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East Timorese refused diplomatic protection 

On 23 JLtne, seven East Ti111orese ¾1/10 have been on tlze rt,n fro,11 tlze ar111J1 i11ce tl1e Santa Cr1,z

tnas .. acre in Nove,nber 1991 sought protection at the Finni h and S,vedisJ1 e11zbas. ies i,z Jakarta bt,t

both e111/Ja5;sie, ¾'ere anxious to get theni off the premises as qt1icklJ1 as po.. ible so a 11ot t<) enda,zger

their profitable l>u.\·iness ties i-vith Indonesia. 

Four of the men, lementino Faria, Manuel Brito Xime­
n , 0 car (Joncalve da Sil,·a and Venture \'alentino de 
Cone i ao. ought protection at the Finnish cmb�y. V-'hile 
the other three, Florencio Anunciacao Fernandes, Pro­
flrio da Co ta ou,,eira and Jose �f anuel de Oli, eira 
Sousa went into the wedish emba sy. All are etween the 
age of 20 and 27. 
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Condition for the four al the Finnish embassy \.\'ere 
particularly oppre ive. The) were pre entcd from entering 
the emba ) proper and kept in a recephon-room t separated 
only by a glass wall from troop who were on guard. 
Within �-! hours, the four E:1 t Timoresc h d been pr1;vaile<l 

11, tltr t u, tlrt w dish Embassy: From IJ lo R: Profiru, tla 
t"Jb,.,,,:uv Flor, ,rcio Anuncuicao Fernande and Jost 

ta M l tla Olnitira SoUStl.
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' I, , , i ll the tun 1h tn 1h 1 , , ,  \ ' ari il the

i \ \ ,zr 1 1 q ,J 1  l.'; th<, t l\ 'r \ lgn a , ta tr111 n t  {/ifJ T

\ \ r ,1 11 "l t,1 ( i, ha \ C  p • r q . .\'(t,: J ,n f fu ,' l fl "s  IO do

\ r 1 u1g t h, t thc v i.ve rl! not in good he a l t h ,  t hey  ended
1 lh 1h \ , rd:- · "P le.1� • do a i l  you c.1 n tu try to get us ou t

of l.n lt1n ·, 1 .  :,,.;: fe l  . "
The N llCR's  unhelpn1I role 
The three aL accused the loc,11 UN H igh Commission for
R fu� e 1cprcsentat ive of pu t t ing pre. sure on them to sign
a taten1ent prepared by the embassy staff and the mil itary .
[n an i nt erv iew later \\'i th a Jakarta dail y ,  the agency' 
represen tat ive in Jakarta. David Jan,ieson , insisted that the
t: HCR has no ro le to play in such an affair, arguing that
it cou ld not intervene on behalf of persons claiming refugee
status 11

\\
·hen  they are in the ir own country" .  This contra­

dicts the UN's offic ia l position which has never  accepted

[ndone ia's c la im to have  integrated East Timar;  the UN 's
position  means that Ea t Tirnorese in Indonesia are in a
fore ign country and are the refore e l igib le  for consideration
as refugees under the 195 l UN Convention on Refugees. 

:\ change in UNHCR policy is certainly ca l led for and is
understood to be under considerat ion . 
Although they remained resolute , the three in the end

decided to l eave t he S\\'edish embassy , primarily  because
they \\'e re given to be l ieve that t hey wou ld be able to leave
[ndonesia \\' i th  the assistance the Inte rna t ional Red Cross
(ICRC) '-''hich has helped many East  Timorese go abroad
either for family re-unification or for humanitarian reasons.

The statemen t  they \Ve re requ ired to sign guarantees that
they wil l '' not be subject to any persecu t ion , interrogat ion

1 intimidat ion or arrest or similar act ion as a cons equence of
(a) their stay at t he Swedish embassy , or (b) their actions in
the past , with the exception of any criminal offence covered
by the Indones ian Criminal Code (KUHP) such as theft,
rape or the l ike " .  I t  was a lso agreed that the three  "shal l
have fu l l  freedom to contact Mr Princen and the Swedish
embas.5y at any t ime with a v iew to assuring the proper
funct ion ing of this agreement " . 

The three were taken to the home of Haj i  Princen and
have been  under his pro tect ion ever since .  The t iny house
:here Princen l ives has been under constan t  surveillance bymte l '  agents who have made many intrusions into thehouse . One intrusion occurred when an Australian televisioncameraman v.,e nt there to interview the three Timorese · thetroops tried _unsuccessfulJy to confiscate the tape. , Onanother occasion , the three returned home from an outing 
with P�cen to fmd a soldier in their room.  Althoughcomplamts have been made to the Swedish embassy ,  i t  has led only  .to a temporary re l�xat ion ,_ with the spies movinga short d1sta�ce away bu t stilJ J urkmg in the vicin ity .  In Ju ly, Prmcen was able to take the four  Timorese away�om t�e home of Lopes da Cruz where they were l ivinglilce p�1soners and moved them to Cililitan, under theprotect ion of a Dutch Catholic pries t .  AlJ seven have registe red their names at the Jakarta officeof the I��<? to leave I:ndonesia and the agency has acceptedrespons1b1hty to work towards that goal .  As in all cases ofdepartur_e under the tCRC programme, approval of theIn�ones1an gov�rnment is required . All seven, along withPnnccn , are . resigned to the fact that this will take time . [nthe mean�·hile, they are l iving a very precarious existence .

IJ 11 .  i 11<". s i r1 tcrc�ts t11 kc 1 > 1  cct·d n 

,\ft r t he S \\'C lh h en1l , • y h,1< ! 1 1 <.i 1 t , I f of  tt t in 
Tirnor \! t h ' t: h, r�e d\ t f.i ir W nt ou t of Ju --. W 1 y I ( }  t h  I

l ' • II' 

the Jak ,1rl a  mil i t .1 ry con1m� ndc 1 to1 lus ' ( • Ctf r t tv 
col labor.it ion even to t he exten t  t hat  the mihtary c un ­
mander hin1scl f  took a persona l hanu in the n a l te r" . {Media 

!ndonesta , 6. V{ l . 1 993 J 
The unseemly eagerness of the Swedish nd Finni h

cmbas.sies 10 ge t rid of t he i r  unwanted guest. can on ly be
explained by the two countries' extensive bu. iness interesL�
in Indones ia . Accord ing to Stockholm-based journaJL t 
Alfred de ·ravares, t he asy lum bad cou ld hard ly  have come
at  a more embarrassing mon1ent for Sweden whose govern­
ment had j ust been celebrating a deal with Indonesia worth
$ 1 .5 bil l ion  for the Swedish mul t inat ional ,  ABB. to build
three power stations in Indonesia . Sweden's leading
weapons producer, Bofors, has longstanding Jinks wi1h
Indonesia, in particular for the , supply of guided missiJes. 

Last September, the two countries signed an agreement on
the protection and promotion of investment . Direct econ -
omic aid to lndonesia has been smal l because of the
controversy su rrounding fmancing a regime that is disqual­
ified under Swedish l aw from getting aid because of its
human rights record .  The government gets round this by
channel Jing aid through the Nordic Investment Bank owned
by Sweden , Norway , Denmark, Finland and Ice land .  which
has provided $ 1 50 mil l ion  in aid to Indonesia since 1978 . 

FinJand's business interests in Indonesia are rel ated mainly
to timber and the paper and pulp industry . This includes
funding through FINNIDA, the government's overseas a id
agency of the supply of seedlings for timber estate projects
and consu l tancy agreements for paper and pulp  projects.  A
joint investment project in Cirebon, C.CntraJ Java, wil l
provide a market for Finnish equipment to a newsprint mill .
[Pulping the Rainforest , Specia l  Report No. 1 of Down to
Earth, Ju ly  1991 ] 1t 

Seven persecuted men 

• Clementino Faria Oliveira was arrested in October1989
1 

aft�� taking � in the demonstration during thePope s V1S1l to East Tunor. Released three months }atcr he was �der constant s.urvcillancc and had several clos;shaves Wl�. the_ �rity forces trying to re-arrest him.A:ftcr participating m the 12 November demonstration his . home was raided by troops hunting for him. H;decided to kavc !or. Jakarta where he wu in hidin untilhe entered the Fmnish embassy on 23 June. g 

• Mateus Brito Ximenes took part in a demonstrationwhen �e US _amb�dor visited Dili in January I 990 follo?g �h1ch he had to give up bis studies t , technical hi� school . in DilL He suffered guns�o;·wounds dunng the Santa Cruz musacrc· alon withseven others, he went to �c Motacl clinic for tre!tmcnt�ut le� . the next day fca nng an army attack and wemfa\; ����- After recovering, he travelled to Jakarta in
• Oscar Goacalv� da Silva's entire family has beenunder threat_ever smcc the 1975 invasion of East Timor After atten<ltng the Santa C,uz demonstration, his fami) ·
::��r even greater danger so he decided to esca;

ar 

I 



h) ) rt in t he e t11ou-
in tl i ,  11\J h ld to 

u ht h , th lo1nt I nt Hi-
I . 11c .._ d l  · \\ 1unded t the ma ·­
d, ... ov xed in hl '- i .  Ile th n 0 d :from 

the ot .. t � 1 ini , n i w. t ken in h '  nun. ,m \ •her 
. f, h re th • tr ted hirn for e ight n1 l1nths. H left 
a..,,<;>,;,t i:n1or i.n Ju l  · 1 9._ nd in Jaka t, t:ontinued to b • 
h un d · 'intc l ' . 

o ncio \nun i a ) i:; ernande-s \\' , s • red for (1001

the g nf i)Zht hy a pric t .  He h.X>k courst at th  
Univers1t , o t  Eru t ·r1ntor and bee n,e , s 1st n t  n,anager 
of Hote I Tur ismo. l-

f

c bandoneu his :stuJie� after taking 
part in the Santa C:ruz dcmon�t ra t iou . F cling under 
threat �f1cr th  t, he and t ·o hroth rs fl d lo Kupang . 
Th hou · �•�1e they \\ re tu.king r f uge ,va� sur­
rounded b troops 1d lh ir host . Luis Xavier G. 'J.'h 1,

was crested an I b. s not t,e(".n heard of since . he uext 
day Florencio 11e<l to Ja},;ar1a . 
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vi! itcd l 
lmpri neJ 

\ I n tin1 
\ u r nd , 

t i  I 
rr t <l . 

t r 1 th 
un Jur Jed

Fretihn b nncr  l · A i
for two n1t1nth h('. ,u del'\\enl  , n:, ... t i1 1 nl I rtu 1e 1 d 
w ott n J n ,cd fi d !li I t r nd her hush nd h,
live. in  Lo� Pat . "'e re < fl n inl in11dated hile he v.·
und('r arr� t . 1\f1 er hi. r I • his c '- r ' nt\ c w . 
me: nito, d by th� curil � . 'Jlns fl r I hia1 tu le v, for 
' up n 1n M. • 1 q 1 d then o t :-1  J .  k ,. i t  in Ju ly . 1-l 

is the onJy 011 f th  v 1 '.\.' hll di<l no t t rt i 1 the 
Sant Cru . k:n1on tra l ion . 

• Jose l\tanutl d 01 1 ir Sou � ped fr• 1n lhe
S nta Cruz mas.sa r without :icing " u dc<l. Latrr,
troop buI t iu1o hi hon1e to arte t him • nd hi brt Oier .
The hoth csc.apcd but g()t p rated .  He h , CDntact
with hL brother and ha had no new lr m him cv r

, 
StnC<: , 

UK-Indonesia ties surge ahead 

In ll1ne I 9�i, Britain 1
" r<!lations �i1it!1 lnrl<>ft ia reached an i1,1prt c de,,t ·d l l' /. Brit,, in fl 

coz,nt,;: 's largest ar111s sz,pJJI icr, \\1itl1 tli > fintil co11tra, t for ... 4 flaivk;_ sigrt t t ,., it/1 Britis}i A 
It <i f.c;lJ a,c:,rcetf to lln unJJara ll£· led i11 crea c iti it ann1ial ,1i,J (()1111n itm ,, t t<J l11done 'ia. 

'lr11 1 t}rat  
T() .. pl C

While the issue of human righ ts \\'as being trampled on at 
the UN flu1n an Rights Co11fc rcnce in Vienna ,  i t  was I ing 
do\vngradcd more concre te ly by deve lopmen ts in Bri tain 1s
relat ions \V i 1h  Indones ia .  On June 1 0. I3rit ish Ac rosp, ce 
final ly anuounccd i ts contract wi th I ndonesia for 24 f{ \\'k 
trainer/ground at tack a ircraft ,  v.·orth £500 n1i l l ion  incl uding 
spare parts and techn ica l  t ra ining. Def cnce .. ecrct. ry 
Ma1cohn Rifkind ,  after  visi t ing Jak, rt , in May to . · ,1 1  the 
deal , said i t  ,vas 'sp le nd id news for Drit ish 1\c rospacc ' .  

M,1ny Ori t ish press report, [ocusi.:d on the cont roversy 
sparked hy the deal . "J/aH-'k dea l 11ro,1101e hu1n,1n ri.�hts 
row - Brita in accuseti of 'ch cring on ' lndoncsian 1n ilitary 
as R1fkind hails £5<XJ,ri ort.f<�r " ran t he Guardian hccttl l ine . 
The Jn,fe1,en ,ien1 po int d ou t  tha l  in l Qgq as foreign 
secretary, John Major prevented the s.alc of l i a,.,.,.·ks tu lraq 
for fear they wou ld  he u cd against the Kurd . Thi time, 
ho�1cvcr, he . id he was ''de l ighted" at t he deal . Yet the 
Par1 ian1cn t ry N ·en1bly of t he Weste rn European Union 
rec ntl · passed a resolu t ion c H ing for a Cllu1p lch.: halt to 
aJ l  arn1s s.,Jcs to Indonesia .  

The l'ri t ish govt· rum --n t  gave fu rthe r su ppor t  lL) Suharto  at 
the Con. u l t a t ivc Group on Indonesia (CG I)  of JoflOT

count1ic · and organis, tions .  WhiJ • several count ries reduced 
their aid con1n1i tmen1s for the com ing year ,  Dri l ,1 i n  pledged 
250 per cent n1orc in aid, offe ring 8 1  mi l l ion, t h  l argest 
percen t age rise given by any country . 

111c. increase \\'as me1 \.V i t h deris ion in  t he I Iou - of l..AJcds. 
I.eading the dchatc �·as I_ord Judd ,  Opposi t ion spokes­
person on ove rsea. a id . "Wi l l  th  n1 in ist e r  co1nc <.· Jean'? Is 
this not a sad tory in which tr d and am1s export interests 
have t ke n precedence over human rights? . . . When wil l t he 
government change their rhetoric into tangible, effect ive 
pres. ur on the regime? " (Jlansard, 2 1 .Vl l .9 ). For the 
ovcmment ,  Barone. s halkcr aigucd that British a id w s 

helpin 1he poor in lndon sia' . 'fhe truth lie somewhat 
nearer h )me. lne govcmn1ent's de Jared policy i. to con­
idct counti ' human rights record wh n d iding on id . 

When 1 t om to In lone i. . h<>\\' v r. t here ha lw ys 
been re d in s to ignore this .  

Bu ines interests 

While the UK1
• high r aitJ ornu1 i tn11: nt w drc ed up as

a rew rd to I11donesia for pu rsuin ·, t i  h t  fi� ca l pol i  y , nd 
r ducing povert lev Is, it i '  in f. cl , J)ton,, tion fo B,itish 
economic interests in lndonesi. . • growi, g pre portion of 
Brit i.'-ih , id to lndone. ia is n1adc up of id and Tr d 
Prov i. ions (ATP) - conce. sionar loans ,tnd n1i cd ·t dit.s 
for the pu rc:h sc tlf f{ritL h g )Ods. [n l '  9 1/2, round h lf 
w ..-\'fP.  'l his y r ,  80 per cent •il l be ATP ii the form 
of a £ > miJ l ion  cuncessiun. ry lo:,n  for the ·on ·tru t i  n of 
a p<.1wer t ,tt ion in ... st K l in1, n t ,  n, to he contr, c tcd hl 
Brit i  h companies. ta.st K, l in1anta11 is " 1h .r nt, jor 1nin in 
projects ·il l  need a plen t ifu l  fKl\ ·e1 su pp ly .  K. l t i111 Prin1a 
Coal ,  whic h wil l  doub le i t:  1)U tpu t ov · r the next fe , a1

for 1hc c.-port m, rket ,  is h,1 lf o�•ncd hy · sub. idi. • of 
Briti�h Pet roleum. Th K l ian gold n1inc,  op r tcd by a1 
Austral ian subsidiary of th'-� l1rit ish R'fZ con1pan • pl. ns to 
divert the Keli n River to e ph.>it i t. r� nt discov 1y of 
go ld reserve . .  

The l�Jw r sector is one of sever, ) scc:tors to which Aid 
and Trade Provu ions h. vc be n · h, nne l lcd . It is • lso one 
in which ,  th D partment of Tr. de and lnt.lu ' try · ys .  'th r . 
arc cont inu ing go d pro. pcct.s for t rade ' ,  l'lr it i:h G \S h s 
ju. t on a t;Ontr. t to in ta l  en r tor in Seff)llU 1 , W ,:t 
Javat wh re • 72-ho lc •o l f  l ink is 110 d Juht 111 k ing h • v , 
dcn1 nds on t he region' .  pow � r  suppl y . 

Th , other area targeted h ll1 it in'. A'fi> i: l ntlo11 ·sia* 
communications infra ·tructu re ,  such roa Is, rail ,  I dio. 
bridg s and irports. Br it i h e ports to lndon si., ◄ t
dominated by c mJX1 1u:.n t:  f,>r u h p1ojc l : he, vy  • 1.  cb in­
e1y. tran. port and pow r gen rating cc1u ipm nt . 

I�1proving a ountry ' ,  infr 1stru t u rc is , . u 1 c y c f  
I ym the groundwork fl, r for ign invc:tntent .  1 be otl er 
ingredient  - ix1 li t ical st . bility - is 50 1n t h ing \\'hi h th 
Briti ·h ovtrnn1 .nt  has pu t much c l tort into d c 101 ir , . 
Selling ground- ttac • ircr. ft to , mil i t. r rcgiu lU t on ly 
·tr ngth n its oppr !<.Sivc n1 i ht ,  i t . rv , s , pubt i  ·
ymbol of Y:h t Bi ita in u uall • does thru 1gh · 1 nt Jipll -

m y ,  sending clear 111e s g uf suppt1rt f ) th n tu 1e and 
power of the .. uh r1u 1e i ine .  



G 

nor 

n 1 J I 
GO 

UT r s· tance 

d f 
C C 

0 

.. ,uub re r..L:11

e 1e P 

cti n l 
t Intern 

o Ju · f r �t or • 
• Q ........ , RETILI , P Chnsti 

n 

r 

....... ,.,r Free E un r J p u .._v,=iti • 
....... -n d th th 11 Inst , tc r [n m 

MO -

ti 

l 

u "

ture 

H 

de •in 
t e a .. -,,.., .Lu..u.;& ._,., ....

or 

one 

Ind 

jl. 

1 

e 

crm· e • 

ti 

D 

r,.. 

e ·1 

u r

' 11 

e 



met no-one who supports the occupati n 11

j ur11ali �r ,,,,h l
1i it eel East r;·mor in 11id-J une "'as deeply imp re.. ed b}1 the strength of fe :)li,ig

in t}z . ,,ntry1 again t the /ndone ian forces of occupatio11. He expressed a1n(1"ement at the con1inued

tr ngtlz of the resi ta,ice despite the heai )' hand of re pres ion. The nature of tlie repression had

beco111e a recruiting ground for the ar1,1ed re istance in the interior. 

In ar inter iew with TAPO� Reese Erlich, a freelance 
j umah · t from Oakland, CaJitomia, said he spent three days 
in East Timor \vithout he authoritie p ying any apparent 
attention to his presence. This enabled him to move round 
freely, talk to people - using Spanish - and vi it several 
village and to\\11s. At the end of the third day, he v.as 
approached by an official, accused of carrying out 'unau­
thorised journalistic activities' and told to leave for Jakarta 
the next 1noming. 

Erlich said he chatted to many people - in the streets, in 
the ma1kels and on buses - but did not meet a single 
Timorcse who supported the Indonesian occupation. The 
moment the conversation turned to anything serious, people 
were unanimous in their opposition to integration. 

He was particularly struck by his interview of Father 
Dominggus Soares in Ermera who agreed to talk on the 
record. Other priests were not willing to be quoted but all 
expressed opposition to the Indonesians and were in general 
sympathy with the resistance. 

Resistance confident of victory 
Erlich was able to meet a number of middle and upper­
level activists attached to the resistance in the central region 
and inte:viewed Ramon, a middle-level resistance council 
leader. "We want Christian socialism because all the 
Timorese are Catholics," said Ramon

y 
adding that the 

independent East Timor envisioned by the resistance would 
adopt the principles of European-style social democracy. 

Ramon told Erlich that the movement has about a thou­
sand people in the hills, 350 of whom bear arm . The 
resistance has twenty-four groups active in Dili. mostly 
among students and workers. It no longer hopes for a 
military victory. "In the military struggle alone, Indonesia 
will win. But in the political struggle, the victory is ours." 
They pin their hopes on international pressure to force 
concessions from Jakarta. Commenting on US support for 
the UN Human Rights Commission resolution condemning 
Indonesia, Ramon hoped Clinton would back up its vote 
\l.'ith action. "We don't need support in words but in deeds." 
[San Francisco Chronicle, 13.VII.1993] 

Erlich told T APOL that although the military presence 
was not over-conspicuous in Dili. as soon as one goes 
along the country roads and villages, soldiers are to be seen 
everywhere. He had come away from East Timor with the 
sense of a pervasive fear of spies and police everywhere. lt

was hard to fmd anywhere safe from the prying eyes of the 
security. 

r 

"We all fear for our safety" 
These excerpts are from Reese Erlich ts interview of Father 
Domingus Soare of the parish of Ermera: 

FRIENDS 

OF 

EAST 

TIMOR 

Q: What is the state of the coffee trade? 
Ermera i the richest district in East Timor mainly 

because of coffee. Before it ·as economically \\'ell off but 
now the region is disadvantaged because of the low price of 
coffee. Our coffee is exported by DENOK which I hear 
belongs to generals 'wvith stars. People are very upset. We 
have talked to those responsible about introducing a free 
market but this is very difficult to achieve because we are 
living under the monopolistic generals and in lndonesia, it's 
very difficult to oppose those who are higher up. 

Q: What is the impact of the arrest of Xanana Gusmao 
and his second-in-command on morale? 

Above al1 Xanana Gusmao is a leader of the Timorese 
people. He has al\J.•ays been seen as their leader. His 17 
years of \.\'Ork in the jungle put him in a very favourable 
position with the Timorese who are hoping for their 
freedom. The people see them as heroes who have fulfilled 
their duties and are now at the mercy of the enemy. The 
resistance has not died do\l.'n and has a new leader, Konis 
Santana. 

Q: Do you fear for your own safety, gi,·en the out­
spokenness of your ,·ie\\·s? 

Here in Timor we aJl fear for our safety and security. We 
see that when a Timorese has the opportunity to leave, they 
do so either through the lnternational Red Cross, or as 
business people with a lot of money. I myself am not afraid 
of death - today or tomorrow, it's all the same. The 
important thing is to defend justice for our people who have 
suffered enough. Dying today or tomorrow is of no conse­
quence to a priest; that's the least of my concerns. 

Q: What is the situation with the extent of the military 
presence? 

Here in Timor, their presence has always been a big 
problem. It was supposed to be the way in which they 
could control the Timorese as we have seen in the Novem­
ber 12 saga. They retreated when the world cried 'foul' so 
they tried other means. 

At the moment they are using a network of territorial 
command all over East Timor. In the villages they build 
houses, work on the rice-fields and visit vegetable gardens. 
They aim at c.onquering the people through their hearts but. 
they are just seen as an army presence who are armed even 
when they go to the fields. Their caring strategy does not 
melt our hearts because we ate people of strong will who 
won't be bought. What we want is our freedom. .. 

[Interview on ABC Radio, Indian Pacific, 5.VII.1993. Also 
broadcast on BBC Dateline East Asia.] 
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dur I 1,ftn , , tJi app al pro tlure for t/1 r on i t d 
n gro l)' nii hand! d ) tlie c urt . 

r · u1 tion in E. �t in, r seen1 set o 
f lit r tin the figure of .. ,. n. n Gusn1ao the 

·m ol f resL tan e 1 [ndon siJn rul . Thi i not t \'
,; 

\ ill ph., i ·aHy e ·tern1mat him, but thcv •ill turn him
int n )fl- r~ n. Th ) h pc l o to obliterate Ea t
Tim r - r i t n n, vement, the , 'R, � h pin in thi 

•a · t) remo' both him and it fr m li ing mem rY.
.,, J 

One p rt f thi_ tr t ... i t fabric.1te tory that 
� r n n Gu ·m o ha lodged plea for pre idential clem-
n ) . meanin th t he ckn \\ led es guilt This i total!; at 
, riance ·ith the .,,..,..,ition he adopted in hi defence plea 
nd i imp y no1 rredi le. ln his def n e ple , ·anana 
eclared· 

I reJ ct the competence of an_ lndone�·ian court to If)' 1n 
and ! f rt1cul r the jur di tio of tht.S court ,vhi h has 

e un I nred by force of rrns nd crimes corronitte 
gain t i • Jio,neland, E st Timor. 

If, a i e pected Pre idenl uharto announce a deduc­
tion in , ·anana's life sentence y.•ithin the next fe\.\' v.·ceks, 
lhe regin1e e. ·pect to curr; favour \�,,ith man · of its trading 
partners f r its dispJa; of 'genero it · and goody.·il]. [nter­
national r ure against the unjust and illegal sentencing 
of Xanana Gu mao h s steered clear of denouncing the trial 

uniav,ful and concentrated in tead on c.aJJing for 'Jeni­
enc •' r clemency. To its di credit, this y.•as the position 

ffici JI · taken by the European Communit;'s Council f 
finistcr , despite Portugal's strong condemnation of the 
rial a not only unjust but al o unlawful. 

• f ·stery urrounds Xanana
ince he • � undled int an army truck, blindfolded, af1er

being sentenced to life by an Indonesian court in Dili on l 
May 199 , Xanana Gusmao, leader of the East Timorese 
resi lance movement has been held incommunicado. 1either 
hi parents nor his si ters hav been aJJo ·e to vi it him 
and nothin i kno n about his present whereabouts. 

en • r n na rev al d that h1 alleged ompli n e ·th 
his apt '>''. 1nl a ru to en 1 him to pe · out m 
c urt, the ;trm •' trateg) e l Jod d in theiI fa c . Thi w1Jl 
cenainl · h ve Jed the BAI (mtelligen ) and op u 
(elite tr p ) units in •hose hand he h been h Id incc 
his apture l t ovem er to uni h him ith unimagina le 
sc eri1;. There ha e already been re rts trom lande tine 
sourc that Xanana h b en sc crel ' beaten in e the 
erdict. A report from a reliable source lhal cannot e 

named sa) l t • "anana is in a tate of mental disorienta­
tion and 'unable to speak coherentl • 1 • This ugge ts th t he 
has been given drug capabl of de troying hi abilit; to a l 
of his o n free v.riJJ. 
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On 4 June, the [ndoncsian !awy r udjono, \\1ho \\'a foisted 
on .. ran n hen he was in police cust d • in Jakarta a he 

earing on 5 Ma', , anana ann unced th t he no ]on er 
wanted Sudjono to def end him), announ ed that he had 
lodged a plea for pre idential clemency n X nana's half 
and ·ith .. "anana's perm· i n. There i n thing to hO\ 
that � � anana knov.·s an ·thing about his. Indeed, accord in 
to the BBC Worlt:i ervice, none f the plea documen 
lodged v.·ith the Dili district court by udjono bore. · anana's 
signature. The lawyer said he had done this bec�use it 'as 
the quickest v.ay to resolve the case, as appeals through the 
courts take months if ot ·ears to complete. 

''INDONISATION'' 

OF EAST-TIMOR .. 

T ere are many othe relevant practises c.urrent 
being im sed on East Timor, which although 
seeming insignificant,are in essence, part of 
Jacarta's plans. lh e practices interfere th 

Ph sical and cultural genocide i the policy that 
Indonesia as imposed in Timor sl ce the 
country as anne ed. 
There are more han sufficient grounos to 
sup rt e view hat p y ical genoci e is a f ac 
of eryda h e in East-Timar. not only by ay 
o ma.::.;;:,acre but so th ough the enforcement of
o r pr ctices such as the 'dely reported
Forced Sten 1z tlon P ogram" that the · men of

Ea -T1mo are ,ng subjected to, with the view 
uetng he country's birth rate. 

he 11ery e istance of the people, since the are, 
at a slo pace, destroying and tam nng with 
our customs, resut ·ng In the distortion of the 
original norms of our cultural entage. C anges 
affecting peop e's names, are example : from 

enrique to Hendry us, Carvatho-Tcharlatiu 
ose-Yusuf, Joao-Yo hanes, Atfrec:Jo.N rren-­

di u , and alien names such as Ali Mohamed 
Hudi. Dewi, Sodomo and Amir have bee added 
to the hst: the Timorese Lingua Franca, TETU 
has "borrowed" several rds trom the lndon� 
s·ans, in ,ts spo en form. 

TATA-MAI-LAU EWSLE 11 ER 
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• About 70 peop e thered in pro est on 
Au� 17 outside S rnpati Air. Organised by 
the East Tun or Acti n Group the day '3S Indo­
nesian Independence Day and marked the 
launch of the national campaign: .. Free Xan� 
Free East Timo, Boycott Bali ... Anyone \\ish-
ing to help or find out more about the campaign 
can contact Denis Yuen on 325 t 022. 
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• BALI Is the headquarters and centre for lndoneslan mtlllary operations

In East Timor. BALI ls atso notorious for Its prisons whlct\ detain and

torture East Timorese political prisoners. 8oycottlng BALI as tourist 

destination wlll send the message to the lndoneslan Government that 
Australians are informed and concerned. 

AVAIL,\BLE FROM FRIENDS OF EAST Tll\tOR 

BOOKS 

EAST TIMOR· A \\'ESTERN l\1ADE TRAGEDY !Mark Aarons & Robert 
Dbmml A concise coverage of the East Timor issue. The Left 
Book Club. Sydney. 1992. 96 pages. Paperback. 

lNDONES1A'S FORGO'l l'f;N \V • .\l{: The hidden history of East T1mor 
[John J. Taylor) Zed Books. Sydney. 1991. 230 pages. Includes 14 page 
chronology. Highly recommended. Paperback. 

DEATi-I IN DILf !Andre\v t\1c!\1i!lan] Hodder & Stoughton.1992 

TELLING: EAST Tll'viOR [Michelle Turnerl Personal stories 1942-1992 
• S\V U. P. 1992. 218 pages. paperback.

f� ST Tlt-.fQR: AN INTERNATION1\L RESPONSIBILITY C.I.I.R .. 1992 
28 pages. a brief and concise oveniew. 

CASSETTES 

EAST Tl!\-10R: Talk by Helmi Fauzi (90 min.} 1992. Helmi 1s an 
Indonesian intellectual and representative of the Indonesian Forum for 
l!un1an Di n1ty 

EAST TIMOR 1974-1982: Talk by Gordon ?-.1clntosh(25 min.}1993. 
Gordon was an ,\LP Senator from -1974-1987. He visited East Tin1or 
b fore �ind after the Indonesian invasion. (Includes notes). 

:' 0 CI-I.ARCE for cassettes - send SAE and blank cassette 
For full book list contact Friend of East Tin1or 
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