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‘retilin representative Estanislao da Silvo
spoke ¢t ¢ Democratic Sociolist forum in
Sycney on the eve of the first anniversary
of the Sonta Cruz mossacre. The following
s excerpted from his talk.
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The Dilli massacre has deeply affecied
Jakarta's image. For example, the recent dect-
sion ofthe United States Congress to cut miitary
aid 10 Indonesia, even thoug h the amount of the
aid 15 small, [shows that] the noliucal implica-
tipns are very preat noterms of Indonesia as a
developing country.,

Austrahia has played from the very bepinning

keep our cultural wdentity alive for more than
four centuries under Luropean domination, S0
not in 17 years will Indonesia destroy it
Indonesia has ¢laimed that our resistance ha

been reduced to a hundred or a couple of dozen
guerillas all over the territory, They have been
saying this since 1979, But if you look at the
number of Indonesian troops in East Timor, you

Re Santa *f":';:.' assacr ' APt VET ' s :
' bl I Tmu Omnc;ihcm an important role in the issue. Jakana wowd  gee the real situation
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Jom and independence. For the furst ume an
example of the atrocities commutted by the Indo-
nesian woops in East Timor over the last 17 years
of occupation was witnessed by TV cameras and
tore1gn toumnalists

Whoever gave the orders to sheot at the Santa
Crur cemetery was unplementing Jakarta's policy
0i genoaide. It was a premeditated mass killing.

Th evidence of Jakarta's policy was spelled
oul by the Indonesian armmy comunander hours

after the massacre. He said: “Timorese like those

who gather outside the cemetery are people who
must be crushed ... In the end they must be shot

neighbour, Jakarta might have had to retreat
from its initial position and consider the imple-
mentation of UN resolutions 1f Canberra had
strongly condernned Indonesia’s action. Can-
berra’s complicity 1s indeed evident with the
signing of the Timor Gap Treaty,

More recently, Senator Gareth LLvans has asked
Western nations not to raise the hopes of l:ast
Timorese. He went further, saying that the 1ssuc
of East Timor has w be resclved within the
context of Indonesia as a nation. Like the Indo-
nesian generals, Gareth Evans shows his lack of
knowledge of the history of the East Timorese

1s everywhere, in the cities, in the mountains. [t
1s much more difficult for Indonesia to locate our
guerilla units, We are all over the termtory.

The massacre itself has motivated pcople more
than ever to join the resistance, [The Indone-
sians) had hoped that with the transmigration
program, with all the development that they have
been introducing, they will control the situation.

But with the massacre, the gap between Indo-
nesian forces of occupation and East Timorese
has widened more than ever. The people are
much more determined to struggle and to win. B

down.” people. We were able to survive as a people and GREEN LEFT WEEKLY
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Major-General Sintong Panjaitan, who was commander of B
the Udayana military command which covers East Timor at |
the time of the Santa Cruz massacre, is being sued in a US |

o? federal court 1n connection with the massacre. The Jlawsuit
- \ has been filed by the Center for Constitutional Rights on
ke O z:;;nzg':)’ ; ooy behalf of Helen Todd, the mother of Kamal Bamadhaj, who '
- Kiomeves 20 was shot by troops and bled to death. Ms Todd lives in !
Malaysia. |
In a statement, Helen Todd said she was taking this action r

"on behalf of hundreds of East Timor mothers who are
forccd to grieve in silence for their dead children. ... unlike
thcm [ can bring a case agamst a muitary officer wnhout |
puttmg the rest of my family in danger.”

‘The suit charges Sintong as one of the Indonesian military "
lcadcrs responsible for a programme of systematic human L
righis violations which included the execution of Kamal
Bamadhaj. Sintong is currently taking a course at Harvard |
Umvcrsnty, after being rcplaced as commander when |
President Suharto's removed some generals in order to v
defuse intermational outrage at the massacre.
 The lawsuit was filed under two US laws which allow
victims of gross human rights violations to bring a suit in
a US federal court no matter where the violations occurred,
aS'long as the defendant is in the USA. One of these laws,
the Torture Victim Protection Act, was recently signed into
law by President Bush.

Bcth Stephens, a CCR attorney working on the case, said:
"We hope with this case and others like it to make it clear
that the US is no longer a safe refuge for the torturers and
murdercrs of the world." -

Osorio Soares
the new governor

Abilio Osono Soares, 45, has been appointed the governor
of East Timor. Although strongly denied by the authoritics
in Jakarta, Osorio's ‘eclection’ as governor has been the result
of complicated manoeuvres by a triangle (President Suharto,
Home Affairs Minister ret’'d General Rudini and ABR/, the
armed forces). ABRI had to withdraw their own candidate,
the Javanese general, A.B.Saridjo, at present the vice-
governor. The situation in East Timor was considered to be
foo volatile to have a non-Timorese as governor.

ABRI, in particular the Indonesian military in East Timor,
then promoted Abilio Osorio Soares which became the only
rcal candidate for Jakana.

,L Close to ABRI

Abilio Osorio is close to the Indoncsian military. Following
the Indonesian invasion, he became an key informer. He is
particularly close to Colonel Prabowo, Suharto's son-in-
law, who has served long stints 1n East Timor. Abilio brags
about his friendship with Prabowo which dates back to
1976 when Prabowo was just a licutenant.  He has held
many important posts in [ndonesia's 27th province' - head
of public works, mayor of Dili in the late eighties and most
recently, district chief of Manatuto, where he was bom.
During Abilio Osorio's period as mayor ot Dili, the ninja
(para-military gangs dressed in black) started operating,
terrorising the inhabitants of Dili. TAPOL




Strong
resolution

passed by UN

On 27 August the 44th session of the
UN  Sub-Commission on the
Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities passed a
strong resolution on East Timor.

segregation and of apartheid in all
countries, with particular reference ‘lo
colonial and other dependent countries
and territories: Report of the sub-
commission under commission of human
rights resolution 8 (XX ;

The text. recalling previous UN
resolutions on East Timor and the
consensus  declaration  agreed by
Indonesia at the UNCHR in March (see
Timor Link May 1992, p5), expressed
concern at the heavy sentences passed
on the East Timorese involved in
‘peaceful political activities’ (see p?) and
noted that Indonesia’s draconian anti-
subversion law had been condemned
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World Bank
aid approved

Demonstrators outside the meeting of the
World Bank's consultative group on
Indonesia in Paris on 16-17 July failed to
dissuade the new aid consortium from
pledging US$4.94 billion 10 Indonesia —
USS200 million more than the total aid for

The UN Sub-Commission on the by the UN special rapporteur on torture.
b S Preventien of Discrimination and The resolution regretted that human 1991/92. _
Protection of Minorities voted in favour  rights violations were reported to be The enly government which publicly
Fel of the resolution on East Timor by 13  continuing in East Timor and called on raised the issue of human rights was the
,'JL"“J»' votes to six with four abstentions, the  the Indonesian authorities to honour United States, currently under pressure from
i best support to date for the East Timor  their commitment to give human rights the US Congress (see above). It read out a
1” lobby in this UN body organisations access to the occupied statement expressing concern at the trials
Ea The Sub-Cemmission, composed of territory. and the confusion surrounding civil and
B independent human rights experts, is an Significantly, the resolution called on military versions of the Santa Cruz massacre
2 advisory body and does not carry the  the UN secretary-general to make the European concern for human rights, at the
to same weight as the UN Human Rights report of his personal envoy, Mr Amos alleged insistence of the British government,
U Commission (UNCHR), but the outcome Wako, who visited Indonesia and East was limited o discreet, closed-door
ok A was nevertheless an indication of the  Timor in February, available to the next meetings. To the satisfaction of Indonesia,
e ] increase in concern that has developed session of the UNCHR. It also invited the many governments, including Britain,
i on the East Tiumor question over the last Indonesian authorities to report on France, Germanv and Austria, increased
e S year. further measures to ensure that those theur Conmhurioﬁs, despite a resolution by
WY The resolution was tabled under responsible for the Santa Cruz massacre the EC Council of Ministers on 28 November
s Agenda Item 0, entitled ‘Question of the  would be properly punished 1991  to ‘explicitly  introduce  the
e 4 Ffic)lzl}lon | of }mmun nghts a.nd T"hc Sul')—C(m‘n*ms'sxrsr} chcndr?d to consideration of human rights as an element
e 1 un!dﬁmjentql .f’rcedef_;, mcluclmg revies the situation in East Timor at its of their relations with developing countries’
il policies of racial discrimination and  45th session. The application of these criteria does not
'T{jf'”_-: TIMOR LINK appear to apply to Indonesia.
i e
fo il .
-~ POLITICAL PRISONERS

ProfiJe: East Timor tapol [POL. PRISIONERS]

There are over 120 East Timorese known to be held for
alleged subversion, which represents at least 22 percent of
the total tapol held by the Indonesian regime. Reports are
that there arc far more. It is not even clear that Indonesian
law has any jurisdiction over the East Timorese since
[ndonesia illegally annexed the country 1n 1975.

Whether or not this is 0, these arrests have violated the
human rights of the detainees, who have been subjected to
torture, have had legal advice withheld. family visits denied
expenienced long peniods of detention without charge, anci

unfair tnals.

The paucity of information on East Timorese tapol is
shocking. It is basically impossible for anyonc 1o visit
prisoners n East Timor.  Consequently, out of the 120
k.nown prisoncrs, the ages of over nincty and the sentences
(if sentenced at all) of nincty-four are unknown. For many
pn'sopcrs, not cven the family name is known. The lists
mention at least seven tapol held in KODIM 1628 (Baucau)
who have not been identified at all.

Only nine are currently in prison in Jakarta (including the
four sentenced after the demonstration in Jakarta last Nov-

ember):

From the information we do have, it 1s clear that the vast

majority of the detainees are young: out of the twenty-nine
tapol whose ages we know, five are under 21 vears of age
twenty between 22 and 40, and four between 41 and 60,

Manuel Corvalho, arrested eart | &
fan : | y 1991, reportedly still in prison.
He is one of the many hundreds of Timorese who are in and out

TAPOL of detention.
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Indonesian justice
10 D¢ upside down in
those who camed
massacre have ROnNne relativehy Unpan
paracipants in  what gescnbed
foreign observers (in testimonies which
were nOt even consxiered by the Indonesian
courns) as a peaceful demonstration have
been  victimised But as  Amnesty
international, in its September document,
Indonesia/East Timor: the Suppression of
Dissent’, states, "Peaceful protest, including
demonstration  against human  rights
violations, has been treated as “subversive
activity” by the authonities. Those who vaice
even the mildest cnticism of governmem
policy have been dubbed opponents of the
state.
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In August 1992 the Indonesian monthly
magazine Malra published a major
interview with Bishop Carlos Ximencs
Belo who administers the Diocese of
Dili on behalf of the Vatican. Consistent
with previous interviews, Bishop ‘lk'!u
insisted that the people of East Timor
should be consulted about the future
of the territory in a referendum, even
if they decide to accept integration with
Indonesia. |

Before a referendum, however,
Bishop Belo said that conditions for the
local population should improve
considerably. The military should leave
and the people should have greater
access to the development that has

taken place under Indonesian
occupation, as well as the freedom to
express their views.

Belo's position, while a plea for
greater consultation and democracy
from Indonesia, is broadly compatible
with elements of the East Tu’xwrcsc
resistance’s recent peace proposals (see
p3-4). On the other hand, it regards
self-determination as a long-term goal,
with integration a nccessary phase in
East Timor's development before final

In any assessment of Belo's
interview, it is important to bear in
mind that he was addressing an
Indonesian audience and that he was
speaking as a bishop who has been
repeatedly asked, if not instructed, by
both the Indonesian government and
sectors of the Roman Catholic Curia, to
stay out of politics.

In East Timor the Church has been a
source of spiritual solace in a
profoundly traumatised society and has
represented an element of continuity
in terms of East Timorese identity. It is
the only ‘space’ inside the country
which has not been occupied by the
Indonesian army.

Bishop Belo's starting point in the interview
was the physical, emotional and spiritual
needs of the human being. People needed
freedom in order to develop and this
entaitled  political  rights,  including
democracy, consulation, freedom of
movement and expression, and material
development.

There were therefore times, Bishop Belo
said, when the Church should defend the
people and this was consistent with his role
as a bishop. His concern for the material and
spiritual welfare of his people transcended
the sphere of politics, but the political
atmosphere should be one which allowed
‘the whole human being’ 10 live in peace
and freedom.

As to predicing the result of a

For more information contact
Friends of East Timor
Gordon 450 5111 Denis 341 6731

referendum, Bishop Belo put aside his own
judgement and emphasised that it was the
people themselves who should be a:ﬂrﬁ«e, ed
o decide and then take responsibility for
their decision. The past 15 years had had
appalling consequences 1of East Timor .ard
even if the territory became internationally
of Indonesia, the East
Timorese would have 1o be treated with
greater respect, granted more freedom and
autonomy, and have thew culture
safeguarded. |
This, he said, was consistent with the
letter he had sent to the UN secretary-
general in 1989 in which he complained
that ‘others speak in the name of the
people’. He said he did nox wish to do the
same. 2
In speaking of the East Timorese ,f,aiqng
responsibility for any decision they mxgh{
1ake, however, Bishop Belo showed realism
over possible outcomes 10O the conflict,
recognising that an independent East Timor
sould need far more trained people than i
possessed at present. That, he said, was why
he complained that the good jobs went (0

recognised as pan

!".;‘*fi;e,f‘;'fr'-. il past inuy £y e
population was marginalised in its OWn
land. He spoke of the need for regional
autonomy — a looser connection with
Indonesia.

Below, Timor Link reproduces key parts

of Bishop Belo's interview.

Freedom to be complete human beings
‘The people of East Timor must be able to
live in an atmosphere where they feel they
have a place, that they are human beings,
that they are being given attention; they
must be given the freedom to be complete
human beings. These conditions can be
achieved if physical and material
development is accompanied by human
development. That's what is not yet
happening here . . . people should have the
freedom to move, the freedom 10 express
their opinjons. The freedom to say that there
are thifigs they don't like. There is no such
democracy yet.’'

Explaining that the people had no sense
of the development of East Timor being for
them, the bishop wemt on: The most
important thing of all is that we want 10 be
a linle freer. This is something very
fundamental. Not free from Indonesia but
free as citizens of this country. Others are
free in Java; those living in Maluku are free.
We also want to be as free as they are, here
in East Timor. Not like the present, when |
feel freer in Jakana than [ do in Dili. This
means there’s something wrong.’

On the rete.rendqm |
Bishop Belo explained 1o the interviewer
thiat his 1969 lenter 10 the UN sex retary-
general asking for 2 referendum in East
Timor (which was made puDiic agamnst s
wishes) had aimed 1o establish once and for
all the wishes of the peopie
he important thing, he said. ‘is to give
us the freedom 1o choose. | think the peopie
can see for themselves and jdge the
benefits of the past 15 years. Afier seeing all
that, the people may choose integration
But what [ want to emphasise is if a process
of choice happens, with everyone aware of
what has happened, those who made the
choice will be responsible for the result
i

'y

Since we were the ones who made the
choice but then have 1o suffer the
consequences, we would be able 1o take

responsibility.

The role of the military

‘1 am deeply afraid because everything is
done and built by the military. . . Excessive
involvement of the military can mean not
giving the community or civilians the chance
to work for development. . . The miltary
should withdraw so that the community
takes responsibility for progress and for their
lives.’

Belo spoke of his role in trying to establish
dialogue between the military and the
people and emphasised that ‘dialogue
should be free’. He criticised the military for
misrepresenting his actions 1o the people,
portraying him as two-faced and someone
who encourages people to demonstrate.
‘This is very unpleasant. The result is that
we live in an atmosphere of mutual distrust.

The bishop said that the military needed
to explain its role, as at present it was
‘everywhere, in social affairs, the economy,
culture, tourism, social communications. So
what is left for civilians”

A time to speak out

1 speak out when people are in a state of

unrest, when they are being oppressed,

when they are being treated unjustly and in
conflict with Pancasilia [Indonesia’s state
ideologyl. I speak out because sometimes
the situation demands that I should. I cannot
stard by in silence when something needs
to be changed. | must have the courage w0

take a stand.

Sometimes people accuse me of being
too strong. If this means my taking positions

that are unpopular, so be it. Thar's the risk.’
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