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STOP PRESS! 
Since coming to power, the Liberals have 
resumed the sale of weapons to Indonesia, 
halted under the old Conservative govern
ment. As this issue went to press, ETAN 
learned that-the Liberal government has 
authorized $5. 7 million in arms exports since 
coming to power. See page 9 for more. 

1995 memberships due! 
ET AN has long resisted asking our supporters for 
money. However, the increasing interest in East 
Timor means that the financial and informa
tional demands on our time on much higher. To 
address this, we are moving to a membership 
base, and asking all supporters to become 
members. Memberships cover the 1995 calen
dar year. You can become an member of ETAN 
by donating S l 0, or l O hours of volunteer time. 

Those who cannot afford to become 
members, but still want to receive this newslet
ter, should get in touch and we will keep you on 
the mailing list. The ETAN newsletter is published 
quarterly and mailed out with the generous 
support of Svend Robinson MP. 

National office moves 
ETAN's national office has been located in B.C. 
since the organization was founded in 1986. 
ETAN founder Elaine Briere has decided to pass 
on the work of natiomal co-ordination after nine 
years of solid work. ETAN's appreciation goes 
out to Elaine. The new national office will be 
located in Toronto, at 602 Markham St. The 
mailing address is : PO Box 562, Stn. P, Toronto 
M5S 2Tl . Phone/fax number is (416) 531-5850. 

East Timorese 
-w-oman speaks 
out for justice 

Back home in East Timor, Isabel Galhos, 22, was 
the darling of the Indonesian military regime illegally 
occupying her country. Called "a bright girl with a bright 
future, " the star propagandist for the brutal occupation 
was so trusted by Indonesian authorities that they 
selected her for the Canada World Youth 
exchange program. Last November, a month after 
arriving in Nelson, B.C. , she defected, and is now 
touring Canad.a to denounce the regime that she once 
publicly championed and covertly undermined. 

Galhos is making it her mission to expose the 
atrocities of the military occupation that has virtually 
turned her country into a mass graveyard. In 20 years, 
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The East Timor Alert Network is a national associa
tion working for East Timor's right to self-determina
tion. 

We are committed to: (a) reversing the Canadian 
government's financial, military and diplomatic support for 
the Indonesian occupation of EastTimor. (b) pressuring the 
Canadian government to fuHill its obligations to East Timor 

nder·the·tfN- cha1te1, a11d to recoguizedts-own foreign aid· 
guidelines. (c) severing bilateral and multilateral aid to the 
Indonesian government. (d) raising awareness among the 
Canadian public about the situation in East Timor, and 
promoting consistent media coverage of the events there. 

We support divestment from the Indonesian regime. 
We support an arms embargo on Indonesia. 
We are not politically affiliated and we believe it is 

important to network with other human rights groups. 
We are non-hierarchically structured. 
Every aspect of our work is carried out in accordance to 

a rule of non- violent action. 
ETAN is open to all Canadians who agree with these 

goals. Memberships are $1 O annually through our Toronto 
national office or your local ETAN group. 

The ETAN newsletter is published quarterly from our 
Toronto office and sent out thanks to the generous assis
tance of Parliamentarians for East Timar. Please send 
newsletter correspondence to the Toronto address below, 
including changes of address. 

National Qffjces: 
Toronto • PO Box 562, Station P, Toronto Ont., M5S 2T1, 
(416) 531-5850, etantor@web.apc.org 
Ottawa• PO Box 1031, Station B, Ottawa Ont., K1 P 5R1, 
(613) 742-9141, etanott@web.apc.org 
Vancouver • 2120 West 44th #104, Vancouver BC, V6M 
2G2, (604) 739-4947, etanvan@web.apc.org 
Local Groups: 
ETANNancouver • see above. ETAN/Calgary• c/o 1-
2127, 34th Ave SW, Calgary Alta., T2T 2C5, (403) 246-
1759, pws@cuug.ab.ca ETAN/Winnipeg• c/o 167 North 
Hill Dr., Winnipeg Man., R2E OH7, (204) 663-2688 .. ETAN/ 
Windsor-Essex County• 1050 University Ave. W., Windsor 
Ont., N9A 5S4, (519) 979-3129, etanwec@web.apc.org. 
ETAN/Guelph• PO Box 1302, Guelph Ont., N1 H 6N6, (519) 
767-0313, hands@web.apc.org. ETANFroronto •see above. 
ETAN/Ottawa•c/o 171 Mclaren#3, Ottawa Ont., K2P 0KB, 
ad421@freenet.carleton.ca. ETAN/Montreal• No. 47505, 
Co.P. Plateau Mont-Royal, Montreal, H2H 2S8, (514) 848· 
7443, etanmon@web.apc.org. ETAN/Nova Scotia • c/o 
1226 Barrington St., Halifax NS, B3J 1 Y 4. For contacts in 
Quadra Island (BC), Edmonton, Hamilton (ON), and St. 
John's (Nfld.), please· contact the national office in Toronto. 

the Indonesian army has killed 200,000 East Timorese, 
one third of the entire population, reduced vast num
bers to dreadful poverty, and taken over the 
Timorese economy. The bloodsoaked Indonesian 
adventure, undertaken with the complicity of many 
countries, including Canada, has left no Timorese 
untouched. 

Bella told me she was only two when Indonesian 
soldiers first entered her home. Her brothers, six and 
four years old, were aying from hunger and fear. 
Soldiers came in, complaining of the noise, and immedi
ately killed them in front of her mother. Her aunt, who 
was living with them and had just given birth a 
week earlier, was raped to death, and in her final 
moments, witnessed the soldiers butchering her hus
band and two children. 

unorese women are aspeaal locus .foi: Ihdone
sian policy-makers. The Indonesian government assidu
ously plies a soft-core genocidal program, otherwise 
known as family planning for the Timorese, whose 
numbers have already been decimated by napalm 
bombing, mass executions, and sadistic murder. Every 
six months, says Bella, the military goes to all the high 
schools, seeking out the young girls for compulsory 
birth control. "They came, and closed the door, and just 
injected us. We didn't know, we don't have the right 
to ask. We don't have chilq.ren anymore." After visiting 
the schools, the military still goes around to individual 
villages and houses to inject the women they find. 
"They don't know who we are, so they just inject us 
again. Some women get injected three times." 

Bella says that 80% of East Timorese women have 
been subjected to compulsory family planning. Back in 
1985, the Indonesian government had already published 
a five-year birth control plan for 95,000 East Timorese 
women In view of the Timorese experiences, the 1989 
award of a United Nations population control award to 
Indonesian President Suharto can be seen only as the 
most gruesome irony. 

Together with his methodical elimination of the 
East Timorese by violence and birth control, Suharto has 
also moved at least 150,000 Indonesians into Timorese 
territory. 

Since the 1991 Santa Cruz Massacre - when the. 
army opened fire on an unarmed crowd, killing 271 and 
wounding 382 - the Indonesian government has come 
up with a novel strategy of repression, control, and 
exploitation. Every East Timorese family must 
now officially adopt two Indonesian soldiers as live-in 
members. "They come any time," Bella says, "use 
anything they want, eat and drink everything, and never 
pay anything, everything's free. They really like to be 
adopted by a family that has a daughter. So besides 
eating, drinking, everything for free, they can also 
have sex without any responsibility. Me, my mom sent 
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me to the nuns whenever the military comes, which is 
almost every day. They come anytime, ten o'clock, 
twelve o'clock at night. They wake everybody up and 
say they're hungry, so we have to cook for them at that 
time. We are not free in East Timar, not even in our 
own house. " 

Timorese daily life is a nightmare of forced 
deception, where every Timorese must be seen as 
endorsing his or her own oppression. While in East 
Timar, Bella excelled at the dangerous game of political 
masquerade. She extolled the Indonesian occupation 
on radio and in print, volunteered in the 
Indonesian army, and, at the same time, helped the 
extensive underground grassroots resistance movement 
by channelling supplies to East Timorese guerillas. Her 
elaborate pretence convinced the Indonesian authorities 
·who sdectecCher as tb.e only East Timorese among 21 ... ' 
Indonesian representatives in Canada World Youth. 

Before leaving Indonesia, the participants were 
ordered to stay silent on matters of human rights abuse. 
"My family had to sign a statement saying that if I say 
something wrong about East Timar, then my family will 
have to take responsibility," says Bella. All the 
neighbours are now apparently shunning her family, for 
fear of falling under political suspicion. 

- Carolyn Xia 

1bis article is reprinted/ram theACTivist, monthly 
newspaper of the A CT for Disarmament coalition. 1be 
ACTivist publishes a page of news on East Timar every 
month. Subscriptions are $15 from the ACTivist, 602 
Markham St., Toronto, M6G 2L8. 

Timorese m.others 
appeal for help 

On the third anniversary of the Santa Cruz massa
cre of Nov. 12, 1991, a group of East Timorese women 
who lost children during the massacre issued a memorial 
statement. An excerpt from the statement follows. 

The Mothers of Santa Cruz appeal to mothers and 
women all over the world to join them in their grief, 
and to support them in their fight to defend their rights 
and the rights of their children. 

Come to the aid of an innocent people, unjustly 
invaded, unjustly subjected to a war, whose sole aim is 
to exte1111inate those wha·oppose an unjust integration. 

Come to the aid of an innocent people, that is 
being subjected to massive colonisation that is crushing 
the native population in all aspects of life. 

Come to the aid of an innocent people on whom, 
as a nation and independent people, the Indonesian 
Government has, in effect, passed the death sentence. 

Come to the aid of an innocent people that is 
technically on its way to silent extinction because of the 
real objectives underlying the actions of the BAIS, ABRI 
and the Indonesian Government. 

This is the appeal from many Mothers of Santa 
Cruz. 

- Dill, 12 November 1994, the anniversary of 
the massacre of our children by the Indonesian army at 
Santa Cruz on 12 Nov. 1991 and the days that followed. 

1'\-!AU BOLU-BOLU HAU 80LU-.BOLU A~1A 
lDA MOS BE LAH.A.TAN ... " -

' ... Bro-thers and sis1ers,dort+ be so.& and fnihk cl'me.- 11 
... I will come 'bo.ck C111cl we 
1111! be togefner}n Tim or ... 

Very Special Thanks to Abe ho Aloz DEDICATED TO THE PEOPLE OF EAST 
TIMOR - END THE INDONESIAN OCCUPATION 
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Crackdown cracks Indonesian m.onolith 
In November, East 

Timorspoiledlndonesian 
President Suharto's party. 
This year, the reprisals have 
begun. 

Leaders from all 
around the Pacific Rim, 
including Canada's Jean 
Chretien, came to Jakarta for 
the annual Asia Pacific 
Economic Co-operation 
(APEC) summit last Novem
ber. It was to be Suharto's 
greatest international 
triumph. Instead, East 
Timorese seized centre stage 
with a dramatic occupation 
of the U.S. Embassy and 
pro-independence rallies throughout East Timor. 
Suharto's claim that East Timorese have accepted 
integration, with the exception of a few trouble makers, 
was proved completely false. Thousands of members of 
the international press corps were there to tell the East 
Timor story. 

After the journalists left, however, Indonesian 
soldiers in East Timor began _to exact their revenge. 

The most dramatic incidents came in January. Five 
people were killed at a New Year's Eve demonstration 
in Baucau, East Timor's second-largest city. The demon
stration started after the murder of a Timorese man by 
an Indonesian transmigrant. Indonesian soldiers then 
clashed with protesters, shooting four more people. Part 
of Baucau market was burned. "It is the responsibility of 
the police and the military," said East Timor Bishop 
Carlos Ximenes Belo. 

On Jan. 9, 24 students were arrested for holding a 
pro-independence demonstration at the University of 
East Timor in Dill, the capital. 

"Ninja" gangs began, soon afterwards, to attack 
civilians on the street, abduct suspected dissidents, and 
generally intimidate the population of Dill. A special 
target for ninjas were ethnic Chinese. In response, 
residents organized neighbourhood defence committees 
to protect themselves. 

In February, the ninjas transferred their reign of 
terror to the countryside and outlying towns. A Timor
ese member of the Indonesian parliament, Manuel 
Carrascalao, admitted that 5,000 farmers have fled their 
fields for fear of the ninjas, raising the danger of immi
nent famine. 

According to military authorities, the ninjas are 
pro-independence activists. In reality, their attacks are 

directed against those Timorese who are working most 
actively for independence in Indonesian-occupied areas. 
It seems certain that the ninja death squads are armed 
and directed by military authorities. One ninja leader 
received personal support from Colonel Prabowo (the 
son-in-law of Indonesian President Suharto) after being 
arrested. 

In terms of the wider implications, the most 
significant attack came on Jan. 12 near Liquisa, west of 
Dili. The area, near the border with Indonesian West 
Timor, had previously been thought to be cleared of 
guerrillas working with the pro-independence umbrella 
coalition, the National Council of Maubere Resistance 
(CNRM). However, a clash between CNRM guerrillas 
and Indonesian soldiers did take place there on Jan. 11, 
involving 60 Timorese .fighters led by armed resistance 
commander Konis Santana. Two Indonesian soldiers and 
one Timorese man died in the fire fight. The clash 
proved that CNRM guerrillas remain a potent and mobile 
force throughout East Timor. 

Frustrated Indonesian soldiers took out their anger 
by murdering six villagers: Jose Nunes, Abel Nunes, 
Agusto Pinto Nunes and his son Victoria, America 
Araujo, and Osario Soares. The army initially tried to 
deny the massacre - after all, they have committed 
many like it and managed to escape punishment. "The 
Liquisa massacre is not an isolated event requiring 
particular attention," the CNRM external office pointed 
out in a statement. "It is merely another expression of 
the prevalent aggression and retaliation by (the armed 
forces) against the East Timorese population, which has 
always been perceived by the occupying military forces 
as an enemy to be crushed ... The continuously deterio
rating situation in East Timor, and according to recent 
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rumours, the possible total closure of the territory to 
foreigners, makes the presence of an impartial UN 
observer presence in East Timar a matter of extreme 
urgency, " CNRM said. 

However, the Liquisa massacre has become a 
flashpoint. Suharto seems to be using the massacre 
in a high-stakes game of domestic politics. The army 
has fallen somewhat out of favour with the long
ruling dictator, who has turned to the police to do 
much of his dirty work. East Timar shows the failure 
of the army in stark terms: 20 years after the inva
sion, the Timorese are still struggling for their 
freedom. 

In its first-ever criticism of military actions in 
East Timor, the Indonesian national commission for 
human rights confirmed that the army "killed unlaw
fully" 12 Timorese villagers in Liquisa in January. 
Soldiers "acting with recklessness" showed no respect 
for human life, the commission said. The commission 
was created personally by Suharto and is composed of 
his appointees. 

But there has been no let-up in the abuses. In 
March, 30 people were arrested in Liquisa. "The arrests 

Much of the information for these pages 
is based on material published in the 
T APOL Bulletin, one of the world's fore
most sources of information and analysis 
on human rights, labour, the environment 
and land rights in Indonesia and lndone
sianaoccupied terTitories. 

Subscriptions in Canada and the United 
States are available through ET AN. Send 
a cheque for $35 ($18 for students and 
unwaged) to "Tapol=Canada" c/o ETAN, 
PO Box 562, Station P, Toronto MSS 
2T 1 . Please include your name and full 
address. 

Map by Amnesty International . . . -- ---···· .. 

are part of a crackdown by the military authorities in 
East Timor since widespread unrest resurfaced in 
November 1994," said Amnesty International. "Since 
then, dozens of individuals have been subjected to 
short-term detention, and large numbers of people are 
facing trial, some for their involvement in an entirely 
peaceful demonstration. There are continuing reports of 
torture, extra-judicial executions and 'disappearances.'" 
Two more battalions of Indonesian troops arrived in 
March, bringing the total to ten battalions. 

A vicious crackdown is under way, reported Rev. 
Alan Gill, the general secretary of Australia's national 
council of churches. Timorese "speak of the heavy 
military presence, frequent violations of human rights 
and surveillance by security people," he said after a 
recent church mission to the country. 

"Since November there have been disappearances, 
arrests and arbitrary detentions," said Florentino 
Sarmento, former administrator of Canadian-funded aid 
projects in East Timar. "It's frightening ... East Timorese 
are really obliged to live on their own rather than live 
together in peace with the Indonesians." 

- David Webster 

Supporters are asked to write to the UN and their 
government asking for United Nations monitors to be 
sent in as a matter of urgency. Please write to Foreign . 
Minister Andre OUellet, with copies to Opposition leader 
Lucien Bouchard, Svend Robinson MP, your own MP, 
and to ETAN. (We can also tell you who your MP is.) 

Please also write to UN Secretary Boutros Boutros
Ghali (United Nations Plaza, New York NY, USA, Fax 
212-963-4879) and UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights Jose Ayala (UN Human Rights Centre, Palais des 
Nations, Geneva, Switzerland, Fax 011-41-22-917-0092 
or 011-41-22-91 7-1234). Again, copies to ETAN will help 
in lobbying. 
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Indonesia: clatn.pdo-wn on the free press 
Why should ETAN campaign on Indonesia? It's a underground magazine Kabar Dari Pijar. Six members 

question we're hearing a lot of. of AJI were arrested soon afterwards. Again, the charges 
For years, ETAN has been repeating the fact that related to AJI's journal Independen. The arrests, Amnesty 

East Timor and Indonesia have little to do with each International noted, "raise concerns about a renewed 
other. Historically, East Timor was never part of any of · crackdown on peaceful political dissent in Indonesia, in 
the old Java-based empires. It was never part of the particular those associated with independent publica-
Dutch East Indies, which later became Indonesia. Under tions which are perceived as critical of the authorities." 
a laissez-faire Portuguese colonial rule, East Timorese Also under threat are Mitra, published by the women's 
cultures were left intact while Indonesian cultures were organization Kalyanamitra, Kompak, an independent 
completely altered by the Dutch. Religiously, East journal published in Bandung, and Bima Darm.a, 
Timorese are Catholic and animist, while Indonesia is published in Salatiga. · 
the world's largest Muslim country. The 1975 invasion is On March 28, the Indonesian government put 
still illegal under international law. And the generation pressure on editors to fire 45 members of AJI who work 

-that has grown ii"j:tuiider the ocetipitloncontiiiues to. ··-Jor mainstream newspapers. 'two days later, in response 
strive for independence. to a national action alert issued by SIUPP, another 

But Indonesian domestic politics play a big role in Indonesian press freedom organization, 100 people 
the future of East Timor. Since the Santa Cruz massacre demonstrated in Bandung and 70 in Jakarta. 
in 1991, Indonesians have been increasingly able to see - David Webster 
through the veil of secrecy their government has tried to 
throw over its brutal occupation of East Timor. 

According to the TAPOL Bulletin, "a growing 
number of young human rights and political activists (in 
Indonesia) have adopted a principled stance on East 
Timor, taking the same position as the Timorese resis
tance .... There is growing admiration for the young 
Timorese who have time and again captured centre 
stage." 

Solidarity requires us to support these activists -
people like the members of INFIGHT and the Pijar 
Foundation, who have been harassed and intimidated 
because they are working to help East Timor become 
free. And, as CNRM representative to Canada Abe 
Barreto Soares points out, "our struggles are the same." 

A new crackdown 
Last summer, Information Minister Harmoko 

banned three leading weekly publications and warned 
four more to tone down their criticisms of the govern
ment. That prompted demonstrations and the formation 
of several new groups to campaign for press freedom. 
Most important was the formation of the Association of 
Independent Journalists (AJI) as an alternative to the 
official journalists' union. 

Underground publications sprang up and are 
being read by more and more people. Police, acting 
under orders from President Suharto, launched a brutal 
new crackdown on Indonesia's small NGO community 
in March with the aim of suppressing these unlicensed 
magazines. 

Two members of the Pijar Foundation were 
arrested in March. Computer disks and files were also 
seized in an apparent bid to stop publication of the 

Supporters are asked to write to protest these 
arrests and to demand that restrictions on freedom of 
the press be lifted. Please send letters to: H. Harmoko, 
Minister of Information, Menteri Penerangan, Jalan 
Merdeka Barat 9, Jakarta, Indonesia. 

CAW support 
On March 28, the Canadian Auto Workers' 
Union - Canada's largest industrial union 
with 205,000 members -wrote to .foreign 
minister Andre Ouellet and the Indonesian 
Ministers of Police and Justice regarding the 
new crackdown on dissent in Indonesia. It is 
the latest of several excellent initiatives by 
the CAW. 

"These arrests and acts of harassment are 
not isolated incidents," wrote CAW national 
president Basil (Buzz) Hargrove. "Since the 
APEC Summit in Jakarta last year, there has 
been a wide scale campaign of intimidation by 
the Govemment of Indonesia directed against 
lawyers, academics, trade unionists, and 
human rights advocates. TIie situation dete
riorates by the day ••• As the Canadian gov
ernment is actively promoting trade and 
investment in Indonesia, we believe there is 
an opportunity for Canada to promote respect 
for human rights and ffHdom of expression 
• part of its trade and foreign policy." 
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Indonesia's bloody regime 
The current government of Indonesia came to 

power in a military coup in 1965. Starting in the late 
1960s, General Suharto established the Orde Barn (New 
Order) regime, governed by a state ideology of 
Pancasila (the 5 Principles), which stresses "consensus" 
and puts little value on individual rights. 

The New Order converted Indonesia into an 
"investor's paradise" for Western multinational corpora
tions. Wages are kept low in order to attract multination
als: workers are paid an average of $1 a day, the lowest 
rate among Asia's industrializing economies. Children as 
young as 13 work 10 hours a day in the factories of 
Indonesia. 

intervention by armed soldiers. Following the Medan 
strikes, the interior ministry announced that the SBSI 
was henceforth "banned from carrying out any kind of 
activity." In November 1994, SBSI chair Muchtar 
Pakpahan was jailed for three years. 

Strikes are more and more common. In 1994, the 
number of strikes rocketted to 1,130, compared to 312 
in 1993. Another free union, the centre for Indonesian 
Workers' Struggle, was formed. Early this year the 
Muslim fasting month of Ramadan was marked by a 
futher wave of strikes. 

caoada helps bankroll repression 
Hundreds of Canadian corporations have invested 

---a-tGtal-of-more..than $3 billion in Indonesia, many of 
them with financial support from the government of 
Canada through its Export Development Corporation 
(EDC). Indonesia is a leading target for the Chretien 
government's Pacific Rim trade initiative. 

Corporations--rushed-into-Iadeaesia--at the same 
time they began laying off employees in their home 
countries. The Suharto regime hopes to use them to turn 
Indonesia into a leading "Pacific Rim growth economy." 
It is helped by Western donors, who gave Indonesia 
$5.1 billion last year. · 

Indonesia's growth rate is certainly high, but the 
wealth is only for the few. Riches are concentrated in a 
handful of families, led by Suharto's own children and 
cronies. Per capita GNP is just $440, compared to $1,940 
in neighbouring Malaysia and $16,690 in Canada. Infant 
mortality is 61 per 1,000 births, compared to 23 in 
Malaysia an4 7 in Canada. 

The government-sponsored trade union is affiliated 
with the ruling party, GOLKAR. It is a yellow union that 
invariably backs employers against their workers. Other 
unions that have been set up in opposition have been 
routinely crushed by the military. 

An alternative for workers 
Two years ago, workers disgusted by the ineffec

tiveness of their "official" union formed the SBSI (Indo
nesia Prosperity Trade Union). This set off a wave of 
strikes, many of them demanding nothing more than to 
be paid the official minimum wage of $2 a day. Other 
demands included transport and daily food allowances, 
holiday bonuses, and better working conditions. Women 
form the bulk of workers in many sectors, in part 
because they can be paid less. In May 1994, a woman 
textile worker named Marsinah died under interrogation 
by government security officers. 

By the beginning of 1994, the SBSI had 250,000 
members in 87 branches across the country. The union 
called a one-hour general strike for Feb. 11, 1994, 
prompting a vicious clampdown by the government. 
Despite this, at least three quarters of a million workers 
downed their tools. 

In April 1994, the SBSI launched a series of strikes 
in Medan, North Sumatra. Tens of thousands walked off 
the job, an action that prompted hundreds of arrests and 

Leading the charge are giants like Inco Ltd., which 
has invested $2.3 billion in a mining and smelting 
operation on the Indonesian island of Sulawesi, at the 
same time as it has made big layoffs at its operations in 
Sudbury and Thompson, Manitoba. Another leading 
Canadian multinational with big dealings in Indonesia is 
Bata Shoes. The 2,000 workers at Bata's two factories in 
Java are the lowest-paid in the 70-country Bata empire. 
In 1979, Bata called in the military to break up strikes at 
one of the factories. 

Action requested 
The International Confederation of Free Trade 

Unions, which includes the Canadian Labour Congress, 
passed a strong resolution backing the SBSI in Decem
ber. Indonesia "continues to blatantly and systematically 
violate internationally-guaranteed trade union and other 
human rights," the ICFIU said. It promised humanitarian 
aid and acceptance of Indonesian free unions as mem
bers by the end of 1995. 

Much more international solidarity is needed. 
Please write in support of the SBSI's right to organize 
freely: General Yogie S. Memed, Minister of the Inte
rior, Jalan Medan Merdeka Utara, No. 7, Central Jakarta, 
Indonesia. Please also send letters to the government of 
Canada, asking for trade to Indonesia to be linked to 
human rights: Andre Ouellet, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
House of Commons, Ottawa Ont, KIA 0A6. Send copies 
of all letters to (and for more information): Labour in 
Indonesia Solidarity Project c/o East Tim.or Alert Net
work (ETAN), PO Box 562, Station P, Toronto, M5S 2Tl, 
(416) 531-5850 (phone/fax). 

-Based on afact sheet.from ETAN's new 
information/ action kit. The full kit is 

available from your local ETAN group. 
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International news 
IRELAND - Ireland has become, along with Portugal, 
one of the most steadfast supporters of East Timor's 
right to self-determination. Together, the Irish and 
Portuguese are keeping the European Community on 
track, even as Britain, Germany and others try to cozy 
up to Indonesian President Suharto. The Irish Senate has 
passed a resolution in support of East Timor, and 
president Mary Robinson has become a big supporter as 
well. All three parties in the Irish right-left coalition 
government (Fine Gael, Labour and Democratic Left) 
have promised to campaign for East Timor. 

AUSTRALIA - Long one of the top supporters of the 
Suharto regime in Indonesia, Australia may be shifting 

··i:fs"poltcy on--Em-Tim-or:·-mrstratta mid Im:lonesta si~d 
a treaty in 1990 dividing East Timor's rich offshore oil 
reseives between the two, and exploration in the Timor 
Gap began this year. (Australia recognized East Timor as 
Indonesia's 27th province in order to gain agreement on 
the deal, a step that no other western government has 
taken.) On Jan. 31, Portugal filed a lawsuit in the World 
Court, saying the Timor Gap treaty is illegal because 
Indonesia has no jurisdiction over East Timor (still 
recognized as a Portuguese colony under international 
law). The Portuguese wanted to sue Indonesia as well, 
but Indonesia does not recognize the World Court's 
jurisdiction. . 

In recent signs of change, however, Australian 
foreign minister Gareth Evans, who has long said East 
Timor is not worth antagonizing Suharto over, spon
sored a pro-East Timor resolution at the convention of 
the governing Labour party. And he referred to Indone
sian foreign minister Ali Alatas' characterization of East 
Timor as "a stone in our shoe," when he said East Timor 
is "more like a rock in the road." Indonesia, he sug
gested, might do better to let East Timor go. 

KOREA - Asian solidarity continues to spread On 
Dec. 2, 25 Korean human rights advocates gathered in 
Seoul for a peaceful rally. Fifty South Korean riot police 
attacked the protest and physically beat participants. 
"The serious human rights violations in East Timor are 
no longer an issue of East Timor itself or Indonesia; yet 
it is a great challenge and shame to the peoples in the 
Asia Pacific region," said a statement from the Korean 
Human Rights Network (KOHRNET), which organized 
the event. 

GERMANY - Germany Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
hopes his country will become Indonesia's gateway to 
Europe, and invited President Suharto on a state visit to 
Germany this April in hopes of cementing a growing 
commercial relationship. The close links were high
lighted by last year's sale of the bulk of the old East 
German navy to Indonesia. However, many Germans 
oppposed the visit He was declared unwelcome in the 
city of Weimar by the local government. Most officials 

he met with, including President Roman Herzog, raised 
embarrassing questions about human rights. The biggest 
fireworks, however, were reseived for Suharto's visit to 
Dresden. A noisy crowd of 150 people gathered. Four of 
the six parliamentary groupings in the local assembly 
declared Suharto unwelcome in their city. Even the 
Dresden opera refused to perform for Suharto. The 
demonstration means reprisals against three Indonesians 
who were in Germany at the time, however. A member 
of the Indonesian parliament and the former publisher 
of Tempo magazine have .been threatened. A third 
Indonesian, student activist Yeni Rosa Damayanti, has 
delayed her return to Indonesia. 

UNITED STATES - U.S. government officials want 
to resume the training of Indonesian army officers, 
which was halted by Congress after the 1991 Santa Cruz 
massaeffl in :iast Timor .. 'f.he .clinton ~n has 
asked for $600,000 in funding to train Indonesian 
officers under the International Military Education and 
Training (!MET) program~ Wmston Lord, Clinton's 
undersecretary of state for Asia Pacific, called IMET a 
means "to improve respect for democratic values among 
future decision makers." On the other side, members of 
both the Senate and House are pushing for a toughen
ing-up of the U.S. ban on light arms sales to Indonesia. 

ELSEWHERE - A new East Timor solidarity group 
has held its first demonstration in war-tom Sri Lanka ... 
Solidarity groups have recently been formed in Den
mark, Luxembourg and Northern Ireland, meaning there 
are groups throughout the European Community ... Abe 
Barreto Soares, CNRM representative to Canada, at
tended the annual Days for East Timor in Oporto, 
Portugal, and is now on a tour of Scandinavia at the 
invitation of the Norwegian University and Swedish East 
Timor Committee ... Renato Constantino Jr. of the Asia 
Pacific Coalition for East Timor (based in Manila) reports 
that new support has been forthcoming from Thailand, 
Nepal, and New Caledonia/Kanaky. Existing groups in 
Japan, Philippines and Hongkong continue to be very 
active ... The East Timorese resistance umbrella CNRM 
issued a statement on the execution of Filipina maid 
~~r ~omtemplacion in Singapore in March, which many 
Filipmos believe was imposed on an innocent woman. 
"CNRM, in the name of the people of East Timor, for 20 
years the victims of the grossest violations of human 
rights by the oppressive Indonesian illegal occupiers of 
their country, joins with the Filipino people in con
demning the hasty execution of Flor Contemplacion, 
calling for the abolition of the death penalty and the 
obseivance of human rights in the ASEAN region," a 
statement issued by overseas representative Jose Ramos 
Horta said ... British activist Chris Cole, who physically 
damaged the nose cones of British Aerospace Hawk 
fighter aircraft destined for Indonesia, was sentenced to 
six months imprisonment in April. Britain has become 
the key weapons supplier to Indonesia, with Hawks 
being used in East Timor despite "assurances" that they 
will not be. 
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Liberals sell -w-eapons to Indonesia 
Ouellet rubber stamps $5. 7 million in sales 

The Liberal government has resumed the sale of 
weapons to Indonesia. Since coming to power at the 
end of 1993, the government has authorized the sale of 
$5,763,000 worth of military aircraft equipment to 
Indonesia, according to material obtained by ETAN 
under access to information laws. Five permits have 
been issued, but the details remain classified. 

Canadian officials have long boasted that Canada's 
policies on arms exports "are among the most restrictive 
in the world." A long-standing policy has been that 
-Canada will--not--sell wea~ to..countlies that- are 
engaged in military conflicts or to countries that show a 
consistent pattern of human rights violations and might 
use these weapons against their own peopJe. This policy 
was repeated, mantra-like, in Foreign Minister Andre 
Ouellet's recent statement of the government's foreign 
policy goals. 

Clearly the policy applies to Indonesia, which is 
carrying on counter-insurgency wars in East Timor, West 
Papua and Aceh. Indonesia's consistent pattern of 
human rights violations hardly needs to be spelled out 
here. 

Canada has, however, sold weapons to Indonesia. 
For instance, Indonesian soldiers invading East Timor in 
1975 were supplied with bullets from Valcartier Indus
tries of Montreal. 

When she was foreign minister under the old 
Conservative government, Barbara McDougall noted that 
all applications for the sale of military equipment to 
Indonesia had to pass her desk. She added that these 
requests were routinely turned down, although she 
refused to declare an outright moratorium on arms sales. 
In 1992, indeed, arms export permits declined to zero. 

With LJ."beral Andre Ouellet at the foreign minister's 
desk, the rubber stamp has been brought out again. It 
was certainly not a development we had expected from 
the Liberals, who had indicated their support for East 
Timor when in opposition. Even Jean Chretien, in a 

· letter to an ETAN member., promised to work for the 
enforcement of UN resolutions that called on Indonesia 
to leave East Timor. 

It should be noted that allllS exports to Indonesia 
need the authorization of the department of foreign 
affairs, and are good for 12 months after they are issued. 
The fact that permits worth $5. 7 million have been 
issued does not actually mean five sales will be made; 
only that the Liberal government has shown that it will 
allow what is essentially a free flow of arms to Indone
sia. The ostensible restrictive policy turns out to be a 
free-for-all, with Canadian weapons for sale to whatever 

dictatorship is willing to pay. 
Canada does not like to act on its own: witness the 

carefully multilateral nature of sanctions against South 
Africa. But if it was to announce an embargo on weap
ons sales to Indonesia, Canada would hardly be acting 
alone. NATO allies Italy and Belgium, for instance, have 
announced allllS embargos over the issues of East Timor 
and human rights. The European parliament has called 
for an arms embargo. Even the United States banned the 
export of small arms. 

This trading in death must be stopped. We ask 
supporters, as a matter of urgency, to demand that 
the government of canada stop authorizing weap
ons exports to Indonesia.. Omada should declare an 
arms embargo, and work for an international. arms 
embargo. Please send letters as soon as possible to 
Foreign Minister Andre Ouellet, with copies to 
Opposidon leader Luden Bouchard, Svend 
Robinson for Parliamentarians for East Timor, and 
ETAN. Please also raise the issue with your own MP, 
either by letter, phone call or in person if possible 
- many Liberal MPs have been shocked to learn 
that caoada is selling weapons to Indonesia. 

MPs can be written postage free at: House of 
Commons, Ottawa Ont., K1A OA6. Ouellet's fax 
number is (613) 995-9926. 
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Canada's diplomatic initatives 
51st Session of the UNCHR Qanuary-March, 1995) 

Much of the first part of 1995 has been taken up 
with activities surrounding the United Nations Commis
sion on Human Rights and Canada's position. I pre
sented a brief on behalf of ETAN at the annual non
govemmntal organizations' consultations with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade. I 
was also busy contacting 120 MPs for their endorsement 
of a (bilingual) text that called on the Canadian govern
ment to call for a Resolution (more below under PE'D. 

For the first time, as part of the position it would 
take at the UNCHR, Canada sent its Ambassador to 
Indonesia to visit ·East Timer the week of February 13. 
Word from Jose Ramos-Horta (Special Representative, 
CNRM), and others at the UNCHR is that the 
Ambassador's report, coupled with the Canadian 
Delegation who were receiving strong orders from 
Ottawa, ensured that Canada had an important role in 
all human rights discussions on East Timor. In fact, 
Canada played quite a positive role, and was comple
mented by Mr. Ramos-Horta himself. This is due to 
pressure from all areas, such as the phonecalls and 
letters of Canadian citizens to Canada's Foreign Minister 
and others, the pressure from many Members of Parlia
ment, etc. 

cauada Calls for Inquest into East Timor Killin~ in 
January,1995 

The day after the NGO consultations with Foreign 
Affairs, the Canadian government was the first to call for 
an inquest into the alleged killings in Liquisa earlier that 
week. Canada was quickly joined by the US and 
Australia in this request. In addition to publically calling 
for an inquest, Canadian officials in both Jakarta and 
Ottawa met with Indonesian officials regarding this 
incident 

cauada's Ambassador to Indonesia visits East 
Timor, February 13-17, 1995 

Prior to the visit, I received word from East Timor 
that Les Dickenson, Canada's Ambassador to Indonesia, 
and Colin Stewart (Political Counsellor, Canadian 
Embassy, Indonesia) were planning to go to East Timor 
for Canada's own version of a human rights fact finding 
mission, partly in response to Canada's concerns · 
regarding the January killings in East Timor. Prior to 
their departure, I was able to get a letter to the Embassy, 
documenting human rights violations since last Novem
ber, when Prime Minister Chretien was in Indonesia for 
APEC. Even though the details of the visit remain 
confidential, it appears that the Ambassador and Mr. 

Stewart wrote quite a candid report concerning their 
visit. 

cauada Targets Indonesia as Key Market for 
Defence Products 

Before you start to believe that Canada has finally 
changed its policy on East Timor and Indonesia, I want 
to draw your attention to the report issued by Interna
tional Trade the same week that Canada's Ambassador 
to Indonesia was in Dill. This document is entitled 
Canada~ Export Strategy.- Tbe International Trade 
Business Plan 1995/96- Defence Products and is 
available free of charge from the Department of Foreign 
Affairs. On page four, Indonesia is listed as both a 
priority country and a growth market for Canadian 
weapons exports. 11lis is something that needs to be 
made public, and have action taken on. Please write to 
both the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Andre Ouellet, and 
the Minister for International Trade, Roy MacLaren, 
expressing your concern that Canada is encouraging the 
sale of Canadian defence products to a country that has 
been engaged in genocidal activities with East Timor 
since 1975. 

-Sharon Schade 
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Parliamentarians for East Timor 
PET-Canada and the UNCHR 

Parliamentarians for East Timor - Canada is 
growing! Over 30 MPs endorsed a statement on East 
Timor that called for the Canadian government to take 
the lead and call for a resolution at the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights The English version of 
the bilingual text (thanks to Bruno Kahn in Paris, 
France, for the translation into French) read as follows: 

"195)5 marks the 20th year of the illegal occupation 
of East Timor by Indonesia. In that time, over one-third 
of the population has been killed. The Indonesian 
government is determined to eradicate the East 
Timorese as a distinct ethnic group. Rape, forced 
abortions, torced labour, mass exea.it:1ons, and torture 
are just some of the atrocities that General Suharto's 
regime has systematically perpetrated in East Timor. 

"At the UN Commission on Human Rights this 
year, the report by the UN Special Rapporteur on 
Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions who 
visited East Timar in July 1994 will be tabled. The report 
concludes that the massacre in Dili, East Timor, on 12th 
November 1991 was a planned military operation 
against unarmed civilians, that the investigations of the 
massacre by the Indonesian police lacked indepen
dence, impartiality and professionalism and that 
Indonesia's National Commission of Inquiry also lacked 
independence; notes that the Special Rapporteur also 
regretted that no military personnel were charged with 
homicide and concluded that the same conditions that 
allowed the killings to happen still persist in East Timor 
and that he also recommended that a new commission 
of Inquiry composed of independent experts be estab
lished. 

"In light of this authoritative UN Report, and the 
relative ineffectiveness of the Chair's Statement of 1994, 
we, the undersigned Members of Parliament, call on the 
Canadian UN delegation to take the lead and actively 

Translators 
needed! 
ETAN needs the help of qualified translators, 
particularlY from English into French. A 
commibnent of several hours a month is 
required. We also need occasion translation 
of publicity materials from English into lndo
nesianp Portuguese, Chinese and other 
languages, and from Indonesian and other 
languages into English. Please contact us if 
you can help out. 

lobby for a strong Resolution on the issue of East Timor 
at this year's 51st Session." 

The statement was signed by the following mem
bers of parliament: Warren Allmand (L), Vic Althouse 
(NDP), Chris Axworthy (NDP), Richard Belisle (BQ), 
Eugene Bellemarre (L), Stephane Bergeron (BQ), Bill 
Blaikie (NDP), Rene Canuel (BQ), Andre Caron (BQ), 
Madeleine Dalphond-Guira! (BQ), Michel Davtault (BQ), 
Simon deJong (NDP), Pierre De Savoye (BQ), Maud 
Debien (BQ), John English (L), Gilbert Filion (BQ), Nie 
Leblanc (BQ), Gaston Leroux (BQ), Jean-Paul Marchand 
(BQ), Audrey McLaughlin (NDP), Maria Minna (L), 
Nelson Riis (NDP), Svend Robinson (NDP), Andy Scott 
(L), John Solomon (NDP), Len.Taylor (NDP). 

The intent of the statement was to have an MP 
read it into the House of Commons officially. Unf ortu
nately, due to several unforeseen problems, it was not 
read as such. However, the statement and list of signato
ries was faxed to the head of the Canadian delegation, 
Leonard Legault (and the fax was received the day that 
discussions commenced on East Timor at the UNCHR). 

Write Your Member of Parliament! 
Please continue to write to your MPs; also send 

them copies of your letters to Prime Minister Chretien; 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Andre Ouellet; Secretary 
of State (Asia-Pacific), Raymond Chan; and the Minister 
for International Trade, Roy Maclaren. Keep your 
Member of Parliament apprised. And when you do 
receive a reply from an MP, please send me a copy. 

- Sharon Schade, International Secretary, 
Parliamentarians for East Timor, 

P.O. Box 1031, Station B, Ottawa, ON, KlP 5Rl 
Fax:(613) 834-2021 E-Mail: etanott@web.apc.org 

Letter 
writing tips 
• Be brief. When writing to government officials, letters of 
1-2 pages have a greater chance of being read. 
• Be courteous. Insulting language is unlikely to work. 
• Make a request. By requesting specific information and 
further details, you increase the chance that your letter 
will receive special attent ion. 
• Write in your own words. 
• Be prepared to receive a form letter and backgrounder 
from the government, and follow up with a second letter. 

• MPs can be written for free at: 
House of Commons, Ottawa Ont., K1A OA6. 
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ALBERTA 
East Tim.or at the Internatiom[ll. Week 1995 
inEdmonton 

On Monday, 30th January, at 9 pm, a film "Death 
of a Nation: the Timor Conspiracy" was presented in 
Garneau Theatre. Learlets distributed throughout public 
places in Edmonton, said: 

DEATH OF A NATION: THE TIMOR CONSPIRACY 
sponsored by the East Timor Alert Network 

Monday, January 30, 9 pm, Garneau Theatre 

TbiS film about the genocidal aftermath of 
Indonesia~ irwasion of East T'imor was shot covertly in 
East Timor, under the noses of the invaders. This power
ful and controversial film not only depicts the brutal 
takeover of East Timor and the subsequent subjugation of 
its people, but shows how western governments have 
turned a blind eye to the atrocities for their own eco
nomic imperatives. 

The International Week 1995 was sponsored by 
Radio Active, the National Film Board of Canada, the 
University of Alberta's Student Union, the Merchants of 
HUB, CJSR-FM 88, and the Edmonton Journal. 

Since my colleague Larry Grieve was unable to go 
to Edmonton, I went there to represent ETAN/Calgary. 
In Edmonton, I stayed at the apartment of Daryl who is 
a freelance journalist at the CJSR -FM 88. Since Daryl 
knew that I came from Indonesia, he interviewed me 
(regarding East Timor and Indonesia) in his studio for 
15 minutes. 

The film was shown on time at 9 pm. I estimate 
that around 200 people watched it. After the movie was 
shown, a question period took place with me as a 
speaker. 

(Note:! found that MacDonald Detwiler and Spar 
probably sell military technology to Indonesia. 
MacDonald Detwiler assists the Indonesian space 
agency (LAP AN) in making use of data from all of its 
satelites (source: Western Commerce & Industry, Sep. 
1993, p.62) and is the dominant company for Earth
observation computer software (source: Financial Times 
of Canada, v. 83(19), May 7 /13, 1994, p.4); I'm afraid 
that this kind of technology will be used by the Indone
sian army to track down freedom-fighters not only in 
East Timor, but also in Aceh and Irian Jaya. Spar is a 
Canadian company in the space- and ground-based 
communications, informatics, aviation and defence 
industries and employs 2,800 people in Canada, USA, 
Mexico, as well as Indonesia (source: Lexis/Nexis). 

There wer~ several personal questions such as 
whether I am going to go back to Indonesia after study 
(Note: surprisingly, several people have been in 
Indonesia as teachers & exchange students; so, they 
were surprised at me criticizing the Soeharto govern
ment because in Indonesia, to criticize the Soeharto 
government means death) 

However, there was one question which surprised 
me as a representative of ETAN/Calgary. One lady asked 
a question whether ETAN was also concerned about the 
situation in West Papua (Irian Jaya). I immediatly 
answered yes. And I also mentioned Aceh (a territory at 
the northern tip of Sumatra) as another concern of 
ETAN. Of course, my answers were probably "out of 
line" (never discussed among ETAN activists in Canada); 
my answers just came out of my head as an Indonesian 
citizen: who has experiences of living under military 
dictatorship. I told Larry Grieve about that, and he 
seemed to agree with me. How about other ETAN 
activists ?? 

The question period finished at 12:30 am (includ
ing chats with Canadians, two of whom went to Indone
sia as a teacher at Atmajaya University in Yogyakarta 
and an exchange-student to Kalimantan). Seventy eight 
Canadians signed a petition ([1] support an arms em
bargo against Indonesia, [2] call upon the Indonesian 
gov't to free all political prisoners, [31 end Canadian 
gov't funding for the promotion of trade with Indone
sia). 

Reform Party 
Most of Alberta is represented by MPs from the 

Reform Party. Among six MPs of the Reform from 
Calgary, only Stephen Harper MP has represented me 
before the Minister of Foreign Affairs (a letter sent to me 
on October 5, 1994). 

-PaulSalim 

PS ETAN/Calgary has also recently set up a table 
at the YWCA to colelct signatures, participated in the 
Dec. 10 Human Rights day celebrations at City Hall, 
sponsored a screening of "Death of a nation" at the 
Calgary fim festival, and organized a speaking night with 
Isabel Galhos. 
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WINNIPEG 
• Tbe Uniter(The University of Winnipeg's student 

newspaper) · 
• People's Voice (the Communist Party newspaper 

Isabel Galhos, a political refugee from East Timor, with a circulation of about 12,000 across Canada) 
was.in Winnipeg from Feb. 28 to March 8 for a speaking • Weetamab (Manitoba's Aboriginal newspaper 
tour to raise awareness in our community about with a readership of over 5,000) 
Indonesia's occupation of East Timor. The following is Bella was intetviewed by: 
an itinerary of her tour and the number of people in • CBC Radio "As It Happens" 
attendance at each event. • FIRE ,. Feminist International Radio Everywhere, 

based in Costa Rica. 
Feb. 28: Bella spoke after a showing of the video The March 6 press conference was shown on 

"Cold Blood," presented by liberty library. 40 people CKND-TV and M1N. Kemiel Aasland also did an 
were in attendance. 

Mar. 2: Bella spoke after a showing of the video interview on CJOB Radio. 
"Death of a Nation" at the University of Manitoba. 30 We estimate that between Feb. 28 and March 8, 
people attended. A display table was set up on the main Isa~l Galhos spToisok~ lido about ~Ocltod70th0 peoplhe at . . d 

-floor of the University Cemre all day on March 2 &3. ---· ~.!!5~ ~~: ,..... . oes no~ m u e.. ose w o V1S1te 
Mar. 4: Bella spoke at the "Onward to Beijing" informa~on tables that were set up, or reports through 

conference sponsored by the Manitoba UN Decade for the me<lia. . . . . 
Women Committee. 150 people attended this confer- The East Tun~r Alert Network m Wllllllpeg can be 

Sh a1s · · d b F . . . reached by contacting: 
enc:. e was o mterviewe y emnust International B Bedf, d c2o4) 663_2688 
Radio Everywhere (FIRE) ev or 

Mar. 5: Bella spoke .for 15 minutes at the Intema- K:emiel Aasland (204) 668-1556 
tional Women's Day rally at the University of Winnipeg. Fiona Mulgrew (204) 783-3795 
200 people attended this rally. A display table was also -Bev Bedford 
set up. 

Mar. 5: Open house on East Timor at Crossways in 
Common 30 people took part. 

Mar. 6: A press conference was held.at the Ab
original Centre, highlighting the oppression of indig
enous peoples around the world, including East Timor. 
CKND-TV, Manitoba Television Network (MTN) and 
Weetamab, Manitoba's Aboriginal newspaper, covered 
the press conference. 

Mar. 6: luncheon with Isabel Galhos at the Aborigi
nal Centre, speaking about indigenous rights in East 
Timor. 25 people were in attendance. 

Mar. 6: The University of Winnipeg's Women's 
Centre presented an International Women's Day forum 
with students speaking about women's experiences 
around the world. Bella spoke about human rights 
abuses against women in East Timor. About 40-50 
people attended. 

Mar. 8: Bella spoke to about 40 to 50 students at 
Kildonan High School. 

Mar. 8: "An eyewitness account of East Timor" a 
' presentation by Isabel Galhos, sponsored by the World 

University Service of Canada. 60 people were in atten
dance. 

Media: The following media covered Bella's tour of 
Winnipeg. 

• The Voice (Winnipeg's bi-weekly newspaper, 
circulation 10,000) 

• The Winnipeg Free Press (daily newspaper, with 
circulation in the hundreds of thousands) 

ONTARIO/QUEBEC 
Isabel Galhos Tour 

Isabel Galhos also visited Central Canada in March, 
travelling to Ottawa, Montreal, Kingston, Toronto, 
Guelph and Windsor. 

On March 13, ETAN and the Southeast Asia 
Working Group of OPIRG Guelph arranged for Bella to 
speak on the U of Guelph campus. There was a large 
turnout and tables at the University Centre. Bella also 
spoke downtown at the Guelph International Research 
Centre, and was interviewed by CFRU Radio. 

In Ottawa, she was keynote speaker at ETAN/ 
Ottawa's incredibly successful Folk for a Free East Timor 
benefit on March 18. The Upstairs Club was packed to 
beyond capacity and hundreds of people heard from 
Bella, Kerry Pither and other members of ETAN/Ottawa, 
and ETAN founder Elaine Briere from Vancouver. The 
music was also incredible - thanks to Bob Stark, Meg 
Lunney, Malaika, The Mustards, and Ian Tamblyn. 
Thanks also to all the wonderful volunteers who put the 
show together! 

In Montreal, Bella spoke to a good crowd at 
Concordia University, and was interviewed by the 
McGill Daily jran,ais and other media outlets. In 
Kingston, SO people came out to Queen's University for 
an East Timor benefit featuring Bella and four acoustic 
guitarists. In Toronto, Bella spoke at the U of T Interna
tional Student Centre, in a co-presentation by ETAN and 
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OPIRG Toronto. 
ETAN/Windsor-Essex County kept Bella 

busy for two weeks with a complete round of 
area high schools. Hundreds of people had a 
chance to hear her speak. 

Saleh Abdullah 'Tour 
INFIGHT, the Indonesian Front for the 

Defence of Human Rights, isone of the strongest 
voices for human rights in the country. INFIGHT 
co-ordinator Saleh Abdullah came to Canada in 
February to attend a conference hosted by the 
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development 
and Peace in Montreal. Thanks to the help of 
CCODP and the Canada Asia Working Group, 
ETAN was able to bring Saleh to other cities. 

while- m "<:5iiawa,-Saleh had ·several meet: 
ings, spoke at an international human rights 
course at Carleton University, and one public 
speaking engagement which was very well
attended. He was very encouraged by the strong 
outpouring of support from the Ottawa commu
nity. Saleh had three main meetings, one with 
the NGO community who work with Indone$ia; 
one with the Canadian Human Rights 
Commission; and one with the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT'.) 
and the Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA). 

Saleh also travelled to Montreal, Toronto 
and Guelph, where his visit sparked a large 
feature in the student newspaper, 

Renowned U.S. writer Noam Chomsky was in Ottawa last 
October at the invitation of the East Timar Alert Network. 
Chomsky spoke to 800 people on East Timor at the Bytowne 
Theatre, to kick off the Slx Months for East Timor campaign. 
(Videos of the talk are available from ETAN - see page 15). 
Here, Chomsky ( right) shares the stage with Svend Robinson MP, 
at a news conference on Canada and East Timor on Parliamen 
Hill that was reported in newspapers from coast to coast. 

The Ontarian. 

November 12 commemorations 
The 3rd anniversary of the Santa Cruz massacre 

was remembered across Canada on Nov. 12, 1994. The 
largest East Timor demonstration in Canadian history 
took place in Ottawa, with 350 people in attendance. 

A large rally was also held at CBC-TV in Windsor, 
with great media coverage. Smaller commemorations 
were held at Toronto City Hall, at Guelph MP Brenda 
Chamberlain's office, and elsewhere. In Montreal, a 
successful benefit with Abe ho Aloz raised money for 
ETAN's East Timorese political prisoners' fund. 

An exhibit of Elaine Briere's East Timor photos 
was shown at The Manx Pub in Ottawa, the Service 
Hardware Gallery in Guelph, and in Saskatoon. 

Bits & Pieces 
ETAN's newest local group formed in Kingston this 

winter ... A Kitchener-Waterloo group may be in the 
works, thanks to the work of dedicated local activists, 
WPIRG and Abe ho Aloz, who went to K-W for a 
concert in February ... OPIRG York's newly-formed 

Southeast Asia Working Group presented the Toronto 
premiere of the video of Noam Chomsky speaking on 
East Timor in Ottawa last October ... ETAN extends 
special thanks to all the PIRGs (public interest research 
groups) who have helped to support East Timor during 
this school year. Many of these events would not have 
happened without the assistance of PIRGs. In particular, 
we'd like to thank OPIRG Ottawa and OPIRG Carleton; 
QPIRG in Montreal; OPIRG Kingston; OPIRG Toronto 
and OPIRG York; OPIRG Guelph; WPIRG in Waterloo; 
OPIRG Windsor; and SFU-PIRG at Simon Fraser Univer
sity in BC. And congratulations to McMaster PIRG,. 
which will start up next year after a successful year-long 
campaign in Hamilton. 
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East Timor Alert Network 

Who cares about East Timor? 

You...da._ 
Recently, the East Timor Alert Network sent out an appeal for donations. If you have already responded, 

please accept our thanks. Many of you have been extremely generous. 
If not, please do consider making a donation to ETAN, or becoming a member by donating $10 or 10 hours of 

volunteer time. With the increasing calls on the organization, we do increasingly need financial support from 
individual supporters. 

Please use the form on this page if you are able to support Canada's only East Timor solidarity group. 

Thank you! 

EAST TIMOR MERCHANDISE: 
T SHIRTS • Front "Free East Timor!' with ETAN logo; Back "Encl Canadian support for the 
Indonesian occupation of East Timor''. One colour on unbleached 100% cotton. $15 each, $10 
each for 10 or more. 
BUTTONS• "Free East Timor!" with smiling Timorese girl. $1 each, 60¢ each for 10 or more. 
VIDEOS• Noam Chomsky speaks on East Timor (Ottawa, Oct. 1994). $15 each . . 
BOOKS • "The Indonesia KH'' by Elaine Briere. $7. 
PLEASE INCLUDE POSTAGE@ 20% al cost al order, with a $3 minimum postage 

r-------------------------------------7 
_ I would like to donate $10 (membership in ETAN) I 

_ I would like to donate $30 

_ I would like to donate $_ 

_ I am enclosing $ _ to cover the cost and postage of: 

Name: _________________ _ 

Address: ____________ ........,:. ___ _ 

Phone: 
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199S ACTION CAMPAIGN 

20 years of occupation is enough! 
IT'S TIME FOR PEACE! 

This year marks a double anniversary - the 50th anniversary of Indonesian independence and the 
20th anniversary of Indonesia's illegal occupation of East Timor. Indonesia's New Order regime -
30 years old this year - has betrayed the promise of independence with its brutal reign of terror 
in East Timor and other occupied territories. An entire generation of East Timorese have now 
grown up under miHtary occupation. Yet, the new generation is the most determined to resist. 

1995 could weU be a breakthrough year for East Timor. For the remainder of the year, the 
East Timor Alert Network will concentrate on events leading up to the 20th anniversary of the 

.liw•ion of East Timor-on Dec. 7. PoliticaDy, we·will l>ecampaigning in support of the peace plan 
authored by jailed resistance leader Xanana Gusmao and the CNRM resistance movement. 

xanana's peace plan envisions a referendum on independence, to be held after a period of 
United Nations tutelage and monitoring. As a first stage, East Timorese political prisoners must be 
set free, international human rights monitors sent in, the Indonesian army withdrawn, and East 
Timorese and Indonesian representatives must start to talk under UN mediation. The government 
of Canada must now support this peace plan, and announce a ban on the sale of weapons to Indo
nesia. 

MAY 20 • The campaign wiD c,pen on the anniversary of Xanana's sentencing by an Indonesian 
kangaroo court two years ago, with an open letter from Canadians in support for Xanana's peace 
plan. Please contact us if you can help with this letter. 

n&Y • Key international meetings will provide an opportunity for the Canadian government to 
speak out for peace. Both the Consultative Group on Indonesia (the forum of countries that give aid 
to the Indonesian govemment> and the United Nations Decolonization Committee will meet. 

AUGUST • August 17 marks the 50th anniversary of Indonesian independence from the Nether
lands. ETAN wil use the day to highlight the betrayal of the ideal of self-determination. 

SEPT/OCT• There wiD be speaking tours in central and western Canada in September and October. 
The fall also marks the release of Sharon Scharfe's new book on Canada and East Timor; a 

tabloid newspaper. for wide public distribution; and a radio documentary examining Canada's role in 
the East nmor holocaust. 

NOVEMBER • November 12 marks the fourth anniversary of the Santa Cruz massacre in Dili, and 
will once again be marked with nationwide vigils and demonstrations. Around this time, Pacific Rim 
leaders will gather for the annual Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in Osaka, Japan. 

DECEMBER 7 • Cross-country actions will mark the 20th anniversary of the occupation. By this 
time, we hope East Tm1or wiD be on the road to independence - if not, protests will be held. 

Also marking Dec. 7 will be the release of a CD featuring music by Abe ho Aloz, and Elaine 
Briere'& feature film on East Tlfflor from a Canadian perspective. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW for Aug. 17, Nov. 12 and Dec. 7, and please stay in touch with 
your local ETAN group for more.details on other events. 

- East Timor Alert Network (416) 531a5850 




