisbon, a spokesman for the East
Timorese resistance said today that
Indonesian forces were continuing to
crack down on suspected supporters
of independence.

Mr Jose Ramos Horta said dozens of
people have been killed, beaten or ar-
rested since the 12 November
massacre.

Mr Remos Horta is spokesman for
the Timorese National Resistance
Council, an umbrella group that in-
cludes various Timorese nationalist
groups.

Meanwhlle, UN Secretary General
Javier Perez de Cuellar said today the
UN was negotiating with the Indone-
sian Government to send a team to
investigate allegations of human
rights abuse in East Timor.

Speaking to Portuguese journalists
at the start of a private visit to the
northern city of Oporto, Mr Perez de
Cuellar said the shooting in Dili was “a
horrible thing”.

He added that it was now important

to “work so that the Timorese people
can have the government and legis-
fation they desire”.
@ The Indonesian commission investi-
gating the massacre visited the bullet-
scarred cemetery today to try to
reconstruct the event.

“We wanted to see the place where
1t happened,” sald Djaelani, the soft-
spoken Supreme Court judge who is
heading the Government inquiry into
the shootings.

Assoclated Press
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UN seeks
go-ahead
for Timor
mission

By correspondents in Jakarta, Lisbon and Dili

A SPECIAL United Na-
tions envoy left Lisbon for
Jakarta yesterday to negoti-
ate with Indonesian authori-
ties over the dispatch of a
UN fact-finding mission to
East Timor to investigate
the November 12 massacre
in the territory’s capital,
Dili.

UN secretary-general Mr
Javier Perez de Cuellar told
journalists after meeting the
Portuguese Prime Minister,
Mr Mario Soares, that the
envoy was Mr Amos Waco,
the chairman of a UN
commission on summary
execution.

But the governor of East
Timor, Mr Mario Viegas Car-
rascalao. said he opposed the
UN plan to send a team be-
cause it could spark further
riots.

However, the Indonesian
government commission in-
vestigating the shootings said
in Dili yesterday it was having
trouble getting withesses to
talk.

“It is not so easy to meet
them (witnesses and relatives
of victims) and to ask them.
Will they explain openly? It's
quite a problem forus ... It is
not easy to open their
mouths,” Justice Djaelani of
the Supreme Court, who is
leading the inquiry, said.

Justice Djaelani said an-
other problem for the com-
mission was the division of
the people of Dili into factions
for and against integration
with Indonesia.

“If one group gives informa-
tion to us about the other
group. the other group will re-
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port to the police,” he said.

“If the people we meet go
missing, who will guarantee
(their safety)?”

A fact-finding team from
the Catholic Church said at
the weekend that more than
100 demonstrators were killed
in the massacre, and three
truckloads of bodies were
counted after the shooting.

The account by officials of
the Bishops Conference of In-
donesia contrasted sharply
with testimony by Armed For-
ces Commander General Try
Sutrisno. He told a parlia-
mentary hearing on Wednes-
day that 19 people died in the
shootings and 91 were injured.

The fact-finding mission
said witnesses testified they
saw dead bodies being drag-
ged by Indonesian troops and
dumped into waiting trucks.

“There are those who said
three truck loads and there
are others who said more
than 100,” the team said in an
announcement.

“Many families still do not
know whether their hus-
bands, sons, relatives are still
alive.” .

The fact-finding mission
also said the military had bur-
jed the dead in an unknown
place and that the families
were not notified.

The statement expressed
doubts about a report from
Lisbon alleging a second mas-
sacre by the army after the
bloodshed.

Mr Carrascalao released at
the weekend more than 300
pages of documents and six
photographs on the bloody in-
cident to the government-
appointed Investigation team.

AP, AFP, UFI, Reuters

UN, Jakarta in
talks on killings

By MARK METHERELL
and Agence Frence-Presse
The United Nations has held talks
with Indonesia on sending a
special envoy to East Timor to
investigate the Dili e, a
UN statement said yesterday.
The UN deputy secretary-
general for human rights, Mr Jan
Martenson, had been in contact
with Jakarta over the visit, the
statement said.

The UN Secretary-General, Mr
Javier Perez de Cuellar, hoped
that his envoy, a Kenyan lawyer,
Mr Amos Wako, would be able to
leave for Jakarta early this month,
the statement said. It quoted a UN
spokesman, Mr Francols Giulanl.

The Australian Government is
believed to have urged the Indone-
silan  Govi

ider UN invol t in the
investigation into the massacre.
In a separate move, the Prime
Minister, Mr Hawke, yesterday
broke with Government practice
and met East Timorese resistance
movement leaders, who urged him
to drop Australla’s recognition of
Indonesia’s sovereignty over East
Timor, which it annexed in 1975.
The meeting was cut to 10
minutes because of Mr Hawke’s
other commitments, but the dele-
gation had two hours of talks with
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HAWKE GIVES TIMORESE
TEN MINUTES

frﬁr %

INDONESIANS GIVE
TIMORESE TEN MINUTES

the Foreign Minister, Senator Ev-

24

ans.

The delegation leader, Mr Jose
Ramos-Horta, said the group
appealed to Mr Hawke and Sena-
tor Evans to seize the “historic
opportunity” to redress the enor-
mous wrongs done to the East Ti-
morese and support their self-de-
termination.

There was no immediate reac-
tion from the Indonesian Govern-
ment to the UN’s announcement

On Monday, Indonesia’s Foreign
Ministry spokesman, Mr Suteja
Kartawijaya, said his country had
not had any contact with the UN
on the subject.

“If it Is true that the Secretary-
General wants to send an envoy to
Indonesia for a simple visit, we
maybe would accept it. But if he
wants to negotiate sending a fact-
finding mission to East Timor, the
problem would be different,” Mr
Suteja said. “It would be necessary
for Indonesia to agree.”

A Bandung newspaper, ‘Pikiran
Rakyat’, reported that a council
grouping Muslim, Catholic, Protes-
tant, Hindu and Buddhist religious
leaders declared iiself against an
investigative UN mission, judging
the Timor affair an internal mat-
ter.

The Australtan Government has
previously said that the Indone-
sian commission investigating the
12 November massacre, in which
an estimated 75 people died,
should be given a chance to prove
itself.

But Government sources last
night raised the possibility of Aus-
tralia supporting the concept of
UN officials assisting in the Indo-
nesian investigation.

Mr Hawke said yesterday that
the Government was trying to get
the UN involved “as much as we
can in the ongoing processes now”.
But he said Australia's recognition
of East Timor was “not in question
now"”,

Mr Ramos-Horta said the 16
years of occupation by Indonesia
had proved Australia’s policies on
East Timor to be wrong and un-
suitable. It was the same percep-
tions that had led the Australian

FROM PAGE ONE

Government to recognise Soviet
sovereignty of the Baitic States,
which were now independent.

Mr Ramos-Horta said that any
talk of Indonesian reconciliation
with East Timor while it remained
part of Indonesia showed naivete,
ignorance or stubbon persistence
with a failed policy.

“How can we expect to quickly
| ile with Ind i after
16 years of brutality. It’s simply
not on, we can’t accept it.”

He said there were ample
opportunities for Australia to take
a lead on the issue. He had just
returned from the European Par-
liament and London where
“people asked, What is Australia
going to do?” Mr Horta said.

Australia would not be alone if it
took the initiative to challenge
Indonesia. “Indonesia would be
alone.”

The vice-president of the Timor-
ese Democratic Union, Mr Joao
Carrascalao, who was in the dele-
gation, said he was bitterly disap-
pointed by the Government's posi-
tion, and descrtbed the meeting as
futile. Australia was out of step
with world trends on the Timor is-
sue.

Mr Ramos-Horta said the East
Timorese proposed a UN-spon-
sored team involving international
figures of standing such as a for-
mer United States President Mr
Jimmy Carter, South Africa’s
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and
the former Australian Governor-
General Sir Ninian Stephen.

“The whole talk of reconcilia-
tion in the context of an Indone-
sian republic is just totally unac-
ceptable, unrealistic, he said.”

The

Age, 4 December 1991
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FOR 16 years Ausiralia has been a
queasy onlooker to Indonesia’s incorpora-
tion of East Timor and brutal and heavy-
handed tactics by the Indonesian military
are nothing new.

But the reports of Tuesday's massacre at
the Santa Cruz cemetery have unleashed a
fresh bout of anger and revulsion in this
country at the behaviour of our largest
regional neighbour.

The tragedy of East Timor remsains the
single biggest obstacle in attempts by Can-
berra and Jakarta to bridge the gulf of mis-
understanding that for so long has made
full and effective relations awkward, if not
impossible. Although both governments
might wish otherwise, it continues to poison
the climate.

The Indonesian military's determination
to forcibly transform the former Portu-
guese colony into the Indonesian Republic’s
27th province has never been a pretty sight.
But, for Australian-Indonesian relations,
this latest demonstration of brute force
could not have come at a more inopportune
time.

The stark inhumanity involved — attested
to by horrifying but as yet unconfirmed ac-
counts of eyewitnesses — makes the vio-
lence in East Timor more visible than at
any time since.the 1970s. And the scale of
ugliness, with claims of up to 115 dead, is
something that Western governments, in-
cluding Australia, cannot lightly dismiss.

There will be calls for Australia to adopt a
sterner profile in registering its objections
with the Government of President Suharto.

There will be pressures to somehow pun-
ish the Indonesians for conduct viewed as
intolerable. The Australian Councll for
Overseas Aid called yesterday for the sus-
pension of all military aid.

And plans for a visit to Indonesia by

Prime Minister Bob Hawke — well ad-
vanced, with an itinerary pencilled in for
early February — will be under review,

Before it formulates its response, the Aus-
tralian Government has said it will await
Jakarta's explanation of the tragedy. There
are hopes the Suharto Government will
make a clean breast of the incident, admit
culpabflity and punish those responsible, .

But that may be overly optimistic. While
nobody in Canberra is putting the view that
this atrocity resulted from an explicit cen-
tral directive, there is strong evidence of
feuding at the highest levels of the Indon-
esian Government over policy towards East
Timeor.

One widely-held theory is that senior mili-
tary figures were determined to reassert
their control and lessen the influence of In-
donesia’s respected foreign minister, All
Alatas.

‘The posiponement of the Portuguese visit
prompted student unrest in Dili and ten-
sions were clearly heightening.

The alarm bells sounded on October 28
when two students were shot dead at the
parish church of Motael, outside Dili.

The Indonesian military claims the youths
died in a skirmish with rival “passers-by”.
But an Amnesty International report on
the incident cites wit insisting the
“passers-by” were, in fact, military intel-
ligence agents.

Indonesia’s military chief, General Try
Butrisno, visited Australia soon afterwards.
He held talks with Hawke as well as with
the chief of the Australian Defence Force,
General Peter Gration, and Defence Minis-
ter Robert Ray.

The deaths in East Timor were not offi-
cially raised with the general. Increased
military co-operation between Australia

¢This demonstration of brute force
could not have come at a worse time ?

According to this theory, the tug-of-war
with the decision to invite a Por-
tuguese parliamentary delegation to visit
the province. It was believed to be Alatas,
eager that Indonesia regain the complete
respect of the international community,
who pressed the case for permitting the del-
egation, consistent with his “open-door”
policy.

It is understood high-ranking generals
fought a rearguard action against the ini-
tiative and succeeded in having it stopped
by portraying the Portuguese mission as a
deliberate campaign to discredit Indonesia.
The presence of journalists in the Portu-
guese party was used as evidence to support
this argument.

and Indonesia was the main agenda item.

Did the Hawke Government err by not
taking up with Sutrisno the church shoot-
ings? It is a question that, in hindsight, will
be asked. For it was the memorial mass for
one of the two dead students — Sebastio
(Gomes) Rangel — which somehow erupted
into the 8anta Cruz massacre.

How exactly that happened remains un-
clear. The Indonesian military has claimed
that some of the mourners/protesters car-
rled guns and that an army officer had
been assaulted

Certainly, there was a Fretilin resistance
flag being displayed. Certainly, pro-
independence slogans were being chanted.
But some eyewitnesses have insisted the

Timor’s bloodbath a new blot
on relations with Indonesia

By foreigﬁ affairs writer TONY PARKINSON

mourners were unarmed and innocent civil-
ians, the victims of an unprovoked attack.

Canberra has reacted often and indig-
nantly to well-documented human rights
abuses in East Timor, most vigorously over
the deaths of five Australian journalists in
the 1870s. While it has never sought or con-
templated the reversal of Indonesia’s an-
nexation of East Timor 16 years ago, it has
continued — at least in its rhetoric — to take
issue with Jakarta on the steady flow of
claims about oppressive military activity in
the province.

The Suharto Government bristles at the
claims of extra-judicial executions and tor-
ture by its troops and traditionally has not
welcomed Australia’s close attention.

It regards internal security as entirely its
own business and the maintenance of
political stability as one of the military's
foremost priorities. If that involves suffo-
cating dissent in East Timor, it is done in
the name of national unity.

In his recent book on Australia’s foreign
policy, Foreign Affairs Minister Gareth
Evans described East Timor as the “recur-
ring irritant” in relations with Indonesia.

Desplte painstaking efforts over the past
three to four years to rebufld links — paliti-
cally, cuiturally, militarily and commercially
— the continuing strife in East Timor con-
tinues to influence heavily the atmospher-
ics of the relationship.

In his book, however, Evans expressed op-
timism that the relationship had been forti-
fied to the point where it could withstand
most flare-ups. He wrote: “The relationship
is 50 much more substantial that it is rea-
sonable to assume that only a very large
storm would seriously disturb it.”

This may now be put to the test. The
ripple of machinegun fire at Sante Cruz
sounds awiully like another clap of thunder.
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A lesson on
our doorstep

USTRALIA’S economic
problems are the mate-
rial manifestation of a

deeper cultural malaise
that stems from our psychological
dependence on the United States
and grows from a belief that we
cannot defend ourselves without
the support of “great and power-
ful friends”.

Further, we are a nation of im-
migrants so that more Australians
are concerned about what is hap-
pening in the Baltic states or Cro-
atia and Serbia than what is hap-
pening on our front doorstep in
Bougsainvilie or East Timor.

As important as the disputes in
Europe are, they are not as im-
portant strategically to Australia
as the civil war in Papua New
Guinea, the ongoing tensions on
the PNG/West Irian border, the
Kansk struggle for independence
in New Caledonia, Fijian apart-
heid, and the ongoing fight for in-
dependence by the East Timorese
and the murderous response by
the Indonesian army.

Thus, as the Dibb Report on
Australian defence in the mid-
1880s pointed out, any credible
threat to Australian security is
likely to come via the Indonesian
archipelago. Since then we have
been assiduous in cutting aid to
PNG, so exacerbating the ability
of the central Government to
maintain its authority.

Strategic realities for Australia
have not changed much since the
1840s when Australia sent naval
ships to Noumea to expel the Vi-
chy Governor after Japan en-
tered the war and left 400 com-
mandos on East Timor to harass a
full division of Japanese troops.

The 12,000 troops Japan left on
Timor were not available for the
campaign to take Port Moresby
via the Kokoda trall, in which Ja-
pan unsuccessfully used one-and-
a-half divisions.

On Timor, the aptiy named
“sparrow force™ caused 1500 Jap-
anese casualties for the loss of 40
Australians. The real casualties
were suffered by the East Timor-
ese who lost 40,000 as the Japa-
nese wiped out whole villages sus-
pected of offering succor to the
Australians.

The Whitiam Government re-
paid Australia’s historic debt to
tnese brave people by indicating
tu the Indonesians in 1974 that we
wuuld not oppose a takeover, pro-
vided it was done nicely. The In-
doneslans responded with a mur-

, derous invasion inm November

1975.

5 7 Lz B

KENNETH DAVIDSON .
—

The five Australian journalists
who remained in East Timor to
witness the invasion were mur-
dered by the invasion forces. In
1978, the International Red Cross
and the Roman Catholic Church
estimated that between 100,000 to
200,000 of the estimated 700,000
East Timorese population before
the invasion were killed or died
as a result of the occupation.

No people in modern history
have been so comprehensively
betrayed by a people to whom
they were owed so much as the
East Timorese by the Australians.

Australia's betrayal grew out of
the general population’s ignor-
ance of its history. It was only the
tiny number of surviving soidiers
on Timor and their relatives who
understood Australia’s debt. This
was coupled with the ultimately
corrupting and impoverishing be-
lief held by most Australians that
this country is incapable of
defending liself. o

Even if the worst reports are
true and Indonesian soldiers
gunned down as many as 109 ci-
vilians in Dili in the latest inci-
dent, it is trivial by comparison to
the murderous behavior of the In-

donesian troops during and‘im-.

mediately after the 1875 invasion.

Yet this incident may have far
more adverse repercussions-for
the Indonesian Government than
any earlier atrocity.

1n 1875, the US was not interest-
ed. It followed that even informa-
tion about the murder of five Aus-
tralian journalists in Balibo,
which was available to the Aus-
tralian Government virtually in
“real time” because of its ability
to listen to Indonesian army radio
traffic to command headquarters
in Denpasar, was suppressed by
Australia because of the damage
this might do to the larger refa-
tionship between the two coun-
tries.

HE mistake the Indonesian

I army made this time
around was to murder ci-
viitans in front of two American

journalists and, even worse,
wound or rough them up.

The offence to US sensibilities,
which has led to 8 Washington ex-
pression of diplomatic regret, has
been the trigger for a similar dip-
lomatic protest by Australia.

How pathetic. Australia must
learn that Australia's interests
are not necessarily synonymous
with those of the US.

There has not been one issue in
which Australian and Indonesian
interests have clashed since Ag-
2us was signed in 1851, where the
US has sided with Australia rath-
er than Indonesia for perfectly
good reasons in terms of US-per-
ceptions of US national interests.

Similarly, the US fought -the
battle of the Coral Sea (and pre-
vented Japan Invading Port
Moresby, not the east coast of
Australia) because it was in the
interest of the US to do so, and
only incidentally because it was
in Australia's interests.

It is now in the interests of the
US (and the USSR) to pull back
from the Indian Ocean and the

South Pacitic, so that hopefully it
will become apparent that Aus-
tralia must begin to think how it
will confront its strategic and eco-
nomic probiems.

It is not in the interests of Aus-
tralia (or ASEAN) for the super-
power vacuum left by the US-and
USSR to be filied by China, ladia.
or Japan. )

That vacuum (or scope for e
glonal mischief-making) will be
minimised if potential trouble
spots such as East Timor and Bop.
gainville are resolved in a way
that satisfies the legitimate aspi-
rations of the local populations
rather than by occupation or
siege. t

The Age, 14 November 1991
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The killing of
Timorese clviiians
by indonesian
troops was terrible,
HAROLD CROUCH
says. But our
outrage won't
solve anything.

HE shooting of

dozens of Timorese

who had been to &
commemoration service
for 2 young man killed by
Indonesian security forces
a fortnight earlier again
highlights a fundamental
dilemma in Australia’s
foreign policy.

On the one hand Austra-
lia obviously benefits from
maintaining a good working
relationship with the gov-
ernment ©f our biggest
neighbor.

‘The last thing Australia
needs Is a hostile Indonesia
on our doorstep.

And, on a more positive
note, Australia and Indone-
sia have co-operated on ma-
jor international and
regional issues, such as
negotiations over the future
of world trade and the peace
settlement in Cambodia.

At 2 more mundane level,
the two countries gain from
working together on a host
of everyday issues involving
trade, transport, education,
health, and so on.

But, on the other hand,
Australians are often
“appalled” — to quote the
Prime Minister — by politi-
cal happenings in In-
donesia.

The Dill massacre is only
the most recent in a long
series of events which have
dogged the Australia-In-
donesia relationship.

Human rights issues have
often attracted the atten-
tion of Australian and other
critics of the Indonesian
Government.

NTIL the late 1970s

much of the focus was

on Leftist political
prisoners held on the island
of Buru in eastern In-
donesia.

In the early 1980s there
was a severe clamp-down on
Muslim dissidents. and in
the late 1980s several stu-
dents received sentences of
up to eight years for posses-
sing and circulating banned
books.

The.Indonesian takeover
of Irian Jaya from the
Dutch in the 1960s and the

@ Indonesia’s ormed forces chief, Generel Try Sutrisno . .

-

invasion of East Timor in
1975 were also met with
protests by Australians con-
cerned with human rights.

Indonesian military
operations against the Free
Papua Organisation in Irian
Jaya and Fretilin in East
Timor often resulted in kill-
ings and other abuses.

More recently, military
operations against rebeis in
the north Surnatran pro-
vince of Aceh have led to
refugees fleeing across the
Straits of Malacca to
Malaysia.

The dilemma for Austra-
lia is how to reconcile its
commitment to human
rights with its interest in
preserving at least a2 work-
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ry.
able relationship with the
Indonesian Government.

It is important for Austra-
lians to realise that Austra-
lia’s influence in Jakarta is
quite limited.

The Indonesian political
system is not going to be-
come more democratic be-
cause of Australian press-
ure. Nor is Indonesia going
to withdraw from East
Timor in response to Aus-
tralian protests.

This does not mean the
Australian Government
should not express its out-
rage at developments in
Timor, but it does mean we
should understand the
problem is not about to be
resolved.

We are going to have to

deal with the same authori-
ties about similar issues in
the future.

The Australian Senate
has protested “in the
strongest possible terms”
and called on Indonesia to
provide a full explanation of
what happened in Dili.

But this does not address
the fundamental issue. In-
donesia has no intention of
relinquishing East Timor,
while it is clear that much of
the Timorese population is
opposed to Indonesian rule.

F IT is very difficult to

imagine circumstances

in which Indonesia
would relinquish East
Timor, the next best thing
would be an arrangement
under which Jakarta
granted it a special status
with enhanced autonomy.

There is, of course, no
certainty that Jakarta
would accept such an
arrangement, but it seems a
possible compromise.

In reacting to the present
crisis in Timor, the Austra-
lian Government should be
careful to avoid using lan-
guage that offends not only
the “hard-liners” in the In-
donesian military, but also
those ‘Indonesians who
share our dismay over the
recent killings and seek
some compromise.

The massacre in DIli also
rajses serious questions
about the current thrust to-
wards increased security co-
operation with our south-
east Asian neighbors.

Australia’s concern is
with security against exter-
nal attack, but Indonesia's
preoccupation is with what
it calls “internal security”.

Should Australia be seek-
ing increased security co-
operation with a country
whose perception of “secur-
ity” is so different to ours?
Dr Haroid Crouch is & senior
lecturer in the Australian Na-
tional University’s Resesarch
School of Paclic Studies.




A tragedy overshadows closer trading ties

tutional crisis going on in
Canberra to launch its inva-
sion of East Timor.

Despite strong public concern
within  Australia, the response
from political leaders in Canberra
was first one of deafening silence,
tollowed by Prime Minister Fra-
ser’s push to paper-over the situa-
tion in the interests of not offend-
ing a powerful neighbor.

Some 16 years later, when the
situation in Timor is still clearly
not resolved, Australia’s economic
links with Indonesia have grown
considerably — particularly over
the past few years.

N 1975 Indonesia was able to
I take advantage of the consti-

This time around, Prime Minis-
ter Hawke, who was planning his
second official visit to Ind i

GLENDA KORPORAAL
L ]
the dynamic growth in the Indone-
sian economy, which has created
some very profitable opportunities
for Australian business. After the
big fatl in oil prices in 1986, Presi-
dent Suharto’s Government adopt-
ed a detiberate strategy of reduc-
ing the country’s economic
dependence on the petroleum in-
dustry.

The strategy included a wide-
spread easing of restrictions on

early next year, has begn quick to
speak publicly against the Dili
massacre.

But the stronger economic ties
mean there will aiso be strong
pressure on him to return to a
business-as-usual approach to Ja-
karta.

Total trade with Indonesia grew
by more than 30 per cent last year.
Australia exported some $1.3 bil-
lion worth of goods to Indonesia —
more than double that in 1988, Im-
ports from Indonesia were worth
$20 milllon in 1990..

But the big attraction has been

foreign i pening up the
country's banking system, mea-
sures to increase competition and
expand the country's manufactur-
ing sector. The economy has
grown more than five per cent a
year in the late '80s, rising to seven
per cent in 1990,

Australian companies have
been criticised for taking a long
time to wake up to the tremendous
growth potential in Indonesia — a
fact which is partly a result of the
Indonesian authorities’ prickliness
about Australian journalists cover-
ing the country. But over the past
few years many Australian pa-

nies have seen Indonesia as an ex-
citing new frontier.

More than 100 Austratian com-
panies are operating in Indonesia
— either through joint ventures or
representative offices. A whole
host of Australian gold mining
companies is operating in the
country while other companies

has been planning a big increase
in infrastructure investment (o
keep up with this growth. The ‘Far
Eastern Economic Review' esti-
mated in August that this could in-
volve spending some $US20 billion
over the next five years to build
power plants and possibly another
$US30 bitlion to $US40 biltion on

ication and oil and gas re-

are exploring the advantages of In-
donesian coal reserves. Mining gi-
ants such as CRA and BHP have
been expanding their operations
in Timor. Coca-Cola Amatil is ac-
tively marketing soft drinks in the
country and Coies Myer makes
shoes in Surabaya. The rapid de-
velopment has attracted Austra-
lian construction and engineering
companies such as Thiess Contrac-
tors, Transfield, Joha Holland and
Clough Engineering. Other Austra-
lian companies in Indonesia In-
clude BTR Nylex, Transfield,
Rheem, CIG and Westpac. The
State Electricity Commission of
Victoria was recently appointed
the lead technical consultant for a
World Bank study on the re-
structuring of Indonesia’s tin min-
ing industry.

Indonesia attracted a huge in-
flow of foreign investment in the
late '80s. Approvals for new for-
eign investment projects jumped
by more than 80 per cent last year
to some $USS billion.

The Ind ian Government

lated projects. Since then the Gov-
ernment has announced a tougher
line on new projects which will re-
quire offshore funding because of
the country’s foreign debt prob-
lem. But the trend is still obvious.

Esti are for Ind ia's
growth rate to continue at rates of
more than six per cent over the
next few years — a far brighter
picture than the two to three per
cent figures Australians can look
forward to when our economy
finally does recover.

LEARLY, it ail goes well,

there are some even bigger

opportunities for Australian
companies to make money in the
country.

In a recent survey of major in-
vestors, ‘AsiaMoney’ magazine
ranked Indonesia as the second
most attractive country, after Ma-
laysia, in the Asian region in terms
of expected returns from invest-
ment over the next five years. Aus-
tratia ranked well down in the sur-

vey at 11th place.

The business community has
been encouraging Hawke to fur-
ther improve ties with Ind i

the more risky countries in Asia in
which to invest over the next few
years — not as bad as Vietnam or

But the fact that we have more
at stake economically should be
no excuse for Canberra to quickly
turn a blind eye to the situation in
East Timor.

It is important for a Western
country such as Australia to ac-
cept the fact that Asian customs
and systems of government are
different.

But that does not mean that
gross human rights violations by
authorities should he ignored.
Other Western countries with con-
cerns over issues of human rights
and atrocities have been more
than active in making their views
known despite trade ties. Earlier
this year there was a huge debate
in Washington about human rights
violations in China with many con-
gressmen strongly opposing the re-
aewal of ils most favored trading
status with the US.

Foreign investors — who now
play a much bigger part in the In-
donesian economy — also closely
watch such political events, not so
much out of any great h com-

the Philippi but iderably
worse than Singapore, Australia
and New Zealand.

UT even before this week's
B events, ‘AsiaMoney’ was

warning foreign investors in
Indonesia to closely watch any vio-
lence in the run-up to the elections
in Indonesia next year for a “mea-
sure of underlying political stabil-
ity”.

Even before this week’s events,
Indonesia has been coming up
against some severe economic
constraints as a result of its frantic
dash for growth in the '80s. The
country's huge foreign debt — at
$USEG billion it Is one of the high-
est of any developed country —
was causing balance of payments
probiems and making lenders ner-
vous about future exposures. The
Government recently announced
plans to curb foreign borrowing.

it is too early to judge the eco-
nomic impact of this week's events
in East Timor. But it would be dan-
gerous — and in the longer term
Hy risky — for Austra-

passion but out of a concern to pro-
tect their own investments from
future potitical risk. .

The same ‘AsiaMoney’ survey
also classed Indonesia as one of

lia to allow what could be short-
term economic Interests to foster
a return to the bipartisan policy of
appeasement which followed the
events of 1875,

The Age, 15 November 1991
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A blind policy’s dead end in Dili

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

MARK BAKER

“The human rights situation has,
in our judgment, conspicuously
improved, particularly under the
current military arrangements.”
— Gareth Evans, Ball,

# February 1991

T about 8 am on Tuesday

morning, on the dusty,

dirt poor streets of Dili,

the human rights situa-

tion of the Timorese people con-

splcuously deteriorated. Under

the latest military arrangements

-— 8 barrage of M16 gunfire — doz-

ens of unarmed men, Women and

children died. With them should

also die the fiction that has under-

pinned Australian poticy on East
Timor.

The Dilt massacre has exposed
in an unequivocal way the brutal
reality of what has been happen-
ing In the former Portuguese terri-
tory for 18 years — and the trans-
parency ol efforts by successive
Australlan governments to ignore
or dismiss that reality in the quest
for a harmonious relationship with
Indonesia.

This was no Isolated incident, no
unhappy mistake. It was, by all
a ie evid a pr Jitat
ed use of extreme force inst

sToP THAT

AGGRESSIVE
GRIEF/

peaceful protesters by an army
that has, since the invasion of East
Timor In late 1975, enforced its
rule with a systematic program of
Intimidation, torture and murder.

It is the same army that killed
Australian newsmen Greg Shack-
leton, Tony Stewart, Malcolm Ren-
nle, Brian Peters and Gary Cun-
aingham at Balibo in October 1975
and, later, Roger East in Dili. The
same army respoasible for the
deaths of between 100,000 and
200,000 Timorese since then. The
same army that, according to
cases d ted by A
International, has carried out the
extra-judiclal executions of
another 30 Timorese since late
last year, and has imprisoned and
tortured hundreds more youths in
recent months.

HE only difference between

I this and several earlier
mass killings is that this

time iwo American journalisis
were there to document the (ruth
and made a miraculous escape to

tell the world. Their vivid testimo-
ny gives the lie to Jakarta's claims
that the troops were provoked.
They confirmed that the protest
was entirely peaceful, that a se-
nior military officer arrived mo-
ments before tbe shooting began
and that many of the victims were
shot in the back. A Red Cross
worker also on the scene has re-
ported thal the army opened fire
“without physical provocation”.

The response to the massacre
by military officlals in Jakarta has
shown onty token remorse and a
clear conviclion that such meth-
ods are justifiable.

The Indonesian armed forces
chief, General Try Sutrisno, has
expressed regret, but says it must
be realised that the opponents of
Indonesian rule are “brutal”. The
regional military commander,
Brigadier Sintong Panjaitan, is to-
tally unrepentant; “The authori-
ties will never be in any doubt
about {aking tough action against

any abuse of our persuasive ap-
proach. The only order is: to kill or
be killed.”

The massacre has ignited a dip-

lomatic time bomb for the Austra-

llan Government. After years of
intensive effort to stabilise our ac-
cident-prone relations with Indo-
nesla, the worst fears of the For-
eign Minlstry have been realised:
a violent eruption in East Timor
that will rekindle public outrage
towards Jakarta in Australia and
rend the veneer of normality in
the hilateral relationship.

The underlying probiem is that
Australia-Indonesla relations have
been been built on shatlow founda-
tions — from the Whitlam Govera.
ment’s acquiescence to the inva-
slon of East Timor, to the Fraser
Government's d¢€ jure recognition
of Indonesian sovereigaty in 1979
and the Hawke Government's dis-
regard for the continued abuse of
the Timorese people and denial of
thelr aspirations.

Perhaps there was nothing Aus-
tratia could do in 1875 in response
to Indonesia's decision to swallow
another nation, but our subsequent
appeasement — when the United
Nations has continued to deny le-
gitimacy to the takeover — has
been a shameful stain on our pro-
fessed role as a champion of uni-
versal human rights and, in partic-
ular, the right of peoples to self-
determination.

In his recently published book,
‘Australia’s Foreign Relations' —
a treatise that hoists our flag on
the global stage with awesome gra-
vitas ~ Senator Evans has pre-
cious littie to say aboul what has
been one of the biggest thorns tn
the side of our foreiga policy dur-
ing the past two decades.

In three brief mentions we learn
of the “embarrassment” caused to
Gough Whitlam, not when Indone-
sia invaded East Timor but when
the Indonesian military “moved

with less than decent haste to take
the place of the hastily departed
Portuguese colonialists”. We read
also of the problems caused by
that infamous °‘Sydney Morning
Herald’ article about the Suharto
famity, but how the two nations
have been able (o explore ““a more
practical approach” through the
“‘warm personal reiationship"
quickly establisbed between Gar-
eth Evans and his Indonesian
counterpart, Ali Alatas.

Australia must, of course, strive
to live in harmony and coopera-
tion with Indonesia, a nation with
which our future is inextricably

baund by geography, but at what -

price? If we fall to take a sland on
what is happening in East Timor,
we risk further damage (o our
international credibility and risk
also being seen to condone the fur-
:her abuses that inevitably will foi-
ow.

If the calls by Senator Evans
and Mr Hawke, and many other

world leaders, for a full investiga-
tion fail to answer the pervasive
evidence of a deliberate atrocity
— and the military response sg fur
is hardly encouraging — Australia
is bound to act as decisively gnd
volubly against Indonesia as it did
against China in the aftermath of
the Tiananmen massacre. While
the death toll in Dili might have
been in dozens rather than hun-
dreds, the Suharto Government is
as culpable and as accountable as
the discredited regime of Deng
Xiaoping if its troops were also or-
dered to slaughter defenceless ci-
vilians.

T HE Dili massacre and
events leading up to it have
further demonsirated that.
despite Jakarta's best efforts to
crush dissent and enforce its rute,
Timorese nationalism is as potent
as ever, if not more so0, and that,
while the remnants of the Fretitin
guerilla movement may have been
neutralised, a new generalionjs
maintaining the struggle in the ur-
ban areas. o
While Australian officials con-
tinue to argue that the East Timor
question is a closed book (just as
they dismissed the aspirations of
the Baltic States to regain their in-
dependence) many other couan-
tries are recognising that there is
no distinction between the claims
of the Timorese and those, now
achieved, of the people of Namib-
ia, Western Sahara and Eritrea.
The latest violence in East Ti-
mor, including several other al-
leged military killings in recent
weeks, is seen by human righ(s
groups and Timorese activists in
Australia as a consequence of the
recent cancellistion of a visit to the
territory by a Uniled Nations-
sponsored delegation of Portu-
guese parliamentarians. The can-
cellation of the visit, after petty
Indonesian objections over media
arrangements, is said to have left
the Timorese in a state of despair
and to have emboldened the mili-
tary (o launch another purge
against dissent. -
But it is now obvious that a defi-
ant spirit that has withstood It
years of military repression will
not be wished away and will be
assuaged only when Indonesio
agrees or is pushed by the inter-
national community to negotiale
with the Tighorese peopie on theur
iegitimale demand for self-dcter-
mination. Australia's loag-lerm in-
terests are not served by encour-
aging Jakarta to betieve that it can
deny the inevitability of this
course. e
® ‘Australia’s Foreign Relations’.
by Gareth Evans and Bruce Grant:
Melbourne University Press.
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KNIFE EDGE

By foreipn affoirs writer
TONY PARKINSON

ON  Melbourne Cup Day,
Australia’s much-sought-after cam-
araderie¢ with Indonesia was bios-
soming like the roses at Flemington

tions’ defente supfemos an
end 1o the good times — brief though
they were — in rel between Aus-
tralle and
A week Iater, st the S8anta Crus ceme-
tery 1ast Tueaday, mourners gat
for & memorial service for one of two X e
%WMM:-ehmwlﬂg 5 : e ;
on October 28. Some carried A s
Mags of Fretilin, the Timorese resist- Flashpoint . . . indonesia’s military in action, but will it face the Government’s wrath after the Santa Cruz massacre?
ance movement. S8ome chanted sio-
ans tral directive from the military com- Tt will be President Buharto will Indonesin first invaded Esst Tlmor 18 changes has besn invariably of & gov-
What exactly happened when the mandinJi the decision In- 2go. Minister Gareth ernmen t nature and,
mourners moved on (o the streets of  Certalnly, there were tensions in Ja- this crials. had established a close personal — more of than not. based on political
now the sublect of hot debate. karta over policy than his decisions will be based on  Tap] with Alatas, The governments and cultural differences rather than
But what is not in doubt is that some-  Even as Sutrisno continued his infor- itical with an ey set up the Australis-] - mutual economic benefits.
thing quite horrific happened that mal visit to and berrs, 10 next year's presidential ¢l stitute. 8tronger trade and But since 1088, both countries have
morning, catapulting President Suhar-  disquieting reports  were un-m Re must decide whether to protect pui assiduously & relati towards
10's Indonesis into a full-blown crisita, from the province. Two students by whitewashing the w] in an effort to broaden and deepen the tangible and measurable
undermining its international  been shot dead at & church oul Dill. affair or seek to placate the interna- interdependence of two coun-  comes, And private-sector activity is re-
image ... and demanstrating yet again  the capital of Kast Timor, during &  tional uproar by being seen to deal vig-  tries which, despite their proximity, and Ji
the fragility — perhaps even the futility rally by pro-independence su orously with the perpetrators of the always seemed hall apart. yardstick for judging whether the
— of attempts by Aust to arms They were protesting sgainst Jakarta's  massacre. i The height of this new co-operative relationship is achieving maturity
with its largest 3 decislon (st the insistence of the can- According to MacIntyre, SBuharto has  spirit was the Timor Gap Treaty, sig- both want.
The San which servatives in the military) to veto &  already been aseking to diversify his eariler this year, in wl As relations smerged from the freess
a¢ lenst 80 people are believed to have Portuguese fact-finding mission (o tha  power base and will be worried that In-  tralia and Indonesia settled & dispute  that followed reparts on flnan-
jed, is an unmitigated disaster for In- troubled The military had ar-  donesia’s Muslm leaders will take over oll reserves by agreeing to explolt clal dealings by the Suharto family,
its ageing leader. It also rived and shots wers fright at the prospect that what haj the fleld as partners. Ausf to take up
potential to short-circuit pened in Dili might easily recur Doubtiess, some of the sheen has the opportunities Indonesia. Aus!
much of the laborious work done over men died remsain in dispute. But the ef-  Aceh. the republic’s other separatist been taken off the symboliam of that has an incressing pres-
recent years to bulld and fect ible arrangement by events in East Timor  ence In communications,
relations between Jakarts and Canber-  extremely high and those desths were “Suharto seeks not to rely just on the  this week But will the Dili massacre, of construction, mining and legal services.
for what Army anymare, 8o you itself, bring sbout & But, with the north Aslan
abound as to how and why bloodbath at the Santa Crus. manufacturing gisnts, Australian com-
Vo wi weig] tralia eraists o0 1o ¢ 3 : it uummﬂmm e
wl carry much ht until tn-  Aus! s foremast 3] on In- ¢ sul ventures
vestigations have been a8 donesia, this week: “On Bast They Wﬂl ln Worl'led alx)ut in Indonesia. They looked for greener
o n{aﬁlx:' e ;ﬂ;wrm-v&'ﬁl m" h r3 f _dd m:‘n«nlmmummmmmmpe
retumns past habite pulling  whether to allow it Portu- orth
the shutters on incidents of a-wnn-mmblm t erea’Ctlono al onots, y this was - cultural, with
kind, the whole truth may never be take s Australians regarded by the Indonesi-
to open up to the world, the Itary ans aa impatient with the Aglan way of
At worst, the incident could come to  Were very. ) scenario where he actuslly cracked in direction in the dialogue between doing business. Purtly, it was s func-
be seen as & ruthiess drive by military ~ But MacIntyre. & senior lecturer in down on some people in ths army in berrs and Ji ? tion of the poor state of relations be-
~ in the crudest and most T elitione at Orilfith Unt. order to reach out to other groups,”  Obviously, much depends on Indone-  tween the two countries, with business
primitive way -t versity. says it is that MacIntyre said sia’s response. Equ 3 about the stability and
their long-time grip on East Timors have But the mare lkely scenario, In on judgments Australis security of investments in a country
destiny. point where the Indone- Macintyre's estimation, would be for makes about whether that response is Australia seemed forever In

that and Lheir  an act of such brutality as s deliberate with concerted campaign by both sides —
troops simply panicked in s gruesome policy to solidly intact: a rallying sround the still in only its embryonic - to
overreaction to provocation by pro-in-  MacIntyre. had far too much to lose. flag. give the relationship real substance.
dependence “You do not run cOUntry’s nams ‘While this could stil] see & handful of The Australian Government has
The Poreign Minister, Al through the mud just to fix up Alatas,” officers “hung out to dry~, Suharto will  been couxing business here Lo take up
Alatas — who in recent years has put & be sald. “This will really hurt Indone- stonewall if that is how his senjor com- & grester intersst in trade and invest-
hi&hummhum:onmsuﬂm sia. It has been trying for some time to  Manders, such sa Sutrisno, want the ment links with Indonesia, pointing to
'S the world clean up Ra image Oversens and they issue handled. . the considerable sfforts by Jakarts
— spoke sombrely in Beoul on Thurs- will be worried about the resction of ~_ HOW the Bubarto Government ulll-  since 1085 1o open upits economy to the
. He said hia Government neither their big ald donors Who were alresdy  mately seeka to purge itself of this incl-  world
otdered nor the making nolses about human righta. dent will be watched closely by the in- One of the bigges! weaknesses in the
responuaible would be *1 find it very hard to imagine this community — and nowhers  relationship in the past has been the
dealt with under Indonesian law. (the massacre) was an act of policy. My ~ ore 5o than in absence of a strong commercial nexus:
jon: In  Australia guess i3 that the problems occurred at A 's relations with Jakarta what Gareth Evans describes as the
agree that it is most uniikely the Dill 8 lower level. I cannot imagine that Su-  Were, before this week, looking ai Lheir ballast in rel
massacre flowed %

from any explicit cen-

Williams says, however, that the cil-
mate has dramatically in re-
cent “There has been a hell of &
ot of movement, with & lat of compe~
nies to offshore uction,
snd plenty of opportunitfes there for

companies in the service Industries.”

This has yet to be reflected in wade
and investment statistics. Australlan
investment in L

Allen and Hemasley, is more sanguine.
He belleves the relationship is now
such 88 to withstand the fallout from
East Timor.

pact.” *“T'o be frank,
ans and ts tend to focus on
things occuring on a completely difter-

planned trip
under review, along wil posals
that he be accompanied by » delegation
of high-profile Australlan business
leaders to give fresh nourlshment
commercial ties. Clearly.
of that exercise would be s

3

the growing
cancellation

m’. 3everely the new, mature relation-
p.

“Ithink the Indonesians
everyt-hln:m we have said Obviously,

ou
nerves. That is our cholce to make.™




Massacre may change thinking in Jakarta

day’s massacre in Dili is that

Indoaesians outside the Gov-
ernment will be thinking ahout East
Timor in new ways.

The statement of Armed Services
chief Try Sutrisno that “not more
than 50" were kiiled in the shooting
outside the Santa Cruz cemetery has
sent shockwaves through politically
consclous Indonesians.

Much of the Indonesian discussion
of what happened in Dili on Tuesday
tocuses on army factionalism. Theo-
ries abouad on who and what mili-
tary laction was “behind” the
massacres, who was trylng to pro-
voke and discredit whom. Many of
them are theories involving contend-
ers for the successlon to President
Soeharto.

But Tuesday’s shootings have also
generated much new thinking about
the relevance of East Timor to the
struggle for democracy in Indonesia.

ONE likely consequence of Tues-

COMMENT

By Herb Feith

Ind iane

Many are b ing
aware that the Soeharto Government
has a major prohlem on its hands.

East Timor is a subject on which
censorship of Indonesia’s domestic
media has always been especially
tight. That has made it almost impos-
sible for all but 2 hand(ul of Indone-
sians outside the territory to work
out what is happening there.

The small number associated with
human rights organisations are well
aware of the violence which per-
vades East Timor, the extraordisary
intensity of repression and resis-
tance there.

These people have engaged in
highly courageous protest in the past
few days. Some have taken the issue

of the m e to the Ind 1
Parliament.

But outside that smail group the
tendency has been to see East Timor
as a problem of relatively minor im-
portance. Many of the people I have
talked to over the past five years
seem surprised that outsiders, and
Australians in particular, are so pre-
occupled with the issue.

They see East Timor as no more
than another small, remote, hack-
ward province. My impression is
that they regard its problems of pov-
erty and ahuses of military power as
all too similar to problems in other
remote parts of the Indonesian
archipelago.

This week's events, and what hap-
pens in the next few weeks, may well
change a lot of that. Democracy-
minded Indonesians who see a clear
henefit to themselves from the
worldwide pressure for governments
10 respect human rights and take le-

gal norms seriously will he paying a
lot more attentfon to East Timor
henceforth.

They will be doing so with a new
awareness that the Government's
declisions about what to do in East
Timor could affect them themseives,
that the decisions could threaten In-
donesla's limited advances of the
past few years towards more open
and constitutional politics.

Oane group of Indonesian reform-
ists who have long been well-in-
formed on East Timor — hut hitherto
reluctant to push the issue — are the
leaders of Indonesia’s proliferating
non-government organisations: eavi-
ronmental and legal ald bedies, vil-
lage uplift, educational and viflage
development hodies.

For NGO leaders, as for so many
other people in opposition to the Gov-
ernment, the East Timor problem
has up to now been in the too-hard
basket. Their problem is the linkage

hetween East Timor and such other
places as West Irlan or West Papua
and Aceh in Northern Sumatra. If
self-determination Is accorded to
one of these, why not to the others?

It is not easy to see what people,
like this can recommend to their
Government which will not leave;
them vulnerable to the charge that.
they are unravelling the unity of the’
country. '

One approach they may opt for is
to urge the Government to go hack to
the options which were canvassed
when the Soeharto Government ne-
gotiated with the Timorese guerilias
in March 1983. Those were clandes-
tine talks, hut they led to a ceasefire
which lasted for three moaths.

m Herb Feith teaches politics at Mon-
ash University and is a long-time In-
donesia watcher. His most recent
visit there was in August-September.

East Timor tragedy underlines a modern Indonesian dilemma

NE diplomat in Jakarta ob-

served this week that Indone-

sia’s Foreign Minister, Mr Ali
Alatas, would be “'spitting blood” over
the massacre of innocent civilians in
the East Timor capital, Dili, on
Tuesday.

The urbane Mr Alatas has played a
pivotal and highly successful role as
Indonesta’s international front man in
recent years. This year Indonesia be-
comes chairman of the Non-Aligned
Movement. Indonesla, along with
France, co-chaired the lengthy talks
that saw Cambodla move closer to-
wards democratic rule this week. Mr
Alatas himself bas been mentioned as
a posslble candidate to replace Mr Ja-
vier Perez de Cuellar as secretary-
general of the Unlted Nations.

Overnlght, Mr Alatas saw his efforts
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By John Schauble

to elevate Indonesia’s credibility on
the international stage brushed aside
with unwitting contempt by a junior
military commander.

The Foreign Minister waited two
days before making a public state-
meant on the massacre. It was not con-
vincing. One suspects Mr Alatas Is
wearylng of explaining to the world
the brutal blunders of sections of the
Indonesian military establishment.

For the East Timorese, the killing of
a stlll undetermined number of inno-
cent people was another in a succes-
ston of bloody tragedies endured slnce
the Indoneslan lnvaslon of the former

Portuguese colony in 1975.

But this shooting, wilnessed by for-
eign journalists and aid workers who
survived to tell the tale, wilt perhaps
come (o be the turning point in the
foriunes of the people of East Timor.
Not since Indonesia’s invasion of the
former colony has world attention
been so clearly focused on the plight
of the 700,000 East Timorese.

Many of the reasons the Indone-
sians put forward in justification of
thelr Intervention after a brief civll
war in East Timor and the withdrawal
of the Portuguese adminlstration bave
ceased to have relevance. The main
one — fear of an emergent communist
enclave bordering a country where up
to 500,000 people were slaughtered in
the wake of an abortlve communist
coup in 1965 — bas disappeared with

the rearrangement of the world's
political order.

For Indonesia, this latest tragedy
underscores a fundamental dilemma
of the modern state: the role of the
military in the government and ruie of
a nation of 185 million people.

For the past 25 years, the Indone-
sian Armed Forces (ABRI) have
played the central role in the Govern-
ment of that country. As the generator
of the revoiution against the Dutch
and the spearhead of Independence in
1945, ABRI has traditionally seen it-
self as the dominant force in Indone-
slan political life. The military bas a
dual function (known as *‘dwl
fungs!”). In other words, ABR! has
both a defence-security role and the
function of promoting social stability
and development.

One-ifth of the seats in the Indone-
sian Parliament are reserved for the
armed forces. President Soeharto, of
course, is himself a retired army
general. ABRI figures — retired and
serving — are prominent in the coun-
try’s cabinet. Until quite recently, pro-
vincial governors were almost
entirely selected from the military.

In recent years, there has been a
trend in Indonesia to gently move
ABRI offlcers out of such positions,
replacing them with civilians. The
domlnance of the armed forces In the
glant state corporations and monopo-
lles has gradually diminished. A new
generatlon of past-revolution mllltary
leaders is seen as more professional,
more lntent on thelr role as military
men than In commerce or govern-
ment. This has led to dlvisions and
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power struggles within the military.

The annexation and suhsequent con-
trol of East Timor, however, has been
almost purely a military operation.
East Timor, in effect, has become an
ABRI fiefdom where military com-
manders have been allowed to run
things as they see fit.

The fact that a small band of Frete-
lin resistance fighters has managed to
survive in East Timor has been a con-
stant irritation to ABRI, which despit

community will determine the extent
to which is can expect to be taken seri-
ously within that community on issues
such as human rights.

Future relations between the ordi-
nary people of Australia and Indone-
sia will be deeply scarred by the
events in the Santa Cruz cemetery.
The killings will serve to reinforce
many Australians® worst fears about
their huge neighbor.

R t retati between Australia

a force of 10,000 troops has failed in its
attempts to obliterate the opposition.

Whatever protests Australia makes
to Jakarta over Ihls disgraceful epi-
sode will have less Impact than the
protests of big ald donors and inves-
tors such as Japan and the United
States. Indonesia’s response to the coi-
lectlve protests of the internatlonat

and Indonesia have been problematic.
It remains Important for Australia and
Indonesia to develop close relations
based on mutual understanding and
trust. The killing of innocent civilians
and flagrant abuses of human rights
do not enter that equation,

8 John Schauble is the foreign editor
of ‘The Sunday Age'.
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Evans’

By TONY PARKINSON

THE Cambodian peace process is
spoken of as the high-water mark of
Gareth Evans's record as Foreign Af-
fairs Minister in dealings with Asia.

But his intense negotiation with Labor
MPs over the past 48 hours — in craf-
ting a response to the Dili massacre —
could yet prove far more significant in
the direct and immediate impact it has
on our relations with the region.

Al a series of meetings on Monday
with Cablnet and Caucus colleagues,
Evans succeeded in discouraging the
party from forcing the Government's
hand on a program of sanctions against
Indonesia.

Some MPs wanted military co-opera-
tion scrapped and all ministerial visits
cancelled in prolest at the gruesome re-
ports of death and torture in East
Timor. Evans negotiated the redraft of
a Caucus motion to postpone consider-
ation of these measures until the
Suharto Government had been given
an appropriate opportunity to make its
explanations.

In doing 50, he has bought crucial time
for the Government to come up with a

formula for seeking to extricate itself
honourably from one of its most precar-
ious forelgn policy tests. At the same
time, he has steered relations with our
largest regional neighbour — at least for
the moment — away from the precipice.

He has also raised the stakes — for
himself and for the Government.

He has agreed to fly to Jakarta next
month to take up Australia's concerns
with a sullen and defensive Suharto
Government. This immediately creates
the expectations that, first, the Indone-
sians will listen and, second, that Aus-
tralia has the capacity to shape or influ-
ence Jakarta’s response.

On past experience, these can only be
seen as heroic assumptions. Yet Evans
holds the view that the deepening and
broadening of Australia’s links with
Jakarta in recent years provides some
leverage.

Yesterday, he said it was time to use
some of the "accumulated assets” of
better relations to engage in frank talks
with the S8uharto Government not only
about the massacre itself but also about
the longer-term outlook for a “reconcili-
ation” between Indonesia and the East
Timorese people.

This is entirely untested territory for
an Australian government. It would
also be unusual in the extreme for the
Suharto administration, which has al-
ways bristled at interference from the
outside world, to give Canberra's spectal
pleadings toomuch of a hearing.

Much rides on Evans's calculation
that the painstaking rebuilding of rela-
tions since the mid-1980s will bring a
dividend.

trators identified and punished. It
as said so in the belief that the mas-
sacre in Dill was an aberration by
lower-order troops, and not a case of
the military simply acting on a deliber-
ate policy directive from central author-
ities in Jakarta.

Given the historical context of Indo-
nesia's occupation of East Timor - and
the violence that has characterised it —
the notlon that the soldiers were acting

€On past experience, this can only
be seen as a heroic assumption?

A second danger is that the Minister
for Foreign Affairs and Trade appears
to be Investing considerable faith in the
ability and willingness of the Indone-
sian ruling order — albeit heavily dom-
inated by the military — to deliver a fair
judgment on the events of November 12,

Evans revealed yesterday that Aus-
tralia now believes at least 75 people
died when troops opened fire on civili-
ans at the Santa Cruz cemetery.

Australla has said it wants the per-

outside of orders stretches credulity,
but sensible judgments on that Issue
cannot begin to be made until Presi-
dent Suharto’s national commission of
inquiry has reported, probably not
be?ore the end of the year.

Evans will have much riding on the
outcome. His strategy of adopting a
“constructive” approach will be either
vindicated or exposed as fanciful and,

worse still, another chapter in what .

many see as the lily-livered tradition of
our policy towards East Timor.

By that time, of course, Evans’s credi-
bility will be the least of concerns.
Under yesterday's Caucus resolution,
Jakarta's failure to deliver would trig-
ger & fundamental review of the entire
relationship.

Meanwhile, Caucus passions have
been placated. Australia will become
more vocal and active on East Timor,
without actually engaging in the deci-
sive — but admittedly knee-jerk — res-

nses that would have pushed rela-
ﬂgns with Indonesia to the brink.

There is breathing-space. Evans has
won the argument that long-term in-
terests are best served by doing every-
thing within reason to preserve Can-
berra's improving links with Jakarta.

As one senior backbencher said later:
“Gareth always does that. He is a great
wordsmith. He looks at what's on offer,
says he doesn’t have any great problem
with it, then comes up with an alter-
native which normally s accepted.”

But powerful passions are at work in
the ALP, with years of pent-up frustra-
tion and self-reproach over Australia’s
perceived meekness in the face of Indo-

Dili delay a high-risk gamble

nesia’s military clampdown in East
Timor.

Yesterday they opted for realpolitik
ahead of what Evans calls “feel-good"
politics. But that patience won't last
indefinitely.

As Tasmania's Senator Nick Sherry,
one of the prime movers behind the
Caucus motion, said yesterday: “There
are times when your good friends are
wrong, and you should tell them. .

“They (Indonesia) are wrong on East
Timor, they are wrong in the behaviour
they have adopted over the last 15
years.

“They are wrong by any international
criteria. It is a military occupation.

“That sort of principle should be
upheld very strongly by this Govern-
ment because that is the sort of prin-
ciple we are supposed to live by.”

Evans has hosed the party down. For
the moment.

His more onerous assignment now —
with a persistent shadow hanging over
securll)tgr operations in East Timor — is
to produce a similarly respectable out-
come in talks with Indonesian leaders.
It is a big ask. And far more than
honour is at stake,
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Focus on Indonesia

s

Senator Evans and Mr Alatas, the architects of doser ties at a conf

By GREG SHERIDAN

BEFORE the November 12
massacre of civilians by Indone-
sian troops in the East Timor capi-
tal of Dili Australia's much
improved relationship with Indo-
nesia was a source of great pride
and satisfaction to the Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Senator Evans.

The relatianship had recovered from
its nadir in 1986 when a press report
concerning the {inancal activities of
Indonesia’s leadership had led w0 s
fierce, furious interruption w the nor-
mal bilateral intercourse.

The Indonesian Government pro-
tested officially, and vociferously, at
the Australian media reports, Aust-
ralian tourists were temporarily
denied visa-free entry to Indonesia
and Australian journalists preven-
ted from travelling there.

‘The worst elements of the dispute
were settled fairly quickly but it was
not until 1988 when Australia and
Indonesia both acquired new foriegn
ministers, Senator Evans and Mr Ali
Alatas that the tempo of the rela-
tionship quickened significantly.

Evans and Alatas soon became
close friends. The appointment of
AlaLas, a professional diplomat, as
foreign minister wes part of a push
by the Indonesian Government to
achieve greater international promi-
nence and respectability.

Both the Australian and Indone-

sian Governments invested serious

political will in reviving the relation-
ship.
At this stage the impetus for the
renewal in the relationship came
distinctly at the government level,
The commercial relationship was
stunted. a hostage 10 the ups and
downs of the political relationship
and a function of the lack of compli-

and (inset) a2 man fiees during the Dili killings

Relations
shaken by
massacre

mentarity in the two economies.

The sustained high rates of eco-
nomic growth which Indonesia has
achieved In recent years, combined
with an easier environment for for-
eign investment and reforms in the
financial system, have made a
deeper and broader trade relation-
ship a possibhlity. _—

Nonetheless, in the late 80s the
relationship was still driven by the
two governments. The Australian
Government established the Aus-
tralia-Indonesie Institute. Similarly.
high level official talks were
instituted. -

The most significant government-
lo-government action was the sign-
ing. in December 1989, of the Timor
Gap Zone of Co-operation Treaty.

This Lreaty was regarded as a sin-
gular legal innovation by interna-
tional treaty experts.

It did not divide the Timor Gap
into two areas, one Lo be possessed
by each side. Rather, for a signific-
ant area of the see divide between
Australia and Indonesia, the two
countries would share Lthe proceeds
of any resources discovered.

This treaty not only solved a prob-

lem, who was w get what, but
assumed there would be an ongoing,
long-term degree of tiose co-opera-
Lion between the two countries.

At the same time the two nations
were Co-Operating on a host of
regional, and even global, dipiomatic
initiatives. Alalas and Evans worked
hand-in-glove throughout the long,
tortuous Cambodian peace process.

Indonesia played an important

in the formation, on Australia's
initiative, of the Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Co-operation group.

Indonesla was aiso an enthusiastic
member of the Cairns Group of nen-
subsidising  agricultural  trading
nations.

In calendar year 1990 Australia's
exports Lo Indonesia totalled $1.3 bi)-
lion, which made Indonesia our
eighth biggest export market. And
the trade balance is heavily in
Australia’s favour.

In 1990 Indonesia’s exports to Aus-
tralia totalled some $§522 million.
Australlan mining companies have
been expanding rapidly in Indonesa.

There is plainly a vast powential in
irade in services between the iwo
countries

Somewhere In the vicinity of
200,000 Australian tourists will visit
Indonesia this year. In 1990 there
were 6500 Indonesian students stud-
ying in Australia. This made Aus-
traiia the second most popular desti-
nation for Indonesian students after
the United States.

Moreover, the volume of two-way
trade is growing rapidly.

Indonesia’s high level of sustained
economic growth, combined with its
huge population of 180 million,
means that it will offer enormous
potentlal, and challenges, to the
Australian economy in the coming
decade.

Similarly, Australia has an over-
whelming interest in the econoinic suc-
cess and social stability of Indanesia.

This concern has been part of the
security obsession Australia has
always had with its near north.

It is also reflected in Indonesia’s
being the second greatest recipient
in recent years of Australian aid
with annual aid totalling about $3100
million in the five years to 1991-92.

It is because Australia's interests.
security interests, regional diplo-
macy interests and economic inter-
ests, are so vitally engaged in Indo-
nesia that the Australian Govern-
ment is faced with diabolical dilem-
mas in the face of the Dili massacre.

IL is inevitable that an Australian
Government would respond to the
Dili killings with strong condemna-
tion and with an altempt to keep
political pressure on Jakarta to reas-
sess its policies in East Timor.

To some extent Australia is assis-
ted by the fact that similar respon-
ses will come from the United States
and several West European coun-
tries although not, significantly,

rom other South-East Asian
nations.

But whether Australia's protests
lead to real trouble in our relations
with Indonesia is largely up to
Jakartia.
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The Timor fiction

OR an incandescent mo-

ment this week the Austra-

lian Government seemed

to have summoned up the
courage to reverse 16 years of na-
tional dishonor and moral coward-
ice over Indonesia’s genocide in
East Timor.

It happened wben federal cau-
cus unanimously passed a resolu-
tion supporting “the longer term
aspirations of the East Timorese
people™, prompting claims that
Government policy had shifted
dramatically to acceptance of
East Timorese demands for self-
determination.

But not so. The Foreign Minis-
ter, Senator Evans, was quickly in
front-of TV cameras dismissing
this interpretation of the-caucus
resolution as too “robust”, and de-
claring that Australia still recog-
nised Indonesian sovereignty over
East Timor. It was the signal that,
notwithstanding Canberra’s ex-
pressions of official outrage over
the 12 November Dili massacre,
Australia would continue its policy
of appeasing Indonesia.

Senator Evans may speak firm-

GEOFFREY BARKER
I

oa
concept of polmail reality to justi-
ty his failure to offer diplomatic
resistance to a massacre of un-
armed civillans on Australia's
northern doorstep.

Perhaps the most obvious logi-
cal absurdity was Senator Evans’s
assertion that Australis’s “‘work-
ing assumption™ was that the Dili
massacre was “aberrant behavior
by a section of the military".

As an intelligent and literate

who did not “toe the line” had to
be shot. The military commander
in East Timor, Brigadier-Geoeral
Rudolf Warouw, reportedly said it
was not excessive for the Indone-
sian forces to have fired automatic
weapons into an unarmed crowd
for up to 10 minutes.

These remarks also reflect the

Indonesian sovereignty over East
Tinor and by attempting at the
United Nations and elsewhere to
persuade others to do likewise.
Senator Evans, however,
seemed to suggest that Australia
instead to create a
on earth for the East Timorese un-
der Ind ian control. He evoked
an Ind ontrolled East Ti-

consistent reality of | 's
East Timor policy, which Senator
Evans cravenly ignores. The same
reality should discourage anyone
from hoping that Indonesia's mili-
tary-dominated inquiry into the
Dili massacre might be other than
a whitewash.

Not Sepator Evans. He toid the
ABC Australia had “oo reason to
believe otherwise” than that the
inquiry would be genuine. All the
evidence, of course, argues
against his optimism — just as it
argues against his refusal to ac-
cept that Indonesian sovereignty

What is surprising is how brazenly Senator Evans is
prepared to expose the logical absurdity and moral
spinelessness of Australia’s policy.

1y to Indonesian Foreign
Ali Alatas when he visits Djakarta
on 19 December. But in the end.
Indonesia’s latest act of mass mur-
der in East Timor will be swept
under the carpet as quietly and as
indecently as possible.

This should come as no surprise.
The Whitlam, Fraser and Hawke
governments have all acquiesced
in Indonesia’s blood-soaked re-
pression of East Timor since the
1975 invasion. Their failure to re-
sist Jakarta’s genocide has been,
and cootioues to be, a shameful
denial of a natlonal debt of honor
to peopie who saved the lives of
many Australian soldiers during
the second world war.

What is surprising is bow braz-
enly Senator Evans is prepared to
expose the logical absurdity and
moral spinelessness of Australia’s
policy. His remarks, particularly
on the ABC’s ‘7.30 report’ on Tues-
day, were the weasel words of a

English speaker, Senator Evans
presumably understands that “ab-
errant behavior” is behavior that
deviates from an established
norm. Yet he acknowledged that
the number of deaths in East Ti-
mor since the Indonesian invasion
had been “horrifyingly large”, and
agreed that they might indeed
number 200,000.

represents a yoke for the East Ti--
morese.
And yet Senator Evans

mor that is just, not militarily op-
pressive, where there is freedom
of religion and speech and an eco-
nomic future.

IVEN East Timor’s history
G since 1975, and the consis-
tent behavior and attitudes
of the Indonesian generals, this is
patently absurd. Senator Evans ap-
parently wants to construct para-
dise on a rising pile of corpses and
to pretend that there is no stench.
He would do better to accept
that Australia’s international re-
pute is not enhanced if it is seen to
be ing vicious regi in
our nelghborhood while selective-
ly reserving its moral outrage for
human rights abuses further
afield. That is the way of cowards
and hypocrites.

Nor is is likely that nearby vi-
cious regimes will moderate their
conduct if Australia merely feigns
anger and threatens to review bi-

ingly defended Australia’s ap-
peasement by appealing to the
“reality” of international recogni-
tion of Indonesia's sovereignty
over East Timor and to the “reali-
ty” that there is no visible inter-

IVEN these i it
was absurd for Senator Ev-
ans to maintain that the lat-

est killings were an aberration.
They were utterly consisteat with
the violent norm established by
the Indonesian authorities during
their 16-year reign of terror.
Senator Evans’s fatuity was fur-
ther exposed by the defiant re-
marks of Indonesia’s military
leaders. Supreme Commander
General Try Sutrisno said peopie

to it
1f these are the "realities” they
are realities only b coun-

tries like Australia have lacked
(a) the political will to resist Indo-
nesian demands for de jure recog-
nition of its claim to East Timor,
and (b) the moral courage to do
more than avert their eyes from
the ugly and ongoing spectacie of
Indonesia’s barbarity in East Ti-
mor.

They are realities that it is with-
in Australia's power to affect by
withdrawing its own recognition of

lateral . Their duct is
more likely to be modified by the
prospect of serious Australian
pressure for diplomatic sanctions
against them. Bullies ultimately
are deterred only by those who
are brave enough to resist them.

Finally, it is not obvious that
Australia’s economic relations
with these regimes will be signifi-
cantly damaged by anything short
of abject appeasement. The need
to trade is independent of, and not
diminisbed by, political disputes.

If Senator Evans were to factor
these considerations into Austra-
lia’s posture towards East Timor,
he might acbieve an acceptable
balance between political reality
and moral decency. At present his
policy is bereft of both.

The Age, 30 November 1991
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Suharto . . . a showdown

MOR MASSACRE AND

INDONESIA'S
SECRET WA

OF SUGCESSION

o

Generals in the frontline . . .

Murdani (left) and Try

By TONY PARKINSON

INDONESIA'S generals are not
accustomed 1o being called to ac-
count for their actions.

The post-independence history of
Lheir couniry — and the political cul-
ture that has sprung from it - has
elevated the military to & status
that places its huge officer class
above the normal of account-
ability.

And so the reverberations from
the Dill massacre represent not only
& full-blown diplomatic crisis but a
political crisis that goes to the es-
sence of how Indonesian society is
ordered.

There i3 now unpreoedented scru-
tny of the way the Indonesian
armed forces go about their busi-
ness. How its generals react in the
face of that pressure — and how
President Suharto choosss o piay
his hand - will be vital in determin-
ing what sort of Indonesia emerges
st the end of the process.

In that sense. the Dili massacre is
already a catalyst. For what exactly,
nobogdy can yet be sure.

Australia and other Western ns-
tions are hoping it will serve as a
{orce for greater liberalisation of
the Indonesian sysiem.

A more disturbing — but squally
credible — scenario is that 1t will
reinforce the arguments of hardlin-
€r3 i Jakaria who believe the “open
door” promised

Running scared . . . crowds fiee the Santa Cruz cemetery massacre on November 12

sian  analysts, Professor Jamie
Mackie. spoke this week of an "un-
ravelling” of some of the certainties
that hag governed political life in
Jakarta, and warned that this car.
ried considerable dangers.

“One can lmagine two types of
outcomes of the present situation,”
he said.

“One is that the Indonesian au-
thorities recognise that they are
under pressure from international
opinion and respond o that in &
more liberal or open way.

"The other is that they turn thetr
back on it and simply try 1o wough it
out and put the biame for what has
happened on the process of open.
ness tiat has been going on for the
last two years.

“In that case, I think the hard-
nosed men of the army will carry
the day and it could become a much

intrigues surrounding the issue of
the leadership succession.

Even before its soldiers opened fire
on & crowd in East Timor, elements
in the army bad been shaping for a
showdown with Buharto and the
politlcal management tsam that
makes up his inner Cabinet ... not
80 much over who runs the country
DOWw, but over how powsr will be dis-

~ and by whom ~ when Su-
eventually departs the scene.

This has been the intricate sub-
text of politics since
1986, with palpable tensions between
the 70-year-old President, whe has
led the country for 25 years. and a

more rep regime than it is
now."”

‘The responses over the past fort-
night of senior political and military
figures in Jakarta suggest there are
already divisions over what sp-
proach the QCovernment should

int

ally of Murdani — also took an unex-
pected tack; “People nowadays re.
Ject those military peopie who take
&N aggressive stance .. . fociety now
is not like it was in the past.”

It would be dangerous 1o read wo
much into any of these remarks.
Clearly, the SBuharto Government is
groping to find a position it can sus-
Lain credibly until the national com-
mission of inquiry set up by the
President delivers its repors.

The interna! dynamics mean that
most of the key players — including
the top layer of the military ~ will
measure their words carefully in
public forums. Not unlike the rest of
the world, Jakarta is Lo some extent
in holding pattern.

When will the inquiry report, and
what view Is 1t likely Lo take?

The fact that the United Nations
Human Rights Commission con-
venes between January and March
may be one factor to support the
contention that the commission of
inquiry will deliberate iong and hard
over its findings.

The commission head, Judge Djae-
lani, is a lawyer by trade but trained

adopt in i
tional criticism. The vague and

&S 2 th back
in the 1850s. While his decree 1s signed

crisscrossing power
make it difficult to discarn whether
this signifies the ruling order divid-
ing into two camps, or whether it is
merely the ad hoc utterances of offi-
caught on the hop.

‘The blunt remarks of armed forces
chief General Try Sutrisno in the
of the mas-

and military
faction, jed by the Defence Minister,
General Benny Murdani,

The Murdanl camp has never is-
sued a direct challenge to Suharto's
authority, nor is it likely to do s0.

But it was anticipated there would

08t cel be

scenes jostling in the lead-up to the
1993 presidential election, with the
mili clig

daughters, helped along by the pat-
ronage of the presidential palace
and access to govern-
ment contracts.

There are aiso0 fears among senior
Tanks of the military that they are
in danger of belng outmanoeuvred
in laying the framework for the
gvsmum era, and ‘that the

sldent 13 uaing his office to pre-
pasition members of his extended
{amily to take over the reins at a
ume of his choosing somewhere
near the end of the decads.

nder this

Ui scenario, the Buharto
famlly empire would be entrenched
84 the central repository of political
and commercial power in the coun-
try. This would. by i very nature,
relegate the army in status: a loyal
soidier would carry less clout and
suthority than a courtiar.

While on the aurface it would seem
o be I il

sacre — suggesting the military was
perfeclly entitied to shoot “agita.
tors” and would continue 1o do 50 ~
ralsed Lhe ire of Prime Minister Bob
Hawke and were read as & signal
that Indonesia would opt for an
obstructive response.

Blunt remarks
a chilling omen

by the hand, he is
Fouhuess aware of all the sensiLiv.
ties.

It is almost universally expected
that one or more senior military of-
ficers will pay the price for the Indo-
nesian Government — and its army
= having to undergo this unnerving
process.

The man most in the gunsighis is
the local military commander in
East Timor, Brigadier Rudol! Wa-
rouw. Before November 13, he had
been viewed by many outside obser-
Vvers as one of the better officers
Sent from Jakarta 1o run the prov-
in

ce.
Evans said of him last week: "By
every account, he has been running
& much more low-key, conscientious
d w

Coming from a military leader who
is & close personal confidant of Su-
harto, it was a chilling omen. Try,
after all. has been regarded here
and elsewhere as mlifabie and
charming, one of the new genera-
tion of academy-tralned officers.

AN army engineer, he leapt
through the ranks after serving for
four years as side-de-camp to Su-
harto. 1t has made him the subject
of derlision in some quarters, with
the accusation that he was luxuriat-
ing at the presidential palace in the
days when the guerllla war with
Fretilin was at its fiercest up in the
mountains of East Tunor,

His outburat two weeks ago - de-
scribed by Hawke as “repugnant in
the extreme" - wok many people
aback. Last week, Foreign Minister
Gareth Evans sald he believed Try's
remarks were of the “Lop-olf-the.
head” variety and in direct response
1o early reporta that Indonesian
roops had been mobbed and pro-
voked by the East Timaorese demaon-
strators.

ary
which has most to lose in the Bast
Timor i the

. . a8 Defence
Minister, has been sending out some

table course of this crisls creates at

Suharto & 8 master of political
strategy and his office carries quite
power and suthority.

orces od

commanded the invasion wn 1978,
Murdant has come 1o be regarded as
the beie noire of East Timor. & ruth-
less and remoraeless soldier.

But in Jakarta on Tuesday, he toid
Japanese journalista he favoured
the idea of showing video footage of
the massacre on Indonesian televi-
sion. He also countermanded s
threat by & senior Cabinet minister,
Admiral Sudomo, Lo withdraw diplo-
MAtic staff from Australia

y chiel of staff General Edi
Sudradjat - thought 1o be & close

an mer app:
the miltiary presence there.”

One irony is that at the very time
his wroops were gunning down pro-
testers ai the Santa Cruz cemetery,
Warouw was discussing the affairs
of East Timor with & UN official.
Pieter Kooijmans.

e many of the aenior officers
posted to East Timor, Warouw is
neither Muslim nor Javanese —
which makes him slightly more con-
venient as a scapegoat.

Another officer who may figure in
the findings is the commander of
the Udayana military region, Major-
General Bintong Panjaitan.

Although based in Bali, Panjaitan
is the commanding officer of the re-
gional headquarters responsible for
East Timor.

He is als0 & leading candidate 10
become the next deputy army chie!
of staff.

Suharto, however, is undersiood Lo
be eager that the position goes 10
his wife’s brother-in-law, General
Wismoyo, who would then be firmly
in line 10 become armed forces chuef.

That move would gusrantee the
Suharto family enormous influence
in the one powerfu) constituency
where it Jacks direct top-level repre-
sentation: the milliary.

For this reason, it will not be en-
tirely unexpected if Panjaltan 1
euger removed or otherwise penal-

ed.

Not surprisingly, conaiderations
such &s this have tempted some Lo
suggest that the political opportuni-
tie§ presenied by the massacre were
nhot altogether unwelcome in Ja-
karta.

One of the many theories is that
the massacre was perfectly timed to
embarrass Suharto before he de-

parted on a 26-nation tour, which
included Laking over the chairman-
ship of the Non-Aligned Movement.
As yel. there is no convincing evi-
dence for any of this.
Evans argued this week that the

MASSACre Was 30 messy and ill-digel.
plined — and in full view of foreign
Journalists — that it was difficult to
conceive it could have been & delib-
erate policy act.

Other observers in human rights
gToups are not 5o persuaded.

His presence coincided with the in-
creasing phenomenon of masked
Vi te groups rosming the streets
of Dili, atlacking suspected Fretilin
sympathisers.

There is ceriainly evidence that
the army was embarked on special

some i in the

They point to the of
Major Gerhan Lantara, deputy
commander of the 700 nirborne bat-
talion. It was Gerhan. according to
Indonesta’s official version. who was
mobbed and stabbed by protesters.

He has not been seen in Dili since
the day of the massacre, and his
soldiers salied out on a troop ship
within days.

But the TAPOL organisation has
complled a lengthy and detailed dos-
sier on Gerhan, recounting his past
exploits with the mlilitary in East
Timor.

In an eight-year posiing, he
headed & special task force known
as the Somodo Company, which has
been accused of klliing i 1078 the
Fretilin leader Nicolou Leboto, and
of systematic Larture.

of

lead up 1o the events of November
12. Whether that inciuded orders to
crush all protest — and from how
high up any such orders might have
come — remains the great impon-
derable, as does the question of
what possible strategy ali this might
hauve served.

Professor Mackie pointed out that
questions of this kind would also be
on the minds of many people in Ja-
karta itself. The Indonesians, he
said, Jove nothing more than & con-
spiracy theory.

“Indonesians always believe there
is 8 dalang (puppei-masier) manipu-
lating events from behind the
scenes.

“The truth is. this can only be
speculation and guesswork.”
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What do

By Richard Chauvel,
Jakarta

HE most general image that
Indonesians have of Australia

is that of a prosperous, West-

ern industrialised society,
which happens to be located next door
to Ind ia. In the Ind ia of to-
day, as oppased to the last years of the
Sukarno period, this is a positive per-
ception, tempered perhaps by the
free-wheeling, free sex and pleasure
seeking tmage evoked by Australian
tourists in Ball.

Our geographical position as a near
neighbor of Indonesia gives Australia
a speclal status in Indonesian eyes,
indeed for some Ind i a partic-
ular responsibility. There is an expec-
tation that relations between the two
countries should always be close and
cordial as befitting good neighbors.
Hence, there has been surprise and
upset on those not infrequent
occasions when Australia has sided
against Indonesia about the status of
West New Guinea, Indonesia’s con-
frontation with Malaysia and the
annexation of East Timor.

The expectation of being a good
neighbor has had the consequence
that Australia tends to be singled out
among Indonesia’s foreign critics. The
Netherlands and Canada have Indicat-
ed that they will suspend or review
their ald programs (o Indonesia with-
out wailing to hear the resulis of the
Indonesian Government's commission
of inquiry. The Australian Govern-
ment has taken less concrele mea-
sures, yet it is our embassy which has

Caustic cartoon: an Indonesian view of Australia as a blindfolded kanga-
roo with Fretilin in her pouch laying mines around the Timor investigators.

been subject to counter demonstra-
tions.

Being a neighbor brings with it, in
Indonesian eyes, a responsibility to
understand and to conciliate. At times,

- and not least now, we are thought to be

Insensitive and arrogant towards Indo-
nesian society and its values. The post-
ers outside the Australian embassy in
Jakarta bear testament to this senti-
ment: “Respect our Nation’s Sover-
eignty”, *“Don’'t interfere in our
Nation, We will resolve it (Dili)
according to our own National Laws”.
Also, Australia’s provision of a home
for East Timorese refugees and per-
mitting their leaders to engage ln

outside the Australian embassy
described this as a “brutal act which
insulted our nation”. A senior stu-
dent of Austratian Studies suggested
that Australians did not appreciate the
significance of the national flag for
Indonesians because Australians did
not have a tradition of revolutlonary
struggle, of which, in the Indonesian
case, the nationai flag was the ceatral
symbol.

The leading parliamentarians as
well as protesters in Jakarta hold the
Australlan Government responstble
for the “hostile attitude of its people”
towards Indonesia. Outside the more
cosmopolitan intellectual circles,
Ind jan percepti of Australia

political activities inst |
are not considered the acts of a friend-
ly nelghbor.

Perhaps what has provoked the
sharpest response has been the burn-
ing of the Indonesian Nag by protest-
ers in Australia, The demonstrators

tend not to distinguish governmeat
policy from the expressions of opinion
and activities of individuais and non-
government organisations in Austra-
tian soclety. One of the ironies in the
recent history of our relations with

Indonesia is that, beyond Government
circles in Jakarta, the Australian Gov-
emment'’s de jure recognition of East
Timor as Indonesia’s 27th province
has gained little credit.

Given Indonesia’s political experi-
ence of the past three decades, one of
the most difficult aspecis of Australian
soclety for Indonesians to understand
is its political pluralism. It is hard for
them to interpret and evaluate the
strength, influence and representa-
tiveness of the opinions and activities
of the Government, political parties
and interest groups. Also, he robust
and direct manner In which contend-
ing political oplnions and argumenis
are often expressed in Australia has

Indones1ans think of us?

years and is still referred to in the

Indonesian press.

An important part of Indonesians’
view of Australia is the fate of the
Aboriginal ¢ ity. Many Ind
slans, particularly university students,
have a genuine interest in Aboriginal
culture, art and political aspirations.
The Australian embassy’s exhibitions
of Aboriginal art during the past three
years have done much to stimulate
this interest. Indonesian press cover-
age of the Bicentennial gave a great
deal of space to Aboriginal protests. It
is rare to talk publicly in Indonesia on
almost any subject to do with Australia
without being asked about some as-
pect of Aboriginal culture, many Indo-

i find it difficult to understand

not been part of the Ind tan politi-
cal scene since the 1850s. .

The events of 12 November in Dili
have heightened Indonesian sensitiv-
ity to foreign reporting. General Try
Sutrisno described the foreign press
reports of further massacres in Timor
as “mad"”. “These reports just seek
anything which can smear our face.
What do the foreign press want? The
Minister of Internal Affairs, Rudini,
warned Indonesians not to be influ-
enced by the foreign press reports
which suggested that all the Timorese
people were antipathetic towards the
Indonesian army. While the Austra-
Hen medta has not been specifically
identified In Government statements,
it should not be forgotten that our
media forms a pariicular and a nega-
tive part of Indonesians’ image of Aus-
tralia. David Jenkins' 1986 article on
President Soeharto’s family business
activities cast a dark shadow over
bilateral relations for more than two

how in the midst of Australia’s materi-
al wealth the original inhabitants of
our continent have a standard of living
which is impoverished even by the
standards of much of the Third Worid.
At times like the present when Indone-
sian images of Australia are sharp-
ened and the more negative aspects
are emphasised. Australian criticism
of Indonesia’s human rights record is
seen as hypocritical. As one of the
posters on the fence of our embassy
suggested: “Look in the mirror Austra-
liall! ... What about the Aborigines?”

Given the strong Indonesian reac-
tlon to demonstrations in Australia,
one of the unintended effects of those
activities has been that the events of
12 November have lended lo be
pushed to the side.

& Richard Chauvel is lecturer in Aus-

tralian studies at the University of

Indonesia, Jakarta.

The Sunday Age, 1 December 1991
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TOMORROW the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Gareth Evans, begins his visit to
Indonesia. During his three-day stay he
has to please two essentially contradic-
tory constituencies.

The {irst is his Indonesian interlocu-
tors. The massacre in Dili has changed
the power relationships within the Indo-
nesian elite.

Indonesia’'s Foreign Minister, Ali
Alatas ~ as the sponsor of the avorted
visit by Portuguese officials and interna-
tional journalists to East Timor which
raised expectations which were subse-
quently dashed and, therefore, contri-
buted to the heightened tensions within
East Timor that led up to the massacre —
can be assumed to have suffered some
damage.

This is important for Australia because
Alatas has been a good friend not only of
Evans but of the Indonesian/Australian
relationship.

However, 1t can also be fairly assumed
that President Suharto is not best
pleased by the military hardliners and
the damage they have done to Indone-
sia’s international standing.

The politics of Indonesia are complex.
The relationships of individuals and the
various interest groups they represent
have been seriously shaken up by the
events in Dili,

The other group Evans must satisfy is
the Labor Cabinet and the Labor Cau-
cus. The Caucus, in particular, is subject
to considerable influence by numerous
anti-Indonesian activist groups and the
Left generally.

The double standards of the root-and-
branch condemnation of all things Indo-
nesian by some of the activist groups,
who are silent in the face of far greater
and more sustained human rights
abuses elsewhere and who fail to ac-
knowledge the real progress in both eco-
nomic and political terms which Indone-
sia has made in recent years, is no bar to
their having great influence on the
Caucus.

GREG
SHERIDAN

These groups will want all of
Australia’s national interests to be sacri-
ficed in the act of making the loudest
and longest protests possible.

This is a great weakness in our foreign
go]icy debate, that it is frequently driven

y the politics of domestic political
protest.

This is one reason why it is so often so
difficult to get a nuanced or balanced
position adopted. Everyone involved in
Australian politics believes it was essen-
tial for the Government to make a vigor-
ous protest at the massacre in DI, If
such massacres were standard Indone-
sian policy then it would be very difficult
for Australia to maintain more than a
formal and commercial relationship with
that country.

But the massacre is not a standard or
acceptable part of Indonesian policy.

Indonesia is a society racing ahead eco-
nomically, with a stable middie class of 50
million to 60 million. It is a liberalising
society, becoming more sophisticated,
more tolerant. If Australia were to engi-
neer a rupture in the relationship with
Indonesia our ability to encourage that
process, not least in Timor, would be nil.

Australians have not accepted at all the
importance of a successful, stable Indo-
nesia to our national interests. Following
only the United States and Japan, no
country is more important to us than In-
donesia. Its command of the sea and air

approaches to Australia is obvious. Its
size — 180 million, the world's fifth most
populous nation and the largest Islamic
nation ~ is also obvious.

What is less well understood is the com-
mercial, political and cultural stake we
now have in Indonesia. As the dominant
nation in South-East Asia, a hostiie In-
donesia could block virtually any Aust-
ralian initiative in the region.

Moreover, our direct commercial ties
have expanded exponentially in recent
years. More than 120 Australian com-
panies are active in Indonesia, it is our
eighth largest export market and direct
Australian investment is now more than
$US1 billion ($1.3 billion). The two-way
trade balance is heavily in our favour.

The real challenge to Evans will be to
manage the politics back in Australia.
His Indonesian hosts ~ by arranging a
call on Suharto, and meetings with min-
isters such as General Try Sutrisno, the

éTrade balance
in our favour?

head of the Indonesian armed forces,
and Admira! Sudomo, the Security Min-
ister, as well as Governor Carrascalao,
the Governor of East Timor, plus the of-
ficials conducting the inquiry into the
massacre — have demonstrated a desire
to make the visit a success.

But Evans and the Government he
represents have made Australia-Indone-
sian relations a hostage to the Indone-
sian inquiry into the Dili massacre.
Evans has said the Government will
review the whole relationship if the
inguiry is not satisfactory.

What does this mean? Is the question
of Indonesian sovereignty over Timor,
which underlies the Timor Gap Treaty
which the Hawke Government commit-
ted itself to in December 1089, up for
grabs?

It would be quite possible for the Indo-
nesian authorities Lo repudiate the mas-
sacre ‘and move to discipline those re-
sponsible for it without coming out pub-
licly in the way that generaily happens in
Australla. In fact, this is likely to be the
Indonesian response. But the Hawke
Government has generated immense
political expectations within Australia
that the inquiry must produce a public
scapegoat.

The dangers of the bilateral relation-
ship being caught up in the ebb and flow
of domestic Australian politics are great,
particularly in the middle of this leader-
ship crisis. After all, how better for the
Prime Minister to shore up his support
with the Left than by taking a super
hard line with the Indonesians?

Similarly, Evans’s ability to speak de-
{initively for the Government is limited
by the drift and malaise in Canberra.
Will commitments, or less precise under-
standings, entered into by Evans on be-
half of the Hawke Government be hon-
oured by a Keating government, should
Keating become prime minister? Indeed,
would Keating necessarily keep Evans as
foreign minister?

One thing is certain, Jakarta will not be
unaware of the crisis of the Hawke Gov-
ernment.

Evans argued in his recent book on for-
eign policy that the relationship with In-
donesia had recently acquired much
more ballast and wouid only be blown off
course by a storm. It may be that in fu.
ture the so-called ballast will be more im-
portant than the high political profile
the relationship has recently had.

It could become a relationship of re-
glons, with the Northern Territory's in-
volvement in the economic growth of
eastern Java a good example.

But for Evans, the first task is to keep
the relationship on an even keel, while
restating Australia’s objection to Indo-
nesia’s methods in East Timor. Given
the crisis in which his own Government
is caught, this will be no small feat.

The Australian, 18 December 1991
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INDONESIA

Massacre deals blow to East Timor integration

Over the edge

By Adam Schwarz in Dili, East Timor
T he killing of youths when Indone-

sian soldiers opened fire on demon-

strators at a cemetery here on 12
November, has undone 15 years of effort
to integrate East Timor into Indonesia, ac-
cording to at least one MP from the ruling
Golkar party.

Although the Indonesian Armed Forces
(Abri) said the soldiers fired after being
provoked and that only 19 demonstrators
died in the clash, 91 were injured and 308
detained, many eyewitnesses put the death
toll at 100 or more, with a possibility of it
rising.

The widely witnessed killings, which
took place after a one-hour march in which
young Timorese demonstrated
for independence, have badly
damaged Indonesia’s human
rights record and re-opened all
the old internal and interna-
tional resentment and opposi-
tion over Indonesia’s annexa-
tion of the former Portuguese

also been weakened.

Indonesia invaded East Timor in late
1975 after a nominally communist group
had assumed power in the wake of the
Portuguese withdrawal earlier in the year.
The territory was made Indonesia’s 27th
province in mid-1976 and Jakarta has
maintained since then that the majority of
Timorese are in favour of integration with
Indonesia.

The UN continues to treat Portugal as
the administrating power in East Timor,
and most Western countries have not offi-
cially recognised Indonesia’s takeover.

The province remained closed to out-
siders for 13 years and human rights
groups claim more than 100,000 Timorese

died during that period in fighting or from

XX

colony in 1976. >

Abri has not identified any
of the detainees or casualties,
or described the condition of
the injured. It did confirm that
a New Zealand volunteer
worker, Kamal Bamadhaj, had
been killed. The 20-year-old
student was critically wound-
ed immediately after the
shooting started, eyewitnesses
said.

The army described the
demonstration which passed through the
centre of Dili as “brutal and violent” and
said soldiers opened fire on the students in
order to protect themselves. Six foreigners
present at the rally and dozens of Timorese
eyewitnesses who spoke to the REVIEW all
described the demonstration as orderly
and disciplined and said the army, with-
out warning or provocation, fired directly
into a densely packed crowd gathered in
front of the Santa Cruz cemetery.

The credibility and effectiveness of the
governor of East Timor, Mario Carrascalao,
and the senior military officer in the prov-
ince, Brig.-Gen. R. S. Warouw, have been
seriously jeopardised by the killings, ana-
lysts said. The position of respected Indo-
nesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas, who
had lobbied to get a Portuguese parlia-
mentary team to visit East Timor, which
the Portuguese cancelled in October, has
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Santa Cruz cemetery where the massacre occurred.

starvation and neglect. Since the late 1970s,
the army has waged a low-intensity cam-
paign against guerillas of the Fretilin inde-
pendence group who are said to currently
number no more than a few hundred.
However, in recent years there has been
a sharp upturn in anti-integration senti-
ment among the young, especially in Dili,
according to church officials and other East
Timor observers. A large majority of East
Timor’s 750,000 inhabitants are Catholic, in
contrast to the overwhelming Muslim ma-
jority elsewhere in Indonesia except in the
island of Bali, which is basically Hindu.
Independence-seeking youths have
been treated harshly, according to many
accounts from Timorese activists and sev-
eral international human rights groups. In
August, London-based Amnesty Interna-
tional criticised what it said was an “ac-
celerating pattern of short-term detention,

FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW

109

torture and ill-treatment of political oppo-
nents” in East Timor.

The procession on 12 November was
partly intended as a memorial for one of
two Timorese youths who died two weeks
earlier in a clash at Dili's Motael church.
One of the victims was a Timorese intelli-
gence agent working for the army, said the
senior clergyman in Dili, Bishop Carlos
Ximenes Belo. The other, Sebastio Gomes,
was sleeping in the church on the night of
the attack. .

A memorial mass for Sebastio was held
at the church at around 6:15 am. on 11
November. Between 7 am. and 7:15 a.m.
youths left the mass and assembled into a
procession which filled the road running
along the beach through Dili‘s centre. The
group leaving the church numbered be-
tween 1,000 and 1,500, according to army
and eyewitness estimates. The demonstra-
tors, most under the age of 25, were led by
small girls carrying flowers.

The marchers had intended to walk past
the governor’s office and continue up to
the Santa Cruz cemetery, a distance of
about 3 km. After laying flowers on
Sebastio’s grave and holding
a prayer service, they had
planned to march back down
to the Turismo Hotel and hold
a demonstration there.

Staying at the Turismo was
Pieter Kooymans, the UN
Special Rapporteur on Tor-
ture. He was the first high-
ranking international official
to visit Dili since the cancella-
tion in late October of the Por-
tuguese visit to East Timor.
The demonstration which
youths had planned for the
Portuguese visitors was held
for Kooymans instead, ac-
cording to several Timorese
who took part. .

Leaving the Motael church,
some demonstrators unfurled
banners and posters, some of which had
been hidden on the beach during the mass.
The banners carried messages such as
“Viva East Timor,” “We Love Independ-
ence,” “[UN] Secretary-General: We Are
Waiting For You.” One demonstrator car-
ried a poster of Xanana Gusmao, the com-
mander of Fretilin and leader of the oppo-
sition movement.

Maj.-Gen. Sintong Panjaitan, who has
operational authority for East Timor buit is
based in Bali, claimed that near the begin-
ning of the march, a man left the proces-
sion and stabbed Maj. Girhan Lantara, 35,
a deputy commander of the 700th Battal-
lon, in the chest. The major is recuperating
in a Jakarta hospital, Panjaitan said. He
added that demonstrators threw rocks at
buildings on the procession route and
hurled abuse at soldiers.

According to Panjaitan, who gave the
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first official report of the incident at a press
conference in Dili on 14 November, sol-
diers arrived at the Santa Cruz cemetery to
“keep order” and prevent destruction of
property. Warouw told the REVIEW that 200
armed soldiers arrived at the cemetery.

Panjaitan said the demonstrators ver-
bally abused soldiers in front of the ceme-
tery and brandished knives. He said a shot
rang out from the crowd, whereupon the
soldiers fired waming shots in the air.
Then, one.demonstrator threw a grenade
at the soldiers which did not explode,
Panjaitan said.

At this point, an officer yelled “Don’t
shoot,” but the order was misunderstood
or not heard and the soldiers opened fire,
he said. Panjaitan expressed regret at the
loss of life but said the soldiers were left
only with the choice of “kill or be killed.”
He said soldiers later collected three rifles,
three pistols, six grenades and hundreds of
knjves from killed, injured or captured
demonstrators.

Apart from the account of the stabbing
of Lantara, more than 30 eyewitnesses con-
tacted by the REVIEW contradicted the of-
ficial army account in every significant
detail.

According to numerous eyewitnesses,
there were no soldiers at the cemetery
when the procession arrived. Some stu-
dents had draped their banners across the
front wall of the cemetery and some were
shouting independence slogans. Witnesses
say some demonstrators may have been
carrying knives but that at no point, either
along the procession or at the cemetery,
were weapons of any kind visible to on-
lookers. The procession had grown in size
along the way and numbered about 2,000
when it arrived at the cemetery, witnesses
estimate.

The procession was described as or-
derly and disciplined by many partici-
pants. Witnesses say the procession re-
mained within the confines of the road at
all times and that while slogans were
shouted, soldiers on the route were not
verbally abused. Many soldiers and po-
licemen lined the route of the procession,
some armed and some carrying wooden
batons.

Some witnesses say there were some
stones thrown by both demonstrators and
soldiers but only at a few points along the
procession route.

The procession arrived at the cemetery
around 8 a.m. Witnesses said the first sol-
diers were spotted about five minutes later,
when 500-800 people had already entered,
with another 1,000-1,500 standing around
the entrance. The crowd outside extended
about 25 m to each side of the main gate
and was about 20 m deep, according to
Robert Muntz, an Australian aid worker
who was near the front entrance, when the
shooting started.

A truck carrying 30-40 troops came
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down the road from the north and stopped
near the intersection at the southwest cor-
ner of the cemeterv. Some of these troops
were carrying riot shields and batons; the
rest were armed. Very shortly afterwards,
about 200 armed soldiers came marching
down the same route as the procession had
taken.

As the first line of soldiers rounded the
comner, they advanced a few steps towards
the demonstrators, the nearest being about
20 m away, and opened fire, witnesses
said. Soldiers poured down the street in
front of the cemetery and along the south
wall, firing continuously. Witnesses say the
first burst of sustained firing lasted about
two minutes.

Two American journalists, Amy
Goodman and Allan Nairn, were near the
southwest corner when the soldiers ar-
rived. “Everybody could see the troops
marching down the street. The demonstra-
tors got quieter and quieter and began to
back away. The soldiers marched in con-
trolled, deliberate formation, with guns
raised. They knew exactly what they were
going to do,” said Goodman.

The soldiers started firing just as they
passed the two journalists. A second line
of soldiers beat the two
with rifle butts and
kicked them, fracturing
Nairn’s skull. They
were able to escape 10
minutes later when a
car picked them up. As
he left, Nairn said there
were “dozens” of bod-
ies lying in front of the
cemetery.

Many demonstrators
were able to escape by
running down the road
past the cemetery or by
turning down the road
along the north side of
the cemetery and then
into the surrounding
neighbourhoods. Oth- f
ers pressed into the Eu &l
cemetery. S

All  eyewitnesses
who spoke to the REVIEW agreed that no
warning shots were fired and no orders to
disperse were given. Timorese eyewit-
nesses denied that any demonstrators car-
ried guns or grenades. “If we had these
weapons, how come nobody used them
when we were fired on?” asked one boy.
“It is very common that every time they
kill a Timorese the soldiers plant some kind
of weapon,” said another witness.

“We went forward to the soldiers
thinking that the presence of foreigners
might deter the soldiers from firing,” said
Goodman. “But I never would have
thought of doing so if at any time I saw
that the demonstrators were armed in any
way, even just carrying rocks.”
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intong: provocation.

Some demonstrators inside the ceme-
tery were able to escape by leaping over
the walls of the cemetery before the sol-
diers advanced. Chris Wenner, an English
film producer who was trapped in the
cemetery, said wounded people were
flooding over the south wall of the ceme-
tery but that for the first few minutes the
soldiers staved out of the cemetery.

“After the first volley of firing, there
was a pause as soldiers surrounded the
cemetery. They got up on the walls and,
on an order, started firing into the ceme-
tery and then moved into the cemetery in
force,” Wenner said.

According to Wenner and scores of
other eyewitnesses, soldiers shot at,
stabbed and beat people running through
the cemetery and lying on the ground.
Witnesses say sustained shooting contin-
ued with varying intensity for about 30
minutes with scattered gunshots being
heard around Dili for several hours.

No one knows how many injured are
not getting medical treatment rather than
report to a government hospital but many
Timorese believe the number is consider-
able. Equally unclear is what, exactly, mo-
tivated Indonesian soldiers to open fire on
unarmed youths. Most
commentators believe
the order to open fire
did not come from sen-
ior Indonesian army
officers.  Brig.-Gen.
Warouw, who is con-
sidered one of the better
military commanders to
have served in East
Timor, appeared pale
and shaken at the 14
November press confer-
ence. He told the
REVIEW he was asham-
ed at what had hap-
pened.

It is more under-
standable, analysts say,
to view the killings as
the culmination of a pe-
riod of extremely high
tension. Emotions had
been running high for months in prepara-
tion for the Portuguese visit. Timorese say
the army had launched a systematjc in-
timidation campaign to discourage
Timorese from demonstrating during the
Portuguese visit. There are many allega-
tions of night-time arrests and torture. :

Nerves were frayed still further after the
deaths of the two youths on 28 October, it
could have been the stabbing of Lantara
that pushed the soldiers over the edge,
some observers believe.

Even if the stabbing had not occurred,
soldiers may have been sufficiently en-
raged simply by the boldness of the dem-
onstrators in shouting anti-Indonesian slo-
gans in the centre of Dili, suggests Belo.
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Both Belo and Carrascalao said they had
feared the same kind of violence would
have occurred had the Portuguese come.

The 12 November incident puts in tragic
relief the failings in the army’s campaign
to win over the “hearts and minds” of the
Timorese, in the words of Panjaitan.
Carrascalao, in an interview, bitterly criti-
cised the army’s practice of employing
Timorese men as intelligence agents.

Calling these agents “thugs and ban-
dits,” the governor said that by using them
the army had added still further to the cli-
mate of fear in East Timor. He said the
army would have to change its approach,
but did not say in what way.

Some fear that the army may close
ranks against the province and crack down
viciously on all signs of opposition. This
would be a major setback for officials such
as Alatas who have pushed for more
openness.

But many analysts say Alatas’ ability to
influence policy on East Timor may be re-
duced following the killings. It was Alatas,
against the advice of Carrascalao, Belo and
many in the army, who decided to push
ahead with the Portuguese visit. The
prospect of this visit greatly increased the
level of tension in East Timor and was
certainly one factor behind the killings.

“The problem [with the Portuguese
visit] was that neither side understood
what the other wanted. For the Timorese,
the [idea of a] visit was a mistake,” said
Carrascalao.

A partial explanation for Alatas’ mis-
calculation is the scarcity of accurate news
coverage out of East Timor. Domestic news
organisations rarely report on it except in
quoting offidal sources. Few local publi-
cations have dared veer far from the official
account of the 12 November killings.

What is reported are the economic gains
that East Timor has enjoyed since integra-
tion. Per capita income is only about
US$200 in East Timor — about 40% of the
national average — but this is five times
the level it was when the Portuguese
withdrew.

Indonesia has invested substantial
amounts in new roads, bridges and
schools. But the degree of opposition to
integration that still remains is almost
never alluded to in domestic reports.

There have been strong reactions to the
killings from many of Indonesia’s most
important trading partners. Australia, the
US and Japan have all expressed concern
and urged a full investigation. The UN and
the International Red Cross, which has
been denied access to detainees and
wounded, made similar statements.

International condemnation of the inci-
dent has elicited a strong response in Ja-
karta. Abri Commander in Chief Gen. Try
Sutrisno regretted the killings but said the
matter was an internal one for Indonesia.
He rejected criticism about human rights
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violations.
“Indonesia is a
member of the UN Hu-

man Rights Commission. There is no doubt
about human rights in Indonesia,” he was
quoted as saying. He and other senior offi-
cials vigorously attacked the foreign media
for exaggerating and misreporting the in-
cident.

On 17 November, State Secretary
Murdiono said Indonesia would form a
national investigating team to study what
happened. The team will consist of officials
from the ministries of foreign affairs, jus-
tice and home affairs, and representatives
of the armed forces, the national advisory
body and parliament. While some analysts
said the step was unusual in Indonesia’s
experience, others said the composition of
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the team would prevent it from getting at
the truth.

Abdul Hakim, who heads the Jakarta-
based Legal Aid Society, urged the gov-
emment to let representatives from non-
government organisations and journalists
join the team. He also said the
government should not be so
sensitive about foreign partici-
pation in the investigating
team.

It is not certain that the
press will continue to have ac-
cess to East Timor. Although
some foreign journalists were
allowed in immediately after
the killings, a journalist for the Japanese
Kyodo News Service was denied entry on
17 November.

Timorese sources dismissed the investi-
gating team completely, saying Timorese
eyewitnesses to the killings would be far
too frightened to speak to the team with-
out guarantees of safety from international
organisations.

One woman mourning in Santa Cruz
cemetery on 14 November said: “Someone
always investigates when one of us is killed
and then they go away. Then someone else
is killed and there’s another investigation
and nothing happens. If it keeps going like
this, they’ll end up killing us all.” =
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A dinkum
Inquiry

ob Hawke has called for a ‘dinkum’ inquiry
into the massacre in East Timor on 12
November, but the chances for a truly inde-
pendent Indonesian investigation look slim.

Already Home Affairs Minister Rudini has dis-
missed the massacre as ‘a small incident’ and three
leading Indonesian human rights activists have been
prevented from travelling to the territory from
Jakarta to make their own assessment of the situa-
tion.

If there is anything positive about the Indonesian
inquiry it's the fact that it sets a precedent. Already a
pro-democracy group in Jakarta has called for similar
investigations of a string of past shootings. In 1984
troops opened fire on Islamic demonstrators in the
Jakarta port district of Tanjung Priok, killing as many
as 400 people, according to unofficial accounts (the
official toll was 30). In 1989 at Lampung in south
Sumatra troops shot members of a breakaway Islamic
sect, officially killing 38 people, and over the past two
years there have been numerous reports of mas-
sacres and extra-judicial killings from the troubled
province of Aceh in northern Sumatra.

This history of violence is the backdrop against
which we should read the chilling comments on the
Timor massacre by Indonesia’s military commander
General Try Sutrisno. ‘The armed forces are deter-
mined to eliminate whoever disturbs stability,’ he told
an audience at a Jakarta military academy. ‘It is nec-
essary to fire on delinquents, which is what agitators
are, and we will fire on them.’

Mr Hawke described Try Sutrisno’s comments as
‘repugnant in the extreme’. Yet he took no steps to
send home 22 Indonesian military officers currently
undertaking a combat training course at Kanungra in
Queensiand as part of Canberra’s $2 million defence
cooperation program with Jakarta.

And while the prime minister has called on Presi-
dent Suharto to open a dialogue with the Timorese
people, including the nationalist resistance, the fed-
eral government continues to resist calls that it initi-
ate action on East Timor at the United Nations.
Australia’s active foreign minister, Gareth Evans, has
buiit an international profile with initiatives on the
Antarctic, APEC, chemical weapons and Cambodia
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— a stark contrast to his reluctance to take any
kind of stand on East Timor.

Given the serious doubts attached to the
Indonesian inquiry into the massacre, it is
understandable that Australian MPs have set up
their own public hearings into the shootings.
The hearings were announced by Senator Chris
Schacht, who chairs the Joint Parliamentary
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and
Trade.

Yet this is getting into dangerous territory.
Australian politicians will be perceived in the
region to be setting themselves up in a ‘holier
than thou’ fashion to pass judgement over the
affairs of another nation. A more appropriate
response would be to encourage the UN to send
a special human rights investigator to Indone-
sia and East Timor to compile an independent
report, as has been done in Burma.

Plenty of questions would be left over for dis-
cussion at Senator Schacht’s public hearings,
which should focus attention on Australian pol-
icy towards East Timor since 1975, Should Can-
berra have recognised Indonesian sovereignty
in 19792 Has policy been unduly influenced by
the desire to exploit the oil and other off-shore
minerals in the Timor Gap? Is the Timor Gap
Treaty between Australia and Indonesia valid —

- in both legal and moral terms? Should we sus-

pend defence cooperation with Indonesia or put
human rights caveats on future aid?

As AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY goes to press the
ALP federal caucus is at last about to debate a
motion raising exactly these issues. For years
people concerned about East Timor have found
it difficult to get a hearing. It is no coincidence
that film maker Gil Scrine titled his Timor doc-
umentary Buried Alive; the story of East Timor
has been smothered by silence.

Yet the massacre in Dili has set off an
avalanche of articles, protests, letters to the edi-
tor, talk-back phone calls and trade union
action. It is clear that beneath the surface Aus-
tralians were always deeply troubled by the
morally bankrupt policies towards East Timor
pursued by successive federal governments. It
remains to be seen what consequences will be
drawn in Canberra, and that will depend in part
upon how long the public maintains its rage. e
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After two years of repair work, relations with
Indonesia are soured by the massacre in Dili

By JEFF PENBERTHY

ustralian overseas aid worker Bob
Muntz felt nauseated as he lay in
a Melbourne hospital last week
waiting for surgery. His arm had
been torn open during his escape from the
Santa Cruz cemetery in Dili after the Nov.
12 massacre of East Timorese by Indone-
sian soldiers. But Muntz was not sickened
by his neglected and now infected wound
—he was not even sure how it had hap-
pened—but by the response of Australia’s
chief Foreign Affairs bureaucrat, Richard
Woolcott, to the shootings. “I am outraged
that the head of an Australian department
could show such callous indifference to the
murder of so many people,” he said.

Australian and U.S. State Department
estimates put the number of East Timor-
ese killed at between 50 and 100, plus a
Malaysia-born Sydney university student,
Kamal Bamadhaj. And scores of people
were wounded in the incident, when In-
donesian troops opened fire on a large
crowd attending a memorial service and
pro-independence rally in the capital of the
former Portuguese colony, invaded and
annexed by Indonesia in December 1975,
Before his death, Bamadhaj had travelled
with Muntz, Southeast Asia project officer
for Community Aid Abroad, as an inter-
preter.

From his Melbourne
hospital bed, Muntz
watched Woolcott—a
former ambassador to
Indonesia and architect
of Australia’s restored
relationship with its giant
neighbor—appearing on
the ABC’s Lateline pro-
gram and stressing the
need for Australia to
find “the right balance”

in its responses to the Woolcott: need for “right balance”

massacre. “There is a need to draw a dis-
tinction between the understandable reac-
tion to the present human tragedy and the
longterm need to maintain a working and
as close a relationship with Indonesia as
possible,” Woolcott said. The longtime dip-
lomat expressed abhorrence of the mas-
sacre but quickly moved on to say that
Australia’s response must not seriously
harm the wider interests of the Australia—
Indonesia relationship. The trick, he said,
was to steer a course “between Wilsonian
idealism and Bismarckian realism.”

Unfortunately for Woolcott, he was un-
wittingly trapped on the program between
two events: the screening of horrific televi-
sion footage of the actual massacre, with
people clawing their way over each other
to get away from the bullets, and the dis-
closure of blatantly unrepentant statements
by the commander of Indonesia’s armed
forces, General Try Sutrisno, three days
after the event.

Referring directly to the East Timorese,
Try told graduates at a military academy in
Jakarta: “People who refuse to toe the line
have to be shot. The armed forces are de-
termined to wipe out whoever disturbs sta-
bility . . . finally, yes, they have to be blast-
ed. Delinquents like these agitators have to
be shot and we will shoot them.” And if the
message had not got across, Try said the
people responsible for the disturbances in
East Timor—the rally
marchers who had test-
ed the patience and re-
straint of his troops—
“must be eliminated.”
He said the protesters
had unfurled posters
discrediting the govern-
ment, yelled “improper
words,” and “acted even
more brutally,” causing
the soldiers to fire sev-
eral warning shots.

ANTTILYI—AL DBV

As Try’s comments, reported in the In-
donesian newspaper Javakarta, were read
to Woolcott, his professional calm seemed
shaken. He licked his dry lips and then said
he certainly hoped the quotes were not ac-
curate. Such sentiments conflicted with the
“deep concern” that the Australian em-
bassy reported as being expressed by gov-
ernment officials in Jakarta, and by In-
donesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas, with
whom he had just attended a regjonal con-
ference in South Korea. “My view,” said
Woolcott, “is that this (the massacre) was
not directed from the center; that this inci-
dent arises from not particularly well-
trained, and disorderly, troops.” :

Neither Woolcott's diplomatic realpoli- |
tik nor his interpretation of the massuacre -
and its aftermath went down well with sur- |
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vivor Muntz, who believes it imperative
that Australia takes action to get a United
Nations team to East Timor as soon as
possible. “Every day that we delay meuns
that it is highlyv likely there will be more
abuses,” savs Muntz.

Indonesia’s response to the massacre
actually hardened last week. Pro-East Tim-
or demonstrators were arrested in Jakarta.
Dili airport was closed and the local mili-
tary commander decided to deny relatives
and outsiders access to the wounded in a
military hospital. As a result. Australia’s
protests against the massacre became
sterner and privately officials accepted that
Australia’s relations with Indonesia had
suffered a huge setback, potentially far
more serious thun the Indonesian outrage
that followed the publication of & Svdnev

Moming Herald article on the Suharto fam-
ily’s wealth in 1986, which led to a three-
vear breach in official relations.

radually, perhaps even reluctant-
ly, moral outrage against the mas-
sacre seems to be building among
government officials and M.Ps,
and. as a result, vears of careful repair
work on the relationship with Indonesia
could be lost. A visit to Jakarta by Industry
Minister John Button scheduled for Dec. 12
now secms likely to be cancelled and a state
visit by Prime Minister Bob Hawke in Feb-
ruary is in doubt.

Late last week. Hawke described the
comments of Trv Sutrisno. with whom he
had a cordial meeting in Canberra recentiy,

as “repugnant in the extreme.” The Prime | international move for a proper resolution
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Clockwise from left: minutes
before the shooting started;
a victi‘rn's dying moments;
marchers scatter amid
gunfire; aid worker Muntz in
hospital in Melbourne:
outraged at Woolcott's '
“callous indifference”

Minister repeated his warning that Indone-
sia stood to lose the respect of the interna-
tional community unless it punished the
culprits, but said he did not believe the de-
fiant comments coming from the military
reflected the attitude of President Suharto,
who is visiting South America. “I think the
President understands the enormity of
what happened.” Hawke said.

Thus far, Australia has accepted Indo-
nesia’s plan for a judicial inquiry into the
massacre. even though members of the
panel are former senior military officers,
and the U.S. Senate foreign relations com-
mittec is calling on the Bush Administra-
tion to press for a U.N. inquiry. Although
there is now mounting pressure on a reluc-
tunt and embarrassed Australia to lead the
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of the latest East Timor atrocity, the Aus-
tralian government is caught in a bind.

Both the Whitlam and Fraser govern-
ments gave the wink to Indonesia’s inva-
sion plans in 1975, and in 1979 the Fraser
government parted ways with the U.N. by
recognizing Indonesia’s sovereignty over
East Timor. U.N. resolutions still call for
an act of self-determination in the strife-
torn former colony. Then, in 1989, the
Hawke government signed the Timor Gap
oil exploration treaty, which depends on
Indonesian sovereignty for its legitimacy.
Canberra is now defending
the treaty before the World
Court in The Hague.

The Dili massacre has
again cast doubts on the
wisdom of Australia’s more
accommodating stance to-
wards the sensitivities of its
Southeast Asian neighbors
on human rights and other
matters. Many observers
believe Australia has tried
too hard and been far too
apologetic about its own
culture and political system
in its dealings with Malaysia
and Indonesia, in an attempt
to gain acceptance as a fully
integrated member of the
newly rich Asian region.

Australia has played a
constructive role as an hon-
est broker in the resolution
of the Cambodian civil war, but it has man-
aged this role because it has few strategic
or commercial interests at stake. Foreign
Minister Gareth Evans has been nominated
for the Nobel Peace Prize for his initiatives
on Cambodia. On East Timor, where
100,000 to 200,000 people are believed to
have been killed by the Indonesians in the
past 16 years—a higher proportion of the
population than killed in Pol Pot’s Cambo-
dia—Evans has been all but silent.

The difficulty, says Bruce Grant, former
commentator, diplomat and present chair-
man of the Australia-Indonesia Institute, is
getting regional support on human rights
issues. “Nobody else in Asia—not the
ASEAN nations, not Japan, not China—
seems to be concerned about these issues,”
Grant says. “Only the Europeans and the
U.S. are interested, and they are a long
way away. On human rights this happens
all the time.”

Nevertheless, Grant, co-author with
Foreign Minister Evans of a new book,
Australia’s Foreign Policy, says Australia
must take a firm position on the killings
and show the Indonesians that they cannot
get away with it. “If the Indonesians can’t
understand our concerns they have to be
made to understand,” he says. Australian
public opinion and human rights values—
“which we should not resile from”—will
require this.
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Despite his two-and-a-half vears of

building both sovernment and private
bridges to Indonesia through the institute.
Grant says the Dili massacre reveals some-
thing ubout Indonesia that the Australian
public has long suspected and is now con-

~firmed—something it does not like. For-

eign policy. he savs. cannot operate totally
apart from public opinion, which is now
very strongly against the Indonesians.

Grant acknowledges that it was unusual for :
Australia to have parted ways with the |

U.N. and recognized Indonesia’s claims to

the territory. He says Australia may now
have to re-examine its position.

But a major difficulty—one that existed
even before the Indonesian invasion and
annexation of East Timor—is that the East
Timorese factions, including the indepen-
dence movement Fretilin, have never had
an administrative structure to run a country.
To overcome this problem, Grant believes
arrangements could be made with Aus-
tralia, Indonesia, Portugal and the U.N. to
give the local people time to develop ad-
ministrative skills. Immediately after the
massacre, Prime Minister Hawke suggested
that, as 16 years of occupation had not
broken Fretilin, the Indonesians should sit
down with the East Timorese and discuss
how best to administer the place.

Ithough condemnation of the
massacre and calls for cuts in aid
to Indonesia have now come

. Indonesian factional opponent in the same

from the E.C., Portugal, the
Netherlands and the U.S.. regional pow-

ers—including Japan, Indonesia’s biggest
aid donor—have been all but silent. In a
statement immediately after the shootings,
a Japanese foreign ministrv official said
that if it had happened it would be “quite a
matter for concern.” It is this disturbing
lack of any real response from Indonesia's

Asian neighbors that allows some Aus-

tralian diplomats to counsel restraint. even
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Hawke: “The President understands the enormity of what happened”

silence. in the face of human rights abuses
in the region.

Australian embassy officers who visited
Dili fast week were unable to confirm East
Timorese claims of a second massacre of 60
10 80 people, who were allegedly rounded
up in trucks, driven west of Dili and shot on
Nov. 15, three days after the Dili massacre.
An Australian parliamentary subcommit-
tee will begin public hearings on the Santa
Cruz cemetery atrocity within two weeks.

Survivor Muntz. who has been asked to
testify, says he lived in a state of anxiety,

Odw3l

; Try: “they have to be blasted”

“varying from extreme uneasiness to gut-
wrenching fear,” from the time he arrived
in Dili five days before the massacre. He
had come to discuss several aid projects—a
fishing venture on the north coast, an agri-
cultural project and a women’s food-stall
cooperative—with Catholic church offi-
cials. Palpable tensions in the dusty colo-
nial town were heightened, says Muntz, by
the proposed visit of a Portuguese par-
liamentary delegation, which the locals
thought would bring about the withdrawal
of the Indonesian military within two or
three months. The visit was cancelled be-
cause of Indonesia’s refusal to grant a visa
to Lisbon-based Australian journalist Jill
Jolliffe, whom it regarded as a Fretilin
sympathizer. But it was the Oct. 28 shoot-
ing of a student activist, Sebastiao Gomes
Rangel, at Dili's Motael church and the
apparently accidental killing of a pro-

incident that set the later events in train.
The first thing Muntz noticed when
Svdney student Bamadhaj picked him up at
the airport were three World War II land-
ing barges on the beach at Dili with six
cannons trained on the town. Later, swim-
ming at a deserted beach, he and a com-
panion were swoaoped on by a truckload of
heavily armed soldiers. On a trip across the
island to Suai village, their bus was repeat-
edly stopped at roadblocks and all passen




gers were searched. At one roadblock, two
youths were searched and taken away. In
Suai, the priest asked Muntz not to talk to
locals about aid projects because they
would then be interrogated by the military.
An earlier visit by British aid officials had
brought soldiers by helicopter from Dili to
question locals.

When Muntz and Bamadhaj returned to
Dili and learned from American journalists
Allan Naim and Amy Goodman that there
was to be a memorial service and march to
Rangel’s grave early the next morning, they
sensed impending disaster. Together with
the American journalists and other for-
eigners—British photographer Stephen
Cox, Yorkshire Television cameraman Max
Stahl, an Australian traveler and his Dutch-
born wife—they decided to attend the ser-
vice with as many cameras and recorders
as possible in the hope of constraining the
Indonesian military’s reaction.

hat happened will be the sub-

ject of continuing dispute be-

tween Indonesian army officials

and eyewitnesses. Muntz says
the crowd outside the cemetery was order-
ly when soldiers arrived in trucks and, for
no reason, began firing straight into them.
Fleeing around a corner, he saw little more
of the massacre, but was injured after blun-
dering into a soldier and scrambling over
an iron fence as shots rang out behind him.
He ran through yards and houses, and was
later hidden by a local resident who locked
him in his house and left. The man re-
turned an hour later accompanied by In-
ternational Red Cross official Anton Marti,
who had already taken Muntz’s dying com-
panion, Bamadhaj, to hospital.

Since the shooting, East Timor’s military
commander, Brigadier-General Rudolf
Warouw, has maintained that only 19 dem-
onstrators were killed and 91 wounded after
his troops misheard an order “Don’t fire”
as “Fire.” Warouw has denied that the
5-10 minutes they spent pouring automatic
fire into the crowd was excessive. But
Muntz says he received confidential infor-
mation the day after the massacre that the
actual military count was 83 people killed
in and outside the cemetery with 13 others,
including Bamadhaj, dying in hospital.

After the Indonesian takeover of East
Timor, the killing of six Australia-based
newsmen—although also played down by
successive Australian governments—soured
relations between the two countries. The
widow of one, Shirley Shackleton, now an
East Timor rights campaigner, last week
pointed out in the Melbourne Age that the
Dili massacre was just a more visible exam-
ple of the brutality that has been going on
for years. The deaths of tens of thousands
have been largely ignored. Now, after sever-
a] promising years of rapprochement, Aus-
tralians are again reminded of what it is like
to live next door to an authoritarian military
regime that can react with horrifying viol-
ence in the face of demands for freedom. m
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US pressure

on Jakarta

Australian officials
in Washington are
Sfrustrated by the United
States’ lack of concern
about Indonesia’s role
wn East Timor. Margot
O’Neill examines the
relationship between
the island mation and
the US, its largest
supplier of arms

en US journalist Allan Nairn
recounted his harrowing frontline
experience of the East Timor
massacre for US congressmen, he noted it
was executed with US weapons. “The
United States has blood on its hands in
East Timor,” he said. Including his own.
Nairn made his presentation with a band-
aged head. the result of M-16 rifle butts.

Horrified congressmen scrambled to
find the tiny half-island on the map. They
also checked to find that the US has indeed
been the largest arms supplier to Indon-
esia and funds a $2 million military educat-
ion program as well. Faced for the first
time with US witnesses to an Indonesian
Army atrocity, Congress backed strongly
worded resolutions threatening to cut off
military aid unless there was an independ-
ent investigation and demanding that the
United Nations address “the underlying
causes” of conflict in East Timor.

It was the most significant congres-
sional statement on East Timor since the
Indonesian invasion in 1975 and, accord-
ing to a senior Senate staff member. it rep-
resented “the first considerable break be-
tween the [US] administration and Con-
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gress” over East Timor. “This massacre
has stirred a lot of interest. Members of
Congressare starting to get very agitated
that the administration is not responding
as strongly as it should be,” another staff
member said.

While the State Department called in
the Indonesian ambassador to express its
“serious concern” over the incident, it has
maintained a measured response in con-
demning the violence and calling for an in-
quiry while promoting continued military
assistance to help “expose [Indonesian of-
ficers] to ... humanitarian standards”.

Some exasperated congressmen, ac-
cusing the administration of being too
protective of Indonesian interests, raised
the possibility of more aggressive action -
including slashing $50 million in aid to
Indonesia. New York Democrat Thomas
Downey. who admitted that he had not
paid too much attention to Timor but who
serves on two influential economic com-
mittees, said he might also propose limit-
ing trade preferences to Indonesia.

While they lack the numbers for such
drastic action, the congressmen who have
highlighted the plight of the Timorese for
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the past 16 years believe East Timor is
back on the US agenda. One congressional
staffer says: “People are talking about
dusting off the UN resolutions on East
Timor’s right to self-determination. It’s not
a dead issue. Just a few years ago this
wouldn’t have been possible. But look at
the Baltics. If they can win their independ-
ence after all this time, why not East
Timor?”

Besides being the fifth most populous
nation and the largest Moslem nation in
the world. Indonesia is also the turnstile
for military and commercial shipping - in-
cluding vital oil tankers - between the In-
dian and Pacific oceans. But its strategic

value as a bulwark against the spread of
communism has diminished. The end of
the Cold War, say East Timor advocates,
means that Washington needs no longer
subordinate human-rights concerns to
strategic imperatives.

This view is gaining some momentum,
reflected in recent prominent editorials.
The Washington Post noted that, with the
“East-West conflict gone, almost everyone
is readier to consider legitimate calls for
self-determination”. It urged the US to
use its influence to convince Indonesia to
“abandon an exercise in Third World col-
onialism™. The Boston Globe was more
vociferous: “Indonesian rule in East Timor
is comparable to the mass murder of Cam-
bodians by the Khmer Rouge... The agony
of East Timor stands as a shameful symbol
of American hypoerisy towards Third
World peoples.”

Senior State Department officials con-
cede that human rights abuse is the *main
point of friction” in relations with Jakarta;
not only in East Timor but especially in the
northern Moslem province of Aceh, where
the human-rights group Asia Watch says
up to 1000 people may have been killed in
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the past two years. But, despite the heat in
Washington and heightened media aware-
ness, Indonesia remains a largely invisible
issue in the US.

“It just does not register here,” says
James Clad, a former New Zealand diplo-
mat now with one of Washington’s premier
think-tanks: the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace. “There is no signif-
jcant émigré community, which often
drives American interest in smaller coun-
tries from Africa or the Caribbean, and
there is no history of US involvement as
there is in Vietnam or the Philippines.
Also, Indonesia keeps a low international
profile. It does not conduct its foreign af-
fairs in a rancorous way.” T

Even with two US witnesses, the East
Timor massacre rated page 11 in The New
York Times and was mentioned by only
one major television evening news.

Dr Donald Emmerson, an Indonesian
specialist at Wisconsin University, says:
“American diplomats in the past have
referred to a special relationship with In-
donesia. But they're not talking about a
relationship like that with the Philippines.
What makes it special isits obscurity inthe
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On patrot in East Timor: human-rights
abuse is the “main point of friction”

eves of Americans, which means there’s
not much pressure put on the State De-
partment. I've had Indonesian officials
complain to me that most Americans think
Indonesia is a part of Bali. rather than the
other way around. I tell them they should
be glad they get so little attention.”

Last month's massacre was not the
first time an American had witnessed In-
donesian Army brutality. The US ambas-
sador, John Monjo, saw police attack a
group of hundreds of Timorese who had
gathered to greet him during a visit to Dili
last year. He demanded a guarantee that
none of the participants in the rally would
face prosecution and visited three of the
injured in hospital.

It was also not the first time the US has
been accused of indirect complicity in the
subjugation of East Timor. US officials
have confessed that 90% of the military
equipment used during the 1975 invasion
was American. The Indonesians used US
war planes delivered after the invasion to
quash insurgents as they fled into the hills.

Washington issued littie more than a
feeble protest over the invasion, launched
aday after President Geraid Ford and Sec-
retary of State Henry Kissinger left Jakar-
ta. But the most notable instance when the
US turned a blind eye was during the ’60s
when it publicly ignored. but
privately applauded, the ex-
termination of the Indonesian
Communist Party after a mili-
tary takeover by General Su-
harto. US officials say they did
not protest at the time be-
cause they were not aware of
the extent of the bloodbath,
which by some estimates ran
to 500,000 people killed.

While the US may have
been caught by surprise by
the timing of the takeover and
by its ferocity, US diplomats
had urged the army to move
against the Communists. Ace-
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ording to reports this year,
some embassy officials gave
the army thousands of names
of people they believed to be
Communist operatives.

With Suharto as president,
the US played a leading rolein
underwriting a spectacular
economic recovery program
designed and supervised by
US-trained technocrats and

which opened up vast oil and
gasreservesto US companies.
Despite Indonesia’s non-
aligned status, relations have
beenin broad alignment since.
Until the massacre, they had
shown signs of further im-
provement with signals from Jakarta that
it was becoming more open to US military
presence in the region.

US officials have often complained that
Australia is paranoid about Indonesian in-
tentions and Canberra readily admits that
it likes to remain abreast of US military
sales to Indonesia, especially when they
involve hi-tech F-16 jet fighters and
Harpoon missiles as they did during the
'80s. But Australian officials say they
would like to see Washington and Jakarta
expand their relations.

Indonesia’s strategic value transcends
the Cold War. From Washington’s point of
view, it remains a key economic partner
and a moderating voice among developing
and oil-producing nations. No matter what
the global political configuration, US ships
have to sail through Indonesian straits.

But as the relationship moves on to a
new footing, with the Indonesian govern-
ment keen to assert itself in more inter-
national forums where there will be great-
er emphasis on human rights, the environ-
ment and issues of democracy, East Timor
will remain the greatest problem.

And, as Suharto’s era draws to a close,
Jakarta's ability to bind together its is-
lands - despite secessionist movements in
East Timor, Aceh and Irian Jaya - will be
tested anew. So will the price it is willing
to exact for success. &
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Misunderstanding
sets off shooting

DILI (JP): The shooting by security troops at demonstrators on Tuesday that claimed the lives of
several people was caused by a misunderstanding, a military commander told journalists here

yesterday.

Maj. Gen. Sintong Pan-
jaitan, commander of the
Udayana Military commund
that also covers East Timor,
said that although the protes-
ters had fired a shotl at and
thrown & hand grenade to-
wards the troops, the officer
in charge had actually or-
dered his troops not to open
fire at the demonstrators.

“But the soldiers apparent-
ly misheard the order, and
they began to shoot at the
demonstrators, causing the
loss of several lives. Luckily
the grenade did not go off,”
Sintong said.

He said that 20 people were
killed during the incident, in-
cluding a New Zealand na-
tional, known as Kamal
Bamadhaj. They all had been
buried in a mass grave, while
91 others who had been in-
jured during the riot were
still being treated at the milit-
ary hospital.

Sintong said that when a
soldier felt comered he
would retaliate. The demon-
strators had turned wild and
they had opened fire at and
thrown a grenade towards
members of the Indonesian
Armed Forces (ABRI).

Mass

The incident took place
near the Santa Cruz Catholic
cemetery. Around 1,000 to
1,500 people had just at.
tended a mass at the Motael
church to commemorate the
death of two East Timorese
youths who were killed dur.
ing a previous brawl and
were marching near the

cemetery.

“The crowds thronged the
streets and paraded toward
the govemor’s office and
were then to go to the Turis-
mo Hotel, where officials of
the UN Human Rights Com-
mission were staying. While
marching they threw stones

ut polive stations,”
said.

He said ABRI members
had remained calm and pa-
tient, but they could not
stand the situation any longer

Sintong

after the demonstrators stab-.

bed Maj. Girhan Lantara and
another army officer. The sec-
urity troops wanted to open
fire at the demonstrators, but
they were ordered to refrain
from shooting.

“Arriving at the Santa Cruz
cemetery, around 20 to 30 of
the marchers climbed the
wall and raised a banner, Fre-
tilin and Portugal flags, ask-
ing some foreigners who
were present during the para-
de to take a picture of them,”
he said, adding that some of
them yelled anti-Indonesia
slogans and that it was there
that the biloody incident took
place.

The chief of the East Timor
Operational Command, Brig.
Gen. R.S. Warouw,. said that
Tuesday’s demonstration was
launched by the East Timor-
ese separatist group, Fretilin,

East Timor, a former Portu-
guese colony integrated itself
into Indonesia in 1976, short-
ly after the Lisbon govern-
ment withdrew its administ-
ration following an outbreak
of a civil war in the territory.

Sintong said that ABRI had
confiscated three hand gre-
nades, six pistols, three rifles,
three swords and a number of
knives and blades and
around 30 Fretilin and Portu-
guese flags.

“None of us want to dam-
age the church. Even the
ABRI members, who are
mostly Moslems, have helped
build a number of chapels in
various parts of East Timor,”
explained Sintong, himself a
Christian. '

The province's chief police,
Ishak Kodiat told The Jakar-

ta Post that up to yesterday,
49 people were still being
heid for interrogation on
Tuesday's incident.

Not interfere

. In Jakarta, Armed Forces
Commander Gen. Try Sutris-
no told reporters yesterday
that foreign countries should
not interfere in East Timor
since il was entirely In-
denesia's internal affair.
also denied that In-
donesia had violated any hu-
.man rights in handiing the
rioters on Tuesday, saying
that “We (Indonesia) are a
member of the Human Rights
Commission of the United
Nations.”
. Reports from Canberra said
that yesterday around 200
protesters burned the In-
donesian flag outside the In-
donesian embassy. Earlier,
the protesters, including
members of Australia’s East
Timorese 'community, de-
monstrated outside parlia-
ment, calling on Prime Minis-
ter Bob Hawke to cancel a
planned trip to Indonesia
next February. .

In  Seoul, Indonesia’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Ali Alatas, who was in the
South Korean capital to at-
tend a two-day regional
economic meeting, said yes-
terday that people behind
Tuesday’s shooting in East
Timor would be punished af-
ter a full inquiry- into the
incident.

“We are goingeto investi-
gate what has happened.
Whoever is at faull will be
pursued. _according to the
law,” Alatas said during a
press conference in Seoul.

Meanwhile in Jakarta, a vis-

-iting delegation from the UN

Human Rights Commission,
which was in Dili at the time
of the clashes, met with
Armed Forces Commander

PT PAL may service

American

JAKARTA (JP): President
Soeharto has approved PT
PAL’s plan to provide service
to U.S. warships at its dock-
yard in Surabaya, says State
Minister for Research and
Technology B.J. Habibie.

“The President has allowed
PT PAL to provide repair
services for foreign commer-
cial vessels and warships, in-
cluding those of the U.S.
Navy,” Habibie told reporters
after meeting with Soeharto
at the Merdeka Palace here
yesterday.

Habibie said PT PAL's
facilities were adequate and
its workers were skilled
enough to service U.S. Navy
ships.

He said however that the
state-owned shipbuilding
company would not provide
maintenance for U.S. carriers
and other vessels which car-
ried nuclear weapons.

The Surabaya dockyard
currently repairs Indonesian
warships, including frigates
and corvettes, built in the
United States and Britain.

h .

The dockyard also constructs
tankers of up 16,000 dead
weight tons, tug boats and
freighters of up to 3,000 DWT.

“However, we will have to
improve our capability in
writing reports in English.
and provide additional
laboratory facilities to meet
the requirements of U.S.
standards,” said Habibie,
who is also president of PT
PAL.

He said PT PAL and the.

U.S. Navy also still had to
finalize negotiations on the
schedules of reparation.

The minister said the
maintenance services would
help the country earn foreign
exchange from both the ser-
vices themselves and the vis-
its of crews of repaired ves-
sels.

Armed Forces Commander
Gen. Try Sutrisno said earlier
this week that he did not have
any objection to the planned
service of U.S. warships at PT
PAL as long as it was strictly
based on commercial pur-
poses.

Gen. Try Suuisno at the lat-
ter's office yesterday.

The Artmed Forces Infor-
mation Center said in a state-
ment that Gen. Try briefed
the delegation, led by Dutch-
man Pieler Koymaans, about
the Nov. 12 incident.

The delegation asked the
military to refrain from vio-
lence in handling the de-
tainees and Gen. Try in re-
sporse said the Pancasila
ideology respects  human
rights and that Indonesia as a
constitutional state is bound
by existing laws.

Koymaans, who leaves In-
donesia later today, was not
available for comment.

A United Nations spokes-
man said in New York vester-
day that Secretary General
Javier Perez de Cuellar
would seek first hand infor-
mation about the Dili clashes
from Koymaans.

Perez de Cuellar, who has
been sponsoring “talks bet-
ween Indonesia and Portugal
to resolve the East Timor
question, on Wednesday de-
plored the loss of lives and
urged Jakarta to ensure no
repetition of such an inci-
dent.

In Jakarta, Roman Catholic
leaders expressed “concem
and regret” at the incident
and urged all parties involved
to settle the matter through
the judicial process.

The Bishops' Conference of
Indonesia (KWI) in a state-
ment said it “feels compelled
to stress that the Church is
not a political institution
which could determine the
political activities of its mem-
bers.”

“The political activities of
some of its members could
not be regarded as the activi-
ty of the Church or con-
ducted on behalf of the
Church.”

The military have said that
some church workers in Dili
were involved in the demon-
stration and that the Moatel
Church, the site of a mass
before the march to the gov-
emor’s office, had been used
as a rendezvous place for the
perpetrators.

Belo

East Timor's Bishop Carlos
Ximenes Belo yesterday told
foreign journalists in Dili that
257 young East Timorese
sought refuge in his episco-
pate office shortly after the
clashes. They had since been
returned to their respective
homes, he added.

Belo also said he had writ-
ten to East Timor Governor
Mario Viegas Carrascalao re-
futing the military charges
that the Church and some of
its members were respons-
ible for the demonstration.

The International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in
Geneva said yesterday that it
was “dismayed” at the vio-
lence in Dili.

The ICRC in a statement
demanded ‘“immediate ac-
cess to all persons detained”
after the clashes.

Editorial — Page 4
Foreign ~ Page 11
Probe — Page 12

Jakarta Post, 14 November 199]
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East Timor

Indonesian military
shoot protesters

Indonosian troops d fire on a protest
demonsiration by young Timorese in the
East Timor capital of Dili on Tucsday. It is
officially admitted that as many as 40
young mea may have died. Other sstimates
put the number as high as 200.

The clash occurred at a cometery after a
requiem Mass for two young Timorese who
had been killed by security forcss. Western
journalists present, and injured in the
viojencs, have said that the soidiers used
thair firearms against the protesters withe
out provoeation,

The former Portuguese colony of East
Timor was invaded by Indonesia in 1978
and apnexed the foliowing vear, Armed
resistance to the occupation has not been
entirely eradicated by the occupying
forces, Indonesia’s occupation is not recoge
nised by the United Nations which regurds
Portugal ag still having formal responsibilie
ties.

President Mario Soares of Porrugal con-
demned Tuesday's massacre and set it in
the context of “repeated acts of escainting
violence by the occupying Indonesian
forces agminst the defenceless population
of East Timor™,

A Portuguese parfiamentary dolegation,
due in East Timor early this month,
suspended s visit after the Indonesian
authorities had refused to admit one of the
sccompanying journalists chosen by the
delegation (7he Tablet. 2 November). The
prospect of that visit and its cffoct on
Timorese netionalists - Portugal has
calied for a referendum for self-
determination — has caused nervousness

in the local Indonesian administration and
security forces, which have reacted by
issuing thrests and adopting repressive
measures, Chris McGillion writes from
Sydney, Auswralia: The Church has played
an oxsentinl role in keeping the East Timor
issuc  alive. Internatiomally  Bishop
Ximenes Belo of Dili has drawn auention
to the struggle by repeatedly condemning
human rights abuses by Indonesian secur-
Ity forces, and by advocating an intema.
tionally supervised act of self-
determination for the East Timorese,
Locally, the Catbolic Church has resisted
attempts by the Indonesians to destroy
East Timorese language and culture and
Catbolic schools have become major cen-
tres of anti-Indonesian activity,

There it no doubting the courage of
Bishop Belo. Indeed. many observers sug-
gest that he is heading for the same fate as
El Salvador's Archbishop Oscar Romero
who was assassinated by a military-backed
death squad in 1980. But Belo’s motives
may be more complex than thoy at first

_r,
* akarta's atempt to inteprate East
Timor forcibly with the rest of Indonesia
has encouraged 2 large influx of new

arrivals from elsewhere. Most are Mustim
and have neither time nor affection for the
Catholic Church. A degree of autonomy, if
not arily independ for

Timor would put &n end to this particular
challenge 1o the local Chusch. Even more
important, East Timoress Catholics are
resisting attempts to incorporate their
Church into the Indonesian Church.
Indonesia's 34 Catholic bishops have
accepted that East Timor is now the 27th
province of Inaonesia. And soon the entire
Indonesian episcopate will be narive-bomn
and even iess likely to want to rock the
boat in a country whers Catholics repre-
sent less than 3 per cent of thre population.

By contrast, Bishop Belo hoids his office
directly from Rome as the apostolic dele-
sate and represents the last bastion of the
Portuguese Church in Asia. The survival of
that Church — established nearly 400 vears
8go — it inscparnble from the survival of
East Timorese culture,

To all intents and purposes, the end of &
distinctive Church in East Timor was sig-
nalled during the visit by Pope Jobn Paul [
to Dili in October 1989, The Vatican does
not recognise Indonesia’s annexation of
East Timor. partly in the interest of main-
taining good relations with Portugal, partly
out of deference to the United Nations’
position which is to continue recognising

Lisbon as the administering authority for
the territory. But many Enst Timorese .

watched in disappointment as the Pope
disembarked at Dili airport without kissing
the ground — which would have been a
symboiic acknowisdgement that he had ieft
Indonesia and was entering a seperate
country.

During his stay, the Pope urged Indo-
nesian authorities to respect human rights
in East Tlmor and to work for a peaceful
settiement in the territory’s on-going guer-
filla war, But he did not condemn the 1975
invasion or take up Balo’s call for an act of
solf-determination and he pointcdly called
on the East Timoress w show rostraint and
to “love and pray for their enemics™.

At tho time, Jobn Paul's thoughts were
\E::ed”on  the larger issuo of encouraging a

ristien dialogue ~ Indonesia is
the most popuious Muslim country in the
world — ond 2 joint cffort for poace in the
Middls Cust. In the wake of the Guif war
and the continuing unccrtainty in the Mid-
die East, thore is no reason to believe that
the Pope is any less concerned 0 foster
good  relati botween Musli and
Christians. Nor is there any reasen to
belicve that Bishop Belo will stop cham-
pioning the cause of East Timor, Ho has
warned thot the Indonesiun authonitiss are
carfrying out * abuscs ag
the poopie” of Bast Timor. That was a cry
for help that Rome, and for uifferemt
T the Ind i bishops, may
choase to ignore.
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Jakarta orders
inquiry into East
Timor massacre

John Qittings

Indonesian govern.

) ment appointed a cominis-
sion vesterday to invest{-

gate the Bast Timor massaore,
as it struggied to close ranks
against international criticism,
The commission will be led
by & supreme court judge and
will inolude members of the for
internal, and armed forces

munity for an independent in.
quiry luto last Tuesday’s
slaughter in the East Timor

u&m statements firo!
en m
milf and civil authorities

ences within the regime,

A lsading MP of the govern-

m nsored Golkar party,

Darusman, has called
for a re-evaluation of policy in
Bast Timor: He said “the people
have no sanse of idontity with
the govermment”, although
owunership of the territory (an.
noxed by Indonesia tn 1876) was
now “‘a faot of life”,

The regional commander of
the army in East Timor, Gen.
eral Sintong Panjaitan, has
threatenad to launch a new of-
fensive against the Fredlin in-
dependence movement involv-
ing “oombat operatons”. The
kenvral has & ruthless reputa.
ton as a former member of the
“red beret” special forces,

The civilian governor of East
Timor, Mario Virgas Carrasca-
lzo, has, however, accused the

witremists and destro tTust

in his administration. plo | Th

were “going o bed armed with
long Knives” to protect thom.
selves against the army.
Military sources continue to
issue confiicting versions of the
massacre, They admit that 19
people were killed and 91

wounded, although indepea.
dent clajms put the death toll at
between 5 and 180, An order
not t opan fire is said to have
been “misunderstood” = an

The army stll ingists it was
provoked by local Fretilin ao-
dvists, aithough eyewitness
reports agree that the detnon.
stration — held t0 mourn the
earlier killing of two Timarese
— was peaceful. Troops armed
with aad&asmm sald to have
open e indisoriminately on
the crowd at the cemetary.

The killings have smbar-
rassed the Indonesian foreign
Dalf o Fis chianbes of bamearhy

to 008
the new UN -genoral.

Returning 10 Indonesia at the
weakend, he said those respon-
Gonying that oo sbomeg bt

enying e
been unprovoked, he said am.
biguously that he was oon.
vinced there was “*so
behind the incident”.

There has been speculation
that it was dellbarately staged
by an army faction to distredit
the regime, as political manoeu-
vring intonsifios ip the run-up
to next year’s elections and the
presidontial alection in 1993, No
challonger has yet emerged to
run against President Subarto.

However, Indonesian special-
ists recall that brutal measures
of this kind are not unusual in
East Timor, where up to 200,000
poople are believed to bave
eithor been killed by the army
or succumbed 10 famine gince
the 1976 takeover,

The Suharto regime came to
POWOr aftor a MaARSACTe on a hr
greator scale in 1988 in the
main islands of Indonesia.
ousands of communists and
other opponents were killed
over a period of months in
round-ups encouraged or ed by
the armay.

fstimates of the final death
toll range between 100,000 and a
quarter of 2 million.
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Ghost of E Timor starts to haunt Canberra

Kevin Brown analyses the events behind a rising tide of public opinion in Australia

AERE HAVE have been
angry dmonail;'auons

ressing
armed Fretilin independence
mevEmEnL
Jakarta, which
apnounced an ipguiry iote the
massacre, blzmes Fretilin for
provoking a confrontatiop
between jtc troops apnd the
Tovrpers at 2 fwperal last
week.
lndonusia admits that at
deast [9 people were killed. but
foretg witnesses say dozens
may bave died. and Fretilin
claims 80 prisoners were
machine-gunped three days

The TMASSICre

bas

poses - a

I

berra once saw as a military
and economic threas but now
Yiews is an oppocturtty.

In trade terms, the policy
bas paid divideads -~ Asia

Tegion.
_ Austraba bas ako increased

Cambodia and to establish tae
Asia  Pacific Economic

(Apac) group.
However, Canderra has
recopncile

mghbom

The gull was illustrated
receotly by a lengthy sow with
Malaysin over the television
soap opera “Embassy.” which
deals with the adventures of a
group of Australian diptomats
in a {icticnal Squth East Asian
coumtry.

The programme provoisd
sitident protests from Dr
Mahathir Mohamad, Prime
Minister ¢f Malaysia. who was

by references in the
credits and storyiiaes which de
believed were based on histori-
cal events in Malaysia

The dispute was eventualy
soived by an Australiac

the. wemmznl had “grov-
eBed'toawntn which does

There t5 also a contrast
between Australia’s Iorceful
response to anti-demmocratic
activity in otber regions and
its restrained reactlan to simi-
ar events close ‘0 home. Fer
cxemple, Austyaiia was eager
to beq: defend faraway Knwait

from aggression and was ao2
of the first countstes to ofing
assistance to the TSled allicd
forces,

et Canberre has never
sought either military
o diplomatic action to
rewove Indonesia from East

Mr .Bab Hawke, the Prime
Minister, cried when China's
Communist

deplorable but called for talks
to reconcile the 700000 Timo-
res: to Indonesian coatrob

Senator Gareth Evans, the

Australiap Foreign Minister,
rejects suggestions that Aus
tralia has soft-pedalied o it
cism of tondomesia’s buman
berta has been 2 pestiainiog
iofluence.

Yet the interests of the
Timorese appeared to be far
{rom the Australian govern-
mept's mind last year whea it
concluded 2 treaty with Indon
es5ia thai aliows the twp coan-
iries to develop ol fields tn the
Timor Sea.

Jakarta's relstionship witn
Australia bas been streagth-
erd in poecent vears by grow
ng {rade, ow worh arcand
ASi.Sbn (055Tm) a vear.

The TcTeased trade. together
with military co-cperation, ha
éove mouck 1o reduce tensiors
which bad their roots ia the
conlroptational policies of
Presidest Sukarpo, whe led
Indonesiz 10 independence
from The Netberlands after
Workd War Two.

Mr Siazian ever felt able o
reler to a seryes of todopesian
militars visits to Capbersa as
an “iovasioo” in a recent con-
versadica with My Hawke.

The Prime Minjster, whos:
Fredecessors were kept awake
by nightmares of invasin LHom
the north. was sufficicatly
relaxed to share tde joke. The
exchange reflects Australia’s

fon of itself as a2 roke
wodel {or Asian countries
strugelng towards democracy,
free spe>cb acd respect for

Nr-:nbnle... Lhese is a great
deal of private Dervousoess T
Canberva adout Jakarta’s
likely respense d growing pub-
lic 3nger forces Lie govern
ment W resct Joore stronglhy b
the eveats in Al

So far, Mr Hawke hus not
considered cancelling 3
planoad wWp o Jakarta next
year. But we masssee. adds 3

$urther complication to an
already volatiie relaticnship.

I also puts a question mark
ever Sepator Evans’ pecent
clatm that “there Is every rea

son 1o believe that we ars oo
tbewato the odd
manm[m ]m..h.erthan
the 6 man oot
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Dead in East Timor

ists were in East Timor, an isolated territo-

ry in Indonesia, last week at the precis
time and place when the security forces opened
fire. The context was a long and in this instance
entirely peaceful struggle by the Timorese, a
small people rendered cujturally distinct and
cohesive by three centuries of Portuguese con-
trol. They want to assert their nationalist cause
against Indonesia, which swallowed the territory
as the old Lisbon regime fell in 1975. Up to a
third of the papulation may since have been killed
under Indonesian rule. In that moment on Nov.
12, the American reporters saw tens of unoffend-
ing demonstrators—they were mourning the vic-
tim of an earlier army shooting—massacred,
“Troublemakers” who provoked violence, the
government later explained.

Back in the '70s, most of the world had other
things on its mind than a remote colonial backwa-
ter named East Timor. The American govern-
ment was in the throes of its Vietnam agony,
unprepared to exert itself for a cause—one with
no domestic constituency—that could only end
up complicating relations with its sturdy anti

B Y CHANCE a couple of American journal-

Communist ally in Jakarta. But that was then.
Today, with the East-West conflict gone, almost
everyone is readier to consider legitimate calis
for self-determination. It is time to dust off the
question of East Timor and to give it the priority
that justice and, now, international sentiment
require.

The United States has supported the Indone-
sians over the years and should be able to bring
its influence to bear on this issue. A hesitant
Bush administration should take note that in an
aroused Senate, GOP conservatives were among
the first to take a strong East Timor stand, On its
part, Indonesia, which otherwise can claim many
successes in its national life, has been pondering
whether to move out onto the global stage. This
latest flurry of international attention cannot be
what it had in mind, It should treat the incident
not simply as a public relations problem but as
the occasion for a policy review. Indonesia has
the opportunity to pull the thorn of East Timor,
to abandon an exercise in Third Worid colenial-
ism that represents an abiding embarrassment to
a country seeking respect and a wider role.

Eurbpean Parliament Backs
Arms Embargo on Indonesia

By Peter Wise
Spcal to The Washingron Post

LISBON. Nov. 21—The Eure-
pean Parliament today called on Eu-
ropean Community governments
2nd the United Nations to impose
an arms embargo on Indonesia fol-
lowing the Nov. 12 killing of inde-
pendence demonstrators in the for-
mer Portuguese colony of East
Timor.

The resolution, approved 160 to
8 at the parliament in Strasbourg,
France, was the latest in a series of
international condemnations of In-
‘donesia over the shooting. It is not
“binding on governments.

A '3.8. delegation that visited
East Timor last week was told that
between 75 and 100 people prob-
-ably were killed when Indonesian
security forces opened fire on dem-
onstrators. The Jakarta govern-
ment says 19 were killed and 91
wounded.

East Timor's military command-
er today refused to vield to de-
mands by the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross for permission
to visit those wounded in the shoot-
ing, the Reuter news agency re-
ported from East Timor.

Meanwhile, in Jakarta, Indone-

] sian armed forces commander Trv
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Sutrisno, in a meeting with Indone-
sian editors, warned foreign coun-
tries not to interfere, Reuter re-
ported. “East Timor is Indonesia’s
internal affair. We will not accept
any foreign interference,” the of-
ficial Antara news service quoted
him as saying.

East Timor, half of Timor island
off northern Australia, was ruled by
Portugal for 300 years until 1975.
Indonesia invaded during civil strife
later that year and annexed the ter-
ritory in 1976. The United Nations
does not recognize the annexation
and regards Portugal as the legal
authority in East Timor,

The Netheriands, the former co-
lomal ruler of Indonesia, today sus-
pended all new aid to Jakarta “until
there’s more clarity on the course
of events in East Timor” and a
Dutch investigation into the shoot-
ing yielded acceptable resuits, a
spokesman for the development
cooperation ministry said.

The Lisbon government said in a
statement it had no confidence in a
promised Indonesian investigation,
saying a lack of credibility and im-
partiality would turn the inquiry
into “a sad farce.” Lisbon cailed for
an internationaily supervised inqui-
- FRiDaY. NOvEMEER 22. 1991
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Timorese
Allege Rights
Violations

Catholic Bishops
Criticize Jakarta

By Peter Wise
Spocial to The Washiogton Post

LISBON, Nov. 29—East Ti-
morese refugees living in Portugal
say the Nov, 12 shooting of inde-
pendence demonstrators by Indo-
nesian security forces was the lat-
est in a long line of human rights
violations committed during 16
years of indonesian rule.

In Indonesia today, a fact-finding
team from the country’s Roman
Catholic Church gave an account of
the killings at a Catholic cemetery
that contrasted sharply with testi-
mony by the armed forces com-
mander, Gen. Try Sutrisno, news
agencies reported. The church
team said in a statement that more
than 100 demonstrators were
killed; Sutrisno said on Wednesday
that 19 people died and 91 were
injured,

It was believed 1o be the first
time in the country’s recent history
in which the Roman Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference of Indonesia took
such a clear stand against the au-
thorities, blaming the military for
the shootings that occurred in the
cemetery as people gathered for a
memorial service for a2 man killed in
an earlier disturbance.

The church mission’s conclusions
are closer to those of Indonesian
human rights groups and Western
witnesses than to Sutrisno’s. Am-
nesty International said it has the
names of 60 people either killed on
Nov. 12 or missing and presumed
dead. and believes the final death
toll may reach more than 100. U.S.
officials who visited Dili, the capital
of East Timor. said they were told
75 0 100 people were probably
killed. i

Most of those killed were stu-
dents in their teens or early twen-
ties. according 10 Amnesty Inter-
national. The shooting, part of
which was filmed by a cameraman
for British television, has led to in-
ternational condemnation of the
Jakarta government.

Fifteen leading Portuguese fig-
ures, including former president
Antonic Ramalho Eanes, sent an
open letter to President Bush today
appealing for a greater effort from
the United States ioward resolving
the East Timor conflict and: for a
halt to U.S. arms supplies to indo-
nesia.

Indonesia invaded East Timeor,
which occupies half of Timor istand
off northern Australia, dunng a pe-
riod of civil strife in 1975 when Por-
tugal had withdrawn its administra-
tion. Jakarta annexed the territory
in 1976, but its rule is not recog-
nized by the United Nations.

Humanitarian organizations es-
timate that more than 100,000 peo-
ple, a sixth of the population, died in
the wake of the invasion from hos-
tilities, famine and disease,

With no official list of victims
from the Nov, 12 shootings, anxious
families here in Lisbon are enduring
an uncertain bereavement as unof-
ficial news trickies out from East
Timor of those kilied or missing.

One refugee said he received a
telephone call last week from Dili
saying ope member of his family
had been killed and another woumnd-
ed. He said the caller tokd him that
indonesian forces were searching
the cdpital block by block to detain
people injured in the shooting who
were too frightened to seek treat-
ment.

Another refugee said he had re-
ceived a call from Dili saying sev-
eral voung relatives had been taken
away by police in the middie of the
night.

Refugees said attempts to tele-
phone Dili were rarely successful.

Many of the 2,000 East Ti-
morese refugees living in Portugal
have related stories of family mem-
bers who have been killed, tortured
or imprisoned in past years by Ia-
donesian forces, speaking on con-
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dition of anonymity for fear of re-
prisais against family members liv-
ing in East Timor.

One man accused of assisting the
resistance gave a detailed account—
including dates, places and the iden-
tity of interrogators—of how he had
been beaten and tortured with elec-
tric shocks before being imprisoned
for several months without trial.

Another refugee toid how her hus-
band died in a Portuguese hospital of
tuberculosis that was intreated dur-
ing his imprisonment by Indonesian
security forces in East Timor.

Amnesty International has called
for an urgent investigation by the
United Nations into unconfirmed
reports of at least two more mas-
sacres after the Nov, 12 shooting.
East Timorese resistance officials
have alieged that between 77 and
97 people who had witnessed kill-
ings were subsequently executed.
Indonesia has denied the reports.

U.N. Secretary General Javier
Perez de Cuellar, arriving in Por-
tugal for a private visit today, told
reporters that the United Nations
was engaged in negotiations with
indonesian authorities on sending a
delegation of human rights special-
ists to East Timor.
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Behind the Timor massacre

ONE of the most violent shows in
the history of television has just
‘been screened in a number of
countries. The short news video
shows hundreds of young demon-
strators fleeing the sustained au-
tomatic gunfire of soldiers. The
wounded seeking sanctuary in a
cemetery, to which they were
marching to protest the shooting
of a friend a week before, are
shown hiding among the grave-
stones as gunfire continues.

One young man, Ulisses
Goncalves, is bleeding to death in
the arms of his friend. The fugi-
tives recite the Lord’s Prayer as
the soldiers enter the cemetery
gate and take positions inside its
walls.

Sinister figures in visored hel-
mets, they are directed by a man
in plain clothes wielding an M-16
rifle. They work their way be-
tween the gravestones, dragging
the youths te trucks outside and
systematically clubbing anyone
found hiding, including the
wounded.

The scenes that shocked the
world occurred in Portugal’s
former colony of East Timor on
November 12. The demonstrators
were nationalist students oppos-
ing Indonesian occupation of their
country, which began with a
paratrooper landing in Dili, the
capital, in 1975, accompanied by
widespread human rights abuses.

In the years since, there have
been regular reports of mass
killings, but none has shocked so
much as the Santa Cruz cemetery
massacre, captured by a coura-
geous cameraman {rom Britain’s
Yorkshire Television. An esti-
mated 100 people died. The
youngest was ten. The exact toll
may never be known.

The Indonesian army hastily
dumped many of the bodies in
mass graves, denying Roman
Catholic parents the right to
burial and refusing to give Inter-
national Red Cross access to the
surviving wounded. Many of the
injured are thought to be hiding
in Dili homes or dragging them-
selves to the mountains, fearing
to report to Indonesian doctors.

Armed Forces Commander Try
Sutriano showed no regret, telling
a Jakarta daily the soldiers “had
no choice — they continued to be
obstinate. In any case, the armed
forces cannot be underestimated.
Finally, yes, they had to be
blasted. Delinquents like these
agitators have to be shot and we
will shoot them.”

The background to the massa-
cre was a near-successful attempt
by Portugal te bring about a peace
settlement in Eart Timor under
UN auspices, a few months after
it had brokered a successful peace
agreement in Angola, another ex-
colony.

The United Nations has never
recognised Indonesian sover-
eignty in East Timor, and con-
siders Portugal the administerin

300,000 Timorese held in camps
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would trave! during 12 daysona
route agreed in advance between
the two sides, but from which
Portuguese deputies could re-
quest impromptu changes. It
would have free and private ac-
cess to any East Timorese it
wished to interview.

And, finally, it would be accom-
panied by journalists: ten Indo-
nesian and ten Portuguese and
six foreign correspondents from
Lisbon, chosen by Portugal. It was
to be a free choice, although the
names of the foreign press cho-
sen were to be exchanged before
the visit. There was no provision
for a veto.

By late October the visit had
been planned to its last detail and
the delegation prepared to enter
Timor on November 3. Its man-
date included the right to contact
Jose Alexandre Gusmao, nom de
guerre Xanana — the guerrilla

leader who has fought a lonely

but effective struggle from the
mountains for 16 years.

It was a contact encouraged by
some Indonesian military officers.

By Jill Jolifte

Hopes were that UN talks could
be enlarged from discussions be-
tween Indonesia and Portugal to
include Xanana as representative
of his people. With the problem of
Namibia solved last year, East
Timor is now the leading item on
the UN Decolonisation C i

go ahead before Christmas.

In East Timor itself, there was
rising tension. The nationalists
had secretly prepared anti-Indo-
nesian demonstrations to greet
the deputies, who would trave}
with UN representatives, includ-
ing the UN ambassadors for Nor-
way, Cuba, and Tanzania, ap-
pointed for the purpose by Percz
de Cuellar.

The young students in Dili were
ardent and impetuous, by con-
trast to the more seasoned
Xanana, who in 1983 had lost a
good chance to negotiate peace
when his representatives abroad
failed to act quickly on a ceasefire
he had made with Indonesian of-
ficers.

On October 26 after the suspen-
sion was announced a student
was shot dead by an Indonesian
soldier. From the mountains,
Xanana appealed for calm: “Can
nothing deter them from their
sanguinary madness? We will
deter them, by remaining serene.
It is difficult not to react, but we
cannot, we must not. We run the
risk of losing the opportunity we
desire so much...”

By November 12, the students
could no longer be contained, but
by one account (of Yorkshire
cameraman Max Stahl), Xanana
had by then authorised the dem-
onstration. The view was current
in Dili, boosted by Indonesian
provocateurs, that the visit was
definitively cancelled.

The d ration they had

sion agenda.

Then, things went badly wrong.
In the last days of talks Indone-
sian diplomats raised obstacles,
including changes to the already-
agreed initerary, and objections
to three of the journalists chosen
by Lisbon: two Portuguese re-
porters and this correspondent,
an Australian.

All of us had visited East Timor
before, and spoke the language.
Under pressure, Indonesian For-
eign Minister Ali Alatas dropped
the veto on the two Portuguese

planned for the Portuguese
deputies, UN observers, and press
corps, was held instead before a
small handful of foreign journal-
ists. It was entirely peaceful, with
banners of the charismatic
Xanana, flags of the resistance
army, and the two main Timorese
political parties Fretilin and the
conservative Timorese Demo-
cratic Union (UDT). They were
gunned down as they marched
with the tragic results visible in
the Yorkshire Television footage.

Indonesian authorities are now

8
power. Portuguese officials aban-
doned the territory during a civil
war in August 1975 — a time
when Lisbon ilself was on the
brink of civil war — but protested
vigorously to the UN Security
Council when Indonesia invaded
months later. From around 1986
there was a decision that con-
tinuing reports of atrocities de-
manded a sustained campaign.

In 1987, after .the Indonesian
parliament invited members of
the Portuguese parliament to
send a delegation to East Timor,
Lisbon opened UN talks with Ja-
karta to plan the visit. Then fol-
lowed three years of very com-
plex dealings, until an accord was
signed in September.

Under the accord, the parlia-
mentary mission would be “fact-
finding, but not investigative.” It

but insisted on my exclusion, de-
scribing me as “a crusader for
Fretilin,” the East Timorese lib-
eration movement. I have writ-
ten two books on East Timorese
nationalism, which included
criticisms of Fretilin's own hu-
man rights record.

Portugn! made this a sticking
point, having conceded generously
on other points, but deciding that
a press ban was intolerable.
Parliamentary Speaker Vitor
Crespo announced suspension of
the visit and opposition to the
velo grew; the International
Federation of Journalists
condemned the move. America
and Australia formally denied
Alata’s ciaim that they supported
his position, and Portugal awailed
a ruling from UN Secretary
General Javier Perez de Cuellar,
hopeful that the visit could still

losing the territory to air trafMi-
and threatening the International
Red Cross with ~xpuision. The
few peacemuhkers influential in
Indonesia have been shoved aside
in favour of right-wing military
extremists.

The European outery is grow-
ing, and the US has said its aid
to Indonesia is now conditional
on a full and impartial inquiry. If
Indonesia ignores these pres-
sures, in the coming weeks the
East Timorese must take to the
mountains to fight the bitterest
survival test of all.

Jill Joliffe is an Australian-based
[reelance correspondent, author of
East Timar: Nationalism & Co-
lonialism (University of Queens-
land Press, 1978) and Timor:
Terra Sangrenta f(editara O
Jornal, 1989).
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Abroad at Home

ANTHONY LEWIS

Realism and Evil

BOSTON

Sixteen years ago this week Iixio-
nesian troops invaded East Timor, a
Portuguese colany on an island north
of Australia They crushed the local
independence movemnent, which was
abouat to take over as Portugal Jeft,
and annexed the territory.

The United States turped a bimnd
eye 10 that bloody act, and to years of
murderous repression that followed.
So did the other major powers. Indo-
nesia had a free hand, and used it
cruelly. Of the 750,000 people in East
Timor, between 100,000 and 200,000
were killed or died of hunger and
disease.

Why have we done nothing about
such massive iphumanity? Why have
we npot put pressure on lndonesia, a
reciptent of much American aid?

Whenever | asked such questions
over the years, State Department of-
ficials rold me that it was pot “realis-
tic” to object loudly and strongiy to
Indonesia’s butchery in East Timor.
That would only anger President Su-
harto and his Government, they said.
The best hope-was quiet diplomacy —
nat to get Indonesia out of the territo-
ry but to perwiade it 10 behave more

" reasonably.

The effectiveness of that “realis-
tie” policy was demonstrated last
month in Dili, the Timorese capital.
At 8 AAM. on Nov. 12 Indonesian sol-
diers fired withouwt warning into a
group of young peopie rmarching into
a cemerery to protest other killings.
The Romman Catholic Church said that
more than 100 were killed.

This massacre was different from
others in East Timor in ote impor-
tant respect: Western journalists
were there and saw it Two American
writers walking alongside the march-
ers were themsejves injured A cou-
rageous British television camera-
man {ilmed the whole thing. The foot-
age, which was shown in part by CBS
i thix country, is grisiy viewing.

Indeonesian authorities said the so}-
diers had fired “in fear of their
lives.”” But that and other evasions
were unpersuasive in the face of testi-
mony by witnesses that it was g deiib-
erate, unprovoked massacre.

President Suharto appointed a
commission 10 investigate. But a
commission of Indovesians is hardly
likely to persuade anyone of its good
faith.

What is needed right now — urgent-
ly needed ~ is obvioas. It is t0 have
observers from the outside world
on the sceoe in East Timor to
cbeck on the buman rights situution

and prevent further loss of life...

The teed is urgent because reports
fikering out since the massacre say
that military repression and brutality
mwmsed:anutanrﬂmemcetbe
197% invasion. .

East Timor is smﬂandfnzawxy
Indonesia has countest oo that —
counted on the workl not caring. it
has closed the terrttory to outside
visftors for most of the umc since
1975.

The United States o! an countrm
shounld care, and act. For it bas had &
responsibility from the beginning.

The day before Indonesia invaded
East Timor in 1975, President Ford
and his Secretary of State, Henry
Kissinger, were in Jakarta, the Indo-
nesian capital, while on an Asian tour.

Mr. szmnfcr knew that the Indo-

nesians mght well move on
Timor, but he chose not to warn them
against invading Bremt Scowcroft,
who was President Ford's national
security adviser then, later expiained
why:

"ft was fundamentally a matter of
recognizing reality. ... It.made no

U.S. blindness
on East Timor.

sense to antagonize the Indonesians,
. East Timor.was not a nable entj-
ty v

The Indonesian forces used arms
received {rom U.S. zid in the invasion
— which violated American Jaw, That
was pointed out to Mr. Kissinger in a
cable sent to him from the State
Department while he was abroad.
When he got back, he excoriated his
aides for letting the cable go out.

‘1 know what the law {s,”* Mr. Kis-
singer told a meeting of top State
Department officials on Dec. 18, 1975,
““but how can it be in the U.S. nationa)
interest for us to ... kick the Indo-
nesians in the teeth?””

So far, such “‘realisor’” has permit-
ted the death of up to 200,000 people in
East Timor. More are dying all the
time

Indonesia has no legitimate reason
to be in East Timor at a1l — no more
than Irag had to be in Kuwait. Ameri-
¢an policy should be 10 end the occy-
paton. But the immediate require
ment is ta get international observers
on the ground and stop the killing. C
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THE TALK OF THE TOWN

by M NATrRN

Notes and Comment

NE of our reporters writes:
I was in Dili, East Timor, on

the morning of November 12th,
when a large crowd of East Timorese
gathered in a parish church. They
were there to attend a memorial Mass
for Sebastido Gomes, a young man
who had died just outside the church
two weeks before. His blood was still
caked on the low stone steps at one side
of the building, and mourners occa-
sionally knelt and touched it and then
crossed themselves. Sebastizo had been
shot when Indonesian soldiers stormed
the church, where he had sought ref-
uge after hiding from the authorities
for several months. Like many East
Timorese, he was fearful of reprisal for
speaking out ag the gover
East T'imor, the part of the island
of Timor long colonized by Portugal,
was invaded by Indonesia in 1975,
afier Portugal withdrew from the coun-
try, and it has been accupied ever since
by ABRI, the Indonesian Army. Duy-
ing that time, some two hundred thou-
sand people—a third of the popula-
tion~-have been killed by the troops or
have succumnbed to an Army policy of
forced starvation, Dili, the
capital, is Jowted with deten-
tion houses. where lntel, the
Army’s secret police, tortures
people suspected of opposing
Indoncsian rule. The East
Timorese, from rural farmers
to senior clerics and civil ser-
vants, often hegin conversa-
tions with a warning t speak
softdy, Lecause the Army s
watching and “Inte} is every-
where,” .
On the morning of the
twelfth, as the Mass concluded

and the worshippers filed out onto the
street, the Intel commander, Colonel
Garot Purwanto, drove by the church
in an Army jeep. Soldiers and police
officers under his command were stand-
ing along the route from the church to
Sebastiio’s grave, in the Santa Cruz
cemetery, about a mile away. They
were holding long, polished wooden
sticks, and they eyed the passing Fast
Timorese carefully.

Ourside the church, a procession
formed behind the Gomes family, who
were carrying flowers in straw baskets
draped with woollen shawls. Some
people unfurled banners urging sup-
port for the Catholic Church and the
cuuse of East Timorese independence.
As the processlon got under way, first
young men and then women and older
men began making V signs at the
soldiers they passed. They shouted
“Viva Timor Lestel” At times, the
younger boys broke into an exuberant
jog, and older youths reined them in,
shouting “Disciplinal” Some of the
marchers were weeping, but more and
more of them were smiling and glanc-
ing around in astonishment. Others
joined the procession, from huts and
from offices, and by the time it reached

the cemetery it had grown to several
thousand. Even when there was no
chanting, and no banners nearby, the
marchers were talking—audibly—to
the soldiers and among themselves.
East Timor and its occupiers surely
hadn’t wltmessed such a bold public
display in years.

When the procession got to the
cemetery, no soldiers were in sight.
Many people followed the family in,
and the rest stood outside the cemetery
walls, chatting excitedly. ANl at once,
somebody, looking up, noticed that one
end of the street had been closed off
by an Army truck fuli of troops. People
began to point, and then one man,
looking back in the other direction,
said “The GestapoP’ Coming down
the route the marchers had taken ten
minutes earlier was a column of sol-
diers, in dark-brown uniforms and
carrying M-16s. The troops moved in
formation, walking slowly. There was
a small collective gasp, and some of the
crowd began to shuffle back.

Another American reporter and 1
had a camera and a wape recorder out

- and were standing in the middle of the

street, between the woops and the East
Timorese. We watched in disbelief as
the soldiers turned in to the
cemetery, raised their rifles,
and took aim. Then, acting in
unison, they opened fire on
the East Timorese. Men and
women fell, shivering, in the
street, rolling from the impact
of the bullets. Some were back-
pedalling, and tripping, their
hands held up. Others simply
tried to turn and rup, The
soldlers jumped over fallen
bodies and fired at the people
sall upright. They chased
down young boys and girls

and shot them in the back. Mean-
while, some of the soldiers had begun
beating my colleague and me. They
took her tape recorder and my cameras,
and pounded the back of my skull with
rifie buas. Then they forced us to sit
down on the pavement and trained
their M-16s at us, shouting “Politik!
Poljtik!”

We shouted back that we were
Americans, and maybe that's what saved
our lives. All around, other soldiers
were executing Timorese. Right in
front of us, they were kicking an old
man in the face and slamming him
into a concrete sewer. Apparendy be-
cause we were from the United States,
however—a country that provided
Indonesia with fifty million dollars
in outright aid this year, and sells
it most of its weapons, including
M-16s—the soldiers decided not to
shoot us. We escaped by hopping a
passing tuck.

What we had witnessed was noth-
ing less than an act of deliberate
mass murder, There was no provoca-
tion: no stones were thrown, and the
crowd was standing still. The soldiers
issued no warning; there was no con-
frontation, no hothead who got out
of hand. The soldiers simply shot
several hundred unarmed men, wom-

en, and children. Out of a crowd
of three thousand, some hundred
were killed and two hundred were
wounded.

In its first acknowledgment that
people had been killed, the Indonesian
Army said on the day of the massacre,
“There has been unrest in Dili by
people who had been incited and in-
fluenced by remnants of the Gang of
Security Disrupters {but] the situation
is now under control.” Later that day,
it said, “Security officers tried to dis-
perse [the crowd] in persuasive ways,
but they put up resistance and attacked
the officers,” and soon it expanded its
story, saying that some hundred-odd
Timorese were carrying guns, and that
among the crowd was Xanana Gusmiio,
the leader of the East Timorese na-
tionalist movement known as Falindl.
Though no foreign governments tried
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cated “2 prompt and complete investi-
gation” by Jakarta, to be “followed by
an sppropriate disciplining of those
determined to have used excessive
force,” but it rejected any reduction in
military training and arms sales, ex-
plaining that United States military aid
actually helped “expose” Indonesians
to “democratic ideas and humanitarian
standards.” Senator Claiborne Pell, the
chairman of the Foreign- Relations
Committee, introduced a resolution cen-
suring Indonesia and urging self-
determination for the people of East
Timor, but suggesting only a partial
reduction in United States aid; it did
not address, for example, the sale of
arms Jike the M-16. Proponeats of the
measure said that it was the strongest
action that could be hoped for, and,
indeed, even this non-binding resolu-
tion met quick opposition from both

to maintzin that those st ap-
proached a true account of what had
happened, several of them were con-
spicuously restrained in their reac-
tion to the slaughter. In Washing-
ton, Canberra, Tokyo, and elsewhere,
Indonesian Ambassadars were told that

S Robert Dole and Representa-
tive Stephen Solarz, the chairman of
the Asian and Pacific Affairs subcom-
mittee. One Solarz aide said that if
Indonesia staged enother massacre (as
unconfirmed reports were suggesting

the respective foreign s were
upset about the events in East Timor,
and Indonesia was asked to explain its
actions. Our State Department advo~

that it already had) a cutoff might be

As I left Dili, the Army was march-
ing through the streets, mrmini
into h and deuining peopl

later learned that hun-
dreds of East Timorese
had been arrested and
tortured=—and many
killed—in an effort to
control the massacre’s
aftermath.

Indonesia’s position
was stated by General
Try Sutrisno, the armed
forces Chief of Staff. Of
“disrupters” like the
mourners in Dili he said,
“They are people who
must be crushed....
Come what may, let no
one think they can ig-
nore ABRI. In the end,
they will have to be shot
down.”
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