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by Geoff Olson | In he carly 1970s, Elaine Briére Ay animists, believers in na-
coatributing writer was a young photographer back- eation myth abouta boy who
ipacking; around. the wOHdHM en the crocodile is old he re-
scaccl ot places off hefiSien rath Tast e o
one of the first she : ! ! |

. Her documentation of the Timorese people s, with the promise of protec

out to be more than travelpgue snapshots. “I too

o Last documentary photos biefore they were invad
least that we know of,” Britre says over toffee in

© EastSidehome, - - e ;
Briere recalls how she and 4

posits, a primitive leisure
1 of “subsistence affluence,” in=
ide resources. “Weddings were two,
summers were taken off visiting
i i uld think iCs paradise. I know it
@a?;g ‘::m mum?i,‘{w‘% 5 She hands me a calendar illustrac-
‘ended iind the % igraphs. Looking at the luminous
3 one can’t help but suspect that

ad briefly tasted paradise. If the island
iven, it wasn't the hell it would-be-
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« it became

paradise lost
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Activism began With'Chqmsky meeting

Continued from page 1

TisoR . WAS' PARTITIONED IN
1859, after years of disputes. that
began when the Dutch East India
Co. challenged Portuguese con~

Timor becime Dutcht (Ambeno),
while the Portnguesé recained the
eastern part. After Japamese.occu-
pation (1942-45), Dutch Fifnor
‘became part of Indonesia.
When. Briere visited East
Timor In-April 1974, Portugals
colonial rule over its part of the
divided island was collapsing. In
the subsequent political vacuum,
two main parties emerged
left-wing Fretelin, and UDT,
which favoured a loose associa-
tion with Portugal. With
Indonesian _assistance, UDT
quit a coalition of all parties
preparing for independence and
declared war on the popular
Fretelin. After a brief civil war,
Fretelin gained control of most
of East Timor. Fearing an inva-
sion, it unilaterally declared i
dependence in November, 1975.
On Dec. 7, Indonesia—which
had no historical claim to East
Timor—inyaded with a massive
air, overland and sea assault..
Indonesia’s president, ‘Gen.
Suharto, came to pawer in 1968
in a coup that resulte
- ecutions of huge numbers of sus-
¢d communists. and those
2 e

7

Timor. Oueller, wearing a stern
expression—and with one up-
years 1975 1, 1979—4 third of _ rised hand o indicate he’s going
th ulation. In 1976, Indone-  to_fob off the quesuon—ignores
Sia Tormally, incorporated Ease herand walks on. The film then
Timor as<ts. 27th province. jumps to a thicket of sound
Féom 1977 to 1978, the Indone- * Booms ahd cameras, with Ouellet
siarf agggy-eAgaged iha program ™ at its centre, Briére, more insis-
of wholesale “pacificasion”—  eggly trics again. “Mr. Oucllet,
_ measures used ¢ e il wht s Ganada going to do to
ofithe East Timdrese. “There help East TimofZ”
“was #man killed juserecenty for  The foge
sperforming a tribial firual. Its  lookin
consideted witchéraft, and they  the
burned a number of women at o the agepda@®Another reporter
the stake in the early '80s for _jumps in: ¥ ask you about
witcheraft.” Briere shakes hegd the fish negotigsions, whar’s hap-
~head in bewilderment. “Tmagine pening~ therez” “Yes,” he re-
that, imthis day and age.” sponds, easing wp-Briere jumps
Even today, news reports on in again: “I'd justlike o ask when
the area are scant. Stories of ~Canada is Zaingdo endorse the
atrocities only began to UN resolutions_..” Bur Ouellet
public awareness through the ef- is already Béfing a hasty retreat,
forts of refugees and a small glob- “terminating hi¥adience with the
al necvork of activisgslike Briere.  press. :
i “Its our f&ponsibility as
ians to make sure our gav-
setiing some guide-
hat's what government is

pophfation ~ of East Timor
decliiyed By somg 200,000 in the

minister turns,
ake 3 guick exit from

i sorry, that’s not

BRibRe’s PHOTOJOURNALISM
pise s s
Her portrais of the Timorese
have appeared in human rights fo
documents, The Globe and Mal,
and the NEBS documentary on
media_critic Noam Chomsky,
Maniufacturing Consent. %
Tt was after she came upon o
of Chomsky's Genoride
the Sly, and met him &

has b
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Photo grapher records
world shattered by war

BY TANIS GliLs
Fimes Reportcr

“The year was:1974 and

o Efaine Briere Wiighed fosm
a window as lane-des

¥ scended on . tropical

% beauty of East or in the

South Pacific. - %4

“It was just fabulous,”
she said, remembering the
approach to the island.
“It was physically very
beautiful. You could sce
these little vil!agcs dotting
the landscape.”
s Little did the Missign

he' Timorese poolcd
skills and resources
Worked together. Com-
on was kept to sports,

" and

7 peti
dres|

said

it was anolher world,”
she faid. “It was like step-
oack in time.

was a society without
any§ serious crime,” she
addgd. “Murder and rape
were'virtually unknown.”

then in her 20s,
recolded on film as many
of East Timor life as
she could.

eyed girl using both hands
to slfndy the load of corn
she

. the closeness shown by an-
other smiling little girl hug-

. ging a chubby baby, Bnerer
and i

caught life on the
vivid black and whif

and dance, Bri:re‘

ith camera "in hand,

From a young, w1de-'

arries on. her head, to

ZPhotn]onrnahs! El

and ancicnt traditions of the
Timorese were soon to be
snuffed under the boot heel
of the Indonesian govern-
ment.

“I didn’t know then that [
#.d probably the last pic-
tures taken before the inva-

ixon.
When Briere returned to
her, Nanaimo hame -she
heard word of Indonesian
military’s invasion of East
Timor on Dec, 7, 1975.
She was horrified by the
violence, and the vicious |
battle waged against a hclp-

Portugalgdad never imposed
dir t rdlc on them, she
Instead the island was
rned by the traditional
chle(mc(hod
When East Timor decid-
ed it wanted its indepen-
dence recognized, the In-
donesian military decided
the little island would.be an
easy conquest. It wasn't,
and 21 years later, the Tim-
orese are still fighting to re-
gain control, Briere said.
The cost of resistance
has been hlgh Amnesty«lg‘

was a '?nugucsc colony,
al

less and def peoples
“The Indonesians mvad

" ed with a'land, sea and atf

attack, a full scale military..
vasion ncre:'&ﬁgy*’"

"TheyJust killed randonily

for six weeks.”

Although East Timor:

3 e Briere recorded peaceful East
% Tlmor on film before it was invaded by Indonesia.

that..

200000 Timorese had been

knlluﬂ by 1980. Thuse that

P

ote
possible
for island
people

.Con(mucd from page 10 pe
They

're  very bitter
abou( wlml happened,” SQ,M'
« Brigre, who isn't allowed ina ¥e >
"Eagt Timor.
" I'They realize the In. e
dohesrans want to get rid &
% them,fso they're fighting re-
¢ ally Hard.” .
Bricre said because In-
donesia is such an impor-
tant ally for Canada in the
South Pacific, Canada has
behaved as if East Timor is
part of Indonesia and has
| supported the Indonesian
‘ occupation.
The United Nations, on
¢ the other hand, has recog-
nized East Timor’s right to
be independent, Briere said.
“Most western coun-
ses except for Canada, the
d s, Australia and
| Japan are backmg a United
Nations referendum in East

)

Only East Timorese
could vote in the referen-
! dum.
If they voted for inde-
' pendence, the Indonesians
| and their military couldn’t
return. e
Meanwhile, East Timo-
| rese guerrillas continue to
| wait in sccret hideaways in
the mountains, ready to de-
+ fend their island at any cost.
They are likely spurred
on by memories of their
| former society which was
| peaceful with a life free of
the fear of scrious crime.
It was a time when they
' had weddings and funerals
that went on for months and
involved entire villages.
| Elaine Briere's photos of
| East Timor will be on dis-
P'-‘ly at the University Col-
lege of the Fraser Valley'’s
Abbotsford campus thls i
month,
The shcw is part of the
annual Fraser Valley Arts
and Peace Festival.

Radaia




3 Arts & Peace Fi estival

1997 Fraser Valley

Art Gallery

featuring

Gu Xiong
Evolution and Conflict

E .. Elaine Briere
o ]
g .. East Timor

| cup s

A July 28 - August 9

University College of the Fraser Valley
33844 King Road, Abbotsford, B.C.

opening reception July 28, 8-10 p.m.

artist's talk by Gu Xiong
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1997 Fraser Valley Arts & Peace Festival 1l997'lfra‘ser'
Guest Artists : b Cont

Gu Xiong

"Evolution and Conflict":
"Coca-cola”
*Bicycles”
"MacDonalds"
"Forks"

Elaine Briere

"Baskets and Beans"

"Los Pallos”

"Sunday Market"

"Coming home from the Sunday Market"
""Sunday Market"

"Village Children"

"Village Children"-

Hill Tribes girl carrying com”

"Village near Lauten”

"Fisherman"
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¥ Whn the UN voted overwhelminghy to.condemn the ‘
|

-invasion: Ggpada abstained. : y
7 What makes director producer Elaine Briere’s
" remarkable film s0 important? It's more than just the
killing fields in a¥ar-off nation. or a catalogue of deatirand |
torture (though f§r a few minutes Bitter P ise is pre@ty |
hard to watch) Bjere has brought the isgllf home to our 1‘

Review

Bitter Paradies: The Sell-Out of East Timor ; Bogrstep in a Sl that's concise, persistayth, Joving,
*AK KX ] surprisingly wellbalanced, very comprefiensive for a 56 .
Director: Elaine Briere } -, minute feature, apd highly watchable. Byt then the . & %
Where: Global Visions Festival, GMCC Multi-purpose director has beeg invoived since before it all bf;f;l}io %, %
d Shmimp i seeeposoen, 18
hen: Today only, 7 p.m. abolitene year : . 4
gazsiﬁ@tign: Nét available be;&gbt?e last nownperson to docum th? island way *‘t
. o of life before the genocide began. ﬂer perso %
ROGER LEVESQUE recolldbtions aoAkub role in wdo
Special to Thédournal something East Timor hold the fil
4 \ Edmonton di

k I [‘ you're Canadian, be prepared to be appalled.
. Here’s why: For some four conturies East Timor
was a small, peaceful islana ¢ “iony of Portugal,
. 4 situated between Indonesia Australia in a part of the
ocean that happened to contain s
underwater oil reserves. Then, in I
the mistake of declaring independencé~ .
Scant days later, Indonesia inivaded to * te” them
from colonialism, eventually sending some 40,000 troops by
sed and air, enacting a genocide of grotesque proportions

. that has seen the native population of East Timor go from
700,000 to 500,000. ;

. Itsa particularly sad story but as a Canadian citizen the
chief _emcéuon vyou might feel after watching the award- .
Winning documentary, Bitter Paradise: The Selling ©f Fast: Ng Setream
Timor; isn't sadness but anger. Yes, you should be appalled,’ man‘u' cer fro
becau;; considerable evidence exists o argue that this o P ian o ing. +
genocide — complete with all the usual atrocities thatone * ~ * terestng. A% . comforting thi
expects of such a horrendous action — has been Ul-mr“i"» 1y tRere e CORREDE
underwritten by the Canadian government and big fa : 1
business in the >

name of foreign
relations and
tade. Some might
call it plain old
greed. .
_F;u'ther
evidence ¥
that both maua?m !
and Canadahad |

la’s record at -

' the United Nations
is a public blof on
reputation as.
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Vancouver, British Columbia, Saturday, ;qovembev 30, 1996

Trade deals built on the corpses of children

n Dec. 7,1975, Indonesia
O launched a surprise dawn inva-
sion of a peaceful former

colony of Portugal.

The aggression against East Timor
was condemned by the United Na-
tons. But not by Canada. Canada ab-
stained from the vote

Since then, 200,000 East Timorese

" have died in an orgy of bloodshed that

former solicitor general Warren Al-
mand describes as the worst per capi-
ta genocide since the Nazis' “final so-
lugon.”

Vancouver filmmaker Elaine Briere
was in East Timor before the invasion.
She remembers a tranquil paradise of
friendly, happy people. Today, her
grainy black-and-white tourist snap-
shots of Eden contrast with full-color
images from a blood-soaked hell of
fear, repression and lies — not the
least of which are our own.

Her new film Bitter Paradise: The
Sell-out of East Timor is a raw, riveting,
shame-inducing examination of a cul-
ture in extremis and of the smug, ex-
culpatory hypocrisy of those Canadi-
ans who serve as Faustian accom-
plices to an ongoing crime against hu-

manity.

Recent refugees from behind the
Bamboo Curtain erected by the gov-
ernment tell her camera that Indone-
sia now has a program for sterilizing
East Timorese school children while
flooding the territory with migrants
to swamp the indigenous population.

When East Timorese people mount-
ed a demonstration to show visiting
Joumnalists that they were not the hap-

5 3 1choose frog
g ‘« Jjumping for the
22 comparison
rather than the
2,521 stories
e, - about a conflict
in Bosnia that
Stephen has produced
HUME one-tenththe
————— casumifiesof i
East Timorin a

population six times as large. I doso
because one of the saddest segments
of Bitter Patadise involves listening to
an As It Happens producer explain
why the extermination of one-third of
East Timor's population is less worthy
of coverage' tﬁn afrog-jumping con-
test. & e

Canadians, the CBC producer said,
justcap’veonnecty’ ' "« ¢

Why might tha?be? Becatse the fic-
tion thatthe-agony of East Timor has
nothing to do with us grants permis-
sion to be chums with a gang of cor-
rupt butchers in hopes of lining our
own pockets. o

Somehow, the question of whether
Bre-X Minerals Ltd. can be forced by
the Indonesian government tosell 75
per cent of its huge Busang gold de-

posit to Barrick Gold Corp. of Toronto -

deserves bi; headlines than the ex-
tirpation of indigenous peoples wh
getin the way. -
This is because Canadian share-
holders expect big profits from the
greed-feast that East Timor represents
to corporations currying favor with
Indonesia fog aceess to the vast miner—
al and petroleum reserves in the ille-

Just, one is compelled to think, as the
Jews were expected to go quietly to
their Holocaust.

That such rhetoric, echoing Himm-
ler and the “final solution,” should be
so calmly used in wwday’s boardrooms
and escape without public outcry, is
enough to make one want to vomit.

Briere’s film shows Vancouver uni
versity professors earnestly justifying
the value of accepting huge grants
from Indonesia to go there and raise
the level of scientific knowledge.

They contrast with images of blood-
stained walls where young East Timo-
rese intellectuals have just had their
brains hed out by the Ind, i

government. A young man talks of

having his fingernails pulled out. A

xoung woman talks of rape and mur-
er.

Joe Clark obfuscates. Andre Oueller
evades. Jean Chretien bubbles over
billion-dollar trade deals.
Mephistopheles grins.

A2

“We used t0 g0 in with lists of politi-

cal prisoners we wanted released,” a
senior foreign affairs official told The
Sun not long ago. “Now we go in with
lists of companies that want con-
tracts.”

Briere insists we bear witness to the
relentless truth behind those con-
tracts: rows of mutilated corpses,
dead women with their legs still
spread, children of tender years with

- their faces shot off, a young girl star-

ing at us accusingly through a mask of
blood :

_ LastTuesday, when some demon-
strators at UBC tried to burn a Canadi-

. an flag in protest over human rights

in China, patriotic students

nalist fro

Py, consenting supplicants for citizen- seized territory.
ship that Indonesia insists they are, xal!]iyrtz‘rmdise, taposes the sorry
3:%; The laugh o arh d-down execu-

0f270 men, women and children ~  tives explaining that they knownoth-
— including a visiting student jour- ing of what's happened in East Timor

m Australia. - i with images of laughing Indonesian
But Canadian government officials,  army units holding up the severed
heads of dissidents.
There are many severed heads in horrifying film.

m:g'ge.ofrhe 87 stoties:

R S
jone:
By comparison we've run

about frogjumping.

3 provide the
weapons used for killing East Timo-
rese peasants and then ing for
posterity with their body .

“The best solution wo

took the flag away from them. =
They were Canadian, they said,
love what Canada stands for. Com-

mendable. What does Canada i
for? Perhaps they should do them-
selves the favor of going to see Briere's

It might cause them to ask whqﬁgr
trade deals that are built on the.
corpses of children and profits.
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The Globe and Mail, Wednesday, June 11, 1997

The Arts

HE press are not in the busi-
¢ ness of letting people know

how power works. It would
be crazy to expect them to be. They
are part of the power system, so why
would they expose it?”

Noam Chomsky, a professor at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy, has been beating this particular
drum for decades, and he is probably
the most authoritative and persuasive
critic of mass media we have. His
comments are included in the open-
ing documentary film of this season’s
From the Heart series, which is
called Bitter Paradise: The Sell-Out
of East Timor (TVO at 10 p.m.).

Timor, a large island in the Lesser
Sunda group, was divided in colonial
times between the Dutch in the west
and the Portuguese in the east. Indo-
nesia, which included West Timor
when it achieved independence from
the Netherlands, invaded East

| Timor in 1975 and declared it an-

- nexed. The invasion by the highly
mechanized Indonesian armed

| forces resulted in a death toll esti-

mated to be about 200,000. As well as

- dropping up to 40 bombs a day on
the East Timorese, the invasion had
been accompanied by mass rapes,

torture and other violations of the

‘| heretofore peaceful people’s civil
rights.

In the documentary, The Globe
and Mail and CBC Radio’s As It Hap-
Dens are also singled out for pretty.
damning criticism in their alleged
faih}m to properly report on the in-
Vvasion. The Globe is criticized for
providing almost zero coverage of
the atrocities, and there is a great

interview in which Jim Nunn
of CBC Radio’s Media File asks pro-

- ducer George Jamieson of As It
pens why the current-e
Lg_adnot given better co

Television

John Haslett Cuff

story. Jamieson's defence was cring-
ingly lame, a classic example of jour-
nalistic weaseling that every work-

blithely unconcerned (and unrepen-
tant) some of Canada’s husiness ex-
ecutives are when confronted with
the tally of horror inflicted on East
Timor by the Indonesian armed _
forces. The best most of them can «
come up with in response is, “that’s -
the way of the world. . . . The best
thing East Timor can do is to go qui-
etly along.” Equally appalling are 4
the scenes shot in the House of Com- -
mons where several Opposition

| members are questioning Joe Clark
(the Conservative external affairs

ing journalist will r with at
least a twinge of shared guilt. o

The documentary is an extremely

personal venture for the filmmaker,
Elaine Briere, inspired by a visit she
made to the island community more
than 20 years ago. For her, the per-
sonal is political; since taking a se-
ries of superb black-and-white pho-
tographs (some of which are in- -
cluded in the film) of the pre-inva-
sion East Timorese, she has also
become a social activist. With Bitter
Paradise, she has elevated her per-
sonal crusade to a scathing critique
of the Canadian government and
business community, which have
close and profitable links to the In-
donesian government.

It is no surprise to learn that East
Timor has considerable oil reserves,
and Indonesia is viewed by the busi-
ness community as the gateway to
Southeast Asia. Indonesia, with its
population of 195 million and vast
natural resources, is touted as being
well on its way to becoming a signif-
icant economic power, and the Cana-
dian government and business com-
munity have been understandably
eager to pursue all the opportunities
it represents. G

| Still, it is enlightening and even a

at the time) on the same
issue, and all he can say is that the
reports of atrocities are “exagger-
ated.” As someone in the film ob-
serves, had Hitler won the war, no
doubt these same politicians would
be lining up to say the same thing
about the Holocaust. i
Bitter Paradise is the sort of pro-
vocative, passionate film that would
never be financed or aired bya .
major network because it is not con-
sidered “balanced.” There is little
footage wasted on hearing the usual
denials, lies and obfuscations the
viewer would expect to hear from ei-

ther the Indonesian government or

| military if the documentary were

mercial network. in:
angry, honest and valuable docu-
mentary critique of government,
media and business calumny is rele-
gated to a provincial education net-
work and tucked comfortably under
the harmless “From the Heart” so-
briquet.

aired on the CBC or some other com-

O] [

ons. Ltd. 33659 Fifth Ave. Mission, B.C

ol

Bitter Paradise angry, provocativ

| little shocking to see.and hear how




Calgary Herald
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Sunday, September 28 19

he huge fires,
vast clouds of
deadly smog

and the fatal smog
caused plane crash
that killed 234 people
in Indonesia this
week can be seen as
symptomsof a
greater disease.

It's the out-of-con
trol greed that drives
the Indonesian econo.
my and threatens to
drive it into the ground

1t's the shortsighted greed of cash-crop
plantation owners who burn their forests
and brush to clear the land, only to pollute
the air, damage the tourist trade and
cause a passenger plane, flying through
low visihility to slam into a hillside.

It's the same greed that spawned Bre X
and now keeps Indonesia's Suharto mili

Calgary Herald

& tary dictatorship in power in the popu

lous southeast Asian archipelago nation
And, most tragically, it's the same
predatory and immoral acquisitiveness
that led {0 the conquest and occupation of
the territory of East Timor.
That occupation began in December
~ 1975 when 40,000 Indonesian troops invad
ed the adjacent former Portuguese colony
- andclaimed the area as a “province” of
Indonesia.  *

The
i

entical to Traqi dic
nvasion of
%

Kuwait in 1990 but, while the United Na-
tions condemned both invasions, ab-
solutely nothing was done to Rgmecl or
defend the Timorese and no sanctions or
penalties were ever aimed nt'lnrlonesia.

To its everlasting shame, Ganada-ab-
stained from that UN vote.

And that may explain why today the
government of Canada is so successful at
promoting trade and investment in In-
donesia on behalf of Canadian indus-
tries. Indonesia knows a friend when it
sees one.

Mining, forestry, pulp and paper, oil and
gas companies are some of the key Cana-
dian industrial sectors whose Indonesian
ventures are subsidized by Canadian tax-
payers through export development cred-
its, grants and the help of the commercial
section of the Canadian embassy in
Jakarta.

Butisn't this good for Canada and In-
donesia? Isn't trade the way to go in the
new globalized world economy?

Not according to B.C.-based documen-
tary film maker Elaine Briére.

“We're exporting jobs to Indonesia,”
Briére said in an interview from Vancou
ver earlier this week

Her research into her prize-winning
film Bitter Paradise: The Sell-out of East

Timor yielded a 30 page list of Canadian
companies currently operating in Indone-
sia.

“The Canadian government should not

be giving aid to Canadian companies hat
’ &

want to go there,” she said. “If industry
wants to go to Indonesia, they should do
that on their own.”

Briere's film is a vivid attempt to expose

~ the nightmare of the illegal conquest of

East Timor, a deliberately genocidal inva-
sion which has so far claimed the lives of
200,000 Timorese. It's one of the largest
but least noticed mass killings since the
Second World War.

‘The film shows how the indigenous pop-
ulation of the island has been bombed,
shot. displaced, tortured and starved. In
1978-79 resistance

The invasion was given scant play in
Western media and there seems (o have
been a cynical acceptance of Suharto’s
brute force approach among world lead-
ers and diplomats at the time,

World opinion however has begun to
take notice. In 1991, soldiers in Dl the
capital of East Timor, opened fire on a
crowd of demonstrators killing hundreds
and wounding scores more, e

This was husiness as nsual As far as
they were concerned but it was captured
on video tape and made the globat yet

forces in the jun-
gles were carpet-
bombed. Villagers
and rural farmers
were rounded up
and herded into
“strategic ham-

It's the same greed that
spawned Bre-X and
keeps Suharto's military
dictatorship in power

lets.”

The younger Timorese have been “in-
tensively indoctrinated” but a war of re-
sistance continues more than 20 years af-
ter the first Indonesian soldiers landed in
what they thought would be a three-
month walkover:

Briere, who had visited the island as a
young photographer in the pre-invasion
days of 1974, is convinced that the only:
reason the Indonesian army has not total
ly eradicat mai
digenous

In Canada, Briere’s film won the p
cal documentary award at Toronts
Docs festival this year:

It can be viewed in Calgary today at
3pm.at the Carpenter’s Hall, 301 10th St
N.W.and again tomorrow at 12 noon at the
International Centre Lounge, room 588 ol
the Bio-Sei ildingat the Universi-
ty of Calgary Elaine Briqpe‘wm be at‘bﬂ?,g
sereenings.

(Contact Robert Bragg at 2357135 or
il braggbrtheherald southa




A Country

Now Forgotten

A way of life could soon be lost if Indonesia’s
invasion of East Timor is not challenged
successfully by the international community

ROM FIRST SIGHT, the vil-
lages of East Timor drew
my friend Nicola and I into an ancient
reality where people belonged to the
earth and the earth to them. [ arrived in
the little-known Portuguese colony,
620 kilometres northwest of Darwin,
Australia, in the spring of 1974. [
stepped into a world I had not imag-
. ined, but one I immediately felt I knew.
It was an accident that we went there
atall. We had missed our plane to Bali
and were intrigued by stories of what
was then called Portuguese Timor.
Shortly after arriving in Baucau, we
were quickly adopted by an old Ti-
morese couple and their teenaged
daughter. Their house was made from
stones, bamboo and thatch. It was sur-
rounded by palm wine trees, a few
metres from a white sandy beach where
men went fishing every evening just
before dusk.

Life for these tribal farmers had a
seamless quality. Once our “mama”
took us to visit her maternal village.
Upon our arrival we were taken to the
women’s house to have a nap. I'll never |
forget how indescribably pleasant and
serene it felt dozing off in the women’s
house; the animated chatter of mama
and her old friends fading off irito,
hot aftemoon. The T ¢ seem

have a lot of ﬂ'ce and wenlﬁbﬂm

by Elaine Briére

Before the arrival of the Europeans,
the Timorese ruled themselves in
some 46 small kingdoms, “all free and
independent of one another. Fifteen
distinct ‘languages are spoken and

rior tradition, relations betwecn

peoples of East Timor were generally

peaceful and reciprocal.

They traded sandalwood and other
products with countries as far away as
China before the arrival of the Europe-
ans. The Portuguese won control of
East Timor from the Dutch in the six-
teenth century and a lucrative expro-
priation of slaves, sandalwood and
Timorese ponies began. But they were
never able to impose direct rule on the
fiercely independent people.

After several centurics of Portu-
guese rule and a cruel Japanese occupa-
tion during World War Two, the Ti-
morese still maintained a subsistence
affluence interwoven with a rich social
and cultural tradition. The population
lived in small villages in the country-
side. They owned land and grew a wide
range of crops. The gap between the
rich and the poor was slight, the status
of women high and crime was almost
npncxxstent.

5 ‘On our travels lhroughout other parts
ofAsxa. Nicola and I often reflected on
how much better the lives of the Ti-
morese were than those of many other

| wribal and semi-tribal peoples, who had

many dialects. In spite of a strong war- |

industrial societies closing in on them
from every comer.

On December 7, 1975, a little more
than a year after we left, East Timor
was brutally invaded by its expansion-
“ist ncighbour, Indonesia. Courtesy of
U.S. military assistance, tons of phos-
phorous and napalm reduced tidy
mountain villages to rubble and ash,
killing and terrorizing their inhabitants.
Chemical defoliants were sprayed on
crops and forests. Tens of thousands
were killed and maimed.

Today the Timorese are forced to live

in strategic villages along roads that
Indonesia is building — with ample
western assistance — throughout the
countryside. They are forbidden to go
back to their land under pain of death.
Those suspected of giving assistance (o
the Timorese resistance, Falintil, are
routinely tortured and killed. Human
rights groups estimate that one third or
more of East Timor's population has
been wiped out since the invasion.
Entire ethno-linguistic groups have
disappeared. Survivors are forbidden to
practice their animist religion. They are

forced to work on cash crop plantations
the Indonesians are cultiva
sacred ancestral lands.

Now it’s no long
the spectacular




and other mythical creatures or to
admire the richly carved houseposts
and rooftops sporting nautilus shells
and small animal carvings.

1 was still struggling with the cul-
ture shock of coming back when |
heard about the invasion. I missed the
friendly village footpaths and teashops
under the trees. I missed the ambience
and conviviality of the indigenous
marketplace. I missed the warmth and
good natured disposition of the village
people. I was back into the land of
make-believe scarcity; of Big Mac,
Pharmasave and the shopping mall.

Later I leamed that when Indonesian
paratroopers entered the villages
around Baucau they ordered all the
young people to assemble in the town
square. They raped the young women
and cut them to pieces with knives.
They poured petrol on the genitals of
the young men and set them on fire
before killing them.

The western media, given as they are
to distortion and omission of serious
human rights abuses in the western
sphere of influence, legitimize present-
day genocidal wars against tribal
peoples by describing them as “insur-
rections,” “ civil wars” or “terrorist at-
tacks.” According to Bemard Neitsch-
mann, a geography professor at
Berkeley, 86 out of the 120 wars in the
world today are om-siqm conflicts by

the state against indigenous peoples.
Though there would be considerable
outrage if such techniques were used
against the populations of Europe or
North America, state armies in the
Third World are free to use genocidal
tactics against these people. Western-
backed elites eradicate whole villages,
force relocation of ‘whole populations
into concentration camps and take over
traditional homelands without fear of
exposure. First World countries supply
arms, tactical advice and aid. All in a
shroud of silence.

1 wanted to help East Timor but |
didn’t know how. It wasn't until |
read world-renowned linguist and so-
cial critic Noam Chomsky’s account of
why the West encouraged the invasion
in his book Towards a New Cold War
that I began to work on the issue.
Chomsky met me in Victoria, where he
was guest lecturing. He put me in touch
with the international human rights
community. Since then, I've never
looked back.

I discovered that the photographs I
had taken in East Timor in 1974 were a
rare documentation of a people virtu-
ally cut off from the outside world.
These photographs could make a real
difference in exposing their plight.
Since 1985, I’ve mounted three inter-
national exhibitions; one in Sweden,
one in Japan and one in Portugal

The village of
Lautem, East Timor
| before the 1974

- Indonesian invasion.

(opened by Mario Soares, the president
of the republic). A fourth exhibit is to
tour Australia and parts of Europe.

I also lobbied the Canadian Council
of Churches for support of an educa-
tional programme that would inform
the outside world of the Timorese situ-
ation. As a result, in 1986, I received a
small budget to start the East Timor
Alert Network. I was thus able to get in
touch with concerned people across
Canada, to participate in the United
Nations hearings on the country and to
build relationships with the interna-
tional network supporting the Ti-
morese.

East Timor has become an interna-
tional symbol of the right of small na-
tions and tribal peoples to self-rule.
And, as a former Portuguese colony, it
can claim the right in international law
t0 a free and fair act of self-determina- *
tion under UN auspices.

Every year, human rights groups,
experts in intermational law and soli-
darity groups from around the world
converge at the UN decolonization
hearings in New York to defend the
rights of the Timorese people and to
condemn Indonesia. Every year, Indo-
nesia tries to stop these hearings be-
cause they expose to the world the true

nature of its coloni
Instead of sup t Timor at
the UN, the an government has

supported Indonesia. At

|
|
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the time of the inva-
sion, Canada was the
;n:nor investor in In-
donesia. As Noam
Chomsky points out,
“Canada has
enormous leverage
over the slaughters in
East Timor and never
used it. The media
were never con-
cerned, and the intel-
lectual community
were never con-
cemed. In this respect
Canada has contrib-
uted matenally to the

slaughter in East Ti-
mor.”

Indonesia is a target country for |
Canadian trade and the third largest |

recipient of Canadian aid. Because of 1

the failure of the Canadian media to
inform us about the genocide in East
Timor and the brutal nature of its occu-

7

pation, our government’s line has had f

unrestricted play. Relations with Indo- |
nesia have spread across a broad spec-
trum of Canadian institutions, includ-
ing many universities and non-govern-
ment organizations.

Canadians see Indonesia as a |
friendly country. Military-related sales
continue, investment is on the rise and
aid is given with no human rights crite- |
ria attached whatsoever. We have the |
Canadian-Indonesian business council
o facilitate relations in a wide range of
activities from manufacturing to min-
ing for hundreds of Canadian compa- |
nies.

Yet Indonesia is a brutal police state |
created by force in 1965, killing ap-
proximately one million people |
throughout the archipelago in the proc-
ess. Displaying a flimsy democratic
front, the regime, led by General
Suharto, requires all political parties to
accept Pancasila, an Orwellian ideol- |
ogy of state worship endorsed by Gol- |
kar, the party of the army. Golkar is
always in power and General Suharto is |
always the only candidate for presi-
dent. Death Squads are openly endorsed
by Suharto. Bakorstanas, the army’s |
special police, have powers o arrest, |
ll&nure and “disappear” anyone they

5

Canadian tax dollars are helping to
fund a sanitized image of this state.
Witness the

Joint CIDA-Indonesia six.- |
g bt [
24 VoLumEe YWENW-H_V&_NUMBER ONE

tion.of Change,” which ran for the sec-
ond time on B.C.’s Knowledge net-
~work last fall. Devoid of any social and
political contem.‘g:e series neatly side-
steps the fact that, for the diverse
"peoples of the archipelago, Dutch colo-
nialism has simply been replaced with
Javanese colonialism.

Thirough films like this, the Indone-
sian,regime hopes to raise its tourist

potential and deflect growing criticism |

by the international human rights and
environmental community. Canadians
who do get the rare opportunity to learn

-
part film-series “Indonesia, a Genera- | Timor become a

!

|
|

what is happening are appalled by the |

support successive Canadian govern-
ments have given to this brutal occupa-

tion. But without critical coverage by |

the mainstream media, propaganda like
the film is all the more successful.
After being frustrated time and again

| in my efforts to alert mainstream media

to the continuing trauma of the Ti-

morese, | realized how much the Cana- |

| doing its job?

dian media is failing in its responsibil- |

ity to inform us. We are accomplices to

| Indonesia’s activities, but because it is

not a country on the media agenda,
Canadians are not aware of even the
barest facts about this extremely vio-
lent regime. External Affairs, for in-
stance, briefed The Globe and Mail’s
Edith Terry before she went off to Indo-
nesia. She later described Suharto as a
“cuddly teddy bear.” When Edmon-

ton’s David Kilgore, then a Tory MP,

went to the UN hearings in August |

1989 to support East Timor, CBC

i ' ne Brilog i her and
Radio’s As /t Happens refused to inter- | Elaine Briére isa photograp: g
view him. They did the same thing lass Lﬂormemaordmmor of the East Timor

year when Ray Funk, NDP MP for
Prince Albert-Churchill River, went. .

!
|

| are the surviving models developed

Canada is one of th
few industrializeq
states preventing g
¢ united front against

o Indonesian human

3 rights abuses. It’s not
often that Canada can
make a big difference
in world events. A L
withdrawal of Cana-
dian government sup-
port for the Indone-
sian occupation could
initiate a chain of
events that would see
a UN-supervised ref-
erendum on self-de-
termination in East
reality.

In his reply to the concerns of Cana-
dians over East Timor, former external
affairs minister Joe Clark said our for-
eign policy (read recognition of the ille-
gal occupation) is shaped “through
consideration of what is right and what
best serves the interest of Canada and
its citizens.” Those few who are served
by our foreign policy towards East
Timor are making good profits from
Indonesia’s enslaved population and
exploited resources. .

Why do those who represent us tum
ablind eye to genocide? Why are we on
such intimate terms with one of the |
world’s most repugnant regimes? What
does it mean to our democratic prin- |-
ciples when the federal government
can do these things without our knowi-
edge or consent? Why isn’t the media

*

My personal awakening has led me
to believe the Timorese way of life
holds the answers to many of our mod-
em-day problems. We seldom specu-
late on what we have lost with the
growth of civilization. The terrible
irony behind the destruction of socie-
ties like those in East Timor is that they

countries need to emulate if we are to
live in harmony with nature and with
each other. The chance to leamn from
them could be lost if the last pre-indus-
trial cultures are allowed to be wiped
out with the final gasps of the industrial
age: i

N

Network. She lives ip Wﬁm

oy







Telephone Number
Bill Date
Customer Account Number

TOM HAWKEN

325 8350

2
Aug 14, 1995
228720907

RECYCLED PAPER
PLEASE RECYCLE

€

Page 2

7 3ui@s

Long distance continued

Date

Jul1s
Jul1é
Jullé
Jul1é
Jul1?
Jul21
Jul21
Jul22
Jul22
Jul22
Jul22
Jul23
Jul2y
Jul2y
Jul24

OTTAWAHULLON
OTTAWAHULLON
OTTAWAHULLON
TORONTO  ON
OTTAWAHULLON
OTTAWAHULLON
OTTAWAHULLON
TORONTO  ON
OTTAWAHULLON
OTTAWAHULLON
OTTAWAHULLON
OTTAWAHULLON
OTTAWAHULLON
OTTAWAHULLON
OTTAWAHULLON
OTTAWAHULLON

416 537-3073

613 230-4070
613 230-4070
613 230-4070
416 537-3073
613 230-4070
613 236-7238
613 230-4070
416 537-3073
613 230-4070
613 230-4070
613 230-4070
613 230-4070
613 236-7238
613 230-4070
613 230-4070
613 236-7238
613 230-4070
613 230-4070
613 230-4070

Place and number called Type

0s
0S
0s
0s
0s
0K
0s
0s

Time Min Savings

2143
1002
1026
1031
1820
1044
2257
1848
2019
2024

2028,

1200
1319
2041
2044
0845
1936
2036

144017 0.31
1017 0.3,
20 7034 0.62
4 10,67 1.25
4% 017 0.31
2 0.96
1o 0.31
7 o 0.31
d 01

145 o

1 40
12 ol
10

i o

2,040
24
58




C , EL ; RECYCLED PAPER
’ i . PLEASE RECYCLE
s
TOM HAWKEN A J
“Telephone Number 325 8350 2

Bill Date Aug 14, 1995
Customer Account Number 228720907 5

Long distance continued

Date Place and number called Type Time Min Savings
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Jul16 VICTORI 595-7519 0S 1149 0.03
Jul16 VICTORI 595-7519 0S 1412 0.03
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Jul17 VICTORI 472-8629 1412
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Jul18 REGINA 525-2949 1030
Jul18 VICTORI 472-8629 1044
Juil18 VICTORI 595-8157 1852
Jul18 INDONESIA 39021033 1944
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