Contrary tc Mr K. Rivett’s assertion in
the January newsletter, the Australian
Section has not ‘“pronounced’ on the
question of Indonesian sovereignty in
East Timor, We have responded to the
Australian Foreign Minister’s statement
( that “it is now time for the international
0f %umty to put the Timor questlon
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ters to the Edltor

b "behind it”, and that there should be

no more United Nations resolutions on
the topic.

We claim that the issue of human rights
violations in East Timor continues to
be of concern, and should rightly be the
subject of United Nations attention,
regardless of the sovereignty issue.

Human rights matters cannot always be
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separated from other issues thatcome
before the various United Nations
committees and the General Assembly,
and we should not lose opportunities
to keep up the pressure.

Roger Gurr,
National President,
Amnesty International Australia .,
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Sinclair affirms role
of Indonesia in Timor

THE Ministe:

Indonesia.

Mr Sinclair, who was vis-

iting the country for the first

time in his official capacity
said his tours of East ‘timor
and Irian Jaya (the In-
donesian territory bordering
on Papua New Guinea) were
“particularly important parts
of our stay.”

Mr Sinclair said that des-
pite continuing rumours of
famine in East -Timor, he be-
lieved the situation was being
*“adequately managed” despite
a pronounced drought in the
territory.

“If there is an indictment of
the situation in East Timor, it
is the product of 400 yecars of
neglect,” he said. |

“Fhe Governor is confident
that-;East Timor will be able
to produce enough food for its
own people and indeed sees
-the province as an exporter of

e

for Defence,
statement in support of the In donesian Administration in East
Timor, following his return on Sunday from an official tour of

"By DEBCRAH SNOW

Mr Sinclair,

food to other parts of In-
donesia in a few years.”

Mr Sinclair said his party
had also visited Atauro Island
and found tHat descriptions of
it as a concentration camp
were “not accurate.”

“Included in the party was
a female secretary on my
staff who at no stage felt
threatened in any way or at
all  apprehensive on the
island.”

There was no forced con-
finement, he said “although
the circumstances of living
were certainly not good.”

The Minister said his tour
of Irian Jaya had revealed no
“signs of aggressive intent” to-
wards Papua New Guinea.

“We were assured that as a
result of the visit by the PNG

. Foreign Minister a few" viiks

ago, there is now a .better
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has

issued a strong

understanding bctwéén‘ the
Government of PNG and that
of Indonesia.” ‘

He said discussionsy would
be held with the Government
of PNG to confirm this was
the case.

The Minister was also at
pains to smooth over the rift

reporting of Indonesia has;

opened up.

Mr Sinclair said many in
Australia had “an inadequate
understanding of the magni-
tude of the tasks of nation-
building confronted by the In-
donesian Government in re-
spect of the diversity of the
country and its people, and
the poor inheritance from the
colonial regime of only a
generation ago,”
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East Timor: the strange

case of Jill Jolliffe

THE RECENT VISIT of two Australian editors to East
Timor has helped to explode the mythspread throughout
the Australian media, that the Marxist-oriented guerilla
movement, Fretilin, which seized power in a bloody civil
war in 1875, has any real significance in the province. But
their visit has not silenced Fretilin's supporters in aid

agencies or the media.

The supporters of Fretilin
come from two sources: the
traditional left — including the
Communist Party, various
extreme left Trotskyite
groups, and the pro-
communist left in the ALP —
and some church and
development agencies.
important role in
grojecting support for Fretilin
in Australia, and correspond-
ingly, of criticising Australian
Government and Indonesian
actions in relation to the
province, has been played by
Jilt Joliiffe.

Background

Now living in Portugal, Jill
Jolliffe has an interesting
background of political
activity in Australia.

In the 1960s, Jolliffe was
active in the agitation and
demonstrations against
Australian Government
support for the anti-
communist Government of
South Vietnam, being
arrested and fined, on one
occasion, after a protest
demonstration outside the

—Orime Minister’s residence in
—anberra.

In February 1972, Jolliffe
wrote for the Marxist
publication, Socialist Review,
about. the youth wing of the
Communist Party (Marxist-
Leninist).

(Socialist Review was the
journal of the Trotskyite
Socialist Workers Party).

In April 1975, she first
became -involved.-in - East
Timor, when she represented
the Communist-controlled
~ Austratian Union of Students
.ona detsgatcon to East Timor.

_That delegation: aiso
‘included representatives of
the Amaigamated :Metal
‘Workers and Shipwrights
."Union and Mark Aarons.

She returned to East Timor.

_after Fretilin seized power in
1-_‘ August-September 1975 and
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Jitt Joliiffe

with the virtual absence of
journalists from the province,
sent glowingly sympeathetic
reports to the Australian press
from Dili, the capital of East
Timor, which were published
by the metropolitan dailies.

Jollitfe was evacuated from
Dili in December 1975, shortly
before the Indonesian
Government formally occu-
pied East Timor.

Agitation

Throughout 1976 and 1977,
she was active in the pro-
Fretilin agitation within
Australia, against the
Indonesian Government's
occupation of East Timor, and
Australia's acquiescence in
that action.

- Atthe time, she also wiote a
book East Timor, Nationalism
and Colonijalism, which not
surprisingly, was highly
sympathetic to Fretilin.

in early 1978, Miss Jolliffe
left Australia- to
_Portugal.

hve in

From there, she has

.continued to write for many

newspapers,
Canberra Times,

including - the
‘the - -Mel-

: bourne Age, the Melbourne

Herald, and the British
newspaper, the Guardian,
with reports sympathetic to
Fretilin, from the emigre
Timorese community in
Portugal.

Within days of reportsinthe
Australian press on the visit to
East Timor by the two
Australian editors, P.P.
McGuinness of the Australian
Financial Review and Dan
O'Sullivan, of West Australian
Newspapers, Miss Jolliffe had
filed a contradictory report —
published in the Melbourne
Age — based on information
supplied to her by supporters
of Fretilin in Lisbon.

This report said that there
was growing resistance in
Fast Timor to Indonesia's
occupation of the province.

Since the journalists’
extensive visit to East Timor,
Dr Peter McCawley cof the
Australian National Univer-
sity, has analysed Indonesian
Government reporis on East
Timor, brought back to
Australia by the journalists.

He said, "The picture of
conditions in East Timor
which emerges from these
reports is consistent both with
the Australian journalists'
impressions and with the
indonesian Government's
approach to development
problems eisewhere in
indonesia.

"Conditions in the province
are gescribed as very bad after
the collapse of effective
Portuguese rule in 1974, and
the situation deteriorated
further during the political
and military strife that
followed.

"More recently, living
conditions appear to have
steadily improved as
indonesian control over the

‘territory was strengthened.

"Economic growth in East
Timoris beginning fromavery
low level — the Portuguese
neglected the colony for
centuries,-and no one eise in
the West was interested in the
plight of the Timorese people
until iIndonesia took over.

“The task of developing
East Timor will be a long and

difficult one,  and- doubtiess-
imany’mastakes will be: made

.-,;'-n-m“n:'ﬂa R

along the way.

"But the prospects for the
immediate future are
encouraging. -

"The indonesian Govern-
‘ment’s heavy-handed annexa-
tion of East Timor in 1975
‘rightly attracted considerable
criticism - in-.international
circles. . ...

"Byt future’ .debate ‘about
{ndonesia’s role on the island
should acknowledge'that.,for
the first time in hundreds of
years, there isa government in
‘East Timor-which is taking the
‘task .of . economnc develop-

ment aenously
- A rrt.v.i 7’1""
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East Timo

and the press

SIR, Your report on New
Facts About East Timor,
coupled with your editorial
(Financial Review, January 25)
need to be put into some sort
of perspective.

_.While some of the informa-
tion provided adds to our
understanding of ‘what has
happened in East Timor since
1975, the articles are based or.
an inaccurate and misleading
assumption. The intent
throughout is to contrast
“alarmist reports” with “eye-
witness accounts from two ex-

»

is on holiday

perienced journalists” as the
article by Dr Peter McCawley
puts it, or “the observations of
two experienced Australian
journalists” with “unsourced
and tendentious reports " as
your leader writer puts it.

It is particularly misleading
when one of the people in
question is your leader writer,
himself. )

The implication is that In-
donesia has been given a
clean bill of health after care-
ful scrutiny and consideration
by  Australian journalists.
Nothing could be further from
the truth. Australian journal-
ists have not been given the
opportunity.

For several years now the
Indonesian Government has
consistently refused to allow
working Australian journalists
access to any part of In-
donesia, let alone contentious
areas such as Irian Jaya or
East Timor. Capable and ex-
perienced journalists well-ver-
sed in the nuances of In-
donesian politics and society
have been forced to leave the
country when the Government
refused to extend their visas.
Other . working  journalists
have been refused entry to the
country completely.

Of course, visas are not the
major problem faced by
Australian  journalists. Some
working in East Timor at the
time of what Dr McCawley
delicately describes as “the
heavy handed annexation of
the province” were murdered
by the Indonesian army to pre-
vent them from revealing the
army’s role in destabilishing
the then independent East
Timor.

The crime of Australian
journalists has not been, as
the Indonesian Government
has claimed, because of some
bitter campaign against the
country by Australian repor-
ters. It has been that they
have honestly reported what
they  believed to be the truth,
often to the discomfort of
senior Indonesian Government
officials.

There have been few ex-
ceptions to the fiat of the In-
donesian Government -— cer-
tainly none that allow anyone
to .§peak with the confidence
of vour leader writeqﬁm
Dr McCawley, of

improvement in living - condi-

tions.

Indeed, probably the last§-

independent report from East
Timor was by the Pulitzer
p r i z e-winning South-East
Asian correspondent of “the
Philadelphia Inquirer, Rod
Nordland. His report from
Dili, published last May,
included a survey of 22 Tim-
orese children. According to
World Health Organisation.
standards, 18 of -them were
suffering from malnutrition
and were dying of starvation.

The “experienced Austra-
lian journalists” whom you so
confidently quote are former
journalists now holding senior
management posts. They were
taken around East Timor as
guests of the Indonesian
Government. Neither of them,
to the best of my knowledge,
has -any recent history of
researching or reporting on
Indonesia,

No doubt many of the re-
ports coming out of East
Timor are alarmist and wildly
exaggerated, but they are not
redressed by a bland portrayal |
of official figures. They can
only be redressed by the In-
donesian Government opening

up the country to journalists
with a deep knowledge of the
area, able to bring their know-
ledge to bear in a critical and
sympathetic fashion.
Christopher Warren,
NSW branch President,
Australian Journalists’ Asso-
) ciation.
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Letters

E Timor
article
ignored
real issue

SIR, Your leading article

{Financial Review, January
25) dealt with Indonesia’s an-
nexation of East Timor and
acknowledges that “. . . In-
donesia’s treatment of its own
citizens, and the manner in
which it incorporated Irian
Jaya and East Timor, are
worthy of strong con-
demnation.”
" The articie then went on to
totally ignore the real issue in
East Timor today — that of
the denial of self-determina-
tion.

Claims and lengthy dis-
sertations on adequate food
supplies and the absence of
famine in East Timor do not

justify the loss of basic
human rights.

Black people in  South
Africa are better fed than

manv oeople in neirhbouring

countries, vet this does not
justifv auarthetd
Reference ta the Inquiry

into East }Tlmnr by the Senate
Standing Committee on

(]

i
~ o

Foreign Affairs and Defence
was also a red herring.

1 am a member
committee and it is not true
that a reading of the available
transcript of cvidence shows

of that

“ . . little but
rumotirs’.

When you refer to “. . . un-
sourced and tendentious re-
ports about East Timor which

ked

repetitious

are uncheckable . . .”, you
cast doubts on my colleagues
and myself.

We received a total of 219
submissions from  Australia

,J;A.Ag""‘:'€'.ﬂx.!l - &

come an Indonesian colony,
will be the day I consider that
justice has been done. 1, too,
look for truth and net preju-
dice in my dealings with the
East Timor issue.
GORDON McINTOSH,
Senator,
Western Aus.ralia.

Speculation

unfounded

SIR,
today

Your
about an

speculation
expected

Patrick Cook

is on holiday

and overseas. Much of the
evidence given to us was in
camera and will only be re-
vealed via our findings in our
report.

I must also comment on the
recent visit to East Timor by
P. P. McGuinness and D.
O’Sullivan. They were in that
country for three days and
were accompanied by an In-

donesian interpreter who
writes for a military news-
paper. He does not speak

Tetum or Portuguese, the lan-
guages of the East Timoresc
people.

Visual observations are use-
ful but do not supply ade-
quate information for authcr-
iative statements.

The day the East Timorese
people are given
choice, taken from them in
1975 by the Indonesian ag-
gressors, to determine whether
they govern themselves or be-

the frec.

“winding down in (Bradmill’s)
operationg, including its
Stubbies and Blues Union Di-
visions,” is extremely dam-
aging and disruptive to the
Bradmiil Group and those two
major subsidiaries.

The reorganisation in
Bradmill announced today
solely concerns the Group's
Head  Office management
structure,

Stubbies and Blues Union,
two of the four large garment-
manufacturing subsidiaries in
thc group, are both success-
ful, prof:table companies and
any thought of winding down
their operations would be in-
sane.

However, your report is
commercially damaging to
them and has caused dismay
amcng  employees, suppliers
and customers.

1 ask you to mitigate the
damage by making it con-
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FE I RN N b LR AL SR SRS L] P

R AYY RS ca i e h R B RS A ST

AR BRIy S TS M T S W

spicuously clear to your read-
ers that there is no threat to
Stubbies and Blues Union. It
is absolutely business as usual
for these two industry leaders.

The reorganisation I have
announced resulted from a re-
view of Bradmill’s Head Of-
fice structure, and the appro-
priateness of the existing
structure for today’s and to-
morrow’s conditions in our in-
dustry.

The result will be a more
atreamlined structure in-
volving  decentralisation of
some management responsi-
bilities to the subsidiaries, in-
cluding Stubbies and Blues
Union.

Executive Chairman,
executive chairman
Bradmill Industries Ltd.

Indonesian
secrecy

SIR, I have read with some
interest your editorial os' East
Timor (January 25) and the
Peter McCawley article in ‘the
same issue.

If what you both say about
that issue is correct, how is it
that members of the Senate
Foreign Affairs and Defence
Committee as individuals, nor
the committee as such, have
been declined entry into East
Timor by the Indonesian
authorities?

More’s the pity that evi-
gience given to the committee
in camera by frightened Tim-
orese nationals <cannot be.

- made public.

C. G. PRIMMER,

Senator for Victoria,

Member of Senate Standing
Committee on Foreign Affairs
and Defence.
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to Indonesia

Need for ties

recognised:
Sinclair

Australia and Indonesia re-
cognised the importance of
developing a closer rela-
tionship in the face of a shared
strategic threat from the
north, the Mimster for De-
fence. Mr Sinclair, said last
night.

Talking in Canberra about his
recent visit to Indonesia, when he
became.the first Australian Min-
ister to tour troubled East Timor,
Mr Sinclair said his party was
treated as ‘‘friends and

neighbours with common in-’

terests™.

There was general acceptance
that any threat to Indonesia and
Australia “was likely to come
from the north and that our two
countries thus shared strategic
interests”.

He said relations between Aus-
tralia and Indonesia since 1945
“havesmot always been smooth
and have passed through periods
of active support, indifference,
confrontation, relative influence,
mistrust and mutual toleration”.

Major “public factors” in this
relationship were the *‘un-
fortunate”deaths of five Aus-
tralian journalists in Balibo in
1974 and continuing disputes
over media coverage of Indo-
nesian policies in Australia.

But during his recent visit, he

and senior members of his official -

party, including the Secretary of
the Department of Defence, Mr
Biil Pritchett, and the Chief of
~ Defence Fprce Staff, Air Chief
- Marshal Sir Neville McNamara,
.were impressed that of the im-
“Wikance of developing closer re-
1at¥hships based on personal con-
tact and co-operation is recog-

;‘1‘7

nised as much by Indonesia as it
is by my government”.

However, “it will not be an
easy relationship to maintain and
develop.

“There is still a residue of
suspicion in some quarters — on
both sides.

“Much of it derives from ig-
norance and intolerance™.

Regardless of this, Indonesia,
with 155 million people, possible
200 million by the year 2000, “is’
bound to us by geography and
that will not change™.

He predicted Indonesia would
emerge as an industrial power “to
be reckoned with in South-East
Asia”.

“Certainly the potential is
there and, in the defence field, I
am sure the will is there to in-
crease the present level of prac-
tical co-operation,” he said. “We
must look for projects and
activities which will increase our
understanding of each other and |
enhance the ability of our two
defence forces to work together™.

On Indonesia’s intervention in
East Timor, he said, “Whatever
the rights and wrongs of that
intervention, it is now a fact of
life that East Timor is fuily inte-
grated into Indonesia”.

He said he was assured that the
formerly tense situation on the
border with Papua New Guinea
was “presently quiet”.

The Indonesian authorities
seemed to be watching security
on the border and “waiting to see
whether the Somare Government
in PNG will effectively, from the
Indonesian point of view, admin-
ister their side of the border”.

He proposes checking his im-
pressions from the visit when he
visits PNG in a fortnight.

< LA
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Timorese
our help

SIR, The recent visit to
East Timor of two prominent
Australian journalists as well
as the Minister for Defence,
Mr Sinclair, are welcome in-
dications of a new, albeit se-
lective, Indonesian approach
to the vexed question of East
Timor.

Much of the carlier rancour
could have been avoided if
independent fact-finding mis-
sions had been permitted to
visit the province, thus avoid-
ing the nccessity for Austra-
lian aid agencies to rely on
church  and other  local
sources, usually unnamed for
fear of reprisals,

The Electoral Act!
requires publication of
the names and full
addresses of the writers
of letters on the election.l

However  until qualified
international agencics such as
UNICEF are allowed to con-
duct in-depth assessments, it
is likely that there will con-
tinue to be conflicting reports
on the current state of play.

Your editorial on January
25 adverted to the role of Mr
J. D. Traill QC who was com-
missioned by ACFOA in 1977
to inquire into the situaticn in
East Timor.

The report, finally sub-

mitted two years after the
deadline, seemed more intent
on justifying the Indonesian
takeover and criticising those
Australian agencies and indi-
viduals who had expressed
concern  than in  ascertaining
the then current position in
East Timor.

The report overlooked
many recent  developments
and  rejected many insights
from  church and other
sources by applying a legal
standard  of proof to their
authorship.

Whilst it contained a num-
ber of positive and construc-
tive proposals regarding refu-
gze reunion, the report did
little to identify “the needs of
all people in all parts of East
Timor” or to propose ‘“aid
programs to the people of
East Timor” as required by
the terms of reference.

Australia’s  principal  con-
cern should not be with as-
sessing the bona fides of pre-
dictions of famine. but rather
with meeting the basic needs of
the East Timorese as identified
by them.

Mr Sinclair and others have
confirmed that Australia is
not the only place suffering
dreught  conditions.  Many
Australian  overseas  agencies
arc willing to consider the
rrovision of a wide range of
emergency  and  development
assistance programs to FEast
Timor.

It is to be hoped that des-
pite the tragedies of the past
and hitherto  persistent In-
donesian  determination  to
chield events and conditions
from the outside world, the
stage has now been reached
where the basic needs of the
people ,of Fast Timor will
once again be paramount.

R. K. R. ALSTON,
Chairman of
The Australian
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CANBERRA OBSERVED:

News Weekly vindicated
on East Timor

CANBERRA: The visit to East Timor by Australia’s
Defence Minister, lan Sinclair, has concluded with the
- Federal Government moving firmly towards support
for the development program which Indonesia has
commenced in the former Portuguese colony.

While the issue will
continue to attract some
attention — itiscurrently the
subject of inquiry by the
Senate Standing Committee
on Foreign Affairs and
Defence — the enormous
weight of evidence which
.as come forward over the
past 12 months has totally
vindicated the stand taken
by News Weekly on the
issue:

The most recent contro-
versy on the subjectbeganin
January 1982.

"Church circles”

At that time, ancnymous
"church circles” in Australia
floated a series of stories in
the daily newspapers,
particularly the Sydney
Morning Herald and the
Melbourne Agae, to the effect
that East Timor was facing
an unprecedented famine,
"and that the Indonesian
Government was callously
allowing people to die,
particularly in areas

§ controlled by the Marxist

uerila movement, Fretilin,
.or occupned by its support-
‘ers.

(These stories followed
earlier reports fromthesame
- source that up to 300,000 of
East Timor's 700,000 people
had been killed in the course
of the Indonesian occupa-
tion, between 1975' and
1977.)

The report — based on
letters sent by the Apostolic
Administrator in Dili
" (frequently described as the
."Bishop”) to an Australian
"Bishop — had been de-
authorised by the Vatican
itself, which had written to
the Australian Bishops,
advising them, in diplomatic
language, not
credence in the Apostolic
Administrator's views.

But anti-lndonesian and
left-wing groups in Australia
seized on the report, and

-to- put

fan Sinclair

made political capltal out of
them.

The reports were immedi-
ately challienged by Mr B.A.
Santamaria on Point of View,
News Weskly, and the
Foreign Editor of the Sydney
Morning Herald, Peter
Hastings, who warned at the
time that the report was
unverified, and should
therefore be treated with
caution.

Warning

Mr Santamaria publicly
cited the -Vatican's warning,
and pointed out that the
report was totally at odds
with reports on the situation
from the two relief agencies
operating there, the Red
Cross and the American
Catholic Relief Services.

He pointed out that the
practical result of the
allegations could be to
jeopardise internationai
relief efforts, including
Australian food aid, which
Indonesia might refuse to
accept, as it would tend to
corroborate the inaccurate
and mischievous report.

This in fact happened.

Had the church sources
heeded the warnings given,

they could have got off the
hook. :

Instead, the campaign of
vilification of indonesia was
stepped up and a number of
development aid agencies,
including the Australian
Council for Overseas Aid,
entered the fray.

News Weekly was attack-
ed.-for publishing - "pro-
Indonesian propaganda” —
as were Mr Whitlam and Mr
Hastings (who visited East
Timor together last year),
Professor Heinz Arndt and a
prominent Sydney QC, Mr
John Tralill, who bhad
conducted an inquiry into
the East Timor issue, on
behalf of the Australiar

"Council for Overseas Aid,

which arrived at conclusions

-which ACFOA found

unpalatable.

Apology

(The Australian Bishops
had to apologise for one
defamatory report, circula-
ted by the Catholic
Commission for Justice and
Peace.)

Since then, further reports
from the relief agencies
operating in East Timor have
emphasised the extent to:
which the Indonesian
Government has gone to
avert food shortages, and.to
‘commence development of
the province.

The visit to East Timor by

" Mr Hastings and Mr Whitlam

was followed last December
by two prominent journal-
ists, P.P. McGuinness of the
Australian Financial Review
and Dan O’Suilivan, of West
Australian Newspapers.

Their conclusions were '

even more detailed than
those of earlier Australian
visitors, and completely
repudiated the allegations
by church and develiopment
agencies in Australia. .

Mr McGuinness wrote in
the Financial Review on

~January 25, "Virtually every

independent observer who.
has the opportunity to see
conditions in East Timor first
hand, despite the inevitable
limitations, has told the

*BY OBSERVER" §

A personal opinion

same story: that conditions
in East Timor are improving,
there certainly are not
famine conditions and the
Indonesian Government is
carrying out a genuine
development program to the
advantage of the Timorese . .

“Nevertheless, many
people in Australia prefer to
rely on unsourced and
tendentious reports which
are uncheckable and which .
are intented to convey an
unrelievedly black picture of
conditions.

”...'Church sources’ are
quoted as if they were
reliable when they have
again and again been shown
to be little but repetitious
rumours . . . )

"The greater_ part of
Australian public discus-

Mr Whitlam

sions onEast Timorinrecent
years has been.coloured by
extreme prejudice and bias,
iwhich have contributed to
poisoning relations between
Austraiia and indonesia”, he
said.

These conclusions were
subsequently confirmed by
a leading Australian
demographer, Dr. Peter
McCauley, who analysed
official information on East
Timor's development.

Mr Sinclair's visit to East.
Timor ~ following shortly
after Defence Supply
Minister lan Viner's visit to
the ASEAN countries —
indicates that the Australian
Government will no longer
sit on the fence while these
base and misleading
allegations are circulated.

In the light of alt that has
happened, any repatition of
them now would be evident
bad faith.

-- CHART Digital
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GENEVA, Tues. — The UN
Human Rights Commission yester-
day took up for the first time
charges of human rights violations
in East Timor, the former Por-
tuguese colony invaded by
Indonesia in 1975.

A delegate from the Roman Catholic
Church peace body Pax Christi, which has
consultative status with the commission,
denounced ‘‘the treatment inflicted on the
Timorese.”

The delegate, Adrien Claude Zoeller, said .

the invasion and subsequent moving of the
Timorese to areas of high population had
disrupted agricultural production.

This plus natural catastrophes had caused
famine in 1978 and 1979, which was likely to
recur now, according to reports from Dili,
the capital, Mr Zoeller said.

A resumption of hostilities in East Timor

'N group tol

~7
of

“imor violations

and “many new massacres” had increased
the possibility of famine, he added.

Portuguese Ambassador Fernando Reino
charged that prohibiting the people of East
Timor from having self-determination — an
allusion to the Indonesian takeover —
constituted a violation of basic human rights.

Stressing that Portugal had no territorial
claims on East Timor, which was a
Portuguese colony for 450 years until
annexed by Indonesia in 1976, Mr Reino
called for de-colonisation to be carried out
there in conformance with international law.

He also deplored that most of the
international community gave too little
attention to the seriousness of the people’s
situation there.

On March 11, a resolution is to be
presented to the commission demanding that
its representatives and those of humanitarian
organisations be allowed into East Timor to
study the situation.
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UN attaci(s
Indonesia
over Timor

GENEVA: The United
Nations Human Rights Com-
mission yesterday took up, for
the first time, charges of
human rights violations in
East Timor, the former Por-
tuguese .colony invaded by
Indonesia in 1975.

A delegate from the Catholic
Church peace . pody, Pax
Christi, which .has consul-
tative status with the Com-
mission, denounced the treat-
ment of the Timorese.

The Portuguese ambassador,
Mr Fernando Reino, charged
that prohibiting the people of
East Timor from having self-
determination constituted a
violation of human rights.

Stressing Portugal had no
territorial claims on East
Timor — which was a Portu-
guese colony for 450 years —
Mr Reino called for decolon-
isation in confat o ance with

international law: s
Agence France Presse
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FOREIGN RELATIONS

On the mend slow Y
The Australian defence minister’s visit marks a hngh
point of the gradual thaw in relations with Jakarta s

By Susumu Awanohara

Jakarta: Australian Defence Minister Ian
Sinclair’s tour of Indonesia in January re-
sembled any other routine and neigh-
bourly. visit by a foreign dignitary, but
goodwill visits by top officials of the two-
countries have been few and far between
in recent years. Although no dramatic
agreement was reached, Sinclair’s one-
week visit marked an upswing in bilateral
ties which had been strained by Jakarta’s
absorption of East Timor in 1976 and per-
sistent public disapproval of this move in
Australia.

Indonesian pohcymakers were. happy
with Sinclair’s tour, which included
stopovers in East Timor and Irian Jaya,
but warned against complacency. Sinclair
had wanted to make a visit earlier but it
was officially explained that he and his In-
donesian counterpart, Gen. Mohammad
Jusuf, could not find a mutually conve-
nient time. Privately the Indonesians
admit that they did not bend over back-
wards to receive Sinclair.

But when the trip materialised in Jate
January, Sinclair was given a royal wel-
come. During his stay in Jakarta, he ag-
reed with Jusuf to continue existing joint
projects and start some new ones which
would cost Canberra about USS10 million
this venar.

A core project has bun maritime pat-
rols, involving the provision of 18 Nomad
reconnaissance aircraft, patrol boats and
advisers. Australia has agreed to provide
two additional patrol boats and to estab-
lish 4 nationwide maintenance system for
the Nomads. A survey and mapping pro-
ject and various training programmes will
continue. Sinclair is believed to huve dis-
cussed possible cooperation in the defence
industry.
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- Judging by the lavish airp(grt reception

put on for Sinclair and the access he had in
Indonesia — besides President Suharto,
Sinclair met seven ministers in two days in
Jakarta as well as army and navy area
commanders outside the capital— the In-
donesians seemed more than usually hos-
pitable. The long private discussion which
Sinclair had, with Lieut-Gen. Benny Mur-
dani, the No, 2 man at the State Intelli-
gence Board, and head of the.team over-
seeing development of East. Timor, was
seen by. some. as symbolising improved.
bilateral relations.

There were indications about a year ago
that Murdani was among the Indonesjan
military leaders who were most incensed
by Australian press reports warning of
famine in East Timor. There is a widely
held view in Jukarta that government-to-
government relations have been good all
along and that only the Australian press,
church groups and some politicians, with
their own axes to grind, have continued to
stress the East Timor issue.

This view was challenged by some In-
donesians who became increasingly impa-
tient with supposed triends among Can-
berra officials. These officials stressed
only that theirs was a free press which the
government could not control and they
did not take the trouble to balance what
the Indonesians saw as distorted and mali-
cious information about East Timor and
Indonesia published in the Australian
press.

akarta later found a worthy friend in the
former Australian Labor prime minis-
ter, Gough Whitlam, who visited Eust
Timor in carly 1982 and strongly con-

demned the rumours of an impending

| famine (REVIEW, Mar. 19, '82). Late last

year, Whitlam went to the United Nations
General Assembly tosupport Indonesiain
the annual East Timor debate, Canberra
has also been supporting Jakarta at the
UN, albeit more quietly than Whitlam.

Another breakthrough came last De-
cember when the Australian Department
of Foreign Affairs and Indonesia’s Centre
for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS) jointly sponsored a conference on
international and bilateral issues. Consi-
dered a quasi-official think-tank, CSIS has
co-sponsored such conferences regularly
with many countries.

Not only was the December conference
the first involving Australia, but the Can-
berra government was directly involved in
its organisation, with Australian officials
participating. This implied that Canberra
would make greater efforts to.explain In-
donesia to the Australian public. One con-
clusion of the conference was that com-
mon interests far outweighed differences.
Australian newspaper editors who partici-
pated were invited to visit East Timor, and
agreed with most of the earlier reports
that conditions there were improving and
that there was no famine.

Both Indonesiun and  Australian
analysts place Sinclair’s visit in the context
of improving relations. After Whitlam’s
solo performance and the December con-
ference, Sinclair retterated Canberra’s
position that East Timor was “within the
sovercign respoisibilitv of Indonesia™ and
that “the border incidents that have occur-
red {between Indonesia and Papua New
Guins;x] should not be distorted™ or

saggerated. The Indonesian army was
accused of making repeated border incur-
sions into Papu v New Guinea last year
(Rovicw, Sept. 17, °82).

While \uhommg the thaw, analysts on
both sides warned against euphoria. An
Indoncsian analyst rejected the view held
by some Australians that Jakarta was sud-
denly worming iwself into Canberra’s
favour because of anxiety over coming
economic difficultics. The sense of
superiority that many Australians fecl vis-
a-vis Indonesia will not disappear over-
night and the danger that “the Australians
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out fears of a hostile and aggressive In-
donesia. Officially the Australians would

The- Australians cannot entirel
like to see a strong Indonesia because a

would take us for granted again™ persists,
“[hostile] approach to Australia from the
north necessarily would need-to embrace
Indonesia,” as Sinclair put it. Suharto re-

some Indonesians say.

ged

ediate worry is a change of-

st inclinations — however low the
‘govéinment in-Australia. There will be an

.ist Muslims, or by a leader with ad-
ility — must surely be included in
n not later than November, and the

ectrum- of contingencies envisa

Canberra.

o

Labor Party, whose platform still includes

AQ]ore imm

portedly reassured him that Jakarta had-
increased its security preparedness. But a
takeover of Indonesia by communists or-
opposition to- Indonesia’s integration of
East Timor, has a-chance of winning. If
Labor takes power and derecognises the
integration, bilaterak relations would be
damaged for a whole generation, both In-

ext
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pro
the
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o
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in
lair’s visit can be seenasa

donesian and Australian observers

Jakarta say.
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vent any such d

Australians so that even a Labor victory in

Canberra will not sour bitateral ties.
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MIXIYG IT IN THE INTEXNATIONAL ARENA

Co-operative relations
with neighbours ‘vital’

He rejected suggestions occasionally made
at the time that he had adopted a pro-
Indonesia position. -

THE AMBASSADORS
* By John Bryant -

N

N

AN

S

SN

- / , , . Victoria, and Canberra, Mr Richard
* . {Dick) Woolcott used to play repre-

. sentative  football in the ‘Australian
Rules’ code; for many ycars now he has
played Australia’s game in a much

///%%/ . ’ i _ IN FORMER days, as a young man in

“My views have always been determined
by how I see Australian interests. 'm an
Australian first, sccond and third.”

t to be regarded as a European outpost in Asia

Mr Woolcott: We don't wan
— we need to be the odd man in, not the odd man out,

tougher league, as a senior Australian
diplomat.

At the moment he is mixing it in the
international arena with the representatives of
156 other countries, as Australia’s recently
appointed Ambassador to the United Nations.

In the past he has not been free of con-
troversy, as when in 1976 confidential cables
sent by him to the Government when he was
Ambassador to Indonesia were leaked to the
Press.

The cables related to Indonesia’s military
takeover of East Timor in 1975 and suggested
that this incorporation be accepted as in-
evitable, that the dust be allowed to settle and
the future looked to.

Mr Woolcott said in Canberra this week
that he stood by his assessment of that time,
although he deplored the leaking of confiden-
tial communications and the selective nature
of what was published.

The ambassador maintained that he had
always sought to give the government of the

(@3y] the b3t ww;advicc he could i
the context of stralia’s interests.

The present Government had taken the
view since January 1978 that East Timor was
part of Indonesia, he said. This view was
accepted by all Australia’s regional
ncighbours and many other nations.

Indonesia's position on the matter had
increasingly strengthened at the  United
Nations.

The question had been very nearly removed
from the UN agenda at the last session when
a resolution sponsored by Mozambique,
Angola and Portugal opposing Indonesia’s
position had got through with only 50 votes
for and 46 against (including Australia, Japan
and all Asian and Pacific nations except
Vanuatu).

“I expect that this year a similar resolution
would be lost.

“The main emphasis now should be on how
best to assist Indonesia develop East Timot
and how to assist the East Timorese as
people.”

Mr Woolcott said he had always believed
that any country must have as a major foreign
policy priority its rclatid%with its neighbours.

“For us, this is the countries of South-East
Asia, Papua New Guinea, New Zealand and
the South Pacific. K.
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*My experience in the Australian foreign
service has convinced me that the develop-
ment of friendly, co-operative relationships
with these countries is a vital andspermanent
Australian interest.” ’

He had served in four of the fi’v’%&ﬁries
of the Association of South-East Asian
Nations, the last one being the Philippines
immediately before his posting last August to
the United Nations.

On his way home for briefings this time he
had visited a number of them again, in
particular going to the Philippines with his
wife Birgit for the marriage of their daughter
Anna to a Filipino economist working with the
Bank of America.

Mr Woolcott said he had gained the im-
pression in recent years that while there was
a good, strong public constituency in Australia
in support of a close and developing rela-
tiopship with Japan and China, the constituen-
cy and support for our relations with im-
mediate neighbours in South-East Asia had
tended to diminish.

“I think it is very important that this
tendency be reversed — to a large extent
Australia’s future lies in its adjustment to the
South-East Asian and Pacific regional en-
vigonment.

« Obviously there are substantial cultural

“and other differences, but I would hope Aus-
tralians would sce this as an exciting challenge
rather than something to be afraid of.

“We don’t want to be regarded as a Euro-
pean outpost in Asia — we need to be the odd
man in, not the odd man out.”

ASEAN countries had much higher growth
rates than did OECD nations at present and
this gave Australia increased opportunities for
export markets and joint venture investments,

He had visited Indonesia “our largest and
closest neighbaur™ on his present trip and had
seen clcg{ signs that relations with Australia
were imiproving. .

While regional relations were of
portance, so was Australia’s milti-lateral
diplomacy particularly as reflected at the
United Nations.

As the Minister for Foreign Affairs.Q
Street, had said in the General Assembly*ast
October, Australia would continue to see
play an active, moderate, balanced a
structive role in the United Nat :

“The UN is often criticised as inéffective
and wasteful, but it remains the only true
nternational forum in a troubled world; we
should not turn away from it in disillusion-
ment, but increase our efforts to make it more
effective,

“The objectives of the UN still remain,
essentially, as the establishment of the condi-
tions for world peace, the promotion of dis-
armament and of economic development.

“With 157 member countries, it reflects all
the diffcrences in the international communi-
ty.

“It is also founded on what might be called
a geopolitical fault line insofar as it will always
reflect tensions between East and West, par-
ticularly between the USA and USSR,

*“Therefore there are natural limits ¢ what
the UN can be expected to do in any given
situation.
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“Some of the disillusicnment about the UN
is due to excessive expeciations about what it
can achieve. .

“The recently appointed Secretary-
General, Mr Perez de Cuellar, has brought a
new concern to the need to arrest the erosion
of both the effectiveness and standing of the
UN.»

A positive development had also been the
tendency of moderate Third World countries
to avoid irresponsible actions. An example of
this had been the defeat of an attempt to reject
Israel’s credentials.

Mr Woolcott identified several major issucs
of particular concern to Australia which would
be considered at the 38th session of the UN
beginning in September,

These are disarmament, the Cocos islands,
East Timor, North-South issues, Cambodia,
the Indian Ocean, southern Africa, including
apartheid and Namibian independence, the
Falklands, human rights and multi-lateral gid.

Givén that there was hardly time to devilll
each theme in a limited interview, Mr
Woolcott essayed a summary view of Aus-
tralia’s approach to these issues.

On disarmament, ne sag 1ne main issue
would be a comprehensive nuclear test ban
treaty, whiéh was sponsored by Australia,
New Zealand and others but which was re-
garded with reservations by the USA.

The alleged use of chemical weapons by the
Soviet Union or its proxies in Afghanistan and
Indo-China would be scrutinised.

The growing international concern over the
level of armaments would also be on the
agenda.

On Australia’s move for an act of self-
determination in the Cocos islands, the UN
Committee of 24 (on decolonisation) had been
kept informed and had been responsive to

Australia’s particularly the progress
made in s 2as as educadoﬂ%\

If East Timor remained an issue, Australia
would again need to take a position on it.

North-South issues remained very impor-
tant because of the present global economic
situation and the increasing pressure on coun-
tries with few resources. * o

The Prime Minister, Mr Fraser, was a
strong advocate for global necgotiations on this
and Australia would continue its positive stand
on tariffs, protection and access of developing
countries to markets. B

On Cambodia, the lines had been drawsup.
While ;%ustralia had derecognised the Demo-
cratic ampuchea regime of Pol Pot, the
approach of the ASEAN countries supporting
the credentials of this regime, plus moves for
the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops, had
been gaining ground.

Australia also sought the withdrawal of
Yictnamese forces.

In southern Africa, Australia continued to
oppose apartheid and support Namibian inde-
pendence.

Australia was committed to provide an
engineering and transport group of 300 people
for the UN Transitional Advisory Group in
Namibia when it was possible to send them.

On the Falklands, Australia supported the
British position on an act of self determination
and against the use of force. Australia also
took the position that talks should be heid
between Britai ﬁ%]" ina, jn the future
and the F Iﬂ% i anﬁw&%\lld take into
account their geographical position.

over human rights issues. ,

It was, of course, more difficult {6 pirsue
such issues in totalitarian countries; conse-
quently those authoritarian States that still
gave access came under disproportionate at-
tention.

While regional bilateral aid was usually
fairly easy to justify in the public’s eye, it was
important that Australia should continue to
give multi-lateral aid to such bodies as the UN
Development Program, the World Food Pro-
gram and UNICEF.

Difficulties at present being experienced by
the ad hoc cornmittee on the Indian Ocean,
working towards a 1984 conference on a zone
of peace for that region, were exacerbated by
the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan.

This had led some countries to consider
whether the time was ripe to go ahead.

Australia was of good repute at the United
Nations, Mr Woolcott said. It was regarded
as a moderate, cooperative and balanced
contributor.

After seven immediate past years engaged
in bilateral diplomacy with Australia’s close
neighbours, he found the UN to be a new
chalienge.

His other postings had included two stints
tn Moscow (he speaks Russian), to South
Africa and black Africa, stationed in Ghana
with responsibility for 10 West African coun-
tries.

In South-East Asia he had been in Singa-
pore, Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, and Manila.

He joined the service in 1951 after educa-
tion at Geelong Grammar and Melbourne
University.

In 1964 the then Foreign Minister Sir
Garfiddd Barwick had asked him to set up the
public information section of the Department
of Exmcrnal Affairs,

Sinae 1974 he had been a deguty secretary
of the department.

A son, Peter, who had been at the Bar in
Sydney, had followed him into the foreign
service recently and was at present third
secretary in Kingston, Jamaica.

Another son, Robert, works in advertising.
He was an assistant director in the film ‘Year
of Living Dangerously’,

* UN had tended to develop :
bal#Ce in its conceantration on Latin

On Australia’s current election.ang pos-
sible changes in foreign policy emphasis, Mr
Woolgatt would not offer a comment. Hesaid,
in general, he felt that Australia’s foreign
policy was likely to be regarded overseas as
more stable if, as far as possible, it was
bipartisan.



~ Australian-Indonesian relations

Sir, — 1 was interested to read .

your series of three articles on Aus-
tralian-Indonesian relations (Janu-
ary 25-27). 1 have an attitude
towards Indonesia which I believe to
be a fairly common one in Australia,
at least in most respects. Your
articles have not done much to alter
it.

To begin, in my view it is not so
much “Indonesia” as the Javanese
Empire. This empire masquerading
as a republic was taken over as a
going concern from the Dutch in
1949, and from then on run by a
largely Javanese Empire. Like all
empires, it follows a logic of internal
repression and external expansnon,
always in the name of “stability”.
The ruling military junta in Jakarta
is very concerned about “stability”.

The expanding Javanese Empire
has already taken over western New
Guinea (Irian Jaya), and East

‘Fimor, and both are being vigorously
planted with settlers from Java and
Sumatra, regardless of the wishes of
the indigenous inhabitants. Should
“instability” continue to grow in
New Guinea, the junta may move in
there as well, with much the same
explanations and methods as they
used in Timor,

Since 1975, the cause of Timorese
independence has been drowned in
blood and racked by starvation. If
the Fraser Government has not been
an outright military-aid-giving ac-
complice in this process, then at least
it has been a quiet suppasger. And
up to 200,000 Timoresé, jthis
country’s old World War II fhes,
have died.

This is the reality behind the obse-
quious remarks of H. D. Anderson
to some “symposium” held in Bali in
December on Australian-Indonesian

relations. To quote Mr Anderson:

“In the case of Indonesia’s in-
corporation of East Timor . .. lack
of accord was reinforced by some
fack of understanding and sympathy
in Australia for the dilemma which
the Timor problem posed for Indo-
nesia.” (The Canberra Times, Janu-
ary 27) Quite so. And it could not
have been more timidly put. It is
hard to show “understanding and
sympathy” for the junta in Jakarta
when its butchers do to the Timorese
what Hitler did to the Poles and the
Jews. That the junta continues to
control the flow of information into
and out of Timor (having cold-blood-
edly killed five Australian newsmen
in this process), can only add to
suspicion and outrage in this
country.

Diplomatic niceties and bland
statements of goodwill may come
easily if you are an H. D. Anderson.

CHART ﬁigH‘QI

No doubt it is a bit more difficult
if you are a relative of one of those
all-but-forgotten newsmen. Very
much harder, of course, if you are
one of those Timorese who has so far
survived the holocaust.

But then, we must not be too hard.

on Mr Anderson. As a diplomat, he
is merely the mouthpiece of
Malcolm Fraser. And we must re-
member that Mr Fraser and his
cabal are men of high principle.

Why, when the Russians invaded
Afghanistan, Mr Fraser immediate-
ly reacted with everything short of
a ban on grain exports. And of
course, arms sales by Australia to
the Russians are completely out of
the question For the Soviet Russian
Empire, unlike the Javanese Empire,
poses a strategic military threat to
Australia.

Moreover, present Government

policy is not opposed by the ALP. It
cannot find within itself the will to
offer any real alternative 'policy
either on Timor or on aid t’the
junta, because its own record on
these issues when in office is only
slightly less abysmal than Fraser’s.

So it has maintained a deafening
silence, broken onty by lone prophets
like Ken Fry, who speak not for the
party, but only for themselves, and
for their memories of the help the
Timorese gave to the Dlggers in
World War I1. The ALP might just
as well be saying, “Lead on,
Liberal.” '

This is a political situation which
could cost the present generation of
Australians quite dearly in the not-
so-long term.

IAN MacDOUGAL
Busby Street,
O’Connor. :
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_ SIR, The genfirmation by the
Defence Minister, Mr Sinclair,

that Australia will continue its
so-called defence co-operation
with Indonesia is a further de-
plorable development of our pol-
icy in this region.

In the first place, the word co-
operation is a euphemism for the
gift of military aid to Indonesia
by Australia; there are no reci-

- procal gifts from Indonesia 1o

us. The purpose is to induce in
the Indonesian leaders a feeling

- ‘of gratitude — a very naive idea.

~ The word defence is also spu-
rious: Indonesia is not under

~ attack except where she herself

is the aggressor and has ‘over-
whelmingly superior forces. In-
donesia does not require help in
her own defence. The aid sup-
plied is in fact aid to -assist
aggression against peoples who

should be receiving our support....

No attempt is made to monitor
the use of this equipment in East
Timor or elsewhere. In fact, no
restriction upon this use bas ac-
companied these gifts.
In the second place, the Sen-
te standing committee on de-
ence has not yet reported on its
investigation into East Timor.
T ix volumes of its proceed-
blished so far tell a tragic
“of immense and continuing

 suffering in the island, all of it
} the immediate consequence of
?  the Indonesian occupation. There .
= is at least the possibility that the
! committee will recommend that
~ military aid should cease. Mr
Sinclair should have awaited that
\, report
| B the third place, the aid 8
0 andestine. After the pub-
2 ion :following the supply
L Rovers in 1980, the
A MR

Government ceased to announce
the details of further: aid. In.
particular, a question.put by Mr
Duffy in the House on the mat-
ter in February, 1982, was an-
swered (eventually) only in part,
and the answer omitted. a direct
description of the military aid
supplied since 1980. Perhaps Mr
Sinclair will tell us: What mili-
tary aid was supplied by Austra-

lia to Ipdonesia in 1981 and

1982. and what is planned for
1983?

Above all, the idea that Aus-
tralia should seek to ingratiate
itself with an aggressor by assist-
ing the aggression is both” mor-
ally repugnant and politically
stupid. Ten years of aid and ap-
peasement have not elicited from
the Suharto Government any
love of Australia, but they have
contributed materially to the
deaths of many thousands of
Timorese and the subjugation of
thousands more, and they have
compromised us greatly.

, J..B. MILLER,

- Inglis Road,

CHART Digital



Australia’s new $10m defence

project with Indonesia

Nomad sircraft

ALMOST ON THE eve of the election, the Federal
Government has made significant steps towards
developing a close defence relationship with Indonesia.

This marks a significantand
positive change in govern-
ment policy, and is emphasis-
ed by the recent visit of
Defence Minister lan Sinclair,
to indonesia, and the visit by
the Minister for Defence
Support lan Viner to the
ASEAN nations in November
1982.

Mr Sinclair was paying his
first visit to Indonesia as
Defence Minister.

He was accompanied by the
Secretary to the Department
of Defence and the Chief of
Defence Force Staff, Air Chief
Marshal Sir Neville McNama-
ra.

During his stay in Jakarta,
he called upon the President
Suharto, and held talks with
General Yusuf, Minister for
Defence and Security.

He also met and heid
discussions with other
Ministers and Armed Forces
Commanders, on extending
defence co-operation.

Mr Sinclair was clearly

impressed by Indonesia’'s
developing industrial capa-
city.

"Indonesia is a country with
a large, industrious and
capable population,” he said.

“At Pt. Nurtanio, Bandung, |
was particularly impressed
with the sophisticated
capability of the young
tndonesian aircraft manufac-
turing industry.

“it augurs well for the
continued growth of indone-
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sia as an increasingly
important nation in our region
in the future”.

Agreement

Mr Sinclair said that during
his visit agreement had been
reached on several new joint
projects to be conducted this
year.

The cost to the Australian
Defence Budget of the
program during 1982/83
would be of the order of $10
million.

Some of the major projects
are set out below.

Maritime Patrol Project. As
a further contribution to the
development of Indonesia’s
coastal surveillance, fisheries
protection and anti-smuggl-
ing capability, Australia will
provide two additional RAN
Attack class patrol boats,
HMAS Acute and HMAS
Bombard, spare parts and
advisory assistance.

This will bring to five the
number of Attack class boats
which have been provided
since 1973.

Nomad Maintenance
Project. In support of the 18
Nomad aircraft provided
under the defence co-
operation program since
1875, Australian assistance
will be extended to establish a
nation-wide maintenance
support system for the
aircraft.

Survey and Mapping

successful project, which

began in 1970, Australian and
Indonesian sefrvicemen are
working together to map the
islands to the west and east of
Sumatra over the next four
years.

Anti Malarial Fleld Trials. A
major project will begin in
East Timor next month
involving the joint trialling of
drugs to aid in combatting
malaria, a major health
probiem in Indonesia.

Joint Trialling of Riverine
Patrol Craft. Australia will
provide Indonesia with an
Australian built Riverine
patrot craft, together with
assistance in conducting
trials this year so that the
Indonesian services can
evaluate the vessel for
possible purchase.

indonesia has indicated
that it is interested in buying
20 such craft.

The cost of the project is
estimated at $300,000.

Important step

The defence co-operation
program marks an important
step by the Government to
cement ties with Australia’s
largest neighbour, which the
lynch-pin of the ASEAN
alliance.

Whether this continues
after the Australian election
will depend, in part, on the
election outcome.

There is a strong section of
the ALP, including the new
leader, Bob Hawke, who have
strongly criticised indonesia’s
incorporation of East Timor,
in the wake of the tragic civil
war in 1975.

Through ail the difficulties,
the objective of alliance is
nevertheless strategically
indispensable.

A reminder of the necessity
of grasping opportunities,

Project. As a continuati whenever they are offered,
this lt':n'lgstandinZﬂE@ﬂ%tr Dé@f@rred last November,

The British left-wing
magazine New Statesman has
alleged that there are 100 US
bases in Britain.

However investigations
revealed this to be a gross
exaggeration.

One alleged base turns out
to be a petrol pump near
London.

* * * * *

The editor of the Times of
Zambia recently circulated a
note stipulating that on no
account must reporters write
that tatks between President
Canaan Banana and other
dignitaries were "fruitful”l

L 4 * * * -

when the Supreme Comman-
der of the Thai armed forces
(General Saiyud Kerdphol)
calied onall ASEAN nationsto
standardise their defence
systems and to diversify the
sources of their arms
supplies, today being
provided by one or other of
the major powers.

Significantly, General
Salyud called on ASEAN to

-look to Australia as "a rear

base and source of arms
supply”.

The Commander of the Thai
armed forces was, almost in
passing, sketching out a role
for Australia which has been
emphasised by the NCC since
it formulated the concept of
the Pacific Community at the
beginning of 1960.




INDONESIA - T ":’:5 IS
- A drought in Irian Jayagprovince is |
threatening about a million <people with
famine, the Sinar Harapan newspaper said
(Feb. 4). Indonesia rejected a United Nations |
plan to send a fact-finding mission to East
Timor, Antara newsagency said (Feb. 6).
- Information Minister Ali Murtopo dropped
~ out of the vice-presidential race (Feb. 8).
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~ Fretilin leader held

LISEON Thuz:s AAP.
~— The *Defence Mimster
of East TlmOI‘S govern-
ment-in-exile is

held in an Anfrola? pri-
s 01

Son on charge
mond SImMug
>ortuguese
N\ Said today.

Qummg diplomatic
'~ 8, 1t said Rogerio
ad been detained
- Angolan capital,
Luanda, five months ago.
It gave no further de-

tails but the Angolan
authorities have an-
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being

nounced.f crackdown on;,
the smu y of dia-}§
monds, one ‘of the coun-}j

try’s main exports.

Mr Loba:to S late brother,
Nicolau, was president of]
the Revolutionary Front
for Independant East Ti-§
mor (Fretzhn) whlch pro-
claimed ; :
republic in th
territory shor

was invaded ndonesia
at theend o

Nicolau wasj
killed in a cl with In-

doneman troo
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Australla

GENEVA: Australia, the
United States and Canada,
among others, voted against
an adopted United Nations
Human Rights resolution
condemning Indonesia for
having occupied the former
Portuguese colony of East
Timor.

A resolution on the issue
was carried by 16 votes to 14
with 10 abstentions. The
Soviet Union and China

voted for it, and those who

P P, ‘e

opposes

U vote

abstained included France,
Britain and West Germany.

Indonesia took over East
Timor in 1975, a year after
Portugal evacuated the terri-
tory. -

The resolution called on
Portugal, representatives of
East Timor, and Indonesia to

co-operate with the UN to -

guarantee self-determination
to the people of East Timor.

Agence France Presse
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Timor veote

-GENEVA — The UNz%fuman
" Rights Commission -has re-
- affirmed the right of East Timor
to self-determination. and .1n-
dependence. In a resolution
adopted by 16 votes to 14, with.
10 abstentions, the Commission: -
callcd on Portugal and Indo-
.. nesia-:to co-operate withe-the
~UN to guarantee self-deter-
mination.
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ACOA not
justifying
Indonesia
over Timor

SIR, May we comment on
the reference by R. K. R. Al-
ston, chairman of the Austra-
lian Council for Qverseas Aid
(Financial Review, February
9), to our committee’s report
on East Timor?

Nothing could show more
clearly the problems of those
working for peace in East
Timor than Mr  Alston’s
charge that we seemed “inter-
ested in justifying the In-
donesian takeover and criti-
cising those Australian
agencies and individuals who
had expressed concern.”

Our 54-page report included
a summary of events since
1974 and also contained one
paragraph suggesting reasons
why Indonesia was gravely
concerned at the prospect of
East Timor passing under the
rule of what it regarded,
understandably, as a pro-
Communist regime. It is also
true that we criticised Austra-
lian agencies and individuals
who, by linking the question
of aid with pleas for East
Timor’s independence, helped
to delay Indonesian accept-
ance of the food relief that
international bodies had long
been offering.

However, we were even
more critical of Indonesia’s
acts and attitudes. We drew
attention to the way the
authorities in that country had
previously distinguished
between their claims on what
was then Dutch New Guinea
and their attitude to Portu-
guese Timor. We mentioned
that as late as July, 1974, In-
donesia’s  Foreign  Minister
had said that FEast Timor
should be independent.

It is hard to debate con-
structively  with  people who
describe comment of that kind

as “justifying the Indonesian |~

takeover.” One must also re-
gret their dismissing even the
possibility  that they them-
selves have contributed, un-
wittingly, to the tragic depr-
ivation that FEast Timor ex-
perienced  during the late
1970s.

The. main job now is to
assess  critically all the evi-
dence as to how far the needs
of the East Timorese are
being met, and to act appro-
priately on our assessment.

Another step which would
help c¢lear the air would be to
obtain full information about
the more than 200 East Tim-
orese whom Amnesty Inter-
national reports as missing.
(Amnesty realises that some
of thse people may have died
or moved elsewhere.)

Comarca Jail in Dili has
never been visited by an inter-
national agency. A question
Mr Whitlam asked about six
of the prisoners there was not
answered.

FRRETH RIVBLT.

Sydney, NSW.




ayden sees ' Timor tuble

By PETER HASTINGS

LABOR’ shadow Forelgn Min-
- istes, and former Party leader, Mr
Bill Hayden, said yesterday that if
Labor wins government on March
* § there could be initial problems be-
tween Indonesia and Australia.

* He was referring to the East
Timor resolution which was carried
. overwhelmingly at the 1982 ALP
conferengg. The resolution is un-
.comprommngly anti-Indonesian and
is binding 8n the ALP unless it
is allowed to lapse at the next
conference in June.

~ Among other things the resolu-
tion says that the ALP recognises
the “inalienable right of East
' Timorese to self-determination and
mﬁgpendence,’f “condemns and re-
“jécts”’ the Australian Govcrnments
r’écogmtxon of Indonesita’s “annex-
fion"' ‘of East Timor and opposes
I defence aid to Indonesia until
‘Thére 'is a “complete withdrawal”
of - Indonesian troops from East
Timor.

Hayden said: “I would be
less tham honest if I pretended
tlg,at _the document presented no
probleni§. to 2 Labor Government,
but I yifl. be doing everything I
can, a% eign Minister, to mini-
mise or “avoid problems m ‘the

region.

“I'm  sure there are Ways to
solve any differences. Unlike many

-

_Hawke,
. question as to whether a Labor
‘"Government would bring home the
“ RAAF squadron now stationed at
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people I do not go for this line
that Indonesia is more important to
Australia than Australia is to In-
donesia. Each is important to the
other. In this context I will be
working for good relations based
on mutual respect.”

A relaxed Mr Hayden showed
none of the critical attitudes of
recent years to ANZUS or to US
facilities.

“] believe in the value of the
US relationship,” he said, “but I
don’t think we have to be subser-
vient or deferential to the US. We
have our own point of view. The
more independent we are the better
for the relationship.

“And while we remain opposed
to home-porting of US ships, 1
can accept the B-52 training flights
and the US facilities prowded we
are able to monitor them.”

In one area Mr Hayden seems ta

be in possible conflict with Mr
who in answer to the

Butterworth replied: *“Our policy
makes it clear that there is a place

‘strip through Arab
This must stop. If Israel has a

for the possibility of forces abroad
if they have been positioned follow-
ing discussions with the countries
concerned . . .”

Mr Hayden told the Herald
yesterday that a Labor Government
would “certainly” bring back the
RAAF squadron. “I'm against the
stationing of Australian forces over-
seas. I don't think it at all desirable.
But we would not be precipitate
about it. We would allow time for
adjustment.”

Was he worried that the squadron
might become involved in hostili-
ties? “No. But it is possible that in
a hypothetical internal
sitnation Australian airmen on the
base might be subject to attack and
have to respond. I would regard
that as undesirable.”

Mr Hayden said that he had very
clear views on Israel and the Arab
states, “Israel has a right to exist
behind secure borders. But it is
behaving in an expansionist fashion
over the West Bank and the Gaza
settlements.

right to a secure existence so then
have the Palestinians, either as a

CHART Digital

security .

separate, independent state  ofy; as
part of a Jordanian federafl
whichever they choose.” '

And Australia’s w1thdrawa1 s
the Sinai force? “I think th¥} a
Labor Government would not want
to commit itself to some precipijate
action which could in any%way
have an adverse effect on Middle
East stability at this time.” - _

Mr Hayden made it clear that he
accords the region the highest
priority. He said a Labor Govern-
ment would immediately resume aid
to Vietnam while seeking a referen-
dum for the people of Kampuchea.
“Australia can definitely help
here,” he said. “The US cannot. It
is saddled with the past. But there
is much Australia could do to help
Vietnam and at the same time
arrest its growing undesirable
dependence on the USSR. We
oppose the coalition now backed. by
ASEAN as it is dominated b
Khmer Rouge.

“Last but not least,” he sa ‘._,"‘a
Labor Government would ¥
attention to PNG’s economic pilght
In common with other developing
countries, PNG is having a hard
time. But its political stability is
of concern to Australia. Provided
that PNG ministers put up a well
detailed case, they don’t have to
prove everything, I would be
sympathetic to a request to leave
Australia's aid at its present level
for the time being. We would hot
reduce it.”
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Style differs more than substance

THE+- campaign speeches of Mr
Fraser and Mr Hawke prove two
things about their approach to
external issues. Foreign policy and
defence are clearly regarded as not
being of any greater electoral con-
cern  than at most previous
elections. There is little to choose
hetween the two policies.

* In fact, Mr Hawke got away to
an engaging- start -.by claiming that
the essential elements of Australian
defence and foreign policy “have
taken on a quality of bi-
partisanship” in recent years.

* He is perfectly right, of course,
and it is a tribute to his ability, and
that of Mr Hayden and others on
the Right of the ALP political
spectrum, that they have been able
so to' control the party’s Left as to
come up with a foreign policy that
W .essentially pretty much what the
Government is offering.

:A Labor Government will never-
theless face some problems over
foreign policy from left-wing
members. The most serious, of them
is undoubtedly the 1982 conference
resolution on East Timor which
binds a Labor Government to

overturn the Fraser Government’s
recognition of Indonesia’s incorpora-
tion of East Timor, to demand a
plebiscite for East Timorese and to

refuse defence aid until alf
Indonesian  troops leave the
province.

The resolution remains in force
until the 1984 conference, at which
it is likely to be dropped. In the
meantime a Labor Government will
have to distract the Left while
effectively abandoning the policy. It
can be done but may prove tricky.

On most other issues there is little
difference between the parties.

Despite past rhetoric there is no
evidence in Mr Hawke's campaign
speech, or in statements made by
Mr Hayden as shadow Foreign
Minister, of any significant differ-
ence in the attitude of a Labor
or conservative government towards
the ANZUS relationship or the US
facilities. '

Differences are more likely to be
those of style than substance. It is
doubtful that a Hawke Government
would be any more openly critical
than the Fraser Government has
been over US attitudes towards LQE'
of the Sea, for instance, nuck

disarmament proposals and a wide
range of global economic issues, or
more at variance with US policies
than the Fraser Government has
been over, say, southern Africa.

Mr Fraser’s speech emphasised a
number of foreign policy areas
with which he has long been
associated — the Commonwealth
link, regional organisations, aid
programs and multilateral peace-
keeping organisations,

Labor has to feel its way anew
in all this. Mr Whitlam’s innovatory
touch is gone. Labor will view
cautiously at first the Common-
wealth and other commitments but
in the end will probably adopt
similar policies on most issues of
substance.

There will be some differences of
emphasis. Mr Hawke's real views
on how to handle the Arab-Israel
crisis are still unknown. Mr Hayden
is determined to renew aid to Viet-
nam and to seek more actively than
the present Government ways of
entering into dialogue with Hanoi.
But in their policy statements the
Prime Minister and Leader of the

‘ A@%@?@ﬁ' n d‘?ie ‘I;gt appear all that

Mr Hawke’s only foray into
regionalisation. was to emphasise
that a Labor Government would
seek closer relations with ASEAN,
the fastest growing economic region
in the world. Mr Fraser’s only
reference to it was to say that
Australia would replace the Mirages
at Butterworth with F-18s when the
time came. Mr Hayden said that a
Labor Government would bring the
RAAF Squadron home, at a trot,
not a gallop. '

Defence, as such, occupi
of the two leaders’ speichiig”
has scarcely surfaced ce. Mr
Fraser reiterated support for the
Five Power Arrangement. Mr
Hawke said Labor would not
squander $1.4 billion on a replace-
ment for the aircraft cargier Mel-
bourne. Neither will Mmn$Fraser’s
Government, if truth be Known.

So, if you're really looking for
guidance on what the two parties -
are offering by way of alternative, ;-
foreign and’defence policies; you
will do befter by reading @. g

Peter Hastings is foreign editor
and a leader writer for the Herald.
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better Asian ties

What should be our

position on the In-

donesian occupa-
tion of East Timor?

Our party policy is

clear. It lays down a

number of obliga-
tions, including no military
aid to Indonesia while the
criteria we have laid down
aren’t met.

I find no problems with that.
In fact I would seek to have a
Labor government increase its
aid to Indonesia generally
within the context of our aid
obligations and our declared
objective of providing a
greater level of aid — depend-
ent on our balance of pay-
ments improving.

Once that improved I would
want to see us provide more
aid in our region and give a
more substantial focus in that
region instead of spreading it
as widely as we do and, conse-
quently, so thinly that it’s not
being really effective.

I acknowledge that our policy
in relation to East Timor will
create some problems for us in
our diplomatic relationships
with Indonesia. For anyone to
say otherwise is to talk sheer
nonsense and I'm not in the
business of humbug.

I believe politicians should be
as candid as they can in af-
fairs affecting the public.

Nonetheless, allowing for the
explicitness of our policy, I
would be keen to enter into
fau'ly early consultatlon with

-:-:that lead to this policy; w ac-
i: knowledge the cultural and
" historical differences between
" the two countries and the way
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they approach things and ask
them to acknowledge the same
sort of thing. I think that is
sometimes lost sight of on
both sides.

We are a liberal democracy
with Western traditions. They
have very fine Asian tradi-
tions. Somehow we have to
bridge that, and I would see
this as a first and very impor-
tant undertaking — to try to
start building that bridge of
understanding.

But it takes two people to
shake hands. And if we are
going to make any progress,
the Indonesians have got to
recognise it is not just a one-
sided thing. :

Furthermore, it is often said .
Indonesia is more important
to Australia than we are to
them: 1 don't accept that. I
think that leads to a servility
and not a firm enough asser-
tion of our national interest.

That doesn’'t mean Australia
has got to drop its point of
view totally, immediately,” or
very quickly. Foreign polilly
differences are something you
work at ironing out.

P N
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Street hits
out at ALP
on ANZUS

By ELLEN PETERSON

THE Federal Govern-
ment moved yesterday to
revive foreign policy as an
election issue.

The Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Mr Street, said La-
bor’s policies and its views of
the ANZUS treaty would “ef-
fectively destroy Australia’s
reputation as a valued and
reliable friend”.

In another attack on the
ALP, the chairman of the
Joint Parliamentary Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs and
.Defence, Mr Roger Shipton
(Lib, Vic), said Labor’s recogni-
tion of self-determination for
East Timor would create great
-tension between Australia and
Indonesia.

Mr Shipton told a meeting of
diplomats in Canberra that
Labor’'s commitment to seif-
determination for East Timor
could force Indonesia to with-

draw its ambassador from
Australia.
Labor’s foreign affairs

spokesman, Mr Hayden, has
said the ANZUS treaty was
important, but had ‘“serious
defects”.

The 30-year-old treaty is the
mjhtary alliance between Aus-

tre New Zealand. and the
Umted States.

bor’s proposal to provide aid to
Vietnam.

“The Labor Party also wg nts
to reward Vietnam's invaSion
and occupation of Cambodia
(Kampuchea) by giving them
Australian aid,” he said.

“Nothing could do more to
damage Australia’s standing
in the eyes of our South-East
Asian friends.”

The Government suspended
its $5 million-a-year aid to
Vietnam following the inva-
sion of Kampuchea in 1979.

The Prime Minister, Mr
Fraser, moved earlier this
month to make the ANZUS
‘treaty an issue when he said
Labor’s policies would call the
alliance into question.

Mr Street said yesterday for-
eign relations, and particu-
larly the treaty, were based on
mutual trust and confidence
that was very easy to destroy.

Mr Hayden’s comment had
“cast a cloud of doubt” over
Australia’s  reliability.

“Labor’s policy would di-
rectly undermine Australia’s
interests and those of our
proven friends.

“Labor is already committed
to abandoning our defence co-
operation program with Indo-
nesia, and this further under-
mines and casts doubt on our

relations with the - ASEAN,_

Mr Street also Crltlclse(%:Hi\-RT B%lix[fg'mes
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| 'Winners of Polk Award

1 For Journalism Namedﬁ

Long Island University has an-
nounced the winners of the 35th annual
George Polk Awards in Journalism.

Two correspondents of The New York
" {Times, Thomas L. Friedman and David
K. Shipler, shared the award for foreign
. [reporting for their coverage of the Is-
raeli invasion of Lebanon. And Richard
|Halloran of The Times won in the na-
tional reporting category for articles on
Department of Defense planning for a
{possible nuclear war. : :

y Established in 1949

A special award was given to Rod
Nordland of The Philadelphia Inquirer
! Ifor his dispatches from Southeast Asia
j describing the plight of the peoples of
]  |East Timor, Vietnam and Cambodia.

_ The awards were established by Long

Island University iz 1949 to honor the

memory of the CBS correspondent who

was killed the previous year while
covering the Sreek civil war.

These other awards were announced
last week by the university:

Regional Reporting — Jim Henderson of The
Dallas Times Herald for a series, “Racism
in the South.””

Metropolitan Reporting — Doug Cumming of -
The Journal-Bulletin of Providence, R.I.,
for a series, *Ticket to Ride, the Com-
muter Airlines.”

Local Reporting — David Johnston and Joel
Sappell of The Los Angeles Times for their
articles on police spying in Los Angeles.

Magazine Reporting — Roger Rosenblatt of
Time for ““Children of Wer,” a portrait of
youngsters in five war-torn nations.

Financial Reporting — Phillip L. Zweig of
The American Banker for his reports on
the collapse of the Penn Square Bank.

Criticism — Stanley Kauffmann of The New

'N Republic for his film mvtivg;sCast

ews Photography — Ro ro of The

Associated Press for his photograph of an

Israeli soldier and a wounded Syrian sol-

dier in Lebanon. R
Network Television Reporting — CBS News

for *‘CBS Reports: Guatemala.”

Local Television Reporting — Dick Gelfman,
Theresa Crawford and John Surrick of
WBAL-TV, Baltimore, for “Between the
Loans/’ a series on the victimization of
consumer borrowers. ' i

Documentary Television — Andrew Stern, :
writer and producer of “How Much Is |
Enough: Decision Making in the Nuclear
Age,”” shown onithexRubliciBroadcasting
System. .

- =

!






