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EAST TIMOR

a. The Pope's Visit

The protests from Mnsgr. Bele against the use of the
Indonesian language during the celebration of mass
led the Nuncio and the Papal envoy, Father Tuccl, to
reconsider the decision. They later announced that
Latin would be used, The homily, in a neutral lan-
guage (English or French) would be translated inte

- Tetum. -

The length of stay in East Timor had been foreseen
as 3 hours. Now a meeting with the clergy in Dili’ s
cathedral would be planned.

The visit of the Vatican envoy, Father Tuccli, caused a
scandal on account of a statement the Jesuit priest
made, which later appeared in nearly all the docu-
ments coming from Timor dealing with the Pope's visit:
"We are not going %o sacrifice all Christendom on
account of 400,000 Catholiecs™. Priests and leity
aliks are asking themselves about the Gospel followed
by the Vatican's diplomats.

ET 195/89, ED 197/89. ET 198/89, ET 202/89

o. @Esst;_§§%9_Eeéez_eezzeeéleee2_%_Ezs§§2£e
Following his letters to the UN Secretary General

and other well-known personalities, all Mnsgr. Belo's
correspondence is being 1ntenceﬁted "1 am receiving
neither letters nor magazlnes nor. newspapers, and the
correspondence I send is not reachlng its destination"
said Monsgr. Belo by telephone to an Expresso report-

_er, . He added that his telephone conversation was un-

doubtedly being tape-recorded.

"We are in a cage" said the Bishop, who complained
that "aid is almost not arriving"from the Christian
communities of Europe; "From Lisbon no one is help-
1ng,lnot even the Blshops Conference.”

Tlmorese aré belng questloned about the positions the

. Bishop has adopted (see ET 201/89).

There is talk of Mnsgr. Belo's re31gnation. just as
happened in the case of his predecessor, Monsgr. -
Costa Lopes, when he stood up to the invaders.

Expresso, 20 May 1989
ET 195/89, ET 197/89, ET 201/89, ET 202/89
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East Timor's Resistance Commander, Xanana Gusm3o, sent an exten-
sive document to Mnsgr. Canalini, Apostolic Nuncio in Jakarta.

The Commander expressed his regret in the missive that "the Holy
See had developed mancevres to entice the Armed Restistance 1o
surrender". He stated that "If all that the Catholic Church in -
Moslem Indonesia receives from the Jakarta Government can make
the over 200,000 Timorese who Tell for .their country and the long
1ist of the most horrendous crimes so easily forgettable, I ought
to consider this attitude to be conveniently, logically and
morally Christian.”

Xznana GusmBo asked that what he had written should not be taken
as “"provocation and insult" because his words could not be as
offensive as "Indonesia's barbarous acts of violating sanctuaries
breaking holy statues, beating up priests, and breaking-in %o

steal silver crucifixes."” He professed to be a Catheolice, "bDut
above all I was born Maubere; I am not a politician, I just
lead an armed resistance against a foreign occupation™. He said

that "the Church in Timor lives on because of the abnegation of
the missionaries who understand our people and feel what our
people feel, and if the Vatican continues to take away this moral
support from the people, then the Indonesian fathers or those
priests who have been carefullychosen will finish off what is
left of the confidence and respect that our people has held for
sc long for the Church.”

He added that "if the Vatican looks upon a few tarmac-covered
roads, a few zinc huts, some TV aerials and an Italian-style
bustle of cars in Dili as a fair price to pay for the increased
numbers of Catholics in Timor, then I believe it lncorrectly '
perceives the problem of our faith.,”

He suggests that Nuncio Canalini "appeal to the Jakarta Government
to immediately free the Catholic prisoners in Cipinang prison,

and to stop killing old, infirm, women and children who are in
the bush." ‘ :

The Resistance leader stated his conviction that “our people
would accept a clear and open Vatican positian, but never a cun-
ning attitude in which the political machinery tries to convince
us to surrender." - =~ - - Ve e .

S&bado, 13 May 1989

T e e i A . . T i e G R e el ok S e s S

1. S0S from Bast Timor. Darwin, April 89, 2 p. (Portuguese)
ET 195/89 - | e e T |

(A document written by a Timorese giving an account of
the current situation in East Timor. "There 1s increased
movement of troops, unloading of war material and armoured
vehicles in Dili, and helicopters bringing in the wounded
and taking out reinforcements to Indonesian positions.
Pighting occurred in Feb/March in the Ainaro zone and
especially in the Dare and Zumalal zones. Numerous




‘have fallen on deaf ears.” ... "There were repeated sug-

-

{precise numbere not known) arrests were made in April and
May in Venilale (...} Meanwhile, the Indonesians are placing
all their bets on the Pope's visit. (...) A small number of
Timorese is forced into supporting the political plan of the
Pope's visit to Timor. (...) Here today, the Church which
gives the impression of remaining silent on account of im-
mediate concerns is facing another problem: either integ-
ration in the Indonesian Bishops' Conference or Islamisation.
(...) The people are anguished because they have realised
that the Government will undoubtedly use for its own ends and
manipulate the program for the Pope's coming. (...) A wave
of repression sweeping over the people following the Pope's
visit is a foregone conclusion. Already, on account cof the
letter which the Bishop sent to the UN Secretary General, the
military have begun detaining hundreds of men from Dili for
guestioning. (...) The Bishop himself is under quite a lot
of pressure from the military due to his recent stand vis-a-
vis the situation, requestlng the referendum (+s..)." )

Worklng Agenda No.1l/1989. Timorese Students in Indonesia,’
Jakarta, 30 April 1989, 2 p. (Portuguese) ET 196/89

(On learning of the US Vice-President's visit, they decided
to prepare a document to be sent shortly to the US President
concerning: : '

1 +the continuaticon of the armed sfruggle,‘
2 human rights vieclatiens

3 the continuation of vieclations as long as Indonesla does
not recognise the rlght to self-determination and indepen-
dence, :

4 requesting US intervention with regards the inclusion of |
© a Resistance representation at the New York talks hetween
Portugal 'and Indonesgia, |

5 asking for a suspension of sales to Indonesia of military
equipment - arms used agalnst the Timorese people,

6 support for the positions adopted by US Senators andg
Congressmen (letter to 5. Schultg, Cetober 1988). )

Testimony. East Timor, A group of laymen from Dili, s.d.,
3 p. (Portuguese) ET 197/89

(Reflections on the Pope's visit and Father Tucei's statement.

"A certain connivance between the Vatican and Indonesia is
noticeable. In the long term this poliey will have a boomer-
ang effect: Indonesian Catholics colaborate with the Govern-
ment in the real but “eamouflaged coppression®™ of the Moslems.
This situation matures a future Islamic revolution, which
will do great damage to the Indonesian Church. Sacrificing

~Timor will not save the Church of Indonesia.“

"Rome does not hear us! Our appeals, those of our priests,

gestions and appeals to the Resistance to give itself up and
for it "to see the light". Apart from the UN’ s 1975 appeal
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for the withdrawal of the invading forces, no appeal was ever
made by the Church. Months ago, the Bishop of Dili asked for

a referendum, buf{ he has no support at the top." "If the

Pope comes, he comes, We will receive him with love, in prayer,
in silence and leave it to the foreigners, brought from other
islands specifically for the purpose, the job of shouting out
their support for ilntegration ... for three hours! If the

Holy Father comes, he comes! We will remain with our last

hope in God, praying in silence. We have nothing further

to say. We have said it all. Whoever has ears, listen!"

Alcune Csservazioni sulla situazione attuale. Timor, A Group
of Priests, s.d., 2p (Italian) ET 198/89

(Father Tucei's name appears at the beginning so the document
must have been addressed to him.

ATter 13 years of maximum involvement on the part of the Indo-
nesian Government at all levels in order to make the Timor

integration policy progress, the war still goes on. Over the
last few days, the Indonesians carried out many arrests among
the civilian population in the Baucau and Venilale zones (...)

Today, nobody here wants integration into Indonesia, not even
the few Timorese who originally fought for integration. Even
these today reject integration, but they are forced to keep
quiet.

A lot is said about socio-economic development promoted by the
Indonesians, .They have in fact built a lot of houses (for civil
servants) and many tarmac-covered roads; they opened schools
but the level of schooling is exiremely low and its only aim is
to promote the Indonesianisation plan. There is a shortage of
competent teachers and books; through the Moslem teachers de-
gradation penetrates the very fabric of Timorese society. This
development only benefits the Indonesians, who are invading

jobs here in Timor. '

what does the Holy Father's visit mean in this situation ...?
Many ask themselves whether the Holy Father is coming to conclude
and give the seal of approval to this atrocious integration pro-
cess ...

The people's anguish is further aggravated by the Indonesian
oppressive totalitarian military system, controlling absolutely
everything and, in this way, utilising the Pope's visit for its
own ends.

The head of military forces here in Timor severely reproved the
Bishop and priests saying that the Church did not want to colabor-
ate with them and was always against integration, but that "we
managed to bring the Pope-here, we managed it".

This visit is a diplomatic victory for the Indonesians. The
people will recelve the Holy Father as a Christian people that
considers him to be father in faith, but this respect will be
manipulated by the Indonesians. This means that the Holy Father's

'visit sanctions the Indonesian crime. This is what the voiceless

people feels. (...) The Holy Father's visit could either be
the salvation or have catastrophic consequences for this Christ-
ian community." :
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Press Release., GIF, Lisbon, 2 May 1989, 2p. {Portuguese &
English) ET 199/89 X /

" (Fretilin document "expresses concern abou® the manlpulatlon

by both the Indonesian Government and the Apostolic Nuncio in
Jakarta in relation .to the forthcoming Holy Father's visit to
East Timor", and "denounces the pressure brought to bear by
the Indonesian authorities upon the Apostolic Administrator
Felipe Ximenes Belo.") -

Newsbriefs. GIF, 12 May 1989, 2 p. (Portuguese & English)
ET 200/89 ' | : ’ :

(The document refers to Indonesian military coperations in the
Zast Timor terrltory, "the presence of Indenesian forces being
more known about in Zumalai, Hatudo, Ainaro, Same, Fatuberliu,
Barique, -Yigueque, Bauc;u and Los Palos". It also refers to
the meeting between Mr. Pérez de Cuellar, UN 3Jecretary General,
and the Portuguese and Indcnesian ambassadors, Fernando Reino
and Nana Sutresne, on 9 May in New York to discuss matters re-
lated to East Timor, especially the preparation of the Portu-
guese parliamentarians' visit to the territory occupied by
Indonesia.)

Press Release. Clandestine Front in East Timor and Indonesiay
Indonesia, 5 May 1989, 2 p. (Portuguese) ET 201/89

(Accordlng to sources close to the Indonesian parliament, says
the document, on 3 May, on the request of the "FRAKSI ABRI"™
(Armed Forces' parliamentary group) the deputies representing

"East Timor in this parliament were questioned about the "recent

statements made by the head of the Dili diocese concerning a
referendum and human rights violations carried out by the Indo-
nesian troops in East Timor".

Mr. Francisco Lopes da Cruz and Mrs. Petronella have reportedly
expressed their support for the Bishop. Mr. Clementino dos
Reis Amaral "opted for a neutral p051tlon while Mr, Salvador
has.not yet given his opinion. :

Aleixo Guterres, one of the Ketua DPRD Tk II (head of the Baucau
loecal council), who . is currently in Jakarta for medical reasons,
was also questioned separately and reportedly affirmed his sup-
port for the Blshop and for the Church

In Dlll, the representatlves of the local council (DPRD Tk II)
were urgently summoned to give their views on the matter. Ap-
parently, nearly all of them supported the head of the dlocese s
POSltlon.;;:“, I Dol

General Benny Moerdanl is sald to be preparlng a proposal for
Monsgr. Belo's immediate dismissal. 'If this is not successful
they will try to kill or expel .him.

In the course of sessions held in the borougls of Baucau, Vigueque

and Los Palos for the purpose of clarification for the people,
Major Prabowo, President Suharto's son-in-law, stated that the
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Church, priests and nuns are the three factors enflangering East
Timor's integration into Indonesia, and that the people should,
therefore, turn against them. The people, however, instead of
rebelling, increasingly place their trust in the Church and the
Timorese clergy".

The situation is tense ang large-scale repression is foreseen in
the near future. .

The Timorese need moral andg political support from the international
community.

The Hely Father's visit to Tast Timor next October. Clandestine
Resistance, Dili, Nay 1989, 5 p. (Portuguese) ET 202/89

(The Clandestine Resistance in East Timor called a meeting to
study the Pope's visit. Over 100 rarticipants signed the docu-
ment. '

Father Tucel was in Dili on 5 April and disillusioned everyone by
his words. "We heard tha<t the Holy Father is coming to bring us
peace! de have been praying for peace for a long time. What
will the peace brought to us by the Holy Father consist orf? Peace
with the integration into Indonesia, or peace with the indepen-
dence of East Timor? Or does not Christ's peace incarnate ter-
resirial realities? (...) oOur conviction is that true peace in
Timor will only be attained through freedom of our country, East
Timer, with its people free.

Fast Timor was at home, and it was Indonesia that came along and
disturbed its tranquility and peace. There is, therefore, only one
way for peace to return: the intruder must leave and give back

the house to the Maubere people, just as the USSR did in Afghanistan,
and Cuba did in Angola ...".

The final document from that clandestine meeting was later incor-
borated in a letter sent 1o the Portuguese President of the Repub-
lic, with a limited number of signatures. : .

2. ADMINISTRATIVE POWER: PORTUGAL

——-...———....--————_—_—q-p_-———--————.————.—-———...——-..-.-—_—-_-.-.

(1) Mr. Javier P&rez de Cuellar, UN Seeretary General, replied

to the letter which the Bishop of Setfibal addressed to him, send-
ing him a copy of Monsgr. Belo's letter (see SM 18 and MM 23),

In his reply, the UN Secretary General stressed "+the importance

of the Bishop's intervention in the case of East Timor", and

added that "both the Bishop oFf Setfibal's description of the
situation and the appeals made by the Bishop of Dili, Mnsgr. Belo,
had been forwarded %o the Decolonisation Commission and would be .
discussed by the General Assembly in August". -

The Prelate of Setfibal said that "it is the mission of the Bishop'
to denounce injustice. I will continue to pay close attention to
the plight of the people of East Timor («..) much more has to be
done for the East Timorese People, whose legitimate rights have
been taken away."

Difrio Popular, 12 May 1989
Di&rio_de Notfeias, 13 May 1989

1 ~ v - T e
4
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(2) Mr. Vanuel Martins received a delegation of Timorese
refugees, who presented him with a crucifix carved out of
sandalwood by one of the armed Resistance guerrillas and sent
by Commander Xanana GusmZo for the Bishop. According to the
refugees, the crucifix symbolised the sacrifices made by the
East Timorese people for so long.

At the meeting, the Bishop of Setfibal said "It is my duty as
a .Portuguese citizen, as a Christian and as Bishop to defend
the cause and basic rights of the East Timorese people.” Nr.
Manuel Mariins was told by recent refugees that Mnsgr. Belo's
correspondence is under strict surveillance by the Jakarta
authorities. : - '

Difrio de Notfcias, 14 May 1989

T e R R R R S M e T T e i e e ek e N AR M W A S b e e o —

During the King of Spain's visit t6 Portugal, President of the
Republic, Mirio Soares, appealed once again in his speech to
Spain and to the international community to support. Portugal

in the solving of the conflict in East Timor. Portugal's .

Head of State recalled East Timor "where an entire people fights
Tor the recognition of its right to choose its own destiny

and courageously confronts the forces of Indonesian occupation.”

He added "This situation should prove to be a test enabling us
to define those countries which defend principles and those
that take action only out of self interest."

Europeu, 16 May 1989

M N WL D AR v i e T R M e R W N ML B ALE el e e o e e G gy S S — —

Tre Movimento CristSo para a Paz (MCP - Christian Peace Movement)
organised an East Timor Solidarity week in San+tarém, Portugal.
The program included a documental exhibition, testimony from a
Timorese refugee, and a discussion in which candidates

for the European Parliament and representatives of the Maubere

- people took part.

Di&rio:de Notfeias, 25 May 1989

o et e e e e et e - .

(1) At the end of April, 26 repatriated Timorese arrived in
Lisbon on a Swissair flight via Zurich. The 26 repatriated people
- arriving to a country they had never known - are 17 members of
ne family and 9 belonging to another family. L :

The majority are afraid to talk and avoid identifying themselves

-and making any statements.

0 Jornal, 28 April 1989
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- (2) Various officials of the former Portuguese administration

in East Timor and their relatives (2 total of 100 people) were
repatriated during May under ICREC auspices.

Jornal de Notfcias, 26 May 1989

Presentation of book on Timor

At the end of Vay, reporter‘Jill Jolliffe's book .Timor, Terra

. S8angrentz (Timor - Bloody Land) was presented in Lisbon,

According to the correspondent in Lisbon for Australian, British
and Canadian newspapers "Indonesia's action in East Timor can

be considered one of the greatest genocides of the 20th century"
and "to ignore this crime is to make a mockery of human society".

Ten years ago, Jill Jolliffe published in Australia a book en-
titled East Timor: Nationalism and Colonialism. In her new
book, after a brief introduction, she gives an extensive jour-
nalistic account from 1974 to the present, including testimonies

. from former guerrillas and significant photographic documentation.

0 Jornal, 25 May 1989

Dlérlo de Notfcias, 27 May 1989

3. INDONESTA

No news covering this period was received.

L4, INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

a.

On 9 May in New York, UN Secretary'General Mr. Pérez de Cuellar
met with the Portuguese and Indonesian ambassadors, Fernando
Reino and Nana Sutresnc, to discuss matters related to East Timor.

.UN spokesperson, Nadia Youn&s, stated that the talks revolved

around the preparations for a visit to the Indonesian-occupied .

- territory by Portuguese parliamentarians. She also sald that

" Mr. Pérez de Cuellar believed "such a visit .could enable the

creation of a constructive atmosphere in which a global and
internationally acceptable solution might be found“ on the
question of East Timor.

It is worth pointing out that the Porituguese are demanding that
no visas or special permits be required for the visit since
Portugal does not recognise the territory's annexation.

,.The Portuguese Prime Plnlster, Mr Cavaco Sllva,‘stated that

the process started at the UN is underway and is "complex and
difficult®.

ET 200/89 o o

Difrio de Notlcias, 10 and 12 May 1989

Difrio de Lisboa, 10 May 1989
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* . ‘'Pres. Suharte.awarded UN prize

. e . aA W e e W A S M M e T ey e —

The UN has awarded President Suharto of Indonesia the UN Fund
for Population Activities} Prize. This prize 1is awarded annualliy
to people or institutions” that have given relevant services in
activities linked to family planning or other population prob-

President Suharto was joint winner this year for his support,
given over 20 years, to the Indonesian family planning program,
which has led to a decline in "birth, fertility and infant
mortality rates”. ‘

The attribution of this prize cau<ed & wave of protest. Nineteen
Womens' Associations, meeting in Agape, Italy, for an international
seminar on- "Women immigrants and the right to health", heard the
testimonies of Timorese women, refusgees in Portugal, and they

: wrote to Mr. Pérez de Cuellar protesting about the "scandalous”

i award of the prize and asking "those responsible not to go ahead

: with it". They referred to the fact that the UN "rejected and
condemned Indonesia's occupation of East Timor". They did not
question President Suharto's program in Indonesia, but did recall
"Indonesia's policy of genocide in the territory of East Timor".

Similarly, +the Family Planning Association in Portugal publicly
disapproved of the decision to award Indonesia’s President the .
prize. It recalled the repeated condemnations of Indonesia at
various international fora, namely the UN Decolonisation Commission,
the UN Human Rights Commission, and Sub-Commission, and the Furo-
pean Parliament for its human rights violations and practice of
genocide committed against the people cof East Timor.

‘0 Jornal, 25 May 1989
Diario de Notfcias, 25 and 28 May 1989
Furopeu, 28 May 198%

e e ey B T W e A S e e

Dutch Socialist Euro MP, Ien Van Den Heuvel, tabled & draft
émergency resélution at the European Pariiament in Strasbourg.
The ¥P considered to resoclution to be "additional pressure on

: the Commission and Council of Ministers to do something further"
! about the situation in East Timor. She explained that the in-
itiative had its origin in "a very courageous statement made by
the Bishop of Dili, Vnsgr. Ximenes Eelo, according to which the
situation in the territory was very grave."

W#ith the exception of the Conservatives, all parliamentary groups
supported the resolution. The text of the resolution passed was
v as follows: : .

L Ay FE TN SOPIIO I -

'The European Parliament

- bearing in mind the 10 July 1986 and 15 September 1988
Resolutions on the situation in East Timor,

- aware of the dramatic appeal made by Bishop. Carlos
Filipe Ximenes Belo, Apostolic Administrator of East
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Rimor to the UN Secretary General, Mr. P8rez de Cuellar,
.in which he states "not only are we dying as a people
but also as a nhation",

" - 'cohéidering fﬁat the Indonesign Government has stated it
is not prepared %o consult tH%® East Timorese people on
their own future,

1,

2

Reaffirms its view that to choose their own futuré
is a fundamental right of all peoples,

Once again requests member states' Foreign Ministers
to take diplomatic measures with a view to obtaining
self-determination for the people of East Timor,

Ufges the Commission to mzke available all pbssible

~aid to the refugee camps in East Timor, as well as

in Portugal and to report back on its actions to the
Parliament, .

Calls upon its President to transmit the above
Reésolution -to the Council, the Commission, the UN
Secretary General, the Indonesian Government, and
to the Assembly of the Non-Aligned Countries.

Difrio de Notfeciag, 25 and 26 May 1989

Semanfirio, 27 May.l989
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