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War-Ravaged Timor Struggles Back From Abys;

By HENRY KAMM
Spectalto The New Yort Times

DIL1, East Timor — Slowly and pain-
fully this former Portuguese colony, an-
nexed by Indonesia after an invasion in
1973, is heading [rom war and {amine o-
ward the state of marginal survival that
was its lot through four centuries of co-
lonial rule.

The resettlement areas, in which
300,000 Timorese displaced by persistent
civil war and struggle against the invad-
ers are gathered, are crowded with mal-
nourished and sick people surviving on

In oase yout miowed i1 Tostorday was Hal Duchin’s mile-

relief supplies provided mainly by the
United States.

But in o four-day visit, including three
days of crisscrossing In a helicopter this
mountainous and nearly roadless island
350 miles north of Australia, a reporter
saw no sign of the widesprend starvation
that was prevalent untit food and medical
relie! beganarriving last September.

Those people who had been surviving
largely on edible roots, tree pulp and as
much rice, corn and tapioca as they could
cultivate in war and its Immediate after-
math are being fed regularly.

Signs of longaerrm  malnutrition
abound, but one sees few of the skeleton
women that relje! workers {ound when

they began their efforts. There are atill
children with bloated bellies protruding
over waists so thin that they.must hold up
their pants or lose them, but victims of
marasmus, the murderous dissase in
which the body begins to consume liszlf
for lack of other proteins, are no longer
apparemt.

The elfects of the malnuzrition, as well
as endemic malaria, dysentery, intes-
tinal parasites, tuberculosis and respira.
tory illnesses, continue to kill men,
women and children, but at a rate far
lower than before,
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Red Cross estimates that 5 to 10 people a
month die in each village where it works,
compared with 30 to 40 before. An Ameri-
can organization, Cathollc Rellel Serv.
Ices, estimates that there are 1,400 deaths
a month from all causes among the popy-
[ntion of 300,000 in the 150 resettlement
shies.

“There has been a remarkable im-
provement,” sald Francis Cariin, direc.
tor for Indonesia for the Roman Cathelic
retiel group, which is the only foreign or-
ganization besides the Red Cross that is
awthartzed by Indonesia to work here.

Minimal Forelgn Presence

Catholic Rellef Services is operating
program financed by the United States
Government at a cost of $11.2 millioa
from September through next April. The
Red Cross has received $1.8 million from
the United States. Australin is the other
major foreign contributor.,

The two organizations operate their

programs with a minimal foreign pres - :

First article of a series.

ence: Mr. Carlin shuttles between here

and Jnkarta, and the Red Cross is repre.

sented by a Swiss physician. Indonesta
. has been reluctant to allow foreigners to
| visit East Timor, which had a population
of 650,000.when the strife began, presum-
ably because of the continued refusal of
other nations to recognize the annexation
and because the United Nations has voted
annual calls for Endonesian withdrawal.

'}'he United States, In:‘l‘lﬁesln's i

Western supporter supplier ol
gam:. has not formally endorsed East
Timor's decolontzation without popular
sell-getsrmination of tts status, but it ac-
knowledges Indoneslan occupation as an
Irreversible fact.

The Indonesian armed forces appear to
have reduced Fretilin, o movement that
resisted the invasion and occupation and
controlled significant parts of the popula-
thon at lenst unti) 1977, to small groups of
guerrillas whose acuivity is limited to oc.
casional ambushes in the interior of the
{sland's eastern extreme.

' People Wha Rob fer Food®

“We are not saying these bands are
Fretilin,” said Col, Radjagukguk, terri-
torizl commander of what Indonesia now
calls the Province of East Timor, “They|
are people who rob for food. The people
only tatk about development. They are
against the guerrillas.”

War-Torn Indonesian Isle Struggles Back From

ssAqy oy

Children photographed last year in Lags, East Timor. Starvation was preva-
lent untll {od and medicine began arriving last September.

The process by which Indonesia has ac.|
complished the annexation and pacifica.
tion of the former colony remains en-
shrouded in partisan propaganda by both
sides. The Indonesians coniend, in the
words of the ty Governor, Francisco
Xavier Lopes da Cruz, when he briefed
three members of the United States
House of Representatives, that they ac.
ceded on July 19, !ﬁﬁ.wteglesub‘ym
people of East Timor to achieve “inde
pendence through integration*’ into Indo-

nesia,

Fretllin — the name is an acronym of
the Portuguess for Revolutionary Front
for an Independsnt East Timor — as well
a3 Timaress here and abroad who disa-
greed with the movement's tncreasingly
[eftist positions, charge that Indonesia!
subdued East Timor by brute force, using

| nat only superior military might but aiso
| starvation.

The vast majority of Timorese are illic.
| erate and isclated from the warld by thelr
| locarion, the war and Indonesian restric.

tions, and they have been largely un-
| heard from,

Surveillance Was Close

This reparter, who welted two years for
perraission to visit, was allowed only lim-
jted freedom in travel to the interjor.

| Maj. Benny Mandallka of Indonesian
military intelligence from Jakarta was
always present, took notes during inter-
views not only with ordinary people but

also with Indonesian officials of Timorese
origin and often peered openly at the
notes the reparter was taking. Explaining
his actions when challenged, he sajd: ']
must stay with you so you get the right in-
{formatton. My boss told me to go with you
wherever you go. Il you interview the

J man in the sireet you may get the wrong

information.”
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In the presence of Major Mandalika
and other officials and speaking through
| interpreters in the various languages of
' the island, the people of the mountain
tribes Interviewed at resetilement sites
appeared intimidated and blamed Freti.,
Itn for all the ravages they had visibly
suffered. Conversations in Dili with edu-
tated Timorese and non-Timorese resi-
dents, as well as conversations out of
Major Mandalika's earshot in the interi-
or, provided other accounts. While the
tull truth of the Indonesian donquest is
unlikely to be established in viw of the
highly partisan nature of most testimony,
the following occount represents a con-
Sensus:

By Dee, 7, 1875, the day of the Indone-
sian atrborne and navat invaston, Fretilin
governed the former coleny, from which
the Portuguese had withdrawn hastily in
August. It was (ighting a civil war
againat two other political groups sup-
ported by Indonesian troops nlong the
border with West Timor, a Butch colony
that had become part of independent In-
danesia. The invasion gave Indonesia
= pid succcszes in Dili and other
tion centers along the coast, but many of
the people withdrew to the interior. :

Preasure From Both Sides

Fretilin contends that the people fol-
lowed its truops out of ty and abhor-
renceof Indonesian cruelty. According to
the official Indonesian view, Fretilln
forced the exodus w the interior. The
least partisan sources believe that both
stdes brought pressure on the population
and that savagery with which they
conducted the war incited many toflee,

An anti-Communist Timorese digni-
tary said that at the outset the people
feared the Indonesian soldiers more than
Fretilin because the front maintained dis-
cipline over its I:Jer:;sl wmhl‘e u;u ; ue;

ed inwi oating, intim
[mm .gﬂﬂ;yum:uwrbmhen
' nnduuydldllﬁszom:"heexdaimed..

The dignitary charged, on the other
hand, that Fretilin forced le to stay
in the mountains even after Indonestan
officers had imposed greater discipline
on their troops and the largely nonpaoliti-
cal poputation was ready 19 return to the
villages and small clusiers of houses that
dot the Iigimy populated tslam:lhl o!ll.'i.llw
square miles, gn area somewhat larger
than land.

Dth:r:g:ll:swrw sald fear ?‘L Indnytz
slan rep against people who sta
with the Fredlin forces, even against
their will, detetred many from seeking
the relatively greater security and better
living conditions that the Indonesian sige
olfered. The continuing warfare, forcing
people (o be permanently on the move,
dm;lepled the cul{!va fields ﬂ
made many e t on
m.kammwnd fruit as they could
forage.

Heavy Casualties Reported

An Indanesian offensive early in 1977
brought heavy casialties on both sides
and drove the Fretilin forces farther into
the interior, carrying with them many of

| the people, who were then unable to reach
the lields they had planted,

Fretilin and its backers assert that In-
donesla used artillery and acrial bomb-
ing as well as napalm and rockets to de-
stroy the food base on which the front and
the population with it depended. Colonel
Rad contended that Indonesia
never its air force for anything but
transport in Timaor. “We da not have any.
thin% like the Americans in Vietnam to
bomb everywhere,* he remarked.

Witnesses reported that Indonesian

lanes indeed bombed and strafed Freti-
rinmmmem ruﬂ:nall;eu;ﬁ
began in the spring of 1978, but ey
not believe that crop destruction was the
purpase; rather, they sajd, the planes hit
tactical targeta,

The rugged hillsides, while bearing the
marks of traditionat stash-and.burn agri.
culture and the soil erosion that resuits,
in no way recall the war.devastated coun.
tryside of Indochina. Though the majar
towns, Dili and Baucau, shaw no signs of
heavy combat, villagers who recently re.

irned Lo their areas in the interior sald
they found many houses burned to the
qund. In the presence of Indonesian of-
[cials they prelerred 1o say that they did

not know who was responsible.

The 1978 offensive raised the food
shortage in the interior disastrously and
broke the Fretilin hold over the popula-
tion. In ever-increasing numbers the
starving and the ailing, wearing rags at
best, drifted onta the coasta) plain.

Although Indonesia, a major importer
of food, was cutstripped from the begin.
ning in ita capacity 1o teed the Timoress,
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[{ouses In Dili and Baucay, the two major tawns of East Timor, were sald (o
be burned by Indonesian troops after annexation of the island.
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rational assistance. Negotiations with
the Red Cross and Cathalic Reliet
dragged until April. In May the organiza.
tiens were fnvited to sur 2y East Timor,
bultnu iu:ul: until September for the relief
1o begin. !

How many lives were lost becausk of
the time lost, how many died in the war
and the attendant famine, are subjects of
speculation, Estimates frum anti-in:
stan sources reach as high as 300,000, In-;
donesian officials sakd that only a census,
which they plan for this year, would tell.
The Deputy Govermor, a Timorese who
until 1975 led a_political party that fa.
vered gradual Poruguese withdrawal,
sald preliminary surveys showed 60,000
people unaccounted for. Raman Catholic
clergymes, who continue to play an im-
portant role in a tertitory in which 40 per-
cent of the people are counted as practic.
ing Catholics, believe that 100,000 Timo-
rese have perished in war, from hunger
and from attendant illnesses, A relief of.
;lst:ol::):!J puts the present population at

Resettlement Program Invoked

The Iakarta Government has prepared
a resettlement program under which peo-

* ple are to be irstalled in larger proups

than was the Timorese tradition, Villages
are 1a be situated along the roads, where
the inhabitants will be accessible to pub-.
lie services such as education and health,
A specialist in Timerese agriculture said
that the plan Had been drawn largely for
strategic reasons, placing the population
Wwhere the Indonesian Army can cantrol
it. Strongly antl-Communist, he approves
of the political abjective of kez}:ing the
Ppeopie out of the reach of Fretilin rem-
nants.

- However, he said, Timor has never
been. miure thT;: Iurelly :;‘I;le to feed its
population. people have produced
their food by living In small Btgups and
exploiting all the arable valleys of the
rugged interior. The resettlement
profect, the specialist sald, will make
East Timor permanently dependent on
food imports., !

Although the international rellef pro-
8r2m is scheduled 10 end in April, most
experts believe that further assistonce
will be required. But Indanesia appears
less concerned than do reljef Organiza.
tions and experts such as Christian R.
Holmes, deputy director of the United
States Foreign Disaster Assiztance Of.
lice. Testitying belore 8 House subcom.
mittee in December, Mr; Holmes, who
had visited Timor, sald, My personal
judgment is that additional food, medi-,
cines and seed will be needed once the
rains end.”

Colenel - Radfagukguk, who as ares
commander is the principal power In the
former coiony, said, however, that if the
weather favored the com crop already
planted and the rice crop whose planting
was getting under way, the current atd
program would suffice,
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Timor AT A GLANCE

History

Until recent years Timor was divided.
into a Portuguese colony in the east-
emn part of the island and’d Duich,
later Indonesian, section in the west.
The Portuguese began to trade with
Timor about 1520, probably for san-
dalwood. The Dutch arrived.in 1613,
causing the Portuguese to move
eastward. Except for a British inter-

regnum in the early 1800's, the ar- .

rangemaent continued and the border
was formaily drawn in treaties etfec-
tive in 1852 and 1914; In 1350 Indo-
nesia, itself newly independent from
the Netherlands, took over West
Timor. The Portuguese, their over-".
seas empire crumbling, left in August
1975 amid a civil war between a fac-
tion that favored independence and
two groups given across-the-border
support by the Indgnesians, wha in-
vaded East Timor' in. full force in
. Decembar 1975,

Geography

A narrow mountainous island about
300 miles iong and 10 to 60 miles
wide, Timor, the largest and eastern-

most of the Lesser Sundas, lies-be-

tween the Savu and Banda Seas to
the north and the Timor Sea to the
south, 350 miles from Darwin, Aus-
tralia. East Timor, including two ofi-
shore islands, occupies 7,380
square mites and West Timer 5,760.

There are coastal plains, savannas

and high grazing lands, and the high-
aest peak, Mount Ramelau, rises
9,680 feet. Vegetation includes san-
dalwood, coconut and eucalyptus
trees.

Population .

Timor's aboriginal people, of largely
Melanesian stock, were pushed into
the mountainous interior when new-
comers of Malay and Papuan ances-

try settled along the coast. The great

majarity are illiterate. There is also a
Chinase community, and a few Portu-
guese remain stranded in East Timor,
The main religions are animism and
Roman Catholicism, and there are
Protestants, Moslems and Buddhists
among the population. In 1975 the
population of Portuguese Timor was
estimated at 650,000, but warlare
and famine have reduced that num-
- ber; current estimates vary, with re-
liet officials putting the figure at
550,000,

Economy

‘While most Timorese subsist on
slash-and-burn agriculture, the is-
land has aiso produced livestock and
tice. Its exporis, have consisted
mainly of coffee, along with copra,
tobacco, sandalwood, hides, colten
cloth, baskets and iran ornaments.

Tl
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RECENT JOURNALISM ON THE SITUATION IN EAST TIMOR.
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FAR FROM the tumult and passions
raised by the exodus of hundreds of
thousands of Indochinese and Afghan
refugess; far from the tug-of-war of
power blocks, the controversies
betwesn suatagists and diplomats,
and the conflicts over spheres of in-
fluence, a raca of paople is continuing
to perish amidst worldwide in-
difference end practically ignored by
the media. -

The people af Eastern Timor, which
was snnaxed by Indonesia four years
ago, are neither "progressiva’ victims
of “imperialist” designs nor supporters
of the “free world” threataned by any
sort of Soviet “hegemony.” Having
barely emerged from four centuries of
Portuguese colonisation, 650,000
islanders -— who hed until then been
kept out of the way of progress in a
remote comer of the archipelago —
had the impertinence to choosa thair
own desting: a choice they have
ragretied.

From December 1975, the Indone-
sian army hes intarvened massively 10
assert its claims on the territory and
driven the government set up by the
Fretilin nationalists into the moun-
tains. Cut off {from the world outside
and with no foreign assistance, except
vaerbal promises, but supported by the
papulation, thay have been conducting

Rémmar the Timorese
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a fierce and hopeless resistance. To-
day, most of the “libsrated zones”
have been reduced to submission by
force of arms and famine, and the
main nationalist lsaders sither slain or
have defectad to tha indonssian side.
At laast 100,000 people are estimated
10 have perishad as a result of famine,
illness ar war, and half tha survivars
arg in danger of starving to death in
spita of a limited amount of aid
arranged by humanitarian organisa-
tions.

The unlucky Timorese cannot ea-
cape in boats across a vast and
dangerous sea and so find thamsalves
become refugses in their own land In
camps where they have been more or
less forced to assemble and whera liv-
ing conditions. judging from the ac-
counts of rare witnesses, are extrema-
ly painful. Malaria is taking a heavy toll
and those who do not accept the fait
accompll with sufficient alacrity are
punished.

Austratia and tha United States are
backing Djakarta, China and the Soviet
block have toned down a purely mori
appeal so ay not to alienate Indonesia.
Only the former Portuguese colonies
are continuing ta show their sympathy
for Fratilin. Tha resolutions passed by
the United Nations end the non-

-4 East
imor

. Australia
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aligned countries have remained a
dead letter,

Tha last few years have shown that
imparialism is not the priviladge of the
Bip Powers, and outstanding ex-
amples of this are Indonesia in the
Woestern - camp and Vietnam in the
Soviet black. In spite of its size and its
145 million inbabitanmts, Indonesia is
having a hard tima digesting its new
conquest: the cost of this undeciered
war is vary high for a country heavily
in debt. An expeditionary force of tens
of thousands of men backed by
modem aguipment has not succeaded
in wiping out a guerrilla movemeant
armed- with rudimentary weapons, nor
in crushing the masistance of a popula-
tion which had had a taste of tha
“poison’”’ of Independence berely a
few months earliar.

Far from press campaigns, marches
for survival, public collactions and the
declarations of prominant men, tha
Timorese are undargoing a slow dsath.
Underaducatad psopie from a territory
without aither natural resources or
strategic value, they interest scarcaly
anyone accept a few generous souls.
And yet, thair fate is just as unenviable
as that of so many other subject
peoplas.

{March 9/10)




The deadly game of nations
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ESYING WAR

by Lewis H. Lapham

N NOVEMBER of last year, the Cen-
ter for Defense Information in
Washington circulated a memoran-
dum listing the thirty-seven wars
then in progress in the world. The
memorandum estimated the probable
casualties in the most violent of these
wars {see table below) and went on to
suggest that neither the United States
nor the Soviet Union, no matter what

the range and capacity of their arsenal,
could preserve so delicate a mechanism
as a balance of power.

This is an ominous judgment, and it
raises the possibility that much of the
current talk ahout the revival of the
Cold War fabout Soviet troops.in Af-
ghanistan, about “vital interests” and
“force lavels’™ in the Persian Gulf, et
cetera, et cetera) masks the fear of

B ke

something worse. The people who insist
so loudly on the weakness of the United
States might be trying to persuade
themselves that they live in an orderly
world, or at least in a world in which
orderliness remains within their grasp,
Rather than risk the prospect of giving
to their fear too dreadful a shape or
name, and being in need of a familiar
enenty, they take refuge in the tradi-
tional abstractions and make the Soviet
Union the cause of all their unessiness.
Perhaps they wish to offer a lesser fear
in place of a greater one. It is almost
as if they were saying that they would

Lewis H. Lapham is the editor of Harper's,
A collection of his essays and articles, en.
titled Fortune’s Child: A Portrait of the
United States zs Spendthrift Heir, kay re.
cently been published by Doubledoy.

The 8 Most Violent Conilicts in the World Taday
NUMBER YEAR THE

CONFLICT OF DEATHS CONTLICT BEGAN
1. Kampuchean Civil War & Revolution 500,000 to 4,000,000 1970
2. Afghanistan Civil War 100,000 to 250,000 1978
3. East Timor War 100,000+ 1975
4. Lebanese Civil War 50,000+ 1975
5. Sino-Vietmamese War 30,000+ 1979
6. Philippine Guerrilla Wars 30,000+ 1972
T. Guatemelan Civil Violence 22,000+ 1967
8. Zimbabwe -Rhodesin Guerrilla War 20,000+ 1972

T — g ——
A WORLD AT WAR
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Refugees say renewed clashes have brought deprivati‘oﬁ to the island* !
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o y station
in the Dili, the
capital of East Timor, was a
target of the first raid on the
town in more than four years
by remnants of the leftwing
Fretllin independence move-
ment. Armed with sub-
.machine guns and apparently
cartying explosives, they kili-
ed two Indonesian guards at
the station and captured a mum-

ber of weapons in a firefight

said to have lasted from 10 p.m.

on June 10 to the early hours
of the following morning.

- .. As -the battle raged, two

‘other--guerilla units slipped

inte the outskirts of | the

town. They, lsunched attacks

near the former .Roman

Catholic ‘seminary and near

the road leading out of town

-to Baucau, killing another

two Indonesian soldiers. One.
guerilla was killed in the raid.
The attack on the capital has

rattled Indonesian officials

-who had believed that Freti-

lin-units in the'area had long 7
~since been crushed., - -

H - DAVID JENKINS

AFGHANISTAN TALKS
ARE ARRANGED
dslamabad: 'The
committee on Afghanistan set
up by the recent Islamic Con-
Jerence - foreign -ministers' -
‘meeting here was hoping to
meet representatives of
Afpghanistan’s Soviet-backed
Babrak Kgarmal government
and Afghan resistance leaders
at a mecting in Geneva likely
to take place on June 20-21.
The committee ' consists of
the foreign ministers .of |
Afghanistan's neighbours —
‘Pakistan's Aghs Shahi.and
"Iran's Sadegh QotbZadeh —
“plus the secretary-general of
the Islamic Conference, Habib
* Chatti, see page 32. -
bt —DELLA DENMAN

~TRAIN AMBUSH REVEALS
ASECURITY PROBLEM
-Bangkok: The bloody am-
‘bush of a train from Battam-
bang to Phnom Penh;dast
week underlines a serions de-
terioration in security in Viet- -
namese-held Kampuchea, ac-

cording to recent travellers.
- +At least 150 people are said
-0 have died when guerillas
attacked the packed 70-coach
train with rocket grenades
and machineguns, :

three-man |

.whicp may put paid to his
-{ po

- The raiders, believed to be
s

Khmer Rouge, then loaded
waiting carts with goods and
disappeared intc the jungle,
Travellers from Kampuchea
reported heavy concentra-
tions of Vietnamese troops
lining ‘highways in the area
and =mid there is extensive
fighting asround Kompong
Thom, — JOHN McBETH

UMNO'S HARUN TRIES
FOR A COMEBACK

Kuala Lumpur: A vicious
struggle for power is shaping
up in Malaysia involving the
former chief minister of
Selangor, Datuk Harun ldrs,
now serving the third year of
a six-year jad sentence for
massive corruption. He has
‘been nominated for his form-
er post of president of the
youth wing of the United
Melays National Organisation
(Umno) against his nephew,
Suhaimi Kamaruddin, the in-
cumbent president. Harun,
who built up Suhaimi's po-
litical  career, 15 said - .to

Harun: battiing a protege.

be distllusioned with his
-nephew.

Harun’s backing in several
states made nomination easy
— there is no Umno rule
Against .a canvicted person
contending for a party post —
but the powers that be are
rleatly ‘backing Suhaimi Af
Suhaimi Wwins --ageinst his
oncle he will lose the backing
of several electoral divisions,

litical future. Win or lose,
observers say, Suhaimi’s poii-
tical days are numbered. - - -
o — K DAS

PHNOM PENH ATTACKS

REFUGEE REPATRIATION
Bangkok: Thailand and the
United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugess (UNHCR)
have begun a voluntary re-
patristion of Kampuchean re-
fugees in Thailand. The Heng

Penh  have denounced the
move as a plot by Peking and
Washington to =a2id Khmer
Rouge forces and cabled UN

Commissioner Poul

Hartling demanding that he.

withdraw UN cooperation.
from “the grave act of hosti-.
lity ageins Kampuches.”

The UNHCR .has restricted
its role to ensuring that those
who Tetum to Kampuchea do
so volunterily and not under
coercion by Thai suthorities
or by political proups. On the
first day of the repatriation
only. asbout SO0 chose to re-
tur to Kampuchea, .

___~ RICHARD NATIONS

THAIS MOVE TO STOP
RICE-RESELLING '
Bangkok: A proposal to pre-
vent .ofher countries reseiling
Thai rice has been submitted
by the director-general of the
foreign -trade - depertment, |
Bajr Issarasens, to Commerce
Minister: Tamchai Xambhato,
The xrggsstion is that Thai
land sshould stop eslling ‘5%
and ‘}00% -white zice on 'a

7 government-to-government

basis and instead gell these |
high.grades on 2 commercial

basis at higher prices,
. o BEjt%- proposds followthe |

=y

 [sreseliiag. to Iram .of 1009 3ice |

which-the Thai Government”
had sold to-the -Singapore

Government, A protest telex |
by the Thai Commerce Minis-

ary «to, -Intraco, “the Sings-)-

porean state agency, dlicited
the reply that.the xice hed
not been sold directly to Iran
but to [ran's importers.

— KAMOLWAN SONSOMSOOK *

INSURANCE DOUBTS .
AFTER NUGAN VERDICT
Canberra: ‘The suicidewerdict
on Frank Nugen (REviEw™
May B) could have jeopardis-
ed creditoss’ cleims on A$3.5
million {US$3.9 milion) in-
surance policieson the Nugan *
Hand -Bank -chairman’s ife,
‘Insurancé comparics are con-
testing -the. claims becguse fhe”
policies are said:to have laps-
ed temporadly. -during the
year sbefore Nugan's death,-
and they claim immunity if a
ruicide occury before the po--
licy hse been in force for a-
year. The Nugan Hand' com-
panies are in  provisional
liquidstion in Australia and
the liquidators suggestad the
insurance payout 28 a .means
of meeting the company's

.

SOUTH KOREA'S FIRST

POST-KWANGJU LOAN

Hongkong: South Korea has
signed its first syndicated in-
“ternationsl  loan since -the
‘troubles . in  Kwangjn, a
USS$63.75 million Eurodollar
facility through the Korean
Emnm:m:: Plenning Board for
cxpension of the telephone
network, Terms of the eight-
year loan, arranged before the
riots but signed here on June
12, are 'slightiy better than
for the Korea Exchange
Bank's US$500 million loan
(Review, Mar. 28): 0.75%
over' the London interbank
offered rate (Libor) for four

.| years and 0.875% over Libor

for the remainder of the
term.  Management fees are
lower than the 1% paid on
the jumbo loan, sources suid,
The . manngement group,
consisting of Bankamerica [n-
deronational, -Bank of .Nova
Scotin, = Amsterdam-Rotter-
dam Bank, National Bank of
Canada and the Royal Bank
of ‘Canada, said the better
“terms veflected the fact that
the Joan- was .direct 2oi:the
South Korean Government.
Asmstant Minister for Eco-
nomic . Cooperation - Tchah
“Hwa June forecast three more
South Xarean borrowings be-
dore- the end of ihe year —
-US$500-700 . million by, the
Forea” Development  Bank,
["H83$200. million by Korea
“Blectric and USS 100-200 mi-
i Hon by the Bxport and-Im-
part Bérk of Korea, * «+ '~
Y. 1S = RODNEY HOBSON
MORGAN GHENFELL
URGES UIC REJECTION

1 Singspore: In “view of the

“enormous uphesval” in of-

«| fice space values, merchant

banker Morgan Grenfell says
‘it ‘hes reassessed the veine of
r United Industrial Corporation
{UIC) shares to about §36.95
{US53.28) cach after tax, and
has recommenfad gharehnld-
ers to reject -the third and
‘ixtest cash offer by TangEng
o 5$5.50 (REvoEw, May 23),
“Earticr, Morgan Grenfell had
‘assessed TIC shares .zt be-
tween S$5.88_ and .837.15
each depending on:tax Labili-
ty, and even before the mes-
chgnt- -benker’s latest an-
‘pomncement the market price
of UIC shares had overtaken
the 83550 mark. The market
tends to expect another offer,
which would further highlight
the curront shortage of ~—and
boom in — centrzlly located
office space. - :

Semrin authorities in Phnom

debts, — HELEN ESTER

- SUSUMU AWANOHARA

m;n «BAR ZASTERN ECONOMIC REVITW )
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Accounts of Repression in East ﬂu.ic.ﬂ

. Contradict U.S. View in House Q_SE.J\

WASHINGTON, June 1}
(Reuters) ~ A U.S. official made a
- reassuring report Yesterday on con-
ditions in East Timor, the former
Portuguese colony’ seized by In-
donesia in 1976, but others familiar
with the region differed sharply
with his assessment.

Richard Holbrooke, assistant sec-
i retary of state for Asian affairs, told
F congressmen investigating the inter-
1 national relief effort in East Timor

Mr. Hinkley said Amnesty Inter-
national had collected the names of 7
22 persons who surrendered or were
captured and whose present:
whercabouts vwere unknown. “Fears
have been expressed 1o Amnesty In-
lernationnl that all these persons
have been executed by Indonesian
forces,” he said.

The Rev. Francisco Fernandes,
vwho heads the East Timorese Refu-
gre Commission in Portugal, said

-that there had been a dramatic ims; e figtire of 300,000 dead and miss-
: ?.ocnn_na.._...wn_.n and many areas "8 Was often quoted in letters re-

" were reluming to normaf.

7 Food and medicine were ".nun__m:m
,ﬂmao:u in pecd, he said, and recent
estern visitors to the island of(
the Indonesian archipelago had
conflirmed thal conditions had im-
,proved markedly. There was no evi-
‘dence, he added, to back up reports
fthat much of the aid was being di-
tverted to whe black market,

_.. '+ Bul Amuesty  Internationol, s
yRoman Cathulic priest from East
+ Timor and a petired U.S. admiral all
‘gave Lhe "House * Appropriations

ubcommittee on Forcign Opera-
tions testimony ihat largely contra-
dicted Mr. Holbrooke's statements.

Reports of Exccutions '

David Hinkley, chairman of the
US. chapter of Amnesty Interna-
tional, said the London-based
human rights orpanization was
decply concerned about persistent

. Teports of imprisonment and execu-
“tions without trial on the island.

“Amnesty Iniernational now he-!
lieves that there are strong grounds
for fearing that the Indonesian oc-
cupation farces in East Timor have
executed Fretilin members who had
either been captured or had surren-
dered under the terms of an amnes-
ty guarantecing their physical safe-
ty,” he said. "

Fretilin is the liberation move-
ment that unilaterally declared a
democratic republic of East Timor
in 1975 and fought Jndonesian

forces on the island, .
. o s v AT

4

cently smuggled from the island. He
said about hall the international
food =aid distributed was being
misappropriated and diverted,

Gene La Rocque, a retired U.S.
rear admiral who directs the private
Center for Defense Information,
said the U.5. government had not
token a stand against “harsh In-
donesian military actions in East
Timor" because it assumed that -
other factors in the refationshi .
with Indonesia overrode any U.S. ,
interest in the island.
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' Tears for Timor

Five years ago, while most of the world wasn't
looking, Indonesia invaded East Timor, a Portuguese
colony in the South Pacific that had just become inde-
pendent. A year later, it formally annexed East Timor

‘ and assured the world that this constituted “*self-deter- -

" mination.’ The results have been so dreadful that Indo-
_ nesia has made East Timor’s long years under Portu-
guese rule seem like an idyll — and made even a return
to Portuguese responsibility a desirabie goal.
' Perhaps a third of the 600,000 East Timorese have
perished through war, military occupation and famine.
The extent of the disaster can only be estimated be-
cause Indonesia will not permit relief agencies or the
press to have unrestricted access to the area. What can
be gleaned suggests that Jakarta has ample reason to
keep the curtain closed. Reports from Timor tell of re-
newed guerrilla war, of large-scale diversion of reliet
supplies and of treacherous executions of insurgents.
Amnesty International has esked President Su-
harto of Indonesia to account for some 20 vanished
Timorese political prisoners, most of them supporters
of the leftist Fretilin Party. Refugee priests charge
that much of the food intended for the starving —-in-
cluding nearly $13 million worth of American aid—has
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been embezzled by Indonesian officials. Despite claims
that the territory has been *pacified,” Fretilin leaders
credibly assert that guerrillas have resumed their fight
and have been able to strike at Dili, Timor's capital.

East Timor's travail began when it was precipi-
tately given Independence after four centuries as a
colony by a Portugal that was itself undergoing revolu-
tion, East Timor was plunged into civil war, which be-
came the pretext for Indonesia’s invasion, only hours
after President Nixon visited Jekarta. And éver since,
the American position has been that it ‘‘understands’’
the takeover without formally approving it — an indul-
gence that has much to do with the strategic impor-
tance of Indonesia and its oil.

As refugees have trickled into Lisbon, the Portu-
guese have begun to debate their own complicity.
There are reports that Portugal may offer to resume
its stewardship of East Timor if Indonesia can be per-
suaded to pull back. Admittedly, this is a long shot
course, but even Jakarta may now be willing to reckon
the costs of a mesgy war with a stubborn people. If
Portugal i3 indeed willing to try again and this time
better prepare East Timor for independence, then a
step backward could truly be a leap forward.

The New York Times made a mistake! '"East Timor was plunged into
civil war, whicn became the pretext for Indonesia's invasion, only
hours after President Ford (not President Nixon!) visited Jakarta."
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{The Sun Keeps Trying
“To Set on a Colonial Past

30 g ma wgm——r

i By BERNARD D. NOSSITER
r

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y. — When the New Hebrides,
the South Pacific island chain, became independent as
Vanuatu on Wednesday, barely a score of archipelagoes,
desert wastes and other remote places on this earth re-
malined as conceivable candidetes for statehood, stil! under
the United Nations’ watchful eye over dependent territories,

An earlier and less bureaucratically euphemnistic age
would have called them colonies. They range from minis-
cule Pitcairn island, where 80 descendants of the Bounty
mutineers sell stamps and fish, to South-West Africa, where
850,000, mostly black residents, are the center of a political
struggle to escape the white-dominated rule of South Africa.

« The independence hopes of eastern Timor have been
cmshed by an Indonesian army which has virtuslly de-
stroyed a guerrills movement and replaced colonial Portu-
gal. On Africa's northwest coast, Morocco is fighting for
Western Sahars against an independence force backed by
two rich, radicat neighbors, Algeria and Libya. British Ber-
muda, the United States’ Virgin Islands and Micronesia,
however, are in no hurry to cut their ties to London or Wash-
tngon. They want more subsidies rather than to go naked
info a possibly dangerous world. Others — Gibralter and the
Falkland Islands — are caught berween middling powers.
Spain challenges Britain’s hold over Gibraltar; Buenos
Aires wants London to yield the Falklands lying off Argenti-
na's southern shores.

. Most United Nations members are former colonies and
ke a keen interest, particularly in territories still ruled by
Western nations. The world body's Special Committee on
the Struation with Regard to the Implementation of tin Dec-
larztion on the Granting of Independence to Colenial Coun-

. tries and Peoples meets ance a year to eXamine progress to-

“a mrm

ward the coloniais’ goal of determining their own fate.
" The United States reports to the committee on Guam,
théVirgin Isiands, Americen Samoa and the Trust Territory

i of the Pacific Islands (where Micronesia is due next year to

; become a state freely associated with the Uniied States). On
the whole, says the American diplomat who does the report-
ing, the forced accounting is a good thing, even though the
Bpecial Committee, heavily dominated by third worlders,

, complains that the United States has not done enough to per-

suade its islanders of the joys of sell-rule.
= The most critica) case is South-West Africa; its inde-
mdence is 8 war cry for Africans. The United Nations has
#n conducting @ tortuous negotiation with South Africa
through five Western mediators, including Washington.
Miantime, guerrilles of the Southwest Africa People’s Or-

}.'mtntion raid South-West Africa and, in turn, endure South
African air strikes usually at base camps in Angola. Agree-

* ment has been &ll but reached on a demilitarized zone strad-

e
3

diing the South-West Africen border that would clear the
way for United Nations-supervised elections. Pretoria, how-
ever, fearing that the United Nations would tili the electoral
balance to the guerrillas, has delayed signing the agree-
ment. Africans worry that South Africa will cede powertoa
iocal council dominated by whites. (Last week, South Africa
announced formation of a new territorial defense force to be
under the loca! council’s control.} However, the belief per-
sists that South-West Africa — as Namibia — will inevitably
follow Zimbabwe as a new African nation.

The outlook has been far less certain in the Wesiern
Sahara since its phosphates, nomads and desert were aban-
doned by Spain in 1975. The Polisario Front is thought 1o
field 10,000 to 15,000 fighters, equipped by Algerian End
Libyan oil money. They are opposed by 60,000 Moroccans
atded by §232 million in United States helicopters, jet fight-
ers and other matériel. Morocco contends that 75,000
nomads can't make a state and that the fighters are largely
Mauritanian mercenaries. Rabat says it has contsined the
Polisario and seeks talks with Algiers to end the struggle.

The United Nations doesn't like to choose between third
world “'colonialists’ but tilts towards Algeria, whose resolu-
tions win more votes each year. Apart from Washington,
Morocco has good African friends — Egypt, Senegal and
Zaire. But the Polisario, and Algeria, are winning the politi-
cal struggle. The front is close to recognition by the Orgeni-
zation of African Unity. If that happens, the United Nations
majority will dutifully follow and the Polisaric (an acronym
for Peoples Liberation of Seguia e} Hamra and Rio de Oro)
wiit attain the status of government-in-exile enjoyed by the
Palestine Liberation Organization.

The tragedy in East Timor after Portugal left, also in
1975, went all but unncuced. Indonesia’s invading army
slaughtered, raped and pillaged on a scale large enough 10
bring mass famine and disease to the 700,000 inhabitants. A
Joca! guerrilla force, Fretilin, fights on but its strength is
estimated at a pititul 600. The United States believes that In-
donesia‘s annexation is an accomplished fact. The Special
Committee walks gingerly around this one and only Mozam-
bique speaks loudly in support of Fretilin (the Front for
Timor's Revolution and National Liberation).

Argentina wants the 200 Falkland 1slands near the east-
ern tip of South America, but Britain won't give them up
without the consent of 1,857 irhabitants. The possibility of
ofishore oil is the renl concern In Guam, the United Stetes
paval base accounts for pearly one-fifth of the 110,000 jnhebi.
tants. The United Nations committee regularly reproaches
Washington for failing to inform them of their “inalienable
right to seli-determination and independence.”

However, experts on colonialism believe the only plau-

sible candidates for eventual nationhood are Namibia, West.-

ern Sahara, East Timor, the Turks and Caicos islands inthe
Caribbean and Be_rmud.a.
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Cont'd. from preceding page

< US.is directly responsible for bringing—

+ about a situaticn quite comparable 1o the
+ horror of Cambodia”

% Seversl informed observers believe the™
* Indonesian government began to open
+ East Timor 10 international aid onty after
v it feh the population was pacified and re-
» sutante was elfectively wiped out. “ht

$8.8 million on food and medical supplies

for East Timor, mostly routed through
Catholic Reliel Services (CRS) Australia™Tian of food

Hast Timor paying the price

national rehief agency. CRS hasased-mih-
tary trucks and eonvoys 1o aid in distribu-

has kicked_in abaut $4 million, and $67 . _There have been charpes that some

mullion-has come from the rest of the in-
ternational commumty

The relief eifort tha! began last sum-
mer has been questioned because there is
no proof that the food and medical sup-
plies are actually getting through to

¥ taves them the cost of a relief effort,“SHE“"tarving and il Timorese people.

. Arnold Kohen of Ithaca, N.Y., a specialist

: in Southeast Asian affairs,

; Since last June, alter the Indonesian

" government permitted aid 1o be brought
in, the US government has spent abouy

Cathalic Relief Services has been the
prime agency involved in the aid plan. It
has been criticized for being too close to
the Indonesian government, For instance,
contrary to usual procedure for an inter-

malepials pass frem the millary opto the
black market

A group of refugees from Easv-Timor
arriving in Lisbon this week repeated

“thargés that the.malitary was embezzhing

part of the relief aid.

Field officer Frank Catlin 1s the vnly
CRS offivial “on the ground™ in Ecat Ty
mot. He works with a staff of 93 — 50 ol
them East Timorese and the rest Indone-
slan.

Armanda Sonagerre, CRS ;L:gional dr

10c13¢ Tor A Ta ond 1 Pacific said Jast
werk that CRS had disiributed 80i0 wons
of food in the last six months and planncd

te distribute SO0 mios, T TSl

The Inernaticas! Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC). which refuses 1o make
the same compronises. at first was denied
any access 1o the area“and now has onlv
fwe swsfl_members an the uekl doin'g
mosily medical work They ore restrg ted
I B of the 150 seutloments

Drespite firm evidence 1. the Loatpary,
Indonesian officials have repeatediy
claimed that all relicl services have free
access in East Timor,

Lk
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By Robert Levey
Globe Staft ; i
2 WASHINGTON — For more than four

“1 year, the sulfering, starvation and kill.
ing in Eart Timor has been going on out af
waorld view

In a brutal"scenIFIHAL one observer
calls “onc of the great and ongaing crimes
of the century,” the government of Indo-
|_nesia a4
obscure island of East Timor, a former
Poruguese tecritory at the eastern epd of

[ BN

T -

vaded Dec. 7, 1975, o

The Indoncsians tock advantage of.

chaotic conditions in East Timor caused

| by Portugal's decisionearlier in the year
to withdraw from the territory

The Indonesian armed forces were
heavily equipped with American.made
weapons and aircralt from military aid
that had amoeunted 10 sbout $15 million a
year. Bince the invasion, aid has increased
dramatically. A total of about $178 million
more in military aid has flowed to Indo-
nesia from the United States in the last
four years.

Although the invasion and the use of
Ahe arms fur aggressive purposes are bla-
tant viclations of international law and

me

i3 its hold on-the §] |3

the Indunesian archipelago, which it in-~§ !
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for volingragainst the weeiMiom were
simple: “We didaT wan( oMY IRdonce|
sia” - - :

The State Department still maintains a
=dos’t_tock the boari-ytmtude townrd
events in East Timor. James Landberg,
deputy direetor of the Indonestan desk,
said, “State is bameally taking the pasi-
tion that what's domers donesmd now it is
o relief situation.” =
Meanwhile, the death tol] among the
East Timarese through war and famype is
estimated "by EE Indoncsiah olft-.d
. tials 1o be at loast 60.000 to 75,000, Even
. US reporis place the estimate at about
100,000. International human rights acviv-
Isgs think the figure could be 2¢.bizhay
200,600,

P e}
ures for East Timor, but estimates made
before the takeover ranged fram 500,000 1o
630,000, W=

For 3% years, until Last July,
T et : *"tlosed East Tinor to the outside world
agreements, the US govern.  United States voled against the resolu.  snd went about the business of destraving

US-Indonesia

ment has never publicly condemned the —1jon.

evenis. Privately, an authoritative gov.
ernment source called Indonesla'sTattio
“a_pure power grab.” . . .

In fact, after the invasion, when the

United Natlons voted to support Fast Ti- a1 least abstain on the self-detcemination_ nant in the crufade for independence.
mot’s right to self-determination, the  vete. He said this government’s motives  TIMOR, Page 40
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—- Rerently, a conscience-stricken US of-

A licial coniided SRRy mOTY

State Depaiment-even ignored fnternal
recommendations that the United States

pockels of armed resistarice anddembing
the peasantyotof the halls so they woiztd=;
-not be ableto help maintan the Fretilin |
guernilla movement. Fretifin is the local
pofitival party that has been most domi-
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The Fast Timurese had b tmpoter.
- ished Bl peasants bving on an island
+ aboul the size nf Connectivul that 1x bi-
ected by o rupged mountain range.
3 ul iy up 1o 100,000 East Timarese
* have bern moved 1nte 1 “reseitlement
E-. villages' —nder steict Induesian enntrel

PER T ANY

o
B A repot leaked from the US embasey
8= in Indoniwia last Seplember eondiend
W that “the jvuple afe now tn these Vllages

" and the Jovernment of Lndunesia piabis
+ Jor them <+ remain thete ™

The western half af the sland, Wit
Tumar. w i already part af Indepessa Bat
East Tam== had been a Poriuguee tern-
wory for 40 vears. The Portuguese with-
drew 1n 1975 as part of an overall duvolon-
wzation pl-cy Under colunial rule, the is-
land had remained prmitive, There are
only 15 miles of paved road in the terer-
tory — all :n the capital, Dili,

.. “The Portuguese didn't leave bebund a
light bulb wen they pulled out.”a USof-
ficial said, When Portugal withdrew, a,
“rainor civil war broke out among Fretilin
__and 1wp other political parties vving to

““conirel the governmenl Thal 15 when
. Indonesia stepped in, claiming 1t was puls
“1ing down a rebellion that could cause
probiems for the region.

* That invaston took place just one day
and
leit

“aiter then-President Gerald Ford
- Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
© Jakarta, Indonesia, after a state visit.
> Little first-hand informaticn {ound its
“way out of East Timor atter indonesia
* elosed it off Bul last month a scbering ac-
- count was offered by Rev. Leoneto Viera
+do Rego, v mission priest from Portugal
I who has spent 23 years an the island. in-
* cluding three years amang the resistance
Tightars in the hills. Fr. Leonelo surren-
'dered to the Indonesians 1n early 1979
-and, after 17 days of imprisonment and
“interrogation, was permitted to leave the
teountry

Last month, at a session with New
= York Times editors, Fr. Leaneto, speaking
+through an interpreter, said things were
< normal during 1976, the first year after
“ the invasion. “Apart {rom the main owns,
i people in the interior weren't aware ol the
*war, Peaple had {ood commodities
= aplenty. It was a normat life under not:
* normal circumstances. Problems started
*inearly 1977 A full-scale bombardment of
\“the whale island began. From that point
% there emeryed drath, illness, despair
* “The second phase of the hombing was
" late 1977 1u early 1978, with modern air-
* craft. This was the fircbombing phase of
 the bombing Even uplo this lime, peaple

he e e
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"‘ﬁmﬂ@msﬁa’s deadly power play

contd stil) hae The cenedide and stava
tian was the tesultof the Tull sosle saen
drary bombnng © We saw 1hE ¢and rar
e People coulit net plant 1 peesonaily — one of the few US elected olfinials to
WimEsed - while runming o protcted speabk out on East Timer In diret con-
ateds, gong ftom inbe o tnbe - = Trast o the State’ Department view. he
great mstare lram bombardment and
pruple dving (rom stan atun

“ln 1979, people bepgan surrcndving
b aiise thee was Routhet option When
paply began dyng, then others began 10
gweup”

Fr Lionete estimated that 20000 pro

piv have died in the last faur vears

Spafedic tighting uatinues tudas e

retrate parts of the 1stand where the re- |

uons in East Tamor nuay be worse than
Bialra or Kumpuchi a {Cambodia).
Hep Tom Harkin (D lowa) has been

Justice to the American people. or Con
Kress, 10 cloge GUF eyes to What may have
happened i the past and lo just move
ahead wath wday, We have te assess what
happened 10 terms of our involvemeal
and whether or not sumething could have
hevn done about 1t at an earlior stage”
Fdward E Masters, US ambassador to
Indonesia, testafied that, although there

LRIt WS s e L L ™ et ¢ B i ‘_.-—_-_-mwv.l'“'

_aresacity ditficulie of poverty and mal

said at the hearing: 1 do pot think 1 das |
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nuttiten, | am confident that the g
eenment of Indonesia, with help from
abrviod1s 0w 50 Jh¢ Bufh Db ALl
T & muke rosfaerolis and nappy future fur
the people of East Timor ™
This_upamislic view is strongly dis-
puted by Mussachusetts Instiute of Tech |
nolugy prulissor Noam Chomsky, unolic
human tights acuvist Chomsky said,

“*The and coming aow in derhlets is unhike

I¥ 1o reach much of the papulation Any.
one familiar with the snchidible cortup
tion of the Indonesian mlitary would no
he surpristd The central foct 1s that the

Continurd un next pugd

mamng guernitab of the independence
movement aze stll being pursued by reg-
ular Indunesian lofces

The LS Congress has twiee held hear
ings about the unsetthing vvenls in East
Timor. bul the proceedings were vartually
ignared by the media

The Indonesian government has con-
sistently oppostd any congressional in-
quiry into the East Timor matter, con-
tending that it 15 an internal issue To fegaly
claims that, the summeraftetthejavac—f
sion. an Indonesian appointed council of
tocal officials voted to “inlegrate East
Timor o Lndonesia

In March 1877, the House subcummt-
tee on Asian snd Paific affairs tooked
\nta both human nights violations and the
question of the use of US equipment by
the Indonesian armed forees during theis
invasian of East Tumer 1t was confirmed
that more than %0 percent of Indoncsia’s
arms and aircralt had been supplied by
the United States. S

That hearing led to & fact-finding mis-
sion in April 1977 by two members of
Congress, Rep. Withiam Goodling {R-Pa}
and then-Rep Helen Meyner (D-N.J)
They reported that their visita had been
carcfully orchestrated by the [ndonesian
military, which relused them permission
10 have their own independent interpreter
ar meet pravately with East Timorest peo-
ple.

They reparied they were unable 1 1n-
vestigale reports of atrocilies bul con-
cluded that conditions did not seem re-
pressive. The East Timor issue dropped
almost entirely out of view after that,
overshadowed by the massive problem of
starvation developing in Cambodia i

However, at the second subcommitice
hearing just #ix weeks age, Bruce Ca.
meron, foreign alfaits lobbyist for the
Americans for Democratic Action, test:
fied: “The magnitude of sulfenng in East |
Timor is shocking On Nov. 2, the Indone-
sian foreign mimster stated that condi:




