December 1993

HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN VIETNAM

ISS

The human rights situation in Vietnam remains a serious concern to the Canadian
government and a negative factor in an otherwise improving bilateral relationship.

BACKGROUND

- Vietnam remains one of the world’s last communist states, currently undertaking
sweeping economic but much more limited administrative and political reforms. The human
rights situation has continued a trend of gradual improvement over the last several years. As
2 result of the reform process, limited freedom of speech, religion and political discussion
are now tolerated. Despite these modest positive trends, Vietnam’s performance continues to
‘be mixed and the human rights situation is- far from satisfactory. The communist party is
firmly committed to one-party rule and any questioning of its leading role is dealt with
. harshly. An extensive and pervasive security apparatus remains in place. Free and democratic
elections have not yet been held in Vietnam, and are unlikely in the foreseeable future.

‘The last political detainees, who had been held in re-education camps since the fall of
, were released in 1992. This closes a sordid chapter of the summary :
tens of thousands of South Vietnamese officials and soldiers, and their
massive physical deprivation.

2 new constitution in 1992 which notes that "human rights in all
, economic, cultural and social are respected". The constitution also
personal freedoms of speech, movement, association, belief and

, ownership of lawful income, and even the right of self-expression.
at all of these freedoms must be practiced "in accordance with the
tion of dissidents, for example, for openly advocating a

an dependent judiciary also limits the possibility of
its or challenging state contravention of individual

of human rights violations is Dr. Nguyen Dan
tives in the USA. As a result of his activities
embership in Amnesty International), Dr.

n (which, given his age, amounts (o a life




- The Mmeraﬁm of Buddhist monks and Catholic priests Femains. a cause f::;ain
international concern. A number of prominent writers, poets and joumallst.s also T :
imprisoned which is a focus of attention of Amnesty International’s Canadian branch.

Anoﬂ:cr area of current concern is the refusal of Vietnamese authorities to allow the
return of some of its own nationals back to Vietnam.

CANADIAN POSITION

~ Canada continues to have major concerns with the human rights situation in Vietnam.
Vietnam has come under scrutiny in the ODA, human rights and democratic development
w process and these considerations have been taken into account in the development of

/e have continued to make regular high-level representations to Vietnamese

S O every appropriate occasion to encourage greater respect for human rights and

specific cases of interest to us. Human rights issues were raised by then Minister of
ional Trade, the Honourable Tom Hockin, during the visit to Canada of the

Minister of Commerce and Tourism, Le Van Triet, in August 1993.

‘Canada has also continued to voice its concern about the human rights situation in
relevant international fora. The most recent was in a statement made by

Fréchette to the Third Committee of the 48th Session of the United Nations
in December 1993. ;

ent by Canada of an Embassy in Hanoi has improved our ability to
respect for human rights, to discuss issues of concern on a more
1 d to monitor developments.
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HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN BURMA

ISS

Even with a few signs of progress on individual human rights, Burma still has oner f
the worst records in Asia. There are perhaps 300 political prisoners remaining, includin of
Nobel Peace Prize winner Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, but exact numbers are haré to trackg
There have also been new cases of harsh sentences for political activity. '

BACKGROUND

After civil unrest throughout Burma calling for an end to 26 years of one-party
military rule by the Burma Socialist Program Party led by General Ne Win, the military re-
established control over the country, creating the State Law and Order Restoration Council
(SLORC) as the new ruling body. The National League for Democracy won the elections in
1990 but SLORC refused to allow the parliament to convene. They claimed that a
Constitution must be passed before they can hand over power. They have initiated a proeess

- of delegitimizing the 1990 elections which have a four-year term.

~ Since the beginning of 1992, there have been a few developments, such as the
abolition of military tribunals, the convening of a National Convention (700 people, with
nly a few MPs-elect) on the drafting of the Constitution which has been adjourned to :
jary 1994, the release of about 2000 prisoners (some political), and the signing of an
indum of Understanding (MOU) with the UNHCR on the repatriation of Rohingya
-appears that if the Constitution is approved, it will formalise the army’s
Burmese politics. :

trv with a dozen distinct ethnic groups and many dialects. Some of
their own armies and have been fighting the central government for
Sendence. SLORC has concluded a ceasefire with some of them,
ploit inter-ethnic divisions within Burma.

 growing foreign and trade relations with its Asian
s its distance. Ties with the P
2 centuries-old tradition with
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CANADIAN POSITION
and established

Caﬁada recognized Burma at the time of Independence in 1948 :
diplomatic relations in 1958. The Canadian Embassy in Bangkok is accredited to Burma.
Burma opened an embassy in Ottawa in 1966, closed it in 1978 and reopened it in 1985.

Canada’s relations with Burma are limited because of our human rights concerns.

 Canada suspended its aid program in 1988, and military sales have been halted. The
. Canadian government does not encourage Canadian business to become involved in Burma.

Canada continues to work jointly with a group of "like-minded" countries on this
. Through bilateral and multilateral channels, Canada has actively sought to promote
positive change in Burma. At the ASEAN Post-Ministerial Conference in Singapore in July
1993, Mr. Beatty called for the restoration of democracy in Burma and the immediate release
of political prisoners. On the occasion of the presentation of his credentials in November, our
Ambassador to Burma reiterated Canadian views to Burmese authorities. At the United
‘Nations General Assembly in December 1993, we once again co-sponsored a strong
resolution on human rights in Burma. Canada will maintain its position until SLORC
<demonstrates that it is ready to respect fundamental human rights and return to democratic
government. Canada will not prevent non-official groups from exploring ways to help the
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; Canadian officials have continued to maintain fruitful contact with various non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) about the human rights situation in China. These :
contacts allow us to exchange information about specific cases of human rights violations.

We intend to pursue such contacts in the future. f
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HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN INDIA

ISSUE

Human rights abuses continue in India des
protecting the rights of Indian citizens. On-going
of particular concern, with police and security fo
involved in serious human rights violations.

pit.e a comprehensive legal framework
violence and abuse in Kashmir and Punjab are
rces as well as opposition groups allegedly

- BACKGROUND

India is a multi-ethnic country with most states created along ethnic/linguistic lines.
About 30% of India’s population remain below the poverty line. Although India is officially a
secular state, communal or inter-religious tensions and violence have been increasing. The
1992 demolition of the Babri mosque in Ayodhya by militant Hindus, the subsequent violence
‘which left over 1000 people dead, and the recent spate of bomb attacks in Bombay provide clear
evidence of this.

While protection of human rights is generally well covered in India’s legal framework,

— India has not implemented these laws effectively and human rights abuses continue in a range of

In Punjab, state and national elections took place in February 1992 after a long period of
President’s Rule. A campaign by Indian security forces to eradicate militant groups within the
Punjab has been largely completed, and the general level of violence, including killings by the
d militant groups, has declined. The Punjab police, however, continue to be accused by
uman rights groups of custodial brutality and extra-judicial killings.

ly state in India with a Muslim majority and, over the past three years,
 and activities have escalated. The current phase of unrest had its origins
bly elections of 1987 and resulted in violent protests in Srinigar in
tion of over 200,000 Indian military personnel, the dissolution
tion of President’s Rule has further alienated the local

ports of serious human rights violations, including rape, by

- of the Hazratbal Muslim Shrine in Srinigar by Kashmiri

] ‘seventy marchers, protesting the siege of the shrine,

status and unequal access to education, employment,
tion in India despite an extensive legal framework,
equality to women. The problem is deeply rooted
tudes and religious practices such as arranged

1s is on the rise. India has not yet ratified the
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).
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, L hildren
Child labour is endemic in India despite provision in the Constitution t0 protieccz ;uémon
from this practice. Over 40% of children work. Poverty and lack of acclesihto 12:;est'number
o) : ia i ci i ib e ;
are the main reasons for child labour. India is also cited as having possibly the age of sixteen,

of street children in the world. Despite laws prohibiting child marriage un.der Child
the practice is widespread. India has ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the :

More positively, a special unit has been created within the armed forces,. its purpose
being to educate and generally raise the awareness of security force members.wn:h regards to
human rights. A National Commission on Human Rights has also been established. Not yet -
operational, the effectiveness and legitimacy of this Commission, however, are already pemg
called into question. The armed forces, including the paramilitary, are not subject to review by
the Commission and it has no independent investigative capacity. While able to make . ;
recommendations to the government, the Commission cannot ensure these recommendations will
‘be acted upon. Created by an ordinance and therefore not the subject of debate wi?hin
Parliament, the manner of the Commission’s very birth has been drawn into question.

\NADIAN POSITION ’ .

. . Canada regularly raises human rights problems in India in multilateral fora such as the
- UNCHR, the UN General Assembly and Aid India Consortium. :

~ Bilaterally, Canada maintains a dialogue on human rights with the Indian government,
- both at the national and state levels. Canada has pressed the Indian government to re-admit-
" 5 such as Amnesty International to the country and to create an effective human rights

O1

On specific issues such as the Sopore massacre of January 1993 and the recent siege of
tbal Muslim Shrine in Srinigar, Canada has, and continues to make representations to
ment registering our concerns about human rights violations and urging
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‘\ HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN INDONESIA

ISSUE

While there have been some positive developments in the area of human rights,
serious concerns remain especially with respect to East Timor,

BACKGROUND

When Indonesia declared independence in 1945, it comprised a vast territory bereft of
any strong national institutions or of cultural, linguistic, religious, national or even
geographic unity. The country staggered through 20 years of civil unrest, political
experimentation and chaos, confrontation with neighbours and precipitous economic decline.
After the communist coup attempt of 1965, the army and the public turned on real or alleged
communists, killing hundreds of thousands (including many ethnic Chinese because of
China’s support for the Indonesian Communist Party).

~ Bom out of this chaos, the Soeharto government has made unity, stability and
development its top priorities. While it has enjoyed success in all three areas, most notably in
~ the phenomenal economic growth which the country continues to enjoy, the government has
. made use of the military, judicial system, legislation and press controls in ways not always

There have been positive developments in Indonesia over the last eighteen months,

notable is the remarkable increase in press freedom and the general

> quality of public debate on human rights issues. Other developments

of a number of public meetings on human rights, the relaxation or
international travel for many people, including some prominent
establishment of a human rights commission. These '

_of cases of extra-judicial killings remain
address past abuses, including a number
of up to 1500 civilians in Aceh during



ok
imiimesia resumed discussions with Portugal under

to find an internationally acceptable resolution to the
intimidation by the military appears to continue unabated and the ICRC ha

the conduct of prison visits.

the auspices of the UN Secretary General

East Timor issue. On the negative sidev,
: s faced obstacles in

The situation in Aceh remains calm. Incidents of executions and di;appearances :
appear to have all but stopped since mid-1992. Reports of summary detention anq torture
continue, but in much smaller numbers. There have been recent reports of sb@xshes in Irian
Jaya, on the border with Papua New Guinea where separatists groups were active during the
1980s, although the extent of military involvement has yet to be fully clarified.

Land issues continue to be of concern as exemplified by the September 1993 incident
" on Madura island when the military fired on a group of civilians demonstrating against the
. construction of a dam. The government’s immediate reaction in removing and sanctioning
several officers may suggest it is prepared to take firmer action to discipline the military in -
these types of incidents. '

 CANADIAN POSITION

T Human rights concerns have been at the forefront of the bilateral relationship
- since Canada’s suspension of three planned development projects following the November
~ 19591 Dili incident. The Canadian government has repeatedly raised its concerns at every
‘Opportunity, most recently when Prime Minister Chrétien met President Soeharto at the -
C meeting in Seattle. In Indonesia, the Canadian Ambassador expressed Canada’s

0 pursue these issues when he met Major-General Theo Syafei, the military
er responsible for East Timor. Canada has also made representations on behalf of
>se detainess, including Xanana Gusmao and Antonio Gomez da Costa, urging the
‘authorities to consider full clemency to encourage reconciliation and a resolution

Canadian delegation to the 49th session of the United Nations Commission
(UNCHR) co-sponsored a strongly worded resolution which called on the
Indonesia to honour commitments made previously before the UNCHR on
East Timor. In the Canadian human rights statement to the UNGA Third
1993.Ambassndorlmxisel"'réchenespokctothehumanﬁghrs
and particularly in East Timor, and urged the Indonesian government

1an government has decided to cancel the projects suspended
‘with a view to moving ahead with other carefully selected
fundamental social, environmental and economic issues faci
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HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN PAKISTAN

ISSUE

The human rights situation in Pakistan remains worrying. Discrimination against ;
women and minorities, underpinned by Islamic precepts, stands out as a particular problem
However, the election of Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto in October 1993 reaffirmed the ;
democratic process, and has held out hope for basic social improvements, which will
improve the human rights situation.

- BACKGROUND

While it is still early in the tenure of Prime Minster Bhutto’s government to assess
any changes/improvements in the human rights situation in Pakistan, it is already clear that
her government will place stronger emphasis on a wider range of social concerns than did the
previous administration of Prime Minister Sharif. However the social conditions in Pakistan
continue to make it difficult for human rights to flourish.

R Increasing income polarization, removal of subsidies and cutting of services - part of
Pakistan’s IMF inspired structural adjustment package - further sharpen existing social and
economic disparities. The rural masses, the bulk of the population, continue to live under the
dominance of feudal overlords who have constituted the majority in virtually every legislature
Pakistan has had since independence. :

Religion, and especially Pakistan’s version of Islamic fundamentalism, has proven an
obstacle to the advance of democracy and internationally-recognized human rights standards,
‘especially as they impact on women. Well-organized and vocal, the Pakistani Islamic

lists, who constitute a small minority, exercise a disproportionate moral influence.
ly, this has not yet translated into a political influence, and the fundamentalists did
ly in the October 1993 elections. While successive Pakistani leaders have resoneq
ly harsher versions of Islam, it is anticipated that PM Bhutto may slow down its
she wishes Pakistan to evolve as a secular, Western-looking state. Regardle'ss, and
anding any moderating influence that PM Bhutto may be able to exercise during her
c the long term, secular traditions and institutions (in the Western context)
to take root in Pakistan. There is, however, hope of a change under PM Bhutto.

_socio-economic conditions have contributed to the emergence of thg
The rich are heavily guarded and the powerful retain small private
an, political and criminal violence is often int‘er-mmgled and

o the easy availability of weapons. The police are seen by most
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Pakistanis not as protectors but as oppressors. The levels of venality, ccrruption'and =
criminality in police ranks are extremely high. Physical abuse, rape and torture in po
custody are commonplace.

Overall, the human rights prospects remain worrisome. In addition to txad.monal :
banditry, discrimination of all forms characterises Pakistan society, although Paklstan' does -
not have as rigid and pervasive a caste system as India. There are in fact few places in the
world where women are worse off. Literacy among women is less than half of the o
(abysmally low) rate among men. However, urban upper-class women enjoy opportunities for
education and professional work in some fields. They make up most of the membgrshxp of
women’s groups who promote women’s rights and lobby the government. But again,
Islamicization poses a threat to even this slender achievement. Discrimination against
religious and other minorities is also rife, with abrogations of Islam being punishable under
law.

- With a GNP per capita of USA dollars 380, Pakistanis know extreme poverty and its
~ consequences. The infant mortality rate is 103 per thousand, much of it caused by simple
~ diarthoea and dehydration. Mortality is higher among girls than boys who tend to receive
- better care within the family because higher value is put on their lives. There are 2900
- people per doctor and fewer nurses than doctors. Malnutrition and disease take their toll - the
average life span is 56 years. Hospitals are free for basic medical care but grossly under-

There is no social safety net except for the family/clan and Islamic charities.

oy is about ten percent. Working conditions can be harsh, even bordering on
- the ILO estimated that in 1989 there were 20 million bonded labourers, a figure

‘may be exaggerated but nevertheless indicates the scale of the problem. The

children, for example, in the brick-making industry, is epidemic.

pleased that the nature of the disposition of the Pakistan; Army in the Sindh
‘they now are being used in support of the civil authorities efforts to re-

that Pakistan passed legislation against bonded labour and look

r ’overmesimaﬁonandtrmnmtofwomenasaruuhofthe
rdinance ,andofnﬁnoﬁﬁm,asamultofﬁﬂimncenmd

.
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We are concerned over the considerable evidence that many prisoners in police

custody are the victims of torture and female prisoners the victims of rape. We are
encouraged, however, by the recent urgent steps taken by the Bhutto Administration to
establish women-only police stations to enable women police officers to deal more effectively

with public safety concerns of women complainants.

~ Canada maintains close contact with Pakistani human rights groups, and has been
involved in making recommendations for Pakistani participants in Canadian human rights
courses. ICHRDD is involved in a project to promote the rights of bonded labourers.

Canada frequently makes its concerns known to the authorities, through multilateral channels,
as well as to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Islamabad and the Pakistan High Commission

in Ottawa.
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HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN THE PHILIPPINES
HUMAN RIGH1S SIIUAIION AN B2 =S

ISS

Serious human rights abuses still occur in the Philippines although the frequency

continues to decrease, following the trend of the past few years.

BACKGROUND

_ Human rights violations were a serious problem under the late President Marcos,
particularly between 1972 when martial law was imposed, and 1986 when Corazon Aquino
came to power. President Aquino restored democratic institutions and committed her

- government to respect of human rights, a provision included in the new Constitution of 1987.
Violations initially declined under President Aquino. However the inherent conflict between
the government’s commitment to human rights and its policy aimed at eliminating the

- communist insurgency, spearheaded by the National People’s Army, resulted in a

‘continuation of human rights violations by the police and the military. In addition the large

gap between rich and poor, and the special privileges reserved for the small but powerful

~ elite, created conditions conducive to human rights violations throughout the Marcos and

nino governments. These conditions remain under President Ramos.

‘has been a marked decline in human rights violations in the past year but

ations continue largely due to ingrained attitudes and the structure of society. The
citizens’ militia, and both communist and Muslim insurgent groups are the

s part of a major campaign to implement and seek broad support for the
reconciliation, initial steps have been taken to address the problem of

by these groups. Special negotiating panels were established to explore
mmaﬂesetﬂemem of differences between the government and the major
the communists, Muslim separatists and right-wing military
offers the best prospects in recent years of achieving stability and
2 ’human nghts situation.

Pres;dent Ramos has laid the foundation for
rights violations, including threats to peace
disparities, poverty and lack of economic

i required to achieve progress in all these
ts education at all levels of the government,
-would help to improve the human rights
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- Positive developments over the last year include: understandings reached with both
the lefi-wing National Democratic Front and the Muslim Moro National Liberation Front;
repeal of the anti-subversion law and release of most political prisoners; creation of the :
National Unification Commission - soon to be replaced by the National Amnesty Commission
- and appointment of a presidential advisor on the peace process; establishment of a
presidential anti-crime commission under Vice-President to deal with crime and corruption;
and the implementation of human rights courses for the military and police by the

- Commission on Human Rights.

 On the negative side, in addition to the difficulties experienced in following through
~ on some of the commitments above, the government appears to be set on reinstating the
 death penalty for a wide range of offences. ,

~ Canada has expressed strong support for President Ramos’ efforts to promote political

ility and security, as well as economic reform as a means of bringing about real :

in the human rights situation in the Philippines. A priority in the bilateral

nship, human rights concerns are addressed through dialogue at the ministerial level,
~consultation with Canadian and Philippine NGO groups, cooperation between

ian human rights institutions and their Philippine counterparts, and representations on

c and illustrative human rights abuse cases across the spectrum of concerns ,

nces, internal refugees, NGO harassment, and military and policy brutality). In

A supports a number of human rights activities through NGO channels,

1in support of rights of women and those of indigenous people.




Update on East Timor at the UNCHR

1. Australian diplomats have told people the following;

: That Indonesia has responded satisfactorily to the demands for
an investigation and punished those responsible for the massacre.

:That the Commission for Human Rights should not adopt a strong
resolution because it would be counter-productive and would only
strengthen the position of the hard-liners.

2. We have circulated a draft resolution which provides a strong
basis for bargaining. The Portuguese have incorporated the
fundamental elements of this into their draft without substantial
changes. The same has been approved at the top level in Portugal.

3.This draft is now the subject of discussion within the European
Community. The Portuguese met with the EC on Feb. 12 specifically
to discuss the East Timor resolution. There were comments on it,
but no immediate adverse reaction at this meeting.

The U.S_,<Anstra11a, the Dutch and the U.K. continue to work
) us.

lEast Tlmorese lobby has so far concentrated much of its
'k on the African Group. We believe that this is crucial due
ﬁ\follow1ng.

light of their previous support for East Timor in the
Assembly on the grounds of the inviolability of colonial
qpon which we can pressure them for support.

crucial that we prevent the Asian bloc from forming a
‘e,Afrlcan Group, which would in effect present a
~ia front in which Indonesia could block anything
his Commission.
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problem his trip presents is twofold.

7. We
speci

Firstly, his trip could give the impression that action on East
: v

Timor is already in train, so attention may be diverted from the
jssue here at the Commission.

: countries have indicated that they w1.ll await the
éi:gg;glgf 132?3;'5 trip before making a commitment'elthel':' way on
East Timor. This is of some concern to us because it 1eg1t1mat.:es
the delaying tactics by some governments. We are therefore doing
our best to counter this.

8. Portugal, Australia and Indonesia have all spoken.
: Portugal made a strong speech rejecting the Indonesian Inquiry,
posing pertinent questions, and calling for an international

investigation and a long-term solution to the future of East
Timor.

: Australia did not specifically mention Indonesia or East Timor.

: Indonesia strongly attacked Portugal.
massacre and expressed their regret for i
their desire to cooperate with the inte
their effort to combat human rights abuses in Indonesia. This

indicates a subtle new strategy of clever diplomacy on their
behalf, which we will be closely monitoring.

They acknowledged the
t. They also expressed
rnational community in

9. Koojiman presented his report to the Commission.
specifically refer to East Timor in his
thank Indonesia for the invitation to i

He did not
presentation, but he did
nvestigate.

10.Alan Nairn, Amy Goodman, Russell Anderson an
are all in Geneva. Alan and Amy addressed th
were well received. The Portuguese presented
video of the massacre at which Alan and Amy pro

d Saskia Kowenberg
€ Commission, and
a showing of the
vided commentary.

11. There has been some media coverage of East Timor,
a large Swiss daily (interview with me) and by French
 (interview with me, Amy and Allan plus showing footag

namely in
Swiss TV
e of the




: d a major story on Acech. S

; re). The Independent carrie / =
::zig:url. A Press Conference for Swiss media will be held this
morning and a Press briefing for UN Correspondents will be held

this afternoon.

12. I'11 speak under item 12 on 20 Feb.Vote will take place 3
March.

13. ICJ will issue its own report on East Timor next week and
will host a luncheon where I'll speak.

14. We have the support of many NGO's that are lobbying on our
behalf - this is very important to our work.

Conclusions

: The Commission is still at an early stage, so we have some
time on our side in which to maximize our lobby.

: It is clear that major players in the Western Group like the
U.S. do not want a strong resolution on East Timor, and that
Australia and the U.S. in particular will continue to lobby on
this point. :

: Most Asian countries will vote with Indonesia.

is strongly stating its position that there be
S without preconditions involving the East Timorese
spices. In doing so, they are acknowledging their
as the formally recognized Administering Power of
d asking for the right to complete the process of
ccordance with UN procedures. This could prove
2licy shift, particularly as Portugal holds:
e EC at the moment.

r will take place on a draft which will
- compromise to us, or if defeated, the
- they will break with the EC and go
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THE EAST TIMOR ALERT NETWORK

, - My name is Sharon Scharfe and I represent the East Timor Alert Network of Canada
Thank-you for giving us the opportunity to express our concerns regarding East Timor;, concemé
that I hope will be reflected in the position taken by the Canadian delegation at the ’upcoming
session of the UNCHR. :

I must begin by noting that I object to East Timor being lumped in with details on
Indonesia in the briefing book. At the Commission, East Timor is given its due concern. While
human rights abuses that are occurring in Indonesia are part of a larger picture of systemic human
rights violations by the Indonesian government, as coordinator of the only group in Canada
specifically dealing with human rights in East Timor, I shall restrict my comments to issues
relating to East Timor.

El'-"‘ [ an Rights Violations in East Timor in 1994

improved in 1994. Many people have been detained, arrested or have disappeared for
the illegal Indonesian occupation. Canada's delegation to APEC could not miss the
arrests of Timorese in Dili and Jakarta. However, the activities and responses by the
military that were highlighted at APEC were not an aberration; if anything the
‘Heads of State served as a moderating effect on the actions of the Indonesian

due to transmigration as the transmigrants are simply intensifying
1t also seems to be part and parcel of the fundamental problem of
ET. In the past year there have been many documented cases of
which results in understandable consequences, such as acts of
s Indonesia a scapegoat for their impact in ET under the rubric of
onesian police/military more reason to maltreat and even
rotesting a violation committed by a transmigrant).

of cases of human rights abuses by the Indonesian
of Canada's delegation to one specific category of
. women. [ have begun to document only a few of
terilization, killing of Timorese infants, torture,
imorese women. On October 18, 1994, the
ia is carrying out a 'systematic sterilization
en” In a telephone interview, Bishop Ximenes Belo
d replace the local population wxfh immigrant

es with Portugal. "They are forcing
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their orders by telling them that if it is the state that feeds the population, it should obey
state and not the church,” said Blshop Belo. He claimed that the policy of limiting the birth
e ‘among the Timorese "made no sense" since the Indonesians were "using their migration plan
= fill the territory with people from Java and Bali" and did not respect the beliefs of the local

population.

Report by the UN Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions

At the 50th Session of the UNCHR, Canada was part of the international community that
supported the Chair's Statement on East Timor. In our opinion, the one positive thing to have
emerged from the last session was the report by the Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial,
Summary or Arbitrary Executions. This report will be formally submitted in the upcoming
discussions on East Timor at the UNCHR, but for now I wish to draw to your attention some of
the recommendations contained within this report. i

This report deals specifically with the 1991 Dili Massacre, where as many as 273 peaceful
protestors were killed. After stating he had "clearly sensed the terror among the many Timorese"
~ with whom he had spoken, Bacre Ndiaye recommends that what happened at Santa Cruz should

_not be mmb&ered “a thing of the past", stating that "it is not too late" to find out the truth. The
nendations include setting up a civil police force in Timor, allowing international

s access to the territory, creation of a new and credible commission of inquiry, -
nt of mechanisms through which lawsuits could be brought against the military by
iliar s and through which they could be tried by ordinary courts. They are predictable
a was not expected, however, was the recommendation that Jakarta accelerate
arisation of East Timor, so that "families feel safe enough to denounce the
of their relatives" In its Conclusions, the report states that "no
e effective, and no solution for the problems of East Timor can be found

quietly accept integration with Indonesia; this
ose surrounding APEC in November. As the
right to self-determination, the Indonesian army
 basic human rights. The Special Rapporteur
oncern that the same conditions that allowed the

still persist in East Timor. With a view to
tations, he recommended that the new law on

~ recognise the right to peaceful assembly a
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manifestations, and clearly reflects the obligation of the security forces to respect the restrictions
and limitations on the use of force and firearms, as contained in the pertinent international

instruments.

Reséluﬁnn on East Timor at the S1st Session of the UNCHR

In light of this authorative UN Report, and the relative ineffectiveness of the Chair's
Statement of 1994, the East Timor Alert Network calls on the Canadian government to take the
Jead and actively lobby for a Resolution om the issue of East Timor at this year's S1st Session.
Canada must support firm action at the CHR in February when East Timor is considered under

item 12 of the CHR's agenda. :

year's Commission should include the following points:

+ial UN moderated investigation must be made into the Dili ‘Massacre of
findings made public and the perpetrators of the Massacre brought to
unity currently enjoyed by members of the Indonesian armed forces must

n at this

continuing human rights abuses, enforced disappearances and the

of the Commission must also impress upon Indonesia to invite
ic bodies of the UN to visit East Timor in the course of 1995,
orteur on Torture, the Working Group on Disappearances and the
Violence Against Women; ,
prisoners (notably Xanana Gusmao, Jose Antonio Neves);
‘mission concerning human rights violations against East Timorese

mistreatment of students;

0ops which cause human rights violations;

ns; and -

fers (the cause of recent inter-ethnic conflicts).

n to UNCHR who are present today assure me
on the issue of East Timor?

and Towill follow with great interest the
ing the issue of East Timor.
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Dear ET Supporter, January I8 L9056

_ Re: United Nations Human Rights Commission (UNCHR)

Let me begin by apologize for the generic greeting, but I'm
sending this letter off to many different people and organizations,
and simply don't have the time to write personal letters itoc all =
and =till be effective in time for this year's Commission.

I have spent the first part of 1995 preparing for the annual
NGO consultations with the Department of Foreign Affairs and the
Canadian Delegation to the UNCHR. I presented a brief on behalf of
ETAN/Canada yesterday (of which you will find the long version
attached). This is my third year for doing so, and in my opinion,
was the most encouraging year so far.

In the Asia section, the country order went China, Burma,
ndonesia ..., ordered by the government according to the number of
s that were anticipated to be presented on each country
ition, starting with the greatest and working on down. Well,
nesia and East Timor surpassed China and Tibet for the EiESE
h twelve briefs presented, from organizations such as
International, the Canada-Asia Working Group, Canadian
i itE-c For Human Rights, Article 19, the Canadian
nion and the Coalition to Oppose the Arms -Trade,
hers. One of the highlights for me was to hear Yvon
er Canadian Ambassador to the UN (and very highly
Department) speak on the issue of East Timor and
c comment to Ed Broadbent (who was sitting in for
a and Indonesia/East Timor session), that the
tre for Human Rights needs to fund research into
International and CAWG presented two briefs
on East Timor and the other focusing on

ional asked the Canadian government to
in Indonesia by focusing only on East
oreign Affairs (Marius Grinius, Directar;
, replied that if it seemed that the
m East Timor, it was only due to tpe
e East Timor Alert Network was deoing 1in
f the Canadian government cases of human
imor (I hate it when he "compliments" us
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Marius also noted in his reply that the In i
to Canada had met with the Department last weeﬁ?nszlg?ezgﬁisiid9r
wersion of human rights violations in East Timor (he did:%E
elaborate on what this was, but Marius does appear to be on o
"side" when talking about East Timor; he and I just "disagree" o

how best to resolve the situation from a Canadian standpoint). gn
PE course, contacted the Portuguese Embassy today, and thé
Portuguese Ambassador is meeting with Marius tomorrow. The

Indonesian government is preparing well in advance of the
Commission, and as such, requires a concerted effort from each
country to lobby their government to stand strong this year.

Urgent Action Required NOW?!1!!

There must be pressure from Canadians. Please write to Andre
Quellet, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Raymond Chan, Secretary
of State for Asia-Pacific, regarding your concerns for the upcoming
session of the UNCHR. Please send copies of your letters to your
MP, Svend Robinson and Lucien Bouchard (noting of course, that all

these letters are postage free). And should you find yourself with
a2 stamp on your hands, I would highly recommend your writing a
letter directly to the Director for Southeast Asia Division, Marius
Grinius, Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade,
Lester B. Pearson Building, 125 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, ON KI1A 0G2
" (Fax: (613) 996-4309).(Marius will ultimately be the one who will
say either "yay" or "nay" for Canadian support of a Resolution on
East Timor.) Let these people know your concerns, noting that you
will be following the activities of the UNCHR very closely. It
uld be emphasized that Canada must press for a Resolution, even
s in principle only (in case others, such as the US, are
: another Chair statement like last year).

ressure, the better. But if you're going to write
st be now, as the UNCHR is scheduled to commence
East Timor appearing on the agenda sometime in
be monitoring the situation through friends at
JN Mission, and NGOs in Geneva who will be
ng the activities of the Canadian delegation.
; Canada is up to something less than
ou know immediately. Please keep me
s; and send me a copy of any letters that
he UNCHR. My address is: ETAN/Ottawa,
ON K1P SRI1.

Sincerely,

Samn -

sharon Scharfe
ETAN/Canada



- CONSULTATIONS
_IN PREPARATION FOR THE 51ST SESSION
OF THE U.N. COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS

JANUARY 17-18, 1995




December 1994
THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN INDONESIA

ISSUE

The human rights situati
over the past year and signs,
Indonesian government.

BACKGROUND

A complex country not well known to Canadians, I.ndonesia i§ quick}y e.mcrg'mg as a major
player on the international stage. This new status is a reflection of its size, phenomenal
economic growth, impressive natural resource bas.e and strategic location in Asia. Following
on the political and economic chaos that characterized Lhe Sukarpo era, the Soeharto
government has made unity, stability and development its top priorities. While it has
enjoyed success in all three areas, the government has made use of the military, judicial
system, legislation and press controls in ways not always respectful of human rights.

ion in Indonesia remains of concern following a number of setbacks
both positive and negative, of increased sensitivity by the

~ Developments over the past year have heightened international concern about human rights in
Indonesia. In May, the suspicious death of a union activist and a generalized strike led to a

riot in North Sumatra that highlighted the limited labour rights enjoyed by Indonesian

rkers in one of the more dynamic economies in the region. In June, the Indonesian

iment banned three prominent news magazines because of reporting on government

and economic policies. Warnings were issued to other prominent Indonesian

ther attempts to limit press freedoms. Ensuing demonstrations were met with

demonstrators were detained. Also in June, Indonesia publicly threatened

h political and economic sanctions to force the cancellation of a non-

on East Timor eventually held at the University of the Philippines.

in East Timor was forcefully suppressed by Indonesian security
-control gear following a series of incidents reminiscent of the
mber 1991 Dili incident. In this latest event, approximately
many were detained. Further incidents of violence during
to the heightened tension between the Timorese and

ve also been some advances as demonstrated by the

in dealing with both peaceful and more violent (as

ons. Recent meetings between the Indonesian

 the visit to East Timor of the United Nations

y Executions and the improved access enjoyed
a whole are further indications of the

concerns.




=g
il international organizations, none of these
ing on the fundamental structural problems that are
in Indonesia. The military maintains an oppressive
haves with little regard for human

nerally be
ved threats to national security. The legal

impunity 10 &
i sugjecttyto political interference and the political system has no true
gradual improvement in the human rights situation is

stem Temains
2 The slow, ! :
d international pressure in this matter. This

democratic accountability . .

attributable to the considerable domestiC gn ' .

pressure Will likely increase both domestically as a result qf improved economic prospects
internationally as Indonesia seeks to play a more important

and higher education levels, and ‘ onally .
role commensurate with its economic and political weight.

ANADIAN POSITION
ave been at the forefront of the bilateral relationship since Camda’g
: %ion ’I%fe ﬂclrce g-lamed developn;lcnt projects following the November 1991 Dili
incident. ’ anadian government has repeatedly raised our concerns at every o i
mst recently when Primg Ministgr Chrétien met President Soeharto at the APr})ElC Ir)rl::er:':lnmti);
;akam 'One' of the first items raised by Prime Minister Chrétien, the situation in East .
‘bfn;:n;u:::i glssc;;sed fzfn length. The que Minister offered Canadian cooperation in support
e hnggv :r;n :;s.m strengthemng respect for human rights. It is in this context that
‘Canadian gove; is supporting the visit of Canada’s Chief Commissi
» mm
Rights anic h:sozg;@ntsi to er;%age the Indonesian Commission for Human Rlisgslifsmi::rl i
cooperation. While in Indonesia, Prime Mini el
- : : ) inister Chr,
p;g_;cct w1.th Care Canada aimed at strengthening comrmelg;m moluint it
helping the poor meet basic human needs. Deena

has been well documemed by
;\esvelopmems or trends has any rf:al ?za;
at the heart of the human rights situat! i
presence in East Timor and elseyherg and g :
rights and with . dealing with perce

Human rights concerns h:

Embass; rema" ive i i
: ffyi&ls anlélsngrclt-xve in pursuing Canadian concerns in meetings with
L -by' - é(:l\l’)zrslryner;lta] grganizations active in this area. The
e . » has been effectively used to support proj
e human rights interests in Indonesia. e

€ on this issye ; :
. ddmssfs:dlssul:: iISI;umultllz}teral fora. At the Third Committee of
e m; of hurpan rights in Indonesia and particularly
- U progresen? tq improve access to East Timor by
= wor-kcszdm t'he UN-sponsored talks between Portugal
e T'Wlth other c'ielegations to ensure the most
o , imor following the Dili shootings in

anada’ ;
dresses éf:nléuman rights objectives, the development
DA th:memzf] Sos:xal, environmental and economic
omote | ough its bilateral and partnership
) ‘F’mﬂ“ rights in areas such as women’s rights,




