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A Letter
to the Editor

Dear Sir/Madam,

At Teast one member of Amnesty Inter-
national believes that the Australian
Section has acted unwisely in pro-

nouncing on the difficult question of
Indonesian sovereignty in East Timor.

A1l Australian participants in the East
Timor debate agree that not enough is
known- @out the numbers whom the Indo-
nesiar rnment is detaining, nor
about litions under which they
are hel; 2rnational pressure on
both mattemss is justified and expedient.
(So are expressions of concern about-
the food situation, provided they take
account of all reputable evidence.)

These are issues on which something can
be achieved. But less is likely to be
achieved if they are linked with the
unrealistic goal of forcing the present
Indonesian government, or any likely
successor, to order its troops out of
East Timor and allow a free vote on in-
dependence.

East Timor is a foreign policy question
on which reasonable people differ, not
least as to which stance by the Austra-
1ian government is most Tikely to pro-
mote Amnesty's aims. Our organisation
should not buy into all aspects of the
controversy. In the U.N. it should work
for the rights of East Timorese through
the Human Rights Committee --- not
through the Committee on Decolonisation
and not, barring a special crisis,
through the General Assembly.

Kenneth Rivett
KensingtonawN.S.w.
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Arms sales to Indonesja

From Pepartment of Trade docu-
ments leaked to the pressrecently, it
has emerged that the British
- Government  is  considoring  the
export to Indonesia of one or more
frigates, with Sea Wolf missile
launchers. An additional five Hawk
aircraft may also be involved: at
least 12 have already been delivered
.on an earlier order.

Argentina’s invasion of the
Falklands prompted our Govern-
ment to make several public declara-

tions condemning aggression
against small territories. We suc-
ceeded in mobilising our partners in
Kurope to join us in an arms
embargo against Argentina.

But Indonesia is an aggressor too,
and on a far greater scale. The death
toll in Kast Timor since theinvasion

of December 1975 is estimated to be’

at least 100,000; some put it as high
as 200,000, nearly one-third of the
pre-invasion pipulation. A

The British Government has
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repeatedly asserted that it does not
approve of Indonesia’g .forcible
annexation of East Timor, Yet at the
same time, it is prepayed ta equip the
Indonesian armed forces with
advanced weapon systems, which
could be used against a people

trying to uphold their right of gelf;
~determination. There is one palicy

for the Falklands, and a completely
different one for Eagt. Timar. .., .
(lﬁl’d) Avebury, C s it
House of Lordg., . ,: -
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‘‘We do not understand why the -
(intemahonal) Church- has. not.
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By BRUCE DOVER

CANBERRA.—The
Defence Minister, Mr
Sinclair, will visit
East Timor later this
month.

It will be the first visit
hy a Government Minis-
ter to the froubled island
since the Indonesian in-
vasion late in 1975.

Five Australian jour-
nalists died covering the
fighting between Indone-
sian forees and the local
Fretilin forces.

There has been consid-
erable controversy over
the Indonesian invasion
of Timor and whether the
then Labor Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Whitlam, had
beern forewamed of the
invasion.

Indonesian forces still
occupy East Timor and
the island is now consid-

ered part of the Indone-

sian nation.

Mr Sinclair will stop
over in East Timor dur-
ing an official visit to In-
donesia from  January
23-28.

He mll also visit Irian
Jaya where last year
there' were reports of
border skirmishes be-
tween Papua New Guinea
and Indamman troops

M;; Sinclair said today
the " Goversment consid-
ered -Australian defence
relations ‘with Indonesia
~to be of great impor/ jnce.

“I hope my visit w.
help  consolidate and
diversify the existing
defence links with our
close neighbor,” he said.
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Sinclair
to visit

U ’Q’W
Indonesm

THE Minister for Defenge,
Mr Sinclair, will become the:ii
first Australian Minister to
visit Irian Jaya and East
Timor since Indonesia incor-
porated the former colonial
territories.

Mr Sinclair will make his
first official visit to Indonesia
as Defence Minister from Jan-
uary 23 to 28.

On his return he will make
“familiarisation” stops of a
few hours each in Dili and
Jajapura at his own request to
have talks with local Indone-
sian officials.

Irian Jaya, the former Dutch
New Guinea, became a prov-
ince of Indonesia in 1962 after
a controversial “Act of Free
Choice” was passed

Since then, hundreds of
thousands of Javanese have
settled in the mineral-rich
province under Indonesia’s
largest trans-migration
program. \

A group of about 250 poorly
armed guerillas, members of
the Organisasi Papua Mer-
deka (Free Papua) has been
operating in the mountainous
border area with Papua New
Guinea.

Indonesia annexed = East
Timor in a bloody takeover at
the end of 1975.

The Federal Government in-

itially ‘de: a exa-
tion but ised incor-
poration o r Portu-
guese colony in 1979.

@um?wﬁ VY 5 A
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Sunday, January 16, 1983

THE WASHINGTON POST

Guerrillas in Timor Break Silence, Report New | Strength

By Peter Wise
Special to The Washington Post

LISBON—Nationalist guerrillas
waging a sporadic war against Indo-
nesian occupation forces on the re-
mote island of East Timor have
strengthened their military strike
power under new leadership in prep-
aration for a major counteroffensive,
according to spokesmen in Lisbon.

The guerrillas, establishing their
first contact with the outside world
in four years, have given details of
their regrouping in documents smug-
gled out to supporters abroad de-
spite a rigorous information blackout
imposed by Indonesian military au-
thorities.

Abilio Araujo and Jose Ramos
Horta, Central Committee members
of the Revolutionary Front for an
Indépendent Timor—known by its
Portuguese abbreviation Fretilin—
have shown fore.n journalists in
Lisbon what they ay is most of the
60 pages of docunients that are said
to have reached them in December.

The spokesmen read transcripts
that claim the resistance movement
now has six separate units, totalling
about 6,500 men. These forces, it is
claimed, are spread through the west
and center of East Timor in readi-
ness to expand combat fronts against
Indonesian forces, which are esti-
mated to number 30,000. The guer-
rillas say they continue to dominate

the mountainous eastern tip of the
island, their traditional stronghold
and refuge.

The claims contradict the official
Indonesian position as well as re-
ports from western diplomats in
Jakarta that the resistance has been
reduced to no more than 600 men,
demoralized by lack of food and sup-
port and limited to one or two small
raids a month.

Corroborating  the  resistance
claims, however, are accounts of Ti-
morese refugees recently arrived in
Lishon and letters from the island
received here confirming increased
guerrilla activity and insurgent suc-
cesses, ;

Fretilin first came to prominence
in November 1975 when it declared
a short-lived democratic republic in
East Timor, a former Portuguese
colony 400 miles off the northwest

tip of Australia. The movement had nated East Timor its 27th province, during
a measure endorsed by successive further the guerrillas’ cause abroad,

defeated two rival independence fac-
tions in a three-month civil war that

ers—one-sixth of the population— in 1979 when a prominent
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mate that more than 100,000 island- tact with supporters abroad was cut

rs—or t i guerrilla

died in the famine and disease abandoned Fretilin and handed their

brought on by the hostilities. - most efficient radio to the Indone-
Months later Moslem Indonesia sians.

proclaimed Roman Catholic-domi-  Resistance leader Araujo, who fled

the Indonesian invasion to

U.S. administrations but repeatedly said: “For the first time we now have

broke out in the wake of the 1974 denounced by the United Nations. a top-rate command, coordinated
revolution in Portugal and the intro- Fretilin withdrew into the mountains inside and outside Timor.”

duction of a decolonization policy.
The Portuguese armed forces and

administration abandoned Timor at

the outbreak of civil strife. Neighy

and began its guerritla campaign for

: He refused to indicate how the
independence. ) documents were smuggled out of
According to their smuggled com- Timor, which has been almost total-

muniques, the guerrillas have now ly sealed off from outside scrutiny
boring Indonesia, claiming Fretilin reestablished a high command and since the Indonesian annexation. ments, which are dated Oct. 14,
was a leftist threat to its security, Secured

communication channels to But two points, at least, collaborate

immediately launched a full-scale the outside, indicating a marked re- their authenticity. -
military invasion from the western covery from reverses in the late A Timorese refugee newly arrived

being in 1949. Relief workers esti-
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Timorege name of the 38-year-old
former colonial administration em-

half of the island, which has been its 19708 when many of their members in Lisbon said there was “10 times ploye,
territory since Indonesia came into were executed or imprisoned. Con- more” guerrilla activity when he left jn Portuguese, who is now widely

held to be Fretilin’s top commander.

last September than in 1980 and According to the papers, the Fre-:
1981. Others said fighting had been tilin leadership has been
particularly intense during the state under the new title “The Revolution-
vigit of Indonesian President Su- ary Council of National Resistance.”
harto to Washington in October, The guerrillas’ main aim is said to be
which the islanders had heard about the politicization of villagers in prep--
on the overseas service of the British aration for popular uprisings to co-
Broadcasting Corp. incide with Fretilin attacks,

Letters received by Timorese ref- Ramos Horta, who represents Fre-
ugees in Lishon who are not connect- tilin at the United Nations, denied'
ed with Fretilin confirm many of the charges that Fretilin is a leftist
guerrillas claims. A typical one, movement. “Fretilin  embraces
dated November 1981 reads: “The shades of political thought from the
country has been cut off from every conservative right to communism,
corner off the earth. We know little but the dominant tendency is social
of what is being said about Timor. democrat,” he said. '
But what is certain is that the front Ramos Horta claims the annexas.
(meaning Fretilin) has been consid- tion of Timor has caused damaging
erablely more active and is winning internal conflicts in the Indonesian
more territory.” armed forces, He said an Indonesian

antactegi in Amsterdam, Peter Air Force captain in charge of secu-
Hattinck, director of the Portuguese rity in the east of the island had ob.
service of Radio Netherlands Inter- tained political asylum in France is
national, confirmed that a letter for- March of last year when he accom;
warded to him from the smuggled panied Defense Minister Mo:
package mfilcated that a broadcast hammed Jusuf on a visit to Parig,
that mentioned Timor had been He alledgedly gave his motive as ops
picked up on the island. “I believe position to Jakarta’s policies in
the letter is genuine,” he said, and he Timor. »
has acknowledged it in a subsequent  In 1981 two Indonesian battalions
program. reportedly refused to take part in 4

Most of the clandestine docu- sweep against guerrillas in the is:
land’s interior, laying down their
arms for Fretilin to pick up and re-
turning to the capital, Dili, empty-
handed. z

The guerrillas say their most
pressing problem is a shortage of
arms and ammunition. »

’

1982, are signed by Sha Na Na, the

called Jose Alexandre Gusmao



LETTERS to the Editor

" their

| South-East

OUR LINK WITH
X INDONESIA

SIR VALSTON HANCOCK (Air Marshal RAAF

rid), Victoria Avenue, Dalkeith:
Australian who is concerned abo

Every thinking
ut the defence

of our country should welcome your leader “The
Timor story” (December 18.)

Ever since the five

Australian newsmen
were killed in East Ti-
mor our public rela-
tions with Indonesia
have been soured by
propaganda casting the
latter in the role of ag-
gressor, as a suppres-
sor of human rights
and not least as a mon-
ster depriving the Ti-

morese of the means

of subsistence.

The recent compre-
hensive tour of East
Timor by your Editor-
in-Chief, Mr  Dan
O’'Sullivan, who had the
‘opportunity to see for
himself the true state
of food production and
distribution and im-
proved standards of
living, has provided a
more balanced assess-
ment of Indonesian
rule.

We have & disposition

. o judge other nations

in the light of our own
social and political phi-
losophies regardless of
religious  back-
grounds, educational
attainments and civili-
sations frequently ev-
olving under oppres-
sive econditions. This

subjective judgment

may blind us to some

of the fundamental is-
sues, :

Indonesia, perhaps
more than any other
nation, is strategically
placed to affect Aus-
tralia’s security.

The occupation of In-
donesia or its domina-
tion by a hostile ' Power
could bring an aggres-
sor to our front door

" and remove very large--

Iy the isclation which
we now enjoy because
of a great sea barrier.
We share common
ground with Indonesia

- eéxcluding any
great potentially hos-
tile nation from the
C re-
gion.

It should be our aim
to seek strong econom-
ic, social and, eventual-
ly, military ties with
Indonesia in our com-
mon interest,

That start cammot be
made if Indonesia is to
be treated with suspi-
cion and hostility,

Your leader is a big
step towards inform-
ing Australians about
the facts of life.
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. The Minister for Defence,

!‘\ Mr Sinclair, will be briefed by

Indonesian military authorities

on the latest situation in East

Timor at the end of a week-long

official visit to Indonesxa next
‘week.

His visit comes at a time when
‘Indonesia and Australia have been
making tentative moves towards
improving strained relations and
developing a dialogue on regional
A-rproblems;

- Mr Sinclair was originally
w@chcduled to visit Jakarta at the
nvitation of the Chief of Defence,
“General Mohammad Yusuf, last
“July during his tour of ASEAN
member countries, soon after he

took over the Defence portfolio

from Sir James Killen.
But General Yusuf had overseas

commitments at that time and the
visit was postponed.

The Indonesian Government
agreed last month that four Aus-
tralian newspaper editors could vis-
it East Timor, which has been the
stumbling block to improving rela-
tions between the two countries in
recent years.

Indonesia has been critical of
Australian press reporting of the
situation there, in particular the
guerilla * war” fought by anti-
government Fretilin forces. It re-
acted by refusing visas to journal-
ists and closing down the Radio
Australia service based in Jakarta.

A spokesman for Mr Sinclair’s
office said yesterday the minister
was due to be briefed by Indo-
nesian military officers both in
Baucau (Timor) and Dili (East
Timor). He will receive a similar
briefing in Irian Jaya.
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Idonesnans W1ll brief
>  Sinclair on E. Timor

The minister begins his vist next
Monday when he is due to have
talks with General Yusuf and
President Suharto in Jakarta.

Mr Sinclair will be accompanied
on the trip by the Secretary of the
Department of Defence, Mr Bill
Pritchett, and the Chief of Defence
Force staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir
Neville McNamara.

The spokesman said among the
principle topics under discussion
will be Australia’s defence co-
operation program thh* ndonesia
which includes th
Nomad aircraft, ael
services and service

Mr Sinclair will also tour de-
fence installations, aircraft fac-
tones and military trammg estab-
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Truth about East Tmior unfolds

Two AUSTRALIAN JOUHNALISTS returned before Christmas from a visit to East
Timor with a balanced report of the Indonesian adn{nlstraﬂon of the island partlcularly

the areas most vuinerable to_ famlne.

P.P. McGuinness, editor of
the ‘Australian- Financial:
Review, stated.that.“despit
numerous. statements  and’

claims concerning the parlcus .-
state of East Timor the factis -

that the condition of the
people there, as far as can be
determined by an outside.
observer without an axe to
grind, is that East Timor is in
reasonably good shape.

No-tamine

“There is no famine. There
.32 no. starvation. There is no

.spect of starvation.

“Fretiinis a spenttorceota
few guerillas in the hilis who
are descending to burn
houses and terrorise the local
population.

“The Indonesian admini-
stration, which is now headed
by an East Timorese
Governor, Mario Carrascalao,
is actively concerned with
development projects and,
with the help of the
International Red Cross, food
and medical aid to poor areas.

"There is indeed hunger in
gast Timor.

"{t is a poor area, with
isolated villages which cannot
draw easily on neighbouring
regions for help.

“East Timor has for many
years been a net food

" 1porter; and after a drought
nich has been at least as
savere in its effects as that in
Australia, there is the
prospect of dangerous food
shortages.

”But there is every evidence
that the provincial administra-
tion now is aware of and
‘compassionately concerned
with the threat of hunger and
sickness.

Exaggerated

" But the evidence is that the
teal food problems of East
Timor have been exaggerated
for various motives.

“For example, the reports
emanating from the Catholic
Bishop of Dili have been
exaggerated: a representative
of his office categorically
stated (in the absence of
Government officials),
'Hunger, yes — famine, no.’

"Oft course, there is always
reason for Church officials to

Fretitin sokﬁr in East Timor {1275)

dramatise the plight of their
people: they desperately
want, and need, more
voluntary aid to supplement
what the Indonesian Govern-
ment, with its own limited
resources, is doing.

“Some of the reports from
Church sources have been
demonstrably wrong. Thus
The Age recently (December
4, 1982), reported a
churchman as saying, 'In the
month of Aprii, Baguia had no
food at all. Since then they
have had nothing at all’.

"In fact”, said Mr McGuin-
ness, "the population of
Baguia, a small hill village in
the eastern end of East Timor,
was alive and reasonably well
at 10.30 am (local time) last
Saturday morning.

"Quite a few of them were at
Mass. There were no children
with the swollen bellies and
spindly limbs of famine to be
observed.

“"Whatever the prob!ems of
the past, the administration of
East Timor is honestly and
energetically addressing itself
to the welfare of the people of
the province. No unbiased
observer could pretend that
this was in general other than
the case — freedom of
movement and inquiry (within
the limits of transport and
language) is not noticeably
restricted,” he said.

The second Australian
journalist who travelled with
McGuinness was Dan
O'Sullivan Editor-in-Chief of
West Australian Newspapers.

e

Fhere is no sign of famine
or starvation in East Timor
and nothing to suggest that
the peopie there are being
mistreated” said O'Suilivan.

The party was free to
choose the itinerary which
included places named in
internationai reports as arsas
of famine and widespread
malnutrition.

Members also visited the
prison island of Atauroand —
by special request — the lown
of Balibo where Australian
journalists were killed in 1975
during the civil war.

One village they visited —
Souro, in the eastern end of
the province — had only
recently been attacked by
Fretilin guerillas.

Mr O’Suliivan said he had
been surprised by what
appeared to be the low level of
Indonesian military presence
in East Timor and by the way
in which known former
Fretilin members were living
and working freely.

The island of Atauro still
held nearly 4000 people who
had been removed from areas
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of Fretilin activity so the
guerilas would be on their
own-and lack food support. -

With- the: level of  guerilia
activity subsiding, the.
authorities were sending the
people on Atauro back {0 theu'
districts.

He said conditions on the
island were reasonable.

Mr O'Sullivan said East
Timor still experienced some
real food shortages: food
supplements were necded as
in other parts of Indonesia.

"There is no doubt that
people have starved to death
in the province and there is no
doubt that people would be
dying today if it were not for
the food being sent in by
incdonesia and international
aid groups,” he said.

"An official in the Cathelic
bishiop’s office in Dili told us
he knew of no instances in
which the indonesian
Government was not giving
aid where it was needed.”

Drought

Mr O'Sullivan said the food
shortage had been caused by
years of drought and a sharp
drop in the amount of land
baing farmead since the civil
war.

But from what he had seen,
recent international reports of
famine were wrong and some
accounts of food shortages
misleading.

"My main impression of
East Timor is of the quite
obvious energy of the
Indonesian administration in
rebuilding the damaged
economy and tranquility of
the area,” said Mr O'Sutllivan.

Mr O'Sullivan said his party
made sudden demands which
called for rapid changes in
schedules and destinations to
avoid any possibility of a
"guided tour”. The Indonesi-
ans met every request.
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'mor ‘has been

Timor resistanCe revitalisec

under new control Fretilin

From JILL JOLLIFFE

18 Jan. — Fretilin
leaders abroad have announced
that resistance to the Indo-
nesian occupation of East Ti-
re-organised
under new control.

Mr Jose Ramos Horta and Mr
Abilio Araujo, central committee
membz,r ho have lived in exile

since theé 1975 invasion, said in
Lispon zthat they have resumed
reguiar scontact with Fretilin in
Timor after being cut off from

WO Yyears.

ence the Timorese lead-
L geporters part of a 6u-
pt written in cipher,
ctober, which they
said had been sent by the new
Fretilin command, now called the
Revolutionary Council of National
Resistance. It is led by Sha Na
Na, described by Mr Araujo as
one of the most important lead-
ers of the revitalised r¢sistance.
He said other members of the
council had been named, but only
two other leaders could be ident-
ified publicly. They are Mau
Huno and Mau Gudo.

Sha Na Na was a founding
member of Fretilin’s central com-
mittee and, like many of its mem-
bers, was edﬁcdted at the Catholic
seminary. ‘at,. @are, outside Dili.
He is aisaﬂ_v n as Jose Alex-
andro Gusmao; iike many nation-
alists he adopted a Timorese name
after 1974. He later worked in
the finance department of the
Portuguese colonial administra-

tion. For several years, refugees
in Lisbon have spoken of Sha Na
Na as one of the veteran Fretilin
leaders still fighting 1 the
mountains.

Mr Araujo read extracts from
a deciphered version of the docu-
ment from the revolutionary
council. Each page of the original
was signed by Sna Na Na.

Mr Araujo said that, according
to the document, Fretilin has six
regular companies (around 6800
men) operating in the centre and
southern border zones, apart from
their “stronghold” area in the
eastern Lospalos zone.

He said they were fighting un-
der difficult conditions and with
poor arms. He said villagers who
volunteered to join the resxstance
were often sent home because of
the lack of arms and risked re-
prisals as a result. Fretilin had
suffered a serious setback dur-
ing the Indonesian search opera-
tion (“Operation Keamanan”) in
19581 witn the loss of “between
80 and 100 veterans” apart from
civilian casualties.

In the document signed by Sha
Na Na, an invitation was extend-
ed to foreign journalists to visit
Fretilin-held areas. “We gua-
rantee that we can accompany
to the bush any journalist who
wishes to see the development of
our war in loco,” it said, although
he gave no guarantees about
%ww a journalist could exit safe-

The document said that the
resistance knew of wvarious at-
tempts by  foreigners  who

-
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travelled to Timor by yacht to
make contact with Fretilin, but
all had failed because the resist-
ance had not been forewarned.
He knew of five such attempts
since 1979, but the visitors had
been received by local villagers
who were not readily able to
contact Fretilin commanders.

The director of the Portuguese-
language  service of
Netherlands, Mr Peter Hamnck

has confirmed that he h
ceived a letter from Timor.
sponse to a comment ma )
programme on 4 October “il¢
year. Wf

Mr Hattinck said that during
‘Meet the Listener’, a pro-
grainine oproadcast primarily ifor
bBrazilian listeners, an announcer
had noted that “it's a long time
since we heard from any lis-
teners in East Timor”. He said
that they had later received a
letter from a Timorese who said
he had heard the broadcast. “We
are writing from the mountains
of Timor,” he said, “where we
live under very difficult condi-
tions Dbecause our country is
under Indonesian contrt

Mr Hattinck said
from Holland that he
letter was ‘“‘proba
and that on 28 Janua
gramme had acknowl
saying they were glad to have
heard from East Txmor

Radio
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Indonesia's "role
in East Timor

GORDON D. McINTOSH, Senator for WA: I°
reply to Sir Valston Hancock’s letter (January
18) in which he becomes an apologist for the
Indonesian Government and its brutal annexa-

tion of East Timor.

It is not false ropa-
ganda, as he implies, to

say that Indonesia
planned the illegal
takeover of FEast

Timor, in 1975, because
it did.

It is not false propa-
ganda to say that In-
donesia was the ag-
gressor in the brutal
annexation of East
Timor, because it was.

It is not false propa-
ganda to say that In-
donesia denies the
people of East Timor
the right to self-deter-
mination, thus suppres-
sing  their  human
rights, because that is
exactly what is hap-
pening. '

‘To claim that a three-

day visit to East Timor
by Mr Dan O'Sullivan
was a comprehensive
tour is nonsense. I
suggest that Sir Val-
ston reads the inter-
view pgiven by Mr
O'Sullivan (The West
Australian, December
17, 1982) where he
says: “I don’t return
as an expert on East
Timor. I made it plain
to the Indonesians that
I do not regard my
visit as a substitute
for a more thorough
investigation by one or
more of our report-
ers ,,.."

oy

|

When one considers

- that Mr O’Sullivan was
- accompanied

on his
brief visit by an inter-

" preter who spoke only

Indonesian — not Te

" tum or Portuguese, the

languages of the st
Timorese — and who
is a journalist for an

. Indonesian military

newspaper, one can-
not be blamed for
being sceptical about

- information gained.

Mr O’Sullivan has ob-

‘ served that the disas-

trous famine of 1979 is
over and that the food
situation has im-
proved. However, black
people in South Africa
are better fed than
black people in some
nearby countries, but
we know that this does
not justify apartheid.

Improved conditions
from the famine in
East Timor to some
thing a little better
does not mean that the
Timorese people
should - forgo their
right to self-determina-
tion. ’

" Sir Valston Hancock,

Air Marshal RAAF
(rtd), should remember
the sacrifices made '11)‘%'
the people of East Ti-
mor for the Diggers in
the World War before
he urges Australians
to turn their back on

. their friends for the

sake of common inter-
est with Indonesia.

Indonesian friendship
is important to Austra-
Ba, but It must be
frank and honest, It:
should not be promot-
ed by disregarding the:
human rights of -
others. 1, for one, will
continue the fight to-
bring freedom to the
people of East Timor.
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established in_response.

Novcmbcr }982 CISET is
mter-dcnommatxonab andm
aims..to- promote. the ; s
tion ~ of similar™ groups™
throughout Austraha and
overseas.
Its symbol is a cross b&n

a heart surrounded by bar bed
wire, chosen not only because
it is featured on a chapel wall
in  Dili,. and cherished. by
Timorese as a symbol of thexr
suffering, but also because to
. Christians the cross necessari-
" ly evokes resurrection and
liberation.

to appeas for sohdanty made to th@
1ntematmnal Church by the!?Cathohc Church.ir Egst Timor.

~ uphold

ffi. Ar3d e

C IS‘ET g};lmxts 1tself to Kme ki
~following four-pomt pro--

. gramme: to ‘promote- open

mmunication: between - the
Timorese Church  and the
umversai Church; to promote
‘in the Churches a  better
“understanding of the Sttuatxorx
“in East Timor and the issues
 surrounding it; to encourage
the formulation of policy on
~ East Timor-by official bodies
within the Churches; and to
thee fundamental
"~ human rights of the East
Txmorese people
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MONDAY JANUARY 24 1983

Close Indonesia ties
need mutual respect

MR SINCLAIR'’S visit to Indonesia
is significant and not merely because
he will be the first Australian minister
to vistt East Timor since its
annexation by Jakarta.

Relations with Indonesia, strained
badly by the Timor takeover and its
-aftermath, are thawing slowly. As an
issue which stirs emotions here and in
Indonesia, Easl Timor is receding.

Further, both nations have an
interest in each other’s stability, in a
region which is inherently unstable.
Mr Sinclair will be able to assure his
Indonesian  counterpart, General
Yusuf, that our commitment to
stability and security remain firm.

He will also be able to confirm that
our military aid program will
continue. Given the limitations on the
United States’ role in South-East Asia
— and the consequent Indonesian
fears, rational or otherwise, of
pressure on Japan to rearm — this will
be an important pledge.

But Mr Sinclair must realise also
that there are limits to Austraha’s
ability, or willingness, to cement
relations with Indonesia.

East Timor may have receded as
an 1ssue but its annexation still leaves
a bad-taste in the mouths of many

Australians, particularly as it was the

second former colony to be taken over
and incorporated into Indonesia.

In this regard, many Australians
understandably remain suspicious of
Indonesia’s  long-term intentions
towards Papua New Guinea. It is only
a few months ago that Indonesian
forces crossed the border bhetween
Irian Jaya and Papua New Guinea,
allegedly in search of Free Papua
Movement guerillas.

Further, many Australians rightly
have reservations about endorsing too
warmly a regime which places little
value on democracy and freedom of
expression and strong emphasis on the
maintenance of rule by the military.

Australians often are told they must
understand that Indonesian values and
actions differ from ours because of
that nation’s different cultural and
political history. Indonesians, in turn,
must acknowledge that our traditions
are different and that we value
freedom from oppression and freedom
of expression. ‘

As long as relations between the
two nations are based on mutual
recognition of the differences, as well
as our common interests, Mr Sinclair
should extend the hand of friendship.
But he does not have to bend over
backwards at the same fime.
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leaves for
talks in
Indonesia

THE Minister for Defence,
Mr Sinclair, left for Indonesia
yesterday for six days of talks
on defence — an important
step in healing relations since
the rift caused by the invasion
of East Timor in 1975.

* The visit is the first by Mr
Sinclair since he took the Def-
ence portfolio. He will be the
first Australian minister to
visit East Timor since its
annexation.

Mr Sinclair’s departure coin-
cided with Indonesia’s first of-
ficial® ?admlssmn that the
remd@@’Atauro Island is being

- used™&s ‘an internment camp
for 4000 East Timorese.

The Indonesian news
agency, Antara, said the de-
tainees would be released in
stages.

1t said: “Security troops sep-
arated the Fretilins (members
of the independence move-
ment) from their innocent
relatives.

“This led to the so-called
‘Atauro affair’ in which foreig-
ners accused the Indonesian
Government of isolating East
Timorese as it has done with
once hard-core communists in
Buru Island.”

Atauro, also known as ‘“‘goat
island” because of its arid soil,
is a few miles off Dili, the re-
gional capital of East Timor,
2000km east of Jakarta.

Quoting local military sour-
ces, Antara said 200 Fretilin
rebels were still in the inner
mountains of the isfand “with
100 pieces of arms: aﬁd%mlted
ammunitions”. Wy ¢

Edltoml Pago 6
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There has been a great deal of controversy over conditions in East Timor
since it was incorporated into Indonesia. But little attention has been given

to information compiled by the provincial authorities of East Timor.

PETER McCAWLEY* reports.

r

New facts about

SOME alarmist reports
in East

Ists provide

‘iew and it seems that
earlier reports of famine may
have been wrong.

“There is no sign of famine
in East Timor at present.”
And: “Whatever the problems
of the past, the administration
of East Timor is honestly and
energetically addressing itself
to the welfare of the people of
the province.”

These were the conclusions
of two Australian newspaper
editors — Dan O'Sullivan of
The West Australian and P. P.
s of The Australian
w — who visit-
ﬂan province of

ember.

aluable result
fists’ visit was the
documentation that they col-
lected on development efforts
in the province. Senior of-
ficials in East Timor provided
e Australian journalists with
hree Indonesian-language re-
ports which, together, provide
by far the most detailed public
information;.yet released on
conditions m{he island.

The main report, “Per-
kembangan Pembangunans
Propinsi Timor Timur dari
Tahun 1976 sampai dengan
1981”7 (The Development of

the Province of East Timor
1976-1981), is a brief 26-page

survey of economic and social

changes since the mid-1970s.

The other two documents
are planning and budget
papers which contain hun-
dreds of pages of detail on
government programs ranging
from small village drinking
water  schemes to  mil-
lion-dollar road and telecom-
munications projects.

The picture of conditions i in
East Timor which emerges
from these reports is consistent
both with the Australian journ-
alists’ impressions and with
the Indonesian Government's
approach to development
problems elsewhere in Indon-
esia.

Conditions in the province
are described as very bad after
the collapse of effective Por-
tuguese rule in 1974, and the
situation deteriorated further
during the political and milit-
ary strife that followed.

More recently, living con-
ditions dppear to have steadily
improved as Indonesian con-
trol over the territory was
strengthened.

In view of the debate about
the number of people who
have died in East Timor since.
the mid-1970s, the population
figures supplied in the main
gport are important. The re-
ised estimate now given for
the 1980 Population Census is
about 555,000 -~ a small
increase on the preliminary

f

Primary schco!s
Heaith
Village projects
Roads
Reafforestation

Local market:

2. Sectora}mtpartmental)
3. Routine expenditures

Salaries, etc
*Rp670
*Of 0 per cent went to

{principall
for irrigation, roads and bridges).

s

Table 1: Eastgimor Budget (1982-83)

1. Presidentlal instruction funds

for secondary schools) and Public Works {p 1

RPbn* $Am

9.0 134
2.1 31
33 50
0.7 1.1
21 32
1.3 1.9
0.2 04
04 0.6
funds** 218 325
115 17.2
52.5 78.3

the Departments of Education

ast Timor —
the official story

estimates of 553,000 released
earlier.

At first glance it would seem
that there was an extraordin-
ary fall of about 10 per cent in
the population of East Timor
between the time of the last
Portuguese census in 1970
(when the population was put
at about 600,000) and the
Indonesian census in October
1980.

It would seem that the wars
and the food shortages of the
mid-1970s took a savage toll of
human life, and that some
100,000 people or more (mak-
ing due allowance for natural
population growth in the carly
1970s) must have died during
this period.

In fact, one cannot draw
this conclusion at all. Critics of
the Indonesian Government
tendentiously alleged that “up
to 300,000 may have died, but
there is no basis for allegations
of this sort.

The truth is that, until de-
mography experts make a
careful comparison of the re-
sults of the 1970 Portuguese
census. and the 1980 Indon-
estan census, it is impossible to
draw any firm conclusions
about the number of “missing™
people.

An expert in Indonesian
population studies at the Aus-
tralian National: i
Dr Terry Hull,
are good reasons ¢
data as suspect. He points out
that the apparent decline in the
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population between the two
censuses may be due more to
differences in methods of data
collection, than to any real
change in the population.

In addition, there has been a
good deal of emigration from
the province, and any attempt
to compare the data for 1970
and 1980 must allow for this.

“There is just not much you
can say at this stage,” Dr Hull
says. “Furthermore, because of
such data problems, it may be
that we will never be able to
obtain conclusive results from
demographic analysis.”

Debates about the popu-
lation aside, what is important
for the Timorese people now,
are the steps being taken to
improve local living standards.
And, so far as one can judge,
the Indonesian Government is
pursuing a practical approach
to development in the prov-
ince. This is clear from an
examination of  provincial
budgetary figures.

Government expenditure in
East Timor has expanded
rapidly from a low base of
about Rp2.3 billion (about
SUSS.S million) in 1976-77 to a
planned RpS2 billion (SUSSG
million) in 1982-83. The pro-
portion of the budget allocated
to “development” schemes has
also risen sharply — from 35
per cent in 1976-77 to-almost
90 per cent in 1982-83.

A precise breakdown of
government expenditure plans
for 1982-83 is not readily

e

Table 2: Foodcrops productlon (tons)

iy

1970 1974

Rice 18,307 6,473

Corn 16,941 5,127

Cassava 18461 5,069

Sweet potato 16,169 3,678
[\



CeomwT,

spending is for
3 will be of
tic and social

¢ HIY elements of the
Government’s program appear
to be:

® A heavy emphasis on agri-
cultural development;

@ Large expenditures on edu-
cation;

@® A public works program
emphasising roads, bridges
and irrigation; and

® Efforts to improve basic
trade and marketing facilities.

In the nderdeveloped
Timor econadily. standards of
living are largely determined
by conditions in the subsist-
ence aghicultural sector. The
main report provides the first
estimates yet available of ag-
ricultural output in recent
years.

These official estimates sug-
gest that output of the main
food crops (cassava, corn and
rice) declined precipitously
during the disturbances of the
mid-1970s and that production
increased just as dramatically
once relative calm was res-
tored (Table 2).

If the data is taken at face
value, the food grain situation
in 1980 was markedly better
than it had been a decade
earlier.

Some plantation crops
principally copra — are grown
by indigenous farmers, al-
though coffee was the main
export from the territory in the
Portuguese colonial period.
Part of the Government's pre-
sent strategy includes support
for the plantation sector —
one million Arabusta coffee
trees have been planted and,
as a step towards developing a
new cash crop, the Govern-
ment has supplied one million
clove trees as well.

Preliminary efforts are also
underway to rehabilitate the
copra sector with plans to
distribute 50,000 coconut trees
during 1982-83.

While official rehabilitation
measures appear to have yield-
ed results in the food crops
and plantation sectors, the
effects of the disturbances and
food shortages led to a sharp
drop in the cattle population
which will take some time to
overcome. The total popu-
lation of large cattle (cows,
buffaloes and horses) rose
from_about 295,000 in 1969 to
363%jn 1973, but there was

Table 3: Numbers

available, but it is clear that’

a dramatic decline to 85,000 in
1979, and to 65,000 in 1980
(Table 3).

What can be made of this
data? Indonesia’s critics are
bound: to suggest that the
reports are no more than
official propaganda. Are they
right?

Although a close examin-
ation of these and other figures
in the reports reveals various
discrepancies, the overall pic-
ture is quite consistent. For
one thing, even the best statis-
tics from developing countries
to say nothing of data
collected in rich nations — are
often very unsatisfactory.

Paradoxically, inconsisten-
cies and inexplicably large
fluctuations in the statistics
tend to indicate that the data is
genuine — not that the inform-
ation has been falsified.

Furthermore, some of the
variations in recorded agricul-
tural production in East Timor
— corn output especially —
are not inconsistent with
fluctuations in production in
other parts of Indonesia.

Allowing for  statistical
problems, the data is internally
reliable. The estimates of yield
a hectare which can be cal-
culated from the information
supplied by the Indonesian
authorities, are low — which is
what one would expect in East
Timor — but reasonably sta-
ble.

Apart from agriculture, in
three other areas — education,
public works and trade and
marketing the thrust of
policy reflected in the reports
15 consistent with deveiopment
programs elsewhere in Indon-
esid.

During the past decade the
Indonesian Government has
placed great emphasis on the
expansion of primary school
education, especially in rural
areas.

This approach has also been
followed in East Timor where
primary school enrolments are
reported to have risen rapidly
from 13,500 in 1976-77 to
68,000 in 1980 (Table 4).

More recently, expenditure
on secondary schooling has
been sharply increased. As a
result, total expenditure on
education was expected to take
up around 25 per cent of the
provincial budget in 1982-83
(Table ).

Public works is also being
accorded high priority. A sub-
stantial proportion of 'the so-

fl\

of cattle and other

animals in East Timor ("000s)

1969 1973 1979 1980
Cows 67 82 46 27
Buffa 124 14 24 25
Hor 104 139 15 13
Tot rge animals 295 363 85 65
Pigs 203 305
Sheep, goats 243 318
Ducks, chickens na na >

A -

called Inpres ‘(Presidential In-
struction) projects shown in
Table 1 involve the construct-
ion of irrigation canals, roads
and bridges.

Furthermore, in 1982-83 al-
most 25 per cent of the sectoral
funds are being spent through
the Department of Public
Works on similar projects.

The Portuguese colonial
Government did very little to
develop East Timor, so there is
now an urgent need for huge
expenditures on public in-
frastructure.

* Dr Peter
McCawley is head
of the Indonesian
project at the
Australian
National
University. He is
editor of the
Bulletin of
Indonesian
Economic Studies.

During the 1970s the Indon-
esian  Government invested
heavily in public works
throughout the rest of Indon-
esia with results that proved
very worthwhile.

Large expenditures on irrig-
ation in Java, for example,
contributed substantially to
the recent dramatic successes
in food production.

In 1982, Indonesian rice
production for each head of
population reached a level
about 40 per cent higher than
in the late 1960s, which means
that the Indonesian nation is
now better fed than ever be-
fore. Similar investments in
East Timor can be expected to
yield high social returns.

Improvements to rural trad-
ing and marketing facilities at
present being introduced in
the province will reinforce the
benefits of more support for
agriculture, of better educa-
tion, and of rural public works
programs.

While the construction of a
better road system throughout
East Timor will in itself pro-
vide improved market access
for traditional Timorese farm-
ers, new agricultural institu-
tions are needed as well.

During the 1970s, there was
a marked strengthening of

Fpni INCrpAL, RGN -
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197871 .A1T 1918 1979
Primary 13,500 23,000 41,000 59,100
Secondary 300 S00 1,000 2,600

: Source: East Timor Provincial Government, The D,
. the Province of East Timor, (in Indonesiank

rural  trading  institutions
throughout Indonesia. Fertil-
~iser and  cre i
arrangements
proved, as was thé&:
rice procurement system.
Institutional improvements
of this sort are now being
extended to East Timor and a
range of measures has been
introduced to simplify ad-
ministrative  procedures in-
volved in business and trade.

For example, the procedures
for obtaining various trading
licences have been clarified so
that local businessmen can
build up reliable commercial
links with other parts of the
country.

These changes will help to
integrate Timorese economic
activities into the wider econo-
my of eastern Indonesia.

At the same time, special
village co-operatives
as KUDs) have been
ed to serve as collect
cies for products
coffee, and as distribution
points for food supplies and
for small scale rural credit
programs. At the end of 1981,
35 KUDs were reported to be
in operationt.

Thus the approach that the
Indonesian GoVernment is
taking towards rehabilitation
in East Timor is essentially an
extension of the development
strategy which has been fol-
lowed throughout the rest of
Indonesia during the past de-
cade.

Economic growth in East
Timor is beginning from a
very low level the Por-
tuguese neglected the colony
for centuries, and no one else
in the West was interested in
‘the plight of the Timorese
people until Indonesia took
over.

The task of developing East
Timor will be a long and
difficult one, and doubtless
many mistakes will be made
along the way. But the pros-
pects for the immediate future
are encouraging.

The Indonesian Govern-
ment’s heavy-handed annex-
ation of East Timor in 1975
rightly attracted considerable
criticism in international cir-
cles. But future debate about
Indonesia’s role on the island
should acknowledge that, for
the firstifime in hundreds of
years, there'is a government in

- East Timor which is taking the
task of econofnic development
seriously.

=3
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Table 4: School students, 1976/77-1980
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Sinclair

reaffirms
Indonesia
defence link

JAKARTA, 24 Jan. — The Australian
Defence Minister, Mr Sinclair, met
the Indonesian leader, President Su-
harto, at the Merdeka Palace today
to discuss closer defence co-opera-
tion.,

After the meeting, Mr Sinclalr sald:
“We have agreed to continue our close
defence co-operation.”

Australia has been providing military
aining and hardware for the Indones-

ian armed forces.

The Minister, who arrived here yes-
terday, said: “I hope my visit will con-
solidate and diversify the existing defe
ence links with our close neighbor.”

Indonesia’s Defence Minister, Gene
eral Mohammad Jusuf, who accom-
panied Mr Sinciair during the meeting,
said the President briefed the Australian
Minister on Indonesia's defence
situation,

General Jusuf said he hoped that Mr
Sinclair's visit to Irian Jaya .and East
Timor would influence public opinion in
Australia about development in that
region.

Critics in Australia have claimed
widespread starvation in East Timor,
and mistreatment of East Timorese by
Indonesian authorities there. The re-
ports have been denied by both the
Indonesian Government and foreign
observers visiting the ares.

Mr Sinclair was to discuss details of
defence co-operation with General Jusuf
later today.

Australia has had a defence co-opera-
tion programme with Indonesia since
1968, including mapping and survey
projects in Kalimantan, umatra, Irian
Jaya, Maluku and the islands lying be-
tween Kalimantan and Sumatra.

Other programmes include the supply
of Nomad aircraft for low-level coastal
surveillance, Sioux helicopters for basic
training, Attack-class patrol boats and
smaller patrol craft and Land-Rovers,

Mr Sinclair will visit an aircraft face
tory in Bandung, and the naval dock-
yards in Surabaya, East Java, military
facilities in Jogjakarta, Central Java,
and Denpasar in Bali.

He will be the first Australian Gos
vernment Minister to visit East Timor
since its integration into Indonesia in
July 1978,

Mr Sinclair, who was accompanied
by the Secretary of the Department of
Defence, Mr W. B. Pritchett, will meet
other Indonesian Ministers, including
the Comunications Minister, Rusmin
Nurjadin, the Agriculture Minister,
Sudarsono, the Information Minister,
All Murtopo, the Research and Tech-
nology Mipister, L. B. Habibie, and the
acting Fofelgn Minister, General Mara-
den Panggabean, before leaving for
home on Saturday. .

AAP-AP.
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JAKARTA. — Australia’s Minister
for Defence, Mr Sinclair, met Presi-
dent Suharto at the Merdeka (Free-
dom) Palace yesterday to discuss
closer defence co-operation between
the two countries.

Following the meeting, Mr Sinclair
said: ““We have agreed to continue our
close defence co-operation.”

Australia has been providing milit-
ary training and hardware for the
Indonesian armed forces.

Mr Sinclair, who arrived here on
Sunday, said: “I hope my visit will
consolidate and diversify the existing
defence links with our close
neighbor.”

Indonesia’s Minister for Defence,
Gen Mohammad Jusuf, who accom-
panied Mr Sinclair during the meeting,
said the President briefed Mr Sinclair

Indonesia’s defence situation.
wen Jusuf expressed the hope that
Mr Sinclair’s visit to Irian Jaya and

Defence talks stai

East Timor would influence public
opinion in Australia about the devel-
opment in the remote region.

Critics in Australia have claimed
widespread starvation in East Timor,
and mistreatment of East Timorese by
Indonesian authorities there.

The reports have been denied by
both the Indonesian Government and
foreign observers visiting the area.

Mr Sinclair is expected to discuss
details of defence co-operation with
Gen Jusuf later.

Australia has had a defence co-
operation program with Indonesia
since 1968, including mapping .and
survey projects in Kalimantan, Sumat-
ra, Irian Jaya, Maluku and the islands
lying between Kalimantan and
Sumatra.

Other programs include the supply
of Nomad planes for low-level coastal
surveillance, Sioux helicopters for
basic training, Attack-class patrol

boats and smaller patrol craft and
Land-Rovers.

More than 1,200 members of the
Indonesian Armed Forces have
trained in Australia.

Mr Sinclair will visit an aircraft
factory in Bandung; naval dockyards
in Surabaya, East Java; military
facilities in Jogjakarta, Central Java;
and Denpasar in Bali.

He will be the first Australian
Minister to visit East Timor since its
integration into Indonesia in July,
1976.

Mr Sinclair, who was accompanied
by the Secretary of the Department of
Defence, Mr W. B. Pritcheét¥s"witl
meet other Indonesian Mini$téls fe-
fore leaving for home on Satygdgy,

Mr Sinclair said on his arri¥alivin
Jakarta that Australia placed great
importance on defence relations with
Indonesia.

THE MERCURY, TUESDAY, 25-1-1983—5

® AUSTRALIA’S Minister f

R

President Suharto.

(;r ‘Defence, Mr Sinclair, being welcomed to Jakarta yesterday by‘
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Sinclair seeks closer
defence co-operation

JAKARTA, Tuesday (AAP-Reu-
ter). — The Australian Minister for
Defence, Mr Sinclair, today began
a series of tours of Indonesian arma-
ment factories and military installa-
tions as part of efforts to forge
closer defence ties with Jakarta.

Mr Sinclair, who met the Indonesian
President, Mr Suharto, and the Min-
ister for Defence, Mr Jusuf, yesterday,

said Australia wanted to play a bigger

part in developing Indonesia’s defence
industry by supplying Australian equip-
ment and buying Indonesian hardware.

Mr Sinclair arrived on Sunday for a
seven-day visit covering Java, Bali, East
Timor and Irian Jaya. Today he toured
the Nurtanio aircraft factory at Ban-
dung, 180 kilometres south of Jakarta.

Officials said aircraft, small arms
and naval equipment were the main
areas where Canberra would like to see
greater co-operation with Indonesia.

Antara newsagency reported that the
Minister for Research and Technology,
Professor Hahibie, said after meeting
Mr Sinclair that the possibilities for
closer co-operation were still being ex-
plored but referred to aircraft, ship-
building and ordnance manufacture as
likely areas.

Australia enjoys close links with In-
donesia under a 15-year-old defence co-
operation program and has .sypplied
Nomad aircraft for coastal suryepance,
Sioux helicopters, Attack class patrol
boats and Land Rovers. In gddition
about 1,200 men of the Indegesian
armed forces have trained in Australia.

Stressing these links, Mr Sinclifr said
that as close neighbours the two coun-
tries shared an interest in the security
and stability of the region.

“We strongly believe in Australia
that we must work for the stability in
the region. Our defence co-operation
program is to help the training of the
individual soldiers to develop the hard-
ware and we believe in playing a full

part in developing the professionalism |
of the (Indonesian) armed forces,” he

said.

naval dockyards at Surabaya in east
Java, and military installations near
Denpasar on the island of Bali.

On Friday he will become the first

Australian minister to go to East Timor
since its controversial annexation by
Indonesia in 1975.
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$10m for joint p}ojécts

Y M
3

The Government will spend $10
million from the Budget on joint
projects to improve Australia’s rela-
tions with Indonesia, the Minister
for Defence, Mr Sinclair, an-
nounced yesterday.

Mr Sinclair is touring Indonesia and
has talked with President Subarto and
the Minister for Defence and Security,
General Jusuf,

He announced eight joint projects
which would begin later this year.

Relations between the two countries
have been somewhat strained since four
Australian journalists were killed in
East Timor in 1975. Mr Sinclair, as part
of his current tour, became the first
government minister to visit East Timor
since that time.

The projects announced yesterday
were:

Australia to provide Indonesia with two
more RAN Attack-class patrol
boats.

A nation-wide maintenance and support
system to be established for 18
Nomagd aircraft provided to Indo-
nesia ‘by Australia since 1975.

Australian and’ Infnesian servicemen

to work together to map the islands . -

§ IndoneSia

By TERESA MANNIX N

to the west and east of Sumatra over
- the next four years.

Australian and Indonesian language in-
structors to fill reciprocal postings.

The two countries to combine for anti-
malarial drug trials in East Timor.

Australian and Indonesian technicians
to take part in a $1.5 million g oject
to convert four Sioux helicopters to
gas-turbine engines.

Australia to provide Indonesia with a
Riverina patrol craft for trials, in the
expectation that Indonesia will buy
20 such craft from Australia.

More than 120 Indonesian servicemen
to make training or study visits to
Australia this financial year.

Mr Sinclair said the projects were an

| important means of “fostering contact

between the armed forces of our two
countries”.

Describing his discussions with the
Indonesian Government, he said, “The
frankness and friendliness of the dis-
cussions maintain the close under-
standing which exists between the Gov-
ernments of Australia and Indonesia.”

Effort needed to improve relations. —

Digital - Page 2, |
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lonesia accepts offer
on closer defence ties

JAKARTA, Wed. — Indonesia has accepted
an invitation to send observers to two military
exercises in Australia later this year, Aus-
tralia’s Defence Minister Ian Sinclair said
today.

Indonesian Army officers would attend Opérations
Platypus and Kangaroo, organised under a five-power
defence arrangement with Singapore, Malaysia, Britain,
New Zealand and Australia.

Mr Sinclair, who arrived on Sunday for a seven-day visit,

“told Reuters the Indonesian presence would mark another

step in strengthening defence co-operatlon between
Jakarta and Canberra.

The two countries have held joint small scale naval
exercises in the past, but this would be the first time the
Army was involved, officials said.

Australia already enjoys close links thh Indonesia
through a 15-year-old defence co-operation program, on
which Canberra has spent more than $73 million.

Mr Sinclair, who held talks with President Suharto and
Defence Minister Mohammad Jusuf on Monday, stressed
the importance of the program and Canberra’s determina-

tion to foster closer co-operation in defence and armament
production.

Mr Sinclair, whose visit takes in Java, Bali and Irian Jaya
(West New Guinea), on Friday will become the first
Australian Minister to visit the former Portuguese colony
of East Timor since its annexation by Indonesia in 1975.

He said Australia recognised Indonesia’s sovereignty
over East Timor and described his visit as an application of
Government policy.

He said he did not know if he would visit the island of
Atauro, north of the East Timor capital of Dili, where
about 3,000 East Timorese — officially described as
“displaced persons’” — are detained.

Officials, however, said present plans did not include a
trip to the island, which has served as a focal point for
international criticism of Indonesia’s policies in the former
colony.

On the question of reuniting East Tlmor
families who have settled in Australia, Mr Si
hoped discussions with the Indonesians would
“too protracted.” ~
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27th January, 1983

The Editor
YFIMNANCIAL REVIEW"
Box 506, C.P.O.,
SYDNEY. 2001.

Dear Sir,

JYour leading article of 25th January, 1983 dealt with Indonesia's
annexation of East Timor and acknowledges that "... Indonesia's treatment
of its own citizens, and the manner in which it incorporated Irian Jaya
and East Timor, are worthy of strong condemnation,"

The article then went on to totally ignore the real issue in East Timor
today =~ that of the denial of self determination.

Claims and lengthy dissitations c¢f adequate food supplies and absence
of famine in East Timor do not justify the loss of basic human rights,

Black people in South Africa are better fed than many people in neighbouring
countries, yet this does not justify apartheid!

Reference to the Inquiry into East Timor by the Senate Standing Committee
on Foreign Affairs and Defence was also a 'red herring’'.

I am a member of that Committee and it is not true that a reading of the
available transcript of evidence shows ",.. little but repetitious rumours."

When you refer to "... unsourced and tendentiocus reports about East Timor
which are uncheckable...", you cast doubts on my colleagues and myself.

We received a total of 219 submissions from Australia and overseas. Much
of the evidence given to us was in-camera and will only be revealed via
our findings in our Report,

I must also comment on the recent visit to East Timor by P.P. McGuiness and
D. 0'Sullivan, They were in that country for three days and were
accompanied by an Indonesian interpreter who writes for a military newspaper.
He does not speak Tetum or Portuguese, the languages of the East Timorese
people!.

Visual observations are useful but do not supply adequate information for
authorative statements.

The day the East Timorese people are given the FREE choice, taken from them
in 1975 by the Indonesian aggressors, to determine whether they govern them-
selves or become an Indonesian colony will be the day I consider that justice
has been done. I, too, look for truth and NOT prejudice in my dealings

with the East Timor issue,
GORDON D. McINTOSH. —Dea W' :

SENATOR_FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIACHART Digital




Sinclair in Timor a signal event

From MICHAEL RGHARDSON

SINGAPORE, 27R¥in. — The
Defence Minister, Mr Sinclair,
will be the first Australian
Government Minister to visit
Indonesian - controlled East
Timor when he flies there to-
morrow on the last leg of a
week-long official visit to In-
donesia.

He will not see or learn very
much about actual conditions 1in
the disputed territory during his
four-hour stop.

From Bacau, on the north-east
coast of the island where his
RAAF aircraft will land, he will
be flown to the capital, Dili, for
a briefing by senior Indonesian
military and civilian officials.

But observers say that the visit
is intended by Canberra to sig-
nal clearly that while the Fede-
ral Labor Opposition is commit-
ted to continued opposition to In-
donesia’s annexation and military
occupation of East Timor, the
Government accepts that the ter-
ritory is part of Indonesia and
wants to forge close ties with
Jakarta in all fields including de-
fence and security. ‘

When Mr Sinclair arrived in
Jakarta to a red carpet welcome

on Sunday, he said Australia
considered  military  relations
K

with Indonesia to be of great im-
portance and added: “I hope my
visit will consolidate and diver-
sify the existing defence links
with our close neighbor.”

After meeting President Suhar-
to and the Defence Minister,
General Jusuf, who is also armed
forces chief, he was quoted by
the general as telling them that
Australia regarded Indonesia as
its bridge with continental Asia.

Mr Sinclair himself told report-
ers that the two countries shared
an interest in the stability and
security of the region.

Australian officials said he

- told Indonesian leaders that Can-

berra wanted to play a greater
role in Indonesia’s defence indus-
try, which is being modernised
and expanded, by supplying Aus-
tralian equipment including air-
craft and small arms and buying
Indonesian hardware.

Mr Sinclair disclosed that at
Jakarta’s suggestion and as part
of Australia’s $10 million military
aid programme to Indonesia for
1982-83, a team of Australian ex-
perts from the Defence Depart-
ment would help their Indonesian
counterparts to conduct field
trials of ‘anti-malaria drugs in
East Timor, where the mosquito-
borne disease is rife.

He also said Indonesia had ac-

22783
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cepted an invitation to send ob-
servers to two large-scale mili-
tary exercises to be held in Aus-
tralia over the next year.

Mr Sinclair said that during his
Jakarta talks both sides had
agreed on several new or exten-
ded joint projects under the de-
fence co-operation programme.
But . the cost of Australian mili-
tary  aid to Indonesia would re-
main about the same as last year.

Canberra would supply two
more “‘Attack”-class patrol boats.

Other assistance would include
training for Indonesian pilots of
Australian-supplied Sioux heli-
copters.

There are conflicting reports -
about conditions in East Timor, .
which was invaded by Indonesian
forces in December 1975 after the
Fretilin nationalist movement
made a unilateral declaration of
independence from Portugal, the .
colonial power.

Confidential reports from inside -,
the territory published by The -
Age’ last month painted a picture
of food shortages, malnutrition .
and ill-treatment of the Timorese:.

This has been denied by the
Indonesian Governmentgpd by
some other foreign iS®ers in-
cluding a former Austraffan Prane
Minister, Mr Whitlam.




Slnclalr on way to E

ﬁNGAPORE " Thursday.—
Thc Minister of Defence, Mr
Sinclair, will be the first Aus-
tralian Minister to visit Indones-
ian-controlled East Timor when
he flies there tomorrow on. the
last leg of a week-long official
visit to Indonesia.

He wilt spend four hours in the
provifce. during which time he will
be briefed in the capital, Dili. by
Indonesian military and civilian

officials.

"But observers say the visit is
intended by Canberra to show that
while the Labor Opposition is com-
mitted to continued opposition to
Indonesia’s annexation of East
Timor, the Fraser Government
accepts that the territory is part of
Indonesia and wants 10 forge close
ties with Jakarta.

K4

When Mr Smclau- arrived in
Jakarta on Sunday he said Aus-
tralia considered military relations
with Indonesia to be of great
importance and added: “I hope my
visit will consolidate and diversify
the existing defence links with our
close neighbour.”

After meeting President Soeharto
and the Defence Minister, General
Jusuf. who is also armed forces
chief, on Monday he was quoted by
the general as telling them that
Australia regarded Indonesia as its
bridge with continental Asia.

Australian - officials said Mr. Sin-
clair . told I[ndonesian leaders’ Can- -
berra wanted to play a greater rote

im Indonesia’s defence industry,
which is bemg modernised and ex-
panded. by supplying Australian
equipment, including aircraft and
smali arms, and buying Indonesian
equipment.
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In Jakarta last mght Mr Smclalr
said that at Jakarta's suggestion and
as part of Australia’s $10 million
military aid program to Indonesia
this year an Australian team would
help conduct field trials of anti-
malaria drugs in East Timor where
the disease is rife.

Mr Sinclair, who said Austrahas
military aid program would con-
tinue in 1983-84 at this year’s level,
announced that Canberira will sup-
ply two more Attack-class patrol
boats (three -have already been
handed over) and give further help

“in maintaining the Nomad alrcrattf'
-and Sioux helicopters supphed in
'§rcvnt vears.

Mr Sinclair. who arrwed in Bah,

this . “afternoon for an overnight |
stay, will also make a brief visit to' |
Irtan Jaya before returning to

Canberra on Saturday.
— MICHAEL RICHARDSON
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New alliance
has many
advantages

THE world’s attention was focused this
week on the resumption of the East-
West ‘arms talks in Geneva, but for
Australia a far more significant event
took place much closer to home.

While the Americans and the Rus-
sians, watched anxiously by the Euro-
peans, began to debate missile numbers
and missile ranges, Indonesia accepted
an invitation to send army observers to
two military exercises in Australia later
this year.

Defence Minister lan Sinclair made
the announcement in Jakarta, and said it
was part of closed defence co-operation
between the two neighbors.

The arrangements confirmed by Mr
Sinclair also include the supply of two
patrol boats to the Indonesians, and
plans to tie in arms manufacture in both
couiiiifies. :

M :cost to Australia at this stage is
only ‘310 million a year, but it’s
obviously only a start as we continue
the process of developing an understan-
ding, and an interest in mutual security.

The takeovers of West New Guinea
(Irian Jaya) and Portuguese East Timor
and the tensions surrounding them have
faded into history as the groundwork is
laid for a new alliance.

The advantage to both countries of
friendly relationships are obvious in
terms of defence, trade and develop-
ment.

Indonesia at last count had a popula-*
tion of around 160 million, spread:
through 6,000 islands. Australia, a-
wealthy and developed country, has the:
skills and technology to help the
republic.

* & %

The oil men sat down at Geneva early
in the week, then went home unable to
agree. .

Days later the world is still wonder-:
ing what it all means. ’

Has OPEC, until now the most
cffec,_tié’r:emcartel ever scen, really col-
lapsea? zv{'-‘, .

Will some of the big producers step

up production and gluCMRTkBigWé‘l was good news or bad news.

forcing a price slump for themselves
and other African and Middle Eastern
countries?

And what of Britain and her reliance
on North Sea oil revenue. And what of
Australia, and the price per litre to the
ordinary motorist?

The best guess is that already
attempts are being made to patch up the
rift, and hammer out yet another
compromise.

* % *

Dissent in the Soviet bloc has been
limited in recent years to a few very
brave individuals in the Soviet Union,
and to the Solidarity movement in
Poland.

But now, it seems the Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan has provoked daring
protests within the Soviet Union.

According to a London report anti-
war stickers have been pasted on walls
and telephone booths in Moscow, Kiev,
Leningrad, and in some of the Baltic
States.

Some were drawings of a grieving
widow standing among graves with the
slogan ““Out of Afghanistan.” In the
Ukraine, the posters read, ‘“Why are
our sons and fathers dying in Afgha-
nistan?”’

The Soviet media has failed to stem
the swell of disapproval.

* Kk *

The world wasn’t all politics and
arms talks and cartels this week.
People, pigs and pubs also made the
news.

@ Untidy people caused concern to the
Nepalese Government because of the
problem of litter left behind by climbers
on Mt Everest.

® A pub in England organised maggot
races to entertain its patrons. It might be
fun but it won't do much for the counter
lunch trade.

@ Three pigs named Ralph, Betty and
Mabel missed out on their first para-
chute jump because of low cloud in
Florida. No one asked the pigs whether
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Sinclair visit

to E. Timor -~

JAKARTA, Friday (AAP-AFP). —
The Australian Minister for Defence,
Mr Sinclair, left Bali today for a few
hours’ visit to the former Portuguesc
colony of East Timor.

Mr Sinclair was scheduled to observe
several development projects in East
Timor and to be briefed by local mili-
tary commanders on the security situ-
| ation, a military spoksman said.

Mr Sinclair, the first Australian min-

ister to visit East Timor since the terri-

~ tory was incorporated into Indonesia six
years ago, was to proceed this aftemoon‘ e
to Irian Jaya, formerly Dutch Wes?,r
New Guinea, which Indonesia acquire

| 20 years ago.

cnar—— T et i —————CT
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Smclalr stresses Indonesia llnk

“From JOHN SHORT

CANBERRA. — The Min-
ister for Defence, Mr Sinclair,
announced yesterday that Aus-
tralian and Indonesian defence
forces would undertake joint
exercises in the future,

Speaking at Brisbane Airport on
his return from Indonesia, Mr
Sinclair said: “The development and
maintenance of good relations
between Australia and Indo:nes;’a is
a prime defence policy objective.”

He said arrangements had been
made for joint exercises between
elements of the Indonesian Armed
Forces and the Australian Defence
Forces.

. The Minister was accompanied
by the Secretary of the Department
- of Defence, Mr W. B, Pritchett, and
" the Chief of Defence Force Staﬁ
Air Chief Marshal, Sir Nevxlle
McNamara.

The Minister attempted to pla-

cate any fears of the Indonesian
Armed Forces — particularly con-
cern over border intrusions into
Papua-New Guinea from Irian
Jaya.

Mr Sinclair said: “At no time
did we see any signs of aggressive
intent towards Papua-New Guinea.

“Discussions were held on border
intrusions and we were assured
that as a result of the visit by the
Papua-New Guinea Foreign
Minister a few .weeks ago there is
now a  better understanding
between the Government of Papua-
New (Jumea and that of
Indonesia.” :

The Minister also said: “Per-
ceptions of Indonesia are often in-
accurate. Indonesian Armed Ser-
vices .indeed have a dual role —
first in  national defence and
secondly, and in the Indones:an
eyes at least as 1mportantly,
assisting  in economlc and social
development.”

East Timor had a severe drought

but there was no evidence of starva-
tion or famine, Mr Sinclair said.

He said the drought could cut
the March harvest in half, but food
distribution was being adequately
handled by the Indonesian Govern-
ment,

He said Fretelin, the ' guerilla

} group which had fought Indonesian
| troops since 1975, had been more
: or less integrated into the local

community.

Mr Sinclair said cultural dlffer-
ences and Indonesia’s military
government had led to a lack of
understanding of Indonesm by some
Australians.

However, as Indonesia had 158
million people and was a close
neighbour, it was very much in our
defence interests to encourage rap-
port between the two countries.

- This year Australia would slightly
#rease its defence aid to Indonesia
ahder the defence co-operation pro-
gram to $10 million.

There. would also be an extension

of cxxstmg projects, mapping ‘and
surveying, supply of Nomad air-
craft and patrol boats and training
of defence personnel in Australia,
Mr Sinclair said he had also
asked for and received permission
to visit Atauro island.
“Descriptions of the island as a
concentration camp are not
accurate. There is no barbed wire
or forced confinement. Although
the dcgcumstances of living arc ot
He said there was some"'
Australian  journalists,  virfusffy
banned from Indonesia in recent
years, would be allowed back in.
“I raised with the people respon-
sible for journalists, with the Min-
ister for Information, about allow-
ing a select group of )ourna.llsts if
not all journalists, back in,” he said.

_ ﬁhuc seemed tc be sympathy

_ e secnons of the Government

" PAGE 6: Editorisl — Defence
aid for lndoneda. :
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v BRISBANE: Reports of famlne in East Timor due
to a severe drought were false, the Minister for
Defence, Mr Sinclair, said on his return yesterday
from a six-day visit to Indonesia.

He said relations between Indonesia and Papua
New Guinea appeared to have improved with no sign
of aggressive intent from Irian Jaya.

He said he was satisfied his visit to Indonesia had
helped promote 2 better understanding between Aus-
tralia and its closest ASEAN neighbour.

East Timor was suffering from a severe drought
and it was estimated its March harvest would be only
about half what had been expected, he said.

“I believe the food situation is being adequately
managed,” Mr Sinclair said, as food was being stored
by the Indonesian authorities.

He said his visit to Irian Jaya had revealed no sign
of aggressive intent toward PNG. -

Discussions had been held on border intrusions and
he had been assured that a better understanding
between the two countries existed after a visit by the
PNG Foreign Minister to Indonesia a few weeks ago.

bl
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6 MONDAY, JANUARY 31, 1983

Defence aid for

Indonesia

THIS COUNTRY’S island-continent
characteristics —- vast coastline, exten-
sive.séa approaches, varied climate and
terrain — make it exceedingly difficult
to attack. The only two nations in the

world able to offer it a massive, sus-
tained conventional threat, let -alone a
nuclear one, are the Soviet Union and
the United States. The USSR is only
likely to threaten Australia, with a view
to continental conquest, in a world so
radically changed as to give Australia
a strategic significance it now does not
have and is unlikely ever to have. What
would be the motive for such an attack?
What end would it have in view? Aus-
tralia’s defence, bedevilling its choices
of competing equipment systems and
force structure, is regional. Even in
this context restraints operate against
regional powers becoming expansionist
or great-power proxies. Our South-East
Asian neighbours are now sovereign
States and increasingly bound together
in a web of social, political and
economic relations. None of this denies
that a regional threat might arise but
it is likely to mature very slowly and,
provided we are alert, to give a reason-
‘ably long warning time.

Regional threat, in fact, is a
euphemism for Indonesia. On that
country, because of its numbers, its
resources, its proximity and its perceiv-
ed track record in respect of Irian Jaya,
confrontation and East Timor, so many
Australian fears, on the Left and the
Right of the political spectrum, tend to
fixate. It is true that Indonesia is re-
furbishing its run-down  defence
capability. It now has some amphibious
vessels, a troop transport capability and
an archipelago surveillance capability in
its 737s. It has somg short-range
fighters and intercept aircraft, missile-
equipped. )

Nevertheless, Indonesia’s slowly im-
- proving military position is heavily
biased towards a defensive rather than
offensive role. Its forces are in fact very
modest, in numbers and firepower in re-
lation to the defence and security needs,
including anti-piracy requirements, of a
nation of 150 million people occupying

a huge, sprawling archipelago of 12,000
islands. Any change in Indonesia’s
present generally co-operative attitudes
to Australia on a number of levels to

one of hostility would not occur over--

night or in isolation. A change of that
nature would quickly distort its regional
relations, especially with ASEAN.
Australia would not be the sole target
of Indonesian hostilities nor the only
regional country to begin looking to its
defences. Indonesia, in any case, looks

north to its enemies, not south. Its fears

for the future lie in the strains caused
by Sino-Soviet rivalry over Kampuchea,
in the underlying tensions of northern
Asia, in the increasing global reach of
the USSR, and in growing US insistence
that Japan spend more on defence. -

In this situation, Mr Sinclair’s
visit to Indonesia, the first by an Aus-
tralian minister to East Timor and Irian
Jaya, is timely. His offer of increased
defence aid, to include Attack Class
patrol boats, more positions for Indo-
nesian defence personnel in Australian
training courses, provision for Indonesian
observers at future Rimpac exercises
and further support of thg¢ Australian
Nomad and Sioux helicopter programs
in Indonesia is sensible, not least be-
cause Australia also seeks to sell more
to Indonesia’s modest defence industry.

In answer to critics of Australia’s
Indonesian defence aid program, now
running at $10 million annually, several

things need to be said. Not one of the

aid items could be redeployed against
Australia effectively. The program,
possibly expanding later to include a
modest bilateral defence industry deal,
gives the Australian Government im-
portant access to Jakarta’s defence
organisation planning and ° strategic
thinking. It would be a mistake
to overestimate the benefits of the
present thaw in  Australian-Indo-
nesian relations; we need to go slowly.
But Australians should realise that a re-
laxation in tensions would not even have
been possible if Australia had not main-
tained its aid program, including the
defence component; . throughout  .the

“period, and despitethe straigg, of. 1}

East Timor crisis.
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in Timor is
Portugal’s fault,
says Sinclair

' From DAVID BROADBENT

BRISBANE. — The Defence
Mitiister, Mr Sinclair, yester-
day blamed serious food short-
ages in East ‘Timor on *400
years of neglect” by Portugal
before the country was taken
over by Indonesia.

Mr Sinclair, the first Australian
Minister to visit East Timor since
the Indonesian invasion, said
drought had halved the country’s
expected harvest and Indonesian
authorities were already prepar-
ing food distribution. - oo

But - Mr Sinclair said reports
that East Timor was suffering
severe famine were false. “Those
who say East Timor is in the
grip of a famine have not pro-
duced any evidence to support
that claim,” he said.

“While there is concern about..
the availability of food for dis-
tribution around the provifice,
Indonesian authorities already

_have food in store at both- Dili

“and other centres in Timot, I be- "

lieve the food situation is.being
adequately ‘managed.

“If there is an indictment of
the situation in East Timor.it is
the product of 400 years’ neglect
by the Portugese administration.”

Mr Sinclalr said the “extri- .

ordinary efforts” Indonesian auth- ..

orities made to allow him to visit
East Timor and Irian Jaya showsi
ed their desire to maintain close -

felt threatened in any way or at
all apprehensive on the island,”
Mr Sinclair said. '

Mr Sinclair said he was sure
living standards on the island
were no worse thap.in some- other
parts of the couftry, including
the slums of the eapital city.

He said it was Australia’s view
that the people on the island
should be returned to.the main-
land as soon as possible-and that
this was already héing done,

He said that at.the end of De-
cember last year there were- 3800
people on_ the island, incliding
children. More than 300-had. been
returned to the mainland the day
before he arrived.

After spending two days in
East Timor Mr Sinclair spent a
day and a half in Irian Jaya
where he said he saw no “signs

- of - aggressive intent towards

Papua New Guinea”.

Mr Sinclair said military com-
manders along the border assured
him there was ngw much better
understanding between them and

“hot _pursuit” v
rebels were over. -
Mr, Sinclair said ¢ 8

fence relations. He said ar

ments had been made for joint
exercises between sections of both
countries’ defence forces.

and harmonious relations .with
Australia. = |

He said it was vital for Austra-
lia to have esxtremely good rela-
tions with the closest and most
populous ASEAN nation and that

. Indonesian officials were sensitive
to “unbalanced criticism” from -
the Australian media.

But he said there would soon
‘be moves to allow visits by Aus-
tralian journalists as a result of
his talks with Indonesian leaders.

“I am convinced that every ef-
fort is being taken by Indonesian
authorities to develop the coun-
try. Many in Australia have an
inadequate understanding of the
wagnitude of the tasks of nation-
building confronting the Indo-
nesian Government,” he said.

Mr Sinclair said Indonesian au-

: ‘thorities had agreed to his request
to inspect conditions on Atauro
Island,.a “re-settlement camp” for
known - opponents - of “the Indo-
nesian regime. , ‘
Mr Sinclair said reports that
the island was like a concentra-
tion camp were wrong. The “cir-
cumstances of livin >
cod but he said
‘barbed’ wire or

ment’ L
. Mncluded in’

female :secretary

———————
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