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“If something similar to the 12
November event were to happen
under my leadership, the number
ot victims would probably be

higher.”
— Brigadier General Theo Syatfei,
East Timor military commander,
13 March.

IVE months after the Dili
massacre, it is business as
usual for the military
regime that rules East

Timor. Human rights monitors
and foreign visitors give consistent
accounts of a campaign of harass-
ment and intimidation designed to
bow the Timorese, a campaign
that appears at least as bad as that
prevailing before the 12 Novem-
ber killings.

Heavily armed troops and a
fearsome network of informers
maintain tight control in the towns
and villages. Soldiers beat up
youths in the streets and raid
houses at night, carrying off sus-
pected dissidents, some of whom
disappear. The use of torture on
detainees remains common.

General Syafei, the tough new
commander, publicly derides his
predecessor for being weak and
ineffectual, for encouraging a
“hearts and minds” campaign
instead of rigorously supressing all
signs of dissent. “We have not
been decisive enough,” he said in
a recent interview. “I'm only
restoring ABRI (armed forces)
standards.”

The executive director of the

OPINION & ANALYSIS
What price Australia’s pr1n01ples on East Timor?

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
MARK BAKER
]

human rights group Asia Watch,
Ms Sidney Jones, who spent four
days in East Timor in February,
told the US Senate foreign rela-
tions committee: “I was sceptical
of accounts of post-massacre Kill-
ings before going to East Timor. I
am much more inclined to believe
them now. In a place where the
only checks on the military are a
relatively powerless governor and
a beleaguered Catholic Church,
where fear prevented many wit-
nesses from giving testimony to
the national commission of inqui-
ry and still prevents ordinary con-
versations on the street, I began to
understand why we weren’t get-
ting proof.”

ESPITE such testimony, a
D dangerous fiction now un-
derpins the policy ap-
proach towards Indonesia by the
Foreign Affairs Department and
appears certain to guide the Prime
Minister, Mr Keating, during his
visit to Jakarta next week.
The Foreign Affairs line is that
the Indonesian Government has
taken bold steps to rectify the

excesses of its military, that ten-
sions have eased in East Timor
and that Australia should now lim-
it itself to discreetly encouraging a
process of ‘‘reconciliation”
between Jakarta and the East
Timorese people.

During a recent meeting with
various MPs and aid agency repre-
sentatives, the Foreign Minister,
Senator Evans, is said to have
praised Jakarta’s response to the
massacre as a watershed in mod-
ern Indonesian history and a big
shift in the dynamics of Indone-
sia’s internal politics.

While there is no doubt that
President Suharto responded
promptly and vigorously to the
massacre, calling an unprecedent-
ed inquiry and taking disciplinary
action against a number of key
officers, there is considerable
doubt about his motives and the
significance of the military shake-
out.

The comments of a range of
senior Indonesian officials in
recent weeks make it clear that
those officers who have lost their
jobs were disciplined not for their
part in the slaughter of unarmed
civilians, but for their failure to
identify and eradicate dissent in
Dili before it erupted into an inci-
dent which embarrassed Indone-
sia and revived international de-
bate about its seizure of the
former Portuguese territory.

At a private dinner attended by
several Australians recently, a
senior Indonesian official derided
the former commander in East
Timor, Brigadier General Rudolf

#
Mr Keating: guided by a
dangerous fiction.

Warouw, as “a fool” and “a soft
man” who had failed in his duty to
suppress the separatist movement
in East Timor (the same official
denounced criticism of the massa-
cre by “white” Australians, said
Australians were afraid of Indone-
sia and declared: “We don’t need
you”).

Senator Evans has applauded
the Indonesian inquiry into the
massacre as a positive and helpful
step that was “better than expect-
ed”, yet the International Commis-
sion of Jurists found the inquiry
had “failed to meet internation-
ally recognised standards of im-
partiality, credibility and techni-
cal competence”.

While Jakarta presses ahead
with the trials of 13 Timorese ar-
rested after the massacre on
charges including subversion,

which carries a maximum penalty
of death, no legal action has yet
been taken against any of the sol-
diers involved in the Killings.
Some Indonesia analysts believe
President Suharto, who faces mid-
year elections, has been more in-
terested in using the fallout from
the massacre to head off potential
rivals in the armed forces than in
seeking justice for the victims.

After being seen, initially, to
respond to international outrage
at the Dili massacre — in particu-
lar the possible threat to vital Jap-
anese aid — President Suharto
now appears again to be steering
an assertive and fiercely national-
istic course. In a signal that it
won’t brook further foreign criti-
cism on East Timor, Indonesia last
month severed its aid relationship
with the Netherlands, the former
colonial power which has been a
staunch critic of the Dili massacre
and of Indonesia’s general human
rights performance.

HILE similar signals have
W been sent in Australia’s

direction — including a
crude threat by the ambassador to
Canberra, Mr Sabam Siagian, that
our trade could be jeopardised if
we didn’t shut up — Jakarta’s at-
tempts to curry favor with Mr
Keating ahead of his visit indicate
that they are concerned about
Australia’s reaction.

Various Indonesian officials
have sought to ingratiate them-
selves with Mr Keating by praising
his recent speech advocating clos-
er ties with Asia, while drawing

%9

unflattering comparisons with the
performance of the former Prime
Minister, Mr Hawke. In particular,
the Indonesians have condemned
Mr Hawke for his criticism of the
massacre — which he described
as “an apalling tragedy” — and for
his insistence late last year that he
could not visit Jakarta without evi-
dence of “‘genuine contrition” by
the Indonesian Government and a
“dinkum” inquiry.

The Indonesians have wrongly
portrayed Mr Hawke’s stand as an
attempt by a desperate politician
to stave off the challenge to his
leadership. Mr Hawke was, in fact,
merely articulating the disgust of
a great many Australians at what
happened and continues to happen
in East Timor — a widespread
community sentiment which Mr
Keating would be foolish to ignore
in Jakarta.

Of course Mr Keating should
urge President Suharto, as Senator
Evans proposes, to commit Indo-
nesia to a process of ‘“longer-term
reconciliation” in East Timor. But
there is little reason to believe that
he will heed such advice and
ample evidence that the Indone-
sian authorities have already re-
solved to continue down the path
of force and coercion in an at-
tempt to bring the Timorese to
heel.

If the price of standing by our
principles and standing up against
the continuing abuses in East
Timor is the scaling back of a rela-
tionship already compromised by
hypocrisy and false expectations,
so be it.

The AGE 16 April 1992



Keating set

to offer

$30m aid for

East Timor

By MARK METHERELL,
diplomatic correspondent,
Canberra

The Prime Minister, Mr Keating,
is expected to offer an unprece-
dented amount of Australian aid
— up to $30 million — for projects
in East Timor during his visit to
Indonesia next week.

The offer will underwrite Aus-
tralia’s call for the Jakarta Gov-
ernment to adopt a posture of rec-
onciliation towards East Timor.
Indonesia occupied the territory
in 1975 and its troops massacred
50 to 100 protesters there last
November.

Government sources say that in
talks with the Indonesian Presi-
dent, Mr Suharto, Mr Keating will
pursue the question of reconcilia-
tion. This is a sensitive issue
because of Indonesia’s insistence
that its handling of East Timor is
an internal matter.

As a first step in a proposed aid
program for East Timor, Mr Keat-
ing is expected to sign an agree-
ment next week to finance a big
water supply project for the East
Timorese capital, Dili, and sur-
rounding districts.

The scheme is likely to receive
$11.5 million in Australian aid
over the next five years. It is
planned as one of several projects
in East Timor that would involve
$25 million to $30 million in Aus-
tralian aid over five years.

The offer of large-scale, direct
Australian Government aid to
Timor is unprecedented. Because
of previous official reluctance in
Indonesia and Australia over
direct Government aid, any mod-
est Australian assistance has tend-
ed to go through channels such as
Unicef.

Australian sources say they
hope the Indonesian Government

, a |
Mr Keating: proposal for a
leaders’ summit.

will see the aid offer as a genuine
attempt to help the East Timorese.

The Australian Government
may see it as a way of ensuring an
Australian presence in East Timor
to encourage improved relations
between the Indonesian Govern-
ment and the local people.

An official said it was possible
that Mr Keating would raise the
issue of the criminal action being |
taken against 13 Timorese ;
charged in the aftermath of the |
Dili massacre. 1

The water project is scheduled
to start next month. It is aimed at
improving supply and sanitation,
and to provide health education
for about 100,000 poor East Timor-
ese in Dili and surrounding rural
areas.

Among other topics for discus-
sion with Mr Suharto will be Mr
Keating’s proposal for a summit of
leaders in the Asian region, trade
improvements between the two
countries, regional security and
the Cambodian peacekeeping
operation.

The AE 16 April 1992




Suharto receives
secret Dili report

JAKARTA: President Suharto has
received a final. report on the Dili
massacre but the contents have not been
released.

The chairman of the national investiga-
tion team, Judge Jaelani, said the 45-

bags of documents, videos, photos and
sound recordings. )

Judge Jaelani said it was now up to Presi-
dent Suharto to decide whether the con-
tents would be made public. The State
Secretary Minister, Mr Murdiono, said
President Suharto believed the docu-
ment should be seen by only “a limited
circle”.

The investigating team, in its prelimminary
report to the President — made public on
December 26 — said 50 people died and
about 90 others remained missing after
Indonesian troops shot into a crowd at a
cemetery in Dili, East Timor, on Novem-
ber 12. Other sources have said the death
toll could have topped 100.

@ More than 2000 soldiers,will be deployed

Jakarta Post newspaper.reports.
AFP,AAP

page report was accompanied by five-

in Jakarta for June general elections, the’

Suharto
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Suharto response crucial
‘to Keating’s summit call

By foreign affairs writer TONY PARKINSON

THE Prime Minister, Mr
Keating, will receive the first
formal response to his call for
a summit of Asia-Pacific lead-
ers when he meets President
of Indonesia in
Jakarta next week.

President Suharto -was one
of three world leaders Mr
Keating contacted in.writing
beforg launching his proposal
for a regular meeting of the
heads of government of the
14-member Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Co-operation group.

As South-East Asia’s most
formidable political leader,
and an influential statesman
throughout the region, the
attitude President Suharto
adopts towards Mr Keating's
maiden foreign policy initia-
tive will be crucial in deter-
mining its chances of success.

If President Suharto offers
his support, it will provide a

| gauge of the likelihood of the
.five other members of the

Association of South-East
Asian Nations endorsing Mr
Keating’s proposal. .

Australia would also require
the firm backing of.the Un-
ited States and Japan for the
summit concept. . .

Mr Keating has written to
President Bush — with whom
he discussed the future of

APEC in January — and the -

Japanese Prime Minister, Mr
Miyazawa. .

Neither has formally re-
sponded, although Japan is
understood to be apprehen-
sive about the idea. The Japa-
nese Government believes
China, which was admitted to
APEC last year, would be re-
luctant to meet at heads-of-
government level with the.

leaders of Taiwan and Hong:

Kong. S
Tokyo is also understood to '
be COE:e_rned that an APEC

i

Mr Keating . . . push .
for closer links

summit could reduce the im-
portance of Japan’s role as
the only Asian nation
represented at the crucial
meetings of the Group -of
Seven industrial nations. -

If there is solid support from
President Suharto, who will
hold formal talks with Mr
Keating for two hours next
Wednesday, this could add

Meeting lin E
Jakarta

considerable momentum to
the Prime Minister’s proposal
to elevate APEC’s'role.

Mr Keating’s call for the
summit occurred against ‘the
background , of .a series of
speeches setting out what he
saw as the necessity for Aus-
tralia to become more actively
engaged as a member of the
Asia-Pacific community.

In the face of growing ten-
sions in world trade, Australia
is. also concerned to ensure

]

. regional forum, would serve
E that purpose. -

| dent Suharto would have on

Minister, Mr Namiliu.

that the US and Japan
remain in close dialogue.’
An APEC summit, as a peak

Senior governmentr sources
said yesterday they had no in-
dication of what views Presi-

Mr Keating’s initiative, but it
is believed Jakarta is eager to
make the Prime Minister’s
visit a success.

During his three days in In-
donesia, Mr Keating will give
priority to building closer eco-
nomic and cultural links with’
Australia’s largest regional
neighbour. '

Three agreements — on fish-
eries co-operation, -taxation
and extradition — are to be
signed during the visit.

Mr Keating will deliver an.
important economic speech,
in which Australian business
is likely to'be urged to assume
a larger role in trade and in-
vestment in Indonesia.

He will also hold a working

lunch with Indonesia’s main |-

economic ministers.
Ariother focus of the visit
will be the future of East

Timor in the aftermath of the |

Dili massacre on November 12
last year. .

Mr Keating {s not expected™
to allow this issue to over-
shadow the push for broader
and closer bilateral relations
but is likely to argue the case
for Indonesia to find ways of
achieving “reconciliation”
with the people of East Timor.

The Australian Government
will offer aid to help the
economic development of
East Timor.

The other leg of Mr Keat-
ing’s first overseas visit as
Prime Minister- will be to
Papua New Guinea, where he
will hold talks with the Prime

qo

M urged to act
JAKARTA: An Indonesian
human rights group has
urg_ed Australia to take strong
?.ctlon to force .Jakarta to
improve human rights,
Australia should' tie aid to
h_uma.n rights, halt military
aid, end recognition of Indo-
nesian rule in East Timor and
cancel the Timor Gap oil and
gas treaty, the group said
ahead of next week’s visit by
phe Prime Minister, Mr Keat-
ing.
The Indonesian Front for
the Defence of Human Rights
said ' massacres of civilians
were “a common occurrence
in Indonesia”.
. AAP
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Keating

1By MARK METHERELL,
* [diplomatic correspondent,
',Canberra

4A $30 million Australian plan for
aid to East Timor yesterday
prompted accusations that the
Government was collaborating
with Indonesia to entrench Jakar-
jta’s control over the occupied ter-
ritory.

During his visit to Indonesia
next week, the Prime Minister, Mr
Keating, is expected to sign an
‘agreement providing for an Aus-
tralian-financed $11.5 million
.‘.

q

e, 0 o AcE (P17 °
criticised over Ti

water supply project in the East
Timor capital, Dili. The scheme is

the first of several proposed pro- -

jects amounting to $25 million to
$30 million in Australian aid over
the next five years. '

In an open letter to Mr Keating
yesterday, the East Timor Inde-
pendence Committee said the aid
plan was part of a design to foster
the economic and administrative
integration by Indonesia of East
Timor, the territory it seized in
1975.

“We are saddened that you
would commit Australia to a bilat-

eral pacification program,”
spokeswoman for the committee,
Ms Ines Almeida, said in the letter.
To the committee’s knowledge,
no formal discussions took place
between the Australian Govern-
ment and East Timorese represen-
tatives about the proposal “to col-
laborate. with the Indonesian
Government in extending adminis-
trative and economic control over
illegally occupied East Timor ter-
ritory”, .
Ms Almeida said the committee
welcomed Australian help to East
Timor, but any aid should be inde-

mor aid

pendently administered by an!
accountable non-Government,
body. . : g

She also said that repression on
East Timor has worsened since
the 12 November massacre in Dili,

She sdid her people continued to
push fog international support for:
a United Nations peace confer:
ence on East Timor within six
months, an internationally-super-
vised act of self-determination’
within 12 months, the release of all

+

East Timorese political prisoners;

and for, access to East Timor by
human Tights organisations,

The Age 18/04/92
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Embassy protest
replﬁ%”sw

By JONATHAN PbRTER '

A GROUP of 50 East Timorese protesters
: 121

replaced
Indonesian

* yesterday and accused the

19 [T
Ccr y ;

}

crosses outside the
embassy in  Canberra
Prime

Minister, Mr Keating, of “collaborating”
. with the Indonesian Government over

the occupation of East Timor.,
“The East Timorese planted the crosses,
, ‘representing
Timorese the' demonstrators said were
Killed by Indonesian soldiers at the Dili
© massacre in November last year, after
« ‘the Federal Court ruled on Thursday
' that a Federal Government directive to

remove the crosses was invalid,
The protesters,
throng of me
Indonesian embassy,

the number of East

almost outnumbered by a
dia and police outside the
marched slowly

with the crosses from the East Timor
! . Liberation Centre trailer.,
- Bast Timorese community leader Ms Ines
Almeida read an open letter to the Prime
| Minister, which accuses the Government

of taking part

in a “pacification

program” of East Timor. !
The officer in charge of police operations |
at the embassy, Acting Superintendent |

Stewart Yorston,.

said the protesters |

' were -permitted to put up the crosses
¢ “because there is no longer any legal |

impediment”.

But a spokesman for the Department of
Foreign Affairs said yesterday that it |
was considering its position. i

‘“We are confident that we have the :
authority to remove the crosses under |
the new regulations,” he sald. !

_—
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Crosses re

EABOUT\SO East Timorese

to.mark massacre

massacre at the Santa

etirned

urne

iyesterday returned 124
lcrosses protesting
against the Dili massacre
to the lawn outside Can-
berra’s Indonesian
embassy.

And they called on the
Prime Minister, Mr Keat-
ing, to push East
iTimoresé independence
during his visit to Indone-
sia next week.
| The crosses’ return fol-
lowed Thursday’s .Fede-
ral Court ruling that the
Federal Government reg-
ulation which forced their
removal was invalid.

{ About 50 men, women
,and children chanted the

‘rosary in Portugese as

they re-laid the crosses
:and lit a remembrance
‘candle.

Most had come from
‘Sydney and Melbourne,
‘and some had relatives
killed in the November 12

Cruz cemetery in Dili
when soldiers opened fire;
on mourners. §

Witnesses put the!
death toll at more than|
100 but an offical Indone-|
sian inquiry said only 50
died. . !

The crosses were first'
erected outside the.
embassy on December 18,
but were taken down on|
January 26 under the!
Federal Government
regulation. . |

The order followed a}
vigil which was marred
when "a scuffle saw_an:
Indonesian car wind-!
screen’ smashed and a
protestor’s arm broken.

. East Timorese spokes-
woman Ines Almeida said’
yesterday the protestors
‘were peaceful and just
wanted to make their
point.

Herald-Sun 18/04/92



HERE is much to ap-
plaud, and a bit to worry
about, in Paul Keating’s
. sudden and passionate
embrace of Asia. '
. Let’s deal with the positives
first. It is a wholly good thing that
the Prime Minister has decreed
that “Asia is where our future sub-
stantially lles” — particularly
when, it is remembered that- his
trip td Indonesia next week will be
his first to any of the five member
states ‘of the Association of South
East Asian Nations since 1983,
when he became Treasurer.

It isialso good that he is telling
Austratlans that they are already
much more economically involved
with Asia than many of us realise.
In his lecture to the Asia-Australia
Institute in Sydney earlier this
month, he pointed out that more
than 60 per .cent of Australia’s
merchandise exports now go to
Asia and that the Asean countries
were our second-largest export
market last year, ahead of both
the United States and the Euro-
pean Community.. .

Better still, at least as a declara-
tion of, principle, was his ringing
deciaration that “we don’t go to
Asia cap in hand ... we go as we
are.. ;unambivalently . . . Austra-
lia’s democratic institutions and
traditions (of tolerance and open
debate).are non-negotiable’.

Amen to all that, and bravo! Yet
it seems a pity that he only arrived
at this point of his speech after yet
again setting up and then burning
that straw man, the antipodean
Colonel Blimp who wants to go into
the world with “the ghost of em-
pire about us”. :

We .know why he does it, of
course. He has persuaded himself

_ that there is political mileage to be
-made from trying to depict today’s
conservative leaders and their
-supporters as throwbacks to Rob-
ert Menzies, as people who “still
‘cannot separate our interests, our
. history, or our future from the in-
terests of Britain”. N
This is preposterous nonsense.
No thinking Australian has
- thought like that in years.
" Even those who refused to ac-

The Age 18/04/92
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dyssey

cept the lessons of World War 11
could hardly have failed to notice
the British retreat from East of

* Suez and then, a full two decades

ago, Britain’s entry into the Euro-
pean Community. '

rect in thinking that there are

still Australians who really pe-
lieve that ‘someone or some}hmg
will do it for us”, the legacy 1S not
that of Menzies but of Curtin, who
told us during World War I — and
it was an entirely sensible view at
the time — that in future we must

I NSOFAR as Mr Keating is cor-

" look to America.

Our new defence policy of self-
reliance today lacks credibility,
not because anyone imagines the
British (or, for that matter, the
Americans) will leap to our aid if
we get into a scrap, but because
the Government, heavily influ-
enced by Mr Keating as Treasur-
er, has resolutely refused to pro-
vide the sort of money that is
essential if the principles laid
down by Kim Beazley are to be put
into effective practice.

"The fact that Mr Keating has de-
liberately come up with a distort-

ed analysis of how Australia got to
be where it is does not, of course,
invalidate his prescription for
where we should be going. By and
large, his call for active and confi-
dent engagement in the political
and economic affairs of the Asia-
Pacific region makes sense, par-
ticularly at a time when the world
trading system is in a dangerous
state of flux. :

R KEATING is right to
M point to the opportunities

that have been opened up
by the dramatic changes of the re-
cent past — the end of the Cold
war and communist expansion-
ism, the immense economic dyna-
mism of the Asian dragons and ti-
gers and the interdependence that
this is creating, the progress to-
wards resolving the conflicts in
Cambodia and, perhaps, the Kore-

an peninsula.
~T‘;xer worry is that he tends to

talk of Asia as though it were one

q:(

huge, monolithic market instead
of an immensely complex patch-
work of nations and cultures at dif-
ferent stages of development, with
differing interests, with old rival-
ries, with peculiar sensitivities
arising from post-colonial resent-
ments, with internal divisions and
with an immense range of political
structures and value systems,

The encouraging recent devel-
opments need to be offset, at least
in part, by some alarming ones,
notably the accelerating and com-
petitive pursuit of larger and. more
sophisticated weapons systems. At
least two nations at either extrem-
ity of Asia, North Korea and Paki-
stan, are widely believed to be de-
veloping nuclear weapons
capacities.

Mr Keating may be right in ar-
‘guing that Australia’s commit-
ments to democratic institutions
and western values are positive
advantages to us in our dealings
with regional countries, but many
observers are sceptical. While it is
true that some of our important
neighbors are moving towards
greater political liberalisation, the
pace of change tends to be slow,
uneven and limited.

The problem for Mr Keating is
not that Australians see their coun-
try as “a vicar of Europe, or as a
US deputy” but that a great many
Asians do. We receive constant re-
minders from Jakarta and Kuala
Lumpur of just how difficult it is
for us to remain true to ourselves
without being offensive to them.

Asia is tricky territory for a tyro
Prime Minister to wander in, even
with the guidance of a Foreign
Minister as experienced as Gareth
Evans. Mr Keating would be wise
to take his journey into Asia slowly
for a while, avoiding the tempta-
tion to confuse activity with states-
manship, initiatives with achieve-
ments.
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with crosses to bear

East Timorese protesters march on the Indonesian Embassy yesterday to reinstate the 124 crosses, commemorating the, Dili massacre
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By MARK METHERELL
and PETER GREGORY

N

East Timorese mourners yester-

day reinstated crosses outside the
Indonesian Embassy to commem-
orate the Dili massacre in defi-
ance of an Australian Government
ban.

In a Good Friday ceremony
attended by about 100 praying
Timorese people and supporters,
the protesters repositioned the
same 124 wooden crosses which
were removed by police last Janu-
ary on the orders of the Foreign
Minister, Senator Evans.

Their action came a day after
an embarrassing setback for the
Government when the Federal
Court threw out the regulations
Senator Evans had specifically
framed to ban the crosses.

The development came as the

Prime Minister, Mr Keating, pre-

pared for an official visit to Indo-
nesia next week, during which he
is expected to discuss the sensitive
issue. of East Timor in talks with
President Suharto.

A.Government spokesman yes-
terday said that the Government
still- had the authority to remove
the crosses under regulations
amended subsequent to those
which were overturned by the
Federal Court on Thursday.

He said the Government was
“considering its position” and he

. could not say when or if it would
act to remove the crosses.

. A solicitor for the East Timor-
| ese litigants, Mr Bernard Collaery,
rejected the Government’s stand.
Mr Collaery said the subsequent
regulations were based on the
original regulations rejected by
the .court. .

“The minister’s political advis-
ers seem determined to continue
paying homage to the Indonesian

Government.rz_lt_her than the vic-

tims of the ongoing brutality in
East Timor,” Mr Collaery said.

On Thursday, Mr Kevin Bell, a,

barrister representing two East
Timorese applicants in the case,

accused the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment of playing “dirty pool” in
the crosses case.

Mr Bell made the claim after Mr
Justice Olney declared invalid the.
régulations that allowed Senator;
Evans to order the removal of the,
crosses,

. Mr Bell said the Government
thad relied on the validity of regu-
lations amended in January. He
said he discovered on Thursday
'morning, for the first time, that it
was now arguing that there were
other grounds to justify its actions.
' Mr Bell represented Mr Geraldo
Magno, whose cousin was killed in
the Dili massacre last November,
and Ms Ines Almeida, a spokes-
woman for East Timorese demon-
strators. '

Mr Richard Kendall, for the
Commonwealth, said it was taking
reasonable steps in relying on the
other justifications.

Mr Justice Olney said thé appli-
cants wanted the crosses to be put

back, and it was open to the Com-
monwealth to say it relied on other
powers in its defenqe of the action.

Mr Justice Olney said the
amended regulations under the
Diplomatic Privileges and Immu-
nities Act were not a valid exer-
.cise of the act’s power.

He said they allowed the minis-
lter to decide if objects threatened
‘the peace or impaired the dignity
iof a diplomatic mission, and if it.
|was appropriate to remove them.
‘However, he said, the Act did not
contemplate the minister or other
figures of authority being arbiters
of such threats or impairments, or
g{ appropriate steps to prevent

em, _ ;
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Indonesians
'will resume
‘talks only {f,%ﬁv,
'on own terms

' Jakarta, Friday _

Indonesia will refuse to resume talks
with Portugal over the former Portu-
guese colony of East Timor if the
United Nations insists on including
East Timorese exiles, the.Indonesian
Foreign Minister, Mr Ali Alatas, said -
yesterday. 4 .

The talks collapsed after Portu-
guese Members of Parliament called -
off a visit to East Timor last Novem-
ber. Jakarta had demanded that an
Australian journalist due to accom- |
pany them be excluded, saying she
,was biased in her reporting.

., “Indonesia will not accept talks in
whatever form if (it includes) small
4 groups of people staying in Portugal
,.or other places calling themselves
; East Timor representatives,” Mr Ala-
" tas said. . .

' He said last night, on his return
‘from a trip to Beijing that the UN
+ Secretary-General, Dr_Boutros Ghali
" had raised the possibility of resuming

talks with Portugal. . .

Lisbon has- called for self-deter-
‘mination for East Timor under UN.
'auspices. Indonesia claims sovereign-
ty over the territory, which it invaded
in 1975 after the Portuguese colonial
| rulers left. =~ o . .
. The UN does not.recognise Jakar- -
-fa’s 1976 annexation of East Timor.
! Mr Alatas did.not say if Dr Boutros,
i Ghali asked at their meeting ing for’
the inclusion in the talks of an East
Timorese representative in exile.

He added: “Indonesia believes the.
true representatives of the East
Timorese are those living in East
Timor who decided clearly their own
fate, 17 years ago, by an overwhelm-
ing majority.”

Portugal has demanded that East
Timorese exiles be included in the
UN-sponsored talks.-in New York.

East Timor’s most outspoken activ-
ists are now based mainly in Australia
and Portugal. The Indonesian army is
slowly crushing a separatist guerilla
movement called Fretilin in the terri-
tory itself. oL .

" Indonesia’s talks with Portugal
started in .the early 1980s but have
failed to produce a solution. The issue
again flared into prominence last
12 November when troops fired on
mourners in the East Timor capital of
Dili.- Jakarta-.says 50 people were"
killed in‘the shooting, which'raised an :
international outcry. Witnesses -say
up to 180 died.

— Reuter !

The Age 18/05/92

Suharto’s
AT IS 190 .

- poll party
" rules, OK!

By TERRY FRIEL in Jakarta

J
[IT has all the frenzy of grand’
| final football fever. Bright|
| flags in team colours flap
i madly in the.wind, posters
i decorate every available
* space, truckloads of youths
in team jumpers . race
through the streets. yelling!
, and singing and supporters
. are decked out in badges,
. ‘hgts and T-shirts, =
.This is Indonesia’s national’
elections, dubbed by the
Government  “a festival of
[I democracy”.
;Aft;er the 1987 campaign, the
l feedback from supporters
, Wwas that there was too much.
politicking, so this time, the.
parties have chosen to party.-
The ruling Golkar has enlis-
ted the services of .60 teams
| ‘of entertainers to perform’
- for its supporters around
th_e country while senior
mmiste;s, many aged in
their 60s, have been treading
. the boards, crooning .old'
i favourites and the latest
!' hits with the biggest names.
¢ inIndonesian rock. N
. One possible explanation for
the festivities could be that
clections of the House of
' Representatives are held
only once every five years. -
Another more likely reason is
the result is a foregone con-
. clusion — another sweeping
| victory for Golkar. " ;

e __44AP __-l

The Australian 19/05/92



————

$30f direct aid

for East Timor

_AUSTRALIA will provide

up to $30 million over five
years in aid to East Timor,

‘the first direct help to the
former Portuguese colony
since Indonesia took it
over in 1976.

* The Prime Minister, Mr
Keating, will announce
the first stage of the gud

' package —an $11.5 million

_water treatment plant for
Dili — during his three-day
| visit to Indonesia which
begins on Tuesday. .

' In his first overseas trip

1as Prime Minister, Mr

! Keating. will also spend
, two days in Papua New
i Guinea, where he will
attend- Anzac Day cere-

| monies and visit the Koko-:
i da Trail to mark the 50th; gpises were “a common

anniversary of World War
II battles. L
A government source
| said yesterday previous
| Australjan funds for East
{ Timor had been directed
through UNICEF or the
embassy in Jakarta, which
. had sent about $600,000 to
i the area.
" But relations between
! Australia and Indonesia
had improved sO projects

‘could be funded directly, |

the source said. .
" The issue of East Timor
- will be raised on Wednes-
' day when Mr Keating has
, twohours of talks with the
‘Indonesia’s President
" Suharto. .
. The November 12 Dili
massacre of up to 100 pro-
. testers will be mentioned
.but Mr Keating has
accepted the Indonesian
Government’s response to

the “great .tragedy” as !
«credible”, the source said.

But the main thrust of
the talks will be a bid to
examine the scope for
long-term relations with
Indonesia.

Meanwhile an Indone-
sian group has urged Aus-
tralia to take strong action
to force -Jakarta to im-
prove human rights. |

Australia should tie aid
to human rights, halt
military aid, end recognl-
tion of Indonesian rule in
East Timor and cancel the
Timor Gap oil and gas
treaty, the Indonesian ,
Front for the Defence of
Human Rights said.

The group, known as In-
fight, said human rights

“accurrence in Indonesia”.

| .

i

woilld, refuse to resume talks
r withr Portugal over the former
Parfuguese colony of East
Timor if the United Nations
iri§sted on-including East Ti- |
mgrese exiles in the talks, In- |:
R donesian Foreign Minister Mr
fltﬁlatj@g_— said yesterday.
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!B_y MARK METHERELL, | "
'diplomatic correspondent,

iCanberra A

‘A $30 million Australian plan for
aid to East Timor yesterday
prompted accusations that the
Government was:icollaborating
.with Indonesia to éntrench Jakar-
{ta’s control overthe occupied ter-
‘rito[y_.

i ‘During his visit -to Indonesia
‘next week, the Prime Minister, Mr
Keating, is expected to sign an
agréeement- providing for an Aus-
tralian-financed $11.5 million

Keating

}—\\}X

the first of several ‘Proposed pro-
jects amounting. to".$25'million to
$30' million in Australian aid over
the next five years.

In an open letter to Mr Keating
yesterday, the East Timor Inde-
pendence Committee said the aid
plan was part of a design to foster
the economic and administrative
integration by Indonesia of East

1’11‘;17115or, the territory it seized in

“We are saddened that you’

i .would commit Australia to a bilat-

) olges’woman,for the commiitee,
is.Ines-Almeida, said in the letter.

criticised Timor aid
wate{rg)sép l[ya’paraject in the East 1 ificat y 8 . l ‘
i e Eas eral pacification pr ” h inj
Timor camtal D o ane aeest p program,” a pendently administered by an

€ ]
accountable non-Government |
body. I

“To: the‘committee’s knowledge,> - She also s‘glid that repression on

no formal disqussions took place

,between the -Australian Govern-

me'nt‘and East Timorese represen-
tatives about the proposal “to col-
laborate with the Indonesian
Government in extending adminis-
Frative and economic control over
illegally occupied East Timor ter-
ritory”. M .

Ms Almeida said the committee
welcomed Australian help to East
Timor, but any aid should be inde-

East Timor has worsened since
the 12 November massacre in Dili. |

She said her people céntinued to |
push for international support for I
a United Nations peace confer-i
ence on East Timor within six
months, an internationally-super-;
vised act of self-determination
within 12 months, the release of all |
East Timorese political prisoners

and for access to East Timor by .

The AGE 18/4/92
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Keating tomorrow flies
out of Canberra to
Indonesia ont a mission seen
as a concrete: symbol of his
rhetoric about;- Australia’s
Asian destiny.: - i
And he wants to turn the,
words and the symbol into
hard cash. -
During the past two
months, Mr Keating has in-
spired emotional reactions
in Australia with his insist-
ence that it involve itself.
more with its.- near neigh-
bors than with its traditio-
nal ‘partners in Europe-and
Britain. . .
He has offended World
War II veterans, riled Brit-
ish-born Australians and
set off senior Opposition
‘members in the -process.
But in Indonesia his words]
have, as he might say,.gone
gangbusters. N
All the time Mr Keating
was talking to Australians,
he was hoping Jakarta was
listening and approving of
his repeated commitments
to the economic and cultu-
ral development of the Asia-
Pacific region. .
He was frying to send the
message that an indepen-
dent Australia was coming
to Asia, and no longer wait-
| ing for Asia to-come to us as
" if by right, particularly .in
matters of trade. |
And it worked- The visit
was approved and organ-
ised with a .speed which
+ surprised Australian offi-
cials, particularly after for-
mer Prime Minister Bob

P RIME Minister -Paul

Indonesia with his com-
ments on the November 12

o tall (6D

Hawke had annoyed|:

; Dili_ massacre.. ]
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"~ Last year, Mr Hawke up-)

i
|

i
?
!
|
|
|
l

?

set the Indonesians when hei
said he wouldn’t visit uﬁless’
satisfied with the outcome!
of an inquiry into the!
slaughter of up to 100 pro-
testers in the East Timor
capital of Dili, . . |
Mr Hawke was told he'
might-as well not come. .
Mr Keating has not been!
as demanding and, with|
Foreign Affairs Minister:
Senator Gareth Evans, has’
accepted the “credible’*_In—i
donesian Government
response to the deaths. !
: - i

. O tomorrow, Mr Keating‘i
S flies off for a three-day,

I & pitch, hoping to impress;,
: on a nation of 180 million on|

|
|
%

-13,000 islands with an econo-!

; mic growthrate of 4.5 per cent!

annually that the 17 million!
predominately Europeans to:
the south really do matter. |

The choice of Indonesia for;

i his first overseas trip as P_;ime{

Ministe. was made becausel
Mr Keating believes he must|
demonstrate symboglically
ithat the nation is “in the front

rank of our priorities”, accor-

- ding to'a Government source.

! The Papua-New Guinea
.visit is at the invitation of its}
‘Government to help com-
memorate the 50th
;anniversary of World War 2,
{battles, including the horrific
struggle on the infamous
iKokqda Trail. The real busi-
ness of the trip will be in
Indonesia, where-Mr Keating

. lwill spend two hours with1

;President Suharto on
{Wednesday in a quest forl
.improved ‘and sustainedi
yrelations. ;
i Mr Keating will highlight!
feconomic ties in a speech ini
ythe industrial city of Sura-|
ibaya on the day-the West |
tAustralian Governmenti;

. ;opens an office there.

v
| -

[ E WILL also visit the|
! 8 ancient Javanese capi-|
f tal of Jogjakarta , and|
inearby Borobudur where the,
emphasis will be on Indone-!
sia’s-cultural attractions and,
attainments. P :
. The’ Indonesians are ex-!
trémely proud of their herit-j
age. Acknowledging that im—,
pressive heritage is an easy:
i{and important part of buil-,
iding trust, just as standing in:

I

{awe of Buckingham PaTace]
used -to be in an era Mr,
Keating wants eradicated.

And- a crucial part of the!
trip will be the signing sz

ibilateral agreements on
‘double taxation, fishing.co-
Eoperation .and extradition.

i The talks will include. East}
‘Timor ahd the ‘massacre;
swhich revived the former
tPortugese colony as a issues
ibetween Canberra.and J akar-
ta dnd within the LaborJ
[(Party.’ T i
} The Prime Minister]
acknowledged the obvious —!
that “reconciliation in the}
iprovince has not been
successful” —'in an interview!
on the ABC two weeks ago. |

“The most important thing
to recognise about the East),
Timor disaster is that it was;

he said. [

: “And that is'the difference!
— it was not the policy of the;
Government 'of Indonesia,
that that should. have

.|happened. -

“I'm sure that the Govern-
ment of Indonesia now be-
lieves-that it would be better
for them and the Indonesian
people generally-to reconcilel‘
themselves ‘more-adequately.
with East Timor and avoid
ithese circumstances .arising
Hin the future.”. . B

b 1.

not exp'reSsed state policy,”! ' -

bl

* However, trade and invest-.
ment prospects are expected'
to dominate the mission.

' Indonesia’s economic ex-,
plosion:offers some of the best!
prospects of the- region for:
Australian businesses and in-
vestdrs, and already our ex-|
ports there have ijg:reasedi
from $900 million. in" 1989 to.
$1.4 billion last year, raking:
it our 10th largest trade;
customer., oy

Indonesia’s development.
lhas seen a sharp move away'
from primary production to;
manufacturing. o

The nation’s growth in tex-,
'tile output has meant a 300;
per cent increase in imports of

Australian cotton' over five

years, _ .. __ -~.. .1

! e ——
" USTRALIAN business
[ people have only limited’

awareness of this mas-
Isive growth to the immediate,
north but, according to Sena-
tor Evans, many Indonesians.
consider us “marginal to their,
lenormous national deve-
ilopment effort”. '
;“Too many Indonesians,:
basking in the light of their|
country’s undeniable econo-t
mic success, are -inclined to-
write Australia off as a minor
market,.as economically lazy,
flabby and complacent,” he:
told a conference last

{October.
oo

Mr Keating wants to pro-i
ject. lean, keen Australian
government and business sec- |
tors ready to take.part. mt
Indonesia’s Huge growth and !
to show.the rest of Asia and
the Pacific we are serious
about striking out on our'!
own. - : -
He has described his aims ;
las achieving “a-genuine $pirit
iof friendship between us, |
undeérstanding ahout each
other’s contemporary
circumstances and objectives
and developing better trade,:
economic and cultural ties”. ;
“And‘ I think this is a dls-,

‘tinet possibility,” he said. ~ |
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‘Bush tlgh,téens Cuba’s economic noose

By PETER STEPHENS,
‘Washington, Sunday %i

- President Bush, vowing to “bring
Cuba to a new era of peace and
, democracy”, yesterday tightened

trade restrictions and took other’

steps to undermine the Cuban
economy.

In a statement fiercely crltlcal
.of Cuba’'s human rights abuses

and opposition to democracy, Mr .

Bush encouraged all other gov-
ernments to back its isolation and

5 ‘Uthat of President Fidel Castro.

“Aid to the Castro regime will
prolong Castro’s hold on Cuba and
prolong the misery and suffering
of the Cuban people,” Mr Bush
said. “Today, we are closer than
ever to returning freedom to
Cuba.”

He said that w1thdrawal of Rus-
sian support and tradeé priviliges
had cost Cuba as much as $US5
billion a year. He was moving to
close loopholes in the trade em-

bargo that allowed Cuban goods.
to be sold in the US after being
shipped to another country. Shlps
calling at Cuban ports would not’
be allowed into US ports.

Mr Bush affirmed a ban on sup-
plying medical and food aid to the'
Castro regime while'allowing it to:

‘ordmary Cubans. American resi-

dents will be able to use a Miami-:
Havana air charter, which will re-!
duce freight costs and allow
expatriate Cubans to help their
families.
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Crosses sta y as PM
%ortaur

Austeauan 0

prepares

. CROSSES used as symbols
,of protest outside the Indone-
.sian embassy in Canberra are
‘likely to remain in place at
Jleast until tomorrow, when
‘the Prime Minister, Mr Keat-
ing, is” scheduled to fly to
Jakarta on the first leg of his
Indonesia-Papua New Guinea
'lvisit.

More than 100 crosses
representing victims of the
November 12 East Timor mas-
.sacre were replaced outside
the Indonesian embassy on
‘Friday.’

1 A lawyer acting for the East
Timorese community, ‘Mr
Bernard Collaery, said the
staff of the Minister for For-
e1gn Affairs, Senator Evans,
‘had contacted him soon after-

. "wards to indicate the minister

'did not want the protest ac-
tion to continue and that “he
would think very seriously on
his options”.

- A department spokesman
sa1d yesterday the situation
‘was under review but no im-
mediate action was contem-
.plated.

At this stage, the depart—
ment did not anticipate the
forced .removal of the crosses
pefore Mr Keating flew to Ja-
karta, the spokesman said.

Their restoration on a grass
verge outside the embassy
igrounds comes three months
after - the Federal Govern-
ment ordered their removal
‘following Jakarta’s criticism
of their presence.

The Australian

BEEE
Senator Evans . . .
. considering his options
The crosses are hammered
into the ground and’ bear the.

names and ages of those al-;
legedly Killed in the massacre

_in the East Timor capital of’

Dili on November 12 last year

An Indonesian inquiry-
found that 50 people died in-
the massacre and more than,
90 people were missing. Wit-.
nesses have put the death toll.
at more than 100.

The Australian Federal
Police removed the crosses in
January after- the Federal
Government introduced rew
regulations and directed
police to do so.

AAP

20/04/92
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PM’s road to J akarta

OMORROW Paul Keating

leaves on his first over-

seas trip as Prime Minis-

ter, to Indonesia and Pa-
pua New Guinea. The Indonesian
leg will test Keating as leader and
diplomat.

The Indonesian connection is,

for Australia, one of its most im-
portant bilateral relationships
and, because of East Timor, one of
the most difficult. Political and
cultural differences and Indone-
slan breaches of human rights
have made the relationship vola-
tile and sensitive.
. The Keating visit is expected to
bring relations between the two
countries back to an even keel
after the strains produced by the
Dili massacre. All the slgns are
that the Indonesians are very anx-
ious for the visit to go well.

But on his trip Keating must per-
form a delicate balancing act —
playing up the positives of the re-
lationship, without sacrificing the
deep concerns Australians feel
about Timor and human rights vio-
lations, concerns strongly fanned
by the massacre.

‘The Age’ spoke to two experts
about the relationship and the trip.
Jamie Mackie is emeritus profes-
sor at the Australian National Uni-
versity’s research school of Pacif-
ic studies; he is one of Australia’s
leading academic gbservers of In-
donesia. Richard Woolcott, Aus-
tralia’s ambassador to Indonesia
in 1975-78, recently retired as sec-
retary of the Foreign Affairs and
Trade Department; he soon takes
over as chairman of the Australia-
Indonesia Institute, set up by the
Hawke Government to facilitate
people-to-people contact.

SKED how he would write a
A brief for the PM for his In-
donesian visit, Jamie
Mackie advises:
“One: listen more than you talk.
“Two: don’t go overboard in
praising President Suharto. His re-
cord stands for itself — you don’t
need to embellish it. He will go
down as the man who transformed
the country from a basket case.
“Three: play up for all its worth
your visit to East Java (Keating
goes to Surabaya) and the flourish-
ing sister-state relationship be-
tween East Java and Western Aus-
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]

tralia — it’s an idea whose time
has come. '
“Four: on the East Timor issue
— try to say, ‘Look, let’s maximise
our agreements and minimise our
disagreements’, without. conced-
ing any major points of principle.”
Australia, Mackie says, is_al-
ways going to be in &'bind on East

very dismaying to find how much
of this sentiment there is among
those under 30. They tend to hear
most about Timor, the West Irian
border, and human rights abuses,
and think the Indonesians a bunch
of bastards. They get a simplistic
view. There is an element of truth
in all that. The record is bad in
Timor and on human rights. But
it’'s nowhere near as bad as the
caricature portrays. What Austra-
lians see on television confirms
the adverse stereotypes, rather
than making them aware how

: complicated it all is.”

Timaor, because “it is likely’ to re- -

main a running sore in the rela-
tionship for several generations:
But it’s no good plugging the self-
determination line — they won’t
listen. So it’s better to play that
down and concentrate on the im-
proving of human rights — on pro-
moting aid programs for Timor.
This gets some foreigners into
East Timor, which is likely to
make the army more careful in
how it treats the people. It’s the
most we can do — even though it
may not seem much.”

Mackie says what is important
in this visit is for Keating to estab-
lish a good personal relationship
with Suharto, as Gough Whitlam
did. It’s also possibly the one op-
portunity Keating will have to do
so, even if he is re-elected. “It is
likely to be difficuit to entice the
Indonesian leader to visit Austra-
lia, because of the likelihood of
embarrassing demonstrations.”
To maintain some “symmetry” the
Australian PM cannot return to In-
donesia too frequently.

At government-to-government
and business levels, there are
steadily strengthening links be-
tween the two countries. “But
something like the Dili massacre
triggers gut anti-Indonesian preju-
dices in Australians — it ultimate-
ly goes right back to old feelings
about ‘the Asian hordes’. Simply
tidying up the relationship at the
top won’t change that overnight,”
Mackie says.

He believes anti-Indonesian
feeling in Australia is “as bad in
some ways as in the 1960s. It's

.

_JCHARD WOOLCOTI.

TStresses_how central Indo-

nesia is to Australia’s stated
objective of becoming ‘“compre-
hensively engaged” in Asia. He
gives some recent examples.

When Australia was seeking to
get the Cairns group of “fair trad-
er” nations under way to promote
trade liberalisation, it was very
important that Indonesia became
a member, which it did. Indone-
sian cooperation was also vital for
the success of Australia’s blue-
print for the Cambodian peace
process. And when Australia was
promoting its initiative for the
Asia Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion forum, it was crucial to get
Asean support — and Indonesia
was fundamental to that.

Woolcott sees the fact that PM
Keating is going to Indonesia on
his first trip not only as a state-
ment of the priority the Govern-
ment puts on the relationship but
“also sending a message to those
who don’t comprehend the impor-
tance of the relationship - and to
the small but vociferous anti-Indo-
nesian group in this country.”

Paul Keating will want to do
what he can to cement the very
substantial trading and commer-
cial opportunities Indonesia pre-
sents since deregulating its econo-
my in recent years. ‘““The
Indonesian economy is going
through a boom. The Indonesian
middle class is now larger than the
population of Australia,” Woolcott
says. :

On political questions, it is a
matter of avoiding the “two cardi-
nal sins of international diplomacy
in dealing with Asian societies par-

ticularly: excessive self-righteous
moralising, and intrusion into do-
mestic affairs.

“Obviously Mr Keating will
need to address human righig, but
he would be better advised to do so
in private conversations rather
than in a public declamatory way.
The former course is likely to be
more effective.

“We have to keep East Timor in
perspective. It’s close to us and it
has become a domestic political
issue. In Indonesia, Timor is seen
as one of 27 provinces — all with
some problem or another.”

The different styles of the two
__countries and their peoples add to
the problems of mutuat—under-

standing. “We tend to be open, di-
rect, frank — at times blunt. Indo-
nesians often take this to be rude.
They are polite, courteous, re-
spectful to people in prominent po-
sitions. This is often taken by Aus-
tralians to be obsequiousness.

“We also tend to see Indonesia
through the pnsm of our own ex-
perience rooted in Western liberal
democracy, a benign transition
from colonial rule, and possession
of a relatively isolated, stable,
prosperous continent of our own.
Indonesia’s recent history is infi-
nitely more turbulent. So the Indo-
nesians place an.enormous premi-
um on national unity and stability
that we don’t quite understand. In-
donesia is changing and liberalis-
ing but it’s a slow process. It will
be well into the next century be-
fore we could expect to see the
sort of Indonesia many Austra-
lians would like to see.”

Like Mackie, Woolcott places
much importance on establishing
good leader-to-leader contact.
“The Indonesian style is based
very much on personal contact.
Gough Whitlam certainly estab-
lished a strong relationship with
President Suharto — through a se-
ries of private meetings in addi-
tion to a formal state visit— which
no Australian prime minister
since has been able to establish.
Mr Keating has an opportunity be-
fore him. He’s new. And the Indo-
nesians are interested in him. It is
not going to be easy, but the oppor-
tunity is there to do what his two
immediate predecessors did not
do ”



— T,
'By MICHELLE GRATTAN,
chief political correspondent
{Canberra

lAustralia and Indonesra are
expected to agree on “estab-
;llshmg a ministerial forum to
jpromote closer ties between
Ithe two nations, during this
week’s .visit to Indonesra ‘byi
l)the Prime Minister,” Mr Keat-
ing. b

|
| The forum; chaired by the re-
spective foreign ministers, would
meet regularly to discuss bilateral
and regional issues. The shape and’
name of it were still bei‘ng‘ final-{
ised jyesterday.
.Mr Keating leaves for Jakarta‘
this-- mornmg, set~~to encourage:
moi'e “business .and ‘Commercial]
linKs with Indonesia while prepar-|
Ling to walk a fine line on Eastl
Timor and human rights. {
. His.first overseas trip as ane]
Minister has him ot of Austzalia
_for less than a week and, takes‘m'
;only Indonesia and Papua New !
Guinea, where he w111 spendt
Anzac Day.
Senior Government sources do|
inot expect a definitive response|
from the Indonesian Government )
}thlS week to the initiative Mr Keat--
Img floated earlier this month for
}regular Asia-Pacific heads-of-gov-
ernment meetings. 4
‘ Sources said yesterday they. ex—l
pected the idea would take some;}
Itlme to promote. Mr Keating has|
already written to the Indonesrani
President, President Suharto,-g
tabout the proposal which, the Aus-
itralian Government. is anxious to1
istress, would not clash withi
ASEAN. - §
Timor will be the most dellcate]
ipolitical issue for Mr Keating in;
{Jakarta. He is caught betweem
dlplomacy, which that demands;
he does not make too much of 1tJ

The Age 21/04/92

and domestic politics, which” m-E
'sists that he is seen to €éxpress ade-|
quate concern about human
‘rights. He has already been under
‘fire from the Australian Council
for- Overseas Aid for making it
Iclear that he will not link human
rlghts and aid. !
{ The re-erection of the crosses]
outside the Indonésian embassy
.last week' in protest against the
!Dlll massacre is embarrassing for
the Australian Government.

This is the first visit to Indonesia
by-an Australian Prime Minister
lsmce Mr Hawke went there in
11983. The visit is being welcomed
enthusiastically in Jakarta. '

The Australian ambassador in
Jakarta, M Phillip Flood, said last
night: “The Indonesians are espe-;
c1ally pleased this is the first time;
jin their history that an Australian;
.Prime Minister has made his first|

k]
'A Saulwiék Age Poll has found |
that the majority of Australians |
neither see themselves as part of
'Asia nor believe that Asians see
[Austrahans as part of the reglon.
{The poll was taken just before a
speech by the Prime Mlmster, ’
Mr:Keating, early this month to {
the Asia-Australia. Institute in,
Sydney, during which'he said '- L
that Asia “is where our future
lies”.’ .
{PAGE 4: Report. o
; X el
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Ioverseas stop in Indonesra » Mr
'Hawke went to Indonesia on his’s
\first trip as PM but it was his-sec:: '
\ofid stop, after Papua New’ Gumea ;

i

-

Mr Keating’s  nationalist pushi
Lhas been widely reported in the‘
iIndonesian- papers and has gonel
'down -well: The Indonesians also,
lsee the visit.as an opportunity to
smooth the relationship after the'
I\problems caused by the Dili mas-
isacre, and have been drawing a
contrast betweert- Mr Keating and|
iMr Hawke, whose’ ‘tough talking'
'after the. massacre drspleasedr
lthem b i

The hlghllght of Mr’ Keatmg S|
\tnp will be a two-hour meeting;
with President Suharto tomorrow..
The talks are due to cover the bi-;
lateral relationship, ways to im-
prove commerc1a1 relations, East:
Timor and human rights, mclud-
ing the Australian aid program|
there, regional developments in-!
cluding the Asia Pacific Economlc
Cooperation forum, regional secu-’
rlty, and Cambodia, and Mr Keat- |
ing’s views about Australia and 1ts
place in the region. -

Mr Keating will also have talks
‘with the Foreign Minister, Mr Ala-,
tas, and the the Defence Mmlster,
Mr Murdani, during his visit. |

. Among the specmcs due to:
come out of the trip will be a $25:
million to $30 million five-year aid
yprogram for East Timor, mcludmg
a $11.5 million water supply pro-}
]ect signature of agreements on:
| extradition, fisheries and double]
taxation, and conclusion - of an'
agreement on collaboration in sc1—$
ence and technology. :

. President Suharto is personally
witnessing the signing of the extra-'
dition, fisheries and double, tax-
atlon agreements — an unusual‘

Continued: PAGE 4
|PAGE 11: Tanners view. ‘'
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“I'm here to discuss the human rights of T

' Jakarta, Monday /j é v~
Indonesian security au l:’c(ities
‘banned a meeting of a pro-democ-

racy forum yesterday, less than an

hour before it was due to start,
(press reports in Jakarta said.

. Several policemen arrived late
.yesterday at a gathering of the
‘Forum for Democracy to tell
.organisers and more than 100
.guests who had turned up early
‘that the meeting was illegal, the
1‘Jakarta Post’ reported. .

! “The event has been forbidden
'without an official document and
'by (police) staffs of the lowest lev-
«el. It proves the false notion that
there is democracy in Indonesia,”
[the Forum for Democracy chair-

;bﬁfs ‘ban on rally

man, Mr Abdulrachman Wahid,

was quoted as saying. }

Police said the gathering, at.
which 500 people were expected,
could violate public order, the
‘Post’ said.

The forum, set up in April last
year, groups some 45 leading
scholars from a wide spectrum of

society and aims at promoting’

democracy in Indonesia.

Indonesian authorities have
banned all mass gatherings.as of a
week before the parliamentary
election campaign, starting 10
May, until a week after polling, on
9 June. Permits are ordinarily
required for all mass gatherings.

— AFP
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f\By DENIS MULLER

I"Australians’ perspective on Asia is
" still very much that of outsiders
; looking in: the pull of history and
|.culture remains stronger than that
; of geography and economics.

j= A Saulwick Age Poll shows that

"the majority of Australians neither -

‘see themselves as part of Asia nor
| believe that Asians see Australians
1 as part of the region.

The poll was taken just before a

: speech by the Prime Minister, Mr
nKeatmg, early this month to the
| Asia-Australia Institute in Sydney,
during which he said that Asia “is
rwhere our future lies” and that
—Australla needed to throw off the
 remnants of the old British shack-

Tes.

' In domg so, he took the opportu-
! ' nity to reinforce some of the mes-

:sages he sent out controversially
| during the Queen’s visit about
;republicanism and Australia’s
-long-term future. “I am pleased,
.though not surprised, by the posi-
«tive reaction in South-East Asia to
‘the recent surge of independent

and republican thinking in Austra-

11a »

- He criticised what he said was
an attitude in Australia that “still
cannot separate our interests or

history or future from the inter-
-ests of Britain”.

., “This attitude has long been,
vand remains, debilitating to our
«national culture, our economic
future, our destiny as a nation in
Asia and the Pacific.

.. “We're talking about cultural
»changes, new ways of thinking and

;new ways of doing things.”
; < On the evidence of this poll, he
| may be somewhat ahead of public
:-opinion on some of these matters.
...~ The Saulwick Poll, taken nation-
|-ally, asked voters whether they
1,thought of Australia as basically

separate from Asia or part of Asia.

. Nearly seven out of 10 voters said

.they saw Australia as separate.
They were also asked how they

About the poll

Date: 1, 2 & 3 April 1992
Sample: 1000 voters
Coverage: National

Method: Telephone
Questions: 1. Do you think
Australians should welcome or
not welcome European invest-
ment in Australia? (Repeated
for Asian and American invest-
ment).

2. Do you think of Australia
basically as separate from Asia
or as part of Asia?

3. And would you imagine that
Asians see Australia as sepa-
rate from Asia or as part of
Asia?'’

Saulwick Age Poll is conducted
by Irving Saulwick and Asso-
ciates, who hold the copyright.

imagined Asians saw Australia.
Again, nearly seven out of 10 said -

they imagined Asians thought of
Australia as separate.

Labor voters were slightly more
inclined to see Australia as part of
Asia, but generally there was little
difference between Labor, coali-
tion and Democrat voters.

There was also little difference
between men and women on this
issue, although men were a little
more inclined to see Australia as
part of Asia.

The poll also asked about atti-
tudes to investment in Australia.
Here too historical biases endure.

Australians are more welcom-
ing of European or American
investment than of Asian invest-
ment: while 70 per cent said Aus-

tralia should welcome European’

and American investment, only 54
per cent said Australia should wel-
come Asian investment.

This pattern is consistent with
long-standing attitudes to foreign
sources of investment. In 1988, a

Lol

-Asian rolé i’[éjected poll

fi 1nds;

Total Men Women 18-24 25-39 40-54 55+
Separate 69 63 74 79 70 64 65
Part Of .29 34 24 18 29 34 32
Unsure 2 2 2 2 2 2 3

Separate 69 65 66 7 68 60
Part Of 23 21 25 20 21 25 26
Unsure 1 10 10 15 8 6 14

25-39 40-54 55+
Europe
Yes 70 76 65 61 73 73 72
No 24 20 © 27 35 23 20 21
Unsure 6 4 8 5 4 7 7
Asia :
Yes 54 62 47 49 59 57 51
No 40 35 45 - 49 37 36 43
| Unsure 6 4 7 3 5 7 7
America i
Yes 70- 75 66 69 7 68 72
No 23 21 27 26 .28 26 20
Unsure 6 4 8 4 5 6 8

Saulwick Poll showed that people
had a more positive view of British
and American investment than
Japanese investment in Australia.

Women tend to be less welcom-
ing of foreign investment no mat-
ter where it comes from: in 1988,
as now, fewer women than men
were prepared to say they wel-
comed investment, be it from

Europe, America or Asia.

There is little difference
between intending Labor or coali-
tion voters on this question. How-
ever, Democrat voters, while as ,
keen as any other group on Euro-
pean investment, are more antago-
nistic to American and Japanese
investment than other voter

groups.

- Jakarta halts -democracy rally ™

JAKARTA: Indonesian se-

‘curity authorities banned a
‘meeting of a pro-democracy
forum yesterday, less than an
.hour before it was due to

start. ,

Several policemen arrived
late yesterday at a gathering
of the Forum for Democracy,
held to mark the end of the
Muslim fasting morith, to tell
organisers the meetmg was

illegal.

The chairman of the forum,

Mr Abdulrachman Wahid,
said: “The event has been for-
bidden without an official
document and by (police)
staffs of the lowest level.”

Police said the gathering,
which attracted 500 people,
could violate public order.

The forum, set up in April
last year, groups about 45
leading scholars from a wide
spectrum of society.

/
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Probe of fivi ve
E Timor A Tl
officers en(]ﬁng

Jakarta, Tuesday

The Indonesian Army has com-
pleted an inquiry into the con-
duct of five officers during the
Dili massacre in November in
which scores of civilians died.
. “The investigation has been
compieted and (we) are now in
the documentation phase,” the
‘Tempo’ weekly reported, quot-
tng Major General Suryadi.

¢ General Suryadi heads an
Army team charged with investi-
gating five officers identified by
a military council that probed
the role of the army in the No-
vember massacre in East Timor.

Army Chief General Eddy
Sudrajat, announcing the coun-
cil’s findings in February, said
three officers were discharged
and three permanently or tem-
porarily transferred.

Four other officers and four
soldlers face court martial for !
the shooting, in which troops :
fired on a crowd of protesters.

. The council also recommend-
ed that five Dili-based officers be
investigated to define whether
they had acted as their rank and
position required. — AFP l
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' MrKeating. . .
i attack on Menzies

Kokoda
blazed
~trail to
liberty

By foreign editor
GREG SHERIDAN

LKUSTRALIANS saved  their
" country from invasion ‘dur-
. ing World War II and the,
! heroic deeds of our troops in!
. New Guinea should ‘be ho-

noured accordingly, thel
© Prime Minister, Mr Keating,i

says. S

Mr Keating, continuing his

. push for a more “indepen-

. dent Australia”, has said in

- an exclusive interview with,

i The Australian that this

L country’s campaign in Newi
Guinea served as a ‘useful

' reminder of its need to be

, able to defend its vital inter-j

. ests without relying on pow-

, erful friends. ‘ l

‘Thwarting the Japanesé plan
to invade Port Moresby!

; overland from the north was;

I “exclusively an Australian|

¢ thing”. !

It was there that Australia)

© was saved, in turning that,
back. I think that’s impor-!

! tant to highlight.”

Mr Keating again'attacks Bri-:
tain’s role during World War

.II. and Dbitterly criticises
long-serving former Liberal
prime "‘minister Sir Robert
Menzies, who he says was
“‘unable to distinguish Aust-

i ralian interests from those

| of Britain”.

The Prime Minister says the
British Government came to
the conclusion early in the'

| war that it would secure.

! Britain and its interests in,
the Middle East and India,!

| but that the Far East was;

| expendable. . |

|
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| THE Prime Minister, I\'ifrj’
i Keating, has stepped up his:
\drive to integrate Australial
;economically with the Asia-
I'Pacific region and away.
'from Europe. ‘

! On the eve of his departure|
today for Indonesia and}
‘Papua New Guinea, Mr Keat-;
ing upped his rhetoric on,
-Asia, saying Australia should
not be content with sharing in
‘BEurope’s “1 or 2 per cent
.growth a year” or with trying
‘to knock down trade barriers
in the United States but
:should go. where the “growth
1is greatest” — the Asia-Pacific
‘region. .

I He said his decision to make
.his first overseas visit since
taking office to two regional
countries was a conscious de-
cision to send & message
about foreign policy priorities
‘under the Keating Govern-
‘merit. :

, “If anyone wants to see
‘what I think, watch what I
ido,” he said.

Mr Keating also vigorously
restated his pro-republican
views and bitterly attacked
i{the record of conservative,;
'politicians . in impeding '
‘Australia’s development to- |
.wards full nationbood.and in- '

'dependence.; . |
T In an exclusive interview,
iwith The Australian, Mr;
Keating said he expected to]
l get. a response from Indone-
| sia’s President Suharto to his,
' proposal for regular heads of
- government meetings based:
‘on the membership of the:
1Asia Pacific Economic Co-
| operation group. S
© Mr Keating also revealed:
‘that he had given advance'’
‘notice of the proposal, made
‘in a recent speech in Sydney, i
ito President Bush, the Prime
Minister of Japan, Mr Miya-
‘zawa, and President Suharto. ;
. He also signalled a new em- !
;phasis on APEC as a central '
,institution in tying t,hge Us !;o :
‘the Asia-Pacific region; in.
seeking to defuse trade ten-!
.sions between, the US and
.Japan; and in providing an'
institutional framework for '
i Australia to deal with the
‘region. _ |

or nati

I Mr Keating said that while
, some within the Association-
of South-East Asian Nations'
" had always regarded APEC"
' “with some sort of suspicion”,
¢ they had been deeply involved.

| s

lin its",developme.nt “and none
. more'so than tndonesia”. '
 He said his heads of govern-'
- ment meeting proposal was'
+ not just concerned with get-'
| ting processes right but was

i about liberalising - trade
T e e T e
within  the  Asia-Pacific’

'region. '

i “It's about saying the Asia-.
‘Pacific is where the future is,”"'
‘he said. '
i “Europe’s the old order, this‘
iis the new order. - ]
. “The more we can involve !
‘the greatest of our liberal de-
mocracies, the US, and the'
more the US can leave its im-,
print on the institutions of,
the Pacific, the better off we’ll q
be.”

In his first extended in‘cer—4
view on foreign affairs, Mr
Keating said he thought the
US lacked institutions in the
Asia-Pacific region, where its
policy had been dominated by ,
security considerations and:
its numerous unilateral trea-
ties.

“US policy in the Pacific is!
the policy of the US navy,
basically,” he said." i

“Most of US trade is in the
Pacific but all of the institu-
tions are in the Atlantic.”

Mr Keating believes it is
ihere that APEC can be impor-
tant, providing the institu-
tional framework for the US
and the Asia-Pacificregion.

“APEC’'s got everyt;hing!l
going-for it,” he. said. .= .-~

“Because I think APEC will
be a trade-liberalisifig body,3
having the US and Ja.pan;
work their problems out in;
ithe APEC context.can be very‘
important.” . S
* Mr Keating also «called for
‘Japan to play a bigger role in |
‘the world. ' '

He said Japan sought to.
have others understand its .
hesitancy and inexperience in
linternational affairs at_the |

([same time as it”was able to
devise and implement the
jmost  sophisticated . inter-
;natlonal strategies in highly
‘competitive industries around
Fthe world. '

+ Thus Japan’s claim of inex-,
Jperience in international af-
ifairs “doesn’t ring true”.

| Japan should not leave it to
the US to press.for inter-'
inational trade- liberalisation. '
’Rather, Japan: should play “a
role- commensurate with the
}opportumties

lits size”. . :

Mr Keating believed the US|

jadministration  understood !
;the importance of the US-;
i.

given to it and;

Japan relationship and said
there had been no closer bilat-
.eral co-operation than that,
between the US and Japan
«during the 1980s.
{ However, some industrialists
Iblamed Japan unfairly for the
| problems of US industry.

He said 'the Japanese, in an
! enlightened government
policy, had funded the US
jcurrent account and Budget
deficit, which had allowed it -

The Australian 21/04/92
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Keating’s

overseas |
odyssey

" THE Prime Minister, Mr Keating, departs today for his
first overseas trip since becoming Prime Minister. He will
travel to Indonesia and Papua New Guinea. The choice of |
these two near neighbours for the new Prime Minister’s!
first sortie abroad is well advised. It is designed to send a’
‘message to the region that the new Prime Minister is giving#
‘his highest priority to regional relations in Australian|
foreign policy and to Australia’s view of its place in the'I
'world. This is somewhat akin to the practice of new'
American presidents making their first overseas 'visits to,
‘Canada and Mexico. It is a regional courtesy and more than]
‘that, a statement of identity. ' :
. The most important substantial business on the Prime,
‘Minister’s trip will be his attempt to put the bilateral’
relationship with Jakarta on a sensible and stable basis.;
'Very few relationships are more important to Australia
‘than that with Indonesia. Mr Keating will be keen to.
establish some rapport with President Suharto. The last
\prime minister to achieve this was Mr Gough Whitlam.!
'Neither. Mr Malcolm Fraser nor Mr Bob Hawke ever,
‘succeeded in establishing much of a personal relationship
- with the reserved Javanese leader. l
Mr Keating is scheduled to have three separate meetings
with the Indonesian President as well as holding talks with:
the Foreign Minister, Mr Ali Alatas, the Defence Minister, -
‘General Benny Murdani, and a variety of provincial’
leaders. Although a number of bilateral agreements will bej
signed during Mr Keating’s Indonesian visit, the real:
purpose of the trip is twofold: to symbolise the importance
of the relationship and to set up a new dynamic of dialogue. f
Mr Keating will of course raise Australia’s concerns;
'about human rights in East Timor. The Indonesians will
'expect him to do this and will not react adversely.,
.Australia’s practical concern for improving the welfare of;
ithe East Timorese is demonstrated by new aid allocations
ispecifically for East Timor. . o

. The Government’s approach to Kast Timor has been
Isensibly balanced. It satisfies completely neither those who,
{would like to see Canberra leading an international crusade
for East Timorese independence (an exercise that would
iinevitably be futile) nor those who believe that human
irights considerations should never impinge on international
trade. Rather, the Government has sought 16" convey|
strongly Australia’s condemnation of the massacre in East:
'Timor, encourage reform and reconciliation, recognise the
:unprecedented strength of the political and judicial
Tesponse to the killings within Indonesia and encourage!
‘further the trends towards liberalisation, within East Timor:
itself and within Indonesia more widely. At the same time,
it has sought to protect Australia’s vital interest in a stable:
land sensible Telationship with our nearest sizeable'
meighbour. The Prime Minister 'should continue this:
‘measured approach. ,
i In Papua New Guinea, Mr Keating will attempt to,
thighlight the contrw Australian troops made m_the; ’
'Milne Bay and Kokoda campaigns 50 years ago to securing’
the liberty of this country. He will also hold talks with the-
Prime Minister, Mr Namaliu, and other PNG Cabinet:
‘ministers. Attempting -to help PNG overcome its’
horrendous law-and-order problems, while at the same time
mot infringing on the sovereignty of the PNG Government,
Ilis one of the most important foreign policy challenges
facing Australia..
5 Mr Keating will not be making many overseas trips’
ibetween now and the next election. This small voyage is not,
without some diplomatic dangers for him, but it has been
well constructed and should be both useful and instructive.
He is right to pay personal attention to two of the most
| important relationships Australia is involved in.

—
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Proposal for regular meetings of regional

leaders put on hold

"»h
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‘By MICHELLE GRATTAN |
‘and LINDSAY MURDOCH, ‘
Jakarta, Wednesday

The Indonesian leader, Presi-
.dent Suharto, today endorsed;
fin “principle a proposal by{
'Australia -for regular meet-
ings of regional leaders — but
he put on hold indefinitely 1ts,
implementation, ,

' The Prime Minister, Mr Keat-|
ing, met President Suharto for two
hours today and forthrightly| set
'out Australia’s views on East
‘Timor. But he made it clear that]
the Australian Government would:
(not allow the Timor i issue to cloud'
the relatlonship

* The two governments haveﬁ
decided toset up a new mimsterlal
forum, meeting every two years,
chaired by their foreign ministers
and including at least two econom-
ic ministers from each country, to
‘promote a closer relationship. -

In another sign of strengthening
ties, Mr Keating has called for:
stronger defence relations.

At a news conference today, Mr|

‘Keating enthused about the recep-
tion he had received in Jakarta,) ——
declaring: “It doesn’t get much
-better than this.”
! Senior Indonesian officials said
Mr Keating’s meeting with Presi-
dent Suharto signalled a new era
Jin relations.

Indonesia’s Foreign Mimster
Mr Ali Alatas, described Mr Keat-
ing’s visit as a powerful and impor-
tant confirmation and strengthen-
ing of the at times troubled|!
relationship. :

But he ruled out the possxblhty\
'of President -Suharto making a,

reciprocal visit in the near future ; —
‘and dismissed a complaint by Mr; ;Australian-Indonesian relatlon-| 1 KE ATlNG URGES

!Keatmg that East Timorese dem-
pnstrators were being prosecuted
as criminals, - /.

Indonesians

‘cautlous on
PV’

The Indonesians have been cau-
tious on the Keating proposal to
have regular regional heads—of—
government meetings based on the‘
Asia Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion forum., -

/ President Suharto told Mr Keat-!
ing it was inevitable that suachi
meetings would happen eventual-

Presndent Suharto was also reluc-
tant to support the idea without;
first discussing it with the leaders
lof regional countries. They said
ithe idea was unlikely to be sup-
'ported by Malaysia.

{ MrKeating told his news confer- .

ence that his proposal was “not a:
‘prime ministerial initiative”; but
Jjust a sensible expression of what
jhe- thought was an inevitable!
.development “But we’re not set-!
iting any .deadlines, nor are we
beatmg a drum about this issue.”
He said the key factors in the;

ship were that.the two countries.
wereé neighbors, without territori-;
:al designs on one another, and that|

President Suharto’s New . Order
Government — which had prqvxd-
ed regional stablhty and held“the!
'archlpelago together as a nation.
for a quarter of a century — had’
‘been"one of the most sngmﬁcant
‘and beneficial events in Austra-
ha s recent strategic history.

Mr Keéating, who discussed East
‘Tlmor with President Suharto and
Mr Alatas, tolh his news confer-:
.ence he had said that last year’s|
'Dili events were tragic, but the’
Indonesian Government's follow-:
‘up was credible.

“I said I thought that the 1ong-i
term future between our two coun-
tries would certainly be enhanced;
if a basis of longer-term reconcili-
,ation could be established
‘between the Government of Indo-

. nesia, Indonesia generally and the

people of East Timor

h
—

| DEFENCE LINKS . |

iIn the keynote foreign affairs
Ispeech of his visit-to Indonesia, °
'Mr Keating called for closer -
idefence links between Australia,
and 1Indonesia, through more
high -level visits'and . .

|| consultations,: combined

,exercises, training and other
Iexchanges between -the. .
countries’ armed forces.

. Mr Keating also said that

. Australia’s continuing concern
" about Timor focused.on what
;practical help Australia could
‘give to the local people.

PAGE 6: More reports.

ly, but it was important"*that we
prepare for such an eventuality”..

Mr Alatas said later: “Eventual-
ly we see’a-need to move towards
such an-arrangement ... to have
‘this. mechanism where heads of
state can bring further welght ‘to’
bear on the -cooperation m this
.dynamic region.

“As far as we are concerned it is
not a matter of whether, but when.
Wc believe that perhaps we should:
tmull it over some more.”

Mr Alatas said any decision on a

{heads-of-government meeting
lshould wait until the outcome was

known of deadlocked world nego-
itiations on trade liberalisation.
| Asian dlplomats speculated thatx

{ “The Foreign “Minister told me
that there had been attempts in,
ithe past on the part of the Govern-
ment to establish-'a dialogue,
:which had failed. But (he) took on
board our view.” ~ ° '
; @ Mr Keating tonight repeated hiS.
lcriticisms of the Australian flag.
‘“I’m sure in this part of the world’
people wonder about:. Australia
representing themselves with a)
British flag in the cornér of our,
!ﬂag That must change and it
lshould change.”

—_—
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By MICHELLE GRATTAN,
chief political correspondent,
Jakarta, Wednesday

The Prime Minister, Mr Keating,
today called for closer defence
links between' Australia and Indo-
nesia.

Mr Keating said there was
scope for building closer links
between the armed forces and
defence organisations of the two
countries, through more high-
level visits and consultations,
combined exercises, training and
other exchanges.

He said Australia shared with
Indonesia a fundamental interest
in -the strategic stability of the
i region, and in limiting the poten-
' tial for external powers to intro-
1 duce tension or conflict.

Mr Keating had a 45-minute
» meeting ‘with the Indonesian

Defence Minister, General Mur-
. dani, who supported the Prime
" Minister’'s commitment to
' enhancing the Australian-Indone-
| sian defence relationship.

|
! General Murdani said the rela- -

tionship had been through some
- “rocky periods” in the past. He
said it was best to work step by
step, as the two governments

that the relationship would devel-
op further. '

Mr Keating, in the keynote
speech of his visit to Indonesia,
also urged the Indonesians to
: think of Australia not as it was 20
years ago or even a decade ago,
but as it was now, and what it
intended to be in the future: “a
partner in the dynamic new
world of the Asia-Pacific region”.

Mr Keating again dwelt on Aus-
tralia’s need to throw off the “res-
idues of colonialism”.

He also said Australia’s con-
tinuing concern -about Timor
focused . particularly on what
practical help Australia. could
give the local people.

Mr Keating said there was a
conservative element in Austra-

were doing now, and predicted

‘4‘:\

tolo

Keatmg calls for\closT
defence ties with Indons

MILLIONS FOR TIMOR PROJECTS :

The Minister for Trade and Overseas Development, Mr Kerin,
announced the division of Australia’s $30 million aid projects for
East Timor over the next five years.

The projects include a $12 million scheme to upgrade water
supply and sanitation services in Dlll and the town of Saui on the

south coast.

Other initiatives in the aid package include $10.5 million for an
agricultural and rural development project, $3 million for an
agricultural planning program, $3 million for a small activities
scheme, $1.5 million for a veterinary services project and $600,000
to upgrade the East Timor Polytechnic.

‘lian society, which was still influ-
ential, that “through its attach-
ment to the past and its anxiety
about the Asia-Pacific future,
tends to resist the full expression’
of Australian nationhood”.

“It is the same €lement which
opposed Indonesian indepen-
dence in the 1940s. Attitudes are
often the last things to change.”

He said there should be no
question about where Australia’s
identity or loyalties lay.

“For far too long we have mea-
sured the strength of our society,
the level of our sophistication, the
worth of our achievements,
against Britain and Europe — and
against the United States.

“At times- we have done this
while clinging to such vestiges of
the old imperial power and cul-
ture as will, we think, earn us
respect in the world.

“We think the time has come to
step out of the colonial shadow
and make our position clear. We
are Australian. We are engaged
with Asia. We are different — cul-
turally, historically, politically —
but we can handle the differ-
ence.”

He said the Australian Govern-
ment was “actively and unequivo-
cally” committed to this region
-and to developing, in particular, a
relationship with Indonesia.

Mr Keating stressed that the
“disproportionate attention” that
East Timor received in Australia

“does not mean that we are not
interested in the welfare of the
182 million people who live in
Indonesia’s. 26 other provinces.

“The attention East Timor
receives, internationally and in:
Australia, is a natural conse-
quence of the territory’s uniquely
troubled history, beginning with"
its neglect under Portuguese
rule,” he said.

“Australia’s. outlook has ‘been

;shaped by the additional factors

of our proximity to East Timor,
the fraternal links we had with
the people of East Timor during
the Second World War, and the
sizeable East Timorese communi-
ty which now lives in Australia.”

Australia had. made clear its
views about the tragic events in
Dili last November.

“We consider the subsequent
actions of the Indonesian Govern-
ment, including President Suhar-
to’s public statements and the
measures announced by the army
Chief-of-Staff on 27 February, to’
constitute a credible response.

_“Our continuing concern is-
with what practical help we might
be able to give to the people of

- East Timor.

“Our aim as concerned outsid-
ers is to assist where we can in,
measures for their welfare, and:
to support a process of reconcilia- -
tion between them and the Indo--
nesian authorities.”

“The Prime Minister, Mr Keating,
-was pessimistic yesterday about
-the likely outcome of the Gatt
- negotiations.

He also urged that the Asia-
 Pacific Economic Cooperation
forum should become a frame-
work in which Japan and the
! United States could work out
i sopie of their differences on
trade.

*  He told a news conference that

"the Europeans did not show any-

, determination to make the Gatt
' round succeed.
']. Mr Keating said it would not be
i in Indonesia’s or Australia’s inter-

~The-Age—23/94/92

- Keating pessimistic over

PM’S ITINERARY

9 am: Farewell call to President Suharto
at Merdeka Palace. 10 pm: Fly to
Yogyakarta. 11 pm: Met by King Paku
Alum VIII. 1L15 pm: Meeting with
governor of Central Java, and tours of
Borobudur and Prambanan temples.

3.45 pm: Depart for Surabaya. 8 pm: -
Banquet with governor of East Java.

"ests to see the world form 1nto

trading blocs.

He believed 'the A51a-Pac1f1c
Economic Cooperation' forum
should be-'a mechanism not just
where regional trade and pohtl-
cal issues could be discussed but

Gatt

where the two largest economies, '
Japan and the United States, "

_could resolve some of their differ- '

ences.

“Japan is Australia’s largest .
trading partner. The United
States is a strategic ally of Austra-
lia,” Mr Keating said. “We don’t
want our loyalties tested between
these two friendly countries and
we would like to see mechanisms:
established where these differ-
ences can be resolved.”

— MICHELLE GRATTAN .

PAGE 7: Bush to tackle the Gatt
farm impgsse. :




Alatas predicts new

with Indonesia’s Pre

By LINDSAY MURDOCH,
South-East Asia Correspondent,
Jakarta, Wednesday

Indonesia said today that the visit
to Jakarta of Australia’s Prime
Minister, Mr Keating, ushered a
new era in the two countries’ rela-
tionship that would, at times, suf-
fer “shocks and tremors”. :

In an indirect reference to Aus-
tralia’s criticism of the Dili massa-
cre last November, Indonesia’s
Foreign Minister, Mr Alj Alatas,
said the visit was a “powerfv! and
important confirmation of the
relationship that will not be
bogged down on solely looking at
negative things”.

He told journalists: “We are
determined to widen and broaden
the relationship to develop pillars
on which the structure can be built
more solidly.” :

Mr Alatas’s comments reflect a
dramatic change of official atti-
tude in Jakarta towards Austrah_a.

Less than four months ago, in
the wake of the massacre, the rela-
tionship had deteriorated to such a
low point that Australia’s Foreign
Minister, Senator Evans, was
unable to call on President
Suharto and several senior minis-
ters to explain Canberra’s views.

“When you consider that Mr
Keating’s visit is the first of an
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About 70 protesters at a rally outside the post office in the Bourke Street Mall
Timorese spokesman, Mr Abel Guterres, told passers-by that at the same time

Australian head of state since 1983
we can say, with justification, it
ushers in a new erg of mutual
understanding,” Mr Alatas said.

Mr Alatas said the signing of
five agreements with Australia
today was illustrative of the way
the relationship could be built “so
whenever there are shocks or
tremors. . . that structure could be
solid because it is built on a wide,
deep and mature relationship”.

The agreements include
arrangements to prevent the
double taxation of some incomes.
They also give the go-ahead for a
$12 million Australian aid project
to improve water supplies and san-
itation in Dili.

Speaking after Mr Keating com-
plained to President Suharto about
the prosecution in criminaj courts
of Dili demonstrators, Mr Alatas
made clear that Indonesia would
not change its attitude.

He said East Timor was an Indo-
nesian province and East Timor-
ese were subject to Indonesian
laws. “Our criminal code says that
if you incite publicly and forceful-
ly and not through legal means the
overthrow of the Government or
*separatism or things like that, then
it is a criminal offence,” he said.

Mr Alatas said he was aware of

era of cooperation

X

keep attenti

qlfferent Peérceptions about this
Issue overseas, byt the policy
would not change.

Demonstrators charged over
the Dili massacre face long jail
sentences.

With time and experience, Aus-
tralia and Indonesia “will better
understand each other”, Mr Alatas
said. “But let’s face it, we have
differences in economics, culture
and historical experiences. We
acknowledge it on both sides. We
cannot wish it away. The only way
is for both of us to understand. And
I think we are doing this slowly.”

Mr Alatas said both nations
should not “give up” their basic
views and perceptions. “Realisti-
cally speaking, we may from time
to time get into a situation where
there are difficulties because of
media reporting on both sides or
perceived government actions on
both sides which are not fully
understood in another con-
text.”

MTr Alatas said no specific refer-
eénce was made about Australia
becoming a republic during the
talks between President Suharto
and Mr Keating.

But he said both men explained
each country’s goals and how they
viewed their place in the region.

on on East Timor and the Dili massacre. An East
as the Prime Minister, Mr Keating, was drinking champagne
sident Suharto, East Timor military operations were continuing.

“These kinds of views are very
important between two heads of
government,” he said.

* Mr Alatas said: “We welcome
Australia’s outlook that it now sees
itself as part of the region
through various actions and pro-
nouncements Australia has
already tried to identify itself
more closely with the region.
Whether or not it succeeds will
very much depend on Australia
itself.”

Mr Alatas ruled out a visit to
Australia in the near future of
President Suharto.
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THE fact that the Prime
ter! Paul Keating,
promoting an improved relation-
iship with that country and Aus-
rtralia is something in which we
ought all to rejoice. But it has its
peculiarities, .

Of course a rapprochement with
Indonesia has been long under
way, and has been delayed only by
the enthusiastic efforts of a rela-
tively small number of people in

the media and the busybody com-
"Imunity which does its best to in-
terfere with Australia’s inter-
national trade and diplomacy in
pursuit of its' own narrow objec-
tives (prominent among these are
the non-governmental organisa-
tions active in international “aid”,
which meddle continually in mat-
ters they do not understand).

The sustained propaganda cam-
paign which has been waged in
Australia by the media, especially
the ABC, ever since the invasion of
East Timor in 1975 has been odd, to
say the least. It has had its comic
aspects, as when recently Profes-
sor Fred Hollows was disinvited
from launching a book continuing
this campaign for having breached
another taboo of this group.

The Dili massacre is indefensible,
of course. But the Indonesian
Government has not defended it —

Minis-

-Indonesian politics have pointed
-out, the Indonesian Government
.has gone further along the road of
:explicitly disavowing the massacre
.and punishing its perpetrators
.than ever before in such circum-
,Stances. .

.. But the events leading up to the
Dili Kkillings and the degree of
provocation of the Indonesian
"armed forces in East Timor have
Vet to be clarified. At the very
,deast, it appears the Portuguese

 Keating sc

is’in Indonesia .

indeed as those who are expert on-

JGovernment and its agencies have

“McGUINNESS

a lot to answer for — the Portu-
guese have all along heen cynically
exploiting the East Timor protestors
in an attempt to stake a claim in the
ollfields of the Timor Gap.

The truth of Indonesian policy in
East Timor is that while it hag
often been brutal, -it has never
smacked of “genocide”, nor has the
number of deaths as a result of the
incorporation of East Timor in In-
donesia been anything like the
wild claims of the anti-Indonesia,

lobby in Australia. And considera-
ble sums have been spent on agri-

cultural renewal, education and so-
cial services in East Timor. (Al
this can be confirmed by the Aust-
ralian National University’s ex-
perts on Indonesia.)

Hitherto, it has been difficult to
get this truth through in Australia,
It has not been part of the media
orthodoxy. It looked as if the emo-
tional response to the Dili killings
would set back the cause of sensible
relations between the two countries
for years. (The Left has always
loved a massacre, unless per-
petrated by one of the dictatorships
it favours for the time being, in
which case it is denied or ignored.),

However, this time it seems that
largely by accident Keating has
discovered the magic formula for
removing the last shaky teeth of
the socialist tiger. By throwing a
lot of bulldust about republicanism

ores a victory on forei
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~and ‘indePendénce in the éyes of

the chattering classes, he has been
able to get away with a degree of
conciliation towards Indonesia,
which at any earlier time 'would
have been met with howls of pro-
test. He has cynically sold the Left,
and the anti-Indonesia pro-Freti-
lin lobby, down the river.
Whatever the origins of this inj-
tiative, and whatever the means by

“which it has been sold, even to the

ABC, it is a great achievement. At

"last Canberra seems like getting

on with the kind of practicable,

workaday relationship with our .

most. important immediate neigh-
bour which has already been esta-
blished without fuss by the author-
ities in, for example, Darwin.

The active way in which the
Northern Territory Government
has been building up relationships
with Indonesia (and Malaysia) has
largely escaped the notice of the
chattering classes in Canberra and
the south-east corner of Australia
— -perhaps to the advantage of
everybody concerned.

Not that there is much else about
Keating’s new-found philosophy of
Australia’s place in ‘the world
which has much to recommend it,
as no doubt his-friends in Jakarta,
will be informing him. Asia is very
far from being homogeneous, and
the old and very silly rhetoric
about Australia being a part of
Asia cuts no ice whatsoever, Japan
and Indonesia are parts of Asia in
the purely geographic sense, and
that is where their common fea-
tures and interests end, except in-
sofar as they are both significant
players in the global economy and
polity.

Without acknowledgement of its

- parenthood, Keating has adopted

the Asia Pacific Economic Co-~
operation process fathered, by Bob

Hawke and his advisers; this too is

e “

unambiguously a good thing, so
long as it does not lead to neglect
of our relations with Europe,
which _are important not because
of any dependency on or constitu-
tional relationship with Britain
(which was finally severed in 1986
when Keating was probably not
looking), but simply because there
is a fair chance that Europe will be
the centre of the global economy in
the 21st century as a result of eco-
nomic union and the demise of
communism.

Nor can Australia afford to neg-
lect relationships with the Ameri-
cas, where there is a high probabil-
ity that a US-Canada-Mexico free
trade association will come into
being before the end of the cen-

¢ Discovered the
magic formula?

tury, with close connections with
many of the countries of South
America.

The point is'that we have no nat-
ural affinity with any part of Asia
(except possibly China and the
Indo-Chinese peninsula, as a result
of immigration), whereas we do
‘have with North America and
Europe (and, thanks to recent im-
migration, with Latin America).

It is in our interests to promote
active trade and economic rela-
tionships, as well as educational
and cultural links, with Asia — and
especially Indonesia. The closeness
of two such unlike countries with
totally different cultural traditions
can be very fruitful for both of
them. :

But as the Indonesian govern-

ment ministers and officials whom:

Keating and his entourage are
meeting will tell him, the sine qua

23 April 1992

on soil

L a - : -
non of greater closeness and co-
operation is not just a discontinu-
ance of the sniping against the In-
donesian Government (this has
now been defused), but a genuine
acceptance of the need for vigor-

]

ous micro-economic reform in the
labour market as well as the rest of
the Australian economy. They are
not impressed by the progress of
the past decade.

Nor will they be impressed by the
sight of the Keating Government
teetering on the brink of playing
on domestic protectionist $senti-
ment at a time when the Austral-
ian economy should be opened up
more rapidly, rather than delaying
the dismantling of barriers to
trade, and cosseting senile indus-
tries like clothing and footwear.

It may be that Keating, whose
continued harping back to the
Menzies government and its sins
seems to indicate that despite his
relative youth he is living in the
past intellectually and ideologi-
cally, promises to emulate most
closely, of all recent prime minis-
ters, Malcolm Fraser. Fraser is
now best known for having talked
big when overseas, and delivered
little when at home. He was a fair
weather free trader, and a summer
deregulator.

So far, most of Keating’s state-
ments about Asia and Australia’s
place in the world have been
laughably naive and unoriginal,
the mere pretence to have inven-
ted policies which were long since
initiated by Bill Hayden and Gar-
eth Evans under the Hawke prime
ministership. When he comes
home, we will see if there is any-
thing more than this. Never-
theless, so far the success with
which he has punctured the point-
less hostility to Indonesia is his
finest achievement.

— Padraic P. McGuinness

‘




By GEOFF KITNEY

The Prime Minister, Mr
Keating, has outlined the
structure of a new relationship
between- Australia and Indo- .-
nesia which puts a premium
on political stability and eco-
nomic growth and shifts the
emphasis from issues such as
human rights. ’
After two hours of talks
yesterday with the Indonesian
President, Mr Suharto, and
meetings with the Minister for
Defence, Mr Benny Murdani,
and the Minister for Forelgn
Affairs, Mr Ali Alatas, Mr
Keating said it was time for

Keating said.

‘Australians to give greater
recognition to the importance
of Indonesia to regional secu-
rity and economic prosperity.

Although Mr Keating said,
the Australian Government
would continue to be “appro-
priately indignant” about
abuses of human rights these
matters had to be put into the

perspective of a broader and

deeper relationship.
Responding to media ques-
tions about the way he has

Mr ALATAS

'dealt with the Dili massacre

issue during his Jakarta meet-
ings, Mr Keating said he was
not in Indon®ia because of
the East Timor situation.

Mr Keating said the key
issues in Australian-Indone-
sian relations were:

O The two countries were
neighbours bound in their
destiny by their geography.

O They did not have temto-

E=PU SN Q—chbu\) ',;2_% OQ"%&

PM puts premium
on political stability

rial designs on each other and
wished to live peacefully.
-0 Australia - regarded Presi-
dent Suharto’s administration
of Indonesia as “one of the
most sxgmﬁca.nt and .benefi-"
cial events in Australia’s stra-
tegic history”.

“These are the key points —
that is why I am here,” Mr

“I'm here to deepen the
relationship and provide a
greater basis of strength to it.

“The deepening has to come
from cultural and commercial
as well as political links so that
the structure has more ele-
ments to it, and if one part of
it comes under pressure, the
others will keep the structure
together.”

He said the importance to
Australia of Indonesia’s con-
tribution to regional security

‘and its economic expansion

needed to be more clearly
acknowledged in Australia.
“It was very quickly under-
stood and acknowledged
immediately after 1965 [after
the defeat of the Commumst

US senators refused

AT,

permission ..\
to visit East Timor

Jakarta, Wednesday
Indonesia has rejected a re-

quest from two United States

senators to visit the former
Portuguese colony of East Ti-

mor during their visit to Indo-

-nesia this week.

In the East Timor capital,
Dili, iast November troops
opened fire on anti-Indonesian
demonstrators, killing 50
people, according to an official
report. Ninety others were re-
ported missing and are be-
lieved to be either dead or in
hiding,

“If it is not necessary for
them, then for what would they
go to East Timor?” State Secre-
tary Murdiono said yesterday.
“Let the East Timorese develop
themselves. Don’t bother
them.”

_ Senator Claiburne Pell, the . gi

chairman of the Senate foreign
relations commlittee, and Sena-
tor Davld Boren, the chairman

" of the Senate select committee

on intelligence, are scheduled
to arrive tomorrow, he said.

Major-General Murdiono
couid not confirm whether the
senators would meet President
Suharto during their visit.

The US Embassy spokesman,
Mr Richard Gong, was contact-
ed today and declined to con-
firm the senators’ visit. =~

News reperts quoted diplo-
mats as saying the US senators
intended to assess condltions in
the country before generai
elections for peliticlans on
9 June.

Major-General Murdione
said the US Defence Secretary,
Mr chk Cheney, was aiso ex-

uprising]. But-it has not been
acknowledged in the years
since that the importance of
stability and growth in Indo-

. nesia and of holding together
“the archipelago has been quite

profound,” Mr Keating said.

To reinforce Australia’s
view of strengthening joint
Australian Indonesian efforts

- to increase regional security

Mr Keating proposed a fur-
ther -strengthening of the
defence relationship.

There was scope for build-
ing closer links between the

- armed forces and the defence

organisations of the two coun-
tries, initially through more
high-level visits and consul-
tations, combined exercises,
training and other exchanges.
Mr Keating met Mr Mur-
dani to discuss closer defence
Continued page 4
O Hewson unimpressed; .
Cool response to APEC ~
plan, page 4 .
O The International
Economy, page 59

Financial Review
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- By CHIPS MACKINOLTY |
.‘East Timorese representatives in|
iDarwin have condemned the:
" involvement of the Northern Ter-
‘ritory Chief Minister, Mr Perron,
+in a 30-minute video about the
, Timor massacre released by the
i Indonesian Government.
i The video, released two weeks'
. before the delivery of the Indone-
i’nsian commission of inquiry report
yon the 12 November Dili massa-
.cre, gives the Indonesian version’
’of the incident. i
~ ~According to the video, entitled
~New Era of East Timor’, “a num-
ber of .foreigners were involved
inciting the demonstrators’’,
rincluding foreign journalists. |
. . The video says that idle and.
-impressionable young people
1were involved in Dili. The narra-|
ition says that “on the way to the|
{cemetery the demonstration
ibecame very out-of-control and|-
ké’ne officer and one $oldier was
l'stébbed”. There is no reference to]

\civilian deaths.

~He said the video was a: com-
plete whitéwash of East Timorese
history and the November massa-
fgre: e —
7. Mr Perron features in the video'
-as a leading supporter of closer
jrelations with the Indonesian Gov-
re‘rnment.
i~ . Mr Alfredo Ferreira, a Fretilin/
‘representative in Australia, said’
lyesterday that Mr Perron, was a!
vhypocrite. ’
~ “He is quite happy to be seen as
ra_very good and reliable friend of
lIndonesia, but we see him as being
fas. guilty as the generals who|
jordéred our people shot. He,
.Should stand trial alongside those
‘generals. He has condoned thel
Indonesians’. -actions against our
,people and he is encouraging!
.them,” Mr Ferreira said. ____!
The video was produced and:
‘narrated by a Darwin cinematog-,'
irapher, Mr Mike Atkinson, in con-"
‘junction with Indonesian National !
Television. It concentrates on anti-’

' Ister standing in front of a map of

over Dili video

————

iIndonesian demonstrations in Aus-;
Itralia, suggesting that they were!
the work of “left-wing politicians|
\and trade unionists” with negligi-|
.ble support from Australia’s East
‘Timorese community.
+  Mr ‘Perron is described in the
ivideo as one of “many people in
Australia who are keen to keep
good relations between Indonesia
and Australia”.

The video shows the Chief Min-

+Indonesia’s eastern provinces and
'Jb‘eing interviewed late last year by
‘Indonesian television journalists.

. In the .context of the interim
*report of the commission of inqui- |
{ Ty being welcomed in many parts;
of the world, Mr Perron is filmed,
'saying: “We will do what we can;

-‘within the Australian federal poi-,

dcy in the Northern Territory to
'try and foster the good relation-'

" ships that we have built up so far'

.and try and further them so that,
jwe develop more trade between

iour two countries, between the!
= -ro LOYAes, between the!

|
|

\lo

| Northern Territory and Indonesia, |
'and we see a very great and long,
future between ourselves provid-
ing we can, as it were, keep the)
whole procedure on the rails.” l

Mr Perron was quoted yester-
day as saying that he did not rea-i
lise that the interview was-to be
used in a documentary and
[thought the interview was for a
news story, but that he did not;
object to what had happened. Mr

Perron visited Indonesia_last!
month to sign a trade agreement;
with the Indonesian Foreign Min-;
ister, Mr Alatas. |
 Mr Atkinson could not be con-:
tacted yesterday for comment.

"The Age 24/02/92
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From Page 1

clear that Indonesia is in the:
top order of Australian pl‘lOI‘-
ity, to say that we are serious;
neighbours, that we have, ob-!
viously, in the longer term, to
live together and we want to'
concentrate on 1ssues of
substance.

* “I'think we've got the bal—
ance right in talking about’
those issues and at the same
time ,making clear our v1ewst‘
oon some of the matters which
have been controversial in the
past.
| “So we said: ‘We come a.sl
‘neighbours, we’ve got much to
do together, we can develop
each other’s econornies, we can!
come closer together cul- l

turally And as well as t;hatJ

e

Keating | halls closer ,,

L4/3

ties'v vnth Indones1a

downplayed 3
we’'ve been able to say the
things that we feel strongly
-about and put our point clear-
1y.

“I think that‘s been under—
stood and received well by the
Government of Indonesia.”

Mr Keating denied that!
'President Suharto’s failure to
embrace fully his proposal for
a regular summit of regional
heads of governmerit based:
on the Asia-Pacific Economic
Co-operation group  con-
stituted any sort of setback.

President Suharto endorsed.
the idea in principle but cau-
‘tioned that more work would'
have to be put in with other;
regional .countries to brmg
them to the table.

visit which would bring ‘us
basically closer together » Mr
Keating said.

“To focus on the fundaren-
tals, not to come here looking
for any particular support; for
initiatives or ventures, ' but
simply to say: ‘We're here as
friends, we take you seriously
|a,nd we want to be part of
your development and we
‘want you to be part of ours.! ”

i He said Australia’s reo-
rientation towards Asia would
requ1re a virtual “revolution”
in the way Australians did
thlngs and the way they
it;hought about themselves
‘and the world.

¢ “When you have been for so
Jong-a branch office of empire
there is a tendency to go on
expecting special treatment
long after head office stopped

5‘ Human nghts J

“I came here to make this a,
—— ————

opening the mail.

Keating hails closer _.
ties with Indonesia

By political correspondent GLENN MILNE in Surabaya

THE Prime Minister; Mr
Keating, last night claimed
‘'his visit to Indonesia had es-
.tablished a new and correct
balance in the bilateral rela-
tionship that concentrated
more oh economic and strate-
‘gic fundamentals but still
allowed Australia to voice its
proper concerns over human
,rights.

But 1n a sign that tensions
over East Timor continued to
tdog the relationship, Mr
Keating conceded that any
:reciprocal visit to Australia by
Indonesia’s ~ President
.Suharto could be marred by
' demonstrations.
! The Prime Minister re-
vealed yesterday that he had
"invited President Suharto to
visit Australia. However, he
: acknowledged the concerns of
the Indonesian Foreign Min-
‘ister, Mr Ali Alatas, that prot-
‘ests during any visit by the
President could have the ef-'
fect of weakening new and
_stronger ties between the
count;rles

“That’s a possibility,” Mr
|Keating said. “But again it
would be the substance that
matters.”

Mr Keating said President
Suharto had replied that if he
-had the_ opportunity to visit

Australia . he would think
about it.
The Prime Minister de-

‘scribed this as the normal re-

sponse to such invitations but.
added that no timetable had
been set. ’

“It’s a matter for him and
his schedule,” -Mr " Keating
said.

He did not expect any visit
this year because of Indone-
sian elections.

Mr Keating said Indonesia
had accepted that Australia’s
desire to enmesh with Asia
was no longer tokenistic.

On the third and final day of'
his visit, Mr Keating rejected
domestic critics who felt he
had downplayed Australia’s
concerns on human rights in'
East Timor.

“I put my views firmly,” he
said.

“I repeated them at a press
conference. Everything I said
to the President, you know,

because I've said it to you and

I've made our position clear
about where we stand on
human rights questions.

“I'm very happy with the
visit. It’s gone well. It’s been a’
friendly and, I think, success-
ful one. .

“We came here to make it

Continued —Page3
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["After saying goodbye fo!
Presmlent Suharto yesterday,
‘Mr Keating and his wife, An-*
‘nita, visited the ancient Bud-
'dhist temple of Borobudur at
‘Yogyakarta, built 'in around
800 A.D. .

! At the temple, Mr Keating
.touched the hand of a stone
istatue of Buddha — tradition-
'ally meant to bring wishes
true

Mr Keatlng said he had

‘wished for ,good relations
between Indonesia .and
tAustralia.

i Mr Keating leaves Indone-
lsia today for. Port Moresby,
Iwhere he will” “hold a round of
italks with semor Papua New
'Gumea flgures including the
xPrlme M1nister Mr Namaliu,
‘before celebrating Anzac Day
on the Kokoda Trajl.
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Indones1a wa

) 'JAKARTA: The. military,
lcomma.ncler in Jakarta, Gen-

eral
) ‘warned

Harseno,

- yesterday
left-wing and right-

Iw1ng extremlsts not to pro-
vok€e! ‘trouble during. cam-
pa.lgmng for the June 9 elec-

tlon

‘saying he had 13,400

'troops'to mamtam peace.

The Australian 24/04/92
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TUEYDNEY (Reuter-Kyodo)

- Prime Minister Paul Kealing

js untikely fo put at scrjous
risk Australia’s relationship
with Indonesia when he visits
Jakarta this weck despite
calls for a strohger stance on
human rights, political ana-
Jysts said. . :
-Australia’s lcading nongov-

. cinment overseas aid agency

‘Sunday urged Kealing to
make human rights the focus
of his Tirst overseas trlp as
prime minister, slarting
Tuesday. - o

Bul the ‘analysis said thal
-while the situation In East Ti-

817823—22—2684
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mor, n particular, would
come up during his talks with

TPresident Suharlo, Keating is
unlikely to jeopardize Austra--

la's overall relationshlp with
its big northern neighbor,’
“He has tnade Ausiralia’s
cconomic integration into
Asla the cornerstone of his
“foreign policy and has said he

will seek Indonesian support

for a régular regional
homic summil. :
" Indoncsia is the No. 2 recip-
fent of Auslralia’s overseas
aid after Tapua New Guinea,
recelving about A$100 million
(476 million) a year. -

eco-

Austrade, Aystralia’s frade
promolion agency, bas de:
geribed Indonesia as “one of
the brightest spots on Austra;
lia's cconomic horizon.

Auslralian investmeni in

Tndonesia is worth A$1 billion

($760 million) and involves
about 130 ‘Australian qqmpa_'-__‘_'

hies.

ment aid groups, said Keal:
ing’s views that human rights

“and overseas aid should not

be linked arc out of date and

-out of step with the rest of the .

‘But the _.Aus.t.ral'ién' Couneil
for Overseas Aid, the coprdi-
nating body for 95 nengovern:

‘donor gommimily., I

Keating told 1awmaké1‘€
this year thal aid and bhuman

rights. were not linked and

should not be, and that he
would nol tie the two during
his lndoncsian visit. .
“We lotally reject Mr.
Keating's view thal there is
1o Yink befween sid and hu-

"inan rights,"” ACFOA’s execu;

tive director, Russell Rolla-
son, said Sunday. o

He sald Kealing’s views
were widely reported in Inde-

" nesia and welcomed by the In-

donesian government and
military. o o

L J APIN TIMES,
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Keating unlikely to strain ties on Jakarta visit



P

chem

istry and gloss

HEN' Paul Keating

and Indonesian De-

- fence Minister, Ben-

ny Murdani finished
their 45-minute meeting on Wed-
nesday, Murdani told the PM: “We
\ have got something in common —
( we both married air stewar-
desses.”

It was a bit of trivia that, to the
Australians, seemed typical of the
' friendly “chemistry” of Keating's
4get-to-know-you visit with the In- -
i donesians this week.

From all accounts, the new boy
on the regional bloek seems to
have acquitted himself quite well
on his first foray out of town.
...-.One Indonesian observer
' trained in watching the nuances of
the presidential face says that
1 President Suharto looked ‘“very
happy” after Wednesday’s two-
; hour meeting with Keating.
So he should have. Keating
made all the right noises. His
[ speech at Tuesday’s state banquet
icould hardly have heaped more
| praise on the President, whom he
{lauded as the region’s “undisputed
i elder statesman”. Suharto was al-
‘ready under the impression that
i the new, young leader (everything
llS relative: Keating’s 48 compares
lw1th the Suharto’s 70) wanted to
learn from him. The atmosphere
' was right for what the diplomats.
classify as a “successful visit”.
Still, there was the odd sharp
message, just so things were clear.
i Suharto’s banquet speech con-
! tained a reminder to Australia and
i other countries- that Indonesia
i won't tolerate interference in its
domestlc affairs. Australian offi-
[clals anxiously stressed that the
. sSpeech was the standard Suharto
'line. But, delivered in the pres-
. ence of the PM, it was significant
j — though the Indonesians regard
! the press as the main interferers.
' Keating never had the slightest
? intention of “interfering” on the
' sensitive East Timor isstie, beyond
; what decency and Australian Gov-
i ernment policy demanded.
| He struck a reasonable balance.
He put the Australian line, quite
strongly. He told the Indonesians a
‘more “benign” process needed to
: be found to work towards reconcil-
iation with East Timor'— a recon-
. ciliation that should involve recog-
'nition of the cultural and religious

——— e
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and perhaps some special regional
status for it. Keating also criticised
Indonesia’s dealing with demon-
strators under criminal legal pro-

. cesses. At his news conference,

Keating was reasonably forth-

. rlght
" However he was at pains to

make it clear that the Australian
Government has no intention of
letting Timor sour the relation-
ship, now that the Dili massacre is
receding into history. The two gov-
ernments, not the media, deter-
mined the agenda of issues be-
tween the countries, he told the
news conference. The Australian

Government has found the Indone-

sian response on the massacre
“credible”, and that is more or
less that.

Keating’s Indonesia visit, which
ends when he flies out this morn-
ing for Papua-New Guinea, has
had two broad objectives. One has
been to consolidate and strength-
en a bilateral relationship that the
massacre had put under stress.
The second has been to promote
Keating’s Asian thrust.

Bilaterally, all the signs are that
the relationship is now back on an
even keel. It’s convenient for both
governments that Bob Hawke’s en-
‘forced departure happened when
it did. It makes it easier to push
into the past the difficulties in re-
lations created by the massacre.
Keating came to Indonesia as a
fresh voice — not the one who had
to say harsh things last year.

N this trip, Keating has
constantly reiterated his
theme that Australia must

be more involved in Asia — that it
must “strip itself down psychologi-
cally” and thraw off the last shack-
les of old colonialism. He has
played up again the need for a new
flag — without giving any sign he
was going to do anything about it.
Keating’s emphasis on Asia is

commendable. But his presenta-
tion contains some glosses that
flaw it.

First, he is in fact’ intensifying
Australia’s push into Asia, -not
making an initial foray, though his

rhetoric usually leaves the latter.

1mpressmn Australia has been 80:
ing in this direction for quite a

while: it is a matter of accelerating.

and broadening.

In particular, Bob Hawke con-
stantly urged and worked for Aus-
tralia’s “enmeshment” with Asia.
And Hawke was the initiator of the
Asia Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion forum, which Keating wants
to upgrade

But Keating, trapped by the poll-
tics of differentiating himself
from Hawke, makes no reference
to his predecessor’s role, either to
put his own thinking into.some his-
torical context, or to give Hawke
credit where credit is due. As a
result, the Keating line sells Aus-
tralia’s past efforts short.

However, it is true there is a
very long way to go, when one con-
siders the Saulwick Age Poll pub-
lished this week, which shows that
the majority of Australians neither
see themselves as part of Asia nor
believe that Asians see Australians
as part of the region.

Keating’s nationalist druin also
sounds a touch loud. His trying to
draw sorne parallel, even vaguely,
between Indonesia’s colonial past
and Australia’s was really stretch-
ing a point..

b

Maybe Keating’s strident na-
tionalism goes down well elector-
ally at home and attracts a sympa-
thetic ear abroad. But he is
seeming a trifle obsessed with his
constant repetition of Australia’s
need to get rid of the last vestiges

‘of ¢olonialism. Indeed, many of us *

did not realise the vestiges were

there: we thought they had been

dispatched some time ago.

Like most travelling leaders,
Keating came to Indonesia with an
idea in his bag. This was for regu-
lar regional heads-of-government
meetings based on Apec.

+ The Indonesians were never go-
ing to give a final yea or nay. As it
was, they said more, and, the Aus-

tralians insist, were more positive,

than had been expected. They ex-

é)f rther action.

pressed support in principle, but |
reluctance in practice to do any-:
thing right now.

It's impossible to say whether
the proposal has a future. Maybe it !
could eventually grow into some-
thing, as Apec did. Or maybe the
Indonesians are ‘just being polite
and reégional suspicions, especially
from the Malaysians, will stymie

[

- USTRALIAN . off1c1als say
-much will depend on the

‘A Americans, who are likely
to be on hold until the presidential
election. If the Americans eventu-
ally took up the idea, that would
attract support from other coun-
tries. Keating is now adding
another layer to his call for regu-
lar regional leaders’ meetings. At
first he was concentrating on the °
argument that this was the only .
region without a heads-of-govern-
ment meeting. Now he also sug- |
gests this would be the way to keep
the Americans engaged in the
Asian Pacific area.

With the end of the Cold War,
the Americans’ military role ‘in
Asia contracts. Australia is start-
ing to be concerned about the rela-
tionship in the post-Cold War era. |
Will Australia still get its tradition- |
al special access, now it is no long- }
-er needed so much as the reliable !
ally? And how to augment Ameri- |
can interest in the region, which is
desirable for trade and other rea- )

!
i
!
]

'.sons? Keating believes the best

way to do this is through tying in
the Americans institutionally. .

Hence his interest in basing re-!
gional heads-of-government meet- i
ings on Apec, which already in-'
cludes both the Americans and the :
Japanese. ;

Keating is wisely adopting a low- i
key approach on his idea, which
has such a chancy future. He said
last night that he had no plans for
advancing it further at the. mo-
ment. The serious promotion of it
will probably have to wait until
after the election, if Keating sur-
vives. If he doesn’t, it wauld be up
to John Hewson whether to run
with the initiative or let it die a
natural death.

Michelle Grattan filed from Sura-
baya, where she is travelling with
the Prime Minister.

{distinctiveness of< the province,

The Age 24/04/92
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From Kokoda to the ‘big picture’

AUL KEATING ended his

first foreign trip as PM

with a weekend dominat-

ed by ceremony and re-
membrance, into which he inject-
ed the now-standard breath of
nationalism.

Kokoda, which the Keating par-
ty visited yesterday, symbolises
‘Australia’s most dreadful encoun-
ter with what might be dubbed
“old Asia”, the aggressive thrust
from the North that Australia has
feared for most of its history, often
without justification, but in those
years with the best of reasons.

For Keating, PNG was very
much a secondary stop of the trip.
For one thing, the contact between
the two countries, bound close by
former colonial ties, is easier and
more informal than in the case of
Indonesia, the first stop, so there is
less “specialness” about a prime
ministerial visit. Second, PNG has
an election imminent which some-
what circumscribed the talks.

But of course PNG is vitally im-
portant to Australia. While Keat-
ing made much of how crucial was
Indonesia’s present and future sta-
bility, the same might be observed
In a different, somewhat more
modest, but hardly less important
way} .

The N"gry stays loyal to the
democracy it inherited from Aus-
tralia. But it is faced with tremen-
dous problems. Bougainville re-

MICHELLE GRATTAN
I

mains unsolved. The breakdown
of law and order takes a heavy toll
on economy and society — and
was a main topic in Keating’s talks
with Prime Minister Rabbie Na-
maliu. Australia stands ready to
give more aid for internal securi-
ty, but there is some Australian
impatience that PNG has not yet
finalised a more detailed indica-
tion 'of what is to be done.

The extent of PNG’s internal se-
curity difficulties is a salutary re-
minder that if, in the longer term,
PNG went seriously off the rails,
that would have profound implica-
tions for Australia.

As a sidelight: in the category of
the trip’s ironies was the fact that
although PNG has relatively re-
cently emerged from colonialism,
Namaliu spoke as if that era were
the distant past, while Keating
talks of Australia’s colonial experi-
ence as though it were yesterday.
Keating’s Anzac Day speech drew
some private PNG criticism be-
cause it was seen as anti-British.

A 51gmf|cant outcome of Keatmg S
trip is that it has fleshed out what
we know of his views of the region.

In foreign policy, Keating is tak-
ing — to borrow his old phrase
from another context — the broad
picture.

He is focusing on long-term like-
ly strategic and economic changes
in the region, and how Australia
should position itself in light of
them.

His desire to rebalance Austra-
lia’s relations with Indonesia to
put maximum stress on the posi-
tive reflects his perception that In-
donesia is vitally important for
Australia directly and through its
Asean role. Thus the relationship
must be structured so that it is not
over-influenced by East Timor
and human rights.

More widely, Keating believes
that while the United States ad-
ministration may be committed to
maintaining its strategic engage-
ment in Asia, American domestic
pressures are likely to push for
less interest, now the US’s political
rationale for the engagement —
the Cold War — is gone.

The US has a series of treaties
with individual countries. It is also
a huge export market for Asian
nations. But Keating believes
these ties may not be sufficient to
keep the engagement at a satisfac-
tory level.

Why is the high level of US in-

volvement needed" Keating be-
lieves the region will be better po-
litically and economically for
having the world’s most powerful
liberal democracy staying en-
gaged in it.

He is also concerned to avoid a
falling out between the Japanses
and Americans, that would force
Australia to choose between its
biggest trading partner and its
most significant ally.

Keating differs somewhat from
the view Bob Hawke took of fa-
pan’s expanding role. Keating be-
lieves in Japan having a peace-
keeping role, but not a wider
military participation. Hawke did
not oppose the latter if the Japa-
nese wanted it.

Keating also believes that inthe
non-defence area, the Japanese
should be more active in pulling
their weight in shaping inter-
national institutions.

EATING’S commitment to
Kusing institutional struc-

tures to promote inter-
national interests emerged clearly
on the trip.

Bilaterally, this was evident in
the proposal, accepted by the In-
donesians, for a new Australian-
Indonesian ministerial forum.

Regionally, it is reflected in
Keating’s proposal for regular re-
gional heads of government meet-
ings based on the Asia-Pacific Eco-

1sm he

=

nomic Cooperation forum.

The exact origins of this idea
are unclear. Some sources say it
had been canvassed in discussions
between the Hawke private office
and the Prime Minister’s depart-
ment. The department’s brief to
Keating for the Bush visit pointed
out Australia was disadvantaged
by not having access to a major
heads of government meeting —
neither the South Pacific forum
nor the Commonwealth fit the bill.

‘Keating, according to sources,

added the Apec idea to this
general reference. He canvassed
his proposal with Bush.

Despite Indonesia’s caution, the
Australians are encouraged by the
fact that recently a US visiting offi-
ctal was warm about the idea, can-
vassing the possibility a meeting
might even be tacked on to the
Apec ministerial gathering the US
will host next year. While that
timetable looks a bit quick, the
suggestion has been taken as show-
ing a degree of American interest.

Other sources say the Ameri-
cans have been tossing around,
separately, such an idea.

The last big message from the
Keating trip is the degree to which
his foreign and domestic agendas
are interwoven.

The Asia thrust is not only a for-
eign and economic policy objec-
tive, but also part of the national-
is using for domestic
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purposes.

Keating’s trip has sent useful
and positive messages to the rer
gion.

However, there is a risk’ t.hat
some of the signals may backfire;
The emphasis on the colonial vess:
tiges and the flag risk suggesting to:
the Asians that Australia has much:
less of a robust national identity
than is the case.

F Keating talks big but does
I not tangibly advance the cause
of a republic and a new flag, it
raises the prospect of having sug-
gested to Indonesia and other
countries that we have a problem
— without finding a solution.
Keating’s commitment to a rela-
tionship with Indonesia that takes
some weight off human rights is
fine and desirable so long as things
go well. If there happened to be
some fresh incident in relation to
Timor, however, Keating would
face all the same problems that
emerged last year in responding,
when the Government was caught
by caucus pressures on the one
side and the calls of the “relation-
ship” on the other. He would have
to play up human rights, whatever
the Indonesians might now expect.
_For the sake of both the rela-
tionship and his domestic political
needs, Keating can only hope
there is no fresh human-rights
blip. i



Dlstrust of Asia slowly gives way

By DENIS MULLER

Australians sit with palpable unease,
and a sense of displacement, on the
southern rim of Asia.

Fifteen years of public opinion poll-
ing of attifudes to the Asian region
and Australia’s place in it provides
persuasive evidence that there is
widespread realisation of the impor-
tance of Asia (especially Japan) to
our economic future, but a long
period of adjustment lies ahead if
Australians are ever to feel they gen-
uinely belong to the region.

Our history suggests it is an adjust-
ment we perhaps do not want to
make.

There has long been a deep distrust
of Asian people among Australians of
European descent. It came out vio-
lently on the goidfields; it was inte-
grated into the fabric of the early
Labor Leagues, precursors of the
Labor Party, principally because of
concern to prevent sweated labor.

This was eventually elevated to the
status of a national racial projection
in the form of the White Australia pol-
icy. Although now discarded for near-
ly two generations, it may yet influ-
ence the thinking of people in their
50s and older. A constant pattern in
the polls is that their views on ques-
tions relating to Asia are generally
more reserved than those of younger
groups.

Another potent influence on this
group was World War II, during
which the Japanese were seen as the
only potential invaders, and the Cold
War, defined in this part of the world
very much by the domino theory of
aggressive expansion through South-
East Asia by communist China.

In these circumstances, it may not
come as a surprise that the first
article arising from a Saulwick Poll
on attitudes to Asia carried the head-
line “Australians view eight major
neighbors with a high level of dis-
trust”. That was published in April
1977.

In the poll, taken nationally from a
sample of 2000, voters were asked
about their attitudes to eight coun-
tries: Japan, Indonesia, China, India,
Vietnam, the Philippines, Papua New
Guinea and Thailand.

The respondents were asked which

fee M/“

(l/

to recogmtmn of its importance

ATTITUDES TO ASIAN COUNTRIES

Japan Indonesia China
% % %

Important

to Australia 87 38 51
Democratic 43 6 6
Aggressive 11 36 33
Trustworthy 30 6 12
On the way up 43 15 35
Possible threat

to Australia 20 34 41

India Vietnam Phil’pines PNG Thailand None
% % % % % %

16
8
5

12
8

4

Percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole number
Tables do not add up to 100 per cent, either across or down

11 19 49 14 3
2 8 34 4 30
27 5 4 6 21
4 14 31 9 36
8 10 31 6 13
15 4 3 4 23

FIRST CHOICE FOR SOURCE OF IMMIGRANTS

Country of Total Male Female Aged ‘ged University Primary White  Blue
preferred sample 21-24 59 educated educated collar  coliar
nationality (2000)  (997)  (1003) (215) (473) (190) (243) (154)  (559)
% % % % % % %
Britain 41 39 42 23 43 22 54 26 51
Northern and
Westemn Europe 25 30 21 30 30 33 i7 35 20
Southern Europe 6 6 6 5 6 5 8 9 6
Asia 6 6 6 11 5 6 5 5 4
Southemn Africa 2 2 2 4 2 4 1 2 1
Middle East 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 1
Wherever they
come from 18 16 21 26 12 30 13 22 14
Percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole number

they would describe as important to
Australia, democratic, aggressive,
trustworthy, on the way up, and likely
to be a threat to Australia. They were
allowed to name as many or as few
countries as they wished.

A remarkably high 36 per cent con-
sidered none of the eight countries
trustworthy, and there was a marked
falling off in the level of trust among
the middle-aged and older groups.

Later in the same year, another
Saulwick Poll asked people about
their attitude to immigration. There
was a general reluctance to encour-
age immigrants from anywhere, but
if we had to have them we wanted
them from Britain and northern and
western Europe.

Asia, southern Europe, southern
Africa and the Middle East were un-
popular as sources of immigration.

Among people over 45, support for
Asia as a source was less than half
that of people under 25.

The question was repeated 11 years
later, in 1988. Asia was still much less
preferred as a source of immigranis
than Britain or Western Europe, but
the generational difference had
reversed itself. People over 55 were
by then more willing to encourage im-
migrants from Asia than were people
under 24.

Murray Goot, an associate profes-
sor of politics at Macquarie Universi-
ty, recently published a review of
Australian opinion polls on immigra-
tion covering the period 1984 to
1990.* He says that not since the Viet-
nam War has a single issue in so short
a time generated such a‘rash of polls.

“Not only have most of the polis
indicated majority opposition to the
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general rate of immigration, most
have also indicated majority opposi-
tion to the rate of Asian immigra-
tion,” he wrote. “In four of the 13
polls conducted since 1984, at least
twice as many have said the numbe
of Asians corming to Australia is to
great as have said the number |
about right or too few.”

He qualifies this by saying that n
all the polls point in the same dir¢
tion, and that the wording of the qu
tions and the context in which tr
are asked can make a real differel
to the response.

The final measure of Austral
attitudes to the region that has b
frequentiy used by the Saulwick ]
is attitude towards different sour
of foreign investment.

Il

Here Australians’ preferences ¢
are clear. In 1988, and again
month, European and Ameri
investment was preferred to Asi¢

It is little wonder, then, that as
about the big picture — do we
ourselves as part of Asia or sepa
— nearly seven out of 10 say s
rate. This sense of displacemel
reinforced by the finding from a «
panion question that showed
nearly as many Australians ima
that Asians see us as separate tc

But despite these well-docume: |
attitudes, Australia’s ties with
region and with Asian people h
grown considerably in recent ye
More Australians take holidays
Asia; there is a growing body of As
language teaching in our scho
trade with Asian countries has gro
more than with any other regi
there has been a strong growth
Asian tourism to Australia.

Finally, Australia has absorbed

substantial number of Asian imn
grants in recent years. While this hi
been accompanied by sometimes vi
orous debate, it has been accon
plished, despite high levels of unem
ployment, with little evidence o
racial tension.
* Opinion as Paradox: Australian
Attitudes to the Rate of Immigration
and the Rate of Asian Immigration
1984-1990. International Journal o]
Public Opinion Research, Vol. ¢
No. 3.
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Michael Gordon "“‘w,l
travelled with the Prime |
Minister this week to '
Indonesia and New

' Guinea. Here he L
| assesses the success of .,

Mr Keating’s tour.

HE accused wore a cﬁeck §nir,t .
I and an impassive expression.-
He took notes with a black pen

on white legal paper and spoke in a [
* soft, measured tone. Like another L

blue-jeaned defendant two .
courtrooms down the hall, he was *
fighting for his life.

Fernando de Araujo’s composure

' was all the more remarkable given

the steam-bath atmosphere of the . -
Jakarta Central Court.
Periodically, the prosecutor

interrupted his monologue to wipe the [

lather of perspiration from his brow ° '

. and neck. Mr de Araujo, a 26-year-old

student from Bali, seemed
impervious. He stands accused of .
being a member of a clandestine pro- .

East Timor organisation. The charge - !

. is subversion. o .
Down the hallway, Joao Freitas da
Camara was facing the same charge."

- otherwise — that he organised a

]
I
They say — and he doesn’t pretend I}
|
|

. demonstration in Jakarta to protest at

the massacre at Dili last November.

The unfolding drama on the third
floor of the Jakarta Central Court was |
one element of the East Timor

. backdrop to Paul Keating’s first

* overseas visit as Prime Minister, a

* visit that, despite some impressions to .

. the contrary, should be considered a.

7, qualified success.

Qualified, because Mr Keating did

* Timor (in truth, he had not expected

. any). Qualifiéd, too, because he
gained only luke-warm backing for

' his idea for regular meetings of
regional leaders. _ ___

1
|
not win any concessions on East SI
!
'
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"+ listed as missing. It remains,
- | incomplete. '

But a success nevertheless, even on _
the issue of human rights. The Prime

Minister did unambiguously reflect
Australian concerns without
undermining his primary goal in
making Indonesia his first destination
— achieving closer ties that will
; produce mutual economic benefits.
Along the way, he even managed to
make his own, distinctive mark as a
., diplomat, expressing some rather- -
. pointed views without causing
. offence. Consider this one to a
* gathering that included senior
Indonesian politicians and diplomats:
“Freedom of <xpression should never
be anything for people to fear. Not in
Indonesia. Not anywhere.”
This freedom, however, is at the

’ : " -+ very heart of the cases before the -

., Jakarta Central Court. .
The day ‘The Sunday Age’ visited
the courtroom Paul Keating spoke for

* " two hours with President Soeharto.

The maximum penalty in the two
subversion cases is death. The more
likely prospect appears to be a hefty
“ ‘prison term — 10 years, 2( years or

" even life. The five cases in Jakarta,

( and another eight involving similar _

- charges in Dili, are one side of the

, aftermath to the incident of 12

November. )
The other is the side Mr Keating

. refers to when he praises-the .

" Indonesian government’s “credible”

response — “dinkum” was the
| adjective Bob Hawke used. It has seen
two inquiries and resulted in the
! sacking, suspension or court martial
of 13 military-officers, including two
* generals, and-an undertaking to
account for the 90 people who are still

/
4
Both sides were canvassed in Sorfie
depth during Mr Keating’s talks with
President Soeharto on Wednesday .

} Mr Keating expressed concern that.
| political demonstrators involved in
i

i_non-violent political protest were

2 €/¢ /52

| being deali with under the criminal

| code. He expressed the hope that they

i would be dealt with fairly and
humanely and appealed for
reconciliation.

I Mr Alatas replied that attempts to

| win over the “hearts and minds” of

{ the East Timorese had been

| @nterpreted in the past by

i independence supportérs as signs of
weakness. On the issue of criminal

| sanctions for non-violent political

} protest he conceded nothing, noting

i the *“dichotomy” between attitudes of
the Indonesians and Australians.
Those who broke the Indonesian law
would be punished, he said.

Mr Keating did not, even during a
briefing with the Defence Minister, = ~
Mr Beni Murdani, ask about the state
of the official inquiry or about
progress in locating the missing 90..

3

|

t

;

| But the very strong view in Jakarta

)' was.that the Prime Minister pushed

the issue as hard and directly as he

‘ could without being counter-

! productive. As one well-placed .

| observer remarked: “The harder you

i push, the less likely you are to

1‘ succeed. If you want to know what

| really happened in Dili, applying

) pressure will not get you the answers.’
The more embarrassing you make it

| for the Indonesians, the less likely it

. is that any progress will be made.”

l Understandably, the Keating thrust
z has been to pitch forward, to seek -
{Iore economic opportunity and more -
|tolerance in East Timor, rather than

I" to linger on an event that cannot be

, erased. .

| But, as the Prime Minister well

» knows, it is not that easy. As long as

i de Araujo, da Camara and the others

, remain in the dock, with a death
sentence an even remote possibility,
the focus will be two-way: on what has
Ihappened in East Timor as well as on
what should happen. ]



‘ INDONESIA' -has: given a
i lukewarm reponse to Austral-
ian -coricerns .about 'the ‘leni-
-ency. of senténces Handed out
“to military officers’ involvel'} i
last Ndvember s - Dm
massacre

- A summary, of the vislt to

i Ca.nberra. last week by-a sén=
-jor Indonesiin . minister.. §
Radius Prawiro, shows:He. de-

L fended the sentencing. prOCcéss
“when confronted. by the Min=
"ister . for- F‘oreign Affah's 1
Senator Evans

Senator Evans told Mr Pra-
. wiro; = - -Indoneésia’s. . Co-
| ordinating ‘Minister,’ for Eéo-

[ noinic, Financial. and Indus-|

i trial Affairs, Australia was
disturbed that- ‘military ‘offi<
! clals had reteived lesser seiits

|ences tha.n unarmed prdtes~

| LIS, -

-

I nesian ‘éoncern..
issue -that its embasay - has
{ provided a relatiVelydetaﬂed
desprlptlon of 'Mr Pra\m‘o'

'reply
He told Senator Evang: thaz;
" a different legal: code. ‘wab.aps
| plied by the ¢ivilian’ court'and!
, milltary trlbuna.ls m Ind fes

[ “He stressed that: m the case
‘ of- military-- personnel sdme
lost their careers or: ‘were dis:
| missed,” the embassysaxd
{  “The. minister . also -reiter-
I ated that’ the -actions. ta.kem
were in line with the- mstruc-
tions of the' Président,” espe..
cially the establishmentofithé|
[ National Inquiry. Commission |
and “‘the M.llt.a,rv Bnnourl
I Councu' S R

Wat

%}iiends»

t._process
By forelgn affairs wnter 4
CAMERON STEWART

| However, itisa signof: Ix'ldo-l .
‘aboyt - the|

2y zx,ﬁé 7;,

M Prawiro said the ] Indone-
sla.n .Goyernment . played no.
i part in determin.lng the sentw
ences.
| -“Indonesian courtsof jusuce
I are independent institutions
| and are free from government |
! lnterVentlon,'{ ‘the. embassy
! sald.
' “An official inqun—y found
| that Indohesian - troops overs
| réacted to the protests in East
| Timor, a Portuguese: colony
annexed by Indéonesia in 1976 |
Australia has. ¢onveyed ' lts]
c0ncems about: the: fact:that :
trials for civilians invélvéd 1n
- the massacre have resulted in
imprisonment sentences: ’ of
| between six months: and: 10
i years, whilesenterices :in:the
I military. trials -‘have :rayiged:
| from‘onlyeighttolamonths. :

PANBER &d%
~group
: condemns |

“soldiers’

2 syt

"_-senten‘c"es

N

[ "AFP reportstHat the Daltsd
| States under-secrétaiiiof defd

.| ence, Mr Paul Wolféwitzi said |

U ini-Jakarta ‘that: Indoﬂesfas
response to the't ‘Was|
“a piece of unﬂhished thsi-'
4~,‘ness“ Co

. The November 12 ﬂﬁng by
troops left at least 50 ofﬂciauy
dead, aithough not all of ‘the"
‘bodies have beén recovered.;
dccording to an offictal " iri-
quiry. Independént sources:
say as many as 90 protesters.
have disappeared since.

Mr Wolféwitz said the US’
applauded the disciplmary ac-
tions but he declined to cor-"

dent Suharto

 trials " were . {stage -map<.
-aged” 1o appease
tmnal criticism, "

Yesterdays condem:
. nation came a day. after, a
Dili- court sentenced an|
East Timorese dissident:

"charged with- subversxon

‘10 15 years imjailovérthe

. incidént — the- toughest
- punishment so far for any- f

-of the dissidénts charged. |
‘Francisco Miranda
Branco, 41, received the:
maximum- jail term for.
"the charge.
‘Prosecutors accused
the former civil servant of -
“anti-Indonesian actwl-.

Iiles, culmmatmg in the
i demonstration-

which !
preceded the massacre. .';
Asia Watch.-said sen-
tences imposed on- nine
"soldiers and one police-
man over the massacre —,
lthe toughest was 18
months in jail — were
| very light compared to
l those handed out to East
. Timorese dissidents. ‘
Asia Watch called on:
the international commu-
nity to continue to push_
Indonesia for a better re-
_sponse to the November
*12 massacre in which at
Jeast 50 people were shot '
dead by Indonesian:
troops. ’
Next month’s meeung
of Indonesia’s aid donors'
. provided an excellent op-
portunity to push the is- !
sue with Jakarta, the New .

I York-based human-nghts \
id.” — e |

CANBERRA TIMES 24]06/92

ment on his talks with Presl-;
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| Elections in E Timor::,
. Foreign journalists will be ws |
. allowed to cover the June i
. parliamentary elections in all ... ;
. Indonesian provinces, including™
! the former Portuguese colony of<

East Timor. “Foreign press are__ ’

., allowed to cover East Timor as—'
-+ long as they have applied for _.°

permission before,” the Antara *°

{ _newsagsqncy said, East Timor ™|

¢ had béen-closed to people not..~: |

* holding security clearances ...,

! from Indonesian authorities. <~

<+ until January 1989~ 7 ..l

oy : 4 . —AFP"
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J demonstration a

~ Court urged to.
L ] [ ] ® M .
jail Timorese |
JAKARTA: A prosecutor
yesterday called for 13 years' |
jail for an East Timorese -
accused of masterminding a |
week af
the ‘Dili massacre in Nove:x?-“'
ber last year, . : !
Joao Freitas Da Camara, 37 (
was charged at the centrai
State court in Jakarta with
sqbversion in connection '
with anti-government activi- |
tles,_mcluding planning and ;
holding the demonstration on 4

November 19, which att,
70 youths. ’ ra.lcted ]

)
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Indonesia bans Dutch aid |

f
! JAKARTA: Indonesia yes-
! terday banned all organisa-
‘§ tions, including those with no
I links to the Government,
from accepting financial aid
! from The Netherlands.
*The ban also covered assist-
ance from Dutch non-govern-
{ mental organisations recelv-
iing funding from their
| Government, the Minister for
i Home Affairs, General Ru-
' dini, said yesterday.
| The ban, in  a ministerial
' decree General Rudini signed
+ on Friday, comes a’ month
" after Jakarta rejected Dutch
1 aid, citing The Hague's “reck-

i less use of development as-.

sistance as an instrument of |
intimidation, or as a tool ;
threatening Indonesia”. !

General Rudini said: “With !
the Government’s decision in :
March, all activities having '
the Dutch Government: as,
tr.cir source of funding should 4
autc.matically cease.

- “Thercfore all non-govem-\
mental crganisations shouldl
also stop \2ccepting) the as-,
sistance in L.1e with the soul
and spirit of therule” - !

The decree affected founda-
- tions and profession. 1 groups. .

AFP '
a
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- Self-righteous brickbats for Asia strike close to home

' WHEN he was asked this week about
corruption in Indonesia, Dick Woolcott,
" the former head of the Foreign Affairs
Department, former ambassador to Ja-
karta and distinguished member of the
1 “ASEAN mafia”, replied with his char-
acteristic drollness. “Yes,” he said, “I
| have to admit it — corruption does exist
beyond the borders of Queensland and
. NSwW.”
. As always with Woolcott, there was a
point to the smoothness. And the point
. was that it is easy to exaggerate the
differences between Asian societies
‘and Australia.

The killings in Thailand have regret-
tably been the occasion for some to
argue that Asian societies are ir-
‘redeemably alien to Australia, funda-
mentally different in a way that se-
verely limits the fruitful interaction we
| can have with them.

David Jenkins in The Sydney Morn-
1'ing Herald used the killings to argue
that Prime Minister Paul Keating was
wrong to suggest that our liberal demo-
cratic political system will do us good
rather than harm in our relations with
Asia. Jenkins wrote: “There may be a
trend towards pluralism in some parts
of Asia. But to claim that our democ-
racy makes us a ‘natural fit’ in a liber-
alising Asia is a bit of a whopper.”
Jenkins seems to have got the point
about the events in Thailand entirely

GREG
SHERIDAN

wrong. The real lesson these events
have to teach is that the Thai people
will not accept a system in which the
military undemocratically dominates.

If we are looking for Asians pro-
foundly committed to the values of de-
mocracy and human rights, we need
look no further than the streets of
Bangkok. It was precisely the commit-
ment of ordinary Thais to democracy
which saw hundreds of them sacrifice
their lives to achieve that democracy.

It is rather strange then to say that
“Asian” traditions set them perma-
nently apart from us. Why not look to
the tradition of extraordinary civic
courage on the part of urban popula-
tions which in Bangkok and Manila
have removed undemocratic govern-
ments?

A view similar to that of Jenkins was

put by the editor of Quadrant, Robert
Manne, in the December 1991 issue of
that magazine. Writing in response to
the Dili massacre, Manne commented:
“Geographically speaking, Australia is
an island to the south of the Asian
archipelago. Culturally speaking we are

. an island off the coast of Sussex.
Our relationship with ‘Asia’ begins as a
problem. We proclaim that Australia is
a part of Asia. We know in our hearts
that it is not.”

To call Australia “culturally an island
off the coast of Sussex” ignores the
whole of post-World War II Australian

one time the British (“the wogs start at
Calais”) and later the Americans who,
desiring to avoid entanglement in Eur-
ope’s inevitable wars, prevented Presi-
dent Wilson from taking them into the
League of Nations after World War I.

Yet when Asians do something we
don’t like, it is easy for some to jump to
the conclusion that this is because of
their “Asian-ness” and it is therefore
fruitless for us to think that we could
ever enjoy with them the same kind of
intimacy we can allegedly enjoy with
European or North American nations
(plus New Zealand).

¢ The two great destructive
ideas were made in Europe 9

cultural development. More.  intrig-
uingly, it is interesting that Manne and
Jenkins and others who argue that way
never make a similar response to, say,
the civil war in Yugoslavia, to conclude
that the shocking conflicts of Europe
indicate that there is an inherent mad-
ness about Europeans which makes
them inevitably and irredeemably dif-
ferent from us.

To argue in this fashion would, of
course, be ridiculous, although it was

-once the sort of attitude shared by at

But when Asian countries have been
behaving at their worst, it is often in
emulation of some European example.
Japanese imperialism in the first half
of this century was a conscious attempt
to copy the successful European coun-
tries of that time.

The most destructive Asian be-
haviour since World War II has been
carried out by communist nations, in
particular China, North Vietnam,
North Korea and the communist
Khmer Rouge in Cambodia. Yet com-

munism is exquisitely a European
ideology, born and brought forth by
Karl Marx from the reading room of
the British Museum.

Indeed, the two great destructive
ideas of this century, communism and
Nazism, ~are pure-bred, made-in-
Europe creations. And a little over a
mere century ago we were massacring
Aborigines in this then very European
society of our own.

" All of this continental point-scoring

can be fairly sterile but it is necessary
to demonstrate the fatuousness of at-
tributing things we don’t like in Asia to
the “Asian-ness” of the people or the
cultures, or to draw from specific
events permanent conclusions about
the nature of the cultures of our neigh-
bours in East Asia.

A better indication of how well socie-
ties will respect the human rights we
particularly value — freedom of expres-
sion, habeas corpus, political freedom,
etc — is their level of affluence. Japan’s
democracy is not exactly the same as
ours (but then neither is anybody
else’s) but Japan is undoubtedly a free
society.

South Korea and Taiwan are East
Asian societies which have followed the
classic pattern of long periods of eco-
nomic growth producing a large, stable
middle class that demanded and got

political liberalisation. Both those soci-
eties are now democracies. Essentially
the same dynamics are at work in Sing-
apore and Malaysia.

Indonesia’s ambassador to ‘Australia,
Sabam Siagian, pointed out last week
that while human rights, as we would
define them in Australia, are very im-
portant to Indonesians, it is not en-
tirely irrelevant to human rights that
an impoverished, underdeveloped coun-
try has achieved food self-sufficiency.

The central point of the hugely fa-
mous but widely misunderstood Fran-
cis Fukuyama essay on foreign policy,
The End of History, was that certain
ideas, which might be called liberal
ideas, about how societies ought to be
run had become nearly universal and
the remaining question was how they
would apply in practice.

An earlier generation of Western phi-
losophers produced a similar idea, in
the now sadly neglected tradition of
the Natural Law, the idea that some
ethical notions are basic and funda-
mental to all societies.

The Prime Minister is right. Our
democratic way of life does make us a
“natural fit” with all that is alive and
dynamic and progressive in East Asia.

Our tendency to self-righteous hum-
bug and unsophisticated moralising —
now that’s another thing altogether.

h d
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Lest W@"forget East Ti

MR KEATING chose to at J'home and abroad is that
commemorate Anzac 'Day on we| have now assumed a
the Kokoda Trail, honouring similar role with respect to
the people of Papua New Indonesia.

Guinea who sacrificed them-  His visit was a lost oppor-
selves alongside Australianis. tunity for Australia to take a
as part of our ;region’s principled approach to inter-
struggle against a foreign national relations, and to
military invader 50 years ago. bring home the message to
. To get to Papua New our neighbours that our
Guinea, he flew over East commitment to the people of
Timor. Some 40,000 East our region does not exclude
Timorese also lost their livles | those closest to us, and those
during the Japanese occil-- to, whom we owe so much:
pation of their island. Thosie the East Timorese.

sacrifices too should be prO- The human rights  situ-
perly acknowledged: by MIr- afjon in East Timor has sig-
Keating and his Govern- pificantly deteriorated since

ment. . __ the massacre last November. .
Instead, he has chosen 1.0 Although it is difficult to ob-
align  himself and his tdin information from Dili,

- Government with Indonesia the reports which are trick-

in its appalling treatment Of ling out reveal how grave
the people of East Timor. Ele -things have become. Beat-
was heard on Australidn jy gs, interrogations, deten-
national radio congratulating “tions, torture and even “dis-
the Suharto _regime for gppearances” are being
bringing “stability? to our jpflicted on the East Timor-
region, and for “holding tlile se on a daily basis. Several
archipelago together”. ast Timorese are currently
How many hundreds i0f gn trial and facing draconian
thousands of killings, both in Jenalties for simply having
East Timor and - indeied dared to participate in peace-
thlx;oughout Indonesia, does] It ful demonstrations. .
take to exceed the price Jne | s ; spportun-
believes is worth paying®for- {t;rr }flgie_l\}lsr %gé?i?i'ggggﬁa “fo
gl}lqtcgonvemence of.this “sta- Jystralia, to take a leading
Ly ! role in addressing the plight

~ A feature of his rhetoric in : ! iy
Indonesia was the; need tor I the Bast Timorese now: if

Australia to be independemb%n :
And yet this important mess-#.1 ¢ oL be a second chance,
age has been rendered en-
tirely hollow by his cravie
submission to the Indonesian
Government on the issue of
human rights. He may well
have convinced the. woirld
that Australia has shrugged
off its subservience to Bri- !
tain, but the indelible im- = !
! pression he has now ‘created

wes to the people of East
Timor for the enormous

ago against another invading
foreign military power.

R. GOLDFLAM
And 43 residerits

e fail to act, there may well .
"And we~will 'never ‘be-able-to
repay the debt this country

sacrifices they made 50 years.

Alice Springs, NT

THE article by Paddy
McGuinness (The Australian,
23/4) says of the Indonesian
policy of East Timor, “ . "
while it has often been
brutal, it has never smacked
of genocide”.

Estimates from John 'G.
Taylor’s thoroughly re-
searched book Indonesia’s
Forgotten War indicate that
of. East Timor’s original
population of 690,000 in 1975
before Indonesian occu-
pation, at least a quarter of
that figure have been killed
since by the Indonesian mili-
tary, either as a ‘result of
shooting, murder, starvation
or disease. Does this not
qualify as genocide?

His article ' further -says
that Keating’s “finest
achievement is the success
with which he has punctured
the pointless hostility to
Indonesia”.

If we conveniently choose
to forget the plight and just

" aspirations of our World
War II helpers and close
neighbours in favour of

appeasing another aggressive

neighbour for economic pur- -

poses then so be it. But from

. there I hope to never hear

.anyone who favours the
.economic argument ever
expressing any attempt ac
~sincerity over human rights
issues, anywhere, especially
and

South Africa, Iraq

.+ China.

. HENRY WILKINSON
Rushcutters Bay, NSW

AUSTRALIANS who love
to be told (most recently by
Mr Keating) that we don’t

media—favourites—such-—as—-

12]

Ffﬁz?r*zzztgzgw
L

mor

bow and scrape to anyone
should applaud Indonesian |
President Suharto for taking
the same stand at his State !
dinner for our Prime Min-:
ister. :

!

Unfortunately, we've had a
long siege of trendy brain-?
washing on a range of issues
urging us to give ground to.
foreign opinion regardless of |
our own. And, in that con-'
text, Mr Keating’s latest pos-:
ture is refreshing despite its
ugly style. ' !

Let us hope it will also*
mean there will be no more!’
top or near-top level support .
for those who put rant
before reason in the false"
belief that they can intimi-
date other countries into-
compliance with a foreign
voice. -

Despite media bias, I still
think former prime minister
Whitlam was right in recog-:
nising Indonesia’s move into
East Timor — left for dead,
by Portugal and about to
become a communist vassal,
via Fretilin, right ol In-.
donesia’s vulnerable border.

Those who recognise facts!
know—how-— close-—Indonesia ;
came to a communist-
takeover under Sukarno and;
how diffieult it has-bsen tu™
bring to order a 12,000-island '
country debilitated by *an#
unstable leader relying, onj

charisma and hysteria to’:
hold power. Little wonder
East Timor looked like a re-:
turning nightmare, _w1t3hl
foreign-funded border infil-,
tration by political terrorlstsl
‘a certainty. |
W. W. MITCHELL

Willetton, WA l

297 %] 72

" Dili sol

{ martials
members involve

yesterday.

military’s
Major General

Dili, East Timor,
the hands of

'Trial soon for | - .

JAKARTA: The Indonesian
{ military expected the court
of armed

‘massacre to begin before elec-
tions were held on June 9, the
Berita Buana daily reported

The chief executive of the
. Supreme

he had heard that legal docu-
ments concerning nine sold-
iers to be tried in relation tol
the November 12 shooting in

-

diers -

forces
d .in the Dili

Court,
Suhadi, said

were now in
the military

s T/ 29/ 4—/-/_91_

| prosecution office.
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Keating

Australian flag

on human rights and democracy,

+ “I find it hard to accept that'gomng

into the world will mean compro-
'mising our democracy.”

- — Paul Keating, 7'April 1992,

i N his now famous foreign pol-
< _icy speech to the Asia-Austra-,
lia Institute a month ago, our’

i< new chum Prime Minister;
‘had much to say about his blinding,
{yiSiEm of our future, how we will.
zast-aside the old-school shackles
5f 'Europe and venture forth bold-

i

y towards our Asian destiny. |
i *“We don't go to 'Asia cap in
1fid,” he declared. “We go as we
e .:.. unambivalently, sure of]|
~ho,we are and what we stand for.
f we-are to be taken seri'ously,|
eliéved, trusted, that is the only'
yay to go.” ) !
" In Jakarta last week, Mr Keat—i
ag tight not have had his cap in
and,-but he was certainly still ini
_plématic short pants and, as be-
ts:the class know-all, took a bruis-
‘g lesson in realpolitik from one;
¢ the neighborhood’s‘most street-
1ise. boys. . i
» Mr Keating may have been sure|
£ what he stood for in Jakarta but|
* was not so clear to those watch-i
1g:back home. He may also have'
oriviriced himself that hé was|
1ken seriously by the wily Presi-/
arit: Suharto, but the evidence is
{at he gave away much and re,-\
3ived precious little in return. _|

| The Keating visit fo Indonesia
was, in fact, a diplomatic coup for,

_ the Suharto regime, domesticallyj

and internationally. Just two
imonths ahead of elections in Indo-,
inesia and with international con-’
‘cern still strong over the Dili mas-

)

sacre, Mr Keating went to Jakarta,
,apparently determined to ingrati-\
‘ate himself with “the region’s un-
‘disputed, elder statesman” — and,|
:conversely, to accept a role as sup-
iplicant novice on our behalf —
‘and happy to sweep East Timor,
{and the broader issues of system-,
:atic human rights abuse, under his,
'welcoming red carpet. o

N his banquet speech Mr Keat-!
I ing made only a fleeting refer-!

ence to East Timor-and was:
‘rewarded with a curt declaration
by President Suharto that Indone-!
‘rsia would not tolerate foreign in-
terference.. Mr Keating claims to‘
have presented_his views in prie‘j
wvate talks with the President, who
graciously agreed to “take theml
‘on board”. L
l%?Mr Keating made no mention

»E\iﬁ"ate‘ver‘ of East Timor during

‘[talk’s‘-;iwitli the Defence Minister;
{Geriéral Benny Murdani — the
'man responsible for the troops

. Iwho did the killing in Dili and who

fwarnied a year before the massa
icré that'he would “wipe out” any,
jdissent in the territory. __ _ -
” Mr Keating praised the Suharto
\Government’s 25-year success in

imaintaining the unity and stability;

. lof Indonesia — “one of the-most

isignificant and beneficial events”
lin Australia’s strategic history.
{There was, of course, no acknow-
lédgeient that tlia'tTmtyrhad}
been achieved through often bru-
tal military repression, had cost,
hundreds of thousands of lives and:

ad left a single family with a fi-+
nancial empire with multi-billion-/
:dollar revenues spreading
|throughout the Indonesian’ econo-,

my. .
L ¥n his declaration of business as:
sual with Indonesia, and by his

earlier decision to abandon the in-,
creasing Western nexus between‘i
aid and human . rights perfor-;
mance, Mr Keating has certainlyi
compromised continuing inter-
national efforts to pressure Jakar-
ita to grant a better deal to the Ti-
'morese. If Australia has agreed to
get - the -issie, aside, Mr Suharto’,
-may fhow say,” why should other,'
imore distant nations persist with/
it? - . o
. Ingiving such a ringing endorse-|
ment to the Suharto leadership on
the eve of parliamentary elec-
tions, Mr Keating also sent a clear,
essage. to the growing ranks of:
‘Indonesians seeking a fairer and,
more democratic society: while
lAustralia, in its leader’s words,,
will not “compromise” its demo-
cratic principles, it is willing to see
justice and dignity denied others
fin the perceived interests of its
‘own security and prosperity. . |
' Yet for all of this propaganda:
windfall, Mr Suharto repaid little.

iAs well -as giving absolutely no
ground on East Timor, the Indone-'
sians were cool on proposals for'
closer defence cooperation .and,
were lukewarm on Mr Keating’si
bold plan for regular meetings of;

iregional leaders. About the only:
thing they agreed to was for a,
'more formal program of ministe-'
rial meetings. ‘
Behind Mr Keating's approach!

in Indonesia is his belief that in
lour new era embracing Asia we'
must get away from divisive 'and |
often ineffectual moralising and!
|sharpen’ our focus on commerce!
'— ‘‘getting psychologically!
|stripped down to trade with Asia",l
“as he puts it. But while Mr Keating
‘might still be -in the changing'
irooms, there'are plenty of other;
;Australians who’ve been sweating|
it out on the Asia trail for years. {

. 1" In a’speech to the Austr'alian-i

‘Asian Association of Victoria this
week, the head of the Asian stud-|
ies. ggpgtment _at_Monash. _Uni-.

Wersity, Professor Bruce Jacobs,’

ipointed out that over the past twol
ito three decades Australia hasj
“gradually and relatively ‘quietlvi
reoriented itself from a European*
outpost to an increasingly integral
jpart of the Asia-Pacific region”. -

| seven of Australia’s top 10 ex-;
iport markets are now in Asia, five:
'of our top 10 import sources are'
;Asian and nine Asian countries ac-
count for 54 per cent of exports!
and 36 per cent of imports (com-|
pared'with 12 per cent of exports|
‘to and 22 per cent of imports from|
the European Community). )
. ‘Implicit in the Keating thesis is;
ithe notion that vigorous advocacy
,of human rights is incompatible:
lwith trade success, and that in
'seeking to expand our Asian ties
}we move from a position of weak:
ness or at least estrangement.
| The myth that speaking out on
human rights is bad for business is:
exploded by Australia’s experi-
ence with China. Our forceful con;,
demiation and imposition of sanc-
tions after the Tiananmen
massacre has not interfered with
the prowth of trade '

- —

ﬁ}ofes—sbf Jacobs debunks the)

idea that Australians should “tug!
our forelocks and take a submis-
sive stance” in dealing with ‘Asia.
He. says. that Australia, with thel
third largest GDP in Asia (after
Japan and China) — triple that of
Indonesia and exceeding all the
‘Asean nations combined — is an
Iimpor.tant middle-ranking world,
power with the economic strength'
to be a key player in the region. '

F course our future must]

10 be in partnership with!
| Asia, a truism long before
Paul Keating stumbled on another .
potential device to help rescue:
him from political oblivion. What'
Mr Keating has failed to recognise
]is that we can be both a successfulj -
trading partner in our neighbor-
thood and a champion of human
rights and . democracy, without
mecessarily being arrogant or!
overbearing in defence of those
wviews. . . .
! What offends a few autocrats is
what endears Australia and its so-
‘¢iety to vast numbers of their long-!
suffering subjects — and the hun=§
dreds of thousands of Asians whoj
have voted with their. feet to mi-|
grate-here. Australia will win its)
way in the region and the world:
standing up for its beliefs and prin-)
ciples, not by hiding or making
apologies for them in some ill-con-!
lceived hope of short-term advan-
tage.

The Age 01/05/92
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- Mr Keating, mee
BT : @
' the Dalai Lama 7wy
ol c .
| i A =~ MAN cf peace offers Mr Paul Keating a splendid . |
! . A opportunity to demonstrate that he really is a two- !
{ fisted, hairy-chested nationalist who cringes before
« '+ no’foreign power. All the Prime Minister -has to do is to
meet the 14th Dalai Lama, the spiritual leader of Tibet,
, Who is now touring Australia.-A meeting with the Dalai -
- Lama would reveal that Mr Keating had the courage to
_ ,J Iresist diplomatic pressure from China, which invaded Tibet
| ‘and butchered its people 33 years ago, and which is still
|: trying to stop foreign countries officially acknowledging
I' the gentle and witty Buddhist monk who won' the Nobel
i Peace Prize in 1989, )
P At present, Mr Keating, apparently seeking to appease
i.! China, seems inclined to leave it to the Foreign Minister,
g! Senator Evans, to meet the Dalai Lama as briefly and as
| unobtrusively.as possible. It should stiffen the Prime
. .;% Minister’s resolve to.learn that the Dalai Lama has been ’
“, met recently by President Bush and the British Prime '
- { Minister, Mr Major, despite Chinese diplomatic pressure. ’
Surely the flag-obsessed Mr Keating would not show less L
‘diplomatic courage than an English Tory or a Connecticut Jj
, Yankee (sorry, Téxan). o . '
- More importantly, an official meeting between the
Prime Minister and the Dalai Lama would demonstrate
i that Australia is seriously concerned about the human

{

+ rights of peaceful people oppressed by foreign invaders. Mr. -

i Keating urgently needs to establish his human rights ’
' éredentials following his guarded attitude in Jakarta

| recently towards the In/donesian Army’s massacre of b
I civilians in Dili, East Timor, last November. He might ;

! reflect that his predecessor Mr HawkKe, who was more

. cautious when it came to' macho-nationalist posturing, did -

|t not allow concern over ‘China’s possible reaction to deter .

| him from offering visa extensions to Chinese students in

' Australia following Tiananmen Square. Mr Keating, who is

quick to condemn others as lickspittles, cannot credibly

assume standards less rigorous than Mr Hawke's.

. The bottom line is that the Dalai Lama represents the

‘Tibetan people, who are still suffering under brutal Chinese
pccupation. He is a man of enormous moral authority,. i

‘which is why the Chinese fear him. His presence in

o Australia challenges the Prime Minister to demonstrate

-| Ihat he, like the Dalai Lama, is not intimidated .by Chinese
l" aggression.

emmmne e R
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' By KEVIN CHILDS
[ Two rubbish bins and a signed’ por-
itrait of the Queen were about all
‘that Mr Phil Cleary, the indepen-
i dent MP who has taken over the seat
:of Wills, found in his electorate
: office,
“They’ve .taken all the files,” he
i'said yesterday, “and it’s disgrace-
{ ful.” A member of his staff said of
. the previous occupants: “They
scorched the earth.”
Mr Cleary, who took over from the
former Prime Minister, Mr Bob
Hawke, showed the Queen’s portrait
' yesterday. It stood on the carpet fac-
"ing the wall. On its back was a note
of best wishes from two former elec-
' torate staff and the ALP candidate
'for Wills, Mr Bill Kardamitsis. A
. map of the electorate was the only
| item on the office walls. yesterday,
‘apart from picture hooks. Even the
| office kettle was gone.
'. As we talked, a staff member
| interrupted to say that twice in half
‘ an hour someone had telephoned to
follow-up information in the missing
‘ﬂles. v
After three sitting days in Parlia-
. ment, Mr Cleary has yet to speak
in the House of Representatives.
“There has been a little bit of banter
‘about who’s courting me.” He has
; Spoken to a wide range of MPs and
' senators.
Yesterday Phil Cleary was out of
' the suit he had worn to Parliament
‘and into a stained white sweater,
i black overcoat and jeans. Coburg, as
. he said on his first-ever visit to Can-
berra this week, is a long way from

the national capital. An aide was

interviewing a woman with a tattoo
above her right ankle about a threat
.;to deport her husband.
', Mr: Cleary is trying to. stop
‘Ianother deportation. And he is try-

|2

Cleary back to bleak
realities of Coburg

_ Return of the native: Mr Cleary outside his oﬁice in Ceburg yesterday. ,

ing to find work for a woman who
has been jobless for six months and
has a mortgage to meet.

His impression of Parliament is of
an unreal and soporific atmosphere.
“What you notice is that the banter
in the House takes on a life of its
‘own to such an extent that the par-
ticipants often don’t see the lack of
connection between their activities
and the thinking that is going on in
the community.”’

Canberra offered such comfort
and elitism that even good people

could become compromised and]
develop a fetish for'\power, he said.

For now, Mr Cleary is focusing on
social welfare cuts, the plight of tex-'
tile industries and East Timor. He\

. plans to hammer these issues,
. through questions on notice.

Last night he was back coaching
his Coburg VFA side for tomorrow’s:
game, his first time at training since
becoming an MP. He worries about’
being away from fund-raising for.
the club, which he said had been,
good practice for becoming an MP.

The Age 02/05/92

| Government moves on Dili crosses”

' By MARGARET EASTERBROOK 7, These included easing access for human
, Canberra { q rights organisations and parllam%ntarlans
to East Timor and allowing local Timorese

;The Federal IG;) vernment whifng tted representatives to directly influence the
another regulation - empowering distribution of $30 million aid allocated to

iremove 124 crosses placed outside the

-~ Indonesian Embassy in fnemory of victims

.of last year’s'Dili massacre.

; The crosses were replaced after the
‘Federal ‘Court found anomalies in Com-
‘monwealth regulations specially gazetted
‘in January to allow the Foreign Minister,
iSenator Evans, to order their removal.

:. Representatives of the Timorese com-
:mumty said yesterday they would not take
further legal action to overturn Senator
Evans’s order if he considered’ certain
demands

East Timor.

Using his powers under the Dlplomatlc
Privileges and Immunities Act, Senator
Evans signed a certificate this week order-
ing the Australian Federal Police . to
remove the crosses.

Senator Evans has sought the removal-

of the crosses in accord with his responsi-
bilities under the Vienna Convention
which require a host country to ensure an
embassy’s dignity is not impaired.

A spokesman for Senator Evans stressed

yesterday that the Government was notl
demanding that that crosses be removed
altogether, just relocated 50 metres from
the embassy gates.

“We want to make it clear that we don’t
want. to take them away completely. We
are trying to strike a balance between our
obligations under the Vienna Convention
and the right to freedom of speech: ”

. A solicitor for the East Timorese, Mr_
Bernard Collaery, said yesterday. the com-
munity had now formulated workable
demands and the Foreign Minister finally
seemed willing to talk to them.

Mr Collaery said the crosses were never
intended to be an indefinite memorial, but
it was wrong to remove them while the
Timorese- were still mourning.




Canberra“urged t
‘Hong Kong de odtALy

"By JANE HUTCHINSON
'The leader of Hong Kong's oppo-

‘, sition United Democrat Party, Mr.

:Martin Lee, has urged the Austra-
l lian Government to support the
' push for democracy in the British
) acolony in the lead-up to 1997.
w MrLeeisin Australia’ attending
i'a conference of the 'International
. Bar Association. He has had infor-
“*fnal discussions with the Minister
'vfor Foreign Affairs, Senator
.Evans, and the Minister for Immi-
*-gration, Mr Hand, about a firmer
rpollcy on democracy and human

:,rights in Hong Kong, as the dead-
sllne for the handover of the terri-

tory to China draws closer.
The maverick 55-year-old bar-
. Tister has toured the world urging
‘‘governments to use their influ-
" ence at the highest level to per-
suade Britain to introduce free

- elections in its Asian colony

: before 1997,

He said Australia lagged
i behlnd countries such as Canada
-and ‘the US, which had drafted

Yy |

ckt
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clearly defined policies support-{ :

recognising the terrltory asasep-'

ing democracy in Hong Kong and’

arate economic entity after 1997. ]

While Australia had dealt with

issues of human rights in China, it’

.did not have a clearly defined pol-
icy on Hong Kong, Mr Lee said.

He called on the Government!

to use its position as a member of t

the Commonwealth and its links!
with China to lobby for the demo—
cratic cause.

Mr Lee drew attention to a
recently published report by the':
International Commission of

Jurists, which accused the Brmsh }

and Chinese governments Of!.

breaching international law in,
their private dealings determin-'

Jing the future of Hong Kong’s srx'

million people.

The report said the transfer of
sovereignty to China, declared in|
1984, should have been put to a.
referendum It called for- the!
election of a fully representatxve
government before 1997.

The Age 04/05/92
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|
crosses from embassy- |

" AUSTRALIAN " Federal
JLPolice removed the 121 éresses
outside. the . Indonesian em-
'bassy in Canberra yesterday
‘after receiving a certificate
|from the Department of For-
e1gn Affairs and Trade allow-
ling them to “relocate” them.

' The crosses and ‘memorial-
‘,candles were placed on the
nature strip outside the em-
bassy by 50 Bast Timorese
‘protesters last month to sym-
bohse the number of demon-
strators. they said were killed
by Indonesian soldiers at the
Dili massacre in November
»last year.-

East Tlmorese supporter Ms
[Kerry Ryan said a team of at
'least five police removed tlie
.protest crosses at 4.30pm
yesterday.

' A spokesmanafor the Minis-
ter for Foreigh Affairs, Sena-
'tor Evans, said that the deci-

sxon to.move the crosses.came
after the department amen-
ded the regulations concern-,
ing the embassy protest. !

“Under the Vienna Conven-;
tion we. have an obligation to.
prevent the.impairment of.

‘the dignity of a forelgn,

mission,” he said.

The crosses were taken to.
the home of Timorese com—,
munity solicitor, Mr Bernard|
Collaery, who said: “The re-,
moval of the crosses is a direct |
challenge to the courts.” ;

Mr Collaery said. he wouldf
approach the Federal Court l
today “to ask whether the]
Foreign Minister is going to
observe any of the usual rules ]
and regulations”.

“The Foreigh Minister |
should have awaited a deci- !
sion pending from the fullf
bench of the Federal Court,’

—JONATHANPORTERi

The Australian
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"US into Asia

By DAVID LAGUE - |
The end of the Cold War and the
;sweeping cuts to US military power in
‘the Asia-Pacific region are beginning
to reshape defence and political ties:
between Washington and Canbel:ra.;
The Federal Government is making
.a strong drive to draw the US'into a
‘bigger political role in the Asia-
‘Pacific region. . .
| It is also offering the US defence
ifacilities to replace some of those that
‘will be lost when the Pentagonleaves
jits bases in the Philippines.
" The US President, Mr Bush, .has|
endorsed a call from the Prime
Minister, Mr Keating, for regul_arl
heads of government meetings
between the Asia-Pacific Economic’
Co-operation nations. i
A senior Australian government
official revealed yesterday, after Mr;
Keating met the US Secretary for;
Defence, Mr Dick Cheney, for talks'
in Canberra, that Mr Bush had,
written to Mr Keating late last week:
urging Australia to seek support from:
‘APEC members for ‘the reguiar
leaders’ meetings. -
It is understood that Japan alsoi

supports this proposal but negotia-
tions with some APEC nations,,

e e e

The official said Mr Cheney had
agreed with Mr Keating that the
Australian-inspired APEC was a key,
forum for the US to develop stronger,
political ties in the region. 1

1

i At a dinner in Canberra to mark!
_-the 50th anniversary of the battle ofj
tl}e Coral Sea, Mr Keating continued
his pressure on the US to play a bigger
rrolein the. region. !
He urged the US to turn to Asia and
-match its political and investment
'links to Europe with similar presence
in this region in addition to American
'trade and security interests.

“We think it would be in the United
States’ interests, and very much in the
‘interests of the region, if the world’s
greatest liberal democracy were inte-
grated with Asia and the Pacific to a
degree: at least equivalent to that
obtaining with Europe,” he said.

“A greater US presence in the
Pacific can only help the region fulfil
the promise of its name, as an ocean
of ‘peace and stability.” - '
| The US is expected to accept an
Austraiian offer to share a bombing
and electronic warfare range in the
Northern- Territory .after the US
withdraws its forces.from the Philip-
pines at the end of the year.

particularly South-East Asian mem-,

bers, could be delicate. - x

]

. The Australian government official;

Lo =
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"said yesterday that in his talks
with Mr Cheney, Mr Keating
invited the US to use the
_proposed Australian bombing

‘range near the RAAF’s North- -

ern Territory base. ) i
Mr Cheney had said US
experts had considered the
‘Australianr site and he was
awaiting their report.

Mr Cheney acknowledged
‘at a press conference yester-
.day that the US had lost the
use of its Crow Valley bomb-
ing range in the Philippines
and was considering replace-
‘ment sites in Alaska and
South-East Asia.

He said these ranges would
be important in maintaining
the readiness of US forces in
the region.

__He had discussed_sharing _

the proposed RAAF range
with the Minister for Defence,
Senator Ray, and the Ministér
for Foreign Affairs, Senator
Evans.

Mr Cheney said no deci-
sions had been made but he
expected an announcement
“in the not too distant future”.

Mr Cheney also said he had
discussed regional security in
talks with Senator Evans, but
he later declined to be drawn
on questions about the need
for new security arrangements
in the region. '

However, it is understood
that Senator Evans told Mr
Cheney that Australia wanted
discussions on regional secu-
rity to “take on greater shape
and content”.

Senator Evans has been a
strong _supporter of new secu-

Asian

_ Continued page 2

rity ties to suit the fluid
post-Cold War world.

The Australian official said
Mr Cheney also told Mr
Keating that access to the

Indian Ocean through South-

_the Pacific.

East Asia’s sea lanes was vital
for US forces, which would

plea to US

depend less on major -bases.

Defence analysts believe
this could have a major impact
on Australian defence plan-
ning if Australian forces were
required to co-operate: with
US forces in ensuring..that
supplies could pass through
these sealanes for US forces in
the. Middle East. . --.

Mr Cheney had said the US
was planning to cut fabout
$USS50 billion from its present
$US280 billion defencecbud-
get over five years, “which
would bring US defence
spending to under 4 per«cent
of GNP. : BRIy

But the US plannéd to
maintain 12 aircraft carrier
battle groups, six of them' in

§
L’f
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R KEATING’S'recent’;
call for regular
heads-of government,
_meetings to promote;

greater cooperation in the Asia-'{

Pacific region is the latest in a!

series of ideas and proposals by;

governments, tl}ink-tanks and|
study groups_in response to the!
rapidly changing political- and

strategic environment. - | i

Much has happened in the past,
few years to give cause for opti-
mism, in particular the dramatic;
decline in Soviet (Russian)-

American hostility, and .the con-

siderable progress in resolving

several regional conflicts. {

Yet it would be foolish to over-i
look the clouds looming on the ho-
rizon. Both Russia‘and the United

States continue to ‘deploy awe-|

' some conventional and nuclear!

forces in the region. The forward
projection of US military power
still carries the risk of military|'
intervention, not least in the Ko-|
rean peninsula. Several regional
powers (eg China, Japan, India);

arsenals. !

High levels of military spend-|
- ing are encouraging the growth of,
local arms industries and increas-|
ing competition for a share of the,
i world market. In different parts
‘of the region force continues to be
used against ethnic mino‘rities-i

and dissident groups. ;

Unless advantage is taken of|
the end of the Cold War and a new,
framework for regional securityf‘
established,” within a few years;
we may be facing provocative;
and in the longer run highly de-{
stabilising realignments and mili-j
tary postures. 1

The United States remains sus-|
-picious of any multilateral region-'
al framework. It does not wish to|
disturb its strategic pre-eminence\
in the region, and in particular its;{
navy’s freedom of action. Japan
has also been unenthusiastic|
about the multilateral approach. |

" But the initial US and Japanese|
reactions are not the last word on
the subject. They will sooner’ or
later.have to take account of rap-
idly changing political realities.
In the meantime, the initiative
1 will lie primarily with the govern-1
_ments of smaller states and re-
! gional governmental and non-gov-
; ernmental institutions. .

= enad

are developing sizeable militaryi~

e

: VER the‘ ‘next ‘tew 9ear§,;x
i then, we can expect re-
; gional pressure to mount

| for a fully - fledged multilaterali
|gframework that can effectively

| respofid-to the shift from East-
West confrontation-to East-West
cooperation, phase -out obsolete,
military alliances - and agree-
ments, and provide an integrated:
approach to the needs of military,‘
-"economic, political and environ-
‘mental security. :

‘In the emerging regional archi-{
. tecture it is already possible to
detect two_ distinct but closely,
conpected-tiers‘:_i" L BRI

. o

' (1) aroof or umbrella for the Pa<
cific;House. ‘Thi§ ‘may take the

' ‘torm of an altogether new organi-i‘
sation created specifically for the
- purpose.”Alternatively it may ‘ind
volve an extended :or.’ rtejf,ined!
ASEAN Post:Ministerial J,Comg‘r";;
ence — an idea, Which Was given
considerablé” prominence in the
| lead-up to the 1992 ASEAN sum?
mit. Another option is to expand

| or reorganise APEC so as tol give‘l

|

Y \

{ JOSEPH A, CAMILLERI
- discusses the complex task |
" of enhancing Asian-Pacific "'

.

regional security in the'light of.
' new global imperatives.. -
‘_ii
I ‘ {
tit @ more explicit security focus::
I'This is presumably what Mr. Keat:!
" ing has in mind. . .
‘i Whichever option is chosen, |
sthe aim must beto set up a forum
‘embracing the US, Russia, all the{
icountries of East and South-East
1 Asia, Australia, New Zealand and
the Pacific Island states.. . "

.

'(2) a series of interlinked sub-:
'| regional forums. These would:;
' parallel and give practical effect|
"to the concerns and :priorities of’
' the wider regional structure. Sev-1
eral are already functioning: the!

| South Pacific Forum,. ASEAN
! and the Cambodian peace process
' (which has brought together all:

| Ithe parties to the dispute and a«
. {number of regional powers. as’,
: ‘well as the United Nations). .

| EW forums which might“f;
' be usefully created in-*

| clude: a North-Pacific dia-!
logue (to concentrate on security--
building measures and various’|
forms of military disengage-'
-ment); a multilateral mechanism
for the South China Sea (begin-
ning perhaps with less conten-
tious issues such as resource man--
agement and moving to mutual-
surveillance of military capabili-'
ties); and a regional dialogue for-
Korean demilitarisation and re-
unification. ' ’ o

To be viable, a framework of |
regional cooperation will need to
address human rights violations,
which have become a major-
source.of instability. The recent,
! fragedy in Cambodia and the
f present upheaval in Burma make
!

! it clear that a collective approach,
is preferable to feeble bilateral
. representations.

A regional institulion may be
able to intervene in ways which
are sensitive to local circum-)
stances and applied uniformly
and without bias. This is not to
suggest.that an Asia-Pacific sys-
tem of security should fdvor fre-
quent regional intervention in do-
mestic conflicts, but rather that it
could offer an effective avenue
for conciliation and even -peace-
‘keeping. . Do

A comprehensive regional se-
. curity framework, however, will
| have limited success unless it has
i popular support. It is here that
{ non-governmental organisations;
l=— such as trade unions-and pro-;
E

fessional associations — can.playy
a vital part in. setting political.
k agendas, mobilising popular ener-
gies and creating more durable
{links between cultures and na-
\tions. - ' o
! Greater regional contacts and;
‘ exchanges at the non-governmeil-
jtal level -may help to create -aj
‘thore favorable environment for.
action at the governmental level:]
_They.may. generate the necessaryl
goodwill; which,, could begin -to
' bear-fruit'by the. mid-1990s. L

gDrC mifleri is reader in politics
at'La,Trobe University and visit~
ing fellow at:thecentre for inter
hatiorial: studies, . Cornell Uni:
Lversity., "1 1 T
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| The Prime Minister's bid |

forclosertieswith ~ 1
— | Indonesia have not been
; aswell received as
; he had hoped, writes
s, PETER HARTCHER.,
S.’ | J— 1 moment that Pau}
- Keating set foo: cn the
Jakarta tarmac, Indonesia’s

ot President Sockarto had
of 1 achieved a significant diplo.
aal |- . matic feat, Ksating has had

to work harder for his. And, symbolism
i_;i" _aside, he has yet (o achieve one. -

The act of Keating's' arrival carried
tile |. 8 implicit eador<ement of Soeharte’s
to | Tegime ata ‘{ime when il remains under
the s:gn:ﬁ_c:_mt'u}temaupna} pressure over
of | the Dili killings of last November, -
%08 This is ideal fpr Soeharto in. aa -
da\): election year.  With three countries
stor | bolding their aid to Indonesia in a state
fies | Of suspension over the killings, with thé
the | European Parliament considering
.|. whether to attempt sending a human
'88, | nights delegation to .Indonesia, and
ral. | With US senators asking for access to
s a | make atour of Timor, the timing could
dle. | DOt have been better for Soeharto.
the: A visit by the leader of a Western
-of | Mation with a history of human rights
all | Vigilance -- and while the ful] Indon&mp
wr. .| Government fesponse to the massacre is
ian | Still in progress — is a very significant
ety | 8eSture. of suppont and solace to the
iqth | Indonesian regine. And it is a statement
we | Of confidence i the ultimate outcome of
the Indonesian, fesponse at a time when
the shape of that response is stil)
uncertain. For instance, the Goverrunent's
-Commission of inquiry found that about
50 protesters had been killed by the army,

)
~

£3

ﬂat and that -another 90 were “mis ing".
n’| . Soeharto has asked the head of the -
\» | wilitary, General Sutrisno, to try to :
r | account for ‘the.absent 90. Sutrisng’s g

-BRSWer to this conundfum has yetto be R N o
.z' delivered. But the timing of ‘Keating's " regional visit which ignored. Indonesia “ Keating 1old reporters: “The issues are
¢ | Visit suggests that he is confident that - would  have been diplomabeally- disas--  these: That we are neighbours bound in
& [+Socharto end his government will trous. Hawke's first overseas visit included- & destiny forever. . .: that we do not
h | handle the outstanding issues seriously. - Indonesia- To avoid the place now would - “have territorial designs on each other, !
a | Butin truth,. Keating did not have  have been a serious-downgrading, 1 that.we are living co-operatively i
i, {-8ny' other’ real ' options, - Indonesia's »..- If there was to be'a visit in the region, " 10Bether: and. ‘as 1 said, Avstralin

A
L

parliamentary ~clection campaign it bad to embrace the place. - - regards Fresident Soeharto's New
-begins: early: next month prohibiting .. = - the time and: decsinag it oo Order ‘government.as one of the most
any foreign visits. He might have been.. . With the time a.’.",’.d“‘mat,‘m'9‘5th::-~signiﬂcant and beaeficial events in its
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memorate the victims of the Dilli massacre

of speech and expression.
| Solicitor acting for East Timorese actwlsts Ber-

nard Collaery said the order by Foreign Minister

Garsth Evansto remove the crosses was unjustified

and had serious implications. :

Mr Collaery has called 'on ACT Attomey Gen-
eral Terry Connolly to overturn the decision. -

More than 100 people were gunned down by
Indonesian troops in occupied East Timor in No-
ivember while attending a funeral:

Protestors-put 124 crosses outside the Indones-
ian Embassy at Yarralumla after the shootings.

“In mid-January Mr Evans, under pressure from
the Indonesian Govemment had the crosses re-
moved using the authority of the D1plomat1c Priv-
ileges and Immunity Act of 1977. .

A subsequent appeal by the pmtestors to the
Federal Court in Melboume successfully chal-
lenged the regulation and the crosses were put back.

Now the Foreign Minister has again had them
taken out.

“‘Clearly this is not only about defending the
dignity of the Indonesian mission,”” Mr Collaery
said. -

__*“This is about securmg what is percelved tobe

Dilli cross

REMOVALofa'ossesoutsldethelndones-~".,'\‘.,-, — .
ian Embassy in Yarralumla. which com- = —— : — -
. our economié¢ future with a trading partner.”
‘has been condemned as a blow for freedom .

. ™M

HHIvQn

TOWS

o by TONY GUY ' '-.\

Mr Collaery is scathing about the regulation
which has again been used to justify the removal of

. the crosses despite its rejection by the Federal .

Court,

““This is the Foreign Minister’s third attempt to
dra.ft effective regulations,’” he said.

““These regulations are even worse than the ﬁrst
set - there is fundamental flaws in them again.’

Mr Collaery said he will take the matter back to
the Federal Court which had already ruled the
regulation could not be used by the Mr Evans to

. control the public footpath where the crosses had
been placed..

*“Mr Connolly has the power to challenge the

Federal Government over its assumed control of
Canberra’s footpaths and public places,” he said.

. *“The question is do we have self-government or
not and is Mr Connolly going to stop the Common--
wealth riding roughshod over his authority?”

Mr Collaery said it was never intended the
" crosses remain outside the Indonesian Embassy
indefinitely.

*“The protest was going to be nev1ewed if 51gruf- .
- .icant concessions were gained from the Indones1an

Government,”” he said.
“““These concessions would. mclude guarantees

Canberra Community Times

the right for Australian parliamentarians and the

of human rights representation in East Timor and
TAustmhan media to have accéss to East Timor.’ "

6/5/92
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i lproceedlng carefully, a view

'PM defends

! MosT. @ 15793
; stance on
|

Dili killings
3' By LENORE TAYLOR ' -

THE Prime Minister, Mr
[Keating, yesterday defended
;the low profile he gave last
yyear’s Dili massacre during
{ his visit to Indonesia.
¢ In his official parliamentary
;statement on the visit, Mr
IKeating said: “I am satisifed
I struck the right balance in
gunderlming our commitment
jto a positive relationship with }
{Indonesla, while firmly regis- |
‘termg our views in areas of {
{difference.

{ “I explained that our aim as |
lconcerned outsiders was not
to challenge Indonesian
'soverelgnty over East Timor !

ibut to assist where we could
{in measurés for the welfare '
{of the people and to support a

| process of reconciliation be-
tween them and the Indone-
sian authorities.”

The Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Dr Hewson, replied by
attacking Mr Keating for not
iusmg the visit to establish a
iclear link between foreign aid
!and human rights.

The Indonesian response to
the East Timor killings had
. been “credible”, he said.

But he added: “I think it’s
very important that we con-
tinue to give (the Indonesi-
ans) encouragement to meet
those sort- of international
|standards on human rights |
[and to satisfy the rest of the. |

world that they are cognisant
of the importance of that
issue in terms of dealing with
incidents as occurred there
recently in the case of the
Dili massacre.”

Mr Keating said he had
been “encouraged” by Presi-
dent Suharto’s response to
his plan for Asia-Pacifici
heads of government talks. !

“He endorsed the proposal
and  underlined the need for

with which I entirely agree,”|
'he said,

The Australian 08/05/92

|
|
!
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ESuharto attacked .

e R[S 192

....

Indonesia’s leadmg dissident = g
i group accused President ., “'- ’ -
J Suharto today of nepotlsm s~ :
| necessary to investigate the 7~
l abuse of power, His children’ § =3
business has grown so fast.
i That’s nepotism, isn’t? It's -~ :
; shameful,” said Deliar Noor, 2"’
: member of the Forum for. - =7
Purification of Democracy.
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Jakarta m

“‘campaign content

Analysis by PASCAL MALLET in Jakarta

CAMPAIGNING in Indonesia’s.

national election on June 9 has .

suffered greater restrictions govern-
ing freedom of expression and
right of assembly than in the past
with at least five fresh measures,
introduced to control the content
of campaigning.

Motorcades are banned, includ-
ing those transporting activists to
clectoral rallies, while parties are
also prohibited from personalising
their campaign by displaying por-
traits or posters that refer, how-
ever obliquely, to any individual.

Explaining the regulations, the
Interior Minister and president of
the electoral committee, General
Rudini, said: “The function of the
electoral campaign is the diffusion
of party policies and not the devel-
opment of a personality cult.”

The nationalist-Christian Demo-
cratic Party of Indonesia (PDI) —
one of Indonesia’s two legal opposi-~
tion parties along with the Mus-
lim-backed United Development
Party (PPP) — will be worst hit by

The Australian 13/05/92

_ Forhidden . . . party symbols __

G EY S

oves to control

132

the new rules, say observers.

The PDI counts for much of its
support on admirers of Indonesia’s
founding father, Achmed Sukarno.
Two children and one son-in-law
of the former president are among
the party’'s candidates in the June
polls. - .

The strict campaign rules also
preclude the use of symbols, apart
from those of national significance
adopted by the three official
parties.

- Banyan tree
banned

Under the regulation, the ruling
Golkar Party’s symbol of the ba-
nyan tree, which represents na-
tionalism, the PPP’s five-pointed
star, representing belief in a single
god, and the PDI's bull’s head of'
humanitarianism cannot be used
in campaigns.

In a move the authorities say is

aimed at ayoiding any defamatory

Dilj sentence. #

JAKARTAA'G
day jailed East Timorese stu-
dent Domingos
for six months for i
in a Jakarta demonstration a
week after the November 12
shooting )
-claimed up to 100 lives.

—— - -l i

elements entering the campaign,,
parties may not use banners, pos-.
ters, handouts, stickers or sign-
boards that have not been offi-
cially sanctioned. |

In speeches, incorporating verses
from the Koran, or any other reli-;
gious work, is also forbidden.

Some old regulations have been
reimposed. Police authorisation is'
required for any meeting of more:
than five persons, including those
in private houses. ;

All restrictions that applied to
the four previous elections since
President Suharto came to powe:
in 19677 remain in force. |

Authorisation must be requested’
and granted for any demonstra-'
tion, and the contents of any
speech to be broadcast on radio or
television must first be vetted by
General Rudini’s committee.

Campaigning is not allowed in’
villages and only limited meetings
are being authorised for sub-
district centres.

AFP

+

13487

court yester{

Barreto, 29,
taking part

in Dili which
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offers to end

independence fight

"By MARK BAKER, 0.G-iZ

foreign editor /S Ml
The East Timor resistance has agreed:
to shelve its demand for indepen-
dence from Indonesia in an attempt
to end the 17-year conflict. o
In a dramatic new concession, the

] movement has offered to accept Indo-

nesian sovereignty and limited auton-i

. omy for up to 12 years, after a cease-!

fire and cuts in military strength in!

the former Portuguese territory.
The international representative of

the resistance, Mr Jose Ramos Horta,|

“has given details of the plan — based'

on immediate, unconditional peace

‘talks with Jakarta — to senior United

Nations officials in New York.

“This is a major concession,” Mr
Ramos Horta told ‘The Age’, “because.
We are saying that in the next seven,’
if not 12, years, there will be no
thought of independence and we will
live under Indonesian sovereignty. It

‘has required courage and vision on

the part of the Timorese leadership,
but we see it as the only way to end

‘the conflict.”

The move is expected to win wide
support at the United Nations. The

"UN still refuses to recognise the Indo-

nesian takeover of East Timor in

'1975, which ‘led to at least 100,000

3

deatlvlsf DlRl(ﬂat}Cﬂessu!e on’
Jakarta to modify its tough milifary

rule in the territory has grown since'

the Dili massacre last November.’
Democrat members of the United:
‘States Congress introduced a b_lll las_t{
week to cut all aid to Indonesia. ,

The resistance plan involves a
three-phase process that would lead,

The Age 21/05/92

after séven or 12 years, to a réferen-
dum on the territory’s future. The'
first phase, of two years, would!
involve demilitarisation of the territo-
Ty ‘and the return of humanitarian;
and.development agencies, including:y
a permanent UN legation.

Mr Ramos Horta said there would;
be a “cessation of all armed activitity.
'in East Timor and a drastic reduction
in Indonesian armed forces”, now’
.estimated at more than 10,000. “In’
the first phase, we would not discuss
Indonesian sovereignty or the ques-
tion of self-determination.” '

In the second, five-year phase the
territory would have limited autono-
'my, with an assembly and governor
‘elected under UN supervision. Indo-,
'mesia would retain sovereignty and:
.foreign policy control. At the end of .
[this phase, which could be extended a
'further five years by agreement, the,
Timorese would decide the future sta-
'tus of the territory by referendum. .
© Mr Ramos Horta said the plan,
which had the support of the leader of .
‘the Fretilin guerrillas, Mr Xanana,
‘Gusmao, would enable an end to the

-bloodshed and a period of reconcilia-,
+tion and confidence-building.
! “Once we sit at the table of negotia-
;tion, we should discuss all possible
-ideas to bring an end to this conflict.
The process is an open one that would
l'allow Indonesia to save face, prove its
1 good faith and really win the confi-
dence of the people.” )
! @ State prosecutors in Dili have!
ldemanded a life sentence for an East'
Timorese on trial for organising an’
!anti-Indonesian protest that preceded
ithe massacre in Dili in November.



. By foreign editor GREG SHERIDAN

CRITICS of Indonesia have created
a “web of disinformation” and peddled
destructive myths and inaccuracies
;concerning our biggest neighbour, ac-
_cording to Mr Dick Woolcott, the re-
. cently retired head of the Department
.of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

In one of the toughest speeches of his
life, Mr Woolcott, who is generally re-

,nowned for his diplomatic tact and

‘ charm, accused the media of engaging in

a vendetta against Indonesia.

He said a vociferous, anti-Indonesian
lobby consisting of pro-Fretilin Timorese
refugees, frustrated left-wingers, hostile
.single-interest groups and latent racists
were engaged in a destabilising cam-
paign of Indonesia bashing.

Australia should dissociate itself from

. “unbalanced and hostile criticism of In-
' donesia originating in this country”.

Mr Woolcott’s speech represents the

. strongest attack on the anti-Indonesia

lobby by anyone concerned with formu-
lating government policy. Mr Woolcott
was the ambassador in Jakarta from
1975 to 1978 and head of foreign affairs
from 1988 until his recent retirement.
Speaking at the Sydney Institute yes-

' terday, he listed inaccuracies that he
" said had distorted the debate.

One was the myth that only Australia
and Canada had formally recognised In-
donesia’s sovereignty over East Timor.

The truth was that 30 countries had.
Another myth, he said, was that former

. prime minister Mr Gough Whitlam gave

the “green light” to Indonesia’s invasion
of East Timor. Mr Woolcott said he was
present at all of Mr Whitlam's meetings
with Indonesia’s President Suharto and
Mr Whitlam, while believing the best
outcome would be for East Timor to be-
come part of Indonesia, always made it
clear Australia could not condone the
use of force.

Similarly, the notion that Australia
could have prevented Indonesia from in-
vading East Timor exaggerated our in-

Myth of
genocide

fluence, failed to recognise the depths of
Indonesian concern over what was hap-
pening in East Timor or the historical
context of 1975. It was the height of the
Cold War, Saigon had just fallen to the
communists and the major powers had
no inclination to intervene.

One of the most important myths at-
tacked was that Indonesia was guilty of
genocide in East Timor — that it caused
the deaths of 200,000 people, or one-third
of the population. .

He said originally in 1976 a figure of
60,000 was quoted as “having lost their
lives or homes”. This included 30,000 who
had fled to West Timor (part of Indone-

o AL 3O

TIndonesia critics
‘propagand

\%lt_

2 7L

€

diplomat

sia) as refugees during the civil war prior
to Indonesian intervention, as well as
those who died in the civil war.

The prime responsibility for the trag-
edy in East Timor, he said, lay with Por-
tugal for “abandoning its neglected colo-
ny” in 1975 and with Fretilin, which pro-
claimed a unilateral declaration of inde-
pendence, engaged in a civil war to gain
control and refused any suggestion of a
plebiscite in 1975.

He flatly rejected the idea that Indone-
sia was an expansionist nation. It-had
used force three times in its independent
existence and each had been a special
case. Once was to gain control of Irian
Jaya, which had been a Dutch colony to
which Indonesia’ was regarded as the
successor State.

Once was in a confrontation with
Malaysia, which was an aberration
under the erratic president Sukarno.. .

The final time was over East Timor,
and only when Portugal abandoned its
former colony to a bloody civil war did
Indonesia feel compelled to act.

Finally, he made a pitch for Australia
to look to its own interests: “We often
overlook the benefits we have derived
from a stable Indonesia under President
Suharto. .

“Do we really want to court a situation
of ongoing tension with Indonesia which
would damage our commercial interests
and which could lead us to divert sub-
stantial resources to increasing our def-
ence forces?”

THE AUSTRALIAN 27/05/92
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‘Indonesia-bashing

T T
‘By MARK METHERELL,
diplomatic corresporndent,
.Canberra o
‘Australia’s former foreign affairs
"chief, Mr Richard Woolcott, yester-
"day condemned “unbalanced and
+hostile criticism of Indonesia”, argu-
;ing that Australians overlooked the
\benefits of stability under the leader
ship of President Suharto.

In a lengthy broadside at Indo,ne-‘
sian critics, Mr Woolcott said it some-
times seemed that -“Indonesia-bash-
ing has become for some Australians
the equivalent of fox-hunting in 'Eng-‘v‘l
land”, . ’ o

Mr Woolcott, a former Australian
-ambassador to Jakarta who retired
learlier this year as secretary of the
Department of Foreign ‘Affairs and
Trade, told the Sydney Institute, a'
lconservative group, that the way Aus-.
‘tralia managed its relations with In}'-
donesia was at the core of the con-
tinuing thrust for closer ties with the
Asia-Pacific region. C

f He also argued against campaign—f
ing for “lost causes” such as indepf_:n-j
‘dence .for East Timor “which raise
[false hopes, prolong conflict and cost:
lives”. Australia should rather prﬂ-l
mote reconciliation between East
{Timor and Jakarta through aid and
quiet diplomacy. e _

He identified 11 myths which he|
'said involved inaccurate and sloppy'
presentation of events and at worst
ideliberately prejudiced reporting and,
'anti-Indonesian comment. :

,Timor and included: that Indonesia
iwould have accepted an independent
East Timor but Australia had
“fluffed” by not persuading it to-do so;
that Indonesia had been guilty of
genocide in the territory and was
responsible for 200,000 deaths; tiat
,-Indonesia had no concern for human!
Tights; and that Australia was out of'
':t:g)r(‘)"ltg tl;e rest of the world in itsy
; ach to i

oproz 1o Indonesia .a_nfj Ee_astﬁ!
.~ Mr Woolcott dealt specifically wi
each of the allegationsI: which h)(,e:;}g
Were false or exaggerated and collec-
tively p;_iinted‘a very dark picture of;
Indonesia. “I am frankly ‘surprised at
the qegree of acceptance some have
received largely through media cov-
,erage and through the repetition of
Iunlnvestigated comments by anti-!
Ingonesian, single-interest groups

like the ‘Committee for an Indepen-
dent East Timor,” Mr Woolcott said.

It was in Australia’s national inter-
!est to develop as sound and as cooper,
ative a relationship as possible with:
major regional powers such as J. apan,’-
China and Indonesia. This did not
tinvolve compromising Australian’ val
‘ues, but seeking to understand the
policies and motives of important
nations. i !

Mr Woolcott acknowledged that,‘
Indonesian behavior in Aceh, East Ti-
mor, Irian Jaya and Jakarta “has of-
iten seemed to, many Australians to be,
Tepressive”. "

THeE ORees
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Most of these myths related to East
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Diplomacy
is only

{2

q stone’s
throw from
outrage

ister called in the Thai
ambassador to tell him that
we are appalled at recent events in
Thailand. ‘The Age’ editorial
writer took the PM to task for drag-
ging his feet. The editorialist reck-
ons that we should have got in first.
Well, I wonder ... Outrage is
cheap. Constructive assistance is
“hard.
Meanwhile the Foreign Minister,
Senator Gareth Evans, is making
his way around the Middle East,

I AST Wednesday the Prime Min-

enraging the Zionist lobby in this
country. Senator Evans has invited

tives to Australia to tell us how it
seems from their different points
of view. Good on him. He is con-
tinuing in the tradition of the diplo-
matic successes in Zimbabwe and
Cambodia.

The distinctive features of both

into diplomacy has been the atti-
tude of Australia that all sides are
entitled to be heard and ultimately

create the circumstances where
settle their own differences.

indignation don’t help the process
of reconciliation a lot — listening
may do.

> The Prime Minister’'s meeting
with the Dalai Lama did not say
anything in particular about Chi-
na’s claims to Tibet. The Dalai

observing, listening and generally

the diplomatic process ought to |

Palestinian and Israeli representa- ‘

of those constructive excursions .

the people in conflict are able to .

. Expressions of government

Lama is a distinguished human !

being, entitled to be heard. Evans’s
willingness to listen to the Khmer
Rouge, Prince Sihanouk and the
Vietnamese-backed government in
Phnom Penh does not imply recog-
nition of any particular faction as
the legitimate government of Cam-
bodia. Malcolm Fraser did not sup-
- port the participation of Robert
Mugabe in the election process in
Zimbabwe because he was pre-

judging the outcome. He argued |

- that without Mugabe the elections
could not be said to test the opin-
~ igns of all the citizens.
.. So the fact that the Government
' has declared a willingness to hear
“from the PLO says nothing about
it’s collective opinion on the Middle
East, other than that both sides of
the story should be heard.
Official indignation is fraught
with inconsistencies and problems.

;

First, we live in a glass house. A !
couple of months ago the United :

States State Department issued a
report condemning Australia for
the treatment of Aborigines. This
was outrageous cheek. The native |

_Americans live in the same

depressed conditions as the Aborig-
ines, but no Australian government
would dare pass judgment on the
US. And the condition of the
Aborigines is not the result of offi-
cial policy or national intention.
What's more Australia has never
criticised the US for anything. The

-violence in Bangkok is nothing
. compared with the violence against

the people of El Salvador or Chile
over the past two decades — but

. our government keeps silent on

L ——

. impossible to express outrage at

. Macedonia. Whitlam should not
~have recognised the legitimacy of

- lians. He never used that language
’in the Savage case, when an Austra-

-outrage at the continuation of exe-
- cutions in the US.

-alty remains to Greece. Similarly
..the Government should have

- these crimes committed by proxies

of the US.
Mr Hawke called Malaysians
parbarians for executing Austra-

lian was under threat of execut§on,
in the US. Nor has the Austrah_an
Government expressed collective

And in a nation of such diverse
origins as this one it is virtually

the crimes on one regime without
offending the local lobby for
another.

The Government should not have
bestowed an Order of Australia on
the Turkish President because it
was inevitable that it would enrage
those migrants whose primary loy-

stayed mute on Serbia, Croatia and

Soviet rule over the Baltic nations.
. Imcopsistency is also inevitable
in dealing with our near neighbors.

The Government is outraged at ;

. events in Tibet, Beijing and Bang-

kok, put not in East Timor. It is
obvioud that expressions of govern- .

. ment indignation will not help the

East Timorese one little bit — but
quiet diplomacy might. )
Senator Evans’s apparent inten-
tions in: diplomacy are commend-
able. AnY contribution Australia
can make to world peace is bound
to be minuscule, but the best way to

. do something useful is undoubtedly
~to listen to everyone, pass judg-

the Nobel Prize.

-ment on; n¢ one and then offer our

services, with the utmost humility,
as an honest broker. I hope he wins

THE AGE
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Llligff’a’} l.1, ;P(zrli}:' %‘20%1‘ glglient IN BF‘IEF —;v
Indonesia y&ieligaaycrgflsﬁas for the soldiers responsible ﬁé@ Zf / / (L/ o
for unjustifiable violence, the :

conduct of the trials of people
arrested when troops mas-
sacred demonstrators in East
Timor last November.

The foreign ministry com-
plained the trials were taking
place “without minimum gua-
rantees of impartiality and
defence for the accused”.

A ‘“shocking contrast” exis-
ted between the condemna-
tion of people carrying out
non-violent political actions
in support of internationally
recognised rights for the
Timorese people and the ab-

ministry said.

The November shootmg in
Dili left at least 50‘ people
dead, with 90 more missing,
official figures say. ,

Meanwhile, in Jakarta, a
clash between young suppor-
ters of rival political parties
turned into a gang fight that
left a local party officer and
scores of youngsters injured
during campaigning for the
country’s general elections on
June 9.

AP AFP

Fretilin’s last 300 -
Jakarta, Thursday

The Fretilin guerrilla movement..
fighting for the independence, of _

East Timor is down to its last 300 ]

members and has only about 120,
firearms left, an Indonesia -
military commander has said.’
The 300 members were living i 1n
hiding in the jungles of East .. -....
Timor, Brigadier General Theo

Syafei was quoted as saying 1ate.. s

yesterday by the Antara News
Agency

— AFPT[

H———
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| Guemllas surrender .

L ), ALLIUS LIUD PO 2o vaas v e =

running out of food, the offigial | . - Dili officer gullty
news agency Antarareported . |-} JAKARTA: A military court
tofll?t% it quoted East Timor ' sentenced a police corporal to
gé r?l %‘l)lmmandelf Brigadier | 17 months in prison for cut-
) lgie eo Syafel as saying ; ting off a demonstrator’s ear’
soldiers had also found babies | ! with a bayonet during violent
left by the rebels in the junglein |’ anti-Indonesian protests in"
the former Portuguese colgnzé East Timor last November.
— Reuter
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Indonesia rally | ﬁ ‘ Dili hearings begm it r
JAKARTA: Indonesia’s : | Jakarta, Sunday A o
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populist opposition  partyy! A military court today sentenced -
campaigning against govern-: a police corporal to 17 months inZ}
ment corruption and press” prison for cutting off a
censorship, claimed a streetfi demonstrator’s ear with a
turnout of 3 million suppor-1 bayonet during the Dili
ters1 — the _biggest since gen-. . massacre in East Timor last
egart C;elet:lctlon campajgning| November. The trial against -
started three weeks ago . Louis Pareira Marthin Alau 1nv ~ ;

. - - ; = Bali was the first to be held

-

)

following the formation, on .-
19 November, of a Government-=

installed committee of inquiry: =
. on the rhassacre. — AP-]

—_— e —
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HREE years ago,'the hy-

peractive tear ducts of

R.J. Hawke gave way to a

'deluge. At a memotial ser-

vice for victims of the Tiananmen

massacre, - the Prime Minister

i wept openly. In an address that re-

flected the anguish of a; great

many Australians he declared:

" “To crush the spirit and body -of

youth is to-crush the very future of
Chlna itself.!”

“ After denouncmg the Chinese
leadership in unequivocal terms,
Mr Hawke was swift to order a
range of substantial economic and

‘contacts. In a letter to the Chinese
Premier, Mr Li Peng, he wrote: “I
do not want to underplay the depth
of feeling among Austrahans, nor
-my own sense of outrage at the
brutal massacre of unarmed civil-
ians in Beijing by military forces
under the control of your Govern-
. ment,”

Three years, 1t seems, isa \\'ery
long time in Australian politics.
Last week Tiananmen had a,se-
_quel on the streets of Bangkok as
the Thai armed forces attempted

with methods as ruthless and cal-
| culated as those unleashed by the
I’ People’s Liberation' Army in Beij-

ing on the night of 3-4 June 1989.

Doctors from séven" Bangkok
. hospitals who treated the. victims
said many of those 'killed, includ-
ing children, were shot or blud-

. with armored vehicles attacked
. crowds" of unarmed protesters

* “Some of them were begging for .

life when they were shot " sald
“one doctor.

‘But where, mlght we ask, was
the passmnate response. of our
Australian leaders this time? |
* A tepid Foreign Affairs Depart-
. ment statement released on’ Tues-

. day of last week, a day after the’
first killings, in the name of the
’Acting Foreign Minister, Dr
| Blewett, expressed “distress and
, deep concern” and urged all par-
! ties to exercise restraint — as if to

- suggest that the massacre victims .

' shared blame for their deaths. .

I There was no overt criticism of
.the massacre and no hint of a dip-
lomatic response. That same day
. the United States announced- the
suspension of a joint military
‘; training exercise in Thailand and
o .

is soft on ht

B

polltlcal sanctions, including the
suspension of high-level official -

to crush pro-democracy protests'

geoned from behind after troops ’

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
MARK BAKER"
]

“Britain had deplored “thé exces-
. sive use of force” and “indiscrimi-

nate firing” by Thai troops.
The following day — after con-
siderable adverse public comment

about the quality of Australia’s re- -
action — the Prime Minister, Mr \

Keating, issued another statement
expressing-“horror‘at the rieédless
loss of life” and saying Australians
were appalled at the excessive.use
of force by the Thai military. He

. felt compelled, however, to soften °

his remarks by contrasting the
tragedy with “the 'great strides
Thailand has made in recent years
towards prosperity and stability”.

" Following carefully in the foot-

iting’s Asian charge

ACE 29 Mo (77—

uman rights

Mr Keati'r’tg: Asia-or-bust doctrine,
‘but with pragmatism.

The Keating doctrine, with its
born-again, Asia-or-bust zeal, is all
about pragmatism. The priority is
-trade growth and harmonious
commercial relations, whatever
the track record of those with

When the inexorable democratic tide of modern
history sweeps a3|de some qf the more. unsavory
mlhtary regimes in our nelghborhood there W|II be
many who will hold Australia to account ‘

steps of the US, Mr -Keating then

- announced that 31 Australian mili-

tary personnel would be with-
drawn’in protest from an exercise

in Thailand. Whilé he said the:

“whole relatlonshlp" was -beirig
placed under review, there was to'
be no suspension of economic aid
to Thailand (the US cancelled its
aid program after last year’s
coup) and 100 Thai officers study-
ingin Austraha were not to be sent
home. .

' " HILE the apparent _tri-
umph, for now, of popular
will over a ruthless and

. venal military establishment in
' Thailand has absolved Australia

from having to contemplate any
further diplomatic action, the epi-
sode has been instructive of the

-style of our foreign policy under -

the Keatmg Govemment

whom we are doing business. We
endorse  international standards
on human rights and the universal-
ity of democratic aspirations, but

- we are careful to measure our re-
sponses and never put a toe ahead
of the Western pack. We will con-
demn Israel’s mistreatment of
Palestinians, but soft pedal ‘on
graver abuses much closer to
home,

Perhaps the most 51gmf1cant‘

foreign pohcy pronouncement of
Mr Keating’s tenure came in his
reply to a parliamentary question
shortly before his visit to Jakarta
in April; “Aid and human rights is
not linked, has not been linked and

will not be linked during the visit.”

In one sentence Mr Keating cut
Australia adrift from the growing
trend for developed nations and
international agencies to use their
economic muscle to pressure aid-

‘hold Australia to account for its

.

receiving nations to adopt more'
humane standards and to answer,
the rising clamor for democratic
reform in the Third World. Even,
Japan, once renowned for its reti—;
cence on human rights issues, is
now beginning to add polltlcal
strings to some of its aid.

The Keating Government’s tim-:
id handling of relations with Indo-
nesia in the aftermath of the Dili
massacre is indicative of a broad-)

- er malaise. While professing con-,

cern for the situation of the East
Timorese, the Government is not,
prepared to take even a modest
stand for fear of offendmg Jakar-;
ta. . I

{

‘ S OON after last Novembers|

massacre, Mr Hawke urged,

the. Indonesian Government'

to “sit down with the people of’
East Timor, including the resis-
tance forces, and try to work out a:
program of achieving peaceable'
relations”. But this week the For-v
eign Minister, Senator Evans, dis-
missed a substantial new proposal‘
by the Timorese resistance to;
achieve precisely that end. '
The international representa-;
tive of the resistance, Mr Jose Ra-;
mos Horta, has told senior United;
Nations officials that the Timorese
are prepared to end the guerrilla
war and shelve for up to 12 years,
their demand for indepedence m,
return for limited autonomy and
an eventual referendum on.the;
terrltory s future, {
Senator Evans described the|
proposal as “interesting” but said |
it was not one ‘“Australia would!
take any action on”. Because the’
plan left open the question of sov-,

. ereignty it was “inconsistent with |

the position Australia has taken”.'

If Australia is not prepared to!
welcome such an important shift
in the Timorese stance and en-
courage Jakarta at least to enter!
into negotlatlons, the Govern-

- ment’s previous professions of

concern to see peace brought to'
theé territory are rendered hollow
and hypocritical.

When the inexorable democrat-
ic tide of modern history sweeps
aside some of the more unsavory
military regimes in our neighbor-
hood, there will be many who will

stand on'the rights and values forl
which hundreds have given their,
lives on the streets of Beijing, Dili
and Bangkok.
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“Concern over -
East Timor .

‘sentences

By‘ NICHOLAS JOHNSTON,
Canberra '

Australia-has expressed concern ‘to
Indonesia over what it believes to be
discrepancies in sentences for civil- !

ians and soldiers involved in last -

. year's East Timor massacre. .

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, '
Senator Evans, said yesterdéy that he
was disturbed that soldiers involved
had received lighter sentences than
civilians. :

 Senator Evans told the Senate ‘that
soldiers’ sentences ranged from eight.
to 18 months, but sentences for civil-
ians who - organised the demonstra-
tion ranged from six months t0"10
years. - v

Senator Evans expressed his con-
cern during a meeting this week with
Indonesia’s Coordinating Minister for

. Economic, Financial and ‘Industrial
Affairs, Dr Radius Prawiro. The Aus-
tralian embassy in Jakarta had also
been told to convey Australia’s con-
cerns to the Suharto Government.,

@ The federal human rights comlffis-

sioner, Mr Brian Burdekin, yésterday
! told a parliamentary hearing that'

Australia needed to accept inter-

national scrutiny of its human rights-

record to cast off its image as a carp-
' ing critic. oo

“I think it’s fair to say that there_: is'

at least a perception in some places,
‘ including some other countries, that
the core activity of Australia’s bilater-
_al foreign policy on human rights is in
condemning and querying the failings

of other countries.” Ty

He said that Australia should
instead examine options such as help-

ing other countries in its region estab- °

lish bodies along the lines of the Aus-
tralian Human Rights Commission-to
_foster and monitor human rights..-

e
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distur

By ADAM CONNOLLY

THE Foreign Affairs
Minister, Senator Evans,
said yesterday he was dis-
turbed by the discrepency
in jail sentences handed
down to Indonesian sol-
diers and East Timorese
protesters over last year's
Dili massacre. .
Sentences for civilians

- . ranged from six months to

10 years while those for
. army officers were from
eight to 18 months.

Senator Evans told
Parliament he recognised
Indonesia’s acknow-
ledgement of wrongdoing
by the military was un-
precedented, but those re-
sponsible for the killings
should be appropriately

unished.

«] am disturbed at the
apparent discrepancies SO
far in the sentences that
have been administered
for the civilians and the
military,” - Senator Evans

: said.
“We do believe it is iIm-
portant that those re-
. sponsible for the killings

"be apprpprlately

punished.”
Earlier this year three
officers -were discharged
. from the military and
three others were tempor-
arily removed.
» “Officials at the Austra-
lian embassy in Jakarta
: have been instructed to
convey the Federal Gov-

" ernmeént’s disappointment

HERALD-SUN* 17/06/92

@ Senator Evans
#discrepancies’.,” | .

at the disparity of the sen=
tences. oL
But, mindful of Jakar-
ta’s sensitivity, Senator®
Evans stressed Australia

was not interfering in In--

donesia’s judicial system.
Shortly after the Novem- .

ber 12, 1991, massacre in
Dili, an inquiry led by the
Military Honor Council
found fault with the local
military leadership.

Troops opened fire on
crowds of protesters,

The Prime Minister, Mr

Keating, met Indonesian .
Co-ordinating Minister for :

Economics, Finance and
Industrial Affairs, Mr
Radius Prawiro, yesterday
to discuss bilateral trade
matters.

Jp—

A spokesman for Mr -

Keating said the issue of
Indonesian sentencing

was not raised bécause |

Senator Evans had discus-
sed it the previous day
during talks with Mr Pra-
wiro. L

’



Indonesia has m
mouse afraid

- from the Reverend S. A Reid, unit
on justice and social responsibil-

ity, Victorian Synod, Uniting
"Church -

Picture for a moment a small

mouse creeping across the carpet,

- afraid to even squeak lest the lion |

asleep in the next room is aroused.
We have a picture of the Austra-
lian Government in its relation-
ship with the Indonesian Govern-
ment:,
\ We have become accustomed to
the pragmatism of the Govern-
‘ment as it continues to put oil
. ahead of the people of East Timor.
We have also become accustomed
_to the spectre of Indonesian op-
pression of the East Timorese,
even post Dili, while our Govern-
ment pleads that it is none of our

W

business. Now we have the latest
example of the mouse heading for
his hole.

The East Timorese resistance
leaders have put forward an
imaginative proposal for a break-
through in the deadlock between
Indonesia and the East Timorese
people. It is a plan that has been
the result of much hard work, over
many months, by the resistance
leaders, by Jose Ramos Horta in
the United Nations and by other
non-government groups. At last.we
have something that has a real
chance of success.

All the mouse can say is that it
was “interesting ... but not one
Australia would take any action
on” (Senator Gareth Evans).

Senator, this is not simply an

adeus a
%vgﬁiﬁeak

“interesting” proposal, but an ex-
citing one, and one that demands..
our fullest support and that of In-
donesia. What has Australia to lose
by supporting this plan? I, and
others, are continually amazed at
the temerity of our Government in
matters Indonesian. Is oil the only
thing that turns a government into
a squeaky mouse? Maybe that’s an
insult to mice.

There is the hope, that despite
our Government’s lack of asser-
tiveness, justice may yet come to
the East Timorese people, and
perhaps we will also be able to
keep our “precious oil” into the
bargain. I know where our priori-
ties should be. '

Stuart Reid,
Melbourne.
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- US slashes
aid to Idoné

arms
2

GV

a.,

WASHINGTON — The uUs
unanimously voted yester-

* day to cut aid to Indonesia
tgver human rights abuses
in East Timor.

The: House of Repre-
sentatives passed an

. amendment to the Foreign

Aid Bill which trims

- $2.4 million in military aid

to Indonesia and could
also “restrict loans which

-have enabled Jakarta to

. buy.- $170 million in US

arms. .

Republican Ron
Machtley, who sponsored
the amendment, warned
further cuts would follow if
President Suharto’s re- '
girhe failed to improve. )

Mr Machtley said he ex- .
pected his amendment,
passed unanimously in the

* House, would be passed by |

the Senate and signed into
law by the President, Mr .
Bush. .
The Foreign Affairs
Minister, Gareth Evans,’
has rebuked the US for its
decision to cut military aid
to Indonesia.
* He said the US response

. did not indicate Australia’

had been too soft in its,
response to the ‘Timorese '
shootings. .

He said grounds existed

" to be “somewhat critical”

- g

ment.

of the lengthy jail terms :
imposed on civilian pro-
testers compared with ©
military officers but there
was no case to Dbe
“supremely critical”. ¢

“What happened in Dili,
as appalling as it was, was
not on any evidence a de-
liberate act of state poli-
cy,” Senator Evans said in
Melbourne.

«It was aberrant be-
havior by a section of the
military which has been
responded to in a reason-
able and credible way by
the Indonesian Govern- -

_____—REUTER
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. ﬁiprocess

=y By foreign affairs writer." -,
u .CAMERON. STEWART; RN

1 INDONESIA *has glven "8
lukewarm reponse to Austral-

‘ian’ concerns about the leni-

ency of sentences handed out
to military officers'involved in
last " Novemberu '-(-\,r, L‘m
massacre. ’ §
A summary of the vislt, to
Canberra last week by a sen-
for Indonesian 'minister, Mr
Radlus Prawiro, shows he de-
fended the sentencing process
when confronted by the Min-
ister "for Foreign - Affa.lrs
Senat.or Evans., '
Senator Evans told Mr, Pra-
wlro ¢ * Indonesia's *" Co-
ordinating Minister for’Eco-
nomic, Financlal and Indus-
trial Affalrs, Australia  was
disturbed that military ‘offi-
clals had received lesser sent-
ences than unmned protes-
terss;r - ¢ (RN N TN
* However, it Is a sign of Indo-
nesian ‘concern about: the
issue -that its embassy has
provided a relatively detailed
description’ of Mr. Prawiro's
reply. - V.o i T

s+ He told Senator Evans.that .
".a different legal code was ap-{ ;"'

plied by the civilian court and
military .tribunals:in. Indone—
sla. [HAPRPR
“He stressed that in the case
of military personnel, some
lost their careers or were dis-
missed,” the embassy said.
“The minister- also . reiter-
ated that the actions taken
were In line with the instrue-
tions of the President,’ espe-

. cially the establishment of the

Natlonal Inquiry Commission
and the * Mmt.ary Honour
Council” "’

Mr Prawiro said the Indone-
slan Government played no

ences.

“Indonesian courts oi justice
are independent institutions
and are free from government
interventlon," the embassy
said.. B S

An- official Inquiry found

that Indonesian troops over-|~

reacted to the protests in East

- Timor, a Portuguese colony

annexed by Indonesia in 1976."

Australia has conveyed its
concerns about the fact that
trials for civilians involved in
the massacre have resulted in

imprisonment sentences vof | “,‘

between six months and 10
years, while sentences in-the
military trials have ranged
from only eight to 18 months.

- AFP reports that the United

States under-secretary of def-

énce, Mr Paul Wolfowlitz, said
in Jakarta that Indonesia’s
response to the massacre was

.“a piece:of unﬂnlshed busi-

ness”.’: * ¥ <
The November 12 firing by
troops left at least 50 officially
dead, although not all of the
bodies have been recovered.
according to an official in-
quiry. Independent sources
say as many as 80 protesters
have disappeared since. .- : -1 -

Mr Wolfowltz said the US
applauded the disciplinary ac-
tions but he declined to com-~
ment on his talks with Presi-
dent Suharto.

| part in de_temunlng the seqt— L




Jakarta, Tuesday

A high-ranking United States Offl-
cial indicated .yesterday that
Washington was still not satisfied
with measures taken by the Indo-

‘nesian Government after the mas--

sacre by its troops in East Timor
last year. .

The Assistant Secretary of
Defence, Mr Paul Wolfowitz, told
a news conference that Indone-
sia’s response to the massacre in
Dili was ‘“a piece of unfinished
business”. The 12 November fir-
ing by troops left at least 50 dead,
according to official figures, and
-not all bodies have been recov-
ered, according to an official
inquiry. Independent sources say
as many as 90 -protesters have dlS-
appeared since. :

After the inquiry, the Govem—
ment took what for Indonesia was
unprecedented action against the
military, resulting in the’ sacking
and imprisonment of various offi-

cers. Mr Wolfowitz noted that-the .

US had applauded the disciplinary
,actions and said he had discussed
‘the East Timor massacre with
President Suharto. But he
-declined to comment.on the con-

,versation, saying he wanted to’

“keep it as a private discussion
between our two governments”.
Mr Wolfowitz, 49, was the US
ambassador to Indonesia from
1986 to 1989.
The New York-based inter-
‘national human rights group Asia

US dissat
with Dlh_

- EANnT
Watch today strongly condemned
the light punishments handed out
to Indonesian soldiers,involved in
the Dili massacre, saying the trials

.were*stage-managed"” to appease
.international criticism.

- The-condemnation came a day

. after -a Dili court sentenced an
. East: Timorese dissident charged

with subversion to 15 years in jail
over the incident — the toughest
punishment so far for any of the

' dissidents charged. Francisco Mir-

anda Branco, 41, received a maxi-
mum jail term for the charge,
which carries a maximum penalty
of execution, .in line with prosecu-

_tion demands.

-Prosecutors accused the former
civil’ servant of anti-Indonesian
activlties, culminating in the dem-

* onstration which preceded the

massacre of mourners.
* Asia Watch said sentences

imposed on nine soldiers and one

policeman over the massacre —

the toughest was 18 months in jail’
.— were very light compared to

those handed out to Dili dissidents.

The courts martial revealed a
“sloppy, ill-prepared, ill-informed,
poorly - disciplined and poorly led

army”, Asia' Watch said, adding-
that they did nothing to “pierce

the secrecy surrounding how the

shooting started or what happened

to the bodies of those killed”.
“Asia Watch calls on the inter-

‘national community to continue to
_ press the Indonesian Government

for a full accounting of mlhtary
actions before, during and after
the demonstrations,” the report
said.’ noaees ;
Asla Watch'’s crlticlsm of the dlf— !
ferences between -the sentences
given to dissidents and to mem-'l
bers of the military echo recent
complaints by the Foreign Affairs
Minister, Senator Evans.
Sentences passed on- East
Timorese so far have ranged from
six months to 15 years in jail. The |
nine soldiers and one policeman
court-martialled over the massa-
cre have received between eight
months and 18 months. Three se-
njor officers were also sacked and |
three. . others. disciplined — but,
none was court-martialled. ,
“The fact that any investigations
and any. courts martial at all took
place iIs a step forward for the’
Indonesian Government and
should be recognised as such u
Asia Watch said. “But there has |

" been, no real accounting for the!

deaths and disappearances that
took place on 12 November,”" 1t

- Sald J

It said none of the troops or
police convicted had started the
shooting, none had organised the |
disposal of bodies or planned the
subsequent cover-up. “

“It is difficult to avoid the con-
clusion that the courts martial
were stage-managed - for lnter-
national consumption ”

— AFP, AAP
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JAKARTA Tuesday: The: leading inter-
Inational human rights group Asia Watch

today strongly condemned the light punish- -

‘ments handed out to Indonesian soldiers
involved in the Dili massacre, saying the
trials have been “stage managed” to appease
international criticism. ‘
The condemnation came a day after a Dili
court sentenced an East Timorese dissident
lcharged with subversion to 15 years in jail
| over the incident — the toughest punishment
'so far for any of the dissidents charged.

l Francisco Miranda Branco, 41, was
accused of anti-Indonesian activities, . culml-
'nating in the demonstration that preceded the
' massacre of mourners at Dili, in East Tlmor,
‘last November.

|
[

Asia Watch, a New. York-based human

rights organlsatlon, said the sentences
imposed on nine soldiers and one policeman
over the massacre (between eight and 18
months) were very light-compared to those
handed out to East Timorese dissidents (snx‘
months to 15 years).
In a report on the tnals, Asia Watch called |
on the international community 9, contlnue|
to push Indonesia for a better resp Tise to the !
November 12 massacre. |
The upcoming July 16-meeting of Indone-.

., sia’s aid donors would provide an excellent;

opportunity to pursue the issue with Jakarta
it said.

Asia Watch’s criticism echoes recent
complaints by the. Minister for Forelgn
Affairs, Senator Evans.

. Australian Associated Press

S.M HEzaqu 24106192
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fo icers face trial

]
i

Jakarta, Tuesday

Another seven military officers
will face trial in connection with
the'Dill massacre last November
an official said today. .

Government commission
wifound 50 people were killed and 90

w"‘ others were missing after Indone-

sian troops opened fire on protest-
ers In'Dili, the East Timorese capi-
tal.' «

The army maintained only 19
people were killed and 91 were
wounded. Foreign witnesses said
the 'death toll was 50 to 60, while
othérs have estimated the number
as high as 180.

Indonesian troops overreacted
to the pro-independence protests,
the commisslon said.

Lieutenant Colonel Anton Tom-
podung, spokesman of the
Udayana Military Command,
which covers East Timor, sald
today three military offlcers were
sentenced on Saturday in a mili-
tary court in Denpasar, Bali, in
connection with the bloodshed.

Corporal Louis Pareira Marthin
Alau received 17 months in prison
for'cuttmg off a demonstrator’s
ear, and Lieutemant Matheus
Maya and Lieutenant Alfonso de
Yesus each got eight months for
violating orders and overreacting
toithe protest, Colonel Tompodung
said

The other seven officers — four

lieutenants and three non-commis-

MUSLIMS HOPEFUL -

Banda Aceh, Indonesia, Tuesday

Indonesia’s Muslim-based
opposition party said teday it
was certain to win back the
rebellious Islamic province of
Aceh in next week’s general
election.

But the United Deveiopment
Party (PPP) complained its
supporters were being
intimidated. In the past two
elections the ruling Golkar party
has only lost one of Indonesia’s
27 provinces. The PPP won Aceh

(pronounced Achay), in northern
Sumatra, in 1982 but failed in the

next poll. — Reuter
|

sioned officers — will be tried sep-
arately, he said. The lieutenants
are charged with failure to control
their subordinates, and the non-
commissioned officers are
charged with violating orders and
overreacting.

Trials began today for one lieu-
tenant and one non-commissioned

officer, Colonel Tompodung said.-

“These sentences are ridicu-
lous, just a diversion,” Mr Abilio
Araujo, Lisbon representative of
the Revolutionary Front for the
Independence of East Timor, said
today.

The trials are “propaganda, as’

killings

nobody has yet been sentenced for
homicide”, he said.

Meanwhile, eight East Timorese
are being tried in Dili on charges
of instigating the protest. Prosecu-
tors are seeking prison terms rang-
ing from eight years to life for five
of the defendants.

In Port Moresby, separatists
fighting for independence for
Indonesian Irian Jaya have called
on the Prime Minister, Mr Keat-
ing, to support their struggle as
they step up their military cam-
paign.

- The OPM (Free Papua Move-
ment) has stepped up its guerrilla
campaign in Irian Jaya in the lead-
up to Indonesia’s elections and the
30th anniversary of Indonesia’s

roccupation of the province next

year.
An OPM spokesman, Mr Moses

Werror, said he wanted Mr Keat- .

ing’s support so the issue of Irian
Jayan sovereignty could be raised
at the United Nations. )

In his letter to Mr Keating, Mr
Werror called for the same sup-

‘port from the members of the

South Pacific Forum as those

‘countries had given to Kanak inde-

pendence campaigners in New
Caledonia.

Mr Werror said OPM rebels had
been involved in several clashes
along the PNG-Irian Jaya border
in the past month,

— AP, AAP
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Canberra protests D;}i sentences

By foreign affairs writer CAMERON STEWART

AUSTRALIA has told Indone-
sia it is disturbed by disparities
in sentences handed out to those
involved in the Dili massacre
last November.

The Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs, Senator Evans, told the
Senate yesterday that Australia
had registered its concern to In-
donesia that unarmed protes-
ters -in Dili have received har-
sher sentences than the military
officers involved in the shooting
of those demonstrators.

Trials for civilians involved in
the demonstration have resulted
in- imprisonment sentences of
between six months and 10
years, while sentences in the
military trials have ranged from

- only 8 to 18 months.

Senator Evans told the Senate
it was important that those
responsible be appropriately
punished for the November. 12
tragedy, which occurred when
soldiers fired on pro-indepen-
dence demonstrators in the East
Timor capital, killing at least 50
people.

«Although it is difficult to
make a definitive comment at
this stage, given that not all of
the civilian trials have been
completed and also that a num-
per of the civilians and the mili-
tary who have been sentenced
have said they will appeal,
nonetheless I am disturbed at
the apparent discrepancies so
far in the sentences that have

Longer terms
for civilians

been administered for the civili-
ans and the military,” Sena.tor
Evans said.

He raised his concerns in Can-
berra yesterday with Indonesia’s
visiting Co-ordinating Minister
for Economic, Financial and In-
dustrial Affairs, Mr Radius Pra-

wiro, and had also instructed the

Australian embassy in Jakarta
to convey Australia’s concern
about the sentence discrepanc-
ies.

Australia has s0 far supported

Bostrafian 776 /92—

the Indonesian Government’s

response to the massacre.
Indonesia has publically ac-

knowledged wrongdoing by the

military and has.set up the Mili--

tary Honour Council to investi-
gate the role of the military in
the killings. - ,

It has also taken disciplinary
action against the military in-
cluding the discharge of three
officers from military service

- and the removal of several offic-

ers from positions within the
established armed forces.

“We do recognise that much of
the action taken by the Indone-
sian Government in response to
the Dili killings, particularly the
public
wrongdoing by the military does
constitute unprecedented action
in Indonesia,” Senator Evans
said.

“(But) from the time we first
became aware of the killings, we
made known at the most senior
levels in Indonesia our view that
those responsible should be
appropriately punished.”

/

The Australian 1°76/92

acknowledgement of’



over Indones1a ald

By GERARD RYLE ﬂé@ ‘;\/(ﬂ» \c?

The Minister for Forelgn "Affairs,;
Senator Evans, yesterday criti-
cised the United States House of’

. Representatives after it voted to
. cut military aid to Indonesia in the

wake of the Dili massacre last
November.

The House voted to cut
$A3.03 million from the education:
and training program for the Indo-

- nesian military budget in response!

to the massacre, in which Indone-

-sia has admitted that at least 50

civilians were Killed.

Senator Evans said the Federal
‘Government’s v1ew was that:
“punitive responses” from the’
international community werel
.1napproprlate given that the mas-
sacre was not a deliberate act of
state pollcy '

“It is not a' matter of being for-
«giving,” he said. “It is a matter of|
recognising that what happened in
D111, appalling as-it was, was not,
‘on any evidence, a deliberate act
of state policy.

“Tt was aberrant behavior by a
'section of the military, which has
been responded to (That)
-response has been reasonable and
credible.”

He said the-world should recog-
nise that, in the Indonesian con-
.text, Jakarta had taken significant;
action against the army by puttlng
some troops on trial and sackmg
‘others. |

_ “The fact tl that somethlng sxgnm-

cant has happened is something
that ought to be acknowledged by.
countries like Australia, like the
US before we get supremely criti-
cal.”

Senator Evans said the Austra-
lian Government did not believe:
that any civilian protestors should
have been prosecuted. “Of course,.
we regard the sentences as exces-'
,swe," he said.

! “There is an obvious difference
lin the punishments that have been,
!meted out to the military person-
‘nel on one hand compared with
_c1v111an demonstrators on the
,other.

. “We have made that point clear
to the Indonesians. But we
wouldn t ourselves have taken the

kind of action that the US Congress
\at the moment seems inclined to.”

Senator Evans said he was not
'embarrassed by the congre551ona1
vote, and described the defence|
cooperation program between|
'Canberra and Jakarta as “very
slight in character”.

. However, the chairman of the'
parllamentary committee on for-
eign affairs and defence, the South
‘Australian Labor Senator Chris
Schacht, said Indonesia would
have to be very careful not to
.1gnore the decision by the US
"House of Representatlves

“I've always supported any par-
‘liament of the world expressing
.concern and outrage about abuses

of human rlghts » Senator Schacht
said. .

The US House of Representa-'
)tives agreed to the cut on a voice
|vote after one representative’
branded Indonesia’s army ‘the
same military that opened fire on
unarmed civilians’. Some authori-
ties have estimated that up to 180:
people died in the massacre.

The vote means that the US, In=
;done51as main military supplier,!
;is the first major country to take
‘definite action over Indonesia’s
handltng of the massacre and the
punishment of those responsible. .

The US Senate and President
Bush still have to approve the deci-
.sion. Observers i in Washlngton said
Pre51dent Bush was likely to
restore the Indonesian aid.

| Indone51a which has not offi-
cially responded to the decision, is,
unlikely to have been surprised by
the vote. President Suharto has.
'been visited by officials from the
Bush administration since the
massacre, several of whom are
lth(:ught to have warned of an aid
cu

! A statement issued by the Revo-
‘lutionary Front for an Indepen-,
ident East: Timor (Fretilin) called
{for Australia to follow the US
example and suspend military
!cooperation with Indonesia.

—_ wnh agencles
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\may quit
1 Timor

| paper reported.

| bat troops in East Timor would
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Troops 5/¢

Jakarta, Thursday

Indonesian combat troops could
be withdrawn. from East Timor

—

e ——

within four months, according
to a report in Jakarta today,
quoting the military command-
er of the province. -

At the same time, courts mar-
tial in Bali have sentenced five
soldiers to jail terms of 12 to 18
months for disobedience and!
misconduct during last year’s|
massacre in East Timor.

Brigadier-General Theo Sya-
fei said a dramatic improve-
ment in security in East Timor
meant that the fighting troops
could be pulied out by Septem-
ber, the ‘Jakarta Post’ news-

The Fretilin guerrilla move-
ment no longer posed a threat,
with only a small number of
troops and arms, he said.

Senior Indonesian officers
have previously said the com-

be reduced in favor of more
“territorial” troops, soldiers in-
volved in public works, such as
road-building.

port if all combat troops would
be withdrawn or only some.
The ‘Post’ reported General
Syafei as saying that Fretilin
leader Xanana Gusmao wanted
to surrender, but was being pre-
vented by colleagues who want-
ed to use him as a figurehead
for the resistance movement.
The Bali verdicts brought to
leight the number of Indonesian
‘.‘security force members sen-
!tenced for misconduct during
(the 12 November Dili shooting.

The ‘Kompas’ newspaper said
‘a court martial in Denpasar
gave 12 and 14-month jail terms
.yesterday to two officers in
.command of troops who fired
.into the crowd.

Also in Bali yesterday, a court !

martial in Tabanan handed |
down 12 to 18-month sentences
to three sergeants for disobedi-
ence. The three were charged
with having shot without ordérs.

— AAP, AFP

It was unclear from the re- ﬁ
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. Dili soldiers imprisone

| -JAKARTA: Military courts
in Bali have sentenced five
isoldiers to jail terms of 12 to
‘18 months for disobedience
land misconduct during the
'November 12 Dili massacre.

. The verdicts brought to
teight the number of Indone-
isian security force members
‘sentenced for misconduct
‘during the shooting in the
'East Timorese capital. ]

. Sentenced earlier in Bali to
'petween eight and 17 months
‘in jail were two army privates

land a police corporal, all of

them native East Timorese.

| The Kompas newspaper said
.2 military court in Bali's main
icity, Denpasar, yesterday

gave a 14-month, jail term to!
Second Lieutenant Sukiman’
Mursanip, 49, and 12 mon‘t'.hsx
to Second Lieutenant John.
Harlan Aritonang, 26. o

The presiding judge, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Hidayat, said
Mursanip had been a.smgnqd‘
only to lead his company I
monitoring the protest. .

But some members of Mur-.
sanip’s company were among
those who fired into the crowd
of demonstrators, killing
about 50 people. Ningty more;
protesters are missing. -

Three sergeants: received 12!
to 18-month sentences fgr
disobedience- Lot

RN

_AFP

The Australian 5/6/92
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Protester jailed

DILI: An East Timorese
man was sentenced yesterday
to five years and eight
months in prison on charges
he helped instigate a demon-
stration that ended when the
Indonesian army opened fire
on protesters in Dili, killing
dozens last November.
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John Gittings

erghip haw accused Brit-
ain of “ocbstructing’” EC
criticism of fndonesian policy
gince last Novermber’s magsacre
in Dili. it also claims the United
Nations secretary general is
suppressing ao ‘“‘ocxplosive
report . on Induuesia’s
repression.
Portugal has taken soundings

EAS’I‘ TIMOR's exiled lead-

among the other 11 BEC mem-

bers for a statement to be
issued at the Lishon summit
next week. There is ¢oncern. at
the recent trials in Dili, and at

. Indgnesia’s failure to agree 10
" yound-table talks. Public opin-

ion in Portugal would react
badly, it is felt, if the EC ap-
pourad to drop the issue

portugal, as the forier color
nial power, has taken the lead
in seeking tu revorse the Indo-
nesian takeover of East Timar
in 1945, Britain represents the
FC in Jakarta since Porfugal
has no embassy there,

The Foreign Office in Lundon
said yesterday that the Portu-
guese suggestion had been dis

GREUFD F30 FE —~ 834182745

cugsed. But it was not feit that
this was the appropriate titne
for a statement, while tridls ace
sti]] taking ptace in East T{mor.

Jose Ramos-Horta, the vepre-
sentative abroad of the Bast
Timorese resistance, accuses
Britaih of being “the single
waorst obstructionist of any o
dustrialised country’ over
action against Indonesia. He
says Fronee and Ireland are the
most sympathetic EC members,

Amos Wako, the special rep-
resenlative of the UN scerotary
general. Boutros Boutros-Ghall,
visited Dili in January. Mr
Ramos-Horta claims Mr - Bou-
tyos-Ghali is refusing to circu-
late Mr Wako's report, which is
thought to recommend UN sup-
port for self-determination.

Pew forelgn visitors have
been able to reach Dili since the
cemetery  masescre, and Jda.
karta has refuscd to allow imis-
sions from international
human rights organisations,

At 1038t 500 Eust Timarese
are detained by the Indonesian
army in the countryside, Mr
Ramos-Horta says. He claims
they are kept in twos and
threes in private residences

of blocking action on Indonesia

under srty control which
serve as "‘slave nouses and tor-
ture chambers”.

Mr Ramos-Horts admits that
the wave of sympathy for the
East Timorcse after the massu-
cre has subsided, But he be
lieves the territory is now
firmly on the map of interna-
tional opirjon. The massucre
has also prompted a realisation
among many Indonesians that
their policy of the last 16 years
has been a fajlure, For the first
time, Mr Ramns-Horta has been
widely interviewed in the Indo-
nesian press, despite being a
banned person.

Discrepancies In  sentences
imposed by Indonesian courts
on civilian demonsirators and
the soldiers who killed demon-
strators were riticised yester-
day by Australia’s foreigh min-
juter. Gareth Evaus, Clviliana
have received up to 10 years im-
prisonment while the maxi-
mum military
becn 18 months,

Mr Evans said Austraiia had
pasged on its view to Indonesia
“that no ope should be detained
or punished for non-viglent po-
litical activities.

sentence  has |

I
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Australia can be
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. ignored, for now |

o

5 UNFORTUNATELY, Paul - Government regards them as consid- | _

: Keating got the balance erably less important than economic i
P night between human rights development, Indonesian unity and
~:pand Australia’s continving relation- the survival of the political systern |

~ship with its neighbour during his  buyilt by President Subarto. :
% ¥t to Indonesia last week. ) Australia’s problem is that we lack
e 1 Because of Australia’s economic  ¢he economic or strategic' clovt to | ¢
" Weaknesses it is unable to make its  comimandg attention for our views ] s
<" "oice heard-on human rights or other  and values. I
o 'e'?..-‘"eshqf major importance in its Indonesia, Malaysia and even Fiji § ¢
v QWR Tegion. can afford to ignore Austratia’s poti- | “u

=‘;{{U§égn2:15i:'§aalll;a g‘igg’;g u‘g_pg; tical, social or environmental®
. *Asian region and establishes a role g:;ds becau;.e we are not | i
sedon itself, the countries of the region o fer
> il be able to ignore Australia poli-
swetimnlly, Protests about others® human
¥ wights abuses might make us feel bet
' Jter, and as a nation we may feel that
> "Wwehave no option but to make them.
“ B until Australia establishes an . . etk
N e RCONOMIC importance to the other Fiji, politically isolated and ets. | .
.-+, Aaiions of the region which they can nomieally weak as it is, showed how | ID

" ignore only at a cost to themselves, it easy itis for another nation to thumb i

4=+ Will face the choice between lowering 115 nose at Australia, when it re. St
-w*:i%.voice on sensitive political issues  Sponded to. Australian protests after | ha

We do not yet have anything to { ad
offer them by way of trade, political
-influence or strategic significance
which they cannot easily obtain else-
where at relatively ittle cost to thems -
selves, T '

- orbeing isolated if it does not. ~  the Rabuka coups by switching from | th

..., Paul Keating chose to lower Aus-  Australia to Malaysia fot its oi im. | jur

B «“;:Jt‘a.“avs Voice. . I B ports' o 1 an
i *Human rights should be of abso-  Australia should continue ta raige. } |

:‘f ﬁtf': primacy..in .our dealings. with its.congerns about vietetionsof Basic - 1y

x-Ather countries — just as they must valuesby our neighbours, But until | afic
. .bgin the conduct of our own domes-  Austraija becomes economically im-

§_u’q affairs. At present however, Aus-  portant to Indonesia (and the other | P¢ }
“wllia is unable 10 command nations of the region), we should ac- |
& @ttention for its views, knowledge our limitations, Accusa- | cer

Paul Keating has been attacked for tions against Australia of pea- | bu-
failing to place greater emphasis on colonialism, European superiority
human rights and Australia’s revul- and racism towards Augstralian Ab- the
ston over last year’s Dili killings in origines will not lose Asian Govern--] iy
East Timof. He has been criticised ments many friends among. the § al
for not taking a tougher line over the countries they regard as.important, | th
prosecution -of Indonesian officers But they will do Australia a Jot of | th
invoived in the massacre, and for harm.

- J3iling 10 demand stronger-guaran- Australian exports and invest- | of
" Iees for the safety of East Timorese  many are insignificant to the Indone- |
. bking prosecuted for thetr supposed  sian economy. In 1991, Australia | of
Jolg in the Santa Cruz cemetery kill- sold goods valued at less than $1.5
ings and its aflermath, billion to Indonesia, compared with
#i1e These legitimate Australian con- Indonesia’s total imports of more
- fons were overshadowed by Mr  than $30 biflion. Our three most im~ _
¥ K‘eatm_gs Push to give closer rela-  portant exports were petroleum, oot~ |
«~ onships between the two countries 155 anq wheat, all of which are
<, mare concrete torm, through official readily available from alternative’ |°
! agreements on such apparently mun-  ¢qireas if Australian protests or poli- § 1N
«.19ane maters as extradition, fisheries ioq become too irritating. { of
and foreign investment and. on & -

g,




o el — . AONLY way inwhich Aystra--
= pabtical levelhis proposat WT‘HE o : oL
#4868, importance of the Asia Pacific ha will be listened 10 in the re-

(eepnomic  Cooperation group
“T¥ibrbugh a meeting of its members’
#ihgsds of government.. .
o These matters are prosaic along-

Yraifle rings of the: peoplo.of . Indonésiandomestic grou” waiat |
#gille the sufferings’ of ithe,.peoplanf_.ﬁ plsc Indorisia’s isolation of A

ghtly feel they have a special re-
ZtdMhsibility for ‘the people of East
v slimor because of wartime Jinks, be-
"“tause East Timor is a tiny country
7 "which has been invaded and absorb-
o« &0 by a larger nation in Australias
“¥egion, and because of the complete -
~~lbsence, in Indonesia’s actions, of
.the-values which Australians believe

“ -,ﬁaz} Timor since 1975. Australians
" rightt

42

f ¢auntries and the behaviour of gov-
. . Ermments towards minorities in their
*owh countries. | e
.+ +While Australia regards these js-

sues as important, the Indopg

should govern relations between

tralia’s voice:on other issues,

gion is when there is a cost to Other

‘countries in.ignoring us. That is not
Row the case. They can ignare Aus-
“tralid with impunity. No importd

tralia,.
- If Australia is going to be listened
1o, we must develop a.competitive.

economy capable of supplying sps- {

cialised goods based o - processed
agricultural and. mineral: contmodi
ties, or founded on gther-areas such
as car parts, computer.software and

_engineering, in which Australia can

establish.a genuine advantage

- “Only-when ‘arher dountries fecog-

nise that there is an economic cost ta

&

- p veoae

e

~them in not:buying %dst‘rélian.pm.’i -
ducts will they pay attention 16 Aus- - B




Eleven myths about Indonesm moqtlv relatmcr to
- East Timor, have gained currency in Austraha e
throu ah mavcurate medla presentatmn or - - | X N\

HE WAY in whnch we man-  reluctance to act. The ASEAN coun-
" age our ‘relations with Indd-  tries, despite some reservations on the
~‘nesia is at the core of our part-of Singapore, considered that the
. continuing polxcy thrust ‘into integration of East Timor with Indone-
the ‘Asia-Pdcific region. It is and will  sia was’ important “for longer-term
remain a test of our diplomatic regional security. '
materity as a nation, @ Our response to Indonesta's inva-
2= Yhis; rclauon-:mp deserves’ serions, . sion. ofEast«Timior-should ‘have been.
.unémoticnal and objective analysis. - consistent with our later and very strong,.

‘ .-'.“Unforxunatelv “~too” much f” the‘f"feeponse“To Iraq‘, Vg 810 ,f'}{u»‘y“axt.__,
A major,

BHE+E1293ES PLEs ‘

v-commen:?rv about’ Indonc jagn'this ' n tHe 'case
- coumrv “m récent ycars has been\'

‘ gees, frustratcd left -wmg,ers hoet le " Indonesian:
: mg1e-mt°rc4‘-t groups; ; and 1 régretto;
Tsay, Tetent’racists, often’ masquera
7ing behind the honourable bannerd o )
TBuppert for: human nghts g ; ’ bccn ‘résponsible
e determmanon T TN for medcatht of200'0(‘0 ople, or one -
Regretiably, some members of the i ?:he provings.
. Austrahan nu.dna have made th T _obbdy_ kncm‘s auﬂmnmtnely how
.own* contributins. " = ' p‘Ie ‘died Tin " East Tior, -
-Australia-has an interést in 'dis. Iwa.r asaresult oftnbal
socidting itdeif from unbalancad and - ! ér the!
‘hostile eritisism. This does
‘invelve any compromxsc of dur
© values' .y 'Seeking to introduce moré
balance’in; ‘public. attitudes to. these ; ) is Simiph
countries and 18 place in percpectwe. Tiuoug,h a procéss.not unlike-
'prejudlce and hostility towards théin’ T.a number ahd double it and what is -
18 ot “grovelling™ or “appease”". ealled. Jincestuons . interquote — and .
ment”, 0 use some colourful words | with the’ .active assistance- of the
the mcdm it prone to employ It is_ . pro: Freulm Jobby = what began as @
simply sound commonsenseS 7l figure.of 60 000 dc.ad -Or- d:spIaOed has
“ The Indonesian’ Government ™ is. | escalatedsto, 200,000 or a thzrd of the
"someumec -depicted, by. mdwxduals popula’non :
and groups. hostile, to. Indonesia, as " | @ The bentral Govemmeut- in Jakana
an aggressive and expansionist; Jmilig, - is° bent: onr‘%xtmgmshmg Portuguese |
’ ;3tary dlctatonhlp In my, assesqmemn' culture ,and [eplam}ng the Catholic
'is neither aggressive nor expansion: ithgzon with' Tstam’ in*East - Timot,
sty notwnhnandmg its acqul:lt'on of FTT “alse indonesla is one of. »hc mo:t---
- West “Ifian,; its ““confrontation™ "of- i
:.{Mala) cxa and its annexationiof’ Eaf r
"Tlmor, i each“caAc mcrc WEI‘Es
speeial c:rcumstam.ec surroundmg'
" Indomesia's” actions.. Th o phingitd: derﬂcnstrat' elig
) # port he f’onon ast;

tiow

'P ‘
' worct"by dchberazely pre_;udlccd
orting and - anu-lndonesxan com 5 R8I 3_,5, .
- Tethent masqucradmgasnewso 'mc:ral~ Jec { Human,mghta. But
: qecntude. .The .are: . ' oriesii

" ot
and in.not persuadm& it:to. dqso,
Austraha “Huffed™ (Hera!d, Decam-
ber 3, 1991) the opportumty
Thls oVerXooks I.he historical coméxt
< and fails 10, técognise the depths o '
“Indonesian ‘concern’ at’ “the” way the “from’ the ‘outside - world " to prcvcnt
sxt'uahon was evolving or 1ts resolvc It - outsiders ‘beconming. aware of the
A a* o repression of the East,'r' Tese people.

R

*From {ifeto
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. Australias official, and especially itg

!a;.ﬁ_rf:ti!_m.;,is.;thc,;gnw.‘::, authentie:

s Tepresentative of . the East ‘Timorese -

HEHE1S

iUclear the
g8t o
of East ]

.Tecognised “ Indon an™'s
over East’ Timor '(as'

Conberra Tines on M arch 29).

False: more thanm 30 countries have
exphicitly or implicitly recognised
East Timor as P2t of Indonesia,
® Australia is "oyt of step” with the.
rest of the world in“jts approach to
Indonesia’s role in East Timor { The.-
Bulictin, Novembér ey, .
© We were out of step over the. Dil
massacre only insofar as we were in
the vanguard of Indonesia's critics:

media, reaction was far more firm
and demanding than those of the.
other ASEAN countries, the US and .
Japan among others, e -

people. ;. ‘

Jredlly want to-eg
: cOntinumg“ter_mmn with "Indonesia

ated " most "
recently _‘inw_ap»:;edito_rial;in-"—_’ The:

At least, open 1o question, At
- time of the outbreak of the i 3
- UDT and the other smailer enbrye

. political parties- enjoyed. consider:
support unti] Fretilir; thray

groups. =

It is clear that thc gﬁelhdo'r'xgsia

o+~ Pro-Fretilin lobby.has woven a web

disinformation t6 diseredit Indones;
some of which has'gainéd'a measure.
acceptance -in the wider Australis
COMUnUAIty. Indonesia-hag hardly bee
2 fair go”; A Twe sav,

Let me turn pow'ta seme of tk
calities: i Cur felationship wit
Indonesia in. 1992, Bt

Understandably, many Australiag
tend to. see Indofiesia: through th
‘- prism- of ‘out own expericnce, whic;
iz rooted in Western “libera] ‘demo
cragy, relative affluence and a benigt
-transition fn__-oh:\colcnia_;_ rule t
independence in a relatively isolated

Pit, 1o less favoure s,
: i to th

oncsia

Preside : Sdcyha(rl:ﬁq. )

vt a sitvation of

which would damage Qurcommercial
interests and which could ledd us to
d'v_crt substantial’ FESOUrees to

increasing " Gur” defenée forces? A

highiv unstable, impoverished,
expansionist Indonesia would be g
national nightmare for Australig,
Clearly Australia has a vita] interest

We need to ackncwledge that
poh‘ri:a}rhgnge. is unlikely to he
1apid jn countries like Indonesia. We |
should remember that, while we may

‘be able to sct an example of & free
‘and fair society — notwithstanding

our treatment of cur own indigenous
people — we need 1o recognise the
limits of our influence.

Scheol of Fa:;‘);:‘c Studics at the ANU,

enit article in
, . a5 far as
1 concerned, the

stable and prosperous continant, Ir
such Circumstances it i tempting for
us to read self-righteous moral
lectures, from our, comfortable pul.

Do we"

-int Indonesia being a peaceful, pros.
‘petous and stable neighbour,

o This is an edited text of an address by

Richard Woolcols, former Secretary of the :
Depariment” of ‘Foreign “Affairs-and- Trage -,
and currentiy Visiting Fellaw in the Research .
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The ambassador
has no clothes

Ignorance, reticence and doubletalk are
clouding attempts to come to terms with our
Asian neighbours, writes J, ames Dunn*

Minister into the Asia he wants Aus-
tralia to become part of has created
more confusion than enlightenment. His
enthusiasm for a new independent image
may have scored him points in Jakarta

Paul Keating’s first sortie as Prime

and Port Moresby but little emerged from

his visits to lend substance and credibility
to his design for a different Australia.

His pronouncements lacked depth and
understanding and a feeling is growing
that he simply does not know what he is
talldng about. Unti] recently, Keating
(right) displayed what might be described
as an accountant’s interest in foreign af-
fairs, and since taking office has said little
to suggest that his edueation on the sub-
Ject has advanced much:

- Fewwould disagree that tis high time
for Australiato developed
4 more soundly-based re-
lationship with its Asian
and Pacific neighbours
but Keating’s ideas so far
Seem anything but sound-
ly-based - suggestingthat
his reading on the sheer
scope and intricacies of
Asia has been largely con-
fined to travel guides and
Austrade briefs,

The issue is extremely
complex, ranging well be-
yond trade-related and
other economic interests that seem to
dominate the thinking of most Australian
political leaders.

“Asia” is a vague and not particularly
useful term, for it denotes a Sprawling
region from the eastern Mediterraneanto
the Bering Straits, inhabited by some
two-thirds of the world’s population.
There are few common strands within this
region, let alone with Australia. Trade is
anobvious exception but, while important
changes are taking place on this con-
tinent, to deseribe its various economies
as “booming” is to overstate the case,

The dynamic Asian economies we hear

50 much about amount to g mere handful
of nations in a region where more than a

26

We lack
confidence
..we have

always
tried to be
nice rather
than frank

billion people live below
the poverty line; but the
biggest obstacle to closer
links with the region is
that few of those in power
share the kind of demo-
cratic values that need to

= exist before we can est-
ablish a harmony of views.

It is evident that changed internation-

al circumstances have presented Austra-
lians with something of an identity crisis
... O, rather, that is the way it appears.
The Europe of our ancestral homelands
seems to have drifted further away from
us, both politieally and economically, caus-
ing anguish in some quarters. However,
this process is understandable and it
should not be allowed to distort our image
of ourselves or question those democratic
and humanitarian values which have their
origins in Europe. Europeans may well be
preoccupied with thejr politically un-
stable and economieally depressed hinter-
lands, but such concern for the stability of

2 neighbourhood is a matter vital to the
Security of the entire region. )

Recent political changes in Europe,
Latin America and Africa have not yet

- had any significant impact on Asfa. They

have sti]] to take root in Indonesia, which, .
continues to be ruled by an authoritarian, -
military hageq regime witha rather sorry
human rights record. While this should
not prevent us from trying to forge a bet-
ter relationship with our neighbour, it
does impose limits on the kind of links we
can develop. So far, it has been largely g
matter of politicians and officials being
civil to each other, a public relations exer-
cise that has often diminished our govern-
Mment in the eyes of concerned
Australians.

And, despite opposition leader
John Hewson’s criticism of
Keating’s rather flamboyant
nationalistic style in Jakarta, the
latter’s basic assumptions have

" not been challenged. It seems the
main beef is with the PM’s ‘dis-
paraging remarks about the Aus-
tralian flag, not at his apparently
accommodating attitude towards
Indonesia’s human rights abuses
in East Timor,

Victims: Perhaps our problem
with Indonesia — and with other
countries, for that matter ~ is that
we lack confidence and assertive-
ness. We have always tried to be
nice rather than frank, Keating is
trying to assure us that he raised
human rights concerns with
President Suharto but indications
are that Keating gave the Indon-

o esians the clear impression that
< issues such as East Timor were
not really on his government’s
agenda. Hence his remark about the
Timor “tragedy”, as if the Timorese were
victims of an earthquake or flood.
Clearly, Keating downplayed Austra-
lian anger at the way the Timorese have
been treated. He could not bring himself
to call a spade a spade and by now his
hosts will have concluded that onee again

an Australian -leader-was-not represent-——

ing the views of his people.

It is no doubt easier for oyur leaders to
deal with democratic governments, for a
relaxed openness and candour js achiev-
able. Our Asian links require something
much more subtle, but to stifle oy prefer-
ences and concerns is to create unrealistic
expectations. Issues involving gross hu-
man rights abuses cannot be sidestepped
without fuelling prejudices that wil] un-
dermine worthier efforts to develop a
genuine understanding of Asia. m
* James Dunn is a former Australiy, ambas-
sador and a permanent member of the Inter-

national Organising Cqmmi?tee Jor the Worid
Congress on Human Rights in 1994
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N’O\ EMBER 12, 1341, Some
: 000 demonstrators march
thraugh the town of Dili in
East Timor. They make their way
toward the poblic cemetery of
Saeta Croz, waving flags and ban-
pers of their country's indepen-
dence parties and anned resis-
tance movement. Most are
stadeénts and young people. but
there are also some women and
ftildren. Their leaders call for
prayers for a young student killed
eavlier by the police. Suddeniy,
200 or more Indoaesian soldiers
any pohicémen drive ap in brucks,
take wp position and fire ianto
the crowd.

nside the cemetzry is a British

- jourdatist with avideo camera. He

is knocked to the ground and tean-
wled in the ensuing panic. But he
Bims rhe dead. the maimed and
the dying — and the soldiers who
beat up the survivoss. He hides the

“film in a grave before being
. arrested and beld for nine hours.

In the early bours of the rmaorning

“heé retrieves the film and smuggles

tt out of the country.

This brave action by Max Stahl
was crucial. ft provided the first
piece of incontrovestibie evidence
of the cruelty and oppression of
the occupving regime. Fhe film,
which was shown around the
world, was a vital ool in a gruel-
ling and gruesome public relations
campaiga. 1t is a campaign being
waged by a man b Ting the
waorld tellinug peojl ntoot
destruction of his nati.
bying for support ter Ehr
dence of East Timor fron,
sia, which illeguby annesed it
1975,

“Jose Ramws-Horta is an ambas-
sddor with no embassy. no official

Jose Ramos-Horia
travels the world
"todrum up interest
in the plight
of East Timor.
Margaret Coles
met him in London

residence and no expegscacoonnt.
Wherever he goes, his {ares,
econmmadation and fond are pro-
vided by friends and svimpathis-
ers. His only income & his salary
3s a director of a dipdemacy Lrain-
ing course at an australian
TRiversity.

His is a Jormicabic assigement.
The world commandy cunlinpes
Ey gve aid and sell aran to Indone-
sig. despite its defimce of 20
United Nations resoluticos calling
for its withdrawzl, ad despite
what Amnesty Intermational has
described as a gross ind svstem
atic abuse of hman rghis. Indoe-
nesia has murcered 200 004
peuple, ane-third o the East
Timaorese vation by bombing,
Mmassacre, jorture and stervation.
The Western powers have no
vested dulerest: East Timar s of
ne skrategic imparianc:

As for putdic sympathy, zhere
are s nany werthy risal ransesin
Far away places and mest people in
tae West would probasy be hard
pud 1o find Fast Tipor nathe raap
it is 404 miles aoth-west of Aus-
traliaj), There have bien massa.
cres on a geunocidat xade in the
region before. The mlvnesian
govert nent kilked betveon balf a
millice and a willion o their own

peuple during the suppression af
the Communists in 1965 and 15656

Ramos-Horta, who is in Briain
this week, talked about his task.
He speaks ia a low measured tone

of the harrors his country faces

and of his role in publicising jts
cause. He lists his main targets as
the Eurcepean Community, the
United States aad Japan. ] work
in two wavs: to spread inforcation
— to tel! people about East Tunor
and that we are fighting for inde-
pendence — and to lobby hard the
governments who can belp us.

‘1 bave to play at very different
tevels. I cannot deal only with FOV-
ernments. The media, non-
gavernmental orgapisations, pub-
lic opinion, are also verwy
important. If there's anything eov-
eraments respond to. it's public
pressure — but public pressure
can only be generated through the
media.”

Everywhere he goes, he relies
an sapporters fo prepare the
ground. T am pot atene. Thore
are countless penple who keep the
machine functioning, churning out
docunentation, very high qaality
information, which makes my job
easier becavse when 1 talk 1o ofB-
clals and politicians they have
already beea very thoroaghly
briefed

Meefings with foreign govern-
rments can be arranged through
PYortugal. which is still the legal
administrater of its farmer calony
or thraugh the Portovuyese-
speaking African countries.
Friends who have influence, if not
power, will often smooth his path,
When we met he had just arrived
from a meeling with the French
government. A junier diplenatl
had been assigned to see me. 3ut

'THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

wﬂk the second
cfficial in the For-

tﬂes o keep one step
aﬁm&a’f Tadones.a's Foremn Mio-

ShE r Ali Alatas. “ Tt isn’t casy.
W]fi%iie has the resources of one
of the most ingportant countries in
our region, 1 have almost nonc;
bast il this day and age of modern
ions vou don't have to
ol dolhrs to steal the

s maungural mect-

Pans of the World
iew aid consortium, the
i ,;e Gioup vn Tndonesia.

people are organising
Yations, petitious and
fevences to put Indone-
chan rights record and the
fon of East Timor under
i ighit, to make it difficult

] m@ﬁmeme t3 give Indonesia
tﬁe‘ﬁhe ‘b;!hon dollars it has

_mmrms place rival
‘e aleeady limited tinue,
¢ sympathy of offi-

. ads ol ey
- Sudas, Sonializ, Yo
© Burma. *It makes it

cials, meflia. and the
West. He is well. 3
count

for us,’ ﬁut people havey

&
coefrol.” But thongh
get frustrated and
cannot help bnt also
They have to inake a chgped. Soik's
up to me to try to sefl thg’sm i}g
appealing tu tie person
tariam instincts.’

Thanks to Max Stahl ;
nature of ihe Indonesiy
tion is now beyond da
and the Yorkshire TV
whom he was wo
recently awarded Amn
national s media award
Ramos-Horta it was ;
pcint

“A whole village can
out and it means absol
ing to anvbody outside B3
H it is not reparted. ang
tell you how many vill
been completely wiped
since the filin of Noversh
niedia has finally wokes
realised that what I have
ing them for the- past
wasn't lies or imagiain
enagbles me sometimes i
rde to government o
they have no choice hul
and ewallnw it and w!m
action.'
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‘Hidden Terror in East Timor

In 1976, after Portugal freed its colony of
FEast Timor, Indonesia foreibly annexed
the territory as its 27th province, Ever
since, the Timorese pevple have been wag-
ing a struggle for independence. José Ra-
mosHorta fled just before the army inve
sion and has been one of his country's main
spokesmen abroad. Now special represen:
tutive for the National Council of Maubere
Resistance, a coalition of Timorese parties
and organtzations, he spoke recently with
Newswiex's Anne Underwood in New
York. Excerpts:

UNDERWOOD: What brings you here?
RAMOS-HORYA: [ came to deliver a let-
ter from resistance leader Cmdr. Xanana
Gusmao to the [J.N. secretary-general,
reiterating our willingness to engage in
dialogue without preconditions, under
the auspices ofthe U.N., between Indone-
gia on the one hand and East Timor and
Portugal on the other. We are willing to
explore all ideas, but so far Indonesia
- b refused the inclusion of Bast Timer
in the talks.

How would the peace process unfold?

As g first step, we would recommend
giving East Timor special status as an
autonomous territory. This could last
five years, during which we would elect a
local assembly and enact our own domea-
tic laws, At the end of five years, it could
be renewed, or we could hold & referen-
dum on our future status. This would
save face for Indonesia and also prevent
any aggravation of the situation.

How active is the resistance now?

W yuu refen Wwthe guerrillas alone, they
do not present a major threat to Indone-
via. Actual numbers of people engaged in
armed resistance number only a few
hundred. They serve mainly as a power-
ful symbol for the people, who are con-
stantly engaged in political, eultural, re-
ligious and psychological resistance.

Passive resistance?

The most important form of resistance
18 joining the {Roman) Catholic Church.
Calliwlicisin in Basl Tinvr expluded from
a mere 30 percent of the population to
almost 100 percent in a little over 10
years, because ihe cliurch las stood Arm-
1y An the vide of the pereecutad So many
priests have been heaten zeversly in
the countryside, spat at, their houses

searched, The bishop himself is under
constant surveillance and harassment.

You've been out of the country naarly 17
years. How do you get your information?

An underground network smuggles
out leiters, photographs and reports. !

| also get information from specialists 1
} send to Eaat Timor—moatly forcignere

who go as tourists. Other important
sources are churches, diplomats, foreign
embassies in Jakarta, Asia Walch and
Amnesty International. '

We heard a lot about the massacre last
Novembar 12 because two Westarn journal-

ists happened to be there and wera heaten. © sec them at the Hilton lHotel instead of

Would you say this magsacre was unusual?

It was not an aberration. In the Indones:

sian military culture, violence is an in-
surwneutof policy and ameans to extract
loyalty and obedience, . . . Jt's hard for
people abroad to believe because they
don’t know the nature of the Indoncaian
Army Cmoday ahistary nfull thinwilthe
dene. Paople will say, "My God, it was
true,” Bul by then it will be too late.

|

Is the government still claiming that only
10 people died in the November attack?

No, they're now saying that about 80
wore kilied and 91 "disappeared.” We

believe that more than 200 died,

What documentation dn ynu have ahout
the current situation?

Information | received indicates that
there are 500 to 600 people detained in
the countryside. Many ave held in mili-
tary camps; others ar¢ imprisoned in pri-
vate homes ol military officers, which are
in fact slave houses and torture centers,
Indonesia denies the existence of these
places, and they are beyond the reach of
any international organizations. What
[Red Cross) officer would dare ask to in.
vestigate a private home?

Part of the reason the Western powers
digt not support East Timor was that they
saw tha conflict in East-West terms, claim-

Ing that the resistance was communist. Is |

that a valid argument? Was It aver?
There were perhaps haif a dozen Marx-

ists. But the West atill continues to sup-

port Indonesia, which shows that the old
argument was a faise one. Now they
claim that an independent East Timor

© would cause the disintegration of Indone-

ata - tho Yugoeluvia econurio. Thereis no
such parallel. There are no forces pulling
in different directions that make confiict
resolution difficult. A solution would be
easy if only there were political will.

How were you received in Washington?

Very well. Rep. Tony Hall has just in-
troduced a bill that calls for mandatory
sanctivns against Indoneeia, cutting off
trade and military assistunce uniil Indo-
nesiy ggrees to a referendum.

. As a result, have you seen any changes in
the State Department position?
Absolutely not. ] met with them in a

. clandestine fazhion. They asked me Lo

. the State Depurtment, probably because

u meeling at the State Department itse}t
would upset Indonesia. Diplomats do not
like to disturb the statua quo, But if the
State Department, without cailing for
sanctions or anything of the gort, were to

! state uncquiveeally that Indonguiu haito

mave tnward halding a raferandum un-
der TN supervisinn Indonesia would

. start to rethink iws policics,

58
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“Timor changes forecast |

By CHRISTOPHER RICHARDS

An international authority on
Indonesia sees faint signs of an
eventual accommodation over
East Timor, a process likely to
leave the Australian Government
acutely embarrassed. Australia
has gone further than many coun-
- tries in . recognising Indonesia’s
right to rule the troubled province.

Professor Benedict Anderson
said he could only think that Aus-
tralia had forced itself into the sit-
uation “because of the benefits
that are likely to accrue” from
expected mineral and oil
resources in the Timor Gap.

The academic, speaking in Mel-
bourne, said East Timor was
“going to have to be independent
eventually” and there were signs
that senior Indonesian leaders
were preparing the ground.

But even before 1ndependence
Canberra had put itself in a diffi-
. cult position as other countries
came to decide that Indonesia’s
takeover was unacceptable.

The then Prime Minister, Mr
Hawke, recognised Indonesian
sovereignty over East Timor in
1985. Previous administrations
had recognised the fact of East

Timor’s incorporation. None
agreed with the method of the
takeover.

By the time the Timor Gap
yields oil or minerals, Canberra’s
policy of recognising Indonesia’s
de jure (by right) sovereignty
would be obsolete, he said.

“The shrewd policy was the
Americans’, who kept themselves
from saying de jure, and so were
not in direct opposition to the Unit-
ed Nations,” the professor said.

“This left open the possibility
for a change in the policy without
humiliation. I think the US is get-
ting ready to decide that sover-
eignty is not de facto any more.

“Australia is in the awkward
position, if a wider change in opin-

ion does come, of going to have to .

say, ‘We were wrong’. It seems to
have been unnecessary and is
really quite embarrassing.”

Professor Anderson lectures in
international studies at Cornell
University in the United States
and directs a project there on
modern Indonesia. He has been
barred from visiting Indonesia for
20 years.

He said that while it made sense

“for Canberra to try to get along

with Jakarta, “it's one thing to

make a policy where you don't
want to upset the Indonesians; it’s
quite another to go to the Inter-
national Court of Justice to fight
against the Portuguese case” on
the Timor Gap treaty between
Australia and Indonesia.

He said it was hard to believe
that the case would go against Por-
tugal, which would be ‘“‘another
slap in the face” for Australia.

Events had forced an “astonish-
ing change in the perception” of
many of Jakarta’s leaders about
what they faced in East Timor.
Events had also broken the soli-
darity of the ruling group in Indo-
nesia, leaving room for change.

Professor Anderson fell foul of
Indonesian authorities with a
report in 1965 casting doubt on
accusations against the Commu-
nist Party, which was the subject
of a violent purge. Later, he gave
evidence to US congresional com-
mittees that put human rights
amendments in foreign aid bills
and forced the release of many
prisoners held on the .notorious
Buru Island prison.

He is visiting Melbourne at the
invitation of ABC Radio’s ‘Indian
Pacific’ program and Radio
National.




’ East

v
i
i
v
l

By MARGO KlNGST ON
Canberra N

‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs,
"Senator Evans, conceded yester-
*day that. Indonesia“ would fail ‘to
‘afford the people of East Timor
; acceptable human rights for a long

; tlrne.

Speaking ata human righis con-
%ference in Canberra, he said the
.Indonesian Govérnment’s re-
-Sponse to the November Dili-mas-
{sacre. had “not by any means
‘(bee p

i Smce Austraha had accepted
‘Indonesia’s takeover of East
Timor in the late 1970s " ‘with a
,heavy heart”, it had- tried to,
.encourage Indonesia to respect its”
inhabitants’ human rights, “and I
:fear we may have to be doing it for
.a good many years yet". :

!

| Senator Evans,-who said Austra-
ilia maintained its opposition to the
‘takeover despite officially recog-
nising.it,-also predicted that East .
Timor would, never gain- lts mde—
:pendence. .

'

i “Nobody believes that (the 1975

,invasion) was defensible or justifi- .

able. It's a' continuing source of -
concern and worry (and) we don’t -

‘pretend for a moment that the sub-

‘sequent_course of events has in
‘any way' justified what’s hap—
pened " he said.

" But‘time and domestic Indone-
isian_politics meant there was no

-Senator Evans Indones:a

basis “on which that partlcular un-

happy: course of events in 1975

could be overturned”,'-
Indonesia would never with-

7E
THE AGE 18/07/02

draw _because, of “the blood, the

s .response “not perfect" ,'e

sweat and the tears” it spent to
take over the country, and fears

* that withdrawal would encourage | i

other ethnic groups in Indonesia’ to
press for independence. .

Atse
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Timor changes forecast .

By CHRISTOPHER RICHARDS
An international authorlty on

- Indonesia sees faint signs of an

eventual accommodation over

- East Timor, a process likely to

leave the Australlan Government
acutely embarrassed. Australia

has gone further than many coun- .

tries in recognising Indonesia’s
right to rule the troubled province.

Professor Benedict Anderson
said he could only think that Aus-

tralia had forced itself into the sit- '

uation “because of the benefits
that are likely to accrue” from
expected mineral and oil
resources in the Timor Gap.
The academic, speaking in Mel-
bourne, said East Timor was
“going to have to be independent
eventually” and there were signs
that senior Indonesian leaders
were preparing the ground.
But even before mdependence
Canberra had put itself in a diffi-

cult position as other countries .

came to decide that Indonesia’s
takeover was unacceptable.

The then Prime Minister, Mr

Hawke, recognised Indonesian
sovereignty over East Timor in
1985. Previous administrations
had recognised the fact of East

Timor’s mcorporatlon None
agreed with the method of the
takeover.

By the time. the Tlmor Gap

yields oil or minerals, Canberra’s
policy of recognising Indonesia’s
de jure '(by ‘right) sovereignty
would be.obsolete, he- said...
“The shrewd policy was. the
Americans’, who kept-themselves
from saying de jure, and so were
not in direct opposition to the Unit-
ed Nations,” the professor said.

“This left open- the -possibility . -

for a change in the pollcy without
humiliation. I think the US is get-
ting ready to decide that sover-
eignty is not de facto any more.

“Australia is -in the awkward
posmon, if a wider change in opin-
ion does come, of gomg to have to
say, ‘We were wrong’. It seems to
have been unnecessary and is
really quite embarrassing.”

Professor Anderson lectures in
international studies at™ Cornell
University in the United States
and directs a project there on
modern Indonesia. He has been
barred from visiting Indonesia for
20 years. .

He said that whlle it- made sense
for Canberra to try to get along
with Jakarta, “it’s one thing to

make a policy where you don’t
want to upset the Indonesians; it’s
quite another to go to the Inter-
national Court of Justice to fight

1
|

against the Portuguese case” on '

the Timor Gap treaty between-

Australia and Indonesia.

He said it was hard to beliéve .,

that the case would go against Por-
tugal, which would be “another
slap in the face” for Australia.

. Events had forced an “astonish-
ing change in the perception” of

many of Jakarta’s leaders about
what ‘they faced in East Timor. :

darity of the ruling group in Indo-

nesia, leaving room for change.
Professor Anderson fell foul of

Indonesian authorities with a

report in 1965 casting doubt on .
- accusations against the Commu-

nist Party, which was the subject
of a violent purge. Later, he gave
evidence to US congresional com-
mittees that put human rights
amendments in foreign aid bills
and forced the release of many
prisoners held. on the notorious
Buru Island prison.

He is visiting Melbourne at the
invitation of ABC Radio’s ‘Indian
Pacific’ program and Radio

' National.

'Timorese jailed

THE AGE
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¢ An East Timorese man was ;
* today sentenced 'to two years’in':
.. prison on charges that he was+ -

" involved in a clash that led to
- anti-Indonesian protests. Joao -

" dos Santos, 23, was the last to be
, sentenced of f1ve East

¢ Timorese accused of

. involvement in the clash last
i 28 October. The Government
1 alleges supporters of East

. Timorese' independence

troops outside a church in D111

, East Timor’s capital.

[

i
i
t
|
i
clashed with pro-Indonesian i
|
I

— AP
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11 Troops killﬁf) ree:

\
)
¢ JAKARTA: . Indonesian
Aroops had shot dead three al-
ileged members of a pro-
lindependence movement’ in
East Timor and arrested two
others, the leading daily
'newspaper, Kompas, reported
yesterday.

' The, military operational
command chief for East
Timor, = Brigadier-General
Theo Syafei, said an army
patrol was ambushed by Fre-
‘tilin ‘guerillas in Atsabe in
,East Timor’s mountainous
centre

| Three members of Fretilin,

.a pro-independence group °

‘that has been fighting since
‘Indonesian troops invaded
‘East Timor in 1975, were kil-

Fretilin guerillas

. whether there were any casu-

?%Z,

led in the battle and two were
captured.
General Syafei did not say

!

alties among the troops.

The Indonesian armed for-
ces had now changed their
strategy in East Timor and he
expected more armed clashes
with Fretilin. K ’

The new strategy would lead
to an average of seven to 10
clashes -each month com- -
pared with the present aver-
age of two, General Syafel
added.

He estimated the streng‘t,h
of Fretilin to. be about 200 }
people with about 119 fi- |
rearms,

.arp .. ]
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1IN BRIEF ﬂ
D|I| 66 sought

Jakana, Tuesday |

‘ Indonesia’s military today sald4
it was still seeking 66 people
I believed to be missing after ﬂ
troops shot into a crowd in Dili
‘ in East Timor last November {
; causing scores of deaths. A
. military investigation team haﬁl
?.

failed to find any evidence of
burials of those killed in the
shooting other than the 18

claimed by, the military in the]
) vxllage bf Héra. — AFF

f
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' Timor n%meeéw :

JAKARTA: The East Timor chap—'
ter of the ruling Golkar party has|

‘proposed three islanders — Mr Man-l
latuto Regent Abilio Osorio Soares,

‘Mr Kovalima Regent Rui Ermhano‘
| Tezeira Lopez and Mr Gullherme'
dos Santos — as candidates for the'
Inexb governorship of the, former:
@tuguese colony.

J
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- Indonesia’s. “unacceptable:. vmla- »

.held in Manila m October

- - e
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By LINDSAY MURI?OCH,

Manila, Friday ‘Yl?

).
Portugal’s. attempt t(?/ pressure
Indonesia over East Timor has
caused a serious rift in relations

between the six-member Associa~’
tion of South-East Asia Nations,

and the European Community.

ASEAN foreign ministers meet-

ing in Manila are furious that Por-
tugal has blocked an ambitious co-

. ‘'operation agreement with the EC
‘because. of what ‘Portugal’s For-
" eign Minister, Mr .Joao. de ‘Deus -

Pinheiro, denounced ‘last. week as

tion of human rights”.

As a protest, ASEAN.is' conslder- g

ing abandoning: a . meeting .of '
ASEAN .and EC ministers -to: be.’

' THE AGE 25/07/92
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‘Abdullah Badawi, said that it was
“most unfortunate” that the EC
had allowed Portugal to threaten
cooperation between ASEAN and
the EC. “I hope that action by Por-

“tugal will not be an obstacle to

achieving the objective of enhanc-

"ing EC-ASEAN cooperation.” .
Indonesia’s Foreign Minister,
‘Mr Ali Alatas, declined to com- -

ment on the row, which diplomats
said had embarrassed the Euro—
pean Commission.

- Portugai, the former “colonial

.power in East Timor, has said it .
.'will continue to use its veto to.
7. ‘block the EC-ASEAN pact which
.'was designed to encourage in-

‘creased European investment in
Asla, allow the EC to have a great-

“Timor dispute threatens EC pact

Malaysia’s Foreign Minlster; Mr )

1it intellectual property nghts
Portugal wants Indonesia to
take part in internationally spon-
sored talks on the future of East
Timor. Since the massacre of
scores of East Timorese during an

anti-Government rally last No-.

vember, it has stepped up its ef-
forts in international forums to
press Jakarta to allow the people

_of the territory to decide thelr own

future. -

In a meeting between ASEAN
and its main allies today, Austra-
lia's Foreign Minister, Senator

Evans, said Australia’ welcomed

action taken by the.Indonesian
Government following the East
Timor massacre. “Countries in our

" region do move toward imore open
. political systems at their own pace

., ©F 8BY | in ASEAN affairs and bene- ‘. '

.
v

o

and’ in thelr own way, but the trend .

\lao

' is clear — and welcome.”

"In a speech at the'annual talks,
Senator Evans said the role of
Japan and China as major regional

powers will come ‘into sharper .

focus as Russia and the US be-
come “less all-pervasive” powers
in the region.

Senator Evans welcomed an

assurance by the Chinese Foreign -

Minister, Mr Qian Qichen, in Ma-
nila that China would not seek to
“fill up the vacuum” in Asia and
the Pacific..

He warned Japan that there was’
“considerabje resistance” in the
region to it assuming an enhanced
security role “even in the very’
narrowly defined context of UN-
ponsored peace-keeplng opera-
tlons
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Stayout of . ~ NZ hears on Dili death
@ @ ,
: - WELLINGTON:  Jakarta ti ; »
ROllthS, L ~, had responded to Welling. f\.l{ﬁ? ﬁgggfﬁgss;?id resulted.
- - ton’s requests for an explana- President Suharto had ex-

B [ ]
] - . tion of the death of one of its
. blShOp tOld i citizens in the East Timor pressed deep regret over the

incident and New Zealand ap-

. Vs P capital of Dili last November, i i

. Jakarta, M°"day%g?916 J ‘) Vv ‘ the New Zealand Foreign b I;ma},lt;ed that, he said.

: AR ional ° Minister, Mr Don McKinnon, He had discussed the issue
East Timor’s military opérdtiona said yesterday. with the Indonesian Foreign

commander, Brigadier-General
Theo Syafei, has warned Roman
Catholic Bishop Carlos Ximenes
‘Belo to keep out of politics, the
‘Jakarta Post’ said today.

“I have told the bishop that he is
a representative of the Catholic
Church ... and so it is not neces-
sary to make comments on politics
such as the issue of the new gover-
nor,” it quoted General Syafei as

Minister, Mr Ali Alatas, in
New Zealander Kamal Ba- Manila at last week’s post-
madhaj was among at least 50 ministerial conference of the
: people killed when Indonesian Association  of South-East,
!:roops fired on demonstrators Asian Nations
in Dili on November 12, '
. ) “Consequently, there are
The' Indonesian Govern- still uncertainties about the
ment, referring to the chaotic events surrounding Kamal -
atmosphere of the demon- Bamadhaj’s death which we -
stration in Dili, said that cannot realistically expect to
spontaneous and unauthor- be clarified,” Mr McKj non

nor of the former Portuguese
colony would be a native.

. The present Governor, Mr
Mario Viegas Carrascalao, is '

scheduled to end his second five- .

year term in September. Indone- - .
sian laws bar a governor from -

serving a third successive term.

© The ‘Kompas’ daily quoted

saying. o . : )
. Earlier this month, Bishop Belo ° . lsgg tsﬁiototlngs tlgagl occurred said. I-2/87S
expressed the hope the next gover- S a ab, regrettably, casual- /wachFP#%
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 Portugal protest

- General Syafei as saying that two . ' : ) Portugal toda Y !
members of Fretilin had surren- : .I Europgean Con);rgllfncilt{;d 2
‘dered. : . cooperation agr i

Fretilin, which General Syafei , BruIs)sels with %hzennll:;tbg;s of

and 121 rifles, has been fighting of : In i
‘Indonesian troops since their inva- col(cj)l:lr;'lgli}slél;iastto'll‘.?ril%xlfsﬁfgrmer
sion in 1975. o AFP foreign ministers dropped .
_ discussion of the accord after
Portugal’s Foreign Minister, Mr-
Joao de Deus Pinheiro, listed
alleged atrocities in East Timor.

said had been reduced to 200 men : : ) ASEAN in protest at the killing

P
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Timorese jailed
" Jakarta, Monday R
- An East Timorese involved in the '~ .
- clash that led to a bloody anti- C ' ) . T '~-~——--‘Y
+ Indonesia protest last November o : Promoted P
was sentenced to two years and ' ‘ . ' o i )
three months in prison, the official | : o g f}t%(ﬁifég ﬁﬁa‘}élgg;gglt%g
Anta.r a newsagency reported toqay; : . ) 13 soldiers over the shoot-
Alexio da Sllva., 22, was found guilty . ing an alleged separatist °
of masterminding a clash between - leader in Irian Jaya, the
supporters of independence for :’Kompas daily -Said yester-
| .East Timor-and pro-Indonesian day. Meanwhile, -Antara
youths on 28.October. Two people . ) B newsagency re‘?‘(t)rted the
were killed in the clashin the East - é?gggf;éaftlo‘{)ﬂselnag’s was
Timorese capital of Dll}' . ‘ : . television station to gain
I S _:_A__Fi_ ) o ' ‘public support.
THE AGE’§5'/07/92 o .. HERALD SUN 12]07/92
P P N /07 . ’ . ‘ , 4 j e o~
;‘.\J'- ;o . / ' . s . . A . SN 7 .// «.) ;‘}
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life term ™~

By LINDSAY MURDOCH
South-East Asia correspondent,
Manila, Wednesday

Australia’s Foreign Minister, Sena-

tor Evans, today described the life
prison sentence of an East Timor-

. ese independence activist as
- “extremely severe” and against

basic human rights.
Senator Evans said there was a

- significant contrast between sen-

tences being given to anti-Indone-
sian protesters and soldiers who
put down -a-rally in Dili last
November by shooting dozens of

people. -

But Senator Evans said the sen-
tencmg in Dili yesterday of Gre-
,gorio da Cunha Saldanha, 29, after
he was found guilty of subversion
in connection with the rally, was
subject to appeal and it was not
appropriate for Australia to lodge
a specific protest to Jakarta.

Saldanha was the fifth East
Timorese sentenced for allegedly
helping to instigate the pro-inde-
pendence protest. The first four
were sentenced to terms ranging
from five years and eight months
to 15 years. Another three still are
being tried.

Military tribunals have sen-
tenced 10 military officers to
terms ranging from eight to 20

™ months for violating military regu-

Senator Evans: not appro-
priate to protest.

for Timor
protester

" lations in handling the protesters
in Dili, the East Timor capital.

A Government commission |

found that 50 people were Kkilled
and about 90 others were missing
— either dead or in hiding. How-
ever, foreign observers estimated
the death toll was more than
double that figure. The commis-
sion blamed soldiers for over-
reacting to the protests.

Speaking in Manila, .Senator
Evans said Australia had made it
clear that it thought the penalties
being imposed on all the civilians
who had appeared in court on
charges relating to the massacre
were severe and the latest sen-
tence accentuated the point.

Senator Evans told the Senate
on 16 June that sentences on Indo-
nesian soldiers involved in the
massacre ranged from eight

'vans hits |

months to 18 months in jail while '
sentences on civilians were far-I

greater.

Senator Evans said he had made .
constantly clear Australia’s recog- '
nition. that the Indonesian army °

had ‘taken significant action “so
far as its own default on this occa-

. sion is concerned”.

He said: “That’s rather unprece-

dented in modern Indonesian his-
tory and the significance of it
ought to be appreciated by Austra-
lia and the international com-
munity.”

Asked by reporters if he thought
Saldanha had any chance of a fair
appeal, Senator Evans said: “Well,

I don’t want to make any assump- |

tions to the contrary. The basic dif-
ficulty is that, as with the nature of
the crime ... (the protesters) are
defiant in the Indonesian legal sys-
tem. Political action (in Indone-
sia) can constitute a crime in a

' way that we and many other mem-

bers of the international commu-
nity would regard as inappro-
priate.”

Senator Evans said he was not

saying that the response from the °

Indonesian Government was abso- :

lutely ideal, although this was not *

evidence that the massacre was
the subject of central direction
from Jakarta.

-

G~

i A spokesman for Senator
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Australia
‘slams Dili
life term

. By CAMERON STEWART

L

and AAP
' AUSTRALIA yesterday
criticised ‘an  Indonesian '

court’s life sentence on a Ti-
morese’ demonstrator invol-
ved in last November’s Dili
massacre.

In a separate move, Can-
berra played down sugges-
tions by Indonesia that Aus-
i tralia should fill the gap in
defence exchanges if Ameri-
can military aid to Jakarta
was reduced in protest
against the massacre.

The Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Senator Evans, said
the life sentence — the stiff-
est penalty yet for anyone in-
volved in the massacre — was
extremely severe and did not
sit well with basic human

é.(rﬁﬁaJv 527/§7k>/<;

1
v
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rights.
His comments are the
strongest Australian con-

demnation yet of the discrep-
ancy in sentences handed out
- o civilians- and milifary in-
volved in the massacre, in
which 50 people were killed in
the official toll. Human rights
groups say up to 100 were
killed.

The United States House of
Representatives has cut def-
ence aid to Indonesia over the
Timor incident. '

In a Melbourne newspaper
interview, Indonesian Air
Vice-Marshal Teddy Rusdy
said Indonesia could turn to
other countries such as Aus-
tralia for military training.

¢ Evans said that Australia al-
» ready had a number of mili-
. tary exchange programs with
- Indonesia and would not be
" in a position to replace those :
offered by the US. '

L Full repprt — Page 7

The Australian 02/07/92



. Jakarta relatlo S

| THE Indonesian Defence Muuster Mr Benny Murdani,
is readily able to explain the marked difference in prison
| sentences given demonstrators and soldiers in East Timor
‘after the Dili massacre. The Timorese demonstrators, he
_said, had been agitating for a separate State and thus were.
' subversives. The soldiers, however, were insubordinate —

! “in this case, shooting without an order from the superior |

! officer”. This is surely an unacceptable distinction.
One Timorese was given a life sentence by a civil court
i and five others received sentences ranging from 9-15 years
,‘ in prison. No soldier received a prison sentence longer than
{ 18 meonths. Our Foreign Minister, Senator Evans, has.
' . protested against the severity of the sentences given to non-
' violent dissidents and the leniency shown the soldiers.
____Yet he also has criticised as an over-reaction to the Dili
massacre the recent vote of the United Sfates House of”I
Representatives — the ultimate ‘intention of which is to !
curtail ‘military aid to Indonesia. Senator Evans’s fine
discriminations in policy should serve as a reminder that
»Austrahan relations with Indonesia are delicately balanced. }
" Our Government’s response has been to emphasise that ;
fno known evidence suggests the killings were directed by |
J akarta; that President Suharto, the military and many.:
Indone51ans expressed regret for the killings.
l ~ Canberra has insisted that it would be cruel to encourage !
'vain hopes for self-determination in East Timor. Our |
officials express sympathy for Jakarta’s mission of lnternal
.colonisation, whereby a nation State is being forged from an
archipelago of islands and ethnic groups. They argue that
the remedy for Timorese discontent will be found :.in"
reconomic advance and attendant liberalisation.
. ANl of this is reasonable, but the challenge faclng
'Australian policy: is made plain by Senator Evans’s’
~response to the Dili sentences. It is not really a question of
{disparity between civil and military courts. A military court
iin Northern Sumatra recently sentenced a police sergeant
'to 16 years’ prison. He, like the Timorese; was a separatist.
Senator Evans properly argues that non-violent
d1551dents should not face lengthy prison terms. Yet at the ,
‘same time our Government. believes expressions of’
separatist dissent in East Timor are futile. And in accepting
vIndoneSIan sovereignty — and the peculiar challenges facing
its expression in a unified State — our officials are ill-placed
'to argue'against the vigorous prosecution of subversives.-
Senator Evans must hope that the East Timorese also,
jaccept the inevitability of Indonesian rule and that, .as,
‘Indonesia 'becomes more secure and prosperous, it
'becomes able to accept a wider range- of political dissent.

>
J

(. IN common, I am sure,
‘with many Australians and
Australian residents, ‘I feel
‘that the reaction of our
,Government to the massacre
in East Timor, and to the re-
cent sentencing of peaceful
!demonstrators to lengthy
periods in jail, has been
entirely inadequate, mealy-
mouthed, subservient and
cowardly. — STEVE YOL-
LAND Nyora, V1c

)
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condemns
Timorese
life term

By foreign affairs writer CAMERON STEWART and

VAUDINE ENGLAND in Manila

AUSTRALIA condemned
yesterday the sentencing of
a Timorese protester to life
imprisonment, saying the
decision .was extremely
Severe and did not sit well
with basic human rights.

The comments, by the Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs,
Senator Evans, were the
strongest Australian criticism
yet of the discrepancy be-
tween sentences handed out
to civilians and those handed
out to the military involved in
the East Timor massacre.

A court in East Timor sen-
tenced Gregorio da Cunha
Saldanha on Tuesday to life
imprisonment for leading the
anti-Indonesia demonstration
that preceded the Dili
massacre last November.

Saldanha, 29, a civil servant
at the Dili hospital, was also
found guilty of other subver-
sive activities, including mem-
bership of the separatist
group Fretilin, a Legal Aid In-
stitute spokesman said.

Fretilin
member

The sentence was the heavi-
est since Indonesian soldiers
fired into a crowd, killing at
least 50 people and wounding
91, according to an official
Indonesian inquiry.

A further 90 civilians are of-
ficially listed as missing.

Australia has expressed con-
cern that trials for unarmed
civilians involved in the
demonstration have resulted
in sentences of between six
months and life, while sent-
ences for military officers
have ranged from only eight
to 18 months.

“We think all the civilian
penalties that have been han-
ded out to those demonstrat-
ing or organising demonstra-
tions really are extremely
severe and not ones that
really sit well with basic
human rights principles,”
Senator Evans said in Manila
yesterday. .

However, he said the deci-
sion_by the military to admit

- fault and conduct an inquiry

into the massacre was un-

precedented and should be
appreciated by Australia and
the international community.

“Nobody suggests for a mo-
ment that an ideal balance
has yet been reached, so far
as the views of the inter-
national community are con-
cerned, but at least we ought
to give recognition to progress
where that’s due,” he said.

“That particular case is sub-
ject to appeal and I don’t
think it’s appropriate for me
to make any more specific
comment about it or any of
the other cases that are sub-
ject to appeal. But a general
pattern has emerged and
we’'ve made clear our response
to that.”

Senator Evans criticised last
week a United States decision
to cut military aid to Indo-
nesia, arguing punitive ac-
tions were inappropriate be-
cause the massacre was not g
deliberate act of Indonesian
policy.

Judge Hieronimus Godang,
in passing sentence, said Sal-
danha was guilty of subver-
sion for having undermined
the power of the State and its
apparatus, the legal institute
Spokesman said.

Saldanha, who was arrested
shortly after the massacre,
had been active in gathering
people for the demonstration,
the judge said, adding he had
incited the crowd to provoke
members of the military.

At an earlier hearing, Sal-
danha was also charged with
being chairman of the Na-
tional Resistance Committee
of Timorese Youth, a group
affiliated to the East Timo-
rese separatist movement.

According to the findings of
the court, Saldanha attended
a series of resistance commit-
tee meetings between last
July and September to pre-
pare anti-Indonesian protests.

The defendant had been a
Fretilin member since 1989
and had distributed pamph-
lets stating separatist gueril-
las would always fight for
East Timorese independence,
the judge said.

Saldanha said he would ap-
peal against the verdict.

The court in Dili earlier
Jjailed four East Timorese for
between six and 15 years,

eT
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By foreign affairs writer .
CAMERON STEWART

- INDONESIA took the un-
usual step yesterday of issu-
ing a statement to repeat its
claim that it is serious about

' investigating last November's s

Dili massacre in which at

| least 50 people were killed.

The statement, issued by
the Indonesian embassy in

i Canberra, follows a spate of
- recent criticism by the inter-
*national community, includ-

ing Australia, about discre-
pancies in sentences given to
civilians and military invol-
ved in the massacre.

“The embassy wishes to

reiterate the seriousness of.

the Government of Indonesia
in conducting its investiga-
tion with regard to the Dili
incident by involving several
departments concerned to

: follow up the investigation by
[ the National Commission of
. Inquiry,” the statement says.

It says the inspector-

‘ general of the armed forces
: had conducted a separate in-

vestigation that largely
agreed with the NCI's official
assessment that about 50
people were killed when sold-
iers fired on unarmed pro-in-
dependence demonstrators in
the East Timor capital.

“The estimated death toll of

. the NCI to the figure of 50

people is in line with the in-

; vestigation conducted by the

inspector-general of the
armed forces,” the statement
says. -

The inspector-general’s in-
‘vestigation found 19 people
were confirmed dead with a
further 66 missing.

. “Some of them had been
dead as reported by the NCI,
some might still be alive, hid-
ing somewhere or disap-
peared to the jungles,” the
statement says.

- Human rights organisations
,5ay more than 100 people
were killed in the shootings.

'. Sentences for civilians in-

volved either in, or in the

| lead-up to, the Dili incident

have ranged from six months’
to life imprisonment.

THE AUSTRALIAN 16/07/92

[——-- —

THE AGE 16/07/92

T
THe ,‘\ T
Dili 66 sought
Jakarta, Tuesday
Indonesia’s military today said §

believed to be missing after
troops shot into a crowd in Dilj °
in East Timor last November
causing scores of deaths. A
military.investigation team had
failed to find any evidence of
burials of those killed in the
shooting other than the 18
claimed by the military in the
v1llage of Hera. = AFP

,
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it was still. seeking 66 people '

S L
'Dili massacre inquiry |~ 1G¢
‘A report by the Indonesian National Commission
of Inquiry into the Dili massacre has found that '
"115 people were missing after the incident, up
. from previous official estimates, The report,
! commissioned by President Suharto, found that
" of these, 31 had returned to their villages, and
;only 18 graves had been found. The Indonesian
' embassy in Australia said the inquiry confirmed
i previous official estimates that about 50 people
; died, including some of those stlll classed as

missing. /‘ 077

.)
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‘NEW DELHI: India is inves-
tigating reports that Burmese
troops entered the Indian prov-
ince of Mizora. and beat Bur—
mese students.
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Terror rules still ,
in East Timor je%,,
Jfrom J. P. Kenneally 7/J. éi

I

1
I have just returned fror?{ a'visi to
East Timor. Despite talk of a new,
more conciliatory approach by the'
‘Indonesian military and authori-
-ties, I found the people of Timor"
siffer far more. repression and:
surveillance than when I was
-there in 1990, and I thought it was |
Bad-then.

» The students are seethmg, re-i
s'eﬂtful and restless, many of them |
,stilllin hiding after the 12 Novein-|
Her massacre.. In one college‘
alone, more than 40 students have |
rjot’Feturned to resume their stud-'
.ies as they. are still in mdmg ;

. The leaders are in jail in Jakar-,
ta -Gregorio de Cunha Sadana re-’
ceived a life sentence, another1
iwas: sentenced to 13 years in sharp;
.contrast to the military junior offi-
cers and' men who received sen-i
‘tences ranging from eight to 18
months for their part in the massa-) l
.cTe. )
" * The Catholic Church undoubted-'
ly is-under pressure. General Sya-!
féi said he would take a hard line:
.against all voices of dissent. .The,
Church has been to the fore in de-!
fending and supporting the- Timor-!
ese.people.in their quest for a ref-!
erendum under UN supervision. I
pointed out to a priest that after,
nearly 50 years of Russian domi-,
nation, the Baltic republics re-!
gained their freedom. “Paddy,” he, 1
rep‘lled “Timor and its people;
have not got that amount of time.
The overriding fear ‘of all is that
theTimorese as a people will*
cease to exist.”

*East Timor was closed and I,
could not get permission in Ku-
"pang to enter. I arrived in Dili by
ship from ‘another island. When I
approached the military police oni
the- wharf they waved me away. '
Findlly one ushered me through!
the gate into the street. I accepted
that as permission to stay.

» Security is far tighter than in;
1990. I was subjected to inspection!|
of my: passport everywhere I.went.
'Oné ‘day my passport was inspect-
ed five times, culminating in' five
“houfs interrogation at police HQ in
Dili. A Timorese had denounced
nie,.declaring 1 was Portuguese,,
spoke Portuguese and was a spy. II
was photographed twice that night
and 'fmally allowed to leave. i

. Timor is a police state, kept in|
sub]ectlon by military terror. l
s John Kenneally,
s __Yagoona, (NSW), |

e
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Portugal blocks EC deal
with ASEAN over Timor

. Brussels, Tuesday

Portugal blocked a European
! Community cooperation agree-
. ment with six South-East Asian
. states yesterday in protest at the

killing of demonstrators in'its for-
" mer colony of East Timor.

EC foreign ministers abruptly

 dropped their discussion of a-

* planned accord with the Associa-
tion of South-East Asian Nations

"after the Portuguese Foreign

! Minister, Mr Joao de Deus Pin-

heiro, listed alleged atrocities in
East Timor.

' Diplomats said the matter

i would go back on the EC agenda

. when foreign ministers met again

+ after the summer recess.

, Portuguese officials said Lis-
"bon wanted Indonesia to release
East Timorese political prisoners

~and condemn last November’s‘

Dili massacre.
In Jakarta the Indonesnan
Attorney-General, Mr Singgih,

has defended the harsh sentences .
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on East Timorese charged in rela- -
tion with a demonstration that led
to the massacre.

In an interview published by
‘Tempo’ weekly today, Mr Singgih
said the verdicts on civilians !
charged with involvement in the |
demonstration ‘“cannot be com-!
pared” with those issued by court{
martials on members of the
armed forces linked to the shoot-
ings of the demonstrators.

The Australian Forelgn Minis-!
ter, Senator Evans, said in Can-|
berra yesterday that although the:
verdicts were Indonesia’s inter-
nal affair, Australia deplored the
discrepancies between the ver-
dicts.

Indonesian troops shot into a

-crowd of pro-independence dem-

onstrators at a cemetery in Dili, I
leaving at least 50 dead and some,
90 missing, according to off1c1als

The army said only 19 people’
died. Foreign witnesses said the ’
death toll was 50 to 60.

— Reuter, AFP.




T0: Dr Jose Luis Gomes
Ambassador for Portugal ACFOA

: 124 Napier St. Fitzroy, 3065
Oy Fat et Austrabio. Tel: (03} 417-7505

DATE: 28 July 1992

Dear Jose

Greetings/!

\bj

§ RIGHTS OFFICE

I am writing to ask if you can help me with a couple of matters relating to East

Timor..

1. Do you @ave any further information regarding the accord between- the EC
and Indonesia which Portugal -successfully blocked recently. Media reports have

been fairly brief and uninformative.

2. In my capacity-as -editor of Inside Indonesia could I ask for your comment

regarding the story below which appeared in today's
Australian!

Publishing

ORTUGAL has never
' P been short of indigna-
tion when it comes to
| denouncing the Indonesians
over East Timor and ignoring

its own role in the creation of
the Timorese tragedy.

The Indonesian Government
is also widely criticised for
keeping assorted Portuguese
journalists and activists out of

. . | Dili. But what is good for the
Man thanks and best wishes. | goose is not, ]_t appears, good

7%,ﬁnjl_ned |

e stralian correspond-
ent for Kompass — Indonesia’s
most influential daily news-
paper — has been trying for
months to get permission to |
visit Portugal. Recently she
spent two weeks in London
going into the Portuguese em-
bassy every day, seeking'a visa.
When she asked why she was
being refused the visa, em-
bassy staff told her they had
no comment to make. Freedom
of the press is a one-way street '
in Lisbon, it seems.

; | for the gander. Ratih Hardjo-
a4

Pat Walsh.

e
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IN BRIEF

Timor meeting proposed " ‘x’ﬁ‘/

Jakarta, Monday

 The Governor of East Tlmor, Mr Mario Viegas
| Carrascalao, wants Indonesia and Portugal to.

discuss settling the problems surrounding the
former Portuguese colony. “If we really want to
settle our differences, we should have a
discussion and explain our different points °
clearly,” he said at the weekend. Mr Carrascalao

| said both countries should listen to each other

and be flexible. If they failed to reach .agreement
the East Timorese people would continue to
suffer, he said. . ’
— AFP

IN;;B:RiEF

 “Trick’ thedry
- on Timor clalms

- The author of an International .

» Commission of Jurists report,

y Which alleged that a leading
East Timorese-independence
- activist might be an Indonesian

- agent, now béljeves the

- accusation-could be deliberate

' disinformatioii. Mr Rodney
Lewxs, a Sydney solicitor, said
: yesterday- that-allegations about
the activist-had been spread by
Indonesnan agents to sow
confusnon in the East Timorese
. resistance movement.

. In the rep'6f't released by the
. commission-in'Geneva earlier
. this month, Mr Lewis said

. Indonesian. intélligence mlght
; have provoked and even
-directed the pro-independence

. demonstration'that preceded the
Dili massacre-last November.

| Mr Lewis now thinks the

accusatxons -against the activist,.

. Mr Constantio Pinto, who

dlsappeared after the massacre,
“may be atrick’: .




Evan ducks
Timor reply

By foreign affairs writer CAMERON STEWART and AFP

THE Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Evans,
has refused to comment on a report highly
critical of the Indonesian response to last
November’s Dili massacre. .

The report, by the Australian Section of the

" International Commission of Jurists, which
examines in detail Indonesia’s response of both
civilians and military involved in the massacre,

accuses Indonesia of selectively using evidence :

and witnesses in a commission set up to
investigate the incident.

The ASICJ finding increases pressure on the
Australian Government to take a harder line on
Indonesia’s response to the massacre, in which
at least 50 pro-independence demonstrators
were killed when troops opened fire on them.
The ASICJ is an international legalistic human
rights body.

The author of the report was Sydney lawyer Mr
Rodney Lewis.

In the report Indonesian authorities are accused
of double standards in trials held in the wake of
last November’s massacre.

“Indonesian troops involved in homicide and
serious assault got maximum sentences of 18
months while unarmed Timorese involved in a
peaceful demonstration received sentences
ranging from five years to life in prison,” the
respected organisation saysin a statement.

The report — Tragedy in East Timor: Report on
the Trials in Dili and Jakarta — urged
Indonesian authorities to set up a new
commission of inquiry and if necessary bring
murder charges against soldiers found guilty.

At least 50 people died when troops fired on
demonstrators at a funeral in the East Timor
capital, Dili, in November 1991. The troops
claimed they acted in self-defence.

The ICJ says that although the trials of 13
demonstrators appear fair, the length of the
sentences shows the “grim reality of raising a
voice in dissent” about East Timor.

AFP

'Indon role ¢
Timor demonstration
AT

By MARK METHERELL,
Canberra

The Federal Government yesterday

" reacted cautiously to allegations that
! Indonesian agents incited the protest

that led to the Dili massacre last
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| November.

The International Commission of
Jurists (ICJ) has prepared a report
which includes claims that agents in-
filtrated a Timorese resistance group
to provoke the pro-independence
demonstration.

The report contains hitherto
unpublished_court evidence alleging
that senior Indonesian military offi-
cers had told a detained demonstra-
tor that a leading Timorese activist
was an agent of INTEL, the Indone-
sian military intelligence.

The alleged double agent was
named as Constantio Pinto, a leader
of the Timorese resistance movement
and organiser of the 12 November
demonstration. He disappeared soon
after the killings and was never
charged over the demonstration.

The ICJ tabled the report, prepared
by its Australian section, at a sub-

i commission meeting of the United

‘Nations Commission on Human
Rights in Geneva on Thursday.

The Australian section of the ICJ
has recommended that the President
of Indonesia, Mr Suharto, establish a
new inquiry based on UN principles

" into the 12 November Killings in

which 50 to 100 protesters were killed
by Indonesian soldiers.

_ . —
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aimed In

ter, Senator Evans, said yesterday

Affairs and Trade was studying the
report.

Senator Evans previously has said
there was no evidence of Government
involvement in the killings, which ap-
peared to have been an “aberration”.

The allegations are made in
defence documents filed in the Dili
court which tried protesters on
charges including subversion in the
wake of the killings. The documents
were obtained by Mr Rodney Lewis,
convenor of the Indonesia sub-com-
mittee of the Australian section of the
ICJ.

Mr Lewis, who prepared the report,
said that the allegations about INTEL
infiltration of resistance groups were
made in the defence statement of
26 May 1992 by Gregorio Saldanha,
the head of the Resistance Committee
for Timorese Youth.

Mr Saldanha, who was tried for
subversion and imprisoned for life,
said that Mr Pinto had sent a written
directive to him on 10 November to
carry out the demonstration on 12 No-
vember after the Mass at Motael
Church.

Mr Saldanha’s defence statement
alleges that at the end of November
he was informed by Colonel Pur-
wanto of INTEL that Constantio Pinto
was an INTEL agent, a claim later
repeated during a meeting with the
region’s military commander, Major-
General Sintong Panjaitan, and with
the chief of police in East Timor.
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Incitement claim
in Dili massacre

By TONY HEWETT

An Indonesian spy was' the main
organiser of last year’s protest march in
Dili during which at-least 100 people

were killed, according to the report of a-

mission by the Australian Section of
“the International Commission of
- Jurists (ASICY). _
The spy, known in Timor as Constantio
Pinto, 30, was until after the massdcre a
senior member of Timor’s main resistance
group, Fretilin, and had close links with its
_Teader, Xanana Gusmao, the ASICIJ says in
its report, released late last night.

Evidence of Pinto’s involvement with the.

Indonesian Intelligence Service (INTEL)
emerged earlier this year during the closed
trial of Gregorio'Da Cunha Saldanha,; who
was the other principal organiser of the
November 12 protest march. .

The convenor of the Indonesian sub-
~ committee of the ASICJ, Mr Rodney Lewis,
. a Sydney solicitor, witnessed Saldanha’s
trial in Dili. '

Mr Lewis, the author of the report, has
also inspected many documents relating to
the trials of both the Dili protesters and the
protesters charged in Jakarta for staging a
. demonstration outside a United Nations
building a week after the Dili massacre.

The ASICJ’s report damns the Indone-
sian Government, the military and intelli-
gence over their involvement in the
massacre, which it suggests was part of a
hidden agenda within Government policy
on Timor. .

According to the report, Saldanha and
Francisco Miranda Branco were charged
with subversion after their role in the
protest which turned into a massacre. They
weretried in March this year and Saldanha
was jailed for life and Branco for 15 years.

Six other men — Carlos Lemos, Bonafico

Magno, Juvencio Martins, Filomeno Fer- -

reira, Saturnino Belo and Jacinto Alves —
were charged and sentenced to long jail

terms for violating the harsh provisions in. .

the Indonesian criminal code -outlawing

actions and statements critical of the -

Indonesian Government.

The report says that Saldanha told the court

that when he.was interrogated after the

massacre, during which he was shot, a .

Colonel Purwanto, a senior INTEL officer in
Dili, told him that Pinto was an INTEL agent.

This was later repeatéd to Saldanha by

Major General Sintong Panjaitan, then the .
military commander of the region. The .

chief of police in East Timor was also
present, the report says. :

Saldgnha‘said he was also shown a_l
photograph of a youth by a Lieutenant Edy, .
of the SGI (Dili Intelligence Group). .

Lieutenant Edy had said that although the

youth took part in the demonstration,
where he was photographed holding a -

banner, he was a member of the. SGI. .
According to the report, Saldanha told

his trial: ... INTEL purposely infiltrated -
their agents into our side to influence us
and to incite the demonstrators to take '

. Continued Page 8
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Dili mAssadre:

From Page 1
actions which would .invite a
. reaction from the security forces.
. “Itis clear that if the demon-
strators had any firearms or knives
cor fired any.shots, then this was a

_pre-arranged plan by INTEL.” -
" The report, said the prosecu-

tion told Saldanha’s trial that in
July 6 last year, a meeting of the
National Council of the Maub-

Dili- home of Carlos Lemos,
during which a foithcoming visit
of:.a Portuguese parliamentary
delegation was discussed.

At.a meeting in August, Pinto,
a council member, had suggested
forming and heading an execu-
{tive committee to co-ordinate a
protest to coincide with-the visit.

ere Resistance took place at the.

tion c_laiméd that a November 7
meeting had discussed the can-

_cellation of the Portuguese visit.

The prosecution had claimed
that on November 9 last year,
Pinto wrote to Juvencio Martins
telling him to check whether
there was going to be a Mass at
Dili’s Motael Church on Novem-
ber 12 for Sebastio Gomes, who
was killed on October 28 during
a clash at the church with
Indonesian forces. :

The prosecution had also told

“the trial that on November 10,

Pinto had written to Saldanha
telling him to carry -out the
demonstration after the Mass.

During the demonstration, on
November 12, the protesters
were gathered at the church

agen

i

had no forewarning and had
acted spontaneously in firing.

The report said Pinto was
“central to the planning and
organisational arrangements for
the Dili demonstration”. .

“Here is a person whose
involvement was pivotal, whose
evidence and version of events
would presumnably have been
vital both to the prosecution and
the defence, but of whom noth-
ing is seen or heard at the trials.

“He was not charged with any
of the offences dealt to the others.
He gave no eviderice .. . It is said
of Pinto that he is in hiding. If that
be true, one is led to wonder from

" The report said the prosecu-

when the troops opered fire. The

- S. M. HERALD 14/08/92

which side he is hiding.”

accused .

troops later claimed that they



f. Port Moresby, Friday _ GX

< have agreed to set up trade routes
“across the common PNG-Irian Jaya

* i border, the PNG Prime Minister, Mr

. Paias Wingti, said today.

Mr Wingti, who has just returned
“ from - the Non-Aligned Movement
. summit in Jakarta, said the two coun-
" tries’ had agreed to set up a direct
. shipping and air route between Irian

+ Jaya and PNG’s north-coast towns of

' Vanimo, Madang and Lae.

agriculture officials into Jakarta to
study Indonesia’s rice farming tech-
niques.

Mr Wingti said the way had been
cleared for a supply -ship to sail a
route from the Irian Jaya town of

- Jayapura to Lae. He said Indonesian
aviation authorities had also given
permission for a minor PNG airline
to have direct flights from Vanimo to

the island of Biak, off north-western -

2

| T

| PNG and Indonesia set up trade routes |

' .. Suharto had also agreed to allow PNG
' papua New Guinea and Indonesia

Mr Wingti was the first PNG Prime
Minister to address the Non-Aligned |
Movement summit. )

He held personal talks with several |
regional leaders, including President :.
Suharto, the prime ministers of Singa-
pore and Malaysia, and the Sultan of
Brunei.

He also met the PLO chairman, Mr
Yasser Arafat, who asked PNG to re-
cognise Palestine as a sovereign state.
Mr Wingti said he would ask Cabinet
to consider the question of formal
recognition of the PLO. — AAP

[ " “He- said Indonesia’s President Irian Jaya.
- THE AGE. 05/09/92
. - { offer for Timior talks® /597 |

| The East Timorese rebel leader, Mr

| Xanaria Gusmao, who heads a dwindling

‘| ‘band of guerrilids fighting Indonesian rule .

| in the former Portuguese colony, has‘
‘offered to hold peace talks with President

" Syharto’s Government. “We appeal to,

President Suharto to accept the olive
" pranch we are offering in a'gesture of our
. goodwill,” Mr. Xanana said.’

— Reuter
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Army tlghtens securltywin Dlh

DILI: The Indonesian army
had tightened security in the
East Timor capital because of
reports separatists were plan-
ning ©° an anti-Indonesian
demonstration, military offi-

‘|  cials here said yesterday.

Soldiers had been posted
outside churches, schools and
other buildings.

East Timor’s Catholic
Bishop, Carlos Ximenes Belo,
cancelled mass on Sunday for
security reasons.

“We have to step up secu-
rity to protect the people
from guerillas who are trving
to 1nc1te a.nother anti-Indo-

nesia demonstration,”

army officer said.

~ The'election of a new gover-
nor for the territory later this
month was causing tension in
the capital, he said. There are
four candidates so far — all
East Timorese.

Diplomats in Jakarta said.

they had heard reports of a
planned demonstration in
East Timor to try to embar-
rags. the Government of
President Suharto while it
was hosting the Non-Aligned
Summit in Jakarta last week.

Indonesia has come under
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1nterna.t10na1 pressure to

i

settle the East Timor dlspute
after soldiers fired into &
crowd of mourners last
November, killing up to 180
people.

Jakarta said some of the
mourners turned the occa-
sion into a demonstratlon

-against Indonesian rule at'

the instigation of the Fretlhn
separatist movement.

“We won’t let this ha.ppen-
again because any demons
stration could take more view
tims,” the officer said. o

Indonesia invaded Ea.st. .
Timor in 1975 and annexed 1t -

tlie following year. s

Reuters —

o





