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a0t Pinar Gommeten We stand a a oritical moment for the people of East Timor. I two days, the lido-

aesian and Portuguese Foreign Ministen will oot wider your auspices 0 decide
the security amangements and the modalities for the August 8 ballot in Fast Tiumor
For many years we have looked w the United Nations as the only legitinaie and
reliable body capable of seftling this Wagic issue Wt 4 way acoopiable both W the
long-suffering East Tumoiese people and o the inieinational cosununity - the
W Nations is equipped with many resolutions which, piopesly inplemented,

a framework for the East Timorese people to determine their own fulwie

e from cosrvion and fear. We refer 0 Resolution 1314 (XV) of 14 December

1960 an the right to self-determination, Seourity Council resolutions 384 (1973)
and 389 (1970) calling on lndoaesia o withdiaw from Fast Tunor withowt delay .
and the eight resolutions of the General Asseimbly on Fast Fimor
Sinee you bevame Sevretary General, your office has taken many initialives W w-
plement these resolutions. We appreviate your effoits and those of your vompetent
and committed staff over the past two yeans, aid shaie your eageiness w solve this
23-year blot on humanity s consvieice.
You hﬁ your press biriefing on Apiil 23, after the last round of tipaitite wlks, by

this was 2 good day, and that theie are nol mainy of those at the United
Nations these days. There are no good days at all in Fast P these days During
the moath of April alone, move than 100 bast Tunoiese civilians weiv imwdoied by
m militias the Indonesian government has proven unwitling oi unable ©

MWQMmewEJA& Tinor peace provess, and i

comimitted o allowing Fast Timor w become independent if the wiritony s people

mwomm Many of us believe he is sincerely looking
oxit to indonesia’s long, illegal ocoupation of East Pimos, and

mu»mmmmmwmwmm But his good will is

- st by e ndonssan il s puriioy i

anding Presidont Habibie's announced policy, the same anny that ille:
| m Timor in 1975 and has brought so much gitel and sutteing
is still there. Although tndonesia’s vivilian governiment has ackiow
iMth&hmlm its army and polive have en
89 pore violence. The ammed forces provide the paramilitanes with
,_‘ , money and training Senior military and police officers have attended
i hmmwm«:mwmm doing nothing
, , there are repoits of the police and ainy direvtly
theae death suads
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”“anmmammuunmmmmmmmwm But the
paramilitary violence persists, and Indonesia has made no significant effors 1o control it Murders contimue daily.
“WMMWMmeMMWMW
with impunity. and tens of thousands of internal refugees live in fear for their lives. 1f the United Nations were
conduct a popular consultation in this atmosphere of terror, it would be a cruel hoas on the people of Fast Timeor
and a betrayal of the principles the United Nations stands for

Mdﬁmmmwam1m,dmwmmm have pledged 1o

subvert the the peace process and vowed 10 continue their terror campaign afler August 8 if the voters reject sutonomy

High Indonesian-appointed officials have declared their opposition to holding the consultation Indonesis must act

decisively 1o fulfili the commitments they are making to you and 1o the international community, both 16 eture

:hmMﬂ»muﬂnuwﬁuMwmdmmmvmu August % is only
months away.

It is regrettable that representatives of the people of East Timor have been excluded from the development of the
peace process, and will not participate in the negotiations and signing on May § Their non-participation places an
extra responsibility on the United Nations, in accordance with the resolutions cited above, 1o ensure that thewr
nghts and interests are protected.

Available information gives us great concern about the agreements 1o be signed on Wednesday The following
clements are essential for a legitimate August % ballot. We have consulted with many Fast Timorese leaders and
befieve that these conditions also represent their wishes.

I. Assoon as the S May accord is signed, the United Nations must assume responsibility for creating and pre-
serving law and order in East Timor, and for protecting public safety. The indonesian military has been there
illegally for 23 years, and their occupation has taken more than 200,000 Fast Timorese lives Fven afier
President Habibie's change of policy, the Indonesian military and police have proven incapable of stoppmg
paramilitary viokence. It will be impossibie for the United Nations 1o conduct a meaningful assessment of Fast
Timorese public opinion if those forces - one party 1o the conflict, are controlling the situation on the ground
Furthermore, the United Nations should implement the voting process and not merely supervise an Indonesia-

 rum ballot.

g _wm-&.m.ﬂmwmwm.nmi terrorists who openly and re-
' viokste Indonesian and common law. They must be disarmed and drshanded, and therr leaders

It 10 justice. It is not sufficient for them simply to be ordered 1o Tay down their arms ' The U N must
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'”Muhu

3. The principal mifitary adversaries in the long-standing conflict are the Indonesian armed forces (ABRI) and
e ,;-ﬁmwummmmmmmmmm
of self-defense. They must both agree 1o lay down their arms m preparation for the consulta-
'ﬁ&dm-puuuumm 1000 (still far above the number of FALINTIL per-
& week before and after August 8. both ABRI and FALINTIL should be confined to specific

?
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o 16 & v this peace process. Sach officials, whatever their poitical views, should be re-

, meeting Indonesia’s commitments 16 the world communty Those wha subvert

same at exercising their right to advocate that peopie vote for autonomy ) should
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AN Wbﬁmm the United States, Aastrafia, Ger-

d 9 Kingdom. All of these, with the exception of the Phwippines,

_m NS, trainimg and/or money 16 sepport Indonesia « llegal cccupation of
] WM'MM We arge Portugal,

de & broad range of nations. Among the many which woukd he weil
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We urge you 10 make it clear 1o the Indonesian - conditions 2 ned N
fovernment thal these conditions are essential for the Unned Na-
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Over the last few months, the major consequence of the U N peace process in East Timor has hoen 3 marked -
calation in violence. The world community has boen shocked as machetes and guns bave taken well over 8 hun-
dred innocent lives. We know that you share our abborrence of this hatant subversion of the process. and hope
~ that you agree that action along the lines described above is the only way 10 rescue the process, the credituliny of

- the United Nations, and the lives, rights and futures of the people of East Timor.
~ Since April 23, many key governments, including permanert members of the Security Council and most of those
~ inthe countries represented in [FET, have strongly urged the Indomesian authorities 10 900 the parsmilitary vio-
~ and helpful, and assure you that our concer and actions will continue until 2 just and lasting peace s n place.
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May 23, 1999
Hon Kofi Annan
United Nations Secretary -General
New York, NY 10017
By fax o 212-963.2135

When we wrote to you before you negotiated the May 5 Tripartite agreement, we
were concerned about aspects of the popular consultation in Fast Timor We are
gratified that some of our points were addressed. although the most important
ongs were not. We understand the importance you place on moving the process
forward, with the intention that when a U N_team was in Fast Timor it would be
possible to increase the pressure on Indonesia to take its security responsibilities
seripusty.

We are encouraged by your selection of lan Martin to head UNAMET, by the
serious commitment to a meaningful peace process we have heard during discus-
sions with UN_ personnel over the past two weeks, and by the forthright state-
ments issued by UNAMET s press spokesman in Dili

Eightsen days have passed since the New York agreements were signed — 20%
of the way to August B During this period, the militias and their Indonesian mili-
tary sponsors have become more blatant in proliferating terror throughout Fast
Timor. Since the beginning of 1999, they have forced more than 13 000 Fast
Timorese people to flee their homes, many into paramilitary contrelled virtual
prison camps. Killings continue almost every day. The close cooperation be-
tween Indonesian police and military personnel and the paramilitaries has be-

In our May 3 letter to you, we expressed concern that Indonesian forces, rather
than the United Nations, were given responsibility for security in Fast Timor
during the August consuliation. When this was raised after the signing ceremon
on May 5, you expressed the need for realism, and asked the journalists “ What

WMW
. during the last two weeks it has become abundantly clear that the

mymdﬂmmﬁﬂmmeywmuhcummeffmm
mumammmmm democratic and fair manner 1t is
a3 if the April 21 Peace Pact, in which Mr_ Alatas placed so much stock during
the tripartite negotiations, does not exist. East Timor has become a law-free zone,

o MWWWMM mayhem with impunity

n UNAMET 1 David Wimhurst decries unprovoked militia kill-
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,, - .A | Bukitis not “rogue clements™, it is the military from the top down. A few days ago, Gen. Wiranto belittied the

UN. role in East Timor: “They will only give suggestions to the Indonesian Police.”

Every U.N. person we have spoken with acknowledges that a popular consultation in the current climate of fear
gggg reflect the wishes of the people of East Timor. Yet the climate continues to worsen, and
the U.N. process is proceeding, If the people of East Timor are not able to return o their homes, 1 live without
Ol.ﬁngar that process will be a cruel hoax. We believe it can still be salvaged, but only through prompt
and effective United Nations action to control the military/paramilitary violence. There are fewer than eleven
The International Federation for East Timor will send teams of non-partisan NGO observers to East Timor be-
gagﬁwgu‘cﬂ,sgﬁgc.z. in ensuring that the vote is free and fair. UN. personnel
have told us that they will not be responsible for the safety of our observers, and we do not expect any special
treatment. But the United Nations is conducting the popular consultation and is therefore responsible for the
safety of ail peopie in East Timor during that period, be they East Timorese, Indonesian, or other nationals. And
the U.N. is failing in that responsibility.

When you report to the Security Council tomorrow, we urge you to ask for more than authorization 1o continue
with the process agreed upon on May 3. That agreement assumed the good faith of Mr. Alatas and the govern-
ment he represents. But in the last two weeks, the Indonesian government has shown no good faith, no indica-
tion that it respects the papers it has signed, the institution of the United Nations, or the collective wishes of the
international community. Their recent unilateral attempt to change the date of the consultation is another exam-
ple of the low regard in which they hold the agreements they have made with you.

In our May 3 letter to you, we asked the United Nations to take responsibility for security in East Timor. Events
since then have made that request ail the more imperative. We urge you to ask the Security Council for author-
zation to send U.N. peacekeepers to East Timor - not merely to advise the Indonesian police, but to replace
them with people who take the responsibility to protect the population sertously. This must be done as rapidly a
possible - each day of delay allows paramilitaries to Kill new victims.

We suggested that you go to Jakarta to meet with President Habibie to underscore the importance of restorng
peace to East Timor; that would still be useful. Perhaps you could go to East Timor as well, to further demoi-
strate to the Indonesian government and the international community the seriousness of the UN. commitment to
Qn May 17, UNAMET spokesman David Wimhurst said “Words by the Indonesian Governiment are not encugh.
- Determined action must be taken by the appropriate Indonesian Security authorities to curtail the activities of

5 I"ﬁll;’vﬂi.f Determined action must be taken by the United Nations w0
~ curtail the activities of the militias. The Indonesian military and its civilian leadership are playing the interm-
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community for fools, and the credibility of the United Nations itself is at stake.
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The International Federation for Bast Timor was founded 1 1991 by Bast Tumor solidarty
groups in Japan, Australia, Burope and North Amernca to e 3 cleannghouse foe NGO
manves on Bast Timor and to support those mmanves, particular in U nsted ‘hnnasﬁn
IFET is aceredited wath the U N. Department of Public Informanon and has a U
Hepreseatative 1n New York. The secretanat s mn Japan.
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determination guaranteed by the U N. Charter — to joun IFET. so that

NGOs= 1 solidaryy with East Timor can maintan the mimmal muatual coatact o
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ton sianng and occasional jomnt statements o U N, bodies.

mﬁnwmmﬁnmﬁﬁp&mm contributions of
affiliating groups to cover the costs of printing and maiimg manoual buileuns ana
ocecaswonal urgent updates. We hope you can contnibute on a siiding scale — funded groups
ar groups in First Worid countres are asked to contribute $100. bug dues are not
_Whm

mmmmﬁnmmmamw hearngs oo
-Mhimmu&m 1996. IFET will help NGOs peesent petztions by
providing ion and arranging for someone % present the statement if vour group
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Joint International Observer Mussions
To the East Timor Popular Consultation Process

PRESS STATEMENT
Nepsemner

We the International Observer Missions listed below consader 1 of the atmond e rian s o 0LQress owl
evaluation of the consultation process implemented By | NAME | in the | ramewon of te Man *7 agressnen
under the suspices of the Secretary General of United Nations.

We want 10 state, in the very first place. ouwr recogmton 1o the professsonal work wndertaben by the
international and local staf¥ of UNAME T with full respect 1o the free will of the people o wee

In sharp contrast with the electoral process, we are extremels comerned that desprie e Setermnoston duen
by the East Timorese people 10 vote in the populas consultation o sach impress ve members oo 07 L gt the
climate of fear and intidation continues to distor thewr il

Specifically, we want to express owr concern regarding the respect and Tull complumme with Amie | of tw
May * Agreement which states

“The Government of Indonesia will be responsible for mantaiming peace and secait i Last Timme oo onder w0
ensure that the popular consultation is carmed ot in & fair and peaceful way 0 o arem i o v 0
intimidation. violence or mterference from amy wde

There has been a systematic process of intimudation agninst the Fast Timorese popuiatnm s well o ona ad
mmmdmm
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International Federation for East Timor Observer Project

East Timor field office international press contact | Toronto Canada)
Eairro Pite Kec. Dili Barat, East Timor Magge Helwig
RT/RW 01 (di depan SD Empat) Tel 1-416.537-7290
Tel 62-390-321969 fax 62-390-321264 maggie@web net
PR 3.net.id hittp /'www etan org/ifet

Darwin Austraha
7 September 19996

IFET-OP's field office was looted and burned shortly after we evacuated Dil For further

information, contact the IFE T-OP International Coordinator
Charles Scheiner. PO Box 1182 White Plains NY 10602 USA
Tel 1-914-428-7299 fax 1-914-428-7383 cschemner@ige apc org

We are speaking for the international Federation for East Timor Observer Project which brough!
more than 120 volunteer observers to East Timor from all over the world o observe the U N

popular consultation process.

Today, September 7, the last of our observers was forced to leave East Timor Over the past two
days, the Royal Australian Air Force evacuated 80 of our nonpartisan volunteers to Darwin from
Dili and Baucau.

We left East Timor for safety, but with tremendous sadness The East Timorese pecple have no
Australia to run to, no piace to hide from militia terror Last right, Australia and Indones.an military
officers prevented one of our East Timorese staff members from boarding the plane with us — and
he faces an unspeakabie horror shared by hundreds of thousands of hus fellow East Timorese

Most international observers and media fled East Timor before IFET-OP had to leave and we
were the last international NGO to leave UNAMET has withdrawn from the entire country excep!
Dili, where their communications and electricity has been cut off, and they are surrounded by
militias who shoot into their compound virtually without interruption

As we escaped East Timor, both IFET-OP and the people we left behind kept thinking of 1875
when the international community abandoned East Timor, allowing the Indonesian military to
invade and kill 200,000 people with impunity while the nations of the world closed ther eyes

It is beginning to happen again -- and this time it must not be ignored By its actions the
indonesian military has not only declared war on the people of East Timor but on the United
Nations -- the representative of all nations of the world. No government would respond to such
attacks with delegations and discussions. It is long past time for the international community to
take immediate, forceful and effective action to stop the killings in East Timor

For months, the world has accepted the Indonesian fiction that the militias the military and the

police are separate entities. As our observers have seen in numerous incidents, and as virtually

every East Timorese person knows in their bones, these are interchangeable uniforms with the

same people, the same weapons sources, and the same purpose Yesterday's declaration of

martial law is an Orwellian manipulation of reality -- the militia wing of the military already controls

neMy all 01‘ Eait ﬂm by m terrorist actions against UNAMET, civilians, foreigners and most
ro-inde ence advocates -- more than 3/4 of the East Timorese people

l-hm& of East Timorese, including many UNAMET local staff, have been killed by militas
since the August 30 ballot. Foreign journalists and CivPols have been targeted and wounded Yet
there have been no casualties among the TNI or the police. If those armed government forces are
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truly opposing militias that have shown no reluctance to kill, why are they not subject to the same
murderous wrath as the civilian population?

In last week's vote, more than 78% of the East Timorese people voted for independence, which
should invoke a transition from Indonesian rule to East Timorese independence. It is
unconscionable that the result of the ballot is the forced exodus of the UN and other internationals
from East Timor, and the transfer of power to killers armed and supported by the Indonesian
military. It is as if Indonesia tricked the United Nations and Portugal into signing the May 5

accords, using the popular consultation to lure pro-independence East Timorese out into the open
to be marked for death.

It is long past time for the United Nations to take responsibility for security in East Timor by
replacing Indonesian police and military with U.N. forces who will put an end to militia terror and
bring the perpetrators to justice. Each diplomatic ploy that delays UN peace enforcement is
directly responsible for the deaths of hundreds of East Timorese people. Every time the Security
Council accepts a TNI troop level increase or declaration of martial law as an excuse to forestall
effective international action, they are complicit in killing.

Tens of thousands of East Timorese have fled to the mountains to escape militia terror. Nearly as
many have sought sanctuary in churches, police stations, UNAMET compounds and elsewhere
They face militia attacks, starvation, disease and death from lack of security, food, water and
health care -- and yet no reliable protection, aid agency or international support is allowed near
them.

Equally frightening are widespread reports of East Timorese civilians and refugees being forced
onto trucks or ships and taken away to West Timor or other Indonesian islands. Nobody knows
how many have been abducted, but it is certainly in the thousands. Where are these people taken
to, and what will they face upon arrival? Without any oversight, images of genocidal slaughter
from Indonesia’s occupation of East Timor 24 years ago spring to mind.

Because of the current situation, the International Federation for East Timor Observer Project
recommends that the following actions be taken in order to forestall further killing in East Timor:

1. The international community must declare Indonesia a pariah government. All military and
economic cooperation, IMF and World Bank support, and other financial assistance should be
frozen until Indonesia brings the militias under control.

2. Since the Indonesian government is unwilling or unable to control the shock troops it has
created, the Indonesian military must withdraw from East Timor, the militia must be disarmed,
and the United Nations must immediately send armed peace enforcement personnel to East
Timor to assume responsibility for security in the territory. This must be an international effort
which should include all members of the Security Council, including the United States

3 UN, national, and non-governmental organizations must provide immediate emergency
humanitarian aid to those displaced from their homes by militia terror. If the Indonesian

government cannot provide a secure environment for these agencies to do their jobs, the U N
must take on that responsibility as well.

4 Forced transport of East Timorese civilians out of East Timor by the Indonesian military must
stop immediately, and those already relocated must be monitored by international agencies
and allowed to return to their homes. If the international community cannot guarantee their
safe resettlement in East Timor, Australia and other countries must accept and care for East
Timorese refugees until order and peace is restored.

- end -
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