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In December 1973, just ten days afier
declaring its independence from
Portugal, the tiny southeasr Asian
country of East Timor was invaded
by its neighbour Indonesia. In the
decade-and-a-half since, 250,000
peopie — over a third of the indige-
nous Timorese population — have
been killed. Genocide and masive
human rights violations — every-
thing from rape to indiscniminale
killings to forced abortions — go on
to this day. But so does the struggle
for freedom of the East Timorese
people. i is largely the support of
couniries like Canada that allows
Indonesia fo maintain ifs occupation.

East Timor Update is a monthiy news
service ediied in Toronio by the Easi
Timor Alert Network. Reprinting is
encouraged, bui please credit Easi
Timor Update. Contaci the

Nermwork for more informanon:

National/West: 104—2]20 West 441h.
Vancouver BC, VoM 2G2.

Teronto: PO Box 562. Station P,
Toronto. M3S 2T1.

Orntawa: 2760 Carosei Cres. #511,
Ouawa Ont.. KIT 2N2

Eastern Ontario: 217 Glengarrv Rd..
Kwinston Oni., K7M 3J6.

Western Ontario: Dr Peter Eglin.
Wilfred Laurier Universiry, Waterloo
Ont., N2L 3C5.

Québec: 1375 Sherwood Cres.. Town
of Mount Roval, Que., H3R 3C8

Action of the Month

Following the massacre of last Nov. 12
in Dili, East Timor, hundreds of survivors
were arresied and accused of “provoking™
Indonesian soldrers in firing on the crowd.
In Dali, 37 are still imprisoned: thirteen
?Indc:rls dre 1o go on tnal shortly for “being
mvolved™: four of these are charged with
subversion, which carries a maximum
penaity of death. These show trials make 3
ﬂlrfka_-gofmyprclm by Indonesia to be
purushing the soldiers who ordered the
massacre.

Please appeal (or the release of al)
Tumorese prisoners, especially those
dmy with subversion (Gregorio da
Cunha Saldanha, Francisco Mirands

¥ ( I'.lAﬂMl. And if you're a student,

Peace ship
makes waves

Foreign joumalisis have been banned
irom East Timor by Indonesian mulitary
authonlies, and “scores™ of arrests of young
Timorese are being reported in preparation
lor a “'peace shup that plans to land in Easi
Timor in early March. The Portuguese and
international students on board the Lusitania
Expresso plan to lay flowers on the graves
of massacre vicums at Santa Cruz cemetery
in Dily, the capital of East Tunor, where
Indonesian soldiers gunned down as many
as 200 unarmed pro-independence demon-
strators last Nov. |2

The ship. which left Portugal last
month, is carrying former Portuguese
President Antonio Ramalho Eanes (a former
army geperal who played a decisive rule 1n
securing democracy in Portugal after the
1974 revoluuion and was head of state irom
1976 10 1986). and over 100 students and

journalisis.

The Ontanio Federauon of Students has
scnl representauve Genevieve Appleton, a
[iim student at Ryerson Polytechnic, on the
“Peace in Timor Mission.”

In the weeks il has taken the Lusitaniz
Expresso get from Portugal to the South
Pacific, Indonesian authonties expelled
Amencan joumalisi Peter Goodman from
East Timor and announced the territory was
being “temporanly™ closed to foreign
journalists for the first ume since 1989
Brig.-Gen. Theo Syafei, military com-
mander for East Timor, set up a ““special
task [orce o safeguard the peoplc’s
sovereignly and state from being under-
mined and provoked by the amval of the
Portuguese ship.” — a task force that has
already launched a new wave of arrests.
according (o sources in East Timor

With some members ot Indonesia’s
rubber-stamp parliament calling for the ship
o be “sunk™ if it enters Timorese waters,
fears of further violence are running high.

Canada lifting sanctions?

Canada may soon restore suspended
economic aid to Indonesia, Exiernal Affairs
Minister Barbara McDougall said after
meelng Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali
Alatas in Ottawa on Feb. 24. | can sec .
ume when we would alter the policy we
have taken regarding aid.... We believe the
govemment of Indonesia is very strongly
attempling to come (0 grnips with the
situauon. ™

Canada suspended $30 nullion in
govermmeni-lo-government aid in December
10 protest the Santa Cruz massacre, while
leaving existing aid untouched. In 1991,
Indonesia was third among all recipients of
Canadian aid, getting $46 nullion.

McDougall also accepted the repon of
an Indonesian government inguiry into the
massacre. The inquiry panel, donunated by
retired soldiers, called massacre victims the
“perpetrators of the violence. lis report has
been rejected by Amnesty International as
“latally Mlawed and unacceptable.”™

Alatas has scaled down a hugh-profile

damage-control tour to Western capitals in
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Genevicve Appleton (left with camera) at picket of Indonesian con

Hlate. Torom

the wake of a public-relauons disaster las
month in London, when his news confer-
ence excluded all reporters with a Poriu-
guese passport and his officials refused to
accredit Jill JollilTe, a correspondent for the
London Sunday Times who has written
extensively on East Timor. In Washington,
Alatas’ news conference was by invitation
only,” while a joint appearance by ASlatas
and McDougall in Outawa was kept a secret
untl shortly before 1t happened.

However, ETAN made sure the other
side of the story was told. by organizing
demonstrations at both Indonesian consu-
lates in Canada. In Vancouver and Toronto

protesters laid flowers and poured blood in
memory of the hundreds who have died in
East Timor since November and the more
than 200,000 Killed since Indonesia invaded
i 19735. Both the opposinion parues called
on McDougall 10 keep the aid suspension in
place and imposc new sanclions.
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“The tragedy of East Timor s one of the
most temble of the modem penod. The
shamelul complicity of the Wesl is relieved
only by the work of small numbers ol dedi-
cated activisis, who have kept the issue
alive, brought the story to a wider public, and
pressured their govemments to live up to the
pnnaipies they profess. The East Timor Alert
Network has been outstanding among such
groups. Its work has already saved many
lives, and il they can bnng others (o join
them, may yel bang about a day when the
peopie of this tortured land will enyoy the nght
o sell-determinabon for which they have
struggled with such courage *

— Noam Chomsky

Can you heip? Please send donabons to

ETAN, 104—2120 Wes! 44th, Vancouver BC.
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More atrocities reported
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Indonesian soldiers last Novemibes
reached the outside world. in the form
hdﬂd’t‘hﬂl[\.f} note lrom a2 | s [ese ¢
ness. Accordine Ne |

* 1839 Timorese were klled by
soldiers at Santa Cruz cemeterv on |
:\'1'3"*- ember.

* 36 were buned collecuvely in Hera
A large number were buried in mass
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eraves in [aci-tolu and Tibar

* More than iwenty were cremated m 2

tank 1n the mulitary hospital in Lahane

" A large number of voung people. boys and
eirls. were raped and killed.
* On |4 November, four boys an
eiris were murdered in Fatw-ahy. This was
witnessed by many peopile in the area

* On 13> November, five young people were
murdered in Kai-koli, Daili. The bodies bad
been cut 1n pieces and stacked into five bags
and thrown nto the water. Witnesses
reported this o the local Intemmational Red
Cross delegate.

* On 2/ November, nine vouths were Kalied
and their bodics camed to Ho—

* On 28 November, it had rmined heawily. A
box containing 20 human hearts was found
by local people in the nver near the Salesian
Mission Bispo Madewos. li had been
washed down the nver {rom the hospatal
backyard following the loreniial @aan

* On 30 November. Indonesia ouidary cat |
ofT the cars of a 19-year old becaase he dad |

not have an idennty card |

ACT tor Disarmament (Qakwille) has
just launched a petition campaign for East
Timor, wath the goal of collecting 3,000
signatures in Halton Regron (about 1% of }
the regron’'s popalation). Supporiers i ,
Qakwille, Burlington and the rest of Halwon |
are encouraged © contact ACT OQukwille u
(416) 8444453 And we encourage simelar
local mnat ves wherever yvou are’ A
petition texi is available from ETAN or
from Ray Funk MP (House of Commons,
Quawa Oni, K1A OAS)

: : |
Oakville petition drive t
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