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EAST TIMOR

OUR POLITICAL HYPOCRISY

YORKSHIRE TY
o

New Zealand was quick
to condemn Iraq’s

-invasion of Kuwait, but
_when it was Indonesia’s
zhloody. t E

<. LA
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EW ZEALAND has tried to ignore

the hioody war in East Timor.

Since Indonesia invaded the
territory 16 years ago, as many as
200.000 people have died. Wellington has
said little.
East Timor campaigner Colin lles has
spent those years trying vainly to persuade
New Zealand governments to condemn In-
donesian "genocide” in East Timor. Not sur-
prisingly, he has a cynical view of Jim
Bolger's statements about the Indonesian
massacre in which New Zealander Kamal

Bamadhaj died.

“He’s using a platform to make himself
look good, and as soon as the issue fades
into the background. that's the (ast we'll
hear from Bolger,” he says. If the govern:
ment was sincere, he says, it would put its
money where its mouth is; It would public-
ly condeinn Indonesia's invasion of East
Timor as it condemned Iraq's invasion of
Kuwait. It would cut of f military aid to In-
donesia. It would stop toeing the Indonesi-
an line on East Timor in the United Nations,

Foreign Minister Don McKinnon has
made it clear that this is not going to hap-
pen. lIles is not surprised. National, like
Labour, has consistently taken an appease-
ment line over East Timor, he says.

Bolger has publicly expressed his “deep
concern” over the “tragedy” of the shoot-
ings. McKinnon conveyed this “deep con-
cern” personally to Indonesian Foreign

Minister Ali Alatas. He wants Indonesia to
bring those responsible to justice.
Indonesian diplomats have been sum-
moned to the Ministry of External Relations
and Trade HQ in Wellington. The govern-
ment has raised the issue with the third com-
miltee of the UN General Assembly, which
deals with human rights.

The government clearly hopes the Indone-
sian inquiry will clear the problem up and
life will return to “normal”. In fact, the mas-
sacre is part of a pattern of repression and
human rights outrages in East Timor.
Amnesty International has for many
years reported extra-judicial executions, tor-
ture and maltreatment of political prisoners
in East Timor. It has also complained about
human rights abuses in Indonesia itself.

It worries that the Indonesian inquiry will
be a whitewash. Indonesia has insisted, con-

trary to eyewitness accounts by foreign jour-

nalists, that the crowd at Dili’s Santa Cruz
Cemetery provoked the Irdonesian troops.

The day after the massacre, the com-
mander of the Indonesian troops in East
Timor reportedly called for political oppo-
nents in the territory to be shot. General Try
Sutrisno said people had “spread chaos” by
unfurling posters with anti-government slo-
gans and by shouting “many unacceptable
things". The soldiers had fired shots in the
air, the general said, "but they persisted with
their misdeeds . . . In the end, they had to
be shot. These ili-bred people have to be
shot . . . and we will shoot them.?,

Indonesia has shot a lot of East Timorese.
Eyewitnesses reported widespread atrocities
during the invasion in December 1975.
Later, a policy of deliberate crop destruc-
tion and forced removal of villagers to “pro-

more lives,
JANE USSHER

BNt Colin Iles:
What is the
difference
between
Iraq’s :
thuggery and

Evidence built up by the International
Red Cross and by Catholic priests in East
Timor suggests up to 200,000 people have
died — nearly a third of the population.
Vice-President Adam Malik once claimed
that “only" 50,000 to 80,000 died: "It is war.
What is the big fuss?”

EW ZEALAND has never made a fuss.
Labour Prime Minister Bill Rowling
publicly “regretted” the invasion in 1975, but
also welcomed Malik's "assurance” that the
East Timorese should be allowed to exer-
cise their right of self-determination.
New Zealand took a different line when
fraq invaded Kuwait. Qutgoing Labour
Prime Minister Geol(rey Palmer called it
“jack-booted thuggery”. Incoming Nation-
al Prime Minister Jim Bolger called it out-
rageous and compared it to Hitler's invasion

tected hamlets” claimed tens of thousands -
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ly rejected the appeasement option. “The
time is long past when countries with mili-
tary 1nuscle can send their armies rolling
across internationally recognised frontiers
to occupy the territory of small and un-
threatening neighbours,” he said.

So what is the difference, asks lles, be-
tween Iraq’s thuggery and Indonesia’s?

McKinnon says the cases are different:
“Kuwait was an independent sovereign state
at the time of Irag’s invasion. East Timor
was in a process of decolonisation, had been
abandoned by the Portugese, and was ef-
fectively in a stale of civil war. We do not
condone what Indonesia did. But a compar-
ison with Kuwait is misleading.”

. McKinnon appears to be saying that
abandoned colonics may be snapped up by
their larger neighbours whereas sovereign
states cannot. This would seem a fine dis-
tinction to an East Timorese looking down
the barrel of an Indonesian machine-gun.

Indonesia and its Western sympathisers
have long promoled the idea that it had to
intervene in a threalening civil war in neigh-
bouring East Timor. A teport in 1976 by the
UN’s Department of Political Affairs,
Trusteeship and Decolonisation exposed this
as a myth.

War broke out in the Porlugese colony
in August 1975, when the right-wing
Tinorese Democratic Union (UDT) staged
acoup. But by November, the fighting was
fargely over. The pro-independence Fretilin
party — the Revolutionary Front for an In-
dependent Timor — controlled most of the
territory and enjoyed widespread popular
support.

Fretilin asked the Portugese authorities,
which had fled the territory, lo come back
to prepare the country for independence.

Negotiations between the two broke down.

Meantime, the Indonesians, aided by the
UDT and other right-wing groups, were
provoking clashes on the border.

Fretilin proclaimed independence in late
November. On December 7 Indonesia in-
vaded, using as a pretext & plea for inter-
vention from the small right-wing groups
such as UDT. This “invitation” has about
as much credibility as the “invitation” by
pro-Moscow forces in Kabul to the Soviet
Union to intervene in Afghanistan.

New Zealand condemned the Soviet in-
vasion of Afghanistan, but quickly found
a way of accommodating the Indonesians.
In 1978 the National government decided
that the situation was irreversible: East
Timor was now part of Indonesia.

Successive governments, Labour and Na-
tional, have continued the policy. Why?
One reason is money.

lles remembers leading a delegation Lo
National's Foreign Minister, Brian Talboys,
in 1978: “The most telling comment he made
32 LISTENER & TV TIMES DECEMRFER 24, 1991

was words to the effect that, ‘Indonesia’s 1oo
important a trading partner for us 1o seri-
ously challenge on East Timor."”

Certainly Indonesia is a handy export
market. In the year to June the [ndonesi-
ans took $166 million of our goods. We
bought only §108 million from them.

But geopolitics also has something to do
with it. Indonesia has 180 million people
and is the dotminant nation in South-east
Asia. The blunt truth is that New Zealand
doesn't want to upset the giant erouched in
our backyard.
lLES ALSO points to the American con-

nection. The US is a good [riend of In-
donesia. It shared [ndonesia’s fears that an
independent East Timor led by a left-lcaning
Fretilin government would prove to be a
South-cast Asian “Cuba”.

Indonesia worried that this would en-
courage other sccessionist groups within its
own state. Timor had to be swallowed.
There is evidence that the United States
tacitly supported the invasion. US President
Gerald Ford visited Jakarta shortly before

“The blunt truth is
that New Zealand
doesn’t want to
upset the giant
crouched in our
backyard.”

Indonesian paratroopers went into Dili in
1975.

Then National opposition leader Robert
Muldoon was pushing the “Cuban” line as
early as February 1975, National would be
gravely concerned, he said after talks with
Indonesian President Suharto, if Timor be-
came an independent colony under the in-
fluence of the Soviet Union or China.

lles says we have toed the American line:
National, because it has always done so;
Labour, because il wanted to balance the
trouble it had caused the Americans with its
nuclear ships ban. |

in 1985 Prime Minister David Lange told
lles that public denunciation of Indonesia’s
actions in East Timor would serve no use-
ful purpose. “We enjoy reasonably good re-

lations with the Indonesian government and
we think that the indonesians listen to our
concerns when we express them privately
and respect our views,” he said in a letter.

This is a classic statement of the bridge-
building policy: don’t rock the boat, and
you'll be able to persuade the pilot to steer
in a new direction. But lles says the recent
nassacre shows how little has really
changed, despite the years of gentle per-
suasion.

So will anything change? At least one
National backbencher is nnhappy about his
government's stance. Tg Ataw MP Brian
Neeson says the protests should have been
alot stronger. New Zealand should suspend
its mililary training programme [or Indone-
sian army officers. “Even though there are
180 million people up there, we shouldn't
be cowering before them when we know that
something is wrong,” he said.

Opposition leader Mike Moore also
thinks the government should have made
more of a fuss. It should “seriously con-
sider” halting the military aid programme.

So why didn't he get tough when he was
in power? Moore says a more “sophisticat-
ed” approach was needed. Public protests

- solve nothing, he said. He says he himsell
raised the issue “in a respectful, modest-

way” with the Indonesians, but didn’t make
the fact public. .

Why did Labour recognise Indonesian
rule in East Timor? "It was a policy of osl-
politik [sic], of accepling the reality of the
situation... Recognising doesn’t imply ac-
ceptance. For example, | recognise Jim
Bolger, but | don’t accept him.”

Iles has heard all this before. Backbencher
Aussie Malcolm was making noises about
National's quiet approach in the late 70s.
Labour MPs were outspoken in opposition,
and became gentle persuaders when they got
into power.

Even the death of a New Zealander in
East Timor probably won't make much
difference in the long run. This, too hap-
pened before: a New Zealand journalist,
along with four Australians, was killed in
the border clashes between Indonesia and
East Timor in 1975.

What bothers lles is the political hypoeri-
sy. People loathe politicians now for their
lies and double-talk, he says, but he learnt
about it many years ago.

Winking at genocide must be one of the
worst forms of political dishonesty. The
conduct of foreign policy, he says, is one
of the real tests of a government’s values.
In this case, he doesn't like what he sees.

“[f our government has consistently fol-
lowed policies that are totally uncaring of
the people in East Timor," he asks, *“what
does that say about their attitudes to the or-
dinary people in New Zealand?” | g
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Fretilin activist
feels snubbed
by Government

By ANAMIKA VASIL

VISITING East Timor independence movement activ- !

ist Francisco Pang said yesterday he had been
snubbed by the Government. .
. The Australian co-ordinator for the rebel Fretilin
movement, Mr Pang said both Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter Don McKinnon and Defence Minister Warren Coo-
per had refused to see him. - - .

His only “official” engagement while in New Zea-

land is a meeting with a Ministry of External Rela-

tions and Trade official today. :
Mr Pang, who is based in Melbourne, said New
Zealand was the only country in the Western alliance

that appeared to be condoning the November 12 mas- |

‘sacre, . Lo -, - -
On that day, Indonesian troops shot dead several
civilians including New Zealander. Kamal Ahmed
Bamadhaj in Dili, the capital of the former Portu-
guese territory that was annexed by Indonesia in 1976.
- Mr Pang said he was in New Zealand to ask the
Government to .put pressure-on the Indonesian .Gov-
ernment to seék’ an independent inquiry into the mas-
sacre. d T

- For the inquiry to be impartjal, the United Nations

should be involved, he said. -

He said the inquiry being conducted by the Indone- :
sian Government was like “Hitler inquiring into Nazi ;

war crimes”. :

- As a ‘modern, demdcr,atic and civilised country, '

New Zealand had a moral. responsibility to put pres-
sure on the Indonesian Government buf it was being
influenced by trade considerations. - :
Last week, Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke
had a historic meeting with Fretilin leaders, he said.
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Career doubt '

for Dili
general: PM

By MARK METHERELL,
Canberra,
and REUTER

The Prime Minister, Mr Hawke,

it East Timor to investigate the
killings,

Australian officials said last
night they had no details of the
reported UN move.

In Dili yesterday, the Indone-

‘ yesterday hinted that the Dili mas- isSion i
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of fiery h ® Place dynamics in regard to possible Supreme Court judge leading the
George successions there, and that in. inquiry, told reportors,

South vagrg’ g;:g‘es the general”, Mr Hawke Diplomats said some of those

Asked if the Australian Govern-
ment would be worried if General
Try became president, Mr Hawke
said the Government could not
take “a great deal of comfort” out
of the comments attributed to
General Try, who was reported as
saying a day after the 12 Novem-
ber massacre that dissidents
should be wiped out.

Speaking on Channel Nine’s
‘Sunday’ program, Mr Hawke also
acknowledged that it could be dif-
ficult for him to 80 to Indonesia in
February, as planned, if the inqui-
ry into the killing were still going.

It might be that both Indonesia
and Australia could come to “the
mutual conclusion that in a con-
text like that it may not be the
most appropriate context to pro-
ceed. Let’s see about that”,

Mr Hawke said the Government
was foliowing every line of inquiry
to see how the United Nations
could be involved in the East
Timor affalr. It .estimates that
about 75 people were killed on 12
November.

Reuter reported from Lisbon
Yesterday that the UN Secretary-
General, Mr Javier Perez de Cuel-
lar, had said that a UN envoy was
on his way to Jakarta to negotiate
conditions for a UN mission to vis~

wounded in the shooting were too
scared to go to hospital. The 89
people who did have been in a mil-
itary hospital for nearly three
weeks with visitors allowed only
from the International Red Cross.

Mr Djaelani said another prob-
lem for the commission had arisen
as a result of divisions among the
peopie of Dili, who were split into
factions for and against integra-
tion with Indonesia,

“If one group gives information
to us about the other group, the
other group will report to the
police,” he said.

“If the people we meet £0 miss-
ing, who will guarantee (their
safety)?”

One commission member, Mr
Sugiman, a senior official in the
interior ministry, appealed to
journalists to stop following the
investigators in their search for
wltnesses,

The local Governor, Mr Mario
Vlegas Carrascalao, has given the

commission a 300-page report on’

the shooting. Local sources said it
was critical of the army.

Asked by reporters what he
thought of the strong foreign reac-
tion to the shooting, the Governor
said: “That’s why we have to take
measures against those who took a
simple decision.”

b
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DIPLOMACY

Bismarck’

Ghost over
Human Rights

' After two years of repair work, relations with
Indonesia are soured by the massacre in Dili

By JEFF PENBERTHY

ustralian overseas aid worker Bob
Muntz felt nauseated as he lay in
a Melbourne hospital last week
waiting for surgery. His arm had
been torn open during his escape from the
Santa Cruz cemetery in Dili after the Nov.
12 massacre of East Timorese by Indone-
sian soldiers. But Muntz was not sickened
by his neglected and now infected wound
—he was not even sure how it had hap-
pened—but by the response of Australia’s

i chief Foreign Affairs bureaucrat, Richard

! that the head of an Australian department

Woolcott, to the shootings. “I am outraged

i could show such callous indifference to the

murder of so many people,” he said.
Australian and U.S. State Department
estimates put the number of East Timor-
ese killed at between 50 and 100, plus a
Malaysia-born Sydney university student,
Kamal Bamadhaj. And scores of people
were wounded in the incident, when In-
donesian troops opened fire on a large
crowd attending a memorial service and
pro-independence rally in the capital of the
former Portuguese colony, invaded and
annexed by Indonesia in December 1975.
Before his death. Bamadhaj had travelled
with Muntz, Southeast Asia project officer

for Community Aid Abroad, as an inter- |
| people responsible for the disturbances in

preter.

From his Melbourne
hospital bed, Muntz
watched Woolcott—a
former ambassador to
Indonesia and architect
of Australia’s restored
refationship with its giant
neighbor—appearing on
the ABC's Lateline pro-
gram and stressing the
need tor Australia 1o
find “the right balance™

in its responses to the  Woolcott: need for “right balance”

56

- massacre. “There is a need to draw a dis-

tinction between the understandable reac-
tion to the present human tragedy and the
longterm need to maintain a working and
as close a relationship with Indonesia as
possible,” Woolcott said. The longtime dip-
lomat expressed abhorrence of the mas-

. sacre but quickly moved on to say that

Australia’s response must not seriously
harm the wider interests of the Australia—
Indonesia relationship. The trick, he said,
was to steer a course “between Wilsonian
idealism and Bismarckian realism.”

Unfortunately for Woolcott, he was un-
wittingly trapped on the program between
two events: the screening of horrific televi-
sion footage of the actual massacre, with
people clawing their way over cach other
to get away from the bullets, and the dis-
closure of blatantly unrepentant statements
by the commander of Indonesia’s armed
forces, General Try Sutrisno, three days
after the event.

Referring directly to the East Timorese,
Try told graduates at a military academy in
Jakarta: “People who refuse to toe the line
have to be shot. The armed forces are de-

termined to wipe out whoever disturbs sta-

i bility . . . finally, yes, they have to be blast-

ed. Delinquents like these agitators have to
be shot and we will shoot them.” And if the
message had not got across, Try said the

East Timor—the rally
marchers who had test-
cd the patience and re-
straint of his troops—
“must be eliminated.”
He said the protesters
had unfurled posters
discrediting the govern-
ment, yelled “improper
words.” and “acted even
morc brutally,” causing
the soldiers to fire sev-
cral warning shots.
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As Try’s comments, reported in the In-
donesian newspaper Javakarta, were read
to Woolcott, his professional calm seemed
shaken. He licked his dry lips and then said
he certainly hoped the quotes were not ac-
curate. Such sentiments conflicted with the
“deep concern” that the Australian em-
bassy reported as being expressed by gov-

 ernment officials in Jakarta, and by In-

donesian Foreign Minister Al Alatas, with
whom he had just attended a regional con-
ference in South Korca. “My view,” said
Woolcott, “is that this (the massacre) was
not directed from the center; that this inci-
dent arises from not particularly well-
trained, and disorderly, troops.™

Neither Woolcott’s diplomatic realpoli-
ik nor his interpretation of the massacre
and its aftermath went down well with sur-



I that followed the publication of a Sydney
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vivor Muntz, who believes it imperative
that Australia takes action to get a United
Nations team to East Timor as soon as
possible. “Every day that we delay means
that it is highly likely there will be more
abuses.” says Muntz.

Indonesia’s response to the massacre
actually hardened last week. Pro-East Tim-
or demonstrators were arrested in Jakarta,
Dili airport was closed and the local mili-
tary commander decided to deny relatives
and outsiders access to the wounded in a
military hospital. As a result, Australia’s
protests against thc massacre became
sterner and privately officials accepted that
Australia’s relations with Indonesia had
suffered a huge setback, potentially far
more serious than the Indonesian outrage

Moming Herald article on the Suharto fam-
ily's wealth in 1986, which led to a three-
year breach in official relations.

radually, perhaps even reluctant-
ly, moral outrage against the mas-
sacre scems to be building among
government officials and M.Ps,
and, as a result, years of carcful repair
work on the relationship with Indonesia
could be lost. A visit to Jakarta by Industry
Minister John Button scheduled for Dec. 12
now secms likcly to be cancelled and a state
visit by Prime Minister Bob Hawke in Feb-
ruary is in doubt.

Late last week, Hawke described the
comments of Try Sutrisno, with whom he
had a cordial meeting in Canberra recently,
as “repugnant in the extreme.” The Prime

TIME. DECEMBER 2. 199]

Clockwise from left: minutes
before the shooting started;
a victim’s dying moments;
marchers scatter amid

gunfire; aid worker Muntz in
hospital in Melbourne:
outraged at Woolcott's
“callous indifference”

Minister repeated his warning that Indone-
sia stood to lose the respect of the interna-
tional community unless it punished the
culprits, but said he did not believe the de-
fiant comments coming from the military
reflected the attitude of President Suharto,
who is visiting South America. “I think the
President understands the enormity of
what happened.” Hawke said.

Thus far. Australia has accepted Indo-
nesia’s plan for a judicial inquiry into the
massacre, even though members of the
panel are former senior military officers.
and the U.S. Senate foreign relations com-
mittee is calling on the Bush Administra-
tion to press for a U.N. inquiry. Although
there is now mounting pressure on a reluc-
tant and embarrassed Australia to lead the
international move for a proper resolution
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Australia

of the latest East Timor atrocity, the Aus-
tralian government is caught in a bind.
Both the Whitlam and Fraser govern-
ments gave the wink to Indonesia’s inva-
sion plans in 1975, and in 1979 the Fraser
government parted ways with the U.N. by
recognizing Indonesia’s sovereignty over

East Timor. U.N. resolutions still call for :

an act of self-determination in the strife-
torn former colony. Then, in 1989, the
Hawke government signed the Timor Gap
oil exploration treaty, which depends on
Indonesian sovereignty for its legitimacy.
Canberra is now defending
the treaty before the World
Court in The Hague.

The Dili massacre has
again cast doubts on the
wisdom of Australia’s more
accommodating stance to-
wards the sensitivities of its
Southeast Asian neighbors
on human rights and other
matters. Many observers
believe Australia has tried
too hard and been far too
apologetic about its own
culture and political system
in its dealings with Malaysia
and Indonesia, in an attempt
to gain acceptance as a fully
integrated member of the
newly rich Asian region.

Australia has played a
constructive role as an hon-
est broker in the resolution
of the Cambodian civil war, but it has man-
aged this role because it has few strategic
. or commercial interests at stake. Foreign
Minister Gareth Evans has been nominated
for the Nobel Peace Prize for his initiatives
on Cambodia. On East Timor, where
100,000 to 200,000 people are believed to
have been killed by the Indonesians in the
| past 16 years—a higher proportion of the
population than killed in Pol Pot’s Cambo-
dia—Evans has been all but silent.

The difficulty, says Bruce Grant, former
commentator, diplomat and present chair-
man of the Australia—Indonesia Institute, is
. getting regional support on human rights
issues. “Nobody else in Asia—not the
ASEAN nations, not Japan, not China—
seems to be concerned about these issues,”
Grant says. “Only the Europeans and the
U.S. are interested, and they are a long
way away. On human rights this happens
all the time.”

Nevertheless, Grant, co-author with
Foreign Minister Evans of a new book,
Australia’s Foreign Policy, says Australia
must take a firm position on the killings
and show the Indonesians that they cannot
get away with it. “If the Indonesians can't
understand our concerns they have to be

made to understand,” he says. Australian |

public opinion and human rights values—
“which we should not resile from”—will
| require this.

Despite his two-and-a-half years of
building both government and private
bridges to Indonesia through the institute,
Grant says the Dili massacre reveals some-
thing about Indonesia that the Australian
public has long suspected and is now con-
firmed—something it does not like. For-
eign policy, he says, cannot operate totally
apart from public opinion, which is now
very strongly against the Indonesians.
Grant acknowledges that it was unusual for
Australia to have parted ways with the
U.N. and recognized Indonesia’s claims to

the territory. He says Australia may now
have to re-examine its position.

But a major difficulty—one that existed
even before the Indonesian invasion and
annexation of East Timor—is that the East
Timorese factions, including the indepen-
dence movement Fretilin, have never had
an administrative structure to run a country.
To overcome this problem, Grant believes
arrangements could be made with Aus-
tralia, Indonesia, Portugal and the U.N. to
give the local people time to develop ad-
ministrative skills. Immediately after the
massacre, Prime Minister Hawke suggested
that, as 16 years of occupation had not
broken Fretilin, the Indonesians should sit
down with the East Timorese and discuss
how best to administer the place.

Ithough condemnation of the

massacre and calls for cuts in aid

to Indonesia have now come

from the E.C., Portugal, the
Netherlands and the U.S., regional pow-
ers—including Japan, Indonesia’s biggest
aid donor—have been all but silent. In a
statement immediately after the shootings,
a Japanese foreign ministry official said
that if it had happened it would be “quite a
matter for concern.” It is this disturbing
lack of any real response from Indonesia’s
Asian neighbors that allows some Aus-
tralian diplomats to counsel restraint, even
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Hawke: “The President understands the enormity of what happened”; Try: “they have to be blasted”

. cooperative—with Catholic church offi-

silence, in the face of human rights abuses
in the region.

Australian embassy officers who visited
Dili last week were unable to confirm East
Timorese claims of a second massacre of 60
to 80 people, who were allegedly rounded
up in trucks, driven west of Dili and shot on
Nov. 15, three days after the Dili massacre.
An Australian parliamentary subcommit-
tee will begin public hearings on the Santa
Cruz cemetery atrocity within two weeks.

Survivor Muntz, who has been asked to
testify, says he lived in a state of anxiety,

OdW3L

“varying from extreme uneasiness to gut-
wrenching fear,” from the time he arrived
in Dili five days before the massacre. He
had come to discuss several aid projects—a
fishing venture on the north coast, an agri-
cultural project and a women’s food-stall

cials. Palpable tensions in the dusty colo-
nial town were heightened, says Muntz, by
the proposed visit of a Portuguese par-
liamentary delegation, which the locals
thought would bring about the withdrawal
of the Indonesian military within two or
three months. The visit was cancelled be-
cause of Indonesia’s refusal to grant a visa
to Lisbon-based Australian journalist Jill
Jolliffe, whom it regarded as a Fretilin
sympathizer. But it was the Oct. 28 shoot-
ing of a student activist, Sebastiao Gomes
Rangel, at Dili’s Motael church and the
apparently accidental killing of a pro-
Indonesian factional opponent in the same
incident that set the later events in train.
The first thing Muntz noticed when
Sydney student Bamadhaj picked him up at
the airport were three World War II land-
ing barges on the beach at Dili with six
cannons trained on the town. Later, swim-
ming at a deserted beach, he and a com- |
panion were swooped on by a truckload of ‘
heavily armed soldiers. On a trip across the
island to Suai village, their bus was repeat-
edly stopped at roadblocks and all passen-J‘

58

TIME, DECEMBER 2, 1991



gers were searched. At one roadblock, two
youths were searched and taken away. In
Suai, the priest asked Muntz not to talk to
locals about aid projects because they
would then be interrogated by the military.
An earlier visit by British aid officials had
brought soldiers by helicopter from Dili to
question locals.

When Muntz and Bamadhaj returned to
Dili and learned from American journalists
Allan Nairn and Amy Goodman that there
was to be a memorial service and march to
Rangel’s grave early the next morning, they
sensed impending disaster. Together with
the American journalists and other for-
eigners—British photographer Stephen
Cox, Yorkshire Television cameraman Max
Stahl, an Australian traveler and his Dutch-
born wife—they decided to attend the ser-
vice with as many cameras and recorders
as possible in the hope of constraining the
Indonesian military’s reaction.

hat happened will be the sub-

ject of continuing dispute be-

tween Indonesian army officials

and eyewitnesses. Muntz says
the crowd outside the cemetery was order-
ly when soldiers arrived in trucks and, for
no reason, began firing straight into them.
Fleeing around a corner, he saw little more
of the massacre, but was injured after blun-
dering into a soldier and scrambling over
an iron fence as shots rang out behind him.
He ran through yards and houses, and was
later hidden by a local resident who locked
him in his house and left. The man re-
turned an hour later accompanied by In-
ternational Red Cross official Anton Marti,
who had already taken Muntz’s dying com-
panion, Bamadhaj, to hospital.

Since the shooting, East Timor’s military
commander, Brigadier-General Rudolf
Warouw, has maintained that only 19 dem-
onstrators were killed and 91 wounded after
his troops misheard an order “Don’t fire”
as “Fire.” Warouw has denied that the
5-10 minutes they spent pouring automatic
fire into the crowd was excessive. But
Muntz says he received confidential infor-
mation the day after the massacre that the
actual military count was 83 people killed
in and outside the cemetery with 13 others,
including Bamadhaj, dying in hospital.

After the Indonesian takeover of East
Timor, the killing of six Australia-based
newsmen—although also played down by
successive Australian governments—soured
relations between the two countries. The
widow of one, Shirley Shackleton, now an
East Timor rights campaigner, last week
pointed out in the Melbourne Age that the
Dili massacre was just a more visible exam-
ple of the brutality that has been going on
for years. The deaths of tens of thousands
have been largely ignored. Now, after sever-
al promising years of rapprochement, Aus-
tralians are again reminded of what it is like
to live next door to an authoritarian military
regime that can react with horrifying viol-
ence in the face of demands for freedom. m
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TIME Reflections

Ken Edwards

It's Time . . . Again

john Hewson had just finished briefing his colleagues on what was a wide-ranging
reform program rather than a simple announcement of the long-awaited Oppo-
sition policy on a goods and services tax. Titled FIGHTBACK! IT'S YOUR AUS-
TRALIA, this was a 500-page manifesto the likes of which no Opposition Leader
had produced since, well, since Gough Whitlam launched his program 20 years
ago. Whitlam’s manifesto had been designed to sweep away the smug apathy that
was the almost inevitable result of 23 years of unbroken conservative rule. Hew-
son’s was designed, in his words, to sweep away a tired, divided, paralyzed govern-
ment.

The briefing came the day before Hewson’s manifesto for change was released
for public examination. When it ended, the television cameras were called in to
register the widespread enthusiasm with which coalition M.Ps were expected to
greet the Hewson program. A few overacted, greeting the plan with the sort of de-
light one would associate with the first flush of a love affair rather than with a
blueprint for radical political reform. But there was, nevertheless, a special look on
the faces of most M.Ps. There was real spirit, a sense of optimism, a feeling that
they had indeed been shown the vision splendid.

There was a memory to match this moment. About a month ago, Gough Whit-
lam gave a speech to a Brisbane breakfast club in which he had told a few of his
characteristic jokes, but, overall, it was fairly dull by his standards. Yet, when he fin-
ished, the standing ovation was heartfelt and long. Whatever the mistakes of the
Whitlam government, it was obvious on that midweek morning that Whitlam had
once given those people something they still valued. Perhaps it was the memory of
a vision splendid.

Two decades ago, at a time when politics and issues had become mean and
cramped, Whitlam talked of grand change, massive reform, a changed nation.
Here, he said, here are my answers. Here is my
vision. It was a kingly challenge to drink from
the chalice—to taste the dreams. For a time,
Australians understood the notion of possi-
bility.

In some way there is the same spirit of chal-
lenge in Hewson’s new policies and, whatever
comes of them, that boldness is a contribution
in its own right. At a time when people have
become cautious about phrasing questions, let
alone answers, Hewson has ventured a grand
solution. It is exciting because, if Hewson can
do it, perhaps others can as well.

Certainly Australia needs visions. Of all the
habits surrendered in recent decades, it is the
lost trait of national optimism that is missed
most. Hewson’s manifesto may be hard-edged,
but it has about it an aura of optimism, a sense
that Australians can change their ways and, in
the process, change the nation’s prospects.
Hewson may not be an initiator of grand works like the Snowy Mountains scheme,
but no one can now doubt that he is a leader determined to do more than just gov-
ern, just exercise power. Suddenly, it isn’t so hard to imagine Hewson in the role of
Prime Minister.

The buildup of the GST launch, the presentation and the media interviews all
had the feel of an audition—and Hewson did it well. He managed a subtle shift in
status from Opposition leader to alternate Prime Minister, a shift his predecessors,
Andrew Peacock and John Howard, never managed.

There was one moment when two of his colleagues lifted his arms high in the
salute of a triumphant fighter. For a second Hewson looked embarrassed, but he
went along with it. Somehow it would have made him look ridiculous a few weeks
ago, but he has made a contribution now and it is hard not to take him seriously.
Probably neither man would like the comparison, but for a few days last week a
Whitlamesque Hewson held the headlines with a heady scheme. And the memories
of a more confident, visionary Australia returned.
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leader

flies in for
talks with PM

By foreign affairs writer TONY PARKINSON

AS Australia intensifies
its pressure on the Indone-
sian Government to enter
negotiations over the future
of East Timor, the Prime
Minister, Mr Hawke, has
agreed to meet one of the
top-ranking figures in the
Fretilin resistance.

Mr Jose Ramos Horta, who
is Fretilin’s special represent-
ative at the UN, flew into
Canberra last night. His
meeting with Mr Hawke this
morning will be a rare oppor-
tunity for the resistance to
put its views at the highest
level of the Australian
Government.

However, government offi-
cials in Canberra were stress-
ing last night that Mr Horta
would see the Prime Minister
in his capacity as a prominent
Spokesman for the East Timo-
rese people, not because of his
close links with the guerilla
movement leader, Mr Xanana
Gusmao.

Mr Horta is a long-standing
critic of Australian policy to-
wards East Timor, accusing
Canberra of being too meek in
the face of Jakarta's insist-
ence that events in East
Timor are an internal matter.

But in the aftermath of the

November 12 Dili massacre —
and with growing pressure
from Cabinet and Caucus for
Australia to toughen its stand
— Mr Hawke gave an under-
taking to meet a top-level
East Timorese delegation. Mr
Horta has flown from Europe
to attend. )

News of the meeting came
as the Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade sought to
defend itself against attacks
by Community Aid Abroad
and Amnesty International
over Australia’s response to
the Dili massacre.

Pressure
intensifies

Amnesty, the London-based
human rights organisation,
said the Australian Govern-
ment was “fundamentally
flawed” in the approach it had
adopted.

Appearing before the fed-
eral parliamentary human
rights committee, an Amnesty
official, Mr Andre Frankovits,
said the Government had
erred in expecting the na-
tional commission of inquiry
appointed by the Indonesian
Government to deliver a fair,
credible and impartial finding
on the massacre,

In response, the head of de-
partment’s South-East Asian

desk, Mr Kevin Boreham, told |

the committee the Australian
Government would seek an
undertaking that the Indone-
sian Government guarantee
the protection of witnesses to
its inquiry.

Earlier, a Community Aid
Abroad field officer, Mr Bob
Muntz, had also attacked the
department. Mr Muntz was a
witness to the massacre, and
suffered a wound to his arm
during the shooting.

He claimed he had under-
gone hostile questioning by
officials from the Australian
Embassy in Jakarta in the im-
mediate aftermath of the
incident.

Australian government esti-
mates put the death toll from
the massacre at 75 or more.

The role of Community Aid
Abroad has itself become con-
troversial, Yesterday, the offi-
cial Antara newsagency in Ja-
karta quoted unnamed offj-
cials complaining that the
Australian-based aid group
was dominated by “leftists”
who had engineered and mas-
terminded demonstrations in

Australia against East
Timor’s integration  with
Indonesia.
Mass grave found on army
base — Page 7
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Mass grave

By TONY PARKINSON and AFP

AS an Indonesian investi-
gating team yesterday heard
evidence from East Timor’s
military commander, Briga-
dier-General Rudolf Warouw,
about the massacre there on
November 12, a Darwin-based
journalist said he had pinpoin-
ted the burial site of the vic-
tims of the massacre.

General Warouw’s testimony
is to be followed by that of the
commanding officer of battalion
303, whose men were among
those who opened fire in the
Santa Cruz cemetery. They con-
tend they were forced to defend
themselves against a mob that
had attacked an officer.

The weekly magazine Editor
quoted a local government offi-
cial as saying the officer was
attacked only after he hit a
woman during the procession.

“After the demonstrators
passed by ... two groups of sold-
iers and one from (another) bri-
gade followed them. At that time
I heard them shouting: ‘Shoot,
don’t let them get away’ ... and
afterwards I heard the bangs,”
he told the magazine.

Australia’s ambassador to In-
donesia, Mr Philip Flood is to fly
to East Timor today, the first
ambassador to go there since
the shooting.

A Darwin-based journalist,
Dennis Shultz, who returned
from Dili late last week, yester-
day told The Australian he had
personally inspected a covered
pit measuring 20m by 20m at a
remote Indonesian army camp
at Tibar, 20km outside the East
Timorese capital.

Witnesses in the vicinity of the
camp — which is used as a rifle
range — told him they saw an
army convoy, including two bull-
dozers, drive into the camp on
the night of the massacre. Mr
Shultz believes more shootings
may have occurred at the grave
site on the night of the mas-
sacre, but has been unable to get
eyewitness confirmation.

However, it is understood offi-
cials with the International
Committee of the Red Cross
have also visited the mass grave,
known locally as Faiduma, and it
is believed the governor of East
Timor, Mr Mario Carrascalao, is
conducting an investigation.

Mr Shultz said he had passed
on details to Mr Carrascalao. He
believed the governor was
planning to raise the discovery
with the national commission of

Victims of Timor massacre ‘buried at remote rifle range’

THe AoSTR AU

found on army

"The ash-covered grave site near Dili . . . villagers saw a convoy enter the camp on the

night of the massacre. Inset: Indonesian soldiers patrol Dili — Pictures: DENNIS SHULTZ

inquiry appointed by the
Suharto Government.

According to Mr Shultz, the
witnesses said the pit was the
largest of seven dug before
November 12, He said locals had
interpreted this as a warning to
the Timorese population not to
engage in political agitation dur-
ing a visit by a Portuguese dele-
gation due in late October.

The cancellation of the delega-
tion’s visit by Jakarta prompted
protests which ultimately resul-
ted in Indonesian troops firing
on demonstrators at the Santa
Cruz cemetery. The Indonesian
Government has said 19 people
were killed, but the Australian

Government assesses the death
toll at 75 or more.

Villagers reported to Mr
Shultz the movements of army
vehicles on the night of the mas-
sacre. The slow-moving convoy
consisted of nine trucks followed
by two bulldozers, several wit-
nesses said. They said seven of
the trucks carried corpses.

Additionally, Mr Shultz said
witnesses had insisted there
were also live prisoners taken to
the Faiduma camp on the night
of the massacre. He was told the
prisoners were bound, and in
two army trucks.

As they passed by village huts,
prisoners were quoted as

screaming in Portuguese: “It is
for our country that we die.”

Mr Shultz said he believed this
incident might have given rise to
reports of a second massacre, al-
though he had not been able to
confirm that any of the prison-
ers allegedly seen by locals that
night were later shot.

The Fretilin resistance move-
ment has claimed a second mas-
sacre occurred, where some of
the demonstrators arrested on
November 12 were machine-
gunned to death.

Australian officials told a par-
liamentary inquiry in Canberra
yesterday that they had found
nothing to confirm the reports




EAST Timorese de-
monstrators climbed
over dead bodies to

avoid Indonesian sol- -

diers’ gunfire in the
Dili massacre, an in-
quiry was told
yesterday.

The parliamentary in-
quiry saw video footage of
the November 12 massacre
as Australian eyewitness
Bob Muntz gave a chilling
commentary.

Mr Muntz, his arm in a
sling from injuries suffered
during the bloody melee,
described how he ran for
his life and hid under a bed
in a nearby village.

He said the small Santa
Cruz cemetery entrance
became choked with a pile
of bodies “five feet high™ as
terrified protesters ran for
their lives,

Many were forced to
clamber over the bodies to
escape bullets.

Mr Muntz, a Community
Aid Abroad project officer,

By ADAM CONNOLLY

was giving evidence to the
human rights sub-commit-
tee of the Joint Parlia-
mentary Foreign Affairs,
Defence and Trade Com-
mittee,

He said one East
Timorese lay bleeding for
30 minutes after junior In-
donesian soldiers went to
his aid but were ordered
away by superiors.

Meanwhile, inter-
national diplomatic press-
ure on Indonesia to make
its internal investigation
open, fair and impartial is
increasing.

The Prime Minister, Mr
Hawke, has indicated he
may defer his Indonesian
trip planned for February
if the Indonesian inquiry is
not complete.

He will meet with an
East Timorese delegation
today amid calls by
Amnesty International for
stronger action by Austra-
lia over the massacre.

Amnesty condemned
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Accessories to murder

— WITNESS

the Federal Government's
response to the Kkillings,
saying the Indonesian in-
vestigation had a “basic
lack of credibility”.

“It is almost inconceiv-
able that the evidence
compiled will be accu-
rate,” Amnesty spokes-
man Andre Frankovits
told the inquiry yesterday.

Radio journalist Russell
Anderson also witnessed
the killings and described
in a written submission to
the inquiry how he saw
soldiers systematically
gun down protesters.

“In my opinion it was a
cold-blooded massacre.”
he said.

e

Mr Hawke laments we cannot re- |
voke our recognition of East Timor
as part of Indonesia because it
. would jeopardise our $17 million aid
package for Timor (‘The Age’,
15/11). He is concerned that the Ti-

morese will s

hypocrisy! We

uffer. My god, what
are already accesso-

ries to the murder of 200,000 of

these brave pe

ople.

Larry Marshall,
Niddrie.

Three truck-loads of sol-
diers approached. jumped
out of their vehicles, then
fired into the crowd, Mr
Anderson said.

Many victims were uni-
formed children released
from school.

“It sounded like the
whole 15 in the front row
had their fingers pressed
firmly on the trigger,” Mr
Anderson said.

“They were firing
directly into the crowd.

“Most people, especially
in that initial burst of fire,
would have been shot in
the back running away.”

The testimony is the
most graphic yet on what

happened in the Dili mass-
acre in which the Federal
Government estimates 75
people were killed.

The official Indonesian
figure is 19 dead and 91
injured.

® Pro-Indonesian
youths have criticised
Australian protests and
the official Antara news
agency said yesterday an
Australian aid agency
could have masterminded

_the incident.

A spokesman for the
East Timor wing of the
National Committee of In-
donesian Youth said last
night in Dili that only

HE

| trial.

Bring them to trial

When in Timor in 1975, | was con-
vinced that the only reason indone-
sia invaded East Timor was fear of
communism. Dili's massacre made
me think, are we Indonesians so
uncaring about human life and
rights? Can this incident pass with-
out deep soul searching? Whoever
is responsible should be brought to

those in East Timor had
the right to speak out.

Antara said Community
Aid Abroad may have in-
stigated the incident.

It quoted unnamed
sources as saying the
agency was dominated by
Australian Leftists and
was known to have organ-
ised demonstrations and
other activities in the past
against integration of East
Timor into Indonesia.

It was based on a poig-
nant story by New
Zealander Helen Todd, the
mother of the only fore-
igner killed in the shoot-
ing. last week in the Asian
Wall Street Journal in
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which she said her son
knew of preparations for
pro-independence demon-
strations.

She said 20-year-old Ka-
mal Bamadhaj. who was
acting as Mr Muntz's inter-
preter. had urged other
foreigners to join the
November 12 procession in
the hope their presence
would restrain the
military.

Community Aid Abroad
last night dismissed as
preposterous Indonesian
accusations.

A spokesinan said the
NZ student had volun-
teered to act as interpreter
for Mr Muntz.



Ace

Let’s have action on

By JOHN KIELY

More and more readers are
demanding that Australia take
stronger action over the Dili
massacre.

N SATURDAY 6
O December, 1975, Paul
‘ Spottiswood of Hamilton,
'Queensland, was in Dili, having
been given a telegram to deliver
to Roger East, an Australian
correspondent there. The
telegram, says Mr Spottiswood,
was warning East to leave the
~country because of impending
danger.

“I offered to fly him out, but he
replied: ‘I can’t leave these
people. I am the only one
prepared to help them. We have
sent messages around the world
asking observers to come and see
what is happening here. We have
not had one answer.” As [ walked
away, an official commented to
me, ‘One thing you would have to
say is that he has got guts.’

“Roger East was murdered by
the Indonesians less than 24 hours
later when they invaded Dili. The
world governments, including
those of Australia and America,
hardly commented on the bloody
invasion and have made little
comment since.

“Australia demonstrated a
double standard when we sent
troops to protect an absolute
monarchy in Kuwait (little
democracy in sight yet) and
turned our backs on our nearest
neighbor struggling to implement
democracy after hundreds of
years of colonial rule. Many times
over the years I have thought of
that Australian hero Roger East.
The Timorese were our friends.
Roger East did have guts. By
contrast our ruling politicians,
over the past 16 years have
demonstrated no guts.”

HE RESPONSE of many
I Australians to Indonesia’s
inexcusable behavior in
East Timor is appropriate and
encouraging, but misgivings
persist, says William L. James of
Bayswater.

“Would these same Australians
countenance massive
rearmament, without which our
objections can be dismissed as
empty, moralistic bombast?
Many, perhaps most, of those
execrating Indonesia would
condemn illiberal aspects of the
Philippines and South Korean
governments with equal
enthusiasm. But does their moral
outrage and activism extend to
the far worse Vietnamese, North
Korean and Chinese regimes?”
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EAN GEOFFREY of Bondi
D writes: “My dear friend
Kamal is now dead,

murdered by a soldier from an
army and a government out of
control. About 200,000 East
Timorese have met a similar end.
The people want the freedom
taken from them 16 years ago.

“The hypocrisy of the Federal
Government makes me ill. After
waving goodbye to our troops
attempting to liberate Kuwait, our
Prime Minister said, ‘No large
country will invade a smaller one
and get away with it.” Recently
the whole world imposed
sanctions and arms embargos
against South Africa and Iraq to
force change non-violently. We
must now immediately do the
same against Indonesia.”

HE INDONESIAN
I Government, through its
involvement in the
slaughter, has become a burden

for all Indonesians, says Michael
Dahm of Richmond. “Why have

2

we also been shouldered with this
burden of ignorance, with our
recognition of Indonesia’s
sovereignty? There is little we as
individuals can do directly about
the behavior of the Indonesian
Government, but we are
responsible for the Government
we elect. Indirectly we are
involved in this killing if we do not
petition directly those we elect to
represent us.”

OOK OUT, Jakarta!

I exclaims David Carr of
Aireys Inlet. “Here he
comes prancing and dancing. The

periphrastic senator who put F-

111s over Tasmania is about to
help you show the world that
nothing much really happened in
Timor. Funny, but once again we
are on the same side as oil.

“Now is the time for us to act
with honor and determination, not
to offend Indonesia, though that
may be a consequence, but to
insist on freedom and nationhood
for Timor.”

ARGARET SHANAHAN
M of Beechworth was in

East Timor with her
husband 18 years ago. “As we
were going up a steep mountain
road, the driver stopped his 4WD
and called down the steep side to
the valley below to an old man
living there in a cottage, telling
him that we were Australians. The
man walked all the way up to
greet us because he had known
our boys in the war. These were

Dili

the kind, gentle people who
thought Aussies were great,
someone who would help them if
ever they needed it. Within a
matter of months we had turned
our backs on them. Where was the
famous Aussie mateship then and
where is it now? What has
happened to the Labor movement
that they could stand by and do
nothing but speak a few cross
words to Indonesia?”’

AVE OUR POLITICIANS
H lost touch with most of the

Australian public? asks
Steven Benedict of Blairgowrie.
“Or has the Australian public lost
interest in what their politicians
do and say? At stake are basic }
human rights.

“Our Government should
withdraw recognition of Indonesia
as the legal representative of East|
Timor. Any government that
commits acts of violence against
its own people should lose the
right to represent them. When a
military occupying force starts to |
execute innocent civilians with
impunity in full view of the world
media, democratic nations have a
moral responsibility to ensure
such military force is rendered
ineffective. By failing to act
resolutely, we place our own
democracy at risk.

“And when the cohorts of one of
the bloodiest regimes in Europe
can stop the sale of a peace song
‘Stop the War in Croatia’ by
threatening terrorist activities
here in Australia, I ask you my
fellow citizens, what have you
done about our Government
inaction?”

NE EPISODE in a 16-year
O bloodbath is captured on

film and we all stand
pathetic and ashamed, writes
Peter Parry of Westbourne Park,
South Australia. ‘‘Most notably
ashamed should be Gareth Evans,
Bob Hawke and John Hewson, and
topping the list a business leader
who claimed that this ‘peripheral
issue’ should not interfere with us
selling these butchers our military
wares. Maybe he has a large wine
cellar to support.

“Perhaps we are all scared.
Could this letter mean that one
day I may be on an Indonesian
Army Battalion 770 death list? . ..
in 10 years ... in 20 years? I
certainly hope not, but the politics |
of appeasement make it only
more likely.

“It was reported that a young
Timorese was disembowelled by
the Indonesian soldiers. Please
excuse the black humor, but that’s
one thing our leaders need never
be afraid of. Humanity and justice
demand sanctions and the raising
of East Timorese self-
determination at the UN.”




Hawkeé T

By MARK METHERELL,
dipiomatic correspondent,
Canberra

The Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, to-
day will break a long-standing prac-
tice of shunning East Timorese lead-
ers and meet representatives of the
resistance movement fighting Indo-
nesian control.

Mr Hawke will meet Jose Ramos
Horta, an envoy of Xanana Gusmao,
the East Timorese guerilla leader,
and four other Timorese resistance
representatives in the first meeting of
its kind in many years.

Amnesty International described
the Hawke Government’s response to
*»a 12 November Dili massacre as

“fundamentally flawed” yesterday.

Amnesty told a federal parliamen-
tary committee hearing that the Gov-
ernment had put great store on Indo-
nesia’s National Investigation
Commission into the killings but the
commission’s inquiry was incapabie
of meeting Australia’s own criteria of
fairness, openness or thoroughness.

The campaign director of Amnesty
in Australia, Mr Andre Frankovits,
told the parliamentary human rights
subcommittee that an independent
investigation under the auspices of
the United Nations was absolutely
crucial

Mr Frankovits said Amnesty Inter-
national recognised the significance
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of Indonesia establishing the inquiry,
which was unprecedented by Indone-
sian standards. However, the commis-
sion did not meet minimum standards
of impartiality, independence and
forensic expertise, no matter how
much the Australian Government
might wish otherwise, he said.

The Amnesty call for UN involve-
ment comes amid unconfirmed
reports that the Secretary-General,
Mr Perez de Cuellar, has dispatched
an official to Jakarta to discuss a
possible UN role.

Bui Mr Hawke’s meeting with the
East Timor leaders will effectively
put more pressure on the Indonesian
Government to take a conciliatory

approach towards East Timor, which
it annexed in 1975. The Government
has avoided such meetings in recent
years because of sensitivities about
Australia’s recognition of Indonesia’s
occupation of East Timor and today’s
meeting is likely to unsettle the
Jakarta Government.

In his address to the human rights
subcommittee, Mr Frankovits listed
10 grounds for Amnesty’s rejection of

‘the Indonesian inquiry, including:

® The Indonesian Government had
never conducted an adequate inquiry
into human rights violations in East
Timor.

® The commission did not include
any delegate of genuinely indepen-

t Timor guer

dent or impartial stature.

@ Statements and actions of the mili-
tary and some officials at best cast
serious doubt over the commitment to
establish the truth or to hold those
responsible to account.

® The authorities had hindered
efforts to establish accurately the
number and identities of victims.

@ The official version of events had
been steadfastly reiterated despite
the evidence disputing it.

@ It was almost inconceivable that
testimony would be complete and ac-
curate, given questions about wheth-
er Timorese witnesses would risk tes-
tifying and that to testify the
Timorese would in effect be forced to
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recognise Indonesian jurisdiction.

The committee also heard an eye-
witness account of events in Dili on
12 November from a Community Aid
Abroad worker, Mr Bob Muntz, who
criticised the hostile way an Austra-
lian diplomat had interviewed him
about the incident.

Mr Muntz said that an officer of the
Australian Embassy who had inter-
viewed him had seemed intent on cor-
roborating Indonesian claims that the
shootings had been provoked by an
attack by protesters on an army
major.

This was denied by the Department

i irs.
of Foreign Affal Page 13: Letters.



Career doubt
for Dili /e
general: PM

By MARK METHERELL,
Canberra,
and REUTER

The Prime Minister, Mr Hawke,
yesterday hinted that the Dili mas-
sacre had damaged the political
ambitions of the chief of the Indo-
nesian military, General Try
Sutrisno, who has defended his sol-
diers’ actions.

Mr Hawke said that General Try
had been talked about as the suc-
cessor to President Suharto. But
the Dili massacre had “created
some internal tensions and new
dynamics in regard to possible
successions there, and that in-
cludes the general”, Mr Hawke
said.

Asked if the Australian Govern-
ment would be worried if General
Try became president, Mr Hawke
said the Government could not
take “a great deal of comfort” out
of the comments attributed to
General Try, who was reported as
saying a day after the 12 Novem-
ber massacre that dissidents
should be wiped out.

Speaking on Channel Nine’s
‘Sunday’ program, Mr Hawke also
acknowledged that it could be dif-
ficult for him to go to Indonesia in
February, as planned, if the inqui-
ry into the killing were still going.

It might be that both Indonesia
and Australia could come to “the
mutual conclusion that in a con-
text llke that it may not be the
most appropriate context to pro-
ceed. Let’s see about that”.

Mr Hawke said the Government
was following every line of inquiry
to see how the United Nations
could be involved in the East
Timor affair. It estimates that
about 75 people were killed on 12
November.

Reuter reported from Lisbon
yesterday that the UN Secretary-
General, Mr Javier Perez de Cuel-
lar, had said that a UN envoy was
on his way to Jakarta to negotiate
conditions for a UN mission to vis-

it East Timor to investigate the
killings.

Australian officials said last
night they had no details of the
reported UN move.

In Dili yesterday, the Indone-
sian Government commission in-
vestigating last month’s army
shooting of mourners in East Ti-
mor said that it was difficult to get
witnesses to talk.

“It is not so easy to meet them
(witnesses and relatives of vic-
tims) and to ask them. Will they
explain openly? It's quite a prob-
lem for us. .. It is not easy to open
their mouths,” Mr Djaelani, the
Supreme Court judge leading the
inquiry, told reporters.

Diplomats said some of those
wounded in the shooting were too
scared to go to hospitai. The 89
people who did have been in a mil-
itary hospital for nearly three
weeks with visitors allowed only
from the International! Red Cross.

Mr Djaelani said another prob-
lem for the commission had arisen
as a result of divisions among the
people of Dili, who were split into
factions for and against integra-
tion with Indonesia.

“If one group gives information
to us about the other group, the
other group will report to the
police,” he said. -

“If the people we meet go miss-
ing, who will guarantee (their
safety)?”

One commission member, Mr
Sugiman, a senior official in the
interior ministry, appealed to
journalists to stop following the
investigators in their search for
witnesses.

The local Governor, Mr Mario
Viegas Carrascalao, has given the
commission a 300-page report on
the shooting. Local sources said it
was critical of the army.

Asked by reporters what he
thought of the strong foreign reac-
tion to the shooting, the Governor
said: “That’s why we have to take
measures against those who took a
simple decision.”
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By TERRY FRIEL
in Jakarta

THE Australian embassy yes-
terday denied reports that
the ambassador, Mr Philip
Flood, had dismissed the
Dili shootings as “a small in-
cident”,

In a front-page story, the
Jayakarta newspaper yes-
terday quoted Mr Flood as
saying the shootings were a
small problem which should
not be allowed to damage
the relationship between
Indonesia and Australia.

The paper quoted Mr Flood
as saying: “Indonesia and
Australia have long been
friends. In taking an inven-
tory, the value and cost of

LRAGANS

denies playin

the co-operation is so signi-

ficant and positive that it

would be unfortunate if a

small incident in Dili ...

should reverse it to a zero.”

But a spokesman present
when Mr Flood spoke said
the report was wrong.

“We categorically deny it —
the ambassador was mis-

quoted,” he said.
“What the ambassador ac-
tually said was: ‘We will not

Y

down Dili shootings

throw all this (good bilat-
eral relations) away because
of one problem, although it
is an important problem’.”

Mr Flood flew to Dili yester-

day to prepare a report on

the shootings for the Prime

Minister, Mr Hawke, and
Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs, Senator Evans.

Senator Evans arrives in Ja-
karta on December 19 for a
two-day visit.

&li

head of the indonesian inquiry into the shootings, Justi :
AAP commander, Brigadier-General Rudolf Warouw, at a briefing on the team's efforts — AFP picture
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ce Djaelani, left, talks to East Timor's military




ple filmed, it would be easy to dismiss this film
as just a left over of the "80s “me” infatuation.
Not so: Sacred Sex shows that the potential for
human beings in the area of sexuality is far
beyond what we are socially conditioned to
expect, '

If materialists find the word “sacred” oo much
to take, at least it is clear from this. film that
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Sydney Sat, 25 April, 1992 — 21 nights inclusive tour. Write o
Holiday Club Intémational Pty Ltd, 278 Stephensons Rd, Mt
Waverley, Vic 3149,

PUBLICATIONS

Campo Rebelde, a monthly bulletin of news, analysis and
information on El Salvador. A publication of Radio Farabundo

- Marti — voice of the Salvadoran people in struggle. 30 pp A4

Subscriptions: $25 per year. Radio Farabundo Marti PO Box
4339, Melboume University, Victoria 3052, Ph (03) 349 1290,
Blast; the Canberra-based magazine of social comment and
the arts, promises subscribers articles on ethics, morality and
culture, science, literature and public life, Their current sub-
scription offer includes a copy of the late Dorothy Green's book,
Whiter Reader Critic. $25 with book or $15 to PO Box 3514,
Manuka 2603, . '

Vival New national anti-racist quarterly. News, articles,
photos, postry welcome. Subscriptions $20 for 1 year. To:
CARE, PO Box 159, Mt Lawley WA 6050.

New Left Revlew Issue 187 {MayiJune) now available from
Resistance Bookshops, or posted for $10 from PO Box 515,
Broadway, NSW 2007.

Uraniuim Minlig in Austialia. £ Kovement Against Uranium
Mining publication. Cost$1.20 plus postage and packing 90 cts.
Write to MAUM, PO Box K133 Haymarket NSW 2000,
Crossroads—U.S. magazine of contemporary political analy-
sis and left dialogue. Available from Resistance Bookshops, or
posted for $4 from PO Box 515, Broadway, NSW 2007.
Underdog Magazine!] Oz culture, bAw art, short stories, po-
efry, cartoons, Send for free copy PO Box 810 Cowandilla SA
5033. Contributions welcome. (A4 size).

SERVICES

Removalists: Need something moved, or moving house. We
can help with a smalf truck, fora modest fee. Ring Dan (02)517
1862 (AH) or John (02) 818 1220 (AH).

MUSIC LESSONS: Ricardo Andino, musician and qualified

" music teacher. Singing and variety of instruments. Very rea-

sonable rates. Phone {02) 568 2505 for Informaton,

MOVEMENT MATTERS: Politically and ecologically sound
exercise making your bod a better bod. Weekly sessions cover
stretching, Feldenkrals movement and Tai Chi. Every Sunday
10am at The Warehouse, 31 Terrace St, New Farm, Brisbane.

extraordinary advances in pleasure and health

are easily available if people choose to investi~

gate.

The Liberal Party’s Waste Watch committes
choked on that. It has protested that $270,000
of taxpayers’ money has been wasted on this
film. When the shortened version hits the ABC
next year, Fred Nile will tie himself in knots (but

Cheap rates with part of proceeds to Green Left Weeldy. Info:
{07) 266 4281,

WANTED

SECONDHAND BOOKS. Do you have unwanted progressive,
poiitical, movement, informative or interesting books. The Re-
sistance Bookshop in Adelaide will gratefully accept them,
Phone Chris on (08) 231 6982 for pick up, or drop into 34A
Hindley St, Adelaide.

Help from Sydney Green Left enthusiasts to wrap GL
subscriptions for posting. Monday after 6 p.m. or Tuesday
momings. Good company guaranieed. Phone 690 1977 if you
can help.

We could use your pre-loved goodies for a GLW jumble
sale. Plants, fumiture, clothes, books and bric-a-brac. Deliver
to 14 Anthony St, Melboume {near Victoria Markets) or phone
uson (03) 329 1277,

Distributors for GLW In country towns. Can you distribute-
a small bundle of Green Left Waekly in your town or suburb?
Phane our business office in Sydney, {02) 690 1230.

Typlsts needed to help with Green Left Weekiy. Any day,

any'time, any leve! of skil,, your assistance will be very much
appraciated. Phone Sydney 690 1230,

ADVERTISING RATES:

One to three repeats: $3 for 30 words or less, 15 cents each
additional word.

Four 1o nine repeats: $2.50 for 30 words or less, 12 cents
each additional word,

Ten or more repeats: $2 for 30 words or less, 10 cents each
additional word.

Numbers, area codes and talephone numbers count as aword.
Words in upper case count as two words,

We provide a forwarding service for Personals in the GLW
Classifieds. For a one ime charge of $10 added to the cost of
your Classified ad, we will give you a GLW Classified number
and forward responses to your ad every week Confidentiality
guaranteed, o

Text of ads must be received by the Thursday prior to publica-
tion and must be accompanied by full paymentand your phone
number (for verification). Send to: Groen Left Weekly, PO Box
394, Broadway NSW 2007

itis to the film makers’ credir that within the
wlirl of commercial exploitation of sex they
have managed to produce this straightforward
and interesting account. It will be fascinating to
watch the sacred cows being defended when it
reaches the TV screens. m

Timely pamphlet\ |
on Timor

Opening Up. Travellers’ impressions of
East Timor 1989-1991

Edited and compiled by Kirsty Sword and
Pat Walsh

Australia East Timor Association. 1991,
50pp. $5

Avdilable from AETA, PO
3065 »
Reviewed by Melanie Sjoberg

Bey 93, Fifzroy

This is an extremely pertinent pamphlet pro-
duced to provide insights into the difficulties of
life in East-Timor and the limitations on the
ability of the people to organise. The articles
also reinforce the importance of keeping Indo-
nesia and East Timor open to scrutiny at a time
when the Suharto regime is increasing its re-
pression,

Not that visiting East Timor in and of itself
necessarily affords an exposure to the tragedy
of life for the repressed peoples. As Pat Walsh
points out in the opening article, “24 Hours In
Dili”, “Tt would be tragically simple to visit Dili
(which is not East Timor) on a Sunday, stay in
ahotel in the business district (and therefore be
physically and socially removed from the peo-
ple) see nothing out of the drdinary and con-
clude that everything is normal”.

The determination of one British traveller is
tested at length as he describes the various
schemes attempted by the Indonesian authori-

" 1ies to restrict his movements.

“Timor seemed like one mass grave”, wrote
one visitor. “Every Timorese to whom I talked
about self-determination, including those who
accept integration as a fait accompli, agreed that
the greag majority of Timorese are unreconciled
to Indonesianirule and would change their po-
lirical status if they could”, stated another.

Shirley Shackleton, wife of one of the Austra-
lian journalists murdered during the invasion in
1975, has contributed an article full of sharp
images of the difficulties encountered in the
daily routine of women. She articulates the on-
erous tasks with which they are burdened be-
cause of limited access to health care, housing
and sanitation.

Another article by a tourist observing protests
during January 1990 reminds us that the strug-
gles have been ongoing, although mostly un-
known to the international community.

Overall, this pamphlet offers a cheap and ac-
cessible opportunity to understand the lives of
the people struggling for justice and their right
to determine their own future. m
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tember so that they would take me

seriously,” says Ferry. “Now that

they are paying attention, I really
don’t want blood money. I want to
be reinstated. I want the church to
invite me back to my rightful place
in the church family.”

TIMOR

| JOURNALIST FIRED

‘Three journalists of the popular In-
donesian weekly Jakarta Jakarta
have been fired for reporting on
anti- govemment demonstrations
that ended in the shooting deaths of
an estimated 200 unarmed protest-
ers in Indonesian-occupied East Ti-
mor last November 12.

The Toronto-based East Timor
Alert Network (ETAN) says the
whereabouts. of the three, Seno

“Gumira Ajidarma, Usep Herma-

‘wan and J.J. Waskito Trisnoadl,
are unknown; but their firing -has
been confirmed by the Committee

for the_Protection of Journalists -|. 1
~shootings.

and Asla Watch in the U.S.

“This is just one in a long string of

human rights abuses,” says David
Webster, an ETAN spokesperson.

1 “It’s like this in East Timor all the

time. There’s a real crackdown by
the Indonesian mlhtary on any kind
of dissent. .

According to reports smuggled to
Timorese refugee communities in

" Australia-and Austria, the demon-

strators, about 4,000 strong, were

1S
part of a procession walking to the
grave of pro-independence activist
Sebastiao Gomes, who had been
killed by soldiers two weeks earlier.

Although the incident drew wide-
spread international condemnation,
its _aftermath went unreported
abroad. About 80 protesters arrest-
ed after the incident were takento a
dry river bed outside the capital.
They were ordered to strip and dig
their own graves before being shot,
says Webster.

Denys Lallberte, an external af-
fairs spokesperson, says the Cana-
dian government is.unaware of the

latter incident, but pointed out that
external affairs minister Barbara

McDougall has asked fora meeting
in Ottawa with Indonesian foreign
minister Ali Alltas to discuss hu-
man rights abuses in Indonesia. °
Laliberte noted that Indonesia has
issued an interim report of the Na-
tional Commission of Inquiry into
the incident and that president

Suharto has publicly apologized to -

the families of victims. The presi-
dent has also fired two army gener-
als said to be responsible for the

“We know there are different
numbers coming from  different
sources, .but the fact remains the
government of Indonesia is taking
responsibility,” says Laliberte.

_ A spokesperson for. the Indones-

. ian consulate in Toronto declined to

comment on the incidents, pointing
instead to the report of the Natlonal
Commission.

—EDM .

TOYOTA TAPS

GAY MARKET

In a little-noticed move with po- .
tentially dramatic implications,
Toyotadealers in Australia are test-
ing a series of car ads aimed at gay
customers. The ads defy the con-
ventions of automotive advertising
and challenge. traditional defini-

| tions of the family — a move that

has already upset some right-wing
groups-in the United States.

One ad, which ran in December in
the gay magazine Outrage, depict-
ed two thirtyish men, a pair of Dal-
matians and a picnic basket besidea
Toyota Seca Ultima. Its headline —
The Family Car. The text says,
“When we talk to you about a fam-
ily car, we mean a car that is big’
enough for a couple and their
friends to stretch out in comfort.”

The ads, created by Bluestone
Media, a Melbourne agency spe-
cializing in gay media, will run in,
Outrage and other publications for
two months.

Mindy Geller, a Toyota spokes-
person in Los Angeles, said there
are no immediate plans to expand
the'campaign to this country. Nev-

| ertheless, the ads have angered

some right-wing organizations
here. The arch-conservative Amer-
ican Family Assoclation has |
called fora boycott of Toyota.—TR

(This article originally appeared in
the San Francico Bay Guardian.) @




Dili toll higher: Ti

By MOSES MANOHARAN,
Dili, Wednesday

The Governor of East Timor, Mr
Mario Viegas Carrascalao, has
said that far more people were
killed than the Indonesian army
claimed when troops fired on
mourners last month. He said most
were shot down while praying.

“The minimum figure now, if
you take into account all the fig-
ures that have been mentioned
and what I myself saw, I believe it
is between 50 and 100 for sure,” he
said last night.

Mr Carrascalao is the first Indo-
nesian official to publicly refute
the army version of events in the
Santa Cruz cemetery in Dili on 12
November.

The army said that 19 died when
troops fired to defend themselves
from a dangerous mob. Other re-
ports say that the shooting was un-
provoked and have put the death
toll at up to 180. The deaths
sparked an international outcry.

The Governor said that he had
himself seen one truckload of bod-
ies after the shooting, and said the
tigure might be even higher. He
warned that he would resign
unless a Government commission
investigating the shooting pub-
lished the truth.

The European Community yes-
terday joined the growing number
of countries demanding that Indo-
nesia allow an independent inves-
tigation commission to visit the
former Portuguese colony.

Mr Carrascalao said the firing
went on for about two minutes and
that most of those shot were pray-
ing inside the cemetery. They

were attending a memorial ser-
vice for a separatist killed in riots
between supporters and opponents
of the annexation.

Mr Carrascalao said that only a
few people had stood outside the
cemetery shouting slogans in sup-
port of Fretilin guerillas. He
accused a secret force of pro-Indo-
nesian vigilantes for creating the
situation that led to the violence.

The Governor said that the
army in East Timor appeared
deeply divided between hard-lin-
ers and those, like the local mili-
tary commander, who wanted .a
softer approach. He said Briga-
dier-General Rudolf Warouw had
a more humane strategy but he
doubted whether the general was
In complete control. He said that
members of the military had com-
plained to him about the large
number of intelligence
organisations in East Timor.

Mr Carrascalao said he believed
that General Warouw had become
the target of hard-liners after the
mllitary commander let people
demonstrate during a visit by a US
official last year.

He urged Jakarta to pull out all
the troops sent to East Timor to
tight Fretilin and leave behind
only those trained to deal with
civilians in peacetime.

In Brussels, the European Com-
munity yesterday called for an in-
dependent inquiry into the massa-

cre and warned that cooperation’

with Jakarta could be threatened
by the Kkillings.

MARK METHERELL reports
from Canberra: The Foreign Min-
ister, Senator Evans, supported an

investigation into the Dili massa-
cre by the UN Commission on
Human Rights.

He also risked the wrath of Indo-
nesia by raising the possibility of
the UN helping in the longer-term
reconciliation- of the East Timor-

OS//13. /9

maor

ese issue — a step the East Timor-
ese resistance insists would have
to include self-determination for
the territory.

Next week, Australia and Indo-
nesia are scheduled to sign agree-
ments allowing oil and gas explo-

‘Governor

Mr Carrascalao: the first Indonesian official to refute the army’s version of events at Dili.

ration in the Timor Sea. The
ceremony is expected to take
place somewhere in Australia,
although the venue is being shift-
ed from Darwin because of Indo-
nesian security concerns.

— Reuter
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Indonesia

YT
rejects special

status for East Timor

Jakarta, Thursday

The Indonesian Home Affairs Minis-
ter, Mr Rudini, has rejected calls to
give East Timor a special status like
Aceh in northern Sumatra and Jogja-
karta in Java, newspapers reported
yesterday.

Mr Rudini said that East Timor,
where the shooting of civilians by
Indonesian troops last month in the
capital, Dili, caused an international
outcry, would not gain any advantage
from a special status.

“I can change the name now, but
what good will it do?”

Officials said the special status of
Aceh and Jogjakarta was symbolic
and all 27 provincial governors,

' including East Timor’s Governor, Mr

Mario Viegas Carrascalao, come
under the Home Affairs Ministry.

Mr Rudini sald that instead of
creating a special administrative sta-
tus for East Timor “it is better to cre-
ate more profitable rules”.

“East Timor export commodities
could be shipped directly from Dili
instead of from Surabaya (East
Java). So the profit goes to East
Timor,” he was quoted as saying in
the ‘Kompas’ daily.

This comment toes the official line
that economic woes and high unem-
ployment are behind East Timor’s
unrest since it was annexed by Indon-
esia in 1976.

Mr Rudini was replying to a pro-
posal by an MP, Mr Marzuki Darus-
man, of the ruling Golkar party that
the former Portuguese colony should
be given a special status.

Mr Darusman did not elaborate,
only making a comparison with Aceh
and Jogjakarta. .

According to diplomatic sources

here some countries including Aus-
tralia want Indonesia to create a
special status for East Timor which
does not jeopardise its incorporation
into Indonesia.

No foreign power has defined
special status. But the Australian
Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, has
talked of a cultural identity for East
Timor.

Mr Rudini said that despite the
special tags for Aceh and Jogjakarta,
their administration was no different
from the rest of the country.

Aceh, where Islamic feelings and
parochialism have fanned unrest for
years, and Jogjakarta, the former
capital, gained their special status
because of their role in the indepen-
dence struggle against the Dutch.

The Australian ambassador, Mr
Philip Flood, told Antara newsagency
the reopening of a consulate in Dili,
which was closed in 1971, would be
discussed during the visit of the Aus-
tralian Foreign Minister, Senator
.Evans, later this month.

Mr Flood arrived in Dili yesterday

as a guest of Mr Carrascalao. He met |

the Roman Catholic Bishop, Carlos
Felipe Ximenes Belo, and the army
commander in East Timor, Brigadier-
General Rudolf Warouw. Mr Flood,
Bishop Belo and General Warouw all
declined comment on their talks.

On the eighth day of their fact-
tinding visit, three of the mebers of
the National Investigative Commis-
sion met Mr Carrascalao again. The
members and the Governor had al-
ready met at least three times.

They later joined the other four
team members to meet Dili’s police
chief, Colonel Ishak Kodijat.

— AFP
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ONE of Indonesia’s most
powerful ministers yester-
day quashed Australian
moves to open a consulate
in East Timor and accused
Canberra of hurting his
country by playing politi-
cal games.

The Defence Minister,
Mr Benny Murdani, who is
also Acting Foreign Minis-

ter, said there was no
reason for Australia to
open a consulate in the
provincial capital, Dili.

The Prime Minister, Mr
Hawke, said earlier this
week he had issued in-
structions to Australian
ambassador Mr Philip
Flood to visit East Timor
with a view to opening a
consulate.

Fepae 0N T 6e /(]

Indonesia scor

“I consider it strange,”
Mr Murdani said.

“If there are hundreds of
Australians, it would be
OK, but because there are
not Australia is only pur-
suing its own interests.

“If the desire to open a
consulate is related to this
incident (the November 12
Dili massacre) it ... is

ns ¢onsulate bid

clear it will interfere with
the internal affairs of In-
donesia.”

He also scorned reported
comments by Mr Hawke
calling for a United Nat-
ions peace-keeping force
for East Timor — suggest-
ing they were in response
to domestic political
pressure,
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Dili a tragedy,
but hold fire
on Indonesia

By H.W.

ARNDT

WHAT happened in Dili on
November 12 is a tragedy — for
Timor, for Indonesia, for Aus-
tralia.

For Timor obviously because of
the loss of innocent lives. For In-
donesia because it has put at risk
a marked trend towards a more
open society, domestically and in-
ternationally. For Australia be-
cause it has aroused dormant
hostility towards Indonesia,
partly traditionally racist, partly
ideologically motivated, in a hate
campaign which is liable to set
back years of effort to link Aus-
tralia more closely with its Asian
neighbours.

What happened in Dili, how and
why, is not yet clear. Whether
soldiers panicked when they
thought demonstrators were re-
sorting to violence, whether an
order to shoot was given by a jun-
ior or more senior local officer, all
this will have to be determined by
the official inquiry. Whoever the
culprits prove to have been, they
deserve the strongest condemna-
tion and appropriate punishment
by the Indonesian Government
for their monstrous behaviour.

What is clear is that, as Senator
_Gareth Evans has pointed out,
the Government of Indonesia ap-
pears to have been taken totally
unawares. To seek to punish it by
suspension of diplomatic, trade or
aid relations is as unwarranted
and irrational as would be an As-
sociation of South-East Asian
Nations breach of diplomatic re-
lations with Australia to punish
the Australian Government for
Aboriginal deaths in custody or
for the Strathfield massacre.

The anti-Indonesian lobby, of
course, maintains that East
Timor should have been given in-
dependence when Portugal aban-
doned it in 1975. Many well-mean-
ing people, ignorant of the back-
ground, have been taken in by
this argument. In fact, the case is
weak - diplomatically, histori-
cally, pragmatically, politically.

¢Independence
case is weak?

Indonesia had, and has, as good
a claim to East Timor as India
had to Goa when Nehru ordered
the Indian army to annex that
Portuguese colony in 1862, Indo-
nesians do not see why part of
their archipelago, inhabited by
people identical in ethnic com-
position and language with those
of West Timor, should for all time
be separated because Pope Alex-
ander VI in 1494 awarded the
eastern half of the world to Por-
tugal, and the Dutch never both-
ered to take over the uninviting
territory. The East Timorese are
different from the Javanese, but
so are many other ethnic groups
in that multicultural country.

For decades after independence
Indonesia was content to leave
East Timor in Portuguese hands,
reluctant to saddle itself with yet
another poor province while its
own economic resources were se-
verely strained.

But when Portugal, under a
left-wing government, decided to
abandon the colony in the wake
of the communist conquest of
South Vietnam, when there was
much concern in South-East Asia
that Hanoi would spread its influ-
ence by encouraging the commu-
nist insurgents still active in
Thailand, the Philippines and
Malaysia; when Frelimo (the
Revolutionary Front for an Inde-
pendent Mozambique) was set-
ting up a Marxist regime in Mo-
zambique; and Fretilin (modelled
on Frelimo) armed by military
emissaries from Lisbon overran
the territory by force in a bloody
though brief civil war with its
rival factions, Uniao Democratica
Timorense and Apodate; the In-
donesian Government, thor-
oughly alarmed by the apparent
threat of a Cuba on its doorstep,
reluctantly sent in its army.

In retrospect, had Suharto not
been so cautious and delayed ac-
tion so long, he might have
achieved what Nehru did without
any loss of life.

Reckless allegations have been

made about the number of lives
lost — 200,000 or 300,000 East Ti-
morese killed during the Indone-
sian occupation. Such figures
have no foundation in fact. They
have their origin in a comparison
between a pre-1975 census and a
survey by the Catholic Church
made after 1975, when much of
the population had fled from the
fighting into the hills and could
not be enumerated.

The apparent shortfall was ea-
gerly seized upon by propagan-
dists and has since become en-
trenched through mutual cita-
tion. Careful examination of the
evidence by The Sydney Morning
Herald journalist Peter Rogers
and others at the time suggested
that, if allowance is made for East
Timorese who fled from Fretilin
forces to West Timor and later to
Australia and Portugal, total loss
of life was probably about 30,000 —
including some 5000 deaths dur-
ing the civil war and Indonesian
occupations and another 25,000
who may have died in the after-
math through malnutrition and
disease.

Even these are terrible figures,
but the blame lies as much with
Fretilin as with Indonesia, and
nothing justifies a hate-inspired
tenfold exaggeration.

It is being argued that East
Timor has a right to self-deter-
mination and independence, by
analogy with the Ukraine or Ku-
wait. East Timor in 1875, a totally
underdeveloped and poverty-
stricken territory, neglected for
400 years by its colonial rulers,
was in no way comparable to the
Ukraine with its population of
over 50 million and with rich nat-
ural resources or to Kuwait with
its vast oil wealth — both of them
amply endowed with professional,

technical and administrative
skills.
An independent East Timor

would have become a mendicant
State, indefinitely dependent on
foreign aid. It is not obvious that
any group of people have a god-
given right to political indepen-
dence and statehood, regardless
of political or economic viability.

Nor, for that matter, is there
much evidence that the people of
East Timor want independence.

Fretilin enjoys the support of
some hundreds of urban people
with aspirations to leadership or
government jobs in an indepen-
dent State, and of remaining
pockets of guerillas in the hills.
There is no evidence that the ma-
jority, who have benefited greatly
from very large Indonesian ex-
penditure on health and educa-
tion services — the number of
schools has risen from 15 to more
than 600 and a university has
been established — and on roads
and other infrastructure, are dis-
satisfied with life in Indonesia’s
27th province.

Those are the facts. As to policy,
it is clearly unrealistic to expect
Indonesia to give up East Timor.
One must hesitate to make policy
suggestions, for fear that they
will be discredited in Indonesian
eyes if the Government appears
to be acting under foreign pres-
sure, but there are at least two
concessions that the Indonesian
Government may be willing to
make to mollify the activist
minority in East Timor.

One is to give East Timor, for a
period, the status of special re-
gion, with perhaps a greater
measure of local autonomy than
the two present special regions —
Yogyakarta and Aceh,

The other is to earmark for the
East Timor provincial develop-
ment budget part of the revenue
from the joint Australian-Indo-
nesian offshore oil project, if and
when oil is found.

When Australians indulge in
the luxury of moral indignation,
they should not delude them-
selves about the magnitude of
political leverage that Australia
commands in this situation. What
Australians can do, and have
been doing in recent weeks, is to
uselessly antagonise our most im-
portant neighbour.

Professor Arndt is visiting fellow at
the Research School of Pacific Stud-
ies at the Australian National Uni-
versity.
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PRESS STATEMENT...... NATIONAL DAY OF MOURNING FOR EAST TIMOR......SATURDAY DECEMBER 7 1991

Melbourne's Vicar General, Monsignor Hilton Deakin made an important gesture to the East Timorese when he offered to
celebrate Mass in StPatrick's Cathedral on December 7 1991 to commemorate the tragedies that small island nation has endured since
Indonesia's invasion sixteen years ago.

The new Dean of St Patrick's, Father William McCarthy quickly took his superior's lead and offered to write a small paraliturgy
with East Timorese youth living in Melbourne which incorporated one of the most important documents to come out of catholic East
Timor - Bishop Belo's letter to the United Nations written in 1989 to which he has not yet received a response.

Young Timorese, many of whom had spent time in Portugal since their escape from East Timor, then requested Father Bob
Maguire, Parish Priest of St Peter and Pauls in South Melbourne and long time supporter of East Timor, to lead a Rosary Procession
through the City before the ceremonies in the Cathedral. Itis many years since Australian Catholics have participated in or seena Rosary
Procession although the event still forms part of the rich culture of rituals in catholic Europe, especially in Fatima, Portugal.

Since the massacre at Santa Cruz in Dili, the normally silent majority ofcatholics all around Australia have come to the fore to
defend the slaughter of their fellow christians in East Timor. Following an exceptionally strong statement issued by the Bishops'
Committee for Justice, Development and Peace on Friday November 22 1991 which called 'for urgent U.N. action on human rights
abuses in East Timor', Saturday December 7 1991 has in fact become a National Day of Mourning for East Timor. In Sydney Cardi-
nal Clancy will celebrate a special Mass in St Mary's Cathedral for East Timor. Diocesan Administrator Evan Pembarthy of St Patrick’s
Cathedral Bunbury, and Vicar General Robert Egarof the Adelaide Archdiocese are doing the same.

The Vatican's statement on East Timor issued last Friday night confirms the strong stand made by our leaders of the faith, and
should provide the impetus for those priests who are still in a state of confusion over current thinking on East Timor to join others in
this National Day of Mourning. '

A papal spokesman, Mr Joaquin Navarro, said the Vatican had taken a 'diplomatic step' to condemn the violent repression of the
funeral mass and independence demonstration in the provincial capital of Dili. He said that the Pope had recently reminded the new
Indonesian ambassador to the Vatican of the need to guarantee the rights of all Timorese.' (The Sunday Age, November 24 1991).

"The Holy See did not miss the occasion to stress the rights of all the Timorese to social peace, fundamental liberty, their own
religious and cultural identity and human rights. The papal spokesman said the Vatican is in full sympathy with the church of Dili and
‘reaffirms its condemnation of the recourse to violence... as a solution to social conflicts’. The Indonesian Episcopal Conference
immediately took the same position (Holy See Press Office,Vatican City, November 22 1991).

NATIONAL DAY OF MOURNING: MELBOURNE
53¢ m Rosary Procession from City Square to St Patrick's Cathedral

Father Bob Maguire will be heralded into the City Square by members of the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra brass, and sixteen
East Timorese children in traditional dress carrying sixteen large green candles representative of the sixteen years of occupancy of their
homeland by the Indonesian military dictatorship. Recalling the rich culture of the Rosary Procession in European and early Australian
Catholic tradition, Father McGuire will be preceded by two small East Timorese children casting a path of rose petals. The Procession
will proceed up Bourke Street to St Patrick's Cathedral where the Procession will be met by Monsignor Hilton Deakin and Father William
McCarthy.

6.30 pm Prayer Ceremony for East Timor at St Patrick's Cathedral

The procession into St Patrick's, which includes representatives of all Timorese communities in Melbourne, and Monsignor
Hilton Deakin and Father McCarthy will be followed by The Prayer Ceremony for East Timor. Conducted by Father William McCarthy
and co-written with East Timorese youth living in Melbourne, the paraliturgy includes the important document from East Timor written
by Bishop Belo, as 'the one responsible for the Catholic Church, and as a citizen of Timor', he says 'We the people of East Timor should
be consulted about the destiny of our homeland........ Meanwhile we are dying as a people and as a nation', to the United Nations in
February 1989, to which he has not yet received a reply.

In the subtle and gracious manner so typical of the East Timorese people, the other prayers call on the historical links that East
Timor has with Australia and Portugal; and include a sympathetic call to those who still live in fear and continue to work for change
in East TImor; prayers for those dispossessed East Timorese forced to live in the diaspora since 1975; remembrance of those who gave
their lives in the name.of justice, change and the East Timorese committment to self determination.

7.00 pm Mass at St Patrick's Cathedral

Mass will be celebrated by the Vicar General Monsignor Hilton Deakin. Monsignor Deakin has indicated that he will be making
a statement on the Australian response to the Indonesian presence in East Timor, in particular his own personal views on what we as
Catholics in Australia should be doing to alleviate the stress of our closest neighbours. He is urging all Catholics to attend the Rosary
and Mass and Prayer Ceremony for East Timor on December 7 1991.

The Prayers of the Faithful have been collected from East Timorese communities all around Australia. The timely Epistle for
the Day is the moving poetry of the prophet Baruch in which he requests Jerusalem to 'Take off our dress of sorrow and distress, put
on the beauty of God forever' .... Since the name God gives you forever will be Peace through integrity, and honour through
devotedness'. The second collection will be for the East Timorese people and will later be presented to Ms Emilia Pires, President of
the Timorese Association in Victoria. ' '

Enquiries Louise Byrne (03) 6548977 (BH) (03) 654 5413 (FAX); Chris Dureau (03)419 1785(BH) ((3)419 4280 (FAX)
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utrisno moves
to silence media

By correspondents in Jakarta and Dili

INDONESIAN military
chief General Try Sutrisno
warned journalists yesterday
against commenting on a
minister's statement that the
Government could no longer
depend on a “security ap-
proach” to internal disputes.

The Antara news agency
quoted General Sutrisno as
telling journalists after at-
tending a seminar here on
Tuesday that only people well
acquainted with the State
ideology and the Constitution
could comment on the state-
ment by the Minister for
. Home Affairs, Mr Rudini, at
the weekend.

Mr Rudini said the Govern-
ment could no longer depend
on the security approach to
ensure stability as it had dis-
couraged political conscious-
ness in Indonesia. He added
that conditions where both
institutions and the people
could express themselves
openly should be created.

. Mr Rudini’s statement was
} widely hailed by parliament-
arians and newspaper edito-
rials.

“"But General Sutrisno said:

“We want to grow as a strong,
physically and mentally pros-
perous nation, but also safe
and tranquil — is that not so?”

General Sutrisno said that
in developing the country, the
Government was thoroughly
considering all aspects and
managing them in a balanced
and harmonious way with two
“main targets”: security and
prosperity.

Mr Rudini had said that

under a security approach,
any mass movement even re-
lated to their own rights, in-
cluding political right, was
often viewed with suspicion.

The Indonesian troops who
opened fire on unarmed civili-
ans in East Timor a month
ago, killing more than 100 by
some accounts, recreated the
event in Dili yesterday at the
behest of government in-
vestigators.

The re-enactment was at
sunrise, apparently to avoid
journalists who have been fol-
lowing the Supreme Court
judge who is heading a gov-
ernment commission, Justice
Djaelani, around the East
Timor capital.

Jakarta says 19 people were
killed when the soldiers fired
into a crowd of mourners on
November 12.

President Suharto set up
the commission three weeks
ago just before going on a
world tour.

One battalion involved in
the shooting, the 303, was due
to leave East Timor yester-
day.

Military commander Briga- |

dier General Rudolf Warouw
called the battalion “one of
the best in the country”.

“We just want to go home,”
said one soldier, dressed in
military fatigues and a T-
shirt with the unit’s crest of a
skull with a knife clenched be-
tween its teeth.

Below the crest is written
«“Setia sampai mati” — Loyalty
until death.

AFP, Reuters

jJ’\'\e ace
andering to dictators

Mr Hayden, overpaid, unelected
and unnecessary,
Rights Day to

chooses Human
ander to dictators.

His apologies far Suharto suggest
“[“the wgest ethnocentrism and a “de-

tude.

Javanese and East
risk their lives
human rights.
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mocracy-is-too-hard-for-them" atti-
More strength to the

Timorese who
to demonstrate for

Dorothy Bruck,
Yarraville.
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' EAST TIMOR TALKS CAMPAIGN.

124 Napier Street, F itzroy, Victoria 3065
ph. 03 4177 505

PRESS RELEASE
saturday December 7, 1991

MONSIGNOR CALLS FOR SELF DETERMINATION
- IN FAST TIMOR

Monsignor Hilton Deakin, Yicar General of Melbourne's
st Patrick’'s Cathedral, tonight condemned Australia’s
appeasement of Indonesia, and called for self
determination in East Timor. ,

it is not for me hers during this Mass Lo be suggesting what the
Australian Government should or should not be doing,” the Monsignor told
up to 2,000 worshippers in his nistoric statement in the
Cathedral. "But many of us rermemper with shame how the East Timorese
wore treated officially by this country in 1975, and how WE have
persistently been advised by public Tigures to go slow on gast Timor.
The appeasement faclor, for that is what it is, is stitl there, governed i
seems, by the size of the indonesian population and the loss of trade to
our nation,” he séid. . , . : ‘ o

This nation hes gone oul of its wey to remember with passion and
srom intent, the savage sufferings of Soweto and what they signified,
tra assacre in Tienanmen Square and:the strocities of the Gulf war.
Let us remember with egqual passion and moral indignation these evenls
rauch closer to home. Let us remember the event at Senta Cruz cemeteny.
Lot us remember the many other sufferings the-tast Timorese pecpie
have sndured 11 ghe:sﬂence Egmt we imposed on them.  Let us pray that
this silence be broken Let us pray that our 1eaders speak out with ravrel
indignation in the couss of right. May God grent the Fast Timorese self-
getermination, peace and justicé\?ﬂt last,” the Monsignor said.
~ Monsignor Deskin alsg condetuned what ne called “programs of
pufurced lslamization” in predominantly Catholic gpst Timor.,  (See
fuit iranseript fallewing.) . - .

The Yicar General supported @ letter sent {0 theSecretarg General of

the Unitad Netions in 1989 by East Timor's Bishop Belo, caliing for 8 -

referendum so the East Timorese people could be consulted on {hair own

gecting 1t hes always peer, imposed on them,’ Monsignor Deakin 5a81d,

“not least of all now, at Lhe end of & gun’. .
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for a wider
Dili inquiry
By MARK BROLLY,

religious affairs reporter

Australia’s Roman Catholic bishops
said yesterday that any human rights
investigation in East Timor should

examine allegations of abuses before .

and since the massacre in Dili on
12 November.

The bishops, conciuding their bian-
nual meeting in Sydney, endorsed the
call made fast month by their com-
mittee for justice, development and
peace for a credible and independent

| investigation by the United Nations

into the deaths and other alieged
human rights abuses in East Timor.

They said Indonesia’s bishops, who
had raised questions about alarming
detalls gathered by their own repre-
sentatives, had insisted on the need
for “an objective probe” of events
in Diii.

The bishops said that although the
events in Dili had been described by
some Indonesians as “an internal
affair” the world community had a
fegitimate interest in human rights
abuses wherever they occurred or
were alieged to have occurred.

The bishops expressed support for
the Vatican’s defence of the rights of
all Timorese to social peace, funda-
mental iiberty, religious and cultural
identity and human rights.

“Any investigation into the human
rights situation there shouid not be
limited to the events of 12 November
but shouid also examine aliegations
of abuses, including summary execu-
tions, disappearances, detentions and
other forms of harassment before and
since that date.”

Australian Catholics will join East
Timorese today in praying for victims
of the massacre in Dili and for a just
and peaceful solution to the problems
of East Timor. In Melbourne, a pro-
cessfon will leave the City Square at
5.30 pm for St Patrick’s Cathedral,
where prayers will be led an hour
later by the Dean, Father William
McCarthy.

Etimor clai '+
The East Timor Governor’s

brother, a member
) of th
local leglslature, said todgy he

Government has

said 19
people dled anqg 91 were
‘I}Ilj:;;dsgn dthe Dili shootings
K €ad bodi ing’
dumped into g Cing

land 15 others yi

n pools of bloog on the r ”

said Mr Manue] Carrasca(l)gg:
— AP |
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urges en

to Timor shame

SENIOR churchman last
A night condemned Austra-

lia’s ‘“‘appeasement” of
Indonesia and called for self-de-
termination for East Timor.

Monsignor Hilton Deakin,
Vicar General of St Patrick’s Ca-
thedral in Melbourne, told 2000
worshippers at a Timorese Mass
that many Australians felt
shame at the way their country
abandoned East Timor in 1975
and were now being told to “go
slow” on the issue.

“The appeasement factor, for
that is what it is, is still there,
governed it seems by the size of
the Indonesian population and
the loss of trade to our nation,”
he said.

He said Australia had gone
out of its way to take a stand on
South Africa, China and Kuwait,
but had remained silent on Indo-
nesian aggression in East
Timor.

“Let us remember with equal
passion and moral indignation
these events much closer to
home. Let us remember the
event at Santa Cruz cemetery.
Let us remember the many
other sufferings the East Timor-
ese people have endured in the
silence that we imposed on
them. Let us pray this silence is
broken. May God grant the East
Timorese self-determination,
peace and justice at last,” he
said.

Monsignor Deakin said the
commission established by the
Indonesian Government to in-
vestigate the Dili massacre last
month was “suspicious from the
start”.

“They are in-house, and their
objectivity will always be ques-
tioned and they have already
admitted that witnesses are

loath to come forward and give
evidence out of fear of repri-
sal,” he said.

He called for an investigation
into the killings by an outside
body, such as the United Na-
tions, and said the whole ques-
tion of persistent violation of
human rights in East Timor
needed to be examined.

“It is one thing to have the
Indonesians claim this to be an
internal matter and therefore
no one else’s business. We would
claim otherwise. Violation of ba-
sic human rights on the scale of
what is going on in East Timor is
the business of all fair-minded
people,” he said.

Monsignor Deakin said Aus-
tralia should remember the bur-
dens the East Timorese
shouldered during World War
II, adding: “We have an unpaid
debt to those largely unsung
heroes.”

Last week, a conference of In-
donesian Catholic bishops dis-
puted Jakarta’s version of the
Dili massacre, stating that its
fact-finding mission had estab-
lished that more than 100 were
killed. The official death toll is
19.

@ Students leaders throughout
Java this week condemned the
Government over the massacre

and called for self-determina-

tion for East Timor.
In a strongly-worded state-

.nent, the Forum of Student Sen-

sles also called for a UN
investigation and urged the
international community to ex-
ert pressure on Jakarta over its
human rights record.

TIMOR: 100 may have
died, says envoy

& More than 100 people may have
died in the Dili massacre but there
was no evidence the shootings were
ordered by Jakarta, Australia’s
Ambassador to Indonesia, Mr
Philip Flood, said yesterday.

“The Governor, Mario
Carrascalao, and the Apostolic
Administrator, Bishop Carlos Belo,
both told me they now believe the

! number of people who died . .. was

over 100,” he said.

The Federal Government
ordered Mr Flood to visit East
Timor to personally prepare a
report for the Prime Minister, Mr
Bob Hawke, and the Foreign
Minister, Mr Gareth Evans.

The Indonesian armed forces say
19 people died and 91 were injured
when troops opened fire on a
crowd of 3500 demonstrators near
Dili’s Santa Cruz cemetery last
month.

Senator Evans is due in Jakarta
on 19 December to personally
convey Australia’s concerns over
the massacre and to ask permission
to establish a consulate in the

former Portuguese colony.

= NDA
'PROTEST: TimdrSse g6

target Garuda g [\ |9

@ Timorese protesters and their
supporters demonstrating outside
Garuda Airlines’ city offices
yesterday said they would return
tomorrow and stay for “as many
days as possible”. Demonstrators
displayed Timor resistance
Fretelin flags and burnt candles for
those killed in the East Timor
capital last month.

Yesterday was the 16th
anniversary of the invasion of East
Timor and was marked by a
national day of mourning which, in
Melbourne, culminated with a mass
at St Patrick’s Cathedral for the
massacre victims.

-
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SENIOR churchmax last

night condemned Augtra-

lia’s “appersement’’ of
Indonesia and called for gelf-de-
termination for East Timor,

Monsignor Hilton Deakin,
Vicar General of St Patrick’s Ce-
thedral in **elbourne, told 2000
worshippers at a Timorese Mass
that many Australians feli
shame at the way their country
abandoned East Timor in 1875
and were now being told to “go
slow"” on the issue,

“The appeasement factor, for
that is what 1t is, is still there,
governed it seems by the size of
the Indonesian population and
the loss of trade to our nation,”
he gaid.

He asid Australia had gone
put of itz way to take a stand on
South Africa, China and Kuwalt,
put had remained silent ont Indo-
nesiza aggression in Easi
Timos.

1 et 1z remember with equal
passion snd moral indignation
these events much closer to
home. Let us remember the
_avent at Santa Cruz cemetery.
Let us remember the manry
other gutferings the East Timor-
ese people bave endured in the
slience thut we imposed op
thern. Let us pray this slieace i
brokesn. May God gract the East
Timorsse self-determination,
peace eod justice at jast,” he
said -

commission establighed by the
(ndonesian Government, o in-
vestigate the Dill massacre Tast
montn was “suspicious from the
start”. .
“They ate in-house, and thelr
objectivity will always be ques-
tioned and they have already
admitted that witnesses are

HEE army has stopped re-
cruiting for the first intake
L. of its Ready Rescive
§ scheme after a massive re-
Y sponse, the Minister for De-
Science and Personnel,
; : said
“yesterday.
"1 * The army needs 1100 recruils
' in the first year of the scheme.
who join ean
1 gerve 12 months full-time in
| Brisbane, followed by four
years part-time while they com-
‘plete civilian upiversity
‘degrees.
.~ Tne number of applicants al-
‘ready cleared as gultab!e has

w dnwant af

Monsignor Deskip seid the -

Church urges end
to Timor shame

loath to come forward and give
evidence out of fear of repri-
gal,” he said.

He called for an investigation
juto the kiliings by aw outside
pady, such ag the United Na-
tions, end sald the whole gues-
tton of persistent violation of
buman rights in East Timeor
needed to be examined.

“1t i one thing to have the
Indonesians claim this to be an
internal matter and therefore
na one else’s business. We would
claim otherwise. Violation of ba-
sic human rights on the scale of
what is going on in East Timor is.
the business of all fair-minded
people,” he said.

Monsignor Deakin sald Aus:
tralia should remember the bur-
dens the East Timorese
shouidered during World war
11, adding: “We have an unpaid
gebt to those largely unsung

or "

Last week, a confebence of In-
donesian Cathollc bishops dis-
puted Jukarta's version of the
Dili massacre, stating that iis.
tact-finding mission had estab-
lished that more than 100 were
l!:;ued, The official death toli is

@ Students leaders throughout
Java (his week condemned the
Government over the massacre
and called for self-determina-
tion for East Timor.

‘In a strongly-worded state-
ment, the Forum of Student Sen-
atez also called for a UN
{nvestigation and urged the

jaternational cormunity to ex-

ert pregsure on Jakarta over its
tuman rights record.

Recruits ready and willing

1100 by about 50 per cent, Mr
Bilnay sald.

“as well, there are more than
1300 appliications still {o be pro-
cegsed and over 2000 yei to be
returped,” he said.

‘Mr Piiney said those selzcted
were of very high quaity.
reflecting the directios of the’
recrulting campaign gt “young
achlevers”.

“gome 75 per cent of appil-
cants have indicated prefer-
ence for. tertlary educatien
rather than employmeat afier
{helr first year of foli-ttme mill-
tary service,” he said.

The army will choose 1100 re-
mrrlim In @owiy ]ﬂn“ﬂﬁ',

“No’ vote

olice v
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By Adrian Rollins
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Ei Police Assoclation

claims the state Opposi-

tion i treating police as
«gascond-class citizens™.

The secretary of the Associa-
tion, Mr Danny Walsh, 8CCUSE.
the Opposition of “playing poli-
ties” with the  livelihood of
police by opposing Governmeni
police industrial relations re-
forms.

The Police (Industrial Func-
tions) Bil} — intended to trans-
fer the power of the Police
Service Board to hear police
wages and conditions claims to
the Industrial Reiations Com-
mission — was passed in the
Leglsiative Assembly last month
despite an Opposition “no” vote.

But the Bill has yet to be putto
the vote in the Legisiative Coun-
cil. Mr Waish said the delay had
severely disadvantaged his
members.

Mr Walsh said the Opposition
pad been unable to give an
explanailon for their vote
against the Bill, which he
claimed flew 'n the face of Op-
position policy in the last
election. .

“They (the Opposition) are in
a state of confusion, and their
credibility comes Into ques
tlon,” he sald. “If the Bill was
agrinst their policy, we could
cop that, but their position now
is just ludicrous.”

But acting shadow Labor min-
ister, Mr Rob McLetlan, said the
Bl was inadequate, and called
on {he government to introduce
a comprehensive policy on alt
public sector employment.

“We don't want police to get
the rough end of the pineapple.
They deserve better than the
government’s talf-baked mea-
aures,” Mr McLellan sald.

He said the Opposition had
not yet determined whether it
would support the Bill when it
wag put to the upper house.

The Labor minister, Mr Neil
Pope, said the Oppositiod had
gdopted an “oulragedus position

py blocking a refonn that DOt D

the police command and tr
Police Association want™.

Mr Walsh said the assocls
was planning action in th¢
year aimed at forcing {n¢
sition to rethink its posi
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" pushes

for tough
Timor stand

By LINDSAY MURDOCH,
Kuals Lumpur

The Federal Government is under
renewed pressure to take a tough-
er stance against Indonesia over
the Dili massacre as the Industry
Minister, Senator Button, prepares
to visit Jakarta on Thursday.

The New South Wales branch of
the ALP yesterday called on the
Federal Government to defer sign-
ing oil and gas exploration con-
tracts in the Timor Gap unless
Indonesia agreed to a United
Nations-sponsored inquiry into the
massacre.

The ALP state conference also
called on the Government to sus-
pend all military and arms sales to
Indonesia if it failed to allow an
independent inquiry.

The Australian ambassador to
Jakarta, Mr Philip Flood, said in
Dili at the weekend that the Gov-
ernor of the province, Mr Mario
Carrascalao, and the apostolic
administrator, Bishop Carlos Belo,
had told him they now believed
more than 100 people died in the
massacre.

The Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Senator Evans, has previ-
ously put Australia’s “best guess”
at 75 dead. Indonesian authorities
have insisted that only 19 people
were killed.

Mr Flood said that he saw no
evidence during his visit that there
had been “a deliberate or calculat-
ed decision or action of the Indo-
nesian Government involved in
the massacre”.

Mr Flood said: “Our information
is that the massacre was the result
of aberrant behavior by particular
groups within the armed forces.”

Senator Button, the first Austra-
lian minister scheduled to visit
Indonesia since the East Timor
massacre, said last night that he

——

hoped the incident would not
become “all-consuming” in the
relationship between the two
countries.

Speaking in Kuala Lumpur,
where he is leading a trade delega-

tion, Senator Button said he would '

raise the massacre with Indone- ;

sian ministers and officials when
he arrived in Jakarta.
Asked if he had a stern message

from the Australian Government, |

Senator Button said: “I won’t be
telling them anything different
from what senior ministers in the
Australian Government have
already said.”

Senator Button said the relation-
ship between Australia and Indo-
nesia had “improved enormously”’
in recent years but the East Timor
issue “always caused something of
a difficulty”.

“The recent events at Dili have
not helped that black spot in the
relationship.”

Senator Button said that while
“we would like to see a more liber-
al treatment, perhaps, of the East
Timorese situation by the Indone-
sian Government, we do attach a
lot of importance on the strength
of the commercial and political
relationship”.

DANIELLE TALBOT reports
that at the ACTU’s 38-member
executive meeting this week, the

secretary of the Trades Hall Coun- |

cil, Mr John Halfpenny, is expect-
ed to argue strongly for immediate
action against the Indonesian Gov-
ernment. Last month’s meeting of
the ‘ACTU’s international affairs
committee voted to adopt a wait-
and-see approach.

Senator Evans is scheduled to
visit Jakarta late this month to
raise Australia’s concerns over the
massacre and to ask permission to
establish a consulate there.
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SENATOR TO
FACE INDONS

Call for calm over boycott

THE Industry Minis-
ter, Senator Button,
will express Austra-
lia’s concerns over the
Dili shootings when
he meets Indonesian
ministers in Jakarta
this week.

He will be the first fed.
eral minister to visit
Jakarta since Indonesian
troops fired on a crowd of
civilians in the East
Timorese capital. Dili. on
November 12.

In the face of growing
anger in Jakarta at Aus-
tralia’s response to the
shootings, especially Sat-
urday’'s union boycott.
Senator Button said he
hoped there would not be
i a backlash against Austra-
lian business.

“The relationship be-
tween Australia and In-
donesia has improved
enormously in the past few
years,” he said.

“Of course, while we
would like to see more
liberal treatment of the
East Timorese situation
by the Indonesian Govern-
ment, we do attach a lot of
importance to the
strength of that growing
commercial and political
relationship.”

Australia has main-
tained the recent improve-
ment in relations with
Jakarta should not be
thrown away because of
the Dili shootings.

But Australia is insis-
ting Indonesia’s special in-
quiry into the massacre be
objective and reliable and
that prompt action be
taken against anyone
found guilty of breaking
the law.

Government and com-
munity leaders in Indone-
sia are becoming in-

creasingly angry at Aus-

AN INDONESIAN labor
union leader has called on
Indonesians to stay calm
over the planned Austra-
lian boycott of shipping
and air services.

“We should remain cool-
headed in reacting to the
attitude of the Australian
labor,” the Indonesian
Labor Union (SPSI) secre-
tary general, Mr Bomer
Pasaribu, said yesterday.

“Even though there is
not a single one among us
that does not regret the
boycott.”

Deputy Speaker Sukar-
di called on the SPSI to

persuade Australian
unions to lift the boycott.

Mr Sukardi said Indone-
sia should not reply to the
boycott with another one,
especially since the Aus-
tralian move was based
on “lack of information or
misinformation” on the
Dili incident.

The ACTU boycott is
part of protests against
the Dili massacre.

The Indonesian Import-
ers’ Association called on
its members to halt im-
ports of Australian goods
should the boycott con-
tinue after 48 hours.

tralia’s response to the Dili
massacre, accusing “the
kangaroo country” of a
colonialist attitude and in-
terfering in Indonesia’s in-
ternal affairs.

Senator Button and a
high-powered business
delegation arrived in
Kuala Lumpur last night
to continue repairing an-
other troubled bilateral re-
lationship between Aus-
tralia and Malaysia.

“Australian business
and industry have a lot
riding on the success of
this mission.” Senator
Button said.

“The blip in relations be-
tween Australia and
Malaysia had the potential

to close off important
opportunities for business
in both countries.”

Business delegation
leader John Gough said
Australia could not afford
to be locked out of the
booming Malaysian eco-
nomy.

*This is one of the most
important missions in a
trade sense that Australia
has ever been involved in.”
said Mr Gough, who is
Pacific Dunlop chairman.

The mission will meet
government and business
leaders to cement the re-
cent improvement in
bilateral relations at the

government level.
- AaP
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Culprits by neglect

Mr Hawke appears to have missed
the point on East Timor. His calls
for an inquiry and that the culprits
be punished appropriately (‘The
Age, 22/11), ignores that we are
culprits by our neglect. Jailing a sol-
dier or two will do nothing for hu-
man rights in East Timor.

Michael Burns,

GQ;}% rq;lirre Warren North.
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Envoy says

Dili death toll
may top 100

By GEORGE MEGALOGENIS in Malaysia and correspondents in Dili

THE death toll in last month’s
Santa Cruz cemetery massacre
could exceed 100, the Australian
ambassador to Indonesia, Mr
Philip Flood, said at the weekend
after a five-day visit to East
Timor.

“It is in the light of discussions
with the eyewitnesses that I feel
able to also associate myself with
the statements by the governor and
by the bishop that 100 or more
people had died,” Mr Flood said.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Senator Evans, said last mmonth that
preliminary investigations of the
massacre indicated that up to 75

people had died.
But the head of the official Na-
tional Investigative Commission,

Supreme Court judge Mr Jaelani,
said the revised Australian assess-
ment would have no etffect on his
team’s findings.

“It is up to the Australian ambas-
sador if he wants to tell it that way,
he must have a base (to say that).
We are sticking to our own find-
ings,” said Mr Jaelani, who is in Dili
with other members of the commis-
sion on a fact-finding mission.

‘Aberrant
behaviour’

The first federal government min-
ister to visit Indonesia since the
massacre, the Minister for Industry,
Senator Button, intends to raise the
issue of East Timor when he arrives
in Jakarta for talks on Thursday
and Friday this week.

Senator Button was speaking on
his arrival in Malaysia early yester-
day on the first leg of a business del-
egation to Kuala Lumpur, Singa-
pore and Jakarta.

Senator Button, who is heading a
team of senior Australian company
executives, said the Federal Govern-
ment would prefer to see the Indo-
nesians treat East Timor more liber-
ally.

But he stressed that Australia also
attached “a lot of importance to the
strength of the growing commercial
and political relationship” between
Australia and Indonecia.

“The relationship between Aus-
tralia and Indonesia has improved
enormousty in the last few years,”
he said. ~

“The commercial

contacts are

much stronger (and) the govern-
ment-to-government contacts are
also much stronger in that
relationship.”

The Indonesian investigative com-

,mission has gathered information

on the shooting from the military,
the police and witnesses.

“The reports from the various
sources will be processed and cross-
checked to obtain an accountable
explanation,” Mr Jaelani said, de-
clining to compare the team’s find-
ings with those of Mr Flood.

Mr Flood said that during discus-
sions with the Governor of East
Timor, Mr Mario Viegas Car-
rascalao, and Bishop Carlos Felipe
Ximenez Belo of East Timor, both
had said they believed 100 people
had died during and subsequent to
the shooting.

Indonesian authorities have said
that 19 people had died and 91 oth-
ers were injured after troops shot in
self-defence at a mob of demonstra-
tors at the Santa Cruz cemetery on
November 12.

Other sources, including witnesses,
have said troops shot into a crowd of
mourners, some of whom were bran-
dishing anti-Indonesian posters and
banners. Their estimates were bhe-
tween 50 and more than 100 dead.

Mr Flood, who said his visit to the
former Portuguese colony was,
among other things, to “learn at
first hand about the appalling trag-
edy”, said he had spoken to three
witnesses of the Santa Cruz shoot-
ing. He did not identify them. :

Mr Flood said he hoped the com-
mission would be able to complete
its report quickly.

He repeated an earlier statement
by Canberra that his Government
did not see any evidence of “deliber-
ate or calculated decision or action”
by the government in the shooting.

“QOur information is that the mas-
sacre was the result of aberrant be-
haviour by particular groups within
the armed forces,” Mr Flood said,
adding that his inquiries in East
Timor had confirmed this.

He said he had been told by both
the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) and the East
Timor military operational com-
mander, Brigadier-General Rudolf
Samuel Warouw, that the ICRC now
had full access to the wounded and
those detained.

The Dili police chief, Colonel Ishak
Kodijat, has said that all but 26 of
about 200 arrested after the incident
had been released.

AFP AAP




— WORLD NEWS

[0°/2- )

X

Jakarta general vows to purge opposition

By correspondents in Jakarta

THE chief of Indonesia’s armed
forces, General Try Sutrisno, vowed
yesterday to “wipe out all separatist
elements” after a government investi-
gation was completed into last mon-
th's Dili massacre.

In an interview with official news
agency Antara, General Sutrisno ac-
cused pro-independence forces of
creating trouble in East Timor.

He suggested pro-independence un-
rest had provoked troops to fire on
funeral marchers on November 12 in
Dili, the East Timor capital.

“Once the investigation mission is
accomplished, we will wipe out all
separatist elements who have tainted
the Government's dignity,” General
Sutrisno said.

Indonesia also reacted angrily to a
weekend statement by the Australian
ambassador to Jakarta, Mr Philip
Flood, who said after returning from a
fact-finding trip that he believed at

least 100 people were killed in the
massacre.

Mr Flood said he had made the con-
clusion after talking to East Timor's
Governor, Mr Mario Viegas Car-
rascalao, Roman Catholic Bishop Fel-
ipe Ximenes Belo, and hearing reports
from three witnesses.

A government spokesman said: “It is
up to him what he wants to say. But
we must wait for the results (of the
investigation).”

Mr Carrascalao has told journalists
it might be better to close the former
Portuguese colony to outsiders to
prevent further unrest.

“Since the region has been opened,
chaos has come out. Maybe it is better
that it be closed,” he told weekly Ja-
karta magazine Editor.

Indonesia lifted travel restrictions
on East Timor in January 1989, declar-
ing open the former Portuguese colo-
ny, which it declared its 27th province
in 1976.

Mr Carrascalao, who was appointed
by the Suharto Government, also said
he was against a foreign investigation.

“Their arrival will only cause un-
rest,” he said. “As an individual I am
against it, but as governor I will do
whatever is decided” by Jakarta.

The secretary-general of the United
Nations, Mr Javier Perez de Cuellar,
said this month that the UN planned
to send an envoy to Jakarta to prepare
for the possible arrival of a UN team
of investigators.

Mr Carrascalao said he believed the
unrest that led to the massacre was
not engineered by the Portuguese.
The Angkatan Bersenjata — the Indo-
nesian armed forces’ daily newspaper
— blamed Portugal for the violence
that preceded the shooting.

Indonesia says 19 people died and 91
were injured after troops shot in self-
defence against an attacking mob at
the Santa Cruz cemetery in Dili.

But witnesses say the soldiers shot

into a crowd of mourners, some of
whom were carrying anti-Indonesian
posters and banners. They estimate
the death toll at more than 100.

A seven-member National Investiga-
tive Commission (KPN) has been in
Dili since November 28 on a fact find-
ing mission in its bid to conduct a
“thorough probe” on the shooting.

“We stick (to our estimate) based on
the fact that 19 were killed and 91 were
wounded,” Brigadier-General Rudolf
Warouw, the chief of East Timor mili-
tary command, said.

However, General Warouw said the
death toll could rise if the critically
injured died of their wounds.

Indonesia’s State airline, Garuda,
yesterday denied a report it had sus-
pended flights to Perth, Darwin and
Brisbane because of union action over
the Dili massacre.

A spokesman for the airline in Aus-
tralia said it was “business as normal”.

UPI, AFP
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out E Timor resistance

By MOSES MANOHARAN,
Dili, Monday

The commander of the Indonesian
armed forces has declared that
“the disturbance movement” in
East Timor will be wiped out after
the official inquiry into the Dili
massacre is completed.

General Try Sutrisno said last
month’s violence, when troops
opened fire on mourners, was
deliberately provoked. He vowed
to eliminate those trying to break
from Jakarta’s rule.

A Government mission investi-
gating the 12 November massacre
has been in East Timor for nearly
two weeks trying to reconcile
widely divergent accounts of why
the soldiers began firing and how
many people were killed.

“After it comes up with the
results, we will wipe out and up-
root the disturbance movement
which has tainted the Govern-
ment’s dignity,” General Try was
quoted as saying.

Those who masterminded the

Dili incident had long been on a
watch-list, the military newspaper
‘Angkatan Bersenjata’ quoted him
as telling students at the weekend.
The army would wait for confir-
mation from the commission
before acting, he said.

General Try, a possible future
president, has been criticised by
some political analysts for passmg
judgment before the commission
finishes its inquiry into the shoot-
ing, something that has provoked
outrage in several countries.

The army says 19 were Killed.
The East Timorese Governor, Mr
Mario Carrascalao, and East
Timor’s Roman Cathollc leader,
Bishop Carlos Belo, have been
quoted as saying that at least 100
people died.

But the Indonesians say those
estimates are inflated. “They got
their information through reports
from the people. What we have
are the facts,” the East Timor mil-
itary commander, Brigadier-
General Rudolf Warouw, told
reporters in Dili yesterday.

Mr Carrascalao was reported to-
day as saying that it might now be
better to close the former Portu-
guese colony to outsiders to pre-
vent further unrest.

“Since the region has been
opened, chaos has come out. For
myself, maybe it is better that it be
closed,” Mr Carrascalao told the
weekly magazine ‘Editor’ in an
interview.

Indonesia lifted travel restric-
tlons into and out of East Timor in
January 1989, declaring open the
former Portuguese colony, which
it unilateraly declared its 27th
province in 1976.

Mr Carrascalao said that he was
against any foreign investigation
into the Dili shooting. “Their ar-
rival will only cause unrest. As an
Individual, I am against it, but as a
Governor I will do whatever is de-
cided by the centre,” he said, re-
ferring to the Government in Ja-
karta.

The United Nations Secretary-
General, Mr Javier Perez de Cuel-
lar, said in Lisbon earlier this

month that the UN planned to send
an envoy to Jakarta to negotiate
for a UN investigative team to in-
quire into the East Timor shooting.

The Australian ambassador to
Indonesia, Mr Philip Flood, was in
East Timor for five days last week
to get first-hand accounts of the
shooting. Mr Flood said before
leaving Dili on Saturday that he
believed the death toll from the
massacre may have exceeded 100.

Mr Flood said on Saturday: “I
believe that much of the goodwill
that arises from ... development
has been undermined, has been
lost, as a result of the event on 12
November and it will be a very
substantial task to win back
respect and the love of the
people.”

He urged Indonesia to reduce
the number of troops in the territo-
ry, estimated at more than 10,000.

General Warouw said today: “It
can be reduced if we are no longer
needed by the local government to
carry out development work
here.” — Reuter, AFP
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PM slow on Tnnor

Whitlam

(WHEN | ASKED TRE TIMORESE

Mr Gough Whitlam last night accused the
Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, of being slow
to react to the shootings in East Timor.

The former Prime Minister said Mr
Hawke should have directly asked Presi-
dent Suharto to have the Indonesian
authorlties clarify the events of the Dili
massacre, “condemn the abuses, and pun-
ish those responsible”.

Mr Whitlam said: “Bob Hawke’s lack of
interest in Indonesia prevented Australia
making a prompt and effective approach
to President Suharto himself. He risked
marginalising Australia’s influence by
floating or countenancing the possibility
that he may not proceed with his planned
visit to Indonesia.”

Mr Whitlam criticised Mr Hawke for not
having visited Indonesia. He said Mr
Hawke had not supported his Foreign Min-
ister, Senator Evans. “It is Bob Hawke’s
fault that Australia does not have more
influence in Indonesia. As a media and
poll-driven politician, he has always dis-
tanced himself from Indonesia.”

The Australian media had no credibility
in Indonesia because they had conducted a
vendetta against the country since 1975,
when two television crews were Kkilled in
Balibo, Mr Whitlam said. It was now
impossible to work out what policies
journalists, editors and proprietors
believed Australian governments should
follow towards Indonesia.

WHICK AUSTRALIAN PM. GAVE
THEM THE MOST SUPPORT. ..

ikl SRl

pantang

JANPBERE,

Mr Whitlam, speaking at an ALP func-
tlon in Altona, urged Mr Hawke to talk
with President Suharto. “Despite Bob

Hawke’s manifold deficiences as an initia- :

tor, he retains great skills as a conciliator.
He himself should try to restore the rela-
tionship and influence that I have estab-
lished with the President. He can no long-
er leave it all to Gareth Evans.”

Mr Whitlam condemned the Hawke
Government’s record on human rights,
saying it could no longer delay granting
access to the Committee on the Elimina-
tlon of Racial Discrimination into Austra-
lia.

PAGE 10: Hawke secure as leader, says
Beazley.
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THE Prime Minister, Mr Hawke,
was personally responsible for Aus-
tralia not having an influential voice
with the Indonesian Government
over the East Timor crisis, former
Labor prime minister Mr Gough
Whitlam said last night.

In an astonishing attack, Mr Whit-
lam accused Mr Hawke of allowing
relations with the President of Indo-
nesia, General Suharto, to degenerate
to the point where Australia’s pro-
tests over the Dili massacre could not
be put forthrightly at the highest
level.

“Bob Hawke’s lack of interest in In-
donesia prevented Australia making a
prompt and effective approach to In-
donesia itself . . . it should have been
as easy for Bob Hawke to telephone
_General Suharto as it has been for

THE QusiRavAan |

am blasts

By foreign affairs writer TONY PARKINSON

ﬁmi@ on

Timor

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s armed for-
ces chief, General Try Sutrisno,
vowed yesterday to “wipe out all sep-
aratist elements” after a government
investigation is completed into the
November 12 killings in East Timor.

General Sutrisno accused pro-
independence forces of stirring up
trouble in East Timor and declared:
“Once the investigation mission is
accomplished, we will wipe out all

man also flatly rejected a

Portuguese colony.
Full report — Page

separatist elements who have tainted
the Government’s dignity.”

An Indonesian government spokes-

by the Australian ambassador, Mr
Philip Flood, who said he believed 100
people or more might have been kil-
led in the massacre in the former

the former Portuguese colony, but
last night insisted that the Fretilin
independence movement and Portu-
gal had “forfeited” their rights over
the province.

Speaking at a Labor dinner in Mel-
bourne, Mr Whitlam said he felt
obliged to comment on the Hawke
Government’s handling of the Dili
massacre.

statement

8

him to telephone President Bush,” Mr
Whitlam said.

In other comments, he condemned
the idea of Mr Hawke cancelling his
scheduled visit to Jakarta in protest
at the Dili massacre, said Mr Hawke
was allowing politics to govern his
comments on regional issues, and ac-

geous”

reporting
affairs.

of

cused the Australian media of “outra-
Indonesian

Mr Whitlam was prime minister in
late 1975 at the time Indonesia was
moving to invade East Timor. Mr
Whitlam has denied he gave tacit ap-
proval for the military occupation of

While acknowledging the Indone-
sian military should have acted with
greater restraint in the face of tur-
moil in the East Timorese capital (at
least 75 people were killed when Indo-
nesian troops opened fire) Mr Whit-
lam then launched into a piercing cri-
tique of Mr Hawke's response.

Continued — Page 4
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influence in Indonesia. As a
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In his speech, Mr Whitlam

also attacked the Australian
media for “outrageous report-
ing” of General Suharto and

Indonesia.
“The Australian media have

“He can no longer leave it all
no credibility in Indonesia be-

to Gareth Evans,” Mr Whit-

Broadening his attack, Mr
lam said.

Whitlam cited the exa
of Mr Hawke

difficulties
danger of a widespread per-

ception that his comments on
tioned by his domestic politi-
cal situation. He called on Mr
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cause they have conducted a
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,” Mr Whitlam said.
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views
important

last make a visit? It is
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“The Indonesian province of

“Concerns about the mili-
tary presence and urban un-

“Bob Hawke has already let
too many years pass without
exchanging

East Timor and its ca
years in office. That was soon

after his first election win in

karta only once in almost nine
1983.

an Australian prime minister
Mr Hawke has visited Ja-

to visit Indonesia.
monious society if the admin-

istration had been
rest in East Timor would have

been effective and acce

if expressed re

face with the
prime minister who can visit

Australia’s most

with him. Australia needs a
neighbour.”

would have been a more

sion teams in Balibo on Oc-
tober 16, 1975,” he said, adding
that some journalists were
making a living as profes-

sional critics of Jakarta.
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i even.
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2nd-2nd Independent Owwunmu
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eggs by the Timorese. A_. e
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How are we
Timorese today?
RBARA AHERN
Mrs BA Claremont, WA
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“It is impossible to work out
what policies journalists, edi-
should follow towards Indone-

tors and proprietors believe
sia.”

Australian

helping the

Mr Whitlam contrasted this
with his three personal meet-
ings with General Suharto
between 1973 and 1975. He de-
scribed the Indonesian leader
as “a reasonable and an ho-
nourable man” and said he
had held several conversa-
tions with General Suharto
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Dili colone
may win
promotion

By MARK BAKER,
foreign editor

The Indonesian army’s regional
commander for East Timor has
ruled out any punishment for the
officer immediately responsible
for the Dili massacre, and says he
may well be promoted.

In a further sign of military defi-
- ance towards the official inquiry
into the 12 November killings and
the subsequent international out-
rage, Major-General Sintong Pan-
jaitan said the Dili area command-
er, Colonel Binsar Aruan, could
not be accused of making a mis-
take.

“There is no question of any vio-
lation. There’s no question of any
punishment,” said General Sin-
tong, the head of the Udayana mil-
Itary region, based in Bali. “It’s
quite possible that Binsar, after
being withdrawn from that post,
will be promoted.”

General Sintong’s comments, in
an interview with the influential
Jakarta-based magazine ‘Editor’,
follow a declaration earlier this
week by the Indonesian military
commander, General Try Sut-
risno, that the resistance move-
ment in East Timor will be wiped
out once the inquiry is completed.

“After it comes up with the
results, we will wipe out and
uproot the disturbance movement
which has tainted the Govern-
ment’s dignity,” General Try told
the milltary newspaper ‘Angkatan
Bersenjata’.

A panel of investigators appoint-
ed by Jakarta have spent the past
two weeks in Dili investigating the
military’s attack on unarmed pro-
testers, in which at least 100
people are believed to have died.

General Sintong confirmed that
the troops involved in the massa-
cre were from the the 303rd Bat-
talion, based in West Java, and
that they were under the immedi-
ate control of Colonel Binsar.

But he said the colonel could not
be held responsible for the kill-
Ings. “This is a very procedural
matter. He can’t be said to have
been mistaken. Any commander

will act fast if there isa problemin
his area. He can’t wait for others.

“East Timor is a military opera-
tion region. The basic task of
every soldier there is to destroy
the enemy. If there are enemy
forces in the bush, we kill them. If
they run and resist, we kill them.”

General Sintong said no order
was given to open fire on the dem-
onstrators but “the situation just
led to that”. He also defended the
military’s decision to bury victims
of the massacre — which Jakarta
still claims totals only 19 — in
mass graves.

Referring to the fact that

the massacre happened during a '

memorial rally for a youth killed
in an earlier military shooting,
General Sintong said: “This is how
things were — one body was bur-
ied by the family and later 19 died.

If the 19 bodies had been given to

the tamilies, how many hundreds
more would have died?

“So, we say, to hell with that.
Bury them first. The important
thing is the security of the people.
It’s not for them to be pitied. If
they had buried them, there would
have been more Masses. Then how
many more people would have
been killed? Are we expected to go
on working like this?”

The general said that because of
foreign television screening of a
video of the massacre it “isn’t
possible for us to deny it”. “We
were knocked for six, but that
doesn’t matter. What'’s important
is that things will be OK again in
East Timor.”

The officlal Indonesian news
agency, Anatara, reported yester-
day that eight of the 26 Timorese
detalned after the Dili massacre
might be tried for subversion,
which carrles a potential death
penalty.

Antara quoted police and legal
sources in Dili as saying the eight
were “clearly” involved in subver-
sion. It said the remaining 18
detainees would be tried under
general criminal law. Documenta-
tlon of their cases would be com-
pleted by the end of this week.

PAGE 13: Editorial.




Stop human rights™

hectoring:

By MARK METHERELL,
diplomatic correspondent,
Canberra

The Governor-General, Mr Hay-
den, warned yesterday against
hectoring and threatening neigh-
boring countries over human
rights abuses, in a message with
clear implications for Australia’s
handling of the East Timor massa-
cre.

“Public finger-shaking” by a
small country like Australia had
severe limitations, and moralistic
posturing was “most certainly
counter-productive”, Mr Hayden
said in a Human Rights Day
address in Canberra.

He did not refer directly to the
Dili massacre and Indonesia
except to endorse the view of all
parllamentary parties that the kill-

WEATHER

Hayden

ings were “unacceptable and inex-
cusable”. He said it was not proper
for him to make turther comment.

He said he had written the sub-
stance of his speech five or six
weeks ago (before the 12 Novem-
ber shootings), and stressed the
“generalised” nature of his sug-
gested guidelines for the conduct
of foreign relations on the issue of
human rights,

But later in his speech Mr Hay-
den drew a scenario that many
would say fitted the circumstances _|
confronting Australia and Indone-
sia after the Dilj killings.

He said a besetting sin was for a g

country to exaggerate its own pow- E
C
\

er to influence another nation,
especially an important regional
one,

Continued: PAGE 6

CITY: Becoming fine. Expe'
(yesterday 17, min.;
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By foreign affairs writer TONY PARKINSON

THE Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Senator Evans, yesterday came to
the defence of the Prime Minister,.
Mr Hawke, over claims that he was
personally responsible for Australia
not exercising more influence over
Indonesia.

On Monday night, former Labor
prime minister Mr Gough Whitlam
said Australia’s standing in Indone-
sia had suffered as a result of a lack
of interest shown by Mr Hawke —
and his failure to establish a close
relationship with President
Suharto.

Criticising Mr Hawke’s diplomatic
response to the Dili massacre and
describing him as a “media and poll-
driven politician”, Mr Whitlam said
Australia’s criticisms of Indonesia
would have been more readily accep-
ted if Mr Hawke had put more time
into developing contacts at the high-
est level.

But in Parliament yesterday Sena-
tor Evans rejected the basis of Mr
Whitlam’s attack by pointedly not-
ing Mr Whitlam’s role at the time
Indonesia was moving to invade
East Timor.

Senator Evans said that while it
was indisputable that Mr Whitlam
had enjoyed a very good personal
rapport with President Suharto,
there were limits on the results that
kind of contact produced.

“Manifestly, all the personal rela-
tionships in the world that might
have existed between Mr Whitlam
and President Suharto did not stop
the annexation of East Timor by In-
donesia occurring without any act of
self-determination and by use of
force,” Senator Evans said.

“I think that is a healthy corrective
to any suggestion that personal rela-
tionships by themselves can achieve
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miracles when other dynamics are
at work.”

But ghe federal Opposition claimed
later fhat Senator Evans's defence
of Mr/ Hawke was implicitly a criti-
cism of the style of diplomacy adop-
ted by the Prime Minister.

The Coalition’s spokesman on for-
eign affairs, Senator Hill, said Mr
Hawke spoke constantly of his per-
sonal relationships with leaders
such as President Bush, the Prime
Minister of Canada, Mr Mulroney,
the leader of the African National
Congress, Mr Nelson Mandela, and
the late Rajiv Gandhi.

“The personalising of Australia’s
foreign relations with other coun-
tries has been the hallmark of for-
eign policy under the Hawke Gov-
ernment,” Senator Hill said.

Meanwhile, as the US and Canada
both stepped up their rhetoric

‘over Indonesian row

against Indonesia over the Dili mas-
sacre, the Governor-General, Mr
Bill Hayden, issued a warning that
Australia should not allow concerns
over human rights abuses to put at
risk its broader national interests.

Calling for Australians to show
pragmatism, Mr Hayden said: “I am
not recommending we run dead, as
it were, on the issue of human
rights. What I wish to suggest is
that there are ways of promoting
the cause which are not counter-

productive to our national
interests.”
Mr Hayden, Senator Evans’s

predecessor as foreign minister, was
delivering the Amnesty Interna-
tional Human Rights Day address in
Canberra.

Asia, one place Bob forgoes
first names — Page 11
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By GREG SHERIDAN

A FEW weeks ago I began research-
ing a piece on the Whitlam govern-
ment and the East Timor invasion. I
began with the settled, if vague, con-
viction that Whitlam was guilty. I
wasn't exactly sure of the details of
what specific actions Whitlam was ac-
cused of, but was fairly confident he
was guilty of somehow or other giving
a wink and a nod to the Indonesians.
Moreover, I was under the general im-
pression that had Whitlam acted dif-
ferently, Indonesia might too have
acted differently.

The subsequent few weeks were a
sobering experience. The first salient
fact is that Whitlam was dismissed
from office a full month before Indo-
nesia invaded on December 7, 1975.
Moreover, as I wrote on Saturday,
there is absolutely no evidence that his
government ever did anything other
~'than oppose an invasion, even though

it thought the peaceful integration of
East Timor into Indonesia the best
long-term option.

More importantly, there is not the
faintest shred of evidence that Aus-
tralia could have changed Indonesia’s
actions no matter what we did. None of
the polemicists on East Timor — the
former Australian consul to Dili, Jim
Dunn, the Fretilin leader, Jose Ramos
Horta, any of the journalists who have
written on the matter, and certainly
hot anyone on the Labor Left — hag
given even a remotely credible argu-
ment to suggest that Australia had the
kind of influence with Jakarta that
could have deflected it from an action
which it thought necessary.

But the pervasive feeling that some- -

how Whitlam, and therefore Australia,
is guilty over East Timor has been one
factor in a general and profoundly im-
portant policy failure on Indonesia.
The substance of Whitlam’s criti-
cisms of Hawke on Monday night con-
cerning the Prime Minister's neglect

. -_— -— I

of Indonesia is absolutely correct.
More generally, Australia has man-
aged its relations with Indonesia atro-
ciously since almost the day after In-
donesia gained its independence. What
has characterised the relationship is
inconsistency, faddism and a lack of
sustained attention at the highest
level.

The fact that Mr Hawke has been to
Indonesia precisely once in the nearly
nine years of his prime ministership is
a shocking indication of a lack of prior-
ity to what is one of the’s most funda-
mentally important relationships in
which Australia is involved.

As a result of his neglect — as Whit-
lam points out ~ Hawke hes no per-
sonal influence in Jakarta. It is just
this kind of influence that could be so
vital in responding to the tragic events
of November 12. And, if we are at all
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us in the politics of trade). But as a re-
gionalist, Mr Hawke has had a much
more mixed record.

His big achievement is the Asia-Pa-
cific Economic Co-operation Group.
Apart from that, there is precious little
to show for nine years of exhortations,
from the Garnaut Report to the initia-
tives on Asian languages. Who can
remember a single significant Hawke
statement or speech on Japan? He has
displayed no feel for Japan nor any
closeness to any of its leaders. For a
long time his most serious Asian in-
volvement was with China, which he
handled appallingly.

It is not that Mr Hawke was wrong to
see China as important, or to be ex-
cited by the liberalisation initiated by
Deng Xiaoping in the early '80s. But to
invest the relationship with China —
which was essentially a trade relation-

€As a result of his negléct, Hawke
has no personal influence in Jakarta®

interested in Australia’s own national
interests, it is this kind of contact
which could help us sustain a working
relationship with Jakarta in the face
of difficulties such as those we are now
facing.

Foreign Minister Gareth Evans has a
close relationship with Indonesia’s
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas. That is
useful but it is a different thing from a
sustained commitment and involve-
ment at prime ministerial level.

Hawke has been reasonably well-
served in office by his instinctive pro-
Americanism. It has served his own
political interests and the national in-
terests. It has safeguarded our basic
security relationship and given us ac-
cess at the highest level to the most
powerful administration on earth (al-
though this has not noticeably helped

ship — with so much political signifi-
cance and so much personal emotion
was asking for trouble. At one point
Mr Hawke even made the preposterous
statement that there was no nation on
earth closer to China than Australia.
Of course, it all ended in tears.

And this, sadly, is the pattern of our
relations with so many of our Asian
neighbours. Years of appalling neglect
are followed by a spurt of ridiculous
over-enthusiasm which generates un-
realistic expectations. These expecta-
tions are unfulfilled; the enthusiasm
wanes or is dashed on the rocks of
some bilateral dispute. Then begins a
new cycle of neglect.

Does anyone now remember the
burst of teaching Indonesian language
in Australian schools in the 1970s? It
came and went like a summer shower,
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leaving barely a trace of its existence.
It was a typically over-sold initiative;
typically not followed through.

To his credit, Gareth Evans is less
prone to this faddism. He has clearly
made Indonesia — and the region gen-
erally — a personal priority.

But a foreign minister cannot carry
the nation, nor can he transform a
national identity.

In the final analysis, Mr Hawke'’s for-
eign policy record is not likely to be
any better than Malcolm Fraser's.

Both prime ministers have placed far
too much emphasis on the Common-
wealth, an institution almost wholly ir-
relevant to the Asia Pacific, and there-
fore to the national interest. It is bi-
zarre that both Fraser and Hawke
probably know half-a-dozen African
leaders better than they know most of
the leaders of their own region. Their
constant grandstanding on South
Africa appears to have been motivated
at least partly by domestic political
considerations and is, in any event,
quite marginal to national interests.

Whitlam rightly compared Hawke’s
frequent telephone calls with United
States President George Bush with his
inability to get on the phone to an im-
portant regional leader such as Presi-
dent Suharto.

But, if anything, Whitlam under-
states this point. Are there any re-
gional leaders at all whom Mr Hawke
can get on the phone to at a moment’s
notice?

The point also applies to the Cabinet
more generally. Apart from Gareth
Evans, are there any of our Cabinet
ministers who are on first-name, easy
phone call access terms to their coun-
terparts in Indonesia, Malaysia, Thai-
land, Singapore or the Philippines?

The obvious answer to that question
is a depressing reminder of how little
the distance we have gone on the road
we must travel.

— 1



USTRALIANS reacted
to news of the Novem-
ber 12 Dili massacre
with shock, disbelief
and frustrated outrage.

To the Timorese it was just one
more incident in their nation’s long
history of brutality and oppression.

Sadly, like the Tiananmen Square
massacre in China, the only good to
come from the bloodshed was the
focusing of international attention
on East Timor’s wretched plight.

Mrs Maria Lurdes, 29, of Clay-
ton, knows all too well the disease
plaguing her homeland.

As a member of the Timorese
Fretilin independence movement,
she fled from Dili with her mother
and siblings in 1974.

Ironically, she lived in a house
close to the cemetery where 100
people were gunned down by Indo-
nesian troops.

Within days she had heard her
cousin had died after being hit by
bullets that day.

Maria told how Timorese people
had lived with the fear of torture,
death and the ‘disappearance’ of
relatives, since 1975 when Indone-
sia invaded and took over their
country.

“The whole issue has just been
ignored by Australia. Indonesia has
been doing this for 16 years,” she
said.

“The killings and massacres have
been happening all along but there
was never.a witness on the ground
to take the story out.

“This has drawn everyone’s at-
tention to the reality of what is
happening in Timor.

East Timor may be only two
hours from Darwin by air, but in
the minds of Australians it is a
world away. It has been the subject
of sporadic reporting in the Austra-
lian media since it was granted
independence from Portugal in
1974.

Maria said the Timorese lived
with the fear of being identified by
authorities as members of the now
outlawed Fretilin movement.

“If there is a brother or relative
who has been wounded in a massa-
cre, the relatives are too scared to
collect the body or to give them
treatment,” she said. “If you have
someone in your family who has
been linked to the trouble your
safety is also in danger.”

aria’s husband, Joseph,

has lost four brothers and

) both parents. His parents,

he heard, either died or ‘dis-
appeared’.

His only remaining close relative
in East Timor is his sister who can
only visit Australia if her husband
remains behind.

It’s a common ploy to ensure that
she comes back. If she doesn’t re-
turn her husband would be pun-
ished by the Indonesian authori-
ties.

Indonesian occupation

Brutal 6]
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A former refugee talks to KATE WATSON about the climate of fear,
terror and torture the East Timorese people live through under the
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MARIA Lurdes: Dili massacre was just one more incident in a
long history of brutality and oppression.

“Soldiers go into family homes and if
there are girls or a wife they will take
them out and rape them. A lot of
people who have come out here have
been victims and they still suffer
trauma.”

Even today and living free in
Australia, Maria struggles with her
feelings and the right words to de-
scribe what is happening in East
Timor.

“The Indonesian Government
— I hate it so much I can’t really
describe it. They are not welcome.
We don’t want them there,” she
said.

Maria said the Timorese were
urging Australia to recognise Ti-
mor’s right to self-determination.

She said Indonesia had no right,
on cultural, racial or any other
grounds, to govern East Timor.

She argued the Timorese have
their own distinct culture and Ian-
guage which are unrelated to Indo-
nesia’s.

The Indonesians and Timorese
were also fiercely divided in terms
of religious beliefs. The Indone-
sians are devout Muslims and the
Timorese, Roman Catholics.

“We had our own cultural identi-
ty, our own totally different lan-
guage and dance.

“When they came in they were
dropping bombs and killing people.
Ol:lé' house was burnt down,” Maria
said.
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Maria left Timor with her moth-
er and siblings when fighting broke
out between the opposing UDT
(Timorese Democratic Union) and
Fretilin parties in 1975.

In the ensuing war, many fam-
ilies fled to West Timor where they
were housed in Indonesian camps.

Maria and her family were ac-
cepted as refugees in Portugal one
year later and lived there until mi-
grating to Australia in 1985.

Many of her relatives weren’t so
lucky. They either ‘disappeared’,
were known to have died or are still
there.

One month after Timor’s inde-
pendence, Indonesia invaded and
took over.

“The Indonesians said they went
in to intervene because Timor was
in a state of war and had been
abandoned by Portugal,” Maria
said.

“They also claimed we had the
same culture and same color.

“But really, they felt an indepen-
dent Timor would destabilise the
other islands in the archepelago.”

aria told how her father

M experienced first-hand

the brutality of the re-

gime when he was jailed by Indone-
sian authorities.

“When he was about to leave,
things got worse. He ended up join-
ing the Fretilin guerillas in the
mountains until 1981 when he was
put in jail and later deported to an
1sland prison.”

He spent the first few weeks of
his incarceration in a locked room
with no windows or light. For five
months he was regularly tortured.

Maria’s father was never tried to
establish whether he did in fact
have links with Fretilin.

Maria and her family only knew
he was still alive when they re-

. ceived a letter from him in 1981.

Until then he received messages
sent by the family through the Red
Cross, but had not been allowed to
reply.

They did not hear from him
again until 1985 when he was re-
leased from prison and returned to
Dili. At the age of 59, he was
reunited with his family in Aus-
tralia.

Maria said injustices and worse
are a part of life under Indonesian
rule.

“They have been treating the
Timorese people with no justice.

“If they think you are connected
to Fretilin they will take you in the
middle of the night and kill you.

“Soldiers go into family homes
and if there are girls or a wife they
will take them out and rape them.

“A lot of people who have come
out here have been victims and
they still suffer trauma.”

She said any letters they send to
relatives are opened by authorities.
Many never reach their desti-
nations.




Indonesia dispute erggts
as Try rejects debate ajri

By JONATHAN THATCHER,
Jakarta, Wednesday

A rare public dispute between
senior Indonesian officials
appeared to open today, as the
nation’s military commander said
in an interview the handling of
security issues was not open for
debate.

Argument on the military’s
often brutal crackdown on per-
ceived threats to stability has
heightened since last month’s
army shooting of mourners in East
Timor with many calls for a
change of style.

“We want the nation to grow
strong, prosperous and also
secure,” the armed forces com-
mander, General Try Sutrisno,
was quoted as saying by the mili-
tary-backed daily ‘Angkatan Ber-
senjata’. .

“So don’t twist it (Indonesia’s
security approach), don’t make
comments and don’t pit one
against the other.”

Last weekend, the Interior Min-
ister, Mr Rudini, a former com-
mander of Indonesia’s army, said
1t was time to change and stop put-
tllt;g stability above everything
else.

“It will lead to a condition
where every publlc activity
including their political rights,
could be suspected as a cause of
instability,” Mr Rudini said.

Both men, particularly General
Try, have been frequently men-

General Try: “We want the
nation to grow strong.”

tioned as possible future presi-
dents, perhaps serving first as
deputy to President Suharto if he
runs again in 1993 for the post he
has held for 25 years.

“It looks like a political argu-
ment between the two. My first
reaction was that someone’s
thrown his hat into the ring,” a
Western diplomat said.

Another said it was more likely
that Mr Rudini was trying to
smooth over damage he said was
caused by General Try’s com-
ments on the 12 November shoot-
ing in East Timor.

General Try, in a speech to Par-
liament just before a Government
commission went to investigate
the incident, said soldiers had
been provoked and that 19 people
had died. He subsequently warned

that any separatists in the territo-
ry, which Indonesia took over 16
years ago, would be wiped out.

Diplomats said it was unwise to
stick so vehemently to the initial
army version of what had hap-
pened when so much of it had
been contradicted, even by the
iocal governor.

“His comments have been mak-
ing life difficuilt for everyone,” a
diplomat said, noting that other
members of the Cabinet —
General Try has the rank of minis-
ter — had been quiet about the
issue during the investigation.

Mr Suharto has cut short an

overseas trip by three days and is
due to return tonight. Diplomats
speculated that one reason might
be connected with East Timor,
over which two countries have
already suspended aid. -
@ Eight Indonesian human rights
groups called today for greater
freedom of association and ex-
pression and an end to repressive
measures against demonstrations
and labor strikes.

“Freedom of association such as
the freedom of forming political
organlsations, freedom to form la-
bor, fishermen and farmers’
unions and freedom of expression
such as press freedom and free-
dom to demonstrate . . . should be
developed and fought for,” they
sald. The statement coincides with
International Human Rights Day.

— Reuter

Trade links must be considered: Button

By TERRY FRIEL,
Kuala Lumpur, Wednesday

Australia must consider its busi-
ness and other interests in Indone-
sia in responding to the Dili massa-
cre, the Industry Minister, Mr
Button, said today.

He indicated that Australia
would not join Canada and the
Netherlands in suspending aid to
Jakarta because of Australia’s
close involvement with Indonesia.

“We can feel good about solving
any problems which might arise in
Iceland because we have no trade
with Iceland, or very little,” he
told journalists.

“We in Australia live and trade
and work in this part of the world.

“Indonesia is the closest country
to us and is in the long term very
important to us both in terms of a
whoie range of political issues in
the region and certajnly in terms

of trade and business.

“The Australian Government
will continue normal and improv-
ing relations with Indonesia until
such time as we are in a clearer
position to make judgments about
what happened in Dili.”

Senator Button arrives in Jakar-
ta tomorrow for talks with Govern-
ment and business leaders.

Senator Button, whose visit was
planned before the 12 November
Dili incident, will be the first Aus-
tralian federal minister to visit
Indonesia since the massacre. He
will express Australia’s concern
about the shootings.

The Foreign Minister, Senator
Evans, also arrives in Jakarta next
week to discuss the massacre with
senior ministers.

Senator Button repeated Prime
Minister Bob Hawke’s statement
that Australia would await the out-
come of Indonesia’s special inqui-

ry into the incident before consid-
ering further action.

In Jakarta, a dispute over the
handling of Indonesia’s security
problems appears to have erupted
between two of the Government’s
most powerful leaders — both
named as possible presidents.

An armed forces newspaper
today quoted the armed forces
chlef, General Try Sutrisno, as
saying that Indonesia’s handling of
security issues was not open to
debate. The Dili massacre -has
heightened argument over the mil-
itary’s treatment of threats to na-
tional security.

Indonesia says 19 people died
and 91 were injured when troops
tfired on a crowd of civilians in Dili
on 12 November. The Australian
Government estimated the death
toll at 75, while newsagencies said
it was as high as 115. — AAP
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«So long as we continue to make
that judgment about the nature of
the Dili massacre — that it was
not an act of state but the product
of aberrant behavior by a sub-
roup Within the country — it
would be utterly inappropriate for
ws to take any steps which might
bring the bilateral relationship
into disrepair.”
— Senator Evans,
11 December 1991

F ever there was a belief that
the Australian Government
might take a stand of princi-
’ ple in response to the Dili
massacre, let us recognise it now
ds a sad illusion and declare it as
dead as each of those who fell be-
fore the gunfire of the Indonesian

army.
. A month after the atrocity, real-
politik is reasserting itself over
righteous indignation. The echo of
that initial bold condemnation by
the Prime Minister is being
drowned out by the voices of ap-
peasement and accommodation —
and the posturings of superannuat-
ed statesmen preoccupied by their
places in history.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
MARK BAKER
]

The great libertarian Labor
leaders of our age — Whitlam,
Hayden and Hawke — are re-
veaied to be men of faltering
memory, blinkered vision or raw
self-serving pragmatism.

The former Prime Minister, Mr
Whitlam, abhors the Kkilling, then
suggests that things might some-
how be different if the present
Prime Minister had worked on
building the trusting and effective
personal reiationship that he en-
joyed with President Suharto, “a
reasonable and honorable man”.

Yet this supposedly great rela-
tionship with President Suharto
did nought to impede the invasion
of East Timor or to moderate the
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subsequent siaughter of tens of
thousands of Timorese. Indeed,
Mr Whitlam is yet to produce evi-
dence to discount the conclusion
that his cosiness with Suharto —
and his belief that East Timor
should be incorporated into Indo-

9

nesia — actually hastened the in-

vasion.

The Governor-Generai, Mr Hay-
den, abhors the Kkilling, then says
moralistic posturing and “public
finger-shaking” is counter-produc-
tive. He suggests that democracy
might be “inappropriate” for our
iess-developed neighbors. And
more: “A strong leader — butnot a
tyrant — might be . .. essential to
stability and success.”

The Hawke Government, having
also ahborred the killing, now ap-
pears preoccupied, not with con-
sidering substantive measures to
demonstrate the overwhelming re-
pugnance of the Australian com-
munity to the barbarity, but in
finding a course of compromise
that will offend neither the gener-
als in Jakarta nor the electorate
back home.

The Foreign Minister, Senator
Evans, revealed in the Senate this

week the neat formulation which
he clearly intends to follow on his
visit to Jakarta next week to justify
taking no significant action over
the massacre and maintaining
‘““business as usual” in the bilateral
relationship.

Senator Evans, in legalistic
overdrive, said that on the present
evidence the massacre was not
“something that could be con-
strued as an act of state: a calculat-
ed or deliberate act of the Govern-
ment as such”. Rather, it was *“‘the
product of aberrant behavior by a
sub-group”. Therefore, he con-
cluded, it would be ‘“‘utterly inap-
propriate” to take steps which
might damage the reiationship.

This1s patent nonsense that can-
not be excused, even by Senator
Evans’s understandable frustra-
tion at seeing his considerable ef-
forts over the past three years to
build a more stable and coherent
relationship with Jakarta in jeop-
ardy.

To describe the troops responsi-
ble for the Dili massacre as a
mere “sub-group” is a laughable.
It denies the reality that the
armed forces piay a pivotal role in

the Indonesian power structure.
To dismiss the shooting as no more
than “aberrant behavior” is to ig-
nore the overwhelming evidence
that those actions fit a deliberate
and long-standing pattern of bru-
tality.

For all the glamor of its rapid
modernisation and all the urbanity
of the new bureaucrats like For-
eign Minister Ali Alatas, Indonesia
remains, in essence, a military
dictatorship. The President is a
former generai who took control
after a military power struggle,
the majorlty of the Ministry are
former military men and it is the
armed forces, ABRI, that main-
tains Suharto in power and that
wili determine, uitimately, who
succeeds him.

HILE it might have been

possible several weeks

ago to brush aside the
massacre as a traglc miscaicula-
tion by a few gung-ho soldiers, that
is now impossible. Statements by a
range of senior officers responsi-
ble for the troops in Dili have left
no doubt that they believe the
shooting was justified and that no

punitive action will be taken
against those involved.

The military commander in
Dili, Brigadier General Rudolf
Warouw, has described the troops
involved in the massacre as “ioyal,
disciplined and outstanding in per-
forming their duty”. His regional
superior, Major General Sintong
Panjaitan, says there can be no
question of punishment and the re-
sponsible colonel may even be
promoted.

The armed forces commander,
General Try Sutrisno, in a series of
defiant statements, has declared
that the unarmed protesters in Dili
“had to be blasted”, that aii seces-
sionists must be shot and that, as
soon as the current official inquiry
is over, “we will wipe out and up-
root the disturbance movement
which has tainted the Govern-
ment’s dignity”. So much for due
process.

In all these beilicose statements
is an unequivocai message: the
military has done nothing wrong,
it has no intention of moderating
its tactics in East Timor and, per-
haps most disturbingly, it sees the
outcry over the massacre as re-

quiring an even more ruthless re-
sponse.

In these circumstances, the in-
quiry ordered by Jakarta is be-
coming an increasingly transpar-
ent fig leaf for Austraiian inaction
over the massacre. Senator Evans
says the Government is prepared
to review the whole nature of Aus-
tralia’s reiationship with Indone-
sia should the inquiry prove “man-
ifestly unsatisfactory”. Yet the
inquiry aiready appears to be
hopelessly compromised.

While the inquiry, controlled by
old military men, continues its
closed meetings, the military con-
tinues to make plain that it wiil
accept no criticism of its actions
and that anyone prepared to glve
evidence runs a real risk of repri-
sals. The inquiry chairman, Mr
Jaelani, has conceded his problem
finding witnesses: “It is not easy to
meet them ... It is not easy to
open their mouths.”

Meanwhile, relations between
Canberra and Jakarta continue as
normal. Senator Button is visiting
Jakarta for talks about trade, ne-
gotiations proceed over carving up
the resources of the Timor Gap

of liberty don the blindfolds in Timor’s grief

and our assistance program for
the Indonesian armed forces goes
on.

ENATOR EVANS insists, un-
convincingly, that what hap-
pened in Dili is quite differ-
ent to what happened in
Tiananmen Square and, therefore,
a simiiar diplomatic response is

not justified. But the experience of

our sanctions against China proves
that we can pay more than lip ser-

vice to human rights without dam- -

aging our sacred balance of pay-

ments, that we can stand up to a .

formidable neighbor when they
brazeniy violate basic standards of
international behavior, and that
we can, in concert with other con-
cerned nations, act to moderate
the excesses of totalitarian, re-
gimes.

To do nothing is to betray what
we stand for as a nation and to
abandon all those courageous
people right across Indonesia who
are only seeking what we take for
granted. Our timidity and inaction
help to condemn the people of
East Timor to stiil more bloodshed
and abuse.



“Suhart

Jakarta, Thursday

Indonesia’s President Suharto has
dismissed international sanctions im-
posed following the Dili massacre as
an unwarranted fuss over a “tiny
island”.

In his first public reaction to the
12 November massacre, Mr Subarto
said Indonesia would do without aid if
donor countries tried to link it to the
killings.

“We are not going to accept it at all
if there are political preconditions,”
Mr Suharto said in a televised news
conference broadcast late yesterday.

Cenada and the Netherlands have
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suspended aid since the incident,
when soldiers opened fire on a crowd
mourning the death of an East Timor-
ese separatist. Some reports say at
least 100 people were killed.

“If we get aid with a precondition
that East Timor should be like this or
that, we’d better not (take it). Be-
cause it is a violation of . . . our princi-
ples,” Mr Suharto told reporters on a
flight back to Jakarta as he cut shorta
three-week foreign trip.

He blamed much of the inter-
national outrage at the massacre on
what he portrayed as exaggerated re-
porting by the foreign media. “Indo-
nesian stability was not disturbed.
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o Scoffs at Dili sanctions

Everything is under control,” he said.

“But the foreign reports, they were
incredible. So that people link it to
sanctions or whatever.”

Mr Suharto said that while abroad
he. explained this to Indonesia’s
friends. “I showed them a map where
East Timor is located. The tiny island
called East Timor. That small thing
caused everybody to make a fuss. And
they aii iaughed.”

Diplomats in Jakarta speculated
that one reason the President re-
turned three days early was his need
to deal with the international criti-
cism over East Timor, which Indone-
sia invaded in 1976.

Indonesia, one of the fast growing
economies of South-East Asia, relies
heavily on foreign aid from the West,
Japan and international agencies
such as the World Bank. Last year,
donors pledged nearly $A6.51 billion,
and a similar amount is likely to be
needed this year.

But Mr Suharto said: “If they don’t
give us any more aid, we have to de-
velop with our own capabilities.”

Japan is the biggest donor but has
made no public reference to the East
Timor incident. Diplomats say the is-
sue is unlikely to affect assistance
from Tokyo or from the two other big
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donors — the World Bank and the
Asian Development Bank.

Many governments, including Aus-
tralia’s, are waiting for results of an
investigation by a Government com-

mission that is due to return to

Jakarta at the weekend.

In DILI, the seven-member Indone-
sian commission probing the massa-
cre searched for reported mass
graves but found no new bodies.

“We didn’t find any corpses there,”
the commission’s leader, Mr Djae-
lani, said, after checking sites where
soldiers are said to have buried the
dead.

=

The official death toll of 19 has
been widely discredited by witnesses
and one told Reuters he counted 100
just after the shootings.

Mr Djaelani said he would try to
check every witness report before re-
turning to Jakarta on Saturday after
three weeks in East Timor. He ex-
pects to hand over a preliminary re-
port to the State Secretary for Admin-
istrative Reform, Major-General
Murdiono, on Monday.

— Reuter-AFP

PAGE 15: Mark Baker's comment.
PAGE 19: Labor accused of hypocrisy.



Labor accused of

hypocrisy
over East

By SONYA VOUMARD,

Sydney

The Hawke Government had wept
“crocodile tears” for the Timorese
people but its real attitude to them was a
source of shame to all Australians, the
Human Rights Council of Australia said
yesterday.

The council said the Australian Gov-
ernment was guilty of complicity in the
denial of the most fundamental human
rights of the Timorese people.

It said that although it did not deny
the genuine shock and distress ex-
pressed by Mr Hawke and his Govern-
ment over the 12 November massacre,
“we cannot help but share the public
doubt regarding Australian commit-
ment to fundamental solutions”.

The council said there was an urgent
need for an international inquiry into
the reports of arrests and killings in
East Timor. “The avaiiable evidence
deprives the Indonesian version of
events of any remaining shred of credi-
bility and adds to the growing dissatis-
faction with the National Investigation
Commission and within Indonesia it-
self.”

The council was releasing a report on
the massacre and its aftermath, which it
helped prepare with the New-York-
based human rights watchdog Asia
Watch. It said: “The situation in East
Timor remains tense, with hundreds of
people still not knowing whether their
missing relatives are detained, in hid-
ing, or are dead. There are reports of
ongoing arrests and killings.”

The council said the Austraiian posi-
tion was “even more unconscionable
when this Government won’t even sup-
port moves to involve the Timorese in
talks with Indonesia and Portugal under
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United Nations auspices”.

The council called on the Australian
Government to look beyond its present
reliance on the Indonesian National In-
vestigation Commission and to seek the
establishment of an international com-
mission of inquiry.

It said that the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Senator Evans, should go to In-
donesia “‘with very specific goals”, seek-
ing all relevant details about the Indone-
sian Government’s handling of the
investigation into the massacre.

The council said that if the national
investigation commission did not satisty
all the Australian Government’s crite-
ria, Australia should “initiate the prom-
ised review of all aspects of Australia’s
relations with Indonesia. Austraiia has
earned an international reputation for
its commitment to human rights. Wheth-
er that reputation will endure or even
deserves to endure is in the hands of the
Prime Minister and his Government”.

The Asia Watch report said all coun-
tries that had expressed concern over
the Kkillings in East Timor should join
forces in pressing for a genuinely inde-
pendent inquiry, including trained, ex-
perienced specialists in forensic pathol-
ogy and human rights investigations.

“To ensure that a proper, thorough
investigation takes place, all suppliers
of military aid to Indonesia should sus-
pend that assistance until the results of
the investigation are concluded,” the re-
port said. It said the Indonesian Govern-
ment must acknowledge the inaccuracy
of its first death toll and ensure that a
list of all those killed, detained and re-
ceiving treatment in Government hospi-
tals is immediately compiled in a cen-
tral registry to which families, iawyers
and others can have access.
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E'fimor warning ¥ |

A senior intelligence officer
said Jakarta had ignored
warnings of a planned
demonstration in East Timor
last month which resulted in a
massacre when soldiers fired
into a crowd of mourners. “We
had warned long before
November 12 that a
demonstration was planned,
but no one listened,” the
intelligence officer said in Dilj,
“But we did not anticipate such |
a big demonstration,” |
— Reuter
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TIMOR: Parliament :
condemns killings .
A The East Timor Provincial
Parliament issued a statement
yesterday saying the shootings in
Dili by Indonesian troops last N
month was an interna] matter, and
foreign interference was not h

needed.
! But the statement condemned

the killing of pro-independence
East Timorese Students and youths, -
and called on the Government to
take firm measures against those
responsible. Mr Guilherme Dos
Santos, the Speaker, also
questioned the commission’s ability
to conduct an objective
investigation due to constant i
monitoring by the military. He also
éxpressed concern for the safety of
East Timorese who testified to the
commission, despite guarantees of
their safety. -

“The action of the military is not
always in keeping with the words of
the commander,” he said.




The Government and
the family of a New Zea-
lander killed in a mass-
acre in East Timor are
still waiting for an In-
donesian Government ex-

planation of the incident. ~_ .

The Ministry of External Rela-'
. tions and Trade asked Indonesia

! to investigate and to report on the
mass shooting of funeral march-

€rs more than a month ago but as

yet has had no reply.

A ministry spokesman-said yes-
terday that although no timetable
had been given for the release of
a report by a seven-member in-
quiry te‘am appointed - by Presi-
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-to push for United

dent Suharto, New Zealdnd was
constantly reminding the Indone-
sian Government that jt expected

-a full and frank explanation of

Wwhat occurred in Dili on Novem-
ber12. .. : Lo

lander killed in the Dili massacre
has "asked the Government to
change its policy-on Indonesis and

vention in Timor. " N
Mrs Helen Todd, whose son,

Kamal Bamadhaj, was shot. when
troops fired on the funeral proces- ...
sion, has asked the Government to
.press the United Nations to inves--

tigate human rights abuses, in-

Nations inter.

onesia still silent

" Trdonesian ‘officials suspected -

" of committing atrocities should
face trial, Mrs Todd said in an
.open letter to the Prime Minister,
"MrBolger. - . -

L . *- " " From her home in Perang, -
The mother ‘of the New Zea- -

Malaysia, Mrs Todd ‘wrote that

Kamal’s family was stil] waiting
" for an’ official explanation or any’

:form of apology from the Indone-
sians for Kamal’s death, ... -

‘sands of East Timorese who have

died in the cause of East Timor’s : "'repeatedly conveyed the message

<'that it: expected. any officials
.accused of human rights abuses in
-East Timor to be brought to jus-

freedom,” Mrs Todd wrote.
- “We can and must do our part
1o see to if these brutal Killings do

‘the - Timorese to exercise their
right of self-determination, - she

" South-east ' Asian division, Mr
- Philip Gibson, said he understood
;" that the inquiry committee had
- :completed its _investigations in
‘Dili and was due to return to
"Jakarta. - .. -

~:“We cannot bring back to life
- the people like Kamal and thou-

- tice.

.

New Zealand’s -voice ‘would
strengthen those from other coun-
tries to push the United Nations to
accept responsibility for helping

The head of the ministry's.

*-He said New Zeaiand had also

cluding the Dili killings, -

EE

+not continue.” - '




HAT governments — be

they Indonesian intent on

denying massacres in

Dili, or Australian dis-
sembllng over Aboriginai deaths
in custody — strive to paper over
their human rights abuses is to be
expected. As Woodrow Wilson cor-
rectiy noted 80 years ago, “Liberty
has never come from government.
Liberty has always come from the
subjects of government.” What is
shocking, as Wilson, the inspira-
tion behind the precursor to the
United Nations, the League of Na-
tions, understood, is the tendency
of theorists to fabricate justifica-
tions for state supression.

History is replete with examples
of apologists at work. Some, like
Socrates, who devised an argu-
ment for slavery, were great inde-
pendent minds; while others such
as 15th Century Italian defender
of despotism, Machiaveiii, were
guns for hire, out to curry personal
favor. Whatever the motive, the
result has been the same, to shore
up injustice.

British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain did it when he ig-
nored the Nazi excesses to cail for
“peace in our time” and commu-
nists around the world did it when
they told themselves Stalin’s inva-
sions of Poland and Czechoslavia
were necessary to preserve the
ideals of socialism. The West in
general was culpable for not doing

y the perennial politics

PETER ELLINGSEN discusses the role of nations who witness
human rights abuses in other countries and argues that there is
a common human principle to be defended.

more to question Mao’s mauling of
China, Including Tibet, and there
are many in the US who stand con-
demned for peddling lies over ille-
gal bombing raids on Cambodia.
Our own Gough Whitlam looked
and sounded like a full-biown apol-
ogist when he accepted Indone-
sia’s unlawful annexation of East
Timor.

Now we have the Governor-
General, Bill Hayden, raising ar-
guments that could be used to ra-
tionalise attacks on human rights.
Mr Hayden, as he made clear in a
speech to the parliamentary
branch of Amnesty International
last week, abhors such abuse, but
feels, If I read his remarks cor-
rectly, that nations such as Austra-
lia can go too far in raising objec-
tions. “Public finger-pointing” by
a small country llke Australia had
severe ilmitations, and moraiistic
posturing was ‘“most certainly
counter-productive,” Mr Hayden
is reported to have said.

In a wlde-ranging speech, the
Governor-General drew attention
to culturai and other variations
that may underlie the way nations
behave. “The point I make is that
the reality with which we in Aus-

tralia grapple in developing our
lifestyle is often a vastly different
one from that which confronts
many other countries,” he said.
There were iimits on the sort of
leverage Australia could exert to
try to bring about change. “That is
not to say we should not try,” Mr
Hayden said, ‘“but rather that we
have a realistic appreclation of
what we may be able to gain.” If
Australia did not take account of
other nations’ more complex diffi-
cultles, “we squander the options
of influence ... ”

While accepting the Governor-
General’s benign Intent, I beg to
differ. Human rights, it seems to
me, is not something one can ap-
proach in a relative way. I am with
Albert Schweitzer, who held that
‘“Humanitarianism consists in
never sacrificing a human being to
a purpose.” To claim there are cul-
tural factors that qualify this in
some way is to accept the assump-
tions of the tyrants. It is the line
pushed by China to excuse their
brutal crushlng of dissidents, and
trickles forth from every tinpot
dictatorship intent on retaining
power. It is a cuitural sleight-of-
hand, exposed more than a centu-

it

moralistic posturing.

ry ago when English sociai re-
formers, the Chartists, noted, “The
universal political right of every
human being is superior and
stands apart from all customs,
forms, or ancient usage.”

Chlna is perhaps the most adroit
at using the cultural difference ar-
gument to justify its horrendous
abuse of human rights. In 1978,
after the crazy cultural revolution
In which millions died and the first
Tlananmen Square crackdown
when troops fired on demonstra-
tors mourning the death of Pre-
mier Zhou Enlai, Stephen FitzGer-

Mr Hayden: warned against’

Senator Evans: Indonesian deni-
als on the Dili massacre.

ald, Austraiia’s first ambassador
to Beijing, defended the commu-
nist rule by claiming Chlna, a *‘so-
ciety we do not really know”, was
somehow different.

T was a line, now apparently
I rejected by Dr FitzGerald, that

human rights was reiative, and
there were no universals which
could be applied. “ ... the ques-
tion of China and human rights has
little to In common with the ques-
tion of human rights in Argentina
or South Korea or the Soviet
Union,” he said, adding that the

“values of the leadership are
shared and supported (by the
masses)”’.

Both premises are faulty. The
Chinese I watched on the streets of
Beijing in 1989, like those impris-
oned a decade earlier after the
Democracy Wall movement, were
at odds with their Government,
and showed it by demanding free-
doms similar to those advocated
by students in South Korea, or the
thousands trapped in Argentina’s
*“Dirty War”. Human rights — of
expresslon, assembly and choice
— are universal and to think oth-
erwise is to ignore the lessons of
history. As President Woodrow
Wilson noted, “The history of lib-
erty is the history of resistance.”

It is, sadly, a resistance often
ignored by other nations, not only
because of the fraudulent ciaim
that cultural difference means dif-
ferent standards of humanity, but
for reasons of sensitivity, trade
and bilateral relations. Mr Hay-
den’s argument that hectoring by
Australia on human rights can be
counter-productive, echoes the
line employed by the repressive
countries themselves.

China has a slogan for it — “in-
terference in our internal affairs”
— but decades of acceptance by
Western governments did nothing
to relieve the plight of polltical
prisoners. Mr Hayden, when he
was Foreign Minister, went to Ti-

bet in 1988, and said nothing that
could upset his Chinese hosts, yet
there was no iet up in the genocide
of Tibetans. Amnesty and other
agencies long documented abuses
in Tibet with littie response from
Western governments. If anything,
the evidence of China’s latest out-
rage, the 1989 Beijing massacre,
suggests that uncompromising
internatlonal pressure is very ef-
fective in bringlng about change.

In the wake of sanctions and
condemnation by the world, China
has been forced to deal more care-
fully with its political prisoners.
Australia’s hard line over the mas-
sacre, rather than entrench the re-
pression, actually led to a delega-
tion on human rights being
allowed for the first time to visit
the Peoples’ Republlc and many
now believe it was a US threat to
withdraw its most favored trading
nation status that compelled Beij-
ing to release many of those ar-
rested in 1989.

Similarly, claims that frankly
identitying human rights abuses
damages trade, also seems to be a
chimera. Although trade between
Australia and China did fall off
after sanctions were imposed two
and a half years ago, it was be-
cause of an austerity campaign
within China, not because of any
diplomatic tit-for-tat. As China’s
massive trade with its arch-enemy
Taiwan shows, business is no hos-

of apologists 1s the art of self-delusion

tage to ideology, a fact that has
also been true of the Soviet
Union’s dealings with South Afri-
ca.

laterai relations, where

strategic and regional con-
cerns will, in the end, triumph
over political differences. And
even if this were not so, as I be-
lieve it is, Is there any excuse for
Australia to kowtow to its neigh-
bors, as happened recently with
Malaysia, in the name of getting
along?

T HE lesson also applies to bi-

Raising alarm over human
rights abuses is not just a matter of
ethnocentrism, as some have sug-
gested. It is a duty of all nations
that have the abllity to do so. What
has kept, and is keeping, many
freedom fighters around the worid
going is the thought the world is
watching in sympathy. A young
man about to face the brunt of the
Peoples’ Liberation Army in Tian-
anmen Square in 1989 told foreign
correspondents, “Let the world
know what is happening here.” It
is a cry from the heart for all time.
As a forerunner to Woodrow Wil-
son, 19th Century British writer,
Auberon Herbert, sald , ‘“‘Deny hu-
man rights, and however little you
may wish to do so, you will find
yourself abjectly kneeling at the
feet of that old world god, force.”
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Six more

Jakarta, Sunday /6/ IVZ/ ql

Indonesian police in East Timor
have arrested six more people fol-
lowing the questioning of 26 others
detained in the wake of the shoot-
ing there last month, the ‘Kompas’
daily said in Jakarta today.

‘Kompas’ quoted the Dili police
chief, Colonel Ishak Kodijat, as
saying yesterday that the total
number of people detained in con-
nection with the 12 November
shooting stood at 32.

Colonel Kodijat said that police
were doing their best to expedite
the preparation of cases for trial.
“I hope that they can be complet-
ed by end this month.”

Colonel Kodijat did not say on
what charges the 32 would be
tried.

. Indonesia’s military command-
er, General Try Sutrisno, warned
today that he would take a tough
iine to preserve peace in East
Timor, the official newsagency
Antara said today.

Stern action, though unpleasant,
had to be taken to preserve the

of the nation, it quoted General
Try as saying.

Indonesia has been widely con-
demned for last month’s shooting,
in which soldiers tired on a crowd
of mourners at a cemetery in the
local capital Dili. Several reports
that said more than 100 died,
while the army put the death toll
at 19.

On Friday, Denmark became
the third country to suspend aid to
Indonesia in reaction to the shoot-
ing in the former Portuguese colo-
ny that Jakarta took over in 1975.

The national commission inves-
tigating the Dili killings yesterday
ended a 16-day fact-finding mis-
sion in East Timor and flew back
to Jakarta. It is due to present a
preiiminary report of its findings
to the Government tomorrow.

General Try said that the cul-
prits in last month’s incident
would be brought to court. He has
previously insisted that his sol-
diers were not at fauit and fired to
defend themselves against a dan-
gerous mob.,

held in E Timor

trouble and help build up the coun-
try.
“Shady intentions would be use-
less. Whatever moves they launch
would be opposed by the East Ti-
morese themselves. So let those
who had been misguided return to
the fold,” he said.

General Try warned private
Indonesian groups not to spread
negative information about their
country or they would be “put in
order” and their leaders blacklist-
ed. ‘

“Possibly such organisations
are money-oriented for they are
getting financial aid from foreign
countries,” he said.

He named no organisation, but
Indonesia’s leading human rights
group, the Legal Aid Institute, said

earlier this month that the East '

Timor incident had stained Indo-
nesia’s reputation and called on
the military to find a less brutal
response to problems.

General Try is expected to
spend Christmas in East Timor
and meet families of the victims.

authority, reputation and dignity

The general appealed to mis-
guided Timorese to stop causing

— AP, Reuter, AFP |
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DILI: The East Timor
provincial Assembly issued a
statement at the weekend
saying the November 12 mas-
sacre by Indonesian troops
at the Santa Cruz cemetery
was an internal matter and
foreign interference was not

' needed.

The statement condemned
the killing of pro-indepen-
dence East Timorese stu-
dents and youths by the
troops in the November 12
incident at the cemetery in
the former Portuguese colo-
ny’s capital of Dili.

It said the local Assembly
strongly supported a na-
tional investigative commis-
sion into the violence and
urged the Government to
take firm measures against
those responsible for the
killings.

According to the Govern-
ment, 19 people were killed
and 91 injured. .

But human rights groups,
East Timorese and foreign

st Timor réjects foreign interference

mission wherever they go,”
he said. “How can they be
objective?”

He also expressed concern
for the safety of the East
Timorese who testified to
the commission, despite gua-
rantees of their safety given
by the military commander
of East Timor, General Ru-
dolf Warouw.

“The action of the military
is not always in keeping with
the words of the com-
mander,” Mr Dos Santos
said.

The commission, led by
Justice Djaelani of the Su-
preme Court, completed its
17-day inquiry at the week-
end and left Dili to report to
President Suharto, who for-
med the body after countries
around the world condem-
ned the killings.

While saying his mission
had accomplished its task,
Justice Djaelani said the
team might return to Dili for
further verification work.

General Sutrisno

witnesses say the death toll
was more than 100.

The Speaker of the Ea_st
Timor Assembly, Mr Guil-
herme Dos Santos, questioned
the commission’s ability to
conduct an objective investi-
gation because of constant
monitoring by the military.

“The military intelligence
is always following the com-

Indonesian troops inter-
vened in East Timor during a
civil war in 1975 and later an-
nexed the former Portuguese
colony in July 1976.

Many of those killed were
suspected of being leftist
Fretilin guerillas, who have
been fighting government
troops for the past 15 years.

The commander of the
armed forces, General Try
Sutrisno, who has blamed
the guerillas for the vio-
lence, issued a warning that
the military would take firm
measures against those who
continued to create disorder

in East Timor.

“We know that it is not
nice to be confronted with a
security operation,” he said.
“But the tough action is re-
lated to the integrity and
dignity of the nation.”

General Sutrisno is ex-
pected to spend Christmas in.
East Timor and meet fami-
lies of the victims.

AP
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Australia’

By GREG SHERIDAN

EXCESSIVE moralising
about human rights is dam-
aging Australia’s national in-
terests, according to Indone-
sia’s ambassador to Aus-
tralia, Mr Sabam Siagian.

And the ambassador be-
lieves the Prime Minister, M1
Hawke, is wrong to link his
proposed visit to Indonesia in
the new year to his proviso
that Jakarta satisfies certain
conditions concerning the in-
quiry into the massacre of up
to 100 people in Dili last
month.

The ambassador also says
he thinks Australia’s interna-
tional campaigning for
human rights would be more
effective if it were more
restrained.

He believes the degree of
moralising in Australian poli-
tics threatens to undermine
the sophisticated “niche
diplomacy” the Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Senator Evans, has identified
as Australla’s special role in
South-East Asia.

“That does not mean you
have to become politically
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More reports — Page 2
Dili rejects foreign
interference — Page 7
Cambodia rolls out red
carpet for Evans — Page 6

asexual, llke Switzerland,” he
says. “But moral outrage can
become excessive and can
damage a nation’s geo-politi-
cal interests.”

He believes moral outrage is
a much stronger ingredient of
Australian politics than it is
in most other countries.

And he resents the harass-
ment of Indonesian diplo-
matic missions in Australia,
which he says contradicts the
spirit of international agree-
ments on embassies.

“There is also the implied
assumption that we Indonesi-
ans are not upset or dis-
tressed at what happened in
Dili,” he says.

“The reaction here comes to
the point of picturing a nation
of 180 million people as a na-
tion of murderers.”

This could lead directly to
harassment of Indonesians in
Australia.

In an interview at the week-
end with The Australian,
ahead of the visit by Senator
Evans to Jakarta on Thurs-
day, Mr Slagian made his first

u2

extended public response to
the massacre in Dili on
November 12 and its effects
on bilateral relations.

“I did not expect the inten-
sity of moral outrage in Aus-
tralia,” he says.

Mr Siagian believes the
November 12 massacre needs
to be put in context.

“Indonesla is the largest
archipelagic State in the
world,” he says.

“It is almost a political mira-
cle that the country remains
unified and is also slowly mov-
ing ahead in social and eco-
nomic terms.”

It has now achieved a per
capita income of about
$US550 ($710) a year, consider-
ably lower than that of its
neighbours but a vast im-
provement on the “very small
base line” the Government in-
herited when it came to power
in the mid-1960s, he says.

Development during the
past 20 years has been nearly
linear, he says.

“At the same time we have
perhaps not fully realised that
global politics is now domin-
ated by two great themes,
human rights and the envi-
ronment,” he says.

Unfortunately, some coun-
tries seems to have come to
the view that the sovereign
rights of nations were no lon-
ger so important, he says. i

“If reaction (to the events in
Dili) from the outside reaches
the point where it is seen as
interference, or an attempt to
weaken our sovereign rights,
you could trigger new nation-
alistic sentiments.

“A developing  country
achieving success is a society
which is more volatile, more
prone to new nationalistic
sentiments.

“This is not a threatening
statement, it's a simple piece
of political sociology.” ‘

What happened in Dili was a
reéminder of the importance of
human rights.

Indonesia’s concern for this
could be seen in the way the
issue was covered in Indone-
sian publications. Mr Siagian
produced a copy of the popu-
lar Indonesian-language mag-
azine Tempc with a cover
story on the “Dili tragedy”.

Similarly, the Indonesian
Constitution and the guiding
State ideology of Pancasila
were based on human rights.

Indonesia had been forced
to telescope the process of |
modernisation that had taken }
several hundred years in )

Continued — Page 2
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. It’s not too late for

“Timor atonement

+ from J. Dunn, former Australian
. consul in East Timor

As one who has long been troubled
about Australia’s stand on East Ti-
mor, I must congratulate your for-
eign editor, Mark Baker, for his
perceptive and frank article
- (13/12), about the way our politi-
. cal leaders have responded to the
“horrifying massacre at Dili. That
- such a monstrous abuse of human
- rights could occur 16 years after
- the invasion should persuade us
‘that the hour is not too late to
strive for an atonement of our
sharheful accommodation of Ti-
-AO¥F’S annexation,
."Th the circumstances, Gough
- Whitiam’s contribution to the de-
hate, laced as it was with half-
truths, is really quite outrageous.
. As a chronicler of events at that
' ime, I am in no doubt that in 1975
it.was in Whitlam’s power to per-
' suade President Suharto to oppose
his generals’ designs on Timor.
Whitlam was advised that the Ti-
morese opposed joining with Indo-
nesia, and that Indonesian
military intervention would lead
to bloodshed, but seemed to be as
uninterested then in the human
rights of these people as he ap-
pears to be today.
"“Nor, in this examination of our
performance, should the coalition
be left off the hook. Malcolm Fra-
ser was in office when the invasion
of Dili occurred, and his Govern-
ment’s response was little more
than cosmetic. And what an out-
rage it was when the Fraser Gov-
. ernment recognised Indonesia’s

""" Mr Whitlam: could he
L have persuaded
D Suharto to curb the
oY generals?

[

- eontrol of East Timor in 1978
When thousands of Timorese were
dying in the hands of a ruthless
fnvading army. Today there are
few signs that the coalition has any
regrets about its dark past in the
Timor saga.

. ..The remarks by our Governor-

. General, Bill Hayden, are disap-

- pointing. When he should be

' urging us to give more attention to

human rights, he warns us against

moralising”.
Ordinary Indonesians are just as

! interested in the enjoyment of ba-

N Belir
(.1
Por’tugal in ‘)il 4hreat

Jakarta, Monday I

Portugal will take action against
Indonesia’s agreement with
Australia for oil exploration off
East Timor, the Portuguese
Foreign Minister, Mr Joao De
Deus Pinheireo said today.

As the administrative power in
East Timor recognised by the
United Nations, Portugal would
“take action and ask for
compensation”, he told Editor,
an Indonesjan news weekly. Mr
Pinheireo did not say what kind
of action was being
contemplated, but added that
Indonesia and Portugal must
resolve the East Timor question
through UN-supervised
negotiations.

— AFP
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Whitlam explains

IN his article on December
13 Gregory Clark forgets and
misrepresents the attitude
which Australia expressed on
East Timor at the United
Nations in 1975.

I attach the text of the
speech which the Australian
representative made on
December 2 when the “Ques-
tion of Territories under
Portuguese administration”
first came before the 1975
General Assembly.

He was speaking on in-
structions from the Fraser
Government, which suc-
ceeded mine on November 11,
1975. 1.agree completely with
what he said.

The UN record reads,
part:

18. Mr Campbell (Australia)
thanked the representative
of Portugal for his extremely
detailed and informative
statement. The representa-
tive of Australia, a neighbour
of Timor, hoped that his
statement would add a
regional perspective to the
problem of Timor.

19. Since the overthrow of
the Caetano regime and the
decision of the Portuguese
authorities to get rid of their
overseas Territories, the

in

Australian Government had
hoped that the decolonis-
ation of Timor would pro-
ceed in an orderly fashion
and that Portugal would re-
main in control long enough
for the political conscious-
ness of the population to
develop to the point where
there was a substantial
measure of agreement on
the future of the Territory.

The countries of the
region, Indonesia and Aus-
tralia in particular, would
like the process to take place
in an orderly fashion so as to
avoid all risk of trouble in
the area, especially in view of
the lack of maturity of the
rival political factions.

20. One month before the
outbreak of the current crisis
in Timor, the Portuguese
authorities had introduced a
program of decolonisation,
known. as the Macao Plan,
which would have made it
possible to achieve the above
mentioned objectives. In par-
ticular, the plan provided for
the election in October, 1976,
of a popular assembly which
would decide the political
future of the Territory.

The three main political

Sy 1[0

groups in Timor, Fretilin,
UDT and Apodeti, had taken
part in the preliminary dis-
cussions at Dili and,
although Fretilin had not
been present at the talks
held at Macao in June, all
three parties would have
been invited to take part in
the elections the following
year and in the governmen-
tal organs established in the
meantime. The Macao Plan
in no way prejudged the
choice to be made by the
population and it made no
decision regarding indepen-
dence or integration into
Indonesia. That choice would
have been left to the popu-
lation itself.

21. Unfortunately those
hopes had not materialised.
A conflict had broken out in
August and from the begin-
ning Fretilin had emerged
stronger than its rivals.

Australia would have liked
to see a rapid end to the
struggle, followed by an
agreement on the future of
the Territory resulting from
direct negotiations between

Portugal and the parties
concerned.
The Australian Govern-

ment therefore welcomed the

-

'Australia’s Timor role

joint press statement issued
at Rome on November 3,
1975, following the meeting
held by the ministers for
foreign affairs of Portugal
and Indonesia, according to
which the two governments
would make a joint effort to
promote talks, to be held at
as early a date as possible,
between Portugal and all the
political parties in Timor. His
government had issued an
invitation for the talks to be
held on Australian soil.

22. However, Fretilin,
which controlled Dili and
part of the remaining Terri-
tory, had unilaterally de-
clared its independence, had
stated itself to be the sole
authentic and legitimate rep-
resentative of the population
of Timor.

23. The attitude adopted by
Fretilin had aggravated a
situation that was already
tense. It had been spurned
by the other parties in
Timor, which, for their part,
had proclaimed their inte-
gration into Indonesia.

24. His Government did
not recognise the unilateral
declaration of independence
by Fretilin and did not re-

gard the counter-declaration
by UDT and Apodeti as hav-
ing legal force. It continued
to regard the Government of
Portugal as legally and con-
stitutionally sovereign on
Portuguese Timor.

25, Australia did not pre-
tend to know what the
people of Portuguese Timor
wanted, but it did want them
to have the opportunity to
say what they wanted. It
might be that they wanted
independence under Fretilin,
but that could not be as-
sumed to be so merely be-
cause of the initial military’
successes of Fretilin against
its rivals.

Similarly, neither UDT nor
Apodeti could claim to speak
for the people of Portuguese
Timor simply because they
had demonstrated some mili-
tary capacity in conflict with
Fretilin. It might well be
that the people of East
Timor preferred to achieve
their independence by unit-
ing with the ethnically
identical people in In-
donesian Timor. Those mat-
ters should not be settled by
force.

E. G. WHITLAM
Sydney




- Ultimate mission for Evans
) I

THE visit to Indonesia later
this week by the Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Senator Evans is perhaps the
single most important mission
he has undertaken.

He will need to give effective
expression of Australia’s views
on the massacre in Dili on
November 12.

At the same time, he must
seek to preserve the substance
of a relationship that is of
over-riding importance to
Australia’s interests and which
is essential for everything else
Senator Evans wants to
achieve in regional diplomacy.

His close friend, Indonesia’s
Foreign Minister, Mr Ali
Alatas, will be working to make
the visit a success.

Comment by GREG SHERIDAN

e &Gt

But the Indonesian Govern-
ment cannot fail to be aware of
the crisis in the Labor Govern-
ment -and the uncertainty
about what Australia’s atti-
tude to recent events, as well
as wider regional issues, will be
should former treasurer Mr
Paul Keating take over the
prime ministership.

A measure of the visit’s suc-
cess will be who Senator Evans
gets to see.

Sources in the Department
of Foreign Affairs confirmed
yesterday that the itinerary of
Senator Evans’s visit was still
being negotiated.

But several firm appoint-
ments have been arranged.

Senator Evans arrives in Ja-
karta on /Thursday morning.

nlo

His first meeting will be.with
Mr Alatas. .
Most importantly, it is’ he-

‘lieved he has been granted the

opportunity to call on Prebi-
dent Suharto. o
Meetings have been atran-
ged with the powerful Minister
fog' Political and Security Af-i
fairs, Admiral Sudomo;--the
State Secretary, Mr Moer-
diono; and the head of the In-
donesian armed forces, Gen-
eral Try Sutrisno, who- has
been the most outspoken de- !
fender of the military’s role in |
the events of November 12 :
The high level of access
Senator Evans is being affor- i
ded is a demonstration that
the Indonestans wish the vigit
to be a success. S




“DAVID | JENKINS

The ‘fP,r«im'e Minister strongly’

candemned the bloodbath in East
Timor and called on Indonesia to
jinitiate . talks, with Fretilin, the.

Ismall resistance; force: which car-

‘ries on its shoulders the hopes and
.aspirations of so many East
' Timorese.,, . S
| .Mr. Hawke has demanded a
sfiow _of . “contrition” by.the
:Soeharto Gov'frnment, called for
ia” “dinkum” [inquiry into the
i killings, and/ a guarantee that
| Jakarta will deal with those
1rés’p0nsibl§, o
“This, as the primé ministerial
handlers hav¢ been quick to point
out, is an inportant change in
| Australia’s ‘position, Until now,
' we have said that East Timor was
an internal ‘affair of Indonesia.
. .The Hawke statements are use-
! ful. They will sérve as a reminder
to regionall countries that they
can’t expec;éneighbours to turn a

' blind eye tb flagrant breaches.of
hyman rights. They may help
‘nudge Jakarta into talks with the
! East Timofese resistance.
.But when all is said and done,
Mr Hawkeé is using the old
tinese device of “firing off an
empty cagnon”. There is a lot of

THE
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for East Timor

noise and smoke but not much
'damage. .

Australia, the Prime Minister
makes clear, has no intention of
withdrawing its recognition of
East Timor as a province of
Indonesia — even though the
territory was incorporated at the
point of a bayonet, and even
though there has never been a
.proper act of self-determination.

And he is sidestepping calls for
mediation by the United Nations,
‘abody which, after 16 years, is yet

to recognise Indonesia’s annex-
lation of the' territory.
.. This is probably about as much
as anyone could have expected
from Canberra. When it comes to
Indonesia, our reactions are
ishaped by realpolitik.

Mr Hawke knew. he had to
.come out strongly on the killings.
You can’t weep for the dead of
'Tiananmen Square one day and
turn a blind eye to a massacre 500
'kilometres from Darwin the next.
But he also knew he had to avoid
Igivi‘ng too much offence in Indo-
.nesia. - :

The Prime Minister seems to
have squared this circle quite well.

In the meantime, those in
‘charge of “spin control” 'in
Jakarta seem to be moving
'smoothly to downplay the extent
of ‘the massacre, which may raise
doubts in some minds about just
how dinkum the inquiry will be:

Jakarta is claiming that only 19
died — a day after Armed Forces
‘Commander Try Sutrisno
acknowledged that the toll was

close to 50 — and is promoting the
line that the trouble was largely
the fault of an unruly, well-armed

Timorese mob, a claim that flies in
the face of reliable eyewitness
accounts.

Journalists have been shown 19
freshly dug graves. L

This wouldn’t be the first time
jan Indonesian death toll has
dropped mysteriously with each
. passing day. When troops opened
fire on Muslim protesters in
'be making an effort to appease
international opinion. Local mili-
'tary commanders have spoken of
itheir “deep regret” over the
lincident.
| The killings in Dili could not
'have come at a worse time for
Canberra. .
© The Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Senator Evans, has been

Jakarta in 1984, killing about 60,
the Government is said to have got
the toll down by only counting
those it could actually identify. If
you didn’t have an ID card, you
iweren’t considered dead.

I'" At the same time, officials seem
|to be tripping over themselves
'with conflicting explanations_of

'what happened. One explanation

— that the local commander said
[“Don’t shoot!” and his troops
thought he said “Shoot!” — isn’t
likely to inspire much confidence
in the Indonesian Army. If the
matter weren’t so tragic, it would
be worthy of Basil Fawlty —
“When I said, ‘Don’t shoot’, what
1 meant to say was ...” -
That said, Jakarta does seem to

talking up the relationship with
Indonesia. He has stressed the
warmth of his ties with Ali Alatas,
'his Indonesian opposite number.
He has hailed the Timor Gap
treaty with Indonesia as exem-
plary creative diplomacy. He has
said that the relationship with
Jakarta is now “so much more

substantial” that only a very large

storm would disturb it.
" "Mr Evans deserves credit for his
efforts; in this as in other fields.
iThey have been positive. They will
‘help Canberra and Jakarta ride
oout the new storm. But Mr Evans
is a hyperactive foreign minister.
He is sometimes in danger of
'getting too far out in front.
_ Most Australians remain deeply
isceptical of Indonesia. Jakarta has
resorted to force three times in 15
'years to achieve its foreign policy
goals — over Malaysia, West New
‘Guinea and. .East Timor. It has
sent troops across the border into,
Papua New Guinea, It has a poor
‘record at home on human. rights.
The ‘events in Dili, won’t do
‘much to ‘persuade Australians
they have been wrong about
Indonesia. Nor will it help for
iGareth 'Evans to claim that the
Timor ‘Gap treaty “illustrates
eloquently how differences
between the two systems can be
overcome to mutual benefit”.

On talk-back radio, many Aust-
Iralians -have. been voicing their
‘disquiet'— even disgust — at the
treaty, under which Canberra and
Jakarta have carved up a poten-

‘tially oil-rich seabed to their

mutual advantage, ignoring objec-
tions from Portugal, which still
claims sovereignty over East

MoRNING  Heraly '6/11]9)
ury no solace

'Timor, and which wants a proper
lact of self-determination.

The suspicion that we negoti-
‘ated the treaty simply because we
had expectations of an oil
bonanza is misplaced. We signed
because we wanted to prove we
«could get on with our large and
populous neighbour.

But at a time like this, the treaty
leaves a nasty taste in the mouth.

Bob Hawke says that one
reason we continue to recognise
‘East Timor as part of Indonesia is
.that this enables us to go on
|channelling aid into the territory.
That doesn’t sound quite so
philanthropic when you have just
.divided up oil leases that would in
«different circumstances have gone
to the East Timorese€. oo

Mr Hawke, so ready to claim
‘the high moral ground on issues
like China and Kuwait, looks
'more than a little hypocritical
'when it comes to East Timor.:
| During the Gulf War, he
‘expressed outrage ‘that' Saddam
'Hussein had annexed Kuwait and
declared it the 19th. province of
Iraq. He stopped saying that when
it was drawn to his astention that
President Soeharto had invaded
\East Timor and declared it the
27th province'of Indonesia. - -
| Now the’ Prime Minister is
saying we shoufd’ “l6ok to the
future” on  East Timor. ‘That

hrase has < history.”It. was
inttoduced by ‘Australia’s ambas-
'sador in Jakarta' shortly after
'Indonesia invaded East Timot in

. 11975. We have been looking to the

| future for 16 years. In East Timor,
the future never seems much
better than the past.
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Bﬁy ghosts
and guards walk
in the night

The atmosphere

in East Timor is
thick with fear and
tension following
the November 12
massacre. Dennis
Schulz, who has
just returned from
the island, describes
the scene

28

hen the sun goes down, Dili be-
comes a ghost town. At the very
time of day when people across
Asia switch on the neon and stroll down
the streets taking advantage of the new
evening cool, Dili slams up the shutters.
By 10pm, nothing moves. “It’s the unoffi-
cial curfew,” smiles East Timorese prov-
incial governor Mario Carrascalao sar-
donically. “The people all fear to go out in
the night because they are afraid of being
beaten. That’'s when the [Indonesian]
Army is most active. Last week, L had two
15-year-old boys in my office who were
out after dark and were grabbed by the
Army and beaten. One of them had his
ears cut off and then sent home. So why?
I think they are no better than bandits.”
Carrascalao’s greatest fear is that
young East Timorese, unemployed and
continually subjected to mindless brutal-
ity by their Indonesian masters, “will pre-
fer being killed than living under these
conditions”. He sees a time in the not too

Left: Veterans of the Dili
massacre, 303 Regiment
troops perform their moming
exercises only 300 metres
from Santa Cruz Cemetery

distant future when they will
mass into another deadly im-
promptu procession, knowing
that they will be accorded the
same reception as that
delivered on November 12 to
the demonstrators at Santa
Cruz Cemetery. “The Army
response [at Santa Cruz},” sug-
gested one high-ranking In-
donesian officer dryly, “was
standard operating proced-
ure.” Political dissent in Indon-
esia is simply not permitted.

Santa Cruz Cemetery is
quiet once again, a lone candle
defying the breeze, perpetual-
ly kept burning at the grave of
Sebastian Gomez. It was the
memorial mass and procession
honouring Gomez that became
an energetic demonstration against East
Timorese integration with Indonesia—the
chanting, youthful crowd swelling to more
than 3000 before the army intervened.
The Indonesian committee of inquiry, set
up by the Suharto government to inves-
tigate the massacre, has visited this
cemetery but local witnesses are not
forthcoming. Until the committee sets up
procedures to guarantee their safety, wit-
nesses will remain mute, terrified of army
retribution for their testimony.

If they could make submissions to the
committee, they would tell how the Army
arrived at 8am from four directions,
grouping at the southern entrance.
Brigadier Rudolf Warouw, the provincial
military commander, was not present. He
was busy hosting a human-rights delega-
tion from the United Nations a kilometre
away at the Turismo Hotel.

One softly spoken public servant would
confirm how he stood 10 metres from the
young officer who, without warning the
crowd to disperse or ordering a warning
volley, stood on the back of a truck shout-
ing the order for his troops to open fire.
The automatic weapons bursts would con-
tinue for more than 10 minutes, trapping
the demonstrators within the cemetery
walls. All witnesses reported that the
Army loaded three personnel trucks with
the bodies of the dead after the shooting
stopped, calling in another truck fitted
with a water tank to hose down the bloody
remnants of the carnage.

The number of dead from the military
action at Santa Cruz Cemetery collected
by sources in Dili from families reporting
their children missing, hospital workers,
public servants, the church, and other wit-
nesses stands at 214. That number contin-
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ues to rise with the deaths of
the wounded who returned
to their homes rather than
face hospital treatment by
Indonesian authorities.

Milena Carrascalao, the
wife of the governor, arrived
at Santa Cruzat 11am, three
hours after the gunfire stop-
ped. A public figure above
retribution, she will testify
to the committee that she
saw 18 people still injured —
some mortally wounded -
languishing in the cemetery.
“When she asked a soldier
why they had not been taken
to hospital,” recounts the
governor, “she was told that

- there was no transportation.
They gave priority to the
transport of the arrested
people over the wounded.”

The identities of those
killed, wounded and arrest-
ed continue to be withheld
by the Indonesian military,
except for 50 names of the
wounded that the intrepid Milena Carras-
calao managed to wrench from the auth-
orities at the hospital on the day.

The Army waited until dark to move
again. Farmers grinding aliving out of the
barren, drought-ravaged hills outside the
capital heard an Army convoy lumbering
down the road late on the night of the mas-
sacre. They counted nine Army personnel

trucks, followed by two bulldozers. Seven
of the nine trucks were loaded with the
stacked bodies of the dead, the other two
carried bound prisoners who had survived
the slaughter. “We go to die for our coun-
try,” they sereamed in Portuguese as they
passed by the moonlit thatched huts.
Some 20 kilometres outside Dili, with-
in the village limits of the village of Tibar,
the convoy of death turned into a military
base cum firing range known locally as
Faiduma. It was there that a large, open
burial pit waited. It was one of seven
around Dili that had already been dug by
the military in an effort to intimidate the
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A funeral at Santa Cruz Cemetery two weeks after the massacre; funerals have become a form of protest
in Dili. Below: The mass grave site at the Indonesian Army camp at Tibar, 20 kilometres from Dili

East Timorese against any participation
in the now-defunct Portuguese parlia-
mentary inquiry. “I’ve been concentrat-
ing a search for the graves in the Hera
area,” says Governor Carrascalao, “but
without success. I will make sure the Fai-
duma site is investigated because 1, too,
have heard of a pit in that area.”

Getting to the mass grave isn't easy.
One kilometre away is a heav-
ily manned Army roadblock
standing as a gateway to the
string of huts that make up the
village of Tibar. Within the
Tibar area is the barbed-wire-
rimmed Army base, Faiduma,
where the grave site lies behind
the home units of the Indones-
ian soldiers and their families.

The burial pit was exactly
where sources reportedit to be.
Lying in scorched bushland be-
tween the Army camp and the
rifle range behind it, the clear-
ed area was obvious. The 20-
square-metre excavation formed the ter-
minus of a short track that led off the main
road to the firing range. All vegetation in
the area was obliterated or flattened by
heavy machinery, with small depressions
of surface soil collapsing around the edges,
indicating the existence of alarge filled-in
hole. The dull erack of M-16 fire from the
practice range 100 metres away would
have made a common background sound
in the isolated area. Little notice would
have been paid to the sounds that marked
the executions at the Faiduma pit.

An International Red Cross vehicle
was seen turning into the site a few days

i

after the massacre, presumably on a con-
fidential inspection exercise. Approached
to verify the grave’s discovery a week
later,a Red Cross representative declined
to comment due to the strict terms of a
covenant with the Indonesian govern-
ment. He did, however, indicate a know-
ledge of the Tibar site’s existence.

As allegations of East Timorese hum-
an-rights violations continue to mount,
Governor Carrascalao — his powers do not
include defence or the judiciary —becomes
further alienated from the Indonesian
nilitary. He now believes that the killings
of Santa Cruz were premeditated (“Idon’t
have all the details but I think it’s true”)
but he does retain a cautionary optimism
regarding the Indonesian commission of
inquiry. “I hope at least this time they do
not play games,” says the governor. “So
many have been killed. I'm not going to
play games with them. I believe the first
position for Indonesia is to take measures
to avoid this kind of thing and to punish
those who are responsible. If they are not
going to punish these people, then I'mtell-
ing them to please replace me.”

Dili simmers meanwhile in a rainless
wet season’s listless heat. Rumours spread
like a virus. Did the Army make more ar-
rests last night? What’s happening in the
upcountry towns? What about the Fret-
elin leader Chanana and his rebels in the
mountains? “Up to now, there’s been no
reaction from Chanana but I believe he is
going to act,” smiles Carrascalao. “When
and where I don’t know but he is a very
smart guy. The people expect him to act in
retaliation for Santa Cruz and I don’t
think he is going to keep quiet.” ®
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Our refusal to
strongly criticise
Jakarta over the

Dili massacre 1s
damaging our
international
reputation. David
Leser reports how
our attitude is seen
as self-serving

and out of step
with the rest

of the world

‘Piss weak’ Australia
slammed over East Timor

The federal government almost cer-
tainly knows the details of the mas-
sacre by Indonesian troops in East
Timor and is engaged in an act of “gross
hypocrisy” by calling for the Indonesian
inquiry to run its course, according to
Australia’s leading intelligence expert.
Dr Desmond Ball, head of Strategic
and Defence Studies at the Australian
National University, told THE BULLETIN
that Australia has been spying on Indon-
esia — and East Timor - for nearly 18
years, principally through its Defence
Signals Directorate (DSD) facility at
Shoal Bay, near Darwin. This facility
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gives Australia 100% access to radio and
telecommunications going into and out of
East Timor.

Australia has had a cosy 20-year relat-
ionship with BAKIN, the Indonesian state
intelligence organisation, which would
also have given us vital information about
events in East Timor. These sources make
Australia an accomplice to Indonesian
repression, Ball says.

His assertions come at an extremely
delicate time for the government, which
has been fending off calls to reverse the
highly controversial recognition of Indon-
esia’s forced annexation of East Timor.

Australia is one of the few countries to
have extended de jure recognition.

“I believe, through this whole period
the [federal| government has been engag-
ing in gross hypocrisy,” Ball says. “We're
calling for things like an investigation so
that we know what’s going on when the
government already knows what’s going
on. But calling for an investigation allows
[the government] to pretend moral out-
rage without actually doing anything.

“If the decision to crack down as vehe-
mently as the Indonesians did on Novem-
ber 12 was an order sent from Jakarta to
Dili, then we’d know that. If it was simply
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an action taken on the initiative of the
local commanders and they were report-
ing that back to Jakarta, then we’d know
that too. There are only two ways the
people in East Timor can communicate
with Jakarta. One is by radio and the
other is by satellite communications.
We've got 100% access to both of them.”

The DSD facility at Shoal Bay —set up
in December 1974 - employs up to 200
people, most of whom are exclusively
monitoring radio and telecommunications
within Indonesia. [t is our most important
target country.

Australia also relies on regular meet-
ings between its most senior intelligence
agency, the Office of National Assessment
(ONA), and BAKIN. This arrangement has
been operative for 13 years.

In addition to that, the Australian
Secret Intelligence Service (ASIS) has
had a liaison officer attached to BAKIN in
Jakarta since 1971, It is believed that at
least another three ASIS officers are
operating independently of this acered-
ited arrangement.

Ball says that intelligence ties between
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Australia and Indonesia are so significant
that they are rivalled only by those with
our traditional allies the US, Britain,
Canada and New Zealand. Ties with In-
donesia complement the growing military
relationship which has seen an increasing
number of high-level reciprocal visits by
senior officers in the past three years,
tours of cach other’s bases, exchanges of
personnel and joint military exercises.

In jeopardy
Since 1990, for example, the two navies
have been involved in about four exer-
cises a year. Ball says: “I'm sure there
would be a very solid and widespread
view among cabinet and senior public ser-
vants involved that these forms of co-
operation are so valuable we shouldn't do
anything to jeopardise them.” It makes
him feel “very uncomfortable” to know
that the Australian government has been
privy to an enormous amount of informa-
tion regarding Indonesian atrocities in
East Timor but is pretending not to know.
“The Indonesian intelligence commun-
ity — and, therefore, the Indonesian gov-

An army personnel carrier like those which
carried the dead from the cemetery

ernment — knows that we have known a
lot over the past 16 years and that we've
never complained. So, to them, basically,
we've been giving them the implicit go-
ahead. [f we took a stronger view, many of
them up there would think more highly of
us. They wouldn't like what we say but
there are a lot [in the intelligence com-
munity] who think, ‘Well, they know
what’s going on but they're too piss weak
to say anything about it.””

Ball's comments come as Foreign Min-
ister Gareth Evans prepares for one of his
greatest diplomatic tests next week when
he travels to Jakarta to voice Australia’s
concerns formally about the East Timor
massacre. In an attempt to placate in-
creasing criticism of Australia’s position,
Evans raised the possibility last week of
reconsidering recognition of Indonesia’s
rule over East Timor.

On the basis ofthe most recent reports,
it seems increasingly likely that Indon-
esian troops committed a second mas-
sacre against survivors of and eye-wit-
nesses to the first massacre in Dili. The
number of dead is thought to be as high as
214 (see pages 28-29). The official body
count is still 19.

The slaughter has caused international
uproar and led to demands in Australia for
a complete re-assessment of our relation-
ship with our most important — and pow-
erful — neighbour. They have ranged from
expelling Indonesian diplomats and intel-
ligence agents to terminating defence
agreements, imposing sanctions, severing
aid and reversing recognition of the con-
trol of Kast Timor.

In his two-day visit to Jakarta, Fvans
will try to perform a delicate balancing act
between those who argue that Australia
has for years been far too timid in its deal-
ings with Indonesia and that nothing less
than blunt eriticism is called for and those
who advise that good bilateral relations
are vital to our national interests and that
a more cautious and pragmatic approach
should still be followed.

Adopting a highly critical line would
almost certainly lead to a deterioration in
relations when they seemed to be on their
warmest footing for years. Following the
pragmatic line, however, could see Aus-
tralia fall out of step with international
opinion and would further inflame the
passions of those who believe this country
already has blood on its hands over the
former Portuguese colony.

Although fellow ASEAN nations have
been loath to eriticise Indonesia, the out-
¢ry withinthe US Congress, the Canadian
government and the European Commun-
ity is growing. A former Australian consul
in East Timor, Jim Dunn, who has just
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returned from Europe and Japan, said the
European Parliament had decided to set
up an inquiry into the massacre. The
Dutch government has decided to sus-
pend aid and Portugal, the next president
of the European Community has prom-
ised to keep the issue high on the Euro-
pean agenda. The Europeans are under-
stood to have told Australia that Indon-
esia no longer will be let off the hook for
its behaviour in East Timor.

Not since the breakdown of relations
with Indonesia in 1986 — over a critical
newspaper report on the financial deal-
ings of the Suharto family — has the relat-
ionship between Australia and Indonesia
been put to such a test. Unlike then, when
the pressure came from Jakarta, the push
now is from members of the Labor Party
caucus, the Australian Democrats, the
trade union movement, human-rights
groups, academics, former diplomats and
large sections of the media.

While the federal government has offi-
cially deplored the events in Dili, many
believe it has not been strong enough
despite Evans’ tougher stance last week
for the Indonesians to co-operate with a
United Nations investigation. He was in-
strumental in diluting a caucus resolution
calling for sanctions against Indonesia.

“Australia makes more nation-to-na-
tion complaints about human rights than
any other country,” says Dr Keith Suter,
president of the Centre for Peace and
Conflict Studies at Sydney University.
“But, at the same time, on East Timor, we
have a very bad record.”

“Reluctant critic”

Dr Michael Van Langenberg, head of
South-East Asian studies at the Univers-
ity of Sydney and an expert on Indonesian
affairs, agrees. “There is no doubt that the
Australian government is a very reluc-
tant critic of the massacre,” he says. “Pub-
lic statements concerning civil and human
rights, which have been made in the con-
text of the Lithuanian and Estonian ques-
tion, which have been made in the context
of Kuwait and other issues in the past two
or three years, are simply not being made
about East Timor. That seems to me to
reflect a particular choice that the Austra-
lian government has made about what it
regards as the sensitivities or pragmatics
of its relationship with Indonesia.”

In an interview with THE BULLETIN,
Evans repeated the government’s posit-
ion that it would review policy towards
Indonesiaifits inquiry proved “amanifest
whitewash”. He refuses to say how the
government would conclude there had
been a whitewash but says there is no jus-
tification for believing there would be one.

“Our working assumption is that we're
talking here not about something that can
be described as an act of state,as was the
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situation with Tiananmen Square, as was
the application of the apartheid policy in
South Africa,” he says. “We are talking
about something which may well have
been aberrant behaviour ... by a section
of the military.”

Amnesty International says the policy
of awaiting the outcome of the Indonesian
inquiry is “fundamentally flawed” be-
cause that government has “never before
conducted an adequate inquiry into re-
ported human-rights violations in East
Timor since the invasion in 1975”.

In a meeting with Prime Minister Bob
Hawke and Evans last week, represent-
atives of the East Timorese resistance
also claimed that an inquiry by the Indon-
esians was like “asking a criminal to judge
his own actions”.

Mass graves

Representatives from 11 Indonesian uni-
versity campuses haveissued a statement
describing their government’s commis-
sion of inquiry as “untrustworthy” and
calling instead for a UN investigation.
Jakarta first rejected and then welcomed
such a probe while early indications from
its own investigation are hardly encour-
aging, given the reluctance of terrified
eye-witnesses to come forward.

The most recent independent reports
from Dili indicate that, on November 12,
members of battalion 303 began firing
directly into mourners gathered in front
of the Santa Cruz Cemetery. (This bat-
talion was previously under the control of
Lieutenant Colonel Prabowo, President
Suharto’s son-in-law.) The soldiers then
climbed onto the cemetery walls and shot
at those trapped inside. According to the
authoritative Far East Economic Rev-
iew, soldiers were shooting, stabbing and
beating to death anyone trying to flee.
Bodies were taken away and dumped in
mass graves (see pages 28-29).

Far from aberrant behaviour, many
observers see the Dili massacre as part of
a systematic pattern of repression con-
ducted by Suharto since he assumed
power in 1966 — beginning with the two
years of purges that followed his counter-
coup. It is estimated that between 500,000
and one million people died as a result.

In a meeting recently with Evans, rep-
resentatives from various human rights
and non-government organisations re-
minded him of other atrocities committed
by the Suharto regime — not the least
being the invasion of East Timor. As many
as 200,000 people — nearly one-third of the
population — are said to have died in East
Timor from war or famine. On a per capita
basis, there is thought to be no equal in the
world to such genocide. (Indonesia has
also never explained properly — nor has
Canberra resolved satisfactorily — the
death of six Australian newsmen in East

Timor the same year.) In 1984, Indonesian
troops are reported to have rounded up
hundreds of demonstrators from the im-
poverished docklands area of Jakarta
known as Tanjung Priok and summarily
executed them. The same year, between
3000 and 6000 petty criminals mysterious-
ly disappeared after being released from

prison. Many are said to have been picked
up from their homes by security forces,
shot in the head and their bodies dumped
in the streets.

In 1989, Indonesian forces reportedly
killed people in Lampung, in southern
Sumatra, mainly because of adispute over
land. In the north, in the Moslem region
known as Aceh, hundreds of people - pos-
sibly thousands — have been tortured and
killed because of their struggle for inde-
pendence.

In Irian Jaya, an uprising in 1977 by a
tribal group known as the Daniresulted in
thousands being slaughtered by Indon-
esian forces. Tribal elders reportedly died
when thrown from helicopters.

“We have hardly ever voiced our pro-
test,” says Dr Herb Feith, associate in
politics at Monash University and an-
other Australian expert on Indonesian af-
fairs. “When the Army used excessive
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violence in all these situations, we always
refrained from sharp criticism. That’s be-
cause the priority has always been given
to state-to-state relations rather than
human rights.”

One of the main architects of this prag-
matic approach has been Richard Wool-
cott, Australian ambassador to Indonesia

from 1975 t0 1978 and now secretary of the
Department of Foreign Affairs. While ex-
pressing horror at the Dili massacre, he
has been at pains to stress the importance
of maintaining a close relationship with
the world’s most populous Moslem nation,
the leader of the non-aligned movement, a
member of OPEC and the most influential
member of ASEAN.

“There is a need to handle this situa-
tion responsibly in terms of Australia’s
long-term national strategic and commer-
cial interests,” he told THE BULLETIN.
“There’s understandably a very strong
and, in some cases, emotional reaction to
the tragie killings in Dili but that incident
— appalling as it is - needs to be kept in
some perspective.

“We are a country of 18 million people.
Indonesia is a country of nearly 190 mil-
lion people stretching across the entire
north of Australiaand having very consid-
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erable influence over our sea-lanes and
air-space. There is the security situation
to consider here. One has to really pause
and think — do we want to double, triple or
quadruple our defence budget, because
that is what would happen with a hostile
Indonesia on our doorstep.”

Woolcott also notes burgeoning politic-

A newly
placed grave
in Santa Cruz

al, defence, commercial and cultural ties
developed since the deep freeze of ’86. (He
failed to mention intelligence ties.)

On the commercial front, Australian
companies have rushed to take advantage
of the freeing up of the Indonesian econ-
omy, one of the fastest-growing in South-
East Asia. Australia has $1.2 billion of in-
vestments in Indonesia, making us the
fifth-largest foreign investor. Exports to
Indonesia last financial year stood at $1.3
billion, a doubling in just two years.

For more than a year, Australia has
also been involved in informal discussions
with Indonesia over the sale of uranium as
part of its $15 billion plan to go nuclear by
the end of the century. More than 120 Aus-
tralian companies are doing business in
Indonesia — one of the reasons why, soon
after the Dili massacre, the board of Aus-
trade implored Hawke not to cancel his
planned visit there in February.

Evans has developed a close working
relationship with his Indonesian opposite,
Ali Alatas. That relationship, coupled
with a growing number of high-level poli-
tical visits between Canberra and Jakar-
ta, has helped to boost Australia’s ecreden-
tials on such regional issues as the Cam-
bodian conflict and the establishment
nearly three years ago of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Co-operation (APEC) group.

Australia gives Indonesia more than
$57 million in aid, more than any other
country in the South-East Asian or North
Asian region. The Australia Indonesia In-
stitute — established in 1989 to foster bet-
ter relations between the countries ~ also
points as a sign of the times to growing
media exchanges, planned film co-produc-
tions, artists-in-residence programs, in-
tensive study courses and live performan-
ces by Australian dancers in Indonesia.

While most observers welcome these
and other developments, many still be-
lieve that bilateral relations will continue
tobestrained unless the fundamental con-
flict in East Timor is resolved. According
to UN resolutions and the UN charter,
that ultimately means self-determination
for the East Timorese. The UN regards
Portugal as the administering power in
East Timor — which puts Australia out of
step with international thinking.

It also means Australia could be in
violation of international law because of
the treaty the Hawke government signed
with Indonesia in 1989 over the Timor
Gap, the area north-west of Darwin, be-
tween Australia and East Timor, where
some of the world’s largest deposits of oil
and natural gas are believed to be located.
This week, Australia is expected to sign
another agreement with Indonesia to
allow 12 companies exploration rights in
the Timor Sea.

Into a trap

This is despite the massacre and the area
being considered to be Portuguese ter-
ritory — which is why Portugal has taken
the Australian government to the Inter-
national Court of Justice for allegedly
breaching international law.

Even those who support Australia’s
pragmatic approach to relations with In-
donesia recognise the trap in making such
adeal. “Whatever the Australian govern-
ment does really has to be done in the con-
text of Indonesian sovereignty over East
Timor,” says a senior government source.
“Because, if we move away from sover-
eignty, we erode the Timor Gap treaty.”

The treaty, however, has been des-
cribed by the Australia East Timor Assoc-
iation as a “friendship between thieves”
and a natural consequence of Canberra’s
flawed 16-year-old policy.

The Whitlam government was the first
to give the greenlight to Indonesia’s take-
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over of East Timor. Prime minister Gough
Whitlam has denied repeatedly any sug-
gestion that he knew of Indonesian troops
being involved in East Timor while he was
in office. However, it was Woolcott who in
1975 sent a secret cable from Jakarta to
the Foreign Affairs department exhort-
ing the Australian government to tone
down any eriticism of any Indonesian mili-
tary action in East Timor.

Wooleott wrote: “Although we know it
is not true, the formal position of the In-
donesian government is still that there is
no Indonesian military intervention in
East Timor. If the minister [for foreign
affairs, Don Willesee] said or implied in
public the Indonesian government was
lying, we would invite a hurt and angry
reaction.”

But, if the Whitlam regime winked at
Indonesia’s designs on East Timor, the
Fraser government nodded by extending
de jure recognition to Indonesia’s control
in early 1979. Almost immediately, talks
on the Timor Gap commenced.

According to Suter, Australia is “pay-

ing the price for this lack of integrity” in
foreign policy in 1975. “What we are look-
ing at is the whole weakness Australia has
when it comes to dealing with Indonesia.
It’s Suter’s law of politics —the further you
are away from an issue, the stronger your
feelings.

“We don’t mind offending South Africa
but we bend over backwards to avoid of-
fending the Indonesians.”

A changing world
Evans describes Suter’s comments as a
cheap shot. “From the late 1970s on, there
was no international mood to do other
than recognise Indonesian sovereignty as
a fait accompli. So, from then on, it was
strongly arguable that Australia’s best
way of helping the East Timorese people
was to operate within that constraint.”
According to many observers, how-
ever, the international response to Iraq’s
invasion of Kuwait, the collapse of the
Soviet empire and the clamour for self-de-
termination worldwide has lifted those
constraints.

The arguments are running strongly
against the federal government.

Max Lane, a former Australian diplo-
mat in Jakarta, says: “Everyone has been
fed the line for so long that Indonesia has
a different political culture to us and that
we shouldn’t offend them. The reality is
that, like other countries in the world,
there are different political cultures com-
peting in Indonesia and the military one
has had the upper hand for the past 25
years.”

But that situation, according to Lane,
could well change when Suharto dies and
the momentum towards political reform
grows. Then the pressure on Indonesia to
decolonise East Timor could prove un-
stoppable. And, in those circumstances,
Australia’s policy would look even more
self-serving.

“Australia has to recognise that the in-
dependence of East Timor is inevitable,”
Lane says. “We should be pushing for an

act of self-determination. It is a matter of

principle and something that will come
about, anyway.” i

ustralia has more to lose than does

Indonesia should we decide to step

up confrontation over the Timor
killings. Indonesia’s strategic concerns
lie to the north and west of the ar-
chipelago. Ours lie entirely in the area
which Papua New Guinea and Indonesia
dominate.

Furthermore, in either military or aid
terms, there isn’t much we can do. Pre-
sumably, we are unlikely to threaten to
use force. And, given our capabilities in
peacetime, if we did, it would be a bluff.

If we were to decide to “send the In-
donesians a message”, it would set us on
arisky course. We could maintain anaval
presence off Timor or ostentatiously
send air patrols just outside its maritime
boundary.

There is a fair chanee that the ill-
equipped Indonesian forces in Timor
wouldn’t even know we were there. To
raise the ante, we would have to infringe
Indonesian territory — perhaps by photo-
graphic overflights or landing agents —
but this wouldn’t tell us much more than
we already can find out and would jus-
tifiably lead to Indonesian and ASEAN
. protests.

On aid, our military co-operation is
symbolic rather than of material assis-
tance for the four Indonesian services
. and the threé Australian ones.

In the past few years, the Depart-
ment of Defence says, only a few Indon-
esians have been on courses in Australia
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and only five Australian officers are in
the republic. The department clearly
wants to get over the message that any
training Indonesians receive in Austra-
lia at the Land Warfare School, Canun-
gra, is purely tactical — at the small unit
level. It says no Indonesians are attend-
ing courses in intelligence, counter-in-
surgency or internal polieing.

Incidentally, it's little known in Aus-
tralia that our biggest aid projects to In-
donesia - apart from supplying obsolete
Sabre fighters (most of which were
grounded when the spares stock was lost
in an accident) — has been surveying.
Australian aircraft and military sur-
veyors have mapped virtually the whole
of the republic. Apart from being a
neighbourly gesture, the information
this provides in an era of reducing maps
to digital information for automatic navi-
gation systems is pure gold from an intel-
ligence point of view.
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What can we do?

The closest contacts have been at the
top. General Peter Gration, Chief of the
Defence Force has taken the lead in es-
tablishing close contacts with his op-
posite numbers in Indonesia and encour-
aged his service chiefs to do the same.

Defence doesn’t want to see these .
personal links severed. They pay off in
helping our service chiefs keep in touch
with high-level Indonesian military -
thinking and help explain internal Indon-
esian policies which otherwise could
heighten distrust between the nations.

One area of co-operation is at risk
until overall relations return to normal.
Australia’s Jindalee over-the-horizon
radar routinely provides images of the
South China Sea to the north of the
republic. This is Indonesia’s main area of
strategic concern and an area of high
risk, given the claims by China, Vietnam,
the Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia
to islets which may or may not hold
ownership of sea bed oil deposits. Aus-
tralia has discussed providing “product”
from Jindalee when fully operational.

If Australia wants to take a more ac-
tive role in any dispute over Timor, step-
ping up surveillance and monitoring of
Indonesian communications seenis most
likely. We have an advanced eavesdrop-
ping station at Darwin, less than 500 kilo-
metres east of Timor. We deploy ships
into the Timor Sea and regularly patrol
with P3C Orion aireraft.

John Stackhonse
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AND ONE MORE
MAKES NINETEEN

Three weeks' ago, Amnesty inter-
national published the names of 60
people Kkilled or missing, presumed

By MARK BAKER,
foreign editor

The Australian Government faces dead. A spokesman said the toll was
renewed pressure to take a stand over being continually updated *““and could
the Dili massacre amid growing signs very easily be as many as 200”.
of a whitewash by the official Indone- But Mr Justice Jaelani, whose five-
sian inquiry into the killings. member inquiry team returned to
The head of the inquiry was Jekarta at the weekend after spend-
reported yesterday to have backed ing 17 days in East Timor, said no
precisely the military’s claim that no evidence had been found to support
more than 19 people were killed and claims of more than 19 dead and 91
91 injured when troops opened fire on injured.
a crowd of unarmed protesters on He said the 19 were buried fully
12 November. ciothed in coffins in a cemetery at
“We have a]ready dug up several Hera on the outskirts of Dili: “Until
places designated by people, but dis- the day we jeft (East Timor) there
covered no more corpses,’”’ the were no indications that there were
inquiry’s head, Mr Justice M. Jaelani, more.”
Asked to comment on those who
told the official Antara newsagency. questioned the low official death toll,
His statement, which contradicts Mr Justice Jaelani said: “It is up to
all other independent estimates of the them, but the (inquiry) will continue
death toll, poses a challenge to the to work objectively.”
Foreign Minister, Senator Evans, who He clajmed also that the names of

the dead were not known. But in an

is due in Jakarta tomorrow to discuss interview with the Jakarta magazine

the massacre with Indonesian

_ authorities. ‘Tempo’ at the weekend, Mr Carras-
Senator Evans has promised to caiao said he had the names of 90
review the nature of Australia’s rela- missing people.

“This is a list of people who haven't
returned home,” he told the intei-
viewer. “I got it from the people.
There are 90 people.”

Mr Justice Jaelani said the report
of his inquiry would be handed to
President Suharto within 10 days and
its evaluation was expected to be
completed by the end of the year.

In an interview with the Indonesian
magazine ‘Editor’ published on Satur-
day Senator Evans, who has already
supported a United Nations probe
into the massacre, appeared to chal-
lenge the impartiality of the Indone-
sian inquiry. -— with agencies

tionship with Indonesia if its inquiry
proves to be manifestly unsatis-
factory.

The Australian ambassador to
Jakarta, Mr Philip Flood, who spent
tive days in Dili earlier this month
investigating the Killings, has sup-
ported estimates by both the Gover-
nor of East Timmor, Mr Mario Carras-
calao, and the Roeman Catholic
Church of a death toll of about 100.
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Dili massacre:

By MARK BAKER,
toreign editor

The Australian Government faces
renewed pressure to take a stand over
the Diii massacre amid growing signs
of a whitewash by the official Indone-
sian inquiry into the killings.

The head of the inquiry was
reported yesterday to have backed
precisely the military’s claim that no
more than 19 people were killed and
91 injured when troops opened fire on

AND ONE MORE
MAKES NINETEEN,

tionship with Indonesia if its inquiry
proves to be manifestly unsatis-
factory.

The Australian ambassador to
Jakarta, Mr Philip Flood, who spent
five days in Dili earlier this month
investigating the Kkillings, has sup-
ported estimates by both the Gover-
nor of East Timor, Mr Mario Carras-
calao, and the Roman Catholic
Church of a death toll of about 100.

Three weeks' ago, Amnesty Inter-
national published the names of 60

( ® ®
inquiry
T

a crowd of unarmed protesters on
12 November.

“We have already dug up several
places designated by people, but dis-
covered no more corpses,’”’ the
inquiry’s head, Mr Justice M. Jaelani,

told the official Antara newsagency.

His statement, which contradicts
all other independent estimates of the
death toli, poses a challenge to the
Foreign Minister, Senator Evans, who

people killed or missing, presumed
dead. A spokesman said the toll was
being continually updated “and could
very easily be as many as 200”.

But Mr Justice Jaelani, whose five-
member inquiry team returned to

is due in Jakarta tomorrow to discuss
the massacre with Indonesian
authorities.

Senator Evans has promised to
review the nature of Australia’s rela-

backs military

Jakarta at the weekend after spend-
ing 17 days in East Timor, said no
evidence had been found to support
claims of more than 19 dead and 91
injured.

He said the 19 were buried fully
clothed in coffins in a cemetery at
Hera on the outskirts of Diii: “Until
the day we left (East Timor) there
were no indications that there were
more.”

Asked to comment on those who
questioned the low official death toll,
Mr Justice Jaelani said: “It is up to
them, but the (inquiry) will continue
to work objectively.”

He claimed also that the names of
the dead were not known. But in an
interview with the Jakarta magazine

Carras-
‘Tempo’ at the weekend, Mr
calaopsaid he had the names of 90
missin people. ,
“Thigs is a list of people who haven t
returned home,” he told the inter-
«1 got it from the people.
here are 90 people:” .
T Mr Justice Jaelani said the report
of his inquiry would pe handed t(é
President Suharto within 10 days art\)
ts evaluation was expected to be
completed by the end of the year.

In an interview with the Indonesian
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Dili inquiry supports
army’s death count

JAKARTA: An official Indonesian
commission investigating the army
shooting of civilians in East Timor has
backed the military’s estimate that only
19 people were killed, the news agency
Antara said yesterday.

Antara quoted the head of the com-
mission, Justice Djaelani, as saying yes-
terday that no evidence was found in
East Timor to confirm reports of a
higher death toll in the November 12 in-
cident.

Other reports have put the death toll
as high as 180.

“We have already dug up several pla-
ces designated by people, but discovered
no more corpses,” said Justice Djaelani,

‘ aretired military officer.

The seven-member commission retur-
ned to Jakarta on Saturday after a 17-
day trip to East Timor, which Indonesia
invaded in 1975 after the departure of
the Portuguese colonial rulers.

The investigators searched several
places in the East Timor capital of Dili
that were believed by residents to be
secret burial sites.

The army said soldiers opened fire to
defend themselves when attacked by a
crowd in Dili's Santa Cruz cemetery
which had been mourning the death of
a slain pro-independence activist.

Justice Djaelani said the 19 listed as
dead were buried fully clothed in coffins
in a cemetery at Hera on the outskirts
of Dili. He said their names were still
not known.

He said another 91 people had been
wounded, again supporting figures
given by the Indonesian military com-
mander, General Try Sutrisno, in an
emotional speech to the People’s Con-
sultative Assembly last month.

The shooting provoked an interna-
tional uproar and led to some countries

suspending aid to Indonesia, whose an-
nexation of East Timor is not recog-
nised by the United Nations. |

Asked to comment on those who ques- |
tioned the low official death toll, Justice
Djaelani said: “It is up to them, but the
(commission) will continue to work ob-
jectively.”

He said the commission’s report would
be handed to President Suharto within
10 days and that a second trip to East
Timor could not be ruled out. The
evaluation was expected to be comple-
ted before the new year, he said.

General Sutrisno has warned that he
will act sternly to preserve peace.

He also warned private Indonesian
groups not to spread negative informa-
tion about their country and threatened
to blacklist their leaders.

The general named no organisation,
but Indonesia’s leading human rights
group, the Legal Aid Institute, said the
East Timor incident had stained the
country’'s reputation and called on the
military to find a less brutal response to
problems.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Senator Evans, is due to arrive in
Jakarta on Thursday for a two-day visit
aimed at persuading the Indonesian
Government to let Australia open a con-
sulate in Dili.

Jakarta is expected to reject the re-
quest, indignant over what it says is for-
eign meddling in Indonesia’s internal
atfairs by the West, including Australia.

Canberra treats East Timor’s merger
with Indonesia as a fait accompli.

The two countries agreed last week on
the companies allowed to explore the
area of the Timor sea which they jointly
administer. The area contains rich oil
reserves.

Reuters i



Evans and the Dili conundrum
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TOMORROW the Minister for Forelgn‘
Affairs, Gareth Evans, begins his visit to'
Indonesm, During his three-day stay he:
has to please two essentially contradlc-
tory constituencies.

The first is his Indonesian interlocu-
tors. The massacre in Dili has changed
the power relationships within the Indo-
nesian elite.

Indonesia’s Foreign Minister, Ali \
Alatas — as the sponsor of the aborted |
visit by Portuguese officials and interna- !
tional journalists to East Timor which
raised expectations which were subse-
quently dashed and, therefore, contri-
buted to the heightened tensions within
East Timor that led up to the massacre —
can be assumed to have suffered some
damage. |

This is important for Australia because
Alatas has been a good friend not only of ‘
Evans but of the Indonesian/Australian
relationship. :

However, it can also be fairly assumed
that President Suharto is not best
pleased by the military hardliners and
the damage they have done to Indone-
sia’s international standing.

The politics of Indonesia are complex.
The relationships of individuals and the
various interest groups they represent
have been seriously shaken up by the
events in Dili.

The other group Evans must satisfy is
the Labor Cabinet and the Labor Cau-
cus. The Caucus, in particular, is subject "
to considerable influence by numerous !
anti-Indonesian activist groups and the
Left generally.

The double standards of the root-and-
branch condemnation of all things Indo-
nesian by some of the activist groups, !
who are silent in the face of far greater | ‘
and more sustained human rights!
abuses elsewhere and who fail to ac- |
knowledge the real progress in both eco- |
nomic and political terms which Indone-'|
sia has made in recent years, is no bar to J
their having great influence on the |
Caucus. \
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These groups will want all of
Australia’s national interests to be sacri-
ficed in the act of making the loudest
and longest protests possible.

This is a great weakness in our foreign
policy debate, that it is frequently driven
by the politics of domestic political
protest.

This is one reason why it is so often so
difficult to get a nuanced or balanced
position adopted. Everyone involved in
Australian politics believes it was essen-
tial for the Government to make a vigor-
ous protest at the massacre in Dili. If
such massacres were standard Indone-
sian policy then it would be very difficult
for Australia to maintain more than a
formal and commercial relationship with
that country.

But the massacre is not a standard or
acceptable part of Indonesian policy.
Indonesia is a society racing ahead eco-
nomically, with a stable middle class of 50
million to 60 million. It is a liberalising
society, becoming more sophisticated,
more tolerant. If Australia were to engi-
neer a rupture in the relationship with
Indonesia our ability to encourage that
process, not least in Timor, would be nil.

Australians have not accepted at all the
importance of a successful, stable Indo-
nesia to our national interests. Following
only the United States and Japan, no
country is more important to us than In-
donesia. Its command of the sea and air

(91

approaches to Australia is obvious. Its
size — 180 million, the world’s fifth most
populous nation and the largest Islamic
nation — is also obvious.

What is less well understood is the com-
mercial, political and cultural stake we
now have in Indonesia. As the dominant
nation in South-East Asia, a hostile In-

donesia could block virtually any Aust-
i that the inquiry must produce a public

ralian initiative in the region.

Moreover, our direct commercial ties
have expanded exponentially in recent
years. More than 120 Australian com-
panies are active in Indonesia, it is our
eighth largest export market and direct
Australian investment is now more than

$US1 billion ($1.3 billion). The two-way

trade balance is heavily in our favour.
The real challenge to Evans will be to
manage the politics back in Australia.
His Indonesian hosts — by arranging a
call on Suharto, and meetings with min-
isters such as General Try Sutrisno, the

éTrade balance
in our favour?

head of the Indonesian armed forces,
and Admiral Sudomo, the Security Min-
ister, as well as Governor Carrascalao,
the Governor of East Timor, plus the of-
ficials conducting the inquiry into the
massacre — have demonstrated a desire
to make the visit a success.

But Evans and the Government he
represents have made Australia-Indone-
sian relations a hostage to the Indone-
sian inquiry into the Dili massacre.
Evans has said the Government will
review the whole relationship if the
inquiry is not satisfactory.

What does this mean? Is the question
of Indonesian sovereignty over Timor,
which underlies the Timor Gap Treaty
which the Hawke Government commit-
ted itself to in December 1989, up for
grabs?

It would be quite possible for the Indo-
nesian authorities to repudiate the mas-
sacre and move to discipline those re-

sponsible for it without coming out pub- f
licly in the way that generally happens in |

Australia. In fact, this is likely to be the
Indonesian response. But the Hawke
Government has generated immense
political expectations within Australia

scapegoat.

The dangers of the bilateral relation-
ship being caught up in the ebb and flow
of domestic Australian politics are great,
particularly in the middle of this leader-
ship crisis. After all, how better for the
Prime Minister to shore up his support
with the Left than by taking a super
hard line with the Indonesians?

Similarly, Evans’s ability to speak de-
finitively for the Government is limited
by the: drift and malaise in Canberra.
Will commitments, or less precise under-
standings, entered into by Evans on be-
half of the Hawke Government be hon-
oured by a Keating government, should
Keating become prime minister? Indeed,
would Keating necessarily keep Evans as
foreign minister?

One thing is certain, Jakarta will not be
unaware of the crisis of the Hawke Gov-

_ernment,

Evans argued in his recent book on for-
eign policy that the relationship with In-
donesia had recently acquired much
more ballast and would only be blown off
course by a storm. It may be that in fu-
ture the so-called ballast will be more im-
portant than the high political profile
the relationship has recently had.

It could become a relationship of re-
gions, with the Northern Territory’s in-
volvement in- the economic growth of
eastern Java a good example.

But for Evans, the first task is to keep
the relationship on an even keel, while
restating Australia’s objection to Indo-
nesia’s methods in East Timor. Given
the crisis in which his own Government
is caught, this will be no small feat.
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8 facing death

charge over "
Timor protest

By MOSES MANOHARAN,
Jakarta, Wednesday

Indonesia will bring charges
carrying the death penalty against
eight people arrested by soldiers
after last month’s massacre in
East Timor.

The ‘Jakarta Post’ has quoted
senior officials of the Attorney-
General’s office as saying eight of
the 32 people arrested after the
12 November shooting would be
charged with subversion, a charge
that carries a maximum punish-
ment of death. -

“Not everyone will be charged
with subversion. Some were inac-
tive participants,” the Attorney-
General, Mr Singgih, said.

Another official said a team had
been sent to Dili to help local offi-
cials prepare the cases. He did not
say whether the other 24 detainees
would be brought to court on other
charges.

The Australian Foreign Minis-
ter, Senator Evans, is due to arrive
in Jakarta tomorrow to discuss the
massacre with senior officials.

Witnesses say more than 100
people were Kkilied in the ceme-
tery, a figure disputed by Indone-
sia’s military, which puts the death
toll at 19.

The military says the crowd of
3500 people, gathered in Santa
Cruz cemetery to mourn the death
of a separatist sympathiser, pro-
voked the soldiers, but many wit-
nesses say the troops opened fire
without warning or provocation.

The issue may be raised in talks
between Senator Evans and Indo-
nesian leaders, including Presi-
dent Suharto, the Defence Minis-
ter, General Benny Murdani, and
the armed forces commander,
General Try Sutrisno.

Senator Evans will press for the
opening of an Australian consulate
in DIli, a request Jakarta is expect-
ed to turn down on the ground that
it would constitute meddling in
Indonesia’s internal affairs.

Diplomats said the focus of the
visit would be to persuade the Gov-
ernment to publish the facts about
the shooting and to ensure that the
report of an official commission
set up to inquire into the violence
contained the true death toll.

Senator Evans has said he
believes at least 75 people died.
Residents say mass burial sites
were dug around Dili to bury the
victims.

Jakarta bans ‘Age’ reporter

Indonesia has barred the ‘Age’
South-East Asia correspondent,

Lindsay Murdoch, from covering

the visit to Jakarta by Australia’s
Foreign Minister, Senator Evans.

Indonesia gave no reasons last
night for the decision to refuse the
visa application, which was lodged
more than three weeks ago. More
than 20 other Australian journal-
ists and film crew have been given
visas to accompany Senator Evans
on his trip, starting today.

Senator Evans is making the vis-
it to express Australia’s concern
about the 12 November massacre
in Dili.

The editor of ‘The Age’, Mr
Michael Smith, said last night that
the selective banning of Australian
journalists was unfortunate and
would do nothing to help build
trust between the Australian and
Indonesian communities.

Mr Murdoch said in Bangkok
last night: “I am extremely disap-
pointed. My reporting over three
years has been accurate, fair and
sensitive to cultural differences
between our two countries.

“If Australia and Indonesia are
to have an open and friendly rela-
tionship, we have to understand
each other. Retarding the free
flow of information by selectively
banning journalists, as Indonesia
has consistently done, will only
add to suspicion and distrust.”

Mr Murdoch was to have cov-
ered Senator Evans’ visit for ‘The
Age’ and ‘The Sydney Morning
Herald’. He has been refused a
visa twice before, although he has
been allowed in the country about
10 times.

Senator Evans will meet Indone-
sian Government leaders, includ-
ing President Suharto.

The commission chief, Mr Jus-
tice Jaelani, appeared on Monday
to come out in support of the mili-
tary’s death toll, saying a search of
the suspected burial sites yielded
no new corpses.

His comments could undermine
the credibility of the commission’s
final report, diplomats said.

The commission returned to
Jakarta on Saturday after three
weeks seeking evidence in the for-
mer Portuguese colony. The
seven-man commission is to
present its report to President Su-
harto within 10 days.

Severa! Western countries have
said they may take action if the
report appears to be a whitewash,
and Canberra has said it would
review Its ties with Jakarta. The
Netherlands, Denmark and Cana-
da have already suspended aid.

Canberra’s indignation might be
tempered by strategic interests,
diplomats said. Australia, one of
the few countries to recognise
Indonesia’s takeover of East
Timor, is anxious to tap rich off-
shore oilfields between Australia
and East Timor and to improve
ties with Indonesia.

Australia and Indonesia this
month granted permits to 55 oil
companies to explore the Timor

Gap, a move being challenged by
Portugal.

Jakarta has charged that for-
eign media coverage of the shoot-
ing was exaggerated and partly to
blame for the ensuing inter-
national outrage. The Information
Minister, Mr Harmoko, said today
that foreign media reports were
almed at discrediting Indonesia.

® More than 100 prominent Aus-
tralians have urged Senator Evans
to press the Indonesian Govern
ment to accept a United Nation:
role in talks on East Timor.

A letter signed by church lead
ers, judges and politicians of ali
the main parties disputes Senator
Evans’'s statement that the Dili
massacre was an aberration and
urges him to call for the withdraw-
al of Indonesian troops from East
Timor. To deny self-determination
and worthwhile dialogue to the
East Timorese Is a certain recipe
for both continued conflict and
deep misunderstandings between
Australia and Indomnesia, the letter
says.
® in Washington, the human
rights group Asia Watch is pushing
for an international inquiry into
the massacre.

- Reuter, AP
PAGE 13: Editorial.
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HE victims of the Santa Cruz massacre will loom
over today’s visit to Jakarta by Senator Gareth
Evans, despite frantic efforts by Indonesian
authorities to make them disappear. Whether the
Foreign Minister will have the political and moral courage
to take an effective stand against the Indonesian behavior
in East Timor remains doubtful. Certainly there are no
grounds for optimism in the history of Australian

appeasement since the Indonesian invasion 16 years ago, or
in the Hawke Government’s response to last month’s bloody

‘massacre in the Dili cemetery. But there are reasons for
‘hoping that Senator Evans might be tempted belatedly to

demonstrate to Indonesian authorities that Australia’s
professed concern for human rights is serious and
consistent. We trust that he will do so.

Senator Evans’ visit coincides with the apparent

‘whitewash of the Dili Kkillings by Indonesia’s Justice

Jaelani, who, not surprisingly, is said to have supported the
Indonesian military’s claim that no more than 19 people
were killed and 91 injured in the massacre. These figures
are utterly inconsistent with the estimates of the Australian
Government, Amnesty International and the Governor of
East Timor, Mr Maric Carrascalao, all of whom put the
death toll at between 60 and 100. The actual numbers are
irrelevant, but the transparent attempt to minimise the
massacre is deeply disturbing. Justice Jaelani’s reported
tinding is consistent with the defiant attitude of the
Indonesian military that its troops deserve promotion for
mowing down unarmed civilians. .

In a timely and potentially important policy shift,
Senator Evans has told the Jakarta weekly ‘Editor" that
Australia now wants an independent United Nations
investigation into the 12 November massacre. He also
declared Australia’s concern about other Indonesian
human rights violations, inciuding torture. Earlier, Senator

| Evans had pledged to review Australia’s relationship with

Indonesia if its inquiry proved unsztisfactory. If he has said
what he meant, and meant what he said, he would seem
positioned to abandon his ludicrous view that the massacre
resulted from “aberrant behavior” by a group within the
Indonesian military. He sught, therefore, to insist on a
disinterested UN invesiigation of the massacre and on a
UN-supervised act of self-determination for the East
Timorese people. For Senator Evans to demand less in the
hope of appeasing a large and unpredictable neighbor
would be to retreat from Australia’s highest moral
standards and to condemn the East Timorese to more of
the same from Indonesia. He has to do better — for the
international honor of this country, and for the people of
East Timor.
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Timor losses include refugees

THE lot of the people of
East Timor, abandoned by
Portugal first to civil war
and then to invasion by
Indonesia, must command
our sympathy. The brutal
slaughter of unarmed
civilians on November 12
must also be condemned.

But we must not allow
emotion to obscure or distort
the facts, as Mr Ken White
does in his letter (13/12).

Mr White’s picture of East
Timor as a thriving economy
in 1975 ignores the yawning
gap between the relative —
and superficial — prosperity
of Dili and the subsistence-
level poverty of the country-
side, where the bulk of the
population lives. Per capita
income in East Timor is now
very much higher than when
Portugal withdrew, but the
province nevertheless re-
mains one of Australia’s
poorest neighbours both in
terms of per capita income
and longer term potential.

Fretilin no doubt had a
“populist Catholic” dimen-
sion. The movement was,
however, predominantly

Marxist in orientation and
there were solid grounds for
Indonesia’s fears at the time
of a “Cuba” on its doorstep.
Fretilin’s “modest and con-
structive efforts” towards de-
mocracy and independence
prompted an exodus of 40,000
refugees into West Timor.

As to claims of “genocide”,
the figure of 60,000 was first
cited in 1976 by the leader of
one of the East Timorese
political factions as compris-
ing those who “had lost their
lives or homes”, including
the 40,000 refugees who fled
over the border. The num-
bers of those killed in the
civil war and subsequent in-
vasion were certainly swollen
afterwards by malnutrition,
famine and disease in the
countryside. Deplorable as
these losses are, they clearly
do not constitute proof of a
policy of genocide.

DAVID ANDERSON
Executive Director
Pacific Security
Research Institute
Sydney



actually fing,

n Jakarta, coming on the eve
of Senator Evans's Visit, are
[ Seen in government circles as
unhelpful in the

Sued’ a statement
g against

Statement
g of the deal,
Y Australia’s ambassador to
Indonesia, Mr Philip Flood,

part, Mr s

or the concly-

f deal
ploitation

extreme,

Government is
Increased preg.-

its stance mitfee “was oy Australian HOme Affairs, Mr
foreign  affairs ~ officiqs terday defended
tugese embassy yes- Seemed reluctant to investi-

gate
the signing th
yesterday of 11
whose footage
sacre was
the US and
committee
perience”
official in Dilj
more concerneq

says the
attended

and his Indonesian counter-
abam
gravates the dispute between
Portugal ang Australia over
the legitimacy of the treaty.

of the Timor Gap’s
resources is illicit and indic-
ates Australia’s “open colly-
slon” with Indonesia,

In London, g British parlia-
mentary human rights com-

properly the details of
e Dili massacre.

Cameraman Mr Max Stahl,

shown in Europe,
Australia, told the
he had a “bag ex-
with one Australian

of injuries to an Indonesian

Siagian, ag- Timorese

no longer
of aspirations”

to share ex-

rity approach,”

e 11 >
of the mas. we 1leed other

ments,

His statement,
who seemeq
about reports criticism from

1 HE

Evans
9/ iQ /4l
stance on

THE Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Trade, Senator
Evans, flies into Jakarta
today with the diplomatic
crisis over the Dili massacre
threatening to deteriorate
further.

Foreign affairs officialg in
Canberra were refusing yes-
terday to respond to strong
indications that the Indone-
sian Government intends to
adopt a hardline response to
Australian and international
concern over the November 12
. Shootings in East Timor,

This followed reports in the
Indonesian media that the
head of the Indonesian in-
quiry into the massacre, Jus-
tice Djaelani, was playing
down the number of civilian
deaths. His comments ap-
peared to support the official
military  position that 19
people died in the massacre.

Australian officialg believe
the number may have been
closer to 100.

Human rights group Asia
Watch yesterday began push-
ing for an internatfional in-
quiry into the massacre to
check reports that 70 to 200
people were killed.

“Even a month after the
massacre took place, the need
for such g commission
remains urgent,” the United

AUSIRAGAN
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Dili massacre

By foreign affairs writer TONY PARKINSON

hardline

States-based group said.

Jakarta will press subver-
sion charges — which carry
the maximum benalty of
death — on eight, people who
were detained following the
shootings.

The Hawke Government,
under pressure from the
Labor Caucus, has pledged a
fundamental review of rela-
tions with Australia's largest
regional neighbour if the in-
quiry into the deaths proves
inadequate. Mr Hawke has
said he will not accept a
whitewash.

Reports of Justice D jaelani’s
views appear to add weight to
fears that Jakarta may seek
to tough out the incident. Re-
cent unrepentant remarks by
powerful Indonesian figures —
most notably the chief of the
armed forces, General Try
Sutrisno — have set the tone
of Indonesia’s public response
to international criticism,.

But a foreign affairs spokes-
man said yesterday that Aus-
tralia would await the formal
response from the Indonesian
Government before deciding
its next course of action.

“It would not be proper for

Continued — Page 6
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us to start making comments
about what may or may not be
the contents
report before it ig
lised,” he said.

. However, the developments

officer than the fate of East
civiliansg,
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By LINDSAY MURDOCH,
South-East Asia correspondent,
Singapore, Thursday

Indonesia’s President Suharto has
refused to schedule a meeting with
the Foreign Minister, Senator
Evans, who is in Jakarta to press
Australia’s concerns about East
Timor.

A meeting Senator Evans had
scheduled with President Suharto
for tomorrow morning is now
unlikely to take place.

Australian officials were tonight
still trying hurriedly to arrange a
meeting before Senator Evans
returns to Australia on Saturday.

But the refusal of President
Suharto to set a meeting signals
that Senator Evans’ mission may
be trouble, Western diplomats in
Jakarta said.

Senator Evans has so far
declined to comment on the meet-
ings he held today with senior Gov-
ernment representatives, includ-
ing the Foreign Minister, Mr Ali
Alatas, and the Home Affairs Min-
ister, Mr Rudini.

Senator Evans said on his arriv-
al in Jakarta this morning that the
main objectives of his three day
visit were to convey Australia’s
deep concern at the Indonesian
army’s 12 November massacre of
East Timorese, to encourage Indo-
nesia to conduct a fair inquiry and
to try to work out a long term solu-
tion to the East Timor issue.

Diplomats say the attitude of
President Suharto will dictate
Indonesia’s reponse to the visit.

Australian officials in Jakarta
were tonight attempting to play
down suggestions that President
Suharto has decided to snub Sena-
tor Evans.

During Senator Evans’ other
visits to Jakarta, President Su-
harto has agreed to meet him. Sen-
ator Evans worked closely with In-
donesia in pushing a United
Nations peace plan for Cambodia.
He is friends with Mr Alatas.

- A spokesman for Senator Evans
said tonight he would not be able
to say whether a meeting would 80
ahead. “The senator’s program is
still being worked on. No meetmg
is confirmed.”

Senator Evans’ printed Jakarta
program lists a meeting with Pres-
ident Suharto for tomorrow morn-
ing.

0 balk S at

Senator Evans meets his Indonesian counterpart, Mr Alatas, for
talks in Jakarta.

Asked about this, the spokesman
said: “It was always (a) tentative
program, It was the ideal time for
him (Senator Evans) to see the
President. Other important meet-
ings have taken place.”

Mr Suharto’s only public com-
ment on the massacre so far has
been to dismiss international sanc-
tions imposed by some countries
as an unwarranted fuss over a
“tiny island”. He said that Indone-
sia would do without aid if donor
countries tried to link it to the kill-
ings.
“If we get aid with a precondi-
tion that East Timor should be like
this or that, we’d better not (take
it) because it's a violation of ...
our principles,” Mr Suharto said.

Earlier, Senator Evans urged

Indonesia to ensure that its inqui-
ry into the Dili massacre is credi-
ble and that its findings are acted
upon promptly.

Senator Evans stressed that the
purpose of his three-day visit was
not to lecture Indonesia or to inter-
fere in its internal affairs.

“I come as a concerned friend
and neighbor to Indonesia, not as
some kind of international com-
missar on human rights,” he said.

“I come, moreover, as someone
deeply conscious of just how diffi-
cult it is to maintain unity and
cohesion in a country as vast and
complex as this one is.

“The main objective is to com-
municate as a friend and neighbor
our very deep sense of concern
about what happened in Dili on

November 12. That deep concern
is felt not only in Austraiia and in
the wider international communi-
ty, but also here in Indonesia.”

Senator Evans said it was in
Indonesia’s interests to ensure the
official inquiry was not a white-
wash.

“Obviously when a people’s
army turns its guns on its own
people something has gone very
sadly wrong,” he said.

“Obviously, there needs to be an
inquiry which is free, accurate,
just and thorough. The important
thing now, however, is to finish the
job that was started so well.

“The most important reason for
completing the job well is from
Indonesia’s own national interest
perspective. If the job is not seen
as being complete, questions will
arise of stress on a number of
bilateral relationships and ques-
tions will arise about international
confidence in Indonesia. Ques-
tions of particular difficulty will
arise in resolving the East Timor
question in the United Nations
once and for all.”

Senator Evans said Australia
was not trying to push its own
beliefs on Indonesia. These beliefs
were “the principles of just and
civilised humanity”.

Senator Evans said Australia’s
recognition of Indonesia’s sover-
eignty over East Timor was not in
question.

“We recognise, as we have done
since 1979, Indonesia’s de jure sov-
ereignty over East Timor. What
we want to explore is that within
that framework, it is possible to
develop economic, social and
political strategies which will give
East Timorese greater confi-
dence, greater comfort,” he said.

The United Nations does not
recognise Indonesia’s annexation
of East Timor.

Senator Evans is expected to
meet the Defence Minister,
General Benny Murdani, and the
armed forces commander,
General Try Sutrisno.
® In Canberra: MEGAN BACK-
HOUSE reports that East Timor-
ese resistance groups yesterday
rebuked Australia for recognising
Indonesia’s invasion of East Timor
and called on the Federal Govern-
ment to impose economic sanc-

tions. — with agencies
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ONE of the most urgent

priorities facing the new
Prime Minister, Mr Keat-
ing, will be to address him-
self to pressing questions of
Australia’s role in the world
and its relations with our
closest neighbours.
Surprisingly little is known

of the Keating world view. |.

But, with Australia engaged’
in an unusually intense period
of high-profile diplomacy, Mr
Keating will be called on to

take a direct, hands-on role in | .
the coming weeks in prosecut- |

ing Australla’s interests in the
region, in world trade, and in
our most important bilateral
relationship with the Umted
States. :
It will be a hect1c and d1ff1-
* cult schedule. .
- President Bush is to arrive
in 10 days for the first visit by’
.a US leader in almost 25 years.

The Uruguay Round ofi- .

trade negotiations, which
could see the world fracturing
into three key trading blocs, is
reaching its climax.

And an official inquiry into |- i

the Dill massacre will lodge its

repért with the Indonesian
Government before the end !

. of the year. . Sk

Infurlated
* officials |

If the fea.red wmtewash oc-
curs this could, on the basis |
_of.criteria laid down by Mr
Hawke, bring on a fundamen-

tal. breach in relations with |

.our largest neighbour. -
Mr -Keating must play an

upfront role in all these areas, . -

not only to steer a path
through significant difficul-
ties.—most acutely with Indo-

.nesia — but to ensure that

. Australia is again perceived
as §endmg clear s1gnals

fohcy
h: engew

- Evans out of that porttofio at=T]

" . widely seen here and overseas

- future as tied inextricably to '

~ -east Asia, north Asia and the
_south Paclﬁc that
. Canberra.

. Asia as the “stopover” on the

".-. . toengageinflippancy. . | -

- “only four trips to Asia in eight -
. years, but had travelled" the
‘“antigue circuit” — the US

The”leadershlp crisis Has:
created a degree of confusion |- -

among foreign governments,.
-The federal Opposition claims-

it “has ‘diverted Mr Hawke|
from assuming a proper role: -

at aninternational level.
Indonesian commentators

have attributed some of the |

anger in Australia’s response
. to.the November 12 massacre

aS partly due to the domestic

pressures on Mr Hawke.

.-..Mr Keating’s challenge is to ,

end that confusion. His words
and actions- ‘will be watched
closely,“’ and ‘nowhere more
than in . south-east Asia,
where he is regarded, to some"
extent, as an unknown.

(A’ significant factor will be

whether he chooses to bury
past rivalries and differences
_ with the Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Trade, Senator
Evans. Any move to sh1ft

such a crucial time would be

as’~ questionable
judgment,

Mr Keating has travelled ex-
tensively, but more in. Europe
and North America than in
Australia’s immediate sur-
rounds. The’ Opposmop re-
leased figures last night indi-
cating Mr Keating had made

Pohtlcal

and Europe — 14 times.
But Australia has defined its

the Asia-Pacific region, and it
is the region taking in south-

is of |
primary strateglc interest to |

Mr Keating once described

way to Europe. As Prime Min-
ister in a region where cul- :
tural sensitivities run-deep, he
will not have the same luxury |

{

TMr Keatmg a.ppa.rently re- _
cognised the need to bring the |
focus closer to home when he
issued his first challenge.

. In an interview prior to the
Caucus ballot, he said he felt
Australia needed to pay more
attention to Japan, Indonesia
and New Zealand. It was an
argument which infuriated
some senior Foreign Affairs |
officials, given the emphasis
placed on relations with these
countrles over recent yea.rs N

" Another of Mr Keating's |
“off-the-cuff remarks during
" the first challenge was his ref-

.erence to relations with the
"US: “I am not going to bein a

. -position where I spring to at-
- tention the moment an Amer-
‘ican president picks up the
-phone;” he was reported to

ave said.
In just over a week, Mr Ke-
ating -must enter direct head-

- to-head disgussions with Mr

Bush on the.state of the.alli-. |
ance, and the dispute over US

-agriculf,ura.l subsidies which

has so angered Australian'
farmers. .
The Opposition spokesman

"on foreign affairs, Senator

Robert Hill, said it was vitalin-
the lead—up to the Bush visit’

- that Mr Keating end the per- |

ception that he ‘was anti-
American.

The Indonesian relatlonshlp
shapes as the most trouble-

- Ssome.” Relations are on the. |
.verge of crisis.

One of Mr Keating's tough-
est early decisions will be
whether to proceed with plans
for a prime ministerial visit to

~ Jakarta early next year..

. It would be his first to Indo-
nesia. If he goes, he will face
dissent within an already
.divided Caucus. If he cancels,

_ it is almost certain to put the

chill into relations.
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Bishops

plead for
Timorese
clemency

By correspondents
in Dili and Jakarta

THE Indonesian Bishop's
Council last night appealed
for c¢lemency for Timorese
demonstrators under arrest
and facing the death penalty
on charges of subversion in
connection with the Dili
demonstration and subse-
quept massacre last month.

The council called on Presi-
dent Suharto not to take ac-
tion against the young East
Timorese, but to try instead
to restore faith and trust in
the Indonesian Government.

“Those children should not
be punished,” the council’s
vice-chairman, Bishop Leo
Sukoto, said.

“Those to be punished are
the ones who manipulated
young people for their politi-
cal ends.”

‘Indonesian government
leaders. have been blaming
foreign media and alleged in-
terference by Portugal for
causing the tensions that led
to the demonstration and
subsequent massacre at Dili
in which eyewitnesses say u
to 100 Timorese were killed.
.cll?,lilarta claims only 19 people

ed.

The bishops yesterday also
called for more dialogue in
East Timor to promote
mutual understanding and
trust in the wake of the Dili
bloodshed.

“One step which can be
taken is to open a dialogue
between the church, the local
government and the ABRI
(Indonesian armed forces)
there,” the chairman of the
council, Bishop Darmaatma-
ja, said.

He told reporters after
meeting President Suharto
that, through dialogue, the
aspirations of the people in
East Timor — a former Portu-
gese enclave annexed by

heard, - —

Indonesia in 1976 — could be

- leaving the streets of Dili in a

“luxury goods, brought into

50

The bishops were prepared
to help the Government with
this dialogue, the council said,
adding: “This mechanism will
help a lot because through di-
alogue, mutual understanding
can be developed”.

Bisho Darmaatmaja
pointed out that following the
November 12 shooting in Dili
people there were feeling “not
s0-at peace” and afraid.

Foreign observers in Dili re-
port that young East Timo-
rese are in a state of psycho-
logical shock.

“With that firing, they
broke our  hearts but
strengthened our will to
fight,” said a young man after
attending evening mass at the
Motael church in Dili,

He ignored the warning of
an older man to stop talking
to a foreign reporter because
security officials were-
approaching. ¢

The November 12 shooting |
was a turning peoint for' his
generation, the first to reach
adulthood under Indonesia’s
16-year rule.

Young people like him be-
lieve supporting the Catholic
Church, the dominant reli-
gion of the former Portuguese
colony, is the only way left to
them to demonstrate their |
separate culture.

Most of the rest of Indonesia
follows Islam, including the
majority of the 10,000 or more
soldiers Indonesia keeps in
East Timor to fight a dwin-
dling band of guerillas and
help build up the local
economy.

Young men loitexr in the
main shopping area of Dili,
scowling or staring in fear at
outsiders. They disappear into
their shanties in the evening;,

silence sometimes broken by a
ramshackle taxi hurrying
home before dark. K
“It was not always like this,”
a foreign aid worker said. -
Once the dusty roads of the
provincial city - of 126,000
people bustled with life and
colour late into the evening. *
She recalled shops selling

Dili by ships from Singapore;
staying open until late at
night until three months ago.:

Now, the town comes to life
only on Sundays when the
East Timorese turn up in
strength for church services.

“They look to the church as
a kind of resistance to
change,” sald the Governor,
Mr Mario Viegas Carrascalao.

Women students in the de-
crepit Unlversity of East
Timor said they had not had
any discussion on the Novem-
ber 12 violence.

AFP, Reuters
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to meet Evans

Indonesia’s President Suharto has refused
to schedule a meeting with the Foreign
Minister, Senator Evans, who is in Jakarta
to press Australia’s concerns about East
Timor.

Australian officials are still trying hur-
riedly to arrange a meeting before Sena-
tor Evans returns to Australia on Satur-
day, but the refusal of President Suharto
to set a meeting signals that Senator Ev-
ans’ mission may be trouble, Western dip-
lomats in Jakarta said.

Senator Evans has so far declined to
comment on the meetings he held yester-
day with senlor Government representa
tives, although diplomats say the attitude

of President Suharto will dictate 7

Indonesia’s reponse to the visit.
PAGE 7: Report.

AGE L0 |5
Suharto refuses B

President Suharto: refusal signals that
mission may be in trouble.
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in Jakarta 9¢ {13.{G/
THE Minister for Foreign

Affairs, Senator Evans, began |
his three-day visit to Indone-
! sla yesterday greeted by Indo-

nesian newspaper editorials
telling Australia to mind its
own business.

The influential English-lan-
guage Jakarta Post said it
would not be difficult to clas-
sify Senator Evans’s visit, and
previous resolutions by the
federal ALP Caucus on East
Timor, as “a blatant act of
interference in Indonesia’s
internal affairs”.
~While acknowledging the
importance of human rights
in the global political culture,
the Post said the “harsh reac-
tions in Australia, the strident
statements made by a number
of organisations and political
leaders, especially the Aust-
ralian Labor Party, and by
members of the Government,
as well-as the bellicose actions
against a number of Indone-
sian diplomatic and consular
offices in Australia, must
surely have diminished the ef-
ficacy of whatever overtures -
Minister Gareth Evans in-

)n

- come to Indonesia as a “con-

cerned friend and neighbour
I1 of Indonesia, not as some kind

of international commissar on
human rights”.

He also said the values of
human rights were universal
values, not just Australian
values. He quoted an editorial
earlier this week from the
Post which endorsed “the
principle of just and civilised
humanity to which we
a%here".

enator Evans, who began
the day not knowing whoghis
prime minister would be at
day’s end, refused to be drawn
on the leadership battle
within the Government, say-
ing he did not want to pre-
empt Caucus’s decision in any
way.

However, he did say he had
spoken to the former prime
minister Mr Bob Hawke early
-yesterday morning, just be-
fore he left Singapore for Ja-
karta.

When asked whether the

leadership crisis affected the
credibility and effectiveness
of his visit, he replied: “I am
still the Foreign Minister and
expect to remain so.

s to make during his

people something has
very sadly wrong.”

assume complete continuity
so_far as Australian foreign
policy is concerned.”

Senator Evans was also
critical of Indonesia’s decision
to deny a visa to an Age jour-
nalist, Lindsay Murdoch, de-
scribing it as “an unhelpful
step”.

“During the last two years,
about 200 Australian journal-
ists have visited Indonesia.
Their reporting has done a
great deal to develop a better
understanding of the
country.”

It was not in Indonesia’s

long-term interests to stop
communication and Senator
Evans said he would be rais-
ing the matter with the Indo-
nesian Government.
_ His visit had three main ob-
jectives. The first was to com-
municate “our deep sense of
concern about what happened
in Dili on November 12”,

The second was to “encour-
age Indonesia’s Government
to conclude the inquiry into
the killings in a way that will
be seen as appropriate by the
international community. Ob-
viously when a people’s army
turns its guns on its own
gone

Senator Evans then quoted
the words of Indonesia’s
President Suharto saying the
nquiry needed to be “free, ac-
curate, just and thorough”.

He said he wanted to ac-
knowledge the significance of
the inquiry being set up, ad-
ding: “It was an entirely un-
precedented development.”

He would not be drawn on
reports that the commission
hapq accepted the Indonesian

f military’s figure of 19 dead,
saylng it was too early to
know what the commission’s
final report would be.

If the inquiry was not comp-
leted in a credible way, Indo-
nesla would face strains on g,
number of its bilateral rela-
tions, as well as straining in-
tematglonal confidence in In-
donesia. It would also make a
final resolution of the East
Timor question in the United
Nations more difficult.

Senator Evans said the third
purpose of the visit was to ex-
plore with the Indonesian
Government what might be
done towards the long-term

resolution of the East Timor
conflict.

Australia’s “starting point”
was de jure recognition of In-
donesia’s sovereignty over
East Timor. That had been
official Australian policy since
1979. -

Within that framework, he
hoped economic, social and
political strategies could be
developed which would give
the East Timorese greater
confidence in their relations
with Indonesia.

Senator Evans denied the
suggestion the Australian re-
sponse to the East Timor
issue was determined by do-
mestic politics.

“Of course, it’s a delicate,
difficult, controversial issue in
Australla but we make our
judgments from the perspec-
tive of Australia’s overall na-
tional interests not on the

Straining
confidence

basis of transient political
pressures.”

Senator Evans's first meet-
ing yesterday was with his In-
donesian counterpart, Mr Ali
Alatas. He subsequently lun-
ched with the Minister for
Home Affairs, Mr Rudini,

It was unclear whether he
would meet General Try
Sutrisno, chief of Indonesia’s

. armed forces, or be given the
. opportunity to call on Presi-

dent Suharto.

Mr Alatas was quoted in yes
terday’s Indonesian press as
saying the visit would provide
the opportunity for a “heart-
to-heart” meeting.

He also indicated the Indo-
nesians were unhappy with
the strength of the Australian
action, saying: “I have a few

things I want to raise about,

our evaluation of statements
and actions made by Aus-
tralia.”

“THeE AusT(Lq\,{Af Jo |14 (4)

Senator

S

ruggles with

a delicate balancing act

By GREG SHERIDAN in Jakarta

IT would be impossible to
imagine a more spectacularly

COMMENT "

forlorn or inauspicious set of
circumstances for one of the
most delicate and difficult
diplomatic missions the Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade, Senator Evans, has
ever undertaken.

Not only did Senator Evans
not know yesterday who the
Australian prime minister
would be at the end of the
day, he could not even be
totally sure who the foreign
minister would be.

It was the worst possible co-
incidence for a foreign minis-
ter already walking a danger-
ous tightrope.

On the one hand, during
this visit, Senator Evans has
to show the folks back home
that he has impressed on the
Indonesians the strength of
Australian feeling over the
killings in East Timor.

On the other hand, he has
to do this in such a way as not
to threaten Australia’s funda-
mental national interests in
its relations with Indonesia.

Senator Evans was expected
to raise the possibility of Aus-
tralia opening a consulate in
Dili, as well as the possibility
of the United Nations Secre-
tary-General using his good
offices to help solve the con-
flict in East Timor.

But, judging by the tone of
the Indonesian press yester-
day, he was not likely to get
very far.

Last month’s statement by
Indonesia’s Defence Minis-
ter, General Benny Murdani,

Senator Evans yesterday
. : . accomplished

was quoted on the front page
of the Jakarta Post to the ef-
fect that there was no reason
to have a consulate in Dili.
But all of Senator Evans’s
Indonesian interlocutors
were acutely aware of the
crisis in Canberra and the in-
evitably weakened position in
which this put Senator Evans.
The Jakarta Post, in an edi-
torial devoted to Senator
Evans’'s visit, opined that:
“Another factor weakening
the efficacy of Minister
Evans’s mission is the present
instability of Prime Minister
Bob Hawke’s Government.
Our hope is that Foreign Min-
ister Evans will not feel too
tied down by the Australian
parliamentary resolution re-
garding East Timor or feel
tempted to try to achieve the

maximum in that context in
order to safeguard his own
political future.”

The indications were that

. Indonesia’s authorities were

not in the mood to be making
too many apologies.

The Indonesia Times repor-
ted on its front page that the
President, Mr Suharto, had
asked members of the Press
Council to discuss the impact
of foreign media reports on
the Dili incident because the
reports had damaged Indone-
sia’s image.

Further, there appeared to
be some shrinkage in Senator

Evans’s official program, al-

though this was hotly denied
by his minders who said the
program was still not final-
ised and several appoint-
ments were still up in the air.

But if the Australian-Indo-
nesian relationship is to go
into deep freeze, it will not be
through lack of effort by both
country’s foreign ministers.

Indeed the Prime Minister,
Mr Keating, might have
cause to be grateful he has
Senator Evans to handle this
complex situation.

Senator Evans’s lawyerly
approach, his  negotiating
skills and his accomplished
quality as a draftsman of
compromise resolutions with
just enough ambiguity to
allow two essentially contra-
dictory points of view to co-
exist may be very much in
need in the coming months.
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Mr Ramos Horta yesterday .

AUSTRALIA was trying to delay in-
evitable action against Indonesia over
the November 12 massacre in Dili, East
Timorese resistance leader Mr Jose
Ramos Horta said yesterday.

Australia has said it is awaiting the re-
port of an official Indonesian govern-
ment inquiry into the massacre before
taking action.

Former prime minister Mr Bob Hawke
and other government leaders have said
the inquiry must be full, open and
“dinkum”.

The head of the inquiry, Justice Djae-
lani of the Indonesian Supreme Court,
has been quoted by the official Indone-
sian news agency Antara as supporting

usmess, Evans told

. ‘we understand Australia’s dilemma’ — Picture: DAVID GRAY

Canberra delaying inevitable, Horta says

the army’s widely disputed account that
only 19 people were killed.

Australia believes more than 70 people
were Kkilled when Indonesian troops
opened fire on a crowd in Dili, the capital
of East Timor, with witnesses putting
the toll past 100.

Australian government spokesmen re-
fused to comment on Justice Djaelani’s
comments, claiming they did not repre-
sent the official view until the inquiry re-
port was presented to Indonesia’s Presi-
dent Suharto.

Mr Ramos Horta told the National
Press Club in Canberra yesterday that
Australia had to take decisive action
against Indonesia to protest against the
killings.

Australia was trying to use the inquiry
to “delay the inevitable”, adding that
Canada and European countries had al-
ready cut aid to Indonesia.

“We understand Australia’s dilemma,
Australia's difficulties, but this time
Australia would not be alone ... if it was
to take decisive action,” Mr Ramos Horta
said.

Australia had to impose economic sanc-
tions against the Indonesian regime, and
that it was Indonesia which would be af-
fected by sanctions — not Australia.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sena-
tor Evans, arrived in Jakarta yesterday

|

to discuss the massacre with Indonesian

officials.
AAP
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Timor: a

IN his letter (17/12) Mr
Whitlam quotes at some
length from an Australian
submission to a United
Nations committee to show
us that he cared about the
fate of the East Timorese.
But if we examine this re-
cord against what was really
happening at that time, the
opposite conclusion is ines-
capable.

This submission, which re-
flects the Whitlam govern-
ment’s policy, was little more
than empty rhetoric, based

as it was on totally false or

misleading assumptions.

The statement that “Indo-
nesia and Australia in par-
ticular would like the process
of (decolonisation) to proceed
in an orderly fashion so as to
avoid the risk of trouble . . .”
is outrageous, if only be-
cause, at that very time, In-
donesian forces were operat-
ing in East Timor, their in-
tervention having com-
menced two months earlier.
And this was known to the
government from observers
on the spot like myself, as
well as from the intelligence
community.

It was in one of these
operations, under the com-
mand of Colonel Dading
Kalbuardi (now Lieutenant-

L(12-9)

General), that five newsmen
from this country were killed
by Indonesian troops at the
village of Balibo. Although
the circumstances of their
deaths were quickly disclosed
to the Whitlam government,
so reluctant were they to
embarrass the Suharto re-
gime that neither Whitlam
nor Fraser could bring them-
selves to lodge a formal pro-
test with Jakarta!

The statement endorsed by
Mr Whitlam also subtly dis-
torts the position of the
Timorese. It does not men-
tion that the civil war be-
tween Fretilin and UDT was
not really the result of politi-
cal incompatibility. It was
the intended result of an
Indonesian intelligence oper-
ation, code-named Operasi
Komodo (masterminded by
General Benny Murdani,
now the Defence Minister),
the existence of which be-
came known to Canberra
months earlier. Judged
against the realities on the
ground, the careful wording
of this statement illustrates
the deepening accommo-
dation of Indonesia’s illegal
action by the governments of
the time.

This UN submission re-
cords another big lie: that

Australia did not know what
the preferences of the Timo-
rese were at that time. The
preferences were obvious and
the = Whitlam government
was repeatedly advised, in-
cluding by this writer, that
the clear preference of the
vast majority of the Timo-
rese was for independence,
with- the main differences
being the time frame.

But if anything is over-
stated in this statement it is
Australia’s efforts to find a
just and peaceful solution.
The Whitlam government re-
sponded coolly or negatively
to approaches from the
Timorese, from our NGOs
and from the Portuguese,
then weakened by a political
crisis.

Mr Whitlam and many of
his advisers, it seemed, de-
sired that East Timor be-
come part of Indonesia and
were opposed to any measure
that would obstruct such a
course. Suharto, as the
government knew, was
sceptical about his generals’
illegal plan, and only agreed
to it in late September when
he was persuaded that
friendly governments in Aus-
tralia and the US would re-
act understandingly.

different history

And so began one of the
bloodiest episodes in the mo-
dern history of our region.
When Indonesian troops be-
gan their attack the Timo-
rese population was about
690,000: today it should be
near 950,000 people. That it is
now, 16 years later, little
more than 600,000 gives us
some idea of what the most
irresponsible and heartless
response in the history of
this nation has cost a neigh-
bouring people who were
persuaded 50 years ago by
Australian commandos that
we were trusted friends.

It is against this sorry
background . that our re-
sponse to the present situ-
ation in East Timor should
be considered.

(The writer is author of
Timor: a People Betrayed
(Jacaranda, 1983). A former
foreign affairs adviser in the
Parliament, he once served
as Consul in East Timor, and
was a member of a two-man
fact-finding mission sent by
the Whitlam government to
the colony in 1974. He was in
Timor as the leader of an aid
mission when Indonesia’s
military intervention began.)

JAMES DUNN
Moruya, NSW
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Jakarta’s future turns on report: Evans

By GREG SHERIDAN in Jakarta

THE debate in Indonesia over
:he response to the Dili massacre
»n November 12 had become a
discussion on the future course
for Indonesian society, the Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs and
Trade, Senator Evans, said in Ja-

karta yesterday.

“Is it (Indonesia) going to go fur-
ther down the path of being a con-
fident, outward-looking, sophisti-
cated participant in developed-
world issues or is it going to become
more defensive, inward-looking,
becoming more reliant again on its
traditional developing-world, non-
| aligned movement -constituency,”
| Senator Evans said.

_The way the inquiry into the kil-
lings in East Timor was handled
would be a reflection of this divide,
he said.

Australia’s influence on the de-
bate would be marginal but any in-
fluence was worthwhile, he said.

Those in Indonesia who wanted
the inquiry handled in an interna-
tionally acceptable way were those
unequivocally committed to Indo-
nesian modernisation, “both physi-
cal and psychological”.

The inquiry’s report would be
given to the Indonesian Govern-
ment within a few days, he said.

‘He expected some public indica-
tion of the report and the Govern-
ment’s reaction to it by the end of
the year.

Senator Evans is visiting Indone-
sia for three days to express
Australia’s concern over the kil-
lings and explore with the Indone-
sian Government possible ways to
improve the situation in East
Timor.

His discussions went as well as
could reasonably be expected
“given the 9.9 degree of difficulty”
involved, he said.

However, Senator Evans has
been denied an appointment with
the head of the Indonesian armed
forces, General Try Sutrisno.

A number of other appointments,
including one with the Security
Minister, Admiral Sudomo, have
fallen through.

The Indonesians are treating

Senator Evans correctly but do not
appear to be doing any more.

It was still unclear yesterday
whether Senator Evans would be
given an appointment with Presi-
dent Suharto this morning.

But he has had extensive meet-
ings with the Foreign Minister, Mr
Ali Alatas, and the Home Affairs
Minister, General Rudini, and yes-
terday had a long meeting with the
powerful State Secretary, Major-
General Mufrdiono.

Senator Evans has been stressing
the need for Indonesia to take posi-
tive steps to heal the wounds in
East Timor.

He has pressed the idea of Aus-
tralia setting up a consulate in Dili

-and Indonesia allowing the United

y oo

Nations a role in solving East
Timor’s problems.

The Indonesian-language Kom-
pass newspaper reported that
these proposals received a stony re-
ception from members of the Indo-
nesian Government.

Senator Evans said that among
the ministers he met, there was “a
very acute appreciation” of the
points he made and a “willingness
to wrestle very seriously with
them”. ‘

But his guarded optimism did not
seem to be shared by the Indone-
sian press.

The Jakarta Post said in an edito-

rial yesterday: “No one will deny
that relations between Indonesia

and Australia — never among the
most stable in the world — are at
present once again at a low point
as a result of the recent develop-
ments in East Timor.” :

The Indonesians were particu-
larly upset after former prime min-
ister Mr Bob Hawke linked a prop-
osed visit to Indonesia to a satisfac-
tory outcome from the inquiry into
the killings. -

Asked whether the leadership
crisis and the change in prime min-
ister had undermined the credibil-
ity of his mission, Senator Evans
said: “Ihonestly don't think it’s im-
pacted either way on the visit ...
Ell:et basic issues are larger than

a .77
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Indonesia keen to meet new leader: Evans

MR Keating was keen to visit Indo-
nesia and the Indonesian Govern-
ment was keen to receive him, the
Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade, Senator Evans, said yesterday.

Senator Evans said in Jakarta that
the visit, which was set for former
prime minister Mr Bob Hawke for
February, would have to be postponed.

The Indonesian Government, which
had been annoyed by Mr Hawke’s re-
peated shuffling of dates for his prop-
osed second visit to Indonesia, was to~
tally understanding of Mr Keating's
position as someone who had come
into the prime ministership suddenly
and not as part of a predictable time-
table, he said.

Senator Evans said he had spoken
to both Mr Keating and Mr Hawke in
the preceding 24 hours. ’

Mr Keating had to establish some
foreign policy credentials and it would
be better to do this in Asia than in
Europe, he said.

The new Prime Minister had made
clear to him that he was interested in
the region and would like to make an
early visit to it.

Senator Evans had not discussed
with Mr Keating whether he would
remain Foreign Minister in the long
term.

“He (Mr Keating) has indicated he
wants some time to think about the
whole question of the shape of the
ministry,” Senator Evans said.

But he said it was no secret that he
would like to remain Foreign Minister.

He had not given any consideration

to the question of running for Mr

Hawke’s Lower House seat of Wills,
pointing out that Mr Hawke had indi-
cated he was going to stay on as the
Member for Wills.

Senator Evans paid tribute to Mr
Hawke’s role in Australian foreign
policy.

Mr Hawke’s achievements “remain
of the first magnitude, particularly in
international relations”, he said.

As soon as he heard about the im-
pending Caucus ballot in Singapore
he got someone to check the airline’s
timetables and determine whether he
could get back in time for the vote.

It quickly became clear that there
was no chance of getting back.

“The judgment had already been
made in the Prime Minister's office
that there was no point trying to get
back,” Senator Evans said.

“I think if it had been only one vote
in it, it still would not have mattered

. it would have been too close for
comfort.”

Senator Evans defended the fact
that Mr Hawke only made one visit to
Indonesia in the entire 84 years of hi§
prime ministership. K

“If you look at his travel schedule,
he was not a much-travelled prime
minister,” he said. B

“It was not as if he was always flying
over Indonesia to get to somewhere
else.” ot

The Indonesian government leaders
Senator Evans had met were “inter-
ested but not judgmental” in their
reaction to the Australian leadership
change, he said.

— GREG SHERIDAN

News hits
front page
in Jakarta

By GREG SHERIDAN in Jakarta

PAUL Keating's triumph
over Bob Hawke was front-
Dage news in Jakarta yester-

. day and lead item in numer-
- ous television and radio news
broadcasts.

The Indonesian-language
Kompass newspaper, which '
has a readership of about 34
million, led its front page
with the story under the
headline: Hawke replaced by
Keating as PM of Australia.

The English-language Indo-
nesian Observer similarly
splashed with the story,
under the heading: Secret
ballot ends Bob Hawke's
reign.

The Jakarta Post also gave
the change front-page treat-
ment. All three papers also
carried front-page reports of
the visit to Indonesia by the
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Senator Evans.

Kompass found Hawke’s
personal financial circum-
stances fascinating. High up
in its front-page story it re-
peated Hawke’s remark that
he was now far poorer, his in-
come had gone down and he
had a lot of debts and would
have to work out how to pay
them.

(The average per capita in-
come in Indonesia is about
$700 a year.)

Inside the paper on page 9,
Kompass ran an extensive
profiie of Keating.

The new Prime Minister's

_ build was not tall, and his
face was small, but his eyes
were sharp and boid, it said.

Kompass said Keating was
“born for politics” and repor-
ted his remark that Australia
had not given sufficient at-
tention to Indonesia.

None the less, Kompass
pointed out that Keating had
not come to Indonesia while
Treasurer. :

———
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From Tiananmen to Timor

Why Indonesia may want to listen to outsiders

HE parallels are plain: unarmed civilians killed by army

gunfire; the horrified reaction of the outside world; the in-
stinctive rejection of foreign criticism; instant arrests and fur-
ther repressiorn after the event. Last month'’s massacre of scores
of demonstrators in East Timor has, inevitably, become “Indo-
nesia’s Tiananmen™.

Yet the analogy is exact neither in background nor in detail,
As communism crumbled beyond China's borders, the ge-
rontocrat of Beijing viewed the student occupation of Tianan-
men Square as the start of a much bigger protest and so the
beginning of their end. The slaughter of June ath 1989 and the
repression that followed were deemed necessaryby China’sold
despots for their own survival. By contrast, the government of
President Suharto has no such excuse: the Fretilin secessionists
of East Timor are no military threat; the 3,000 who gathered at
the Santa Cruz cemetery in Dili on November 12th to mourn a
young politica} activist killed two weeks earlier were no threat
to the government in distant jakarta.

Those differences matter. A secure government is likely to
be more amenabile to foreign views of human rights and politi-
cal freedoms than one that is an anachronism. Whereas China
dismisses any foreign criticism as “interference”, a UN human-
rights delegation had arrived in East Timor (gobbled up by In-
donesia in 1975) on November 11th at the government’s invita-
tion. The foreign ministry in Jakarta now says (disingenuously)
that foreign journalists “have been free to enter and cover
events in provinces ir Indonesia, including East Timor™ and
will continue to be so. :

In which case, the questions for the outside world are how
greatisits influence and how should it be used. The same ques-
tions were asked alter Tiananmen Square; the answers in-
volved western financial sanctions against Chinaand aban on
visits by senior officials. China was unimpressed. All it had o
do was wait until the Gulf war and the wrangles with Britain
over Hong Kong compelled its inclusion in the West's counsels.

The power of the foreign purse

Many Indonesians, aware of foreign demand for their coun-
try's oil and gas, will advocate the same mix of patience and
chauvinisin. They should not be too confident. Indonesia will

gas PE2
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Fconomist

hold an electior: for part of its legislature next April, to be fol-
lowed by a presidential election in March 1993. Social stability
durir.g this period depends on economic growth—which in
turn depends partly on the largesse of foreign donors. Last year
they pledged $4.5billion; for the year ending next March it will

be $4.7 billion. Indonesia’s foreign debt is $57 billion, and ser-
vicing that consumes 30% of each year's expart earnings; the
government in Jakarta is in no position to thumb its nose at
foreigners. - oo i
- Foreigners, however, soine of whom have suspended aid in
reaction tG the massacre, must yse their power not simply to
punith Indonesia but to nudge it towards greater tolerance.
This does nat necessarily mean that donors should take up the
cause of the secessionists of East Timor. Nor does it mean the
outright condemnation of a regime which, for the past quarter
century, has not done badly in meeting the basi¢ needs of a
nation that spreads, with a bewildering array of languages and
races, over more than 13,600 islands.

What it should mean is some steady pressure. Let foreign
goverrments press for an international inquiry into the massa-
cre{Indonesia’s “independent” one may wash too white), with
appropriate punishments to follow. But let them also press
more widely, fur an uneensored press, free trade unions and an
independent judiciary—the institutions needed to make the
government, and the armed forces, properly accountable.
Abave all, let them discreetly (a public loss of face would be
unproductive) remind the president that the outside world is
becoming much less tolerant of institutionalised corruption,
nepotism and the abuse of human rights. President Suharto is
wise encugh to realise that Indonesiaisa long way from China.
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E sullen faces of East Ti-

I mor’s young people re-

veal deep psychological
wounds inflicted by the Indo-
nesian army’s massacre of
mourners in a cemetery last
month.

“With that firing, they broke
our hearts but strengthened
our will to fight,” a young man
said after attending evening
mass at the Motael chiurch in
Dili, the proviacial capital.

He ignored the warning of an
older man to stop talking to a
foreign reporter because secu-
rity officials were
approachlng.

The shooting on 12 Novem-
ber — when up to 180 people
were killed, according to some
accounts — was a turning point
for his generation, the first to
reach adulthood in Indonesia’s
16-year rule.

Young people like him be-
lieve that supporting the Ro-
man Catholic church, the
dominant religion of the for-
mer Portuguese colony, is the
only ‘way left to them to dem-
onstrate their separate cul-
ture, he said.

Most of the rest of Indonesia
follows Islam, inciuding most
of the 18,080 or more soldiers
Indonesia keeps in East Timor
to fight a dwindiing band of
guerrillas and to help build up
the local economy.

Young men loiter in the
main shopping area of Dili,
scowling or staring in fear at
outsiders.

They disappear iate their
shanties in the eveanlag, lcav-
ing the streets of DiH in si-
lence, occasionally breken by
a ramshackle taxi hurryiag
home before dark.

“It was not always like this,”
a foreign aid werker sald.
Once the dusty roads of the
provincial city of 126,009
people bustled with life aand
celer iate inte the cvenimg.

3he recaiis shops seliing luz-
ury goods, brought into Dili
harbor by ships from Singa-
pore, and staying open until
late at night until three months
ago. Now the town cormes to
life only on Sundays when the
East Tlmorese tura up in
strength for church services.

“They look to the church as a
kind of resistance to changes,”
the Governmor, Maric Viegas
Carrascalao, said.

A receit survey by a Gov-
ernment iastitute fouad that

most East Timerese youths

were apset with the four repre-
sentatives they lasi elected to
Parliament.

One of them, Ciementine des
Reis Amaral, said his first visit
to East Timer after 12 Nevem-
ber was more than iwe weeks
later, as pari of a Gevernment
conmission invesiigating the
killicgs.

“Sc I really don’t know what

broken childhood

the situation is like in East Ti-
mer,” Mr Reis Amaral said
with a smile.

The commission said it
found no evidence that the
death toll was higher thaa the
official figure of 19.

Salvador Suarez, another
East Timorese member of Par-
llament, sald the violence
would have no impact on his
re-election because of his par-
ty’s hold on the territory.

But the youths, bereft of
political represcmiation, say
they fear mcst the threat to
their cuitural identity, built
arsund the church, Portuguese
tradition and their diaiects.

Under Indonesian rule, all
schools but one that eonce
taught Portuguese have closed.
Tetum, the main lecal lan-
guage, is a fading memery for
the children who are taught In-
donesian at school.

The dramatic increase in
schools since the Indonesians
arrived has presented a new
problem of educated yeuths
with no jobs te go to and who
are seen as being the most vul-
aerable to separatist
sentiment.

Governor Carrascalao said
the 42,000 children whe were
orphaned in the turmoll after
Indonesia invaded In 1975 were
now reaching adultheod, with a
feeling that no one helped
thein In their adversity.

Reuter
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Intruder
ona x>
mission”"”
of futility

By John Schauble

to Jakarta by Australia’s Foreign
Minister, Senator Gareth Evans,
to clobber the Indonesian Govern-
ment around the head with the abyi-
ous ought by now to be quite appareat.

Unwillingly dispatched by the
Labor caucus on a mission to pratest
‘the killings in Dili on 12 November,
Senator Evans would have been acpte-
ly aware that his presence in the Indo-
nesian capital on such an errand
would have been seen by many Indo-
nesians as nothing short of an insulting
intrusion in their domestic affairs.
Given the recognition accorded by
Australia to Indonesian sovereignty
over East Timor, this perception
would be all the more in Indonesian
eyes.

While no doubt given a cordial re-
ception, Senator Evans’ visit will do
nothing to enhance relations between
the two countries. The irony is that it is
Senator Evans who has worked hgrd-
est over the past three years to lay-the
foundations of a relationship between
Australia and Indonesia based on-mu-
tual understanding and trust. -.-

More importantly, his visit will.have
done little to improve the lot of the
East Timorese in the short term. -

The sad reality, however influential
we might like to think we are within
the region, is that Australian protests
over human rights abuses in Indonesia
carry little weight. Australia, in re-
gional terms, remains little more than
a marginal influence. o

The Indonesian Government'’s atti-
tude to East Timor does not appesr to
have been shifted by the broader
international reaction to the killirigs.
Judging from the remarks of Presi-
dent Soeharto this week — to thé.éf-
fect that if countries want to link ajdto
human rights issues in East Timor,
then they can keep their aid — the
Indonesian Government will ngt be
moved. -

It seems clear that significant
change to the situation in East Timor
will hinge on substantial change ia the
political and social situation of Indo-
nesia. The prospects of such change
occurring within Indonesia in the-im-
mediate future are slight.

Another reality in the context-of a
nation of 13,000 islands and 185 niil-
lion people: the annexed territory of
East Timor and its population of
700,000 are considered small beer in
the domestic political arena. -That
President Soeharto dismissively Te-
ferred to the Dili massacre as a fuss
over a “tiny island” reflects this.

Tl_1e dynamics of power and patron-
age in Indonesia are themes that have
largely been ignored in Australia, par-
ticularly by the media. The position,
power and influence of the Indonesian .
armed forces are barely understood,
Nor are the current tensions betwaen
the military and civilian elites which
will largely determine the future of
Indonesia and East Timor. -

The military’s role in Indonésian
society — and the efforts of refornjers
in the political system to centain it —
are at the core of many of the dilem-
mas facing Indonesian society today.
The military’s grip on East Timor is in
a reai sense an expression of those
conflicts,

While some observers have argued
since the events in Dili that the writing
Is on the wall for Soeharto’s New.Qr-
der, the way in which the Indonssian
Government and Indonesian society in
general have closed ranks behind the
miscreants in this affair would suggest
otherwise. .

The emergence in recent years of
‘new political forces in Indonesia, such
as the Democracy Forum and the
high-;_’rofile Petition of 50 (a group of
prominent political dissidents which
includes former Cabinet ministers and
senior military), are signs that there is
a significant spirit for change within
that country. e

The tuture of the people of East
Timor and Indonesia will be deter-
mined by whether that change comes
and the manner in which it is
achieved. ’

wJohn Schauble is the Foreign Editor
of ‘The Sunday Age’.

THE futility of this week’s mission

_\ o oA



EAST TIMOR

Evans snub

yu

1

{;ed by key

Indonesian leaders

By Teny Freil,
Jakarta, Saturday

have snubbed Austraiia’s

Foreign Minister Gareth
Evans after warning Australia
and the international communi-
ty not to lecture Indonesia on
how to respond to the Dili
massacre.

INDONESIA’S senior leaders

. Senator Evans today met his
Indonesian counterpart Ali
Alatas, but was unable to meet
the most senior figures involved
in the issue — President Soe-
harto, Defence Minister Benny
Murdam and Armed Forces
Commander Try Sutrisno.

Mr Alatas later said Australia
and the international communi-
ty should not lecture Indonesia
on how to resolve the East
Timor problem, and accused
foreign countries of exaggera-
tion"and ignoring the principles
of fair play.

. Senator Evans today conclud-
ed a three day visit to Jakarta to
express Australia’s concerns
over the massacre to Indonesian
leaders and push for a peaceful
solution to the long-running East
Timor problem.

He yesterday told Indonesia
its reaction to the Dili massacre
would determine whether it
would become a major player in
international affairs or lose any
real influence.

Mr Alatas today told foreign
critics to give Indonesia’s
special commission of inquiry
into-the massacre a fair chance
to complete its probe.

“You have been telling us
how to handle the situation -
may I respectfully conversely
also say one thing about the
International community hand-

ling of the situation,” he told a
joint news conference with
Senator Evans.

“Don’t rub things the wiong
way. Don’t exaggerate don’t
insinuate where there is no rea-
son. In these very difficult cir-
cumstances . I think the
hallowed prmclples of fair play
(should apply),” he said.

“Give the benefit of the doubt
and give the coramission a
chance to come up with the
facts. Because some of the
earller reports especially were
very unhelptul to find the right
atmosphere to come out of this
very difficult situation.”

Senator Evans and Mr Alatas,
who are close frieads, met for
more than seven hours sver the
past iwo days.

Senator Evans also met Staie
Secretary Moerdiano and Home
Affairs Minister Rudini.

‘It's important to
maintain a dialogue
on issues like this.’

He said he was “disappoint-
ed” not to meet President Soe-
haric, General Murdami and
General Try, but said he had
“no doubt whatsoever” his ¢cin-
ments would be passed oi.

He said he had been well
received during his meefings
here. “I have been greeted and
treated with nothing but abso-
lute courtesy,” he said.

“Mcore than that, I hove deen
treated as a fricnd, as a repre-
sentative of a friendly neigihbor
with whoin it's important to
maintain a dialogue on issues

like this — sensitive and diffi-
cult and troublesome in the
relationship as they may be.

“I am impressed by the high
level of consciousness that
exists here about the nature of
the particular problems in East
Timor. I am left in no doubt that
the signiricance of the East
Timor issue, the November 12
killings, is fully appreciated

here in Jakarta,” Senator Evans |

said.

“There was no disposition
among anyone...to say that
this was a mmor issue. There
Wwas no disposition to say robust-
ly that this was none of Austra-
lia’s business, it’s none of the
mte; natlonal community’s
usiness.”

Scnator Evans said Indonesia
was aiready considering many
of the suggestions Australia had

made on bringing peace to East
Timor. These included negotla- ‘

tions with.the East Timorese, in-
cluding rebels, more fmanclal
autonomy and a bigger role for
the Catholic church.

Indonesia had also said it

would welcome a special United
Nations emissary if the UN
wanted to send a representative
here to talk with Jakarta about
East Timor.,
Describing the massacre as
“regrettable” and “tragic”, Mr
Alatas refused to comment on
the death toll, saying that was up
to the inquiry to determine.

The Indoneslan military says
19 people died and 9] were in-
jured when troops opened fire
on a crowd of 3500 demonstra-
tors in the East Timor capital of
Dili on 12 November.

But witnesses and other
sources put the death toll much
highe:. Evans has said Australia
estimates 75 people died.

Australian Associated Press
2 Analysis, P15
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By LINDSAY MURDOCH
Singapore, Sunday

Indonesia is considering closing
East Timor to outsiders. The move
would be a blow to East Timorese
activists, who believe the presence
of foreigners will help to prevent
military brutality.

Indonesia’s Foreign Minister,
Mr All Alatas, said yesterday that
his Government was reviewing a
1989 decision to make East Timor
an open province but he hoped it
would not be closed.

Referring to foreign journalists
who were in Dili, the East Timor
capital, on 12 November when sol-
diers opened fire on civilians, Mr
Alatas said: “We find that the no-
visa rule has been taken advan-
tage of.”

The Indonesian military was fu-
rious when it realised that journal-
ists who had not declared their oc-
cupations witnessed the Kkillings.
Their reports led to an inter-
national outcry against Indonesia.

Australia’s Foreign Minister,
Senator Evans, said in Jakarta yes-
terday that Australia would be un-
happy if East Timor was closed to
foreigners.

The Governor of East Timor, Mr
Mario Carrascalao, was quoted
this month in the weekly magazine
‘Editor’ as saying: “Since the re-
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glon has been opened, chaos has
come out. For myself, maybe it is
better that it be closed.”

Indonesia has rejected a request
by Senator Evans for Australia to
establish a consulate in Dili. He
said the Indonesian response had
been “not yet” and he would pur-
sue the matter at a later date. The
request was made during a three-
day vislt to Jakarta during which
Senator Evans was snubbed by
President Suharto, the Defence
Minister, Mr Benny Murdani, and
the Armed Forces Commander,
General Try Sutrisno. The three
will decide what action will be
taken over the Dili killings.

Senator Evans told a joint news
conference with Mr Alatas before
returning to Australia yesterday
that he was satisfied with his talks
on the massacre with several Indo-
nesian ministers, including Mr
Alatas.

But Mr Alatas warned Australia
and the international community
not to lecture Indonesia on how to
respond to the killings.

He said: “You (the international
community) have been telling us
how to handle the situation. May I
respectfully conversely also say
one thing about the international
community handling of the situa-
tion. Don’t rub things the wrong

77 . -
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way. Don’t exaggerate, don’t in-
sinuate where there is no reason.
In these very difficult circum-
stances ... I think the hallowed
principles of fair play (should ap-
pLy).

“Give the benefit of the doubt
and give the (investigating) com-
mission a chance to come up with
the facts. Because some of the
earlier reports, especially, were
very unhelpful to find the right at-
mosphere to come out of this very
difficult situation.”

Senator Evans said he had suc-
ceeded in meeting the objectives
of his visit: to convey Australia’s
concern over the violence, to en-
courage Jakarta to conclude its in-
quiry in a way acceptable abroad,
and to work for a resolution of the
East Timor issue.

“I am impressed by the high de-
gree of consciousness that exists
here about the nature of the par-
ticular problems in East Timor. I
am left in no doubt that the signifi-
cance of the East Timor issue, the
November 12 Killings, is fully ap-
preciated here in Jakarta,” he
said.

The head of the Indonesian in-
quiry into the killings, Mr Justice
Jaelani, is expected to report to
President Suharto this week.

‘Friend’ Evans treated like an enemy

The refusal of three of Indonesia’s
most senior leaders, including
President Suharto, to see the For-
eign Minister, Senator Evans, sig-
nals that Jakarta will not let inter-
national pressure dictate military
policy, especially on East Timor.

The snub sent a clear message
to Australia: mind your own busi-
ness. Senator Evans’s visit to Indo-
nesia was a mistake, not because
of what he had to say but because
Indonesia chose to refuse to hear
the advice of a friend and neigh-
bor.

The snub by the three key Indo-
nesians who will decide on any
action over the massacre was par-
ticularly disappointing because of
Australia’s soft response to the

COMMENT

LINDSAY MURDOCH
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incident so far.

The treatment of Senator Evans
in Jakarta was shabby, and sur-
prising, given that he has consis-
tently recognised Indonesia’s
claim to sovereignty over East Ti-

mor.

Despite the senator’s best
efforts to play down the snub (he
had “no doubt whatsoever” his
comments would be passed on) he
was denied the chance to put Aus-
tralia’s views to President
Suharto, the Defence Minister, Mr
Benny Murdani and the Armed

Forces Commander, General Try
Sutrisno.

Indonesia’s attitude to Senator
Evans’s visit adds to the dilemma
Canberra will face if the Indone-
slan inquiry into the killings is a
whitewash, and can only add to
the concerns of the Labor caucus
and Australian unions that Austra-
lia has not done enough to protest
against a massacre of civilians on
our doorstep.

Senator Evans said at the week-
end that the Prime Minister, Mr
Keating, will still visit Indonesia
next year. Given Jakarta’s treat-
ment of a so-called friend, one
wonders how it will take to advice
from a virtual stranger, if indeed
Mr Keating still goes.

e
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‘Dili shootln

By JILL JOLLIFFE,

Lisbon, Monday Aé ‘—»\q

Witnesses to last month s Dili mas-
sacre have identified the com-
manders and several military
~ units involved. They believe the
evidence points to a deliberate
and planned assault sanctioned by
senior officers.

After reading the evidence of
East Timorese refugees now living
in Portugal, Amnesty Inter-
national has supported their view
that the massacre was premeditat-
ed.

The refugees examined film of
the shooting smuggled out of Dili
by Yorkshire Television and
shown throughout the world. Their
evidence is reinforced by an
American journalist, Allan Nairn,
who was wounded in the 12 No-
vember massacre.

Between 100 and 200 unarmed
Timorese died when Indonesian
troops opened fire during a pro-
independence demonstration and
funeral march. Results of the In-
donesian Government inquiry into
the Kkillings are due to be handed
to President Suharto this week.

The East Timorese refugees
named two Indonesian intelli-
gence agents, Lieutenant Mursani
and Lieutenant-Colonel Gatot-Pur-
wanto — both accountable to the
Timor regional commander, Brig-
adier General Rudolf Warouw —
as instigators of the massacre.

From their viewing of the film,
the East Timorese refugees claim
that the coordination of several
military groups by secret police
agents means that the massacre
was deliberate and cold-blooded
rather than an enraged response

to provocation, as a leaked version
of the report by the Indonesian
commission of inquiry suggests.

The agents responsible are
attached to a special military in-
telligence command structure
known as Kolakops.

The Asia researcher for Amnes-
ty International, Mr Geoffrey Rob-
inson, said in London: “It’s very
disturbing and confirms what we
had thought earlier, from eye-wit-
ness testimony, that this was not a
spontaneous reaction to provoca-
tive behavior by a riotous mob, but
a planned military operation.”

Of six East Timorese refugees
who studied the film separately,
five recognised Lieutenant Mur-
sani instantly as the officer who
directed troops inside the Santa
Cruz cemetery, scene of the Kkill-
ings, in the final moments of the
massacre.

Of the five who identified Lieu-
tenant Mursani, three asked to re-
main anonymous for fear of repri-
sals against relatives in East
Timor. Two said they had suffered
ill-treatment at his hands.

Mr Eusebeio Corsino, who ar-
rived in Lisbon 16 months ago, is a
former resistance fighter who was
captured in 1979 and conscripted
into the Indonesian Army for six
months. He knows its structure
well.

“Mursani is a well-known secret
police agent,” he said. “In the
cemetery he is shown in civilian
clothing coordinating several mili-
tary groups. They include Kodim,
the local command, to which he is
normally attached, troops from at
least one elite Indonesian battal-
ion, who would normally act under
their own commanders, as well as

gs pl

Lieutenant Mursani, left, who commanded operations in the
Santa Cruz cemetery in Dili. The picture is taken from video film.

a Brimob riot police unit, local
police, and other plainclothes in-
telligence agents.

“To me, this indicates a special
intelligence operation, whose
main commander must have been
Mursani’s superior, Gatot-Pur-
wanto, the head of Indonesian in-
telligence operations in East Ti-
mor.”

Mr Corsino said that Lieutenant-
Colonel Gatot-Purwanto in turn
was accountable to General War-

ouw and “in the final analysis to
General Benny Murdani”. General
Murdani, Indonesia’s Defence
Minister, commissioned the inqui-
ry into the Kkillings.
Lieutenant-Colonel Gatot-Pur-
wanto (known as Gatot to distin-
guish him from another officer
called Purwanto who was previ-
ously active in Timor) does not fig-
ure in the video scenes. But Mr
Nairn reported that he saw Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Gatot, whom he

anned: witnesses

had interviewed earlier, in the
area.

Both Lieutenant-Colonel Gatot-
Purwanto and Lieutenant Mursani
are familiar to Timorese indepen-
dence supporters and to former
prisoners, who claim to have been
abused by them.

Mr Donaciano Gomes, a student
who arrived in Portgual in mid-
1990, was jailed for three months
and tortured for organising a pro-
independence demonstration
when the Pope visited in October
1989.

He said Lieutenant-Colonel
Gatot-Purwanto organised intelli-
gence operations during the
Pope’s visit, when soldiers at-
tacked demonstrators at the end of
the papal Mass.

Lieutenant-Colonel Gatot-Pur-
wanto’s experience in East Timor
is extensive. In 1983, as a major,
he participated in ceasefire talks
with the resistance leader Mr Xan-
ana Gusmao, which were led by
Colonel Purwanto on the Indone-
sian side.

Lieutenant Mursani emerges as
a seasoned but relatively minor se-
cret policeman, whose presence
indicated that the massacre was
an intelligence operation, part of a
wider scheme prepared before the
proposed 3 November visit of a
Portuguese parliamentary delega-
tion, later suspended.

All the witnesses said Lieuten-
ant Mursani was commanded by
Lieutenant-Colonel Gatot-Pur-
wanto, who delegated authority to
him within the cemetery where,
by gestures and shouted orders, he
directed the entry, positioning and
withdrawal of the soldiers.




Youth must change Ind

JAKARTA: A former head of
Indonesia’s internal security agency
has called on the “young genera-
tion” to change the country’s presi-
dential and political systems.

“It is time to review regulations
and practices (that are) no longer
suitable,” retired General Sumitro
reportedly told a student seminar at
the weekend.

The present lead-up to elections
next June and the presidential race
in March 1993 were the ideal period
to correct the system, General Su-
mitro, who headed the now defunct
but powerful internal security
agency from 1968-72, said.

The younger generation should
push for reform because the older

WWORLD NEWS

5
i

generation was captive to old
political patterns.

The present regulations and prac-
tices established by the New Order
Government of President Suharto
since 1966 could hamper national
growth, he said.

“I want an end to the old political
style,” he was quoted as saying in
the Jakarta Post daily newspaper.

“At the beginning of the New
Order, we corrected the Old Order
totally. But we committed a great
mistake because we did not decide
that a pre51dent could be re-elected
only once.”

However, any correction should
come through constitutional and
non-violent means.

General Sumitro also criticised the
growth of feudalism in Indonesian
politics, saying it presented the “top
leadership as an official who can do
no wrong, does not need to be
controlled and appears like holding
unlimited power”.

President Suharto is serving a
fifth consecutive five-year term,
which ends in 1993. He has yet to
indicate his intentions but he would
probably win another election.

Indonesia’s Constitution does not
limit the number of times a presi-
dent can serve.

General Sumitro said the New Or-
der’s priority when established 25
years ago was to restore security.
But it had resulted in political
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engineering that had affected
democratic expression.

He cited many prerogatives of the
national legislature which had been
curtailed to ensure security at the
start of the New Order.

Next June, Indonesians will indi-
rectly elect 400 candidates for the
legislature’s 500 seats. The remain-
ing 100 will be alloted to the military.
Every successful candidate is then
vetted by the country’s leaders.

The MPs will then join another 500
politicians appointed to form the
highest legislative body, the People’s
Consultative Assembly, which elects
a president and vice-president after
the elections.

AFP




By ANGELA LEARY
aond CHRISTINE GILES
THE report into the
East Timor massacre
was better then ex-
pected, the Foreign
Affairs Minister, Sena-
tor Evans, said
yesterday.

Senator Evans said the
preliminary report, by an
independent commission
appointed by the Indone-
slan Government, made it
clear the military had
over-reacted.

The commission an-
nounced on Wednesday it
had “enough strong
reasons” to believe about
50 people died when In-
donesian armed forces
opened fire on about 3500
demonstrators in the East
Timor capital of Dili on
November 12.

It rejected army claims
that only 19 people were
killed and found more
than 91 were injured.

The violence erupted at
the end of a memorial pro-
cession for a Timorese
man killed by Indonesian
security forces on October
28.

Soldiers said they fired
in self-defence.

Senator Evans, speaking
on ABC radio, said it was
encouraging that the com-
mission had estimated the
death toll at 50, saying

that after his visit to

Jakarta he believed the
death toll was 50 to 75.

He said language like
“fired excessively” and
“exceeded appropriate
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limits” was used in the
16-page summary he had
read.

“By and large, I think
one has to say that it is a
pretty crisp and not un-
reasonable account of
what we, from other
sources, ourselves know or
believe to have occurred,”
he said.

Senator Evans said he
was waiting for the In-
donesian Government’s
response to the report.

The Prime Minister, Mr
Keating, also said yester-
day that the preliminary
report was encouraging.

But an American jour-
nalist, beaten by Indone-
sian troops during the
massacre, said yesterday
the findings were a farce.

Alan Nairn, a reporter
for The New Yorker maga-
zine, told the Herald-Sun
by phone from the US
yesterday that if the Aus-
tralian Government was
serious about human
rights, it would urge the
release of those detained
after the incident.

Nairn said the findings
were designed to silence
international outrage and
condemnation.

“I think the report is
very much a lie,” he said.

“This is not a report
separate from the army. It
is a government commis-
sion headed by a former
army intelligence
member.”

Nairn said an Amnesty
International estimate
that 200 or more had been
killed was more plausible.

“I have read what the
report says ... that this is
a case of individual sol-
diers, defending them-
selves, acting spon-
taneously and outside
command,” he said.

“But in fact what I saw
was hundreds of soldiers
marching up in formation,
turning the corner and
opening fire on the crowd.

“There was no warning
and they kept shooting for
five to 10 minutes, leaping
over fallen bodies and
shooting people in the
back as they fled.”

Nairn said the attack
was a “planned, disci-
plined military operation”.

Indonesian authorities
reportedly detained 32
people in Dili after the
shootings and charged
eight with subversion, a
charge which carries the
death penalty.

The US Government
said the commission
appeared to have taken a
“serious and responsible
approach” to the inquiry.

A State Department
spokesman said officials
wanted to read the report
fully before commenting
further.

“A key consideration
will be how the Indonesian
Government addresses
the crucial question of how
the Indonesian legal sys-
tem will deal with those
members of the security
forces who used or con-
doned excessive force,” he
said.

Massacre report ‘not unreasonable’



- Dili toll 50, |
Indonesian
inquiry finds
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By TERRY FRIEL,
Jakarta, Thursday

Indonesia’s special investigation
into the Dili massacre has found
that 50 people died in the incident,
rejecting army claims that only 19
were Kkilled.

In a preliminary report to Presi-

- dent Suharto, the special commis-

sion of inquiry has also criticised
the actions of some soldiers,
accusing them of overreacting.

‘“The commission has enough
strong reasons to believe that the
number of victims who died were
around 50 people and that the
injured (were) more than 91
people,” the commission’s head,
Mr Justice Jaelani, said today
after giving his report to President
Suharto.

Indonesia’s armed forces had
insisted that 19 people died and 91
were injured when troops fired on
a crowd of 3500 demonstrators in
the East Timor capital, Dili, on
12 November. The army says it
shot in self-defence.

The commission’s preliminary
report also said soldiers and police
were forced to open fire to protect
themselves, but that some went
too far. “Some security force
members overreacted, which
caused more victims,” Mr Justice
Jaelani said.

The report said the situation
became tense after an army major
was stabbed by demonstrators as
they passed.

President Suharto is expected to
announce his response within
days.

MARK METHERELL reports
that the Australian Government
last night reacted cautiously,
declining to comment on the
report’s findings. A spokesman for
the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade said the Government
would give a considered response
once it had studied the report.

The commission’s reported
death tally of 50 contrasts with the
Australian Government’s estimate
of about 75 dead.

If the latest report is correct, it
will put the Australian Govern-

ment in a testing position. It had
said it would review its links with
Indonesia if the commission’s
report was not fair and thorough
and the guilty were not punished.

At the end of his visit to Jakarta
last week, the Foreign Minister,
Senator Evans, who was snubbed
by President Suharto and senior
defence figures, said he was
impressed by “the high degree of
consciousness” in Indonesia about
the nature of the problems in East
Timor.

One senior Western diplomat in
Jakarta welcomed the report as a
“significant and excellent” devel-
opment. Others said the report
represented an unprecedented
contradiction of the Indonesian
armed forces.

“It really is a decisive differ-
ence,” the diplomat said. “It is also
a Kick in the face of a major kind
for (the armed forces command-
er) General Try Sutrisno.”

In evidence before a parliamen-
tary commission on 27 November,
General Sutrisno insisted that the
death toll was 19. Mr Justice Jae-
lani said his commission of inquiry
based its estimate of 50 deaths on
the evidence of “adult witnesses
whom we can trust”.

The witnesses had either been
in the demonstration or had
arrived at the scene soon after the
shooting, he said.

But he said that the commission
had been unable to find any evi-
dence of other graves, apart from
the 18 at Hera, near Dili, where
the army said the victims were
buried. Another victim, a New
Zealander, Kamal Ahmed Bamad-
haj, was buried in Malaysia.

Witnesses and other sources
have consistently claimed that
more than 19 people died, with
some estimates at more than 100.

Yesterday, Japanese MPs urged
their Government to suspend eco-
nomic aid, a move that would seri-
ously hurt Indonesia. Japan is
Indonesia’s largest aid donor, pro-
viding about half the $4.5 billion
that Jakarta receives in annual

aid. — AAP
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dicture: PETER MARS

upon the treasury bench after
Mr Keating’s abortive first
challenge — Messrs Dawkins,
Willis and Kerin — each dis-
played body language ap-
propriate to their changed
circumstances. '

The luckless John Kerin,
who has undergone four min-
isterial changes in the past
six months (primary indus-
tries, treasurer, transport and
communications and now
trade and overseas develop-
ment) and now finds himself
dumped from Cabinet alto-
gether, was the first of the
three to arrive at Govern-
ment House yesterday.

Sporting a big grin and slap-
ping his big farmer’s hand
into the hands of his coliea-

Continued — Page 4

Military
to charge

soldiers
over Dili

By ANNE CONNOLLY
and agencies

THE Indonesian military
yesterday promised to prose-
cute the soldiers responsible
for the Dili massacre after a
preliminary report which was
welcomed by both the Aust-
ralian and United States
governments.

The Prime Minister, Mr Ke-
ating, and the Minister for

Foreign Affairs, Senator
Evans, described the report as
credible and encouraging.

The US said the investigating
commission appeared to have
taken a “serious and responsi-
ble approach”.

In a rare move, a military
spokesman, Brigadier-
General Nurhadi Purwosa-
putro, said: “Some people
(soldiers) will be tried based
on the applicable laws.”

President Suharto  ex-
pressed his condolences to the
families of the dead and the
document was given wide-
spread publicity by State-run
media organisations.

But the Pretilin resistance
group, overseas aid groups
and Amnesty International
said the report only pushed
partial blame on to the mili-
tary to alleviate international
pressure on the Indonesian
Government.

The report found that the
army used excessive force at a
Dili funeral on November 12
and that 50 people were killed
and 91 injured.

Mr Keating said he would be
waiting to see what action
would be taken over the final
report, which is expected to be
released in about six weeks,
but said he was encouraged
by the document.

“I think the preliminary re-
port was much more credible
than that which we've seen
before, and I think we regard
it as an encouraging docu-
ment,” he said.

He would be considering a
trip to Jakarta but the sche-
duled visit planned by former
prime minister Mr Bob
Hawke for February was at an
inopportune time considering
the change of leadership.

Senator Evans said the re-
port used the “language of
disaster” and made it clear
“there was a manifest over-

reaction by the military
forces”.
“The findings are that

around 50 people died which is
very much a rebuttal of the

Continued — Page 2
Beginnings of victory — Page 17
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Jakarta
revises

toll to
50 dead

By GREG SHERIDAN and AFP

FIFTY people died after
troops shot into a crowd at a
cemetery in Dili, East Timor,
on November 12, an official
committee set up by the Indo-
nesian Government to inves-
tigate the shooting said in
Jakarta yesterday.

In an unprecedented move
the report into the killings,
prepared by Justice Djaelani
of the Supreme Court, ¢ritic-
ised the military’s handling of
the disturbance in Dili that
led to the massacre.

The report is certain to be
criticised internationally for
having too low an estimate of
the numbers killed.

However, it is a much more
credible report than had been
widely expected.

The Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Senator Evans, said
on November 26 that the best
estimate of those killed was
about 75, perhaps a little
more, perhaps a little less.

Independent human rights
groups have put the numbers
dead closer to 100.

However, the report also ac-
knowledges that some 90
people are missing after the
shootings and that a number
of these may also be dead.

After receiving a copy of the
report, Indonesia’s President
Suharto expressed his cond-
olences to the families of
those Killed in East Timor.

“Fifty (dead) is accountable
... the figure of 50 people we
use is based on witnesses,”
Justice Djaelani, the leader of
the National Investigative
Commission, told journalists
after reporting the findings to
President Suharto.

Indonesian authorities had
said 19 people died and 91 oth-
ers were injured when troops
shot in self-defence into a
crowd of demonstrators at the
Santa Cruz cemetery in Dili.

Witnesses said the army
massacred up to 100 people in
an unprovoked attack on a
peaceful procession.

‘“The commission feels it has
strong enough reasons to be
of the opinion that the num-
ber of dead victims stands
around 50 people and those
injured at more than 91 peop-
le,” the commission says in its
preliminary report on the
shooting.

By settling on the figure of
50, the commission has repu-
diated the earlier version of
the incident favoured by the

Continued — Page 2
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CONCLUSIONS OF THE INQUIRY INTO THE DILI KILLINGS

These are the conclusions of Indon-
esia’s national investigative commis-
sion, comprising a chairman and six
members, which inquired into the
incident in Dili on 12 November. The
conclusions were contained in the
commission’s preliminary report
summary. This is the official Indon-
esian translation.

L. The Dili incident of 12 November
1991 was as the culmination of a
series of demonstrations and inci-
dents initially occurred organised by
the group of anti-integration/the Fre-
tilin disturbance movement in order
to attract international attention of
their existence.

2. It was not an incident premedi-
tated or deliberately ordered by nei-
ther the central Government nor the
Indonesian armed forces headquar-
ters as well as the local military com-

mand of East Timor. It was, however,
a regretful accident.

3. It was a provocative demonstra-
tion designed by the group of anti-
integration/the Fretilin security dis-
turbance movement; not a peaceful
memorial service for Sebastiao
Gomes.

4. The largely comprised youth
demonstrators had acted violently,
emotionally and destructively. They
were presumed to have been long in-
fluenced and agitated by the group of
anti-integration/Fretilin security dis-
turbance movement. They intention-
ally carried and unfurled the Fretilin
and the Galenti] flags, picture of Xan-
ana Gusmao, posters and shouted
anti-integration and insulted yells to
the security apparatus.

5. Some foreigners had actively

been participating in the demonstra-
tion.

6. The heightening strenuous condi-
tions which was initiated by the stab-
bing and wounding of two young secu-
rity officers, the provocative and
brutal mass had led to spontaneous
reactions from the lower ranking
security officers as to defend them-
selves and the weapons in the form of
unguided shootings which subse-
quently caused death casualties and
injuries. At the same time, an unor-
ganised and uncontrolled group of se-
curity apparatus had opened fire and
tortured some demonstrators which
increased the number of casualties.

7. Despite the presence of the anti-
riot units, the commission is of the
view that the standard procedures of
handling riots are not properly
applied. Some security apparatus had

conducted excessively which caused
more casualties. Although the
claimed number of victims so far has
been 19 dead and 91 injured, the com-
mission has enough strong reason to
believe that the number of victims
who died were around 50 and the
injured were more than 91 people.

. The handling of the dead body of
the victims, apart from the availabil-
ity of the visum et repertum, was not
carefully managed and identified
accordingly. The opportunity to iden-
tify the victims was not given to their
relatives or friengs.

9. The commission is of the opinion
that legal action should be taken to
thosg involved in and responsible to
tht_z incident in accordance with the
existing law in Indonesia which up-
?()t!ds Pancasila and the 1945 Consti-
ution,
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Evans mis

By MARK METHERELL,
diplomatic correspondent,
Canberra

 Amnesty International yesterday
rejected the Australian Govern-
ment’s favorable response to the
preliminary findings of the Indo-
nesian inquiry into the Dili massa-
cre.

The Foreign Minister, Senator
Evans, described the report as
much better than many people
had expected, and said the find-
ings that about 50 people had died
was a rebuttal of the Indonesian
military’s figure of 19.

An Australian spokesman for
Amnesty, Mr Andre Frankovits,
said last night that the Govern-
ment was mistaken to place any
credibility on the inquiry and that
all independent evidence suggest-
ed that more than 100 had died in
the massacre.

Mr Frankovits said that from
what Amnesty had been told, the

inquiry had failed to meet the Aus-
tralian Government’s own terms
for it to be open and fair. He said
the Government should be pursu-
ing its demand for an international
investigation under the auspices of
the United Nations.

It was regrettable that Senator
Evans seemed to be moving away
from demands for that investiga-
tion, Mr Frankovits said.

Senator Evans’s comments also
angered an East Timorese resis-
tance spokesman, Mr Jose Ramos
Horta, who claimed that Senator
Evans was engaged in a ‘white-
wash”.

A summary of the report issued
last night by the Indonesian
embassy in Canberra describes
the massacre of mourning demon-
strators in Dili on 12 November as
“a regretful accident”.

According to the embassy ver-
sion of the findings, five of its nine
conclusions lay blame against the
demonstrators, while only three

conclusions are clearly critical of
the military. The embassy version
of the findings states that the com-
mission found 70 bullet marks in
the area of the massacre.

In Jakarta, an Indonesian mili-
tary spokesman pledged prosecu-
tions as a result of the commis-
sion’s report. ‘‘Some people will be
tried based on the applicable
laws,” said the spokesman, Briga-
dier-General Nurhadi Purwosapu-
tro.

The US State Department yes-
terday also cautiously welcomed
the report, saying the commission
appeared to have taken a “‘serious
and responsible” approach, but
added that officials wanted to
study a full text of the report
before commenting further.

Mr Allan Nairn, an American
journalist who witnessed the mas-
sacre, yesterday described Sena-
tor Evans’'s comments as ‘‘outra-
geous ... Evans is becoming part
of the cover-up”.

takén on Dili: Amnesty

Mr Nairn told ‘The Age’ from
New Jersey that there was no fac-
tual basis for Senator Evans to
agree with the commission’s pre-
liminary finding.

The Prime Minister, Mr Keat-
ing, said yesterday that the initial
report of the National Investiga-
tive Commission was “much more
credible than that which we’ve
seen before and I think we regard
it as an encouraging document”.

Mr Keating said that it was
important to wait for the commis-
sion’s final report and to see what
the Indonesian Government’s
response would be to that.

Senator Evans described the
preliminary report as by and large
“a pretty crisp and not unreason-
able account of what we, from
other sources ourselves, know or
believe to have occurred”.

He was speaking after studying
an Australian translation of the
16-page summary.

PAGE 8: Inquiry conclusions.
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NDONESIA’S President Soe-
I harto today sacked the military

commanders responsible for
East Timor six weeks after Indone-
sian troops opened fire on civilian
mourners in a Dili cemetery.

The sackings follow a critical re-
port by the special national com-
mission of investigation into the
Dili massacre.

“As the highest commander of
the armed forces, (Soeharto) has
taken the decision to replace... the
Udayana military commander and
the East Timor military operation-
al commander,” State Secretary
Minlster Murdiono said.

The Udayana command, with its
headquarters in Bali, oversees East
Timor and is headed by General
Sintong Panjaitan. The East Timor
military operational commander is
Brigadier General Rudolf Samuel
Warouw.

“Whatever happened in Dili én 12
November is the full responsibility
of the local security apparatus,” Mr
Murdiono quoted the president as
saying.

The statement tends to suggest
that the commander-in-chief of the
Indonesian military, General Try
Sutrisno, will not be censured.

Speaking in Dili yesterday, a de-
fiant General Try again warned
that the Indonesian Armed Forces
(ABRI) would use force to quell
separatist activities in the former
Portuguese territory (Full report,
Pl11).

An inquiry set up by President
Soeharto said this week that about
50 people died in the Dili massacre.
The report found another 90 people
were still missing and might be.
dead, injured or in hiding.

The army had earlier put the
death toll at 19, and said its soldiers
had acted in self-defence. Other
sources said as many as 115 died,
and that the incident was
unprovoked.

Agence France-Presse
4. Comment, P12

EASTTIMOR

threatens "™ *
dissidents

Jakarta, Saturday

forces were condemned by a
Government inquiry into the
massacre of civilians in Dili on 12 No-
vember, the country’s military chief
has told separatists in East Timor to
give up their struggle for an indepen-
dent state or face military action.
General Try Sutrisno, speaking in
the East Timorese capital yesterday,
urged separatists “here and abroad,
who still harbor the ambition and ob-
session of creating chaos, unrest and
security disturbances”, to end their
fight, the state-run news agency An-
tara reported.
_ General Try again threatened that
~ military force could be used to crush
dissident groups.

. “The result of all their doings and

actions is that the people have become

. the victims, experiencing prolonged
suffering,” he said at a Christmas
gathering for servicemen and their
families.

In a provocative speech, General

- Try warned that if East Timorese sep-
aratists did not end their struggle, In-
donesia’s armed forces were ready to

- take *“‘strict actions” to ensure security
and development.

‘He also alleged that the November
massacre in which Indonesian troops
apened fire on a crowd in Dili was
“intentionally engineered” by East Ti-
morese separatists in co-operation
with ‘“‘certain parties here and
abroad”.

The Indonesian daily ‘Suara Pem-
baruan’ reported today that 14 people
detained after the Dili shootings will
be charged with subversion, which
carries a maximum penalty of death.

-East Timor police chief Colonel
Ishak Kodijat said in Dili that 14 of the

e AYVIET 1IAMI A

Q. day after the Indonesian armed

33 detained following the shooting
would be charged with subversion, the
paper reported.

The police chief today handed over
to the state’s high prosecutors office in
Dili documents on the case of one of
the detainees, suspected of leading
several anti-Indonesian demonstra-
tions in East Timor in the past few
years, including during the visit of
Pope John Paul II in October 1989.

Fretilin guerrillas have been fight-
ing for East Timor’s independence
since Indonesia invaded the former
Portuguese colony in 1975.

Jakarta declared East Timor its
27th province in 1976, but the United
Nations still considers the predomi-
nantly Roman Catholic province to be
under Lisbon’s domain.

An Indonesian Government inquiry
said on Thursday that about 50 people
died in the Dili shooting. The military
had put the death toll at 19 and said
the soldiers shot in self-defence.

Other sources say as many as 115
died and that the shooting was unpro-
voked. The inquiry said at least 91
other people were wounded in the
shooting, while others remain missing.

Meanwhile, Portugal has rejected
the findings of the Indonesian inquiry
into the massacre and called for an
international investigation.

A Foreign Ministry statement said
Indonesian authorities had “behaved
shamefully” and were trying to im-
prove their image.

It said the shooting of mourners in
the former Portuguese territory was
not an isolated event and there should
be an internationally supervised
investigation.

Several Western governments sus-
pended aid to Indonesia following the
killings.

Agence France-Presse, Reuter
» Comment, P12
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Military fiefdom in East Timor in no one’s interests

By John Schauble

.+ dent Soeharto to dump the mili-
tary commanders in charge of
East Timor comes as no real surprise.

Once it was decided to establish a
special commission of inquiry into the
12 November massacre in the East
Tlmor capital, Dili, the heads of the
local commander General Rudolf
Warouw and his superior General Sin-
tong Panjaitan went on the chopping
block.

‘The extent of their actual involve-
ment in the shootings remains
unclear. Some will argue that the dis-
missal of General Warouw, seen as
something of a moderate, may not

. necessarily be in the best interest of
- the East Timorese.

THE decision of Indonesia’s Presi-

It appears, however, that the com-
mander-in-chief of the Indonesian
Armed Forces (ABRI), General Try
Sutrisno, will live to fight another day.
Judging by President Soeharto’s
remarks yesterday — exhorting
General Try to root out and punish the
miscreants — and General Try’s own
defiant comments in Dili on Friday,
his position is not in jeopardy for the
moment.

General Try is a protege of Presi-
dent Soeharto and has often been
mentioned as a possible successor
when the 70-year-old Soeharto eventu-
ally vacates the presidential palace.

Nothing approaching the whole
truth is ever likely to emerge from the
various accounts of the Dili massacre,
including those of western aid workers
and. journalists.

1t is unlikely that the true death toll

from the incident will be known. Esti-
mates from a variety of sources have
placed it anywhere between 19 and
200. This week the Indonesian Govern-
ment’s commission placed the death
toii at “around 50” with more than 91
injured and missing.

The commission’s full report will

‘not be presented to President Soe-

harto for several weeks, but its prelim-
inary findings on the Kiilings, released
on Thursday, have already served to
take some of the heat out of the inter-
national condemnation.

The sighs of relief from Washington
and Canberra have been almost audi-
ble. The governments of the United
States and Austraiia have cautiously
welcomed the findings as evidence of
genuine efforts on the part of the Indo-
nesian authorities to conduct a full

and proper investigation into the inci-
dent. The Japanese Government, fac-
ing pressure from Parliament to
review its aid policies towards Indone-
sia, has yet to respond.

From a cynical viewpoint, which as-
sumes the commission of inquiry was
set up purely in response to inter-
national pressure and to serve Indone-
sia’s external political ends, it would
seem the annual injection of
$US4.5 billion in foreign aid to the
world’s fifth most populous nation will
not be affected for the time being.

But the findings — already under
fire from human rights groups and
East Timorese in exile — may yet
have far wider implications within
Indonesia. The commission, headed
by Indonesian Supreme Court Judge
Djaelani has directly contradicted the
Indonesian military’s version of what

happened in the Santa Cruz cemetery.

The inquiry’s findings on the exces-
sive violence and lack of discipline by
the Indonesian military involved are
unprecedented in the country’s his-
tory. The commission’s criticisms are
tempered oniy by the suggestion that
the military was provoked in some
tashion by the demonstrators in Dili.

Even so, the preliminary findings
are a poke in the eye for General Try.
In what could yet prove to be a gross
political misjudgment, he backed
away from his original assessment of
50 deaths and swung behind the local

military commander’s toll of 19 short-.

ly after the incident. His remarks
since the shootings have been at best
provocative and at worst (“people
who refuse to toe the line have to be
shot”) barbaric.

The credibility of General Try has

now been openly calied into question.
How he responds to the commission’s
findings will determine his political
future, which in many other countries
would be bleak.

Crucial will be the approach Indo-
nesian authorities take towards the
role of the armed forces in East Ti-
mor. Given the reality that Indonesia
is not willingly going to abandon the
former Portuguese colony, how it
chooses to exercise control in future
is a matter of considerable inter-
national concern and of particular
concern to Australia.

Perpetuating a military fiefdom in
East Timor is not in Indonesia’s inter-
ests, and it is most certainly not in the
interests of the East Timorese people.

@ John Schauble is the foreign editor
of ‘The Sunday Age’.
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INDONESIA AND THE TIMOR MASSACRE

AUSTRALIA'S relatiorship with
Indonesia, our most important
neighbour, stands at the crossroads
in the wake of the report by the In-
donesian National Investigative
Commission into the shootings last
month in East Timor, which found
that 50 people had died.

The report is unprecedented in Indo-

_nesian terms. It criticises the mili-
tary, saying it used excessive force
and did not behave in a way consis-
tent with an “acceptable norm”, that
there was “excess shooting” and
other forms of assault by the military,
and that riot procedures were not
used optimally.

Immediately after the report’s re-
lease, President Suharto expressed
his condolences to the families of
those killed in Dili on November 12.

Although the report undoubtedly
understates the true death toll —
which the Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs, Senator Gareth Evans, has esti-
mated at about 75 and which other
groups have put at nearer to 100 — it
is anything but the whitewash that
had been feared.

Moreover, in a country still partly
run by the military, in which it has
been the guarantors of stability since

putting down a communist coup in.

the mid-1960s and in which it has
been intimately involved in civil ad-
ministration and economic develop-
ment, this is a radical departure for a
government report to criticise sold-~
lers so forthrightly.

The terms of the report, and the
tone in which it was written, consti-
tute a significant victory for the mod-

erates within the Jakarta _bolitical
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The release this week of Indonesia’s unexpectedly frank report on the Dili massacre has provided a ray of optimism for improved relations
with our biggest and most powerful neighbour. Yet GREG SHERIDAN, who has just returned from Jakarta, reports that rapprochement
still balances on a knife-edge and that the stakes — diplomatic and economic — are high for both countries
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Relations soured over the Dili
massacre as the key players
(clockwise from below),
President Suharto, Benny
Murdani, Ali Alatas, Gareth
Evans, Paul Keating and Bob
Hawke, became caught up in
diplomatic wrangling

(TR
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The challenge now for Prime Minis-
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ter Paul Keating and Evans is to pre-
serve the substance of our relation-
ship with Indonesia.

Yesterday, Keating said that the
preliminary report was encouraging,
that it was better than expected and
that the important thing now was to
wait for the final report.

Evans, too, said the report was
much better than many people had
expected. He drew attention to its
“crisp, sharp” language, its criticism
of the military and its clear state-
ment that there had been a great
over-reaction by the military.

He also said he came back from In-
donesia thinking the number killed
was in the 50 to 75 range and that the
inquiry’s conclusion was “not unrea-
sonable”,

The Dili killings have thrown Indo-
nesian politics into a state of flux, as
the nature of the official report
demonstrates, and have added new
dynamics of uncertainty into the Ja-
karta/Canberra relationship, as well
as Indonesia’s relations with the
wider world.

For all the players, the stakes are
high., |

Evans can be credited with a rea-
sonably successful three-day visit to

Indonesia last week. He was politely
/Snubbed by being denied a meeting

- with Suharto, Defence Minister Gen-

eral Benny Murdani or Armed Forces
Chief General Try Sutrisno.

However, he was treated courte-
ously and correctly and he did see
_thtree senior Indonesian Cabinet min-
isters.

More importantly, he helped refocus
the debate within Indonesia on the
Dili killings squarely on the issue of
human rights. He conducted himself
with dignity and some restraint, while
never wavering from setting out
Australla’s fundamental concerns
over the killings. Uncharacteristically,
he was prepared at times to keep si-
lent, listening patiently and without
interrupting to a 50-minute lecture by
Cabinet secretary Murdiano.

Evans’s brief was not easy. Both he
and former prime minister Bob
Hawke had said Australia was pre-
pared to re-examine the entirety of
policy towards Indonesia if the in-
?uiry into the killings was not satis-
actory,

The Indonesians are confused by
this. They have been unable to get a
straight answer from Canberra about
what this formulation of words
means. Does it mean, for example,
that Canberra’s de jure recognition
of Indonesian sovereignty over East
Timor may be withdrawn? Evans
seemed to suggest not.

In fact, it seemed that no one in
Canberra had a clear idea of what
this “comprehensive re-examination”
meant, and there was more than a
suspicion that was a term designed
for public consumption but with little
substance.

In terms of domestic politics, the
Evans visit served a crucial purpose.
It will be evidence he can offer to La-
bor’s federal Caucus, and an argu-
ment he can use against the Left,
when he is charged with having taken
too soft a line on the killings in
Timor. No one could be in any doubt
about the force of the Government’s
feeilings on the killings after Evans’s
visit. !

The finding that 50 were killed,

while probably understating the
truth substantially, is also a long way
from the original line of the Indon-
esian military that 10 people died.

The question for Keating and Evans
is whether the relatively credible Ja-
karta report, combined with the Evans
visit, will be enough to ward off the in-
evitable demands from Labor's left
wing, as well as from the numerous
anti-Indonesian aid and activist
groups, which are all likely to still
want the Government to take tougher
action against the Indonesians.

Every indication is that Evans and
Keating will be predisposed to resist
this. Thelr abllity to do so will be
something of a test of the maturity of
Australian politics.

This certainly is the hope of Indone-
sia’s leaders.

There is a widespread hope within
the Jakarta elite that Keating will be
more pragmatic than Hawke in for-
eign policy, that he will be less emo-
tional, less bombastic, more predict-
able, easler to deal with, that he will
look more to long-term national in-
terests in framing foreign policy.

Moreover, the Indonesians had
come to dislike Hawke heartily.

They felt he had treated Suharto
with great discourtesy. Indeed, in al-
most every official meeting Evans
had in his visit, they made it known
that they were acutely annoyed by
Hawke putting conditions on his pro-
posed visit to Indonesia in February.

Twice already the Australians had
changed the dates of the proposed
Hawke visit. The Indonesians felt
that we were behaving as if a visit by
Hawke was a great gift — a gift they
felt they could easily do without.

Now they are keen to establish a
sensible working relationship with
Keating,

Indeed, the credibility of the report
Jjust issued is a sign that Indonesia
wants to maintain the momentum it
had generated towards much greater
international respectability.

A weakness of the debate on Indo-
nesia is the assumption that the In-
donesian Government is a mono-
lithic, unified whole. In fact, Indone-
sian politics is at least as complex,
and not much less diverse, than do-
mestic politics.

Some losers are clearly identifiable
in Indonesian politics as a result of
the massacre.

Indonesia’s Foreign Minister, Ali
Alatas, a key moderate within the ad-
ministration, is one of them. He was
the sponsor of the proposed visit by
Portuguese officials and Western
Jjournalists to East Timor. The antici-
pation of this visit led to heightened

tensions within East Timor, ultimately
contributing to the atmosphere that
helped cause the massacre,

owever, the feeling in Jakarta last
week was that Alatas could substan-
tially recover his position. This wil]
likely be assisted by the relatively
credible nature of the interim report,.
He is likely to maintain his position as
Foreign Minister; moreover, Suharto
is aware that Alatas has helped gain
immense prestige for Indonesia inter-
nationally.

A man of great erudition and con-
siderable charm, Alatas in his way is
as important to Indonesia’s interna-
tional image as Eduard Shevard-
nadze was to that of the former So-
viet Union. Although he is not really a
first division player in Indonesian do-
mestic politics, Alatas’s international
credibility does give him a significant
degree of leverage within Jakarta.

The nature of the report suggests
Indonesia wants to continue to max-
imise "its international standing,
which can only help Alatas.

A much bigger loser is Sutrisno. In
Indonesian terms, the head of the
armed forces is an immensely power-

leading a military faction that has
reservations about the Suharto style
of government.

Although generally regarded as a
hardliner who wants the military to
continue its intimate involvement in
the civll administration, Murdani is
also looked on as the protector of all
minorities within Indonesia.

He is one of the most complex and
fascinating characters thrown up by
Indonesian politics — a Catholic, a
man of extraordinary charisma and
presence, the architect of the Indone-
sian takeover of East Timor and with
a great deal of support within the mil-
itary, a few years ago Murdani was
moved from the position of head of
the armed forces into the paradoxi-
cally less important position of Def-
ence Minister.

In some ways, he has been the Paul
Keating of Indonesian politics, sitting
on the sldelines watching other
people get it wrong. Now, however,
there is a great push within Jakarta,
for Murdani to become more inti-
mately involved in military policy.
There is a feeling that had he been
running things, they would not have

‘Wideﬁgread hope for

Keating pragmatism’

ful position. The general, young,
good-looking capable of a good deal of
charm in private, is possibly the bigg-
est loser among Indonesla’s top lead-
ers.

Thie first problem is that he let the
massacre happen at all. A shrewder
commander, in greater control of his
troops, would have made sure that
the soldlers in East Timor were cap-
able of controlling a crowd without
massacring civilians.

Sutrisno’s extremely hardline state-
ments since the massacre, which
have now been contradicted by the
Djaelani inquiry, have not doné him
any good. Previously he was looked
on as a potential vice-presidential
candidate and even possibly a long-
term successor to Suharto. He is now
much diminished.

Rumours were circulating through-
out Jakarta last week that he had off-
ered his resignation but that Suharto
had declined to accept it — at this
stage.

A big winner, potentially, is Murdani.
He and Suharto have been known to
have a troubled relationship, and
Murdani is generally thought of as

gone so wrong as they did under
Sutrisno.

There is certainly an understanding
throughout the Jakarta political elite
of the need for the Dili massacre not
to be repeated and to be dealt with in
a credible way.

On the part of many, there is a gen-
uine humanitarian revulsion at the
killings.

Many Australians have far too mo-
nochromic a view of Indonesian so-
clety and politics — Western dip-
lomats in Jakarta believe, for
example, that liberals form a clear
majority in the Cabinet.

The liberal English-language Ja-
karta Post newspaper supported the
holding of a full and fair inquiry from
the start. In a key editorial earlier
this month, it said: “We for our part
believe that the incident warrants a
thorough, open and impartial investi-
gation.

“All this should be done, not to allay
international pressures, but because
of the principle of just and civilised
humanity to which we adhere.”

At the same time, the international
political and financial consequences

of the mishandling of the Dili inci-
dent are clear to Indonesia’s leaders.
Indonesia receives $4 billion a year in
aid, some $2 billion of which comes
from Japan. A further $1 billion
comes from the World Bank, while
Australia is one of the largest aid do-
nors, giving $100 million a year (which
makes Indonesia the second-largest
recipient of Australian aid after
Pa%ua New Guinea).

The International Monetary Fund
has praised the way Indonesia has
used its ald. It has not disappeared
into a black hole of maladministra-~
tlon as has been the case with so
much ald donated to so many African
countries.

In the wake of the Dili killings, the
Netherlands, Canada and Denmark
suspended future aid projects. Hund-
reds of United States congressmen
and Japanese politicians have signed
petitions calling on their govern-
ments to link aid to human rights,
while Portugal, unworried by the hy-
pocrisy of its own record of gross
maladministration and neglect of
East Timor, is Indonesia’s greatest
international critic. It leads a virtual
perpetual international campaign
against Indonesia. Portugal also be-
comes president of the European
Community for six months from Jan-
uary 1.

The key players, so far as Indonesia
Is concerned, are Japan and the US.
Japan has told Indonesia privately
that it wants to continue providing
aid to Jakarta. It regards a stable and
successful Indonesia as vital for its
own interests and the wider interests
of the region and believes that Indo-
nesia has used its aid well. The Japa-
nese Government believes that it can
withstand any pressure from a Portu-

al-led Europe to cut or withhold aid

ut that if the US were to take such a
course it would become impossible for
Japan to hold the line.

So holding Japan as an aid donor is
dependent on holding the US. While
the US administration of President
George Bush is sympathetic to Indo-
nesia, the situation in the Congress is
less clear.

Thus there are compelling financial
reasons for Jakarta to handle the Dili
killings in a way that is internation-
ally acceptable.

Evans was right when he said in Ja-
karta last week that the debate over
the response to the killings had be-
come a debate on the very future of
Indonesian society itself.

Would it continue to develop as an
increasingly prosperous, sophisti-
cated, outward-looking member of
the international community or

would it retreat into a negative ob-
scurantism, a withdrawn, sullen, se-
curity-obsessed society able to count
only on the friendship of other, simi-
lar Third World regimes?

There is no doubt that such a de-
bate is going on in Indonesia. The
trend of the Djaelani report suggests
the liberals are somewhat in the as-
cendant, although it would be easy to
overstate this.

The Djaelani commission will de-
liver its final report in six weeks or so.

The Australian stake in the report
being acceptable internationally, and
in preserving the substance of the bi-
lateral relationship with Indonesia, is
€normous.

Indonesia, our nearest powerful
neighbour, controls the vital sea and
air approaches to Australia. It has be-
come our eighth-largest export mar-
ket, while the balance of two-way
trade is heavily in Australia’s favour.
More than 120 Australian companies
operate there, and direct Australian
investment is more than $1.3 billion.

An unfriendly Indonesia could prob-
ably block any significant diplomatic
move Australia made on any subject
in South-East Asia.

A best-case scenario is that the
Djaelani report is broadly accepted
by the Australian Government and
that after a period of some frostiness,
the relationship proceeds more or less
as normal. Even in this scenario, it is
unlikely that the closeness of the past
three years, the Evans-Alatas travel-
ling diplomatic roadshow, the duet
performances in so many interna-
tional forums, will continue.

In a worst-case scenario, the rela-
tionship could be soured for years to
come. Ambassadors could be with-
drawn, Indonesia could set up a per-
manent road-block to Australian in-
tegration in the region, and it could
make us pay heavily in economic
terms. In calendar year 1990, our ex-

rts to Indonesia were worth $1.3 bil-
ion, while Indonesia’s exports here
were worth only about $500 million.

It would be easy for Indonesia to
buy most of the commodities it now
buys from us elsewhere with very lit-
tle price disadvantage. A “buy Aus-
tralia last” policy could harm us dras-
tically.

Similarly, in a worst-case scenario,
our ability to make any constructive
contribution to the welfare of the
East Timorese, through the provision
of aid and by the use of our good offi-
ces, would be nil.

Gareth Evans, and to a lesser extent
Paul Keating, must lead the debate
in Australia to make sure this does
not happen.
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Dili: judgment
is reserved

HE Dili massacre death toll of 50 reported by
Indonesia’s Jaelani commission of inquiry falls
between the outrageously low figure admitted to
by the military forces and the higher estimates of
human rights groups. President Suharto’s prompt response
to the findings, welcome in many ways, also comes
somewhere between minimal action and a fuller answer
.that would admit the fact of 16 years of Indonesian
brutality towards dissent in East Timor. The middle ground
is a convenient place for a Government battered by
worldwide criticism and fearing aid cuts. If such sceptical
thoughts cloud positive signs in both the inquiry and the
President’s acknowledgement, the Suharto Government
has its own policies and its own armed forces to blame.

It seems on present knowledge only fair to accept
Justice Jaelani’s preliminary findings as the most
reasonable and credible result that might have been
expected in a nation in which the military plays a pervasive
role. The report does not claim 50 as the definitive toll; it
acknowledges that 90 people are still missing and admits
that at least some could be dead. The Supreme Court judge
has also shown a degree of independence, a stance
requiring some strength of character, in his criticism of
military responsibility for the tragedy. In the same historic
context of military influence, the President’s acceptance of
the report and speedy reprimands are a positive
development. But in his decision that the regional
command bears responsibility he, like Justice Jaelani,
makes the fundamental error of treating the Dili Killings as
an isolated incident. Conveniently forgotten is continuing
violent rule of a people seeking autonomy. An acceptable
response to the investigation would concentrate also on a
credo of national command that seeks, in the reported
words of armed forces commander General Try Sutrisno,
“to wipe out whoever disturbs stability”. It is disturbing
that the President has not reprimanded General Try for
hardline sentiments expressed as late as last Friday about
East Timor. The decision to press subversion charges
against 14 civilians arrested after the shootings fuels
scepticism that Jakarta will ever accept that there must be
a peaceful way to work through the Timor problem.

Canberra has been relieved of embarrassment that
would have arisen had the Jaelani inquiry resulted in an
obvious whitewash. But fresh responsibilities now arise for
Australia. The Suharto statement will increase pressure on
Indonesia not only to make amends for this tragedy but to
try to heal the sore of the treatment of the East Timorese.
The Keating Government should not be found lagging
behind concerned international opinion.
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Dili sackmgs ease Canberra pressure

By MARK METHERELL,
diplomatic correspondent,
Canberra

The reported sacking of two miiitary
officers foliowing the preliminary
Inquiry into the Dili massacre has
reduced pressure on the Australian
Government to give Jarkarta the cold
shoulder.

President Suharto was reported at
the weekend to have ordered the
action against two senior officers
responsible for the military in East
Timor.

He acted two days after the nation-
al Investigative commission found in
its preiiminary report that about 50
had died in the 12 November Kkillings
in Dili, a rebuttal of the persistent

Gen. Panjaitan Gen. Warouw

claim by the military that only 19
died.

The report prompted a largely
favorable response from the Austra-
lian Government. But it was criticised

by Amnesty International and an East
Timorese resistance group.

The subsequent disclosure that
President Suharto had ordered the
sacking of the two officers is expected
to reduce pressure within the federal
ALP caucus for tough Australian
action agalnst Indonesia.

The two men, relieved of their
posts on Saturday, are the command-
er of eastern Indonesia, Major-
General Sintong Panjaitan, and the
commander of East Timor, Brigadier-
General Rudolf Warouw.

Military analysts say General Pan-
jaitan, 50, a special forces officer,
was on track for the top job in the
armed forces after successfully lead-
ing a commando operation to free a

hijacked Indonesian airliner in Bang-
kok in 1981.

General Warouw is a 48-year-old
infantry officer who won his spurs in
counter-insurgency operations in
Irian Jaya.

A spokesman for the Foreign Minis-
ter, Senator Evans, said yesterday
that from the limited reports the Aus-
tralian Government had, the Indone-
sian Government’s reaction “appears
to be positive and helpful”.

Other sources said President
Subarto also ordered the military to
consider “self-correction and intro-
spection” and ordered the establish-
ment of a military council to study in
depth the way the commanders han-
dled the 12 November Kkillings.

According to Agence France-
Presse reports from Jakarta, Indone-
sia’s State Secretary, Major-General
Murdiono, said that action against
members of the military involved in
the incident would depend on the
results of the study by the council.

The Victorlan federal Labor MP Dr
Andrew Theophanous said last night
that the Indonesian reaction seemed
a better outcome than expected by
those who feared the inquiry would
be a cover-up.

*“Obviously these moves by the
Indonesians have made the likelihood
of a straightforward negative reac-
tion less,” said Dr Theophanous, who
chairs a parliamentary committee
inquiry into relations with Indonesia.

Dr Theophanous said the Govern-
ment should still urge Indonesia to
allow a United Nations role in seeking
a settiement between the Indonesian
Government and East Timor, a step
Indonesia has so far avoided.

A spokesman in Canberra for the
Australian Coalition on East Timor,
Mr Michael Wagner, said last night
that while President Suharto’s action
was fairly strong by Indonesian stan-
dards, no action had been taken
against the supreme military com-
mander, General Try Sutrisno.

It was General Try who had said
that agitators should be wiped out,
frightening off witnesses who were
critical of the military from appear-

.ing at the inquiry, Mr Wagner said.

PAGE 9: Editorial.
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E Timor
massacre
sackings
welcome

By ANNE CONNOLLY, NATASHA BITA and agencies

THE sacking of two ge-
nerals accused in the Kkilling
of at least 50 people at a
Timor funeral last month
has been welcomed by the
Australian Government.

At the same time, 14 of the
33 demonstrators detained
after the November 12 mas-
sacre have been charged with
subversion — a crime carrying
a maximum penalty of death.

Indonesia’s State Secretary,
Mr Murdiono, said the mili-
tary commander of East
Timor, Brigadier-General Ru-
dolf Warouw, and the military
commander of eastern Indo-
nesia, Major-General Sintong
Panjaitan, would be replaced
soon by the armed forces com-
mander-in-chief, General Try
Sutrisno.

A spokesman for Australian
Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Servicemen
addressed

Senator Evans, said of the
sacking, the “Indonesian
Government’s reaction ap-

ars to be positive and

%!Kful".

e spokesman said the
Government was seeking fur-
ther detalls on what action
Indonesia would take as a re-
sult of the inquiry.

But the move has been la-
belled by the Fretilin resist-
ance and aid groups as a
“publicity stunt” designed to
placate the Australian and US
governments which have al-
ready registered their ap-
proval of a preliminary report
on the incident.

Last week’s report, which
says that soldiers were
provoked by mourners at the
Dili funeral and killed 50
people, was described by the
Prime- Minister, Mr Keating,
and Senator Evans as
encouraging.

Fretilin and aid groups be-
lieve the generals will secretly
be given positions elsewhere
but Mr Murdiono said Presi-
dent Suharto sacked the ge-
nerals because “whatever
happened was the responsibil-
ity of those in charge of local
security”.

“So, as the supreme com-
mander of the armed forces,
he took the decision to change

the local commanders,” Mr
Murdiono said.

President Suharto also or-
dered army chief General Edi
Sudrajat to establish a coun-
cil to study in depth the way
the commanders handled the
November 12 shooting.

“The President stressed
that what happened in Dili
should not be repeated. He
asked government officials
and the security apparatus to
correct themselves,” Mr Mur-
diono said.

But Fretilin’s special repre-
sentative to the United Na-
tions, Mr Jose Ramos Horta,
said the Australian Govern-
ment’s acceptance of the In-
donesian response showed
naivety.

“President Suharto and
General Sutrisno are directly
responsible for the war in
East Timor and not the sold-
iers. Those are the ones who
should be put up on trial,” he
said.

General Sutrisno’s recent
calls for the East Timorese to
give up the struggle for an in-
dependent State were only a
recognition that nothing had
changed in the Government,
he said.

In addressing a group of ser-
vicemen and their families in
Dili this weekend, General
Sutrisno reportedly said the
massacre had been “inten-
tionally engineered” by sepa-
ratists in co-operation with
“certain parties here and
abroad”.

He urged all separatists
“who still harbour the ambi-
tion and obsession of creating
chaos, unrest and security
disturbances” to end their
fight.

“The result of all their do-
ings and actions is that the
people have become the vic-
tims, experiencing prolonged
suffering,” he said.

Originally, only eight of the
33 people arrested after the
funeral were to be charged
with subversion but it was an-
nounced on Saturday that 14
would be charged.

The move has drawn strong
criticism from Fretilin, which
has supporters among those
arrested, and aid groups in
Australia.

Documents have already
been filed with prosecutors
concerning a Dili hospital
worker suspected of leading
several protests,
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ili probe
positive
— Evans

INDONESIA’'S response
to a special inquiry into
the East Timor massacre
appeared to be positive, a
spokesman for the Foreign
Affairs Minister, Senator
Evans, said yesterday.

“From the limited re-
ports we’ve seen so far, the
Indonesian Government
reaction appears to be
positive and helpful,” the
spokesman said.

Reuters has reported
that two generals were re-
lieved of their posts yester-
day after President Suhar-
to held them responsible
for the deaths of about 50
people in the East
Timorese capital of Dili
last month.

Agence France-Presse
also reported yesterday
that subversion charges —
carrying a maximum
penalty of death — would
be brought against 14 of
the 33 people taken into
custody after the Dili
massacre.

President Suharto re-
portedly also yesterday or-
dered his Attorney-
General to take firm
action against those in the
crowd in Dili found to have
broken the law.

Senator Evans’ spokes-
man said the Australian
Government would watch
with interest all action
taken by the Indonesian
Government in reaction to
the special inquiry.

“(The Australian Gov-
ernment has) always said
that after a credible in-
quiry, appropriate follow-
up action has to be taken,
and we would expect that

to happen under the pro-
cesses of Indonesian law,”
the spokesman said.

“We’'ll be watching that
with interest,” he said.

President Suharto’s
action follows last week’s
preliminary report of a
special commission set up
to investigate the mas-
sacre which, while
agreeing that troops had
been provoked, blamed a
section of the military for
losing control and for fir-
ing into the crowd ex-
cesively.

The preliminary report
also found that about 50
people had died during the
firing, far more than
claimed by the military
which had said only 19
deaths had occurred.

Another 90 people are
still missing, and Presi-
dent Suharto has ordered
armed forces commander-
in-chief General Try
Sutrisno to find them.

Dili residents have re-
ported that the missing
people are buried in mass
graves.

President Suharto also
ordered army chief Gen-
eral Edi Sudrajat to set up
a council to study in depth
the way the commanders
handled the November 12
shooting.

Replacements for Major
General Sintong Pan-
jaitan, military comman-
der of eastern Indonesia
and Brigadier General
Rudolf Warouw, military
commander of East Timor,
are expected to be

announced soon.
- AAP

i
|
|




Sutrisno replaces generals |

JAKARTA: Two generals.
were named ycsterday by the
chief of the Indonesian
Armed Forces, General Try
Sutrisno, to replace the top
military brass responsible for
East Timor, who were recalled
after the shootings in Dili last
month.

General Sutrisno said Ma-
jor-General Mantiri would re-
place Major-General Sintong
Panjaitan as chief of the Bali-
based Udayana military com-
mand, which oversaw East
Timor. Brigadier-General
Theo Syafei would replace
‘ Brigadier-General Rudolf
Samuel Warouw as the mili-

tary operational chief in East
Timor.

General Panjaitan and Gen-
eral Warouw had been recal-
led to army headquarters.

President Suharto ordered
the replacement of the gener-
als on Saturday, saying they
were responsible for the
November 12 shootings in Dili.

An investigation team, set
up by President Suharto a
week after the shooting, said
last week 50 people had died
and 90 were missing after the
shooting by a group of sold-
iers acting “over the level of
acceptable norms”.

AFP
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Negative stream

HEARTY thanks to the
Indonesian ambassador, Mr
Siagian, for his comments
about the “excessive moralis-
ing” of the Australian media
concerning his country (The
Australian, 16/12).

For years our great
northern friend has been
subjected to an almost

incessant stream of nega-
tivity from sections of the
Australian media, and in
particular from the ABC.

From day one of the Dili
episode, for instance, the
ABC had decided it was a
“massacre”, and waded in
with the word ad nauseam —
never mind such legal
niceties as the inquiry to fol-
low, or the facts not all being
on hand, or the provocation
the authorities may have
been under. Compare the
same ABC’s caution in re-
porting the communist
slaughter of thousands in
Tienanmen Square, which it
not infrequently chose to call
an “incident” in the early
days. Or its coverage of the
Korean KAL airline mass-
acre in 1983, which it pers-
isted in calling an “alleged”
shooting down up to the very
day of the United Nations
resolution condemning the
Soviet action!

Clearly the “moral
outrage” of the Left is highly
selective. One does not have
to approve of everything the
Indonesian military has done
in East Timor to deplore the

bias of such a coverage. Like
Australia, Indonesia is not
without its faults, and a
healthy criticism of them
surely has its place. But this
is a far cry from the un-
balanced, and almost obsess-
ive, Indonesia bashing of sec-
tions of our media.

Thank God for our
northern neighbour. Without
its strong and moderating
influence since 1965, ours
would have been a far less
stable region in which to
have been living. It is high
time for Australian journal-
ism to remember this, and to
show something more than a
surly face towards our
friend.

BRENTON MINGE
Kingston, Qld

Politicised grant

PHILIP Stevens (Letters,
27/12) supports the Queens-
land Government's $200,000
grant to the pro-abortion
political lobby group Chil-
dren by Choice on the
grounds that it “provides
women with independent
counselling”.

One has to question the
impartiality of this so-called
“independent” counselling
and its value to women in
helping them make a free
and informed decision when
97 per cent of Children by
Choice’s clients end up hav-
ing an abortion and the or-
ganisation does not offer
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- TIMOR’S TROUBLES

a desperate voice was heard
through the crackle of static
on a Red Cross radio:
“Indonesian forces have been

IT WAS December 7, 1975, and

landed in Dili by sea ... they are
flying over Dili dropping out
paratroopers aircraft are

dropping out more and more
paratroopers ... a lot of people
have been killed indiscriminately
... women and children are going
1o be Killed by Indonesian forces

. we are going to be killed! SOS,
we call for your help, this is an
urgent call .

As a group of journallsls
huddled round the radio in
Darwin, Alarice Fernandes, a
Cabinet Minister in the ill-fated
Democratic Republic of East
Timor, made a Tlast plea for
intermational help.

Indonesian paratroopers and
marines began landing in the
East Timor capital of Dili "at
dawn that day. Six warships were
in the harbour. At about Sam
Monsignor Martinho da Costa
l.opes, the papal representative
. in the predominantly Catholic
colony, opened his window and
looked out.

*The warships and airplanes
fired on on the capital of Dili
with rockets and cluster bombs,”
he said. “They burned everylhmg
and everybody.”

The Indonesian soldiers
smashed their way into houses,
looting them. Shops were ran-
sacked.

_ “They raped women ... some-
times even in front of their
husbands,” Monsignor Lopes said.
“It was very bad. That day
remained forever ingrained in
my memory. I will never forget.”

During the next days hundreds
of people were massacred by
Indonesian troops. A y Inter-
national and Tapol, the London-
based Indonesian human rights
group. also reported widespread
slaughter in other Timorese
towns, including Baucau,
Venilale, and Maubara.

Eyewitnesses described ran-
dom executions beside Dili’s har-
bour and near the former
Portuguese military police bar-
racks in suburban Vila Verde.

Among tbose killed was Isabel
Lobato, wife of the East Timor
Prime Minister, Nicolau Lobato.
She was travelling with about 15
other peuple to safety at the
Catholic  bishop’s palacio (pal-
ace). They were stopped by
soldiers.

Ordered to go lo publlc gardens
hazida the  mos

DAVID ROBIE reviews the background to the latest East
Timor tragedy. Human rights groups say that about 100

people died in the massacre that claimed the life of a = |
New Zealander. The klllmgs are ]ust the latest in 16 years’
of Indonesian atrocities.

was singled out from the group
by an informer and dragged oft
by two soldiers. She was shot on
the wharf and her body was still
lying there the next day.

Thus began the Indonesian in-
vasion if East Timor and 16 years
of oppression. The people, ethni-
cally closer to the Melanesians of
the western Paciflc than the
Javanese colonisers, were inte-
grated the following year into
Indonesia as the Asian countrys
“27th province”. .

Amnesty International and
other human rights organisations
estimate that more than 200,000

people — a third of the popu- °

lation — died in the fighting, or
from hunger and execution. The
genocide was said to be compar-
able on a per capita basis with
that of the Khmer Rouge in
Cambodia.

Last January New Zealand sup-
parted the United States-led co-
alition forces which went to war

" because oil-rich Iraq invaded its

neigbbour, Kuwait, and declared
it a province. Yet, ironically, the
New Zealand Government said
little when Indonesia, also oil-
rich, did the same thing against
East Timor in 1975. Wellington
has remained pragmatic ever
since.

Kamal Bamadhaj, a 21-year-old
aid volunteer who was one of the
scores of people who died from
wounds in the recent massacre
among the tombstones in Dili's
Santa Crus cemetery, was the
second New Zealander to die
hrutally at the. hands of
Indonesian troops in the colony.
The full circumstances of his

death are probably no more .

likely to be unearthed by any
independent inquiry than infor-
mation about the first victim.

On October 16, 1975, during a
border “probe” by lndonesxan
troops before the full military
onslaught, 27-year-old television
cameraman Greg Cunningham
was Killed along with a four-
member Australian television
crew at the western town of
Balibo.

Refugees and other sources
said the reporters had painted an
Do o v

Jose Ramos-Horta: New Zealand stance “patlletic".

“Avustratia” on the wall of the
bouse where they were shelter-
ing. One or more of the journal-
Ists were machine-gunned, and
the rest were executed with their
hands in the air.

No full inquiry was ever held:
The “investigation” into the Santa
Cruz massacre announced by
Indonesian authorities is being
headed by a retired judge — a
former military general — and
has already been condemned by
human rights groups for lack of
impartiality.

A British journalist who filmed
the massacre has reported on the

“events under the nom de plume

of Max Stahl to protect Timorese
people who helped him. He has
denounced attempts by
Indonesian authorities to explain
the killings as “half-truths and
outright lies”.

Stah) estimates that about 50
people died in the massacre.
Indonesian authorities say there
were 19 deaths, and human rights
organisations have reported fig-
ures of up to 115

o T

.team has said that more than 100

anti-Indoneslan demonslralors

. were killed.

*Timorese oppaosition sources
have accused Indonesian soldiers

__of arresting up to 80 witnesses to
the shootings and

executing
them.

Stahl reported in the “Indepen-
dent on Sunday” that Bamadhaj,
wounded in the chest during the
shootings, was barely conscious
when he was ‘picked up hy Red
Cross workers. “But the ambu-

‘lance was held up by soldiers
several times before it reached

the hospital and he had already
fost a tremendous amount of
blood before they were allowed
to get to him,” wrote Stahl.

“Then, once inside the military
hospital, like at least 89 seriously
wounded and perhaps as many as
50 dead, no-one was allowed
access to him. All information
was refused to the Red Cross to
his family, his friends, even, it
appears, his embassy, as he
died.”

Stahl said this was no bureau-

: dlplomats from

ol other wounded Timorese being
s arrested and lmerrogated when

:they made inquiries about their
,mlssmg family membhers, near

the western border of East
* Timor.

"He Is “critical of attempts ‘by
the Australian
and British to *“cloud the truth”
about the massacre.

“The truth, as all torelgn
* witnesses have conlirmed is that
there was no riot.” He descrlbed
t.he procession of mourners as of
“exceptionally good order”. He
rejected the alleged stabbing of
an Indonesian soldier, Major
Girhara Lantara, and military
reports claiming that a hand
grenade had been thrown from

among the crowd of mourners, or

that a variety of firearms, gren-

‘ades, and other weapons had ..

been seized from demonstrators.

- Bamadhaf's uncle, John Todd,

and another relative, Bruce Picot,
told a memorial rally in Auckland
‘on November 24 that they be-
.lieved he had not died in vain.

{ Amnesty International's New
Zealand executive director, Colin
Chiles, has appealed to the Min-
Ister of Foreign Affairs, Don
McKinnon, to raise urgently the
issue in the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly. .

“The original massacre ‘at the .

"cemetery was
enough,” he said,

horrifying
“but the con-

* tinued reports ol military mur-

ders require urgent action. We
believe that a thorough, impar-
tial, and internationally super-
vised investigation into the Santa
Cruz massacre and its aftermath
‘Is urgently required.”

= Although he congratulated the
New Zealand Government on its
actions so far, Chiles said that
only “urgent, highly public, con-
certed international action is
likely to stop these atrocities”.
Australia, Britain, Canada, the
Nelherlands Portugal, Sweden,
and the United States have also
condemned the killings.

Amnesty International has re-
leased a list of 83 people
reportedly killed, missing, or
wounded in the massacre.

In spite of attempts by
Indonesian authorities to project
an “open door” image of East
Timor in the last two Yyears,
reports of persecution-and brutal
repression have persisted.

A planned visit to the.colony by
a group of parliamentarians from
Porugal, a country still officially
recognised by the United Nations
as (he administering power. wns
e U wehap Talecer

an Australian joumalist from go-

ing to Timor. The Lisbon-based
journalist, Jill Jolliffe, author of
“East Timor: Nationalism and
Colonialism”, is widely recog-

nised as the most informed re-

porter on Timorese affairs.

In a letter to Tapol shortly
before the visit was called off,
Timorese resistance leader
Xanana Gusmao said the
Indonesian military autborities
had been “creating an atmos-
phere of insecurity and panic”.

Xanana, commander of the
nationalist movement Fretilin's
military wing Falintil, said: "Any-
one who tried to organise rallies

.against integration were warned
they would end up m Sama Cruz

cemetery”.

The letter said that 'prep-
arations were being made in
other towns, such as Laleia and
Same, for “receptions” with dark
threats to the population if tbey
failed to fly the red-and-white
Indonesian integration flag.

“You must all have a flag and
when I give the order you must
raise them high,” the Timorese
were told by authorities. "Anyone
who shouts’ words like ‘Maubere
(Timorese) people’, ‘indepen-
dence’, ‘Portugal’ or “Fretilin® w11l
be shot after the MPs leave.”

Indonesia was reported to have
sent seven extra battalions of
troops to East Timor three
‘months ago, including the crack
security Battalion 212 said to
have been used in a wave of
repression before the papal visit
in 1989.

East Timor had been a
Portuguese colony since 1702, By
the time it was invaded by the
lndonesnans, the Ponuguese col-

Tt s teinjctratics Y= 1 knap

Tlmorese reslstance leader Xanana Gusmao (second from left, wilh cap and
belt) Inspects Fretilin guerrillas.

ousted after a political upheaval
in Portugal. The dictatorship in
Lisbon bad been deposed the
year before, in 1974, and the
Fretilin nationalist movement
gained control, declaring the
country independent. )
Indonesia, refusing to bave 'a’

*“Cuba on its doorstep”, launched ,

the invasion, sealed off the cdl-
ony from the outside world, and
waged a brutal war of attrition
against Fretilin nationalists and
civilians over lhe next seven
years.

In December 1989, the Tlmor
Gap Trealy was slgned by Aust-
ralia and Indonesia, giving illegal
access to oil in this “southern
Kuwait".

Earlier tbis year Portugal filed
a complaint ~with the Inter-
national Court of Justice at the
Hague, accusing Australia of

.breaching East Timorese sover-

eignty.

Many Timorese feel particu-
larly betrayed by Australia. They
still speak of the wartime sacn-
fices their people made to help
Australian commandos in the
fight against the Japanese. They
cannot understand why their
“ally” failed to support them
against Indonesia.

Leading Indonesian human
rights campaigner Liem Soei
Liong says Australia’s ‘“unprin-
cipled and corrupt decision,
taken even before Indonesia in-
vaded and annexed East Timor,
has been crucial in influencing
the attitude of the West"”.

In the preface of his book
“Timor: A People Betrayed”, for-
mer Australian consul James
Dunn condemned Australian,
American, and — by implication
— New Zealand acquiescence in
the hratal Indanecinn annevation

7 L7 PRPEU

“It is a shameful story of a
cruel conspiracy against a small
and vulnerable people,” he wrote,
“an episode marked by deceit,
bypocrisy, mendacity, and plain
lrresponsnbllity Many would pre-
fer it not to be told, but the trutb
must be brought out” -

He accused former Australian
Prime Minister Gough Whitlam
of expediency because of
American pressure, and of
misjudging Australia’s respons-
ibility to a small and vulnerable
neighbour. .

But he also blamed tbe
Malcolm Fraser Government, in
power by the time East Timor
was seized militarily, of remain-
ing "unmoved at the brutal sup-
pression of the Timorese resist-
ance, while loudly assailing the
Russians for their intervention in
Afghanistan”.

East Timor’s former Foreign
Minister, Jose Ramos-Horta, is
now director of the school of
diplomacy at Sydney University.
He is bitterly disillusioned with
Canberra and Wellington. When
Horia was granted a brief inter-
view with Australia’s then-
Foreign Minister Bill Hayden in
1984, the concession provoked
diplomatic sanctions against Aust-
ralia by Indonesia.

The following year tbe New
Zealand Prime Minister, David
Lange, fearful of a similar re-
spoase, snubbed Horta during the
envoy's visit to Weillington. Horta
described the New Zealand
Governmen! stance as “pathelic
and crude”, adding that if the
Timorese were white Anglo-
Saxons instead of Melanesians,
then New Zealand would care.

Tragically, it has taken the
death of Kamal Bamddhaj for
New Zealanders to finally notice
the plicht of the Timorese,
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from K. L. Fry

I was astounded to read of Gough
Whitlam’s audacious attack on
Bob Hawke in a report of his
speech in Melbourne on 9 Decem-
ber. I am no champion of Hawke,
but Whitlam should be the last per-
son to criticise any politician
about East Timor.

To speculate that events may
have been different in East Timor
it Hawke had established a closer
relationship with Suharto raises
many “if” questions about Whit-
lam’s role in the tragic events. If
Whitlam had consulted his Labor
caucus he would have received a
clear message that the takeover of
East Timor was not acceptable
and if he had conveyed a strong
protest on the phone to President
Suharto and to President Ford the
tragedy may have been avoided.

Instead, both Whitlam (in
Townsville, April 1975) and Pea-
cock (in Bali, September 1975)
connived with the Indonesians not
to interfere in the annexation.
Both should accept some responsi-
bility for our shameful role in this
continuing illegal act of
aggression.

I was the MHR referred to by
Whitlam in his speech as being
flown around East Timor by an
ASIS agent, a Dili hotel proprietor
who had a vested interest in the

LETTERSTO "

Whitlam rewriting history
to justify Timor blunder

Whitlam: “no limit to
his audacity”.

Indonesian takeover. As in other
parts of his speech, Whitlam is
careless with the facts. Senator
Gietzelt and myself were the only
politicians on the flight. By that
time, early September 1975, the
civil war was over.

Fretilin had prevailed, not only
because they had arms (UDT
were not short of weapons) but
also because they had the support
of a large majority of the people.
We saw no signs of fighting and not
a shot was heard in our day-long

trip. Fretilin leaders had restored
order and I believe that East Ti-
mor would have survived had they
been given material aid at this
critical time. During our journey
the Indonesians were broadcast-
ing their propaganda line that the
civil war was still raging and that
they had to intervene to restore
order.
When we returned to Canberra,
I wrote a detailed report of our
visit and gave it to Whitlam. He
acknowledged it, but his only re-
sponse was that he did not wish to
discuss it with me. Instead, he has
consistently accepted the Indone-
sian propaganda and uses the civil
war (about 2000 casualties) as a
cover up for the massive casual-
ties inflicted on the Timorese by
the Indonesian armed forces. He
refers to us as “fellow travellers”
— fellow travellers indeed!
Gough Whitlam made many
courageous and progressive deci-
sions while prime minister, but,
unfortunately, his decision on East
Timor was not one of them. It is
quite pathetic that he now at-
tempts to rewrite history and ma-
lign others in the process to justify
a bad decision.
There appears to be no limit to
his audacity.
Ken Fry,
Broulee (NSW).

Petition to seek Bush action on Timor

By MARGO KINGSTON

A Labor backbencher plans to use
Thursday night's parliamentary
dinner in honor of President Bush
to deliver a petition signed by
more than 50 politicians calling
for his personal intervention over
East Timor.

A Left-wing Labor MP, Mr Lau-
rie Ferguson, will collect signa-
tures for the petition in the next
two days, mainly from members

AGE

of the all-party Parliamentarians
for East Timor Group.

Although the United States is a
strong ally of Indonesia, Congress
split with the President on the
issue, adopting resolutions threat-
ening to cut off military aid unless
an independent inquiry was held.

The Prime Minister’s office
would not say whether Mr Keating
would discuss East Timor with Mr
Bush.

312-6/

The petition says: “In view of
the influence and standing of the
United States in this region, and of
the positive leadership you your-
self have given in situations
involving small nations in captivi-
ty, we make this personal appeal
for you to intervene on behalf of
the East Timorese.”

It asks Mr Bush to get the United
Nations involved in a settlement of
the issue, and to suspend military
aid.




Indonesia
blacklists
dozens of

By LINDSAY MURDOCH,
South-East Asia correspondent,
Singapore, Monday

Indonesia has banned dozens of
foreign journaiists, including Aus-
tralians, from entering the coun-
try in response to international
media coverage of the Dili mas-
sacre.

The journalists have been put on
a blacklist of 17,000 foreigners and
Indonesians, according to the
daily ‘Jakarta Post’ newspaper.

The director-general of immi-
gration, Mr Roni Sikap Sinuraya,
was quoted as telling a news con-
ference that the state intelligence
body (Bakin) and the Armed
Forces Commander, General Try
Sutrisno, had asked that the jour-
naiists be blacklisted ‘“because
they are considered to be danger-
ous to the safety and security of
the state and the nation”.

Those barred included journal-
ists from Australia, the United
States and Hong Kong, he said.

The report did not name the
Australian journalists concerned.
A spokesman for the Australian
embassy in Jakarta said he had no
information on the decision.

The Indonesian military was
furious that journalists who en-
tered the country on tourist visas
witnessed the 12 November mas-
sacre of civilians in Dili, the East
Timorese capital. Their reports
caused an international outcry.

The Speaker of Indonesia’s
House of Representatives, Mr
Kharis Suhud, has publicly
blamed the Austraiian news media
for ‘“fanning the anti-Indonesian
sentiments through exaggerated
reports” about the incident.

The ‘Jakarta Post’ reported that
Mr Suhud toid journalists after
meeting the Australian Foreign
Minister, Senator Evans, in
Jakarta that Radio Australia’s
reports on East Timor “hurt our
ears”. He said: “Even before the
incident it had shown an unfriend-
ly attitude.”

The Indonesian Government
has been a longtime critic of
Radio Australia, which has mil-
lions of Indonesian listeners.

Mr Suhud said he was not con-
vinced by Senator Evans’s assur-
ance that Radio Austraiia was
independent. ‘It is receiving
grants from the (Australian) Gov-
ernment, so it could still be con-
trolled, though not 100 per cent,”
Mr Suhud said. “The Australian
Government should try to calm its
public.”

‘The Age’ was refused permis-
sion to cover the three-day visit of
Senator Evans from 19 December.

Two Jakarta-based Australian
journalists, Mr Ian Maclntosh, of
the ABC and Radio Australia, and
Mr Terry Friel, of Australian Asso-
ciated Press, have not been affect-
ed by any bans or restrictions.

The biacklist, which includes
dissidents and criminals, prevents
listed foreigners from entering the
country and listed Indonesians
from leaving it. It is controversial

ﬁ(’é'- 3/'/l'ﬁ,

journalists

BAN DEFENDED

Kuaia Lumpur, Monday

The Malaysian Prime Minister,
Dr Mahathir Mohamad, has
defended a Government ban on a
tabloid newspaper that carried
articles calling his
administration a failure.

The publishing permit of the
‘Mingguan Waktu’ was revoked
because its reports were of “no
use to the nation”, ‘The Star’
newspaper quoted Dr Mahathir
as saying. .

Dr Mahathir denied
allegations that he had revoked
the permit because the
newspaper had published
articles saying he was a failure
in his 10-year premiership.

— Reuter

in Indonesia because it prevents
some well-known Government
critics going abroad.

Indonesia banned all Australian
journalists In 1986 after the publi-
cation in ‘The Sydney Morning
Herald’ of a report on the business
interests of the family of President
Suharto.

In the past two years, access has
been given to Australian-based
journaiists on a selective basis,
usually to cover specific events
and rarely with permission to
cover politically sensitive issues.

Mr Sinuraya was quoted by the
‘Jakarta Post’ as saying that the
recommendation to ban the jour-
naiists came from a special “‘read-
ing and listening” team of the
Information Ministry which “mon-
itors all foreign printed and broad-
cast reports about Indonesia”.

He said reports considered
biased and misleading were dis-
cussed in the ministry’s clearing
house before the decision to black-
list a journalist was made. Mr Sin-
uraya named as abusers of the
tourist visa system two American
journalists who were in Diii at the
time of the massacre.

AFP reports: General Try today
named two generals to repiace the
top military officers who were re-
sponsible for East Timor and were
recalled in the wake of the massa-
cre.

General Try told journalists that
Major-General Mantiri would re-
place Major-General Sintong Pan-
jaitan as chief of the Bali-based
Udayana miiitary command
which oversees East Timor.

He also said that Brigadier-
General Theo Syafei would
replace Brigadier-Generai Rudolf
Samuel Warouw as the military
operational chief in East Timor.

General Try said the two new
commanders met the criteria of
the region, but did not give any
details. General Mantiri and
General Theo are Christians. The
former Portuguese colony of East
Timor is predominantly Roman
Catholic.
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vie for attention

‘By MARK METHERELL,
diplomatic correspondent,
Canberra

-Protest groups are vying to gain
attention during President Bush’s
visit to Australia.

Croatians seeking recognition of
their homeland began a vigil out-
‘side the United States embassy in
Canberra yesterday and East
Timorese say they will converge
on the embassy this afternoon to
proclaim the struggle for self-de-
termination.

<A Tamil group is also expected

at the embassy to appeal for Mr
Bush to intervene in the Sri Lan-
kan conflict.
- When President Bush arrives at
Parliament in Canberra tomor-
row, he will be greeted by thou-
sands of Australian farmers dem-
onstrating against American
agricultural export subsidies.

Otheir groups along the way
seeking to make their presence
felt include Women Against Abor-
tion and the Mobilisation Opposing
Bush group protesting at the cost
of the visit.

The protest will continue even
inside Parliament. The Australian
ngocrats are boycotting Mr
Bush’s address to the special sit-
tmg in protest at the cost of bring-
mg MPs to Canberra.

The Foreign Minister, Senator
Evans, yesterday rejected the
Démocrats’ gesture. “The Demo-
crats waste more parliamentary
time than anyone else put together

. bearmg in mind what they

have cost the taxpayer through
their crazy manoeuvrings in Par-
liament over the past few years, it
really is a bit of a cheek.”

Senator Evans said that, given
the central importance of the US
alliance to Australia, “it’s very
churlish, very superficial and very
narrowly focused of the Demo-
crats to react to this very impor-
tant visit as they have”.

A parliamentary group on
Timor hopes to present Mr Bush
with a petition signed by about 50
MPs calling on Mr Bush to inter-
vene on behalf of the East Timor-
ese.

Mr Laurie Ferguson, a NSW
Labor Left MP, said that if he got
the opportunity he would hand the
petition to Mr Bush.

Mr Ferguson said he believed
the Australian Government had
been “over-positive” in reacting
favorably to the Indonesian Gov-
ernment’s response to the prelimi-
nary report on the 12 November
massacre of East Timorese in Dili.
The dismissal of two senior mili-
tary officers was a minimal reac-
tion to the massacre.

The East Timor Foundation has
also sent an open letter to Mr Bush
and Mr Keating calling on them to
consider the withdrawal of recog-
nition of Indonesia’s control of
East Timor, the replacement of
the Indonesian military by a Unit-
ed Nations peacekeeping force,
and asking the Indonesian Govern-
ment to allow a UN-supervised act
of self-determination.
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Investigators
plan new
Timor visit

Jakarta, Thursday

The team set up by Indonesian President
Suharto to investigate the Dili massacre
plans to return to East Timor next week
to complete its inquiry, according to
news reports today in Jakarta.

“The plan is that we will return to
Dili,” the ‘Berita Buana’ daily quoted a
team member, Mr Clementino dos Reis
Amaral, as saying.

In its preliminary report, made public
last week, the National Commission of
Investigation, which has already spent 17
days on a fact-finding mission in East
Timor, said soldiers acting without com-
mand kilied around 50 people when they
shot into a crowd in Dili on 12
November. About 90 others were still
missing, the report said.

Military authorities had said 19 people
died, while witnesses and other sources
have put the death toll at more than 100.

Mr Reis Amaral said the team still
needed between one and two months to
complete its final report.

Indonesia’s chief army commander,
General Eddy Sudrajat, set up a military
council today to probe the armed forces’
conduct during the massacre. The offi-
cial Antara newsagency said the com-
mander of the army’s staff command
school, Major General Feisal Tanjung,
will head the “honorary council” that
will decide whether any action should be
taken against members of the armed
forces found implicated in the shooting.

President Suharto ordered General
Sudrajat to form the council.
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Our children may
pay for hostility

from D. Martin

In 1992, and for years to come,
how we conduct our relations with
Indonesia will be Australia’s most
important foreign policy concern.
With a population of some 160 mil-
lion and rich in resources, Indone-
sia, our near neighbor, is
potentially the most powerful.

Australians cannot ignore Indo-
nesia’s human rights record, espe-
cially in East Timor, with which
our ties are close. We cannot be
indifferent to the bloodshed in Dili
last November.

But to denounce Senator Evans
as a pragmatic “appeaser” and to
demand strong action in belliger-
ent language helps nobody. Aus-
tralia, as with other countries and
the UN, can do nothing practical
to bring independence to East Ti-
mor. To urge Canberra to take the
lead in making the impossible
possible is not in the national or
international interest.

Australian governments should
consistently promote solutions
which will give the East Timorese
a fair chance to live in dignity, re-
specting their traditions, without
crudely antagonising Indonesia.

The alternative is lasting hostil-
ity between our two nations, for
which our children and grandchil-
dren may have to pay heavily.

David Martin,
Beechworth.



East Timor’s

search fo

mined number of unarmed

civilians in Dili, on 12 No-
vember 1991, was only the latest
in a series of massacres perpe-
trated by Indonesian armed
forces against the East Timorese
since 1975.

The 12 November massacre
was not an ‘‘aberration” as sug-
gested by the Foreign Minister,
Senator Evans. Rather, it fol-
lowed a pattern in the behavior of
Indonesian troops in East Timor.
The only difference was that for-
eign eyewitnesses, and especially
video cameras, were not on loca-
tion before.

I have no doubt that on 15 No-
vember, 80 more people were
killed; on 17 November, another
10 were executed and on 18 No-
vember, seven more, including a
one-year-old baby, a five-year-old
child and five women were
gunned down. But cameras were
not there and hence those massa-
cres became non-events, as when
a sister and two brothers of mine
were Kkilled in the late 1970s.

However, as I told the former
Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, and
Senator Evans in our discussions
early in December, I am not pre-
pared to engage in the grotesque
exercise of body count.

The facts are that innocent
people including women and chil-
dren were Killed. Should it matter
that “only” 50 were killed and not
more than 100, as most observers
believe?

Should Indonesia now escape
international sanctions only be-
cause President Suharto decided
to “demote” two officers who in
all likelihood will remain in ac-
tive duty elsewhere in Indonesia
and even be promoted in a few
months from now? How many of-
ficers in Indonesia rose in the
ranks through their *“heroic”
feats in East Timor? One is Suhar-
to’s son-in-law Colonel Prabow,
whose meteoric rise is due in part
to the old man and in part to his
ruthless behavior in East Timor.

Are we to be happy that Presi-
dent Suharto, the man ultimately
responsible for the destruction of
East Timor, “demoted” two offi-
cers who were in East Timor un-
der his orders?

Should a regime notorious for
corruption, nepotism, disdain for
the rule of law, and which uses
force as an instrument of policy
to silence domestic dissent and
carry out wanton murders in
places like West Papua and Suma-
tra, continue to be rewarded with
international largesse?

THE massacre of an undeter-

In 1975 the East Timorese were
underestimated and dismissed by
everyone — Portugal, Australia,
the US and Indonesia. It was
thought and hoped in 1975 that
the East Timorese were not capa-
ble of distinguishing between in-
dependence and colonial servi-
tude, would not resist Indonesia’s
military might and the whole is-
sue would be sealed within
months so that the Western liber-
al conscience would not be both-
ered.

After 16 years of brutal Indone-
sian occupation, it should be clear
to all now that the East Timorese
are not going to be frightened into
submission and will continue to
dare to oppose Indonesia’s rule.

Indonesia must be compelled
by the international community
to desist from the occupation of
East Timor.

Indonesia must be told firmly
that it must disengage from East
Timor through a step-by-step pro-
cess beginning with a direct dia-
logue with credible representa-
tives of the East Timorese
resistance movement, either un-
der the auspices of the United Na-
tions or an acceptable mediator.

The recent killings in East Timor
have prompted many calls for
peace talks to resolve problems
there. JOSE RAMOS HORTA
writes that Indonesia must be
firmly told to disengage from
East Timor.

Maybe Jimmy Carter acting on
behalf of the UN or the US?

Xanana Gusmao, the legendary
East Timor resistance leader, has
renewed his peace proposal
based on talks without pre-condi-
tions. This is undoubtedly the best
possible process which would al-
low Indonesia to save face.

Indonesia, and its neighbors,
should not fear an independent
East Timor, which would be the
inevitable outcome of the peace
talks. I can state authoritatively
that two initiatives would be
taken on day one of an indepen-
dent East Timor: application for
membership in Asean and for
membership in the South Pacific
Forum.

Further, the talks could cover
security arrangements by which
the leaders of East Timor would
pledge by treaty that they would
honor the republic’s borders and
would never harbor hostile forces
bent on destabilising the republic.

AKE. 2191

I peace

Indonesian migrants living in
East Timor would be allowed to
stay on and properties lawfully
acquired by Indonesian nationals
and others would be respected.
The Timor Gap Treaty would
be reviewed but pending a final
settlement of the boundary dis-

Xanana Gusmao, the
legendary East Timor
resistance leader, has
renewed his peace
proposal based on talks
without pre-conditions.
This is undoubtedly the
best possible process
which would allow
Indonesia to save face.

pute, current treaty exploration
agreements could continue. In
fact the substance of the treaty,
except for the fact that it was
signed with the wrong party,
would be largely accepted by an
independent East Timorese gov-
ernment.

East Timorese, in spite of too
many disappointments with Aus-
tralia, would still invite its in-
volvement in the territory’s fu-
ture. After all, more than 10,000
East Timorese now live in Austra-
lia. Most will want to retain their
Australian citizenship but would
want to work and visit from time
to time.

The Northern Territory’s rela-
tionship with East Timor would
experience a boom. Presently,
the Northern Territory accounts
for only one per cent of all Aus-
tralian trade with Indonesia
while an independent East Timor
and Darwin could forge very
close economic and cultural

inks.

i An’ independent East Timor is
in everybody’s long-term inter-
ests. Past and present policies
proved to be a failure and should
now be discarded.

Jose Ramos Horta is a special
representative of the National
Council of Maubere Resistence
(CMEM), an umbrella body com-
prising Fretilin, Falintil, the guer-
illa army, and Renetil, East Ti-
mor’s largest student and youth
organisation.
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a stopsBHP
deal

Jakart

Indo_nesia has cancelled an
$_8 million contract with Austra-
lia’s biggest company, BHP,
beqause of union protests
against the Dili massacre, the
company said yesterday.

BHP’s international marketing

‘manager, Mr David Burgess, said the

30,000-tonne shipment of steel slabs
from the Port Kembla steelworks on
the New South Wales south coast was
to have been made in March to Krak-
atau Steel in Western Java.

Mr Burgess said the contract would
now go to an alternative supplier
unlgnown to BHP, aithough BHP
believed the supplier was either
South American or European. )
He said the reason given for Kraka-

tau switching was that it needed to
ensure security of supply.

_The NSW South Coast Labor Coun-
cil placed bans on the shipment last
month after soldiers killed at least 50
demonstrators in East Timor in No-
vember.

Mqanwhile, the strained diplomatic
relationship between Australia and
Indonesia continued yesterday when
th(_e Indonesian Foreign Minister, Mr
Ali Alatjas, warned that the ties could
be at risk after a crowd protesting
over the Dili shootings harassed Indo-
nesian diplomats in Canberra,

“We want those actions stopped. If
Fhey are not stopped they will clearly
jeggardlse our relations,” Mr Alatas
said.

bricks at two embassy cars leaving
the Canberra compound on Thursday
and diplomats had been harassed.
Police had failed to do more than
shout at the mob to stop, he said.

“What makes us deeply concerned
... (is that) those demonstrators have
acted with apparent ease and com-
plete freedom to do so,” Mr Alatas
said.

A spokesman for the Trade Minis-
ter, Mr Kerin, said the Federal Gov-
ernment regretted Krakatau Steel’s
actions in cancelling the BHP order.
He stressed that the Government did
not support sanctions against Indone-
sia.

The council’s go-slow campaign has
been criticised by the ACTU presi-

claimed that the unions were out of
order in “going alone” in their protest
against the Indonesian Government.

Mr Burgess said the labor council’s
bans on the December shipment fol-
lowed hard on the heels of a serious
industrial dispute over contract labor
at BHP’s sheet and coil products plant
at Port Kembla in November.

“The Indonesians are evidently not
satisfied that Port Kembla had over-
come its industrial problems,” -he
said.

Mr Burgess said the union bans had
endangered BHP’s regular dealings
with the Indonesian company, which
were worth about $25 million a year.

Mr Burgess said BHP had worked

He said demonstrators threw dent, Mr Martin Ferguson,

their differences. “Our position is no
bans at all.”

A spokesman for the labor council,
Mr Paul Matters, yesterday wel-
comed the loss of the contract. He
said he was pleased the unions’ bans
had had some effect. The council
would ask the ACTU to impose a total
trade boycott on Indonesia.

Mr Matters said his trade union
council firmly believed that BHP and
other Australian companie§ should
not be trading with Indonesia.

“The argument being put forward

that Indonesia will just get its steel !

elsewhere is futile,” he said.
The Federal Opposition has

warned that the contract cancellation,

could have disastrous flow-on effects

who hard with the labor council to resolve

on Australian trade with the rest of
South-East Asia.

“We’ve always been opposed to
trade sanctions against Indonesia but
the South Coast Labor Council unilat-

erally imposed them,” the Opposition !

trade spokesman, Mr Downer, said.
“All it’s done is lose potential jobs
for their own members in the
Illawarra. It’s utter madness and a
real tragedy. It hasn’t changed any-
thing in Indonesia, plus it only needs
one outbreak like this to seriously
damage our reputation overseas;
$8 million is quite a large contract.”
Future orders expected after
March may also have been lost.

PAGE 6: US rights group attacks
Jakarta’s massacre report.
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US rights ‘group attacks

Jakarta’s

By JONATHAN THATCHER,
Jakarta, Friday

The United States human-rights
group Asia Watch said today that
Indonesia’s official report on an
army massacre in East Timor was
unacceptable and demanded an
international investigation.

Late last month, a Government-
appointed commission found that
about 50 people had been killed
and another 90 were still missing

,after troops opened fire into a

,crowd of mourners in East
Timor’s capital, Dili, on
12 November.

Some local reports put the death
toll as high as 180. They dispute
the Government’s claim that dem-
onstrators among the mourners
provoked the shooting.

i “There is not much time left.
! Bodies will decay, making identifi-
" cation all the more difficult; mem-
ory of specific details will fade;
the ‘official’ version will be
increasingly accepted as fact,”
| Asia Watch said.
“The international community

gg}aﬁ%acre report

must continue to press the Indone-
sian Government for a full and
accurate accounting of what hap-
pened.”

Diplomats said Japan, Indone-
sia’s main aid and trade partner,
and the US had largely accepted
the Indonesian version of events.
They said that the question of pun-
ishment of the soldiers involved
still remained unsettled.

However, the report appeared
to have successfully prevented the
shooting from being linked to vital
supplies of new foreign aid.

President Suharto, who has
expressed his condolences to the
bereaved, sacked the two most
senior generals involved in East
Timor after the report, which
criticised soldiers for overreact-
ing.
® The Indonesian Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr Ali Alatas, said tonight it
was up to the UN Secretary-
General, Dr Boutros Ghali, to re-
vive negotiations between Indone-
sia and Portugal over East Timor.
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Fretilin discredited
by own brutality

from E. G. Whitlam

You published a letter from Ken
Fry about “a report of (Gough
Whitlam’s) speech in Melbourne
on 9 December”.

In reporting my speech in your
issue of 10 December you did not
include the passages on East Ti-
mor and the reference to Mr Fry.
These passages were in the text
given to your paper. You should, I
suggest, now give them to your
readers:

“Austraiians need to be remind-
ed how Fretilin forfeited its posi-
tion in East Timor 16 years ago.
Fretilin was one of the parties
which emerged in May 1974. In
January 1975 Fretilin and UDT
formed a coalition which fell
apart at the end of May; in August
hostilities broke out between
them. During the night of 27
August the Portuguese Governor
and officers left Dili for the island
of Atauro. They left 15,000 rifles as
weli as Nato bazookas and mortars
to Fretilin. In the following weeks
Fretilin swept all before it.

“Parliamentary views were dis-
torted when the Asis agent in East
Timor flew my Liberal opponent
at the 1974 elections, a Labor MHR
and two senators, one Labor and
one Liberal, to three Fretilin
strongholds. These fellow travel-
lers did not observe that Fretilin
was perpetrating the first massa-
cres in East Timor since World
War II and that 40,000 refugees
had fled from Fretilin into West
Timor. The Red Cross appealed to
me for funds for the refugees.

“Fretilin’s proclamation of in-
dependence on 28 November 1975
prompted the Indonesian takeover
of the territory on 7 December
1975. On 29 November 1975 the
other Timorese parties had pro-
claimed integration with Indone-
sia. Fretilin’s UDI was repudiated
by Andrew Peacock, who had
been installed as Foreign Minister
after the 11 November coup
against my Government. Sixteen
years later, Fretilin wants to re-
cover the position which it held in
East Timor before it was discredit-
ed by its own brutality and
impatience.”

Gough Whitiam,
Sydney.

Mili
Jakarta, Sunday &¢ [o| 'C‘a
An Indonesian military council
has arrived in East Timor to inves-
tigate the armed forces’ conduct
in the 12 November shooting of
demonstrators in Dili, the official
Antara newsagency said today.

The six-member council arrived
in the East Timorese capital yes-
terday and visited the Santa Cruz
cemetery, scene of the shooting.
The ‘Merdeka’ daily newspaper to-
day quoted the Coordinating Min-
ister of Political and Security
Affairs, Admiral Sudomo, as say-
ing the council would “gather
facts, listen and ask for an account
of security operations linked to the
Dili incident”.

He said any member of the secu-

rity forces found to have violated

military standards could face dis-
ciplinary or legal action.

An inquiry set up by President
Suharto one week after the shoot-
ing reported last week that 50
people had died and 90 were miss-
ing after the incident, during
which a group of soldiers acted
“over the level of acceptable
norm”.

MARGO KINGSTON reports
from Canberra: East Timorese
have promised to resist attempts
by the Australian Federal Police
to move their “East Timor embas-
sy” down the road from the
entrance to the Indonesian embas-
sy.

A police spokesman said offi-
cers had told protesters to move.
The action came after Indonesia
lodged a formal protest about the

team to probe Dili shootings

picket on Friday.

The Foreign Affairs Minister,
Senator Evans, on Friday sent a
letter to the Indonesian ambassa-
dor ‘“regretting” an incident on
Thursday when bricks were
thrown at embassy cars.

A spokesman for the Australian
Coalition for East Timor, Mr
Michael Wagner, said the picket,
operated by the Trades and Labor
Council with the ACTU’s approval
since the Dili massacre, had been
peaceful.

“Thursday’s regrettable inci-
dent was the result of protests by
East Timorese from Sydney.” He
said the picket would continue.

Mr Wagner said he would tell
the federal police that the picket
would continue. AFP
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onesian consortium

‘backs $172m satellite

FORTY-three Indonesian
companies have underwritten
the $US131 million ($172 mil-
lion) insurance on the coun-
try’s seventh telecommunica-
tion satellite to be launched
in May, the Kompas daily

reported.
The consortium of private
companies, headed by PT

Asuransi Jasa Indonesia (Ja-
sindo), will also reinsure 70
per cent of the liability to In-
tech Corp of the United
States, Kompas quoted Ja-
sindo executive director, Mr
Mustafa Ashari, last Wednes-
day as saying.

The premium was reported
to stand at 18.05 per cent, but
this had not yet been confir-
med by Jasindo.

The Palapa B-4 satellite,
produced by Hughes Aircraft
Co of the US, will be put in
orbit on May 14 by a Delta II
McDonnell-Douglas rocket.

Indonesian officials have
said Palapa B-4 should be
operational in orbit by July.

Originally planned for 1995,
the launch had to be ad-
vanced to enable Indonesia to
cope with rapidly growing do-
mestic and regional telecom-
munications demands.

Local newspaper the Berita
| Buana, quoted Mr Sahala Si-
i 1zlahi, chief of the Indone-
| sia’s satellite operation, as
| saying he had wanted the

| THE AUSTRAUAN |

Palapa B-4 to be launched in
April.

After discussions between
government officials and Mc-
Donnell Douglas, however, it
was set for May from Cape
Canaveral, in Florida.

Since 1976, the Indonesian
archipelago of more than
13,000 islands has depended
largely on US-launched satel-
lites for its telecommunica-
tions.

It also leases part of its 48
satellite transponders to
State and private firms in
neighbouring countries, in-
cluding Malaysia, Singapore,

Growing

demands

Thailand, The Philippines,
Brunei, Vietnam and Papua
New Guinea.

Indonesia chose the US
Delta rocket over the French
Ariane system and the Chi-
nese Long March rocket for
the launch.

Australia’s Aussat, however,
will use the cheaper Chinese
launch for its first two B-se-
ries satellites built by the
Hughes Aircraft Co.

The satellites are being tes-
ted. A third will be completed
late next year.

The first of the B-series will
be launched by a Long March

Dili massacre
under review

rocket from south-west China
in March.

Aussat was recently sold for
$800 million to Optus Commu-
nications, a consortium gran-
ted the licence to become the
second telecommunications
carrier in Australia.

The Federal Government
has absorbed Aussat’s $740
million debt — the cash-strap-
ped satellite company has
derived most of its modest
revenue from sales of trans- |
ponder services. |

However, the market con-'
tinues to be sluggish because |
the local commercial tele-
vision industry is depressed.

Aussat is not expected to
improve its bottom line until
pay television is introduced
in October. It’s B-series satel-
lites have been designed to
carry the pay television sig-
nal.

Aussat already has three A-
series satellites in orbit, The
first two will run out of fuel
late this year and mid-next
year respectively while the A3
is expected to retire from ser-
vice in 1997.

The B-series has been
promoted strongly in the mo-
bile communications market,
since it will be the conduit for
a new satellite-based service
known as Mobilesat.

— HELEN MEREDITH
and wire services

JAKARTA: An Indonesian
military council arrived in
East Timor yesterday for a
six-day visit to investigate the
army’s conduct in the Dili
massacre that claimed up to
115 lives.

The Co-ordinating Minister
of Political and Security Af-
fairs, Mr Sudomo, said any

l soldier found to have violated

milipary standards could face
disciplinary or legal action.
| o) el 4z,





