OTTAWA OFFICE:

Room 268 ; ;
Wellington Building
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 RAY FUNK, M.P.
Tel: (613) 995-7325 : PRINCE ALBERT/CHURCHILL RIVER
February 5, 1992
Dear Friends,

CONSTITUENCY OFFICES:
TOLL FREE: 1-800-667-9328

160 17th Street West
PRINCE ALBERT, Sask. S6V 3X5
Tel: (306) 922-6996
Fax: (306) 922-2665

P.O. Box 1560

LA RONGE, Sask. S0J 1LO
Tel: (306) 425-2525

Fax: (306) 425-2885

Enclosed is a copy of the latest newsletter from the East Timor Alert Network.

" There has been a growing debate in the media over Canada’s involvement with the military

regime in Indonesia, especially in the wake of last year’s massacre.

On behalf of the Parliamentarians for East Timor, I hope you find the enclosed to be

informative.

Sincerely,

B

Ray Funk, M.P.
Prince Albert/Churchill River

Encl



EAST TIMOR ALERT NETWORK

104-2120 West 44® St., Vancouver, B.C. Canada V6M 2G2 (604)264-9973
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Dear Friends of East Timor,

The events of the past two months have been somewhat
overwhelming for myself and our little network. Suddenly East
Timor was on the front pages of the western press all over the

world! Quite an astonishing turn of events for everyone. But
like our counterparts in Portugal, Europe, Japan and the U.S. we
all scrambled to make the best of a bad situation. The massacre

of Nov.12 was the very first time the Suharto regime has been
exposed internationally for its many crimes against humanity.

While the reaction to the Dili massacre by External Affairs
was rather weak and minimal there was at 1least a show of
disapproval against -a regime that usually gets nothing but
handshakes and unquestioning assistance from Canada. Of the 8 or
S big aid donors to Indonesia only Denmark, the Netherlands and
Canada made any aid cuts. On the other hand, unlike Portugal and
the European community Canada is not pressing Indonesia to allow
an independent international investigation into the massacre.
Instead, the Canadian government is throwing in its lot the U.S.
and Australia in settling for the Indonesian military's own
investigation. A complete whitewash from beginning to end, the
Indonesian inqguiry exonerates the military high command of any
responsiblity and blames -the deaths on "unorganized security
personel”™ and the Timorese themselves, against whom "action must
be taken". And this all happened when the Indonesian Armed Forces
were employing the ‘'"prosperity approach based on 1love and
affection". Copies of this investigation are available from
ETAN for those interested in a <classic piece of Orwellian
rhetoric from the New Order Regime.

Interestingly, none of the major aid donors to Indonesia
responded to an appeal for an international weapons embargo
against Indonesia issued by the European Parliament. Canada
included.

While we didn't get the Canadian government to do anything
approaching the honourable for East Timor we did manage to put
the whole question of our relationship with Indonesia on another
footing. In particular I would like to thank David Webster for
getting the ball rolling by bringing Jose Guterres to Ottawa. And
the Ottawa group did a great job,as usual,in bringing 1in Jose
Ramos Horta, Amy Goodman and Alan Nairn. In particular I would
like to thank Maureen Davies, Peter Monet, Basil Modridge, Tim
Colby, Doug McGregor and Gary Evans for their great organizing of
the events around the cutting of bilateral aid to Indonesia. Hn



to the 1International Center for Human Rights and the B.C.
Conf. of the United Church for coming up with some quick cash.

We also had strong support in parliament and the media.
Special thanks goes to Svend Robinson, Beryl Gaffney and
Christine Stewart for their persistant demands in the house that
the government live up to its newly stated committment to human
rights. And without the excellent media coverage of David Todd of
Southam News and Satinder Vindra of CBC's "As It Happens" its
doubtful there would have been any aid cuts at all.

And, of course, to our many supporters across the country
without whom there would have been no response from Ottawa. Many
thanks for flooding the media and External Affairs with phone
calls, letters and generally raising hell. It was great. It
worked. Lets do it again.

My 1life will be going in a slightly different direction for
the next year or two. Last week I recieved a Canada Council grant
to do a film on East Timox. I have wanted to do something 1like
this for a 1long time and am really happy about getting this
grant. I want to try to tell the story of how people of East
Timor 1lived before the Indonesian occupation and how this way of
life should have meaning for us all.

David Webster will be going to the solidarity meeting in
Europe this year and be taking responsibility for much of the
political work. Li-Lien Gibbons, the UBC student and sister of
Kamal who also died in Dili on Nov.12, will take over writing on
the newsletter. (not John Sorensen as previously stated) Material
for the newsletter can continue to be sent to my address and 1'l1l
pass it on to Li-lien.

Donations for the network can continue to come here as well
or to David Webster, ETAN of Toronto, Box 562, Stn.P, Toronto,
M5S 2K9.

We are also starting to raise money for a full page ad in
Saturday Night magazine. The B.C. Conference of the United
Church of Canada has agreed to give a tax deductable receipt for
these donations. The text of the letter will be send out in a
separate maliling and cheques can be sent to ETAN's Vancouver
address made out to:

B.C. Conference - United Church of Canada, memo East Timor Relief

There ~ are two Timorese refugees in Canada now, Aze 23, and
Abe, 26, both were visiting on youth exchange programs when the
massacre happened in East Timor. Both had to make the difficult
decision whether to go back to Indonesia or to stay here +1in a
strange country. Hopefully they vill soon feel more at home and
recieve the support they need to continue their work for East
Timor here in Canada.

Best wishes to all in 1992, %Z .
Elaine Dricve g?owt ETAN j:
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- BY LINDA HOSSIE
The Globe and
NDONESIA invadg§ East Ti-
mor in 1975, quellingan inci-
pient independence movement
struggling to break free of Por-
tuguese colonial rule. Seven
months and tens of thousands of
deaths later, the government in Ja-
karta proclaimed East Timor the
27th Indonesian province.
So many people were killed dur-
ing the invasion and the subse-
quent repression and starvation.

mation in Washington has cited the
conflict as one of the three most vi-
olent in the world, the others being
Cambodia and Afghanistan. The
real death toll is unknown, but the
most commonly cited figure is
200,000 out of a pre-invasion pop-
ulation of about 700,000.
The Indonesian takeover of East
Timor has been resisted, princi-
ly by the Fretilin, a guerrilla
orce that has been dramatically re-
duced in number during 16 years of
civil war. Although Indonesia dis-
misses Fretilin’s ability to disrupt ,

- Indonesian control of East Timor,

observers say as many as 25,000 In-
donesian troops remain on the
island.

BACKGROUND / East Timor [0V (5

Independence bid
drenched in blood

-guages and cultural practices of the

that the Center for Defence Infor- ~ * mor violated two basic United Na-

 strategicimportance — itsislands

/1

Observers also report that land is
being transferred from the Ti-
morese to Indonesian settlers, that
birth control is imposed on Ti-
morese women and that the lan-

Timorese are being suppressed.
In February, the Canada-Asia
Working Group reported the
alarm of anthropologists over the
gradual loss of East Timor’s cul-
ture, whhli:h in 1975 included 30
cthno-lingistic groups. )
Indonesia’s invasn%sn of East Ti-

tions principles: the right to self-
determination and the integrity of
territory. UN resolutionscon-
demning the invasion have consis-
tently been resisted, however, by
the United States and several of its
allies, including Canada.

The explanation for thisis
widely thought to lie in Indonesia’s

span the seaways that link Japan
and Middle Eastern cil fields —
and the West’s well-developed
trade ties with the country.

- Indonesia is the second-largest
recipient of bilateral Canadian for-
cign aid. Canada also has extensive
business ties with Indonesia,
including arms sales.

Military chief admits East Timor

slaughter

DILI, Indonesia (Reuter) —
East Timor's military commander
has admitted that Indonesian
troops fired into a crowd of
mourners for up to 10 minutes
last week, but he denied the ac-
tion was excessive.

He also ssid he would finally
allow independent observers t:
visit those wounded in the shoot-
ing.

The government
nounced a commission

has an-
to look

into the shooting. The Indonesian
mlitary says soldiers opened tire
on a crowd of 3,600 mourners as
the result of a misunderstood or-
der and that they had been pro-
voked. It says 19 people were
killed and 89 wounded.

!

Soldiers
- open fire
-on Timorese

protesters
REUTER  Aanelle A 199

JAKARTA — Indonesian sol-
diers opened fire yesterday on a fu-
neral procession of youths protest-
ing against Jakarta’s rule over East
Timor and separatist rebels said up
to 100 were killed or injured.

In a statement in Lisbon, Portu-
gal’s president, Mario Soares, con-

" .demned what he called “repeated
acts of violence” in the former Por-
tuguese colony, where the Fretilin
armed independence movement

; - has been operating since the terri-

tl%r%was annexed by Indonesia in
“There were varying accounts of
casualties. One diplomat in Jakarta
said more than 20 people were
killed in East Timor’s capital, Dili.
The Portuguese news agency Lusa
quoted- a Roman - Catholic priest
there as saying troops shot dead
, more than 50 people and wounded
- dozens of others. "~ - .
Abilio Araujo, spokesman in Por-
" tugal for the Fretilin guerrillas, said

‘ more than 100 people had been -

killed or injured, but Indonesia’s
. army said in a statement only that
. several protesters had been killed
i and others injured.
* “Security officers tried to dis-
« perse them in persuasive ways but
they put up resistance and attacked
. the officers,” the statement said.
East Timor, at the eastern end of
. the vast Indonesian archipelago,
- was annexed by Indonesia shortly
after Portugal gave up the colony it
i ruled for three centuries.
" Jakarta’s rule is not internation-
. ally recognized and international
_ human-rights organizations have
_ frequently criticized abuses there.
Diplomats estimate up to
. 200,000 East Timorese have died
. since the region came under Indo-
nesia’s control.

Soares said he wrote to UN Secre-

tary-General Javier Perez de Cuel-
lar last week to draw attention to
the “intolerable disrespect being
shown for human rights and the
: atrocities being committed by Indo-
. nesia in East Timor in flagrant vio-
; lation of international law and UN
resolutions.”
- East Timor’s 600,000 people are
. .mostly Roman Catholic, while In-
- donesia has the world's largest pop-
' ulation of Muslims.

| S



Ottawa reluctant
to condemn killing
in East Timor

By David Webster

Wn-n-:n. ON NOV. 12,

Indonesian troops
opened fire on a
crowd of unarmed
pro-
strators in

mourners

demon-
Timor

.national outrage fol

-qu

idl?‘ Jeast 100 Timorese were

soldiers tiny
coun:{,oﬂ’theuortheoutot
a, in 1975. The reli-
;iouspro%uslonmheldin
memory of Sebastiao Rang
‘4 killed two

el,
a young man
before in a Catholic h
church in Dili, East r's

capital. “There were thou-

inter-
lowed

mor, men, young
kids, and they mrcha up to
the cemetery.”’

Goodman and Alan Naim, a
cotrespondent for The New
Yorker, tried to themselves

ers and the
crowd to prevent an ﬁl;cident.

and
that th

" man, Se 0, &
kept shooting,”
man.

guns toward us and

Australia, New
_ Britain and other countries de-

lored the latest round of vio- ‘

ence. Amnesty International,
meanwhile, ed for a fully
independent tion.

later, Canada was still

silent. Of Indonesia’s closest
Western supporters, “all but
Canada have made ciear state-
ments against the massacre,”
said José Luis Guterres, an
East Timorese representative
at the United Nations, during a
~Arran p to Otta-
y join

c-
in East Timor?"

Barb
small steps in the
tion. She told the
Commons *‘we condemn both
the violation of human rights
in this specific instance but al-
so the ongoing situation for
the people who live there” —
strong words from a country
that has remained silent for
more than 15 years, while In-
donesian rule claimed the lives
of a third of the Timorese pop-
ulation. McDougall also or-
dered a “review’’ of Canadian
aid to Indonesia.
It’s the least we could have
done. For all of Canada's
raiseworthy statements on
ﬁnldng aid to respect for hu-
";tlﬂ ‘ﬂlhll. we haven't seen a
ol L
Indonesia is Canada’s third-
I:rzesg recipient of direct bilat-
aid — more than $50 mil-
lion a year since 1984, an
Cana-

ouse of

- amount projected by the

din::t lnumugon Develop-

me Agcng go ugnsubuan-

over next ,

tiCl.nD’!\ is involved in the eoy:?'r:-

Foatn. which enyages moving
es movi

vast numbers of Javstns to ounts-

condemned by internltionayl
hu:lt:ln rights and environ-
me; groups.

More than 300 Canadian
companies are active in Indo-
nesia, led by INCO, owner of a
billion-dollar nickel mining
and smelting complex in the

ulawesi. And it's
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A DEADLY SILENCE

The tiny island of East Timor has endured 16 years of brutal
repression at the hands of Indonesia. Yet Canada has consistently
ignored the carnage — in sharp contrast to the image it tries
to present on virtually every other international human rights issue.

SECTION B
PAGES B1-B8

ByDAVE Tobp

SouTHAM NEWS FOR THE CITIZEN

holocaust.

. y any sensible yardstick, what has tran-
spired in East Timor since 1975 hasbeena -

Although East Timor and the 16-year con-

flict it has endured are both small in relative terms
(the entire island of Timor is roughly the size of Van-

couver Island), there are two measurements by which

it exceeds in horror even the three-year reign of ter-

ror that Khmer Rouge dictator Pol Pot forced on Cam-

bodia.

- The 200,000 Timorese civilians and armed oppo-
nents of the Indonesian government killed in battle,
concentration camps or through famine and disease
(the Roman Catholic Church'’s count) during their -
fight for independence equal about a third of the ex-
colony's pre-war population.

- If one accepts repeated United Nations resolutions

declaring the people of East Timor, 650 kilometres
north Australia, have the right to exist as a sovereign
nation, this essentially means the “country” has

among the highest rates of war deaths for any nation |
in the world — fully one-third of its population within

a generation.
Mourners massacred

Beyond that, the ratio of civilian to military deaths,

according to figures compiled by the Canadian Insti-
tute for International Peace and Security, suggest a
gesli‘tih rate at least double that in Pol Pot’s killing
elds.
_Yet amazingly, through all of this, successive Cana-
dian governments have stood all but silent.

Two weeks ago, after a slaughter by Indonesian sol-

diers of more than 100 unarmed East Timorese
mourners at a funeral in the capital of Dili — record-
ed for the world by Western journalists — External
Affairs Minister Barbara McDougall issued what is
described by the Mulroney government as the
strongest complaint about the situation in East Timor
ever made by an elected Canadian government offi-

cial. .

*““The Dili massacre, which the Indonesian military -
disputes only in terms of the number of people its
troops Killed, was described by McDougall three days
later as “a shocking turn of events” that “will serve
only to worsen what is an already troubling human
rights situation.”

*But East Timor's observer at the United Nations,
whom McDougall’s office says she had no time to see
when he visited Ottawa Nov. 18, told Southam News
this week McDougall’s statement was “too weak, too
weak. Indonesia will not even listen to this.”

- «you do not only condemn in situations like this,”
Jose Guterres said. “You guarantee that these kinds
of actions cannot happen again.”

That view was strongly supported by Arnold
Kohen, a Washington political analyst who has fol-
lowed the Timorese conflict closely since it began
and served as a consultant to such influential human
rights organizations as Amnesty International and
Asia Watch. :

«“It's one of those issues where Canadian policy has
_ac_t:llally been worse than American policy,” Kohen
said.

" The evidence?

Trudeau rejected charges

From the beginning, the record of successive Cana-
dian governments on East Timor — of Pierre
Trudeau, Joe Clark, Trudeau again, John Turner and,
since 1984, Brian Mulroney — have contrasted
sharply with the image Canada has tried to present
on virtually every other international human rights
issue. : :

» On Dec. 7, 1975, Indonesia launched its land, sea
and air invasion of East Timor.

Two days later, Trudeau told the House of Com-
mons he rejected charges that the government of In-
donesian President Gen. Raden Suharto was “corrupt
and barbaric.”

On Dec. 12, Canada abstained in the United Na-
tions General Assembly on a vote calling for Indone-
sia’s immediate withdrawal from East Timor.

OVER. .

Y



» In 1976, Suharto visited Ottawa and won a $200-
million foreign aid package from the Trudeau govern-
ment.

ada again abstained at the UN on a vote calling
fofégst 'I‘imgor‘s right to sovereignty. In 1980, it started
opposing such resolutions.

» In 1977 and 1978, Indonesia launched intensive
air raids on villages and croplands, using napalm and
phosphorus. )

Villagers were forced into concentration camps
where tens of thousands died of starvation and dis-
ease.

One purpose of the camps was to keep the peasants

in lowland areas away from highlands where itwas
feared they might stray from villages and take part in
the insurgency against their Indonesian occupiers.
The result was disastrous for traditional forms of
agriculture.

» In 1978, Indonesia for the first time permitted an
international diplomatic delegation to visit East
Timor.

It included Canadian ambassador Glen Shortliffe.
Despite “Biafra-like conditions” in the concentration
camps, Shortliffe recommendec Canada continue to
oppose UN resolutions endorsing East Timor’s right
to self-determination.

» In 1979-80, Flora MacDonald was external affairs
minister in the short-lived Clark government. She
later complained publicly that she never received a
single briefing on East Timor from departmental offi-
cials, a situation she said was shocking in light of
what she later learned.

» In 1983 and 1984, the incoming commander of In-
donesia’s armed forces. Gen. Benhy Murdani,
launched Operation Clean Sweep.

This was a2 counter-insurgency operation against

B The 200,000 Timorese civilians

and armed opponents of the

Indonesian government killed in

battle, concentration camps or

through famine and disease

during their fight for

independence equal about a

third of the ex-colony’s pre-war

population.

Timorese rebels that he claimed was intended to
crus!: them “without merey.”

The Canadian government, despite an official
pledge in 1981 to withdraw aid programs “from those
countries whose scarce resources are devoted to war
and conquest” not only stepped up its foreign aid for
Indonesia but sponsored a military trade fair in
Jakarta, the Indonesian capital. .

» In 1985, the senior External Affairs official re-
sponsible for political reporting on Southeast Asia
publicly pronounced human rights violations in East
Timor to be no longer an issue

These are “things that happened upwards of five,
six, seven, eight years ago. The situation is now quite
different than it was then.” he said.

» In 1986, the Indonesian military launched Opera-
tion Eradicate, killing thousands of East Timorese.

Its troops slaughtered the entire population of a
village called Fo-Mono. :

» In 1987, Canadian ambassador to Indonesia Jack
Whittleton accompanied the Indonesian govern-
ment’s official candidate on an election tour of East
Timor, attending rallies.

East Germany’s and Nigeria’s ambassadors also
joined the tour that other diplomats shunned as indis-
creet or worse.

In the rigged vote, in which Indonesia’s ruling
Golkar party won more than 90 per cent. there was no
secret ballot.

All candidates were required to uphold Pancasila,
Indonesia’s official state ideology and were banned
from criticizing government policy.

» In October 1989, Pope John Paul visited East
Timor. The Indonesian military required him to hold
his open-air mass at a place culled Taci-Tolu. where it
had e)(ciecuted thousands of Ti:norese since the war
started.

Canadian weapons sold

Canadian military sales that year included body
armor for Indonesia’s security forces and navigation
aids for the country’s air force. - :

The last time a Canadian diplomat visited East
Timor was in December 1990, according to External
Affairs sources.

There are no current plans. they say. for any Cana-
dian officials to enter the occupied territory to report
on human rights atrocities that have occurred in re-
cent weeks.

Ar.2zingly, the main reason being cited by Canadi-
an officials is that they are not sure they could find
out what is really going on if they did show up.

On the other hand, critics of Canada’s policy have
long contended that getting the rea) story on the
Suharto government’s human rights abuses has al-
ways been well behind most other considerations in
dealing with his regime.

Topping all of these is the fact that two-way Cana-
da-Indonesia trade last year was worth $510 million.
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comment

Protests stlffen over East Tlmor massacre

from Ron Schrerer, in wdney

USTRALIA IS grad- Senator Evans said Australia’s
ually taking a stron- memeedtbcdemw
ger stancs on the In- poration (by a legal or official acd)
donesian Army's of East Timor within Indonesia,®

Nov. 12 massaere of will remain unchanged. Indozesia

tralia, and the Australian govern-

massacre tock i 8 ment has signed an agreement to

cemetery where demonstrators ghare revenue with Indonesia
marched o protast the death grom oil found in the Timor

d.mc::' ry t&: off East m'::'t Mu:nl
eroment 5273 it regrets visit Jakarta in Decem

scticns and has announced an in-  discuss the incident with Indone-

East Timor
acidtest -
of Ottawa’s
resolve .

ByPorﬁaPriogeﬂ .

OTTAWA — An obscure island in
» m .

ManyCanadmshnveneverhenrd
of East Timor, a former
colony north of Ausbt;aha that was
forcefully annexed lndmesm
1975, justnmedlysafta'itainedm-

lndones:ahasconﬁnnedtoldlland
torture the Timorese, but remains
oneofCM’smpaidbeneﬁdaﬁes
Human rights groups estimate that
200,000 people — almost a third of
East'l'nmor’spopulatwn — have died
in violence during the last 16 years.
The conflict was ranked among the
three most violent in the world, along

mﬂnwmm&mbodmandugmi
stan, by the Centre for Defence In- -

formation in Washington.
Two weeks ago troops

massacred
dozens of pro-independence demon- -

gxx-ators at a funeral in Dili, the capi-

]Soonafter.ExtemalAffau'stx&'
rterBarbara McDougall announced a
f - review of Cmada'smdmlndonem,
: some$46milhonlastyear Her deci- -
sxomsduethlsweek. :

motmtmgpmsmmmspmdaidas
: opposmon parties call ‘him a hypo-
- crite for promoting human rights on
thémtematlomlstagewhﬂe(hnada
cogtinues to, asssist_repressive re-

gnl.ridonesm,cles;:uiteput:ketmfan:ute :
; extremities, is

But it is an important trading part-
ner- for Canada. Two-way trade last
year totalled more than $500 million.

. East Timor, an impoverished land
' of tugged Hidlls *cloaked in coffee -
bushes and fragrant sandalwood
trees, continues to suffer from years

of neglect under colonial rule.

Although it is believed to have rich

. offshore oil deposits, the average in-
: emnenslessthﬁnhalt'ofmenstofln-
donesia. oo oTM

Virtually no-Canadian aid goes to
East Timor.

Winnipeg Free Press, Monday, November 25. 1991

] .
Pacific Ocecn sanlied,

Eyewitnesses recall
‘unmitigated evil’
of East Timor killings

Canadian Press

OTTAWA — They've told their
story a hundred times and each time
they shake their heads in disbelief.

Allan Nairn and Amy Goodman
were in a memorial procession at a
cemetery in Dili, East Timor, on Nov.
12 when they saw hundreds of Indo-
pesian soldiers fire M-16 automatic
rifles into the crowd.

When it was over, up to 180 East
Timorese and a New Zealand citizen,
ﬁwar-old Kamal Bamadhaj, were

Both Nairn, a foreign affairs writer
for New Yorker magazine, and Good-
man, news editor for public radio sta-
tion WBAI Pacifica in New YorkCity,
were beaten and covered in blood.
Nairn, 36, had a fractured skull from
blowstothe head.

"ltwastmbehevable sm;lnNa:m

‘this is impossible,’ but there it was,
e were ing all around us.
seconds the street was full of

bodies and the soldiers just kept
shooting. )
“They kept it up for five to 10 min-

utes, then hopped over the bodies tc
plcll: off the people who were still up-
right"

The 34-year-old Goodman was hor-
rified to ﬁml herself in the middle of
amassacre.

“This was not a couple of renegade
sollden or hotheads who got carried
away,” she said. “They were ex-
tremely disciplined. They marched
in formation, never skipped a beat
Theyspmdwtacmssthefmm of
the demonstration and started firing
incold blood.

“We witnessed unmitigated evil. ]
kept thinking ‘This is hell en earth
This is a country that has no law's ex-
cept the rule of the military, but if we
get out we will be able to tell the
world wlnt happened and change

“So far we've been wrong." she
said. “So far it's been a pelitical dis-
cussion about how much should we
supportevil.”

East Timor, the eastern portion of
the island of Timor about 650 kilome-
tres north of Australia, was ruled by

the Portugese from 1512 until 1974.
l?rlllnl:ee 7, 1975, nine days after de-
W from Portugal,
it was invaded by Indonesia. Since
then, 200,000 Timorese — one-third
of the 1975 jon — have died

from violence, famine or disease.
&



TERROR IN EAST TIMOR

Indonesian government plotting

oA
cmzeV
Nov, 25

murders of witnesses to massacre, %

say rights workers and bishop

By Dave Todd
Southam News for the Citizen *

The Indonesian government has
begun a systematic campaign to
murder witnesses — including
Western journalists — to a military
massacre in the occupied territory
of East Timor two weeks ago.

Human rights workers involved
with the East Timor issue are steer-
ing clear of Indonesia for the fore-
sceable future, sources said. Mean-
while, Carlos Ximenez Belo, the
Roman Catholic bishop of East
Timor, has appealed to the world —
through a message he smuggled out
of the island last week — to help
prevent mass murder by Indonesian
government forces.
~ Belo's desperate message, details
of which were provided to Southam
News, says:

e Young men and women
throughout East Timor are being
transported to camps.

e On Nov. 15, three days afler a
massacre of up to 180 people wit-
nessed by foreign journalists, scores
of young people were murdered.
The women were raped in front of
the men and then all were killed
and dumped in a common grave.

e Throughout East Timor, the In-
donesian occupying forces are
openly taunting the Timorese, tell-
ing them Americans won’'t save
them, because the United States did
nothing after the 1989 slaughter in
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square.

e Catholic Church leaders in
East Timor are being openly threat-
ened in a manner that has never
happened in the 16 years the In-
donesians have occupied East
Timor.

f.ﬂl

Indonesia is one of Canada’s larg-
est recipients of foreign aid. Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Barbara
McDougall is expected this week to
announce whether the Mulroney
government will impose sanctions
in reaction to the Nov. 12 massacre.

Several of the world’s major
human rights organizations Sunday
gave new details both of the widely
publicized killings in East Timor
earlier this month and even more
horrific executions since.

However, in New York, Asia
Watch director Sidney Jones said
Sunday the situation in East Timor
was too dangerous for human rights
workers overseas even to dare to
telephone their contacts there.

According to Southam's sources,
accusations that Indonesian troops
this month killed up to 180 unarmed
civilians at a graveside ceremony,
and injured hundreds more, are ac-
curate. However, the Indonesian
military has refused to permit the
International Red Cross any access
to the survivors.

The war in East Timor began in
1975 when Indonesia invaded after
the Portuguese government's post-
colonial withdrawal from its former
fiefdom. It is widely estimated to
have claimed about 200,000 lives —
about a third of the temtory's pre-
war population.

The massacre this month, the lat-
est after 16 years of warfare, has
been followed by widespread re-
ports of worse violence since.

Bishop Belo’s urgent appeal fol-
lows the decision by Indonesian
military authorities last week to cut
his telephone line to the outside
world.

army

“said gmly

"J AKARTA —The lndoneuan

atknowledged yesterday .
- that at least 50 people
F duringa demonstration fof m
pendence in East Titnor. 1t3fed

were 3

Envoy checking report of new Timor killings

Aou |9 /‘t(

g lobe 2 Nai {

inis

mates of the number killed variecd External Affairs M

from 50 to more than 100.

Associated Press

JAKARTA — Australia sent a dip-

ter Barbara
McDougall was in Seoul for an Asia

Pacific

Co-operation
ts foreign aid to

iew i

Economic

3

¢ sai
Yesterday, Mrs. McDougall sai

mceting, she met with Indonesian
Canada will rev

foreign minister Ali Alatas to convey
Canada’s “shock” at recent events
East Timor and we condemn both
the violation of human rights in this
particular instance but also the

Indonesia. “It is a tragic situation in
ongoing situation for the people

and to demand a full report, Mr. La-

libert

In Australia, Alfreda Ferrcira, a
A statement from a Portuguese

Timorese rebel spokesman, said his
prisoners were executed by hooded

soldiers on Friday. The statement,
which cited unidentified resistance

were killed and buried in mass

capital of Dili and also were hunting  graves.

for survivors of the earlier clash.

Sydney, said at least 70 civilians

day. Antonio Sampaio, editor of the
East Timorese news agency in

sources reported that up to 100 peo-
ple were killed west of Dili on Fri-

The oil-rich territory was invaded monitoring group said 80 Timorese

lomat to East Timor yesterday to
investigate last week’s killing of doz-
and check rumours of more slayings

Timorese activists in Australia
people on Friday in the East Timor
by Indonesian troops in 1975 and

ens of pro-independence protesters
by Indonesian troops.

" charged that soldiers killed up to 100

annexed a year later. The United
Nations and many countries have
refused to recognize Indonesian con-

who live there,” she told the House

of Commons.

1soners

.

Dili, said the pr

were bound hand and foot and lined

.

sources in

She did not say when a decision
would be made about Indonesia,

trol of the area, 2,100 kilometres east

of Jakarta.

up in front of a mass grave before

being shot.
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Department

Affairs
spokesman, said Canada has taken

In Ottawa, Denis Laliberté, an
several steps to deal with the situa-
tion in East Timor. Last weck, while

Last Tuesday, troops fired on

demonstrators attending a funeral
march for two youths killed by po-  External

lice. The government, which says the
soldiers fired in self- defence, has put
the death toll at 19. Witnesses® esti-

The Globe and Mail, Friday, December 27, 1991

Soldiers blamed

JAKARTA — An Indonesian gov-
ernment commission investigating
an alleged massacre in East Timor
said yesterday soldiers had gone
out of control and killed about 50
people. The report called for legal
action agamst those responsible
for the army’s Nov. 12 clash with
mourners. The rare public criticism
of the politically powerful army,
which insists it was forced to open
fire on the mourners, is likely to
soothe the worries of the United
States and other major aid donors
that Indonesia would gloss over

the killings. Reuter
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The Canadian Press

Canada will revicw its foreign aid
vto Indonesia following last week's
1 killing of pro-independence demon-
4 strators in Fast Timor, External Al-
sfairs Minister Barbara McDougall
tsaid Monday.
s “It is a tragic situation in East
s+ Timor and we condemn hoth the vi-
¢ olation of human rights in this par-
«ticular instancc but also thc ongo-
. ing situation for the people who live
‘there,” McDougall told the Com-

[}
]
]
!
2
2
>

.because of
:McDougall says :

— Chrls Mikula, Citizen -

{ Gandlelight vigil: East Timor deaths remembered

will review aid

killings, .

ment was greeted as-“a step in the
right dircction” by Doug McGregor,
a spokcsman for the.East Timor
Alert Neiwork -
. About 50 members of the organi.
zation staged a brief demonstration
outside the Indonesian Embassy on

" Maclaren Avenue, protesting last

-wecek's shootings,

. McGregor said that until
McDougall's statement the Canadi-
an government has largely turned a
blind cye to human-rights violations
in Indonesia,

Condemn
massacre,.,
Canada told

‘Clear stand’ urged
by resistance group

BY LINDA HOSSIE

The Globe and Mail
TORONTO — A founder of the
East Timorese resistance calied on
Canada yesterday to condemn an
Indonesian army attack Tuesday-in
which dozens of unarmed East Ti-
morese were killed. ’

“I'm surprised that the Canadian
government did not take a ciear
stand against a massacre that was
denounced worldwide by many

countries,” said Jose Luis Gutterres,
a founder of Fretilin, the clandestine
military group that opposes Indome-
sia’s takeover of East Timor.
“Why doesn't Canada join the gjy-
ilized world in denouncing brutality
in East ‘Timor?* Mr. Gutterres
asked.
incident in question occurred
_in Timor's capital, Dili, when
.troops openod fire on a group. of
mourners at the graveside of a young
nationalist who was killed by Indo-
nesian security forces on Oct: 28.af-
ter disturbances in the city.

Several Western witnesses of the
assault have released statetents
through the media indicating thut
the soldiers opened fire wi
provocation. U.S. journalist Al
Nairn told Reuter that “it was a case
of a planned and systematic opera-
tion; this was a very disciplined op-
eration.” 2

The shooting has prompted qut-
rage around the world. Both the Bu-
ropean Community and the United
States have condemned the

Canada’s government hasy
leased no formal statement on
shooting. Calls to External
were not returned.

» Saturday, November 16, 1991

The Globe and Mail

Wian irey Free Press Wov29f

J e : Oppo anwhile, : :  WmoegFss s
«. She did not say when a declslon -urge’:ip l,ﬂ‘&%eg{’zo‘%ﬁn‘mcm to Probe in East Timor Fridey, Novemoas 29, 1991
»would be taken about Indoncsia, take g stronger stand and end aid to DILI, Indonesia — Indonesian gov- Accountsatodds

.one of Canada’s major aid recipi-
s ents. )

- Indoncsia,

Svend Robinson, the NDP exter- -

v, Last Tuesday, Indonesian hwps*-nal affairs critie, called on the gov-

fired on demonstrators atlending &
funeral for two youths killed by po-
lice in East Timor, an oil-rich terri-
tory invaded by Indonesia in 1975
and annexed a year later. Witnesses
estimate more than 50 people were
killed. v

The United Nations and many
countries have refused to recognize
Indonesian control of the arca, 2,
kilometres east of Jakarta.

MeDougall's review announce-

tes ARE Hotor wmmau. . .s .

ernment “to practise what it
preaches” by suspending aid.

He was referring to Prime Minds-
ter Brian Mulroney’s campaign to
link foreign aid 1o human rights in
developing countries. )

McDougall said Canada gave In- |

donesia $46 million last year for
.. Brassrools projects o promote de-
velopment, . . '

"Fles from Robert Sibley, Citizen ‘staﬂ)

emment investigators arrived in
.East Timor on yesterday to investi-
‘gate the killing of protesters by Indo-
. pesian troops.

. Human-rights groups and western
! said troops fired on stu-
| dents Nov. 12, killing at least S0. The
1 government said troops fired in self-
-defence and the toll was 19 dead and
191 injured.

The investigators include more
than 20 officials from the Indonesian
Supreme Court, the armed forces
and the departments of justice, inte-
rior and forejzn affairs. :

JAKARTA — Indonesian troo;s
killed more than 100 pro-indepen-
dence demonstrators. in East Time:
on Nov. 12, a fact-finding team frorr:
the Catholic Church said yesterday

The account by officials of tht
Bishops' Conference of Indones::
which cited witness reports, con
trasted sharply with testimony by
armed forces Cmdr.-Gen. Try Sutri--
no. He told a parliamentary hearinig
on Wednesday that 19 people died i
the shootings and that 91 werc -
jured
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Death in paréi—clise
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i EGETATION INCLUDES forests of eucalyptus, bamboo,
R moss-hung casuarina, coconut palm groves and sandalwood;
AR tall-grass and low-tree savannas! and at higher levels, grazing

“1ands. Marsupials, crocodiles, cockatoos, pigeons, doves, deer, mon-
keys and snakes are typical wild animals.” :

If that, from the Encyclopedia Britannica, sounds like your idea of a

‘tropical paradise, it's because you weren't staring down the barrel
of an M-16 at the massacre in East Timor this month. Like many
parts of what we recognize to be Indonesia, East Timor has every-
thing except good government. But saying so can cost you your life.

Timor hangs like the last pearl on the string of islands stretching
east of Java toward Australia. The eastern half of the island strained
under the colonial clutches of Portugal until 1975, when it achieved
independence only to be invaded and annexed by Indonesia.

The bloodshed and oppression that has prevailed since would be
an international scandal were it not occurring in a distant outpost of
a resource-rich country. Aside from a censure in the United Nations,
Indonesia’s act of war has been blessed by global indifference. *

- 1n Canada, the external affairs department likens the sifuation to
former Soviet occupation of the Baltics, as if that excuses our trade
with and aid to the aggressor.-A UN-sponsored dialogue between
Portugal and Indonesia was supposed to clear things up. That dia-

logue began in 1981 — and the massacre was the last word.

It is time to act. Can we
Mulroney tie further aid to human rights?

=d ov

suggest, again, that Prime Minister

ﬂoyNZM&L/ g"Ze—f/‘?

Horrors continue in East Timor

5 Mentrek far ol

b ast Timor has seen more than its share of
e horror. Some 100.000 to 200.000 Ti-
morese died as Indonesia brutally conso-
: Yidated its rule after illegally annexing the long-
. time Portuguese colony in 1976.
.- . Things have greatly improved in recent vears.
“+There has been less repression. and much more
“-economic development. But Tuesday’s shocking
" massacre — soldiers armed with automatic weap-
ons mowed down dozens of members of a crowd
commemorating an earlier killing — is a re-
minder that horrors and injustices continue.

The incident occurred as a marching crowd of
‘about 5,000 arrived at a cemetery containing the
.grave of a man killed in unclear circumstances
" Oct. 28 after having taken refuge in a church.

" * In the past couple of years. popular resistance to
Indonesian rule has been-gathering steam. The
.-presence of foreigners. including journalists. since
Indonesia “opened up” East Timor in 1989 seems
-ta have encouraged the Timorese to demonstrate.

" in hopes of winning international support.
-+ Fhe visit of Pope John Paul in 1989 was a rally-
- ‘ing point. Feelings in East Timor also have been
‘inflamed by an influx of non-Timorese migrants.
And the world’s reaction to Irag’s illegal annexa-
tion of Kuwait gave supporters of East Timor a
chance to raise it as a case deserving similar atten-
" tion. After the 1976 annexation. the United Na-
" fions passed about a dozen resolutions calling for
. -gelf-determination for the East Timorese. But it

Nov. I8, 199

seemed to give up several years ago.

Indonesian rule is not as repressive as it was
up until the mid-1980s; executions and long de-
tentions without trial are rarer, though torture, in-
timidation and surveillance continue. Inan effort
to win popular allegiance, Indonesia set about de-
veloping the Timorese economy.

The resurgence of Timorese nationalist activity
is still a long way from posing a threat to Indone-
sian control. But the situation bears watching; if it
does become a threat, there would be reason to
fear a new wave of abuses by Indonesia.

After various countries publicly condemned
Tuesday’s massacre or expressed their concern,
Indonesia said it would investigate, and the local
army chief admitted that his men were at fault for
opeﬁing fire. Those statements are a gqod start,
but much room for improvement remains.

Regrettably, Canada did not issue any public
statement on the massacre. But when comactg:d‘
an External Affairs spokesman said the Canadian
government was shocked and has asked tl'le am-
bassador to Indonesia to register Canada’s con-
cern to authorities there. Wi,

Canada, which has significant commercial ties
with Indonesia, has tended to tread softly around
the East Timor issue. More vigor would be wel-
come. especially given Prime Minister Mulron-
ey's declared interest in promoting human

rights.

Human rights
in East Timor

In the wake of the massacre of up
to 100 people in East Timor on No-
vember 12, there are serious doubts
that an investigation by any of the
Indonesian authorities will produce
a positive result (November 24).
These doubts are compounded by
unconfirmed reports of a further
massacre on November 15, in which
it is alleged that 70 to 80 people
were shot by Indonesian forces.
These later victims are said to in-
clude witnesses to the first massa-
cre as well as suspected and known
political opponents.

These latest allegations make an
independent and impartial inves-
tigation of the events in Dili in East
Timor all the more pressing.

Given that the political future of
East Timor is being discussed un-
der the auspices of UN secretary-
general Perez de Cuellar, Amnesty
International believes the interna-
tional community has a particular
responsibility to ensure that human
rights are respected throughout the
disputed territory.

Weé urge the British Government
at the current session of the UN
General Assembly to press for an
immediate investigation by the UN
special rapporteur on summary and
arbitrary killings and for those re-
sponsible for these killings to be
brought to justice.

David Bull, Director,
Amnesty International
British Section,
London ECI
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Step up pressure on Indonesia

or a brief moment it seemed international

<4 . publicity could lead to better news from

_ " tormented East Timor. The Indonesian

gayernment promised an investigation into a re-

cent massacre of demonstrators by its soldiers,

which was witnessed by foreign journalists. The

army commander admitted responsibility and

said independent observers would be allowed to
visit wounded survivors. It was a start.

But now it’s beginning to seem there may soon
be fio witnesses left alive to tell the tale. Accord-
ing t6 Roman Catholic Church sources, Bishop
Carlos Ximenez Belo of East Timor has smuggled
out a message appealing to the world to stop mass
muirtiers by Indonesian government soldiers.

. He later made a public statement, possibly
under pressure or threat, saying: “We do not want
‘the church used for a political purpose.” ]
_ Hissmuggled appeal contains a horrifying recit-
‘al.of recent killings and brutal behavior, accord-
ing 1o the church sources. In a chilling reminder of
‘unpunished massacre elsewhere, Indonesian oc-
cupying forces are said to be telling defiant Ti-
‘morese that no one will save them. Why? Because
the United States did nothing after the 1989 mas-
sace of pro-democracy demonstrators by Chinese
troops in Beijing's Tiananmen Square.
International human-rights organizations say
it's:now so dangerous in East Timor they har_dly
dare even telephone contacts there for fear of im-

Sanction Indonesia

perilling their lives.

In response, External Affairs Minister Barbara
McDougall called yesterday for an immediate re-
port by Canada’s ambassador to Indonesia. Last
week, in response to the earlier massacre, the de-
partment began a review of foreign aid to Indone-
sia, a large recipient. Such a review is long over-
due. It should also extend to Canada’s commer-
cial and trade relations with Indonesia. And it
should be done quickly.

.Canadian companies have large investments
there. Others do good business there — including
selling military equipment to the Indonesian
forces, some of which has probably been used, in
the 16 years since the Indonesian invasion, to help
kill as many as 200,000 Timorese out of a popula-
tion of some 700,000.

Maintaining good commercial and trade rela-
tions with other countries is important to the Ca-
nadian economy and the material well-being of
Canadians. They should not be broken casually.
But there is a limit. In other cases such as South
Africa, China or Yugoslavia, Ottawa has ruled
that limit was passed. Prime Minister Mulroney
recently explicitly linked decisions on foreign aid
to human-rights violations.

Ifeven only part of what the Indonesian govern-
ment is now alleged to be doing to the Timoresc
turns out to be true, therc is good reason to
take a similar tough linc with it.
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East Timor genocide:
why are we helping?

While the world tut-tuts the killing of up to 115 people
in East Timor by Indonesian troops, what is really
needed to stop the slaughter on that faraway island is
sanctions and an immediate halt to foreign aid.

As a significant provider of funds to this southeast
Asian nation ($450 million in the current five-year
program), Canada is in a good position to pressure the
Indonesians into respecting the human rights of the East
Timorese. But the genocide under way in East Timor
doesn’t seem to bother Ottawa or many others.

Amnesty International reports that since the Indone-
sians invaded the former Portuguese colony in 1976,
more than a third of the country’s 700,000 people have
been killed. The rest have been subjected to torture,
rape, forced labor and forced sterilization.

Some observers are convinced that had the United
States not provided the Indonesian army with attack
helicopters, the East Timorese could have successfully
repelled the Indonesian invaders. Despite the brutal
repression of the past six years, hundreds of East
Timorese showed up in the capital, Dili, recently to
protest the death of a demonstrator in a riot two weeks
earlier. Indonesian troops opened fire.

At the Commonwealth Conference last month, Prime
Minister Mulroney was unequivocal in his declaration
that Canada would be linking foreign aid to human
rights. If ever a country deserved to be cut off, it's
Indonesia, but Mulroney is doubtless under pressure to
maintain aid: more than 300 Canadian companies are
doing business there, and Canada is reputedly Indone-
sia’s third largest investor.

If he ever gets around to explaining why his govern-
ment isn’t ending aid to Indonesia, the prime minister
should also spell out why Canada has consistently voted
against the United Nations motion calling on Indonesia to
withdraw from East Timor. And why Canada voted in
1985 to have East Timor dropped from the UN Human
Rights Commission’s list of nations with widespread
human rights abuses.

An External Affairs spokesman said recently a
“friendly and conciliatory” approach was needed to
convince Indonesia to respond to the desires of the East
Timorese. It's now obvious that velvet-glove approach
has failed; Mulroney should match his tough words in
Zimbabwe with a tough approach to Indonesia.

[ sl S M

= = svsui v, il WOAL Was its
mlan connection?
24. Who wrote the book upon which
one of the year’s most successtul and

T he United Nations Security Council should call
an emergency meeting to discuss the Indonesian
military action in East Timor.

Reports that Indonesia has virtually sealed off the
island and is systematically murdering East Timorese
should bring a prompt response from the world body.

Since it illegally occupied East Timor in 1976 In-
donesia has reportedly slaughtered 200,000 people.
Recently, Indonesian soldiers fired on a crowd at a fu-
neral killing as many as 60 people.

World protests over that incident have only pro-
duced a more brutal response from the Indonesian
army. It is reportedly murdering any and all witness-
es to the graveyard slaughter and is refusing to allow
world access to East Timor.

Such a situation cannot continue if the UN is seri-
ous about standing up for its principles. .

Nor can Canada continue to tiptoe around the is-
sue. If Indonesia persists in its brutal treatment of
the East Timorese then Canada must be prepared to
apply total economic sanctions to Indonesia (all the
better if they are applied in conjunction with the UN).
Canada talks a good game when it comes o espousing
human rights. In the case of Indonesia it's time  put
its money where its mouth is. There is no time to lose.
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*perhaps its most controversial film,
Silénee of the Lambs, was based?
28. Who succeeded Javier Perez de
Cuellar as secretary-general of the
United Nations? = . o o

" 26, Actress Elizabeth Taylor has had
" ‘elght wéddings. But how many

- husbands has she had? .

¥$% How many Federal Treasurers did

Aug have in 1891?

' 38, Who will be ABG-TV’s chief
"Melbournie newsreader in 1992?
*29. What is the name of the company

‘selected by the Federal Government

‘-to compete with Telecom in the
!'domestic telephone market?
 Who said: “People who refuse to — Hca / Qf"l
‘toe the iine have to be shot™? = =, )4
Trdwasan Ared

81, Who won the 1991 ‘Nobel Peace
‘Prize? A

? T
32, Who played the beefy Sister Agnes Zonc es, ge«eru/ 7;‘j
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Canada cuts off $30 millionin

Sanctions against massacre
leave some programs untouched

By Dave Todd
Southam News for the Citizen

Canada suspended $30 million in foreign
aid 1o Indonesia on Monday to protest the
massacre of unarmed civilians in East
Timor last month.

But projects already under way — plus
other new projects — will still go ahead.

“Canadians were outraged at the recent
killings in East Timor,” said External Af-
fairs Minister Barbara McDougall. “This
declswnAreﬂects our concern about the
human rights situation in Indonesia.”

On Nov. 12, more than 100 unarmed pro-
independence demonstrators were slaugh
tered by Indonesian troops at a cemetery in
Dili. East Timor's capital.

McDougall also announced that $150,000
will be given to the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross for humanitarian as-
sistance in East Timor.

The suspension of the $30 million in pro-

|
l

|
NEWS RELEASE gN‘a M,(
TIienvatiosd

No. 280

CANADA SUSP

posed development
projects — ;

i3 —
comes nearly four
weeks after the mass
killings in the former
Portuguese colony,
and two weeks after
McDougall pledged a review of Canada’s
aid programs to Indonesia.

The Netherlands, Indonesia’s former co-b

lonial ruler, postponed new development
aid the week after the East Timor massa-

cre, while the European Parliament urged ’

the European Tommunity and United Na-
ons Nov. 21 to ban arms sales.
7 Monday’s announcement did not includ
a ban on Canadian military exports.
NDP"foreign affairs critic Svend Robin-

son has been pushing for the ban in light '

of previous deals involving Canadian mili-
tary equipment believed to have been used
against the East Timorese resistance.

)V"—S
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December 9, 1991

Vv

PROJECTS TO INDONESIA

The Secretary of Stateg for External Affairs, the Honourable
Barbara McDougall, and the Minister for External Relations
and International Development, the Honourable Monigque
Landry, today amneuncegd that Canada has suspended the
approval of development projects that provide direct

asgistance to the Governmant of

Indonesia. Proposed

projects worth $30 million will be affected.

ncanadians were outraged at the recent killings in East

Timor. T
rights situatlen in Indonesia,"

This decision |[reflects our concern about the human

stated Mrs. McDougall.

The Minlsters said that Cenada i8 giving an immediate grant
of $150,000 to the Ingcrnational cenmittee of the Red Cross

for humanitarian assi

tance in East Timor.

They said that

canada will also suppdrt international efforts, aspecially
in the United Nations, to ensure that the findings of the

e

inte events in Bast Timor

will be objeotive and [independent.

acanada‘’s alid to Tndoriesia cencentrates on human resource

development and envirgnmental co-operation.

The projects

that are already undey way will be allowed to continue,"

said Mrs, Landry

R -

Indoneaa receives about $46 million a
year in direct government-to-government
assistance, making it Canada’s second-larg-
est “bilateral” aid recipient. It is also one
of Canada’s biggest trading partners in
Southeast Asia, with two-way trlde totalling
about $500 million last year.

“Canada’s aid to- lndoneda eonoenu-ata
on human resource development and envi-
ronmental co-operation. The projects that
are already under way will be allowed to
continue,” said Intemational Development
Minister Monique Landry.

East Timor was invaded by Indonesia on
Dec. 7, 1975, nine days after it declared it-
self independent of Portugal Since then, an
estimated 200,000 people — or nearly a
third of its pre-war population — have died
through violence, famine and disease.

Before making her announcement,
McDougall met Monday with Jose Ramos
Horta, the Australia-based chief overseas
representative of the East Timorese resis-
tance movement.

Ramos Horta, also a former official ob-
server for East Timor at the United Na-
tions, urged McDougall to stand up for
human rights on his island.

aid to Iiidonesia

Smuggied reports from East Timor ind
cate that gsince the Nov. 12 massacre, up t
500 more people have been rounded u;
and killed by the Indonesian armed forcc-
Elaine Briere, director of the Vancouvc:
based East Timor Action Network, tol
Southam News.

According Monday’s statement from Ex
ternal Affairs, the results of an official in
quiry into the Nov. 12 massacre and “th:
actions of the Indonesian government” wil
be taken into account during the next ar
nual country-by-country review of Canada -
total foreign aid budget.

The Indonesian inquiry has bee:

"slammed by several governments an¢

human rights organizations as a sham The
Indonesian military’s high command ha-
said it will not allow court martials.

The seven-man investigating team in
cludes two retired generals, the chief Ir.
donesian Foreign Ministry official responsi
ble for countering international complaint:
about human rights abuses in East Timor
and the inspectorgeneral of the Indonesiar
armed forces. The other members are a to;
Justice Ministry official and two Eas
Timorese civilians.

Winnipeg Free Press, Tussday, December 10, 1991

-—

Canada suspends
aid to Indones1a

Camdian&pss

OTTAWA "cnnad.a_will suspend

future aid to Indoriesta worth $30 mil-
lion to protest the massacre last
month of dozens of pro-indepen-
dence demonstrators in East Timor.

But projects already under way
will still go ahead.

“Canadians were outraged at the
recent killings in East Timor,” Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Barbara McDou-
gall said yesterday.

“This decision reflects our concern
about the human nghts situation in
Indonesia.”

Human rights groups around the
world pushed for tough sanctions af-
ter the Nov. 12 massacre.

A 16-year holocaust on the moun-
tainous island has claimed the lives
of an estimated 200,000 people —
about a third of its population.
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Canada couldn’t last
if it restricted trade
to nice guys, says PM

The Canadian Press

OTTAWA — Canada could not exist
ua aa international economic basis if
il stopped trading with countries that
have poor human rights records,
Prime Minister Mulroney said Mon-

day.

~Canada would cease to exist on a
commercial basis,” Mulroney told
the Cummons as he ferdcd off com-
plaints Munday from opposition MPs
about the government's record on

buman rights.

The prime minister said Canada
could not scll wheat o the Soviet
Union or China if it slopped dping
busintss with countries that have vio-

lated human rights. -~

Opposjlian parties accused Muiron-
ey of being hypocritical when he said
the Commonwealth should tie foreign

aid 1o human rights.

1&3’ said Canada should practice
what it preaches and noted that Can-
ada has given Iran a §1 billiun line of
credit and trades with other repress-
ive rcgimes. .

NDP Leader Audrey McL2ughlin
called on the prime minister o pull
oul of trade talks with Mexico, re-
cently criticized for human rights
abuses by Amnesty International.

*“The policy of linking economic
assistance to human rights is a goed
one, but 1 think the prime minister
could gu further and decide to imple-
ment it,"” she said.

Mulroney defended the govern-
ment’s policy, saying there is 3 big
difference between linking human
rights 1o foreign aid on the one hand
and tying it to business deals on the
other.

*Canada has commerical relaticns

Ottawa-su'spends Indonesian aid

OTTAWA — Canada suspended
$30 million in foreign aid to Indone-
sia on Monday to protest against the
massacre of wnarmed civilians in
East Timor last month.

“Canadians were cutraged at the
recent killings,” said External
Affairs Minister Barbara McDou-
gall. On Nov. 12, more than 100
unarmed pro-independence demon-
siralors were slaughtered by Indo-
nesian troops at a cemetery in Dili,
East Timor's capital.

‘DicDougall also said $150.000 will
he given to the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross for humani-
tarian assistance in East Timor.

However. the suspension of the
530 million in proposed develop-
ment projects comes nearly four

weeks after the mass killings in the
former Portuguese colony.

The Netherlands, Indonesia’s for-
mer colonial ruler, postponed new
development aid the week after the
East Timor massacre, while the
European Parliament urged the
European Community and United
Nations Nov. 21 to ban arms sales.

McDougall's announcement did
not include a ban on military
exports. Indonesia receives about
$46 million a year in assistance,
making it Canada’s second-largest
“bilateral” aid recipient. It is also
one of Canada's biggest trading
partners in Southeast Asia._

The Indonesian inquiry into the
slayings has been slammed by
several governments and interna-
tional rights groups as a sham.

B MULRONEY: cites wheat sales

... with many foreign countries even
though we, from time to time, have
serious disagreements with them
about policies that they have at
bome,” he said.

Mulroney also praised the Mexican
government for making “‘remarkable
strides” in improving human rights.

Liberal Leader Jean Chreticn
called attention 1o an Iranian woman
who faces deportation after a Torunto
refugee tribunal refused her asylum
even though she was viciously
whippped for failing to wear a veil at
a party.

*Al the very moment he was mak-
ing these speeches about human
rights, his ernment was velling
acnding back to Iran a woman who
had been beaten 35 times with a steel
caile," said Chretien.

“Where is the government's so-
called commitment 1o human rights?”

Tocaday, December 10, 101
The Province
Canada
lifts aid to

Indonesia

Canadian Press

¢ OTTAWA — Canada will suspend
$30 million in aid to Indonesia to
protest last month's massacre of
dozens of pro-independence pro-
testers in East Timor.

“This decision reflects our con-
cern about the human-rights situa-
tion,” External Affairs Minister Bar-
bara McDougall said yesterday.

But projects under way — and
several planned — will proceed.

after the Nov. 12 massacre in East
Timor, a former Portuguese colony
north of Australia.

East Timor was annexed by
Indonesia in 1975, nine days after it
won independence. A 16-year holo-
caust on the mountainous island
has claimed an estimated 200,000,
a third of its people.

Indonesia got about $46 million
in Canadian aid last year. Two-way
trade was $500 million last year.

Virtually no Canadian aid has
gone to East Timor. but yesterday
Ottawa announced a $150,000 grant
to the International Committee of

+&[ iberal MP not convinced

the Red Cross for humanitarian
assistance there

-4aid to Indonesia suspended

Ganadian Press

% OTTAWA — A Liberal MP says

External affairs department spu-
kesmen have referred inquiries iv
the Canadian International Devel-

Vascoavert S am
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NEW YORK TIMES EDITORIALS/LETTERS

FRIDAY, JULY 19, 199

.In Indonesia, New Human Rights Abuses

To the Editor:

“Sirong Quake Kills 21 on Indo-
mesia [slands” merits a prominent
place tn your July é pages. But you
have given ne coverage over the last
two years t0 the more than 1000
Indonesians killed in the course of a
counterinsurgency campaign waged
since mid-1989 by the Indonesian
army in Aceh, 8 region of almaost four
million people on the northern tip of
the island of Sumatra.

That campeign, against a small
number of Libyan-tramed guerrillas
fighting for independence (rom Indo-
nesis as part ef the Free Aceh move-
ment, has been marked by summary
executions, the dumping of bodies

When | was there last meonth to
investigate human rights abuses,
banners were strung up along roads
throughout the region urging the pub-
lic to “exterminaie” members of the
movement, and the local press re-
ported lynchings by villagers of sus-

pecied guerrillas as securily forces
stood by.

Trials were under way in six @is-
trict courts of suspected members of
Free Aceh. Some of those ontrial had
been involved in violent crimes; oth-
ers had only been present at meetings
where the goals of Free Aceh were
discussed. But all had been held in-
communicado in military detention
more than six months, and most had
been severely tortured.

Troops were (ransferred last year
from East Timot 10 Aceh 1o quell the
rebellion. Tensions have increased
between Indonesis and Malaysia,
where the operational command of
the movement is based and where
villagers fearing military reprisais
have fled.

One would think that the gituation
in Aceh, resuiting tn the worst human
rights violations by the lndonesian
army 0 almost 8 decade, would be
newsworthy. SIDNEY JONES

Executive Direcior, Ags Waich
New Yori, July 8, 1991

— sheis not convinced the government opment Agency. Spokesmen there
s actually suspending aid to Indone- have referred callers back to the
§ sia as it announced Monday. external affairs department.
“T'm not coavinced that they have  Stewart said she believes a turf
. = cut, given what our expenditures war may be under way between
£ have been in past years, and what McDougall, and Monique Landry,
they say they have done this year,” the external relations minister
wd.Chrgmne Stewart, the party’s responsible for CIDA.
foreign aid critic. East Timor, a former Portuguese
External Affairs Minister Barbara colony north of Australia, was
McDougall said Canada will suspend annexed by Indonesia in 1975.
$30 million in aid to protest against  Human rights groups around the
the massacre last month of dozens of world have pushed for tough sanc-
unarmed protesters in East Timor.  tions against Ind ia following a
§ Government officials said three massacre of pro-indpendence

projects are suspended but are demonstrators Nov. 12 by govern-
unable to say which ones they are.  ment troops.

‘The Globe and Mail,

ISecembex:: 10, 1991

Aid %o Indonesia on hold

© T TAWA — Canada will suspend
¢uture aid to Indonesia worth $30-
million to protest against the mas-
shéré [act dBnth of dozens of pro-
independence demonstrators in
East Timor, External AfTairs Min-
ister Barbara McDougall said yes-
terday in a written statement. But
projects already under way — plus
other new projects — will still go
ahead. CP




Calgary Herald

Wednesday, December 11, 1991

Too little for Timor

fter more than a month of dithering External Af-
A fairs Minister Barbara McDougall has finally
come up with a milktoast response to Indonesia’s
slaughter of more than 100 peaceful demorstrators in
East Timor. .

Canada, she announced, will chop $30 million from
its $46-million annual aid packet to Indonesia. The
two-country’s multi-billion dollar trade and invest-
ment relationship will not be affected and Canada
will continue to supply the South Pacific regional
power with military hardware. )

While McDougall’s tardy wrist-slap is better than
pothing — which has been Canada’s traditional re-
sponse to Indonesia’s periodic purges of East Timor’s
independence movement — it’s not worth praise.

In fact, it could be argued that Canada is making
the situation worse by cutting off aid money intended
to relieve the suffering of Indonesia’s oppressed popu-
lation while continuing to supply the weaponry that
makes that oppression possible.

The difference is, of course, that Indonesia buys the
military hardware, as Canada’s favorable trade bal-
ance with the harsh dictatorship attests, while the
aid is a direct charge to the federal government’s be-
leaguered treasury. .

Arguably then, the only direct beneficiary of Mc-
Dougall’s cut-back in aid to Indonesia is the Progres-
sive Conservative government of Prime Minister Bri-
an Mulroney that she represents.

Canada has still done nothing to help resolve the
basic issue — Indonesia’s illegal occupation of East
Timor and the brutal subjugation of its citizens fight-
ing for the independence that repeated United Na-
tions resolutions have declared to be their right.

Although the UN has pressed to have East Timor
put under Portuguese direction while it establishes
an independent government, Canada has tacitly rec-
ognized the occupation and never protested the In-
donesian army’s ruthless purges of suspected “Marx-
ist” insurgents.

If McDougall seriously wants to help resolve the
tragic situation in East Timor, rather than simply
mollify critics of her policy, she could start with a
sternly worded note to Indonesia demanding that it
comply with UN directives and end its illegal occupa-
tion.

A10 The Ottawa Citizen, Friday, November 22. 1991
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rime Minister Brian Mul-
roney has perfected The
Speech on linking foreign aid
to human rights, and taken it
on what seems to be his personal
‘after-dinner circuit — the Multilat-
eral Belt.
- It was a crowd-pleaser in October
at the Commonwealth meeting in
Harare, and this week. at the Fran-
cophone summit in Paris, it was a
crowd-pleaser again — although not,
perhaps, with the Third World des-
pots at whom it is directed. They
don't object too strenuously, how-
ever, because they know it's just
words. Almost as soon as the prime
minister finishes speaking, a “senior
Canadian ofTicial™ always rushes out
to explain that Canada has no plans
to radically alter its foreign aid pol-
icy.

The Speech would merely be pos-
turing, no worse than most political
speeches. except that it mires an im-
mensely important debate on link-
age at the level of crude generali-
ties.

Assuredly. most Canadians want
their aid moncey to actually improve
the lives of people in the Third
World, and to go into the hands of
tradespecople and farmers rather

i than generals and despots. That's
[ what linking aid to human rights is

EDITORIALS
MULRONEY'S SPEECH
And yet words are no deeds

all about. The problem is how to do
it. When the experts talk about link-
age. they see all sorts of quandaries
that are very hard to resolve.

) Take China, for example. Beijing
is a gross violator of rights — but
also an indiscriminate exporter of
weapons, and perhaps of nuclear
technology, too. Should western na-
tions hold back aid because of
abuscs in Tibet or Tienanmen
Square — or vould evervone be bet-
ter ofT if they tied aid to restraint on
arms sales abroad”

Or take Indonesia. Diplomats
would love to punish the govern-
ment for its murderous policy in
East Timor, but development ex-
perts can’t agree on whether an aid
cut-off would do that. Some think
Canadian aid goes directly to the
poor. and ought to be maintained:
others think it really goes to the gov-
crnment. and ought to be cut off,
Whose pockets arce being lined is
not always clear.

Any leader who seriously wants to
design a poliey linking human rights
and aid will have to address the nu-

ances of doing it right. And as long |
as we're hearing just the crowd-

pleasing rhetoric of The Speech, you
can be sure such a policy is a long
way away.

Bl14+« TheProvince Wednesday, December 4, 1991
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A strange set of priorities

The new?' gat t_Fere had been more kill- ]
ing in far-off East Timor did not make it bi
in Canadian media. k Ashley
It should have. Ford

The small territory in the Indonesian e
archipelago is largely unknown to Pacific
Canadians, and until this latest incident it Rim
appeared that was the way Canada's —_——
politicians wanted it.

East Timor and its 15,000 square kilo- endorsed East Timor's right to seli-deter-
metres are now ruled by Indonesia, which mination, to no avail. It is one of the most
forcibly took over the territory in 1975 troublesome, yet anonymous, problems in
when the Portuguese colonial rulers left. the world today.

A year later it was declared to be part of  Ironically Canada, which prides itself on
Indonesia and named its 27th province. its fine record in such matters, has long

But the Timorese, or at least a good por- been on the other side of the fence.
tion of them, do not want Indonesian rule.  But events in Dili, the capital city, on
They want independence. Nov. 12 may finally force a change of heart

Bloodshed has become a way of life and here. Independent witnesses say Indone-
many thousands have died in intensive sian troops killed at least 200 civilians
efforts by the Indonesian military to extin- attending a funeral ceremony in Dili. The
guish the independence movement. official government toll was 19 dead.

The United Nations has consistently  Canada has much at stake here.

At $46 million a year, Canada is Indone-
sia's third-largest source of foreign aid.

But the ki:'l:gfs have finally had some
impact. External Affairs Minister Barbara
McDougall has said will review its
entire program of aid to Indonesia.

Finally, some reaction to an issue that
Canada has chosen to ignore or at least
stay remote from.

Thus it is somewhat puzzling (chilling?),
to say the very least, to see the response of
Vancouver's board of trade.

In a letter to McDougall, board chairman
Robert Stewart said: “We are very con-
cerned that the tone of the Canadian
government's response could prove detri-
mental to Canadian business and trade
interests. In fact several board of trade
members are active in business in Indone-
sia at this time. p

“] am aware our ambassador has been
recalled and that our aid budget to Indone-

sia is under review. | am concerned thﬁy

| ‘

|

this response may be an over-reactio_n-\
Often our western values on human rights
are not fully understood by other cultures
and are viewed with suspicion.

“l believe Canada should promote the
right of living, but we must guard against
appearing sanctimonious and, as well,
including in human rights those concepts
<that are not consistent with the behavioral
Value of other cultures.”

What culture includes random killing as
a behavioral value?

What sets this incident apart from Tian-
anmen and other like incidents?

Canada is sending representatives into
Cambodia to help bring peace there; it has
instantly recognized a newly independent
Ukraine; Haiti and its military were vilified
when its president was dumped.

But going by the board's view, we should
not act where our business interests might

be'lt':i\:l is shameful. q
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anada is the peacemaker, the aid-giver, a
nation truly kinder and gentler than our
great neighbor to the south. Canadians
have always been told such things by
their governments, yet few have dared to ask if
such flattery was warranted. In some cases the an-
swer is yes. in others a resounding no.

On the morning of Tuesday, Nov. 12, Indonesia,
a close Canadian ally. opened fire on a peaceful
memorial gathering in East Timor, killing over
one hundred innocent people.

Alan Naim. an American journalist who wit-
nessed the massacre and was himself badly beat-
en. described the scene as horrific.

“The street was full of bodies. Looking down
the road. I saw body after body. and the soldiers
kept firing at those who were still standing.”

Was this an isolated incident that could be an-
swered by a simple diplomatic protest, or was it
symptomatic of a more serious condition, one that
Canada has helped to create?

The history of East Timor reads like those of
many former colonies — that is, until the tragedy
of 1975. When four hundred years of Portuguese
rule over the mountainous, arid eastern half of
the island of Timor came to an end that year,
neighboring Indonesia sought control.

It invaded in force on Dec. 7. Within three
months — by Indonesia’s own admission — 60.000
East Timorese had been killed and the stage had
been set for many more deaths to follow. By 1985,
Amnesty International and Asia Watch were re-
porting the deaths of more than 200,000 East
Timorese — about one third of the population.

i Since the invasion, the world community, includ-
I ing Canada. has done little :to stop this suffering.

In a series of resolutions similar to
those designed to force Iraq out of Ku-
wait. the United Nations called for the
withdrawal of Indonesian forces. It also
called for the East Timorese to be al-
lowed their right to self determination,

Canada initially abstained from voting
on the UN resolutions, fearful of upset.
ting what was then a significant trading
partner. Later, in 1980, it began to openly
supporl Indonesia’s rule over East Timor.

External Affairs conveniently ignored
many reliable reports of kilings, torture,
and other abuses in East Timor. Respond-
ing recently to a question in the House
of Commons, Minister Barbara Mc¢Dougall
stated that Canada considers Indonesian
sovereignty over East Timor a fact. -

While the European Community and
the United States were quick to condemn
last week's massacre. McDougall waited

OUR BRUTAL FRIENDS

Canada lavishes aid on the government that’s killed one-third of East Timor

almost one week before doing s0. Under
pressure. she announced that Canada's foreign aid
to Indonesia will be reviewed.

Indonesia has so far been a favored recipient
of Canadian ,aid. According to the Canadian Inter-
national Development Agency, government-to-gov-
emment assistance to Indonesia totalled almost
$52 million in 196990. This makes Indonesia sec-
ond only to Bangladesh as a recipient of Canadi-
an government-to-government bilateral aid.”

This is precisely the type of aid that should be
cut when it comes lo linking human rights and
aid. Ald channelled through non-government orga-
nizations (NGOs) to Indonesia represents less than

one-tenth the amount given through bilateral chan.

nels. NGOs are generally able to bypass the Cana-
dian and Indonesian governments' traditional pre-
occupation with large-scale projects and target

their assistance to the poor who need it the most.

If Canada is to stand up to its self-proclaimed
belief in the promotion of human rights, then bi-
lateral aid is & good place to start. Channelling
aid to Indonesia through NGOs rather than
through a government guilty of massive human- .
rights abuses would be a step forward in making
Canada the kinder nation it purports to be.

The Department of External Affairs should re-
view all arms exports to Indonesia and pressure
the Indonesian government to comply with UN res-
olutions calling for an end to the occupation.

The time is ripe, too, for Canada to sponsor
the deployment of peacekeeping forces to East
Timor and to see that the East Timorese are al-
lowed to exercise their right to self-determination
through a free and fair election.

(Tim Coboy is an Ottawa free-lance oumakst )
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“Yes, I would like the struggle for East Timor's independence to continue.

.Plea;e find enclosed my

donation of: §

Name
Address

East Timor Alert Network, 104-2120 West 44* St., Vancouver, B.C. Canada V6M 2G2 .
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New East Timor commander
will get tough with dissidents

Jakarta (Reuter) — The new mil-
itary commander of East timor

.- has told residents still shocked
by the army shooting of mourners
two months ago that he will come.
down hard on anyone who steps
out of line. : :

“I am not as patient as War-
ouw,” the Jakarta Post newspa-

r quoted Brigadier General

eo Syafei as saying.

Syafei’s predecessor Rudolf
Warouw and his regional com-
mander were sacked after ‘sol-.
fdier_s fired'into a crowd of mourn-
ers in the East Timor capital of
Dili on' November 12. -

. official investigation put
‘the death toll at 50, with another

90 missing. -Witnesses say up to
180 were killed when a crowd
gathered in a cemetery to mourn
the death of a separatist killed
-earlier.
Government-appointed investi-
- gators contradicted an army ac-
count of the shooting and largely,
appeased major international do-
nors who were threatening to cut
aid over the incident.
Indonesia invaded East Timor
in 1976 after its former Portu-
est colonial rulers left. The
nited Nations has not recog-

" nised Jakarta’s annexation of .

* East Timor in 1976.
The Post quoted Syafei as tell-

Ing reporters after a farewell re.
ception for Warouw on Wednes-
day that while he would listen to
locals he would not tolerate any.
th}.l}lg which disrupted stability.

“The (November) incident:
might reflect the people’s aspira.
thgs, but it was a rebellion,” he
said. .

Several of the mourners on
their way to the Dili cemetery
before the shooting had shouted
anti-Indonesian slogans and
waved banners in support of Fre-

tilin guerrillas.

Diplomats say they now expect
the army to clamp down much
harder, especially in Dili where
high unemployment has helped
the small Fretilin guerrilla move-
ment in its campaign against Ja-
karta's 16-year rule.-

Warouw had in his two years as
head of the military there pushed
for a softer approach to win over
the East Timorese, but diplomats
said it was not always clear he
was in full control.

Political analysts said it was
almost certain he was not direct-
ly responsible for the shooting,
which has been blamed oﬂ'l(;l;g{
on soldiers going out of control.
. Warouw was given a tearful
farewell on’ Thursday by soldiers

and their wives who sang the lo-

cally-popular Japanese song
X a;;goaga' {Goodbye) and shout-
ed “Long Live Warouw,” the offi-
cial Antara news agency said.
“Study hard and keep sendin

me letters,” it quoted him as tell-
ing the nine East Timorese chil-
dren he had fostered during his

stay. .
“)I, feel happy to be among the
st Timorese. I love them. The
last thing I wanted was to find

- them living in an unsecured situ-

ation or to see them beaten or
killed,”he said. _

The human' rights group Am-
nesty International expressed

" concern yesterday for the safety

of four East Timorese arrestred
on the nearby island of Bali after
the November 12 massacre.

In a report from London, Am-
nesty said one of those arrested
had been beaten beyond recogni-
tion and could not walk.

Diplomats in East Timor re-
cently confirmed large-scale in-
terrogation of locals int he past
two months.

One also repeated reports that
the vicar-general of the -mainly
Roman Catholci territory, Father
Alberto Ricardo, was close to
mental breakdown because of in-
cessant questioning by au-
thorities.

]0



ATTION ALERT ON INDONESIAN COMMISSION OF INQUIRY

Dear friends,

This 1is a very important time for the East Timorese. External
affairs is quietly accepting the recent results of the Indonesian
Inguiry into the Dili massacre. East Timor's future is in the
hands of the International Community. The situation is the worst
it's been since 1983, when the generals instigated a crackdown in
response to a cease-fire and peace talks between the recistance
and the local Indonesian commander.

Elaine Briefre received a call on Jan 15 from a student in Dili
saying "help wus, please help us. There are very many persons
being killed and many still being jailed.'

The Indonesian Inqguiry zresults must not be accepted for the
following reasons:

1) The massacre of Nov.12 was not an isolated incident. Since the
Indonesian occupation began in 1975 human rights groups have
documented a persistent pattern of such massacres, arbitrary
arrests, torture and disappearances of at least 200,000 Timorese.
The attack by the Indonesian military was highly organized, not
a spontaneous one from low-level officers as the report suggests.

2)Indonesia has no jurisdiction in East Timor, and no authority
to try anyone in East Timor . But President Suharto has ordered
that all who took part in the funeral procession be tried under
Indonesia anti-subversion 1laws which carry the death penalty.

3)Under the UN Economic and Social Council's guidelines for
inquiring 1into atrocities of this nature, the chosen members
"shall be independent of any institution, agency or person that
may be the subject of the inquiry". According to Michael Leifer
of the London School of Economics, "within Indonesia, there are
no effective independent institutions.”

4)The head of the Inquiry, M.Djaelani, 1is a former general, &
member in retirement of the Indonesian Supreme Court, in his
prime a command of the infamous Red Beret unit involved in
numerous atrocities in East Timor.

5)Gen. Try Sutrisno, the commander in chief of the 1Indonesian
Armed Forces, last month endorsed the Indonesian policy towards
East Timor by saying "we will annihilate all separatist elements
that taint the dignity of Indonesia" (International Herald Tribune).

6)Indonesia does not respect human rights and still refuses to
sign United Nations Conventions on human rights. 1Tt refusus to
allow an internationally supervised investigation into the
massacre and situation in East Timor. It continues to deny
international human rights organizations 1like Amnesty
International access into East Timor and Indonesia.

Please write to :

The Hon. Barbara McDougall THANK YQU
Minister of External Affairs %. y Lhd
H6use of Commons, Parliament Bldgs ~ )

OTTAWA, K1A OAS6 (Li-Li Gibbons)



ABRI chief: "They must be wiped out"

On 14 November 1991, the Jakarta military conmand's daily newspaper, Jayakarta, published a report
of a speech by armed forces commander—in-chief, General Try Sutrisno, to a Seminar at the National
Defence Institute. We reproduce the item unabridged, translated from the Indonesian.

Commander—in—chief of the armed forces (ABRI) General
Try Soetrisno is sccthmg with rage towards thosc who
carried out the disruption in Dili, East Timor. He said that
they are people who mast be wiped out, "These delinquent
people have to be shot.", said the C-in—C, when opening
the seminar of the Assocumon of Lemhanas Graduates
[Lemhanas = National Defence Institute] on Wednesday.

He went on to say that these disruptors are people who
used to fight as guerrillas in the bush. They can no longer
do this because the populauon in the interior oppose them.
"As a result, they are causing disruption in the towns."

What is most qutrageous of all, said Try, is that they take
advantage of the social infrastructure, even places of
worship, for the purposes of their activities. In the recent
period, even the church has become a basis for operation.
"So, I ask the church to beware of such people. We have
built many churches but we didn't build them for the
disruptors."”

He said that the gangs of people spreading chaos began
by unfurling posters with slogans discrediting the
government. They also shouted many unacceptable things.

However, he went on, members of ABRI who were on
guard at the place of the incident restrained themselves.
These officers, he said, showed a great deal of patience in
coping with a situation that was actually goading them into
anger. "Our armed forces are not like armies in other
countries. Our people's army is very tactful.”

It turns out, the four-star general continued, that the
patience shown by our officers was not appreciated; on the
contrary, the disruptors became even more brutal. Then,
some shots were fired into the air. "But they persisted with
their misdeeds,” he said.

General Try Soetrisno then said that ABRI would never
allow_ itself to be ignored. "In the end, they had to be shot,"
he said, reiterating his words that such disruptors had to be
shot. "And we shall shoot them," he stressed. Try did not
reveal who was the leader of the disruptors. "Let us pray
that he will soon be caught,” he said, without saying
anything about what was being done to catch him.

After the incident on 12 November, ABRI members
searched Motael Church in Dili and found some weapons,
including a grenade. "From the results of this search, it is
very clear that their movement is extremely dangerous,” he
said. There was one casualty on ABRI's side, a batlalion
deputy commander of battalion 700, while on the side of
the disruptors, 19 pcople were killed.

The disrupiors began their movement on Tuesday after
holding a mass at Motael Church. They demonstrated along
the road leading to the Governor's Office. According to the
version of the ABRI Information Cenire, the action was
originally to have been aimed at the Poriuguese
parliamentary delegation. But because the visit was
cancelled, the group became very frustrated and swilched
the target of their action. It is thought that the incident was
connecied with the disturbance in Motael Church on 29

)

General Try: "Our army is very tactful®.

(sic) October. But the situation is now under control.

The commander-in—chief called on the public not to
panic, not to be influenced and to remain confident in
ABRI's ability to resolve everything. "ABRI is determined
to wipe out anyone who disrupts stability." *
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

20D-219
Department of Linguistics and Philosophy
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

January 12, 1992

Dear Elaine,

It’s been very good to see how much of an opening the latest
atrocity gave for some publicity about Timor, and I‘ve been most
impressed as always to see what you’ve been doing (reports drifting in
from all over). I°ve been getting a ton of stuff from Australia, some
from Canada. There is a kind of grass roots movement developing here,
mostly it seems through the electronic networks, which have been flooded
with material. I hope it works, but frankly, I doubt it; the general
mood is so depressed that initiation of something new seems unlikely.
Also, the system is so well-designed to roll with the punches on this
one that it’s hard to be toc optimistic about the consequences. I wish
I shared the hopefulness that Arnold, Alan and others feel. I'm afraid
I don‘t. But, one has to keep at it.

I'm off for a week of talks, and want to get this to you quickly
before leaving. Laudatory comment follows: one long, one short. Edit

as you like.

(1) The tragedy of East Timor is one of the most terrible of the
modern period. The shameful complicity of the West is relieved only by
the work of small numbers of dedicated activists, who have kept the
issue alive, brought the story to a broader public, and pressured their
governments to live up to the principles they profess. The East Timor
Alert Network has been outstanding among these groups. Its work has
already saved many lives, and if they can bring others to join them, may
yet bring about a day when the people of this tortured land will enjoy
the right of self-determination for which they have struggled with such

courage.

(2) The East Timor Alert Network has compiled a remarkable record
of achievement in bringing the terrible story of East Timor, and Western
complicity in its fate, to a broader public, and in organizing the kind
of public response that may yet enable the people of this tortured land
to enjoy the right of self-determination for which they have struggled

with such courage.

Best, / .

S

—

Noam‘bhomeky



Reinstate funding
CUSO has just had to cut 25 people. About
. a year ago, the World University Service of
Canada went bankrupt. Canadians might
think there’s a real problem in Canadian
t organizations. However, the
two cases are quite different.
WUSC didn’t the system that
makes the Third World poor, nor did it
challenge the repressive governments that
keep it poor. WUSC'’s largest p was
in onesia, a country that been
‘hmMany v%sg'" : the: rol:eng
programs there
itted the Indonesian government.
aintaining

. - 1 ‘l.
o “’{}é%cwconnnuqlongaﬁentkn;y
naily, wust"ﬁfv'io' declare kg,
“CUSO’s projects try to help people break
the cycle o in their country. Often
this means supporting the same who
appose the repressive government in their
comatry. These repre governments are
friénds of the U States, and therefore
of our Conservative government.
Conservative

The Globe and Mail, Friday, December 6, 1991
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
X

people will die-in the Third
A -in
World because CUSO isn’t there to help
start community self-sufficiency projects.
Canadians can be sure that money they
e CU30 a1 i
s :
the Third World. We should demand t{:{
our government spead our tax dollars the
same way.

e
- Occupation
must cease

I must congratulate the Her-
' ald and Southam for the excel-
! ,lent coverage of the East Timor
e Gavasion nd) a palling
: invasion and) appalli
! oppression of East Timor by the
occupying forces from Indonesia
has gone on for too long and
must be stopped . . ..

However, what most people do
' not realize is that this is not the
first time that Indonesia has
done this. West Papua (now
named Irian Jaya) was similarly
invaded in the 60s.. . . .

Canada must act. Prime Min-
‘ister Brian ‘Mulroney must live
up to his pledge of linking hu- -
man rights to trade and aid . . . .

STEPHEN GODDARD,

-

C————
— s - o oy
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Time to make good on human rights

Nov. 12 by Indonesian govern-
ment troops. The Canadian
government has repeatedly
claimed that human rights criteria
will be applied to countries receiv-
ing Canadian foreign aid.

Not only has Indonesia violated
international law in its invasion and
continued occupation of the sepa-
rate nation of East Timor. but the
military regime has been guilty of
causing many thousands of deaths
in East Timor and has tortured and
detained people.

By all international standards the
East Timorese deserve self-determi-
nation.

External Affairs Minister Barbara
McDougall and Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney are both recent ad-
vocates of Canada's policy of apply-
ing human rights criteria to our for-
eign aid practices. Previous human
rights violations in East Timor have
not been enough, however. Canada
has voted in the minority against
UN resolutions which call for the
withdrawal of Indonesian troops,

cores of unarmed civilians in
East Timor were massacred

Letter of the Day

much the same as those passed and
supported by Canada against Iraq.

Indonesia has been charged by in-
ternational human rights groups like
Amnesty International and Asia
Watch for gross and systematic
human rights violations. Even so, In-
donesia has been Canada’s second
largest recipient of foreign aid dol-
lars ($266 million, 1964-1989).

Canada allows the sale of mili-
tary equipment to Indonesia that
has been used in the destruction of
entire Timorese villages. At least
eight Canadian weapons companies
have factories in Indonesia.

Canada should take part in the
arms embargo on Indonesia that is
being called for around the world.
Doug McGregor
Ottawa .
Editor’s note: External Affairs Minister Bar-
bara McDougall has announced she will re-
view Canadian aid to indonesia as a resuft
of the killings in East Timor.

LeTTers
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Controversy surrounds report
on East Timor killings

1 would like 1o know why we were
getting news about the killings in
East Timor one week, and the next
week there was nothing. It is not as
if there has been nothing new to

report.

Thirty-one of the people arrested
at the time of the shooting are to be
tried, 14 of them on charges of sub-
version, a charge which carries the
death penalty. Both the Dutch and
the Portuguese governments have
rejected the findings of the Indone-
sian investigation into the mas-

sacre.

The Australians, after a pause,

decided to praise the report as a big
improvement. In London, the mem-
ber of the House of Lords in charge
of the committee on human rights
rejected the report.

He also condemned the Austra-
Jians, saying that their actions were
like accepting “‘blood money.”

explaining that the Australians had
received permission 1o drill (I pre-
sume, for oil) in the straits between
Australia and West Papua from the
Indonesians.

He claimed that under the UN’s
law of the sea. the Indonesians had
no right to“grant such permission.

Then, it was announced that the
general who will replace the one
involved in the shooting, had been
involved in the original slaughter,
when Indonesia invaded East
Timor. -

He was quoted as saying that he
will not show as much patience with
dissidents as his predecessor. Some
improvement.

Judging from the phone calls on
CBC's As It Happens, the Canadian

public is quite interested in the sub-
jeci, so why the silence?
- IVAN TENTCHOFF
Gibsons
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Cuto
arms to
Indonesia

nal Affairs Minister

Barbara McDougall.
Not three; but two good ones.
Her November condemnatior.
of Indonesia’s cruel occupatior.
of East Timor, together with
this week’s announcement sus-
pending aid to the occupiers.

T WO CHEERS for Exter-

ended 16 years of eloguent Ca-_

nadian silence before a major
human tragedy.

McDougall’s refusal, howev-
er, to stop arms trading with_
Indonesia, and her pious hopes:
for an army-dominated “inqui-
ry” ints recent atiocities, leave

nada still lagging embar-.
rassingly behind the interna-’
tional conscience on East Ti-
mor — sadly, not an
unaccustomed position. In
1975 East Timor, being decolo-
- nized by Portugal, was invaded
. by Indonesia. By 1982, 200,000
" people (a third of the popula-
- tion) were killed or starved to
death. Two years later, Canada.
firmly joining hands with the
oppressors, hosted an arms ba-
zaar in Jakarta. Canadian-built
- engines power Indonesian ar-
my helicopters to this day.

Sixteen years of terror in
East Timor were accompanied
. by growing Canadian business
' involvement with Indonesia.
Over 300 Canadian companies
operate there. Indonesian trade
consistently balances in Cana-
da’s favor. Until this week, the
Indonesian government was
the third largest recipient of
Canadian bilateral aid.

During this period, Canada’s
international indignation was
saved for countries where
we've less stake in the way
things are. Twelve times the
U.N., condemning the invasion..
affirmed East Timor's right to
self-determination. Twelve
times Canada abstained or.
(more recently) voted against.,
As recently as September.
McDougall said Eas:t Timor
was a “fait accompli.”

But then the Prime Minister’s
trumpeted announcement tying
foreign aid to respect for hu-
man rights was followed by the,
November massacres 1n East
Timor. Over a hundred were
slaughtered in a cemetery on
Nov. 12. . .

Indonesian explanations ‘Eha;
the army was provoked by “ag-
itators” were blown away by

_irrefutable British televxsipn'
' footage and eyewitnesses like

The New Yorker's Alan Nairn:
Nearly killed himself, Nairn
wrote, “there was no provoca-
tion, no stones . . . thrown.
The soldiers issued no warn-
ing. (They) simp?' shot several
hundred unarmed men, women
and children. They chased
down young boys an gxrlj and
shot them in the back. Six
days later, 80 Timorese wit-
nesses were rounded up and
killed beside a bulldozed grave.
The mask was off. World out:
rage demanded an independent
U§4. investigation, and the
ending of military trade. Our
External Affairs Minister spoke
out at last, and strongly; but
she didn't go that far. :
Her officials assured us Mon-
day “no permits for the export
of offensive military equ'lpmenot
to.Indonesia have been issued”’
for two years. Canada screens
arms exports, they said;
“there’s no reasonable risk any
might be used against civil-
ians.” ) K
But terrorized Timorese cant
distinguish between their op-
pressors’ offensive and defen-
sive equipment. Worse, Exter-
pal Affairs never screens
indirect exports through
countries (Garrett Canada
ly sends components, throuﬁh
e UK, for Indonesian mobile

_missiles). Arms sales analyst

Ernie Regehr reports “from
1988-90, 45.4 per cent of all Ca-
nadian military (exports) went
to countries engaged in fre-
quent use of official violence
against the public.” To pro-
mote human rights in Indone-
sia, he says, choke off the arms
trade first. .
« McDougall started with bilat-
eral aid instead. Just starting
deserves two cheerls fct)r raising
ada’s voice at last. .
Cal?ut write her; tell her don’
stop now. Face down the weap-
ons-makers’ lobby, .B'arbag'q;
quit arming Indonesia’s mili-
wY) regime. Get Canada on the
“right side of UN. resolutions
on East Timor. Forget the local
g:?erals; call for independent
. investigations into November's
atrocities. Keep us cheering:
bring Canada's conscience

back to world-class level at

last.

And Canada
collaborates

In November, for the first time,
there was mainline media cover-
age of East Timor in Canada. A lot
of people had to die in a peaceful
demonstration (two American re-

_ porters were badly beaten and a

foreign national died) for the story
to be told. The Canadi step-
father of Kamal Bamadhaj, a 20-.
year-old visiting student, who died

-in the massacre, has written an

open letter to our prime minister
from Malaysia telling of his sorrow
and concern about Canada’s in-

" volvement with Indonesia and our

support for that country at the
United Nations.

I have sent letters to people in
government, to the CBC, letters to
this newspaper and letters to
friends. I have probably bored peo-
ple with repetition about East
Timor. Why?

It isn’t just for the people of East
Timor; I haven’t yet met anyone
from there. But I am a Canadian
surrounded by Canadians, and my
country has collaborated with the
oppressor of the East Timorese
who are victims of proportionately
the worst genocide since World

War II. A third of their population -
. is reckoned to have perished since

their territory was invaded in 1975.

Canada still supports the perﬁ- ‘

trators of these crimes at the
United Nations. Why do we do it?
Canada has been the third largest
investor in Indonesia. Our foreign

aid has been reckoned .as nearly .

equivalent to U.S. aid (and that's
not divided by 10).

We can’t keep telling the world
what humane people we are while

we continue to accept the Indone- -

sian annexation of East Timor as a
“‘fait accompli” (to use external af-
fairs terminology). The United Na-
tions has never accepted it.

GEORGE ADAMSON

Ennismore, Ont. .

PETERBOROUGH EXAMINER,

Ian 13% /99



Notes and Comment

NE of our reporters writes:
I was in Dili, East Timor, on
the morning of November 12th,

when a large crowd of East Timorese
gathered in a parish church. They
were there to attend a memorial Mass
for Sebastizio Gomes, a young man
who had died just outside the church
two weeks before. His blood was still
caked on the low stone steps at one side
of the building, and mourners occa-
sionally knelt and touched it and then
crossed themselves. Sebastiao had been
shot when Indonesian soldiers stormed
the church, where he had sought ref-
uge after hiding from the authorities
for several months. Like many East
Timorese, he was fearful of reprisal for
speaking out against the government.
East Timor, the part of the island
of Timor long colonized by Portugal,
was invaded by Indonesia in 1975,
after Portugal withdrew from the coun-
try, and it has been occupied ever since
by ABRI, the Indonesian Army. Dur-
ing that time, some two hundred thou-
sand people—a third of the popula-
tion—have been killed by the troops or
have succumbed to an Army policy of
forced starvation. Dili, the :
capital, is dotted with deten-
tion houses, where Intel, the
Army’s secret police, tortures
people suspected of opposing
Indonesian rule. The East
Timorese, from rural farmers
to senior clerics and civil ser-
vants, often begin conversa-
tions with a warning to speak
softly, because the Army is -
watching and “Intel is every-
where.” :
On the morning of the
twelfth, as the Mass concluded

THE

and the worshippers filed out onto the
street, the Intel commander, Colonel
Gatot Purwanto, drove by the church
in an Army jeep. Soldiers and police
officers under his command were stand-
ing along the route from the church to
Sebastido’s grave, in the Santa Cruz
cemetery, about a mile away. They
were holding long, polished wooden
sticks, and they eyed the passing East
Timorese carefully.

Outside the church, a procession
formed behind the Gomes family, who
were carrying flowers in straw baskets
draped with woollen shawls. Some
people unfurled banners urging sup-
port for the Catholic Church and the
cause of East Timorese independence.
As the procession got under way, first
young men and then women and older
men began making V signs at the
soldiers they passed. They shouted
“Viva Timor Lestel” At times, the
younger boys broke into.an exubera}nt
jog, and older youths reined them in,
shouting “Disciplina!” Some of the

marchers were weeping, but more and
more of them were smiling and glanc-
ing around in astonishment. Others -
joined the procession, ffom .hum and
from offices, and by the time it reached

(]

THE TALK OF THE TOWN

the cemetery it had grown to several
thousand. Even when there was no
chanting, and no banners nearby, the
marchers were talking—audibly—to
the soldiers and among themselves.
East Timor and its occupiers surely
hadn’t witnessed such a bold public
display in years.

When the procession got to the
cemetery, no soldiers were in sight.
Many people followed the family in,
and the rest stood outside the cemetery
walls, chatting excitedly. All at once,
somebody, looking up, noticed that one
end of the street had been closed off
by an Army truck full of troops. People
began to point, and then one man,
looking back in the other direction,
said “The Gestapo!” Coming down
the route the marchers had taken ten
minutes earlier was a column of sol-
diers, in dark-brown uniforms and
carrying M-16s. The troops moved in
formation, walking slowly. There was
a small collective gasp, and some of the
crowd began to shuffle back.

Another American reporter and I
had a camera and a tape recorder out
and were standing in the middle of the
street, between the troops and the East
Timorese. We watched in disbelief as
the soldiers turned in to the
cemetery, raised their rifles,
and took aim. Then, acting in
unison, they opened fire on
the East Timorese. Men and
women fell, shivering, in the
street, rolling from the impact
of the bullets. Some were back-
pedalling, and tripping, their
hands held up. Others simply
tried to turn and run. The
soldiers jumped over fallen
bodies and fired at the people
still upright. They chased
down young boys and girls

13
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and shot them in the back. Mean-
while, some of the soldiers had begun
beating my colleague and me. They
took her tape recorder and my camera,
and pounded the back of my skull with
rifle butts. Then they forced us to sit
down on the pavement and trained
their M-16s at us, shouting “Politik!
Politik!” '

We shouted back that we were
Americans, and maybe that’s what saved
our lives. All around, other soldiers
were executing Timorese. Right in

front of us, they were kicking an old |

man in the face and slamming him
into a concrete sewer. Apparently be-
cause we were from the United States,
however—a country that provided
Indonesia with fifty million dollars
in outright aid this year, and sells
it most of its weapons, including
M-16s—the soldiers decided not to
shoot us. We escaped by hopping a
passing truck.

What we had witnessed was noth-
ing less than an act of deliberate
mass murder. There was no provoca-
tion: no stones were thrown, and the
crowd was standing still. The soldiers
issued no warning; there was no con-
frontation, no hothead who got out
of hand. The soldiers simply shot
several hundred unarmed men, wom-

LETTERS .

ANALYSIS -

en, and children, Qut of a crowd
of three thoUsand, some hundred
were killed 2nd two hundred were
wounded- .

In jes first acknowledgment that
people had been killed, the Indonesian
Army said 01 the day of the massacre,
“There h3S Peen unrest in Dili by
people who had been incited and in-
fluenced by T®Mnants of the Gang of
Security Disrupters [but] the situation
is now under control.” Later that day,
it said, “Security officers tried to dis-
perse [the FOWd] in persuasive ways,
but they P“t”“P resistance and attacked
the officerS: and soon it expanded its
story, saying that some hundred-odd
Timorese WET€ Carrying guns, and that
among the crowd was Xanana Gusmio,
the leader Of the East Timorese na-
tionalist moveément known as Falintil.
Though no foreign governments tried
to maintain that those statements ap-
proached 3 tTU€ account of what had
happened; several of them were con-
spicuously restrained in their reac-
tion to the slaughter. In Washing-
ton, Canberra, Tokyo, and elsewhere,
Indonesian Ambassadors were told that
the respective foreign ministers were
upset about the events in East Timor,
and Indonesia Was asked to explain its
actions. Our State Department advo-

THE OTTAWA CITIZEN
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cated “a prompt and complete investi-
gation” by Jakarta, to be “followed by
an appropriate disciplining of those
determined to have used excessive
force,” but it rejected any reduction in
military training and arms sales, ex-
plaining that United States military aid
actually helped “expose” Indonesians
to “democratic ideas and humanitarian
standards.” Senator Claiborne Pell, the
chairman of the Foreign Relations
Committee, introduced a resolution cen-
suring Indonesia and urging self-
determination for the people of East
Timor, but suggesting only a partial
reduction in United States aid; it did
not address, for example, the sale of
arms like the M-16. Proponents of the
measure said that it was the strongest
action that could be hoped for, and,
indeed, even this non-binding resolu-
tion met quick opposition from both
Senator Robert Dole and Representa-
tive Stephen Solarz, the chairman of
the Asian and Pacific Affairs subcom-
mittee. One Solarz aide said that if
Indonesia staged another massacre (as
unconfirmed reports were suggesting
that it already had) a cutoff might be
considered.

As I left Dili, the Army was march-
ing through the streets, storming
into houses and detaining people. I
later learned that hun-
dreds of East Timorese
had been arrested and
tortured—and many
killed—in an effort to
control the massacre’s

Protesters call for action on East Timor

on ignored, say activists

aftermath.

Indonesia’s position
was stated by General
Try Sutrisno, the armed

BY SHERRI DAVIS-BARRON

Civzen sta* writer

The grieving stepsister of an
activist killed recently in East
Timor says Canada must “stop
recognizing the illegal occupation
of East Timor.”

Li-Lien Gibbons told about 30
demonstrators Saturday that her
stepbrother’s death during an In-
donesian army massacre must
“urge us on to continue with our
work — we must continue
because a lot more people are
going to die.”

Protesters gathered outside the
Indonesian Embassy on
MacLaren Street to mark the 16th
anniversary of the Indonesian in-
vasion of East Timor, a tiny South
Pacific Island about 650
kilometres north of Australia.

They had been there only
weeks ago to protest a Nov. 12
massacre by Indonesian troops in
Dili. the capital of East Timor. Up

Li-Lien Gibbons remembers
stepbrother killed in violence

to 180 East Timorese were killed
when Indonesian troops fired on
3500 mourners at a funeral. Gib-
bons’s stepbrother, 20-year-old
Kamal Bamadhaj of New Zea-
land. was among those who died.

Gibbons said Canada should
support UN resolutions. which
have demanded that Indonesia
withdraw from East Timor and
called for a referendum to let the
East Timorese decide their fu-
ture. She also said the UN should
carry out “an immediate and im-
partial inquiry to stop the killings
and tortures.”

Although the UN has repeated-
ly said East Timor has the right to
exist as a sovereign nation. Can-
ada has been opposing such res-
olutions since 1980. Gibbons is
one of several speakers to ad-
dress Canada's external affairs
subcommittee Monday.

Elainc Briere. head of a na-
tional lobby group concerned
about East Timor. said Canada is
reticent becausc Indonesia is a
strong trading partner.

Indonesia is Canada’s second-
largest aid recipient. Two-way
Canada-Indonesia trade last year
was worth $510 million.

forces Chief of Staff. Of
“disrupters” like the
mourners in Dili he said,
“They are people who
must be crushed....
Come what may, let no
one think they can ig-
nore ABRIL In the end,
they will have to be shot
down.”



A DIARY OF DEATH IN EAST TIMOR:

An aid worker's first-hand account of repression — before he was shot to death
Reproduced from the Ottawa Citizen, Saturday December 7, 1991, Weekend Observer, pg. B4

By Kamal Bamadhaj
Note:
This edited excerpt of Bamadhaj's diary is distributed by Southam News; These are the last known lines of Bamadhaj's journal. He died

nine days later. His family says many of his personal effects including, it's believed, a more detailed diary, disappeared from the Dili
hotel room in which he was staying before being slain.

Baut for the rare presence of foreign journalists in East Timor on Nov. 12 — including a television cameraman - the worldwide outcry
over the Indonesian army's massacre at a churchyard would almost surely not have happened. More than 100 — some reports say in
excess of 200 — unarmed people were gunned down without waming that day in Dili, capital of the occupied ex-Portuguese colony.
One foreigner also died: 20-year-old Kamal Bamadhaj, a human rights activist and Indonesian studies scholar who had been serving
as translator for an official from an Australian aid organization. In the days before Bamadhaj died, the New Zealander kept a journal
for family and friends. Dave Todd of Southam News has obtained the diary which describes, in a clear and compelling manner, the
horror that is life in East Timor today - and the rage of its people to become free after a 16-year military occupation which it would
be no exaggeration to describe as Hitlerian. Today is the anniversary of the invasion of East Timor by Indonesia and a demonstration
is planned outside the Indonesian Embassy. Parts of Bamadhaj's diary will be read by his sister to a meeting of the Commons External
Affairs committee Monday night. The New Zealand government, although it has strongly protested Bamadhaj's death, has had no
satisfaction from the Indonesian authorities. They continue to depict him, and the handful of Western journalists at the massacre scene
on Nov. 12, as outside agitators who worked up the Timorese demonstrators and provoked troops to shoot. Indonesia has produced no
plausible evidence to support this claim, which has been universally condemned by eyewitnesses to the killing and by ‘foreign
governments. According to a representative of the International Red Cross, who came across Bamadhaij's profusely bleeding body, the
young man died because the army would not let him be taken to hospital until aimost an hour after he was shot. At one military
roadblock, the Red Cross worker, driving a clearly marked Red Cross vehicle, was himself threatened with being shot — even after
explaining he had a wounded man with him. Bamadhaj was alive when he eventually did reach a hospital. He died 20 minutes later.

Dili, East Timor. Oct. 29, 1991:

Sebastian (a local youth) yesterday was added to the
ever-increasing toll of brutal deaths. . . The attack began at
midnight when plainclothes soldiers began stoning the
church. The church grounds were surrounded by armed
troops who finally invaded at about 2:30 a.m. Some youths
tried to escape as about 30 people inside the grounds were
arrested. It was in the midst of this attack that Sebastian
was shot dead with three bullets. A Timorese member of
the Indonesian assault forces was also killed when he was
stabbed by a Timorese youth shortly after Sebastian's
slaying.

The attack has further alienated the devout Catholic
population of East Timor. Although the official Indonesian
version of the Motael (church) affair. . . has been publicized
throughout the Indonesian media channels, the news about
the attack and the death of Sebastian reached remote areas
throughout East Timor's extensive and effective clandestine
network before the Indonesians could even assemble their
official version.

Maubisse, Nov. 2:

The Indonesians (particularly the Javanese) seem to have a

well-rehearsed script when explaining East Timor to the
outsider. They say it was a hapless colonial backwater
under the Portuguese. Its inhabitants were uneducated,
culturally backward and generally unhygienic people.
What's more, they were oppressed. . . until Indonesia took
the ex-colony under its wing as the 27th province. One
Javanese taxi driver proudly told me that the capital of Dili,
which was once "covered with trees like a jungle" has now
been transformed into a true clty of large buildings, roads
and concrete.

Timorese I have talked to complain that no amount of roads
and schools can bring back the thousands killed by
Indonesia during the war and occupation. Some 200,000, or
one-third of the 1975 population, were killed. Probably
every East Timor survivor today has lost a close friend or
relative. Will the construction of new roads placate the
humiliation and bitterness, or compensate the denial of
Timorese language in schools, the domination of political
decisions, local administration and the economy by the
Javanese? The Timorese say no. At a recent public lecture
held at a Baucau school, local military leaders wamed
youths not to spak to delegates of a Portuguese official
fact-finding mission in November. The youths were told to



show their appreciation of the development the Indonesians
had brought them rather than highlighting human rights
violations or other negative aspects of Indonesian rule.

One reckless youth stood up and declared that Indonesian
development was just for show and did nothing for the
people, sparking a wave of anti-Indonesia comments from
the bitter audience. The military speaker then asked the
crowd if they would prefer to return East Timor to the
theatre of war of the mid- to late seventies. Expecting a No,
he was answered with a resounding Yes.

Travelling through East Timor on a bus recently, I was
asked by a Javanese man what I thought of the province, its
roads and development. To avoid being hassled, I gave a
typical East Timorese answer, that everything was great.
One imagines that the colonizers need praise and
reassurance to assuage their underlying guilt. My answer
was greeted with a broad smile and the comment: "There
are no bad people in Indonesia, mister." Little did he know
that just before, I had overheard him in the back of the bus
asking the same question to two young Timorese bus
conductors he had summoned over.

Because of the precarious position in their own country, the
Timorese (conductors) had to be much more crawly than
me. They gave lengthy assurances about how much they
loved Indonesia and "development" and ended: "We are
good now, we have come to our senses.” The Timorese,
myself, and the Javanese man all realized this was too
overacted to be believable. The man had no broad smile for
the Timorese after they had answered. Instead, he said that
if they even thought of participating in pro-independence
rallies when the Portuguese delegation arrived, "We would
have no qualms about wiping you all out - until there are
no Timorese left." The two youths nodded thoughtfully and
were told they could get back to their positions.

Dili, Nov. 3:

It has been a tense past two weeks in East Timor. A kind
of lull before the storm has prevailed as the Timorese
prepare themselves for the visit of the Portuguese
parliamentary delegations scheduled to have started
tomorrow. Some saw the visit as a first step towards a
referendum, some hoped the Portuguese would somehow
help bring about immediate independence, while others saw
the visit as a long-awaited opportunity for an uprising
against the Indonesian occupiers. After 15 years of
integration with Indonesia, and all the methods the

Indonesians have used to persuade the Timorese to accept
their rule, everyone here seems to have roughly the same
aspiration — independence.

Youths in Dili and in other towns have been secretly
painting pro-independence banners, organizing
demonstrations and, as many have admitted to me, (are)
preparing to die for their people if the Indonesians try to
stop them. Timorese of all ages and walks of life have been
signing up to be on the list of interviewees for the
Portuguese fact-finding mission. Considering that talk to
any foreigners about the situation is risky, there are large
numbers who have decided to take the plunge and talk to
the Portuguese when they come.

The Indonesians too have been preparing for the visit,
launching an intensive campaign of intimidation and
rounding up Timorese for public lectures, where they are
threatened with imprisonment or death if they dare to speak
up. Freshly dug mass execution sites have been discovered
throughout East Timor, perhaps another method of
intimidating the locals into silence. The Timorese Church
has also come under heavy military surveillance for its role
in helping the people prepare for the visit. The Indonesian
discomfort with the Church was epitomized by its early
momning attack on the Motael church last Monday.
Moreover, an all-out campaign was launched by the military
to capture and kill resistance leader Xanana Gusmao so as
to deny the Portuguese the opportunity to meet with this
much-revered figure.

However, less than a week before the delegation was
supposed to armrive, news started filtering in that the
Portuguese were not coming. Hearts sank. People cannot
believe it. The disappointment here today is not only the
deflating of so many high expectations but, more worrying
still, the indefinite delay gives the Indonesian military the
perfect opportunity to eliminate all those East Timorese who
had exposed their identity while preparing for the visit.

In the past month or so, Timorese have been taking
extraordinary risks organizing among themselves in
anticipation of the delegation. They claimed that any risk
they took was worth it, because the visit offered them so
much hope. And they were banking on placing themselves
on a security list held by the Portuguese, which would
guarantee them (under UN agreements) freedom from
persecution if they spoke up. But now the visit is off, and
the Timorese are once again in the all-too-familiar position
of being defenceless from arbitrary arrest, maltreatment or
even death.

EDITOR'S NOTE: These are the last known lines of Bamadhaj's journal. He died nine days later. His family says many
of his personal effects including, it's believed, a more detailed diary, disappeared from the Dili hotel room in which he was

staying before being slain.
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. GOVERNMENT MUST GO FURTHER ON EAST TIMOR: M.P.'‘'S

OTTAWA, Dec. 11/91 -- ©O iti i
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u suspend $30 million in proposed development projects.

Few detai i it :
pib Commonts. were offered despite Opposition questions in the House

“We still do not know specifics about the j
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::.Egﬁs:glztgut ngn hold," says Beryl Gaffney, Opposition Critic t‘g:-
By thisg anna Liberal Chair for Parliamentarians for East Timor.
atrentio awaoux;cement, the Government is clearly trying to take
Irgention, Yy from the fact that it is actually doing little about
sia's illegal occupation of East Timor.
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Res‘;luctoi‘;zrsnn:;eax;ta fitiéll ”refuses to endorse UN Security Council

other things, £ n 8.9, she says. These resoultions call, among
» for the immediate withdrawal of Indonesian troops and

for
a referen@um on self-determination for the East Timorese.

people.

Jose i

22 Haf;:ges ::sr;:éms;;eclal Representative of the National Council

canted o sacsis ;e, says that if the Canadian government really

jaibnebadty end to the bloodshed in East Timor, it should also
pp ing a full arms embargo against Indonesia.
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East Timor Alert Netwo unk
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Adds Funk: “The situation in East
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Petition to seek Bush action on Timor .

December 10, 1991
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Thursday night's parliamentary  Although the United Stafes s a  United States in this region, and of
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Oral Questions
INDONESIA

Mrs. Christine Stewart (Northumberland): Mr. Spcak-
er, my question is to the Prime Minister.

Yesterday. reacting to recent killings in East Timor,
the government supposedly suspended $30 million of
bilateral development projects in Indonesia. Yet. despite
inquiries we do not know what projects are suspended.
What is more. resumption of Canadian aid will depend
incredibly upon the report of Indonesia’s own commis-
sion of inquiry into the East Timorese killings.

Will the Prime Minister today demand an independent
objective UN commission of inquiry into the East Timo-
rese killings?

Hon. Michael Wilson (Minister of Industry. Science
and Technology and Minister for laternational Trade):
Mr. Speaker. Canada has suspended some development
projccts. as my hon. friend has suggested. It is about $30
million in projects that will be affected.

As far as the role of Canada in calling for an indcpen-
dent UN inquiry into this. my understanding is that the
UN Sccretarv-General has announced that he is sending
an envoy to Jakarta. We want to sce what the outcome of
that visit is. consult with the United Nations as to what
those findings are. Once we have that information then
we will be able 10 make a decision as to which way we

should be going.

Mrs. Beryl Gaffney (Nepean): My question is to the
same ministcr. :

A $30 million suspension of aid to Indonesia is signifi-
cant, but it is still only a fraction of what Canada should

be doing.

Will the minister today assurc the House that Canada
will finally withdraw its total support of this despouc
regime and immcdiatcly support United Nations Sccuri-
ty Council rcsolutions 384 and 389 which call for the
withdrawal of Indoncsian troops from East Timor?

[Translation)

Hon. Monique Landry (Minister for External Rela-
tions and Minister of State (Indian Affairs and Northern
Development)): Mr. Speaker, as my colleague answered

Oral Questions

the hon. opposition member, we indeed suspendcd
three aid projects totaling $30 million.

I would like to ask the opposition where it stands on
aid to Third World countries. The projects being main-
tained in Indonesia—and I would be very happy to list
them in this House if I had enough time—directly help

the people.

I have the list of projects—and I could name them—
which directly support the people through Canadian
non-governmental organizations. What does the opposi-
tion want? Ducs it really want to help the people? Mr.
Speaker, thal is what we are doing by maintaining some
aid projects that really help people at the grass roots.

COMMONS DEB NG -



Important Notice

‘We have been lobbying CBC's "The Journal" to do a special on East Timor, especially after
they spent a huge amount of money doing a documentary on the threatened existence of the
Orang-utans of Bomeo. Though we have some junior editors on our side that have made
repeated presentations, the senior editors continue to say that they aren't interested though
ample television footage is available. Recently, Yorkshire Television in the UK. aired a 55
minute documentary called "In Cold Blood - The Massacre in East Timor."

There is no reason in the world why CBC cannot air part of this on the Journal and have a
panel discussion afterwards - or the 5th Estate for that matter. We would appreciate letters
to the CBC requesting that they show this material to the Canadian people.

CBC - The Journal CBC 5th Estate

Box 1400, Stn. A Box 500, Terminal A
Toronto, ON Toronto, ON

MS5W 1E6 ' MS5W 1E6

T

Change of Address

Please help us keep our mailing list up to date.

Organizational Affiliation (if any):

Address:

City: Prov/State: Postal/ZIP:

Country:

Optional for Journalists/Researchers/etc (you may be contacted re: Action Alerts):

Tel: Fax:

ETAN, #104 - 2120 West 44th Street, Vancouver, British Columbia, V6M 2G2.



