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Congressional coencern rises over E. Timor

Tightened access to island for relief workers and reports of Indonesian
military offensive prompt letter to Reagan urging human rights review

By Danisl Southeriand
Staft writer of The Christian Science Monitor

Washington
| East Timor, a small territory virtually unlmown to
most Americans, has attracted the attention of a large
number of US congressmen.

That concern derives most recently from the impres-
sion that Indonesia is covering up human rights abuses
in this sma]l former Portu-

Inst week expressing concern over reports of a new, large-
scale Indonesian military offensive. The House members
urged the President to add East Timor to America’s for-
eign policy agenda and use constructive diplomacy to
prevent further bioodshed and misery there,

Hall said that the 106 signatures on the letter to
Reagan marked a *high point” of congressional concern
over East Timor. In a 1980 book on Indonesia and the

guese colony, invaded by
Indonesia in 1975. When
Indonesia tightened access
to the island territory sev-
eral months ago, the con-
gressional concern  in-
creased.

With a United Nations
vote on the dTnnor‘ isgue
postponed and access to
the island reduced, con-
gressmen who have fol-
lowed the issue feared that
the Indonesians would

ment official Robert
Pringle pointed out that the
Timor issue might have
faded from the American
public view entirely in the
mid-1970s had it not been
for the efforts of a single
congressman, Democrat
Donald Fraser of Minne-
:~4-pn| sota, who doggedly ques-
- tioned the US acquiescence
in the Indonesian annex-
ation of East Timor.

1]

launch new military oper-
stions on the island and cause new civilian casualties
among a population which has already suffered heavily.

The Indonesian government denies that any major
military operations are under way on East Timor at this
time, but diplomats have reported increased military ac-
tivity in the territory following a ‘'beefing up” of the
Indonesian forces in East Timor.

Led by Rep. Tony P. Hall, a Democrat from Ohio who
has tried to monitor the Timor situation for the past sev-
eral years, a bipartisan group of 105 members of the
House of Representatives, wrote to President Reagan

The letter commended
the Indonesians for “‘mea-
surable progress” made in the reunification of families
which have bean divided by the conflict in East Timor.
But the 105 House members, mcluding nine Repubii-
cans, charged that the Timorese "have barely recovered”
from a famine in the years 1978-80 and a military offen-
give in 1981, which, the letter asserts, *‘caused a reported
2,000 deaths — inlly attributable to a forced march of
tens of thousands of villagers.”

On Aug. 16 of this year, Indonesia’'s Armed Forces
Commander, Gen. Benny Murdani, stated in an inter-

p Ploase sea TIMOR noxt page



view with the Indonesian newspaper Sinar Harapan that
the Indonesian government would “crush’ guerrillas of
the Fretilin independence movement on East Timor.
General Murdeni was reported to have said that the situ-
ation in the former colony was “no game any more,” that
thmmbe “no metcy."I;ndthatheeould not allow
“‘this united country to be split apart.”

An Indonesian Embassy official in Washington said
thet Murdani's statement may have been ‘“‘misinter-
preted.” But he aclmowledged that some small increase
in Indonesian troop strength may have been ordered faol-
lowing an incident which took place on Aug. 8, shortly
before Murdani made his statement, in which 16 Indone-
sians were killed in the south of East Timor by guerrillas,
presumably from the Fretilin movement.

The most definitive recent statement on East Timor

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1983

wes made an Nov. 8 at the United Nations by Indopesian
Ambassador Ali Alatas. In a letter addressed to the sec-
retary-general, the ambassador stated that no major mili-
tary offensive was under way and that the “‘only security
activity™ in the course of this year had been in the area of
the Aug. 8 incident.

He charged that “a tiny band of Fretilin dichards™
carried out an attack on an army engineering unit work-
ing on a development project in a remote village. Their
sole aim, he said, was “provoke the security forces™ in
order to undermine progress made toward a general am-
nesty offered by Indonesia.

Much of the letter to President Reagan points to an
Indonesians’ denial of free access to East Timor by the
Internationat Committee of the Red Cross {ICRC).

In his statement, Ambassador Ali Alatas said that the
ICRC operations on East Timor had been suspended due
to the August incident and Indonesian concern for the
safety of ICRC personnel. Western diplomats say the
ICRC made its decision to suspend operations in July of
this year, well before the August incident, because it
could not get access to all the villages where the evalua-
tion of aid requirements would have had to be made.

The ICRC has continued to work on family reunifica-
tion and tracing operations and sends a physician and
nurse to Atauro island off the coast of East Timor to visit
the Timorese being held there. But the ICRC bas yet to
gain access to all prisons on the main island of Timor.

All of this is of interest to the United States, because
the US has sent food and medicine to the island through

., which runs a opment program in a secure
area of the island. The ional letter to President
Reagan said that the absence of the ICRC on the main
island ‘‘becomes even more disquieting’’ in light of a
September report by Amnesty Internationat, Lon-
don-based human rights organization which states that
the Indonesian military has * systematicatly and
persistently in practices of brutality’’ on East Timor.

Chris Pritchard reports from Canberra:

Indonesian and Australian officials say talks between
thetwoeounﬁmlﬂmly&beheldeaﬂyin&ewnew
year to try to e a gap in the ocean boundary een
Australia and Indonesia-ruled East Timor.

Australin has not i the Indonesian
incorporation of East Timor —~ but there have been
strong indications that Canberra is moving toward for-
mal acceptance of the status quo. The belief, according to
Canberra aides, is that good relations with so large a
close neighbor are of paramount concern and that Indo-
nesian control of East Timor ia a fact of life.

The Indonesians blame the Australian press for, as
Jakarta gees it, poisoning the attitnde of Australians to-
wards its Timor policies with charges of genocide against
the native Timorese and sllegations that starvation is
widespread in East Tinor even now.

Recently, however, there's been evidence of change.
An Australian wire ervice reporter has been allowed to
establish a bureau in Jaksrta,

Australia is being pushed by oil companies toward
settling the boundary issue. They point to recent encour-
aging oil finds between Australia and East Timor,
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E. Timor may face food shortage

By Danial Southerland
. Staff correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor

Washington
Still recovering from the famine which
struck only a few years ago. the small for-
mer Portuguese colony of East Timor may

now be [acing new food shortages
In January. it was learned that Monsi-
gnor Martinho da Costa Lopes, the Roman
Catholic bishop of East Timor, sent an ur-
gent appeal to nearby Australia, calling for
aid. He said that a major Indonesian mili-
tary operation on the Southeast Asian island

situation is not critical,” said a US State De-
partment official. The official said that his
information was based on reports from dip-
lomats and members of international orga-
nizations who visited Timor over the past
several months.

As a precautionary measure, however,
the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) helped late last year to fill
several warehouses in Timor with food.

American interest in East Timor stems
from close US tles with Indonesia, the
world's fifth most populous naton. The
Indonesians used America.n weapons in

territory had disrupted plant-
ing, causing food shortages. h
In Austraiia, Indonesian em-
bassy officials denied there was g
a critical need for food on Ti-
mor, but the Australian govern-
ment said that it would give 1000
tons of corn to help avert short-
ages. Australian aid officials
have been requesting direct ac-
cess to the island territory,
which has been largely shut off

=y
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to the outside world since Indo-
nesia annexed it after invading
more than six years ago.

In the United States, Senator F
Paul Tsongas (D) of Massachu-

Indian Ocean

EAST TIMOR

-

setts has drawn attention to East Timor.
Last December. Tsongas referred to early
accounts from Timorese Catholic sources
reporting possible food shortages and an al-
leged -massagre of+Jimorese civilians. On
Feb. 8, Tsongas cited additional information
from Monsignor Lopes. The Senator noted
that there age ol (nternational relief agen-
cies working on East Timor on a full-time
basis and urged that Australia's Catholic
Relief organizdtion be pertnitted to enter
the island to supervise the distribution of the
newly promised Australian aid.

“To the best of our knowledge, the food

their Dec. 1975 invasion.

The US has contributed heavily to inter-
national aid efforts on Timor, providing a
good part of the food which was shipped to
counter the widespread starvation which
followed the Indonesian invasion. In the
view of US officials, the Timorese, who have
their own distinctive identity and language,
never stood a chance of forming a viable
separate state. Critics of US policy dispute
this assertion.

In its recently issued annual reports on
human rights. the US State Department
mentions East Timor about a dozen times,

- Indonesian military operation couid be cause

and states that much of the current interest
in human rights in Indonesia is focused on
allegations of abuses in East Timor. These
include allegations of killings, disappear-
ances, and large-scale detentions. The Indo-
nesian government denies that abuses have
occurred. The State Department says that it
is “difficult to independently confirm or
deny'” the allegations.

What the State Department does say.
however. is that the Indonesians restricted
access to the island to foreign observers
more in 1981 than in 1980. It also says that
East Timorese have left the island more
slowly during the past year. Indeed, accord-
ing to the departiment, only six of the fam- -
ilies in an ICRC program and 47 in an Aus-
tralian program have been allowed to leave
Indonesia since Oct. 15, 1980.

One indicatien that ail is not well on East
Timor came last year from an unlikely
source. Members of the Indonesian-in-
stalled East Timor provincial assembly, in
a report to Indonesia's President SuBiarto,
warned that members of the Indonesian
military were behaving on Timor like *‘comr
quercrs towards a conguered pecple.'’ They
said the assembly was continually receiving
complaints from the Timorese about cor-
ruption and mistreatment by the military,
including torture. In November, the two as-
sembly members who signed the report
were arresied, The State Departiment says
the best available evidence indicates that
they were released by the end of last year.

According to the Reuters news agency,
the document prepared by the Timorese

assemblymen was simil a secret report
compiled recently by priests in Ti-
mor for the Vatican. &

Sen. Tsongas said this and other ingf
tion confirmed his Wiief that,an -
tional presence is needed in Edst Timor to
help protect the civilian populatien from
violence and to distribute food.
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US role in plight of Timor: an issue that won’t go away

Legislators take new interest
in American policy, aid there

By Daniel Southeriand
Staff correspondent of
The Chrishan Science Moaitor

W

A palicy of deliberate indifference to hu-
man rights violations by Lndonesia in the for-
mer Portuguese colony of East Timor is com-
ing back W trouble the US Siate Department

Thanks io part to sporadic press reporis
and the testimony of scholars sudying the
problem, a small but growing oumber of cop-
gressmen is taking an interest in the plght of
the East Timorese.

The congressmen are coocerned. 1o Start
with, because the Indoneswns, mn violation ol
an arms agreement wilh the Unuted Stales.
used AMencan weapons when Lhey myvaded
f.ast 7amar tn December 1975 Hut their con
cern also derives from humanilanan sonkid-
crabions  Widespread starvation followed he
Indoneswuan nvamoe According tu some ac-
counts, it was at one pont of 3 maghitude
comparable to the starvation that has oc-
curred w Cambodia

All of this ls of mote than academic inter-
est because, for one thing, American aid in
the form al food and medicine, now s being
sent, through wnternational organizations. to
East Timar. The question of adequale moni-
1onIng o determine that the aid rexches those
in need 15 a Uve 1\sue. 50 15 the question of
wheiher increased pumbers of Timorese
should be aliowed 1o leave the 1sland.

The Indonesian government blamed the
famibe n East Tumor on hardships allegedly
caused bv Fretilin the Tam
dence movement. The US has pownted o 3
comDEAHGn o factors. including war,
drought, erogion. and deforestation. But refu-

-

Rees and & pumber of other witnesaes trom
the ltland Haelf have blamed the lodonesian
mvagion, which, amne of them say, inchuded a
mmdmmwm

KL Any rale, al one point last year, maore
than 200,000 people, or two-{ifths of the popu-
lation of East Timor, were said by experts to
be aiffering from matmtrition

The Carter administration bas prociatmed
buman right: to be &t the center of its foreign
policy. To find it about meman rights viola-

priest who served lor several years as bead of
the Tunorese refugee , said be
new of oo atlempt by US offictals to seek oul
and wnterview any of the more Lhan 2,000 such
refugess whe have beet lving o Portugal for
the paxl acveral yeary

Even today wilh the magnitude of Lhe
Easgt Tumor problem better known. refugees
foing directly to the State Department ln
Washington with thesr stories find thal most
officials there give the bearfit of the doubt 1o
thw Llndonesians.

“He acted like a lawyer for the Lodane-
sanzs." zaid one refugee Afler talking with a
State Department official recently

The Stale Department some thne ago re-
duced Eagt Timor to ibe status of an ald prob-
lem. Allegations from refugees that Amerd-
can food ald is being diverted lor profit by the
Indopegian military compel State Depart-
metit attention. But one official
that conclusive specifics were lacking in the
refugee accounts. In past situations of this
type. bowever, specifics have not been read-
ily availabie in an atrposphere of military oc-
cupation and intimidabon.

Based on such experiences, cutside ob

———

mervers are led i conclude that what the peo-
pie in East Timor sctuslly think or feel seemns
to be of secondary consequence to most State
Department officials.

What maoy Timorese would like, at least

fe5 and scholars working on the subject. is
the departure of the Indopesians and control
gver their own altairs, The Tunorese identity
and languages are distinct from those of the
Lndumesians.

But in deferring (o Indonesia on this s,
the Carter administration. ilke the Ford ad-
ministration before i, appears to have placed

The State Department some
time ago reduced East
Timor to aid-probiem status.

mmm;mnumly
oo of Lhe great nabions of the world,

US palicy toward East Timeor has been
madie for the most part by the State Depart-
ment's Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Al-
tairs, beaded by Mr. Holbrooke. The bureau

when East Timor policy was Hrst set by the
Carter administrating.

However, i was Ms. Denan pot Mr
Holbrooke, who was in the position of having
to answer questions abot East Timoe, amang
olber subjects, at 2 recent congressonal
hearing. Mr. Holbrooke let it be known he was
too busy preparing for & rip Lo appear a8 the
Feb. § baaring. He did have tbe time. how:
ever, to play host at & hlack-tic dinner later
Iﬁlumeuy

Recendly, Mz Derian’s bureau has begun
totake & mare actyve inlerest in East Timor

US Rep Matthew McHugh (D) of New
Yore tus proposed bolding new hearings on
the maovdtonng of foxd distribution in Exst V-
o that would bring in more withesses trom
outyuic the Statr Department.

Fuep. Tony Hall {D) of Ohio plans Laterthis
week 10 introduce an amendment Lo the for-
eign ald bill which would urge Indooesia to al-
low the press and inlernational relief agen-
cies freer access o East Timor The
resolution als would call on the Indonesians
Lo permit treer emigration from Eaxt Timor

Rep. Lester Wolfl (D} of New York. char-
| man of the House subeommitioe on Asian and
Pacific affatrs, recently returned trom a bref
mmwmwmmmwuu

{ood mituation o the Lerritory bad apparently
improved, more medica) supplics and person-
nel were needed.

Toe Indonesian goverament claims to
bave croalsd no obstacied ty the departure of
Tinorese who want to join {amily members
living it Australia and Portugal But Austry-

Tunorese leave the island for fear that they
might publicite what has bappened there
Access to East Timor by the oews media
remains limited, -
The origins of American policy can be
traced to a 1973 visit to Indonests by Pren:

China, the day before the invazion of East Ty
mar accurTad

Brent Scoweraft. ae Alr Force generat who
was President Ford's aational security ad-
visar at the time, sald the President and Sec-
retary Kissinger did ool encourage the inva
whon but also did oot appose it

"1 goces 1t was fundamentally & matter of
recognizing reality,** said General Scoweroht
*'We really had no reasnable options. It
mande no sense to antagonize the ndosesians
.. . Engt Thnor was pot a viable entity ”” =~

General Scowcraft and other officiats, past
and present, contend that the US did suspend
military saquipment deliveries to Indonecs

pert oo Indouegia, the record shows that ai
least four separate offers of military equip-
ment, teeded mainly for American-supplied
“counteribaurgency’’ atteraft. were made o
Indonesia during the clabrved petiod of mus-
pamiion, Prolessor Anderson also angues with
the assertion that East Tinor was incapabie
of being setf-sopporting.

A State Departmenst afficial, who asited to
remain utidentified said Secretary Kisginger
adopted a policy that was sppartive of lado-
tesia o the East Timor question, in part be-
cause of uncertainties crested in Southeast
Axia in 1975 by the {ail of Saigon. Indonesis re
mained a staunch and powerful friend i a sea
of turmell. And, be sald, the Carter adminis-
tration decided i did not want to “get tato a
contest® with Mr. Kissinger over this. But the
official added that both admunistrations un
derestimated Timorese resistance o the
tnvasion.

*The Indonesians codn’t hamdle it, bat
they didn't want to let peaple Inow how much
they'd botched things,"™ this alficial sald. *'So
they just ket people starve. '

“We docided: Let's focus on the haman
tanan probéems and (T to get people in there
“But this shoves 2

glect,” said another State Departmen: offi
cial. “[t's been & policy of malign neglert
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The News )

OPINION

Timor and
pragmatism

I T is so easy to fall to a pragmatic line
over the continued Indonesian oc-
cupation of East Timor.

Chief Minisier. Paul Everingham, ance a stri-
dent supporter of the independent movement,
showed just how easy with a statement released
yesterday acknowledging Indonesian sovereign-
ty and depioring continued violence.

It was an untimely slap in the face for visiting
Fretilin representative, Jose Ramos Horta.

Unfortunately tor Mr Horta and the Timorese
people, it is an attitude adopted by successive
Australian governmenis, the Labor Party and an
increasing number of Australians.

Indenesia is @ major market for Territory
goods and produce with enormous polential for
expansion.

There is also the continuing delicate debate
over the dividing line between the two countries
in the Timor Sea.

Resolution of that issue is vital for off-shore oil
exploration where reserves are estimated to ap-
proach those of Bass Strait.

The Indonesians have made it plain they will
not tolerate criticism of their policies or, as
Foreign Minister, Dr Machtar, spelled out lasi
week, Australia’s “continued carping” on East
Timor.

There Is an implied threat to Australia’s com-
mercial interests if the Indonesian concept of
democracy is not meekly accepted and
acknowledged.

But the fact remains that 300 000 Timorese do
not accept Indonesian domination.

This country owes the Timorese an enormous
debt for protecting and supporting Australian
armed forces during the Japanese occupation —
at enormous cost fo themselves,

For nearty 10 years now Indonesian domina-
tion of East Timor has resuited in oppression and
brutality.

Politically there is the lesson of Neville
Chamberlain's "“peace in our time" debacle
almost 50 years ago. Must Australia grovel io a
pragmatism which is far removed from long-
cherished ideals in the name of sell-interest and
““anti-communism*'?

Events in Papua New Guinea clearly show the
tutility of the policy of appeasing Indonesia.

Ausiralians don‘t forget their mates and they
don’t back down in the face of buily-boy tactics.

And that should be the clear and unequivocal
messaqe to the indonesians over East Timor.

— - -
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] Mr Horta

hits at
‘spies’
Darwin's E
) [ asi
Timorese community
suﬂgred harassment
and intimidation from
Indonesiun **spies"”
:i:;sed ::) the Indone-
n Jonsulate
Darwin, -~
East Timor's
b‘asgador to the Un?t::nd'
}r;::.lt.;lc:ns}:l Mr  Jose
os Horta, :
in ﬁarwm mda;éld g
r Horta said
Stuart Park-based cgt‘:
sulate was overstaffed
:._nd the consul-genera)
asa Bakin (Indonesia

official inteli
1
network ) colonel.gence

Meeting

He said there
i we
g(l’s;gne}wo lieutenu.n?-?
S work
CO;ISUIHIG. REAL the
Ir Horta saj
timidation l.acli:'(.: ::
cluded the laking of
photugraphs at
demonstrations and
public meetings,
‘““There is no
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Fretilin man hits
at Indon ‘spies’

® From Page I

viotence. Thatisnot the
tactic they use.” he
said.

‘““Whenever thereisa
demonstration or
public meeting, they
show up to take
photographs, which is
intimida«ing.

“They send the
photographs to Batik to
identify members of
relatives of people in
East Timor.

«BackinEast Timor.
the relatives are called
in by the military and

- warned to write to their
relatives in Darwinand
Sydney and tell them to
be careful, or
sometimes they just
disappear.’

Mr Horta said a re-
cent case of intimida-
tion was the effort by
the consulate tostopthe
East Timoarese com-
munity from dancingat
the Shell Folkloric con-
cert during the
Bougainvillea

* Festival.

“They tried to stop
them from performing
under the name of East
Timor and tv use In-
donesia instead.”

Mr Horta's tour co-
ordinator, Mr Rob
Wes'ev-Smith, sald the
cansulate also
momtored radio
messages sent from
East Timor.

“We will register our
strongesl protesis
about their activities 1o
the Federal Govern-
ment in the hope Lhat
the Governmen! will
take action,”* Mr Horta

said.

He saig thev would
not call for the closure
of the consulate

Mr Horla h(:]*m M austratian
NE menistortheirpohieyof

Australii

a potential watering-
down, during the July
ALP national con-
ference. of the policy of
self-determination and
independence for East
Timorese people.

He said he had
received tremendous
warmthand hospitality
trom the people he had
spoken to

He said Mr Hayden
was very friendly and
warm on a personal
level, but the official
line was yery
nepgative.”

““There s no dif-
ference from the
previous Government,
despite the fact that the
ALP Governmenthasa
mandate n the party,””
he said

1t is very disappoin.
ting. There is nothing
that thevhavedoneona
humanitanan level."'

Mr Horta sald he was
confident since talking
to MPs that the Timoer
policy would now be
upheld, despite an n-
dication of ‘‘sofmn-
breness’’ within the
party before his
arrival.

Iiast Timorese peo-
ple would continue to
fight for recognition
even if the Australian
Government did not
support them at the
United Nations, he
salid.

*'1t is not because of
another Australian act
of betraval thal we are
going to be frightened
and give up

TN e want
Austraha's diplomatic
and political support,
but it we don't get it we
won'l giveup "

He  was  Strongly
critical o1 the past
govern:

public meelings, lobby- -

I wsement and e
ing members of Parlia. dgp.ft:mom af Indone
ment and talking 1o the g p nactinties. which
nrecs in A1 eLfOFLLOSLOP (.., cuw are ROW SLEONE-

ly affected by the situa- Foreign Affairs said 1
tion in Wesl 1rian and was the reason for the
New Guinea. cancellation.’

**Their attitudes He said a recent
have encouraged the statement by the
Indonesians to be more Forelgn Minister, Dr
aggressive in relation Mochtar, made it quite
to Papua New Guinud. clear military ac-

~] blame Michae! tivities werethe reason
somare (Papua New for the cancellation.
Guinean Prime Mr Mochtar's siate-
Minister} because of ment was ‘‘Sometimes
his mediocre politics. g cancellation is made

“He has learnt too because of a military
much 100 well from spwation,” Mr Horta
Australian Foreign Af- gaid.
fairs teachers,tobe un  Mr Horta said hun-
appeaser.”’ he said dreds of people were

“11 is such policies dying each week in
which make Papua East Timor both from
New Guinea a non- fighting and
entitv and a joke at the starvation.

United Nations. - The International

Recent press reporis
that the cancellation of Council of the Red
an Australian delega. CTOS% has not been
tion to Timor was caus. there since lust July
ed by Mr Horta's visit and tnere are no inter-
here. were denied by n_a.uonal aid organisa-

tions in East Timor at

him.
“Fourteen thousand P";{ﬁfﬂl-

Indonesian troops laun-

ched an offensive atthe Frelilin was stronger

end of Mav. That is the and more organised

Toason that led 1o the than ever. and had the
full support of the

cancellation.’ he said
*It 15 so pathetic that population.

Horta said



PB61 ‘61 BUNT *ARPSIN | "SMAN LN3YL—9

s

J¥FNIN
¢ SN ¢SS




*
Page 2-The Sun. Monday, sy 2, 1984

By CARINA BRUCE

AUSTRALIA will not be
bluffed into changing its
position on East Timor,
according to the Foreign
Minister, Mr Hayden.

“Australlans don't bluff easily,
nor dees this Government and
nor do 1I,” he said yesterdsay.

Mr Hayden had been asked
about recent comments made by
his Indonesian counterpart Dr
Mochtar, who said last week that
ties between Australia and In-
donesia should be downgraded
because of strain over the East
Timeor issue.

Mr Hayden said Australia
should be “mature enough to
accept commentary from people
like Dr Mochtar.”

But he added: “It wasn't my
impression that he was
threatening.”

A relaxed Mr Hayden, fresh
from the Queenstand AL P con-
ference, said in Melbourne he
didn't think Dr Mochtar wanted
diplomatic representation re-

Hayden firm

on fTimor

duced, "but perhaps the intensity
of the exchanges which have
taken place.”

“He was talking more in terms
of a cool-off.”

And Mr Hayden said that
“somewhat like an octogenarian
bridegroom.” he was looking for-
ward to talks with Dr Mochtar in
Indonesia next month. although
he didn't know “what sort of
decision we'll get out of the fed-
eral conference.”

Mr Hayden vesterday
announced a total of $1.59 mullion
in grants to East Timor.

He said $1 million would be
given to the international com-
mittee of the Red Cross to help it
carry out its traditional care and
protection services.

And the United Nations Chil-
dren's Fund would get $3580.000
for the provision of basie nutri-

tion, health and education
services for mothers. cnildren and
their famlies in East Timor.

Mr Hayden sald Australia had
provided more than $3.5 million
for relief programs in East Timor.

“Total Australian Government
assistance to the people of East
Timor since 1875 now stands at
approximately $8.3 milllon,” he
said.

Australia would continue to
give sympathetic considetration to
requests to help the people of
East Timor.

Mr Hayden would not be drawn
Into predicting the outcome of
any of the issues to come before
the federal AL P conference in
Canberra next week.

But he was keen to point out
that Australia’'s stand on East
Timor was “consistent with AL P
policy.”

‘Blind eye on tragedy’

BY LEIGH McCLUSKY

THE Government was occused

yesterday of “turning a blind
to the tragedy of East Timor,"

The Fretilin representative to

United Nations. Mr Jose Ramos Horta.
attacked the Hawke Government for

“cowardly ignoring’ the plight of
East Timorese people.

“They are so concerned with
humanitarian rights elsewhere in the
world, why not East Timor?"” he asked. §

Mr Horta was at a meeting in Fitzroy 13#
to rally support for East Timor before :
it comes up at the ALP national

conference next week.

determination.

His speech was interrupted by
constant bursts of applause and
followed by 8 standing ovation
from the mixed audience,

“The people of East Timor are
more determined, better organ-
ised and prepared to fight harder
for thei. rights,” he said.

Mr Horta told the meeting he
had been told of startling new
evidence about the deaths of five
newsmen in the East Timorese
tl)g_}'ger town of Balibo in October

Almost 1000 people crammed Cen-
tral Hall, in Brunswick St., to hear Mr t:
Horta speak about East Timor's 10- &
vear battle with Indonesia for self-

eye K '-:
the (3

the §

® MR HORTA

“Those five newsmen were mur-
dered in cold blood by the Indone-
sian army,” he said,

“One witness told me last night
he saw Indonesian commandos
tying up one of them. whom he
described as tall and heavy-set,

“The Indonesian soldiers stood
around laughing because hewasa
good target and then they prac-
tised throwing knives at him.

“That was how he was killed, his
bo%y riddled with knives,” he
said.

! _Mr Horta accused the Australian

Government of covering up the

tragedy.

He said he and other Fretilin repre-
sentatjves had refused to talk about
the murders for fear of being accused
of exploiting it to political aavantage.

“But we can no longer be stlent. As
cne of the relatives of the murdered
rewsmen said to me the cther day
“The silence is Killing them again'.”

Mr Hotta said it was time for Austra-
lians to call for a thorough Govern-
ment investigation into the murders.

“It is amazing, pathetic and tragic to
see how this Government of yours, this
Sl country of yours, have engaged in such

@8l 3 gross, cowardly cover-up of the
killing of your own people.” he said.

Mr Horta sald despite the wishful
thinking of many politicians, the issue
of East Timor would not go away.

“Anyone with an inch of decen-
cy, anyone with an inch of in-
Afmy in this counu'y within the

P. Liberal Party or Country
Party cannot lﬁnore the tragedy
that is taking place just 365 miles
north of Darwin,” he said.

“We have not asked Australia to
recognise the Fretilin movement
or send troops.

“All we have asked i5 that it live
up to Its responsibilities as the
leading power in the region, as a
western democracy and our
closest neighbor.”



Friday, July 13, 1984

The Zudney FHorning “@%ﬁ

—

o 4 : :
0 45,722 First Published 1831 Telephone: Editorial 282 2822; Genera 1282 2833; Classifieds 2821122  30cents® wmumnmm




D g » L

i

8y ROBERT THOMSON

Denim-clad diplomat Jose
Horta, the Fretilin representative
with 4 roving commussion, says he
has given almost 90 interviews
since artiving i Australia six
weeks ago, but still his media
appetite 15 not sated.

“I have been telling people that
1o attcact the greatest amount of
attention [ will dress up like Boy
George next tme. It is the onlv
way (o get on the front page ol The
Svdnev Morning Herald,” said Mr
Horta, 34, who travels on a
Mozambique diplomatic passport
and is the Fretilin observer at the
United Nations.

He does not have Australian
Government recognition, but has
met, as a private individual, the
Foreign Minister, Mr Hayden,
and the Opposition Leader, Mr
Peacock.

He has also had breakfast with
Labaor lawyvers, mer Catholic bish-
ops and lost count of the number
of speeches he has delivered.

The ALP National Conference
decision actively to support inter-
national initiatives to settle the
Timor prublem was the climax of
his stay, which ends on Monday
when he returns 1o his New York
base.

He described his Canberra
lobbying experience as the art of

Ambassador Jose’s travel

sy

Mr Jose Horta at Liverpool ... his peripatetic life is spent i

head-counting. *It was the most
interesung, active cattle auction |
have attended.”

As for the resolution Mr Hay-
den took with him to Indonesia:
*It was a very significant decision.
We have achieved a great deal in
Australia. There has been far more
notice than ever before. far more
hot debaie than even uranium and
foreign bases.™

Mr Hona's return passage to
Austrahia was (inanced bv the
Government of Cape Verde, an
archipelago off the west coast of
Africa. The marnage was fash-
ioned rom the Portuguese con-
nection — East Timor and Cape
Verde are former Portuguese colo-
nies.

At the UN, the penpatetic Mr
Hona — who has spent between
three 10 six months travelling each
vear since the Indonesian inva-
sion of East Timor in late 1975 —
does part-time work for Mozam-
bique, Angola and Brazil to help
earn his keep.

He has discussed East Timor's
plight with the French President,
Mr Mitterrand, and numerous
ministers from Western Europe.
Singer Joan Baez is said 1o be a
good friend.

In Australia, he has struck up
some curious friendships. Mr

Peacock is a “decent man™,
according to Mr Hona, who was
refused a visa to enter Australia in
1982 by the Fraser Government.

He also claims to have the car of
the Tasmamian Liberal Mr
Michael Hodgman. These rela-
tionships show that the East
Timor issue, often associaied with
the interests of the Left. crosses
factional and party lines, he says,

“Andrew Peacock was very
friendly. He was warm. He is a
very bright individual. It 15 a pity
that he is weak as a pohitical leader
because he 1s a very decent man.”

When he arrived in Melbourne
on May 28, Mr Horna had “no
money”™.

Donations from supporters of
the independence cause have
bought his plane tickets around
Australia, and kept the publicity
machine churning out pamphlets.
A public meeting in the inner
Melbourne suburb of Fitzroy
raised about S1.300 toward his
estimated 54.000 expenses.

*I have not had 1o stay in hotels.
The people in each city have
looked after me and given me
meals,” said Mr Ramos-Horta,
who will stay at his brother-in-
law’s Liverpool home until Mon-
day.

In a 14-day period last month,

Iing independence show

n such places

he visited Canberra, Newcastle,
Brisbane, Darwin, Perth and Ade-
laide. giving speeches and holding
the mandatory press conierence:
“When | got back to Melbourne |
had laryngitis because | had done
so much speaking.”

He has addressed organisations
ranging from Community Aid
Abroad to the Australian Institute
for International Affairs, and was
a guest of honour at the opening
of an Adelaide photography exhi-
bition with an East Timor theme.

As well as his East Timor
consciousness-raising, he has been
trving to unite the Timorese
community in Australia, and will
spend the coming days negotiat-
ing with Left and Right groups.

"It is very important to unite the
East Timorese. There are no more
difTerences than within the ALP.
They all want independence, but
some don’t like Fretilin. Qur plan
is to launch a united conference
by Anzac Day next year,” he said.

“If we are well organised, we
can influence elections in some
areas. We can carry some political
weight.”

To further that end. he plans to
return to Australia next year, and
hopes to bring, among others,
Joan Baez — and “maybe Boy
George™.
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Fretilin’s one-man
diplomatic force

Fretilin's official observer at the UN, Mr Jose Ramos Horta, is back in
Australia after being banned nearly eight years ogo by the Fraser
government. His visit coincides with the ALP State conferences and he is
here to lobby for a reassessment of Australia's position on East Timor.

JOSE Ramos Horta is & one-
man diplomatic mission. He is
Fretilin's official observer at
the United Nations. Financed
by Mozambique and Angola,
he holds a part-time job as an
interpreter (o make ends
meet.

At the UN Horta regularly
meets heads of states and for-
eign ministers and once had
an informal discussion with
the Indonesian Foreign Minis-
ter, Dr Mochtar — at a time
when the Fraser government
refused him entry to Aus-
tralia.

According to Horta, the two
had a friendly discussion and
Horta enjoyed the ironv of
talking to the representative
of the country with which he
is at war while being banned
from Australia, the country
which the people of East
‘Timor look to for salvation.

The two agreed to differ but
Horta, who considers Mochtar
“a good man”, told him that
the situation i East Timor
was out of his and President
Suharto's contral. He told
Mochtar it was the “turf” —
Horta has picked up State
department lingo in Washing-
ton — of General Benny Murd-
ani, a man Horta decribes as &
Pyschopath and compares
withh El Salvadoran extreme
rightist and death-squad lead-
er, Roberto d'Aubuisson.

“Mochtar acknowledged the
problems and said the Indone-
sians were trying to do their
best.” he said.

Closer to home, Horta is
critical of Mr Gough Whitlam
but admires the Pritne Minis-
ter, Mr Hawke, atiother “good
man” who, while president of
the ACTU, privately expressed
to Horta his support for East
Timor's independence. Horta
believes Mr Hawke still holds
the same view.

“He was very sympathetic
and very opposed to the Indo-
nesian actions,” Horta ¢lalms,

“I think deep down he sup-
ports an independent Fast
‘Timor. Hawke is not like Whit-
lam. He is very sensitive to
small states, as he has shown
with Israel”

Horta still belleves pressure
from the rank and file of the
Labor Party will force the
Government to reassess
Australia’s relationship with
Indonesia.

DAVID HIRST reports:

will not deal with any of its
representatives,

“To be fair to the ALP, I
would like to say that the cul-
prit is the foreign affairs' di-
plomats and bureaucrats. The
Australian Foreign Affairs
Department is very entrench-
ed. with no tnput by outside
parties. This is unlike the situ-
ation in the US, where Con-
gress and commuttees have a
vast input in the making of
foreign poticy.

*The peopie who control for-
eign affairs mix only with the
Indonesian top military and
the big money men and so
they have no understanding of
Indonesian society. They re-
tlect the short-term interests
of the Indonesian military
elite.

“They are naive and it is very
easy for an Asian to charm
them with warmth and hospi-
tality and then cynically
manipulate them.

Hawke
expressed
support

Horta sees the border con-
flict between Indonesia and
Papua New Guinea, particu-
lary over the past few months,
as being an important factor
in lelping the Federal Gov-
ernment develop a more criti-
cal attitude to Indonesia.

“It Is & constant reminder
that Indonesia did not stop 1in
East Timor and will continue
to press through with a milita-
ristic and expansionist policy.

“I believe there is an awak-
ening on the part of Austral-
ian politicians about the disas-
trous results of appeasement
of Indonesia.”

There i5s little difference in
the situation in East Timor
now from what it has been for
the past nine years. At the mo-
ment it is compounded by the
fact that of the many wars
being fought throughout the
world it is the only country
where 8 major conflict is going
on with not a single humani-
tarian organisation sassisting
the victims,

*“The Indonesian Red Cross
has been banned since Julv

Mr HORTA. ., return visit

“The Indonesian troops have
an overwhelming supenority.
but do not have the support of
the people.

“Fretilln relies on the sup- .
port of half a mullion peopie
tor logistical. political and in-
telligence back-up.

“The Indonesians have been
saying for vears we have only
a few hundred troops, but how
has Fretilin managed to e
down 20,000 to 30.000 troops
backed by helicopters and
armored vechicles.”

And. according to Horta,
Fretilin is stronger, more ex-
perienced, better organised
and more etfective then ever
before.

In spite of Fretilin's embatt-
lad situation Horta rematns
optimistic about the war, It is
generzlly conceded there i3
some division In Indonesian
military circles about the fail-
ure {o destroy Fretilin after
nine years. Horta hopes the
politiea! star of General Murd-
ani is waning.

Murdani is a Catholle in an
overwhelmingly Moslem coun-
try and Horta claims his quick
rise to commander-in-chief of
the army has alienated many
members of the elita,

His failure with scorched
earth-type tactics have,
according to Horta, given his
enemies & chance to move
against him and with his re-
placement Horta hopes Ja-
karta will finally accept a
political solution.

“Murdan! is desperately try-
ing to show he has earned his
stars. He has been a major
force in getting Indonesis into
this meas.” he said,

“The other officers are ask-
ing some very tough questions,
but because Fretilin has
frustrated Murdani's ambi-
tions he has taken personal

FAUANDS acainet Tact Minaws
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Fretilin: Hayden

move

By NIKI SAVVA

ACCEPTANCE of the
Hayden resolution to go to
the conference on Wednes-
day would be a sell-out of the
East Timorese, the Fretslin
representative at the United
Nations, Mr Jose Ramos
Horta sajd yesterday.

Mr Horta said the draft reso-
lution being put forward by
the Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs, Mr Hayden, was groasly
misleading andd inadequate.

He also said the visit by
Australia’s ambassador in
Jakarta, Mr Rawson Dal-
rymple, to East Timor was
ridiculous. and Mr Dalrymple
had been treated like a house-
cleaning boy by the Indo-
nesians.

Mr Horta distributed copies
of Mr Hayden's draft resolu-
tion. which expresses concern
over Indonesia's ihcorporation
of the island without any act
of self-deterrunation by the
East Timorese, and also ex-
presses concern over conflic-
ting reports of the humanitar-
ian situation in East Timor.

It calls on Indonesian to
allow an independent inter-
national mission to go to the
terntory with free access Lo
make an impariial report on
conditions there,

Mr Hayden's motion. which
represents a considerable
soitening of policy, does not
mention recognition of Indo-
nesia's soverelgnty. but leaves
the way clear for the Govern-
ment to continue recognition.

Present policy calls for with-
drawal of recognition granted
by the former Fraser govern-
ment, support for East Timo-
rese self-determination moves,
and suspension of military aid
to Indonesia.

The Left has been pushing
for the withdrawal of recogni-
tion, self-determination, an

Me HAYDEN . ., draft likely
to become policy

intermational peace confer-
ence and the establishment of
a Fretilin oifice here.

Meetings of the Foreign Af-
fairs and Defence Platform
Committee had falled to reach
any compromise.

Another meeting of the com-
mittee at lunchtime yesterday
also failed to reach a compro-
mise, and both sides seem de-
termined to take their respec-
tive cases, without modifica-
tion, to the conference floor.

Mr Horta said all he wanted
from Australia was afftrma-
tion of East Timor's right to
self-determination,

He said the East Timorese
did not expect Australia to
sacrifice good relations with
Indonesia.

He rejected suggestions by
Mr Hayden that a strong reso-
lution on Timor would be a
disservice to the East
Timorese.

“As much as I can sympa-
thise with Mr Hayden's desire
to appease the Indonesian
death squad leaders such as
General Benny Murdani, we
are not prepared to be sacri-

a sell-out

flced on the altar of Mr Hay-
den's servility towards the
Indonesians,” he said.

Mr Hayden's resolution,
which seems certain to be-
come ALP policy, is headed.
East Timor, and states:

“The Labor Party recognises
the vital importance of devel-
oping a closer, more under-
standing, realistic and produc-
tive relationship between Aus-
tralla and Indonesia, based on
8 more sensitive and better
appreciation of the shared
aspirations. as well as the his-
torical, political and cultural
differences, between the two
countries,

“The Labor Party expresses
its concern at the state of the
relationship between Aus-
tralia and Indonesia, which it
acknowledges is not in a con-
dition approprnate to two
neighbouring states, with
many shared interests and
international commitments of
fundamental importance to
regional security and social
and economic progress.

“The ALFP calls for the
broadening of cultural. politi-
cal and economic ties between
the two countries. and for the
opening of the widest possible
dialogue between appropriate
interested groups in the Aust.
rallan and Indonesian com-
munities on questions on
which there are differences, as
well as on shared concerns in
relation to regional and giobal
issues.

“The ALP supports the aim
of advancing Indonesia’s over-
all socisl-economic develop-
ment as rapidly as possible, in
particular the urgent need to
improve the llving conditions
of the general popuiation.

“The ALP expresses its con-
tinuing concern at the situs-
tlon in East Timor, particu-
larly its officially stated objec-
tion to the fact that the for-
mer Portuguese colony was in-
corporated without the East
Timorese people having been
given an adequate oportunity
to express their own wishes
through an internationaily
supervised act of self-deter-
mination.

“The ALP expresses its con-
cern  av conflicting repors
about the humanitarian situa-
tion in East Timor, and calls
on the Indonesian Govern-
ment to allow an independent
international mission to enter
the territary, with free access,
{‘n orderdtolmmke an indepen-

ent an partial report on
conditions there.”




Villages wiped out

e

Current maps of East Timor
are outdated because many of the
villages marked on them have
been wiped out, s leader of the
East Timor independence move-
ment Fretilin said in Sydsey
vesterdsy.

He said Indonesia had launched
a2 oew offensive in the former
Portuguese colony with between
20,000 and 30.000 troops.

“Recently. a friend of mine
travelied by helicopter from south
10 east looking for the villapes he
koew. He saw omly empty spaces
sod houses which had been burnt
down,” he said.

The speaker. Mr Jose Ramos
Horta. Fretilin's represeatative st
the United Nations, was address-
jog an simost-packed hali a1 the
NSW lnstituie of Technologh.

He said he hoped the ALP
pational conference next month
would reflect the strong public
support he had received in Sydnry
by coalinuing 10 voice its commil-
ment to Lasi Tumor or by putting
forward a {resh resolution 10 take
diplomatic imitistive.

, F

———

“The Sydney Morning Herald, Monday, June 4 1984

retilin leader claims-

Mr Horta said that since his
Jast visit to Australia in 1976 (he
was refused entry into Australis
under the Fraser Government in
1952} he had noticed a significant
jncrease in Australians’ interest in
East Timor.

He was especislly critical of the
Department of Foreign Affairs
snd the Jack of Government
initistive on the issue.

He decribed the department as
being “transfixed by Jakarta
generals™.

“} believe a sociclogist would
better explain the Australian
attitude,” be said.

Mr Horta said be was asking
the Australian Goveroment to do
nothing more than take the
initiative in organising a peace
conference. He believed this
would not damage Australisa-In-
donesizn relations.

“We would want Australis to
support the United Nations reso-
lution in 1982 to call a peace
conference with no set agenda, no
pre-conditions =nd invite all
parties or countries in the region.”
he said.

e —

s

kcture by GERRI

Mr Jose Ramos Horta speaking in Sydney yesterday ... support growing for East Timor.

Mr Horta said he had noticed
that more nations, including the
United States, were pow sympa-
thetic to East Timor.

“So Australias would not be
alone. We do not understand why
Australia would shy away from a
role that would gain them pres-
tige.”

Yesterday's meeting was
chaired by the former Deputy
Premier of NSW, Mr Jack
Ferguson, and the speakers were
the Deputy Leader of the Austra-
jian Democrats, Semator Colin
Mason, Sister Disna Santleben
for Christians in Solidarity with
East Timor, and Mr John Birch
for the Australisn Council For
Overseas Aid. ‘

Mr Birch said the East Timor
issue was s trapedy lor Australis.

*1t is » tragedy in foreign policy
because it shows we have Bo
foreign policy at all. We have
continualiv had a foreign policy
which reflects the United States,
Great Britmin, and lodomesia.
Never has Australia had a foreign
policy which reflects itsell.™ he
said.
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WORLD NEWS

"Voice of Fretilin

Governments have been trying
to silence Jose Ramos-Horta for
more than 14 of his 34 years.

In 1970 he was expelled from East Timor

by the former Portuguese colonial
authorities for publicly criticising thelr
maladminiatration of the territory.
. In 1975 he was on the Indonesian
, Ammy's assassination list as one of the
leading Fretllin independence fighters —
but was able to escape just ahead of the
Indonesian invasion of Bast Timor to act
as the liberation movement's chief intar-
national spokesman at the UN.

S0 well has he performed this task that
the Indonesian Government has sought to
bribe him into silepce by offering him the
governorship of East Timor! turned
down the latest of such offers, in 1881, with
the same an contempt he had dis-
played tow eariler approaches.

Right pow, the Hawke Government
would no doubt like to buy Mr Ramos-
Horta's silence because he s proving a
considerable embarrassment to it as he
whistle-stops around Australia drumming
up support for the Fretllin cause.

The embarrassment arises on two
fronts; Mr Ramos-Horta's well-publiclsed
odyssey curnplicates Canberra's relations
with indonesia; it siso fuels the debate

Fretitin spokesman Mr
Ramos-Horta talks of Indone-
sia's battle to subdue East
Timor, in an interview with
foreign editor BILL GUY.

within the ALP on East Timor, giving the
Labor Left a useful vamen.wznw buost
ahead of the conflict on this issue that will
be aired at next month's party conference.

From all this, it might seem that Mr
Ramos-Horta i8 a rabble-rousing extrem-
ist — a label his Indonesian enemies
certainly tried to pin on him in the past.

On the contrary, he is a calm, highly
articulute moderute. Of mixed
Portuguese-East Timorese parentage, he
was brought up as a Roman Catholic and
still counts himself u Christian. As for his
political Ildeology, he told me when he

¢ through Adelaide Lhis week Lhat
ﬁ saw himself as “a Boctal Democrat In
the manner of Olaf Palme, Mitterrand, or
Willi Brandt, but not.” he udded in a wry
afterthought, “of Boh Hawke."

1 asked him how he had managed to
mamtain his faith in the Fretilin cause
when the progmatist might argue that
East Tumor's incorporation Into Indonesia
was now a fait accompli and there was no

way the Jukurts generals would release
therr grip on the territory.

“But 1t is becguse I am a pragmatist
that T mmntain my fujth,” he countered.
“Fretuin fighters are already creating
great problems for the Indonesians. In
time, they will make East Timor too hol to
handie and Indonesia will be forced to
make concessions.”

He »aid that although Indonesia tried to
diamiss the Fretilin guenllas as a rag-1a;
army of munor nulsance value, the fac
was that they were tylng down 14,000
Indonesian troops who were fighting a
_Esm_g..:u in tryuag to Oush the libera-
tion furces out of the mountains.

There were 3000 Fretilin men under
arms and they had the overwhelming
support of the Enst Tunorese population.

What role did Mr Ramos-Horta see us
playing to help the Fretilin fight?

“Many nations,” he said, “are looking to
Australia, as Indonesin's nearest major
neighbor, o give a lead on East Timor. If
Australia were officially to call for an
intemational conference on the issue,
there would be plenty of support. Then
the pressure would really be on Jakarta.”

As we parted, Mr Ramos-Horta said:
»Perhaps next time we meet, it willbeina
free East Timor.” Such Is faith
PAGE 12 — Mr Ramos-Horta opens
display.

| 4 B

Mr Ramos-Horta ... a Tole for Austrulia.

o

E. Timor visit on

JAKARTA, Wednesday — Indunesia will
allow a Inct-finding visit to East Timorby a
three-member delegation from the Austra-
lian Embassy, a Foreign Ministry spokes-
man confirmed today. He said the visit was
likely Lo tnke place early next week. — AFP

—
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East Timor
proposal
‘sellout’

A motion on East Timor being
proposed by the Minister for For-
cign Affairs. Mr Havden, was a
“complete scliout” of the FEast
Timorese, the Fretilin resistance
movement's United Nations repre-
sentative, Mr Jose Ramos Horta,
said vesterday.

While Labor Party facuons con-
tinued to argue over a motion on the
sensitive 1ssue, Mr Horta made it
plain that Fretilin would continue
its fight for sefi-determination in
East Timor beyond tomorrow, when
the conference is expecied to debate
the tssue, :

A conference on East Timor was
being planned for the end of the
year, and the 10,000 East Timorese
fiving in Australia were “prepared 1o
chailcnge the politicians and the
partics”, Mr Horta said.

A draft motion being proposed by
Mr Hayden concenirated on Aus-
traha-indonesia refalions, fajled to
acknowledge the human tragedy in
East Timor. and made no mention
of self-determination.

The mouion s believed 1o ad-
vecate strongly that Australia couid
better serve the peopic of East
Timor through access 10 the terri-
tory given through good relatons
with Indonesia,

Mr Hona's last-minute lobbying
effort comes amid continued ALP
faction meetings leading uwp 10
lomorrow's vole,

Party sources said the lefi wing
was still adamant that it would not
accept any motion which either re-
cognised Indonesia’s takcover of
East Timor or did not spectfically
call for sclf-determinanion.

Mr Hayden has refused 10 accept
either of these points.

Mr Horta 1old a Canberra press
conference that Mr Hayden's sug-
gestions about helping the Eag
Timoresc through access 1o the 15~
land was “‘nonscnse™,

“We are not prepared 10 be sacri-
ficed on the altar of Mr Havden's
civility to the Indonesians.™ he said.

Mr Hona has also condemned the
Just-completed visit w0 East Timar
by Austraha's Ambassador 10 Indo-
nesia. Mr Rawdon Dalrvmple. Mr
Dalrympic had said 1 s report
that the visit was “1oo narrow™ be.
cause authorities would not let him
visit areas outside Dils,

Mr Hona sad the fact-finding
mission had 1o be seen for what o
was — “a clumsy cffort by the
Foreign Affairs Department to pamnt
a rosy piciure”,

He circulated a letter 10 all con-
ference delegates. calling for a strong
resolution backing East Timorese
scli-determination.



Horta dismisses envoy’s
East Timor visit as bid
to gloss over problem

FRETILIN representative. Mr Jose Ramos
llona, yesierday Taunchied a scathing attack
on the Australian Ambassador 10 Indonesia
and bis cuerent vist o Kast Timor.

Mr Horta said the ambassador, Mr Raw-
don Dalrymple, had a well-known record of
opposihion to self-determination Tor the Fas
Timorese peaple and was a strong supporter
ol Indonesea.

“The announced visit of the Australian
ambassaidor to East Timor is a joke, a Tarce,
an insuli to the East Timorese people and an
msult to the intclligence of the Ausiralian
people, particularly the delegates who wiall
attend the ALP national conference in
Canberra.™ he said.

Me Dalnmple’s vist was scheduled to
begin vesterday, about a week before the
ALP national conference is due to consider a
new policy on East Tunor,

Mr Horta said the ambassador’s sa-called
“fact-linding” mission was designed to paint
a rosy picture of the situation in the terrilory
and “sotien up™ the ALP position on East
Timor before the conference,

"It Bill EHayden really wanted 10 know
about the real situation in East Timor he
should have urged the visit a long time ago of
an impartial international body of investga-
tors 1o travel extensvely in the rerritory
without restnctions.™

Mt Herta. Fretdin's represcatative to the
UN. was in Hobart as part of his Ausiralian
visit to put East Tinwr's case lor seli-
determnation. Fretilin representatives have
been banned fromy Austraha for seven vears.

Mr Horta said Freubn rejecied  any
attempts by the Auvstralian Foreign Alfairs
Department and the ambassadur 10 make the
East Timor issue vne simply of food and
human rights. It was one of decolanisation
and self-determination,

__ For the past 18 manths, the ambassador

By NORMAN ANDREWS

“had dismissed all reports coming out of East
‘Timor on the “ragic situation” there. e had
been engaged in an active cunpaign in
Jakarta aml Canberra to discredit beads of the
Roman Cathulic church in the enitory

“He has been saving for a long time that
the siuation in East Timor is quite stable and
peacchul, and there is no prohlem with tood.
If be were 10 be open, (rank and honesl,
thousands ol people in Fast Timwor woukld
probably have been saved,

Mr Horta said that Indonesia Lanched 2
nmager offensive i Fast Timor rowards the
end of May, invalving 14080 troops with
armorcd cars and helicopiers

Reponis in recent wecks had indicated
hundreds of men, women and chitdien were
piched up an the steeets of [Dili, Baucaw and
Lospalos in preparatien for the ollcnsive.

Anyone remotely suspeeted of helping the
pucrillas or passing ntormation to them was
arrestesl, tontured and beaten. Many  East
Tunorese had been summarily exceurcil.

East Timor is the crincal foreign policy
issue lacing the Government ar the pational
confecence, The Govermnent s trymg o
moderale the position adopted at the 1982
ALP conference.

The conference that year “rejecied the
Austrabian Government's recognion of the
Indonesian anncxation of East Timor™ and
called for cessation of all detence aid 10
Indonesia until Indonesian armed forces had
withdrawn from the wnilory,

Mr Horta behesed a moton drawn up by
Mr Hayden proposing the ALP soficn 1is
hard-line condermnation of the Indonesian
incorporation would fail

TS
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@ Fretilin representative Mr Jose Ramos Horta . . . “The annoonced
visit of the Australian smbassador to East Timor is u joke. a farce. . .

—
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Australia ‘must be

Horta.

He was commenting in
Perth yesterday vun re-
| ports of diplomatic sal-
i vos between the Indone-
i sjan Ambassador to Aus-
tralia, Mr August Mar-
paung, and Australia’s

Minister for Foreign Af-,

I fairs, Mr Hayden, over
" the Issues of East Timor
and Papua Mew Guinea.

Mr Horta said: "Such
eriticism from an ambas-
sador just shows that In-
donesia feels strong be-
, cause they see in Austra.
lia a weak partner.”

i Mr Horta agreed with
Mr Marpaung's comment
that Australia had done
nething for East Timor.

“Australia -has done
nothing, but at least it
hasn't killed people in
East Timor,” he said.

Mr Horta, who is here
to gain support for the
Fretilin movement be-
fore the ALP conference
‘in two weeks, said the
:Labor Government's
track record on the East
Timor Issue was no bet.
ter than that for the
Fraser Government.

He sald the Government
had failed to support the
East Timorese right for
self-determination at the
U.N. and had continued
.to appease the regime in
| Jakarta.
: Mr Horta said_Australia
.need not fear Indonesia.
.Instead it should main-
tain a neutral position—
“a more dignified pos-
ture that is firm in re-
gard to Indonesia.”

Meanwhile,
could actively gain
concessions from Indone-
sia on human rights is-
sues and family reunion
in East Timor by using
its military aid to In-
donesia as a lever.

He sald Fretilin hoped
the ALP finally

that

strong on Timor’

The so-called strained relations between Australia and Indonesia
at the moment is just the ecmpty rhetoric of gentlemen, according
to the Fretilin representative Lo the United Nationis, Mr Jose Ramos

Australia would resolve to take a

firm stand on East TI-
mor at the forthcoming
national conference.

“The ALP should not

let itself be intimidated

by Indonesia—a banana

republic, a dictatorship,”
d Mr Horta.

< Mr Horta:

At least Australia -hasn't

killed people.”

& -
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Jose Ramos Horta: ccll for tatks on Timor

Mochtar bluffing, says Horta

By REBECCA BATTIES

Indonesia’s talk of dewngrading
diplomatic ties with Aestralia
Was an a ant biuff, East
Timor's Fretilim represeptative
at the United Natien'’s, Mr Jose
Rameos Horta, said yesterday.

Threats ts impose ecspomic
sanctions e Ausiralia were alse
bluffs, be sajd

It Australis were to st off
teurism te Ball it ceuld mean a
lees of §36 millien te Indenesia,
be aaid.

“What the Awstralias Gevern-
ment shonld understand is that
thiz Ia & blufl, a smart pelitical
strategy for the ALP cen-
ference,” Mr Herta sajd.

Susseatiana that Austratis had

nesia were (ronic, Mr Herta said

“Ausiralia has bent over back-
wards for Indonesia,” he said.

He described the proposed
visit of Austratia’s Ambassader
te Indomesia, Mr Rawdon Dal-
rymple, to East Timor as a farce.

“It’s a big joke amd irrelevant
because the jdea of the whole
trip is to presest a resy report,”
he said.

Mr Horta said Australia was
nothing to Indenesia becaose |
bad been subservieot.

“I Austrzija was to take a
firmer stand, then it weuld be
mere important than it appears
te be,” he said.

Mr Herta is in Australia te lob-

hy far recssaltian af Eeatilia

movement; at pext month's ALP
conference.

Mr Hortz sald he was confi-
dent of ALP support despite a
“charming™ meeting with the
Forelgn Minister, Mr Hayden, at
which Australian iotervention in
East Timor was ruled out,

The consequences for Ausira-

“lia, even if It were to recognise

Fretilin, he said, weuld be the ex-
pulsien of the Australlan ambas-
sador to lndenesia.

Mr Horta wants Australia to
call a conference with the Portu-
gese and Indomesian Gevers-
ments, the United Natiems and
Fretilin.

“Australia shevld push for a

fantlilndlen —mlacto— .
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Page 4—Sunday independent, June 24, 1984

noan DUFFIELD ‘

.Iose is SO

small and dapper and
very, very bitter.

He s bitter about
Gough Whitlam, who, he
says, encouraged a
reluctant President
Suharto to annex his
countrv, East Timor, In
1975. He is bitter about
Malcolm  Fraser, who
banned him from this
country in 1976, and
about the Australian
Department of Foreign
Affairs, which, he says,
has presenied the
Australian people with a
distoried view of the
issuc.,

He ¢laims Indoncsian

Jose Ramos Horta

Foreign Manister
\fochiar as a friend, but
is bitter about the
“hlatant lies'” he tells on
behalf of his government.
Most of all he s bitter
about the Indonesian
army chiel, General
Benny  Murdani. who
persuaded Suharto that
he could kill off the
Fretilin independence
movement in a matier of
weeks, and i1s stll trving
to do it nine vears later.

Conference

Ramos Horta is in
Australia. with  the
Hawke Government’s
permission, (o haunt the
| abor Party through to
ux Federal Conierence n
Julv. Without his
presence. that conference
would most bkelv have
repeced on ity 1YRY East
Timor platform  and
aceepted  the fan ac-
comph of the Indonesian
occupation.

Bevause of his presence,

Labor men ol conscience.

including the pragmatic
Centre Left under Foreign
MMinister Bill Havden, are
going to find 1t very
difficult, indeed, 10 1gnore
the principle of self-
determination.

Ramos Horta ad-
dressed the Perth Press
Club on Thursday, a few
hours after Indonesia’s
Ambassador to
Australia, Mr Marpaung,
had warned that East
Timor was a closed book
and that Australians
shouild not try 10 meddle
in it.

The club has hosted
many a sincere political
proselyuser, but none
quite like this. Ramos
Horta was one of the
founders of Fretilin, and
two of his brothers and
one of his sisters have
died in its cause. He
himself escaped in 1975
to become Fretilin's
official representative at
the United Nations, a job
at which he has become,
at age 34, a battle-weary
veteran.

It was in the UN
corridors that he watched
in dismay as Richard
Woolcott, Australia’s
Ambassador to the UN, a
former Ambassador (&
Indonesia, lobbied

assiduously lor a pro-
Indonesian vote on East
Timor in the General
Assembly.

Speaking largely off
the cuff, which is what
aflowed the bitterness (o
come through, Ramos
Horta hammered home
points which included:

e A (ougher stand by
Australia would have a
tremendous  effect on
world opmion, and on
Indonesian opimon.

® President Suharto,
faced with this opimon,
could de-annex East
Timor and save face by
blaming the whole mess
on the increasingly
unpopular Benany
Murdant.

e An act of self-
determination could then
take place. Fretilin would
accept this ip-
ternationailyv-supervised
act. win or lose.

= Fretlin hasy always been
sensiive (o Indonesia’s
peculiar  problems of
post-colomal  naton-
building. In power, 1t
would never allow East
Timor 10 become another
Cuba, nor a safe haven
for Indonesian
dissidents.

& Aftert nmine vears and
many concerted [n-
donesian offensives
{another *‘final drive” is
under way now). the
Fretlin  guerritlas  and
their civilian supporters
were stronger than ever,

Should Indonesia be
considered 2 military
threat to Australia? **Not
directly,”” said Ramos
Horta, *‘but population
pressures must  make
Indonesia  expansionist,
By the time it has re-
settled  three million
Javanese in West Irian,
the border situation with
Papua New Guinea will
become -unmanageable.
Jakarta is then likely to
use the same lebesraum
{breathing space)
argument as Hitler.
Michael Somare is
convinced Australia
would come to its help.
Me, | am not so sure.”

Me, | am not so sure
about the Australian
Foreign Affairs
l)t:pamrllcml tI:;u.t. l:r}:clh
previously ve ely

swallowed
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diario

Congressistas norte-americanos
contra ocupacao de Timor-Leste

Washington — Mais de
uma centena de congressistas
norte-americanos enviaram
uma carta ao secretario de
Estado. George Shultz. na
qual se mamfestam contra a
ocupacgiu indonésia de
Timor-Leste.

Um grupo de 123 congres-
sistas. democralicos e republi-
canos, em carta dirigida ao
secretano de Estado norte-
-americano. pedem que
Shultz aproveite a sua visita a
Indonésia. esta semana. para
mamfestar a preocupagio de
Washington quanto a wtragé-
dia de Timor-Lestes.

Os congressistas signatarios
do documento salientam que
«a desdita dos timorenses

orientais ¢ em grande parte

da responsabilidade dos Esta-
dos Unidos. dado que esta-
mos a fornecer & Indonesia as
armas utihzadas para suprimir
0s seus direilos»,

Depois de reconhecerem
que o povo de Timor-Leste
vive sob um regime milutar
imposto pela for¢a «em viola-
¢io do direito internacionals,
0s congressistas consideram
que o secretdrio de Estado
dos EUA deverd instar o re-
gime de Djakarta a autorizar
a ida a Timor-Leste da Cruz
Vermelha Iniernacional. de
outras orgamzagoes humani-
tirias internacionais, bem
como de jornalistas e obser-
vadores independentes.

A carta enviada a Shuliz
alerta para a sitwagao droma-

tica que se vive em Timor-
-Leste ¢ lembra que muitos
himorenses estao 3 ser vihimas
de doenca. fome. falta de h-
berdade e perseguigiv. devi-
do a ofensiva militar langada
pelo exército indonésio.

Portugal

O representante da Fretilin
junto das Nagdes Unidas, Ra-
mos Horta, enviou vma carta
a4 missio de Portugal na
ONU na qual é chamada a
atengdo da representagaov
portuguesa para as conver-
sagdes sobre a fronteira man-
tima entre Timor-Leste e a
Austrilia, nas quais a Indo-
nésia tem. abusivamente, as-
sumido a posi¢io de repre-
sentanle de Timor-Leste.

As conversagoes sobre a
frontetra maritima assumiram
particular importancia depois
de uma companhia petrolifera
australiana. a «BHP», ter
anunciado a descoberta de re-
servas de mais de 250 milhdes
de barris de peirdleo numa
zona ndo disputada. isto €,
dentro da zona econdmica
australiana.

Duversos peritos conside-
ram. entrelanio. que na zona
em disputa existem tambem
grandes reservas de petrdleo
¢ gas natural.

Na carta enviada a missao
diplomatica de Portugal junto
das Nagoes Umidas, o repre-
sentante da Fretifin, Ramos
Horta, salienta que «a ques-
tdo que se pde nao serd tanto
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a do petrdlen, mas sim a da
soberania portuguesa sobre
Timor-Leste e a sva unica e
exclusiva capacidade juridica
para negociar com a Auslri-
lia a fronteira maritima~.

O dirigente umorense aler-
ta para o facto de que a luz
do direito internacional -se
Portugal ndo registar o seu
protesto através de uma nota
enderccada aos dois paises
(Ausiriiia e Indonésia) e pu-
blicada como documento ofi-
cial da ONU» a posigao futu-
ra de Timor-Leste no campo
juridico sera muito mais
fraca.

Entretanto. em Portugal. a
Comissdo para os Direitos do
Povo Maubere qualifica esta
situagao de «vergonhusas,
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TIMOR-LESTE NA AGENDA DAS CONVERSACOES o

Schultz visita Indonésia

A Indonésia, que aguarda a visi-
ta do secretirio norte-americano

de Estado George Shultz, poderd
ser levada a dar explicagbes sobre

uma situaglo sparcnicmente vola-
da ao esquecimento pela comuni-

dade ‘internacional: a questio de

membros da CAmara dos Repre-
sentantes dirigiram hoje uma carta
a Shultz, na qual pedem ao chefe
da diplomacia norte-americana
para pressionar Jacarta no sentido
de pdr {crmo «ds perseguicdes ¢ &
brutalidade» de que & vitima a po-
pulaclio da antiga colonia portu-

Timor-Leste. Com eleito, 123  guesa, que «como no Afeganisido,

vive sob um regime militar impos-
to pela forga, numa violagdo da lei
internacional »e Em vésperas de
eleigdes presidenciais nos Estados
Unidos, ser4 dificil para Shultz ig-
norar este apelo, como referimos
na pigina 11, Uma esperanca para
a «tragédia de Timor-Leste?

COM OS DIRIGENTES INDONESIOS

Shultz devera abordar
a pedido do Congresso
a «tragedia» de Timor

Um grupo de 123 membros aa
Chmara dos Representantes dos
Estados Unidos divulgon hoje
um apeio ao secretdriode Estado
George Shultz, paradebater com
a Indonésia «iniciativas constru-
tivas» que resolvam a atragédia
de Timor-Lesten,

Os 123 representantes, 115
democratas e oito republicanos,
pedem numa carta para o secre-
tério de Estado abordar a «pro-
longada tragédias de Timor-Les-
Ie nos encontros que mantiver, a
partir de amanha, com os diri-
gentes indonésios em Jacaria,
onde participa na cimeira da
ASEAN.

aNiio podemos.ignorar a si-
tuagio em Timor-Leste, onde,
tal como no Afeganistdo, vive
um povo sob um regime militar
imposto pela forga, numa viola-
¢8o da lei internacionals, dizem
os iegisladores noric-america-
nos.

A cartacita monsenhor Carlos
Ximenes Belo, representante
mixtmo da lgreja Catdlica em
Dili, que, numa carta ao scu an-
tecessor, monsenhor Martinho

Lopes, refere que o povo de |-
mor ¢ vitima «da doenga, da fo-
me, da [alta de liberdade e da
perseguiclon,

Ximenes Belo refere que a
«lgreja estéd a ser perseguida e
acusadan, tendo uma residéncia

e padres salesianos sido aselva-
ticamente revistadas por Lropas
de élite indonésias.

Pressies sobre Jacarta

A carta dos representantes pe-
de especificamente a Shultz para
pressionar as autoridades indo-
nésias a permitirem o acesso livre
a Timor por parte da Cruz Ver-
melha Internacional e outras or-
ganiza¢des humanitdrias, bem
como jornalistas ¢ observadores
independentes.

uEsperamos que aproveite a
sua viagem & Indonésia para ini-
ciar um didlogo com os indoné-
sios sobre iniciativas construti-
vas que conduzam a uma sofuglo
justa para o conflito em Timor-
-Lestes, diz a carta a Shultz.

« «0s Estados Unidos nio de-

vem perder outra oportunidade
para pressionar pelo termo das
causas da perseguigio ¢ brutali-
dade em Timor-Lestes, disse
Tony Hall, representante do
Ohio, que redigiu a carta a
Shultz.

_Hall é aytor de uma seccfio na
lei da ajuda cxterna em Que se

insta os Estados Unidos a ajudar
a resolver as dificuldades em
Timor-Leste e tem criticado fre-
quentemeate o departamento de
Estado por ignorar a questiio,

«A condigdo dos Limorenses ¢
em grande parte da responsabili-
dade dos Estados Unidos, pois
estamos a fornecer 4 Indonésia
as proprias armas que estio a ser
usadas para suprimir os seus di-
reitose, disse Hall.

A carta dos representantes
sublinha que a populagio de Ti-
mor-Leste ¢ maioritariamente
catblica.

Indica sinda que, desde ainva-
sdio de 1975, «mais de 100 mil u-
marenses morreram, devido aos
cititos da ocupagio indonésiay,

A carta a Shultz é assinada por
representantes de 30 estados nor-
le-americanos.




® Coméreio do Porto

| Denunciam deputados americanos

- Timorenses s&o vitimas
de fome e perseguicao

Um grupo de 123 deputados norte-amaericanos pediu ontem ao sacrotd-

semana, para manifestar a preocupacdo de Washington quanto 4 «tragédia
de Timor-Lesie-,

<Ndo podemos ignorar a situagdo em Timor-Leste, onde, como no
do Dirsito Inderacionals — disseram os deputadon, antre sles 0§ democratas

| Tony Hall, Mortis Uidall, Jim Batss, Tony Coetho @ Peter Rodino.

Muitos timorenses estilo a sar vitimas de doenga, fome, faita de liber-
dadls & perzaguicio, devido A nova clensiva millter iangada pela Indonésia
am Agosio do ano passario — recordaram os signativios da carts a Shultz, o8
Guais citaram a esse propoelto o aciual administrador aposidico da Diocese
de Dill, mona. Carloa Ximenas Belo. .

O sacretdrio de Estado deve fazer com que possam ir a Timor-Leste a
Cruz Vermelha Internacional, outras organizagbes humanitdrias, jomalistas
© demals abservadores independenties — pediram 0s congresaistas, entre o8
quais estilo também oe republicanos Dougias Bereutsr, Cheistopher Smith,
Benjamin Giiman o Rod Candler.
~A desdita dos timoransas orlentais & em grande parte da responsabii-
dade dos Estados Unides, dado qus estamos & formecer & Indonédsia as
armmas utllizadas para suprimir os saus dirgitoas




DIARIO POPULAR

DEPUTADOS NORTE-AMERICANOS ~—~
INTERGEDEM POR =_<_== _.mm:m

e SHULTZ VISITA _
ESTA SEMANA A INDONESIA
PELO QUE 0S CONGRESSISTAS
LHE RECORDAM AS VIOLACOES
COMETIDAS PELOS INDONESIOS

ASHINGTON —  vitimas de doenca, fome, falla

Um grupo de 123 no_,woawaonuoaooc_oboqo.

dsputados norle-  Vvido & nova ofenaiva militar lan-

-amaricanos pediu, ontem, ao  gada pela Indonésia em Aqosio

secretdrio de Estado, George <0 ano passado — recordaram

Shultz, que ulilize a sua visita & 08 signatdrios da carta a Shultz,

Indonésia, esla semana, para  OS quais cilaram a ease propdsi-

manilestar a preccupagio de !0 0 actual adminsitrador apos-

Washington quanto & «tragédia  tdlico da diocese de Dili, mons.

de Timor-Lesles. Carlos Ximanes Belo. «Estamos a fornecer & Indonésia as armas ulilizadas

N O sacretério de Estado deve ra SuoHmi direitos do 3 _
«Nao podemos ignorar a si- para suprmir os direitos do pove de Timor-Lestes

luagdo em Timor-Lests, onde, “”w.o«roomﬂ u:%:hnouwmf::: h:n _d_..d afirmam os depulados norte-americanos

como no Afeganistdo, um POV (arnacional, outras organi- (Foto de Arquiva)

vive sob um regime militar im- ;50895 hymanitarias, jomalistas

posto pela forca, em violacdo do g 4amais observadores inde- «A desdila dos timorenses tores da carla, que deslacaram
dirafto inlemacional» — disss- pandantes — pediram os con-  orientais 6 em grande parte da o facto de Shullz ir ser agora o
ram os depulados, enira eles os gressisias, entre os quais estio  responsabiidade dos Estados pnmeiro secretanio norte-ameri-
democratas Tony Hall, Momis  (amhem os republicanos Dou-  Unidos, dado que eslamos a  cano de Estado a visitar a Indo-
Udall, im Bales, Tony Coslho® 195 Barguter, Christopher  lomecer a Indonésia as armas  nasia, desde que esse pals in-
Peler Rodino. Smith, Benjamin Gilman e Rod  ulilizadas para suprimir 0s seus  vadiu Timor-Leste, em Dezem-

Muitos limorenses estdo asar Candler. dirgilos~ — sublinharam os au-  bro de 1975. — (Anop)
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Apelo
nos EUA
sobre
Timor

UM GRUPO dec 123 congres-
sistas, pertencenics aos parti-
dos Democritico e Republica-
na, pediu ao secretdrio de Esta-
do George Shultz, que expres-
sasse junto do Governo da In-
denésia a preocupagio dos Es-
tados Unidos quanto a tragica
situagdo gue reina em Timor
-Leste.

Numa carta enviada a Geor-
ge Shultz, nas visperas da che-
gada do secretirio de Estado a
Jacarta para assistir & reuniao
da ASEAN, os 123 conpressis-
tas afirmam gue «pdo pudem
ipnorar a situagdd exXistents o
Timor-Leste.

s congressistas, hdersdo
por Tony Hall, citam na sua
carta as declaragdes do monse-
nhor Carlos Ximenes Belo,
chefe da [greja Catélica de Ti-
mor-Leste, segundo as quais
muitos timorenses estio a ser
wpersepuidos ¢ afectados por
doengas ¢ fome» na sequéncia
dua nova ofensiva militar indo-
tésia na ex-colénia portuguesa.
Estima-se em cerca de 100 mil o
nimero de timorenses mortos
desde 1975, data em que o terri-
torio de Timor-Leste, com uma
populagin maioritariamente ca-
tolica, foi invadido pela {ndo-
nesia.

Os congressistas pedem tam-
bém na suu carta que o seercti-
rio de Estado use du sua in-
fluéncia junto do Governe do
Presidente Suharto, para que
este acabe com a sua acgio per-
sepuidora contra a Igreja Caté-
licu ¢ a populagio em geral de
Timor-Leste, permitindo ao
mesmo tempo uma maior aber-
tura do territorio as organi-
zagoes humanitdrias internucio.
nais, como a Cruz Vermelha. ¢
ainda aos observadores inde-
pendentes ¢ jornalistas.

“Tony Hall, democruty de
Ohio, que tem frequentemente
criticado o Departinento de
Estado por ignorar o problema
de Timor-Leste, afirma que os
Estados Unidos também 1ém «a
sua quota parte das responsab-
hdades na situagao trigica dos
Hmorenses, pois estumos a fur-
necer i indondsia armas que cla

FUNDADO EM 1864

QUARTA-FEIRA 11 DE JULHO DE 1984
——————
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No dia em que Shultz chega a Djakarta

Parlamentares norte-americanos
interessam-se pela situacao de Timor

123 parlamentares
norte-americanos denuncio-
ram ontzm — vwispera da
chegada 4 capital indonésia
do secretério de Estado,
George Shultz — a Hwuagdo
reinante em Timor Leste, on-
de, pelo menas cem mil pes-
soas morreram devido 4 fo-
me, doenga ¢ combates gue
s¢ seguiram 4 invasdo em

1978,
(Pag. 12)

Deputados norte-americanos exigem

Fim da tragédia de Timor

Um grupo de 123 membros
da Cimara dos Representantes
dos Estados Unidos divuigou
ontem um apelo a0 secretdrio
de Estado, George Shultz, para
que scjam debatidas com a In-
donésia winiciativas construti-
vas» que resolvam a «iragedia
de Timor». N carta enviada ao
secretéirio de Estado, esses par-
lamentares pedem que a questlio
de Timor nlo sc)a esquecida
noS CNContros que tiver, a partir
de hoje, com os dirigentes indo-
nésios com os Qquais s¢ encon-
tra, em Jacana, durante a ci-
meira da «ASEAN», «Nio po-
demos ignorar a situagdo em Ti-
mor, onde, tal como no Afega-

nistde, vive um pgve sob um
regime militar imposio pela for-
¢a, numa violaglo da lei inler-
nacionals, dizem.

A cana cita monsenhor Cag-
los Ximenes Belo, actual repre-
sentante miximo da igreja Ca-
tolica em Dili, que, nums cana

Ao seu antecessor, padre Marii-
nho Lopes, refere que o povo
de Timor & vitima «da doenca,
da fome, da faka de liberdade ¢
da  perseguichon.  Acrescenta
que & algreja csth a ser perse-
guida ¢ acusada», iendo uma
tresidéncia de padres salesianos
sido uselvaticamente revistada»
por iropas da Indonésia.

A cana dos representantes

pede, também, para pressionar
as auloridades indonésias no
sentido de permitirem o acesso
livre a Timor da Cruz Vermelha
Iniernacional, bem como de ou-
tras organizactes humanitrias,
e, ainda, dos jornalistas ¢ ob-

servadores independentes, «Es-
peTamos que aproveile a sua
viagem & Indonésia para iniciar
um didlogo com os indonésios
sobre iniciativas construtivas que
conduzam a uma solugho jusia
para o vanfliuo em Timor», dis-
s¢ 0 representanic de Ohio, To-
ny Halt, que Tedigiu a carta en-
viada a Shulz.

Aquele parlamentar norte-
-americano, que lem Trequenie-

mente criticado o Depanamento
de Estado por ignorar a questio
de Timor, acrescenta na sua
.arta: «A condiclo dos limo-
renses € em grande parte res-
sonsabilidade dos Esiados Uni-
dos, pois estamos a fornecer 4
Indonésia as proprias armas que
:stho & ser usadas para suprimir
15 dircitos dos timorensen.
Sublinhando que a populagio
le Timor & essencialmente cato-
A, & caria dos representantes
Jos Estados Unidos sublinha
jue, desde a invasio de Timor,
:m 1975, na sequéncia da guer-
a civil desencadeada pelo
MFA/PC, umais de 100 mil ti-
morenses morreram, devido aps
efeitos da ocupagio indonésian.
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Timor-Leste: tragédia'qué itigressiona a América

EEE e

SHULTZ-RE

CEBEU APELO

E 123 DEPUTADOS DOS EUA

o 0asa Branca pressionou a Indoneésia?

Um grupo de 123 depula-
dos norte-americanos pediu
ontem ao secretario de Esia-
do George Shultz que utilize
o sua visila & Indonesia,
esic semana, para maniles-
1ar a preocupacto de Was-
hington quanto a «tragédia
de Timor-Lestes,

«Ndo podemos ignorar a
situaggo em Timor-Leste,
onde, como no Aleganistac
um povo vive sob um regime
militar imposto pela forga
em violag&o do Direito Inter-
nacionols — dieseram os de-
pulados, entre eles os demo-
cratas Tony Hall. Morns
Udall, lim Bates, Tony Coe-
lho e Peter Rodino.

Muitos timorenses estac a
ser vitimas de doencga, fome,
iglta de liberdade e perse-
guigao devido a nova ofensi-
va militar langada pela In-
donésiac em Agosto do ano
passado — recordaram os

signatlancs da carlg a
Shultz. os quais cilaram a
este propositc o actual od-
minisirador apostolico da
Diocese de Dili, Mons. Car-
los Ximenes Belo.

O secretarno de Estado
deve fazer com que possam
ir a Timor-Leste a Cruz Ver-
melha lnternacional. outras
organizagbes humanitarias.
jornalistas e demais obser-
vadores independentes —
pediram os congressistas,
enire os quais estto tambem
os republicanos Douglas Be-
reuter, Chnstopher Smith,
Benjamin Gilman e Rod
Candler.

«A desdita dos timorenses
otientais e em grande parte
da responsabilidade dos Es-
tados Unides. dado que es-
tamos a lornecer a Indone-
sia as armas utilizadas para
suprimir os seus direitoss —
sublinharam os autores dao

caria, que destacaiam o fac-
to de Shultz ir ser agora o
primeito secretario de Esia-
do norte-americano a visitar
a Indenesia desde que este
pais invadiu Timor-Leste,
em Dezemhro de 1975,
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SHULTZ-RECEBEU APELD
DE 123 DEPUTADOS DOS EUA

o Gasa Branca pressionou a Indonésia?

Um grupo de 123 depuia-
dos norte-americancs pediu
onlem ao secreiario de Esta-
do George Shultz que utilize
a suc visila a Indonesia.
eslo semana. para manifes-
1ar a preocupagic de Was-
hington quanio a «tragédia
de Timor-Lestes.

«Nao podemos ignorar a
situagao em Timor-Lests,
onde, como no Aleganistao,
um povo vive sob um regime
miliar imposto pela forga
em violagdo do Direito Inter-
nacionals — disseram os de-
putados, entra eles os demo-
cratas Tony Hall., Morris
Udall, i Bates. Tony Coe-
Iho e Peter Rodino.

Muitos timarenses estao a
ser vitimas de dosnga, fome,
falta de liberdade e perse-
guigéio devido a nova ofensi-
vg militar langada pela Ia-
donésic em Agostio do ano
passado — recordaram os

signatarics da caria a
Shuliz. os quais citaram a
este propositc o actlual ad-
mimstrador apostolico da
Diocese de Dili, Mons. Car-
los Ximenes Belo.

O secretanio de Estado
deve fozer tom que possam
it a Timor-Leste g Cruz Ver-
melha Internacional, outras
ciganizacdas humanitarias,
jornalistos e demais obser-
vadores independentes —
pedizam os congressisias,
entre 08 quais estao tambem
os republicanos Douglas Be-
reuter. Christopher Smith,
Benjamin Gilman e Rod
Candler.

«A desdilc dos timorenses
orientais & em grande parte
da responsabilidade dos Es-
tados Unidos. dado que es:
tamos a fornecer a Indone-
sia as armas utilizadas para
suprimir os seus direitog. —
sublinharam os autores de

carta. que destacatam o fac-
to de Shultz ir ser agota o
primeiro secreiario de Esia-
do norte-americano @ visitar
a Indonesia desde que este
pais invadiu Timor-Leste,
etn Dezembro de 1975,
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Preocupacao por Timor

OR mais de uma vez, a Igreja Catslica tem advertido
as autoridades de Jacarta para a situagao que se
verifica no territério de Timor actuslmente ocupa-

do pela Indonésia. Ainda na recente viagem de Mario
Soares ao Extremo Oriente, dois bispos japoneses se Ihe
dirigiram a pedir que interviesse no mesmo sentido, em
consonfincia, alids, com os documentos a esse respeito
divulgados pelo Conselho Episcopal Portugués. Nunca,
porém, a intervengio eclesidstica deve ter assumido a
veeméncia utilizada agora pelo préprio a Jodo Paulo
I1, ao receber as credenciais do novo embaixador indoneé-
sio no Vaticano, a quem avisou repetidamente de que a
Santa Sé continua a seguir «com preocupagion o que s¢
passa em Timor e a «recomendar seriamente o respeito
pelos direitos humanoss.

Compreende-se a preocupacio da Igreja. Qito anos
depois dos tragicos acontecimentos ocorridos naquela ex-
-col6nia portuguesa, a situacio continua por solucionar do
ponto de vista politico e a luz do direito internacional, ao
mesmo tempo que se verificam condigdes. sociais que nao
sera excessivo designar por catastrofe, como se prova pelo
documento publicado por alguns padres portugueses fugi-
dos da ilha hd nfo muito tempo e que denunciaram a
morte de cerca de um terco da populagio, vitima da
sistemdtica destruigio das colheitas. O préprio Governo
de Jacarta, de resto, evidencia indirectamente tal situagao
ao dar agora prioridade ao «deseavolvimenios da ilha,
conforme referiu o citado embaixador em resposta iy
adverténcias de Jodo Paulo 1I.

Perante tudo o que acouteceu, os anunciados investi-
mentos de Jacarta em Timor Leste, além de uma repari-
¢io tardia, nio podem deixar de ser olkados também
como uma forma de atenuar as pressdes que, pelo menos
durante alguns anos, sobre ele exerceu a Comunidadc
Internacional. Sdo conhecidas as votagdes macigas que
repetidamente condenaram na ONU, e nao s4, a ocupa-
cio ilegal do territério e os métodos utilizados pela lndo-
nésia. Infelizmente, é também conhecida a mais recente
inflexdo no sentido dessas volaghes e a forma como virios
Estados, a principio enérgicos na condenagao de Jucurti.
s¢ manifestam hoje, quando muito, pela abstengao sem-
pre que o assunto € discutido, procurando assim acautcla,
Os seus intcresses, ora estratégicas, ora_ comerciais, na
regiao, em detrimento da defesa de um pavo sobre quem
¢ perpetraram acgoes que nao andarao longe do genv-
cidio.

A posicao de Portugal, neste capitulo, tem sido balizad.’

por dois sentimentos. por um lado, reconhecem-se cum-

plicidades no inicio do processo que degenerou em guerra
civil e acabou depois na anexacio pela Indonésia; por
outro lado, constata-se a impoténdia no plano militar para
corrig: 0 que talvez se pudesse ter evitado se em tempo
oportuno tivesse havido uma consideracio do problema
nio viciada por ideologismos irresponsaveis. Nessa medi-
da, s6 nos resta agora uma atitude que, fundada embora
numa indiscutivel legitimidade moral ¢ histérica, nem por
isso tem, infelizmente, revelado maior eficicia.

Mas a verdade é que, para além de todas as responsabi-
lidades que a Portugal caibam no problema, desiganada-
mente as responsabilidades que o actual regime nao tem
enjeitado, Timor Leste tornou-se, hoje em dia, um caso
em que as culpabilidades se foram acumutando, em parti-
cular as que cabem ao regime de Jacarta. Por isso mesmo,
as adverténcias de Jodo Puulo I1, apesar de ndo serem
suficientemente secundadas pela comunidade internacio-
nal, nao deixam de apontar o né do problema e aqueles
que terao de {azer o primeiro movimento para o desatar.
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Reparo frontal do Papa
a Indonésia sobre Timor

e Embaixador de Jacarta confrontado
~tom-amsisténcia pantificia

ESPERANCA de que scja
duda pela Indonésia, em qual-
quer circunstdncia, uma aten-
¢io particular 4 identidade ét-
nica, religiosa ¢ cultural do
pove de Timor-Leste foi ma-
nifestada ontem por Joao
Paulo 1%, falando frontalmen-
te a0 novo embaixador indo-
nésio, que apresentou creden-

ciats no Vaticano. «Voeé co-
nhece 0s muitos esforgos, gue
o Vaticano tem feito para aju-
dar 0 povo duessi drea ¢ como
tem recomendudy seramente
o respeito pelos direitos hu-
munos«, obsgrvou v Papu ao
embuaisador. genera) Hardi-
nan Sastrapuespita.

«Voed sabe com gue aten-
§a0 at Suntu $¢ vé este proble-
ma muito delicado-. prosse-
guin Joiao Paulo {1 O embai-
xador indongsio, entretanto,
disse a0 Papa assegurar que o
Governo de Jacarts deu prio-
ridade «a0 desenvolvimentos
de Timor-Loste.




SOUTHEAST ASIA

George Shultz Tries
To Mend Some Fences

Less than a decade ago the United States
pulled out of South Vietnam, spreading
fears that it would abandon Southeast Asia
altogether. But as Secretary of State George
Shultz paid calls last week on Hong Kong,
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and Aus-
tralia, relations between the region and the
superpower across the Pacific looked more
solid than ever. The trip was just the latest in
a series of fence-mending visits by high-
ranking U.S. officials, including Vice Presi-
dent George Bush and United Nations Am-
bassador Jeane Kirkpatrick. And at each
stop, Shultz took pains to stress the strategic
and economic importance of the region.
“Let me assure you,” he said, “that . . . we
arecommitted toan active, constructiveand
long-term presencein Southeast Asia.”

In Jakarta, Shultz attended a meeting of
the six-member Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its Pacific
“dialogue partners”—the United States, Ja-
pan, Canada, Australia and New Zealand.
He endorsed a new agreement calling for an
increase in technological, educational and
cultural exchanges among the 11 countries.
The accord was a tentative step toward an
economic union that some planners hope
will develop into a kind of Southeast Asian
common market. The ASEAN nations had
resisted any notion of large-scale economic
cooperation, fearing that it would be domi-
nated by the United States and Japan. But
lately they seem to be warming totheidea.

Shultz's trip was not without its rough
spots. In Malaysia, officials expressed con-
cern that improved Sino-American eco-
nomic relations could lead to an increase in
Chinese military power. In Jakarta, Shultz
raised theissueof human-rights violationsin
east Timor, a former Portuguesecolony that
was invaded by Indonesiain 1975 and subse-
quently annexed. According to a recent
lettersigned by 123 U.S. congressmen, more
than 100,000 people have beenkilled orhave
died of disease and starvation in east Timor.
Shultzalsodenounced Vietnam’s continued
occupation of Cambodia and its refusal to
provide information about missing Ameri-
can servicemen; he said it was still “fruitless
to speculate” about normalizing U.S. rela-
tions with Hanoi. But for the most part,
Shultz remained relentlessly upbeat. “This
whole area is going like gangbusters,” he
said. “It'sa wonderful thing tosee.”

-« NEWSWEEK/JULY 23, 1984
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By Peter Wise
Boetial 1o The Washingion Pest

LISBON, July 11—The population of East Timor,
caught up in Indonesian efforts to stamp out a guerrilla
movement on the island, is suffering “disease, hunger,

tion and the loss of freedom,” according to the
head of the Southeast Asian island territory’s Roman
Catholic Church.

In a letter sent to this Portuguese capital, the Rev.
Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo, the apostolic administrator
of the East Timorese capital, Dili, wrote that Indonesia
has stepped up its antiguerrilla operations in the nine-
year effort and the rural Timorese were being forced to
abandon crops and to fight against their countrymen.

[In Djakarta Wednesday, Secretary of State George
P. Shultz met with Indonesian Foreign Minister Mo-
chtar Kusumaatmadja. A U.S. spokesman said Shultz
voiced concern about human rights, especially the sit-
uation in East Timor.

[A letter to Shultz signed by 123 House members
last week said more than 100,000 people had perished
as a result of the Indonesian occupation, and called on
Shultz to raise the issue. The spokesman said Shultz did
not mention or present the congressional letter.

[In Washington, a State Department official who vis-
jted East Timor in February, the time of Belo's letter,
differed with the account by the churchman. The desk
officer said he found fighting to be sporadic and the In-
donesians to be clearly in control, with problems of food
supply generally resolved and medical care improved.)

Belo, who is a native East Timorese, wrote of the al-
leged forcible recruitment of local fighters, "It ia sur-
prising that in this island of so many battalions, helicop-
ters, tanks and bomber planes,” the Indonesians should
need such militiamen.

Belo's letter is a rare independent account of events
in East Timor, where Indonesia has imposed a rigorous
news blackout since it invaded, and subsequently an-
nexed, the former Portuguese colony in 1975. Dated
Feb. 11, 1984, it was smuggled to Belo’s predecessor,
Masgr. Martinho da Costa Lopes, who retired here two
years ago, He showed the letter to foreign journalists.

Numerous allegations of the use of torture, large-
scale jailings, disappearences, famine, torture, and the
death of more 200,000 Timorese in the wake of the

Timor Prelate Reports Abuses

invasion have been difficult to confirm or dismiss be-
cause Indonesia has restricted access to the territory.

The churchman's letter confirms earlier reports that
the Indonesian military launched a major offensive last
summer with the aim of defeating the guerrillas of the
Revolutionary Front for an Independent East Timor,
the national resistance group known by it Portuguese
acronymn, Fretilin,

Belo wrote that the Indonesians “thought they would
clean up the situation by the end of December 1983,
but now we are already in February and the end of the
military operation cannot be seen . . . there are 10 bat-

. talions in Lospalos [a principal town] alone,” but “the

Indonesians cannot win the war,”

His account is corroborated by more recent reports
of refugees coming here. One who arrived last month
said military activity was intense, with frequent arrivals
of troop reinforcements and a military hospital plane
fiying wounded Indonesian soldiers home weekly. Ref-
ugee estimates of the military strength in Timor vary
from 10,000 to 20,000 troops.

One refugee said he had seen the funerals of two sol-
diers killed last month in an exchange of small-arms fire
with resistance fighters on the outskirts of Dili, sug-
gesting the combat zone was approaching the capital.

In his letter, Belo described widespread jailings
throughout the island, with 600 imprisoned in Dili
alone. “They are going to be tried in military courts.
Other people have disappeared. We do not know if
these courts are impartial or if there are defense law-
yers,” he wrote.

His account was supported by informed western
sources monitoring the situation in Timor who said sev-
eral hundred sbspected Fretilin sympathizers are
thought to have been sentenced this year by secret mil-
itary courts. Recently arrived refugees said repression
was causing large numbers of people to flee the towns
for the mountain strangholds where Fretilin is based.

Many of them said they intended to side with the
guerrillas, Many civilians sought refuge in the bush
with Fretilin in the early years of the conflict but the
insurgents later urged them to go back to the towns as
civilians fell victims to bombings and food shortages.

The Catholic church "is being persecuted and ac-
cused and our schools are being searched and the stu-
dents interrogated,” said the prelate.
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A letter for the Seci‘etary

Secretary of State George Shultz arrives to-
day In Indonesia to participate in meetings of
the Assoclation of Southeast Aslan Nations
(ASEAN). A bipartisan group of 123 members
of Congress has signed a letter urging Shultz
to raise with the Indonesian government the
legal and human rights issue of East Timor.

In December of 1975, the day after Presi-
dent Gerald Ford and Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger departed from Jakarta, Indonesian
armed forces invaded the island of East Timor
to crush an independence movement and to
annex the former Portuguese colony. The
Indonesian war of conquest has been going on
for nearly nine years now, and in that time
the primarily Roman Catholic Timorese peo-
ple have suffered from merciless massacres,
torture, the bombing of villaigcs and the sys-
tematic destruction of their food supply. The
Indonesian assault has caused the deaths of
between 100,00 and 200,000 people — from a
population of less than 700,000.

Some 90 percent of the weapons used to
carry out the invasion were supplied by Wash-
Ington. Succeeding administrations continued
to supply American arms; made false und mis-
jeading statements about lmprovements in

the human rights situation on the island; and
defended the Indonesian position in the Unit-
ed Nations, where Indonesia was condemned
elght years In a row.

The con men's letter proposed that
Shultz ask the Indonesians to ailow indepen-
dent journalists as well as church officials and
human rights workers to visit the island,
which has been sealed off from nearly all out-
side contact. The congressmen asked that the
Red Cross be given access to the victims of
famine and vioience. They also asked Shultz
to raise “the issue of the church’s right to ex-
ist In East Timor free of persecution and ha-
rassment.”

The letter writers suggest that support for
the Indonesian {nvasion of East Timor places
America in the same position as those coun-
tries that support the Soviet conquest of Af-
ghanistan.

The congressmen expressed the hope that
Shultz would press for “an eguitable settle-
ment of the conflict in East Timor.” This
would mean telling the Indonesians to permit
the Timorese to decide their own fate. Nothing
could be more consistent with the originai, an-
ticolonial spirit of the American Revolution.
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EDITORIAL

“First the blade, then the ear, J@LFR then the full grain in the eary,

Candor on Timor

HE Reagan administration contends that when it

comes to human rights issues, quiet diplomacy

works best. Secretary of State George Shultz's
visit to Indonesia this week provides an opportunity for
just such diplomacy.

Given its past support for Indonesia and its provision
of arms to the Suharto regime, the United States clearly
had a responsibility to raise the question of Indonesia’s
suppression of human rights on the island territory of
East Timor, as Mr. Shultz apparently did in a meeting
with Indonesian officials. East Timor was invaded by
Indonesia in 1975. ;

Once a Portuguese colony, East Timor has its own
language and identity. The former acting bishop esti-
mates that more than 100,000 East Timorese perished as
a result of the Indonesian invasion and the starvation,
executions, and disruptions that followed it.

The US helps to finance work on the island by the In-
ternational Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Secre-
tary of State Shultz should press the Indonesians to al-
low full and unrestricted access to the ICRC so that it
can determine food needs and visit all of the prisons on
the island. If the situation on the island is as normal as
the Indonesians sometimes claim it is, why not allow nor-
mal access to it by relief agencies? And, whoever may
have been to blame for the breakdown of the last cease-
fire on East Timor, why not seek anotherone? ..~ *
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Terror in East Timor

East Timor is hardly a household
word. Nor does this remote piece of an
island situated between Australia and
Indonesia have a built-in constituency
in the West to protest massive human-
rights abuses, Few know about reports
of torture, the forced relocation of
much of the population or the 100,000
Timorese who have starved to death
since Indonesia invaded the largely
Roman Catholic former Portuguese
colony in 1975.

The full extent of the tragedy is

hard to determine because the Indone-
sians have sharply restricted interna-
tional relief agencies and have kept
out journalists and independent ob-
servers. The Indonesians deny there’s
any problem. But Pope John Paul II,
reflecting the recent urgent plea of
the head of the Catholic Church in
East Timor, pointedly expressed his
concern about human rights on the
island when greeting the new Indone-
sian ambassador to the Vatican.
* Secretary of State George P. Shultz
raised the East Timor human rights
issue with Indonesia’s foreign minis-
ter while in Jakarta recently, the first
visit by a U.S. Secretary of State since
1975. Although Mr. Shultz did not men-
tion it, he had been urged to plead the
case of the people of East Timor by a
group of 123 members of Congress.

Little U.S. criticism has been heard
in the past of Indonesian policy in East
Timor, perhaps because the oil-rich,
strategically located nation is a useful
anti-communist ally. The 1975 inve-
sion, against a shortlived leftist Ti-
morese republic, came only 12 hours
after a visit by Henry Kissinger and
President Ford. The congressional
critics say U.S.supplied weapons are
being used by Indonesian troops in
efforts to wipe out a guerrilla move-
ment on the island, with devastating
consequences for many civilians.

Mr. Shultz's aides contend that
Washington has been discussing East
Timor's case quietly with the Indone-
sians on a regular basis. If so, it's high
time to press for some results. One
immediate need is to persuade the In-
donesian government to allow the
press, along with the International
Red Cross and other relief organiza-
tions, unrestricted access. That should
help check human rights abuses.

Finding a political solution for the
islanders that doesn't arouse Indone-
sian security concerns will be harder
and take longer. But in the meantime,
the United States, which has inveighed
so hard against the invasions of Af-
ghanistan and Cambodia, should not
turn a blind eye to the Indonesian
military occupation of East Timor.
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Torture And Death In Easf Timor

By Steve Schmidt

n Monday Secretary of Stale

Shultz will visit Jakarta 1o

confer with the leaders of
Indonesia. It Is crucial that he utilize this
opportunity to condemn the Indonesia
government’s flagrant sbuse of human
rights in the tiny island territory of East
Timor.

Nine summers ago, East Timor was a
neglected remnant of the once-vast
Poriuguese colonial empire. Ils
population of 700,000 was a distinctive
people with its own language and
cultural traditions. They were mostly
farmers, living in thatch-roofed huts In
small villages that resembled a movie-
maker's vislon of a South Seas island
paradise,

This summer, however, East Timor
seemns more like hell. In 1975, after the
Portuguese announced their intention to
leave, Indonesian forces invaded East
Timor and embarked on the
“Indonesianization” of the East
Timorese. Resistance by Frétilin, the
East Timorese Independence
movement, has over the last nine years
been met with savage. repression
involving grievous violations of human
rights. According to Amnesty
International, 150,000 to 200,000 East
Timorese have died i this period.

Some have died in combat, but many
deaths are attributable to the Indonesian
policy of moving the population to
remoie resettlement areas or
concentration camps, thus disrupting
agricultural practices and engendering
mass starvation. Stiit other East
Timorese have “disappeared” or have
been massacred, summarily executed,
tortured to death, or forcibly conscripted
Into suicidal milltary missions. The lush,
tranquil farming villages have in many
cases vanished. Their former
inhabitants are also gone.

Now there is new cause for concern.
In August 1983, after negotiations with
Fretilin broke down, Indonesia launched

The thoroughly documented use of torture by
Indonesian military personnel against the East
Timorese ... indicates the general ruthlessness
of the Indonesian occupation.

yet another offensive in East Timor,
imposing a news blackout on the island
and severely curtailing the operations of
the few international relief organizations
previously ‘granted access to the
territory. According to East Timorese
refugees in Lisbon, at least 10,000
Indonesian troops, many of them crack
red beret commandos, have arrived on
the island since August of last year, along
with scores of -Hercules transport
aircraft and ships loaded with arms.

Refugees report on variols massacres, -

including the systematic burning of
villages by occupying troops.

According to Amnesty International,
several hundred arrests and more than
20 “disappearances” have occurred
since August 1983. Western diplomatic
sources say that the new invasion has
disrupted agriculture, causing food
shortages and once again raising the
horrifying possibility of mass starvation.

The thoroughly documented use of
torture by Indonesian military personnel
against the East Timorese — of
suspecled resisters, their families and
even casual acquaintances — indicates
the general ruthlessness of the
Indonesian occupation. Many have been
tortured to death. Qthers are damaged
for life. Last summer Amnesty
Intérnational announced the existence
of a captured field manual issued to
occupying forces by the Indonesien
military command. The torture manual
instructs on how to brutalize so “the
antipathy of the people is not aroused.” It
recommends, for example, that no
photographs be taken of victims
enduring electric shock and other forms
of torture.

During the past year, Rep. Tony Hall,
D-Ohlo, and Sen. Dave Durenberger, R-
Minnesota, have expressed their
concern regarding East Timor in two
letters to the State Department co-signed
by 105 representatives and 21 senators.
The State Department’s response
indicated an acceptance of Indonesia's
whitewash of the situation, reflecting the
United States’ long-time reluctance to
risk allenating a major ally. The State
Department did, however, endorse the
proposal that international relief
agencies such as the International
Commitiee of the Red Cross and
UNICEF be permitted full access to the
territory. The Red Cross has recenlly
been denied such access.

Secretary Shultz should press the
Indonesians to reverse this decision. The
Indonesian government’s persistent
limiting of access of East Timor relief
organizations, journalists and other
interested, responsible parties only fuels
the worst fears of the world community.

The secretary of state should also
prevail upen the Indonesian leaders io
resume negotiations with Fretilin. The
United States is one of Indonesia’s main
sources of military and economic aid;
indeed the war apainst the East
Timorese has been waged almost
exclusively with American-made
weapons. The United States thus hasboth
special obligations and special
opportunities io help bring an end to the
troubles in East Timor. Not to exercise
our influence would be criminal.

Steve Schmidt is the chairman of
Amnesty [nterpational U.5.A.'s
coordination group on Indonesia.

—————
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With Shultz
On an Asian Trip

AT HIS FIRST stop in Hong Kong on a long
and delicate mission to Southeast Asia, Secre-
tary of State George Shultz expressed hopes for
the now-thriving crown colony’s continued sta-
bility. That is certainly a legitimate stance t0
take, although Washington must be careful not
to obtrude itself into a situation that js up to
Great Britain and China to resolve.

While the United States does not perceive
jitself as having a direct role, Shultz said none-
theless “we have a deep interest in preserving
Hong Kong's stability and prosperity and
strongly support efforts L0 reach a settlement
which achieves that goal and which accords
with the interests of ail involved." Hong Kong's
{ree-wheeling vitality has long stemmed from
its special status of independence “hetween
two worlds.” So the U.S. does well to support
British efforts toward continuing a high degree
of autonomy for the colony once its lease runs
out in 1997.

~ TROPICAL STORM Betty then blew the
Secretary of State one day early into Kuala
Lumpur, where he heard fears from Malaysian
ministers that the United States contributions
1o the Chinese economy may eventually serve
to endanger the security of Southeast Asian
countries. Concern about China is historic in
this area and will doubtiless come up again
when he arrives in Indonesia as the U.S. observ-
er at the Association of South East Nations.

While the main topic of discussion at this
meeting in Jakarta will be trade, we hope that
Secretary Shultz will find time to nudge the
Indonesian authorities on the subject of East
Timor. Last Spring, a bipartisan group of US.
senators urged the administration to give atten-
tion to reports of escalating human rights viola-
tions in this former Portuguese colony an-
nexed by Indonesia ir. 1975. It would be only
reasonable for the secretary 10 press for in-
creased access to Fuast Timor by humanitarian
organizations, journalists and other inde-
pendent observ, ers.




An independont newspapor
I Bay Area from Oakland
since 1874 -

Robert C. Maynard
Editor and Publisher

Fred O. Wetton
Executive Vice President

Roy Grimm
Managhg Editor

Jonathan Marshalt
Editorial Page Edllor

B-4  Thursday, July 12, 1984

Oakiand, California

The unseen holocaust

For too long the United States has spoken
softly and carried no stick at all in the face of
a modern-day massacre of innocents.

The victims, largely ignored by the out-
side world, live on East Timor, a small island
at the end of the Indonesian archipelago. The
executioners are the armed forces of the
Indonesian military dictatorship.

Secretary of State George Shultz, cur-
rently on a state visit to Indonesia, can help
bring the killing to an end by wielding strong
words and big sticks against aggression and
murder.

East Timor, ruled for four centuries by
Portugal, tasted independence in 1975 when
the Lisbon dictatorship finally collapsed. But
the island's freedom was short-lived. Indone-
sia invaded on Dec. 7, 1975, and declared
sovereignty over its 700,000 inhabitants.

From the start, the United States ignored
this blatant violation of international law and
morality. President Ford, who arrived in
Indonesia 12 hours before the attack began,
didn’t raise the issue with his hosts. Secretary
of State Henry Kissinger informed the U.S.
ambassador to Indonesia not to discuss Timor
“‘on the grounds that the United States is
involved in enough problems of greater im-
portance overseas at present.”

Indeed, the ambassador told colleagues
that the United States hoped Indonesia would
get its invasion over with “effectively, quick-
ly, and not use our equipment.”

But use it they did; U.S. counterinsurgency
aircraft wreaked havoc on villages and crops
through incendiary bombing attacks. Though
such offensive use of American-supplied
weapons was illegal, the United States contin-
ued to offer Indonesia further arms.

The results of Indonesia’s invasion ranks
with recent holocausts in Cambodia and
Uganda. Some 150,000 people, one-fifth of the
population, perished from war, famine and
disease. An equivalent disaster would have
killed more than 40 million Americans —
roughly the impact of a nuclear war.

In late 1979, international relief officials,
who finally gained access to the tightly closed

island, reported that conditions were “worse
than Biafra and potentially as serious as
Cambodia.”

Even today, Amnesty International re-
ports that “human rights violations occur
there within the context of an occupation of
extraordinary brutality in which a whole
range of fundamental human rights have been
denied the population.”

And the Vatican's chief representative on
the island appealed in February “to the free
world to open its eyes to the barbarities of
which the Indonesians are capable.” He re-
ported widespread ‘“‘sickness, hunger, lack of
liberty and persecution” of the church.

Yet while the United States denounces the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and Vietnam's
conquest of Cambodia, it accepts as a fait
accompli Indonesia’s yet unfinished *pacifi-
cation” of Timor. Since 1975 the United States
has opposed 10 United Nations resolutions
condemning the illegal invasion.

Despite the testimony of refugeds, church
officials and international relief workers, de-
spite the vow of Indonesia’s commanding
general to show “no mercy” in the latest
round of fighting, the State Department as-
sures congressional critics that “the Indone-
sian forces, in conducting their operations,
are attempting to minimize the impact of the
fighting on non-combatants.”

No doubt the Kremlin makes the same
claims about its search-and-destroy missions
in Afghanistan.

But 123 members of the House and 21
senators don't buy it. In separate letters to
Secretary of State Shultz, these legislators
have expressed their concern and implored
the administration to help end the fighting
and dying.

Shultz has at least taken up the matter
with Indonesia’s foreign minister during his
current visit. He must persist forcefully to
make that regime know the issue won't be
forgotten. East Timor may be small and
remote, but it remains close {o the hearts of
Americans who deplore its tragic fate.
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Shultz tells

concern for
East Timor

JAKARTA, Indonesia [UPI]—
Secre of State George Shultz
W bec{ told Indonesian officials
the United States is concerned over
charges of buman rights abuses in
the former Portuguese colony of
Enait.it Timor, local news reports

During a meeting with Indopesian
Foreign Mﬁni;ﬁa{z l2Jotz‘htm'
a, rought up

a letter irom 123 U.S. congressmen
ur him to express concern over
re of “atrocities against the
ggqaese population,” reports

The government-controlled Indo-
nesian press said, however,
Meéhtar red the letter and dis-
missed the concerns, sayix?:ﬁgle re-
ports -contradicted the findings of
other observers.

The letter cited ‘‘credible re-

ris'* that more than 100,000 of the

00,000 people in East Timor had
died from famine, disease and
fighting since 1975.

EAST TIMOR, a former Por-
tuguese colony, was annexed by
onesia'in 1976,

Repeated charges have surfaced
of human rights abuses by some
8,600-10,000 Indonesian troops in
East Timor, located on the eastern
half of Timor, a Pacific island some
350 miles north of Australia.
do tamnan :-ignts' thegamzr..a.'

n- or, .
tion, said in & report last year it
had reeeived reports the troops had
used tortore, threats of force, arbi-

detentlon and illegal arrests

to subdue the East Timorese.

AFTER HIS meeting with
Mochtar, Shultz and his delegation
flew to the world's oldest Buddhist
temple at Borobudur, in the Java

ungles 275 miles southeast of
akarta, for a day of sightseeing.

Shultz, who arrived from
Singapore on the fourth leg of his
two-week, six-nation Asian tour,
meets Thursda&with foreign minis-
ters of the six members of the
Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions [ASEAN]).



6A - THURSDAY, JULY 12, 1984 - USA TODAY

mw&ﬁ confromnts ?mmmmmmm on

Special for USA TODAY

JAKARTA, Indonesia —
Secretary of State George
Shullz today meets foreign
ministers of the six-member
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations to sirengthen econom-
ic and political cooperation
against the communist threat
in the region.

But Shultz, arriving from Sin-
gapore on the fourth leg of his
six-nation Asian tour, brought
up another problem Wednes-

day with his Indonesian hosts:
Concern over human rights
abuses in the former Portu-
guese colony of East Timor,
which Indonesia has annexed.

He met with Foreign Minls-
ter Mochtar Kusumaatmadja
for 50 minutes on the matter,
but did not cite a letler from
123 U.S. congressmen charging
that Indonesia commitied
“atrocities against the Timor-
ese' and that more than
100,000 of East Timor’s 700,000
people had died from famine,

-t i BALTRI § AP T T

disease and fighting since 1975,

The government-controlled
Indonesian press said Mochtar
dismissed the U.S. concerns,
saying the reporis contradicted
the findings of other observers.
- While military talks are not
on today's agenda, ceriain se-
curity issues are likely lo be
raised. Shuliz is expected to dis-
cuss projected U.S, arms sales
to China and reassure the asso-
ciation the weapons will be de-
ployed only for delense along
the Sino-Soviet border.

Association members — In-
donesia, Thailland, Singapore,
Malaysia, the Philippines and
Brunei — have a combined
population of nearly 25¢ mil-
lion and present a strong anti-
communist and pro-capitalist
front in Southeast Asla.

Mochtar said he will present
“very interesting and practical
suggestions” on economic, so-
cial and cultural affairs. He
also called for a common posi-
tion en Cambodia, dominaled
by 160,000 Vietnamese troops.

By Heid Ehrlich. USA TODAY
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Pope Condemns
Priests’ Ouster
By Nicaragua

By Sari Gilbert
Bpecial ta The Washington Post

VATICAN CITY, July 11—Pope John
Paul Il today sharply criticized the Ni-
caraguan government’s expulsion Monday
of 10 foreign Roman Catholic priests, ex-
pressing his “firm disapproval” and saying
the action by the Sandinistas was “openly
harmfui to the church.”

Speaking at today’s general audience in
St. Peter's Square, the pope called on the
Nicaraguans to reverse their decision,
which he described as “painful and partic-
ularly grave.”

The statement was one of a series of re-
cent public declarations on human rights,
church and political issues in widely sepa-
rated countries that is part of what some
Vatican observers see as an effort to ex-
pand a focus by the Polish-born pontiff on
Eastern Europe.

Today's commentary on Nicaragua also
appears to be one of several recent state-
ments interjecting the pope into issues with
political avertones, despite his constant ad-
monitions to Catholic priests that they
should not become political activists,

On Saturday, John Paul II told Gen. Har-
diman Sastrapoespita, the new Indonesian
envoy to the Holy See, that he was deeply
concerned about the people of East Timor,
a fargely Catholic former Portuguese colony

See POPE, A27, Col. 1

Pope Condemns Ouster
Of Priests by Managua

POPE, From Al
which is under Indonesian military
occupation,

On the same day, in a meeting
with members of a special United
Nations commission, John Paul
sharply condemned the South Af-
rican system of racial segregation
called apartheid and criticized that
government’s policy of relocating
its black population in special en-
claves,

Church sources argue that the
pope’s recent burst of outspoken-
ness, in part dependent on the pace
of international events, is not new
and like his extensive foreign trav-
€l—so far he has visited more than
40 countries—distinguishes his pa-
pacy from those of his predeces-
sors.

But the growing emphasis on the
plight of the church and on human
rights problems in a vast range of
countries also is seen as a counter
to criticism that surfaced frequently
over 3 long period in which a ma-
jority of John Paul's comments ap-
peared to be directed primarily at
Poland and, to a lesser degree, at
other Soviet Bloc countries,

As a new meeting with Czecho-
slovak authorities last week indi-
cated, the Vatican is still pursving a
policy designed to better the situ-
ation of Catholics in Soviet Bloc
countries, But a firm expression of
support two weeks ago for Polish
bishops calling for the release of
political prisoners in that country
was one of only a handiul of state-
ments on Poland over the past year.

Speaking at today's general au-
dience in St. Peter's Square, the
pope said the expulsion of the 10
priests—three Italians, six Span-
iards and one Costa Rican—from
Nicaragua was “a grave loss for the
church.” He went on to say, “I ex-
press my firm disapproval and my
intimate participation in the suffer-
ing of the church” in that Central
American country.

Church relations with the leftist
Nicaraguan government have been
deteriorating in recent months and
hit a new low on Monday when the
government reacted to a demon-
stration led by the Roman Catholic
archbishop, Miguel Obando y Bra-
vo. The 10 priests were among
about 300 demonstrators protest-
ing the house arrest of the Rev.
Luis Amado Pena, whom the gov-
ernment has accused of conspiring
with antigovernment rebels.

On Tuesday the Vatican daily
Osservatore Romano ran an edito-
rial describing Father Pena as a
political prisoner and terming the
expulsions “extremely serious.”

Tensions between the Vatican
and Nicaragua in the pasl have cen-

torad nn tha churcrh’e Ahiactinne tn

the participation in the Sandinist:
government of five priests. The
worsened during the pontiff's visi
to Managua last year when a hugt
outdoor mass was disrupted by gov
ernment supporters, and as huma
rights criticisms of the Marxist
dominated regime have grown.

For the past two decades, seg
ments of the predominant Romar
Catholic church in Latin Americ:
have been closely involved in strug
gles against rightist government:
and oppression of the poor. Follow
ing the pope’s visit to Mexico it
1979, his first foreign trip as pon
tiff, a number of Latin Americar
priests expressed disappointmen
with his frequent admonitions tha
they stay out of political affairs, see
ing it as a failure to understand re
gional realities.

The pope in recent years fre
quently has spoken out to criticiz
the war and violence in El Salvador
and he did react sharply when si:
political prisoners were executed by
Guatemala’s rightist military gov
ernment on the eve of his visi
there last year. But he otherwis
has remained generally muted o
political affairs in the region, de
spite pleas by senior prelates tha
he become involved as a force fo:
peace in the region.

By this view, today’'s exception
ally strong statement on Nicaragu:
may come to be viewed by critics o
Vatican policy as a political criti
cism of a government on the left o
the spectrum that the pope ha
been unwilling to make about th
Latin American right,

During his March 1983 visit t
Central America, in which he vis
ited six countries, the pope mad
headlines with a keynote speech i
which he warned about the danger
of foreign involvement in the re
gion, In El Salvador, the pope madi
a point of visiting the grave of out
spoken Archbishop Oscar Romero
who was assassinated, allegedly b
a right-wing death squad, in 1980.

During his trip to East Asia i
May, the pope followed up a visit b
a Thai refugee camp with an ope
rebuke, made before the assembles
Bangkok diplomatic corps, of the
Cambodian, Laotian and Vietnam
ese policies that force people to fle
their homelands.

Asked by an Italian reporter dur
ing the flight home from Thailand i
such a speech did not constitute the
same kind of political interferenc
against which he has frequentl:
warned other Roman Catholk
priests, the pontiff retorted sharph
that he had been discussing not
political issue but a human matte
on which he felt compelled to speal
out. Later he apologized for raising
his voice and explained how strong
Iv he folt nn anch mattors
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EDITORIALS

Wi-thﬂ Shuliz i
On an Asian Trip

—— AT'HIS FIRST stop in HongKongona long. |
exnd delicate mission to Southeast’ Asia, Secre-
tary of State George Shultz expressed hopes for
-the now-thriving crown coleny’s continued sta- -
bility. That is certainly a legitimate stance {0 °
‘ake, although Washington must be careful not
to obtrude itself into a situation that is up to
Great Britain and China to resolve.

While the United States does not perceive
itself as having & direct role, Shultz said none-
theless “we have a deep interest in preserving
Hong Kong's stability and prosperity and.
strongly support efforts to reach a settlement
which achieves that goal and which accords
with the interests of all invelved.” Hong Kong's
free-wheeling vitality has long stemmed from
%ts special status of independence “between
two worlds.” Sa the U.S. does well to support
British efforts toward continuing a high degree
of autonomy for the colony once its lease runs
out in 1997.

rh
_ TROPICAL STORM Betty then blew the
Secretary of State one day early into Kuala
:Lumpur, where he heard fears from Malaysian
‘ministers that the United States contributions
% the Chinese economy may eventually serve.
'fo endanger the security of Southeast Asian
'tountries. Concern about China is historic in
is area and will doubtiess come: up again:
,yhen he arrives in Indonesia as the U.S. observ-

ngnatthe Association of South: East. Nations..

ion * Jgifé’tie main topic of discussion at this '
Wicgting in, Jakarta will be trade, we hope that
Becretary Shultz,will find:time to nudge the
Indonesian authorities on the subject of East’
Timor: Last Spring, a bipartisan' group of US.
‘$enators urged the administration to give atten-

iiqq; to reports of escalating human rights.viola.,

fiof§, ' this former Portuguese colony an--,
neXed; by Tndonesia ir 1875. It would be only
feasonable for the secretary to: press for in-
ereased access to Edst Timor by humanitarian
arganizations, journalists and. other inde-
pendent observers. b

e i



Smuggled Letter Details
Suffering in East Timor

Priest Describes Famine, Repression
As Indonesia Tries to Crush Rebels

By Peter Wise
Washington Past Service

LISBON — [ndonesia shows ng-
sign of defeating nationalist insur-
gents in East Timor despite a
marked intensification: of & nine-,
year military cam“rai;n that has in-
flicted widespread suffering zmong
civilians, according to the head of
the Southeast Asian island territo-
ry's Roman Catholic Church.

In a letter smuggled to Lisbon,
the Reverend- Carlos Filipe Xi-
menes Belo, the apostolic agmmls-' i
trator of Dili, the East Timor capi-
1al, wrote that civilians were
suffering “disease hun‘g;ré‘rersecu-
uon and the lost of om"” as
Indonesia stepped up its anti-goer-

The rural poxnlaﬁon was bein
forced to abandon their crops an
fight with Indonesian troops
against their countrymen, Father
Belo wrote. “It is surprising,” he
added, “that'in this island of so-
many batialions, helicopters, tanks

and bomber-planes” Indone-
siuns should. need. 1o recruit locak
militiamen. -

Indonesia imposed a rigorous
news biackout in East Timor after
it set up a provisional government
and then annexed the former Pos-
tuguese colony in 1975. Father Be-
1o's letter, dated Feb. {1, 1984, was
smuggled to his predecessor, Mon-
signor Martinhe da Costa Lopes,
who retired: toc Lisbon two. years

Numuousaﬂ:gnﬁt;néoitm ,

jailings, di earances, famine,

Jtonurge,s-’ am?laIlp I.Ee deaths of more

than 200,000 Timorese after the in-

vasion: have been. difficult to con-

ﬁ:mbmoﬁrgsmd mt;-
g

ched. a major offensive

summer with the aim of wiping out:
the nationalist guerrilia movement,
known as Fretili

Father Belo wrote of the Indons-
sians, “They thought they wouid
¢clean ug;he situation by the end of
December 1983, but now we are
already in February end theend of
the mEtary operation. cennot. be:
seen.” s rid

His account is supported by re:
cent reports [rom: refugees who:
have fled to Lisbon. One who ar-’
rived last month said military activ-
ity was intense, with frequent arriv-
ais of troop reinforcements and a
military hospital airplane flying

‘E ts. thatthe Indonesian mili

wounded Inndonesian soldiers home

cach week.

In his lettes, Father Belo de-
scribed widespread jailings, with
600 imprisoned in Dili aloae.
“They are going 10 be tred in mili--
tary * he wrote, “Other peo--
Ete have disappeared. We do not

ow if these courts are impartial
or if there are defensc lawyers.”

The priest. account was con-
firmed by Western: sources moni-
toring the situation in East Timor
who said several hundred suspect-
ed Fretilin sympathizers are
thought to have sentenced this
year by secret military cousts. The
reports named two men who were
sentenced to 17-year prison lerms
because of their connections with
the guerrillas. ]

Recently arrived refugees, sho''
asked not to be identified for fear |
of reprisals, said the wave of arrests |
and increasing repression were -
causing large numbers of people 1o
flee the towns for the mountain !
strongholds where Fretilin is based. -
Many said imtended to-side !
with the guerrilias, 1

I the early years of the conflict,
many civilians sought refuge in the |
bush with Fretlin but were later
urged by the insurgents to return 1o
their homes because they were fall-
ing victim to bombings and food
shortages.

Father Belo also described what
he called “public judgments,”
where people-thought to have con-.
tacts with Fretilin were “killed in
front of other ichabitants by knife,
cutiass and by beating with sticks.” -

i
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Shultz voices concern

JAKARTA = Secretary of State
George- Shuliz, making a six-nation
Asian. tour, told Indonesian officials
that the United States is concerned
over charges of human rights abuses in
East Timor. Reports say 100,000 of the
700,000 people on' the island have died
from famine and fighting against gov-
ernment authority since 1975. Indone-
sian Foreign Minister Machtar
Kusumaatmadja dismissed the con-
cerns, saying the charges contradicted |
findings of observers.
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East Timor Injustice

While visiting Indonesia this week, Secre-
tary of State George Shultz has a chapce to
demonstraie U.S. evenhandedness in opposing
unjust colonial wars. Everyone knows where
Washington stands on Afghanistan and Cam-
bodis, nations occupied by Communist nei
bors, But indonesia’s occupation of East Ti-
mor has been passed over by three US.
administrations with shamefully vague
murmurs of the kind Americans scom in
United Nations declarations.

Indonesia has triply offended. It invaded
East Timor, a former Portuguese colony. in
1975. Ay:ar later it annexed the territory. And
under its administration since then, mote than
100,000 Timorese, a sixth of the mostly Catho-
lic population, are believed 10 have died from
famine, disease and fighting. The extent of the
calamity can only be estimated because Jakar-
ta has impeded relief measures and closed the
island to foreign observers,

Americans have only gradually become
aware of Indonesia’s assault on this poor and
primitive territory. The pretexi is combating
Communism. The invasion began a day after
President Gerald Ford and Secretary of State

Henry Kissinger visited Jakarta. Though
they did not condone the attack, they
fatled to condemn it.

Mr. Shultz has been reminded of this per-
sisting neglect by the bipartisan piea oIP
senators and 123 representatives. They urge
him to press Indonesia 10 give relief organiza-
tions and other monitors unrestricted access to
East Timor. Last Saturday their appeal
was reinforced by an unusual admonition
from Pope John Paul If.

In accepting the credentials of an Indone-
sian ambassador, a general, the pope broke
with custom by speaking out on behalf of the
East Timorese, He “eamestly recommended™
respect for their human rights and said it was
his “ardent wish™ that relief organizations gain
access 1o the many in need,

East Timor has as much right to seli-deter-
mination as Cambodia and Afghanistan. Al
the minimum, its people should be rescued
from starvation and brutal persecution. Saying
that may not sway Indonesia's military rulers.
But they need to hear it, and high-placed
Americans need to say il.

— THE NEW YORK TIMES.
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SOUTHEAST ASIA

George Shultz Tries
To Mend Some Fences

Less than a decade ago the United States
pulled out of South Vietnam, spreading
fears that it would abandon Southeast Asia
altogether. But as Secretary of State George
Shultz paid calls last week on Hong Kong,
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and Aus-
tralia, relations between the region and the
superpower across the Pacific looked more
solid than ever. The trip was just the latestin
a series of fence-mending visits by high-
ranking U.S. officials, including Vice Presi-
dent George Bush and United Nations Am-
bassador Jeane Kirkpatrick. And at each
stop, Shultz took pains tostress the strategic
and economic importance of the region.
“Let me assure you,” he said, “that . . . we
arecommitted toan active, constructiveand
long-term presencein Southeast Asia.”

In Jakarta, Shultz attended a meeting of
the six-member Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and its Pacific
“dialogue partners”—the United States, Ja-
pan, Canada, Australia and New Zealand.
He endorsed a new agreement calling for an
increase in technological, educational and
cultural exchanges among the 11 countries.
The accord was a tentative step toward an
economic union that some planners hope
will develop into a kind of Southeast Asian
common market. The ASEAN nations had
resisted any notion of large-scale economic
cooperation, fearing that it would be domi-
nated by the United States and Japan. But
lately they seem tobe warming totheidea.

Shultz’s trip was not without its rough
spots. In Malaysia, officials expressed con-
cern that improved Sino-American eco-
nomic relations could lead to an increase in
Chinese military power. In Jakarta, Shultz
raised theissue of human-rights viclationsin
east Timor, a former Portuguese colony that
wasinvaded by Indonesiain 1975 and subse-
quently annexed. According to a recent
letter signed by 123 U.S. congressmen, more
than 100,000 people havebeen killed or have
died of disease and starvation in east Timor.
Shultzalso denounced Vietnam's continued
occupation of Cambodia and its refusal to
provide information about missing Ameri-
canservicemen; he said it was still “fruitless
to speculate” about normalizing U.S. rela-
tions with Hanoi. But for the most part,
Shultz remained relentlessly upbeat. *This
whole area is going like gangbusters,” he
said. “It'sa wonderful thing tosee.”

NEWSWEEK/JULY 23, 1984
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Terror in East Timor

East Timor is hardly a household
word. Nor does this remote piece of an
jsland situated between Australia and
Indonesia have a built-in constituency
in the West to protest massive human-
rights abuses. Few know about reports
of torture, the forced relocation of
much of the population or the 100,000
Timorese who have starved to death
since Indonesia invaded the largely
Roman Catholic former Portuguese
colony in 1975.

The full extent of the tragedy is

hard to determine because the Indone-
sians have sharply restricted interna-
tional relief agencies and have kept
out journalists and independent ob-
servers. The Indonesians deny there’s
any problem. But Pope John Paul o,
reflecting the recent urgent plea of
the head of the Catholic Church in
East Timor, pointedly expressed his
concern about human rights on the
island when greeting the new Indone-
sian ambassador to the Vatican.
" Secretary of State George P. Shultz
raised the East Timor human rights
jssue with Indonesia's foreign minis-
ter while in Jakarta recently, the first
visit by a U.S. Secretary of State since
1975. Although Mr. Shultz did not men-
tion it, he had been urged to plead the
case of the people of East Timor by a
group of 123 members of Congress.

Little U.S. criticism has been heard
in the past of Indonesian policy in East
Timor, perhaps because the oil-rich,
strategically located nation is a useful
anti-communist ally. The 1975 inva-
sion, against a short-lived leftist Ti-
morese republic, came only 12 hours
after a visit by Henry Kissinger and
President Ford. The congressional
critics say U.S-supplied weapons are
being used by Indonesian troops in
efforts to wipe out a guerrilla move-
ment on the island, with devastating
consequences for many civilians.

Mr. Shultz's aides contend that
Washington has been discussing East
Timor's case quietly with the Indone-
sians on a regular basis. If so, it's high
time to press for some results. One
immediate need is to persuade the In-
donesian government to allow the
press, along with the International
Red Cross and other relief organiza-
tions, unrestricted access. That should
help check human rights abuses.

Finding a political solution for the
islanders that doesn't arouse Indone-
sian security concerns will be harder
and take longer. But in the meantime,
the United States, which has inveighed
so hard against the invasions of Af-
ghanistan and Cambodia, should not
turn a blind eye to the Indonesian
military occupation of East Timor.
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With Shultz
On an Asian Trip

AT HIS FIRST stop in Hong Kong ona long
and delicate mission to Southeast Asia, Secre-
tary of State George Shuliz expressed hopes for
the now-thriving crown colony's continued sta-
bility. That is certainly a legitimate stance t0
take, although Washington must be careful not
to obtrude itself into a situation that is up to
Great Britain and China to resolve.

While the United States does not perceive
jtself as having a direct role, Shultz said none-
theless “we have a deep interest in preserving
Hong Kong's stability and prosperity and
strongly support efforts to reach a settlement
which achieves that goal and which accords
with the interests of all involved.” Hong Kong's
{ree-wheeling vitality has long stemmed from
its special status of independence “between
two worlds.” So the U.S. does well to support
British efforts toward continuing a high degree
of autonomy for the colony once its lease runs
out in 1997.

~ TROPICAL STORM Betty then blew the
Secretary of State one day early into Kuala
Lumpur, where he heard fears from Malaysian
ministers that the United States contributions
to the Chinese economy may eventually serve
to endanger the security of Southeast Asian
countries. Concern about China is historic in
this area and will doubtless come up again
when he arrives in Indonesia as the U.S. observ-
er at the Association of South East Nations.

While the main topic of discussion at this
meeting in Jakarta will be trade, we hope that
Secretary Shultz will find time to nudge the
Indonesian authorities on the subject of East
Timor. Last Spring, a bipartisan group of US.
senators urged the administration to give atten-
tion to reports of escalating human rights viola-
tions in this former Portuguese colony an-
nexed by Indonesia ir. 1975. It would be only
reasonable for the secretary 10 press for in-
creased access to Fast Timor by humanitarian
organizations, journalists and other inde-
pendent observ, ers.
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The unseen holocaust

For too long the United States has spoken
softly and carried no stick at all in the face of
a modern-day massacre of innocents.

The victims, largely ignored by the out-
side world, live on East Timor, a small island
at the end of the Indonesian archipelago. The
execulioners are the armed forces of the
Indonesian military dictatorship.

Secretary of State George Shultz, cur-
rently on a state visit to Indonesia, can help
bring the killing to an end by wielding strong
words and big sticks against aggression and
murder.

East Timor, ruled for four centuries by
Portugal, tasted independence in 1975 when
the Lisbon dictatorship finally collapsed. But
the island’s freedom was short-lived. Indone-
sia invaded on Dec. 7, 1975, and declared
sovereignty over its 700,000 inhabitants,

From the start, the United States ignored
this blatant violation of international law and
morality. President Ford, who arrived in
Indonesia 12 hours before the attack began,
didn’t raise the issue with his hosts. Secretary
of State Henry Kissinger informed the U.S,
ambassador to Indonesia not to discuss Timor
“on the grounds that the United States is
involved in enough problems of greater im-
portance overseas at present.”

Indeed, the ambassador told colleagues
that the United States hoped Indonesia would
get its invasion over with “effectively, quick-
ly, and not use our equipment.”

But use it they did; U.S. counterinsurgency
aircraft wreaked havoc on villages and crops
through incendiary bombing attacks. Though
such offensive use of American-supplied
weapons was illegal, the United States contin-
ued to offer Indonesia further arms.

The results of Indonesia’s invasion ranks
with recent holocausts in Cambodia and
Uganda. Some 150,000 people, one-fifth of the
population, perished from war, famine and
disease. An equivalent disaster would have
killed more than 40 million Americans —
roughly the impact of a nuclear war.

In late 1979, international relief officials,
who finally gained access to the tightly closed

island, reported that conditions were “worse
than Biafra and potentially as serious as
Cambodia.”

Even today, Amnesty International re-
ports that “human rights violations occur
there within the context of an occupation of
extraordinary brutality in which a whole
range of fundamental human rights have been
denied the population.”

And the Vatican's chief representative on
the island appealed in February “to the free
world to open its eyes to the barbarities of
which the Indonesians are capable.” He re-
ported widespread “sickness, hunger, lack of
liberty and persecution” of the church.

Yet while the United States denounces the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and Vietnam's
conquest of Cambodia, it accepts as a fait
accompli Indonesia's yet unfinished “pacifi-
cation” of Timor. Since 1975 the United States
has opposed 10 United Nations resolutions
condemning the illegal invasion.

Despite the testimony of refugeds, church
officials and international relief workers, de-
spite the vow of Indonesia’s commanding
general to show “no mercy” in the latest
round of fighting, the State Department as-
sures congressional critics that “the Indone-
sian forces, in conducting their operations,
are attempting to minimize the impact of the
fighting on non-combatants.”

No doubt the Kremlin makes the same
claims about its search-and-destroy missions
in Afghanistan,

But 123 members of the House and 21
senators don’t buy it. In separate letters to
Secretary of State Shultz, these legislators
have expressed their concern and implored
the administration to help end the fighting
and dying.

Shultz has at least taken up the matter
with Indonesia’s foreign minister during his
current visit. He must persist forcefully to
make that regime know the issue won’t be
forgotten. East Timor may be small and
remote, but it remains close to the hearts of
Americans who deplore its tragic fate.
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Shultz tells
concern for
East Timor

JAKARTA, Indonesia [UPI]l—
Sec of State George Shultz
Wi told Indonesian officials
the United States is concerned over
chnr o8 of human rights abuses in

ormer Portu gl'uese colony of
East Timor, local news reports

Durin a meeting with Indonesian
Foreign Minigter Mothtar
K maatmadja, Shultz brought up

etter h{ror:lo 123 U.S. congressmen
ur m to eXpress COonCern over
of “atrocities a the

Timopese populaticn,” reports

The governmmt-contmlled Indo-
nesinn ress said, however,
) red the letter and dis-
missedthe concerns, saying the re-
ports contradicted the f gs of
other observers.
The letter cited “‘credible re-
rts” that more than 100,000 of the
00,000 people in East Timor had
died from famine, disease and
fighting since 1975.

EAST TIMOR, a former For-
ese_ eolomr, was annexed by
onesm in 1978,

Repealed charges have surfaced
of himan rights abuses by some
8,600-10,000 Indonesian troops in
Enast 'I‘imor, located on the eastern
half of Timor, a Pacific island some
350 miles north of Australia.
do i buan trii%%ahl: (e Lon

- organiza-
tion, said in a report last year it
had received reports the troops had
used tostore, threats of force arbi-

detentlon and illegal
to subdue the East 'l‘imorese

AFTER HIS meetin with
Mochtar, Shultz and his d
flew to the world’s oldest Bu dhist
temple at Borobudur, in the Java
ungles 175 miles southeast of
akarta, for a day of sightseeing.

Shultz, who arrived from
Singapore on the fourth leg of his
two-week, six-nation Asian tour,
meets Thursday with foreign minis-

ters of the six members of the

Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions [ASEAN].



