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Dear Arnie,

I have located this quotation in my files. It is within a very
lengthy

conversation conducted by an anonymous interviewer. The source
details I

have are as follows:

Date: Sun.2nd October 1994 10:21:36

From: Indonesia Publications/ Task Force Indonesia
<apakabare@igc.apc.oxrg.

To: apakabaré@clark.net

Subject: Transcripts of video interviews

Written 3.10am Oct.2nd 1994 by cnrmdg@pactok.peg.apc.org in
igc.reg.easttimor

The paragraph in which the quotation appears runs as follows:

"Q. Can you speak about religion in the lives of the people?

B. You know, even as animists the Timorese community have their
vision,

their beliefs, so that, even as animists, we call them here
'‘genteels’, they

believe in one God. They believe also in the eternal life of the



souls of

their relatives. And when they are presented with the opportunity
to become

Catholics I see that there is a similarity between the Catholic
faith and

the local religious beliefs. Many people feel that it is natural to
become

Catholics, and we see that our people have a simple faith, but are
very,

very profound in this faith. Not intellectual, not theoretical, but
a kind

of emotional faith, a living faith".

So - John Clark at Indonesia Publications may be able to provide
more info,

or CNRM; but this is all I have. No doubt the identity of the
questioner was

kept secret for security reasons. The interview would appear to
have been conducted

in Australia as the interviewer asks (later) for any message from
Belo to the 0z Govt.

I have sent Fr.Renaldo the photos today - thanks for his address.
I hope your hand operation went OK today.

I am thinking of putting in for a retainer from CIIR (and CAFOD)!

Ciao,
Pat.

----- Original Message-----

From: Arnold S. Kohen <humanitarian@igc.apc.org>

To: psmythe@globalnet.co.uk <psmythe@globalnet.co.uks>
Date: 21 December 1998 15:14

Subject: Re: Photos for Rhode Is. parish

>pat, a couple of things. one, the bio of belo will be available in
>april, the publisher says. two, catherine at ciir referred me to
you on

>this point:

>

> i am checking one of the last footnotes for the
book,

>and 1 need the source for this interview quote for belo. he was
asked,

>

>Q. can you speak about religion in the lives of people?

>

>part of his reply was this:

>

> ...our people have a simple faith, but are very, very
profound in

>this faith. Not intellectual, not theoretical, but a kind of



Congress of the United States
TWashigton, DE 20515

September 9, 1998

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,

For many years there has been increasing concern in the United States Congress over the
tragic plight of the former Portuguese colony of East Timor, which was invaded by Indonesia in
1975. It is an unfortunate fact that the invasion was carried out with American weaponry and
diplomatic support. As many as 200,000 people, or a third of the population, have perished from
the combined effects of the [ndonesian presence. At this crucial juncture in Indonesian history, it
is vital that the United States take a strong position in support of East Timor and call on the
Indonesian Government to honor past resolutions enacted by the United Nations.

For the past decade, Bishop Carlos Felipe Ximenes Belo, who received a Nobel Peace
Prize in 1996 and with whom you met last year, has stated that only through democratic means
can a just and lasting political settlement be achieved in East Timor. There is now a great
historical opportunity to achieve such a settlement based on the freely expressed wishes of the
people of East Timor. The United States should work with its allies to make clear to the new
government that a speedy resolution to the East Timor problem through the good offices of the
United Nations would be to the benefit of all.

As an initial step, we believe that the new [ndonesian government should enter into a
serous dialogue with the people of East Timor. Bishop Belo has long stated that in order to
minimize human rights abuses, there should be an immediate and substantial reduction in the
Indonesian military presence in East Timor as well as the granting of freedom of speech and
assembly. In its diplomatic exchanges with the Indonesian government, the United States should
support these measures, as well as the release of all political prisoners, including resistance leader
Xanana Gusmao. The United States should also augment its contributions toward the bolstering
of food and medical supplies in East Timor during this uncertain period, which would help avert
further harm to a land whose people have already suftered tremendously.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter

Sincerely yours,

Member of Congress Member ot Congress
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CONGRESSMAN

TONY HALL NEWS

Third District, Ohlo 1432 Longworth House ~ Washington, D.C. 20515
Office Buikding (202) 225-6465

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: CONTACT: MICHAEL GESSEL
MAY 21, 1998 (202) 225-6465

all Co nt natio Indones
resident Suharto

WASHINGTON—Rep. Tony P. Hall (D-Ohio) made the following statement in
Tesponse to the resignation of Indonesian President Suharto. Hall has been a long-time critic

of Indonesia’s policies in the former Portuguese térritory of East Timor.
I welcome the political reforms taking place in Indonesia which could lead to
a more Democratic nation. I hope that these steps will result in self
determination for the people of East Timor and a resolution to the tragic

human rights situation there.

#H#

-more-
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THE WHITE HQUSE
WASHINGTON

May 6, 1998

Dear Tony:

Thank you for your letter regarding food shortages in East Timor
resulting from severe drought. As you may know, Indonesian
efforts to import sufficient food have been complicated by the
financial crisis, and the United States, therefore, has explored
ways we might be helpful.

Last month, a USRID assessment mission visited the region and
reported that shortages from falled crops and delayed harvests
appear to be the most severe in the eastern island provinces of
Nusa Tengara Barat, Nusa Tengara Timur and East Timor. To
address this problem, we recently announced a $50 million food
assistance package for Indonesia, of which a substantial portion
will be for the eastern Islands. Our implementation of this
assistance effort will be chamneled through CARE, Catholic
Relief Services and the World Food Program to target the food
needs for the most vulnerable segments of the population. In
addition, we will continue to monitor the situation and look for
future opportunities to be helpful.

Thank you for your interest in this important issue.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Tony P. Hall
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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June 12, 1998

The Honorable Bacharuddin Jusuf Habibie
President of the Republic of Indonesia
¢/o Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Dear Mr. President:

As you know, for many years there has been increasing concern in the United
States Congress over the tragic plight of East Timor. Recent events in Indonesia raise that
concern to a higher level, along with hopes for change in East Timor.

We have noted with interest your recent offer to grant "special status" to East Timor
and your release of some East Timorese political prisoners in exchange for an end to
resistance by the people of that ragion. However, we believe the time is ripe for more
significant steps. _

In keeping with your announced commitment to political reform in Indonesia
generally, there is now a great opportunity for your gavernment to enter into a serious
dialogue with the people of East Timor, including Bishop Carlos Felipe Ximenes Belo and
other Timorese leaders. Bishop Belo has long stated that in order to minlmize human
rights abuses, there should be an immediate and genuine reduction in the indonesian
military presence in East Timor. We believe that such a gesture, along with a
demonstration of respect for Timorese freedom of speech and assembly, can have a great
impact if carried out soon. Of course, the most important gesture you can make is the
release, without pre-conditions, of ail East Timorese prisoners, including resistance leader
Xanana Gusmao.

Finally, but most importantly, there is a great historical opportunity to achieve a just
political settlement on East Timor. A speedy resolution to the East Timor problem, based
on the freely expressed wishes of the people of East Timor through a referendum under
United Nations supervision, would be in the best long-term interests of the people of
Indonesia and East Timor and Indonesia's relations with the world community.

Sincerely,

Russell D. Feingold ; %:r{ Re ‘%ﬂ

U.S. Senator U.S. Senator
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News From:
U.S. Senator e ol e
Russ Feingold et i

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Mary Bottari
June 12, 19938 202-224-8657

FEINGOLD WORKS FOR PROGRESS ON EAST TIMOR
Calls for referendum and talks between Habibie and Belo

Washington, D.C. -- U.S. Scnators Russ Feingold and Jack Reed (D-RI) today called upon
Indonesia’s new President, B.J. [Tabibie, to initiate a referendum under the auspices of the
United Nations to determine the political status of East Timor,

"We have noted with interest your recent offer to prant 'special status’ to ast Timor and
your release of some East Timiorese political prisoners in exchange for an end to resistance by
the peuple of that region. However we belicve the time is ripe for more significant steps,” the
Senators wrote in a letter to the Indoncesian leader.

Recent riots and a student-lead occupation of the Indonesian Parliament resulted in the ouster
of long-time ruler Suharto and the installation of Habibie, who recenlly signaled a willingness
to reconsider the status of East Timor.

"For over two decades, the people of East Timor have been subjected to Indonesiun
occupation, with the loss of thousands of lives, the continuous suppression of free speech and
countless incidents of torture and brulality," said Feingold. "The recent events in Indonesia
represent a historic opportunily for progress on the question of East Timor. The Uniled States
must press for a free and fair rcferendum under the auspices of the United Nations to allow
the Timorese o determine their own fate and their relationship to Indonesia."

The Feingold-Reed letter called upon Habibic to enter into talks with Timorese leaders,
including Nobel Peace Prize Winner Bishop Carlos Felipe Ximenes Belo, and called for a
reduction in Indonesia’s military presence in East limor, respect for freedom of speech and
assembly, Lhe release of Timorese prisoners as well as the referendum. Feingold and Reed
have also introduced a resolution, S. Res. 237, which calls on the Indoacsian government to
cnact political reforms and protect human rights and on the U.S. to work actively for self-
determination for the East Timorese.

Indoncsia invaded and began occupstion of East Timar in 1975. That same year and in 1976,
the United Nations Security Council called for Indonesia to withdraw from East Timor, and
for the recognition of East Timorese self-determination. An estimated 200,000 peoplc, or one-
third of the population of the tiny territory, have been killed during the occupation.

8383 Greenway Blvd. 517 E. Wisconsin Ave, 377 birst 5t., Room 107 . :
Middleton, W1 53562 Milwaukee, W1 53202 waysau, Wi 54403 e et e
(608) 826-1200 (414) 276-7182 (715) ReS-5650 Ls Crusse, W1 3 Crpen Bay, W
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WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL
of Greater Cincinnati

Bishop Carlos Belo

Fast Timor Action Network
PO Box 1182

White Plains, NY 11602-1182

Dcar Bishop Belo:

We have been working with Dr. Jose Ramos-Horia ang a number of other
reates to realize a dre The creation of a Nobel Laureates Foundation. In
the mént :l_.nd ﬂonhmhsle-ldc&s_' h

ave emerged. Onc is bolow

and we encourage you to give it consideration.

You may be in Paris and you may want an opportunity to relax and enjoy
several days. 1f so, you are cordially invited to an exciting and pleasant event
on Friday, Decernber 11 and Saturday the 12th. Dr. Cynthia Goodman writes,
n.gardmg the casting of the largest bell in the world, the World Peace Bell in

“Itis my pleasure to invite any of the Nobel Laureates who rmght in
Paris for the Universal Declaration of Human Rights Celebration the
week of December 7, 1998, to join us in Nantes, France for the casting
of the World Peace Bell on Friday, December ) [, 1998. This ceremony
1s dedicated to the 50th Anniversary of the signing of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The bell is also dedicated to this
anniversary and will be so inscribed.

Weighing 66,000 pounds and measuring 12 feet high and 12 feet wide,
the World Peace Bell will be the largest free-swinging bell in the world.
Esmmrhﬁ_onﬁmg:nt will commemorate the most significant
achievements of manland over the last thousand ycars, and the World
Pcace Bell is a major feature of the monument. The Bell is decorated
with a number of designs représenting this vision as well as highlights
of the last millennium. In the center surface of the Bell, for example,
three children from different cultures holding each other's hands, stand

on a depiction of the world, symbolic of the harmony critical to our
future.

Our Xen| delegation is being led by Governor Paul E, Patton, his

wife Judi, and Secretary of Tourism, Ann Latta. The United Nations,
the Franklin and Elegnor Roosevelt Institute, the French Millennium

Mission and the French government will also be represented at the
casting ceremony.

a member of the World Affairs Councils of Amériva

432 Walnut Sireet o Tri-State Building. Suite 3000 » Cicinnati, Ohio 45202
Telephone: 513/621-2320 » Fax: 513/562-4464 « K manl: worid | @mindspring.com

Faz
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Our delegation will leave Paris for Nantes on the morning of Friday,
December 11, via the TGV train. Upon arrival in Nantes, we will first
have a luncheon at the Cite de Congres for all the guests with an
explanation and video presentation of the bell-making process. Then
the guests will be transported to the Fonderie de 1'Atlantique at 2:30
p.m. The dramatic casting, when 66,000 pounds of molten bronze will
be poured, will begin at 3:00 p.m. Guests will he transported from the
building at approximately 4:30 p.m. A reception will follow at the
Nantes City Hall hosted by Mayor Jean-Marc Ayrault who will also
atlend the casting ceremony. In the evening, a cclcbratory dinner will
be held.

If any of the Nobel Laureates would like to join us they are cordially
invited. We would ;ladly provide them with transportation to and from
Paris and Nantes on the TGV triin, as well as put themup for the
cvening with us and Governor Patton's party in Nantes. We would lso
Tove to have them address our guests, if they choose, at what the
Director of the United Nations in Paris, Mr. Hassen Fodha, has
described as 8 "historic occasion dedicated to the noble ideal of peace.”
Their participation would enforce this message to the utmost.”

in the pouring of this fascinating emble
please be directly in touch wnh, Dr. Cynthia Goodman, Vice President of
Communications, Millennium Monument, 403 York St., Newport, KY 41071,
600-655-9500 tel, 606-655-9577 fax, email cgood5474@aol.com.

I'hank you for your consideration. We Iook forward to working with you on
many worthy projects.

Sincerely,

ity

William C. Vocke, Jr., Ph.D.
President and Executive Director
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA)

OFFICE OF 111 GENERAL ALREMBLY

REBOLUTIOH ON STANDING IN SOLIDARITY WITH THOBE WHO ARE
OPPRESSED IR BAST TIMOR

Adopted by the 207th Genaral Asvembly (1995)
Presbyterian Church (V.S.RA)

Regsclved, That the 207th General Assembly (1995):

1. Raine lts voice of ooncern, not only to speak te our own governmant ot
to tha government of Indonesia, but alao, by the righte and duties of
partnership, to challenge Indonesian partnex churches to stand in solidarity
with those who arxe oppresaed in gapt Timor.

2. Acknowledge that the international community does not accept as legal
the de facto Indonesian military occupation of East Timor, and that the United
Natlons, not reacgnleing +ho claim of annexation, continues to hold talks on
the politlical status of East Timor and monitors the human righte conditiona.

a. Reject the argument that aconomic development of ERast Timor is
justification for Indoneaian control, pointing out ¢hat curront developmant
patterna are used to marginalize the indigenous people and weaken their
language and culture.

b. Affirm that economic aid to East Timox should meet the stated noeds
of Eagt Timorose add help develop the necessary educational and technical
capacity for present and future daevelopwent.

3. call for the partioipation of the EBast Timorese themselvaes in the
resolution of the political problens with indonesia ae essential to their
liberty and to the ptability of the entire region.

4. call on tha United States government to cease military aid and te place
an embargo on the sale of arme to Indonesia.

5. support the appliocation of tha Christian Church of East Timor (GRTT) for
membership Lln the World Counoil of Churches and other ecumenical bodies in
order for the East Timoxese chureh to have an indopendent volce.



CONTINUE FROM PREUIOUS PRGE  @@2

1) Making available through general boards and agencies resources regarding East
Timor to assist United Methodist congregations in initiating programs in education,
mission, witness and advocacy,

2) Working to increase awareness of the on-going crisis in East Timor among US
policy-makers, the general public, and United Methodist congregations through general
boards and agencies and ecumenical bodies;

3) Supporting the East Timorese, both within East Timor and in exile, who are
struggling to end the Indonesian occupation and attempting to achieve self-determination
in their land.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we urge the United States government and other
governments to:

1) Take legislative and administrative action to pressure Indonesia to comply with the
United Nations resolutions on East Timor, to withdraw its military occupation forces from
East Timor, and to cooperate with the United Nations in a process bringing about self-
determination for East Timor, and

2) Send copies of this resolution to the Secretary General of the United Nations, the
President of the UN General Assembly, the President of the United States, all U.S.
Senators and Representatives and all appropriate ecumenical colleagues.
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN THE USA

RESOLUTION ON EAST TIMOR
Mlopted by e General Board, November 17, 1995

WHEREAS the National Council of
Churches of Christ (USA), as part of its
long commitment to liuman rights, has
continually advocated the rights and pro-
tection of peoples to seif-determination;

and

WHEREAS Indonesias brucal invasion of
Ease Timor tn 1975 and subsequent occu-
pation caused the deaths of approximarcly
200,000 people, fully a third of the popu-
lacion; and

WHEREAS neither the United Nations
nor the international communicy has rec-
ognized East Timor as being an integral
parc of Indonesia; and

WHEREAS through its program of
*transmigration” the Indonesian govein-
ment has encouraged thousands of
Indoncsians to scrtle in Ease Timor, result-
ing in a gr:tdual. yet alarming macginaliza-
tion of the indigenous East Timorese by
uking away jobs and land; and

WHEREAS the physical development
which has taken place under Indonesian
rule has done lictle to bencfit the Last
Timorese and is sesulting in the destruc.
tion of rheir culeure; and

WHEREAS human riglus organizations
and independent obseevers have docu-
tuenteed a continued pattern of severe
human rights abuses against East Timorese
including beatings, torture, rape, abdue-
tions, and exuajudicial exceutions; . .

THEREFQRE BE I RESQLVELD,
THAT THE GENERAL BOARD OF
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF
THLE CHURCHLES OF CHRIST IN
THLE USA, mecting in OQakland, Califyrnia,
November 17, 1995:

DEPLORES tlic continuing occupation
of East Tunor and the resultant abusc of
human rights and climate of oppression;

SUPPORTS the rights of the Last
Timorese to self-determination and calls
for the full participation of the East
Tinorese people in che just resolutton of
the political status of East Titnor:

URGES the Unitcd Nations Secreuriat
to intensify efforts to resolve the poliical
status of East Timor;

SUPPORTS thc East Timorese people
and the Last Timorese chueches who
struggle for justice, dignity, lreedom from
fear and the prescovation of their edhnic
and cultueal identicy; . . .

ENCOURAGES, in the spirit of parter-
ship, the Indonesian churches and the
Communion of Churches in Indonesia tw
stand in solidarity with those who are
oppressed in East Timor: and to support
the East Thmorese in the globally recog-
nized right of all people to sclf-determina-
ton;

CALLS on the United States government
to cease military aid, including milicary
training, and the sale of arms to Indonesia
as long as ir continues irs defacto milicary
occupation of East Timor . ..

a——an
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The General Conference of the United Methodist Church is an international body thal
meels once every four years. As the supreme legislative body of the church, resolutions
approved by the General Conference become the policy of the United Methodist Church.
This Resolution on East Timor passed the legislative committee by a vote of For: 114;
Against: 0. It was then placed on the consent calendar and passed unanimously by the
General Conference on April 20, 1996. — Rev. John Chamberlin, National Coordinator
for East Timor Religious Qutreach

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH RESOLUTION ON EAST TIMOR

East Timor is part of an island on the far eastern end of the Indonesian archipelago,
only 300 miles from Darwin, Australia. It had been under Portuguese control for some
three centuries, unlike the other islands of present day Indonesia which were all Dutch
colonies. During 1974-1975, following a coup and change of government in Portugal,
Fast Timor was in the process of decolonization. There was a brief civil war between the
newly formed political parties, which was subsequently won by Fretilin, the party favoring
independence. But hardly had Fretilin declared independence for East Timor when, on
December 7, 1975, Indonesia launched a massive invasion and annexed the half island.
(Ninety percent of the weapons used by Indonesian armed forces were US made
weapons.) Twenty years later, Indonesia continues to occupy East Timor in spite of
repeated United Nations Resolutions deploring the invasion, affirming the right of the East
Timorese to self-determination and calling on the Indonesian government to withdraw its
troops.

The events in East Timor went unnoticed and unreported in the outside world because
it was closed off to foreign presence until 1989. However, during the invasion and
subsequent occupation over a third of the population died from killing, starvation or
disease. Timorese culture was suppressed, local languages were discouraged and the
majority of population living in the rmountains and forests were forced to come out and re-
settle in planned villages built by the Indonesian army.

World attention was finally brought to the plight of East Timor when, on November
12, 1991, Indonesian troops massacred between 50 and 250 peaceful demonstrators at the
Santa Cruz cemetery in Dili, Bast Timor. The number of dead has never been determined
because many people who disappeared on that day have not been found. This tragedy was
witnessed by western journalists whose reports, especially videotape taken by Brtish
journalist Max Stahl, helped to stimulate international efforts to bring about a just
resolution to the problem of East Timor. In protest of the massacre, in 1992 the United
States Congress eventually cut off military training (since reinstated by the Clinton
administration in 1994), and instituted a ban on small arms sales to Indonesia.

In January 1995, a delegation from the National Council of Churches of Christ, USA,
and a representative of the Canadian Council of Churches visited East Timor to express
solidarity with the churches and people of East Timor. The region is 90% Christian,
predominantly Catholic with a small Protestant minority. The population has come to
identify being Catholic with being patriotic and supporting the East Timor cause. The
Roman Catholic Bishop Carlos Ximenes Belo is recognized and respected as the leader
and spokesperson of the East Timorese people. Tt has been said that relations between
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Catholic and Protestants have not been good. The National Council of Churches of
Christ/Church World Service and Witness (CWS&W) delegation found this to be
exaggerated, however, and witnessed many examples of Catholic/Protestant cooperation.
The main Protestant church, the Christian Church of East Timor, has begun to find its
voice and recently received membership in the World Council of Churches. Previously, it
had been represented in religious fora only through the Indonesia Communion of Churches
which atways spoke on its behalf.

Human tights groups such as Amnesty International, as well as individual observers,
have reported continued serious human rights abuses against the East Timorese, including
beating, abductions, torture, rape, extrajudicial killing, and imprisonment for any acts of
political expression. In addition, the Indonesian government has encouraged thousands of
Indonesians from more crowded islands to migrate to East Timor. These transmigrations
have displaced many East Timorese from their traditional homes and land, taken over
much of the trade and filled many of the civil service jobs. This has exacerbated the
unemployment problem, particularly among the youth, and has created social tension
which has provided the military with justification for further repression.

Following its visit to East Timor, the NCC/CWS&W delegation recommended an
advocacy effort which calls for the demilitarization of East Timor and supports a process
which would lead to the determination of the political status of East Timor, with the full
participation of the East Timorese people.

Therefore, be it resolved, that The United Methodist Church, its members, local
churches, annual conferences, central committees and agencies:

Deplores the continuing occupation of East Timor and the resultant abuse of human
rights and climate of oppression.

Support the witness of the Christian Church of East Timor and the Roman Catholic
Church, and other groups in their commitment to human rights, peace and restoration of
the East Timorese national identity.

Support the rights of the East Timorese to self-determination and call for the full
participation of the East Timorese people in the just resolution of the political status of
East Timor.

Urge the United Nations to intensify efforts to resolve the political status of East
Timor.

Support the East Timorese people and the East Timorese churches who struggle for
justice, dignity, freedom from fear and the preservation of their ethnic and cultural
identity.

Celebrate the membership of the Christian Church of East Timor in the World Council
of Churches and its participation in ecumenical bodies in order that this East Timorese
Church may have an independent voice.

Encourage, in the spirit of partmership, the Indonesian churches and the Communion of
Churches in Indonesia to stand in solidarity with those who are oppressed in East Timor.

Cal! on the United States government to cease military aid, including military training,
and the sale of arms to Indonesia as long as it continues its de facto military occupation of
East Timor.

Cal! on the United Methodists to make efforts in mission, education, witness and
advocacy to alleviate the plight of the East Timorese by:
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RESOLUTION ON EAST TIMOR

- -

WHEREAS Indonesia continues to accupy East Timor illegally in defiance of repeated United
Nations resolutions; and

WHEREAS Indonesia’s brutal invasion of East Timor in 1975 and subsequent occupation
caused the deaths of approximarely 200,000 people, fully a third of the population; and

WHEREAS through its program of "transmigration” the Indonesian government has
encouraged thousands of Indonesians to sercle in East Timor, resulting in 2 gradual, yet
alarming marginalization of the indigenous East Timorese by taking away jobs and land; and

WEEREAS the physical development which has taken place under Indonesian rule has done
little to benefit the East Timorese and has resulced in the destruction of their culture; and

WHEREAS human rights organizations and independent observers have documented 2
continued pattern of severe human rights abuses against East Timorese including beatings,
torture, rape, abductions and extrajudicial executions; and

WHEREAS in January 1995 a visiting delegation from Church World Service and Witness
learned that the situation in East Timor had not improved over the past decade bur was, in
fact, getting worse; and

WHEREAS in March 1995 the United Nations Human Rights Commission ex?resseci its "deep
codicern over the continuing reports of violations of human rights in East Timor™;

THEREFCRE BE IT RESOLVED that the United Church Board for World Ministries

1. Deplores the continuing abuse of human rights and the climarte of oppression in East
Timor;

2. Acknowledges that neither the United Nations nor the international community has
recognized Indonesia’s annexarion of East Timor;

3. Supports the righes of the East Timorese to self-decermination and calls for the full

participation of the East Timorese people in the just resolution of the political status of East
Timors;

4. Supports the East Timorese (both within and outside East Timor) and the East Timorese

churches in their struggle for justice, dignity, freedom from fear and the preservarion of their
ethnic and culrural identity;

5. Supports the application of the Christian Church of East Timor (GKTT) for membership
in the World Council of Churches and other ecumenical bodies in order that the East
Timorese church may have an independent voice;
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-
-

6. Eacourages, in the spirit of partnership, the Indonesian churches to stand in solidarity wich
those who are oppressed in East: Timor and resolves to continue to advocate for the Easc
Timorese with the churches of Indonesia;

7. Calls on the United States government to cease milicary aid, including military training,
and the sale of arms to Indonesia as long as it continues its de facto military occupation of East
Timor; and

8. Work within the UCC and with other religious bodies and concerned groups to increase

the awareness of the on-going crisis in East Timor among U.S. policy-makers, the general
public and local congregations.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED thac the Executive Vice President of the. UCBWM be
requested to send copies of this resolution to the President of the United States, all U.S.
Senators and Representacives and all appropriate ecumenical colleagues.

Passed ac the 186th Annual Meering of the United Church Board for World Ministries
November 1995
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BE IT FURTHER RESCLVED, that the CCAR call upon the government of Indonesia 1o end

its military occupation of Bast Timor and immediately cease human rlghts violations such as
: exteajudicial killlngs, tortuce, arbitrary arrests, detentlons and harassment of the clvilian
i population; and ils suppression of freedom of speech and essembly within East Timor and
; permit free access to representatives of recognized huinan rights and welfere organizations and
' UN-deslgnated observers.

; BE IT FORTHER RESOLVED, that the CCAR fithec urge the Indonesian government to

; cooperate In a plan leading to a referendum emong the Tlmorese people to freely decide upon
their own povernment and leadership, such as the plan outlined in the Nobel Peace Prize
address of Jose Ramos Horta;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CCAR call upon Indonesia to immediately end its
i policy of forced translocation of natlve Timorese people away from their home areas and the
: systermatic relocation of Indonesian emlgrants into expropriated Tintorese territories In
; violation of the fourth Geneva Convention and UN Resolution 35/118. Without an immediate
end to this transmlgration policy, the prospect of genuine Timorese self-deterinination will
quickly be rendered meaningless.
: BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CCAR call upon the US government to imimediately
: cease weapons sales and all forms of military support 1o the Indonesian government white the
occupation of East Timor continues. The US-Indonesia treaty of 1958 explicitly forbids the
uss of US-supplied weapons for en “act of aggression” and limits their use lo “legitimate self-
defense.” Nonetheless, whils Indonesia has not in the past and does not now face any external
threats to its own security, there ls direct evidence that US weapons have been used apainst the
civilian population of East Timor, and continue to be used there.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CCAR call upon the Unlted States government to
insist that Indonesia comply with repeated UN Security Council and General Assembly
resolutions affiming the “Inallenable right of the people of ET Lo self-determination;” to make
such compliance a further condition for all forms of US military end economie support.

BE JT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CCAR express lis admirstion for the continuing
; courage of the people of East Timor In their struggle for justice and self-detenninstion In the
: face of releatless brutal oppression. The CCAR extends its warm congratulations 10 Bishop
E Carlos Ximenes Belo, Catholic Bishop of East Timor, and to Jose Rainos Horta, co-recipients
: of the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize, for their selfless dedication to the cause of their people. The

CCAR commends the many human rights aclivists and’ organizations around the world for
i thelr efforts to inform the world of the human rights abuses in East Timor and to mobllize
: people of conscience to action on behalf of the East Tinorese,

; . BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CCAR call upon its rabbis to educate hemselves and

S their congregatlons on the situation In East Timor; and encournges them fo add their voices
and encrgies to those sceking lo avert the tola] annihilation of the East Timorese peaple and
culture. We urge thein to make this an lssue that will not go away until it is peacefully and
justly resolved.
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East Timor

East Timoris parl of an island on the far eastern end of the Indonesian
archipelago, only 300 miles from Darwin, Australia. Il had been under
Portuguese control for some three centuries, unlike the other islands of
present-day Indonesia, which were all Dutch colonies. During 1974~
1975, following a coup and change of government in Portugal, East
Timor was in the process of decolonization. There was a brief civil war
between the newly formed political parties, which was subsequently
won by Fretilin, the party favoring independence. Bul hardly had
Fretilin declared independence for East Timor when, on December 7,
1975, Indonesia launched a massive invasion and annexed the half
island. (Ninety percent of the weapons used by Indonesian armed
forces were US-made weapons.) Twenty years later, Indonesia contin-
ues to occupy East Timor in spite of repeated Uniled Nations resolu-
tions deploring the invasion, affirming the right of the East Timorese to
sell-determination, and calling on the Indonesian government to with-
draw its troops.
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The events in East Timor went unnoticed and unreported in the
outside world because it was closed off to foreign presence until 1989.
However, during the invasion and subsequent occupation, over one
third of the population died from killing, starvation, or disease. Ti-
morese culture was suppressed, local languages were discouraged, and
the majority of popuiahon living in the mountains and forests was
forced to come out and resettle in planned villages built by the Indone-
sian army.

World attention was finally brought to the plight of East Timor when,
on November 12, 1991, Indonesian troops massacred between 50 and
250 peaceful demonstralors at the Santa Cruz cemetery in Dili, East
Timar. The number of dead has never been determined, because many
people who aisappeared on that day have not been found. This tragedy
was witnessed by Western journalists whose reports, especially vide-
otape taken by Bribsh journalist Max Stahl, helped to stimulate inter-
national efforts to bring about a just resolution to the problem of East
Timor. In 1992, in protest of the massacTe, the United States Congress
eventually cul off military training (since reinstated by the Clinton
dministration, in 1994} and instituted a ban on smal] arms sales to
Indonesia.

In January 1993, a delegation from the National Coundil of the
Churches of Christ in the U.5.A. and a representative of the Canadian
Council of Churches visited East Timor to express solidarity with the
churches and people of East Timor. The region is 90 percent Christian,
predominantly Catholic, with a small Protestant minority. The popula-
tion has come to identify being Catholic with being patriotic and sup-
porting the East Timorese cause. The Roman Catholic Bishop Carlos
Ximenes Belo is recognized and respected as the leader and spokesper-
son of lhe East Timorese people. It has been said that relations between
Catholics and Protestants have not been good. The National Coundil of
the Churches of Christ/Church World Service and Witness (CWS&W)
delegation found this to be exaggerated, however, and wiinessed many
examples of Catholic-Protestant cooperation. The main Protestant
church, the Christian Church of East Timor, has begun to éind its voice
and recently received membership in the World Council of Churches.
Previously, it had been represented in religious fora only through the
Indonesia Communion of Churches, which always spoke on its behalf.

Human rights groups such as Amnesty International, as well as
individual observers, have reporied continued serious human-rights
abuses against the East Timorese, including beatings, abductions, tor-
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EAST TIMOR

ture, rape, extrajudicial killing, and imprisonment for any acts of politi-
cal expression. In addition, the indonestan government has encouraged
thousands of Indonesians from more crowded islandsto migrate lo Eas!
Timor. These transmigrations have displaced many East Timorese from
their raditional homes and land, taken over much of the trade, and
filled many of the civil service jobs. This has exacerbated the unemploy-
ment problem, particularly among the vouth, and created social lension
that has provided the military with justification for further repression.

Following its visit to East Timor, the NCCC/CWS&W delegation
recommended an advocacy effort thal calls for the demilitarization of
East Timor and supports a process that would fead to the determination
of the political status of East Timor, with the full participation of the
East Timorese people.

Thercfore, be il resolued, that The United Methodist Church, its mem-
bers, Jocal churches, annual conferences, cen tral conferences, and agen-
des:

1. Deplore the continuing occupation of East Timor and the resultant
abuse of human rights and climate of oppression;

2. Support the wiiness of the Christian Church of East Timor and the
Roman Catholic Church, and other groups, in their commitment (o
human rights, peace, and restoration of the East Timorese national
identity;

3. Supporl the rights of the East Timorese to self-delermination and
call for the full participation of the East Timorese people 1n just resolu-
tion of the political status of East Timor;

4, Urge the United Nations to intensify efforts to resolve the political
status of East Timor;

5. Support the East Timorese people and the East Timorese churches
who struggle for justice, dignity, freedom from fear, and the preserva-
tion of their ethnic and cultural identity;

6. Celebrate the membership of the Christian Church of East Timor in
the World Council of Churches and its participation in ecumenical
bodies in order that this East Tunorese church may have an inde-
pendent voice;

7. Encourage, in the spirit of partnership, the Indonesian churches and
the Communion of Churches in Indonesia to stand in solidarity with
those who are oppressed in East Timor;

8. Call on the United States government to cease military aid, includ-
ing military training, and the sale of arms to Indonesia as long as it
continues its de facto military occupalion of East Timor; and
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9. Call on the Uniled Methodists to make efforls in mission, edw
tion, witness, and advocacy to alleviate the plight of the East Timor(
by:

{a) making available through general boards and agencies resourt
regarding Eas| Timor to assist United Methodist congregations in in
ating programs in education, mission, witness, and advocacy;

{b) working to increase awareness of the ongoing crisisin East Tiry
among U.S. policymakers, the general public, and United Method
congregations through general boards and agencies and ecumeni
bodies; and

{c)supporting the East Timorese, both within East Timor and inex:
who are struggling to end the Indonesian occupation and attempti
to achieve seli-determination in their land.

Be it further resolved, that we urge the United States government a
other governments 10:

1. Take legislative and administrative action to pressure Indonesi
comply with the United Nahons resolutions on East Timor, to withdr
its military occupation forces from East Timor, and to cooperate w
the United Nations in a process bringing about self-determination
East Timor; and

2.Send copies of this resolution to the Secretary General of the Uni
Nations, the President of the UN General Assembly, the Presidenl
the United States, all U.S. Senators and Representatives, and all app

priate ecumenical colleagues.
ADOPTED

Ser Soaal Principles, § 69.

For more information contact:

East Timor Religions Outreach

1600 Clay St., San Francisco, CA 94109
Telephone/Fax: 415-474-6219
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Adopted by the | 08" Annual Convention of the
Cenral Conference of American Rabbis
Jrne, 1997

: Background

Since Indonesia’s brulal invasion end occupation of East Timor in late 1975, more than 200,000
civilinns — approximstely one third of the entire popu'ation — have been killed outrlght or lost their lives
through enforced starvation and other deprivations at the hands of the Indonesinn military. No people
on earth has seen & grealer portion of ils population perish under tyranny since the nightmare of the
European Holocaust. Desplte world oulrage over these events, and despile the United Nations
resojutions calling for lmmediate Indoneslan withdrwal from East Tinior, the occupation, and the cruel

abuses of human rights attendant upon it, conlinue to this day.

. .. For more thon twenty years East Tlmor has now lived under a brutal military eccupation. Arbitraty
arrests, torture and extrajudicial executions are everyday occurtences, s are programs of compulsory
relocation, confinement in concentratlon camps, and systematic starvation. The occupying forces have
deprived the Timorese of the most baslc freedoms of expression and assembly; the Tlmorese languoge,
Tetum, has been suppressed and many forms of cultural expression banned. Political opposition is
punished by delention, torture aud death. Contact with the outside world has been scverely restricled,
and were 1t not for the courage of the several foreigh Journalists who wimessed the eveat, even the
appalling niassacre of more than two huudred pent eful Timorse demonstrators at a Dili cemetery in

1991 would have gone unrecorded and ynprolested.

The unfolding human disaster in East Timor lhas been possible only because Indonesin has becn able to
conceal Its deeds from the eyes of the world. The award of the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize to two leaders
in the East Timorese struggle has drawn significant atiention to the plight of their people; but to have
moral consequence, that attention must be inlormed by a knowledge of what is happening in East
‘fimor and what individuals and collective actions can be taken Lo halt this coplinuing tragedy.

: The United States and other gove{-nments. as strategic allies, investment partners and suppliers of

. weapons to Iudonesia, shore a measure of respousibility for the tragic situatlon in East Tlmor. Ninety

: percent of the weapons used In the Invasion of Enst “Timor were supplled by the Uniled States, which
continues to be a major provider of arms and military ald to Indonesia. These governments hold the
power (o speed an end to the suffering in Timor.

‘Ihe profound gravity of the crimes comimitted against the Tiinorese people constitutes an attempt to
commlt genecide, by the terms oullined In the Convention on the Prevention and Punlshment of the
Criine of Genocide, io witich the United States Is 2 signatory and to which we as Jews bear a spectal
relation and witness.

A number of religious bodies have laken positions in support of the people of East Timor, and
condemning Indonesia for its flagrant, brutal and onigoing violations of human rights in East Timor.
The CCAR jolns these volces of faith with our own. To that end,

BE IT RESOLVED, that thc CCAR joln with the United States Cathollo Conference [July

1994], the Presbyterinn Church (USA) (207 Genceral Assembly July §995); the National
| Council of Churches of Christ [November 1995]: Geuneral Conference ol the United Methodist
. Church [April 1996} and individual voices of consclence from the Jewish, Christian and
; Muslim communities, in deploring the contlnuing occupatlon of Enst Timor by Indonesia, ils

i ongolng sbuse of human rights there, and ils denlal of the fundamental right of self-
determination to the Timorese people
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nemdnnimmmmmmm Even more t0 than usal. The regular
military patrols were aowhere &0 be scen. Thuudﬁcofmmbmmdmﬂmhuumwmum;me
mumuMWcmMmmmmmwmmmumw You
mun’tmhmmmmmmcmmmmpﬁmmm

Given the helicopter crash sartler in the day which killed Maj. Gert. Yudomo, the Commanderin-Chief
for the Jndonesian military region which includes Ball and East Timor and Col, Slamat Sidibutar, the top
oommander in Dili, as well a3 13 other soldicrs, this was not swrprising, In a wown whoes lifs blood is
mwmwlmimmaﬁnﬂymwmmthnthemﬁmmm“mmimubm
rather tha product of a guerrilla atrack or even a bomb planied by disaflected officers. Moreover the
duﬂ:slcnnﬂg.GmWﬂlcmdnComummiwoﬁmhmmdhmemwdpmvinu. Da
Costa earned a repuiation s a brutaf killer in Bast Timor (n the 1920's and as rooently a5 Monday he had
dodundlhnthcmlelnﬂompﬁmdhmu&mmldmwokcuﬁﬂlw.whinhlmmkmyas
ore & threat than & prodiction. Asmidst fears of reprisals, 20 early retront bo bad behind bottsd doors
socmed the wiscat and most cautious approach,

Bt even the nesvous uncertainty caused by the crash could not disguise the real news in Dili this week:
lhehngtwaimnpcnln;ohmmmﬂﬁm&huamﬂutﬁmw‘ummmmum'hmlmdmm
May 2]" of Indonesia’s long-time dictator Subarto, The process in fact started fast Saturday evening at &
youthtes&valinthemund:d‘thnuomlchnmhmhnwmmdorthepnn.wmmshopcmu
Ximenea Belo spoke over the heads of his sudience and appealed to the socurity forcea. “On this oocasion,
Senhores Officals do Gobemo who sre bere watching, | suggos you abandon your suspicions towands our
youth” On seves provious oocasions, be complained, youths renurning from such metings had been
harrassed, arrested and splod on.“The reforms in Jakarta must also affect the young peoplo of East
Timor,” he demandod, Hig comments were repeatedly interrupted by praps and roars of approval from the
thousande In his audience who clearly responded to his words as if sonsone had mddenty lifted a
suffocating blanket. It was incredible to hear thess words spokan in public thet we all feel {n hearts,”
onc youth told the Expresso the aext day.

On Mondzy camo the studeat demonstration that everyone has been anticipating for months. While every
other university in Indonesix has beon comvulsed by political ferment slooe the st of the year, the
University of Timor (UNTIM) stayed quiet. So quiet indsed that students at the University of Gajah Mada
Lo Yogyakarta recently sent a package of lipstick and wamen's clothes to the UNTIM student Teaders with
a 0ote explaining that they must obviously all be cowardly women. The Timoress shrugged off the inault,
saying that the political problems in the rost of Indonesia were not their issue, but by Last weokend they
had clearly had enough

Last Sunday ths Rector of UNTIM, Father Theo Balella, sumuncned throe student leaders to his office and
pointed out that there had becn no gradustion ceremotyy 7 three yearg and ho begged them to postpone
thelr action. Claiming ho had won their aasent, ho posted totices around the campus warning that the
domonstration had beea probibited. By Monday morning 6l the notices had disappeared and a crowd of
several hundred studants bad gathared in front of bis office. Ho tried (o order them buck to thetr classes
and thay refused amidst growing shoats demanding radical action, tncluding a march op the provincisl
Parliament. From tha army post noxt door military and intelligenoe officcrs surveyed the socne through
binooulars, cvideatly ready to intorvens If necessary. Finally Balells gave up and cancelled all classes for
the day.
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AtMpdmlhnmndmtlndmmm:mmmmehothudn-imludin;agqmpmwho
mduﬁylmphgmmdnjmﬁnuﬁmmmmwynpﬁnlvbymnngmmthm
wmmmmmpmuhmmmmmmmmmndnanmmmm 20
mwmmmmmmwwmmmgmmwm
pol:uu.lpﬂ_sonm', amhmndmfernlf-dmiuﬂonﬁrﬂmmonmdmmmswithdmuld
dlelnd.onl_nuarmy; mmdmad:immwmnaddhmlmdnm&chwhm
EreBted with cheers, laughter and applause. Amaringly the troops stayed in their barracks and at the end
efthemeuln;uudmmmwndqumdwidwmimldnnt

Mnmﬁahutlommmdwmw“mﬁn;mm gathered to
explala their actlong to the Expresco, “rhellmmiedhblodmapln.bmthisumewhadtolmpm
our will, It was vime to act, ume to be brave,” one said, “We know we are watchead, we kmow somo of us
muwmmmmmmmwmu Bven as we speak t0 you now
thmmwmeintlusmwbomnples,mh:wwhotheyu:bummm@-wdhfuthhmq'
ﬂdmm.mmdehmuhHMnmdhﬁn;mMMmmm»mdmym
appmdommlmdtocmleapoliﬁmhpmebym:ufmhumu Indeed less than 48 hours
lmrtthulbnnchofﬂnhdnmﬁmNnﬁonlYouthommituinwudeuCumaowum
them. Camsa:alao.hot!nruﬁnlml!mﬂmr&wmormum&mnlw. recently founded the
Mwimentodnkwouﬂlhuoclfnmdcdo?mﬁmonm

Still this is not enough for Monsenhor Belo, In an interview with the Expresso on Wedneeday, Belo
dlmluedamﬂngimpuhmwm&dmﬁmmmmdmmdiﬂumt&nﬂmmm
political factions, “utthapoﬁncummthﬁrmlelnlodw,luthnhypwpladopouues,due
shmﬂdbanompmmlm"bﬁdhmwamﬁmm&emmﬁmmmﬂc
poﬁﬁulumm“tmnm:w.nMammﬁupoMoﬁamﬁmmhmh The Bast
Timorese leaders must be more active, In the past they made an affort, but behind them were dark forves
that raado them too efraid, too divided, 100 suspicious, They vaust be more brave and it is not just the
Courage to roceivo Rupighs. To tatk to me s the wrong thing. They must piay their rolo otherwise they
are still children.”

MMMIM::MMmM-MWMMhE&TMWn&hmm

sort of frustration. "It is time for the Timoreaz political ieaders to ssixe thic moment. If oot we may not
havemhmopmﬂtymrmwym It {5 time fox the stedents to demonstrate and they must

press ot now clections much faster than the government ls now offering,” he said in an intervicw.

What explaing the delay? AMmlmudmeFM’lchMmuﬂhDiﬁw&anm
sovenal of the well-rehearsed reasons that have been voiced in recent weeks; “The warld's attcation was
focuuedonmnuinhhm.nmnhmbmnmufmbuymmm&onnmhu
time. 1f'we had reacted precipltousty we could have made mistakes. And we wanted to show thet we
cmﬂdhdiuipﬁmiwawmudwnhowthﬂwmnaﬂlﬂmdumduwuuhcmmudmﬂwu
mwmtadmdinpl&v&emm:ﬂtyeﬂh&tﬁmmwmhudmshwdmwemwﬂlh;m
guarantoe & olimate of poace whilo we negotiate a process of change, ™ he said.

nmmwhu&mummmmudmmmmm.mm. "We were
not proparod for the sudden fail of Subaso, it ceught us by surprise, Wo thought the Indonesian stmdent
mmemen:wuuldludtonlong:lmduﬁnamulugaimlahmmuntmwhuwampmpanng
for.”

[n the vacuum, and despite his evident reluctance, it is Bighop Belo who continues to speak out ronst
openly. Asked his resctian (o President B.J. Habible's statement on Wednesday that there will be no
meiqmmmmmmbummmdmwwm
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Mr.'&ehﬁhwmdmonnﬂq“nhﬂmmﬁmuiuﬂumm It shows he
doesn’t understand the roal problem of East Timer, nar do the people around him, Bafyro saying that he '
should have come hete and talked to the peoplc of East Timor ‘Who is be 10 say thore will be no change?
Ttc peopla speak and it iy thelr choice, thir will that must be heard.” The Bishop also argued thet the
mmmmmmwulmbuumumkmndwumeymuupmw
wn&mt&z&viﬁminthdrmnnhﬂatwmnmﬂ&nm&nnmmhlﬂmvbpmuh “As
soidiess they aro supposcd 10 bo brave. let them have the coursge to £ace this issee with cool heads, not :
with bullets.” |

honially,jmfomdnysbcﬁmhhdmnmlﬂamﬂﬁbumhdﬁmindhﬂmmnhewu
prepared to do just that, although. in & brief inferview with the Bxprosso last Saturday he had vowed that
“The ABRI will neves lexve East Timor, never, never, nover.” Nevertheloas ke told one influcntial
Timorese figuro who insiswed on atonymity, that he supported the reform procees and believed it should
affect the ABRI t00. He said be was preparcd w0 ooasider a special autonomous status for East Timor
whichﬂ:cABRIhasa.twayulq'mainthcmandhnaidhohdor&ndhlsMOpnmemdﬁr
actions, “OK let tham demonstratc, let theen call for Xanana’s relosso, let them shout Viva Xanans in the
strects. Just stop the guerrilia attacks,” this source reposted Col, Bidibutar a5 having aid,

His sucoessor may not be so willing 10 make conceesions. Nevertheless tho Colonel raised an interesting
pdnuhthc?ﬂlnﬁlmmdmm:ahmmyudhwcmﬁnulmuwpmma
process of negotiation and demenstrate good will? Sunngely Bishop Belo docs not believe they should.
mmmndm'tWMFMummuﬂmwumeMmmlm
the Fallotil offer 2 unilateral ceasefire? Why mot the Indonczian ammy? 1t should be a mutus] process in
‘which the Indonesian army should take the first step. 1 dont’t kmow how many gusrrilias thero aro, but we
all know bow many ABRI there are, they aro everywhere, lel then make the first move”®

e —— - o 7

Neverthcless @ senlor Frelilin represontative in Dili assurod the Expresse that the Palinti] is discussing the :
Wi of a unilateral ceasefirc an that such. gostore “is possible.™ The Fulintil loader Matan Ruak i ]
reported to bo contacting various different Timorese figures to obtain their comments on such an jdea and
othere, ,
. toe R ] i
Bven Abllic Soares, the corrupt formor-4wd driver who now serves a8 Govemor of East Timor, has given
indications of being prepared to acoept political change. On Wedneaday he sammoned two student
udeﬁsammandtﬂudbpumk&mbmmmdrnn&rwmmdwm
sutonomyy inmesd. The swudent loadess turned bim down flat, but the masting was an extraordinary about-
face for a man who has never bafore beca anything bur a stoogo for Jakarta.

Manuel Abrantes, Disector of the Cathalic Church’s Commission of Justice and Péace, contirmed that the i
climate of represeion had been reduced over the last three weeks. He aaid that be bad not recelved a singlo
Teport of an asvest or disappeasaace since May 20%, the first time he has ever expetionced Such an
extended pesjod of calm. Abmantes also down-playod the idea that the poisoning of 53 prisoners in Bocora
Jail this weck was doliberatc and he denied that 2 prisooers had died. *[ visited the prisoners in hospital
myself and noono died,” he said. “That does not mean that nothing has happensd,” he hastaned 1o stregs,
“These may well have been incldeats in the interlor of which we bave not yet heard, but Dili is deftndtely '
calmer and [ take that a3 2 signal.”

political negotiations about Bast Timor's future out tnto the public sphere, Bariier this weok Ambassador
Lopes da Cruz, Jakarta’s international messenger boy on the Eam Titnor lssue, tried to persuade former
Governor Marlo Carrascalac to join him in slgning a dsclaration stating that the Timorese people support

I
Others harve seen the sign] 100 aud today (Saturday) should witoess the net etop in the process of forcing i
]
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'iih;mmmmw 0 insisted that he would not sign anything witho ut consulting the Timoress people
o t0 travel  Dili, where thoy arrived on Friday. Lopes da Cruz no doubt hopes 1o
wn.ﬂ.ne_ dlsc\nl' mwgumfmp«mmmmmmmwmmm
Francisoo Xavier Axoaral; Autont Parada; Clecne is do Amaral and Salvador Ximencs,
?hmu;m‘mmgm a,:mgg.mmwmmmﬁz“:
uﬁwmu. Timorese presentstives, including members of Freti

foroign press, to atiend the debate. mumwumuhb-:iﬁmwm“m
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Timor misadventure</h2>

<I>The world has long known about the East Timorese death toll.
Now retired Lt-Col SUBIYANTO speaks out about Indonesian
casualties.</I>

<P>In early 1976, retired Lt-Col Subiyanto refused to be sent
back to East Timor. We met him in an East Javanese town.

<P><B>Why did some Indonesian soldiers refuse orders?</B»>
<P>Because we read a bit about East Timor. Though colonised by
the Portuguese for 350 years, no mass killings ever took place.
But after the Indonesian government sent Abri there, Abri
massacred the East Timorese.

<P><B>Was Abri doing wrong?</B>

<P>In my opinion, it robbed the East Timorese of their
sovereignty, because they were already independent at that time.
So why should Abri go to East Timor with the express purpose of
occupying their territory?

<P><B>Did you go to fight against Fretilin?</B>

<P>Against the East Timorese. I didn’t know anything about
Fretilin. I just knew they were East Timorese.

<P><B>How was Fretilin depicted?</B>

<P>East Timorese who escaped into the forest when Indonesian
soldiers attacked were called Fretilin.

<P><B>What did your colleagues say?</B>

<P>Friends who had been there disapproved. There were so many
dead. They were people just like us. Whether you wanted to or
not, you were ordered to go in. Then it was too late, we had to
defend ourselves. It was difficult. We were from the city, and
had to go into the forest.

<P><B>What happened when you refused to go again?</B>

<P>For three or four years I got no promotion.

<P><B>Wasn’t that an unpatriotic act of yours?</B>

<P>You can call it unpatriotic. Abri has to follow orders. But
once I knew a little about the history, I thought if I go I‘1ll
just be killing ordinary people. Sure, we have to follow orders,
but you’re not allowed to do that. We are human beings.

<P><B>What about Abri dead?</B>



<P>If you count them from the beginning until now, wow, you
wouldn’t get just one or two thousand. It could be 5,000, or
10,000, or even more. At that time when one company was
completely wiped out, another one came, and it too would be wiped
out, and so on. That’s not counting the BEast Timorese themselves.

<P><B>Did the Indonesian soldiers realise how many East Timorese
had died?</B>

<P>Yah, they realised it. Our enemies were supposed to be only
Fretilin, not the ordinary farmers. But at that time we were
total strangers to one another. All the East Timorese were
thought to be the same as those who had gone into the forest.

<P><B>What happened to those who came back?</B>

<P>Even if they managed to return home alive, many were disabled.
But that was kept a secret by our government. If there was a
chance they would survive, they were taken from Dili back to
Indonesia. But not even their family was allowed to know about
it. Only the superior would know which hospital they were in.

<P><I>Extracted and translated £from the Radio Netherlands
documentary

‘Tragedi Timor Timur 1975-1995', part III, 21 December 1995. The
documentary

was published as ‘Jejak-jejak darah’, Inham & Pijar, 10 December
1996.</I>



SENT BY: v 7= 8-9B + Gi54PM REP, TONY HALL= 307 585 3288:% 2

USAID/INDONESIA EAST TIMOR OVERVIEW

USAID has the largest donor assistance program in East Timor, Indonesia’s youngest and
most politically troubled province. (Population, 1996 projection: 867,700 with 40% Non-
Timorese) Between 1991 and 1996, USAID directed almost $11 million to Indonesian and
U.S. non-governmental organizations (NGOs) for rural development and income generation
activities. Many recipients were NGOs directed and staffed by East Timorese. The
Timorese NGO network is still new. The biggest constraint in expanding or maintaining
assistance levels to East Timor is the limited capacity of NGOs to absorb more funds.

Disaster Rellef In Pebruary 1998, U.S. Ambassador Stapleton Roy used his disaster relief
authority to provide $25,000 in emergency food and medical supplies for Atauro Island off
the coast of East Timor. Supplies were distributed through CARE.

USAID has programmed 7,280 metric tons (MT) of rice through PLA480 Title II emergency
relief program. Same 10,000 East Timorese households (about 50,000 persons) will benefit
from this assistance. The first shipment of 1,900 MTs has arrived in Dili for distribution by
CARE. The total value of the relief food destined for East Timor is over $2.6 million.

Existing Grants Receiving Additjonal Funding in FY98 - In FY1998, USAID allocated
nearly $2 million for new and continuing health, sanitation, outrition water and human rights
activities through existing grants.

Sgalesian Missions - USAID grants to the Salesian Missions since August 1989 total
$3,186,540. Since August 1989, USAID has supported the U.S.-based Salesian Missions
to improve the living standards of orphans in East Timor by improving existing education
and training programs, initiating new programs and providing equipment and institutional
support for orphanages. Three orphanage buildings in Los Palos, Laga and Venilale,
respectively, have been constructed with USAID assistance. The Salesians elso have a
technical training school for youth. USAID financed a grant to support a computer and
secretarial training center based at Dili. USAID signed a new grant with the Salesians in
September 1996 to build a technical training workshop emphasizing electronics and
installation. USAID has given significant support to the Salesian Mission for 300 farm
families through an improved professional extension program of the Don Bosco Agricultural
School in Fuiloro. In FY 1997, USAID extended its support to this agricultural college by
providing a follow-on grant of $400,000 for two years. The school provides farm
equipment, extension services and improved farming technology to the relocated farmers.
Also in FY1997, USAID provided $240,000 for three years 10 support the Commission for
Peace and Justice, which had been funded by Bishop Belo. This grant continues to support
civil rights work in East Timor.

Duta Bina Bhyana (a national NGO based in Bali) established a counterpart Timorese NGO,
Yayasan Bina Sejahtera Lestari, in 1994. It provides loans to micro-entreprencurs and
provides practical business skills training for individual borrowers and borrower
organizations. The board of directors is comprised of leading East Timorese businessmen
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with three East Timorese staff members. Through a USAID grant which began in 1995 and
concludes at the end of FY98, they established a revolving loan fund of Rp.30 million and
made 36 loans ranging from Rp.150,000 up to Rp. 1 million.

Bina Swadaya, a national Jakarta-based NGO, was financed to provide institutional
development for local NGOs in East Timor. After a difficult start they successfully assisted
five NGOs to form and train 46 community self-help groups. There was a Rp. 15 million
revolving loan fund available to these self-help groups for establishing micro-enterprises.
This activity was completed in Jupe 1996. As a result of the training provided, two local
NGOs successfully developed proposals and elicited funds from other international funding
sources. This NGO successfully convinced the Provincial government to work with the staff
of the local NGOs, to implement the Government’s poverty reduction program.

The Asia Foundation’s role in East Timor has been to strengthen the management and
planning capabilities of Dili’s Suara Timor Timur, the only local newspaper in East Timor.
Business and journalism training is being provided to ensure that the newspaper is profitable,
or at least self-sufficient in the near future, and more professional in its content. They have
also furnished the new East Timor branch office of the Human Rights Commission.

S Ass NCBA) received over $6 million in
USAID grants to expand and strengthen producer cooperatives in the eastern jslands,
especiaily East Timor. NCBA's efforts contributed to the break up of an Indonesian
military coffee monopoly. Nearly 40 percent of all East Timorese farmers depend on coffee
production for income. About 5,500 farmers were assisted by NCBA's agricultural
activities in coffee, while 230 farmers in vanilla production and 410 in cattle raising have
also been helped. These farmers received extension training to double their cash incomes
from the sale of their organic coffee.

The USAID Mission is in the process of approving a new health activity in East Timor.

This would be a $1.2 million grant amendment to the National Cooperative Business
Association to start up a managed care program in the coffee growing region of East Timor.
This program is expected to provide basic preventive and curative heaith and family planning
services 1o 8,000 coffee producer families who are members of the coffee cooperative. The
basic health services would be provided through a network of six family doctor clinics. The
anticipated completion date of this activity is September 30, 2000.

The USAID Housing Guaranty (HG) program is a loan fund to the Indonesian government
for the financing of urban environmental infrastructure. In East Timor it has provided

critically needed investments in shelter, water supply, and sanitation. Since 1991, USAID
and the Government of Indonesia have provided approximately $12 million of investments
eligible for HG to East Timor.

UNTIM - Human resource development is critical to the development of a more competitive,
participatory economy in East Timor. Through a grant to Georgetown University, USAID is
devoting resources from a bilateral education project to improve curriculum and train staff in
the areas of English language and apimal husbandry at the University of East Timor
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(UNTIM) where the faculty is both underdeveloped and understaffed. UNTIM is the only
university in Bast Timor. It offers higher education to Timorese to prepare them for
employment in the province and in the region. This grant will end in late FY98.

ETADEP - Much of USAID’s NGO work in East Timor is basic grassroots economic
development and community empowerment. ETADEP, a leading Timorese NGO, started
with USAID funds in 1982. USAID funding ended in March 1998. It established an
institutional and human resources center in Dili to teach skills essential to the institutional
development of local NGOs. ETADEP also established rural branches of its credit union,
drills wells for clean drinking water and worked with smaller local NGOs to provide hands-
on training in microenterprise, credit systems, water catchment systems, and family health
systems. In Raimate, E. Timor, ETADEP worked with farmers to open 200 hectares of
previously swampy and unirrigated land. ETADEP plays an important advocacy role for the
rural farmers, recently convincing the provincial government to include extra regions in its 5
'year Electrification Plans. ETADEP's influence with three key sectors, the East Timor
community, the Government of Indonesia and foreign governments muake it an important
player in the resolution of the continuing conflicts in this troubled province. Recently, in the
aftermath of religious rioting, it coordinated a round-table discussion with the Justice and
Peace Commission on "Religious Pluralism in East Timor". It was attended by national
religious leaders from Indonesia’s principal religions, senior provincial government officials
and senior military officers. The provincial government formulated a policy on religious
pluralism as a result of the discussions.

U:\eupub\docn\indoneﬁ\etimot. 7/6/98
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FAX

To: Amold S. Kohen

Fax#  (301)585-3288

Subject: Meeting Yesterday with USAID Administrator Brian Atwood
Date: July 8, 1998

Pages: 8, including this cover sheet.

COMMENTS:
Amold,

Thanks for your call. I'm sending to you some of the information from the meeting
yesterday. It was well attended. Brian Atwood gave the briefing. The Congressional staff was
myself, Anne Huiskes w/Rep. Wolf, Dan Martz w/House Subcommittee on Asia Majority Staff,
Rick Kessler, John Shank w/ Appropriations Subcommittee on Foreign Operations, two staffers
from Rep. John Porters office, many AID people and two congressional staffers who I did not

recognize. .

I raised the two issues we talked about. I stated that I hed gotten word that Bishop Belo
was saying “that more people are dying of Malaria than starvation” and how the cases of Dengue
Pever were increasing. Brian Atwood responded by saying how these things are interrelated. (I
also pointed how these health issues were not mentioned on there handouts. John Shank of the
Appropriations Committee agreed with me on why this was important and why the House
Subcommittee focused on the Child Survival and Discase Account.

Finally, I sent the fax today to Alan Berger and it went through so you can follow-up with
him if you need to. . '

From the deak of...

Robert Zachritz

Senior Lagiaiative Asalstant

Office of Represanistive Tory P, Hall
1432 Lengworth Building
Weshington, D.C. 20516

(202) 225-6466
Fax (202) 228-1443
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NEW REPORT SAYS OFFICIAL DENIALS OF INDONESIAN RAPES HINDER
INVESTIGATION

Human Rights Watch today called on senior Indonesian government officials to immediately cease
efforts to discredit reports of rapes of ethnic Chinese women during riots in Jakarta in May.
Instead, they should work to create a climate where victims of sexual violence might be more
willing to come forward. In a new report titled “The Damaging Debate On Rapes of Ethnic Chinese
Women,” the organization said the debate raging on whether or not rapes had occurred was
obscuring other issues, including the extent to which the May rioting was organized, the fact that
sexual violence other than rape occurred, and the need to make Indonesia a society where people
of all ethnicities felt secure.

The government statements are based on the fact that to date, not a single victim of the May rapes
has reported an attack to the police, despite reports of rights advocates that more than 100 rapes
took place. Advocates say the women in question are traumatized by the assaults themselves and
subsequent intimidation, and, in some cases, have fled the country. Officials accuse
nongovernmental groups of fabricating their data. Human Rights Watch said those accusations
would only serve to further discourage any witness from giving testimony to a government-
appointed fact-finding board.

“If it was difficult to persuade victims, their families, or their doctors to come forward before, it’s
going to be almost impossible now,” said Sidney Jones, Asia director of Human Rights Watch.
“Who would want to testify, thinking no one was going to believe them anyway?”

The Human Rights Watch report notes that ethnic Chinese women have many reasons for not going
to the police, including a long history in Indonesia of police extortion of ethnic Chinese and a
widespread belief that security forces were involved in the May violence. It also notes that reports
of rape of women in Aceh, in nothern Sumatra, during military operations there in 1990-91 are only
now coming out now, seven years or more after they took place.

Human Rights Watch acknowledges that there have been problems with some of the data collected
because of the chaotic circumstances in which reports came in but said rights groups were doing
additional verification and going back, where possible, to the original source. It said that once
verification was complete, the numbers would probably drop below the figures initially reported.
The organization stressed, however, that the key issue was not numbers, but how and why violence
occurred and how it can be prevented in the future. It also called on the Indonesian government to
invite the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women to visit Indonesia to
meet with officials and rights advocates and explore these issues further.

BRUSSELS HONG KONG LONDON LOS ANGELES MOSCOW NEW YORK RIO DE JANEIRO WASHINGTON
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Subject: Fw: Mensagem teologan sira iha Flores halo aksi
Sent: 11/3/98 7:26 AM

Received: 11/3/9811:18 AM

From: Alves Martins, jalaves@planalfa.es

To: Domingos Cunha, ddacunha®@earthlink.net

----- Mensagem original-----

De: Xavier High School <xhs@mail.fm>

Para: jalaves@planalfa.cs <jalaves@planalfa.cs>

Data: Terga-feira, 3 de Novembro de 1998 6:54

Assunto: Fw: Mensagem teologan sira iha Flores halo aksi

To Arnold IKohen

>>

>> Caro Pe. Martins,

>> Mando-lhe essas noticias actual de Flores

>> Um grande abraco ¢ amizade sempre no Senhor nosso Salvador

>> Venancio

>>

>> >

>> > > CATHOLICS CONFESS COLLABORATION IN SUHARTO REGIME
>> > An astonishingly frank admission of Catholic compromise with the
>> > discredited "New Order” regime of General Suharto, which came to
>an

>>>end in

>> > May, has been made by a group of church leaders. They called for
>a

>> > formal

>> > act of repentance and for the formation of a Truth and

>> Reconciliation

>> > Commission to investigate abuses since 1966.

>> >

>> > The pastoral consultation, at St Paul,s Seminary in Flores,

>> > Indonesia, last

>> > week (19-24 October), involved 32 priests and three laymen, and
>> > included

>> > vicars general, directors of pastoral centres, diocesan

>gecretaries

>>>and

>> > representatives of higher education institutes.

>> >

>> > They produced a damning report about the collusion of "prominent
>> > Catholies”

>> > with the regime which governed Indonesia for 32 years. Suharto.s

;1/s
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>> > regime

>> > "has left the darkest shadows and bloodiest memories in the
>history

>> > of the

>> > Indonesian Republic", declared the document. An "all-embracing
>> > culture of

>> > fear" had been generated in the country by "the gathering of all
>> > power into

>> > a single hand".

>> >

>> > There had been “ideological indoctrination” and "myriad means of
>> > intimidation and terror”. There had been "mass murder from Aceh
>in

>> > the

>> > extreme west to East Timor and Irian in the east”. In the
>economic

>> > sphere,

>> > "poverty and destitution" had resulted from the "corruption,

>> > collusion and

>> > nepotism"” of the oligarchy.

>>>

>> > Catholic involvement in these horrors could be seen at every
>level,

>> > from

>> > "prominent Catholics who held important positions in the New
>Order

>> > government at the centre of power, right through to the

>> > administration of

>> > local districts, through church institutions and organisations

>> which

>> > accepled the state ideology as their single basis, and through
>the

>> > support

>> > given the Suharto regime by church leadership”.

>> >

>> > The report goes on to say that the "cosy relationship" between
>the

>> > Church

>> > and Suharto was supported by "the Church,s structure itself",
>which

>>>"in

>> > many ways parallels the structure of the New Order regime”, which
>> was

>> > "hegemonic and authoritarian, without any democratic legitimation
>> > from the

>> > people”.

[ 2/5
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>> >

>> > In the midst of "this depressing situation”, however, "there has
>> > always

>> > been a glimmer of light shining from the midst of the faithful
>like

>>a

>> > host

>> > of small, Mickering candles burning themselves out in order to
>> emit

>> > the

>> > light of truth, justice, peace, community and love".

>> >

>> > Turning to practical recommendations, the report calls for a

>> "formal

>> > act of

>> > repentance”. It says: "For this, we need to create a Truth and

>> > Reconciliation Commission whose membership would come from the
>> > (uncompromised) leadership of the Church and society.” The
>> commission

>> > would

>> > need to explore as far back as 1966, when the regime began with
>the

>> > mass

>> > slaughter and the KOMOP Act of Terror, and the bones of the
>victims

>> > would

>> > need to be dug up and re-buried with religious rites "for the
>sake

>> of

>> > true

>> > reconciliation”.

>> >

>> > It would also be necessary "to build a monument engraved with the
>> > thousands

>> > of names of the victims, or build 2 museum which records the
>cruel

>> > acts of

>> > the Suharto regime ~ symbols which touch the conscience of the
>> people

>> > and

>> > remind us that such brutality must never be committed again”.
>> >

>> > Within the Church, "basic communities” needed to be developed,
>> which

>> > would

>> > start as "communities of faith through common prayer, the reading

M3/
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>> and

>> > sharing of the biblical Word, and so develop into wider and
>> authentic

>> > communities of life". They could co-operate with credit unions,
>and

>>>bea

>> > focus for raising awareness of health, gender and land problems,
>as

>> > well as

>> > human rights. They would relate “vertically with parish and
>> diocesan

>> > |eadership”, though at a horizontal level they could collaborate
>> with

>> > "neighbours from other religions” and other groups.

>> >

>> > To support this work, "pastoral agents need to be prepared

>> throughout

>> > their

>> > basic formation to become sensitive to the situation of the
>people

>> > and

>> > become professional pastoral servants. To this end, the final two
>> > ycars of

>> > education in the major seminary needs to be re-evaluated™.

>> >

>> > Finally, the report speaks of the importance of "networks of
>> > collaboration”

>> > in the Nusa Tenggara region " that is, the islands of Flores,
>Timor

>> > and

>> > Sumba ~ where 35 per cent of Indonesian Catholics live.

>> >

>> > The Tablet,

»>> > 3] October 1998

>> >

>> >

>> >

>> >

>> >

>>

>> > To unsubscribe, e-mail: internos-unsubscribe@parokinet.org
>> > For additional commands, e-mail: internos-help@parokinet.org
>> >

>>
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More than 100 Members of Congress Urge Clinton and
Indonesian President Habibie to Ease Concerns in East Timor

WASHINGTON—A bipartisan group of more than 100 Members of Congress sent two separate
letters to President Clinton and Indonesian President Habibie calling for a just solution to the tragedy in
East Timor, where as many as 200,000 people have perished from the combined effects of a war in that
island territory.

The letters were originated by Rep. Tony P. Hall (D-Ohio) in an effort to help bring about a lasting
settlement to the longstanding confiict in East Timor, which Indonesia invaded in 1975.

“At this crucial juncture in Indonesian history, it is vital that the United States take a strong
position in support of East Timor and call on the Indonesian Government to honor past resolutions
enacted by the United Nations,” the lawmakers said in the letter to Clinton.

Both letters to Clinton and Habibie urged ending hurman rights abuses through “an immediate
and substantial reduction in the Indonesian military presence in East Timor as well as the granting of
freedom of speech and assembly.”

The lawmakers called for the release of political prisoners, including Xanana Gusmao, the
Timorese resistance leader who has been compared with Nelson Mandela.

The letters also underscored the need for a speedy resolution of the East Timor problem through
the good offices of the United Nations, “based on the freely expressed wishes of the people of East
Timor."”

The letter to Clinton pointed out, “Bishop Carlos Felipe Ximenes Belo, who received a Nobel
Peace Prize in 1996...has stated that only through democratic means can a just and lasting political
settlement be achieved in East Timor."”

According to Hall, there has been more openness in East Timor's capital city in recent months
since the fall of President Suharto.

“It is vital to continue the momentum that has been generated thus far, and there would be no
better way to do that than to improve the human rights situation, withdraw troops, and release all political
prisoners, especially Xanana Gusmao, who is crucial to any long-term solution to the problem,” stressed
Hall,

The lawmakers noted in their letter to Clinton, "It is an unfortunate fact that the invasion was
carried out with American weaponry and diplomatic support.”

“The United States should work with its allies to make clear to the new government that a speedy

-more-
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resolution to the East Timor problem through the good offices of the United Nations would be to the
benefit of all,” the Jawmakers told Clinton.

In addition to Hall, key supporters of the letters were Reps. Frank Wolf (R-Va.), Nita Lowey (D-
N.Y.), Chris Smith (R-N.J.), Tom Lantos (D-Calif.), John Edward Porter (R-Ill.), Patrick Kennedy (D-R.1.),
Joseph Pitts (R-Pa.), and Barney Frank (D-Mass.).

The text of the letters follow:

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

For many years there has been increasing concern in the United States Congress over the tragic
plight of the former Portuguese colony of East Timor, which was invaded by Indonesia in 1975. It is an
unfortunate fact that the invasion was carried out with American weaponry and diplomatic support. As
many as 200,000 people, or a third of the population, have perished from the combined effects of the
Indonesian presence. At this crucial juncture in Indonesian history, it is vital that the United States take
a strong position in support of East Timor and call on the Indonesian Government to honor past
resolutions enacted by the United Nations.

For the past decade, Bishop Carlos Felipe Ximenes Belo, who received a Nobel Peace Prize in
1996 and with whom you met last year, has stated that only through democratic means can a just and
lasting political settlement be achieved in East Timor. There is now a great historical opportunity to
achieve such a settlement based on the freely expressed wishes of the people of East Timor. The United
States should work with its allies to make clear to the new government that a speedy resolution to the
East Timor problem through the good offices of the United Nations would be to the benefit of all.

As an initial step, we believe that the new Indonesian government should enter into a serous
dialogue with the people of East Timor. Bishop Belc has long stated that in order to minimize human
rights abuses, there should be an immediate and substantial reduction in the Indonesian military presence
in East Timor as well as the granting of freedom of speech and assembly. In its diplomatic exchanges with
the Indonesian government, the United States should support these measures, as well as the release of
all political prisoners, including resistance leader Xanana Gusmao. The United States should also augment
its contributions toward the bolstering of food and medical supplies in East Timor during this uncertain
period, which would help avert further harm to a land whose people have already suffered tremendously.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.
The Honorable Bacharuddin Jusuf Habibie
President of the Republic of Indonesia
Jakarta, Indonesia
Dear Mr. President:

As you know, for many years, there has been increasing concern in the United States, as
elsewhere in the world, over the tragic and complex issue of East Timor.

In keeping with your commitment to reform, we believe the time is ripe for the new Indonesian

government to enter into a serious dialogue with the people of East Timor, including Bishop Carlos Felipe
Ximenes Belo. Bishop Belo has long statad that in order to minimize human rights abuses, there should

-more-
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be an immediate and substantial reduction in the Indonesian military presence in East Timor as well as
the granting of freedom of speech and assembly. We urge you to carry these measures out, as well as
release of political prisoners, including resistance leader Xanana Gusmao, with whom the government
might also hold a dialogue.

Finally, but most importantly, there is a great historical opportunity to achieve a just and
conciliatory settlement on East Timor. A speedy resolution of the East Timor problem through the good
offices of the United Nations, based on the freely expressed wishes of the people of East Timor, would
be to the benefit of all. Such a solution would be in the long-term interests of Indonesia's relations with
the world community as well as the people of East Timor. It is important to remember, that the United
Nations played &n important role in Indonesia's struggle for independence in the 1940s and can now play

an important role in the East Timor situation.

Tony P. Hall

Frank R. Wolf

Nita M. Lowey
Christopher H. Smith
Tom Lantos

John Edward Porter
Patrick J. Kennedy
Joseph R. Pitts
Barney Frank
Stephen Hom
Thomas Allen
Maurice Hinchey
Dennis Kucinich
Lloyd Doggett
Robernt Underwood
David Hobson

Niel Abercrombie
Carolyn Kilpatrick
Henry Waxman
Sherrod Brown
Eleanor Holmes Norton
John Olver

Peter Visclosky
Dan Burton

John Lewis
Constance Morella
Stave Rothman
Michael McNulty
John Spratt
Fortney Pete Stark
Loretta Sanchez
Bobby Rush

Lynn Rivers

Sam Gejdenson

James Oberstar
Sue Kelly

Louise Slaughter
James Traficant
John Conyers, Jr.
David Minge
Eliot Engel

Bart Stupak
Peter DeFazio
Phil English
Carolyn Maloney
Donald Payne
Lynn Woolsey
Nancy Pelosi
William Coyne
Richard Pombo
Harris Fawell
Jose Serrano
Lane Evans
John Moakley
Martin Olav Sabo
James McGovern
John A. Boehner
Martin Meehan
William Delahunt
Brad Sherman
George Miller
Robert Weygand
Eddie Bernice Johnson
Luis Gutierrez
Esteban Edward Torres
Elizabeth Furse
James P. Moran
Bernard Sanders

#E#

Leonard L. Boswell
John Tierney
Micheal P. Forbes
Bill Luther

Ted Strickland
Robert Menendez
Barbara Lee

James Greenwood
Howard L. Berman
Julian Dixon
Charles B. Rangel
Sam Farr

Scott L. Klug

Lucille Roybal-Allard
James T, Walsh
Jesse Jackson, Jr.
Anna G. Eshoo
Brian Bllbray
Bennie G. Thompson
David Bonior

Bruce F. Vento
Sidney R. Yates
Bob Clernent
Debbie Stabenow
Joseph P. Kennedy, |l
Thomas J. Manton
Bill Pascrell, Jr.
David E. Price
Albert Russell Wynn
Robert Wexler
Jerrold Nadler
Elijah E. Cummings
Robert E. Andrews
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FAX TRANSMISSION FROM

ST. MARTIN'S PRESS, INC.

175 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10010

Telephone (212) 674-5151 x797
Fax (212) 529-0694

TO: Arnold Kohen
AT:

FAX: 301-585-3288
FROM: Andrew Miller
RE:

Total number of pages including this cover sheet: 2

Dear Arnold,
As promised, here is. the permission form for the photograph. Sorry to

get off the phone so quickly today, .but the lunch was an urgent one.

Best wishes,



/* Written 5:28 AM Sep 14, 1998 by pet@web.net in
igc:reg.easttimor */

AR TR "LUSA: Belo calls for setting-up Uni" ---------- * f
From: "Sharon R.A. Scharfe" <pet@web.net>

Reply-To: "Sharon R.A., Scharfe" <pet@web.net>

Subject: LUSA: Belo calls for setting-up United Front

14 SET 98 - 11:30
East Timor: Bishop Dom Ximenes Belo calls for setting-up
United Front

Jakarta, Sept. 14 (Lusa) - East Timor’s Nobel Peace
Prize
co-laureate, Roman-Catholic Bishop Dom Ximenes Belo, has called
for
the setting-up of a "united front" representing all the people
of
the occupied territory.
The bishop reportedly made the appeal during a
closed-door
meeting with some 50 East Timorese representatives last week,
according to Agence France Press.
However, the armed wing of the East Timorese resistance,

FALINTIL, was not represented at the meeting. FALINTIL has
waged a

guerrilla war on the Indonesian occupation forces since 1975.

The governor of East Timor appointed by Jakarta, Abilio

Osorio, also failed to take part in the meeting called by the
highly

respected bishop, who 1is the apostolic administrator of the
diocese

of Dili, capital of East Timor.

Lusa/Fim

Copyright- 1996 Agncia Lusa
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Amold S. Kohen

7324 Baltimore Avenue
T:.h:lma Park, Maryland 20912
P:t;rﬂ 301-585-3229

FAX: 301-585-3288

May 30, 1998

Bernt Gulbhrandsen
Caritas Norge ;

Decar Rernt,

L would like to confirm our meeting for June 17/18.
On June 1 I must [inalize my booking for Oelo (I am now ficheauled
to be there from June 16-20), and so I would be gratceful ro hear
from you,

With best wishes,

Cnetd
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Arnold S. Kohen

7324 Baltimore Avenue
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912
Phone: 301-585-3229

FAX: 301-585-3288

May 13, 1998
Bernt Gulbandsen
Dear Bernt,
My trip to Oslo in May has been cancelled, but I

hope to visit in the second half of June. Please let me know what
dates are good for you.

With best regards,

Guvest



Arnold S. Kohen

7324 Baltimore Avenue
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912
Phone: 301-585-3229

FAX: 301-585-3288

May 13, 1998

Dr. Geoffrey Hull
Dear Geoffrey,

Forgive my temporary silence. I have been working
madly to meet my deadline.

I am very thankful to you for all your help. I
have a small, and perhaps obvious question: What is the meaning of
the word "Ramelau" in Tetum?

I will be seeing Bishop Belo, the old
Lusophile, when he receives an honorary doctorate at the University
of Evora on May 20.

With best regards,

Gl/m,w{ao

PS T osss

ons ﬁ‘g Yo,



Arnold S. Kohen

7324 Baltimore Avenue
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912
Phone: 301-585-3229

FAX: 301-585-3288

May 13, 1998
Dr. Benjamin Corte-Real
Dear Dr. Corte-Real,
I am very thankful to you for all your help. I

have a small, and perhaps obvious question: What is the meaning of
the word "Ramelau" in Tetum?

I will be seeing Bishop Belo when he receives
an honorary doctorate at the University of Evora on May 20.

With best regards,

[P Krta—
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GOLD, LEINS & ADOFF

CertiFied PuBLiC ACCOUNTANTS . DonaLp Goun. cpa
CHARLES R. LEINS. CPA
STANLEY ADOFF, CPA

MEMBERS OF THE
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

TO: ARNOLD  KOHEN)  Fax NO: RI-5FS-328%

FROM:  Jim_ MAEINO DATE: /0’/2«2-;/95
PAGES TRANSMITTED, INCLUDING THIS ONE: 2~
SENT BY IM

If you do not receive the total number of pages stated above, or find that any are
illegible, please contact us at 301-340-6300.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This facsimile contains confidential information which
is legally privileged. This facsimile is intended only for the use of the Addresseel(s)
named above. If you are not the addressee, or the person responsible for delivering
it to the addressee, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying of this
facsimile, or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this facsimile is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this facsimile in error, please immediately
notify us by telephone to arrange for return of this facsimile to us.
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Prom: Corda Weiss 2128 B8E To: Nalacha Masdan Dmts: 1/14/B0 Time: 15:17:35 Page 1 071

From the desk of...
Cora Weiss
777United Nations Plaza
Wew York N.Y. 10017

Natacha Meden,

faat; 011 351 1 886 3791 212-697-8545
re; Fax. 212-682-06886
date. 1!14!98L
pages: 1, inclugling this cover sheet

Dear Natacha,

Thank you for your fax.

i have called a lawyer whom | do not know personaliy, but who knows the Bruderhof He is a decent

person. This is what he said:

The Bruderhof afe a Christian sect, they dress like the Amish, theycame from Germany in the 1830's
fleeing the Nazis| They are a Hutterian sect of the Anabaptists. | dan' know a thing about those two.
They have a histpry of persecutian and running from persecution, They live communally as a
fundamentalist gfoup in New York State and Pennsylvania. They arc modelled after the Israeli
kibbutz movement. They have developed successful business skills and own the largest children's
wooden blocks tgy company, which he thinks is Creative Playthings. (They are very big and good)
They also own Leer jets, train their children to be pliots and fly celebrities around. They are a distinct
commercial sucdess. They have been assoclated with getting rid of the death penalty in the US

and with same plojects in Africa, although he didn't know which ones.

He suggested a gall to 2 woman who works with them, Sybil Sender, at 1 914 339 6680. | have not
called her and won't unless you ask me to. My impression is that they have money, they do some
very good works | and stay away from their religious fundamentalism What do they want to do for

you'?

Good luck,
Cora
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USKUP ADMINISTRATOR APOSTOLIK KEUSKUPANY DILI-TIMOR
DIOCESE DE DILI-TIMOR ORIENTAL
Alamat Kediaman : Uskupan Lecidere (Bidau) —{ P. O.8Bux ) Kotak Pos 1,250 — Nili 88.012 — Tel 21 331
Alamat Kontor: LAMARA ECLESIASTICA, ]I, Gov. Alves Aldein, 25 DIL) 88 6hi~—Tecl. 21665

No. Le53h {UubD/ 93 Dili, 10th August 1993
Inreh Dear Hr.'l‘ony PeHall
Benital ' Meaber of Congress
Your Ref.

Mister Tonmy Hall,

I take this occasion to thnak you for your
letter and for the support which the Congress of the Ubited
States/House of Representatives extends to tha Church and the
people of East Timore

Despite all forces sgainst us, we comtimue to
hold and disseminate that the only solution to the Esst Timor
conflict is political and diplomstic on, and this solution
should be include the respect of religious, cultural and soclsl
traditions of East Timore.

I take this opportunity to appeal to your good
offices to keep on insisting with the American Government ,and
the Clinton Administration to press the Indonsslan Govermsent
in order to give a specisl shatus{authonomy) to East Timors

With sentiment of admiration

I remain Yours sincerely
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INDONESIA: USAID’S CRISIS RESPONSE
AN OVERVIEW OF PROGRAM CHANGES

1. NOMI ! Ingressed International Competitivensss and Domestic Competition
o Increased emphasis on domestic competition issues which are at the

heart of the economic¢ crisis (e.g., competition law; removing barriers
to market entry; alimination of monopalistic practices)

o) New Ares: monetary and fiscal policy and banking sector reform
igsues

o 277. S.QIIIIM in FY98 and prior year funds

2. DEM GoV : Improved Ingtitutions Sugporting Damocracy

o Increased support to Indonesian NGOs for advocacy on civil society
developmeant

o Naw Area: NGO efforts to draft revised laws on elections, political
parties and presidantial selection as part of dlalogue on '
political transltion

o New Area: Training for journalists regarding reporting on economic
and political transition issues

o] New Areg: Election-related activities such as civic education;
information dissemination; political dlalogue

o New Areg: Expanded labor union development activitles

o £13.2 milllon \n FY98 and prior year funds

3. URAL RESQURCES M

o Increased focus on forest policy issues with much broader application
and signiflcance to economy:
. assistance with elimination of plywood cartel
. assistance with elimination of export tariff on logs and sawn
timber -- tariff was key factor in subsidizing logs going to
plywood mills ewned by Soeharto cronies
institution of forest royalty (i.e., resource rent tax)
assistance to put Reforestation Fund {formarly off budget
government slush fund) on budget within reguler budgst
process
o Change from strengthening government’s management of parks to
strengthening the respective roles of private sector, community
groups and government in park management. Prior USAID efforts
helped GO! develop framework for shared park management. The debt
crisis eliminated the GOI's capacity to cover costs of protected area
management and opsned up more opportunitles for increased
involvement of private sector and community groups In park activity
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management,
o New Ares: support debt for nature swaps by funding costs of
feasibility studies and persuading key actors in the
GOI to endorse the concept
o Continued support for decentralization of NRM with increased
emphasis on governance issues in local communitles
o 217.25 milllon in FY98 and prior year funds

4. V MENTAL MA

o] Developing social safaty nets by providing technical assistance to
. design projects to generate employment while improving urban

Infrastructure services (e.g., drinking water, sanitation)

. Coordination with the World Bank {WB) and Aslan Development
Bank (ADB) to design community-based infrastructure projects
to be supported by WB and ADB loans.

. Devslopment of a Socisl Safety Net program for water utilities
with falling revenues to sustain basic drinking water sarvices to
low income households. .

o Release of $25 million in Urban and Environmental Credit (UEC) loan
guarantees to support labor-intensive employment generation through
the construction of urban water and sanitation infrastructure (focus
changed from larger scale projects to small scale labor-intensive ones)

o Better public participation in decision-making on the choice of urban
services and how they are financed

o Privatization and restructuring of the national slectric utility, PLN

o New procurement procedurss for the privatization of urban

infrastructure to increase transparency In decision-making and raduce
opportunities for corruption in government contracts

o Increasing the transparency of power purchase contracts with private
power producers

o Coordination with the Warld Bank, Asian Development Bank, and
bilateral donors to assist the GOI in its efforts to restructure the
power sactor

0 843.42 million in FY98 and prior year funds (includes UEC
guarantses)

5. HEALTH AND FAMILY PLANNING

o] New Araa: Existing funds reprogrammed to finance $ 70 million in
commoditles; additional 3.5 million in similar commodities
may be provided later based on need )

e $7.4 million in contraceptives {IUDs and Norplant)
* $2.6 million in madical supplies such as disposable
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syringes, latex gloves, reagents for hemoglobin testing;
kits for nurses and midwives (e.g., for IlUD and Norplant
Insertion and HIV-AIDS and pregnancy test kits)
o New Area: Existing funds reprogrammed to fund basic operational
expenses [l.e., recurrent costs/ critical to maintalning
service dellvery, such as
e costs for doctors to travel to field to monitor quality of
service dellvery

* costs for maintalning data collection process based on
monthly travel to fleld (e.g., tracking information about
family planning use and discontlnuance)

B New Area: Funding to assess effects of the crisis on the haalth status
of the population (e.g., are there increases in infant
mortality; ability to pay for drugs and contraceptives)

o) New assistance areas are based on spscific appeal from the Ministry

of Health and coordinated with other donors

=] $227.66 million in FY98 and pricr year funds

6. oD CE
4? ) New Areg: $25 million in PL480 Title Il emergency food aid
committed in February 1998 for food-for-work (FFW) and

maternal and chlid feeding targeted to drought-affected
areas in Eastern Indonesia; first shipment arrived In
Indonesia on June 28
0 New Area: Additionsl $25 million Title Il committed in June 1998
& during Atwood visit to Indonesia; targeted to urban areas
based on need
0 Possibility of additional food aid If needed
(p o Use of $3 million in FY98 funds to support NGO food distribution
efforts
=} $#53 million in FY98 funds and emergency food assistance

7.  RISASTER ASSISTANCE

o New Area: Through a US private voluntary organization (PVQ),
$248,200 for a seeds distribution program in Irian Jaya in
response to drought-related neads

o New Area: Through a US PVO, $700,000 for air transport of food,
seeds and other rellef materisls into disaster-affected areas
of Irian Jaya

o) New Arsa: Through the ICRC, $750,000 for medical supplies for
vulnerable populations in Irian Jaya

o New Area: Through a US PVO, $25,000 to enhance an ongoing
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drought assistance program \n East Timor
o) New Arga: Through a consortium of Indonesian NGOs, $22,500 for
the purchase of rice saed for planting upon resumption of
rain
0 8545,700 in FYS8 funding

TOTAL USAID CRISIS RESPONSE: $172.67 MILLION

hmmepubidoceUndonesi) e, min:07/07/00



On the weekend of July 11 and 12 there were reports that
the feared Prabowo had returned to East Timor to lead efforts to
end the growing pro-independence demonstrations that have become a
feature of life since Suharto resigned. (In fact, it was unclear if
this was true.) There also were reports of the distribution of
weapons to pro-integration groups. At the same time, there were
accounts in the Indonesian press of a mass exodus of Indonesian
settlers from East Timor, supposedly under pressure from pro-
independence people: this last report was seen as a possible
pretext for a military crackdown.

At the same time, there were rumours of an assassination
attempt by Timorese vigilante squads created by Indonesian forces
against Bishop Belo in a remote border village around July 12.
Reached in Dili on July 15, Belo said the rumours were false. The
spreading of false reports was reminiscent of the situation in 1975
in the months leading up to the initial Indonesian invasion of East
Timor: at that time, the false reports were designed to present a
picture of chaos to justify military action by Indonesian forces.

What is true at present, Bishop Belo said, is that Dili is
like it was in 1980, full of Indonesian soldiers who have encircled
the city. Troops are entering houses at night, the bishop said, and
every day people are going to churches to take refuge.

A wvisit by the United Nations special envoy, Jamsheed
Marker, is slated to take place after July 16. Bishop Belo, fearing
violence, would like to see the visit postponed. Diplomatic sources
fear that pro-government elements might provoke a violent incident.

If Habibie and his military allies truly intend to take
action to relax the situation and implement the measures called for
by East Timor’s bishops in their June 23 letter, there can be no
better time than now. International pressure on Jakarta is vital.

Letter given to President Habibie by East Timor’'s
Bishops:

ENCOUNTER WITH THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUERLIC OF INDONESIA,
JAKARTA (24 JUNE 1998)

We, the bishops of East Timor; Mgr. Basilio do Nascimento Pr,
Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Baucau, and Mgr. Carlos
Filipe Ximenes Belo SDB, Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of



Dili, are thankful for the intervention through the Minister for
Religious Affairs to meet personally with the President of the
Republic of Indonesia. Apparently the purpose of that meeting is
closely connected with the problem of the territory of East Timor,
where we are in charge of pastoral care for the faithful.

In the context of the spirit of reform, the President has expressed
the official standpoint of his government regarding the political
question of East Timor, without belittling of course the different
opinions which are still launched by several political leaders
within Indonesia itself.

Motivated by the spirit of ever better service to the faithful,
whose pastoral care has been entrusted to us, we are pleased to
comply with the honourable invitation of Your Excellency the
President, in the hope that Your Excellency will listen to what we
have to say in relation to the political question of East Timor,
which seems to be endless. In this encounter we don’t have the
slightest pretension of forwarding concrete solutions for the
political problem of East Timor. Nonetheless, making use of the
opportunity, which is offered to us, we kindly ask Your Excellency
and Your Government, the cabinet, in search for the best possible
strateqgy towards a definitive solution of the political problem of
East Timor.
** %

Considering that a conflict situation and political unstability are
prevailing in the territory of East Timor for more than 22 years;

Considering that an atmosphere of tension, suspicion and hostility
are wide spread between civilians and members of the Armed Forces
(ABRI), as a result of behaviour and extremist acts of security --
personnel, either collectively, or -- in most cases -- personally.

Considering that families have been broken up as a consequence of
the conflict and that families have the sincere desire of becoming
reunited again with their children and relatives in order to start
a new life in East Timor:

I: We, the bishops of East Timor have taken the following
standpoint with regard to the above mentioned consideranda and
BELIEVE:

--- That the political question of East Timor has an international
dimension because it is still part of the agenda of the UN and is
still debated between Portugal and Indonesia.

--- That the most competent forum is the UN. Through that
international forum a solution can be arrived at that is fair,
peaceful and honourable as well as internationally acceptable.

--- That the effort to achieve a solution of the political question
by the use of the security approach -- as has been practised for
more than 22 years -- is no longer relevant in this era of reform.



An approach by using diplomatic channels is the best way. In this
context we believe that authoritative bodies for handling the
problem of East Timor are the Department of Foreign Affairs and the
Congress/Parliament and House of Representatives of Indonesia.

--- That it is urgently needed within a short time that a mechanism
be erected that collects the aspirations of the entire society of
East Timor, including guerillas and people living in the diaspora.
Through this mechanism the Central Government can listen to, and
will know, the opinions of the ’‘political options’ which are alive
among the people and society of East Timor.

IT. With reference to the improvement of living conditions of
the people of East Timor, we, the Bishops, PROPOSE:

--- To guarantee the rights, and acknowledge the freedom of the
indigenous population to go and stay wherever they want, without
restricting their space of movement, and without compelling them to
live in settlements which are being built along the main roads in
order to make it more easy for security personnel to control them.

--- To guarantee the right and acknowledge the freedom of opinion
and the right to express their thoughts even when these are of a
political nature.

--- To decrease the effective number of combat and territorial
troops, as well as the Special Forces troops (Kopassus), such as
units of Rajawali, Saka, Halilintar, Garda Paksi and others. 1In
other words, the status of the territory of East Timor must be
changed from ’‘operations status’ to ‘normal territory.’

--- Free access into East Timor must be given to international
organizations such as the United Nations Commission for Human
Rights, Amnesty International, etc, in order to guarantee
credibility which will have a positive impact on all sides, both
Government of Indonesia and the people of East Timor.

IIT In the spirit of reform, we, the bishops of East Timor, APPEAL:

That more opportunity be given and a climate be created, which
is conducive to sincere and open dialogue between East Timorese
themselves with the Central Government;

--- That the spirit of reform in the form of eliminating
corruption, collusion and nepotism be extended to East Timor also,
by replacing or transferring the civil servants and members of
ABRI, who have been involved in those practices, and returning
those civil servants and military personnel, who already for more
than 22 years have been employed in East Timor, to their respecive
units they have originally come from;

That the liberation of political prisconers from East Timor,



that happened some time ago, be followed up by granting clemency
and amnesty to all political prisoners, both in East Timor and
outside;

--- In order to preserve the culture of East Timor, the Central
government should formally allow the teaching of the Tetun language
in Elementary and Junior Middle Schools, and the teaching of
Portuguese in Senior Middle Schools and Institutes of Higher
Education throughout East Timor;

--- In order to help the ending of the economic crisis, the harbour
of Dili should be declared commercial freeport, not only for
Indonesian ships, but also for foreign ships and ships from
neighbouring countries.

These are some of our opinions, proposals and appeals, which we
forward to Your Excellency the President and Your Reform Cabinet,
in an effort to help creating a climate of calmness and peace in
East Timor.

Dili, June 23, 1998

Ep. Titularis of Settimuncia Ep. Titularis of Loxrium

Apostolic Administrator of Apostolic Administrator of Dili

Baucau

(Mgr. Basilio do Nascimento Pr.) (Mgr. Carlos Filipe Ximenes
Belo, SDB)
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The Humanitarian Project
Project on East Timor

P.O. Box 32307

Washington, D.C. 20007 USA
Phone: 301 585 3229

Fax: 301 585 3288
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Chronology

1948 -- Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo is born near Baucau, East Timor,
then under Portuguese rule.

1949 -- The neighboring Dutch East Indies gain their independence
as the Republic of Indonesia. East Timor remains a Portuguese
colony.

1965 -- General Suharto seizes power in Indonesia. An estimated
500,000 people are kill in purges that follow.

1968 -- Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo goes to Portugal for studies
toward the priesthood.

1974 -- On April 25, the 48-year-old Portuguese dictatorship

is overthrown in a bloodless military coup. Political parties are
soon formed in East Timor. Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo returns after
a six year absence.

1975 -~ C(Civil fighting breaks out in East Timor in August,
instigated by Indonesian intelligence operatives. At the
instructions of his superiors, Belo leaves to complete his priestly
studies. In December, Indonesian forces launch a fullscale invasion
of East Timor, accompanied by largescale atrocities. United Nations
condems Indonesian invasion. East Timor is closed to most outside
ocbservers. East Timorese resistance movement takes to mountain to
oppose Indonesian control.

1976 -- In July, President Suharto proclaims that East Timor is
part of Indonesia. United Nations refuses to recognize Indonesian
annexation. Late in the year, Indonesian Catholic priests assert
in a report that as many as 100,000 of a population of less than
700,000 have perished as a result of the Indonesia assault.

1977-78 -- Largescale aerial bombardment creates widespread
suffering in East Timor‘s countryside. Head of East Timor’'s
independence movement, Nicolau Lobato, is killed by Indonesian
forces.

1979 -- Massive war-related famine affects at least 300,000 people.
Church sources put death toll from combined effects of
Indonesian assault at 200,000 or more.

1980 -- Carlos Felipe Ximenes Belo ordained a priest in Lisbon,
Portugal.
1981 -- After completing additional studies in Rome, Belo returns

to East Timor in late July after an absence of nearly six years.



1983 -- In May, Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo is named Apostolic
Administrator, the head of East Timor’s Catholic Church, replacing
the popular Mgr. Martinho da Costa Lopes, who was removed by the
Vatican under Indonesian pressure after condemning atrocities. Soon
after, Belo begins to condemn Indonesian military atrocities
himself.

1984 -- Belo sends letter to Mgr. Lopes, who went into exile in
Portugal, describing grim results of a new Indonesian military
offensive. That July, on receiving the new Indonesian ambassador to
the Holy See, Pope John Paul II calls for observance of human
rights in East Timor.

1988 -- Belo is named bishop.

1989 -- Belo writes to United Nations Secretary General Perez de
Cuellar in February, calling for a democratic referendum. "We are
dying as a nation and as a people," he said; subsequently, his life
is threatened. Pope John Paul II visits East Timor in October,
speaks out on human rights. Young people demonstrate for freedom at
the end of the Papal Mass. Dozens are arrested and tortured, scores
take refuge in Bishop Belo’s home.

1991 -- More than 250 East Timorese are killed when troops open
fire on thousands of mourners and demonstrators in the Santa Cruz
cemetery in Dili. Bishop Belo tries to rescue hundreds who have
taken sanctuary in his home,

1992 -- Amidst widespread repression, Belo speaks forcefully
against human rights abuses.

1993 -- Bishop Belo tries to prevent further demonstrations from
taking place in East Timor, at the same time that he steps up his
denunciations of atrocities by the Indonesian military.

1994 -- When President Clinton visits Indonesia in November, 29
young East Timorese scale fence of U.S. Embassy, remaining in the
parking lot for 10 days. Sympathy demonstrations take place in
Dili, including confrontations between the military and youngsters
outside the Cathedral. In the midst of tear gas and high emotions,
the bishop defuses the confrontations. At the same time, Belo makes
strong statements defending the young people. He is increasingly
seen as "the voice of the voiceless."

1995 -- Religious incidents break out in East Timor with Indonesian
settlers, possibly provoked by military units under control of
President Suharto’s son-in-law, General Prabowo Subianto. Belo
negotiates a truce, urging East Timorese youth to avoid
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confrontations.

1996 -- In October it is announced that Bishop Carlos Filipe
Ximenes Belo has been awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace, together
with Jose Ramos Horta, chief international spokesman of East
Timor’s resistance movement. In their citation the Norwegian Nobel
Committee calls the bishop "the foremost leader of the people of
East Timor." On a visit to East Timor, President Suharto refuses
to congratulate Bishop Belo. While visiting Rome, Pope John Paul II
tells Belo that he hopes that the Nobel "will serve as a shield"
and enable the bishop to help bring about peace in East Timor.

1997 -- Increased military repression in East Timor through much of
the year as the Indonesian army clamps down on pro-independence
jubilation in the wake of the Nobel. Late in year, economic crisis
hits Indonesia, leading to devaluation of currency.

1998 -- Economic crisis in Indonesia intensifies. Student
demonstrations spearhead opposition to the corruption of the
Suharto regime. In May, President Suharto resigns under pressure.
Bishop Belo works to create a peaceful transition in Bast Timor,
where harsh military rule continues, while stressing that most
people in East Timor want a referendum to decide their future.

Belo, who 1is now regarded as a national figure in
Indonesia, is increasingly outspoken. In August condemns military
atrocities against "our Muslim brothers and sisters" in the region
of Ache, where mass graves like those in East Timor were unearthed.
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1981 -- After completing additional studies in Rome, Belo returns

to East Timor in late July after an absence of nearly six years.



1983 -- In May, Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo is named Apostolic
Administrator, the head of East Timor'’s Catholic Church, replacing
the popular Mgr. Martinho da Costa Lopes, who was removed by the
Vatican under Indonesian pressure after condemning atrocities. Soon
after, Belo begins to condemn Indonesian military atrocities
himself.

1984 -- Belo sends letter to Mgr. Lopes, who went into exile in
Portugal, describing grim results of a new Indonesian military
offensive. That July, on receiving the new Indonesian ambassador to
the Holy See, Pope John Paul II calls for observance of human
rights in East Timor.

1988 -- Belo is named bishop.

1989 -- Belo writes to United Nations Secretary General Perez de
Cuellar in February, calling for a democratic referendum. "We are
dying as a nation and as a people," he said; subsequently, his life
is threatened. Pope John Paul II wvisits East Timor in October,
speaks out on human rights. Young people demonstrate for freedom at
the end of the Papal Mass. Dozens are arrested and tortured, scores
take refuge in Bishop Belo’s home.

1991 -- More than 250 East Timorese are killed when troops open
fire on thousands of mourners and demonstrators in the Santa Cruz
cemetery in Dili. Bishop Belo tries to rescue hundreds who have
taken sanctuary in his home.

1992 -- Amidst widespread repression, Belo speaks forcefully
against human rights abuses.

1993 -- Bishop Belo tries to prevent further demonstrations from
taking place in East Timor, at the same time that he steps up his
denunciations of atrocities by the Indonesian military.

1994 -- When President Clinton visits Indonesia in November, 29
young East Timorese scale fence of U.S. Embassy, remaining in the
parking lot for 10 days. Sympathy demonstrations take place in
Dili, including confrontations between the military and youngsters
outside the Cathedral. In the midst of tear gas and high emotions,
the bishop defuses the confrontations. At the same time, Belo makes
strong statements defending the young people. He is increasingly
seen as "the voice of the voiceless."

1995 -- Religious incidents break out in East Timor with Indonesian
settlers, possibly provoked by military units under control of
President Suharto’s son-in-law, General Prabowo Subianto. Belo
negotiates a truce, urging East Timorese youth to avoid

2



confrontations.

1996 -- In October it is announced that Bishop Carlos Filipe
Ximenes Belo has been awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace, together
with Jose Ramos Horta, chief international spokesman of East
Timor'’s resistance movement. In their citation the Norwegian Nobel
Committee calls the bishop "the foremost leader of the people of
East Timor." On a visit to East Timor, President Suharto refuses
to congratulate Bishop Belo. While visiting Rome, Pope John Paul II
tells Belo that he hopes that the Nobel "will serve as a shield"
and enable the bishop to help bring about peace in East Timor.

1997 -- Increased military repression in East Timor through much of
the year as the Indonesian army clamps down on pro-independence
jubilation in the wake of the Nobel. Late in year, economic crisis
hits Indonesia, leading to devaluation of currency.

1998 -- Economic crisis in Indonesia intensifies. Student
demonstrations spearhead opposition to the corruption of the
Suharto regime. In May, President Suharto resigns under pressure.
Bishop Belo works to create a peaceful transition in East Timor,
where harsh military rule continues, while stressing that most
people in East Timor want a referendum to decide their future.

Belo, who is now regarded as a national figure in
Indonesia, is increasingly outspoken. In August condemns military
atrocities against "our Muslim brothers and sisters" in the region
of Ache, where mass graves like those in East Timor were unearthed.
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NEWS BULLETIN: JULY 14, 1998

A number of developments in recent weeks have
caused confusion. First, there was the meeting on June 23, 1998
between President B.J. Habibie and Bishop Carlos Ximenes Belo. In
the immediate aftermath of this meeting in Jakarta, Bishop Belo
praised the Indonesian president. Reached shortly after his return
to Dili, Bishop Belo told Oxford University Indonesia specialist
Peter Carey that he felt quite positive about the encounter. Belo
stressed that he and his fellow bishop, Basilio do Nascimento, had
submitted a letter (the English translation, provided by Bishop
Belo, follows) to Habibie containing about 25 requests, including
withdrawal of Indonesian troops and the freeing of political
prisoners. The two bishops were not taking a position on the status
of the territory, but leaving that to the UN, "the most competent
forum” to reach a solution "that is fair, peaceful and honourable
as well as internationally acceptable."

A key source at the Catholic Commission on Justice and
Peace of the Diocese of Dili noted that Bishop Belo felt that the
reception he received from Habibie was markedly different from the
past. But the crucial factor at work was the fear of the two
bishops, expressed by Belo on numerous occasions since the Santa
Cruz massacre in 1991, that without concrete improvements in East
Timor and a demilitarization of the territory, there could be a
renewal of largescale violence. In Belo’s view, any opportunity to
make such gains must be seized upon as an indispensable step toward
peace, if only a transitional omne.

But events in the days after Bishop Belo returned to
Dili in late June raised questions as to Habibie’s ability to
deliver on promises of a more relaxed situation. Two Timorese were
shot and killed by security forces in separate incidents during the
Troika visit of European Union ambassadors, acts denocunced by
Bishop Belo in strong terms. Some diplomatic observers say these
incidents may have been provoked by Timorese elements under
Indonesian military control, specifically those linked to the
former Special Forces Commander, Major General Prabowo Subianto,
the son-in-law of Suharto.

The next set of developments raised further questions.
East Timor’'s governor and military commander supervised the
distribution of documents presented as United Nations proposals for
a solution to the East Timor problem, calling for autonomy under
Indonesia, not independence. But these documents were not official
UN proposals, only points that had been discussed in talks between
the Indonesians and the Portuguese in their meetings under UN
auspices. The United Nations denounced this misrepresentation of
their position, and Bishop Belo criticized those in East Timor who
had tried to mislead the public.



On the weekend of July 11 and 12 there were reports that
the feared Prabowo had returned to East Timor to lead efforts to
end the growing pro-independence demonstrations that have become a
feature of life since Suharto resigned. (In fact, it was unclear if
this was true.) There also were reports of the distribution of
weapons to pro-integration groups. At the same time, there were
accounts in the Indonesian press of a wass exodus of Indonesian
settlers from East Timor, supposedly under pressure from pro-
independence people: this last report was seen as a possible
pretext for a military crackdown.

At the same time, there were rumours of an assassination
attempt by Timorese vigilante squads created by Indonesian forces
against Bishop Belo in a remote border village around July 12.
Reached in Dili on July 15, Belo said the rumours were false. The
spreading of false reports was reminiscent of the situation in 1975
in the months leading up to the initial Indonesian invasion of East
Timor: at that time, the false reports were designed to present a
picture of chaos to justify military action by Indonesian forces.

What is true at present, Bishop Belo said, is that Dili is
like it was in 1980, full of Indonesian soldiers who have encircled
the city. Troops are entering houses at night, the bishop said, and
every day people are going to churches to take refuge.

A visit by the United Nations special envoy, Jamsheed
Marker, is slated to take place after July 16. Bishop Belo, fearing
violence, would like to see the visit postponed. Diplomatic sources
fear that pro-government elements might provoke a violent incident.

If Habibie and his military allies truly intend to take
action to relax the situation and implement the measures called for
by East Timor’'s bishops in their June 23 letter, there can be no
better time than now. International pressure on Jakarta is vital.
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NEWS ITEM: JULY 20, 1998

As in the previous bulletin, Bishop Belo feared that a visit
to East Timor by the United Nations special envoy, Jamsheed Marker,
might spark demonstrations that could result in violence, and
wanted to see the visit postponed. In the end, the bishop and
Marker arranged for the visit to be switched to the airport at
Baucau, Bast Timor'’'s second largest city. Marker and a colleague
flew there on July 1%, where they met with both of East Timor's
bishops and others local leaders.

Meanwhile, Bishop Belo was in Jakarta from July 16-18, where
he spoke out on the need for a referendum and described the trauma
to which East Timor has been subjected, apparently winning sympathy
from a range of peolitical and religious leaders. He also met with
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas as well as imprisoned resistance leader
Xanana Gusmao, who reportedly agreed that large demonstrations
should be avoided in East Timor at this time.
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NEWS BULLETIN: JULY 14, 1998

A number of developments in recent weeks have
caused confusion. First, there was the meeting on June 23, 1998
between President B.J. Habibie and Bishop Carlos Ximenes Belo. In
the immediate aftermath of this meeting in Jakarta, Bishop Belo
praised the Indonesian president. Reached shortly after his return
to Dili, Bishop Belo told Oxford University Indonesia specialist
Peter Carey that he felt quite positive about the encounter. Belo
stressed that he and his fellow bishop, Basilio do Nascimento, had
submitted a letter (the English translation, provided by Bishop
Belo, follows) to Habibie containing about 25 requests, including
withdrawal of Indonesian troops and the freeing of political
prisoners. The two bishops were not taking a position on the status
of the territory, but leaving that to the UN, "the most competent
forum” to reach a solution "that is fair, peaceful and honourable
as well as internationally acceptable."

A key source at the Catholic Commission on Justice and
Peace of the Diocese of Dili noted that Bishop Belo felt that the
reception he received from Habibie was markedly different from the
past. But the crucial factor at work was the fear of the two
bishops, expressed by Belo on numerous occasions since the Santa
Cruz massacre in 1991, that without concrete improvements in East
Timor and a demllltarlzatlon of the terrltory, there could be a
renewal of largescale violence. In Belo’s view, any opportunity to
make such gains must be seized upon as an indispensable step toward
peace, if only a transitional one.

But events in the days after Bishop Belo returned to
Dili in late June raised questions as to Habibie'’'s ability to
deliver on promises of a more relaxed situation. Two Timorese were
shot and killed by security forces in separate incidents during the
Troika visit of European Union ambassadors, acts denounced by
Bishop Belo in strong terms. Some diplomatic observers say these
incidents may have been provoked by Timorese elements under
Indonesian military control, specifically those linked to the
former Special Forces Commander, Major General Prabowo Subianto,
the son-in-law of Suharto.

The next set of developments raised further questions.

East Timor’'s governor and military commander supervised the
distribution of documents presented as United Nations proposals for
a solution to the East Timor problem, calling for autonomy under
Indonesia, not independence. But these documents were not official
UN proposals, only points that had been discussed in talks between
the Indonesians and the Portuguese in their meetings under UN
auspices. The United Nations denounced this misrepresentation of
their position, and Bishop Belo criticized those in East Timor who
had tried to mislead the public.
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1 July 1998

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING OF OFFICE OF SPOKESMAN FOR SECRETARY-GENERAL

A statement had been put out yesterday on East Timor, said Mr. Brandt.
The statement had generated a number of questions about whether the United
Nations had proposed a solution for the question of East Timor within the
tramework of the tripartite talks under the Secretary-General's auspices.

No proposal had been submitted by the United Nations for the resolution of
that dispute, and any reports of such a proposa! were unfounded. The United
Nations and the Secretary-General remained completely committed to the
continuous facilitation of the dialogue and were looking for a solution.

There was no particular proposal at the moment.
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30 June 1998

SECRETARY-GENERAL CONCERNMED BY ZAST TIMOR VIOLENCE, URGES

RESTRAINT, TOLERANCE AND PEACEFUL DISCOURSE

The following statement was issued today by the Spokesman for Secretary-
General Kofi Annan:

The Secretary-General is concerned by recent violent incidents in East
Timor which have resulted in the death of innocent civilians. While he
welcomes the atmosphere of greater openmess that has created wider
possibilities for a discussion of the future of East Timor, he urges all sides
to exercise maximum restraint and to ensure that such discourse ig carried out

in a peaceful manner, with full respect for basic human rights and tolerance
for differing views.

The Secretary-General calls on the Indonesian authorities, as well as
the political, religious and community leaders in EBast Timor, te exercise
their responsibility and influence in easing tensions and encouraging peaceful
and orderly conduct as people exercise theixr right to free expression.

The Secretary-General remzins closely engaged, personally and through

his Personal Representative for East Timor, Ambassador Jamsheed Marker, in

intensified efforts to find a comprehensive, negotiated settlement of the
question of East Timor.
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INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION NEEDED IN EAST TIMOR.

(New York, 2 July 97) Given the sharp deterioration of human rights in East Timor over
the last month, Human Rights Watch/Asia is calling for a full, public accounting of all
East Timorese arrested since May 29, 1997 and their current whereabouts; immediate
access to those detained throughout the territory; full disclosure of information relating to
the death of East Timorese guerrilla commander David Alex on June 25; and an
independent investigation into all incidents of violence since May 29 by an impartial
hurnan rights body. The wave of arrests was precipitated by a series of guerrilla attacks
on polling stations and military and police posts on the eve of the May 29 parliamentary
elections in Indonesia. The guerrilla organization FALINTIL claimed credit for the
attacks in Dili, Baucau, Ermera and Los Palos, although there have been allegations that
intramititary disputes may have led to military involvement in at least one of the assauits.

“The lack of clarity on events in which more than fifty people have been killed and more
than 150 arrested since the end of May in itself underscores the need for an independent
investigation,” said Sidney Jones, executive director of Human Rights Watch/Asia.
“Neither Indonesian military sources nor the armed opposition has provided reliable
information on the violence, and the government’s ban on foreign journalists traveling
around East Timor further reduces the possibility of an independent assessment. It also
suggests the government has something to hide.” Jones said it remains unclear who was
responsible for the May 31, 1997 attack in Quelicai, Baucau in which sixteen policemen
and one soldier were killed, and the circumstances surrounding David Alex's death
remain murky.

Even though FALINTIL has publicly claimed responsibility for the Quelicai antack in
which soldiers wearing military uniforms lobbed a grenade into the truck carrying over
two dozen soldiers and police, some unconfirmed reports have linked it to a dispute
within the military and retaliation for the death on October 24, 1996 of Juliao Fraga, head
of a counterinsurgency unit called the Saka Forces (Pasukan Saks). More than fifty
people have been arrested in the Baucau area since May 29, with many held for
questioning and then released. Some two dozen are believed to have been formally
charged, and the arrests werc said to be continuing.
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Baucau was also the site of the killing under mysterious circumstances of David Alex, a man in his late
forties who was the deputy chicf of staff of the East Timorese guerrilla forces. His nom de guerre was
Dai Tula. Alex was reportedly arrested in the village of Caibada, near Baucau, together with Jose
Antonio Belo, a former political prisoner and student activist; Manuel, also known as Loke Matan;
Guilherme dos Santos, known as Gil; and one other person. Alex was accused of being behind the
attacks in late May in Baucau, and indeed, a report from the resistance dated June 3 claimed that forces
under his command were responsible for the burning of polling stations on May 29 in the Laga, Ossu,
Baguia, and Baucau, all in Baucau district, and in Viqueque district.

Several different accounts of the death have emerged: sources close to the opposition say the men were
captured by an Indonesian military patrol as they were going into a village to seek medicine for Alex,
who was ill. The soldiers shot Alex twice in the leg, but the injuries were not serious, according to these
sources, who concluded he must have been killed in the hospital in Dili. (The five others captured with
him were reportedly put in a military vehicle and driven to Baucau, where they were later reported to
have been seen in cells run by Kopassus, the army special forces.) Reuters quoted the new military
commander of East Timor, Col. Slamet Sidabutar, as saying Alex was shot in the leg in an armed clash
between soldiers and guerrillas and died while he was receiving a blood transfusion. He said the army
had no reason for wanting him dead because he could have supplied valuable information about the
resistance. Agence France Presse quoted another military source as saying he died of gunshot wounds in
a military helicopter en route to a hospital in Dili from Baucau. When asked why Alex was flown to Dili
rather than being treated in Baucau, Indonesian army sources said the facilities in Baucau were
inadequate for treatment of injuries as severe as Alex's. The military reported he was buried in Dili on
Thursday, June 26 in a ceremony attended by family members, but relatives in the capital said they had
never been told of the funeral. The body was not made available for autopsy before burial and as of July
1, there had been no access by outsiders to the five men arrested at the same time.

After some initial doubts about who carried out the May 28 attack on the house of a teacher named
Castelo, in the village of Irara, Los Palos, in which seven civilians were killed, the guerrilla forces under
the National Council of Maubere Resistance (CNRM) publicly took responsibility on June 27. Killed in
the attack were Castelo himself, aged forty-two, an elementary school teacher; three of his children;
another teacher named Gregorius Kedang, aged thirty, from the province of Nusa Tenggara Timur; and
Gregorius’s wife and adopted son. Three other teachers were wounded in the attack, including Agus
Berek, forty-one, also from Nusa Tenggara Timur; John Minesa from Irian Jaya; and Hengky from
Menado. While the government immediately blamed the killings on “GPK"(the initials for “security
disturbers,” the official euphemism for guerrillas), sources close to the guerrillas initially claimed that
the army must have been responsible for the killings because Castelo himself had once been suspected of
being part of the clandestine network. It then transpired that Castelo was known locally as a “nafa-nafa,”
someone who had surrendered to Indonesian forces and who had then gone back on their behalf to
infiltrate the resistance, In their June 27 statement, CNRM alleged that Castelo had been working for
Indonesian intelligence. Human Rights Watch/Asia, in a press release of June 4, condemned the attacks
on civilians as a clear violation of humanitarian law.

Given the current situation, Human Rights Watch/Asia reiterates its call on all parties to the conflict in
East Timor to observe international human rights and humanitarian law standards. It calls on the
Indonesian government to allow immediate access to all those detained, in accordance with the
Indonesian Criminal Procedure Code; to allow an independent investigation into the death of David
Alex, to include an autopsy, in order to address concerns that he may have died an unnatural death; to
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lift the ban on journalists; and to allow access to East Timor by human rights monitors as recommended
by the U.N. Human Rights Commission ina resolution passed carlier this year.

Human Rights Watch/Asia also called for an independent investigation into the October 24, 1996 death
of Sgt. Juliao Fraga, given conflicting reports about whether he was killed by guerrilla forces or by
elements within the military. The Indonesian National Human Rights Commission sent a team to East
Timor in mid-November to investigate the shooting of Fraga, who in addition to commanding the 300-
strong Saka Forces was also acting subdistrict commander of Baguia, Baucau. Commission members
said they had received reports that Fraga had not been killed by guerrillas as the military had claimed,
but their findings were not publicized. Nine young men from the Baucau area were arrested and
detained in late October and early November in connection with the Fraga death, and it was not known
as of June 1997 how many remained in detention. There has been speculation in East Timor that the
killing of two election officials in Baguia on May 27, a police sergeant, Abdullah Syukur and an army
sergeant, Sitepu, were also linked to the Fraga death, but Human Rights Watch/Asia has no independent
verification of this.

Human Rights Watch/Asia

Human Rights Watch is a nongovernmental organization established in 1978 to monitor and promote the observance of
internationally recognized human rights in Africa, the Americas, Asia, the Middle East and among the signatories of the
Helsinki accords. Kenneth Roth is the executive director; Cynthia Brown is the program director. Robert L. Bernstein is the
chair of the board and Adrian W. DeWind is vice chair. lis Asia division was established in 1985 to monitor and promote the
observance of internationally recognized human rights in Asia. Sidney Jones is the executive director; Mike Jendrzejezyk is
the Washington director; Robin Munro is the Hong Kong director; Patricia Gossman is senior researcher; Jeannine Guthrie is
NGO Liaison; Zunetta Liddell and Paul Stusher are research associates; Paul Lall and Olga Nousias arc associates; Mickey
Spiegel is a research consultant, Andrew J. Nathan is chair of the advisory committee and Orville Schell is vice chair.

Web Site Address: http://www.hrw.org Gopher Address: gopher://gopher humanrights.org:5000/1 1/inthrw
Listserv address: To subscribe to the list, send an e-mail message to majordaso@igc.apc.org with “subscribe hrw-news” in
the body of the message (leave the subject line blank).
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From tapol@gn.apc.org Mon Aug 4 05:34:04 1997
Return-Path: <tapol@gn.apc.org>
Received: from mail.gn.apc.oryg {(gnd.gn.apc.org (194.202.158.47])
by igcb.igc.org (8.8.5/8.8.5) with ESMTP id FAAD05473
for <askohen@igc.apc.org>; Mon, 4 Aug 1997 05:33:41 -0700
{PDT)
Received: from gn.apc.org.gn.apc.org by mail.gn.apc.org
(8.8.6/Revision: 2.06 03 December 1986)
id MAA15388; Mon, 4 Aug 1997 12:41:29 GMT
Message-Id: <199708041241.MAA15388@mail.gn.apc.orgs>
X-Sender: tapolegn.apc.org (Unverified)
X-Mailer: Windows Eudora Version 1.4.4
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
Date: Mon, 04 Aug 1997 13:34:53 +0000
To: askohene@igc.apc.org
From: tapolegn.apc.org {Tapol)
Subject: any light on the muddle about M’'s letter
Status: RO

Dear Arnie,

You probably haven’t heard the latest, perhaps having just got up.
Jakarta

now says that NM's letter to Suharto asking for XG’s release was
mistakenly

sent to the Portuguese mebassy, instead of the Indonesian embassy,
that the

Portuguese deliberately failed to pass it on and leaked it to the
press.

That, as a result, the Portuguese ambassador has been ordered to
leave.

My contact at the P embassy here told me the ambassador there is
due to
leave on 19 August to take up a new post in Brussels.

Now, reports filed from Cape Town say that according to ‘govt
sources’, the

ambassador has been ordered to leave - or has already left, having
been

given 48 hours notice. Neither the South African government nor the
Portuguese govt is confirming anything.

Horta just told me that the P ambassador in Capoe Town has left on
vacation

and is about to be tranferred to Brussels. But until I phoned him
just now,

he knew nothing about these extraordinary developments.

Did the S Africa people do a cock-up? If so, Jakarta is making
mincemeat of
this, to scupper the Mandela initiative.



I've passed the stuff on to Steve, as requested. I‘ll see him
tomorrow.

I'm at a loss to know what to post on the conferences, the whole

thing is so
bizarre. If so, it’s just as well Belo was a bit laid back.

Carmel



From askohen Mon Aug ¢ 06:41:33 1897
Return-Path: <askohen:
Received: (from askohen)
by igcé.igc.org (8.8.5/8.8.5) id GAA21263;
Mon, 4 Aug 1997 06:41:32 -0700 (PDT)
Date: Mon, 4 Aug 1997 06:41:32 -0700 (PDT)
Message-Id: <199708041341.GAA21263@igc6.igc.org>
From: "Arnold S. Kohen" <askohen@igc.apc.orgs
To: tapol@gn.apc.org
Subject: for Carmel
Cec: askoheneigc.org
Status: R

Dear Carmel,

Yes, it is bizarre, and I were in your shoes I
would
avoid posting anything until there is some clarity, i.e. a public
statement by the South Africans or Portuguese.

Only last night I sent a note to Steve reflecting
on
Belo’s situation. It would have had enormous implications in terms
of
building up local hopes in East Timor had he immediately jumped on
a
plane for South Africa when all of this was first suggested. If
Belo
had the feeling that it was
clearly an initiative with a strong likelihood of bringing
concrete results, I am certain he would have jumped at it. Without
clear indications of that, I am certain it was his instinct to wait
and see.
If things now are messed up because of the newly reported
development,
that lends weight to his initial reluctance, as you pointed out.

It's good to be in touch again. Let’s do it
more
often.

I hope you're well.

Arnie
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[* —---—m-—-- "ABC: Bishop Belo/Mandela" --~------- */
Source: Radio Australia

[ABC International News]

EAST TIMOR BISHOP REJECTS INVITATION FROM SOUTH AFRICA’S
PRESIDENT.
Sunday 27 July, 1997 (10:46am AEST)

East Timor‘s Bishop Belo says he is declining an
invitation to South Africa to meet President
Nelson Mandela.

He says he has a lot of work to do in his dioscese
and such a journey would be a waste of time.

Bishop Belo says that if President Mandela wants
to talk about the politics of East Timor then he
should talk to the Indonesian generals.

However, he did make some concessions to the
President’s interest in finding a settlement for
the problem saying his recent meeting with jailed
East Timor independence leader Xanana Gusmao
during a visit to Indonesia was a positive event.

Mr Mandela held talks in Pretoria on Friday with
East Timor activist Jose Ramos Horta, who shared
last year'’'s peace prize with Bishop Belo, as part
of a new initiative by U-N Secretary-general Kofi
Annan to resolve the East Timor situation.

- 1996 Australian Broadcasting Corporation
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January 2, 1998
Catherine Scott
Asia Policy Officer
CIIR
London FAX: 441-71-359 0017

Dear Catherine,

Apologies, first off, for not having responded to your faxed letter of 3 November (although
Amold and I have spoken about it and he, I believe, has spoken with you). Greetings, secondly,
for the New Year, with all hopes that it will be one of much peace for you and some progess for
the people of East Timor in their quest for justice and freedom.

Now, as to U.S. representation on the CCET, I would of course be delighted to play a somewhat
more active role with the Coalition, if that were really feasible, BUT, at the moment at least, it
simply is not. Since I alone (and I don’t mean me and my assistant/intern/secretary--1 mean I
alone) handle all the USCC business on Latin America and the Caribbean AND on East and
South Asia (thank God there is someone else who follows “West Asia"--¢ssentially Iraq and the
Middle East), my ability to do more than write the occasional letter/statement on East Timor is
severely limited. Without Arnold, I couldn’t do even the limited amount I do.

And, for us at this time, Amold (“USCC consultant on East Timor") has been and continues to be
our principal vehicle for outreach and representation. Few if any others have the same relation
with Bishop Belo that he does and, for us as an episcopal conference, that counts for a great deal.
1 would be content to continue regarding his participation in the CCET meetings as representing
USCC. However, ifit is important that you have someone directly associated with the churches
in the US, it may be best that Tankersly or someone else from NCC fill that slot.

I would of course treasure the opportunity of popping over to meet with y’all when next you do
meet--"almost certainly this coming January”?--but (truth in packaging) my ability to deliver is
limited indeed. You may by now have settled the matter (see apologies supra) and I hope all goes
well with you and all my friends at CIIR, from lan all the way up to the top!

Um abraco,

e

Thomas E. Quigley
Policy Adviser
East Asian Affairs

Seoretariat Domestic Soclal Development Intecnatlonal Justice & Feace Environmental Justoe Diocesan Relations
{202)541-3160 (202) 541-3185 (202)541-3199 (202) 541-3160 (202) 641-3195



DRAFT TQ PRESIDENT CLINTON
Dear Mr. President,

As you know, for many years there has been
increasing concern in the United States House of Representatives
over the tragic plight of the former Portuguese colony of East
Timor, which was invaded by Indonesia in 1975. It is an unfortunate
fact that the invasion was carried out with American weaponry and
diplomatic support. As many as 200,000 people, or a third of the
population, have perished from the combined effects of the
Indonesian occupation. At this crucial juncture in Indonesian
history, it is wvital that the United States take a strong position
on behalf of East Timor.

We believe that the new Indonesian government
should enter into a serious dialogue with the people of East Timor,
including Bishop Carlos Felipe Ximenes Belo, who received a Nobel
Peace Prize in 1996. Bishop Belo has long stated that in order to
minimize human rights abuses, there should be an immediate and
genuine reduction in the Indonesian military presence in East Timor
as well as the granting of freedom of speech and assembly. In its
diplomatic exchanges with the Indonesian government, the United
States should support these measures, as well as the release of all
political prisoners and an end to all human rights abuses. The
United States should also contribute toward the bolstering of food
and medical supplies in East Timor during this uncertain period,
which would help avert further harm to a territory marpked by

catastrophic war-induced famine from 1978-80.
AS Mz-éw?
Finally, but most impdiiéi}ly for the future of this

beleaguered territory, there is a gre historical opportunity to;ﬁz%
achieve a longterm political settlementN\on East Timor in the Wakefzklaf
of the resignation of President Suharto. The United States should

work with its allies to make it clearto—liaasta that a speedy
resolution to the problem through the od offices of the United
Nations, based on the freely expressed #ishes of the people of East
Timor through democratic electiéns under United Nations
supervision, would be to the benz;} of all. {
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DRAFT TO PRESIDENT HABIBIE

The Honorable Bacharuddin Jusuf Habibie
President of the Republic of Indonesia

Dear Mr. President,

As you know, for many years there has been
increasing concern in the United States House of Representatives

over the tragic plight of East Timor Qe
m’”é"’m 5/ Joua Comm- 2 e
V%LQ ;Zﬂﬁefﬂﬁ Fy eé%gigeve that "the new Tndénegian government

nter int serious dialogue with the people of East Timor,
including Bishop Carlos Felipe Ximenes Belo. Bishop Belo has long
stated that in order to minimize human rights abuses, there should
be an immediate and genuine reduction in the Indonesian military
presence in East Timor as well as the granting of freedom of speech
and assembly. We believe that such measures should be carried out,
as well as the release of all political prisoners an&qaaaené=¢x:=>

Finally, but most importantly, there is a great
historical opportunity to achieve a just political settlement on
Bast Timor. A speedy resolution to the East Timor problem through
the good offices of the United Nations, based on the freely
expressed wishes of the people of East Timor, would be to the
benefit of all. Such a solution would be in the longterm interests
of Indonesia’s relations with the world community.

o



happened. At the same time, the Bush Administration immediately
came under strong bipartisan Congressional pressure, led by Hall,
Wallop and Republican Rep. Frank Wolf of Virginia, to make
diplomatic representations to Indonesia to stop the killing that
continued in the weeks after the Santa Cruz massacre. According to
church sources within East Timor, these actions had some impact.
(Bush himself later expressed sympathy for the plight of the East
Timorese.) And within months of Rep. Hall’s conversation with
Fascell, whose staff remembered well their exchange with Dom
Martinho, the House of Representatives voted to cut off United
States military training to the Indonesian Armed Forces. The Senate
followed suit. The terms of debate had shifted, at least to some
extent, because of the horror that was Santa Cruz.

Until the mid-1980s, Lisbon did little about
the problem on an international level, despite occasional
rhetorical flourishes. Foreign Ministry sources say that the
situation began to change in 1985, when Mario Soares, then the
Prime Minister, met Carlos Ximenes Belo at a luncheon at the
residence of the Papal Nuncio in Lisbon. Soares, who was elected to
the first of two terms as President of the Portuguese Republic in
early 1986, was said
to have been extremely impressed with the young Timorese prelate.
and convinced by this experience that his previous impressions of
the East Timor issue were mistaken.

Belo’s meeting with Soares could not have come at
a better time. Only the year before, the Portuguese
Foreign Ministry prepared a draft paper calling for recognition of
the Indonesian claim to East Timor in return for some minor
concessions. A 1984 transcript of an internal discussion between
Soares and his advisors indicates the poor level of information
with which the highest levels of the Portuguese government had been
working, not to mention the low level of commitment to achieving a
longterm solution in line with the East Timorese right to self-
determination. It was only the firmness of the Portuguese Council
of State, which had veto power over such initiatives (Portugal’s
1976 Constitution stipulated that Portugal had an obligation to
achieve self determination £for East Timor) that prevented the
Foreign Ministry’s proposal from going through.

Portuguese policy changed dramatically after Santa Cruz.
While the footage taken by Max Stahl had an appreciable impact in
the U.S., direct historical links with East Timor were minimal,
despite America’s responsibility for military aid and diplomatic
support for Indonesia. But no country in the world had a stronger
human connection with East Timor than Portugal. The sight of East
Timorese praying in Portuguese and cowering in terror in a cemetery

14



05/20/98

Por favor
entregar ao Senhor Armold Kohen 2 Paginas

Fax 011-351-1.396 6472

Arnie,

Hope you had a good trip to Evora... Attached is a little news item from today's NYT.

Maya says the documents are in folders just when you enter the apartment there are some
shelves and supposedly, this is where they are.

The carnera is upstairs. There are chests with drawers and it is in the far back corner of one of
the drawers.

I'm about to go to the airport to pick up Pepa.

Have been nurturing your tomatoe plants in your absence. Missing you.

Until Sunday... let me know when you arrive, I could come pick you up.

Give my best to the Bishop.

Korinna
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FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION

From: Benjamim Corte-Real
Univ Timor Timur

Dili - East Timor

Fax: 62-390-24337

TO : Mr. Amold Xchen

7324 Baltimore Avenue
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912
Fax: 1-301-585-3288

Dear Mr. Kohen,

Enclosed is a map of the orographic stretch of Mount Hoh Mai
Nam Tu (fat Mai Lead), by Mr. Joao Nunes. Please compare the text,
also by Mr. Joao Nunes, that I sent you earlier on, with the map: all the
names of the mountains are cited in the text, in couples. The name
“Ramelau” that appears in most documents so far is actually the Tetun
version of its Mambae equivalent “Raem Lau” ( the tip of the arrow) to
indicate the configuration of the peakness of a mount which is not the
highest in the territory, hence, not meaning particularly a supremacy in
height. This only belongs to Hoh Mai Nam Tu (old mount the big
thing) or Tar Mui Lau (the peak of the eldest man) around which the
legends have developed.

The discrepancy lies in that outsiders point to a wrong name
when referring to the highest mountain in the territory, while insiders
know their orographic surroundings deictically unmistakenly.

Raem Lau became more widely Jmown and reforred to because it
appeared frequently in the reports by missionaries who, tavelling or
going in procession after the statute of the Virgin Mary from Atsabe to

Ainaro, went through Ragm Lay, This lent the audience the thanght
that it was ‘the highest’, instead of ‘the proximity of the highest’

mountain that was being travelled through.

Mr. joao Nunes already discussed this discrepancy in an article written
in Tetun and published in the local Church bulkttin - a Seara - of a few
months ago. [ wonder if you’re interested in having a copy of it? Hope
to hear from you.
Dili, 13-May-98
My best regards, ;7
) Keal
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Example (from Mr. Joac Nunes' notes)

Soloc recital

(1)

Lel-ble teul, (Three shining stars)

Rae-tama pat, (Four land marks) (check with above)
Hoh-bote teul, (Three big mountains)

Rae-beou pat, (Three small mountains)

au troub nei es-nipa, (I am trapped amidst thorns)

Au kol uei leil wata, (I am fallon into a rope amhush)
Ts-nipa linviairuvs, (Ceven thorncg)

Tail-mata limnairua (Seven rope traps)

Hoho-ubu, rae-ubu, (Patrons of Mountains and of the land)
suru-lau, Kak-knua (Names of mountains — nm)

Ablai, Kai-Kasa (nm)

Berlaka, Taul-teul, (nm)

Liuha-lau, Kou-hati (am)

Sirbiu, Maun-mera, (nm)

Ble-Hiut, Ble-Leol (nm)
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Tun-Assu, Maun-Lor (nm)
Hoho-Mai, Nam-Tu (nm)

Pur-luli, Lau-Met (nm)
Berbei oh Raem-lau (nm)

Nei-lau Mau=Ul=-lau (lun)

La nahai kidia, (Today right here)

La lelo kidla (un Lhls day)

Au tuk la im, (I regquest you)

Au kbin la im, (I beg you)

Du nei au ulu-tutu, (Come down on top of my head)
Sae nei au oe-lau, (Rise up to my feet)

Ne blere ma (Provide me with the sharp)

Au ol, (I hold on my shoulders)

Ne hatsi ma (Give me the cutting edge)

Au sid, (I'll slide under my belt)

Muin nei au ahe, (Forestep me)

Au ahe pun benu, (To crowden my forestep)

tud nel au holw, (Follouw we)

Au hoho pun hogo, (To thicken my backstep)

AU oe oid lehe, (To lighten my legs)

Bu lima oid blab, (To flex my arms)

Au oid fo haut-laun, (So I can burst the rocks)

Au oid sae rae-boun, (So I can reach out the mountains)
Rae-bou pedu pe naru, (Mountains however high)
Rae-bou rema, (Will be dashed flat)

Haut-gua pedu pe lori, (Rocks however thick)
Haut-gua apo (/kafo), (Will be cracked)

Au toi man muz, (I burst him 1ike A hanana-rregsl

Au baus man teuha, (I crashed him like a sugar-cane)
Au sui ni gluta, (I sweep his brain out)

Au sir ni lama, (I tear his tongue off)

0id buis auv manu-hulu, (To decorale my Ffeather-crown)

Oid loel au Lad-bau, (50 to loose off my 'tadbau’ foot woar)
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7. Text Seven: a. Rationale of Selection —— —_—

The text below is another melndic type of wlif, performed by Mr. Jeao Nunes,
using the Mambae typical of the area of Nun(u)-Mog(e), known as Lekteti Dadia, and
Hat(u)-Builiku, also known as "Ble hiut, Ble leul". Mr. Nunes belongs to Lekteti Dadia
Gion lis watciual e, 16 Ma=Tas (Kul-Udu) Lo his fathe’s side, to Dubd Lae Tua by

adoption by his uncle Ananias, a heir of the lineage of Bukar,

Of all invocations, this is the most generic as it gengraphically includes the whale
kingdom. It appeals to all the mountains contouring the territorial sovereignty of Suru-
Ainaro; its textual composition contracts the people's animist belief and their territorial

hegemony.

The Surunese depart for the battletield fully conitdent ot their immunity as a result
of the protection of the spirftual patrons of the land, and of the souls of their ancestors.

From there derive their eagemess to fight, their determination and conviction of victory
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over the enemy.




FROM : GU UNTIM PJ PHOME NO. : 83598 24337 May. B9 1958 @1:24PM P7

77

/0

133

Following the naming of the most sacral entities in his creed Je/ ble ten! and rae
lama pat, the text describes the state of suffering the warrior finds himself in, his cry in
desperation for being trapped and unable to free himself, He then continues to appeal to
the other lower rank spiritual patrons of the land by calling on the mountains surrounding
the territory for help, protcction and for provision of power, courage and means 1o face

the risks and c¢rack them down once and for all.

The courage of the Surunese is often derived from their mythical view of the

world, rather than from logical account of their rcal and physical capabilities. This oltcn

results in phenomenal events, inexplicable by human logics®.

The performance consists of raising the right hand pointing to the heights,
signalling the altitude of the dwelling of the spirits, and showing the respect and devotion
that they deserve. Tha malndy is one af interchange between s Tughmlone i vue Le and «
low-tone in the next, repeated throughout the text. It resembles a cry calling out for help -
the target being the spirits of the land. Mr. Joao Nunes recites the belligerent nifk of Suru-

Ainaro:

J Among the way v ous would suvvuster sluries of the se-calied mer (milet-pronf) as a msult of
the protoction they get from u token of immunity - bir; also, stories of mar-hel, literally, ‘to
deviate the eyes’ of the enemny, which would presumably allow 1he warrior to escape any altack
from the enemy.
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" b. Thematic Moves - Jdeological Thematic Realisation

Lel ble teul, {Three shining stars)

Rae tama pat, (Four land marks) (check with above)
Hoh bote teul, (Three big mountains)

Rae bou pat, (Three small mountains)

—~>  Spiritual patronage of the kingdom

Au troub nei es nipa, (7 am trapped amidst thorns)

Au koi nei tail mata, (7 have fallen into a rope ambush)
Et nipa limnairua, (Soven thorns)

Tail mata limnalrus (Severn rape rraps)

—>  Difficulties as test of stoicism

Hoh-uby’, (Patrons of mountains)
Rae-ubu, (and of the land)

Surlan-Kakwia (Names of monniains - nm)
Ablai-Kaikasa (nm)

Berlaka - Taul teul, (jvn)

Liuhlau-Kouhati (rmm)

Sirbiu-Maunmer, (nm)

Ble hiut - Ble leol (rm1)

Tun Ass - Maun lor (nm)

Hoh Mai - Nam Tu (m)

Purluli-Laumet (nm)

7 —  The territory of Sura-Aiparo is almost cumnpletely ancircled by mountains, each of which bas a
gpecial name reposenting the post of setf-defence of the dwellers; the ordcr of mention above 15
finm Semfbeast tn East. Norrh, Northwest, to Waxt. It ic an open door facing the South ooaut,
towards Australian Northen Tegritory. Mr. francisco do Rosario mentions in his gase the ses-
borders between Surn and Acestralia (Appendix ).
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Berbet o Raemlau (mm)
Keilau Maulau (Mau-Ul-Lau) (rm)

—>  Mountains as spiritual patrons of the Jand

La nahai kidia, (Today right here)

La lelo kidia (On this day)

Au tuk la im, (7 request you)

Au khin la im_ (T heg yoni}

Du nei au ulu tutu, (Land on my head)
Sae nei au oe lau, (Climb atop my feet)
Ne blere ma (Provide me with the sharp)
Au ol, (7 hold on ny shoulders)

Ne hatsi ma (Give me the cuiting edge)
Au sid, (7'l slide under my belt)

Muin nei au ahe, (Forestep me)

Au ahe pun benu, (To crowd-up my forestep)
Dud nei an hoho, (Follow me)

Au hoho pun hogo, (7o thicken my back)
Au oe oid lehe, (To lighten ny legs)

Au lima oid blab, (7o flex my arms)

->  Bravery and belligerence as resources of stoicism

Au oid fo haut laun, (Se I can crack down the rocks)

Au oid sae rae boun, (Se I can reach out the mountains)
Rae bou pedu pe naru, (Mountains however high)

Rae bou rema, (Will be dashed flat)

Haut gua pedu pe lori, (Rocky-caves however thick)
Haut gua apo, (Will be cracked)

Au toi man mua, (7 burst him like a banana-tree)

Au baus man teuha, (f crashed him like a sugar-cane)
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Al S ni ginta, (T sweep his brain our)
Au sir ni lama, (/ tear his tongue off)
—>  Belligerence and triumphalism

Oid buis au manu hulu, (To decorate my feather-crown)

Oid loeh au tadbau, (4nd to untie my ‘tadbau’ (foot wear))

Oid sre ; (To honour)

Lel ble teul, (The three shinning stars)

Rae luma pat. (4nd the four land marks)

->  The land and its spiritual patrons as the ultimate rcasons for the struggle

¢. Synopsis: Metaphysical patronage as the guiding force of the social order, assisting
the people's stoieism, belligerance, triumphalisiv, aind suvereiguly ol then

own kingdom
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Facsimile Transmission

Att.: Mr Arnold Kohen
(from Geoffrey Hull, 23 April 1998; 1 page)

Dear Arnold,

Thanks for your fax. I'm glad that the information I've sent has been useful, and
thanks for contacting Chomsky on my behalf.

I wouldn't worry about the Catholic organization representative. I'm too cynical a
perscn to think much of these high-flying professional moralists who are in fact no less
political in their mentality and bureaucratical in their ways than the ‘bad guys' they
oppose with the presumed odour of Christian sanctity and, of course, maximum publicity
from the international media. (Have you noticed how many of these types are remarkable
for their humourlessness?) More qualified to tell you things about the Timorese are those
who have devoted their lives to work among them and help them on their own terms, and
who are practically always media-shy.

I'think you've got it perfectly right about the political mativations of the East Timorese
élite. They stuck to the Portuguese (and became integral members of the Lusophone
world) precisely because the Portuguese provided the best deal: laissez-faire. The
Timorese, being highly conservative and mostly inward-looking, just want to be left
alone. I'm amazed how impervious they are to ideas and customs not consonant with
their own culture. That’s why I'm sceptical about the ‘Portuguese colonial domination'
argument. The Timorese were always the hardest people in the Empire to govern; it was
the only colony of Portugal where a native dialect (Tetum) and not some form of
Portuguese emerged as the lingua franca, used by Europeans as well as indigenes.

A harsh environment has made the East Timorese a tough, stubborn people. The
Timorese chose to become Portuguese, nat the other way round. (Similarly they chose to
become Catholic in the late 1970s; they certainly didn’t have the religion imposed on them
given the Pancasila smergasbord of options, and the alacrity with which they have taken
10 it shows that it serves their socio-political ends as much as their spiritual needs).The
historical feudalism due to the polyethnicity of the island has made the East Timorese
politically a very astute people, good at shopping around for deals and making alliances,
and masters in passive and active resistance. You can sell them a thing only if they really
want to buy it, for their own reasons. My own dealings with individuals and groups have
confirmed this image. They've also shown me that the way to ‘sell’ something to the

Jimorese is to treat them with respect; a little bit of old-fashioned courtesy and humility
g0 a very long way in East Timor; first-world style familiarity and brashness will make
them diffident and secretive (though they will remain superficially charming to the
offenders). This is a lesson some of my more idiotic compatriots (especially the feral
species of nun) mulishly refuse to learn, then they marvel that the Timorese are so elusive
and hard to deal with.

As you know, theTimorese responsible for the colonial and ecclesiastical domination
and Dom Boaventura—national hero myths were a group of students who were sent to
Lourengo Marques (Maputo) in Mozambique to study at the university in the early 70s
and imbibed all the Marxist anti-colonialist rhetoric which they applied willy-niily (and,
like all theory-crazed idealists, mostly incorrectly) to the unique situation at home. It’s
time to demythologize East Timor!

Good luck with the writing,



Subject: Amien Rais acepts referendum in East Timor

May 13, 1998

The leader of the second major Muslim organization of Indonesia,
Mr. Amien Rais, told that he his "sure that the right of Bast Timor
Lo self-determination should be respected in the true sense of the
word." Mr. Amien Rais was giving a intewiew to "Diario de Notcias",
one of the most important newspapers published in Lisbon, Portugal.
The inteview, two pages long , was published last Sunday, 10th May,
in Lisbon.

"If after two or three years, my sisters and brohers of Timor still
insist in having a state, they could efectuate a referendum under
the supervision of the United Nations", said Mr. Rais invicted by
the journalist Fernando Sousa to explain is thought about the
delicate subject of East Timor. When the journalist asked him if
that period of two or three years should be counted after the
change of power in Jakarta, Mr. Rais simply answered "yes". Mr.
Rays also told the journalist that he will do a great effort to
persuade the people of East Timor to remain under the indonesian
flag, But, if after that period of time the people of East Timor
still wants to follow his own way, he will

let them go. "If a majority wanted to separate from Indonedia,
having his own country, this sould be respected", said Mr. Rais.

Mr. Rais shows willingness to have talks with the Bishop Ximenes
Belo.

Talking about the situation in Indonesia, Mr. Amien Rais said that
it was very critical. According to his point of view, the satement
of Suharto telling that reformes will come only in 2003 is
ridiculous. "His removing by the people is a matter of time". In
spite of his preference by a peaceful process of change, Mr. Rais
didn’t not eexclude a revolution with popular suport as a possible
way to achieve political changes in Indonesia.
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May 13, 1998

Amien Rais, Indonesia’s leading opposition figure and head of the
26-million strong Muhammadyah, said on Portuguese Radio this
morning, Wednesday, that he supports the holding of a referendum in
East Timor. He said that all sides should undertake to accept the
results, whatever they are.

He also told Portuguese radio that he was ready to take on the
mantle of the Indonesian presidency in the current crisis in
Indonesia.

His interview followed an interview the previous day with
Australian radio {(or television) during which he also expressed
support for the holding of a

referendum, under UN auspices, in East Timor.



Arnold S. Kohen

7324 Baltimore Avenue
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912
Phone: 301-585-3229

FAX: 301-585-3288

JuLy 4, 1998

For

MR. MANUEL ABRANTES

DEAR MANUEL
—I_ Hops du AR

WeLL, Wourp Yoy LIkE To
HAVE DINNER WITH MYSELF

AND  KORINNA OVER THE NexT
DAYS 7 CALL ME AT THE Nunpsg,

ABIVE ReST wSiSHES

Agrocp
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From steve_a

From: "Steve Alston" <steve_alstone@hotmail.com>
To: askohene@igc.apc.org

Content-Type: text/plain

Date: Sun, 12 Jul 1998 05:37:32 PDT

Status: R

. I thought it important to pass this on to you from the
Student Council in UN TIM. Paticularly they ask for info on UN
Sponsored Referendum. I wondered if you could get abything from UN
sources (or others) and send back with Manuel??

( FROM UN TIiIM:

"We are discussing about Referendum now in ETSSC. But it
is wvery hard to find references. I heard UN had held a 1lot
referendums. Can you help find a reference related to it for us?
Especially about the how they hold a referendum, necessities (how
much funds and were there UN peace keeping force),
the impacts after referendum, etc. We would like to design a
referendum process in order to present to the people and the
opposite. That is why these things are very important.

Everyone speaks about creating Transitional Government. It 1is
important that this transitional government should be created by
the people through an election process.

L/E want to discuss this more with everyone.

Best Wishes,

Nito
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Facsimile Transmission
Att.: Mr Arnold Kohen
(from Geoffrey Hull, 21 April 1998; 2 pages)

Dear Amnold,

I’ve written a couple of paragraphs containing ethnic vignettes for your Jast
chapter. I can't come up with anything better than what follows without
exaggeration: the truth is that differences between the different groups are
(language apart) minimal. If you like it feel free to use all or all part of it without
acknowledgement.

I'll post you today from the University two copies of my funding application. If
you could pass on one to Professor Chomsky with a strong recommendation I'd
be most grateful.

Best wishes,

FHhy
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For the attcation of Tam Quigley,

US Catholic Conference., DSDWP, OPPJ,
3211 Fourth St, NE

Washiagion DC 20017-1194 USA

" (Fax.00 1 202 541 3339)

Dear Tom Quigley.
Iama?uish?riﬁllnthekcmmoflmds,m
1 have been studying pm-timeauheUnivcrsity Leeds for highcr degrees in Theology, an MA achicved in 1995,

The subject of mry work has been the response of the Church 1o {hc Indonesian invasion and occupation of East
Timor which I have twice visited. During, the last two years [ have undertaken research trips for my PhD to
Indonesia (and West Papaa), Portugal and Asstralla, This September | want to pursue this research in the United
Sta::s.lnnlmeUKAugust?jm,wmnmbyoaoher Ist.

1 want to meet with Church personnsl who are ongaged in this issue - bishops, priests, religious, lgity - and come to
an cnhanced appreciation of the various kinds of efforts (bat will be being undertaken on behalf of the Timorese
people and to achicve 3 just and lasting settlement of th tragic and long-lasting conflict of inlcrests over the
TCITItoTY.

1 am secking further information as to whom I could usefully and conveniently meet to discuss this malter.

T will also need to avail of whatever hospitality can be affered mc as I zm not being funded for this work and. as
you will know, our income as parachial clergy is not greal.

Iam 'ml'nrnmdbysec\lluNGOagmdcswilh whom [ 2m in contact that I should uy to vigit New York,
Washington, and San Francisco. I am 10]d thai therc is also interesting work being undertaken in other locations
guch as Boston., Detroit, Austin and Chicage where the Bishops have been particularly sappoctive of this cause.

I would be gratefisl for your advice in this matter, and for any further contacts you could suggest both for imcrvicw
and agconmmodation PUrposss.

1 realise thot we approach a particularly busy time in the Church's year, but T would be grateful for assistance at
your carlicst convenienca so that I can bepin to fimn up a practical achoduie.

With every good wish,
(Fr.) Pat Smythe, (@f, ;f k

PS. 1 attemptod to comail you at <sdwp@aol.com> but the message was retamed. IF your address has changed
pleasc advise me.

Rev. P.A.Smythe M.A_, St Bopiface Church, 31 Robin Lane, Bentham, via Lancaster LA2 7AB, England,
Tel, (00 44) 15242 61315; Fax.+44 15242 61313



Arnold S. Kohen

7324 Baltimore Avenue
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912
Phone: 301-585-3229

FAX: 301-585-3288

April 22, 1998
Dr. Geoffrey Hull

Dear Geoffrey,

I thank you very much for everything you have sent,
though I confess that you have me in a mood where I am crying out
for more! Any special comments you might add on the mental acuity
and traditional wisdom of Timorese people would be most welcome. I
am furious!!! Only yesterday someone from a "progressive" CATHOLIC
(of all things!) organization in Europe had the audacity to tell me
that this or that Timorese (exile, of course, the only civilized
ones) was one of the only smart Timorese he had ever met. Mind you,
this "progressive" (not a great admirer of Bishop Belo, needless to
say) has been to East Timor perhaps 10 times since 1990, but of
course speaks not one word of any local (or imported) language and
thinks that Bahasa Indonesia would suffice if he ever gets around
to it. The poor dumb natives...

I have spoken with Noam Chomsky, and he is passing
me on to a colleague of his who specializes in threatened
languages. Sooner or later I hope something will work, if not with
Chomsky, then with Tessa Piper or other friends. Once my manuscript
is done I will have more of a chance to pursue things.

I find the analyses of Dom Boaventura intrigquing.
It is possible, then, the Bishop Belo’s grandfathers, far from
being toadies of the Portuguese, might have been making a
calculated gamble as to the lesser of two evils.

I will be in touch soon.

All the best,

G



Date: Tue, 05 May 1998 16:08:06 +0200

To: "Arnold S. Kohen" <askohen@igc.apc.org>

From: Gunnar Staalsett <gunnar.stalsett@teologi.uio.no>
Subject: Re: Bishop Belo May 23-25

Dear Arncld,

Hope everything is on track for the Bishops and your
visit to Norway.

This is just to alert you that I was approached this
morning by Mr. Erik Solheim of the Storting with a request that the
bishop be available for a meeting with the Foreign Policy
Committtee.

There would certainly also be others, like the Foreign
ministry and may be even the Prime Minister.

On Monday in the afternoon there will be a reception in
honour of the bishop at the Nobel Institute.

If you have special requests for meetings etc. do not
hesitate to contact me. The details of the program will be in the
hands of the Secretariat of the Church of Norway Council on
Foreign Relations. But you may continue to use my mail address for
easy contact.

Yours,

Gunnar S.



Arnold S. Kohen

7324 Baltimore Avenue
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912
Phone: 301-585-3229

FAX: 301-585-3288

May 12, 1998

Mr. Bob Zachritz
c/o Rep. Tony Hall

Dear Bob,

I believe that it is extremely important that Rep.
Hall take the opportunity to visit East Timor at this time.

Rep. Hall’'s participation in the East Timor matter
has been central over the years. As you know, he sent one of the
key letters nominating Bishop Belo for the Nobel Peace Prize, and
even more importantly, has been a constant advocate in the effort
to alleviate hunger and disease on the island as well as in support
of human rights and, eventually, a just political settlement.

All of these issues are of crucial importance at
the moment, and his first-hand impressions would be wvital in
helping Rep. Hall to play a central role in the debate over East
Timor and Indonesia at this critical historical moment. The respect
he commands in the Congress would lend an indispensable ingredient
to the debate. At the same time, it would also be of great help to
Bishop Belo’s spirits to have Tony as a visitor.

Please let me know if I can be of any
assistance.

With best regards,



B.MAY.1998 18@:27 WESTMINSTER ABBEY NO. 3546 P.2

54 PARKSIDE
LONDON, sW19 SNE
TEL.: 0181-946 1410
FAX.: 0181-947 2494

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE

Prot. 644/98 London 7th May 1998

Dear Rev, Dr. Harvey,

Immediately after your telephbne call and your letter dated
the 10th April ,I contacted the Secretariat of State of His Holiness about the
invitation sent by Westminster Abbey to the Bishop of Timor, for the service for

ten 20th century Martyrs.
I can now inform you that the Holy See has no difficulties

with the invitation and it is a personal matter for Bishop Belo.

With every good wish
Yours faithfully

v e

Archbishop Pablo Puente
Apostolic Nuncio

The Revd. Dr A E Harvey
Sub-Dean of Westminster
3 Littde Cloister
Westminster Abbey
London SWIP 3PL



Amold S. Kohen

7324 Baltimore Avenue
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912
Phone: 301-585-3229

FAX: 301-585-3288

May 6, 1998

Bispo Carlos Felipe Ximenes Belo

Senhor Bispo,

A certain bishop told his people on November
16, 1996 that "I already have forgiven everything because the Lord
told me to forgive 70 times, that is, to forgive things."

I hope you are well.
With best regards,

X TK

33



East Timor after the August 1998 UN Talks: What is the real
situation?

There has been a flurry of activity and announcements on East
Timor since the resignation of Indonesian President Suharto, most
recently with regard to the United Nations talks in New York on
August 4 and 5. Many headlines greeted news of a possible autonomy
agreement with enthusiasm. An August 10, 1998 editorial in the New
York Times (attached here) was entitled, "Breakthrough in East
Timor" -- a very well-intentioned piece of writing, though perhaps
over-optimistic in terms of where matters actually stand at
present: for one thing, diplomats involved in the talks say insist
that "breakthrough" is much too strong a word to describe what has
happened thus far. But the Times editorial only reflects a view
that has received widespread attention in many places.

Nonetheless, Bishop Belo and other reliable sources in Dili
said on August 20, 1998 that the situation in East Timor remains
substantially unchanged. Asked if he saw any concrete results after
the UN talks, the bishop said firmly, "Not yet." Two weeks earlier,
Belo stated, "There is still intimidation and terror."

In late July there was a widely-publicized announcement of
Indonesian troop withdrawals from East Timor, with about 100
foreign journalists brought there for the occasion. In its
editorial, the New York Times called it "a partial troop pullout, "
and again, the Times was far from alone in taking this announcement
at face value.

The problem is that there is every indication that it is not
true. Bishop Belo stated on August 20 that the troops were actually
shifted to the western side of the island and brought back to East
Timor in 24 trucks.

"We must denounce this," Bishop Belo said on August 20.

A highly-qualified independent observer was also in East Timor
on August 20. This source said that on the surface in Dili, the
situation is unlike anything it has ever been, with an appearance
of openness. But reliable local people have told this observer that
such appearances are deceptive. And in East Timor’s countryside,
there has been no change: "in the interior, no one has told the
army about ‘reformasi’, the source added.

In light of the lack of change on the ground, one must be
especially careful to avoid over-enthusiasm in one’s approach to
the results of the UN talks. On the one hand, it is encouraging
that for the first time in the 15 years of talks under the auspices
of the UN Secretary General, there is at least the possibility of
substantial gains. On the other hand -- and this has been Bishop
Belo’s position for 15 years -- it is necessary to see concrete
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progress, not simply public relations gestures.

The August 5 communigue outlining the results of UN-brokered
talks between Indonesia and Portugal (reproduced below} said that
the two sides had agreed to "wide-ranging autonomy" for East Timor,
(which might be concluded by year’s end) "without prejudice" to
"basic positions of principle." This last part leaves open the
possibility of an eventual referendum on independence.

These are positive elements, but it is necessary to be vigilant,
not only on the ground in East Timor but also in assessing the
overall political context.

The fall of the Suharto government and the ongoing financial

crisis in Indonesia have increased pressure on the Indonesian
government to boost its tarnished international image.
What is certain is that Indonesia needs all the international good
will it can wmuster. East Timor has been an irritant in its
relations with the United States and many other nations, especially
since Indonesian troops massacred more than 250 people at Santa
Cruz cemetery in the East Timor capital in 1991 and after the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1996. Indonesia will need at least $70 billion in
foreign loans to begin rebuilding its financial house, and will
need continued heavy support in the years to come.

Close observers of the diplomatic scene in Jakarta say that
the official Indonesian position on East Timor may be in the
process of shifting -- although the word "breakthrough" is too
strong a way to describe it, some well-regarded diplomats say we
may be at a turning point -- but until there are concrete changes,
it is hazardous to put one’s faith in this or that signal. Foreign
Minister Ali Alatas recognizes that a show of flexibility wins
praise from foreign governments whose good will is vital.
Announcements of troop withdrawals are similarly helpful, even if
the number of troops remaining behind is so large that the
withdrawals are meaningless in practical terms.

Alatas has pushed the view that autonomy is a final status for
East Timor, not an interim status. The problem is that the parts of
Indonesia that have been granted "special status" have received
almost nothing of substance.

As stated before, it 1is unrealistic to expect that a
transitional government like President Habibie’s would be able to
do more at this time: Going any further would antagonize the
all-powerful military. On the more positive side, some observers
believe that in time, an elected government (elections are slated
for 1999) with political legitimacy, might be able to agree to real
concessions, even a referendum.
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If the process were to end where it is now, it would be a
devastating blow for the people of East Timor, who, according to
Bishop Belo, are overwhelmingly in favor of a referendum to decide
their own future, even if it takes years.

The first order of business is to implement the points outlined
in the U.N. agreement, which call for release of political
prisoners and consulting the East Timorese in the UN negotiations.
There is growing pressure to release resistance leader Xanana
Gusmao, reflected most recently in an August 20 statement by
Australia’s foreign minister.

There also must be a strong push to demilitarize East Timor as
quickly as possible, and establish a U.N. presence to protect human
rights. Until such measures are in place, any claims of progress
can have little credibility. And there is a strong need to monitor
closely conditions on the ground.

Much depends on what happens in Jakarta in the coming months.
People closest to the scene, both in the diplomatic arena and
within East Timor itself, emphasize that Indonesia is unlikely to
make major concessions unless pressed to do so: Maximum
international pressure is needed if an end to East Timor‘'s long
nightmare is to be finally realized.

Contrary to popular belief, the United Nations has little power
to bring about change in East Timor in the absence of international
support, which is urgently needed. It is to be hoped that people of
good will can join together for this purpose.

August 20, 1998
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The Humanitarian Project
Project on East Timor

P.O. Box 32307

Washington, D.C. 20007 USA
Phone: 301 585 3229

Fax: 301 585 3288

New e-mail address: humanitarian@igc.apc.org
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5 August 1988

FOREIGN MINISTERS OF INDONESIA AND PORTUGAL CONCLUDE TWO-DAY
MEETING ON EAST TIMOR QUESTION

Meetings, Held at United Nations Headquarters,
"Took Place in an Open, Cordial, Constructive Atmogphere",
Communigque States

The following communique was issued today by the Office of the
Spokesman for the Secretary-General:

"On 4 and 5 August 1998, the Secretary-General held meetings in
New York on the qguestion of East Timor with the Ministers for
Foreign Affairs of Indonesia and Portugal, Mr. Ali Alatas and Mr.
Jaime Gama.

"The meetings took place in an open, cordial and constructive
atmosphere. The following points emerged from the two-day talks:

"-- The Ministers agreed to hold in-depth discussions on

Indonesia’‘s proposals for a special status, based on a
wide-ranging autonomy, for East Timor without prejudice to their
basic positions of principle. For this purpose, they have

requested their senior officials to intensify their
discussions under the chairmanship of the Secretary-General’'s
Personal Representative and to report to the Ministerial meeting
at an early date. It is hoped that an agreement could be reached
on this issue before the end of the year.

"-- The Ministers agreed to involve the East Timorese more
closely in the search for a solution. In this
connection, they welcomed the Secretary General'’s intention to
intensify his consultations with East Timorese representatives
in East Timor and outside, individually or in
groups, in order to take into account their views and to keep them
abreast of developments in the tripartite talks.

"-- The Ministers also discussed other aspects of the East

Timor issue. They took note of the recent positive
developments in Indonesia with respect to the question of
East Timor, in particular the Indonesian Government’'s

intention to further gradually reduce the level of its
military presence in East Timor and to expedite the release of
the East Timorese political prisoners. They agreed to
continue consideration of these and other related aspects of the
East Timor question.

"-- The Ministers agreed that the All-inclusive Intra-East
Timorese Dialogue (AIETD) should resume by October 1998.

"-- The Ministers agreed to establish interest sections in
friendly embassies in each other'’s capitals by the end of 1998
and to relax their visa policies towards each other’s nationals.



"The next Senior Officials’ Meeting of the two sides
under the chairmanship of the Personal Representative of the
Secretary-General will take place in New York by the end of
September 1998."



Date: Sun, 03 May 1998 10:14:30 +0900

From: "Geoffrey C. Gunn" <nag-gunne@net.nagasaki-u.ac.jp>
To: askohen@igc.org

Subject: re Japanese statement

X-Mailer: AL-Mail 1.12

Status: R

Dear Arnold Cohen,

As far as I know, the Japanese government did not issue any public
statement on

the Belo/Horta Nobel, as they did, for example, with the 1997
award, obliged as

they were to offer quick PR on why Japan still keeps landmines in
its arsenal. I

often check the Japanese Foreign Ministry’s (Gaimusho) Home page
for any mention

of ET, but the result is invariably zero.

>From my records I posted a piece on reg.easttimor, "Nobel Prize in
the Japanese

Media" (11-10-1996). In short Japanese media response was fairly
good for once,

but no official comment, or otherwise I surely would have
mentioned.

So part of Horta’s angst when he next visited Japan for a short
speaking tour (I

think early February 1997) was that he was snubbed my senior
Japanese officials.

Apparently he was invited by Gaimusho at a very junior level only,
felt

offended, and cancelled the meeting. He pointedly mentioned this
snub in a

speech he gave at Osaka which I attended.

Next stop was Macau where he told the media that he would press
ET’s claim for

Japanese war compensation and for "comfort women". You have
obviously seen

reference to this report.

Well, it also happens that the Portuguese language Macau newspaper,
"Futoro de

Macau" (15 January 1997) published a front page article on "comfort
women"

citing myself as source or at least a letter which I penned to the
Portuguese

Embassy in Tokyo in which I asked, inter alia: "Well, this may
sound like a

question better addressed to the Fund [Japanese government funded
Asian Women'’s

Fund], but if the Embassy of Portugal in Japan is not the concerned
supplicant



in this case [case of c¢claims on behalf of comfort women in East
Timor], then who
ig?

I should add that this letter was promted by various Indonesian
claims to these
funds, even on behalf of the Timorese.

There is much more, but as Futoro de Macau determined, the Embassy
claimed not
to have received the letter.

All of this reached the ears of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Lisbon and, in

response to their request, on 26 June 1997, I sent a counterfoil of
the original

letter to Lisbon.

I have not heard any more on this question from any quarter.

It may not be entirely irrelevant that on 16 April 1996 Futuro de
Macau ran with

a one page story "Gunn propoe Ximenes Belo" concerning my joint
nomination of

Belo and Wei Jingsheng for Nobel. It carries a photo of Belo with
the captain "O

academico Geoffrey Gunn oficializou a candidatura do Bispo de Dili
ao premio

Nobel da Paz",.

Hope this is helpful. Get back in touch for further clarifactions.

Wish your
book great success.

Geoffrey Gunn



