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Novemlber 19€1= A Month oF
S@Uu@]@m{iy @[m@} Action

This fall the East Timor
Human Rights Committee (ETHRC)
and the Pacific Concerns Rese-
arch Center (PCRC) will be org
—anizing an international mon-
th of action on East Timor.
The month that has been target
-ed is November 1981 during
which the U.N. will be debat-—
ing and voting on this year's
resolution on East Timor. Nov
—ember 28th is also the anni-
versary of the Declaration of

Independence of the Democratic.

Republic of East Timor.

The objective of this pro-

gect is to coordinate a united

6atement of concern and oppo-
sition to Indonesia's occupa-
tion and policies in East Tim-
or. Through public education
and demonstrations, the ques-
tion of East Timor can be rais
—ed before many new people and
organizations.

As it is now envisioned,
the ETHRC, the PCRC and at
least one other organization
will mail out a RESOURCE PACK-
ET to all of their interested
contacts (see insert). These

packets will probably include

a poster, background pieces,
leaflets, maps, slides and 8x
10 photographs relating to the
situation in East Timor.

These packets will be pro-
vided to any group or indivi-

the UPDATE

Well,
people

we're sure that many
feel it's about time
they receive something from
us. This is it, we feel that
the time, energy and need are
right to begin a newsletter on

st Timor. For starters, we
are planning on publishing it
quarterly and if there are
items of immediate need, we
can supplement it with Action
Bulletins. With a quarterly,

we think we can sustain it fin

—ancially and with sufficient

news items. Rest assured that
we will publish more often as
the need and interest increa-
se. We're asking people to
fill out and return the insert

to continue receiving the UP-

DATE. S50, if you are still
interested in receiving info-
rmation on East Timor, just
return the slip. There's no
charge (we are asking for con-
tributions, we need them badly
-see the insert.)

dual who wants to organize
some type of activity for the
November action. There is no
charge for the packets althou-
gh contributions are sorely
needed. To get a packet, fill
out and return the inserted
page.

The ETHRC will be taking
responsibility for organizing
activities in the U.S. and
throughout Europe. The PCRC
will be coordinating the
activities of their contacts
in the ©Pacific Basin and
we are working with the Asian
Forum on Human Rights to
coordinate activities in Asia.

To facilitate these activi-
ties, speakers from the ETHRC
will be available to speak in
communities throughout the
U.5. throughout October, Nov-
ember and early December. 1If
you are interested in hosting

a speaker, contact us. As al-
ways, such speaking trips to
communities have to pay for
themselves, coordinating such

a visit with other organiza-
tions or universities helps to
offset travel and other expen-
ses.

If people are willing to
make this effort at this time,
it can have a significant eff-

ect. All participating groups
will be asked to send back a
report on their activities.

These will be compiled and oub
-lished in a November Action
Project Report.

We are sure that the Action

and the Action Report will
help to raise the profile of
the issue of East Timor in

both national and internation-
al circles.



Continued from the Back Cover

People’s Tribunal Verdict

successor to the Betrand Russell Tribunalz
which were founded by Betrand Russell an
Jean Paul Sartre. The precepts of tye TrlI
bunal are heavily based on the Um.\.tersa1
Declaration of Human Rights. Rgcgnt.Trlbunfl
hearings have been on the PhlllpPlnes, E
Salvador and the invasion of Afghan}stq%,
Although the Tribunal's verdict as.no
power of enforcement, it is'nonetheless.51g-
nificant. It is the first time that anilnte;
-national body has recognized the rea.llty..od
the genocide in East Timor on Fhe firm ?n
"incontrovertable'" evidence of dlploman,. aw
-yers, experts and refugees. .The f}n?l?gs
of the Tribunal are sure.to stir activities
on East Timor, especially in Europe where the
Trlbugsl ;:sb?ff:i}ng remarks, the Tribunal

International UPDATE

...+ Newly elected French Pre-
sident MITERAND's comments on
East Timor were quoted in the
May 25th issue of Time magaz-
ine,'Let us speak of the for-

interesting

to note that the
Indonesian military increased
its activities
time (see TIMOR UPDATE).

noted Australia's complicity not only ?eca?se
of its failure to help East Timor despite.its
ability to do so but also because thg Govzig:
ment has placed Australian-Indone81§n r 13
tions above the rights of the East Timore ’
Concerning the governments of, Western Eurgpz_
the Tribunal noted that money given to 12 go—
esia by the Inter-governmental Group on ; >
nesia (IGGI) for domestic programs had(iec_
used by Indonesia to purchase Lockheed o
130 military aircraft which were use et
transport troops and equipment into
Timor. o
Finally, the Tribunal noted the speczzi
responsibility that Portugal hgd to assce
that East Timor achieved its independen t;
The Tribunal encouraged "all gove?nmezce
and organizations to provide assista o
and aid to Eas: Timor" in order to offset ;i—
crimes of those governments and agencies W o
ch assist Indonesia to continue its occup

tion. |
S ——
E. TIMOR UPDATE is a quarteréy
newsletter on East Timor pua;
lished by the East Timor ﬁu:ts
Rights Committee. All ?1%;5
reserved. The use of artic ’

. 'nt—
photographs or graphics pri .

at the same

the source.
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gotten man, abandoned, lost,
delivered over to the powers
that crush him. People in most
places are dying of Hunger, of
misery and solitude; a whole
people was killed in Cambodia,
and another is being killed in
Timor...." Perphaps the East
Timorese will be heartened by
this statement as Indonesia ig
using French-made AMX tanks in
East Timor (see TIMOR UPDATE).

.... Le Monde Diplomatique{May
1981} reported that the Inter—
national Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) withdrew its oper
—ations from East Timor. Alth-
ough the ICRC reportedly has
access to East Timor on a.co?s
-tant basis, our sources 1nd?-
cate that this is inadequate
to monitor prisons, search for
disappeared persons or assure
protection for Timorese civil-
ians. It also appears that
this has brought an end to
full-time on the ground pris—
ence by foreign observers. Its

+++. The Asian Wall Street Jou

—-rnal reports that Israel has
ag;zgd to transfer 16 more A—
4E Skyhawks to Indonesia. Alth
—~ough Indonesian officials say
the deal was worked out with
the U.S. and denies any bar-
gaining with the Israelis,
U.S5. officials were surprised
by the deal and said they 'we-
ren't consulted or even noti-
fied about it.m A number of
other Moslem nations have been
grumbling about the deal, but
the planes which cost $25 mill
-ion will be shipped directly

from Israel to Indonesia with
U.S. approval.
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|East Timor and organizing
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Box 363 Clinton Stat%;;.
Syracuse, New York 13
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We have positions OPe".igi
interns with the East i;ese
Human Rights Committee. 214,
positions, which are U?P the
would entail assisting 1? che
continuing development © . on
National Education Projec

the local, national and }“t:zs
national levels. ApPllngul
should expect to find uights
experience in human T oot
organizing, grant d?veIOPRel_
and resource production. are
ated fields of intereSF hes,
International Human ngEcd—
Decolonization, Politlcalenta

nomy, Relief and Developm Cat-
Aid, World Hunger, Inter

s:1itarism
ional Politics and Milit ‘

in the Third World. Logét;°zr
preferably in New York ; g~
Syracuse, New York. Sento
uiries and applications
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Please fill out the form below in order to continue receiving this news-
letter.

Please continue to send this newsletter to the address below. (YOU MUST

RETURN THIS SHEET TO BE ON OUR NEWSLETTER MAILING LIST.)

i ews—
Enclosed is a contribution of to help produce and mail the new

letter. ($5.00 is suggested.)

NAME
ADDRESS

PHONE

i i re asking you to fill out if you
some questions which we a . 5 17 You
'Belo;teacfein partcilcipating in the November actlc;n éf:ce d1:> le)nclose t}}rl u
e ite us a letter, that would be great, . e this
dould rather tll”art we can put you on our mailing hs‘c.1 Ever;le; ggr
She? ig):tesowe do need help to fund this project, so, please P .
partic ’

I/We want to take part in the November action project. 1/We can organize:
e wa

1) In the following communities:

2) Within these local groups: human rights, peace and justice
ji

h er religious, political, Third World related,
unger,
others .
and media, oca
ess to: local newspapers .
3 i Iéyseiti}elgve ace religious councils ( local, state, _n'__atlonal),
univ R

ights hunger, peace and
i i tworks: human rl.gE ,
Qrggr;z&t';lf nta}llle nelocal, state, _natlonal levels), others
ju

4) 1/We would be interested in receiving:
a resource packet .
a slide show with script

rental($1?$::(3)8)oo)

purchase : mmunity for the fall. (We urge
e hart planning and. searching for funding. possibilis
grouI))sDattef)s &::ﬁZn Eve would be interested in having a speaker are
now.

—

5) I/We are thinking about these dates to hold our programs:

i list of
i to receive a copy of the complete
8 —suss l/viitainwo;}'ﬁ*t 1;&6 the action (which will be compiled from the
e gf;uc?fs tliz gr%ups - BE SURE TO MAKE YOUR REPORT.)
repo

— . ibuti help pay for
e enclosing a contribution to 2}
I O emure hellc)k:tutérwtixea];acket of someone who wants to participate
our resource packe |
but cannot affordE 1;t Timor Human Rights (_Zomm1ttee
: Box 363 Clinton Station
Syracuse, New York 13201




WILPF and EFP
Take Up the East Timor Issue

The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom
LPF), a women's peace group founded in 1915, took the East

Timor issue under its wing
ference in Yipsilanti,
Presentation and dis-
Donahue, a resolution
Ported U.N. resolutions-—
Lo U.S. military assistance

latter withdraws from East Timor.

at its June national con-
Michigan. Following a
cussion with Patrice

was drafted which sup-
on East Timor and an end
to Indonesia until the
The WILPF plenary session

Passed the resolution unanimously.

During lunch, the Southeast Asia Commitctee of WILPF dec-
ided to endorse national support for the November Action Pro-
ject (see p.1) as well as giving space in their newsletter

for an article this fall.

We appreciate WILPF's warm welcome, cooperation and over
~whelming support for the East Timorese people.

On July 3,

Patrice hit the road again to speak at the

Annual Friends of the Filipino People Conference at Powell

H?uSe, near Albany, New York.
“lpants included Filipino activists and their U.S.
also representatives

there were

Conference parti-
supporters

from groups working om El

While the

SalVador, Nicaragua and South Korea.

famil

St
rong concern and support

Even though most of the participants had already become
iarized with the struggle in East Timor,
for continued work,

all expressed
especially

With regard to the November Actipn project. ) d
We will be following up on their helpful suggestions an

We
~olidarity,

k.forward to working with them on the
Sincerely thank them for the opportunity

November project.
to join hands in

e T
Rep. ased military operations,

erlteregON EDWARDS ~ (D-Calif.)
on tha arFl?leS and remarks
Vas oo activities, saying he
ary ancérned about the mili-
Stron Ctions.  He urged the
tiey E?St pPossible condemna-
~atigp any such military oper

s
Porg fand advocated the sup-
initiag Portuguese and U.N.
lveS on East Timor-
. "
RN
trl.]m

Cr -
Nt ©Ss the political spec-
dre

- VO?CES in Washington

St Tim03551ng attention on Ea-

LAy ' SO writes the CHRIS-
g e

e~ TENCE MONITOR(June 17).

torial noted that even

i e
both , ?Onservative swing in
o zhlngton and Lisbon dur
both St fall's elections,

-~

Washington UPDAT

A )
incyr S a result of Indonesia's

E

Recent activities
Tsongas

East Timor.
by Senators Hayakawa,
and Kennedy were noted.

U.N.UPDATIE

««.+ The Subcommittee on Peti-
tions, Information and Assist-
ance of the Special Committee
on Decolonization heard testi-
mony from AMNESTY INTERNATION-
AL, INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS and CLERGY AND
LAITY CONCERNED on East Timor.
The CALC testimony was prep-
ared and presentéd by the East
Timor Human Rights Committee,
which is working closely with
CALC on East Timor. In the
testimonies, the U.N. was urg-
ed to increase 1its informa-
tional coverage of East Timor
in its publications, give inc-
reased attention to assisting
the East Timorese and to pre-
pare a documentary film on
East Timor.

For the first time since
Indonesia's invasion of East
Timor, U.N. SECRETARY GENERAL
WALDHEIM visited Portugal. "Ti
—-mor Newsletter" reports that
during his discussions with
Portuguese officials, Waldheim
talked about the situation in
East Timor. Although it's tho
—ught that the Portuguese may
have asked Waldheim to act.as
an intermediary in a plan to
bring an end to the occupation
of East Timor, no mention of
this has been made by the.U.N.

TIMOR UPDATE

.... Indonesian newspapers rep
—orted that Indonesia bggan
"MILITARY EXERCISES" thét incl
—uded amphibous and airborne
assaults on East Timor. These
nexercises' took place in late
March and early April. Rep?rt
_edly, 10,000 fresh In?ones%an
troops Wwere involved 1in ra%?s
on several areas where Fretil-
in resistance has been heav-

iest, including Baucau, gast
Timor's second largest 61t¥.
Indonesian newsreports specl=

f 4 i he use of U.S.
fically cited t :

made Bronco ov-10 aircraft and
French AMX tanks for these ope

—-rations.

There are still at least
500 REFUGEES stranded in Jakar
-ta who are trying to get the
passports they need to leave
Indonesia. Reportedly, the
Dutch who have acted as Port-
ugal's 1liasion 1in Indonesia
since diplomatic relations bet
-ween Portugal and Indonesia
were severed, are doing every-
thing they can but it appears
that the Portuguese government
is delaying the issuing of the
needed passports.

ov
ng ixufrnme“ts have been tun
‘~h“"‘~2—ﬁﬂﬁ problems facing




PERMANENT PEOPLES’ TRIBUNALSESSION ON EAST TIMOR

Verdict:

Indonesia and the U.S.

GUILTY

In a forty page verdict delivered on Ju-
ne 23rd, the Permanent People's Tribunal foun
—-d the Government of Indonesia guilty of viol
-ating international law and human rights and
the U.S. government, along with Australia and
many Western European governments, guilty of
complicity in these acts.

Most of the document was spent in detail
-ing the historical, political and legal back
—ground for the final decision. 1In the devel
—opment of the verdict, the Tribunal conferr-
ed its recognition of the Maubere (Timorese)
people as a national group, the legitimacy of
the Democratic Republic of East Timor and the
status of Fretilin as the unique represent-
ative of the East Timorese in their struggle
for self-determination.

Citing the testimonies of several wit-
nesses, the Tribunal found the Government of
Indonesia guilty of several specific charges,
including violations of the U.N. Charter,
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
the Geneva Convention.

In addition, the Tribunal spent five pa-
ges detailing the specific actions, motives
and consequences of U.S. complicity in the
crimes. The Tribunal pointed out that the
U.S. government has consistently supplied mil
—itary and diplomatic support to Indonesia
at crucial times. The Tribunal felt that the

F

" i L. o
systematic subordination of the needs a

®

rights of the people" was due to the inte
ests of U.S. '"political - rialism" which
was also evident in Indocuina, throughout

Asia and in "Africa and Latin America too."
The Tribunal had called on Indonesia to
present 1its defense, but it refused to res-—
pond. In its place, Michael Chamberlain of
the ETHRC was asked to compile and prepare a

‘Statement on Indonesia's position.
The Permanent People's Tribunal is the
(continued on page 2)
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