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TRAKSZATIGN OF IHNTERVIEW BY ROJERT DOMM WITH SHANANS GUSMAQD

27 SEPTEXBER 1930
SIBES ONE AKD THO

RD= Interview with Mr Shanana Gusmao, Thursday 27 September
1836, East Timecrx. This is Robert Domm reportisg for the
Adustralian Broadcasting Corporation from the Kilitary
Headguarters of the Armed resistance to Indonaesian
occupation of East Timor. The Headguarters is situated
desp in the hills of East Timor, and for the first time in
15 years siace Indonesia invaded in 1875, I‘m talking %o
the commander of the Falantil, the armed farces of the
Resistance.

Goocd evening Kxr Shanana.

SG: Good evening.

RD: My firsti question to you sir is, if you are able to do sO
simply, describe the currest military situation in East
- Timor?

5G: In the current situation the guerillas try to miaimise

thelir great difficulties. After 15 years, obviocusly

- evexyone understands that without any support from outsicde,
Falantil camnnot think abhout great military successes
against the soeay. The curreat situatvion on tha ereay’s
part has beep constart military action to suffocate the
Resistance. HWhat we do is to try to neutralise, to
acconmpdate each coup that the eneny unleashes agaiast us. |
This is something of a lesser military impact.  Shis {s the”
currant siltuation, in which the guerilias try to soften the
attacks of the enemy. WNe note that the impact of the
eneay ‘s snJagement is ro%v so strong as hefaore.

RD: So you are saying that the scale of the military activity
by tha Indonesians has been reduced in recent years?

5G: ¥ot exactly the activity. Hhat has beea reduced is the
impact — this has beezx lessensd,

2
Rds Can you explain‘wha% you Dean by the effect has baen
reduced? Arxe you saying that they are meeting mcre and
moxe yesistarnce froo tae Timorsse people, and therefore
being iess effective?

STeH Hhes we refer Lo effect we mean the level of difficulities
that they cause. The more we feel that the situatios Is
ifficult that’'s what we mean by effect being bigger. This
i% to say that the effect means that the morae difficulties
the Indonesian troops impose on ue the more bthe impact we
feel from thelr acvivities. The iess the difficulties; the
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lese {mpact they have.

May I ask you some basic questions. How many Indonesian
troops are there normally ir East Timor?

Normally wa count between 10 and 15 battalions.

Previocusly, whea they wanted to launch a major offensive,
they would then iacrease the number of Lroops, depending on
the level of the offansive. So, at this momant we could
count batween 8 and 10 battaXions.

How many is thav who are under arms?

Ten Lo fifteeen thousand,

@ ) Wher they waat to launch a big
offensive they increase the number of their effective

troops, depending on the level of the offencive.

The number of Indonesiar troops in East Ti

20xr now, haw does
that compare %o before? Are there less Lroops no; than
bhefara?

Indonesian troeps as such, no. If we consider the term
“Indoneslian trgops™ as Indcnesians as such, then I aush

=ay, no. If we add the number of other military forces we

could say t“hea that vhey have been keapt in the las:t 2 to 3
years at the sage level.

How do the Indonesian troops conduct their oparations
against the Resistaace?

It depends an the nature of the offensive. Obviously,
avery type of offensive which the enemy launches is aized

at our exterminaticn. It does not have any other purpose.
If we go back to the periacd which we consider tc be

essentially the guerilla warxfarxe period in 1881, Indonesia
launched an offencive in which it used almost all the
people of East Timor. This is cne type of offensive. In
1383~-84 they launched another ¢ype of offensive with theix
entire armed arsenal — war ships, tanks, airplanes,
morcvars, =annoms - in battalions which we counited and we
simpply got tired of countiag. Laterxr, in 21388 to 87 thay
used elite troops, Special forces in coulrter insurgency
warfare, wnhen they began 0 practice, as 3enny Kurdanl
said, ‘territorial guerilla warfare’. Such a sirategy does
not involve a great numder of military personnel, ahut well
defined planning and well defined paeriods of time. It
{nvolves a complete spreadizg out of their foroes, which
they reduce to saall groups. Frcom 1933, they launched 2
new offensive, again with a big amilitary farce. Siance
than, from 1989 uavil today, Iandonesia has reduced the
numdey of miliitary persoazel, aand as a priority, it uses
Timcrese troops foxr countar insurgency.

H$ow, in fact, did they use the populatvicn?
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To gocupy ali the terrain. They cover an area with the
people, and then attack apother area. Thex they"nove and
in %his way vhey practically cover everywhere. The
population is used to cover the terrain, so that they push
us iate the Indonasian forces. The fnd?nESLQD troops are
raady. They are covered by the popuiation, thay push_us,
they force us to clash with the traops. If we enter iato
theix circle, then we would noét be able to leave safely in

tine.

: actics the Indonesians use
oun Sayliag bt B +hat the tac >
ii: {c forcibly relocate the population to areas whare
Fretilin support or Falantil support was strong, and then
they would surround the populaticn with troops? Is that
what you were saying?

Men, children, tha alderly ...

i to the populatiox
ou say forcibly, what would ha?pen ;
:?e:hiy resisted the Indonesian %actics of relocation?

The offensive I wanted %o describe is this: for instanca,
if they think we are in this moustain, they mobilise all
the population of the local caoncentration camps and they
make a ripg from the concentratioa camps and they all begin
to advance from there. The Indonesian troops then beginm to
push, and if we don‘t know how to escape ia time then we
clash with the Indonesian txoops.

Asks Shanana to¢ continue explaining the forcible relocation
aof the popnlation.

I would lixe to explain the forced mobilisation of the
people inbo military operations. This is different. Tha
displacement of the peopla in favour or against —~ against
in one sense, because they think they don’t Participate in
the areas under the control of the guerillas. These are
the Z aspects of the policy of forcing the population to
participate directly or indirectly ip the extermination of
we Resistance. When Indcpesia mobilises the population
isto military operavione, we say that this is a direct
participation where the peopulation, which does not want ta
be involved, (s forced to >e. Ancther aspect is the

isplacement of ¥he people ints the areas controlled by the
guerillag. - :

Hhat are the current tactics applied by the Indonesian
troops? How do they cooduct tasir operations now?

Now they ars using territorial counter insurgency, based ox
this: they launch ssall groups which go in evary direction
{r a particular araa. They spread intec small groups
throughout all the terrain, so that we are constaatly in
arxed ciashes witn thase small groups. Moraover,; from time
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To oocupy ali the terrain. They cover an area with the
N 1e, and then attack ancther area. Then they move and
?:oihi; way bwhey practically covar evg:ywhere. The
cpulation is used Lo cover the terrain, so that they push
ﬁs isto tvhe Indonesian forces. The Ind?neszan troops are
raady. They are covered by the population, thay push_us,
they force us to Clash with the troops. If we enber iato
theiz circle, than we would noét be able to leave safely ia
Limes

are you saying to me that the tactics the Indonesians use
was to Torcibly realocate the population to areas whara
Fretilia support or Falantil suppert was strong, and then
they would surround the populaticn with trocps? Is that
what you were saying?

Men, children, tha elderly ...

Whea you say forcibly, what would happen to the populatioxn
if they resisted the Indonesian tactics of relocation?

The offansive I wantead %o describe is this: for ipstance,
if dhey think we are in this mouastain, they aobilisa all
the population of the local concentration camps and they
mak2 a ring from the concentratioa camps and they all begin
%o advance from there. The Indonesian troops then begim to
push, and if we don‘t know how to ascape ia time then we
clash with the Indonesian txcops.

Asks Shanana to continue explaining the forcible relocatiox
of the popumlatiorn.

I would like +to explain the forced mobilisatiorn of the
people into military operations. This is different. The
displacement of the people in favour oy against — agaianst
in one sense, bdecause they $hink they doa’% participate in
the areas under the corntrol of the guerillas. Thsse are
the 2 aspects of the policy of forcing the population to
participate directly or indirectly ie the extexmination of
whe Resistance. When Indonesia mobilises the population
into military operations, we say that this is a direct
parwicipation where the population, which does no¢ waat ta
be involved, (s forced %o >e. Anovher aspect is the

¢isplacement of the people iats the areas controlled by the
guerillag. :

¥hat are the curreat tactics applied by the Iadopesian
troops? How do they conduct thir operaticans now?

Yow they are using territorial counter iasurgency, based ox
this: they launch ssall groups which go in evary directioa
{r a particular araa. They spread into small groups
throvghout all the terrain, so bhat wa are constaatly in
arzed ciashes with thase smail groups. Moreover, from time
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Lo time,; they use larger forceas.

They spread out by zones,
in sach regioan.

Rhere there are big

. cps. This is the
Curreat military Sltuation, the currazt tactic that the
enewy applies, If ¥You want to

s 2 better understang countey
lasurgency, I would say it has the following purpese: it

spreads out throughoet a large area; i% has a fansastic
capacity for mobility, so that they can detect very quickly
the presence of the guerillas, This methoed o

he p akes it ver
difficult for the guerillas to take Yheir gwn :

initiatives -
because we don’t have a Dermane A

: Bt, & fixed @nemy, it has no
real volune or quantity, and we don‘t know what to
coafront. We feel that the eneny is evar

So, are you sayiag that the tactic

. ] iS to kesp the
Resmistance forces coatinuocusly on ¢

ha move?
What is the behaviocur of the Indonesian troops? TIj
Australia we heard man

¥ reporis of atrpcities being
commitied by Indomesian troops in the past. Did the
Indonesian troops adopt those Yactics in your experiesce?

rapeats last question.

Yes, particularly against the Resistance, we 2ust 53y that
the Indorcesiaa %x00ps do not behave 3

2 any other way, They
cheop off the heads of the guerilias,

they toriture them an
the spot. Far isgtance, if a guerilla is wounded and
captured, he’s 1s xilled; receatly,

a% the heginniag of
September, a gquerilla ip the tdttern sector was wounded and
Yaken to a villaga and xilled.

How 4o tha Indeonesians use the local Tinorxese ipn opexations
against the Resistance?

As I said, in realiby they use local forces in their
operations, and.throughout all this war. There are a
number of local forces —~ battalions 745, 744 and lataly,

746 and 721. Thay are prepared for the task of $®3rching
faor the Resistance. There is anothey v{pe of forces -—

local security, or Ramsips. They are used to support
operations in a given area, while large operations are
golag on in othar areas, conducbeq by the main forcgsr
Tharefore there are two types: mlllta;y and para-military,
The miiitary are used in search operations 2Q3inst the
Resistance, and the para-militéxy are usad 1ix c?nscift -
Pavrois outside the conceantration Camps, aot ondy Wwith the
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objestive of providing security Lo the CAmpS but a%so o
provoke clashes with us. [Lately the Hansips are being
regrouped jnto new battalions. There are 1,000 more, this
adds up to 2 ko 3,000 already in operation. So these

Hansips aye DOW receiving milivary training. They are also
called Tentaras.

Mow thase natvive Lroops as you call thea, or loacl Ltroops -
Hansips — do they join the Indomesian army voluntarily or
aze vhey conscripved?

This is a very delicate guestion. We caanot say that they
voluanteer, in as much as we canadt 3lsc say that they can
refuse. MHence, all the Hansips, whether ol& or young, if
they have scme prior experience then they are recruited.
Thera is a0 guestion, whether they want to or nok, they are
copscripted. The underground organisatioa asked us 1T we
could nominate parbicuiax people to join the Hansips
volunbarily. But the fact is that when they volunteer,
thay are nol accepted.

Can you explain %o ne, sir, what types of military
aquipment the Indomnesian troops use against the Reaistance?

“ately, wa have not seen the brand pame which we saw
earlier on all the aguipment apd weaponry. OCmn all this
equipment we used to see the brand pame of NATO. They also
use Bronco O¥-10s, Skyhawks, Tigers and other types of
armaments. The Indonssian trxoops use these. They use Wibs

and AR1Ss, we have these weapons but they are not here at
the noment.

I might just axplain for the tape that Mr Shanana is
showing oe an avtcmabic rifle and it°s been captured from
the Indooesian txoops, and on the side of the rifle ars the
wards: “Property of the US Governsent, M154: Calibre 3.5
6nm and the serial number is 532 0€36* and the rifle is
made by Colte Firearms, Colt Industries, Hartford,
Conmeticut, USA. Actually, this is a semi-automatic.

Lately they uae this omne, not ER1S, it is similay, but it‘’s
an K16, the others are ARiSs. This is what the Inécaesian
tropops use. %

Is this gun alsc US manufactured?

Exactly, oune is Ml6, the other is AR1S.

question re skyhawks =tc, then re vanks etc

Same of the weapons arée Sovieb made, but the most modern
ones are not Russian, I think.

Loag preaables, then: Hhat are your currand strategies for
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fighting the Indonasian Yroopa?

In our action plans, in reality we have adopteg
Corresponding stravegies to the Indcnasian stratgies., WKhen

They use big military forces, we op% for a fora of acticn
which 2llows us tg ba re-suppl

iled with weéapons and
ammunitioe. hig strategy has bean quite Successful., Thia
15 what lad Djakartz g change its military strategy.
their couater insuxgency Strategy, we 2ra
adopting a stratagy tg Save menr gng materials. Thig Beaas
that today we are only trying

2 adversary ‘s
¥e3rs we havag’'s Changad x
stratagy very much, tut we coul i : o

- The first
T We werg ﬁefending

He lost opy Support
changed some Plazs. Initially

tried to take advantage

rositions, it wasg a Positicnal war.
bases in 1377-78, amnd theg we

amzunition. Lately
and eguipment.

Sa, what you are sayiang, s3ir,

r 1S that your Current gtrate??
is not to confront the Indonesian Y“roops, but if an
opportunity exists for ¥OuU %0 be successfy) 3nd captura
som2 egquipment, you will do so?

jos. Aad this could mot happen when they used a lat of
forces. Not now, beczuse they use Small groups SPread aut,
we have not only one fneny, we have many enemias, -
difficulvy 1s the same always: o the extent that the
eneay soldiers come with only omne round of amdunition, angd
we have orly one dullet in the gux. The Gifficulsy im vary
much the same always. Obviously, when we 90 out and smaarch
for an opportunity we are hettey Prepared to achieve Some
successes. We have the conditions wnll_prepared, both as
regards the terrain, as wall as the choice of mez aad theirx
disposition. We can then set up an ambush with Sever less
than five and pever more than ten, with wwo sec§19n$, a
platoon or two companies. So, when we taxes an 1nzt:§bive,
we have to take at least five arms. 5o when we go with 5
or 10 ares, and thevefore we have the cand1tlon§
altogevher, we go out to search for az appoxtunity.

I have noticed in your caap here, a significant nuabex of
502diers, all with Indonesian guns. Kany, many af theg |
with Indonesian guns, captured weapons. zs thab_where moat

of your weapons come fxom now? From the +ndonesiang?

The majority of the weapons ~ G3 4nd Mauser - whish ware
froa the Pervuguess, are now great;y_rgduced, sSlince wa .
<on‘t have the capacity vo get amuunlt:on~for them: That’s
why our main attanvianm gaoas on to the 5em1~aubomat1c£
Weapons which the enemy gives us, bec;use they are the

~
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constant weapons that they use.

My Shanara, what effect does the war betwean your Uxoops

RO and the Indonesians have ok the civilian population?

ab

: s a harrandous effect, a horrendous iapact, sinoce
s ithiii i:i caused many deaths, so much 5ufferi?g T3 our
people. All tha atrocities you hear aboutb oubszdg are ounly
a very, very swall part of what actunally happens in East
Timpr. I% is really difficult to tell you the axtvent of
the impact. Bubt since we Say that the peoples’ reaistance
contipues, this 1s the true effect of this war.

RD: What is gour estimate of the nurbers of civilians who have
been killed in the last 15 years?

5G: We would a0t say a figure. I would say that the truth will
suxface ore day after the war.

RD: My last gquestion on this point. Thare have been reports in
Australia vhat maybe i00,000 civilians have died through
Fighting ‘and through famine or disease?

g

I believe that it ims more than Z00,0080.
SI1DES THREE AND FOUR

RD: You have given e an estimate of how asny civilians aight
well have died in East Timor since the Indonesians occupied
in 1973. Can you give an estimation of how many casualtlies
the Indonesian troops have suffered during that time?

5G: I cannot give you ar exact figure, bacause we cannot couad
the aumber of Indonesian soldiers. NISSING SECTICN. He
dor’*% kaow where they aye buried. To make an astvimata, we
could say that betweesn 25,4090 and 33,000.

RD: Betweesz 25,000 and 30,000, and you can estimate that from
your experiences, fighting them, and also the number of

pecple in the cemeteries - Indonesiaa troops, is that
correct?

RD: Your estimation 25/30.000, is based on, are ¥ou saying is
based on the number of indauwesian troops in the cemiteryes.
And alst your owz experiexce.

SGi It‘s essentially based cn our experience over 13 yedrs.

RD: Aell, convarsely what have been your casualtias in your
gperations against the Indonesians?

SG: Ha must say that we enormcusiy feel our casualties.

Obviously, sveryone underctands that we are a small, weak
army. If I say a number which is iowexr, obviousiy no Qne
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will believe i%, and if I give a diggexr number pecple will
also say it’s not true. A}l I cag SRF¥ is that we feel vary
deaply our ocasualties.

Sir you have commentad before op ¥our military strategies
in the current situation, 1d you comment in & bit ‘
nore detall on your offensive capabi i

Y For imstance ¢o
you have the capacity to mount attacks in ¢ 1
you he Swns in Eagt

Militarily, we axe vary realistic
great ailitary offensives;
is conditioned by the oecy
mobte is: *To resist is
them is to win.

¢+ we don't dreanm of wvar

we Cakhuot do them, Ouy Strategy
plers’ STrateqgy, that- g why our
o win™, and not to *nnihilate

You have waged a guerilla war now for 15 years,
the guerilla war Continuing o be a protracted o

3-Y-]
drawn out guerilla war in East Timor? s & long

I would fivrst explain that

if the worla undevstands
guerilia warfare as an arme

d confrontation that is wroag,
The Indonesian goverament i5 anxicus o Say to the worlq

that the fighting ia East Timor is now finished. (Cap You
commezt on that, and also give a general overview gf the

extent of military conmfrontation bebweeq ¥OUT troops angd

the Indonesian avmed forces?

The eaemy propaganca has always beea since the loss of ocur
bases In the mountains, that the situation is much morea
stable. That’s the raason why it promated the pelicy of
‘opezness’ in East Timor. I%°s a pity, Mr Robert, that you
are not able 4o go to some other parts of the country not
far frcm here and see the following dag 2 battle. It's g
real pity and we understand that this is one of the _
difficulties of our struggile. In a general arpraciabiaoa or
survey of the situation, I mest say that the war CDntlnue§
from Tutuala to vhe border ragions. In Los Palos, ther? is
an intense presence of dattwalicas Tu Jampa Huapat 744 with
Indonesiac forces, as wall as a coapany of lgcal traoops,
who cover the eatire area bewween Leur¢, Lauten, ?§d
Ilicmar and Lore,.and in the aresa betweep Lore, Ililapa,
Moptiz and Tetuala, and then another regdion scubhegst and
in part of the aorth, on the road that lea@s to Tuuuala.and
Ilalafae which then descends t? qon there is also a strx{
whera vhere is intense enemy m;lxbary §c?zv1by. C*osertho
here; %0 the wast, we have remy actxv:tle?, »ut Eydar e
command of the Bancau reglon with twe local compazies,
callad Rai Lakxan and Sierza whic? normally opgr;tz ;ntthe
region beween Luo, Taivai, and Laga. On the xreoa lle ween
Laga and Baguia there is alsc the Resistance ?s wall as
Izdonesian forces. More %o the sast of Hatebafn, ?f”“?en 4
Tuelf{cai, Uhatulari, Viqueque, oo the road to Vhatulari an

—-g—
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the north east side where there is

Vigu climbing up %C i e
algzigzzération camp which tipks up Hareca and Hoiboba and

- of big military activity.
Ugnilalau b@erz ;:Iitig ;e::::n Bauczu and Viquegque where
Taen tharebzs zone, also divided into 2 sectors, aparc from
“e have & B ?cau vemasse, Laleia, Rae-Nea, which covers
VYenilale, Baucail, in joiat actions with Indonesian forces
Kribag, and Barigque T the mouth where is slsa & force of
piaced i Hanatuﬁgé cozars part of Vigueque, from COssu to
local trODES,iwgz Lo Barigue on the sea. This is the par§
Radegaa an rtg the easvern sectoxr of Viguegque. Becausse
that belongs forces are mobilised stddeniy from one place
the Indgnesfanza -nse to Falantil actions, we capaot

to anobher 1nct1$ Low many battalioas there are 1n.e1ch
debcrmz:e?gxaihstancﬁf now in Barigue and Fatuberlin there
sectox- Eitczlionﬁ which cover the arsa from Fatuberliu,
are threegaglubirr pariscai, and Same. The twa actions are
SO!bad§rtens£,i&d in the regions between WaFahec, aad
being 1T hisi arrives at Mount Sarim, aad has daen
Daolazostzd with & lot of milivary action. There are thres
intanii-ns on the werrainm now: the Hacsips, who went to
battal Oinggrucbions and have raturzed; are dominataead by
rece1V§ Bero, they rotate and support operations in that
Tenbax Wa have had fights every day, and it’s a real pity
aia:‘qg canpot provide Mr Robert a txip there so that you
232 assess the situatica :faurself3 ta witness some combat,
or to other arsas. Even in the first day you will be able
ro witness combat.

My Kanana can you describe for me the difficulties of
conducting a war of resistaace in Fast Timor, given the
communication probleas which you have and the probleas
associated with the difficult terrain, the mountains?

The guestiaon is interestiang, in the sense that really the
compunicavions factor is very important. The gueriilas in
East Tiaor do not have any means to enable us to guickly
have a view of the evoiution of the militvary situation
throcughoot the country. Even in 1983~85 and part of 19B&,
when we had an enormous capacibty te take iLnitiatives, we in
fact suffered from this problem. Ke use several groups of
guerililas for communicaticn purposes, with all the
difficulties Inhgrent in this aethod - delays because of
lack of food, delays becduse there are battles along the
way, deiays pecause of diseases acguired along vhe way elc.
Or because the enemy attacked the point where 2 groups
planned o meet, iiitarily, this has been ocur big
problem, but we somahow managed Lo overcome this, a7
allowing each group within generxal plansing, within a
slngle thinking, unified for all the groups from thé border
regioa to Tutuala, cbaying the particularivy of sach group
to take thelr own Initiatives according %< the conditvions
pravailing there. So we must say thav we are able %o
overcone the difficuities of this nature. Lately, we nLave

e
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had even more difficulties because of the nature af the
eneay ’s activities, that is tne territorial counter
insurgency — the lauxching of small groups in all possible
directions in a given zone. But the claadestine
orgasisations have been able 4o warn us in advapce. We
must be the only guerilla army in the world with SQ @MARF
gifficulties in all aspects - pur cwn subsistence, in
health, :

ip our own capacity o maintain an adegquate human
resources necessary. But we must state

motivation %hat suatains us in this war.lgtl?sézzayoi;:écal
for us %o lose,; oUY wmorals is unshakeable, and it i: thi
morale that allows us to overcome 31l these difficuits - .
In such a small territory which vou can hardly see ities,
map, with a %tiny air space an¢ sea surro oe the

undgl
sides and with a naval hiockade imposed b ag us on all

¥ the a
believe that everyone undersiands the diffic“lti::miacId
Falaatil. The fact that we have resisted for 315 ?earse by
and we are still able tc oy cut now

that we gre detexrmi
win, it‘s because our people demand this, our bﬂmelagzdgzzs .

us. I believe that averyocne would understand that for us
the grazt diffioulcies are not really felt, they only
strengthen our uaivy, our debtermination

to search for
methods 4o face up +0 these difficulties. new

Without
sanctuaries, cur guerillas axe very mobile, in the whole

sanse of that word. Rithout even the minimum capacity to
supply ocurselves with weapons and ammunition, without the
capacity to create production zones to supply curselvesg and
which we can defend, without the miaisun conditions to
create some piece of land, = small factory to make ouyr own
clothing, yot can understvand our great difficulties. Thame
great difficulties, Mr‘Rohert, you cannct see here because
oy mel Wear good civilian clathing wh%ch is sent by our
psrents, brothers and sisters, our children wha axe in the
usderground resistance. #®r Robert, you coulé se=e one of
our ciinics where we have syringes and medication and all
the materials mecessary for this camp, and you could aiseo
see the difficulties we have to transfore it iato the
enaergy needed to pursue thix war, and thft.tgrough the
years they have not become permanext facx%1t1$5‘ Herce,
oy scmeone like me who has spent the entire 15 years in
+his war, whe difficulties of Falaatil have been felt from
the very begianing, and if you go back to ?hi—E??I?nlng you
can say bhat ab whis mament §h& greatgs? dlf-luL*;lE: are
these: we doa’t have factories and Djaxarta has factories.

Does the resistacce have a political organizatioxn, gnd %f .
so, can you 4escridbe to me the patere of that orgaaization?
? -

Politicaily speaxing the resistance is essentially & cas
patriotic crganisation. All oux efforts were tf ?aln :i?
alive this flame in %he consciousness of ourx pfup-e.
oy efforts were made to secure more and m;ie_;he
ied 1 - this war. ai
articipation of our peop-e La i .
gonbributions. of apy nature, are the conditions neCRS5ary

-0
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i i the a d resistance.
Lo quarantee the continuataon of the arme :
Hengear;n the political plane, we turned our atvtentiocs o
Shrenéthen Maubere natignalisz and for popular
participation in the resistance.

But how do ypu do that, how do you sa3y going to & Uowa or
village ¢o policical work?

it is 3ifficalt to describe, because_if 1 wera to do s0 1%
3 take away DUuY capacity to cnntznue,-hecause .

woul A= the enemy will Xmow. But we might even admit

z:gir:;: anexy aiready ¥xnows how We manags it, which 13

+hyough our contact with the peaple.

i that in the areas wheye the Indone§igns h§me
hriﬁi:; siiungon&ucb politvical work on a clandestine basis?
gi an uﬁdergrouaa basi=?

Yes.

What is your organisation’s pclitical philesophy? Sonw
people have clained that You are coanunists? Is this true?

Ho, it is wot true. Howevar, it s true that years agd we
took up a Marxist ideclogy, but to say that we are
pecessarily commenists today, I don’t thiek so, because ab
the right time we revised our thinking. I canmct dany
facts that are aiready in the past, that Fretilin at one
point might have taken up the comsunist ideology. Today we
2.1 deglare that this beloags to the past. I ayself
creatad 3 Marxist-Leninis% parvy, transforming the Frebtilia
movement into a party, but very s000 I hecame conscious
that that ideology did not serve us. That's why we
annulled our previous thiaking. Thus we enabled Fretilin
4o reacquire its early mationalist charsctber, and today.
not being = member of Fretilin mysell, I believe ©hat the
differences betwzen the nationalist parties are not that
great. In that sense, &t this vime, if you ask whait my
political philosophy is, I would answer that my politvical
philosophy is only the lilberatioz of oy country. 1
cpderstand at this moment thatv politics in a large Seasd,
in the sexse of the political nature of the resistance, is
vaken up by al: the childrxea of East Timor. The palivical
ohilosophy of Falanti is a patrictic one, is a paticnalist
philosaphy.

what are your reliavions with cother Timorese poiitical
groups, for exampie the UDT, and what is your opinion of
Governor Mario Carrastslac?

The yelations with other political gxoups, UDT and
Fretiliz, are relations of suruggle, relations forged ia
the war for the lideration of our countzry. We don’t nave
today purely ideological relatians, we have Politicsal

-11-
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relatiocas in the sease that I und
. N : erstand iti
reslstance and that is the liberanion ;f ﬁzilzgiztiir whe

Maria Caryascalac ir =y opiaion i i

- n is 3 .
quoaesxansi and w?zse than thav, hz 3;2§120;a2ke} of the
?1§ r°1e'_ Even he’s not convinced about his oi?n realise
winning hearts and miads’ ©o influence the e ber o

But I am convinced that he is on the other si tbere people.

of the Mauhere peopls, de of tha road

I =hould only a
lackey, a puppet, a ciown, which Biaiar:: E::: zi'?t:
i

propaganda in East Timer for inte i

E = rat . 3

beliemves in the influeacse he mlghg PO;:§b1 DJakar?a

Maubere pecpla. . ¥ exercise on the

KHhen you say big thief,can you X
you wean. ) ¥ou explain ia more detail,what

’RD: Sa, are you saying that the Iad i
anes
Carrascalao %o Lsfluence the Tiacrs;:ngbzgpiﬁ Lo use Mx
case? f 2% is nop the

8G: For the policy of winning heartvs and minds that be start
Irted.

RD: How much powser, real power,” do you thi
For instance, car he tell the Iidonzzigtstzgagozzrgor’has?
East Timor.? I°l1ll zephrase the guestion sir. Do S in
believe that govermox Carrascalac has the reald pouggn*
make importaxzt decistions, in East Timorx, or do you be:?
that he acks in & way that the Iadonssians want hiam t;;:;2,

8G: Let‘s place the decision making capacity at 2 levels: at

: the level of whether the governor can lapiement Diakarta‘s
policies, I bellieve he has the real capacivy; at another
higher level, his capacity to sake decisiols about thae w;r
what he would say is on oréers from Djakarta. So for us ‘
in evrybthing concerning D5akarta’s opinion, he's an ¢
Indonesian. HKe don’t think he has a decision makiag
capacivy. #hxt he decides is what already has beex declded
{n Djakarva. For iostance, he has been saying to the
Portuguese prass that he has doubts about the East Timorese
rapresentatives. For example, he said vhat I am only
supported by those who follow me in the moustains., T would
bat with hia thav in regard Yo the war ... Missing section?

RD: Wy ¥anana what i& your relationsbip with the Indonesian
caatrailaed Timorese adainistratioa?

5G: Nissing section?

R: How well crganised is the underground iz the Lowas, the
resistance underground and how does it work?

8G: we couid not define with clarity bow the undergrousd

organisavion WoYKS, sizce this would harm the resistance.
But we can 53y that tha underground osrganisaticn av this

~12-
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moment is at an pnsurpassed level, at a level for which
we’ve been striving for the past 15 years. There Ixe
popular organisations at gvery cencentration camp. I would
<ay that evan 1in Ce Cusse there are prganisations, &t Euaf,
Pobonaro, Maliana, Liguica, and Exme;a{ areas where at this
time we don‘t time we don’v have a military presence, but

- wa have undgrground'organisatian5, In all of ghese CIlnps,

jar organisation. Wnen we talk about bthe
zzngzzzr:tggiucamps ge mean the small villages that are
further into the countryside, and a%so the.t9w9s and even
piti. Dili is a cenire of clasdastine activitias - the
engine of undergraund activities, and the enemy knows this,
1t is not & secreb. The 1evel.of the unde;ground )
organisatioca enables us %o affirm once again ??at if
Diakarta continues to he 1nfler1h1? t?e war will not exd sp
soou. Hence, in general terms, this 1s the state of tha
underground orqganisation.

FIVE AND SIX

Can you explain how imporbtant to you are the Timorese
studsats? Can you descxibe how they are organised, and can
you indicate the importance %o you of tha receant
demastrations which they’'ve organised?

For the struggle the role of these students is of graest
significance, especially the group that has graduated,
which has the im%ellactual capacity that allows them o see
the problems. They did oot abandon the Naubere people. 1
am saying that the Maubere people are not disappointed with
the pasition taken by their childrem - their sons and
daughters. Their importance resides essentially in the
fact that they can better understand the foundatian of the
peoples’ problems. The way they are organised is not very
convenient for us to talk about. Hhat we can say is that
vhey are completely oxganised. All of them iive up to
their rasponsibilities to theiy hcmeland, and they are
aobilised Lo enable them to vake practical actions in the
svruggle. The importance of this pracvice of the struggle
is based on the manifest expression of vheir patriovic
coasciocusness. A consclousaess which is in the hlood of
the Macberxre people. 3Because 1t’s in ouxr blocd it’'s a
coansciousness that’s not lost, and I vhink the whole werld
can understand the phenomenom of Maubere natienalism. It
i5 not a phenomenom which {8 our propaganda, it‘s achk an
ephemeral, teaporary phenomenom but i1t is part of our
gnconscious, it is part of thae soul aof the Naubere pacsple
which is transmitted from paxenbs to the chiidren, and its
importance resides precisely in the contiauation of this
Maubere conscicusness in the soul of the paopie.

Khat do you think of the attitude of young Timorese, that

is, those who may have being born Jjust befoxre the
Jodcnesian invasion or subsequeat to it? Do you feel those

-1 3.‘
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young people are pro—independence?

Yes, 25 I said eaxlier, the Blood of the Haubere people
gaes from parents o children, acd it could pot he
obtherwisa. The children o

0 . C f yesterday, at the time of the
lavasion,; also direc

tly suffered tns horrors of the war
they saw their parantsg being massaarad 4 i ’
mothers beiung malireated, thei fes Lpoaw Gheir

LY Telatiy i i

they 21so felt the weight of Sincoelr friends,
Many of them lived in +th
for the first 3 years.

undey enemy control. It‘s inevitable thae
sees his father massacrad should
assassian, It is obvigus o

% our people.
€ mountains for man peop

himzelf from the whole situation i 3 <

is directly or indirsctly affecbed? wg;:?ozzlgllti;ve. Ha
childres born defore the invasian live the war ang
Sonuiaue io participate in it. Tha students tédar ara
grganised from year 3, & or 5, anmd they already partigi

in clandsatise organisatiocas. It‘g impossible that inlzﬁtg
course of S0 many years the new generation would not R =
felt that it was theix duty to participate in the o by
far the liberation of their hameland, As o thosa
Dorn during this oriminal occupation, the Situation might
be a bit different,; in that they did not witnass the
horrors of the war like the others, in the sense that thay
aight not have witnessed the boodardments, or the battles
the long marches made ia the farests of the mountains, Burt
the war did not end with the loss of ocur bases in the
mountains. The difficult =ituation ian which the people
live under edecy coatrol necessarily has t? Create in ¢he
children that were bore after this cccupat}o? a perception
of the injustice of the sitwatien, of a criminal situation,
which effects their own xrelatives, their nelghb9urs aad
friends. And they are Listening and understaadicg that in
tha fizal amalysis 1t affects the eatire Haunere.people.

It iz really difficult %o say that they are wot iz favour
of iudependence, whea everything that feeds this struggle
is the liberxatvion of cur conetry. The yourgsters, both
those born before thet invasion and tho§? siace, are
children of the people, thay are aot chlfdren of one peaple
and children of another, they are not childéren of the
transmigrants, Sney are childre; of these people, who :nder
400 years of Portuguesa domination always knew h;w Yo keep
alive the patriotic conscisusness. ?h1= is so C ea;, S0 N
evident in the last 15 vears of rougha repression,; © irue
oppressiaor which could only teach the ch}ldren to bf? ex
iove act only tiaelr couatry, bu? each other as a na%ion,
their cultura aand identity, their Maubere sgul. :Ea_ .
schocls establisnhed by the IndnngSLQ:s §€§? thea .Bli owof
language, thelx own cuiture, thalr_tradxt§cn=, bhnlzr :ya
seeing thiags., The Iadonesiass %wried to imposs 0: gﬁe

way of thiaking which they know is nol uheirs, ye ey
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L erence in terms of continuity, &
z:iig;:r:nzzaﬁiftneir maubere idenbity énd c?lbure,Bczstnng
and traditioas. A Haubera JOes to a_s;noel in :;e 2 as:f
language, where they beac; ;??bherzﬁizzzzgé 3iopa§;l:§£hiCh
csaeing, anothex concept O ife. ;2 pacy oy

p ot be reduced, cannobt be subjec . ey
t::wi ;:2;12 3:22& is ponscigus, which u;nts natb #?':e
i tad, and this s the case of the Tiacrese youvh, fnd
:i;:n?s tﬂe fundamantal problem of b@e war. If ;iganezla
thinks that by erterminiating Falanvil the.waxtgl e:d,
they are wWrodyg, pecause we would say that in other woxds

the war will starc again.

- the Catholic Church play in East Timor -
zg::?ﬁaiingaii you see the Church as being important to the

resistance fight?

e i even though from outside it might be
igfi?ctgzoi:a;:ily appreciave 1%. The Cathalic Church in
Eas; mimgr has played an essentially yaral role, as well as
a political role, and it is iavolved in the popular
racistance. This almost anseen actica of the Church is
felt deeply by our people, pecause this situation alsc
supports our resistance. The clergy plays an in?irecb role
in reality, but «ith & very engagiag character, in the
sense that the action af the Church has strengthened the
popular, patriotic consciousness and helped the pecple ses
they we are the Maubare people, and we have novhing in
comnor with the Indonesians. The Church has aot spoken out
openly, the clergy has zob acted in a public or indiscreet
way, but with invelligeace in order to continue on the
peaples’ =ide. :

Follow up question on the influence of the Church?

¥e consider that it’s an indirect ra:e in the sense that
the clergy is inhibited from speakiag too openiy o express
their opiaions. Their isdirect rcle 1s ian their concera to
xeep our people with a comsciousness of ihe struggle, so
it's izndirect in the sense that they suppart what ooy
pecple 4o. 5S¢ the Church has an enormous izflusnce, aud
increasingly the peopie have an enorxmcous trust towards the
Catholic Church.: The people feel that it iIs 2ot isoliated
from their suffering, but in sclidarity with their
suffering and respects their interests and wili. Many
priests have bdeeas threatened with shooting, for example
Father Joaoc de Deus. Fatner Locatelli has beea
izterrogated and beaten up many times. Very receatly we
iearasd that a priest was iaterrogated and then the clexgy
adopted an indirect role in the sanse that they don't
participate directly in action, but advise about action.

What is the attitude of the Isdonesian government towards
the Church’s roie?
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I think that the Indonesian goveropmernt has nct maay

soluticns for this, it can only act ia such a way as Lo
prevent the clexgy from cont

2 inuing their positive role in
relation to cur peoples’ res

. istance. The Indoresians have
been txying vo find out which Priests are more actively

engzged in the defence of the interests of the people of
East Timor. T thiok that the Indozesians “now s2ach of them

individually. The problem that ey face is to catch ope
priest in ‘fiagrante delicto®

¢+ and they are saa i
avary piece of information to hunt dnwg, ox disigsztgtﬁzr
bruth, to geb all the {nformation collected by theix
intelligence. They then study this information so that
they can investigate the priests individuallr.
%hink they will be able to raa

. Ke don“t
) . ove the Priests, or Torce
them to quit this responsibility which they took on
themselves vis a vis God and

the homeland, WHe Sa T
because we don’t think that the Indonesian Y onis

av
convince the Vatican to expel all the Tinnrgsee;:?z::sfeuld
Hhat we thinxX they can do is to join Indonasisn priests to
the Diocece; and liait the range of cogvacts between the
Timorese priests and the pecple. Recently, we learns
there was a petition by the prie

d that
h StS — a protest - becausa
of the very anbiguous pasition of the Bishop. He don*t
have such material iaformatvicn about this,

- bat we think
that the clergy are very much uanited, very strong and only
a radical position by the Vatican wouldg il

. ow Djakxarta to
gain the advantage. I don’t think that will happen because
if it 41d, a lot of water will move the wind will. Thoe

sian goverament can’t do much more to persecute the
I:?:::s: aug people are not frighbgzed of torture and
Ehreatsp so we believe that the priassts caanet be .
frightened by such threats, and they have proven this.

Can you describe life under Indonasian rule?

e undexr Indonasian domina?ion falls
?izaliﬁgeiiltgirfzig, which allows us Lo c%155152t§he level
;f this domination. Tocay, the situation :s a ;rd o
different. Escentiaily, we must say tha? in :egbhe
f;eedon the ability to exprass thelx ?ptnlon_il S st at

nacity to meet, move, to circulate, it’s st almo

i:raggii level. On the economic level, the 51tuatkz§ i} a
réglecbion of a political openlng, fr weEcztlEii:1. ;ué e
which zllows the so-called ’openlsng .of as ‘ver' s

+ say that the people of East Timor live e {cbioa; .
canzothe Maubere peopie &o not feel as many restra oy 2
th; on the poiitical plane. The persecuvions, .gea
an o;e r of repression are still maintained. HWe verify .
e ?i the indaonesian controlled areas ﬁhe peocple ereviz
tha? ;- Lot because they don’t have a little to =av @ ¥
hoav %ﬁ v are not healthy a= a resuit of the ?anshint riar
dayéhe f:Ee of the Iodoaesian presaace, Of thexg:lo§s.: :
- ral we couid dafine tiis 5ituatio§ as ess?ntlal;r in
ge?? ?cal plaas, in which the peopie feel Thelr Iepreassion,
PO=xbeo
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they are still tied cp, they contisue to feel ;hab they
cannot do anyiiing, they cannot speak gut, o; sizg esten
thegselves from the fear of_one day he;ng agae ene;al ave
and interrogated. 50 this is more ard esgndongsian
situation im which the people live undar 2

cortrel «

What have been the main waysliraditianal life has changed?
a

lot of changes, a lob of
I would say that thexe 2312 2§ego:tinue their gustcms and
difficultlas for th: f: Ean oncupier has been exploiting
tradibions. The Indos; i'd £t resenbiag folk lore %o

n as Wagbere identalty¥, P -
what it sees . delegations. They thiak that the
tourisbs-and f“relgiv resides in cultural manifestations,
Maubere 1den?1t§ o:1icy because the traditional way of
This is a Tatled PO L. ged racicaily in the sense thab it
livizg of ou¥ §r£,_-nted. Our people are essenvially rooted
:Zst;iit culbure and tréditions’ Lhey ha:z bheig Qw;h
concepts of 1ife, of ex%s?enciland 31;:iste:::a;§e wiiz'the
They are fmpregeated spiritual.y an ¥
ive their passage through Nother Earth

concept, they conce " .
25 a LEmporary tine,_ephemqral, in which they have to
realise their traditional cdneept?. Our pedple are fondly
attached to Mother Eaxth, §11 theixr acys, culturxal
manifestations, and even life, are desb{ned %0 consecrate,
+o0 homour, to woxship Mother Earth as life. There haven‘’t
heen a lot of changes to whis. Hhat happeqad was a lot of
obstacles to the rezlisation of these txaditions. He caxn
ectablish 2 levels: one situated in Dili, where there are
1gss difficul%ies, pecple are detbexr off on the eccnomic
plane, but more susceptible Yo be detached from their
traditions. But the Maubere pecple are entirely in the

countyy, axd there they feel that they are prevezted from

realisisg, from living, from practicing their wrxaditions,
thely customs, and this is what essentialiy offends our
peopie.

The Australian govermment has claimed that buman rights in
East Timar have improved considearably in raceat years.
Would you agrese with the Australiaa government and can yosu

cutline what you think have Deen the worst abuses of human
rights in East: Timex? .

1f we considey improvements in terms of numbers, figures of
victins, yes we must say that there have heen less abuses,
but I think human rights caancot be classified in the
context of mors or legs numbers of wiolatioas. I thizk
that tihe worst sbuses of human rights are not the
avrocities as such, but the right toc life. It is a
fundamental right of time individual, alive he has other
rights, de#ad he loses the right to have any rights. The
woxst abuse ol human rights is the deaial of vhe right o
life. If the situation has improved a littlie bit in
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regards %o some other rights -~ to Fre# e i

£ xpreasion of
opinficns, to organise, to be heard, to bepdei::deduaﬁd
defend oneself, freedom to circylate and mova, however, the
expectation of the lo=s of thass rights is very much diive-

Do you disagree with the Australia
3 o go i

the human rights situation has imprngeZ§rnmgnt.When 1% says
There are two points of view, bty ;

L f] QO pers i
by the lnterasts of the Anstralianpgovgigzézis’ gorrupted
Timoxgse i1n general,. if things have improvagd in t:r e
that they can buy a piece of e Sease

clothi i
that the situation has improved fo;niﬂethls does no% mean

s%ill malnourished. Mare interesting 14m2§:€1t"'
axe %osing students, hecause tha parents have many wschoals
pPosSsibility to keep theiy children at school ng

the first 3 or 4 years and then they cae ap 1 hey go fox
them. Materially, tha foreigners mig onger send

ht. .
Dili. If they tihink East Timor iz Dili, then .o @8% iz

) L 1i, th
matarially some Timorese are better aff: bu:ni;az£:v thiak

East Timor 1s not only Dilf, then materi

still face a Int of difficulties to sur;:ilr the peo?le

- . . . - €. Ecopomicall
if we vake into consideration the izterests of the G ¥
in Dlakarta, for instance, Gemeral Benny Muxdani nQSEnezals
interest in the expluitation of coffee. T we look i:t

the proliferation of peocple coming from Diakarta, oyuy o
people cannot kea2p up with the prices that the og

imposes. The impacv is negative on the wajority of PRoplia
bacause they are usable 40 accompany the incrementation of
gn economical plan, which the government of Indecnesia has
put In place here. The Mavbere psople 3re limited 3o a
small piece of land to cultivate, which is not capabie of
providing a propex existence. Certainly, Hr Robert, you
wilil have noticed that there are beautiful houses,; good
houses, which are the product of the paoples’ effort. The
occupier distriputed yooves for ianstaace, bub they charge
them for it, and ouxr people are angry, resentful, revalted.
If they gave us the zinc to cover our rooves, and now they
want us o pay, how are we going to do that? WKhatv they
have introduced does not satisfy our pecople, and does not
conform with the earlier economic iife ol our people.

cupisar

SEVEN, EIGET AND KINE

4
... batter schools, better roads, better housing, improved
farning methods and improved health facilities. Do you
believe that this I true, and that the Timorese are
pleased or satiafied by such developseabs.

”his is the enexy’s strong propaganda point and we haax
them taiking about this quite ofven in internatiognal
forums. #He caanct deny that there have been some
improvemants in those aspects thav you pointed cutb. Nbat
we must say is that but for Iadoaesia iteself,; and for its
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i phappy East Tiacrese, this would not
Eziérgibgznzgfp ﬁzehive iﬁgn following thaﬁ‘even Ausgiat;a
has beex g{ving millions of §°1t;zsagggctfgztgfa:fi:nzti£;

i alicies have been 11 =
itiryzzglz through these developments. Sco th‘n_“e ?a;:
heard from the Australian gover?m:t: bh;:i:cggozzgtisgeg;
should pre::;ilézsi ﬁzi;tizzi iugporting Inda?esia, to give
of the pow in order to charge more. Let’s loock at the
away Sonée mﬂne{ia and let‘s look at the Timer Gap Treaty.
gase of Austrian ;ee that there Bever was any real concern
TheIEfoxer:eg; the Ipdonesian governmeait to halp ?he East
on the pa& Thi§ is & strategy by Indonesia to subjugate the
T{morese- t’s why we don’t see any real masterial benefits
PE?Ple'oz?: compensate for their sacyifices. Aas I‘ve
which ¢ smid, our pecople have a concept of life, which they
already realise while they are alive, in the coatext of its
want_:?azs and customs. That’s why a paved rcad and scos
sradl have no value for them. The Maubere people have
houﬁisawn sanse of honour and pride of their own selves.
;ﬁ:lnacerial'benefits they want are only to sabicfy daily
needs asd are not an end in thanselyes. But not only ds
our peopie not feel they have benefited from these
improvements, the improvements are conbradictory with their
own concepts of life, with theix way of living in the
sconomic field. So asking if our people axe happy with the
ipprovements at these levels which you are talkiag about,
we must say, for eample, that they say thexe are better
schools; they are for students Yo create ‘new men'. Bat
thosa who go to the schools, supposedly to acquire
knowledge, they say that these scheols are not good for
them, and what they want is a country. In regard to bettex
nethods of agriculture, I canrot understand this because
oux people 4&¢ zot benefit from these methods. They
convisue to use wooden sticks to cultivate corn, and
tapioca. Iz regards to health, some people are evea afraid
to go to buy medication or see a docteor, aand they resort to
tradivional mediciae. Me see there a confrontation at all
levels of these improvesents.

If the Tioorese 4o not benefit, who does?

hd

< would say the denerals themselves. It is said often that
Genaral uny¥ Murdani has aconomic interests here, and in
=0 many othar shops and businesses. Thase are the firsy
people to Lenefit. Seccndly, those who come ta OCCupy most
ef the civil servazts jobs. Dili is full of Javanese
exploiving ecazomic conditisons, whnile they axe civil
sérvants. Thirdly, the transmigrants are themselves poor
peopla, they themselves say ‘we are poor’ acd they say
‘it’s our government that sent us hexe’, although they are
happy to come here. They even say that if Fretilin wiag
they don’t want to leave. The goverament gives ali the

facilities to these peuple, the so—called anew mthod of
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agricuiture is for them. TI¢ & foreigner
2 - . b g comes to East
zlmar and doesn’t find trxarnsmigrants in the vitlages, this
ces naot deny the fact that this Policy 2id pot bepefit the
z;gzﬁe;e;ih:wtransmngrgnts are put inteo very fertile areas,
nerYs are Timoresa, « & s
conscentration camp o Nave been forced into

: s for SeCurity reassps
transmigranbs coma, and are Put in the m;stuzzitzgese
they sell the produce and it benafits thep € areas,

benefivted enormously from this So they have
. The (o] r

paved rxoads, they can move frealy in?bh:ntgizxel freely on

that were @rought here. In SUSBAYY, the £} sands of carg

bepneficiaries are the Iadonesian Genera< Cher

second are those who came herxe and are ; Dils

bettar conditicns and eco 2 oLl

d > nomic life to ooking for
service jobs, and thirdly, are the tran::fuﬂy the
the most fertile land is offereq, g¥rarts, to whonp

Prpjects in East Timor have
Auvstralia and other countries.

3 s dast ans
you suggesting that the aid money in fact . Wer are
Indonesians themzselves? benef itg

This is so abvicus. The commanders of the battalions
themselves used %o seil axwy food rvations in front of thei
own houses. If they steal from their own Jovernment, « eir
can see how they have their eyes always on monay. 1+ w;
had money we would buy Benny Murdan:i ana President Surhart
to give us independence, but because we arg pooxr we c&nnogn
do that. There are 50 many cases that we could tell you of
how the Indenesians use this war to enrich thenselveasg,
Bafore the Manbere peopie had to use sarat jalangs for
travel, and they had to get the signature oz the surat
jalang of the Indcopesian soldiars. But even before the
poor Easl Tiaorese was im their office they would pull the
draw opez and if the Kavbere didn't put some money in, then
he would be told he could not bave the trxavel paper. 1If he
put in only a swall amount of momey i% would take a weak,
if it was encugh the paper would be given immediately, even
if he was a well knowa Fretilin supporter, the Indonesgians
ozly had eyes for ibe money. HWe <o not think that Beanny
Murdasi 1s a saint. :

+++ in the Indopesian administravion, and macy peopie have
complained to me vhat often they have to pay 2 cczs:defable
amount of money to Indonesian officials in order Yo gain
employment. Are you able to comment on this?

Certainly, 15 they didn“t behave liks that they_couldn't
secure transnigration, which is esseatlally ¢o improve
their econcmic conditiors. We believe that many civil
servants in the Indonesian occupation belong e the Class
of transmigrants. This aspect, those whe have compieted
their nigh school or university studies and are not ab}e to
work have bo pay %0 obtain 3 job. This reveals that wnat
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is widely seen by ocur people of corrupbl?n=s :h§oga::n:se
have their eyes glued ;g m:::z.pa§§ ;ingzzzrrone feols that
Timnzesg bec;uizs:;;:ti;;othe sdmission of Timorese imto
the p?lfzf :ruice is about obtaining for themselvss;monef
:he c;;; szorese. Tt would take too lgig ;:p;::;r.be

rom . 3 This is W
fully Indonzizagoﬁzizift;i:«I thiok that apart from a
thr?ughout fiting Djakarta and the transmigrants, the
policy of t:?:nlr benefit themselves, not the Timorese.
1mp;ovenenh re is also this aspect O carruyb:nn. The
Besides, ThE suing btheir goveramest’s policy they call
Javanese in Pﬂ: the capacity vo obtaim money. In regard to
upon bhEQSGi“ebhis development follows this intention. The
this sublef ¢hat the ecopomic rights they talk about are
pecple fee ant, in the cootext of what ; said earler,

not wnfb we :oncépt of Mother Earth, of life. So al; the
about thelr rovenents do not benefit vs. We wouldn‘t deay
*oanoFicbizpnestgrn countries, there is supremacy of

tba? %nal‘righbs over econamic rights. Buat bhe? cansider
politic Fast timor economic rights shouid prevail over
that in 1 rights. MHa consider that they are treating us as

%Lbigato ve fattened. He are human beings like all

apims in the world, we don’t thiank that politics iz a
ahzzifon of baing able to read and write, but of faeling
giat freedom is a natural xight, something that Always
existed, S0 we cannot agree with t@zs point of view, aad
our peoplie have denonstrfted that inspite of th&sg
developments and the claims that ?hgf are_happy with thgy
for us the most iaportaant are political rights.

What has happeaed to traditiomal Tizorese culture?

Ke can say that Tisorese culture is dead in the sease of
practice. As I said last night, the occcupier has beer
explaoiting the Maubere culture %o saxe propagaanda that they
respect the Kaubere culture. This is a farce, because it
is oaly for picturas and for the entervainment of those who
come here to defend Indonesia‘s positior. Kaubere Culture
is practically dead in the terms of activities, becausa
they cannst practice it openly. The eneny restricts all
the acts that are geauinely Maubere because they are afraid
that the people will use thase cultural acts to organise
themselves, to increase their consciousness in regaxrd to
the sirangers. 3In fact; we have nothing in coomon,
culturally speaking. Ia their language, customs, and
cultural manifestations, the Maubere keeps latent the
desire vo zmaintain their culture. This is ose of the
aspects of their resistance, az froat that is aot ma=ifestad
openiy, but only in a wmituation of trying to maiatain
activities, sc that they do not chazge theix character,
their basis, their cbjectives. The people keep in their
soul btheir culture. Indonesia has been exploiting the
question of cultural identity, so-called ‘respecting’® the
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Haulhere identity such as dances, and songs.
iastarnca they

But, for A
even forced the People to change the words,
the expressions, the cultural meaniag of the words of the
Stngs. So what we are witnessing Yoday is a situation of
oux sulture being kept av home, I% is not manifested
outside the houses.
It’s said that womesn sufs
Can 700 comment oa thatg,
resistance?

The difficulties Telt by ¢

particularly by the Women, obviously
difference in relatian to men. He n
women livad through so B3dy drifficyy
whether I even shoulsi say EifFi
felt even more oppressed than
cases we could describe, and iy would be too long

nusber of ceses of disrespect in regard to Tiﬂore;e Of the
violations, abuses, threats - thay are generally Xnown, ang
they take place from Tutvala %o the border region,
women gave their lives for their &
subingated by force. Aan entire platoor y
saxually abusing her until she died, Nany gave theijr
lives, othexs preferred a bullet to disheaour, while Stherg
who were weaker or pursued by a large numbex gf txoops,
they could not resist. We £an see a bestial attitude, thay
are 3ssassins, inhuman and what for them is Havhere ig ¢o
be destroyed, vioclated oppressed apd %i%led. ?hi§ is the
Situabion of Timorese women. To specifically define the
role of Timorese women in the resistance would be Iike
defining two very distinct fronvs of strqule: Ne coulgd
only say that the cnly thing we do not 4llow is forx ocur
Timorese womeén Lo Caryy arms, because we still have_nen.
Byt at the same level with the men, they have Sonuributed
in the most dangerous years of 1973 to Bl, and other ,
difficuit periods like fraom 1983 %o B?, wher the enemy’s
eprisais were against men, and the Timorese women kFew howe
zopreSPcnd’ they were the last sitronghold of the re?1§tgnce
when the meax were not allowed to move about and t?e“~1t.was
the women who assumed the full zrele in the nost dtﬁflcufb
monents, Bo today we cannot say clearly what is e raie
of women as such, but they participate at an equal leve
with mesn. .,

-

he horrors

5 ¥ that Timorege
lties ~ don“t know
Culties. The Timoraga wamen
the men, thara dre =o mgq

3ping a womagn,,

Question about international everts, especially the changes
in Eastern Europe?

I thizk that the impact will de positive. The §na?ges
takiag placa in Eastera Eurape streagthen h?manlty g {able
aspiravions for democracy asd freedom. It is an u; en
proef that the universal values musi be respected by .
everyoneg, everywhers. I tn%ni_a%so vhat wa are golug o
witness shortly even more significaant changes. e can see

-zz-
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in the Third Hoxld a positive trend towards deno:r::gtand
human rights. The confrontaticn ?e?waen East an RES om
Caused the division of the world in%e two camps. G:tes
Curtain is now destroyed aad I %hink that the ixon

that continus to separate peop;e w;::ogziixE::D:a;nr:;;chd
sho un may zlso be destroyed. X .

b; :tciimate!which strengthens dialogue, angdzp t?;:ll
regard, my personal opinion is that the wor is ¥

moving towards an era of psace, & new érd of freedcam,
justice and democracy.

iDs Ouastion about the Gulf crisis.
obvicusly with some é:fi:;encies, I

] he Coacexn hy e
?uﬁb ﬁd?‘thai 22;§u:?:;gz: ;:ttan end toe this disr?spech of
m?"EJ:]&M;fmmi.ru::n‘.;ples. Of course, we have %0 take into
ppifabpicbage Ezain interests relaved to the case; but we sga
e aem tration that it is possibile to hope for a more
neree:tgsna??;rt on the part of the iaternational community
o d :a the destiny, the fate of the peopla of the
o regarz think that apart from these interests, what is
?orld;ant iz the prompt disposition oa the part of the
?ngggnational commuaity to condemn energetically and
im ediately & violation of internaticnal, universal
1:?ﬁciples, which the United Nations advocates asd the
gnternational compsunity shares.

G: In my persoral view,

D1 If we <can turn to other areas of the world, what do you
) think of the Caamdodian situation, the recert peace
settieaent that has been negotaied in Cambodia?

G: I think that the solution that is beiag searched for min
Cambodia 15 realistic. Consideriog the divarsity existing
betweer the various belligerent forces r ¢ think that z
United Nations role is the best way out. I thipk that is
=till a situation af pre-solution which is already pointing
towards a new form of conflict resolution which we are
following with some interxest.

D: hre you sayiag, sir, that ¥Oou See a possibility in the
Camkbodiaa settlement faor a settlement iz East Timor?

G: Yes, ves. I cannot deny that this would he a viable form
for East Timor, Laecause it stezs always frox a procaessg of
dizlogue, and this is what we are looking for. Only
dialogue will allow us to arrive a%t such a conclusiog,

D: You irdicated that the PedCe settlement in Cambodig
rapresanted a zew form, a aew rola for the United Natfons

in reseiving coxflict in the worid. What role do you want
the UN to play in Fast Timox?

43 in principle, the UK must have as a basis the right of oux
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peopla, frocm there, ¥E€S, we cpuld

this caxa. Sonsider a UN role in

What are your opinions on events in Scuth Africa?

I think that it is essentially the st
of all peoples. Thexre we see.the black

?gainst humanity. The xole Presi

in changing South Africa ig reaiidenb de
that in South Africa there
confrontation, a situation iz whi i :

shaould nod he utilised, and aaningazzz §i°g§iedlfferences
the.fun&amenbal rights of men., Ha are hapefu} rbbo Aoaste
It is iaportant to point out this fact inm semon T, hat.
South Africa is a Cauntry where we all feel that hi i
canaot accept that a whole race have all its ri hthmanlty
2way completely, which balong to every parson. VS taken

Bo you beliave that the South African gover i s,
3 positive role in South Africa now? g tment is Playing

Yes.

Can we turaiang %o the Baltic republics - Estonia, Zithuanja
and Latvia ~ which are seeking independsnce from the Soviat
Union? Can you comment on that situation?

de think that there is some similarity in that situation oa
questions of principla, becavse if principles are
saiversal, %hen they must denefitv everyome. It is also a
question which is damonstrating o the warld that the
phencmenor of nationalism is a fuadamental political
questioz belanging to the pesoples. We have bean followiag
tu a certaia extent thav sizuation, and we vnderstand
really that {n the Soviet Union it is difficult, in the
face of the threat of dismemberizg the Unioca. But
obviously, Noscow caanct suffccats, aad sunpress, caanof
continue to deay the naticnalist desire for independexnce on
the parbt of vhe Baltic repudlics, as well as other groups
in the soutn westi of the Joviet Union. We can only coamexnt
en the questicn’ of principles, and only on the universality
of rights, and we must say vhat it is another proof that
the universal rights defended by the interzational
comaunity nust be respected and implenented, otherwise
there would be ao people that coulid feel free. For
exapple, the Kuwaiti people would feel coerced into
allowiag othars to decidae tneir own destiny. He think that
this is what®s important. We should look at the gquestion
of Agltic natiomalism, and othar republics in the Soviet
Union, in the coatext of the universality of Principles and
rights, which assist ali peopies. I think that we carn only

-28-
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4, of the principles that wa
henomenom that axists because
pach nation. The

hts of these peoples.

ta31% about this in the c9nbex
menticned. Naviomalisa 1S5 a8 P
of the existesce of each people, £
principles must contemplate the rig

om developments in

inspiration fr 1
Ben e rap Canbodia?

Doe our mMmove .
hT the Baltic republics and

South Africa,
ggles for freedocn throughouvt the
i i £ the rest of
1 wishes, the anxiasties Ol
wur;d_refle:: :genot sep;rate puxr people fram the rest of
humanity - and anything that happ&ns-zn favour of the
the sStruggles: aiso of benefit to us. Our war

is .
rights of these pacples of universal principles. In this

i 1al in defence 1
e Eﬁzéntgzﬁigspiratian which wa receive from these
regard,

les is reciprocal, in the sense that we also Inspire
;::;gg in ocher parts of the world.

Yes, we wish that the stru

gk of international attitudes towards East
the superpowars — America, the Soviet

What oo You :?3
Pigmor? Firstl¥r ’
Union, China and Britain?

itudes are ambiguous, others are

?Dme of :2§i§f$1;:dregaxd to the United Stuates we think it
Err::szbibude of seilfishness. We understand that this
e ives from the ecomomic interests the United States has
jr Pjakasxta. The United ?tabes considers iteelf tc_be the
pastion of defence for gnlversal valuaes and humag rights,
yey it makes a distinction hebwgen peaples and raghts.
Today the position which the United States takes in regard
to Kuwait is totally contxary to 2ts positioa on East
Timor. The Soviet Union in cur view behaved omr %he hasis
of its owa world isterests. In regard to East Timor, for
the Soviet Unioc the Unitved Staves was zov a prohlem, so it
was 20t even a case to be considered. In rxegards to China,
whick im priaciple supports the liberation movements, they
also adopted & positioa which is scmewhat inconsistent and
incoherenl about East Timer. The United Kingdom Las a
pelicy which is just duplicating the policy of the Uaited
States,; and whatever the Azericans say, is what Margaret
Thatcher does. And that’s how we see the great powers in
regard %o our rights, which rights they say they dafend.
{his is ?ecause of their interests whick they don't want to

oSe. 4

What about the atvitude of Australia towards East Timor?

He have to say thav Australia has taken an attituda of
accomplice ia the genocide perpetrated by the accupation
forces. Accomplice because the interests which Aussraliia
waated to sacuye with the anneratien of East Timor into
Izéeonesia are so avideat. The best proof is the Timor Gap
Agreement. It is icconceivadle and unacceptable thav a
deaocratic country wivh a Western way of life,; a country

-35_.
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which claims to he 4 defendayx

fr9m Lhe blood of othex paopl

;:;:2c2°:? ii:ﬁi:;g:t :he important role 1t played ia the
waen many Tig i

Jipanese would nat invade ausirali:fesgadzzd‘so whay §he

©X Vrae betrayal. Wa feel hurt, rayed srop ode

country with Western values Shouige feel betrayed that a

@f human rights should profib
©: 2 small reighbouring people

in this rapacious exploitation s and_zben Participatiag
Pl i N
that is in fact legitiaately Dur:,the Timor Gap, somethiag

RD: You referred 4o the Timor Ga
X , 2 Treaty, i
attzt?de ?awards the Australian~ladgnes?2:ba1s your

axploit Timorese il 42d gas resarves the sﬂfeement t9
8ap Treaty? ‘ O-called Timox

8G: I %hink that it is a 2nitaterzl, 1) z
fllegitimgte ang criminal, in tﬁe 002221tﬁ:§i:l:n' N
extermlaated by a party to this agreenent,, Aust: :fe being

- this Treaty becomes an 2CComplice. Australia ta’: 13, with
about international law, bdut we can =S loualy

dgreaxent as a disraspect for Principles,
prizciple which says that no acquisition by
As far as I xoow Australia is also a Signatexy to ¢
principle - that no acguisivian by force shoula s
2% legal, and Australia denias nis with its agreZ;gzzgﬁ?ed
Diakaria. It shows the dirty, cynical ang Criminal Lh
pelicies practiced by the Bustralian government in ya

%o East Timor. Jards

RD: Can I ask you, sir, to comaent on the attitude of the
¥atican towards East Tiacr?

5G: X think that it is an attitude which betrays a corruption
of universal principles. We see the role of the Vatican inp
the policies of Djakarta. MHe all know about the expulsion
of Monsignor Lopes, and %he &xpulsion of the Portuguesae
priests and we expect that one day MNonsignor Belo willd also
be expelled. I think that it is an immoral attitude on the
Vatican’s part and that the Vatican is also actiang in this
worid in the interests that move the attitudas of
politicians. The statement by Father Tucci ? who caze to
prepare the visit of the Pope is very revealing of the
Vatican’s attitude. When he disagreed that the Papal mass
shoulc be in Tacitolu he merely stated that the Vatican
shguld not sacrifice its iaterests okly for the sake of a
few hundred thousand Catholics. I don’v think that is the
most correct attitude. We contiaue to fasl the influence
which Djakarta nas on the Vatican and in coaseguesce Lhe
lsfluence the Vabican exerts on the Churchn of Rast Timor.
I the Church of East Timar rejected ite role, i1ts mission
tc defend the oppressed, to defand those whe want Justice
and peace, I think that the Vatican would have had a very,
very negative roleé in East Timor. What we said yesterday
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about the role of the Church in Eaxst Timor 2lso comes Up
hare, in she context of the vatican’s pressure ob the 4 to
Timocrese clergy. The Vatican on many oCCasions intende °
take up the role of mediator in the East ?1mo§ preb%em, an
even today we can say that the VYatican maxntfxns.th%s.
position. For us, it 1s a pasition not at ail dignified.

SIDE TEN

RD:

aople may argus that while what.has )
ﬁipﬁgzzznia ;i:i gimﬁr is unforsucate, it is now iopassible
for East Timorxr o be independenk. Rael;stlcallyé faa 3;;
achiave your goals, and how long are You prep:;s Ao exr
the deprivatioas of a guerilla life i the bush?

isti 3 i that it would act b=
RgalIStzizilgoip::kgggbil;h;;z hé;e whether I think it is
;gzzggi; for us to achieve i?depenéence. H? are ?earad
towards the defence of our r1gnts,.and realzs§1c§;l¥ all
nations dasire tnat. If many pa0op-e€ 3rgue that ;t is .
impossible for East Timoyx %o pe 1gdependent et t-e ?oment
thisk that they ses the guestion in 4 very 51mp§15tzc WRY .
The prodiesm of East Timox is not a sigple qpe?txon for
Indonesia and the rest of the world. We consider that we
have that from good SOUIGRS. HWe are prepared to‘continue
to resist for as long &s neceassary, as long as Diakarta
does no% adopt a ROTE fiexible attitude, more just and more
yraspoasible. He zlready stated that we axe prepareﬂ'to
accapt our own extermination, as laoag as Diakarsa thinks
that there is oaly one way %o solve the problem, that there
erists oniy the use of force Lo make us surrender.
Surrender in terms of our people, in the sease that the
problem is resolved Through war, is only Yo resolve an
impor Lbant part of the resistance. He are prepared for as
iong as Dsecessary; 3s long 25 Djakarta does not change its
attitude. In this semse, it is only after Diakarta shaws
more fleribility that I would more realisticaliy comment on
how we could achiave independence.

What are your proposals for a solution in East Timor?

¥ould you he prepared to compromise, for iastance (o gain
autonony within Indonesia?

A
I caanot comment on that siace I ac only opne persorn, and
because in whe leadership of the struggle we have Falantil,
as welli as the pationalist parties. Mazy proposals have
bzen sant to tha world, atne was responded to. 1 can only
say thav I'a ilaterested and ready to debate and discuss any
project foxr a solution without preconditioas, under UN
auspioes, decawce the gituation in East Tisor i1s a very
spacific one. OQbviocusly, nothiag coulid take place hera if
there was oo cease fire Lecause there wou.d De physical
threats to as, so therefore the essential condition to
discuss proposals for a solution would be a ceasefire.
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