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Timor oil stained with blood

The East Timor ¢asc landed in the

- } I
Workd Court on Jan. 3l. The l.orm
guese government is suing Australia for

stealing the offshore oil deposits of thg
Timvor Gap, saying the resource belongs
o the people of Fast Timor under mle.lr-
national law. Australia and Indngqu
signed a trealy several years ago di md:
ing up the rich oil deposits (up {0 On¢
billion barrels) of the Timor Gap. The
Portuguese wanted to sue Indonesiﬂ_as
well but Indonesia does nol reCognIze
the World Court’s jurisdiction.

The case is about far more than oil,
however — it effectively provides a [o-
rum to test the international legal status
of East Timor. invaded and occupied by
Indonesia 20 years ago. “If Portugal wins
the case, it will help other governments
in the world 10 suppon our case and
make clear that indonesia’s occupation 1s
illegal,” said Jos¢ Amorim Dias, European
representative for the East Timorese resis-
tance movement CNRM.

Australia agreed to formally recog-
nize East Timor as a province of Indo-
nesia — a step no other Western
government has taken — in order (o
close the Timor Gap deal. Several Ameni-
can and Australian companies have al-
ready begun exploratory drilling.

After the journalists left

Last November's Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation summit, meant as
an opportunity for Indonesia to shine
in the world spotlight, ended up throw-
ing the light of publicity on East Timor,
as hundreds of Timorese rallied for in-
dependence in both Timor and
[ndonesia’s capital, Jakarta. With thou-
sands of overseas journalists and a dozen
heads of state (including Canada’s Jean
Chrétien and U.S. president Bill Clinton)
in the country, Indonesian Presideni
Suharto promised there would be no
reprisals. Since the journalists left. how-
ever, quite the opposite has been the
case. Human rights violations in De-
cember and January are 100 numerous
1o list, but a selection follows.

* Dozens who protested during APEC
were arrested and tortured in custody.

* On Dec. 7, the 19th anniversary of
the invasion of East Timor, members of a
pro-Indonesian vigilante group auacked
the offices of the newspaper Suara Timor
Timur, The incident was condemned by
Indonesia's semi-underground Association
of Independent Journalists.

* 24 East Timorese students were
arrested on Jan. 9 for holding a pro-

independence demonstration at the Uni-
versity of East Timor,

- * Five people were killed when
security forces cracked down on a dem-
onstration in Baucau, Bast Timor's sec-
ond-largest city. The demonstration
stanted after the murder of o Timorese
man by an Indonesian transmigrant. In-
| donesian soldiers then clashed with pro-
lesters, shooting four more people. Par
|©f Baucau market was burped. ST

the responsibility of the police and the
military. They should been able to
prevent this [rom happening,” East
Timor's Bishop. Carlos Ximenes Belo,
commented.

e “Rui” Celso Oliveira was arrested
for sending information on human rights
in East Timor overseas.

e Three Indonesian soldiers were
kKilled in a clash with Timorese guerril-
las in early January near Dili, the capital
of East Timor. When military authorities
were unable to track down the guerril-
las, they rounded up six local civilians
and shot them in cold blood.

* Six long-term East Timorese pris-
oners held a hunger strike in January to
demand that they be moved to a prison
in East Timor, closer to their families. The
SIX are curreéntly being held at Semarang
prison in j;ivu. There has been no re-
sponse to date [rom prison authorities.

Indonesia defies UN

Human. rights violations are still
widespread in East Timor, despite reso-
lutions at the last three sessions of the
United Nations Commission on Human
Rights, says a report from a special UN
observer. “The Special Rapporteur Urges
the Indonesian authorities (o carry out
thorough, prompt and impartial investi-
gations ol all suspected cases of
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary ex-
ccutions and enlorced or involuntary
disappearances,” said Mr. Bacre Waly
Ndiaye, a Senegalese who is the UN's
special rapporteur on extra-judicial, sum-
mary or arbitrary executions,

Ndiaye's report, issued following o
mission to East Timor last July, called
for a “drastic reduction” in the Indone.-

Slan troop presence, He also stated that
the Santa Cruz massacre of Nov. 12,

991 (when over 250 un lor organizing a strike in the industrial

rmed Timorese were city ol Medan last spring. Muchtar suf-

gunned down by Indone- ters Irom a kKidney condition and may
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o write (0 Foreign Minis-
ter André Ouellet (House
f Comnions, Quawa Ont..
K1A 0AD, Fax
U920). Please ask that Ca-
nadian representatives at the commission
meeting push for a strong resolution,
nol a so-called “consensus declaration”
approved in advance by Indonesia.
Canada should also demand that past
commission resolutions on East Timor
— such as free access (o the terntory
for human rights groups like Amnesty
International — be enforced. Finally,
Canada should seek to have the recom-
mendations of the two UN special
rapporteurs enforced, and seek approval
lor UN rapporteurs in other areas (o go
(0 East Timor.

The senous hu
man rights violations in East Timor are
: nO longer an issue of Easi

013-995- f [l‘lt.lt_rn'lt.“.’%\.i; yet it is a great challenge
and shame 10 the peoples in the Asia
Pacific region.” said a statement from
the Korean Human Rights Network
(KOHRNET), which organized the event.
“Universal values such as human nghts
and democracy are becoming increas-
ingly important in an era ol
globalization. Our concem for human
rights in other nations is an expression
of the conscience of humankind and a
practice of the universality of human
rights, not an intervention in the affairs
of ancther country. Therefore, as mem-
bers of the global village, we wish o
express our strong aspiration for hll
restoration of human rights and East
Timor's right 1o self-determination,”
KOHRNET continued. KOHRNET has
nine member organizatons, including
Christian and Buddhist churches and a
pro-unification group.

Meanwhile, human rights activists also
demonstrated for East Timor in Colombeo,
the capital of war-tom Sri Lanka.

In January, European solidarity
groups reallirmed their commitment at
a gathering in Brussels. An Asia Pacilic
solidarnty gathenng is expected this vear.

Labour organizers jailed

Two leading members of Indone-
sia's only [ree trade union and a lead-
Ing union activist have been jailed for
peacelful labour organizing. Muchrar
Pakpahan, chair of the SBSI (Indone-
sian Prosperity Trade Union) was sen-
enced to three to four vears in jail.
Amosi Telaumbanua, chair of the SBSI's
branch in Medan (North Sumatra) was
jailed for fifteen months to three years.
Both were charged with responsibility
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