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Whilke Pressdent Saharto m Jakara and
Roreign Mmster Ah Alatss around the work]
have heen engaged m “damage imaahoa ©

19

comvince olher governments that the Nov. 1.

Samta Oroz massacre was & regreliadic
modem”, e sugaton @ East Tunor has
dovenormad A rezgn of werror bas eclpsad e
oocapied wsland. In parucalar e role of the
hewikish Brg. General Theo Syalew te new
army cormmander m East Tunor. shows how
“low and order” s bemyg impiemenied
Brig General Theo Svate: ha made 1 =
malor of prestype and a persona! Jusade W
mainiamn “lew and order”™ m East Tomor. Eves
| smoe becorming army commander. he has
repestedly made v clear thal be wull 0ol pursac
e “sofl” approach of tus predecessor. General
Theo, an o Tunot hand. has put the clock
hack w e e sevenbos end cariy eaghties.
when milnary role was vtsally absoloe. The
“openmg @ of G last Gwee years © nOw om
e way out; cvery measure wken by Genersl
From e momen he was apporaied
Sommander wn Janoary. Theo has made u clear
@iz he 1 i charge. The press has poblished
one warde sistement wfier apother from the
e commander . who makes no secoret of b

~Thas, & | have s, o somethung
suralar © e 12 Novemder event were o
bappen ander my icadenshp, B namder of
Vcims woald probably de hagher
Q- You have served m East Tamor for mine
years. What wre the ssaes @ Tamorese
soceety ? Why G0 mnosdents ocowm o often”
TS: The crox of Se maner s s @ mamy
have lacked comsistency. Besades there are il
mm-&cﬁnhm We
0oed 10 be mare consnaem

trouble. The soldiers
come and beat people
up. Many are taken
away for quesuoning
and often disappear.
The military has

Demonstrations don "t exist accordmg 10
Indonesian &%

Tough words backed by tough measures

Svafes's toagh language has been backed
bv wﬁgh measures. East Tmmor, a little more
relaxed m the perad of “apenng up ., has DOW
moved i the opposne direction, comparable t©
the carly vears after the invason

Neither tie visit of Umited Nations Special
eavoy Amos Wako nor the hagh-profile
ymxméy of the Peace Misston by the Lasitama
-E.l;'rt_tm led w demonstrations m Didi. The
resson 1 clear: Theo lefl nothmg o Chandoe 1o
his determmation © forestall any drsturbanoe

From crack of dawn on the day of
Wako's amval, row apon row of Toops were
spread across the frelds and m between e
gees suroundmg Comoro amport. The Toops
were statroned there from five m the mormng
and remamed m piace cven m danng & beawv

commanders. Sintong Panjatan and Rudy
Warouw, the thrust of Operas: Moms Dhak
[Operation Good Lafe] under Theo Syaler has
iaken a different dwrechon. Previously, the
hearts and snmds strategy of Momis Dhak was
maplemented partly through persuasion. Theo
Svafer 1s now openly cnucal of his predeces.
sor . Asked how his strategy differed (rom
oL Gen. Warcuw 'S, he sad.

“The posiion and policy of ABRI
| indonesian armed forces| never change. Our
mMISSION 18 1 bring stabity m East Tvmor. In 2
rechnical sense our approaches are different.
Pak Warouw had lns love and canng approach
But as | see 1L because of a &ifferent culture.
hiS approach came 10 be seen as 1ndecision
Some regard the soil approach as a weakness
only wanl to stress the mmportance of restormg
ABRI s credihiity and 10 make sure that
softness 1S by 0o means weakness. This s the

positzon { want o pul across. And mdecd. ths

1

“They go from house |
to house, waming |
people not to make

kKilled many in the

last few months

(since the Nov. 12

massacre).”

— unnamed Timorese
man, Feb. 1992

Sowmpour, © awan the amval of Wako
Daring Wako's dref visit. General Svafer
personally mspecied the wen Uroagbhoat thhe
day. In (e afternoon, drenched by the rain. be
walchad a local foothall maich detween two
Kampangs. © make sure 1 was only a foothall

maich. He spent the aight m the room next ©
Wako's m Hotel Mahkota

Theo Syafei’s overhaul

In e dnel perod smoe bocommg
commander. Svafa has condoceed 2 major
overhaul of the strocture. Although Sontnumg
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«J aw and order” regime brings new terror to East Timor

passible 1o speak about a low mtensity conflict

m East Timor. All the mgredrents are here
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separatng the guemilias from the populabon
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Terror confirmed by visitors

reopie who have visited East Tmmor smce
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posTuon bias deen acocpiad by many.”

Svafer’s approach 1s fally backed by army
headgquarners m Jakarta. For Dil alone the
Momis Diak termtonal operaton has been
aliotied 2.3 albon ramahs (more than one
miibron US dollars). Thes amounts o 88
mullron rupsahs for each of the 26
neyghbourhoads m Dih. The objectuve s ©
dnve the “ant-anicgralionss”™ mio an
mpossible posinon. A special ternitonal
banahon. Batialion “Red Bear™ /641 from Wes
Kalimantan. has been assygned for Be 7ob in
Dnla. It wall stay for one year, with units m
cvery one of the 26 nayghbourhoods

On average. 30 soldwers have been
statraned m cach aeghbourhood @ sdditon o
e exstng structures of aubtary subdistnct
pobice subdstnct and pars-mihitary forces. As
Tomorese m Dih winsper: “Befare. they were
everywhere 1o the streets, now they have

Under Waroaw, there was sall a grey area
of people not apenly expressing ant: -sntegra-
Gom feclings. Bat Theo Svafer wall only
Wicrate people deing “wih as or agamst us "
Thore can dbe 0o “Noating mass ™, Poople must
cither acoep: indonesian dom maton o o the
geamilias. In Bl Salvador and @ Pl gppunes,
e bearts -and-mmnds srategy came © be
known as low mtensity conllct. 1 s sow

m Jakarta, vissted East Temor m Febraary and
aas wld © keave because he dxd Dot possess 2

ravel permat. He bas given a graphx accoumt
ol te sitaaton m Duh

“Dah s donmnated by fear. the streets
devoud of acuvity throaghoul mach of the day

On one recent morming. vartaally evervone had

a quack 1ok abowut 10 see who else mught be @
e arca detore saving SO maxch as good
moImEng 1© a toreggeer. AL feast 1Q.O00
Indonesian Toops remam @ East Temor and
Ixh has the arr of a oy ander ssege . Whale
nobe of the dozen or sO soldrers #t ease on the
sides of e reld cared © say where e men
were poamng. several East Tamorese saad Toops
have boen entenng Villages freguentdy of lase
" They go from house © hoase, wartang
peopie ot © make Foable,” saxd an elderly
East Tumorese as de sat benesth an enormous
dbanyan tree oa the adge of the crumbdlimg
broadwalk that froots the darbow  The
soddrers come and beal poople up Manmy are
aken sway Ky quesbomng wnxd oftes dusap
pear. The mabitary bas kifled masy @ e last
tew moaths. ™
Lde @ Eaxst Twnor under Indonosan
ANapaton has siwavs heen wretoded s

under e bawish Brg Gea Theo Svafia, e
lusDON © oD ey WOrse.
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