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. Human Rights

1.1. Implications/Analysis:

(a) More and more Asian governments/leaders use
the “Western concept of human rights” as an
excuse for not respecting human rights; (usu-
ally to protect their economic interests)

(b) Philippine government bullied due to economic
reasons, and most countries are “blind” to East
Timor due to economic interests

(c) Most Asian laws today are handed down from
colonizers especially National Security Law,

used not for people but interest of the few in
power ;

(d) Many use and misuse Human Rights concept
for their interests

(e) NGO information on human rights do hot
reached grassroots '

(f) L_ack Asian Human rights System Asian Human
rights Charter and others. |

1.2." Responses / Recommendations:

(a) Wg mus% challenge this view and defend the
universality and indivisibility of human rights

(b) If;?(tj)by h(?me Sovernments re: their relation with

onesia where possible lobby UN for stron-

g8€r sanctions

(c) Critical study on Natio

erating in the re

Peal in the region

‘onal Security Doctrines op-
§lon to work towards its re-

Train East Timoy

. n m > .
INg human rights onitoring and document-

violations (by Asians)

Send fact-ﬁnding missions

S 3
upport East Timor exiles returp

for

1.3. Comments/Suggestions

While there are existing HR
such system in the ASEAN/ Asia-‘
who have worked on these initiatives, an
train exiled Timorese in the various aspects of human r
cation, etc. _ - .

Re points 1.1. there was a suggestion to sut?stantiate Fhe Proposals vw:h real, succinct
arguments based on philosophical, anthropological and historical perspec 1ve.3s.
sed the question of the Philippine groups not just accepting Timorese
morese seeking refuge. »

charters - European, African, it was noted that there is‘no
Pacific region. There are a few HR groups in the region
d these groups should be maximized, especially to
ights work, i.e. documentation, edu-

Gus Miclat rai
exiles for training, but also those Ti

9. Resource Mobilization and Development Cooperation
9.1. Recormendation to concentrate in the following key areas of work:
(a) Political and Policy Advocacy

Pressure the Indonesian government to open East Timor to NGOs

rt the diplomatic initiatives of the CNRM :
f Bishop Belo

churches (e.g. medi-

- Suppo i
rt the Nobel Peace Prize nomination o

) PR ef thru the

(b) Provide and channel humanitarian reli
cines, clothing, etc.)

(c) Capacity-building for the East Timor people ;

Send Fact Finding Teams or study groups to East Timor

inars
- Training exchanges and seminar

- Technology exchange and services
(d) Campaign/ActiorﬂMobilizann
. Generate resources: finances,

east Asia for the Maubere people

titutions in indonesia and East Timor to work for the Maubere
stitu

- Influencein
people

(e) Coordination and Linkages t

nally «non-politic

. the various support groups

diti al” network e.g. adopt a parish movement
Tap the tra 1110
idarity among

en sol o
Strengthen : Relief Association

. Coordinate with East Timor

9 9. Comments/Suggestions |

Re: Proposal to support porgl?oa?l(c))r;.l ?na
are only three groups t/rec\?(frrrl::fent, members of supreme court/judges and previous Nov
bers of the parliament/go

. st ic not advisable for such.
; i ikewise€, pub11c1ty is n
Peace Prize winners. Like
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logistics, and people among NGOs in South-

f Biéhop Belo for Nobel Peace Prize Award, there
te somebody for such award, namely: mem-

el
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3. Church Solidarity
3.1. Backgrounder
(a) Awareness in church circles as outside much greater after Novernber 91
(b) Problern of dealing with Vatican ‘
(c) Continuing appeals by Bishop Belo for support and solidarity
(d) Belo has appealed for visit, assistance (financial, personnel, training)
(e) Political solidarity
3.9. Task
(a) Step up support of Bishop Belo and Est Mimorese Church
(b) Dialogue
(c) Verbal and written support from Church hierarchies world wide
(d) From Protestant churches and progressive muslims
(e) Conduct visits, delegations
(f) Financial and material assistance, training for youth

3.3. Comments/Suggestions

’ The historical experience of the Church in East
impossible for the church to remain merely pastoral. Rat
has radicalized its priests and religious.

Tlmor'is such that it became
her the East Timor experience

(Y

The Vatican, while it has not reco

gnized Ind i
released formal statements protesting the oneslan annex

: ation, ;
lllegal occupation. has neither

4. Women
4.1. Backgrounder

the Philippines, another from a Filipi
Kong, Australia

They expressed the willingne

i SS to di z ;
Timor and take action in their sup >semiinate jn

}ormat' x
port whenevey Possible ¥a R Uwomen in Eit

We appreciate the efforts of th

2 € confere .
a strong emphasis on the male ~'€NCe organizers byt
ciently addressed. leader unfortunately there was

40
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4.9. Recommendations . j
(2) to copy and disseminate the material that is

conference
(b) to identify someone respor_lsi
sent to the APCET secretariat

Furthermore we demand that in futu ;
Timorese will be invited to speak on the sl

4.3. Solidarity Message :
APCET sends its solidarity message to the women (?f Ee}st Tlrrfor. We sulIleor.t th;l;
efforts for full participation of women in decision-making In society as well as In

i imorese.
struggle for self-determination as women and as East Ti

available here at the

ble to collect the material tt}at will be
and send it out to all participants

re conferences (e.g., Sept 94 in Germany) East
tuation and struggle of women in East Timor

4 .4 . Recommendations

(2) Participants willing to d
action whenever possible

(b) Demand that in future conferen
speak on their experiences .

t1

(c) Send solidarity messages from APCET par

Timor :

4.4 Proposals for Resolutions

(a) Condemn population control pro
East Timor
(i) condemn Indonesia

World Bank and IMF

i ainst women, request UN Repre-
i d sexual violence ag
() Becau_se o) Vl%:iﬁf: :; only assume that women speak on behalf of East
sentative on !

: It with the women of East Timor
fic effort to consu
Timor but make specl

4.5. Comments/Suggestions
‘on that preparatory wO

isserninate information about East Timor can take

ces on East Timor that women be invited to

cipants to the women in East

gram in East Timor -- part of genocide in

(i) condemn

1k for the China Conference on women

There was a sugg’
is needed immediately- . that because of a cultU_r.a]. background cg)mpour}ded by {at
The point was ralsfeEast Timor might not be willing to share ttl.qelr egpstnvevrﬁ;fs
painful history, women © o is actually no shortage of information aboutv
was reported, howeVver that ther emn to be made available. Towards

is aneed for th ayaral !
experiences in East Timor, and there lers have decided to take the initiative of putting
this end, this workshop

L rflemb the subject matter.

: ilation of materials on et

ogether a compl the training prograim for the East Timorese raised by the
ed that 1€ e

e assur

It was add ances that women’s perspective will be taken up is not

workshop on church, MeT
satisfactory.
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5. Indigenous Peoples
5.1. Backgrounder/Sharing
Moro

Roughly six million of the total population of the Philippines are Moro. Moro is a
political title for those not subjugated by the Spanish colonizers. Muslim is a term used
for people who have embraced the Islam religion. The moro people have been fighting
for their right to self-determination since time immemorial (thus the term “moro”). These

days there are different factions claiming to be the champion of the moro cause: the
MNLF, MILF, Moro Revolutionary Organization, etc.

The East Timorese experience of a genocide war was also experienced by the Moro

people during the height of the Civil Conflict in Mindanao under the Marcos dictator-
ship.

The Moro and East Timorese peoples go on with the struggle for
determination.

Lumads

Lumad is a Mindanao generic term for Indi
linguistic tribes in Mindanao with the Subanens a

the right to self-

genou§ Peoples. Three are 13 ethno-
s the biggest followed by the Manobos

tppressmn_: the transmigration oli

- 10n and biologica] warfare SR
They consider East Timor more lucky or j .

have been established and their js i
and communities.

Javanization, genocide, militariza Y of Indonesia
tl

West Papua is strugg
and it is difficult for forej
one village to the next.

ling for the rj
ght to self-q inat:
ENeTS 10 get in, (s e fotermmatlon. No NGOs exist in there

8et an interpy)
Passport t
APCET has not endeare port to go from

Sl d itself to | i
struggle can/willimight SReniitag trunknoc:orzﬁma because 4 recogniied East Tj
« Imorese

l 72 ggli g
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6. People's Diplomacy, Education and |

fighting for right to self-determination.

5.9. Recommendations

(a) Support East Timorese struggle for self-determination, therefore, we recognize
and support other peoples’ right to self_—determlnatlon

(b) other national liberation struggles

nous peoples common concern in ASPAC - joint conference

(¢) minorities and indige
in near future

(d) development policies not to Sup 4

(e) condemn all military operations on indigenous people

press people’s right to self-determination

nformation Campaigns

ng worldwide attention to the Eas.t T'lmor
to the Suharto-Ramos publicity. Rather, itis the

2 d participants (local and foreign) to pursue the

ol foF; East Timor and to assert their -rigt.u to free-

is primarily responsible for ?”nglng to the

and self-determination.

6.1. The APCET in its attempt at generall

issue, does not owe its sgcce
firm resolve of the organizers
Asia-Pacific solidarity conferengle o
domn of expression and assembly o
fore the struggle of the East TImor

6.9. Recommendations
(a) Raise the matter an€
(b) ASEAN Post-Ministerial
(c) Use other UN mechanisms/cO
(d) IPJET Conference
(e) Lobby before the Ja
(f) Look into the indepen
(g) IPJET book on East Tlrr?or
(h) Lobby work in internationa 52
(i) UN Decolonization Commiitte
(i) South Pacific Forum
(iii) APEC meetin December
(iv) NAM
(v) Vatican

(vi) Ecumenica.l bo
ference for Asia o

i

) To request Mdme. V=
(I)Mrc; Rgmos when they visit
(i) To organize a PO°

(k) Study seriously th

before the UN Decolonization Committee
wW

Meeting

mmissions to bring up the East Timor issue

panese Diet

dence of the East Timor Judiciary

al bodies (inter-GOs, GOs, NGOs)

il of Churches and the Christian Con-
dies like the World Councl

d to take up the issue of East Timor with President and
S ance in September and next month
Fr s for educational campaigns in schools
icability of an alternative news bureau for

| of resource persqn
e viability and pract

WoRksHoP REPORTS 43




7

44

the mainstrearn media

() maximize already existing networks in Asia-Pacific and elsewhere for in-

formation exchange/dissemination

(m) identify targets for i ti
\ nformation campai g
i Thremas e decision-making paigns especially those groups with

(n) strategize on how t i
S 0 consolidat i
systematic information campaigns € the gains of APCET for sustained and

(o) formation of solidari
_ arity groups for East
and regional (Asia-Pacific) levels il

(p)_ hold regular solidari
ration) and to hold “pro

mor at the national/international

?é:tcrtgc]:g;ii(fjor Etas tTimor (anniversaries, commemo
o ns 1o visiting Indonesi = .
(@) mobilize international support for the sian officials

& democratic movement in Indone- :

r &

6.3. Comments/Suggestions

front of the East Timor campaign;

(b)

(o)

dbe s
st Timor (IPJET) o 1, ent through the International Plat-

committee’ I iIch hay 2 €rnationg] .
€€'s next session € testifieq before thisFi?)?;an-(t)tn e
mittee. The

‘onon East Timqy 5
Lls scheduleq
on July 12, 1994

. ming AS
ThE sty i & EAN Post-Ministerial Meeting

3 di
rights NGO, b o In Bangkok this 1994, With th

included in the agenda f East Imor coyq

e hel :
Of the Meeting, P of Thai human

be
afforded ample Publicity and

ﬁ*part fTOm the UN Dec lnlsn’]S/commiSsiOns
e lobbi Olonisat;
5 ition with r egm;c’:gOEn Ctommittee other co
ast Tj ’ mmissions that
could

Imor, ip
Cludes th
Ssion on Hu-

%

(d)

(e)

(0

(2)

7.2. Suggestions/Comments
(a) IPJET has tried O

(b) APCET members can atte

man Rights in Geneva, UNICEF and others.

Take part in the IPJET Conference
zation of jurists and nonjurists whose secre-

PJET has an upcoming confer-
ber 30 to October 2, 1994.
East Timor, offering a

[PJET is an international organi
tariat is based in Leiden, the Netherlands. 1
ence in Isserholn, Germany scheduled on Septem
[PJET is also conducting a contest for the best thesis on

prize of US$1,000.

Lobby before the Japanese Diet
arliamentarians ar

tical of [ndonesia’s
tter of Japane

e sympathetic to the plight of the
human rights record. They could

A number of Japanese p
se ODA, of which Indonesia

East Timorese and are cri
yield influence, specially on the ma

is a major recipient.

Look into the independence of

olations in East Ti
y. Its per

the East Timorese judiciary

uld be lessened if there is a strong

mor cO _
e assessed by indepen-

Human rights vi
and independent judiciar formance could b

dent monitoring bodies.
IPJET book on East Timor

A book on East Timor writte
leased on January 1995.

mmendation
dation is 1€
They should

n by twenty members of IPJ

s were given with the understanding that any
Jevant if the people of East Timor are not di-

The above reco
at least be informed that such initiatives are

such recommen
rectly involved.
taking place-

.o the East Timorese issue in the UN Decolonization
raise ‘

Committee nce in Septemnber 1994 in Ger-

nd the IPJET confere

many
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i\
Composition (Organization/s. and Country of Origin):

Asia Monitor Resource Center - Hongkong
Lawyers for a Democratic Society - South Korea
Free East Timor Japan Coalition - Japan

Women’s Resource and Research Center / South-

east Asian Women’s Information N etwork - Philip-
pines i

Amnesty International - Philippines

South Asia Forum for Hurman Rights - Nepal

Popular Education for Peg
- Philippines

Workshop 2:

Building
Asian Solidarity
Links with

East Timor

Ple’s Empowerment

A§ia-Paciﬁc Information Desk - Switzerland
East Timor Relief Association, Inc. - Australia
NFLP-West Papua Support Group - Australia
Saskia Kouwenberg - Australig

Asian Students Association - H

Philippine Allianc
Philippines

longkong
€ of Human Rights Advocates -

] - Philippines
Leandro L, Alejandro Foundation - Philippines

People’s Council for Solidarity and Peace
East Timor Action Network - USA
People’s Globg] Exchange - Philippineg
Notre Dame Universj

uncil of : el
Philippines Churcheg In the Philippines-

ty Peace Center - Philippines

L APCET PRoceepings ,

Background

Each of the representatives iqnod
1) the depth of their invo]\{ement in the :
possess; 3) their capabilities for resourc
5) their needs.

Out of this sharing emerge{d ar e
immediately (drawing categories from Works

1. Information and Education

2. Cornmunication/Networking 7

i izations, shared briefly
selves and their organiza ;
U%ed t&'}?:nnor issue; 2) the informatlon_technology.thez
asgeneration; 4) the breadth of their networks; an

cern which the group felt shou}d be addressed
o p One), namnely the following:

3. Campaign Action
4. Humanitarian Relief and R

ifi | Policy Advocacy i in more detail the above-
M y - ded into three smaller grouPSéo fss-l;?;sdut]o one group which we
The workshop was divi e(l)’ and (2) were fused and & :th (4) taken up by group C.
mentioned categories. Ar ess t to group B, wi
shall refer to as group A; whi

esource Mobilization

le (3) and (5) wen

GROUP A g in solidarity with

An appraisal of the requir‘e;n
the Maubere people revealed the :
esources availa

ent of the existing organizations workin

following needs:
ble on East Timor;

- i tional and grassroot
1. a survey of the r resources in the regional, na g

- 3 hese
. 2. how to effectively disseminate t

ot t ed for such
levels; and g networks which can be tapp

existin
3. a comprehensive knowledge of

purposes.
The following resources were .
«peath of & Nation e
h a little bit expensive

Canada :
Diokno Foundation,

identified:

» «[n Cold Blood”, and “Xanana

1. Films e.g.

2. Books (althoug

3. Indonesian Kit Booklet fromthe
4. A Hurnan Rights module by

ilippines ’

S ;:;I:: b;) gast Tirnor and other art

: compact disC formats

mor
6. “Introduction to East Ti .
' and audio

ts in solidarity are available in cassette and
sts

the USA available thru electronic mail
” from

tapes from the USA

i nesty International
7. One radio scriP! tapes and photos from Amnesty

8. Photographs, PI! 5
e
9. Paintings by a Timor

nted materials,

tist based in Darwin are also available
arti

WorksHoP REPORTS

focusing on East Timor, from
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10. Plus, of course, resources published or sent thru E-mail by the solidarity Fast Asia: Kore
organizations present in this conference

South Asian HR Documentation‘Center

Nuclear Free and lndependent Pacific

an Human Rights Network (KOHRNet)

11. Resource persons, East Timorese in exile

Pacific:

Suggestions on how to disseminate information include: g e i
1. Materigls made avajlablg could be translated to the languages of the countries | o
Z;ri]:teriz:ve them. Videos, in particular, should be available in all of the formats in T gen il .
2. TElx.pel.'nsive books could be reprinted in countries where printing costs are lower. B Comments on Group A from the body: petn
. Twinning,

Or country to country exchange of materials should be promoted. |

b‘ : 1. There are more

networks in the region and
4. Cultural exchanges (e.g. cultural groups) should o “

write to Is

‘ | | We have oSSR St o Jamnic nations/communities condemning
9. Strengthen the linkages with the Churches. ‘ 2. Campaign for Muslim groups to Y gainst being [slarnic.
6. Use the comics form (e.g. Cuba for Begi . n for it
i ¥ i I i lations in

among the grassroots. ginners) to Popularize the jssye especially ‘ the HR viola
o o 0 | of coordination of all our
arr:zzltle b hael aeuicns relaying €Mmergency situations (e ‘ ErounE izations reveals the la,Ck the Bangkok meeting of

s i | Observing the reports from te Orgal?tments to East Timor, m«; perceived that cam-

i i k t comiml < lized. It is also

8. ETRA shguld come out with a st containing the resoy ; ‘ various efforts. Furthermore, past sk materlallled A
for distribution and/or for sale. Sources they have which are [ ee,

NGOs to form an action committ d the Pacific.

.5 West Asia an
Paigns should extend to South Asia, W

ead planned and well-coordinated
read,

Network Building

Some existing networks were j

b dentifieq:
egional leve]: Asia-Pacific H
umnan Rj
i ghts NGO Network
Sub-region:
region; Southeast Asia Network for H
T b Uman Rights

48

Campaign Action widesp

arliamenta-
ved need for regular, United Nations, governments, p

Timor targetting,the
GOs.

1. There is a percel
campaigns on East
rians and even the N

2. November 12 (th_e dz.ite g;y
or called as the solld{mty i o
organize demonstrations,

countries.
3. We should encourag s S
4. Ask ETRA to send delegates :

be regularly co: .1emorgted
end post cards, write letiers,
time in our respective

assacre) should
We can s _
at around this

the Dili m
for East TIimor:
petitions

i CtS.

: aking tours in various
nt organ j

jzations, tO sp€

thes nference of S0 ]
the region. We should us1(?301' example: W§;1§7C?994' Asia-Pacific Human Rights
July 20-46» ]

1y, i ’ i ijing.
international Communllzti}g,;hts Meeting, 1095 the Wornen’s Conference in ?e jing
1994; ASE1 d » liﬁ?;g]lippines, JanUary li entar'lans While the puthltY gener-
Conference in cific parliam

i sia-Pa
6. We should organiz® the A

is still high-
ated by this conference 15 ° e 10 BastilTiOt O
7. We should or from E

; jans
consist of parliamentarl

ne,—ahigh level one, which Wm
d. a low profile one which will

49
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be composed of NGO and human rights workers and churchpeople. The aims of the
first mission is: a) to sustain the high level campaign started by this conference;
b) for the parliamentarians to talk with the Indonesian government; c) for the
parliamentarians to talk with political prisoners, including Xanana Gusmao.

The second mission would try to get concrete information on the inside situation
of East Timor and if possible, to provide some training for the local people.

8. Last, but not the least, we should campaign for, or at the

very least, express our
support to the CNRM’s peace plan. ;

Political and Policy Advocacy

1. Lobby our parliamentarians to join the mission to East Timor.
2. Do advocacy work for the CNRM Peace Plan..

: Pl;ft' pressure fo bear on the Japanese and Korean governments - the biggest donors (;f
official aid — to suspend all aid to | i ; o T -
resolved. v ndonesiauntil the situafion in East Timor is

Perhaps, we can pass a resolution calling on th
- - - e i
N e g S€ governments to look into the
4. Use the United Nations mechanisms and structures for our ady
ocC

5. Lobby our governments to: 1) write a lette
government and 2) support the CNRM’s p

6. SAPHUR will send the conference infor
parliament in their government

» acy work.
I of concern to the Indonesian
€ace proposal.

mation to aJ] the members of the

7. We should endorse Bishop Belo’s nominati |
Omination for the 1994 N
obel Peace prize.

Comments on Group 2 from the body:
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1. We should discuss the ramificati

N
=
@
0
g
g
=
(¢je]
=7
®
3,
[72]
5
o
5
5
w
=
o
=3
a

2

Add December 7, the anniver
commemorative days.

St.ress the UN Security Cdu
prisoners, an immediate ¢
a fair and honest referend

=

ncil’s resolutj \
aai ons. Call for the release of all political

Withdrg
um, and 5 wal of troops or demilitarigafi
C 4 . repr ¢ ; emilitarization,
ampaigns must be linke local isg Plcsentalive 1o visit East Timor
€s to pj X

» Persong]

¢ itiesa ete. i
consulteq Whdnve chon;l;:gt be involved in all cam-

o o
(@)

g

g

'§-i

2

(D

(V2]

()

w

S
and must he

DﬁOﬁﬁgs for campaigns.

%—

GROUP C:

1. Encourage and ensure projects and support work inside East Timor thru ETRA.

work in East Timor. The staff who

R i i idari
2. Set up a coordinating center in Asia for solid ty L bifor

shall be employed will be funded by sponsor gounuiis \;vnr;?]sti
raising funds shall rotate with the other countries every .

j i Asiarl
j i t prO]eCtS Wthh encou age
P amahad Foundatlon to Supp'or r'
; PetOple to be inSO]ldarity i/\/lth Other ASian natlon (fOCUS on East ll] I lOl)

hop Belo’s seminary project-

4:"Supportier Bis r country can support a student in East

5. Foster a student plan—2a family In anothe

Timor.

T sibly extend to South Korea.
6. Help ETRA inits Japan 10

ur to establish links and pos

Additional points raised in the open forum:

Nationalism
hoo

and Democracy offers its support to raise
Is and at grassroots level.
luded in the campaign forum of the Pacific

1. Teachers’ Alliance for ang
awareness on East Timor In S

" 2. Aotearoa-New Zealand should be In¢
and Asia. New Zealand will also have a great interest

i aroa-
3. Organizons anadmpeoplaemmaﬁ:(tjej Foundation.
5 supporting Sl ‘ et PAX-Christi International in lobby
4. The Asia-Pacific caimp<io

and information disse

5. In Australia, joint product;ur e
the cooperation of Moro

- - & en
6. If boycott action 1S to be taken,
make the action mo

ast Timor will be produced with

the target should be more specified in order to

the issue of East Timor as part of the
Aid (ODA).

sure Indonesia on
velopment

7. Lobby Japan to pres
conditions of Overseas De
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