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By 3. MICHAEL KELLY

The energy }l’lﬂl “weuld disappear™ If the federa) gnnrm.nenl g

would lessen bureaucratic resirictions and eacourage private indus-
Iry 1o binld more puclear power planis and lap the m\lr;n'l Teserves
of coal and o1l, Republ resid ] daic Ronald Reagan
roniemsed bere yesterday.

Reagan was the guest of Lhe New York Siale Society of Newspa-
per Editors and the Syracuse Press Club at tHote) Syracuse.

Fresh from an Auburn campaign rally atiended by more than

2,000 supporters, Reagan fielded newsmen's questicns for hall an vy

* hour belore departing for more campaign stops in Albany and New-
burgh. He was ta make a final bid (his morning ln Bulfalo for voter
support in loday's stalewide Repuklican pranary, in which he is a
heavy favorite Lo wind up with a majorily of the delegates.

1n Syracuse, Reagan handled with relative rase questions aboul
encrgy, Iran, lederal waste and his record a2 governor of Califernia,
He stumbled Just once, when asked about East Timor, 3 liny Indone-
:::m island a3 unknown (o mosl of {he edilurs as || apparently was ta

eagan.

Says Carter Dalng Linle

‘The §%-yrar-old GOP front-ruaner said the Carter administeation
is duing little except “wailing for a miracle™ to solve the Irantan
hostage criss, and charged the LS. Is not e ergy-poor bul enerpy-
rich. He declined da ofier 3 bint as o his prrierence for a runaing
ntale, and said he has been teeated labrly by the press in both hls 1976
and 1580 bids for tha White House.

Heagan made no speech Lo Lhe editors, bet immediately lnvited
questions,

Asked what he would da shaul 1be navon's encrgy problem,

- Reapun decided Carter [or “acting as If the mly answer we have to

OI'EC i3 conservation.” 5=

Mz claimed the encrgy crisis “is caused by gorcrnment, and gov-
ernment can make it go away.”

Reagan said “outstanding geolcglsts™ have told him that the US,

has "more oil ln existing cil wells than we hove taken out of them,™

« and that only government regulations restricting wellhead prices

have prevented the oil companies from using avaitable technology to
et that fuel out of the ground.
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varsnd Journs! paois by Dic Blumy

Fermer Californin Gov. Ronald Reagaw,

fzont-ronncy fer the Republican presiden-
s tisl pomioatlen, felds questivns duelng bls —

\ -yieal New York eampalgnoray.

“Alaska aldhe,” Reaganti3lmed; “has u aid increased 43 percent during his oight’

potential {for oll) greates than ke knowh'
reserves In Saudi Arabla® 1
1z also said the US. "tiis on the biggest:

# . coal pile any nation every 3at on,” and lotd
the cditors governmen, enviroameniul:

and salety restriction here cause the con-

year lenure.

fle added thal, although he entered ol1-
lee faring a $1%4 millloa deficit left trom?
the adniinistralion of Pal Brown, he
furned » §560 million surplus over 1o
Nrown's san, Jurry, eight years later.

struchion of a new nuclesr plant to lake 12 Heagan said (he state laxed all but the

years, while it 1akea Lhrer or four years in

- _olher natlons. |

*If government will jecognize it Is In'
the way, | think we will reallze wo have no,
Tue) crisis,” Heagan concluded. !'

“Walting far Miracle’

Reagan denounced Carler’s handling ofj
the Iran siluntion.

=1 don't know of anything our govern-
ment Is doing now in relation to the hos-

tages except wailing lor a miracle,” be
i .

said.
He said Carter hay erred bf dcmnu-l
siraling ~' willingness to go along with!
thelr salami theory.”

Je explutned, “They (Tranlan leaders)
keep shicing the salami, leading us to be-
Yteve if this certain thing is done, Lhe hos-
tages will be released. /s 5000 a3 we 1aY|
the last line, they they have another item
or condilioa. As long 23 we are willing to}
negoliate cach additional condition that
thi:y submit, they've gof & reason to keep
thate hostages as long as passible.”

Mates Wellare Declise

Ashed ahout a four-pcar-old newspaper
articie in which a grovp of Califernia Re!

biican state Jeglstators took Lssus with

is clainis of major wellsre reform 3

savings in hls adminlitrallon, Reagan) Mar yues

Tiest 31,000 of 8 family’s incrme when lie
first 1ok ulfice, bul was Iraving alose the
liest §8,000 by the time his sccond 1erm
was over.

In other remarks, Reagan:

= Ualled for an end 40 “the Toun trip”
of 1ax money to Washinglon ard back Lo
the siates, and “an orderly transier™ of
many federal funciions o stale govern-
inent, (o cul wasie and increase elliciency
of service delivery. -

Feleadly with Press

< Said thal, although he had to over-
come an exlreme conservalive image a8
be bogan his 1976 bid fur presidency (1
conid fueed my horns grow as | er the
Mississipp Hiver,” he joked), be has since
made many Iriends among nltrmdjwr—
nalists and feels the press has treated um
fascly. .

-’Sald he would allack federal waste
by asking businessmen to volunicer their
time for (ask forces to review individual
dopariments’ nefficiency. In Calilamia,
he said, 258 businessmen spent an ayerage
of 117 days cach on such task forces, and
made 1,800 specifie recemmendations to
save monoy snd imcreass efflciency. -

~ Finessed his way out of the East Ti-
lion by charging the Carter ad-,

noled wellare eolls decined by 480,000, minisl. ution with meglecting Southeast

* bul average beachits to thone still geifing:
s be: Ihere

Asis and chasging “ihe dominocs have all
fatien‘~ (he dumiinacs 0o uae 5310 would

- 5 —— e e e



-

INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, FRID

§

-

Accounts of Repression in &
Contradict U.S. View in House Inquiry

Mr. Hinkley said Amnesty Inler-

WASHINGTON, June 11
(Reuters) — A U.S. official made a
reassuring report yesterday on con-
ditions in East Timor, the former
Portuguese colony seized by In-
donesia in 1975, but others familiar
with the region diffefed sharply
with his assessment. “

Richard Holbrooke, assistant sec-
‘retary of state for Asian affnirs, told
congressmen investigating the inter-
national relief effort in t Timor
that there had beent a dramatic im-
provement there and many areas

national had collected the names of
22 persons who surrendersd or were
captured and whose present
whereabouts were unknown. “Fears
have been expressed to Amnesty In-
ternational that all these persons
have been executed by Indonesian
forces,” he said.

The Rev. Francisco Femandes,
who heads the East Timorese Refu-
ges Commussion in Portugal, said
the figure of 300,000 dead and miss-
ing was often quoted in letters re-
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cently smuggled from the island. He
said about half the international
food: aid dmwté'lbuée:lh was being
misappropriated and diverted.

Gene La Rocque, a retired U.S.
rear admiral who directs the private
Center for Defense Information,
said' the U.S. government had not
taken a stand against “harsh In-
donesian military actions in East
Timor” because it assumed that
other factors in the relationship
with Indonesia overrode any U.S.
interest in the island.

were returning to normal.

Food and medicine were reaching
nsin need, he said, and recent
‘estern - visitors to. the island off
the Indonesian nrdﬂpela?loa had |
confirmed that conditions had im-
proved . There wes no evi-
dence, he added, to backugﬁnrcpom |
ing di-|

that much of the aid was
verted to the black market.

But "Amnesty

gz:'ve the House Appropriations

bcommittee: on Foreign Opera- '
tions testimony that largely contra- |’

dicted ‘Mr. Holbrooke's statements.
- _.sRepoetaof Executions.. ..
David Hinkley, chairman of the
U.S. chapter of Amnesty Interna-
tional, said ther London-based
human rights orgamization: was

desply concerned -about persistent |

reports ol imprisonmeht and execu-

tions without trial on the island. .
“Amnesty Internitional now be-

lieves that there are strong grounds

.for fearing that the Indonesian oc-| -

cupation forces in East Timor have
executed Fretilin members who had
either beén captured or had surren-
dered under the terms of an amnes-
ty guaranteeing their physical safe-
ty,” he said.

Fretilin is the liberation -move-
ment that unilaterally declared a
democratic a;?uh!ic of East Timor
in 1975 fought Indonesian
forces on the island. :

international, a *
Roman Catholic priest from East |
Timor and a retjred U.S. admiral all ||




By Robert Levey
Globe Stafl

A congressional resolution calling on the Indone-
slan government to withdraw its troops from East
Timor and allow frec elections was being prepared
this week

East Timor, formerly a Portuguese colony. was
invaded and occupisd by Indonesian troops in late
1975 after Portuguese decolonization. Since then
the 1sland has been largely shut off from outside
contact.

Indonestan armed forces have waged a continu-
Ing war against remaining guerrilia factions In the
mountalns and have relocated much of the peasant
population in a serles of camps that house more
than 300,000 people.

During the last twn years, reports of widespread
famine and dzath reached the outside world and
Indonesia has finally permitted food and medical
ald to comic into East Timer, but ¢nly under strict
contra! of the Indnnesian military.

Indoncslan authorities acknowledge about
75,000 deaths during the last four years, but other
estimates go as high as 200,900

A congressional subcommlttec was recently in-
formad hy indonesian officials that the current pop-
ulation 1s abott 598,000, compared to about
653,000 under Portuguese rule in 1874.

Only about 7000 East Timorese have been able
to get off the island, some fleeing to Lisbon where
they reported severe famine in their home country.

The resolution was drafted by Rep. Tom Harkin
{D-lowa), a human rights activist, and was signed
by 55 members of Congress. It asks the Indonesian
government to fncrease humanitarian assistance in
East Timor. to allow free emigration and to permita
US moaltoring presence. It also calls for Lhe with-

The Boston Globe Thursday. April 17. 1980 87~ -

Indonesia may be asked
to allow Timor elections
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drawal of Indanestan tranns and the bolding of an
internally supervised eleciion in which the East Ti-

morese could excercise their right of self-determina- _
tion. i

Though this faction of Congress supports self-de-
termination for East Timor, the US government has’-.
voted in the United Nations seven times against a”
similar resolution. 4

Last month. Harkin and 16 other congressmen .
including Massachusetts Sen. Paul Tsongas and~"
Rep. Robert Drinan sent a letter to President Sukar-
no of Indonesia citing “‘the continued need for relief
... and expanded medical prasence.” -

The letter also expressed “concern in the Con-
gress about the circumstances which prectpitated .
the famine In East Timor." Human rights activisis.”
have charged that the famine conditions were di-- -
rectly caused by actions of Indonesian armed forces.”

The letter urged that "in the interests of contin-
uved cordlal refatlons’ beuween the two govern-
ments, Indonesia shuld continue to cooperate with™ |
relief effnrts. The U4 Congress heavily funds the |~
Indonesian military establishment. ‘\

Most of the relief operation is being conducted by ; ;
the Catholic Rellef Service (CRS), which functions
with US jundiag but indonesian persennel. E
There Is also a small presence by the Interna- |
tional Cammittee of the Red Cross {ICRC}L which |
has recently renegotiated its contract to remain in _*
mdonesta. ICRC s the principal agency with out-— ..
side perscnne! regularly functioning in East Tlmor. ol
Beyond lts reliel function, US diplomatic sources, .,
confirm that the ICRC presence provides the addi- . .
tlonal benefit of a measure of security against repri-
sals and arbitrary acts of violence by Indonesian se-: .

curity furces. =
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Tears for Timor

Five years ago, while most of the world wasn’t
looking, Indonesia invaded East Timor, a Portuguese
colony in the South Pacific that had just become inde-
pendent. A year later, it formaily annexed East Timor
and assured the world that this constituted ‘' self-deter-
mination."" The results have been so dreadful that Indo-
nesia has made East Timor's long years under Portu-
guese rule seem like an idyll — and made even a return
to Portuguese responsibility a desirable goal.

Perhaps a third of the 600,000 East Timorese have
perished through war, military occupation and famine.

The extent of the disaster can only be estimated be-

sause Indonesia will not permit reilef agencies or the
press to have unrestricted access to the area. What can
be gleaned suggests that Jakarta has ample reason to
keep the curtain closed. Reports from Timar tell of re-
newed guerrilla war, of large-scale diversion of reliet
supplies and of treacherous executions of insurgents.
Amnesty International has asked President Su-
harto of Indonesia to account for some 20 vanished
Timorese political prisoners, most of them supporters
of the leftist Fretilin Party. Refugee priests charge
that much of the food intended for the starving -— in-
cluding nearly $13 million worth of American aid — has

been embezzled by Indonesian officials. Despite claims
that the territory has been *‘pacified,” Fretilin leaders
credibly assert that guerrillas have resumed their fight
and have been able to strike at Dili, Tirnor's capitai,

East Timor's travail began when it was precipi-
tately given independence after four centuries as a
colony by a Portugal that was itself undergoing revolu-
tion, East Timor was plunged into civil war, which be-
came the pretext for Indonesia’s invasion, only hours
after President Nixon visited Jakarta. And ever since,
the American position has been that it “understands’
the takeover without formally approving it — an indul-
gence that has much to do with the strategic impor-
tance of Indonesia and its oll.

As refugees have trickled into Lisbon, the Portu-
guese have begun to debate their own complicity.
There are reports that Portugal may offer to resume
its stewardship of East Timor if Indonesia can be per-
suaded to pull back. Admittedly, this is a long shot
course, but even Jakarta may now be willing to reckon
the costs of a messy war with a stubborn people. If
Portugal is indeed willing to try again and this time
better prepare East Timor for independence, then a
step backward could truly be a leap forward.
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Refugees say renewed clashes have brought depx;i\'atfo;'x to the island*
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Reorganised rebels fight back in E.-Timoi
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oecuf:;lmr‘: forces and Frenbin jhe -mid' teami ' working
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Argered by this demonstr
ton. ihe Indoneslan Gover
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stitl in Timor

Thuse Inlerviewed spoke of
heree Aphting In the east of
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uhin leaders were kiilled or
captured
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1§ 100k control of lodopesian -
tnsu feat the eastern lowns of

tnilale and Baucau, carrying
off supplies ol lpdenesisn wab-

-
pons * & top of Dili may'be eiper)
A letter dated December 19, 51 lnnx inereasing -hmhlnb?:u':rl
19?9.;-;: N"'rnuh ha;!-tsh&d. * oY b TR gal ¢ 1o families io Portagal-bee ip
f:::: far ﬂ"mﬂf’ m:f,m:_m,, \ Starving chlldren In East Timor, where fighting has worseped the plight of clvilians 'I-“"” 1u buy food 8d clols:a)

: Ponugal's’ Bew conservaily
| ferxe and blogdy struggie, in Governmesnt. jed by Dr Fru
all of (the easterp oo —

cace 51 Carpeitm, bas  prt

jdmazieg. afier four years,” and ponis from Jakaria that the the eas! nf the island. ials but East Tlmorese serviag misedt 1o act oo st Timof. 4
‘another of Japuary 8 whii yesr; Indoncstan Governmenl hag  *~ The Indooesians had mapy with the Induoesian Army had stalenest of Governmeni it
{* The siwanion 1o the interior sent teinforcements 1o Timor, deaths In Liecember” ope rehus 10' her onlv the beads of teplloor ean obably b

of the Lland 1s very tlotmy ... In defance of UN resolutions’ gee claimed “1 koow. because lndonesian soldiers — decapl especied 1sonn.- Porugs! tro
{duriaf the New Year meason. Although this claim bas not 1 lived mear Dili cemelery, &pd fated by pro-Fretlin mounlun diplumatie relatlions wil
Dili was placed upder 3 sale been substapiialed, army of- §i was regularly cordoned of iribesmen — were  being” Indonesta alter the invasios |
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AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

No Bleep on the Moral Radar

HE QUESTION of East Timor continues to hover

at the edges of the United States’ political and
moral radar screen. It only begins with the fact that
the place is hard to locate: it's an island—actually,
half an island—in the Indonesian archipelago. Until
things came apart in the mid-1970s, it was an obscure
outpost of the Portuguese empire. In the locals’ strug-
gle for the succession, one side surged ahead and pro-
claimed independence; but barely a week later, the

Indonesian army moved in, using American weapons

and diplomatic support, and annexed it. Indonesia is
curreatly friendly and anti-communist, a big ¢il pro-
ducer, the most populous Moslem country in the
world: all reasons why, informed critics feel, the
United States has mostly averted its gaze from what
Indonesia has been doing to East Timor. What Indo-
nesia has been doing, these critics say, is mercilessly
grinding the people down.

When such reports appear, as they do from time-to
time in the press or at the oceasional congressional
hearing, a curious thing happens. Frightful stories
are told of massive numbers of Timorese deaths
caused by the guns or famine-inducing pacification
policies of the Indonesian army. Lately there have
been heart-rending accounts of the brutalization of
ethnic Chinese trying to depart a place where their

community has Jived for 100 years. Then the Ameri-
can officials come on, suggesting that the critics’ in-
formation is out of date and perhaps politically
skewed. There is, it is said, no real merit to allega-
tions that the food aid-that has been going into the
couniry since last year is being diverted or stolen by
Indonesian soldiers. A certain sympathy is solicited
for American efforts to induce the reluctant Indone-
sians to allow international .agencies to distribute
{food and to admit a few foreign visitors. East Timor,
after all, has to be fitted into the broader context of
American interests in Indonesia.

East Timor exists in a geographical eddy and a po-
litical eddy. Indonesia has smarted under the persist-
ent Third World criticism organized hy othet former
colonies, but it has not smarted enough to make the
changes that would bring the refugee and relief-
agency horror stories to an end. It is very hard to
make a strong claim to push East Timer higher up
the list of American priorities. But it should also be
very hard for- American diplomats not to convey to
Indonesian authorities, quietly but insistently, that
an increasing number of Americans are baffled by
Jakarta's policy in East Timor and that it cannot
be in Indonesia’s interest to let the question fester
more.
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William Shaweross, the British
Journalist who last week re-
cewved the George Polk awerd
for investigating U.S. policy in
Combodia in his book entitled
“Sideshow,” completed this
serles on a fiveweek assign-
ment for The Washington Post.
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The sacking of Troy, the slaughter
of the innocents, Attila the Hun, the
trenches of World War I, the genocide
of the Jews—avery age has its sym-
bols of horror.

The destruction of Cambodia is
symbolic of our own time. There are
other contemporary disasters—in East
Timor and Ethiopia to name but twao.
But for a complex of reasons—politi-
cal, emotional and merely logistical—
Cambodia has recently attracted more
attention.

Precisely because of the concern it
has belatedly aroused, Cambodia is
now a vital test: When there is world.
wide consensus that a human disaster
has occurred, is occurring, and will,
unless actively prevented continue to
occur is it possible for pations to
agree that it must be prevented?

Or will short term, often hypotheti-
cal political concerns condemn not|
only Cambodians to death today but
also the rest of mankind to be seen in
history as aveessories to another great
crime of this century?

That Is the issue, If the comununity
of nations does not have the political |
will to save Cambodia, then that corm. |
munity cannot be confident of having |
the will, ultimately, to save itsalf,
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By Roberi Levey
Globe Stafl

A court battle in Augtralia over the publication of same
secrel government documents has shed light on the quiet
complicity of the US government In Indonesia’s 1975 inve-
‘slon of the former Portuguese territory of East Timor,
+ + The court fight centers on a book titled “Documents on
Australlan Defense and Foreign Policy 1968-75." which
fncludes 14 classified diplomalic cables and reports in-
volving the governments of Australia, the United Statea
i indoneala

e AL the Australlan high court has barred publi-
cation of the book, It did not prohibil publication of the
&dntents of the documents. The legal issue was deter-
frined (o be a matter of copyright sather than government
secTecy.

documents are controversial because they reveal
thiat both the US and Australlan governmenis assumed a
timid stance in the face of the lakeover of East Timor lo
Iphintain harmenfous relations with Indonesia, which
hiss crucial security value as a Southeast Aslan ally.

*** portiona of the documents provided to The Globe reveal
.phat, in late 1875, then-Secretary of Slate Henry Hiasinger
specifically instructed US diplomals to keep oul of the
East Timor sltuation.

A report in the Christian Science Monitor last week

speculated that US diplomatic Intervention might have
averted the tragic takeover of East Timor, which resulled

Cables show US walched

as E Timor was invaded

In an estimated 100,000 or more deaths through war and
mmm:;}nnn' f S Intelligence officta)

That uoies & former US Inte a8
saying: “We h.n% lota of time to move the Indonestans in
another direction. Instead, we got right on the Indonesian
bandwagon.”

East Timor, which was an impoverished Portuguese
colony for 400 years, was invaded and absorbed by Indo-
nealll jtll:!lfew maonths afier Portugal withdrew its colo-
nial rule.

Indoneaia, which already owned Wesat Timaor. the west-
ern half of the lsland, Invaded and look over East Timar,
claiming that a civi) war in East Thmor could cause prob-
lems for the reglon.

Privately, an authoritative US government source
called Indoneata’s action “'a pure grab.” Since the
takeover, East Timor has been virtually cut off from the
outaide world.

The majority of the native population has been con-
fined lo refuges campe, while the Indonesian mililary at-
Lempis to wipe out the last vestiges of guerrilla resistance
In the mountains.

The contsoversinl documents include a dispatch In Au-
gust 1975, four months before Indonesia’s Invaston. from
R.A. Wolcott, who was then Ausiralla’s ambassador (o
Indanesia. The dispatch from Wolcott to his government
includes the following:

*“The United States might have some Influence on Indo-
nesla at present as lndonesia really wants and needs Unit-

SUMA'I;R

/}h INDONESIA

ed Stales assistance In {ts mililary reequipment peo-
gramme, but (US ambassador (o Indonesla David) New-
som told me last night that he ls under Instruciions from
Kissinger personally not to involve himself In discussions
¢t Timor with the Indoncsians on the grounds that the
United States s Involved In enough problems of greater
imporiance overscas at present . . . His present attitude s
that the US should keep out of the Portuguese Timor situ-
ation and allow events o take their course. His somewhat
cynical cornment to me was that If Indonesia were to inter-
vene, the United States would hope they would do 8o “eifec-
Hvely, quickly and not use our equipment.’ ™

As It turned out, the Indonesians relied heavily on US
supplied Bronco alreraft and replacement parts in thelr
mountaln war with the guerrilia resistance on East Ti-
mor. Even the Indonestan government has acknowledged
that the war and subsequent etarvation conditions
claimed at least 80,000 Timorese lives, Native Timorese
are not allowed to leave the island, though a few Chinese
nationals have been able to get out.

Indonesla permitted a belated food reliel effort by
Cathalic Reliel Services and the Internalional Commitlee

L

TEMOR

|
Shaded ares is Indonesia. Unshaded haif of Timor island, lower right, is East Timar.

of the Red Cross, under strict superviaion by the Indone-
sian military.

But as recently aa October, a delegation of nine US sen-
ator, including Paul Teongas of Massachusetts, called on
Secretary of State Edmund S. Muskie to ask the Indone-
slan government to permit free emigration from East Ti-

mor.

The senalors alao expressed concern that no outsiders
had been allowed itito peisons on East Timor lo check on
conditions under which political prisoners are being held.

The mest vocal US critic of the East Timor sliuation
haa been Rep. Tom Harkin (D-lowal, who urged in an artt-
cle in this month's ve magazine that “commer-
clal arms sales 1o Jndonesia must be suspended . . . Pres-
aure can and should be brought (o encourage Indonesta to
withdraw its troops ... and allow the Uniled Nations to
administer the tervitory until such Ume as the East Timor-
ese can determine their own political future . ..

“And finally, Congress should subject the history of
our Involvement in this tragedy L0 comprehenslve scrutl-
0y In the hopes that the United Stales can avald complic-
ity In fulure ‘East Timors.” "
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VOICES PROPHESYING WAR

The deadly game of nations

HARPIR'S, APRIL (35,

by Lewis H. Lap

N NOVEMBER of last year, the Cen-
ter for Defense Information in
Washington circulated a memoran-
dum listing the thirty-seven wars
then in progress in the world. The
memorandum estimated the probable
casualties in the most violent of these
wars (see table below) and went on to
suggest that neither the United States
nor the Soviet Union, no matter what

the range and capacity of their arsenal,
could preserve so delicate a mechanism
as a balance of power.

This is an ominous judgment, and jt
raises the possibility that much of the
current talk about the revival of the
Cold War fabout Soviet troops.in Af-
ghanistan, about “vital interests” and
“force levels” in the Persian Gulf, et
celera, et cetera) masks the fear of

CONFLICT
1. Kampuchean Civil War & Revolution
2. Afghanistan Civil War
3. East Timar War
4, Lebanese Civil War
5. Sino-Vietnamese War
6. Philippine Guerrilla Wars
7. Guatemalan Civil Violence
8. Zimbabwe-Rhodesia Guerrilla War

The 8 Most Violent Conflicis in the World Today

something worse. The people who j
50 loudly on the weakness of the U
States might be trying to pers
themselves that they live in an or
world, or at least in a world in w
orderliness remains within their g
Rather than risk the prospect of gi
to their fear too dreadful a shap
name, and being in need of a fam
enemy, they take refuge in the u
tional abstractions and make the S¢
Union the cause of all their uneasir
Perhaps they wish to offer a lesser
in place of a greater one. It is alr
as if they were saying that they wi

Lewis H. Lapham is the editor of Har
A collection of his essays and articles,
titled Fortune’s Child: A Portrait of
Urited States as Spendihrift Heir, ha:
cently been published by Doubleday.

[ T Mo Cormaae o
r--..c-_ o

NUMBER YEAR THE

OF DEATHS CONFLICT BECAN
500,000 to 4,000,000 1970
100,000 to 250,000 1978
108,000+ 1975
50,000+ 1975
30,000+ 1979
30,000+ 1972
22,000+ 1967
20,000+ 1972

A WORLD AT WAR
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Indonesia ‘losing eontrsi
gver Bast Timor

From Jill Jolliffe
in Lishan

Latest reperts from * East
Timor, Porlugal's former
South-cast Asian colony, con-
firm earlicr claims that new
fighting has broken out there.

East Timor was invaded by
Indonesia in 1975, after a civil
war during wnich Portuguese
authorities withdrew. Local re-

mand and killed several key
leaders.

East Timorese  refugees
arriving in Portugal say that
fighting flared arain in the
east ol the i=lind late last
vedar, and is continuing. Lettars
recently smugcled from  thoe
tervitory  support this, and
allege a breandown of Indone-
slan cantrol. ¢

A documment written {frem

East Timorese Liberation ; eaded *an  Account of the
Movement, has continued since ;Jndonesian Invasicn of Timor,”
1975, atthough it appeared to ,claims that resistance ha2s heen
have been alimost crushed early strenpthened by tite defection
last' year when an Indonesian to guerrilla fovrces of Timorcse
search-and-destroy
dismantled ils ecentral com- army.
L] 1 .

mi—

sistance, led by Fretilin, theDili, the capiwal, an blarch 26,

operation serving with the Indonesian
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"Australian Court Weighs Ban on Disclosures

]

e T Thundey. Nosenber 13,1530 ' ‘THE WASHINGTON POST

L

By'Peter Costigan .

Bpecial Lo The Washington Fosd

. CANBERRA, Australia, Nov. 12 — Attorneys try-
ing to get a ban Jifted on a book disclosing secrot de-
tails of sensitive Vietnam-era relations between Aus-
tralia and the United Statea told the High Court to-
day that hundreds of Australiana already have copies,
along with the US. Embassy, .

- Evidence also was tendered in the court, the equiv-
alent of the US. Supreme Court, that at least ona

- radio station in Melboume is reading large sections

“of the book, “Documents on Australian Defense and

Foreign Policy 1968-75," and that more than 600
copies have been sold in Canberrs, Melboume and
Sydney bookshops. :

fers mainly to diplomatic communications between
Australia on one hand and the United States and In-
idonesia on the othar, particularly Australian criticism
of Indonesia's takeover of East Timor in 1976, ac-
‘cording to argumhents in court. . 1
*~ Excerpts printed in two newspapers before pub-
{lication waa temporarily prohibited were mainly cables
showing that Australia was not succeeding in the ear-
ily 1970's in gelting greater control over Amerjcan mil-
Jitary and intelligence installatlons on Australian soil,

. The material the government wants supressed re-

They also showed that successive Australian govern-
ments accepted the situation whenever the Stats De."
Earl.menl. assured them of US, milltary protection

y under the 29-year-old Anzus Treaty of mutual de-,
fense among the United States, Auatralia and New
Zealand.

The Australian government last weokend got &'
High Cowrt injunction against the two newspa
that had staried to publish extracts, The S Y.
Morning Herald and The Age, and against the (]
distributor, Angus and Robertson Lid, The injunction
expired yesterday, when the High Court began heating
argumenls on whether the injunction should be made
permanent or publication be permitted. But the two
hewspapers and the book's authors egreed not to pub-
lish further extracts ot o sell the book until the
court case is finished. -

The lawyer for The Age, Jeffvey Sher, told the
court that not only had hundreds of copies of ths
-book been sold and excerpts read on radio stations,
but, that both the U. 8. Embassy-and the Indonesian
Embassy had obtained copies of it.

“More importantly,” Sher said, “the government is
lrying to impair one of the basic freedoms — the free--
dom of speech. The freedom of the press (o publish
what it thinks is in the public interest would be im-
paired in a serious way.* . '

Sher said the government's main concern seemed

+%0 ha the effect the book would have on Indonesia,
"“What we have are documents which show that
Australian public servanis were advising the foreign
miniatera that the best way to deal with Indonesia-

L

S 'was that't

AT W R g ey = W a g s
.

truth should be the last thing to he
used,” ho sdid. “We say that the government’s desire
to havs that material [criticiam of Indonesia during
its military taleover of Fast Timor] kept secret will
do this nalion s far greater disservice than the ex-
posure of that criticism.”

lawyer for the government, 1..J. Priestley, zaid
hiscmmtannﬂuuprinciplea:tlw“dwtﬁmofoon-
fidontlality” between government ministers and of-
ficials edvising them, the government's elaim to copy-

right of its documents and the possibility that pub-
Reatlon of the documenta wmhf%hdru{lw Crli)r‘llm
ct.

Australia’s Crimes Act makes it a serious felony
or public servants to reveal details of their work or
for citizena to acquire classified documents illegally.

‘The head of the Defense ent, William Prj-
tchett, said in court that 14 nts in the book

- are classifiad and that he believes they were stolen.

The head of the Foreign Affairs Department, Peter
Hendorson, said the material about Indonesia was
of “a particularly delicate kind* °

*The overriding sensitivity of this chapter is the
mentioning by name of, and at times critical references
to, leudti'cng Indg:ninn pol'il.lcal l{:gum \:rlho are atill
very much on scens, from president down,”
he added. “Publication of this material could have
an immediate and continuing damaging effect on Aua-
tralia's relations with Indonesia®

'The judge hearing the cese said he will heer more
technical evidence Thutsday and then resorve Judg-
ment for no longer than 14 days.
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Timor’s Legacy: Useless Currency, S t,z'_anded People

. By KENRY KAMM
Symrrak 00 The bew Yark Thims
DiLI, East Timor — However poor
East Timor was as a Portuguese colany,
it is pocrer today, afier the precipitale
deparmure of Porrugai in 1973, the civil
war and the [ndmesian invesion and an-
pexXItion.
Its economy, almost endrely agriculs
aral, lies in ruins, unable even tn feed tha

population at the submstence level of the
colonial past. The jatand’s principal cach

Last of three articies.

crop, coffes, ly being prodoced 52 about 8

quarter of tha pre-1973 rate = 1 125 tons
in 1978 compared with 5,584 in 1973
Moreover, Timorese and other resi-
dents herw affirm that a comsiderable
share of the coffes exports benefits the
Indonesian Army, which plays the most

But bowever little money they owned
lost it. The Timorese e3-
up-

have registered with the [oternatiooal
Commines of the Red Cross as Portus

citlrens Portugal. In
T Tass stages of colarualism, Porrugal

stages
conferred the right to citizmhipon all its
subjects,

But to the Red Cross in Ja-

escndon, less then 530,000, thay were! karts, Porrugal has saidf is unable 10 e« | iheir rellgion, Bot of 40 priescs hers be-
wiped out. The Indonesian offfcial cotin- uch oumbers, fors 1975, culy 27 remaiin. Theachers have
ﬁ&mmjwmmﬁ mnpnmﬂmh ,beznaune:i 2 :
o nese, were ve Terzesd
trieL to lexye with the approval of Cathalicim [ Strong Feres
*“Faor the time beteg, the escudo is pot] officinls last year. Most weve said Lo bave fppears. to Temain e
valid,” said J. Silaenm, an official semt|paid vp to two million the | strongest force. In the ioterior village of
from Sakarcs &3 the Governor's asaistant | cquivalest of SIS, for the privilege. | Usoiere o 2 Sunday morning, the
for peonomic matters, In East Tlmor,| Timorese oeed otficial permission even o chamts of prayer drifted froem the open
teal power appears to be exercised| go tootber partsof Indanesia. Fdoors of the church, A coegregation of
the [ndonesian Army 4 Prison Camps Said to Exisg emaciated men, women and children
tive power lurgely by Indonesian civil were ‘sented on the bare floor of tha
An air of restrictiveness, of whlSper- feinreh, witich bears the perchad-up holes
- 1 |ing, is evident among the small educstod | o Indenesien naval sheiling.
Fomil=s S5t tn Dilk. Tha Timoress digmitAry ase{ They were singing. but thers was po
Mr. Sliaen, who scied a3 serted that four conceatration CRMPS OF | gas at the altar, A gt who s
sald of people who have escudas, It is{ political prisons existad — (w0 bete, CD81 gjder than 13 sarted a sew wisetie
Detter they ask the Government of Porto- I serond town of Bancau and o8 | eyer the singing flagged. They sang in
gal." During the interview, the pear Mallana, He sajd the prisoners were | porcoguese,
offictal appeared to drop his neural tone | kept *Death 1 the traitors,” sonecos had
and arguad Lke sn advocete move than Francis Xavier | sergwied, also tn o the well
an isterprecer, da Cruz said, i en interview mords | of the deserved schoolhoume scroes tha vil-
mmmmtﬂmﬁthH!miﬂ!_ - lage aquare. But no one korw &by maore
having their saavings wipad out are those ﬁ::sln.hh:p.lhnmludﬂsd?m for which traitors the slogan had bues ine
wha for one reason or another | lin] the Jefeist tended, -
were out of reach of the evecuation boats impriscned. Bit be said 20 or more o The soong wood o hom carvings of
and that tonk the smaill manber of | were (o a form of custody, some 1] East Timors folk artists have disape
Portuguess ot in 1973, They 18 bouses hers. poared from view, znd 30 have the fill-
toxal “We Ty 1 wash their brains of Com-| rrog silver vynaments of Portuguesa in.
Those oy withour families here walk and thea they can live| oimrine The carvers and sitvergaiths
ferlornly through the placid streets of this with us,” said Mr, Lopes, who added that | have vanished, Some examples were
small colonial capital, keik 52 the menger| 0onof his brothers was killed by Fredlis, | jormd atter s lang search in a small shop.
displays {n the shops that are owped Roman Catholle pricsts szid that dee mw.mwum
mnm:;mmum; 5'; mmmmmgm W vl : b
2 7 e0-| cinles of Indone=ia’s political philasoplry.
m:dugsmmmmumn;@:d specil Most of | =2
opers & Pormguess woman., popalstion leagt nocusally|
A oumber takn their menis there, and| Carholic, and about ) percent practicey
speday, perheps, they will be abla o
,rmmburie Mama Catering, the owner.
Meanwhile, ths fades, the melancholy
Portuguess scngs of ‘hove, bee
i come almost unbearably when cos
‘usmmmnhmmdm
guess men esting their soup by them-
selved, a3 they have bees for mor than
four years tn the same hote] dining rooet,
while their wives and children are doing
the same in Poetgal or Austraila,
r Unwentad by Naticms Iovelved
The men belirve that Indonesis and
Portugal would Ike to {orget about them
‘X Timorese dignitary ssid the Indone-
\sians do not want thetn to lesve because
they would teil the cutside world of the
saness of Timor, while Pormugal does
oot want them: to come because it alneady
shelters almost & mition refugess troen
p:tmma“mnm
dignitary cited for Portuguess inaction
vuMnd:.l-ﬂthdunﬂawﬂ':b
teparriation Portuguesa wold give
implicit recognition to the colaxy’s ade
“ In additioa to the 200, a ol of 17,000
Timoress were unofficially reported to
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The Shaming of Indonesia

' In the eyes of the Third World a generation
ago, nations were divided very much in the

spirit of George Orwell's “Anima] Farm” —

four legs bad. Western colonial powers were
all two-legged, and none seemed quite so bad
as. Portugal, keeper of a huge, impoverished
empire. But things are not so simple any-
more. At the United Nations the other day,
Portugal was praised for championing the
cause of self-determination in East Timor, a
former colony. Now Indonesia, which an-
nexed the colony, is plainly the bully. A more
shaming judgment on Indonesia, once the cy-

nosure of the Third World, is hard to imag-

ine, ]

Under four centuries of Portuguese rule,
East Timor summed up much of* what was
bad about European imperialism. A small,
poor territory at the eastern end of the In-
donesian Archipelago, East Timor gained a
veneer of Catholicism and little else from
Lisbon. When the Portuguese empire crum-
bled in 197475, East Timor was left to fend
for itself. Its people had almost no prepara-
tion for independence, and a violent struggle
for power attended the Portuguese departure.
. Using the strife as a pretext, Indonesia in-
" vaded East Timor inr 1976 and annexed the
. territory the following year — all in the name
of self-determination. {Under Indonesian oc-
cupation, a tenth to a third of 600,000 East

Timorese have died; no one can be sure of
the real figure because access is restricted.

' Like Cambodia, East Timor has become sy-

nonymous ‘with starvation and refugees.
Americans have given some emergency aid
but Washington's role has not been glorious.
Successive administrations have ‘“under-
stood” without endorsing the Indonesian
grab. - -

Belatedly but creditably, Portugal has re-
considered its responsibilities, In September,
Lisbon’s Council of Ministers called for top-
level consultations with all concerned, while
stipulating that negotiations with Indonesia
would imply no approval of what Jakarta has
done. There are a lot of hitches — not least
the uncertainty arising from the Portuguese
premier’s death on Thursday in an airplane
accident. But the gesture could lead to Lis-
bon’s return, as a decolonizing power. There
is one recent precedent, in Zimbabwe, of a
former colonial overlord returning temporar-
ily to power to arrange legitimate self-deter-
mination. ,

In welcoming the Portuguese initiative, the
General Assembly offers Indonesia redemp-
tiom. If it is scorned, Indonesia would be coﬂ‘-
firming that its brand of colonialism is as.
ruthless as any once fashioned in Europe.

I.THE NEW YORK TIMES.
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10 most censored stories

News you didn’t get toread

The QOctober 1980 issue of
“Common Cause™ magazine
features an article titied “Best
Censored Stories.” It lists ten
serious issues “which affect peopie”
about which there “is a lack of
information.”

Why have these stories gone
untold? Either bias or else “the
media have shared interests with big
business . . ." says the new
magazine.

And here are their “Ten Best” for
1980, drawn from a larger list
prepared by sociologist Dr. Carl
Jensen and his students at Sonoma
State University in California and
ranked as “Top Ten” by a jury of
prominent media specialists and
social scientists.

1. The Corporate Crime of the
Century. “Dumping” illegal and
dangerous products on Third World
countries is a widespread and
profitable U.S. corporate practice
which endangers the health, lives and
environment of millions of people
outside the United States.

2. The Real Iranian Story. The
mass media failed to report both the
inhumanity of the Shah Pahlavi's
regime and the official U.S. support
of that regime resulting from the
chah's strong ties to the United

States through Henry Kissinger and
David Rockefeiler.

3. U.S. Guilty of Human Rights
Yiolations. In 1979, a panel of seven
international jurists came to the
United States to conduct a nationwide
investigation of prison conditions
and the judicial system and found
the U.S. guilty of systematic
violations of human rights.

4, Third World Sweatshops. In
order to find cheap labor and to
escape U.S, health and safety
regulations, increasing numbers of
major American corporations are
setting up branches or contracting
jobs under *sweatshop” conditions in
Third World countries.

5. Occupational Disease. The U.S.
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration reports that at least
100.000 workers die each year—and
three or four times that number
are disabled—as a result of
occupational diseases attributed to
new chemicals, many untested for
safety, being introduced into
industrial products and processes.

6. Worst Nuclear Spill. The worst
nuclear spill in U.S. history occurred at
5 a.m. on Juiy 16, 1979, when 100
million gallons of radioactive water that
contained uranium tailings breached
from a pond into the north arm of the

Rio Puerco, near the small town of
Church Rock. N.M.

7. The Tragedy in East Timor. Since
December 1975, when Indonesian
military forces invaded East Timor
following a short-lived civil war there,
neutral observers have estimated the
number of Timorese people slaughtered
with U.S.-supplied arms at from
50,000 to 100,000—ncarly 10 percent
of the population.

8. PBS: The Oil Network. The Public
Broadcasting Service, once touted as a
truly educational and noncommercial
television resource that would expose
Americans to a wide variety of
opinion, has instead become the
handmaiden of major otl corporations
that serve as key underwriters.

9, The Meost Powerful Secret Lobby.
The Business Roundtable, which includes
the chief executives of nearly 200 of
the country’s richest corporations
whose assets amount to $1.3 trillion,
about hailf of the nation's total gross
national product, has become the most
powerful secret lobby in Washington,
exerting extraordinary influence over
elected legislators.

10. The Unknown $65 Billion Bank,
The Federal Financing Bank, an
obscure, off-budget government bank,
has made loans that help the
government hide how big the national
deficit really is and allows government
agencies to go ahead with projects the
Congress thought too costly or
unnecessary. Since its start in 1974, it
has loaned S65 billion, a sum that
exceeds the total outstanding loans of
the world’s largest private bank, the
Bank of America.

Our side’s not dead—yet

By GUS TYLER

Whenever I hear that “liberalism is dead,” which is
often nowadays, [ get a sense of “deja vu,” a feeling
that I have been here before,

There 1 stand in my knee pants in 1924 distributing
leaflets for La Follette and Wheeler, presidential and
vice presidential candidates of the Progressive Party.
The campaign was a sort of last gasp for “liberalism”
in a vear when the Democrats named a corporate
lawyer as their candidate who was at least as conserva-
tive as his Republican opponent, whose slogan was
“Keep Cool with Coolidge.” Between them, these two
conservatives picked up almost 82 percent of the vote.

Just to confirm the entrenched conservatism of the
1920s. Herbert Hoover poiled 58 percent of the popular
vote (Reagan only got 51 percent this year) to rout Alfred
Smuith.

But just four years later, liberalism came back to life
as Roosevelt polled 57 percent of the vote against Hoover.
In 1936, conservatism was dend as FDR polled more
than 60 percent.

But the Republican Party, despite repeated defeats at
all levels, did not disappear and in 1952 Eisenhower
polled 55 percent of the vote (more than Reagan) to
defeat Stevenson; four years later, Tke polled 57 percent
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to bury Stevenson under a conservative avalanche.

That Ike Age was a cold season, made more chilly by
Vice President Nixon and Senator Joseph McCarthy.
Once more, ‘twas said, “liberalism is dead.”

But four years later, the cavaliers of Camelot were
exploring New Frontiers and then, in 1964, LBJ with his
Great Society polled an incredible 61 percent of the vote
against his conservative Republican opponent, Barry Goid-
water. “Never again,” 'twas said, “will the GOP name a
conservative as its standard bearer.” Liberalism was riding
high in the saddle.

Yet, four years later (1968) in a text-book confronta-
tion between two men (Nixon and Hubert Humphrey)
who appeared as the embodiment of the conservative-
liberal traditions, Nixon won. Then, as if to confirm the
death of liberalism—again—Nixon polled more than 60
percent of the vote against George McGovern in 1972.

Yet, in 1976 the Democrats were back: and now a con-
servative Republican is about to be inaugurated.

This brief history suggests that those present pundits
who hasten to print their obits for liberalism, like others
in the past who erected tombstones for conservatism, are
shallow scribblers without a sense of history or humility.

For there is a pendulum that swings in politics—biologic
and sociologic. As Gilbert and Sullivan would have it:
“Every litte boy or gal, who's born into this world alive,
is either a little liberal or else a little conservative.”
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 MALNUTRITION and dis-
ease are still more wide-
| spread in East Timor than
in ravaged Cambodia, but
the people are slowly
struggling back to life.

The picture emerges from
conversations with  know-
ledgeable sources in the
Indonesian capital, four years
after Jakarta’'s troops an-
| nexed the tiny former Portu-
guese colony by brute force
ard proclaimed it the nation’s
| twenty-seventh province.
1 My application to visit the
tarritory was rejected by the
so-called  G-Division, the
larmed forces intelligence
| bureau that wields supreme
authority over East Timor.

< indonesia is a big piace,'
I was told by a grinning
colonel, ‘why don’t you BO
somewhere else?’

| It seems Indonesia is_dis-
1 tressed that foreign visitors

dwell on the past, rather than
looking towards the rosy
future mapped outin @ glossy
government brochure enttled
' ©gast Timor to build a better
I tomorrow.’

By all accounts, the past
1s still likely to thump you int
the eye, and if you' are an
Indonesian in uniform, it’s
liable to shoot at you.

In an effort to blunt inter-
{] national criticism of their
il actions in East Timor, J akarta
|| is allowing two relief agencies
to care for the 300,000 people,
more than half the popula-
tion, who fled their homes
and were reduced to starva-
tion after the Indonesian
invasion.

Progress has been made.
< They're not dying like they
were when we arrived five
months age,’ said one relief
worker. The observation is
relative, People continue to
die from intestinal diseases
and malaria complicated by
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acute malnutrition and vita-
min deficiency.

Neither the Catholic Relief
Service nor the International
Red Cross teams are aliowed
sufficient access to make
meaningful assessments of
how far their emergency aid
has cut death rates,

Perhaps the most telling
observatipn came last week,
from an offictal who'd
recently visited Cambodia. He
said that medically the East
Timorese are in a worse state
than the Khmers,

Indonesia recently rejected
an offer from the United
Nations Children’s Fund to
add its weight to the relief
effort. Relief officials are con-
fident that the Catholic ser-
vice and the Red Cross at
least wili be allowed to con-
tinue their work when the
inidal sgreement, giving
them six months’ access, ex-
pires next month.

Broken spirit

After this the fate of East
Timor is anyone’s guess, and
glossy brochures and prom-
ises aside, the indications do
not bode well.

The hungry and malnour-
ished 300,000 came down
from the hills' towards the
end of 1978 when three years
of Indonesian military attri-
tion had broken the back and
the spirit of their resistance.

They are now confined to
s resettlement villages,' each
with its squad of Indonesian
t100pSs.

Relief officials lope that
maize already planted near
the villages will provide
enough to feed the people for
fve months this year, but
G ere are doubts about
whether the disvuption of
the peoplie’s semi-nomadic,
wibal life-style will enable
them to feed themselves in
the future. |

The only evidence of Indo-

‘Slave’ islanders |
istruggle to survive '|'§

from BRIAN EADS in Jakarta, Indonesia

resian development plans are
the ‘resettlement viliages’
and the schools staffed by
teachers shipped 1n_from
indonesia, with the offictally
stated aim of ‘ washing their |
brains® of Fretilin’s nation-
alist ideology..

Visitors say the relation-
ship between Indonesians and
East Timorese is like that be-
tween master and siave, and
that there is little prospect
of renewed resistance from a
severely traumatised popuia-

1:00.
1 was told that in the capi-
tal, -Dili, educated  East

T morese are confined in at
least one, and perhaps more,
* concentration camps.’

Australia and the US now
oppose UN resolutions affirm-
ing the right of the East
Timorese people to self-deter- |
mination. Britain, for its part,
abstains, but will shortly de-
liver eight BAC Hawk ground !
attack/trainer aircraft to the|
Indonesian armed forces.

The * considerations which
prompted Indenesia to
gobhble up East Timor, and
won the tcit support of the
West, remain —— unimpeded |
g;issage rhrou{gh her waters

r warships of the US Pacific
Fleet, the possibility of off- |
shore oil, and the need to dis- |

courage separatist inclina |
tions  in Indonesia’s outer
istands.

* Looking at it now,’ said
a source in Jakarta, ‘1 see
that East Timor never had a |
hope.-They're just too small|
to stand up for themselves |
and no one is prepared to |
stand up for them.’

The death toll since the
Indonesian invasien is put
at somewhere between 60,000
and 100,000.

The joyless prospect for
East Timor is that it will be-
come just another impover |
ished backwater in Jukarta’s
far flung empire. |
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By Edward Girardet |
Special correspondent of _|
The Christian Science Monitor

" East Timor: more food

but repressive rule lingers

Hong Kong

An unexpected success story as far as

emergency relief is concerned appears to

be materializing in the former Portuguese
overseas province of East Timor.

Rellef sources are reporting an overall
improvement in the previously desperate
food sittuation on the island. Some dis-
placed persons are reported to bave been
allowed to return to their homes.

But Timorese church sources say that
many are being kept In ssresettliement”
camps. Once self-sufficient in rice, the ter-
ritorylsnuwheavﬂydependentontoodlm-
purts.ltlssﬁllunclearwbethertheislaﬁd
will be given the encouragement or oppar-
tunity to again become self-reliant.

Although relatively ignored by world
opinion, rellable reports indicate that as
many as 100,000 inhabitants on the island
may bave died of starvation or been killed
in Fast Timor since 1975, That was the
year Portugal relinquished its four-cen-
tury-old colonial rule over the eastern part
of the island after the outbreak of a short
civil war.

This was followed by Indonesia's brutal
invasion and annexation of the territory.
An estimated 50,000 Indonesian troops
launched a systematic sweep through the
countryside to *pacify’ all forms of guer-

rllia opposition seeking tull independence. —-E.G.
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Up to 200,000 farmers fled into the forests
and mountains, while others sought refuge
in eamps in West Timor or escaped to Aus-
traiia.

Fighting is reported still continuing in
certain parts of the island, But relief agen-
cies no longer consider the food and medi-
cal situation as critical as it was. Catholic
Relief Services in New York says it will be
winding up its emergency operations at
the end of the year. The International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), how-
ever, has prolonged its food and medical
assistance program for 90,000 persons un-
til March 1981,

Still, observers warn that East Timor
may not have seen the end of the bloodshed
yet.ltcmndgoonunulpouﬂcalunmstln
the interior areas is tully resolved. Portu-
gal has hinted that it would be prepared to
accept tutelage of the territory again if
Indonesia could be persuaded to withdraw.
But at the moment, at least, Indonesia
seems hardly to be in the mood to do this.
It did not allow the ICRC to return to the
island until 1979. The ICRC has not yet
been allowed to visit prisons on the island.

International, the London-
based human-rights organization, contin-
ues to document cases of persons who sim-
ply ‘disappear”’ under the Indonesian
occupation.

]
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Foreign relief needed urgently

I was pleased to read Spencer Punnett’s
article, which provided a vivid and personal
picture of the East Timor tragedy. Severat
points should be made, however.

@ Indonesian forces invaded East Timor
much earlier than many ohservers realize.
Shortly after Fretilin won the civil war with
UDT in September 1975 Indonesian units be-
gan “‘covert,’’ across-the-border attacks into
the territory. The military attacks were ac-
companied by a well-orchestrated propa-
ganda campaign that represented the situa-
tion as a “‘continuing civil war between rival
Timorese factions.”

¢ Far from “refrain(ing) from major in-
terference during this period,” as Mr.
Punnett = writes, the - Indonesian army
launched a signiticant border invasion in Oc-
tober 1975; it was during this assault that five
Australian television newsmen were killed by
Indonesian troops, an action clearly aimed at
concealing the covert intervention.

® By November 1975 Indonesian attacks
had turther intensified — and were witnessed
by two Australian journalists; still, Jakarta
denied any such military involvement. It was
in this setting that Fretilin declared indepen-
dence, in the hope of bringing the issue of

Indonesian aggression before the United Na-
tions. A few days later Jakarta invaded in full
force,

® Respected journalists and other neutral
observers — including a bipartisan Austra-
Han parliamentary delegation — spent con-
siderable time in the territory during the Sep-
tember-December 1975 period, and insist that
Fretilin was a reformist coalition, with a

strong populist — not Marxist — orientation.

These observers concluded that Fretilin en-
joyed widespread popular backing and was
governing in a moderate, responsible
manner. 2

Rellef agencies said at the time that food
production had, in fact, been restored after
the civil war ended (one can hardly attribute -
current problems to the residual effects of
that period). But by labelling Fretilin as
“Marxist” and bellowing loudiy enough about
*“‘civil war destruction,” Jakarta was able to
lend some plausibility to its own posture, es-
pecially to the far-off observer. .

Even now, there is a problem of disputed
information, with the Indonesian gevernment
saying one thing and other sources saying
something quite different. What is plain, how-
ever, ia that to date, only a handful of interna-
tional relief personnel have been granted ac-
cess to East Timor; their access to significant
parts of the territory has been limited, if only
because of lack of manpower. -

The history of East Timor over the past
four years would alone seem to dictate that by
any humane standard, a large presence of
neutral observers is required. Add to the his-
tory the fact that recent refugees speak of
continuing Indonesian atrocities and a pre-
valling atmosphere of terror. There can be
little dispute over the need for a sizable in-
crease in the number of foreign relief and
medical personnel — and soon.

Ithaca, N.Y. Arnold S.-Kchen

C\"hs'ha.m. SCLBIhCC
ﬂond‘or' Rarech 20 (%0

Letters are welcome, Only a selection
can be published and none tndividuaily ac-
knowledged. All are subject to con-
densation. Please address letters to
“Readers write.”
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Refugees Say Rebels in East T1mor Are Still Fighting the Indonesians

By JAMES M. MARKHAM
Sprciat o The Hew York Thses
LISBON, July 23 —

gumillu ars still harassing In-

duuunu-mpubem. nworﬁlng tonawly
arrived refugees and letters amuggled
out of the terri

tory.

New information about the situation in
East Timor, including the extent of
mmﬂm has became’ ditficuit to ob-

rticularly as the Indonesian au-
Jm es g r to have been able to re-
ol refugees briting thelr

wa uuu.o Portugal.
ew refugees, all of them ethnle Chi-
nese, are airaidof speaking to Ists
In case they might | chances
of relatives seeking to get out of what
lhcydescrlbeullmdn unger, CITUp-

nd violence.
roup of Chinese who have
Mmz 000 Timoress re In
fugal asked that they not be fled 85
a condltion for giving Information about
Dill, the capttal of E&st Timor. They left
lel'i:nl the end of last
W

fore being allowed to fly to Lisbon.
$3,000 Bribes Reported
g man sald he had pald bribes
f 'ugun rson (0 arTange departures
?mg [ 1] gd Jakarta for himself and
several relatives. Hemdthntmml:ﬂ

other East Timor
monsy tnbrlbautel:waywlhl
ndonesian

mJI\Inel bol tnnyslmn f ggled let.
[lislg ] of Nl

the Timor refugees here and In

lhlﬂyuplndltemlbellmdm

Socialists Win Municipal Election
Over Center-Rightists in Portugal| o,
LISBON, July 28 (UPI) — Portugal's

Soclalist Party won a municipal election | Assistani
by hve voles over the rullng center-right-

ist coalitlon
l!e northern city of

The elect|
Mealhada, gnvelthouialI:u four seats
inClity Hall to the Incumbent Democratic
Alliance's three.

The Soclalists* leader, Mirio Soares,
described the victory as a *‘symbolic
demonstration' of his party's rejuve.

nated force and sald that the party's Re-|tonal

publican and Soclalist Front was the
“oaly viable allernative (0 beat the
right™ in legisiative elections in October.

spend ;
in I.he Tndonesian capltal of Jakerta be-

cM many dylhe I luer ﬂm
ans, I
from edema or malnutrition,

The Indonesian casualties, which this

meeuldmuhlghusowlw
ferried

Dill
from the owm.;r:l belicopter and
evacuated by Jemllﬂ C1% mll!u.ry
transports 0 ln on
'mmdayi.uast h.l{l'cund
moTtar

r" dlad.

ant, and * mlybe
Elght Indonealan ‘doctors wo;ked at the
hospital, the refugeea said.

Coaflict With U.S. Repost
nm;eu accounts and other

Timotesa accounts of continued nﬁuﬁ
appeamdl.omnldwlthm
of State C.
the Houso subcom-
mittee cn forelgn tions oo June 10
that it 'wuaot ! iate 1978 and early
1979 that centrally directed Fretilin
armod activity was fully contained by In-
donesian mititary uulmy md ceased o
pose a significant
Fretllin, a leftist movement whose
name la an acron;
Liberation h
‘Thnor alter s brief clvil war in the sum-
merof 1975 before the an ses and
alrbarne invasion of Dill oa Dec. 7, 1973,

|The movement has been badly splin-
tered, and there appears to be litle coor-

“In the Antdnla da

Hospitat Reporied Crowdod
' this
tha Chinese

Sometimes the soldiers who are wounded
fight and cry out to the doctory because
there is no medicine for them, no antibiot-

jes.
{:nnnrm aocmmu ol earlfer refu-
uld l!ut

8 tobe

RS b

rrillas, which mc'\.r'luﬂwted more o

Yy reprisa Fretilin

ters who had than to
t they sald was a stight Im;

in the avallability of food in

thnie Chinese sald, OF the food situation,
hesald “Wecan't keepa lot of food In tha
house because if we do the Indonasian sol-
diers will come and steal it A lot of Chi-

iralaor osalenst o Y o
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‘amine Continues in East Timor v/

A war-related famine as dramatic os Cambodia's now affects nost

of the people on the eastern half of Tinor island.  Ea=t Timor was
iqvaded by Indonesia in 1975, 10 days aiter the tervitory had de-
clared its independence from Povtugal following founr centurics of
cilonial rule. Indonevian troops, using avis manufactured in the
wS., tried for four years to chase Tiworewe guervillas from bar-
ren mountain hideouts. Though internalional obscrvers were kept
out, church sources say the population was reduced from 688,771

fn 1974 to 329,271 in 1078,

o5t December hearings in Congress, U.S. officials said about
200,000 mountain tribal people are now living in some 150 re-
settlement areas. Included in this anumber are 60,000 who are
soriously affected by severe malnutrition and disecze.  Ho une
Knows how many more are unreached.  International relief aid
Jorth $15.8 million, including a U.S. sharc of SU.8 willion,
is being administered by Indonesians deipite charges ol
Lorruption.

7 Ask your senators and representatives to pess foi inter-
national supervision of famine oid to kast Timor and nore

iid as needed.
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Position Open

A job opaning is unticipated
in Bread for the vorld's church
relations department early in
19:0.  Applicants must be able
Lo relate easily to parish
pastors--in person, by maii,
and by telephone. Organizing
skills and the ability to
handie one's own clerical work
are also required. The posi-
tion will he full-time. Salary
is based on need. Send in-
quiries and resumnes to the
director of church relations
by Jan. 31.

Move Delayed

read for the World has delaved
‘ts move into new offices. The
we will be rescheduled oha
he address announced at a
later date. Until then, con-
inue to use our current ad-
iress, 207 E. 16th St., lew
ork, NY 10003.

Vlembership Tops
30,000

sread for the World membership
topped the 30,000 mark 1n late
;ecember. Beginning the new
/ear with this wmany concerned
hWristians 15 especially en-
ouraging. .ontinue to urge
ithers to juin!

Annual Meeting

Tne annual wmeeting of Bread
for the Yorld Inc. will be
held Jan. 22, 1920, at 9 a.m.,
at the: Mary Repatrix Center,
13 East 29th Street, Hew York,
Hew York. The wmicet ag will
fornally acknowlid  the elec-
iion by members of .ine candi-
dates to the Board ¢ Directors,
and complete the el tion
PrCess.,

Media Contacts

We need the names and addresses
)f any media persons who have
given coverage to Bread for the
Yorld. Mail them to Huth Fowle
at the national office.

3

Election Activities

With the publication of the new
election kit, Bread for the
World's 1980 election activi-
ties are underway.

Some local groups are already
involved in the elections, in-
cluding people in lowa who are
vorking to make hunger concerns
a part of the platforms of the
parties in their state,

Local activites outlined in
the kit include voter reyis-
traltion, candidates nights,
evaluation of candidates, and
media worl .

The national office will be
supporting local groups activity
with an evaluation of the presi-
dential candidates' positions

on hunger issues, a mid-summer
rating of congresspersons and
the selection of some nemrbers

of congress for awards for their
work on hunger issues.

To find out what you can do to
make hunger an election issue
in 19¢0, contact your congres-
sional district coordinator or
write the national office.
Election kits, which have been
sent to all congressional dis-
trict and state coordinators,
are available from the national
office for $2 each.

L
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‘ OPINION AND COMMENTARY

East Timor: a comic opera turns tragedy

By Spencer Punnett

For mest Americana, the starvation of hundreds of thou-
sands of humble villagers ln East Timor Ls a rather vague
sort of tragedy. Half of an island located north of Austrajia,
east of Java, west of New Guinea ~ most people have only
the haziest notion where any of these areas are, friuch less Ti-
mor jzell. I's hard to ldeotlly with humas suffering in a
place you've never heard of.

But lor ma the impact ts vivid and direct, because [ am
one of the few Weslerners who ever visited East Timor while

== of gaunt, starving children or read accounts of firebombing
and wholesale destruction, it is a shock Lo reconcile these im-
sges with my yol bly well-fed T4 who
were olated from prosperity yel also remeved from depri-
vatio. Tt seems as strange to think of the desolation of East
Timor as It would be to envision the ruln of New Yorx or
Chicago. .

I came ta the island nearly a decade ago as = young
backpack traveler on my way scross Asla, The view [rom Lhe
alrplane 1 had boarded in Austraila was my first glimpse of
the Orlent. Subconsciously I hod pictured the East as
overflowing with inhabitants, packed elbow to elbow — a0 I
was surprised to find myself staring over rugged hills cov-
ercd with dense green forest, Here and there I sported a
clearing. ringed with thatched huts and brown foatpaths
leading o small fields. I scanvely Lmagined that four years
later those hills would provide refuge for Timorese guerrillas
fleeing an Indonedlan Invasion,

Ironically, my own few weeks’ stay in East Timar would
have been shocter were It not for border tensions between the
Portuguese and the Indoneslans controlling the western hall
of the lsland, disrupting transportation. American olficlals ln
Jakarta privately characterized the conflict as a comic-op-
£1a affalr, in which a few shots were occasionally exchanged

§ = “lnatheonly casualty might be a cow., .
K Unfortunately there was nothing funny about the
* which took place soma time after I left. On Aug. 11, 1978,
beldened by & th of gor in Portugal, a mog-
= erate Timorese ence party, the UDT, announced it
was taking over. A blogdy clvil war ensued, principally bee
' tween the UDT and a Marxist-oriented faction known as
Mlmummhﬂﬂghmmuunwmmeumr
hand.

Indonesla refralned from major Interference during this
period, though lIssuing wamings that it would not
countenance the formation of a8 communlst-ieaning govern-
ment on iis border. But when Fretilin declaret the establsh-
ment of a ' People’s Hepublie of East Timor,” Indonesia’s re-
attion was swift. On the pretext of o catl trom rival factions,
the Indonesians moved Ln and quickly quashed resisiance in
DUl and other towns. Ttmorese mlitanis retrealed Lo the
hlits. In July 1978, Indonesta formally incorporsted East T1-
mer aslts ITth 2

Australlan officials were outraged by the brutality of the
Indoneslan Invasion, citing widespread lonting rape, and toc-
ture. Military operations continued In the countryside. to
strengthen controt. One eyewitness has de-
scribed saturation bombing of villages and necused the Indo-

= -4 neslans of genocide, US reports have estimated the death tall
through war and famine at up to 100,000 some humanitarian
groups clalmed it was really twice that much. By the end of
1979, perhaps 300,000 Timorese were sulfering from acute
majnutrition.

To asxert, a3 some have, that the present crisls Ls largely
the result of eariler Portuguese neglect and the practice of
primitive slash-and-burn farming technigues seema, as Con-
gressman Tom Harkin (D) of lowa put I8, “ludicrous.* The

ppasite view — that Ind in deliberately [ostered Uve fam-

ine to starve the rebels out — may be exaggecated. Certainly
economic displacement during the colony's civil war played
a part, as did poor weather conditions. Nevertheless, it ap-
pears clear that Lhe situation never would have reached such
At extieme If ot for ruthless Indonesl P polich

Ezst Timor may seem remote, but its people = and their
Suffering — are very real. Yet for years their plight has been
virtually Ignored by the rest of the world, Even now, there Is
A controversy as to whether international humanitarian ald
Is effectively reaching those who so desperately need L.

Thete: Ly no telking how many lves could have been 2aved
nmwmwmmm"ueﬂununmmr
= after Fretilin's power was completely broken — to ask for

International reitef ald. According to receal accounts, malmu-
trition la East Timor s no longer as acuty as it was, although
villagers still perish each month from cumulative effects,
Apparently the worst is over. Let us hope, for everybody's
pescoof mind, that itis.

Spencer Punnett works for the Monitor's radie syndi-
cation service. -
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Oxfam offers helplng hand i |n 80 countries

By Deborah Cowley

Specinl to
The Christian Science Monitor
Oxford, England

“We're just a tiny enlesprise with a hand-_
ful of blokes trying to get on with the job." as-
serts Guy Stringer, deputy director of Oxfam.
the international relief agency based in this
ancient town. =

“We ‘re Just trying to do the best we can to
relieve human suffering.”™

Whether it is alrlitting supplies te fiood
victims in northern India, supporting sel-
help projects in Ethiopla, or- sending food to
Cambodia, Oxfam has won a reputation for .
bélping thousands around the world. Conor
Cruise O'Brien. editor of the Observer
(London}calls the group a “relatively lean,

' unbureaucratic operation, highly effective in
proportipn to its retatively small size. ™

Despite its size — last year's budget barely
reached the £10 milllon ($20 milllon) mark -
the agency supports more than 1,000 projects -
in 80 countries.

“What we're trying to do is not only help
poar people achieve the basic needs - food,
health, shelter. work We're trying th help
them become aware of the options they have
in society," says Richard Moseley-Williamas,
who- heads the agency’s Latin America
prograin.

Pru}ecnmdermsmperﬁstun'mil.year'.

range from a $50,000 grant to improve the
skills of Balivian potato farmers to a 525,000
donation to suppart a fishermen's cooperative
it Chile. Local participation Is a vital part of
Ox{am’s support.

. To seek out and supervise projects, Oxfam
has appolnted 17 field directors and 20 assis-
tants who work on the spot in a dozen coun-
tries of Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

“In this way," explains Asian director Da-
vid DePury, *we can kesp an eve on existing
projects and walch for new areas where we
can help, We can also respond to local inftia-
tives which Is an important part of our

Emergency help is another of Oxfam's
priorities, In 1960 the group rushed funds and
clothing to famine victims in the Congo, to

survivors in Guatemata in 1975,
&nd to flood victims in northern India In 1978.
. InNovember last year, Oxfam contributed
$130,000 to the Cathollc Rellef Service in East
Timer for food and medical belp to drought
victitns,

!

,Guy Stringer on a visit to Cambodia

And lnst fall, the tion captured
warld headlines when it brought relief to thou-
sands hit by the famipe in Cambodia. Since

unloading its first shipment of food in Septem-

ber, Oxfam has shipped over 10,000 tons of
food and equipment into the country.

Additionally, a consortium of 30
nongovernmental agencies, organized and led
by Oxtam. is pumping £2 million ($4 million}

amonth into the relief effort.

Oxfam’s widely publicized Cambodian
venture hat prompted an avalanchs of inguir-
ies and donstions. Extra staff were hired to
hartie calls reaching 600 & day and to process
the flood of contributions for Cambodia.

A speclal Christmas appeal from the popu-
lar British children's tejevision show, “Blue
Peter." raised more than £3 million that was

handed over to Oxfam for its wo
Cambodia.

Oxtam has a history of bypassing pe
to belp the needy. Thirty-seven years .
small group of idealists met i Oxford t
cuss the plight of children starving in'Na
cupled Greece. Calting themselves the O
Commitiee [or Famine Retief (later !
ened to Oxfam). they collecied $40.0(
food that they channeled through the (
Red Cross.

The campaign was controversial.
ever, and the British government haltec
avoid indirectiy helplng the German Armn

Oxfam picked up its efforts again afts
war, helping European refugees. anc
grown apace since. with 40 regional ory
ersin the United Kingdom and Ireland.

-, It has also spawned offshoot organiz:
in'the United States, Canada, Australia
Beiglum. which use the Oxfam name
erate independently as autonomous gr
“They are linked only in name and in sp
the mother organization,”” Information o
Sue Roberts explains.

Oxfam's headquarters is a vast netwi
offices stretching above a modern sho;
mall on the edge of town. A stalf of 1501
out the agency's dual function: promaotin
Iund-raising at hame and nurturing the ¢
opment projects abroad

Forty percent of its funds come from
donations, often raised with near-missic
zeal. In the mid '60s Oxfam was respor
for the now-famous *‘spon;
walks,” a fund-ralsing venture that o
the Imagination of groups around the woi

Other contributions pour in from th
Oxfam shops around Britain which
donated used clothing and handcrafts

developing coun

Oxfam has {aced many challenges, bu
could be greater thar in Cambodia. In sp
reports that conditions are Improving.
Stringer warns that belp is still deper
needed. -

Future prospects in Cambodia an
rosy.” he says. ‘“The December harvesi
terrible due Lo the fighting and excessive
and there won't be a decent crop Hit
December,™

, He adds that “it's up to us and the va
agencles™ to make sure that the Cambx
people are fed untl] pext December, whe
hoped that the farmers will have a better
vest.
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States News Service

WASHINGTON — A Cornell Univer-
sity Asian affairs analyst has eriticized
the State Department for promoting what
he termed a “deceptive” policy that has
worsened the plight of the East Timor
population in Indonesia.

The speaker, government and Asian
studies professor Ben O. Anderson, was
the last of a group of academicians and

foreign service officials to testify during _

two days of hearings before two House
foreign affairs subcommittees that are
scrutinizing the fiscal 1981 budget.
Anderson's comments Thursday fo-
cused on the alleged human rights abuses
of Indonesia, the warld's fifth most popu-
ious nation, which occupies thousands of

islands on the Malay archipelago and a°

land area three times -the size of Texas,
Among its holdings is the former Porty-
guese half of the island of Timor, which
the Suharto regime annexed four years
ago.

Anderson, and Philippines specialist
James R. Morrell, of the Washington.
based Center for International Policy,
leveled harsh criticism at State Depart.

.

—Asia.

plight

ment reporting.met

5 in Southeast
eir testimony prompted Rep. Dan
Mica (D-Fla.) to suggest a “moratorium”
on the foreign aid budget until the entire
document is reviewed.

In 1979, US economic and military as-
sistance to Indonesia totaled $226.1 mi}-
lion, :

In a 25-page writien report — the third
such statement Anderson has prepared
annually for the joint subcommittee hear-
ings — Anderson called foreign service
officials to task for allegedly downplay-
ing the degree of repression in East Ti.
mor.,

“The horrifying nature and scale of
the Suharto regime's violations of indi-
vidual human rights in East Timor bears

comparison with the situation in Cambo-
dia,” states his report, based on foreign
and domestic newspaper articles, internal
State Department memoranda and per-
sonal interviews.

And by playing a “consistent role of
misrepresentatign 1o Congress and to the
American people to protect the regime.
US policy has contributed significantly t¢
the plight of the ‘East Timor people,” hi
told legislators.
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US might have averted -
tragic Timor takeover

By Danlel Soa.lttw.-.x'i,nnﬂ_Sci ——r
Staff correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor
Washington

The United States might have been able to prevent
Indonesta’s catastrophic invaslon of the territory of East
Timor five years ago, according to newly avaijlable
Australian documents.

At the same time, a former US Intelligence officer who
was intimately familiar with the situation at the time
supports the view thaj the US could have persuaded the
Indonesians to refrain from invading.

“We had lots of time to move the Indonesians in a dif-
ferent direction,” said this source, a former US Central
Intelligence Agency officer who agreed to discuss the
question with the inderstanding that his name not be dis-
closed. “Instead, we got right on the Indonesian
bandwagen.”

The official Australian documents dealing with Timor
and other subjects are the focus of court actions that
could prevent thelr further distribution in Australia. But
while the High Court in Australia barred a new book enti-
tled “Documents on Australian Defense and Foreign
Policy 1968-75," the court did not prohibit the publication

+# Please turn to Page 6
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THE CHRISTIAN SCEENCE MONITOR

US might have averted tragic Timor takeover

of information contained in the documents.
The Australian government contended that
its relations with Indonesia would be
damaged by publication of material in the
book that dealt with the fate of Portuguese
Timor.

In one of the documents obtained by the
Monitor, Australa's then ambassador to
Indonesia, R. A. Woolcott, argued in a cable
in August 1975 that the United States ‘‘might
have some influence” on Indonesia, as that
country ‘‘really wants and needs United
States assistance in its military re-equipment
pregramme.”

But Mr. Woolcott said that US Ambassa-
dor David Newsom told him he was under
instructions from Secretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger persenally not to involve himself in
discussions on Timor with the Indoaesians
“‘on the grounds that the United States is in-
volved in enough problems of greater impor-
tance overseas at present.”

The Australlan ambassador said Mr.
Newsom's aititude was that the US *'should
keep out of the Timor situation and alfow
events to take their course.” .

““His somewhat cynical comment to me,”
continued Woolcott, “was that if Indonesia
were to intervene, the United States would
hope they would do so ‘effectively, quickly,
and not use our equipment.’ *’

But as now is well documented, in the inva-
sion of Dec. 7, 1973, the Indonesians did use
American equipment. And because of the
heavy resistance they met from Timorese
guerrillas, their invasion was neither quick
nor immediately effective. In the end, the
Indonesians had to resort to considerable
bombing and strafing and what some wit-
nesses described as a program of deliberately
denying food to supporters of Fretilin, the
Timorese independence movement.

The starvation that followed the invasion,
according to some accounts, was comparable
to that in Cambodia. At one point last year,
more than 200,000 people, or two-fifths of the
population of East Timor, were said by ex-

perts to be suffering from severe malnutri-
tion. As many as 100,000 inhabitants on the
island may have died of starvation ar been
killed.

The Australian documesnts reveal that
there was debate among high-ranking Austra-
lian officials prior to the invasion as to the
wisdom of supporting such an action by Indo-
nesia, a huge, strategically located, oil-pro-
ducing nation. A secret document prepared
by a division of the Department of Defense,
for example, discloses that this department
early on argued that all parties accept an in-
dependent state in Portuguese Timor.

The document contends that “If Indonesia
could be persuaded to accept the unpalatable
reafity of Fretilin and the major switch of
policy involved in'acceptance of an indepen-
dent state, there could he prospect of fruitful
talks, with Indonesia in a strong position to
establish major infiuence in the territory.”

Indeed, the document asserts that “if the
Indonesians were skillful in their political
poticy, this course would offer them after the
passage of some years good prospects of
peaceful absorption of the territory or at least
unchallengeable dominance there.”

The former CIA official who had followed
the situation in detail at the time said the ar-
gument some American officials made —
which was that East Timor was pot a viable
entity — was not convincing.

*It would have been a viable entity if we
and some other governments made clear to
the Indonesians there would be a price to pay
if they went ahead and invaded,"’ he declared.

In October of this year, 10 US senators,ina
letter to Secretary of State Edmund S.
Muskie, spoke of reports of continued fighting
in East Timor, the jailing of large numbers of
political prisoners, and the concern of the sen-
ators about prison conditions and the fact that
families who were separated during the con-
flict in East Timor have been unable to be
reunited. Many thousands of Timorese desire
to join their relatives living abroad, the letter
said, yet few have been allowed to leave.
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REVIEW & OUTLOOK

Cambodia and Timor

An interesting campaign has been
shaping up over the past few weeks on
the issue of East Timor, hatl of an is-
land in the Timor Sea off the north-
west coast of Australia. Neighboring
Indonesia annexed East Timor shortly
after Portugal granted the place inde-
pendence in 1975, but the Indenesians
have had 1o spend the past four years
stamping out a left-wing guerrilia
group that has also put ap a strong bid
for control of the territory. The TI-
morese casualties, from war and star-
vation, have been huge. Some com-
mentators are suggesting that the sit-
nation is a kind of U.S.-spunsored
Cambedia, The charge tells less about
Timor than it does about certain vari-
etles of American political thinking.

The devastation in East Tlmor cer-
tainly Hluminates some of the uglier
realities of post-colonial world polltics.
151 1975 Portugal, after its own revolu-
tion, was pulling out of its colonlal
bases and responsibilities around the
world. East Timor was one of those
responsibilities;  Portugal  precipi-

. tately turned the place over to a covey

of warring political factions, and the
most left-wing of them —called Fretil-
in~soon got the upper hand. The milj-
tantly anti-Communist regime in Indo-
nesta responded, with striking unself-
copsciousness, by simply taking over,
Fretilin resisted; thus the war began.

It has been, by ail accouats, 2 bry-
tal one, It seems that the first incus-
sions by the Indoncsians were savage
enough to frichten many Timorese
into fleeing Into the country's interior
along with the guerrilias. Then fear of
reprisals and pressure from the guer-
rillas themselves seem to have kept
the civilians in the interior, away from
their homes, even after the Tndonesi-
an-rontrofted areas bl becone moce

secure, The disruptlons of war, includ-
ing bombings, kepl viilagers from
their fields. Theusands were left hun-
gTy or starving.

1t wasn't until a year ago that Indo-
nesla asked for international aid for
the Timorese, and not tili September
that food finally began arriving. Ry
now reports are that the signs of acute
starvation are gone. But one not-im-
plaustble estimate Is that 100,000 peo-
ple, in this territory with a present
population of perhaps 550,000, may
have died during the war from hunger
and Its atiendant diseases.

It sourds suspiciously Jike Cambo- '
dla, some people are saying. And this
one is ours: Indonesia is our ally and
oll supplier, it's American arms that
the Indonesians used to perpetrate
their atrocities.

Well, bad as the sltuation in East
Timor Is, there are a couple of fea- -
tures of some practical importance
that distingutsh It from Cambodia.
The U.5. Is putting up most of the
money to relieve the Timorese, and
the Indonestans are, however grudg-
ingly and imperfecly, letting the food
In. The Cambodians would be in con-
siderably better shape if the Soviet
Unlon undertook comparable behavior
for itself and its aily.

But more important, it's self-delisd-
ing to talk as if the U.5. had the power
any longer to determine the ouicome
of a situation tike Timor. The violence
that has cursed the place Is the wholly
unsurprising mark of a disintegrating
world order; talk about Lhe evlis of
U.S. power Is likely to hasten that dis-
integration, not arrest It. Those wor-,
ried about the human cosis of such
chaos might da well to start facing up |,
In Heat eonneriion
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U.S. activists try to break
silence on East Timor

NEW YORK—'‘East Timor :s ‘where
the world’s worst war—im terms of
the percentage of the'population
killed—is now raging,’’ said: Ad-
miral Gene LaRoque of'the Eenter
for Defense Information,

the site of mdespr f .-j.-

lems in C ambodta." Tt
Chomsky; *‘the Amerigan
have largely maintain
about East Tlmor." whi
nesia invaded in 1975 Ameri-
can arms and tacit approval

Chomsky and 200 other activists
met in New York last ‘week for a
two-day conference sponsored by
the Asian Center to coincide with
the opening of the annual UN de-
bate on East. Timor in the Decolon-
ization Comxmttec.

Scholars reppried that at least
one-third of the 600,000 native
Maubere people have died since In-
donesia invaded the former Portu-
guese colony. Recent refugees say
that defoliants now are causing ex-
tensive crop failures. *‘In Novem-
ber 1979, the fopd situation was
worse thar Biaffa,” said Arnoeld
Kohen of the Washington-based
East Timor Research Center. Food
aid now finaliy has been allowed to
enter the territory, but Indonesia
still does*ng!;‘ ermit international
agencies to aversee its distribution.

‘‘Some aud‘ mrugrams help the
lndonesmns mare than the Timor-
ese,”” said Jam Dunn, an Austra-
lian diplomat. *“The food goes to
soldiers shortspn rations. Or the

mer colomal riler, surgcd the U.S.,
Indonesia and other countries to
confer about the  territory’s future,
raising cautious hopes of a nego-
tiated political settlement. The call
for talks is believed to reftect
Fretilin’g success in lining up diplo-
matic support from Brazil and the |
newly indeépendent Portuguese-
speaking countries of Africa. **We
believe that Mozambique and oth-
ers quietly encouraged Portugal to
make this move,”’ said Ramos
Horta.

Conference participants agreed
that the U.S. role is crucial for any
ceasefire effort, since it supplies
arms to Indonesia, ostensibly be-
cause the country is a major oil
producer. But as two speakers
pomted out, only 6 percent of Am-
erican oil now comes fmm lndo-
nesla J. .| i

Congress has alread ld'mar—
al hearings on East Timbr, though
it is hardly ready to cut of'f military
assistance to Indoncsw.; This year

the House approved hi nitarian
aid and emigration for the |
Timorese, but defea strongl:r
resolution, sponsored by Rep.
Tom Harkin of Iowi t called

Timor and the withi
donesian troops. »°< =
But the activists are " dlicﬂun
aged. “We're begmmﬁi to create
doubts now about the U.S. posi-
tion in the highest government cir-
cles,”” said anthrgopologist Richard
Franke, **This is an important time
in which we can have an impact."’
—Joanna Foley

militagy sells‘the: supplies to the na- |

tives.'? g

But despMmr monopoly of
food aid and #ieir U.S. arms sup-
plies, the 30,000 Indonesian troops
have not been able to defeat the
3,000 soldiers ficlded by Fretilin,
the East Timorese Liberation Front.
In fact, East Timor is fast becom-
ing Indopiesia’s Vietnam. °‘Indo-
nesian soldiers do not know our
mountainoys terrain,’’ said Jose
Ramos-Hofta, Fretilin’s represen-
tative to the LIN, ““and they face a
hostile population.’’ ‘Some Indo-
nesian troops reportedly try to
avoid tours of duty in East Timor.
According to Ben Andersen, a
Cornell scholar, ‘‘Officers have
been attacked by their men.’’

In September, Portugal, the for-
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Cambodia (Continued)

Food Support Makes Crops Possible
A team of experts from the United Nations Food 1
ture Organization reported: “It appears that the inc
rice production by almost 100 percent within one year+
sible due to the support given in food aid to the rural

the scope of projected international relief operations
for 1981. Thailand’s U.N. Ambassador stated that
some programs — for example, fish net factories and
the training of doctors, nurses, pharmacists and teach-
ers — went beyond the “mandate” of providing emer-
gency relief.

This eriticism reflects a concern that the humanitar-
ian programs are strengthening a government installed
by an invasion which has been rejected by the major-
ity of nations. It underscores the unresolved political
conflicts which remain over Cambodia. During 1980,
no substantial progress was made towards achieving a
political solution in Cambodia. In many respects, the
divisions within the international community over
Vietnam'’s invasion have widened. Despite the fact
that the U.N. in October overwhelmingly reaffirmed
its opposition to Vietnam’s invasion and continued to
recognize Pol Pot’s Democratic Kampuchea, Hanoi
refused to moderate its policies. Rather, since its brief
military incursion into Thailand in June, the immedi-
ate issue of contention has shifted from the cccupation

On the other hand, China has maintaine
mitment to Pol Pot’s guerillas, who are prin
fined to the border area near Thailand. Ths
tion of Southeast Asian Nations {(ASEAN)
ing Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
and Thailand, which sponsored the October
lution, appears uncertain how to pursue the:
of its Vietnam diplomacy. Meanwhile, figl
tinues in some areas, an estimated 200,000 V
troops remain in Cambodia, and the Hen
government seems to be consclidating its cor
Hanoi’s aegis.

Given this complex tangle of clashing po
military interests, economic devastation an
ing food and health problems, the Cambod
must be seen as truly heroic. In the face o
difficulties they have survived with the as:
the world community. Despite the many
that remain, they appear to have passed
difficult stage of their recovery, primarily 1
their own efforts and the deep concern

of Cambodia to the threat Vietnamese forces pose to throughout the world.
Thailand’s security.
Refugee Review Asia
East Timor
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A remote place, as far as world opinion is cone
Timor has been in turmoil since 1975. The isla
eastern end of the Indonesian archipelago anc
north of Australia. The size of Massachusetts, it
istered by Portugal until 1975 when that country
colonial holdings. Indonesia, which already cor
West Timor half of the island, moved soldiers in
A local movement, Fretelin, fought for indepen:

Originally populated by 600,000 people, it is
some relief officials that as many as 100,000 h
fighting, reprisals by Indonesian troops, and by

Thousands fled into the mountains and other
gathered in resettlement areas, where aid, relucta
ted by the Indonesian government, was furnis!
Catholic Relief Services and the International Cc
the Red Cross. The closest estimate on the n
placed is 100,000 at the end of 1980.

In 1980 the Portuguese government suggestec
that it might be willing to reassume responsibil
Timor. However, no interest was shown by the g
of Indonesia. Approximately 7,000 people from
have made their way to Portugal; they do no
refugee status. A handful has also settled in M



By the end of 1980 aid officials and journalists were
reporting marked improvements in the health and
nutritional status of the Cambodian people, although
a very small percentage of children recently surveyed
by UNICEF were classified as “severely undernour-
ished.” Many serious problems remain, particularly in
the area of heslth. Although a rudimentary health
clinic network has been established throughout much
of the country, and some hospitals have been refur-
bished, much crucial health work remains to be done.
Programs to combat malaria and tuberculosis — two
very widespread diseases — have only begun recently,
and there is still a severe shortage of trained medical
personnel. Another problem relates to transportation.
Some of Cambodia’s main roads have been deteriorat-
ing steadily during the past years, and little has yet
been done to repair them.

FAOQ estimates that Cambodia's food deficit before
the autumn 1981 harvest will be between 118,000 and
218,000 metric tons, a deficit considerably less than
that of 1979-1980. The agency projects that the inter-
national organizations will need to supply at least
75,000 tons of grain in order to help meet Cambodia’s
food requirements. Bilateral assistance from the Soviet
bloc is expected to provide additional food.

If conditions do not deteriorate during 1981, it is
possible that Cambodia will again become self-
sufficient in rice after the end of year harvest. But this

By the end of 1980 marked
improvements in peaples’
health were observed

will require continued assistance to enable farmers to
put large areas of untilled land back into production.
The FAQ estimates that at least one million more
acres will be needed to achieve self-sufficiency. To meet
this goal, the international community must contrib-
ute 20,000 metric tons of seed, as well as large amounts
of fertilizers, pesticides and other commodities. The
estimated cost of such an agricultural program will be
$29 million. Among other U.N. sponsored programs
will be emergency repairs to irrigation and seed pro-
duction facilities and continuing the restoration of
primary education and health care sites. Early esti-
mates were that the total cost of the 1981 program for

Distribution of UN food supplies and household kits i
returnees in Battambang Province, Cambodia.

Cambodia will amount to $236.4 million.

As the performance of the relief effort has improve
the criticism leveled at it has changed. At a Decembe
10 meeting of donors in New York, at which $62 mi
lion was pledged, 2 number of countries objected t

Growing Rice = Success
“...the international commitment to help
. Cambodia, mounted and perseveredin theface of
overwhelming obstacles, has meant the differ-
. ence between life and death for an entire nation.
“What most signified the success of the relief
effort so far were the rice seedlings. . . as far as
the eye could see, were green paddies filled with
rice seedlings. Mare than 60,000 metric tons of
rice seed provided by relief agencies are now
planted and growing.
“Much still must be done in Cambodia before
‘normal’ conditions return. But whereas last fall
- despair permeated this small and once-gentle land,
now there is hope. And where there was near
total devastation, now there is rejuvenation.”
— The Rev. Theodore Hesburgh
Fall, 1980

{Father Hesburgh, president of Notre Dame University, served ag

chairman of the National Cambodia Crisis Cornmittee, which led in mising
370 million in non-gavernment contributions.)
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By BERNARD D. NOSSITER

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y. — When the New Hebrides,
the South Pacific Island chain, became dent as
Vanuaty on Wednesday, barely a score of archipelagoes,
desert wastes and other remote places on this earth re-
mained as concelvable candidates for statehood, still under
the United Natlons’ watchful eye over nt territories.

An earlier and less bureaucratically suphemistic age
would have called them colonies. They range from minis-
cule Pitcairn island, where 60 descendants of the Bounty
mutineers sell stamps and fish, to South-West Africa, where
30,000, mostly black residents, are the center of a political
struggle to escape the white-domlinated rule of South Africa.

The independence hopes of eastern Timor have been
crushed by an Indonesian army which has virtually de.
stroyed a guerrilla movement and replaced colonial Portu-
gal. On Alrica’s northwest coast, Morocco Is fighting for
Western Sahara against an force backed by
fwo rich, radical neighbors, and Libya. British Ber-
muda, the United Statas’ Virgin Isiands and Micronesia,

» &re in no hurry to cut their ties to London or Wash-

. They want more subsidles rather than to go naked

into a poasibly dangerous world. Others — Gibralter and the

Falkland [slands — are caught between middling powers.

Spain chalienges Britain's hold over Gibraltar: Buenos

Alres wants London to yield the Falklands lying off Argenti-
na's southern shores.

Most United Nations members are former cojonles and
take a keen interest, particularty in territories still ruled by
Western nations. The world body’s Special Commitiee on
the Situation with Regard to the Implementation of the Dec.
laration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun-
tries and Peoples meets once a year to examine progress to-
ward the colonials’ goal of determining their own fate.

of the Pacific Islands (where Micronesia is due next year to
bedome a state freely associated with the United States). On
the whole, saya the American diplomat who does the report.
ing, the forced accounting is a good thing, even though the
Special Commiittee, heavily dominated by third worlders,
complains that the United States has not done enough to per-
suade its islanders of the joys of self-rule.

The most critical case is South-West Africa; its inde-
pendence is a war cry for Africans. The United Nations has
been conducting a tortuous negotlation with South Africa
through five Western mediators, including Washington.
Meantime, guerrillas of the Southwest Africa People's Or-
ganization raid South-West Africa and, In turn, endure South
African air strikes usually at base campe In Angola. Agree-
ment has been all but reached on a demilitarized zone strad-

dling the South-West African border that would clear the
way for United Nations-supervised elections. Pretoria, how-
ever, fearing that the United Nations would tiit the electoral
balance to the guerrillas, has delayed signing the agree-
ment. Africans worry that South Africa will cede power toa
local council dominated by whites. (Last week, South Africa
announced formation of a new territorial defense force to be
under the local council’s control,) However, the bellef per-
sists that South-West Africa — as Namibja — will inevitably
follew Zlmbabwe as a new African nation.

The outlook has been far less certain In the Western
Sahara since its phosphates, nomads and desert were aban-
doned by Spain in 1975, The Polisario Front is thought to
field 10,000 to 15,000 fighters, equipped by Algerian and
Libyan oil money. They are opposed by 60,000 Moroccans
aided by $232 miliion in United States helicopters, jet tight-
ers and other matériel. Morocco contends that 75,000
nomads can't make a state and that the fighters are largely
Mauritanian mercenaries. Rabat says it has contained the
Polisario and seeks talks with Algiers to end the struggle.

The United Nations doesn't like to choose between third
world *colonialists*” but tiits towards Algeria, whose resolu-
tions win more votes each year., Apart from Washington,
Morocco has good African friends — Egypt, Senegal and
Zaire. But the Polisario, and Algeria, are winning the politl-
cal stru?gie. The front is close to recognition by the Organi-
zation of African Unity. If that happens, the United Nations
majority will dutifulty foliow and the Polisario (an acronym
for Peoples Liberation of Saguia el Hamra and Rio de Oro)
will attain the status of government-in-exile enjoyed by the
Palestine Liberation Organizatjon.

The tragedy in East Timor after Portugal left, also in
1975, went all but unnoticed. Indonesia's Invading army
slaughtered, raped and pillaged on a scale large enough to
bring mass famine and disease to the 700,000 inhabitants. A
local guerrilla force, Fretilin, fights on but its strength is
estimated at a pitifut 600. The United States belleves that In-

'ummdonhnnnmompﬂahedlmmslxecinl
Committee walks gingerly around this one and only Mozam-
bique speaks loudly In support of Fretilin (the Front for
Timor’s Revolution and National Liberation).

Argentina wants the 200 Falkland Istands near the east-
ern tip of South America, but Britain won’t give them up
without the consent of 1,957 Inhabitants. The possibllity of
oftshore oil is the real concern. In Guam, the United States
naval base accounts for nearly one-fifth of the 110,600 inhabi-
wnts. The United Nations committee regularly reproaches
Washington for faiting to inform them of their '"inalienable
right to self-determination and independence."’

However, experts on colonialism believe the only piau-
sible candidates for eventual nationhood are Namibla, West-
ern Sahara, East Timor, the Turks and Caicos islands in the
Caribbean and Bermuda.

Territorial ties
Administering powers and their dependents
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'J akarta Restricts Local Dlstrlbutlon
Of Fore1gn Stories About Indonesia

By Paul Zach
Sntcinl to The Wasbington Post .

JAKARTA, Aug. 9—The Indonesian
government, in a move to control
press coverage of events here, has
asked forglgn news agencles not to
distribute stories orlginating in In-
donesia Inside the country.

The Jakarta offices of the two U.S.
wire services, The Associnted Press
and Unlted Press International; the
Britishy news agency Netter and Ag-
ence France-Presse received. letters
yesterday requesting that they “re.
sirict the marketing and distribution
of news originating from Indonesia to
countries outside Indonesia only.”

The new government directive does
not bar digtribution here of stories
from elsewhere Invo]ving Indonesta
nor does it affect the flow of news
from Indoncsia to the outside, but
the government made clear lis scnsl

tivity to any unfavorable coverage of
Indonesia, &

In a letter to the foreign news agen-
cies, August Marpeung, general man-
ager of Antara, the otflcial Indonesian
news agency, sald:

“It is common knowledge that the
media of the Third World is not
happy with the imbalance in the news
flow . . ., to the detriment of the de-
veloping nuetlons, 1t is quite natural
for the Third World to prefer their
affairs to be reported through their
own eves by the party most luvolved
and, therefore, by themselves, .as the
most. informed abouf their own af-
fairs.”

While the slep announced yester-
day is common in many Third World
countries, news agencies here sald it

i3 the first such restriction among the
:'loknccmmumst Southeast Aslan coun-
rles

A chlef effect of the new restriction:

will be to reduce coverage.in the lo-
cal papers of such politically sensi.

‘tive storieg as the recent criticism of

President 'Suharto by 50 prominent
Indonesians and locuol developments
in a gourt battle in Singapore that has
spawned charges of widespread cor-
ruption within Suhartos family and
government.,

Much of the reporting ahout those
affairg has hecn done by the foreign
news agencles since securlty officials
reguested Indonesian newspapers,
which need government permits to
a::blihh, to limit their coverage of

em,

Indonesian ' censors and newspaper
distributors have recently becn black-
ing out stories about corruption and
dissidence here appearing in foreign
newspapers and magazines jmported
into the counlry,

| i
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By HENRY KAMM
Specialto The New York Tires

DARWIN, Australia, Oct. 16 - In a na-
tion where most {e g r possessed
with inordinate pride at g relaxed,
outgoing, sports-loving and egaliitarian,
this city looks down on the rest of Aus.
tralia as sissified and averly formal.

*All those comfortable people in the
temperate zone,' sniffed Dr. Ella Stack,
a physician who served for five years as -
Darwin’s Mayor.

Darwin Is the capital of the Northern
Territory — the “'top end,” as the people
of the territory like to say. It is the tropi-
cal north of a country where the weather
gets hotter and more humid as ope pro-
ceeds northward, where spring gradually
glves way to summer now that the yearis "
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a Raucous F

" ered. But the huge distance between this

nearing its end.

The nearness ta the southern fringe of
Southeast Asia — Indonesian-ruled
Timor lies about 400 miles to the north —
+is a source of pride, and the large Asian
element in the population of 50,000 allows
Darwinians to speak of their city as *'cos-

nearer to Sautlieiisi )\sia than to southern
Australia and said that:Darwin saw its fu-

the Government in Canberra.

The Chief Minister, 8 member of Prime
Minister Malcolm Fraser's Liberal
Party, supports Asian crities of the Fed-
g‘al Gover‘r‘lvment's uﬂgﬂs, which restrict

ports. ‘‘“We. are stroagest ‘propo-
nents in Australia for lower tariff barri-
ers,” he sald'in an interview in the spar-

“Heil, noi' said a Sumatran taxi
driver when asked whether being Asian
presented him with problems in a country

that, until after World War 11, preferred
kling new Government House.

to.be white sible, Anglo-Saxon. e e od
: Dr. ustral e youthfulness
" Suspectedof ot the you

The only formal Asian presence here {8 |und
the new Indonesian Consulate, d'gener: o

cemetary was the smallest in Australla

ally unpopular institution, Most Darwifi- Ner a town of this size, ““When people re-
fans suspect that the ooly reason it is |tfre they go back south,” she sald, “Life
here, with its three consuls and four hux- |k 5 ﬂmﬁgcom is very hard here."

|| ury automabiles, is to spy on the colony of ; s Prices

600 Timorese who fled here after the Indo-
75

? j%iﬁglg}:_uﬁ;mu Darwin is'a boom town, the capital of a | ¢
i el Minister Paul Everingham, 37| territory where mineral riches, including

3

years old, emphasized that Darwin was | uranium, are constantly being discov-

ture as tied up more with Asia than did|

tion -~ 80 percent of which is |.
— by asserting that the eity |-

city and the rest of populated Australia
raises the prices of . This bothers
neither the people who live here nor the
workers, mainly miners, who flock here
from the Outback for a few days off. They
may earn as much as $300 a week in
places where they can spend nothing.
‘“They play hell when they come'to
town,” said the former Mayor. ‘‘The pub

! begumes home."

There is also a casino &nd many discos,
hotels and motels that offer “*escort serv-
jces” and i less sophisticated forms of
prostitution. 451

The raw frontier-town atmosphere Is
enhanced by Darwin's newness. The town
was.repyilt for the second time after a cy-
clane struck on Christmas Eve 1874, kill-
ing 66 people and destroying more than
half the 11,200 homes.

The first reconstruction of Darwin
came after World War I1, when scores of
Japanese air ralds leveled it. The first
two soldiers killed in the defense of Aus-

tralia were Americans who died in a raid |

in'1942, Dr. Stack said, and a plaque at
‘Town Hall commemorates the Ameri
role. Once again, an Amertican militdry
presence-dppears near.

Little Negative Feeling

Strategic,Alr Command B-52's on pa-
trol over the Indian Ockan from their
base jn Guam are to refuel here and rest
their crews. The left wing of the apposi-
tlon' Labor Party has made this an issue
in the present national election cam-
paign, bt little negative feeling has been
aroused, even among Labor supporters,

However, the voters may not be as sup-
portive as Mr.JEverlngham. the Chief

-vised.

Minister, who said: **I would fall on nz
knees and give thanks if the United Stat
wanted toestablish a military base.”

. The rawness of Darwin is also ey
pressed in the rates for sulcide, rape an
alcoholism, all of which are above the na

| tional average. Dr. Stack attributes thy

aicoholism to the tropical heat and rap
to "‘the easy camaraderie.’’ She added
**Some people’s life style gets too ralaxe
and signs miay be misread.”

Suicidé, she said, is most prevalen
among young travelers from the south
“‘especially when they get to the drmj
scene and get terribly depressed.” Younj
drug addicts are a visible part of thj
scene, loitering about the shopping mal
in advanced stages of undress.

Special Feeling for Sports

But Darwin’s passion is sports, eve
beyond the elevated Australian norm. Dr
Stack said the city offered far more sport
ing facilities per capita than any othe:
city. ,

For those enthusiasts who are not satis
fied with sailing, fishing, swimming iy

Can | shark- and crocodile-infested waterd

Australian football, soccer, baseball ang
gliding, other diversiotis have been de
ere are races in boats made en
tirely of flattened beer cans, as well a
competitions in swallowing live frogs anc
tying crabs:

Yesterday four young men and twi
women broke the New Zealand-hel
world record for sitting on a .rock bi
spending 11 days on a small pmmont_;_:ﬁ
that becomes an island at high tide,
only requirement, besides sitting thera
was that each man had todrink 18 cansa

beer a day and each woman 9.

——




MEDICAL PROBLEMS REMAIN

East Timor Finds Relief From Hunger

Frem Reuters

JAKARTA, Indonesia—Hunger
in the rugged former Portuguese
territory of East Timor is largely
under control, but medical care for
its 600,000 people and the provision
of long-range development plans
still pose problems, according to re-
lief workers there.

They and various diplomats who
keep a close watch on the sitvation
say there has been remarkable im-
provement in the Jast year since the
extent of the hunger became widely
known after civil unrest that jeft an
estimated 100,000 dead.

A year ago, a Catholic Relief Ser-
Ywn,> spokesman said he had en-

. countered some of the worst malnu-
trition he had ever seen when he
went in to assist the rehabilitation
effort.

——Hecently another reliel service
spokesman, program director Car-

~tef Smith, said the food situation is

‘now largely stable. But he added
that medical problems remain se-
rious in the remote province, which
was incorporated into Indonesia in
1976 after the depariure of the Por-
tuguese and a civil war.

“Perhaps 80% of the population
suffers from malaria and upper and
lower respiratory diseases and
there are still not enough doctlors
and nurses to cope,” he said.

*  Diplomats confirmed his view but
were guick to add that similar state-
ments could be made about other
remote, underdeveloped areas of
Indonesia, a country of 150 million
people spread over 13,000 islands.

Indonesian resources are
streiched. But since last year, with
international attention focused on
East Timor, efforts have been
stepped up lo try to solve its prob-
lems.

Independent assessments of the
situation are not easy. Journalists
are allowed in from time to time but
only with special permission.
However, more and more diplomats
have been to the region and foreign

. relief teams are operating there.

" Large quantities of food and med-
ical supplies have come in from
Australia, Western Europe, Japan
and the United States, among oth-
ers.

Smith szid his organization's pro-

. gram managed to distribute food,
seeds and other goods to about 240,-

. 000 people in the past year.
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Saronto Martoyudo, who runs the

. Indonesian Red Cross program with

help from the International Red
Cross, said it has reached 75,000
other people—many of them in
areas accessible only by helicopter,
pack animals or human porters,

Both organizations said this
means almost all those suffering
from hunger and matnutrition have
been reached.

In the few isolated pockets where
there still might be suffering, part
of the problem could stem from the
small remnants of the left-wing
Fretilin Independence Movement
that are still operating.

As the Portuguese moved out of
East Timor in 1975, a brief but
bloody civil war erupted beitween
‘Fretilin, which wanted indepen-
dence for the area, and a coalition of
other parties that favored integra-
tion with Indonesia.

The worst of the fighting ended in
December, 1975, when the integra-
tionists, backed by Indonesian
troops, inflicted heavy losses on
Fretilin, whose remaining {orces
then retreated into the jungle-clad
interiot.

Diplomats who have checked the
situation said security no longer
seems &8 major concern. Last June
there was a small guerrilla attack
near the provincial capital of Dili in
which four Indonesian soldiers were

jed.
But the significance of that in-
cident seemed to be meinly that it

was an isolated one in recent
months, they claimed. : .

“Fretilin no longer seems to com-
mand much overt support and at
best is reduced to a few small bands.
It’s nothing the Indonesians cannot
‘cope with and the majority of the
population of tribal people and
mixed blood seem indifferent,” a
well-informed senior diplomat gaid,
adding that reports of government
abuses have aiso largely died away.

Indonesian strategy appears to be

one of winning over the tribal lead-
ers in expectation that their people
would follow. Language lessons in
Bahasa Indonesia are being in-
creased to help the integration pro-
cess.
Language does provide a problem
however, according to Smith. He
£aid not enough nurses speak local
lenguages. Some tension and suspi-
cion zre created when nurses are
brought in from outside,

At the same time, he is trying to
bring in more Indonesian doctors,
because this remains a pricrity no
matter what language they speak.

The Indonesian Red Cross said
the territory has 34 doctors, com-
pared with 22 under the Portguese
administration. Given the size of the
probiem, this might not be enough,
even if it is proportionately more
than in some more heavily populat-
ed parts of Indonesia.

Another cause of concern for
some diplcmats and relief workers
is that the mandate for international
agencies to provide food formally
expires after October. They fear a
sudden stop to the help could dis-
rupt the program. The Catholic Re-
lief Service is already discussing
this with the Indonesian govern-
ment.

But Indonesian Red Cross repre-
sentative Martoyudo said he does
not think the fear is justified. He
said he is sure the government and
his organization will be able to con-
tinue proper relief arrangements.

Both diplomats and some relief

workers caid the main remaining
problem is to ensure that hunger
does not return to the region and
that medical and other facilities will
develop.

One factar in the improving sit-
uation is that harvests have been
good this year. The local population
is returning to planting abandoned
or damaged fields. But they are
short of lvestock, some of which
was eaten or killed in the earlier
unrest. .

They especially need water buf-
falo, used both to trample the fields
in place of plows and as a source of
food, wealth and security. The also
need more goats, pigs and poultry,
the sources sajd.

Earlier this year, the Indonesian
government declared East Timor a
resettlement province. The belief ig
that effective development requires
more people and the government is

eager to find new homes for the
surplus population of crowded Java.

How the local population will feel
about this remains an open ques-
tion. It might be used as a debating
point by spokesman of the indepen-
dence movemenl who are lobbying
among other Trird World countries
and at the United Nations.

CONTINUED
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‘Oﬁe-FamiEy One-Baby’ Policy
To Guide Chinese for Decades

By Richard Bernstein
Time-Life News Service

PEKING ~ China yesterday said’
it will enforce a “one-famfly, one-
baby” policy for the next several
decades to try to curb a population
explosion which threatens to
swamp the couniry's economy and
other institutions.

In a finel state-of-the-union ad-
dress to China's parlisment, resign-,
ing Premier Hua Guofeng warned
that unless China overcame the
baby boom it faced catastrophe. Hua
became the first Chinese leader in’
modern history to give up power
without dying or being purged as
he announced that he was turning
over the reigns of government to
Zhao Ziyang, the new premier.

On the population issue, Hua said, :
“If population growth is not con-
trolled, there will be an ultra-high
peak, meking it virtually impossible
for the ecoromy and all the social
institutions to cops with."

For that reason “a crash drive”,
will be launched during the next 30
or 40 years calling on each couple
except those in sparsely populated
minority areas to have just a single
child, Hua said.

China's official population cur-
rently is about 1 billion. Hua seid
the povernment hoped to 1imit the
population to 1.2 billion by the end
of the century.

To achieve that target the govern..
meat would have to meet its own -
ceiling of a 1 percent annual
growth though the current figure is
still running at an *unacceptable”
1.17 percent.

Hua insisted that the government,
would use only "publicity and per-
suasion,” but the parlisment — the
National People’s Congress — is ex-
pected this week to formally adopt a
new law meking it compulsory for
couples to practice femily plannin E.

The same law also wounld raise the
legal marriageable age for men
from 20to 22 and for women from 18,
to 20 in another move to try to stifle
the population boom,

China has been, in effect, operat-
ing a one-family, one-child policy
for several years. g

Though “unofficial,” couples are
penalized if they have more than
one child, losing state bepefits for
subsequent offspring and even fac-
ing reduced salaries if they persist
In expanding their families,

Hua said China's burgeoning
population growth is the major
roadblock to its ambitious economic
goals and any increase in the stand-
ard of living.

“We are convinced that the peo-
ple of the country, and particularly
the young people, wil] recognize

that this 15 in the interest of the .

whole nation and will warmly re-
sppdnd to this important call,” Hua
said,

In regard to his Stepping down,

Hua said what he had been expected :
10 say for weeks — theat in line with -

China’s new policy against the con-
centration of power in the hands of
one man he would give up his post
as premier. However, Hua will re-
main chairman of the Communist
Party.

Hua said that 1o replace him as
premier, the party central commit-
tee had nominated former Sichuan
governor Zhao Ziyang, who is the
maost celebrated of a core of
younger, skilled bureacrats who
have over the past years been
moved from the provinces to take
up high posts in the cental govern-
ment,

The central committee, Hua said,
“was of the opinion that comrade
Zhao Ziyang is a snitable choice and
worthy of trust.”

Zhao's elevation to the premier-
ship, which represented the only
truly peaceful transfer of top gov-
ernment powers in Communist Chi-
nese history, was part of series of
changes being effected here in
which many of China’s revolution-
ary old guard will give up their gov-
erniment positions,

In another widely expected an-
nouncement, Hua also said that six
vice premiers would give up their
position in the government. Like
Hua, the six, including senior vice
premier Deng Xisoping, will retain
their posts in the party, which is the
most important source of authority
in China.

In addition to Deng, the other
retiring vice premiers are economic
spectalists Li Xiannian and Chen
Yun, Minister of Defense Xu Xiang-
qian, military specialist Wang Zhen,
and Wang Renzhong, who is also
chief of the propaganda department
of the Communist Party.

This article is based in part on
Wwire service reports. :

EAST TIMOR

CONTINUED

Apart from an ennouncement i
January through the semi-officia
news agency Antara, no detaijls o
either a long-range developmen
program or a resettlement progran
have been published, although rela.
tively large sums have been allg-
cated to help improve the situation.

The feeling among diplomats i
that Indonesia, with many other
matters on its mind, has still to for-
mulate definite programs. Its first
concern is Lo convince international
opinion is that it is at least dealing
successfully with the immediate
humanitarian problems.
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Mass starvation in East Timor

Can vou tell us what is the
exact situation today in East
Timor?
Lebato: In the aftermath of the
Indonestan invasion, on December
Tth, 1975, 200,000 ple were
killed by the Indonestans, 100,000
survive in difficult conditions of
great hunger, 300,000 others still
in the occupied areas, live under
constant terror. The rest of the
population is with us in the jun-

es, but the situation is difficult
ecause we ‘are fiphting on an
island totally blockaded Indao-
nesian wars| igs.

So far we have managed to put
30,000 Indonesian soldiers out of
action but at great loss to
ourselves.

The Indonesian Government
lans to settle 300,000 ple in

ast Timor from the islands of
Bali and Java, to replace the
natives who have been killed over
the last five years. The (final
objeetive of Suharto is to plant an
alien population and cut Fretilin's

sugpon.

tarvation in East Timor is
worse than in Cambodia; it can be
compared with the results of the
Biafra war, according to the Inter-
national Red Cross. After five
years of effort, the Red Cross
manages to enter the Fretilin
-controlled areas of East Timor
where we accept any kind of
humanitarian hclﬂ'

Before, the humanitarian aid
weas channelled through the Indo-
nesian Red Cross, we knew that
the Indonesian generals did not
distribute the food — they sold it
for their own benefit. We are now
suggesting that the Red Cross only
drop aid into the Fretilin - liber-
ated areas.

We can say that after five years
of struggle we are facing an
holocaust, The kIiillclm'u.esix:,nsd are
simply trying to everybody.

T%Y m'ﬁl gbut one instance: [
belonged to a family of nine

“ACCORDING TO THE International Red Cross, the sitvation in Fast Timor is
proportionally worse than in Cambodia,’’ explains Mr Rogero Lebato, Defence Minister of
the East Timor National Liberation Front (Fretilin), in an interview with ROGER FALIGOT

in Algiers,

brothers and four sisters. All have
been killed by the Indonesians; [
remain the only one alive. The
Indonesians are Killing all fumilies
refated to FEretilin leaders to the
third generation. We face a threat
of penocide . . .

ell us about the life af the
refugees in the jungle, in the areas
you control?
~ The people who live in the
jungle face grave problems, just as
the people in the Indonesian
occupied areas.

East Timor was not a very
developed country wnder Portu-

ese colonialism, but it is poten-
tially a very rich country.

For example, we have nine
months of rainy season; it allows

Mr Rogerio Lebato

t1s to have three harvests a year.
We also have many cattle. Fretilin
has developed co-operative units
of production within East Timor.
In 1976, in spite of the Indonesian
invasion, we had the biggest har-
vest in the history of our country.

The Indonesians use defoliants
and naplam to destroy our crops.
In mid-1978 we had an enormous
problem as regards production due
to this destruction.

Can you explain how you
manage to organise armed resis-
tance fo the Indonesian forces in
siich a state of isolation?

For a long time people thought it
would have been O?m sible to
faunch armed struggle in the
desert, but then you have the

Polisario front. The same applied
to us. It was thought one could
not resist in East Timor, but we
had no alternative. In 1975 we
captured 15,000 weapons from the
Portuguese Army to which I
belonged as an officer; we
arrested half the general stoff of
the Portuguese Army in East
Timor. The Portuguese Govern-
ment ran away from Timor and we
captured three helicopters, planes,
ships, dozens of tons of ammuni-
tion and light weapons.

Until now we have been fighting
with these weapons, in tum cap-
turing Indonestan weapons. We
have Portuguese G 1 rifles, as well
as the M 16 and assault rifles
supplies by the Chinese to Indo-
nesta during the Sukhamo period.

It would be lying to say we
have no problems: we are ﬁghling
in a half island totally surrounde
by sea and air. Yet we have
survived and fought over these
last five years without any
external help.

Wh:?xt about the Indonesian

Army

Indonesia owns a huge army of
247,000 soldiers. 55,000 are
deployed in East Timor in a small
triangle of 12,000 square miles.

We use our geographical advan-
tages. Over ﬁsve years we have
learnt from Indonesian
weaknesses. They dare not face
Fretilin inside the country, as we
are used (o moving about our
land. Do not forget we have 80%
mourntains, and we have nine
months of a rainy season.

As I am talking to you the
Indonesians are launching a large
offensive in the eastern military
region of East Timor: the aim is to
destroy our crops and foodstocks.

We have declared our indegen-

dence, and several countries have

recognised our independent ana
sovereign state. During five
centuries of Portuguese colonia
rule u;: mer con;mmed ane);
aggr& e action against anyone!

e simply defenged ourselves,
There Is no ground for Indone
sians to_ see East roas 4
threat. What type of threat cgz
one million people ?pmem to 1
million. Indonesians

By their invasion, they hawv
brought the war home, since othe)
national liberation movement:
spring up in Indonesia ready i
ally with us.

oit see, Sukharno had prom;

ised a federal solution 1o th
various Indonesian minorities ani
peoples, without practical ouf,

come. Then Suharto decided i
dem'o; all liberation movement
based in Sumatra, Borneo|
Sulawesi, West Papuasi and thi
South Mollucan Isiands.

Do you describe yourself as i
socialist movement?

Well, we are a national libera
tion movement. Qur first aim #
the liberation of East Timor, anc
our political positions are clearl)
progressive. The type of co
gperative  system we set up i
liberated' areas, although based ot
traditional ways of life, show this
We welcome support from thi
socialist countries, but it raise
some problems., For instance
People’s China is now lining itse‘
with the ASEAN alliance whicl
supports Indonesin, The Chinest
also_welcome the presence of thi
US 7ih Fleet in the area, a gravi
threat on us, and any othe
national movement.

We favour a free, non-alignei
solution for East Timor, once thu
Indonesians are gone. This wil
take a long time — but our peopli
have learnt selil - relionce amt
patience.

We cannot stop our struggle hal
- way. Fretilin's struggle has nov
become a model and inspiratios
for other East Asian movement

M
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| Remember the Timorese

FAR FROM the tumult and passions
raised by the exodus of hundreds of
thousends of Indochinese and Afghan
refugees; far from the tug-of-war of

ower blocks, the controversies

etween strategisis and diplomats,
and the conflicts gver spheres of in-
fluence, a race of people is continuing
ta perish amidst worldwide in-
difference and practicaily ignored by
the media.

The people of Eastern Timor, which
was annexed by Indonesia four years
ago, are neither “progressive” victims
of “imperialist” designs nor supporters
of the “free world” threatened by any
sort of Soviet “hegemony.” Having
barely emerged from four centuries of
Portuguese colonisation, 650,000
istanders — who had until then been
kept out of the way of progress in a
remote corner of the archipelago —
had the impertinence 10 choose their
own destiny: a choice they have
regretted.

From December 19785, the Indone-
sian army has intervened massively to
assert its claims on the territory and
driven the gavernment set up by the
Fretilin nationalists into the moun-
1ains. Cut off from the world outside
and with no foreign assistance, except
verbal promises, but supponed by the
population, they have been conducting
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a fierce and hopeless resistance. To-
day, most of the “liberated zones"
have been reduced 1o submission by
force of arms and famine, and the
main nationalist leaders either slain or
have defected to the Indonesian side.
At least 100,000 peopie ere estimated
to have perished as a result of famine,
illness or war, and half the survivors
are in danger of starving to death in
spite of a8 limited amount of aid
arranged by humanitarian orgenisa-
tions.

The unlucky Timorese cannot es-
cape in boats across a vast and
dangerous sea and so find themselves
become refugeas in their own land in
camps where they have been more or
less forced to assemble and where liv-
ing conditions, judging from the ac-
counts of rare witnesses, are extreme-
ly painful. Malaria is taking a heavy 1oll
and those who do not accept the fait
accompli with sufficient alacrity are
punished.

Australia and the United States are
backing Djakaria. China and the Soviet
biock have toned down a purely moral
appeal so as not to alienate Indonasia.
Only the former Portuguese colonies
are continuing to show their sympathy
for Fretilin. The resolutions passed by
the United Nations and the non-
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aligned countries bave remained a
dead letter,

The last few years have shown that
imperialism is not the priviledge of the
Big Powers, and outstanding ex-
amples of this are Indonesia in the
Western -camp and Vietnam in the
Soviet block. In spite of its size and its
145 million inhabitants, Indonesia Is
having a hard time digesting its new
conquest: the cost of this undeclared
war Is very high for a country heavily
in debt. An expeditionary force of tens
of thousands of men backed by
modern equipment has not succeeded
in wiping out a guerrilia movement
armed with rudimentary weeapons, nor
in crushing the resistance of a popula-
tion which had had a taste of the
“poison” of independence harely a
few months earlier.

Far fram press campaigns, marches
for survival, public collections and the
declarations of prominent men, the
Timorese are undergoing a slow death.
Undereducated pecple from a territary
without either natural resources or
strategic valve, they interest scarcely
anyone accept a few generous souls.
And yet, their fate is just as unenviable
as that of so many other subject
peoples.

Australia

{March 9/10}




| éORRESPONDANCE:

A la suite de la pubiication
dans le Monde, dalé dimanche 9
el ounar M omuars, du o Bullelin
de U'étranger » sous te titre o u Ti-
mor, un drame oublié », nous
avons reen de M. Hugues-Jean
de Dianoux, ancien chargé d'af-
faires en Guinéde-Bigsay el qu
Cap-Verl, une letire dont nous
puolions les extrais suivants .

La situat:on de Timor-Oriental,
du point de vue du droit inter-
national, peut étre incontestzble-
ment définie en tenant compte
des données suivantes ‘
1) Jusquau 25 avril 1974 — date
de la révolution portugaise, —
Timor-Oriental étalt une « pro-
vince portugaise d'outre-mer »,
done, théoriquement, une partie
de I'Etat portugais dont la con-
sistance multi-continentale érajt
en fait reconnue, de bon ou de
mauvais gré, par la communau:é
internationale (..). -

2) A |a suite de cette ‘méme
révolution, le gouavernement de
Lisbonne reconnut successivement
I''ndépendance dec la Gulnée-
Bissau du Mozambigue, du Cap-~
Vert, de Sao-Tome et Principe et
de I'Angola. Mais il n’en fit polnt
de méme avee Timor-Oriental,
tout en y reconnaissant Pexisten-
ce de trois mouvements de libé-
ration, dont le plus importang
était le FRETILIN, et en admet-
tant le principe de Voctrol ulté-
rleur de I'tndépendance 4 la « pro-
vince d'outre-mer », 4 conditlon
que lesdits mouvements de Hbé-
ration se mettent d'sccord {c'est
d'ailleurs |4 1la méme - position
qu'adopta, dans un'! premier
temps, Lisbonne en ce qui con-
cernalt I'Angola oil, en 1974, trols
mouvements é&talent en concur-
rence). Par ailleurs, le Portugal
conserva, et conserve toujours,
Maocao tautre « province d'outre-
mern),  et, A la sufte dun
accord avec I'Inde, admit I'inclu-
sivn dans ce pays de 1ex-« EsLa-
do da India » portugnis (Goa,
Damao, Diu, Dadra et Nagar-
Avell), déji occupé m:litairement
en totalité par le gouvernement
de New-Delht en 1962 (..).

3) Lisbonne était dans l'expec-
tative 4 l'égard du futur statut
4 accorder a Timor-Oriental
loreque, & la fin de novembre 1975,
{'un des mouvements de libération
locaux -— et celui qul disposait de -

« Timor, un drame oublié>

12 meilleure organisation et de 1o
plus vasie audlence sur place, —
le FRETILIN, déclara unilatéra-
lement l'indépendance. Le gou-
vernement poriugals ne prit pas
PFinltiative de reconnsitra l'indé-
pendance proclamée par le FRE-
TILIN et un nombre assez limité
de pays' reconnut celle-cl.

4) La-dessus I'Indonésie inter-
vint militairement & Timor-
Oriental dés décembre 1975, et
s'ensuivirent des combats, cepen-
dant que le gouvernemant de Dja-
karta - poursuivait une "politique
tendant & réunir Timor-Oriental
a |'Indonésie. D'og la présente
sttuation. * d

Du point de vue du droit inter-
national et de IOrganisation des
hations-Unles, i1 est mgnuesee
gue : Timor-Orlental dolt &tre
considéré comme” une partie du
territolire “ portugais “ {comme, par
exemple, l'ile de La Réunion, ou
Ia: Nouvelle-Calédonie, scnt des
parties — DOM ou TOM — du
territoire francais), 4 moins que

I'ONU ne reconnalsse la
Républigue  démocratique . de
Timr~-Orlental ovoclamés par le

FRETELIN comme un Etat Indé-
Pendant § en iaosence ae recun-
naissance, tant par Lisbonne que

ipar YONU de |''ndépendance de

Timor - Orlentnl, . la " « provinece
d'ouire-mer» entre dans le cas
f'une pudsesslon envahie pur les
forces armeées d'un pays etranger
(Indonésle) " qui, - au surplus a
systématliguemeny ignoré,
sulvant un principe, internatio-
naletnent admis, le respect des
4 frontiéres issues de la colonisq-
tionw (..). Le Portugal n'a nul-
lement cédé Timor-Oriental a
I'Indonésie et n'a pas, non plus,
accepté officiellement le falt
accompli comme Il a finl de le
faire pour ses'ex-possessions in-
dlennes.

On peut &'interroger sur les

raisons pour lesquelles l'affaire
‘de Timor-Orlental semble avoir

gté néglipée par Lisbonne, inté~
ressée au premier chef 4 la situa
tion d'un territoire dent' on ne
peut lul contester juridiquement
lo possession. Et surtout on peut
ge demender nourcunl 'ensemble
des pays du tiers-monde a sl peu
manitesté son intérét et son sou-
tlen (mis & part les’'clng pays
alriealns libérés du régime. coloa

nial porlugals d'antan) & la dé-
claratlon d'indépandance procla-
mée par le FRETILIN.

1l est trés souhaltable que, én
France, ce ne socient point seu-
lement «gquelques esprils géne-
renx» qui s'intéressent au sort
des habitants de Timor-Oriental,
mais aussl des persounalités res-
ponsables et qui mesurent a4 Ia
fois, certes, le polids politlque et
économique de I'Indonésie ct les
données de la présente politique
australienne, mails qul, aussk,
auralent avantage 4 ne pas ou-
blier gu'da partir du moment oq,
par omission, on lalsse un pays
en envahir un autre, une mala-
die contagieuse se répand.

D'aulre part, un lecteur nous a
communiqud une leltre recue de
la partie indondsiecune de Timor,
au centre de l'fle, non loin de la
frontiére avee Timor ex-poriugais.
Voicl guelques extrails de celle
lellre, dcnile par un Indondsien il
¥ a quelques semaines !

Je vous avais écrit 4 plusieurs
repiises, mails vous ne m'avez pas
répondu, ot pour cette ralson je
vous expose i nowtveau notre si-
tutlon (1). Pour cette année 1980,
la p:oduction de mais, de riz et de
légumes est catnstrophique : les

plules ont é&té trop abondantes,
le vent trop fort, et les récoltes
ont été  entidrement détrultes.
Comme le gouvernement ne nous
alde pas, beaucoup de gens vont
mourir de falm. La situation est
d'sutant plus grave que nous
avons perdu nes biens en raison
des troub'ss & Tim-Tim (abrévia-
tion " indonésienne pour Timory
Oriental), :Comment, zlions-nous
parvenir -A ‘subsister ' comme ‘au-.
paravant ? Y 3l

En’ ece qul concerne nos tra-
ditions, elles se dégradent chague
Jjour davantage, et d'ici un an ou
deux elles auront complétement
disparu en raison. des change-
ments de pouvolr au niveau local,
parce que presque fous les: vieux
sont morts e{ parce que les gens
se sont regroupés. sans tenir
compte des malisons (clans) aux-.
quelles fls appartenalent. Tout ce
qui est bon dans nos {radjtlons
est détruit. Le rtituel’ de récolte
du mais qui existait encore, pres-
que plus personne ne l‘accomplit,
parce que la plupart des” vieux
sont morts et gue les jeunes ne
s'en souviennent plus.

(1) Le c¢ourrler en provenphcee de
TUnor ¢t généralement soumla A
Ia censure (N.DL.R.),

Qui peut entrer au Cambodge ?

A la sufte de la publication
d'une iribune internationale de
M. Sim Var sur le Cambodge
{12 Monde du ¢4 mars), nous avons
recu e M. Pierre Mazx, respon-
sable du Mouvement  d'eniraide
pour le tiers-monde el la- coopé-

rafion, hotel Méridien, porte
Maillot, 75017 Paris, C.C.P,
34-625-10, la leltre suivanle

Dans l'article de M. 8im Var
Je  reléve une inexactitude @,
« Seuls les thuriféraires.. favora-
bles 4 leurs maitres 'de Hanol.,
ont le droit d'entrsr ay Cam-
bordze ». Or M. Sim Var ne cite
4 lappu!l de sa thése que le/seul
a comité du docleur Follezgu a.
Il passe sous sllence le fait que
125 grandes organlsations Iinter-,
nationales — Croix-Rouge inter-
nationale,. UNICEF, etc. — qul
sont ¢ neutres » comme 'est mon
organisation, sont en permanence
au Cambodge : qu'll existe méme

\_L w\obm_ ’5\\NSD

un service aérien « quotidien »
par lactlen 'du’ C.I.C.R. entre
Bangkok et Phnom-Penh, et qui
transporte  humanitaires neu-
“ tres et secours. A fqul ferait-on
croite que la  Croix-Rouge,
VUNICEF, etec., sont ¢ aux ordres
de Hanof » ? Je suis mol-méme
allé porter sans probléme des
secours & Vintérieur du Cambodge
et j'al pu les distribuer llbrement
4 la population, j'al pu cbtenir
_l'envol d'une missipn  médicale
francgaise, 1a libre circulation, par
notre ‘intermédlaire, des lettres
entre famllles khméres dispersées.
A quo} s2rt de.ecacher la vérité ?
Sinon 'de risquer de priver la
population ' cambodglenne = des
. secours occldentaux dont elle a
besoln ? H
[N.D.L.R. — En dépit-de demandes
- répétéey,’ ~aucun ' journaliste  du
‘whMonde» n'a regu’ de visa_ ponr le
Cambodge, nl du régime de M. Fol
+~.Pot nl de celui dyl\l. Heng Samrin.]




s Bloody Nightmare Over Indonesia’s East Timor Struggles to S

By PETER ROGERS

AKARTA, Indonesia—Almost everyone is aware of
fthe Cambodian tragedy. Much less well-known is the
plight of East Timor. A former Portuguese colony, it
invaded and annexed by Indonesia in the mid-1970s.
by, after a long period of slaughter and starvation, East
pr is slowly beginning to recover.
jverty, hunger and disease in East Timor did not arrive
1y of Hfe dusing 400 years of neglectiul Portugutes
by of life duri years
{ But Bast Timor's bloody decolonization process
;Iegth 'Pgrhn?z;l;lm wimdlie‘ov?'mdnnwa,fwhﬂtha
e ese ] t
| Timor could become a “Southeast Asian Cuba,” in-
f that the territory integrate with ker. Its full-scale
E:mnftheEast'I‘hnorcapitalofDﬂionDec.'!, 1975,
followed months of clandestine activity from across
porder in Hidonesian-controlled West Timor, showed
etermination to bring about integration.
flowing the Indonesian invasion, East Timor was for-
y integrated into Indonesia in July, 1976.
nesia’s designs on the territory were opposed by
in, the leftist Timorese independence movement.
in had gained control of much of East Timor after a
by pro-integration forces in August, 1975, and the ig-
mious exit of the Portuguese from the territory.
outbreak of violence in the territory, as Timorese
E&gchotherandthenthemdnnesianmvader,dmve
of thousands of East Timarese into the territory's
itable mountains and jungles.
the words of a local Catholic priest, the East Timorese
jonded to fear”—fear for their lives, fear of their fel-
Rimorese and fear of gn:h Indon%slans. o
me, possibly many e early stages, ran be-
¢ they opted to support Fretilin in its protracted
against the Indonesians,
jerms of military hardware, Fretilin was no match for
But East Timor proved a much tougher
iry nut to crack than Jakarta had anticipated and
tishes between Fretilin and the Indonesians continued

vehicles. But Fretilin does not threaten Indone-
old on the territory.
x:apahmtymmﬁagtm-edytmliﬁcally A major e
ility an it po ; sweep
|donesian armed forces in Iate 1378 led to the death of
g“’gﬁ“",;.g‘ﬁﬁ“' i3k Bies fhgn) e walta
plini jlitary ty en, 23 well as hunger
ease, brought increasing numbers of East Timorese
their mountain and jungle hideouts. Many emerged in
ed physical condition with little more than a few
Erags to cover their skeleton-like bodies.
they reappeared they were housed in what came to
pown as new resettlement areas, clusters of houses
Iy built near villages deserted in the earlier exodua.
rEefrfesett.lentareaxaaret.cadaythefocm;ofrnasz;ive
orts.
aen the International Red Cross began a multimillion-
r emergency relief program in East Timor Iast Octo-
tonditions in: the territory were described by one ex-
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perienced relief worker as “as bad as Biafra and potentially
as bad as Cambodia.”

Frank Carlin, head of the Catholic Relief Services pro-
gramintheterriwry.saidattheﬁmethatthemtenm'm
the humanitarian problem in East Timor was “greater
anything I have seen in 14 years of relief work in Asia.”

Since then, the thousands of tons of food and medicines
that have been poured into the former Portuguese colony
Rt hcw e o e esp e aiely derciv e ity

new an
mu:l people of the backward territory.

The threads of their earlier subsistence living, greatly
disrupted by four years of viclence surrounding Indone-
sia’s annexation of the territory, are gradually being

picked up.

For many East Timorese, however, the international re-
lief effort came too late. They had already succumbed to
glarvation and sickness ar were so weakened that death

“E people a month be
Even now up to 10 a are reported to
utrition and disease in individual villages
receiving Red Cross aid. This nevertheless is a decided im-
pmvmegtﬂgéhewhdeatthi‘:ateofasmmm as 10 people a day
in some en the program
The of the Red Crosg lifeline is underscored
by the fact that moves are now under way to extend the
six-month program by an additional six months.
Red Cross official said it was obvious what would hap-
pen to many East Timorese being cared for under the pro-
gramifth;&fd&osssmcktoltaoﬁgmmﬁmetahleof
out April.
pln e last five months the International Red Cross, in
ion with the Indonesian Red Cross and the Catho-
lic Services, have provided food and some medical

i e oy s o Sk
e ore -
olence there in 1975.

The program has concentrated on providing .
m&%mmm&é&dm&

to about 70,000 people in a dozen ¢

The Catholic Relief Services e
less intensive care for a far greats
der its program, basic foodstuffs
flour mix and rice—have been disl
gers in all of Bast Timor’s 13 adm
like the Red Cross, the Catholic
to become involved in long-term ¢
the territory.

which lies a little more than' 340 m
has made suhstantial contributions
Overall, ho'wever, the bulk of the |
ghaswmefromthellnﬁed St
principal of arms.

gemtednigagamhd
transporting |
East Timor's rugged interior.

The main medical problems in |
which is rampant, tuberculosi

The Terrible Cost of Prisons: Will Californians Aect i

By BARRY KRISBERG ;
specter is haunting America's prisons—the specter is
Aawaveofpnson‘ riots. They already have occurred
et G B e
t to more H Yy
e the nation. Californians must ask themselves
whether the horror of Santa Fe can happen at Soledad,

Falsom, Chino or San Quentin. More important, Californi-
ans must ask what steps can be taken now to avert fufire

. prison bloodshed.

The precise causes of the violent upheaval at the Santa
y indepen groups\can we expect
cture of the precipitating factors in that riot. What is
wh is that New Mexico State Penitentiary suffered se-
verely from most of the elassic problems of prisons—wide-
spread availability of drugs, extreme racial hostilities, daily
assaults or homosexual rapes and intense inmate hatred of
" Santa Fe prison == ercrowded and bulging pris
was oV pris-
ons invite disaster. The cruelties of everyday prison life

become more acute when inmates are jammed n
mmmmummwuu%
lack of inmate services, inadequate foed, poor

EAST TIMOR STRUGGLES TO SURVIVE

enforced idleness and authoritarian discipline and you
have the kindling for a human explosion.

The explosion, when it comes, shocks the average citi-
zen. We ask ourselves how human beings can engage in
such atrocities? This is an enduring human question unfor-
tunately not limited to the behavior of men behind bars,
Halleck asserts: “If

broad explanations of prison violence are not meant
to justify or empuse the mayhem exhibited at Santa Fe. But
the crucial task ahead is to eliminate these
causes so that further prison tragedies can be prevented.

Events in New Mexico bear alarming similarity to devel-
mmﬁm'mmwwg?ﬁg&mwwm{@m
e ay on

criminals” posture, thereby increasing ratesg:fteomnﬁt-
ments and sentence lengths. Many nonwiclent men who
hadeumaiuadu'hnesw property were swept into

ﬂm,creaﬁngth'remﬂ
ewise.mthelasteﬁvq 33,&

fenders comprised 30% of those na
year, violent crimes made up 44%
property offenses were up to 37% |

Nearly T0% of the inmates at Sax
racial minority groups. com
on population—far in of ik
Mexico's population. Since’
ulation of California’s prisons has
more than 60%. Minorities compri

'sg » =
fumeishuldingpuhﬂghearlngsto:
are becoming an ever-larger propi

Continued from Third Page

Could Indonesia have done more to implement an effec-
tive relief operation earlier? How many East Timarese
have perished either as a result of the violence in their
homeland during the 4% years of war, or of the disease
and mainutrition it greatly exacerbated?

The answer to the first question is almost certainly, yes.
Pollowing the indonesian invasion, the Indonesian l%ed
Cross undertook some relief work in the territory. But its
efforts were clearly inadequate.

The tardiness in getting an effective international relief
operation under way in East Timor partly resulted from
the security problems in the territory. But the main factor
appears to have been Indonesian sensitivities about its
Bast Timor policy and the desiré to convey the impression
that all was “normal” in the territory.

Added to this was a suspicion in some influential circles
of the Indonesian military that the International Red
Cross, which. had been active in East Timor in late 1975
until the full-scale Indoensian invasion in December that
waMd been assisting the Fretilin independence move-
men

Indonesia’s forced integration of East Timor and its at-
tendant dismal attempts to sell its Bast Timor policy
brought considerable international criticism and annual
condemnation in the United Nations,

Most of Indonesia’s friends, including the United States,
have now accepted the reality, if not necessarily the legal-
'tﬁf integration. But the desire to present integration as

R s s Vsl b B

aroused more coritroversy than any other aspect of the In-
donesian takeover

Indonesia's critics claim that 350,000 East Timorese have
died since 1975, well aver half the territory’s prewar popu-
latéo'hr:s o% around 650,000,

is figure is open to serious question. But even semi-
official Indonesian figures est that ithe population of
East Timor has declined by 50,000 to 100,000 people since
lmu%ogef workersthaand church sources in the territory
cal suggest that a current population of around
500,000 is reasonable,

The dislocation in the territory since 1975 has been such
ihat the exact death toll will remain a subject of heated de-
bate. However, Indonesian officials have promised a full-
scale census later this year.

Whatever the result of that census and ive of
the political arguments over integration in the short.term,
its cost to the people of East Timor has been great. Never-
theless, allegations of Indonesian “genocide” in the territo-
ry appear unfounded and have been discounted by in-
formed independent sources.

The East Timorese have been the victims of vi-
olence and neglect rather than any deliberate policy of ex-
termination by the Indonesians. Slowly they are now being
returned to their traditional bare-subsistence living.

Indonesia has shown a preparedness to invest substan-
tial sums in Bast Timor's future economic development. |
Eventuaily the people of that backward and isolated terri-
tory may fare better than they did under Portuguese colo-
nial rule. That day, however, is yet to come. O
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national political cir-

v, he remains as shad-
& the leather puppets
n of wayarg. Suharto’s
ership pales in light of
£ his predecessocr Su-
nds of many Indonesi-

harto himself touched

round of restlessness

w of emotion.
omptu speech to an

in April, Suharto
that his wife is cor-

‘ky, silver-haired Su-
gd having a love affair
vie actress.

g are aimed at brush-

because it's possible
me as a major obstacle

1 design,” he sald avith-
“the}'."
ceeded in kicking me
d sttll be other forces
m from changing the
nesia’s bill of righis) in
utlon,” he added.
1ade it obvious that Su
¢ to continue as presi-
jarlier conjecture that
jown when his current
. 1983.

50 prominent leaders
lon ealling on parlia-
re Subarto for his out-
ument, which was not
the Indonesian press,

the president had
£ with the bill of rights
on the military to keep

ers included three for-
nisters, several influen-
ommunity leaders and
tenerals and Navy admi-

Gen. Ali Sadikin, who
opular governar of Ja-
» group's main concern
ctoral system has been
| Suharto could remain
finitely.

reles in the U.S. and

pther Western couniries thal support
thiz government are stupid if they be-
lieve there is a democravy in Indone-
sia,” Sadikin said.

Under the current system, a con-
gress composed of {five factions

chooses a president at five-year inter-
vals. Through political appointments,

. ——

By Payl Taeh for The Washington Post
President Subarto is at center stage in Indonesia’s drawn out political drama.

Suharto commands support of three
factions: the military, the golkar
“functional group' &nd regional repre-
gentatives. The other two, a “democra-
tic party” and a Moslem party, have
little power.

NWasution likened the system to
South Korea's and warned it could
provoke similar upheavals.

-

“The government is like a cancer. ..
once you've got it, you've got a cri-
gis," he said.

Of seven generals marked for assos-
gination during the bloody 1865 coup
attempt, Nasution was the only one
who escaped alive althouph his seven-
year-old daughter died in a shootout.

Nasution was a senior officer, but
Suharto mustered the support of the
Army to propel himself to the presi-
denecy: after the late Sukarno was
ousted.

Both Nasution, Sadikin and others
who signed the petition have been in-
terrogated by security agents and sub-
jected to other harassment. They can-
not travel abroad and have. difficulty
making bank transactions.

Former natiomal police chief Hu-
geng performed in a singing group
calied the “Hawaiian Seniors,” thc
stars of Indonesia’s longest running
television show. After 12 years on the
air, the government cancelled the
show the weelk after Hugeng signed
the petition.

Suharto’s intellizence and security
chiefs claimed early this month to
have discovered a plot to remove the
president and 69 others, possibly by
assassination this August and replace
them with a temporary government
headed by Defense Minister Jusuf,
who hag attracted a popular following
among the masses.

Nasution countered that & platform
paper drawn up last year by retired
generals had been doctored by secu-
rity agents to make it appear as if a
coup was in the wind and to justify a
crackdown on opponents.

Observers here believe the possibil-
ity that groups like Nasution's, stu-
dent digsidents and disgruntled Mos-

lems may join hands is Subarto's big- °

gest concern.

Indonesians generally do not prac-
tice Islam with the ardor of the. Ar-
abs, However, about 130 million of
this country’s 140 million people are
Moslems. Occasional disiurbances
among small pockets of more zealous

r 1983 Election

|
sects have been quickly put down by |
the Army. l

The government rankled students|
by replacing democratically-elected
student councils with university-ap-|
pointed groups. The move sparked the
lnrgest demonstrations here in two
years. |

This month, more than 250 student
leaders from universities throughout
Indonesia marched on parliament|
with a resolution critical of Suharto
and added their support to the peti-
tien presented earlier by Nasution's
group.

Indra K. Budenani, 28, a University
of Indonesia student, spent six
months in jail where he said he was
subjected to psychological torture for
antigovernment activities. :

“We want a more people-priented
government, not capitalistic, but more
socialistic and more democratic. We
want a clean government,” Budenani
said.

Charges of corruption have been a
continuing source of embarrassment
to Suharto. The government itseif un-
derlined the extent of the problem by
filing suit in Singapore to recover $30
million from the bank account of a
former executive of the Pertamina
State Qil Company. The suit charges
that the man, now dead, had a salary
of only $0,000 annually, but had built
his fortune on illegal commissions
from company contracts.

Despite such problems, Western dip-
lomats and many Indonesians still
give the president high marks for
bringing order and improved living
standards out of the economic chaos
and poverty of the Sukarnc years.

One knowledgeable diplomat char
acterized the current criticism as
“mere pinpricks in Suharto’s side.”

“It's shown he is more emotional
than he appears on the surface,” the
diplomat said. “But he’s also more as
tute and more clever than people reald
ize. He is lacking charisma. But then
again, Suharto doesn't reaily invite
the sheer hatrads that could cause hiz
downfall like the shah did in Iran.”

il ————
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Jack Anderson

Tiny Nation, Lost in a Grand Strategy

The ravaged people of Fast Timor have
been largely forgotten by a world with
weightier problems. But this does not
lessen the horror of their plight—or the

‘shame of the U.S. role in their anguish,

It was five years ago this month that
the inhabitants of East Timer awoke to
a full-scale invasion by troops from
neighboring Indonesia. The tiny nation,
about the size of Connecticut, had enly
recentlv emerged from centuries of Por-
luguese colonial rule and was struggling
to maintain its independence,

It was East Timor's misfortune to be.
undergoing this struggle at precisely the
moment in history when the United
States had been humiliated in Vietnam
and. was desperately seeking allies in
Southeast Asiz. To the global strategists
in Washington, Indonesia seemed to be

. the ideal choice. For one thing, its anti-

communism was incontestable: the mili-
tary-based regime had slaughtered:

+ 300,000 native communists a decade ear-"

lier. And Indonesia also bad oil to gell,

Thus it was that the weapons used by
the Indonesian troops in East Timor had
been supplied by the United States, and
the attack iteelf came & matter of hours
after President Ford, on & visit to Indona-
gig, had given his tacit approval to what'
Indonesian leaders led him to believe was
a police action to put down a rebellion.

The population of East Timor was,
massacred .and systematically starved,
The Indonesians threw an iron curtain
around the conquered nation, declaring
that East Timor was now a province of
Indonesia and none of the outside
world's business.

The United Nations condernned the In-
donesian aggression—in a vote from which
the United States abstained. U.N. fact-
finders got no more than a rigged, Potem-,
kin Village tour of East Timar, Outsiders
were either excluded entirely or rigorously
supervised and restricted: Relief agencies:
had to swmount bureaucratic obstacles;

before they could deliver food end medical
care to the starving East Timorese,

Documents have come to light that re<
veal that Henry Kissinger was the archi-
tect of the Ford administration’s support’
of Indonesia. The material is contained
in an Australian publication, “Docu-
ments on Australian Defence and For-
eign Policy, 1968-1975." The book is so
explosive that the courts in Australia
have forbidden the media to do more
than paraphrase perts of it. The Aus-
tralian press is challenging the censor-
ship. Meanwhile, my associate Jack
Mitchell has seen a copy.

One of the most damning pieces of
evidence is a secret cable from a high-
ranking Australian diplomat to his su-
periors just a few montha before the In-
donesian invasion. “The United States’
might have soma influence on Indonesia’
« + « 88 Indonesia really wants and needs
United States mssistance in ite military
re-equipment programme,” the diplamat

wired, “But [U.8.] Ambassador [David}
Newsom told me last night he is under
instructions from [Secretary of State]
Kissinger not to involve himself in dis-
cussion on Timor with the Indonesians,

cn the grounds that the United States is_

involved in enough problems of greater
importance overseas at present. . .. The
State Department has, we understand,
instructed the Embassy {in Jakarta] to
cut down its reporting on Timor.”

In other words, Kissinger was too busy
with global grand strategy to he both-
ered with the imminent extinction of a
small, independent nation of 600,000.

There is, of course, dishonor enough
for more than one administration. When
dimmy Carter, the self-proclaimed
champion of humen rights, moved into
the White House in 1977, the Indone-
gians were still ruthlessly exterminating
the East Timoresa by bloody repression
and the more time-consuming but
equally effective msthod of starvation,

Yet Carter administration officials
eontinued the disgraceful U.S. support

for the Indonesians—and misied Con-

gress about the military assistance we
were sending them. American weapons
were being supplied even while State
Department spokesmen insisted that the
arms sales had been suspended.

Five years after the first bloody attack,
the diminished population of East
Timor—some estimates say there are
only 300,000 left—is considered to have
survived the worst of its ordeal. Even if
this is true, though, there is the chilling
prospect that half a generation of Timo-
rese children may be permanently re-
tarded or crippled from the effects of
war and malnutrition.

Thisgof course, should make it easier
for the Ingonesmns' to co'}:\mtlln‘;he in-
creasingly docile populace. is cyni-
cal sense, the U.S, support of its ally has
beon at lesst a strategic success.

©1080, United Festures, Inc,
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as k. Timor was invaded A K

By Robert Levey
Globe Stalf

* A court battle In Australia over the publication of same
secret gnvernment documents has shed light on the quiet
complicity of the US government In Indonesia’s 1975 inva-
slon of the former Portuguese territory of East Timor.

The court fight centers on a book titled "Documents on
Australian Defense and Foreign Policy 1968-75," which
Includes 14 classified diplomatic cables and reports in-
volving the governments of Australia, the United States
and Indonesia.

Although the Australian high court has barred publi-
cation of the book. It did not prohibit publication of the
contents of the documents, The legal lssue was deter-
mined to be a matter of copyright rather than government
Secrecy. ; ;

The documents are controversial because they reveal
that both the US and Australian governments assumed a
timid stance in the face of the takeover of East Timor to
maintain harmonious relations with Indonesia, which
has crucial security value as a Southeast Asian ally.

Fartions of the documents provided to The Globe reveal
that, in Jate 1975, then-Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
specifically Instructed US diplomats to keep out of the
East Timor situation. :

A report In the Christian Science Monitor last week
speculated that US diplomatic intervention might have
averted Lhe tragic takeover of East Timor, which resulted

In an estimated 100,000 or more deaths through war and
starvation,

That report quotes a former US Intelligence official as
saying: “We had lots of time to move the Indonestans in
another direction. Instead, we got right on the Indonesian
bandwagon.”

East Timor, which was an Impaverished Portuguese
colony for-400 years, was invaded and absorbed by Indo-
nesla just a few months after Portugal withdrew lis colo-
ntal rule.

Indonesia. which already owned West Timor, the west-
ern half of the island. Invaded and took over East Timor.
clalming that a civil war in East Tlmor could cause prob-
lems for the reglon.

Privately, an authoritative' US government source
called Indonesia’s action "a pure power grab.” Since the
takeover, East Timor has been virtually cut off from the
outside warld, '

The majority of the native population has been con-
ftned lo refugee camps, while the Indonesian military at-
tempts to wipe out the last vestiges of guerrilla resistance
in the mountains.’

The controverslal documents include a dispatch In Au-
gust 1975, four months before Indonesla’s invasion, from
R.A. Wolcott, who was then Australla’s ambassador to
Indanesia. The dispatch from Wolcott ta his government
includes the following:

“The United States might have some Influence on Indo-
nesia at present as Indonesta really wants and needs Unit-

INDONESIA |
.

St;adcd area is Indonesia. Unshaded half of Timor island,

ed States assistance In Its military reequipment pro-
gramme, but {US ambassador to Indonesia David) New-
som tald me last night that he Is under instruetions {rom
Kissinger personally not to Involve himself in‘discussions
on Timor with the Indoneslans on the grounds that the
United States s involved In enough problems of greater
Importance overseas at present . . . His present attitude is
that the US should keep out of the Portuguese Timor situ-
atlon and allow events to take their course. His somewhat
tynical comment to me was that if Indonesia were to inter-
vene, the United States would hope they would do so ‘effec-
tively. quickly and not use aur equipment.’ "

As It turped out, the Indoneslans relied heavily on US-
supplied Bronco alrcraft and replacement parts In their
mountalrt war with the guerrilla resistance on East Ti-
mor, Even the Indoneslan government has acknowledged
that the wat and subsequent starvation conditions
clalmed at least 60,000 Timarese lives. Native Timorese
are not allowed to leave the island, though a few Chinese
nationals have been able to get out.

Indonesla permitted a helated food reliel effort by
Catholic Relief Services and the International Commitice

JIMOR :
lower right: is East Timor.

| -

of the Red Cross, under strict supervision by the Indone-
sian mllitary. &

But as recently as October. a delegation of nine US sen-
ators, including Paul Tsongas of Massachusetts, called on
Secretary of State Edmund S. Muskle 1o ask the Indone-
slan government to permit free emigration from East TI-
mor.

The senators also expressed concern that no outsiders
had been allowed Into prisons en East Timor to check an
conditions under which political prisoners are being held,

The most vocal US critic of the East Timor situation
has been Rep. Tom Harkin (D-lowa), who urged Inan arti-
cle In this month's Progressive magazine that "commer-
clal arms sales to Indonesla must be suspended ... Pres-

sure can and should be brought to encourage Indonesia {o |

withdraw Its troops ... and allow the United Natlons o
administer the territory until such time as the East Timor-
€sc can determine thelr own political future . . .

“And finally, Congress should sublect the history of
our involvement In this tragedy to comprehensive scrutl-
nv in the hopes that the United States can avatd complic-
ity in future ‘East Tlmors.’ "

J
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il InShadow of East-West Talks, Wife
of Soviet Activist and Winner

of the Nobel Prize Confer
: Nav..;z_%,JL

< soom follow.
Avital turned to the
[ slight, balding Argentine who had ar-

Col
“I'm sorry,” ghe said in good English,
**“What prize is it that you won?""
P;E Esquio i An_American
 translated: "meNobef
£ “For peace,” in Mr Pérez Es-
¢ quivel’s son . who speaks some

Hemaa Rights Capital of the World '

ccords on détente and security.

In hotels small and luxurious, rights
campalgners.manyof them Russian and
Eastern Eurcpean €migrés, have also in-
stalled themselves. boping to catch the
ears of diplomats and journalists.

I The competition for attention is such
! that some of these groups resort to the
hard sell. In Madrid's chaotic market-
placeotidm one group does not always
the existence of an-

.other AfterAndreiA.Amalrlk.theRus-
sian historian, was killed in an automo-
bile accident as he was rushing to Ma-
drid, there were some unsee mo-
meutsasdiﬂermtorganimﬂons ed for

the privilege of burying him.

Nobel Peace Prize last month for having
| “ghone a light in the darkness" of Argen-
tina’s military rule, needs to push for-
wardY mtlllieheadofthecmwdhere.
; et, W enamportersugg&tedm}dr.
Pérez Esquivel over lunch that he might
find a meeting with Mrs. Shcharansky in-
teresting, the modest, 48-year-old Argen.
tine knew asg little about Anatoly
hchiira and the Jewish emigration
movement in the Soviet Union as Mrs.
Sheharansky knew about Mr. Pérez Es-
! quivel and Peace and Justice move.
ment in Latin America.
When they began to converse, they
found that they had things in common.
“Whv were vou arrested?" asked Mrs.
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" USrolein plight of Timor: an issue that won’t go away

Legislators take new interest
in American policy, aid there

Staff correspondent of
The Christian Sclence Monitor
. Washington

A policy of deliberate indifference to hu-
man rights violations by Indonesia in the for-
mer Portuguese colony of East Timor is com-
ing back to trouble the US State Department.

Thanks in part to sporadic press reports
and the testimony of scholars studying the
problem, a small but growing number of con-
gressmen is taking an interest in the plight of
the East Timorese.

The congresmmen are coocerned, to start
with, because the Indonesians, in violation of
an arms agreement with the United States,
used American weapons when they invaded
East Timor in December 1975. But their con-
cern also derives from humanitarian coosid-
erations: Widespread starvation followed the
Indonesian invasion. According to some ac-
counts, it was at one point of 8 magnitude
comparable to the starvation that has oc-
curred in Cambodia.

All of this is of more than seademic inter-
est because, for one thing, American aid in
the form of food and medicine, now is being
sent, through: international organizations, to
East Timor. The question of adequate moni-
toring to determine that the aid reaches those
in meed is a Hve issue. So is the question of
whether incressed mmbers of Timovese
should be allowed to leave the island.

The Indonesian government blamed the
famine in East Timor on hardships allegedly

combination of (factors, including war,

gees and a monber of other witnesses from
the island iteelf have blamed the Indonexing

' invasion, which, sorne of them say, included a.
-delfherate poticy of denying food to Fretilin
supporters

Al any rate, at ooe point last year, more
than 200,060 people, ar two-fifths of the popu-
lation of East Thmor, were sald by experts to
be suffering from malmrirition.

The Carter administration has proclaimed
buman rights to be at the center of its foreign
palicy. To find out about imonan rights viola-
tions in Cambodia, the State Department bas
ttensively interviewed Cambodian refugees.
But Francisco Fernandes, 28 Roman Catholic
priest who served for several years as head of
the Timorese refugee commmumity, zaid be
kmew of no attempt by US officials to seek
and interview any of the more than 2,000 sach

refugees who have been Hving in Portugal for §

the past several years.

Even today, with the magnitude of the
East Timar problem better known, refugees
going directly to the State Departmesnt in
Washington with their stories find that most
officials there give the beneflt of the doubt to
the Indonesians.

“He acted like a lawyer for the Indone-
sians.” said one refugee after talking with a
State Department official recently.

The State Department some time ago re-
duced East Thmor to the status of an aid prob-
lem. Allegations from refugres that Ameri-
can {ood #id is being diverted fac profii by the
Indonesian military comepel State Depart-
ment attention. But one official complained
that cooclusive specifics were lacking in the
refugee aceounts. In past sitestions of this
type, bowever, specifics bave not been read-
fly available in an atmosphere of military oc-
cupstion and intimidation.

mmmwmnm_g_ Based on such experiences, ouiside ob-

to be of secondary consequence to most State
Department officials,

What many Timorese would like, at least
as #t filters through from a handfu! of refu-
gees and acholars working on the subject, is
the departure of the Indoneslans and control
over their own affairs. The Timorese identity
and languages are distinct from those of the
Indonesians.

However, it was Ms. Derian, not Mr,
Bolbrooke, who was in the position of having
to answer questions about East Timor, among
other subjects, at a recent congressional
bearing. Mr. Hofhrooke let it be kmown he was
too busy preparing for a trip to appear at the
Feb. 6 hearing. He did have the time, how-
ever, to play host at a black-tie dinner later
the same day.

Recently, Ms. Derian’s bureau has begun

The State Department some
time ago reduced East

Timor to aid-problem status.

concerns ahead of human rights:

to take a more active interest in East Timor.

mor that would bring in more witnesses from
ouiside the State Department.
Rep. Tony Hall (D) of Ohio plans later this

.| week to introduce atn amendment to the for-

edgn aid bill which would urge Indonesia to al-
low the press and international relief agen-
cies freer access to East Timor. The
resolution also would call on the Indopesians
to permit freer emigration from East Timor.

Rep. Lester Woitf (D) of New York, chair-

man of the House subcommittee on Asian and

big-power
Indopesia is an anticonenunist, largely Mus- Pacific affairs, recent]

; y returned from a brief
lim, cil-producing nation with the fifth-largest 1y, 4, gast Timor to report that while the

population in the world. It commands sea
lanes between the Pacific apd Indian oceans.
Assistant Secretary of State Richard
Haolhrocke recently declared it is potentially
one of the great nations of the world.

US policy toward East Timor has been
made for the most part by the State Depart-
ment’s Bureau of East Asian Pacific Af-
tairs, beaded by Mr. Holbrocke. bureau
most concerved with uman rights, which is
beaded by Asmistant Secretary Patricia
Derian, was barely getiing organired in 1977
when East Timor policy was first set by the
Carter administration. . .

food situation in the territory had apparently
improved, more medical supplies and person-
nel were needed.

The Indonesian government claims 1o
have created no obhstacles to the departure of
Timorese who want to join family members
living in Australia and Portugal But Austra-
lian and Portuguese diplamats contend that
the Indonesians gre reluctant {o let many
Timorese leave the island for fear that they
might publicize what has happened there.

Access to East Timor by the news media
remains limited.

The origins of American policy can be
traced to a 1975 visit to Indonesia by Presi-
dent Gerald Ford and Secretary of State
Heory A. Kissinger. They happened to be in
Jakarta, the Indonesian capitai, after a trip to
China, the day before the invasion of East Ti-
mor occurred.

Brent Scowrroft, an Air Force general who
was President Ford's national security ad-
viser at the time, said the President and Sec-
retary Kissinger did not encourage the inva-
sion but also did not oppose it.

“I guess it was fundamentally a matter of
recognizing reality,” said General Scowcroft.
‘'We really had no reasonable options. . . . It
made no sense {o antagonize the Indonesians.
. . . Enst Timor was pot a viabie entity.”

General Scowcroft and other officials, past
and present, contend that the US did suspend
militery equipment deliveries to Indonesia
following the invasion. But, according to
Benedict Anderson, & Cornell University ex-
pert oo Indonesia, the record shows that at
least four separate offers of military equip-
ment peeded mainly for American-supplied
"cwqterlnmu'gency" aircraft, were made to
Indonesia during the claimed period of sus-
pensitn. Professor Anderson also argues with
the assertion that East Timor was incapable
of being self-supporting.

A 5tate Department official, who asked to
rema:n unidentified, said Secretary Kissinger
adopted a policy that was supportive of Indo-
nesia gn the East Timor question, in part be-
cause of uncertainties created in Southeast
Asia in 1975 by the fall of Saigon. Indonesia re-
mained a staunch and powerful friend in a sea
of turmoil. And, he said, the Carter adminis-
tration decided it did not want to “get into a
contest’’ with Mr. Kissinger over this. But the
officin! added that both administrations un-
derertimated Timorese resisiance o the

"The Indonecians coulds't handle it, b
they didn't want to let people know how mus

*Ii has not been a policy
glect,” said another State Department offi-
cial. “It's been a policy of malign neglect.”
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Troubled, troubling Timor

" Donald E. Weatherbee

Just over four years ago Indonesian ‘‘volunteers'
militarily intervened in the de-colonization process taking
place in the former Portuguese Overseas Territory of East
Timor, decisively influencing the political outcome. What
in 1974 might have been & swift, neat, politicaily clean
coup de main, in early 1976 turned into a nasty, messy,
unlimited limited war with disproportionate casualtics on
both sides.

The “volunteer'’ disguise never really fooled anyone
(outside of the Indomesian civilian population) and it
quickly became apparent that the military action involved
Indonesian combined operations against a force which
although numerically inferior, was well dug in, having
prepared positions, trained by professionals, its upper
ranks ideologically committed, and well armed, equipped
with the NATO staadard rific from armoties opencd by
revolutionary Portuguese officers.

indonesia’s recent political history is
such that the possibility of a regime mod-
cled on a ‘‘democratic republic’ with at-
tendant external orlentations co-existing
with indonesia in the latter’s land and sea
space wis on the face of it improbeble.

For the Indonesians the combat startingly revealed
serious deficiencies in logistic planning, tactical intelli-
gence, command and controd, training and leadership.
Although critics of the Indoncsian government have des-
cribed the outcome as a “*military disaster”” and ‘“military
humiliation.'" we cannot ignore the iact that from their
own resources the Indonesians successfully mounted a
major military expedition that kept in the field a force that
reached 30,000 at the end of & more than one thousand
mile long supply line. It is difficult to identify another
regional state that could have carried out a similar cam-
paign-—with the striking exception of Vietram.

The bottom line for Jakarta, of course, was uitimate
success, The militacy units of Fretilin (the movement for
an independeat Timor} were forced back into the moun-

tains-to wage a gucrrilla war that took its toll on Inda-

nesians and Timorese alike. Although continued Indo-
nesian restrictions on movement in certain arcas suggests
that sporadic and isolated pockets of insecurity still exist,
Fretilin's armed struggle scems doomed, if not dead.

The military collapse was accompanied by the capture,
surrender, and defections of the leading Fretilin cadres in
the ficld, icaving the Fretilin representatives abroad urg-
ing a phantom cause in any real sense. The parious state of
Fretilin fortunes was amply demons. “ated by the quick
susceptibility of the emigres to the posiurings and internal
conspiracics of emigre politics at its worst. If left to their
own devices Fretilin exiles wouid go the route of the
Republic of the South Molucces, with Portuguese pass-
purts instead of Dutch. But, the eventusl Indonesian
military success and its political pendant, the incorporation
of East Timor into the Republic as the twenty-scventh
province, did not solve the Timor problem for Indonesia.
Timor continuek to troubie Jakarta and is troubling to the
wider, international community—for right, wrong and
ambiguous reasons. i

As the situation in Portuguese Timor developed after
the revolution in Portugal and the ascendancy of military
radicals in the overscas territories, Indonesia had one
concern: that is that one anomalous non-Indonesian sov-
ereignty in the archipeiago not be replaced by another,
particularly one whose most expressive support was de-
rived from international quarters deemed hostile by Indo-
nesia. indonesia’s recent palitical history is such that the
possibility of » regime modeled on a ** democratic repubiic™
with attehdeht external weleRtations coseriating with Indo-

nesis 10 the 1aTE s jyadt and sea spaes was on the tace of it
impeal- =

This is nol to argue what Fretilin's ideology tepre-
scnted; only to underline the contrviling perception in
Jakarta. As that perception assumcd the lincaments of
reality, Indonesian policy moved from non-interference to
diplomatic negotiation, to clandestine political interven-
tion, to direct military intervention, in a sequence parallel-
ing Portuguese loss of control over the internal political
process in the colony and the emerging dominance of the
political forces from the left with the connivance, it might
be added, of clements of the Portuguese garrison.

The Indonesian interest involved was securi’ty nar-
rowly defined in & short and long range context. Of immed-
iate concern was the potential for subversion or worse,
vidwed ageinst a regional international process of dynamic
change in which the Southeast Asian socialist stales
projected uncertain but still threstening images. Within
the wider framework of Indonesian political history Jakar-
ta’s decision-makers were sensititve (o the impact of the
autcome in Timor on future manifestations of particular-
istic dissidence in the archipelago.

in the minds of Indonesian security managers there
was an explictt Jinking of the RMS-OPM-Fretilin forces
(OPM—Frce Papua Movement, RMS—South Moluccas
Republic), There was an articulated concern that some kind
of seperatist alliance might be forged receiving the support
of joreign radical groups and countrics. No matter how
unreal both the ‘left”’ and secessionist threat might seem
to the foreign observer, Indonesian leaders are historically
conditioned to interpret centain kinds of cvents in those
catcgories. In fairness it should be added that statements
and the external activities of Fretilin agents gave some
degree of credence to the fears.

Security concerns can be placcd against more general
Indunesian orieniations towards its regional role and
responsibilitics. We are reminded of George Kahin's
cxplication of Indonesia’s motives nearly two decades ago
it its konfrontasi with Malaysia, in which, to parsphrase a
lengthy argument, he noted (Pacific Affatre, no. 37, 1964)
that given Indoncsia’s location, size, population, and
potential, its policy demands to have a voice in the
alteration of the regional starus quo and the settlement of
regional problems was natural and legitimate.

The variables that led to such a demand then, are
even more accentuated today, and the inherent threat in
the alteration of the status guo in Timor was certainly
outlined with greater clarity, There was no threzt from
Portuguese Timor and it was not *'liberated’ by indonesia.
#s Goa was by India.

To call the Indonesien military intervention in Timor

- &n act of international aggression, as some would have it,

is simplistic, confusing the issues rather than illuminating
them. I China used force to prevent the Kuomintang from
organizing a successor fegime in Macao, would we call
that international aggression? To attribute the act of inter-
vention te the nature of the Indonesian tegime of the
moment is even further from the mark, To assert that it
was because Indonesia is ruled by a ‘'fascist, military
vligarchy’’ (a characterization prevalent in some quarters)
overiooks Lhe fact of a basic clite consensus in indonesia,
cross-cutting institutional ties and ideologies, on Indo-
nesia’'s appropriete behavior in its immediate regional
cavironment, It was not the fact that it was a Subarto
government that caused the Timor intervention. There was
a mix of policy determinants that would have impelled any
Indonesian government to move in that direction in the
circumslances that prevailed,

The policy priority assigned to the solution of the
Timor problem by Jakarta was not changed by the chorus
of international criticism deploting the method of aunex-
ation. Indonesia has ignored the efforts of the U.N. to
multilaterize the issue. The "Question of Fast Timor™
regularly appears on the agenda of the U.N. General
Assembly, perhaps to become as perennial as the ques-
tions of Tibet and Kashmir were. As far as Jakarta is
voncerned continued opposition to indonesin's integration
of East Timor into the Republic is the acid test for
determining friendship or hostility, '

Jakarta expected angry reactions from the PRC and
Vietnam—and got them. Less expected. and confusing.
was the anti-Indonesian reaction among some activist
groups in Australia and the equiveeation of the Australian
puvithnieht, Indencsian oitivials have privatelv expressed



anger over what they saw as Australian duplicity. indo-
nesia thought that in their consultations with Australia
about Timor understanding had been reached. Therc is no
auestion but that the Whitlam government accepted East
Timort's integration into Indonesia as the form of decoloni-
zation that would best serve the interests of stability in the
region. At issue was the nature of the "“act of self-deter-
mination.”’ Australian state accomodation to the *'estab-
fished fact”’ of East Timot's integration came in January of
1978.

Lifc continues to be breathed into the **Timor Ques-
tion by the injection of the humanitarian issue, By
including an appeal for humanitarian assistance to Timor
in the most recent U.N. draft resolution, states that would
have utherwise voted against it, voted for it or abstained,
That there are serious problems of nutrition, heelth and
sheiter in wide areas of Timeor is not denied by Indo-
nesia itself. One can argue about the relxtive weight-
ing to be assigned to different causal factors: the legacy of
rural impoverishment thet marked 400 years of Portugal's
colonizing mission; the initial struggle preceding Indo-
_nesian intervention; the disruption of the military cam-
pain: the **Pol Pot-ish'* guertilla war of Fretilin; the irreg-
ularity of rainfall; etc.

The sum total is the same, however: the popuiation of
East Timor deliberately requires external assistance. But
to tie this to the notion that Indonesia has deliberately
conducted a genocidal campaign against the Timerese
people which has resulted in the death of over half the
population, irrcsponsibility cloaks the problems of aid to
Timor in the garments of a political vendetta against
Indonesia, the roots of which have littie 1o do with Timor,
but a great deal to do with wider orientations towards the
tnduncsinn government that emerged from the economic,
sucial. and palitical wreckage of Sukarno's ‘*Guided De:
moctacy’’ and the elimiuation of the Indonesian Com-
munist Party,

The cynically biatant and misleading
manipulation of data from Timor In an
attempt to wound poiitically the Suharto
government certainly does not serve the
Interests of the Timorese people.

The cyaically blatant and misleading manipulation of
dala from Timor in an atiempt to wound politically the
Subarto government certainly does not serve the interests
of the Tinorese people. In Fact, as David Jenkins has
remarked in the Far Enstern Economic Review, it makes
less credible the resl problems in Timor. To argue. as
some have, that Indonesia is impeding the flow of assis-
tance to Timor denies the testimony of the relief agencies
wurking in the field and the information given by those
governments facilitating relicf dejiveries. To suggest that
poor administration and cocruption on the part of the
Indonesian authoritics in East Timor is somchow part of an
anti-Timorese plot betrays woeful igrorance of burcau-
vratic patterns throughout Indonesia and the Third World
in general.

But. the anti-Suharie fervor, with its anti-lndonesian
spill-over still is stoked. An amazing editorial in the New
York Timaes on December 24, not only restated the myth of
continzing ladunesian terror in Timor but embellished it.
Acrording to the writer, Indonesia at the end of 1979 was
bognbing the populated coastal areas. forcing the popu-
lation into the mountains. If this were indeed happening
Indonesia would be bambing populations that have been
under its sway since 1977, and would make inexplicable
the Indonesian opening of the province to the International
Commitice of the Red Cross and Cathalic Relief Services
{even though the Thaes writer suspects that the agencics
really do not have -access), The Thaes called for U.S.
Congressional sanctions against Indonesia, **double think-
ing’’ the situation was analagous to the Vietnam invasion
of Democratic Kampuchea.

g T T T T R T

The failure of Indoncsia to conduct a substantially
meaningful act of sclf-determination for the peoples of
East Timor can be criticized, although against ‘lhc back-
ground ol the social stratification patterns of ninety per-
cent of the popuiation it is difficult to see how it _would
have been any more an cmpirically valid expression of
informed will than the U.N. sanctioned acts in West Irian
ot East Malaysia. Indonesia’s shortcoming in this respect
is not unique to either developed or underdcwl:loped
world. It is not a consequence of a particular xind of
invidious Indonesian government.

it is that particular kind of government, h‘_:wcym:..
described by the Thnes' editorial writer as a . ‘rightist
(the unstated implication being that it ipso facto is to be

S se——————————NS-_____ e
suspeuied). that provekes the angry agitation. _Timor iy
placed in the litany of Indonesian political crimes. To
understand the political yardstick by which lndnm_:slu 1s to
be judged helps make it possible to weigh the advice of its
enemies.

An amazing editorial in the New York
Times on December 24, not only restated
the myth of continuing Indonesian terror In
Timor but embellished it.

This is not to justify the Indonesian role in Timor but
1u suggest that its policy implications for other countiies
should be identified on real appreciations of Indonesian

gy e - Sl o W s R

means and ends in Timor, not idcological reficx. We are
mindfui of the advice of onc of Austraiia’s most skilied and
sensitive diplomatists, Alan Rcnouf, who in advocating
“understanding’’ of Indonesia’s position has argucd that
Indonesia’s national interest require that it “*prevent by
any means the establishment within its boundaries of the
small, powerless, nom-viable, hence, unstable. but in-
dependent nation that East Timor could become.* It would
be better for all, including the Timorese, if our Congress
should heed that reasonable voice rather than the strident
hostility of the New York Thmes.

Dorald Weatherbee is ane:sor and Associate Dir
ector of the Institute of international Studies at the Univer-
sity aof South Carplina.
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By EILEEN TABIOS

wai 50 ycara old when he was
H(mm.r:d and killed in 1975 by

Indonesian  parairoopers who
were invading his country of East Timor,
But the murder of Francixo Botja da
Costa was of great strategic value to the
Indonesians. Borja was one of the most
salwart revolutionaries wotking 1o
liberate East Timor from Indanesia and a
poet whose depictions of hei col-

riculums with political thought), health
clinics. agricultural ro-ops, and a na-
tional women's organization. UDT did
not provide serious oppasition 1o Fretilin
when it failed to offer a program of social
development and change. After an at-
tempted coup by UDT in 1975, Fretilin
emecrged victorious. The territory was
‘then at peace, apart from Indonesian
military attacks at the border and naval
bnmbardmcm

onialism served as 2 daily rallying cry for

attacks gradually increas-
ed, however, and so did the casualty

around the world whojomed in denounc-
mg U.5. involvemgnt in the Eat Timor
crisis at a recent two-day conference at
the United Narions Church Center. Many
of the patticipants were internationally
known researchees and agrivists who have
urged Congress, the State Deparument
and the Pentagon 1o end its policy of giv-
ing arms to support the Indonesian
“pacification” programs againu the East
Timorese.

The conference came,
response to a recent mmmunique from

too, a3 2

people, Bathed in blood’

vade East Timor was supplied by the U. 5.

The fighting goes on—with U.S. suppo

| Continugd from page three

“The U.5. alio ha» an

in the ensuing discumion,
ofien overlapped, with each pardcipant
providing bius and pieces to the picture of
11.5. military and economic involvemen,
Despite his Human Righus program,
President Canter increased military aid by
3D per cent in 1977, with an attendent
100 per cemt increase in the following
three years of his administration, taid
Horta. Horta added grimly, “In 1977, the
Indoncsian army was on the verge of col.
lapic when the U.5. increased military

ic stake,” And con-
tinued. "The U.S. is a major
contributor o the consontium
which oversces Indoncaian
development. Since 1967, $16
billion have been given in aid.”
The U.5. is urying to show the
wron, " of the Savict Union
in invading Afghaninan Ander
son concluded. “but in the case
of East Timor where there was
an invasicn of government, the

“In spite of the superioricy of
the Indonesian army, after five
years of war and cuntrary to the
predictions of experts, the
resistance i continuing very ac-
tively,” Horta noted. “Guerilla
warfare will be succenful
because 85 per cent of Eax
Timor is made of mountains,
One can travel for 15 hours
around the country without go-
ing through the flat land. In.
dnnunn soldiers don't know the

they don't know the
[Em “Timor native] lln.\ll!ﬂ

We believe if the: Ind
government has the courage 10
acknowledge 3 historical
mistake, in the long run. this
could only benefit their Indone:
sian cconomy.”

Yet, on a larger scale, the East
Timor izsue I another reflection
of the U.5. tradivional fnmlg'n
policy of supparing repressive
regimes in the Third World.
Chomsky's latest book, {written
with Edward Herman), The

use of tortures, death squads and
imprisanment of political

prisoners.

S0 a mesiage of the Ean
Timor gathering was that the
U.S. foreign policy-makers need
to serously re-amens its tradi-
tional policy of backing sup-
posedly  anti-Communist
regimes, with lictle regard to the
actions or stability of such
governments. As  Nicaraguan

Wahi Iy 1 and

repr ive 1o tiie UN. Ale-
jandro Benbana testified “in a

rt

lives for. As in Nicaragua victory
is inevitable.”

In the meantime, however,
U.5, support of a violent and op-
premive government  goes on,
and th ds upon
of war.weary East Timorese and
Indonesians are being killed off,
And a3 Homa siremed, “The
U.5. interests are not served by
supporting an unpopular,
repressive  tegime—a  regime
which wilt also alienzie che In-
donesian people from its own

) . for ex:
the East Timosese in their struggle for  fzurcs. On October 16, 1975, 2,000 [n-  Portugal which is ¢ tly being d . I, at that time, Carter would  U.S. fails to realize that East - -y they face a hastile T.:hll: wm'q h.:itml'u::n nine thow of salidarity” at the con. govers Justlr B
palitical independence, doncsiana crossed the border and cap- cdby the U.N, Fourth Committet on De-  have d the Indonssian go Timor abio bas the vight 1o sell- o0 21 v —from G la w “the principles that the Iran.
Borja's murder was aba 410 ured a nearby town. The invasion, in  Colonization The ge expressed 3 10 withdraw, the whele Indonesian hold  d ination.” "There is also growing opposi-  the Philippincs—where the U.S.  Eant Timor peaple arc fighting
the United States’ military and  which five Australian journalists were  commitment 1o negotiations becween In-  ©n East Timar would have coltapsed.” e tion in Indonesia to the war,” ;..c,...eﬂp its military and for are the same ples the
of | in, whose  killed, convinced Fretilin lesders that In-  donesia, Portugal, the U.S . japln. Admiral La Rocque, who works ay l.he The overal] feeling at the con- sald Horta, "Many 1 ic aid to 1 which Ni g pmple gave their
actions lgaiml the tmall country to ita  donesia was determined to annex East  China, Holland, the new]y p Center for Defense Information, provid- ' ference was indeed one of bic- families themaclves were killed. simult Iy i reased their

cast are criminal by Geneva Constitution

Timor. Fmilm thus declared the country

Portugese-speaking  countries and the
C

standards for the treatment of p
and United Nations rights resolutions.
Many observers inn this country charge
that 1.5, involvement has prolonged the
Indonesian-Eax Timor conflict—a can-

flict rated in 1979 by Washingron's Indonesia began iis mom mamive at-  representative at the U.N., however, aresendingin new Freedom Fighteri—F5  be increased military aid, Horta which, should you find it necessary
Center for Defense Information as the  tacks on Ease Timor lews than two weeks  would not express optimism over the  jet planes which are very effective in that  ‘caclalmed. Researchem and eye- -’L Accepting Applications for All Quarters to read after my preface. will stimu-
single mant vislent of 37 wars going on  later and succeeding in instituting 2 communique, as he and athers a the area. We've promised them 16." witncsses reinforced the horror FOR FREE PAMPHLET AND COUNSELING: late you for weeks,”-CHEVY CHASE
worldwide. military regime consisting 0f 40,000 tsees.  conference stressed that the solution is La Rocque locked up from hisnotes. “I | felt by many at the conference A€ Chiness Language and Culturai Sludies

the ind D atic Republic of

East Timor on November 23, 1975 and
aecempted 1o bring the charges of In-
doncsian aggresion before the United
Stages,

Market countries about ways of
returning Ease Timor to de-calonization
status and of allowing for aelf
determination,

Jose Hamoa Horea, the Easc Timorese

ed more details: “We have given them
four old destroyers and 32 combar air-
crafts including OB10 Broncos [planes
with itifra-red detectors and the ability 1o
fly low above the terrain in order 10
deposit bombs and napalm.] But how we

terness aboue che U.S.' cavalier
trearment of East Timor: “when
Carter came into office, he
blamed the previous adminisira-
tion and excused himseld, saying
nothing could be done” even as
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L Using weapons purchased from the U.S.,  ultimately in the hands of the US. think we're giving these Freedom Fighters | over the starvation and casualties i P.O. Box 15583, Long Beach, CA 90815
Timor was colonized by Portugal and  Indonesia  bombed agricultural areas, government. “We certainly welcome the  to the wrong side,” he said, inflicted on the East Timorese by T:lephor'n . (;?3, ;;; 3381 2
Halland beginning in the 1éth cenury.  destroyed entire villages and set up  initlative because .. . it could lead o The cantinuous flow of arms to In-  Indonesia’s continuing 18 '
When I ia gained its ind prisons and torture centers, Catholic  peace.” Ramossaid. "It will succeed if a)l  donesia may violate che UL.S." cwn 1958 “genocidal” policy for i imprison-

in 1945, the Dutch portion was appor-
tioned to the Indonesian Republic while
Portugal held its claim to East Timor,
which now has a population of 700,000
In 1974, the government in Portugal was
replaced by a coalition of moderate and
lefuist military officers who had criticized

priens who escaped the bland have
reperted similar violence by Indonesian
troops. Abour 250,000 Eaxt Timorese are
now in "resctilement” camps, since the
Indonesians ‘have refused o let them
return to their farms, frequently un:
cultivable because of defoliants. Current-

e Lisbon g l'onhe ly an estimated 60.000 people face starva:  “Ninety-five per cent of its armu now fessor of political science at Comell the International Red Crow to
failure of oolunlal wars in Africa, The tion within the next two manths unless come from the United States. Indonesia  University, ;. mte'rI".l.ltT'mol‘ in 1979, 60,000 (ﬂO axperience necessary}
- hacked Indonesia? et
new government soon announced that in- | the Indonesians agree 1o 1 free ac :nu.ldnl casTy on the war without LS. Why has the U.S. were Of these, teachlng cllnic avallable for qualified skiers

dependence would be granted to all of iu
colonies, including West Timor.

Before the fall of the new Portugese
regime, however, East Timor students
and professionals had begun audying che
forsceable effecs  that  independence
would have on their counury, Several
political organizations emerged from
such study groups, the most important of
which is the Revolutionary Front for the
Independence of East Timor, or Fretilin,

permi
cess 1o East Timor by independent rellef

the governmenis involved in the situation
consider this aspect: the problem in East
Timor exisus because of the Indoncsian
presence there.” Indeed the consensus
was that the only way that Indonesia can
be peruaded to withdraw from Eam
Timaor is if it loses U.S, military support.

* Ramos notsd..However, , he

* agencles. 5till cven after five years of
fighting a superior army, the Eam
Timorese continue to resist, having yet to
show any sign of giving up.

[ ]

“The topic is rather sordid and
depressing,” saild Noam Chomsky, the
MIT profesor of linguistics who has been
among the severest critics of U.S. policy
in Indonrsia. “The basic fact is that since

uld “As long a1 the U.S, i the source of
the problem, it can be the source of the
salution - the source of peace for Eam
Timor.

“There are thousands of people being
killed but no cry for help is heard in the

‘U.5., because the U.S. was deeply invaly-

ed in the invasion,” said Michael
Chamberlain, two students of the East
‘Timor alfair said Former President Ford

Arma Bilateral Agreement, whereby arms
supplied by the U.S, to another country
may not be wed for offensive purposes,
"When the State Department talks about
the Ean Timor anguish, these are
crocodile tears which hide a continuous
flow of guns.” said Ben Anderson, a pro-

ing and conesining  Fretilin
members and their supporters,
By January, 1878, local reliel
officials said §0,000 2’ month
were dying of starvationin ane
district  alone,” Kohen said.
When Indonesia finally atlowed

The reasops are’ complex, and are
suocisted with U5, cconomic and

litical ties 1o Ind which date
back to World War IL. La Rocque and
Anderson agresd that the central reason
for America’s aid to the Suharto regime is
its non-Communis status and the part it
played in throwing out the previous Com-
munist governunent. “During the Indone-
sian coup of Suhano, one-half million
leftists of all stripa were killed and

20,000 were in a calamitous con-
dition—they would dic even if
aid reached them,” Koben told
the audience,

“By Novermber, 1979, the IRC
said the situation may be worse
than Biafra and ceruainly s
worse than Cambodia,” he add.
ed.

Horta estimated 200,000 10 ~

300,000 Eam Timorese died
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Fretilin, and another poliical action 1975, there was a huge masacre of peo- admibted in an  interview with the 700,000 jailed "h“h mrely liquidated 1L 1T Lahman Auditorivm, Altschul Halt . g,
group cailed UDT, havep::incd support  ple in East Timor in \snke of the Indane:  Washington Post that he and Secreeary | the C st Party,” And said, ::nce HTSjm'!-L.thln whet; h‘; e I_’_:ﬂ- Tuudcy“ l;h:o::-r lll ‘-.f ﬁm%g:::‘w:gﬁgz g,":?" ta m"m“
from political parties which were formed  sian invasion. The crucial fact is the  of State Henry Kininger had g-nvc:n tacit "We really fell in love with Indonesia,” clasely watched the events unfald Women's 1 Luncheon — “Black Women ng _‘L-_-rf__m Is only the begianing. What fouowsis -

after the 1974 Portugese coup. Fretilin
introduced such reforms as adult educa-
tian (often using the Paule Freire techni-
que of imbueing elementary school cur-

primary responaibility falls directly on the
U.5. government by virtue of its support
of Indonesis.”

Chomsky was one of 200 people from

LaR added. “When they kicked off

approval to the i lain
noted. And, the State Dcpmmem ap:
parently admitted in 1977 that 90 per
cent of che army wscd by Indonesia to in-

the Communists, no longer muld they do
any wiong.

in East Timor, added: “The East
Timor ceunhy abroad is a

of of
2000 ml'ugm in Lisbon, it is
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Yet the fighting goes on. Five
years and fittle progres by the
mlliunly superior Indonesian
regime in containing Fredlin's
resistance to their invasion, has
pot deterred Indonesia’s war on
East Timar.

“It’s quitc possible that the
war can continue indefiniely,
ju.u a3 the U.N, debace can con-
tnue indefinitely,” Johffe sald.
‘This year, guerilla raids ouwside

. ‘Suffocate my culturs: r
] g | It the culture of your culture.
g | Smother my revalls -
Wﬂh tha point of your, bayonet.
- Torture my body i
WIM the chaims of your m_ptrl
Subjugate my soul. sy
Wﬂh the Mh‘df pour uhﬁlﬂ

For fusthe: lniormctlon

e Eimessooks
— Threa Parm Averua, New York 10018 ey

’='-.;i..‘i=‘ et e ie——
H You Are Cordially Invited ]

R e

Barnard-Columbia Chorus
presenis

BARNARD- COLUMBIA
CHAMBER, SINGERS

g \ Peter Schubert, director
| Dil, the East ‘Timor capital now
= held by lndonairn farces, Luey Cross, lule Michael Skelly, planc :
. | foreed Indoncsian soldiers there “
to be om alert. “If ¢ven a amall works by -
: E.':‘E.Z“..'ﬂff :I:o‘:: :;:i:;r:! Debussy, Dowland, Brahms, Toch & Barber
to the reality” of the Indonesian
take-over, JolifTe asked?

"Many military people are

e RE e
i ol B

I' e Annual Judaean Lecture by
,,p_g‘bFEsson YOSEF
HAYIM YERUSHALMI

=1y, Culture and Society 1
T, Center of larae] and Jewish Studien
: who will speak on - ',_*:t:;.' 1

'MODERN SPAIN

S4. Paul’s Chapel Nov. 8, 8:00 p.m.

wruck by the ineptitude of al.': — Admission Free — o
MM End'trﬁ:;q‘:: lrr: _Salo auditions now being hel.d for the e : THE IE’WS
] tebrivdrgs ot 10 much the § b Candlelight Service [Novemb #1190
| U i the walwart stu f f Hapdel's Messiah_ B1Sp-E
Yo Tim figh performarnice of Hapde g Loy
v "l:." i A "G ﬁlcgui Dec. 7 at St. Paui's Chapel. Oftice * Memorlal Librery

' 7 Eazl Hall * Columbia Univarsily '

For further information call Peler Schubert 250—3089

“1n PUE Of he Sepetiorivy of
af




TR

L 11 :
.\-hl.r? Pt
o .
REENE Pl AT
[rETN | i
g -
L
& “

‘

Syrdcuye,
5 y‘ =2
-;"-'—L_-l.

ores
i
|
|
|
|
|
|

- ,__,5.‘.& o

14 -

N o - %
—f . TEIPOGUIE). 1 350U] pety Asiom
: mxfmpﬁem*gmm SUORIPLOD

| shes st uai; sesauopuy

T
e R

8 o

dr

%-"
T = N
Sy

T

= L ._L RN

:‘ﬁéfdi—v'_‘l 1:. % I-_. _-.‘_- .l‘-j._.'j -' -'-I - ': i .-___ ._... 3 ."' 3 .I_: ;.’:.I_;J

o

N ioyuia) uersauopuy aty
2Ly 0} 1e} 0s uolw 6§ Aseau
_ PRiRquaiod sey sajeg payupy

N oo 00000z ey
01 pieg faguny

Pue Jowy 35 oo “Ajjaedea Buronposd-po sy pue

o1 0) uouuma:%'::.Jgggggzg‘sﬁﬂ,?@ﬁﬁﬂﬁ’?ﬂﬂ - IS o1 s20pIsy pome, N M aoduy done

"15ed 2} g1 pasedioo jara) oo, TR PUR OO0 apqera 1) oty pre Amy

> u8nd 0y 30y EMJHIEmaq;' 1 13aa1 mo] Afpuges m_'gg F‘;;‘]'Hmndmi l’:aea&all?l Hﬂ%ﬁqﬁﬁ?ﬁ,ﬂm:ggﬁ?ﬂm
» ) H33q sy puelstagy Sutatodar el orael Ules ng /montnnuren; ursagy

TBPBTW Payiasse ?g{geat; am je pauug; n?m:giﬁ?;f{_ a**?_“’mm 24130 pany aua o) cln?mnl awi‘ﬁ"sii‘,'é‘fiéiig‘ i

T

- VOL. 104,ND. 30,882 7

S R Y My e

"*N’ V‘.S AR
R T P
S AR vl ost T
% il ek N o
s oatou1eD 34} 3 SanpOUIiEoa pun spuny df uul!f:-‘r:lssl';'t!"’:“"' L

L

=L A gt

-

»RN
ity 33

s 4

©  “BAwaro} aidoad jo SPUGEDOY) paoog

onal
x;

f] } W
',:1950"'

_d0j-u ; ' Jurap - gal SjuE) i
1 0888.1 .m{a-mmafi._plgs 594, Juauriindaq a)eg PR B e, l?‘%ﬂgg?ﬁﬂﬁ:&lwl?sm Joyyand agy, |
AT st > o,-,.}En*" hx.wfi’“aq:,- w1 ogir g 3 T 34} AQ paapins jer el

B 9 om Biy sems L i  igemsm bt siation SEH MY auywey yeyy Anjuanas pes
U} U1 10700u1p upeiiosd pore e H:I'IJ ;! p;qo gg ;;Ié-m-. Pl ! ITEL nsnx:fmaoz\ld :f?mws udjaoy s, eissuopug

R ey : _ ST R ; 5] 1a3uny peaadsapra asoqm

i Ty  4nd s puegsy 2 s PUFISI U830 Welpur ogy. moqe tof & 9 3

[ Aoy, 1585 0) pre 5, 40 Jepno wrews _{Sumol;a;l;;mmp el ou A3 Mo\ 0s m“‘q'm:gl“}"’lpul 5:!:::2- ﬂ

United Pross Intergati
JANUARY 26

G
5

¥ el 4 Y
s} T
SR IR A

21
2
==
e LT

=
4

ST R e

S9hm L 5
2

i

w4 A0
= '..,,h:'
s

=
3
T
&

 ——— | ey 2 v:

it o=y A SIONIED 241 Jo Joaaa1p euoiFas ‘a.a55en W e} SEM 9] Bana ‘Aiolod asandnyo

qeein Ty o, i il .. JV AOUILE 5B Uo Bupteay JeuorssasBuod 1uaag§ :p:]m 75}.-.’"“%35-"531!'0@? oD Mauy m';affaf.fv""gfa’

i. :_' ¥ q,.*'!;. "-'.rni. i : S@ .. i

oy el e 121 [l I : L T S L, S )

L B e L O e & -

dssgdieds bl : = ' ket :
§§:§3§§§ ugﬂéf ; [ AT ' =
P et T" i s : 4 "

Bgd st el B 4o

fifssanaz: g | C T

27 g 74

B

e

E

ek

B

i il S
o
o
¥
[y
E;
..;"“"‘—'-'L
[,
o

F i
3



R ©1PLOM A CY

Kissinger’'s personal instructions

Secret documents reprinted here reveal the
complicity of the British and American
governments in a remarkable human trag-
edy. In 1975 Indonesian forces invaded the
former Portuguese colony of East Timor
(see map). Even on Indonesia’s figures,
one-tenth of the population died; the real
toll may be as high as one in three. The
story of secret British approval for ‘strong
action’ by Indonesia is contained in a new
book, Documents on Australian Defence
and Foreign Policy. Court orders have
suppressed the book and prevented two
Australian newspapers from revealing
its contents. The New Statesman has
recelved extracts that shed new light on the
whole network of American-dominated
alliances. We print them below.

CONSERVATIVE politicians in Australia
have always insisted that the ANZUS treaty —
Australia, New Zealand and the US — is the
‘ultimate guarantee’ of the country’s security.
Those were the words Malcolm Fraser used in
last month's election, with the usual suggestion
that no Labour government could be entrusted
with this priceless jewel. But the suppressed
documents, collected by two publishing
executives, George Munsler & Richard Walsh,
suggest the treaty is of small practical value,
The Australian public has already learnt that
America rejected the only appeal for help yet
made under the treaty: documents from the
Kennedy Library show that this occurred after
the 1963 decision of the Menzies Government
to put Australian troops into Borneo during the
period of Indonesian confrontation with
Malaysia. Sir Garfield Barwick, then External
Affairs minister, flew to Washington for talks

with Under-Secretary of State Averell Harri- |

man.

Barwick argued that as the treaty referred to
attacks on any of the forces of any party in the
Pacific area, then the troops in Borneo were
entitled to American protection.

Harriman insisted that the treaty didn't cover
‘subversion, guerilla warfare or indirect aggres-
sion’. This didn’t prevent Barwick, on his
return to Australia, telling a press conference
that there was no doubt the ANZUS treaty
covered the Borneo case,

But the Munster/Walsh book reveals that
Barwick wrote at the same time a secret memo
which began with the sensible admission that
each party would interpret the treaty according
to its judgments at the time, and went on to
warn Australian diplomats, amazingly, that

the Government is of the opinion that discussion
of the treaty’s meaning is almost certain to narrow
its meaning . . . We will only tend to embarrass
each other if we try, either in public or in private,
to explore such topics, and in the government’s
view such exploration is bound to weaken rather
than strengthen the reliance we can place on
ANZUS,

Clearly, an odd sort of ‘ultimate guarantee’
{see opposite for more details), The same
section of the book also contains a cable from
the Australian Embassy in Washington which
severely undercuts the repeated assurances that
Australian officials are fully informed about

21 July 1976.

Abova, the message in which British diplomat Sir
John Ford (laft} appreved Indonesia’s invasion of
East Timor: the US ambassador colluded, under
personal orders from Henry Kissingser ({right).
Fighting continues, with lavish use of US
a?ulpfntum liks the Bronco STOL ground-attack
airceaft,
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the functions of American bases in Australia.
It was sent in March 1973 by the Ambassa-

dor, Sir James Plimsoll, and opens with a

remarkable confession of ignorance:

Because of the absence from Washington of a
number of senior defence group officers we have
been hampered in providing answers to the ques-
tions you have raised in your telegram (about the
bases)

Without providing any official information
from the US,: Plimsoll’s cable goes on to
suggest that his government should make refer-
ence to a number of public sources, such as the
Adelphi Papers of London’s International
Institute for Strategic Studies, and a book by a
correspondent for the US magazine Aviation
Week.

ESTIMATES of the death-toll from the Indo-
nesian invasion of East Timor in late 1975 range

* Capital of Indonesia, and focation of Austrafisn
embassy.

from Indonesia’s own 60,000 to a recent ¢
mate of 200,000 made at a conference in !
York — in any case, it is an enormous disa
afflicting a tiny population. Secret cables i
the Munster/Walsh collection show that I
ish, American and Australian policy-mal
showed collusive indifference to the fate of |
Timor's population, though their influe
with the Indonesians — Western ‘allies’ by
— was considerable,

Where the options were argued at all, it
claimed that the East Timorese would be be
off if Indonesia Dominion were to follow
collapse of Portuguese colonial rule. Indept
ence would only mean political and econg
instability, which might make a popula
{then) numbering 600,000 turn towards c
munism. The US State Department, then «
trolled by Henry Kissinger, ordered its emb.
in Indonesia to cut back on its reporting of
East Timor issue, while the British ambassa:
Sir John Ford, recommended the turning
blind eye to the invasion of what he called '
problem child’.



TRY THIS FOR SIZE. There need be no U-
turns, or reflationary tax cuts. On present
policies the recession will end this winter any-
way. By next spring inflation will be down to 8
per cent. The Government’s money supply
targets will be met. Short-term interest rates
will be down by six per cent. Unemployment
will peak soon after, at a figure not much
higher than it is today. Thereafter things will
continue to improve oa all fronts. By 1984,
Britain’s national income will be £20 billion
higher than it is today, even after allowing for
inflation —which by then will be down to 3
per cent a year.

You think 1 am joking? I promise you I am
not. With as straight a face as I can muster, I
am simply reporting the latest forecast of Pro-
fessor Patrick Minford of Liverpool Univer-
sity. Now there are people who think that
Minford is a bit over the top; that he is doing
to economics what Rasputin did to medicine;
that he should be ignored. On the other hand
there are those, like Nigel Lawson, the Finan-
cial Secretary to the Treasury, who think that
Minford is the bees’ knees; Lawson wanted
Minford to be the Treasury’s chief economic
adviser, when the post became vacant a few
months ago. In any case, [ don't hold with the
idea of ignoring people whose mental facul-
ties do not function quite like yours or mine.
Rasputin was a pretty powerful chap, after
all,

Minford, you see, is a one hundred per
cent, pure beef monetarist. More than that: he
is the one pure monetarist in Britain with a
computer model of the economy. His is not
the economics of vague pipe-dreams or fud-
ged ideology; he has a clear view of how
money supply shapes the economy, and is
willing to put numbers to the connections. If
the Government’s monetarist vision of the
way the world works is correct, then Min-
ford’s projections should prove to be broadly
correct. This week’s cabinet decision to cut
public spending further and increase taxes
next spring should actually help recovery.

But if the Government is wrong, then Min-
ford's figures will be way out of line. Min-
ford's model is the nearest thing Britain
possesses to an objective test of what this
Government is up to. Top Treasury officials,
who shy away from such clear cut tests, go to
some pains to distance themselves from Min-
ford's work: they all want their alibis in case
the strategy fails. They are like nervous pilots
for whom Minford has provided an unwel-
come black box: if the aeroplane crashes, the
evidence for monetarism’s fa:lurc will be
beyond dispute.

THE INTELLECTUAL gulf that separates the
monetarists from the Keynesians is indicated
by the table on this page. Twenty-four hours
before the Minford forecast was published, a
group of Cambridge economists — Cam-
bridge Econometrics — put out their own
avowedly Keynesian view of where the Gov-
ernment’s policies will lead. (Cambridge

Peter Kellner, Political Editor

=¥ The great rose-tinted
' spectacles show

econometrics, incidentally, should not be
confused with the separate Cambridge Eco-
nomic Policy Group, which is best known for
its advocacy of import controls.)

The Cambridge model predicts that a cut in
government spending leads to higher
unemployment, and that the level of demand
in the economy is much more influential than
interest rates in determining industry's deci-
sions on stockbuilding and investment. So
Cambridge foresees the Government’s tight
money policy exacerbating the recession, with
stocks and investment both declining until the
mid-80s. (Indeed, Cambridge would predict
an even deeper depression if it thought the
Government could keep to its public spending
plans; but it expects continued overspending
— and income tax cuts ahead of the next
general election.)

LIVERPOOL'S IDEAS are very different,
not only from Cambridge, but from every
other computer model of the economy. It is

Two rival views of the future

course of inflation and output from 1971 to
1976. That is rather odd, because the Liver-
pool model did not exist then, What Minford
has done is compare what he says his model
would have predicted with what the National
Institute actually did predict at the time.
Unlike the National Institute, Minford has
‘predicted’ the traumatic events of the early
1970s after knowing what actually happened.
To ask us to accept that as serious evidence
of the model’s value is like asking Littlewoods
to accept a football pools coupon filled in on
Saturday evening.

No, the important evidence is what Min-
ford says is going to happen. And his evidence
to the MPs, dated 28 May 1980, cohtains the
following lulu:

On the output side, there is little sign yet of any
recession . . . The economy is stagnant or grow-
ing slowly, but not yet in recession.

At that time, when every other model was
predicting a fall in Britain’s gross domestic
product this year, Minford was predicting
none, Minford has now revised his 1980 pro-
jections; he is expecting GDP this year will be
1.9 per cent lower than last year. But on the
basis of this week's figures from the Central
Statistical Office, the final result is likely to be
a decline of nearer 4 per cent — as Cambridge
has said all along.

Minford now admits he was too optimistic
in the spring. He says the recession is partly

Gross Domestic
Product Unamploymenty!)
(1879 =100) {millons}
Cambridgs Liverpool Camb. L'pool
1979 100 100 1.4 1.3
1980 86.2 88.1 1.7 1.656
1981 94.5 89.6 2.5 2.1
1982 84.6 102.8 2.7 1.9
1983 896.4 105.56 3.1 1.8
1984 88.3 108.2 3.3 1.7

Inflation Interast Government
rate atesf2} wing(d)
(par cant} ipar cent) {E billlana)
Camb. L'pool Camb. L'poal Camb. L'pool
12.2 12.0 13.8 13.8 12.8 9.9
17.7 18.0 16.0 18.5 11.7 8.7
11.7 8.1 14.0 10.8 9.4 7.7
12.8 6.0 8.5 9.5 88 &8
8.8 4.1 8.8 7.3 9.9 238
8.4 2.9 8.5 8.9 8.9 4.1

1 Cambridge includes school-leavers, Liverpool excludes them.
2 Cambridge: Minimum lending rate; Liverpool: Treasury bill rate.
3 Cambridge PSBR Figures relate to calendar years, Liverpool to fiscal years fe.g. ‘1980" means April '80 to March '81).

based on what Minford calls the ‘theory of
rational expectations’. Employers and work-
ers, he argues, are now convinced that the
Government will keep to its money supply
targets. For this reason — and solely for this
reason — wage settlements this winter will be
low; consumers will spend more and save less
as inflation falls, and by next spring industry
will be building up its stocks and expanding its
investment plans.

It is important to recognise that there are
two stages to this argument: first, that mone-
tary policy is tightly linked to inflation, and
secondly that falling inflation (as well as fall-
ing interest rates) is tightly linked to rising
output. Although most of the public debate
about monetarism concentrates on the
money-inflation link, it is really the inflation-
output link that is more suspect. Historically,
declining inflation has been associated more
with recession than with growth,

Minford, however, claims that his model
has better predictive powers than his rivals’.In
evidence to the House of Commons Treasury
Committee he produced figures to show that
the (Keynesian) National Institute’s model
was twice as inaccurate as his at charting the

‘due to mistakes made by firms and unions in
assessing the monetary environment that
would prevail during the 1979-80 wage
round.’ He maintains that this winter pay bar-
gainers will have a

new understanding of the likely course of mone-
tary policy in which presumably, having been
once badly burnt by their scepticism about mon-
etary change, they will treat future monetary
and fiscal targets with greater respect.

I can well believe that wage settlements will be
lower this winter, mainly because the reces-
sion is biting too hard, The notion that shop
stewards have been converted overnight to
solermn respect for money supply targets
strikes me as nonsense.

There is a simple way to settle the matter.
Why don’t you, 1 and Patrick Minford cut out
this article and compare notes again in &
year's time? If 1 am proved wrong, I will
promise never to criticise him, Margaret That-
cher or Milton Friedman again — on one
condition: that Minford promises that if heis
proved wrong, he will pay an unemployed
Liverpool school-leaver to throw his compu-
ter terminal in the Mersey.

New Statesman 21 November 1980



In a cable on 17 August 1975 Richard Woaol-
cott, the Australian ambassador, reported that
America could influence Indonesia’s behaviour,
because of the need for Congressional support
for US military aid. But Woolcott added that

US Ambassador Newsom told me last night that
he is under instructions from Kissinger personally
not to involve himself in discussions on Timor
with the Indonesians on the grounds that the USis
involved in enough problems of greater impor-
tance. . . I will be seeing Newsom on Monday but
his present attitude is that the US should . .,
allow events to take their course, His somewhat
cynical comment 1o me was that if the Indonesians
were going to intervene they (US) would hope they
do so ‘effectively, quickly, and not use our equip-
ment’.

The intervention is still going on today, with
extensive use of US eguipment, especially the
Bronco ground-attack aircraft. In the same
cable, Woolcott advised that Indonesian sup-
pression of Timorese independence was in Aus-
tralia's interest, and objected to plans for the
then Prime Minister, Gough Whitlam, tosenda
message asking Indonesia’s president, General
Suharto, to avoid the use of force.

Suharto will be looking to Austrzlia for under-
standing of what he, after very careful consid-
eration, decides to do, rather than what he might
regard as a lecture, or even a friendly caution,

Actually, the Labour government was divided
on the issue: Whitlam was amenable to an Indo-
nesian take-over, but the External Affairs min-
ister, Don Willisee, favoured an act of real seif-
determination. The invasion, however, did not
take place until after Whitlam had been sacked
by Governor-General Sir John Kerr.

THE FRASER government’s court argument
for suppression of the book includes a particu-
larly vehement claim that relations with Indo-
nesia will be damaged by its revelations.
Certainly one embarrassment is a top-secret
cable from Woolcott of 4 January 1975,
including the text of a recent meeting of the
Association of South-East Asian Nations, at
which proposals for neutralisation of the area
were discussed. The cable states that the text —
supposed to be kept top-secret within ASEAN
— had been leaked by Colonel Setiawan of the
Indonesian intelligence agency BAKIN, Other
documents refer to collaberation in ‘internal
and external intelligence’ between Indonesia
and Australia — something not previously
admitted.

Another cable from Woolcott documents
Britain’s role in getting the East Timor disaster
under way (see separate extract).

But embarrassment may well reverberate fur-
ther afield if the ban on the book is lifted, For
instance Malcolm Fraser, refreshed by electoral
victory, is trying to add more muscle to the five-
power defence arrangement (ANZUK) cobbled
together in the latter sixties between Malaysia,
Singapore, America, Australia and New Zea-
land, with British support. Secret documents
suggest that Australian officials have always
been aware that this structure was imposed over
considerable Malaysian doubts -— none of
which are likely to have been alleviated by the
passage of time.

A secret brief prepared for a visit by the
Australian Defence Minister to Singapore and
Malaysia in March 1972 opens with a scathing
estimate of the military stance of Lee Kuan
Yew's Singapore government:

Facets of Singapore’s force development are
designed as deterrents. Unfortunately, they also
convey the appearance of being: ‘aggressive’ or

New Statesman 21 November 1980

Brief for Minister for Foreign Affairs

From Dogartmom of Forpign Affairs,*
June 197
ANZUS

Secret. A renewal of hostilities that involved
US forces (in Korsa) might raise tha question
of ﬁu.lstmlfml'le c;bligfatg::s under tha Auzug
treaty. Artic .1 treaty requiras eac
signatory in tha event of an armad attack in the
Pacific area on any of the perties ‘to sct to
mest the common danger in accordance with
constitutional processes’. Article & dafines
armed sttacks on the armed farces, public ves-
sels or aircraft of a signatory in the Pacific
araa. from the time of drafting indicata
that, & the treaty has its origins — in
part — in Westermn reaction to North Korean
aggression in 1950, the treaty area was not
meant to extand to the Asian mainland and
that the intention rather was to accept an off-
shore commitment only.

In 1959 Mr Whitlam asked in Parliament:
‘Which of the islands off the coasts of China
and Austraila ara Included in the term '‘Pacific
area’”’ in the tre betwaen Australis, New
Zesland and the USA?"' The US Stato Depart-
ment suggestad a reply as foliows:

The mms&;chNigfj grea' as ;sad in several
places treaty is not precisely
defined, but doubtless has wide :gmi-
cation. In view of tha intimate relstionship
between the three governments any areas
of doubt might well be left for decision
from time to time in the light of changing
circumstances.

Mr (later Lord) Casay, the Minister for Extarnal
Affairs, replied to Mr Whitlam;

The broad phrase 'Pacific area’ as usad in

When is a treaty not a treaty? ANZUS below

saversl placas in the ANZUS treaty is no

defined. In view of the intimat

between the three m

ments this is something that is well left «

decision from tima to time in the Hght o
changing circumstances.

Daspite the apperent eariier intention that the
treaty should not a to the Asian mainiand
3 Ministerial exchange:
with the US on the applicability of the treaty tc
Australian forces in Malaysia during the com
frontation. These resulted in a secret record o
undersmndin%’:f 17 Octobaer 1983 ... ths
Minister for External Affairs at the time {Si
Garfleid Barwick} in & minute to the Depart
mant commented: :

Wacﬂce, each of the parties to the
US treaty is going to decide whether of
not to take action under the treaty accord:
ing to its own giit of the shuation
g ot Government is of the
opihion that discussion of the weaty'i
meaning I8 almost certasin to narrow its
meaning . .. We will only tend to embar
":i“ each uth.p:oi:e we uz.mmaiﬂwr i:ndpubuc of
private, to ex suc! in the
Government’s view such exploration is
bound ta wesken rather than
the rallance we can place on ANZUS.

in the cese of South Vietnam, a the
e G AT T
ry r8 arose du & meeting
ranking US officials for an ANZUS meeting,
the ANZUS treaty was never invoked &s 8 legal
basis for tha involvement. To sum up, the
axact area of the ANZUS treaty weas ﬁlibern
atety left vague when it was drafted, has never,
besn defined, and could fairy be left to deter-
mination in the light of circumstances at tha
particular time.

Australia’s Chiaf Justice, Sir Garfisld Barwick
was formerly Extamal Affairs Minister: at which
time he wrote a sacret, but highly sceptical
asgessment of tha traaty under which America
guaranteas Australia’s defance. Now, he
presides over the court which must dacide
whsther the document (abova) Is to be published.

‘interventionist’ in purpose. Combined with
phrases in Singapore’s recent history typified by
slogans such as ‘national survival’, the devel-
opment or overdevelopment of such facilities runs
the risk of antagonising the wolf it is intended to
deter. Our own judgment furthermore is that one
strand in Singaporean military thinking coun-
tenances the possibility of making a lodgment in
the Malayan peninsula.

The Australian brief-writer sympathised with a
Malaysia official’s remark that, in this context,
Singapore’s request for jungle-training facil-
ities in Malaysia was as provocative as would be
a Malaysia request to train for street-fighting in
Singapore. Malaysian dislike of the mutual-
defence scheme intensified after the return of
the Tories to power in Britain in 1970, for the
British then decided to station all their remain-
ing forces in Singapore: in the original plan
worked out with Austfalia and New Zealand,
the forces involved would have been split
roughly evenly between Singapore and
Malaysia.
Particularly with the return of the British, who the
Malaysians prabably identify more closely with
Lee Kuan Yew than they identify with Australia
or New Zealand, the Malaysians have shown
some suspicion that ANZUK could become SAN-
ZUK — ie Singapore plus ANZUK. Qne practical
consequence is that it is unrealistic for us any
longer to hope to bring Singapore forces into
Malaysia for training purposes on the ‘coat-tails’
of our own forces . . .

®in the sarly 70s the Australisn Depariment of
External Affairs changed its name to Department of
Foreign Affairs.

Given the facts of Malaysia suspicion of Le
Kuan Yew, the writer of the secret brief sug
gests that attempls to pin both countries into
single pro-Western defensive alliance might &
counter-productive.,

Would we be better by allowing matters to take
bilateral course . . . Do our attempts to bring th
Malaysians and Singaporeans together simpl
open-up areas of friction rather than achjeve

constructive purpose?

Documents on Australian Defence and Foreig
Policy 1968-75 undoubtedly presents a disturk
ing picture of the inner workings of inte:
national politics: undoubtedly the Frase
government will earn gratitude in many othe
capitals if it succeeds in turning its injunctio:
into permanent suppression. A piquant aspec
of the court proceedings is that the Chief Jus
tice of Australia is now the same Sir Garfieli
Barwick who plays a distinguished role in th
early sections of the book as External Affair
minister when he challenged American inte:
prelation of the ANZUS treaty.

THEOSOPHY

THE WISDOM
RELIGION

Theosophy is a restatement of the eternal
truths behind all the world's religions. It is a
comprehensive non-sectarian, non-dogmatic
religious philosophy, incorporating knowledge
of Nature’s inner laws and processes. All seri-
ous religious scholars and aspirants should
have some knowledge of at least its basic
principles.
Write for information to:

THE BLAVATSKY TRUST (B)

P.O. Box 16, London W3 6HS




I PARLIAMENT

The tragicomedy of the Housing Bill

According to constitutional textbooks the
committee system is one of the strengths of
Parliament. Here, the theory goes, MPs
who are expert in the subject can discuss,
in a relatively mon-party way, the details of
legislation and the merits of the proposals.
The reality is rather different. MONICA
FERMAN attended virtually every minute
of the 136 hours which Standing Com-
mittee F spent discussing the Housing Bill
in Committee Room 11. As her report
below shows, the proceedings were a per-
fect example of the pariiamentary theatri-
cals which give the appearance of conflict
and decision making to a system in which
the elected participants have no real role.

STANDING COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS
are a curious thing to follow. Members sit on
opposite sides of the room, separated from the
public only by &2 wooden bar resembling an
altar-rail. They can chat to one another,
exchange pleasantries with lobbyists or the pub-
lic as they wish. Only when a vote approached
did formality prevail in the Housing Com-
mittee. The chairman — Janet Fookes, with red
hair and an extensive range of outfits in green
or blue to match her eye-shadow — called
‘Division’ whereupon ushers in fancy dress
threw open the doors and boomed out ‘Division
in Room 11°. A few moments were allowed for
the whips to collect stragglers and then, in chill-
ing tones, the chairman commanded ‘Lock the
doors,” which were physically barred by the
ushers while the Clerk to the Comumittee called
out the Register and each member answered
Aye or No to his name, The opposition whip —
Joe Dean (Labour, Leeds West) got himself
locked out by accident once. He battered on the
doors during the calling of the Register, and
when they were eventually unlocked, he shot in
like an angry bull, complaining that it was a
‘poor show' when the Chairman allowed the
government whip plenty of time in a Division.

He got nowhere, for the chairman, carefully *

guided in procedure by her committee clerks,
knew that the Chair’s discretion was absolute.

The government sit with civil service advisers
at their left hand, which is rather like starting
with a free kick. Rapid briefings are provided
for them throughout proceedings, and these
make their way to the Front Bench via the Par-
liamemtary Private Secretary or the Whip. Min-
isters vary in the skill with which they can digest
and reproduce the expert information. John
Stanley was good at a prepared brief but,
caught by some tricky questions, seemed
unable to think quickly on his feet and make use
of extra material. He often answered by repeat-
ing the statement again, but louder. This habit
so maddened Gerald Kaufman that he once had
the novel idea of calling for an adjournment of
the Committee until the Minister could answer
the question. He didn’t get it.

Kaufman led the eight Opposition members
of the committee against John Stanley’s eleven
Conservatives. Plaid Cymru had one member
— Dafydd Elis Thomas, who saw fit to vote
with Labour on all issues except one. In a wild
gesture of defiance he voted with the govern-
ment on & small drafting emendment, to assert
his independence. Kaufman said it would debar

him from holding office in a future Labour
government.

KAUFMAN WAS, OF COURSE, the wit and
jester of the Committee. He flirted out-
rageously with the chairman. On 14 February
he opened proceedings by wishing Miss Fookes
‘a happy St Valentine’s Day from all your bash-
ful admirers.’ A few sittings later, when an
amendment was described as ‘a Trojan horsein
the Bill’ he winked and she dimpled delightfully
as he turned to the chair and asked ‘. . .but
WHO is Helen of Troy.’

Committee proceedings were dominated by
the government whip David Waddington Q.C.
who seldom spoke except to raise a Point of
Order or once to make a quip in Greek. He
could produce an absolute majority for the gov-
ernment on every vote so long as he could bring
in members from the corridors, the bars or the
telephone booths. As a division approached
David Waddington would pad swiftly from the
room, like a wild cat stalking its prey, and
return with an Hon. Member just in time for the
vote, only slightly mauled. Once Tristan Garel-
Jones (Con, Watford) went missing com-
pletely. The doors stood unlocked for longer
than usual and Waddington came back empty
handed.

The government just scraped home with a
majority of one and when Garel-Jones
appeared all sunny smiles ten minutes later, he
felt it necessary to kneel by the Whip’s seat and

Tories who knew about
housing were excluded
from the committee

explain, with penitent gestures, why he had not
been found when Mr Waddington had been
wanting. Many a time after that he rushed in at
the last moment, completely unaware of the
clause under debate, or even if he was required
to vote Aye or No. He admitted to the public
gallery that, had it been the Social Security Bill
under discussion that would have been a differ-
ent matter for him. A well-known ‘wet’ on
those matters, he had been greatly relieved to
find he hadn’t been chosen to serve on that

Three of Labour's men on the committea: John Thley (right),
the spokesman for virtually every lobbyist who got near the
committes; Jack Straw {centre) whosa abllity to play Mozart
aged seven proved fittle help when struggling with housing
finance; Gerald Kaufman, leader of the oppasition, wit, jester,
outrageous flirt and always ready with a story of his Ardwick,
Manchester constituancy.

=,

o,

Wyn Roberts, Minister for Wales, slow-maov
and slow-spsaking with the panache of a ste:
roller is watched by the committes chairm
tha savare but aasily flattered Janat Fookes.

Committee next door. No doubt the same lo
that had put Garel-Jones on Housing had a
excluded Brandon Rhys-Williams, Nick Sc
and other government housing-buffs fr
Standing Committee ‘F’.

The most promising expert was John Till
the only member of the Opposition with & L
don consituency, who had the distinction
speaking on behalf of almost every lobby
organisation in the land. As he moved from
London Boroughs’ Association, through St
ter, housing co-operatives and housing assoc
tions, Lo his own constituents of Lambeth ¢
the Campaign for Homosexual Equality
Refuges for Battered Wives, he became a ni
for all tenants. He also had the honour of p
posing the only opposition amendment to
accepted by the government. It was a mil
drafting amendment which gave some joy
didn’t provide a pattern for the future.

Tilley sat next to Jack Straw (Lab., Bla
burn), who seemed to have been seriot
affected by seeing Gerald Kaufman in acti
As the Committee progressed, Jack Stra
jokes became longer and more carefully stag
and his smile began to precede him into
room. He took to flirting with Miss Fookes ¢
had a running gag about the ‘O’ levels he
or had not taken. It was discovered, 4 propo.
a discussion about tenants’ fixtures and fitti
in ‘shorthold’, that Straw had been somett
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Sick and hungry children in the East Timor village of Laga last Nnvem‘wr

Bv Lobert Levey
Globe Stoff

WASHINGTON — For more than four

e 4
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N

1IMor

for—voting- against the resolution were
simple: “We didn't want to upset Indone-
sia."

The State Department stil] maintains a

years, the saffering, starvation and kill- P B pont . o [ )
BORNEO ¥ don't rock the boat” attitude toward
ir I in East Timor has been ﬂomg an (JIH Uf s Ta events in East Timor. Jamos Landbergl
world view. & CELEE WEST deputy dircctor of the Indonesian desk,
Ina hrutal scenario that one ahserver SUMATRA £ D 15 SRIAH said, "State js basically taking the posi-

calls “one of the great and ungoing ctimes
of the century.” the government of Indo-
nes:a has heen tightening its hold on the
obscure island of East Timor, a lormer
Porluguese territory at the eastern end of
the indonestan archipelago, which it in-
vaded Dee, 7, 1975.

The Indoncsians tovk advantige of
chaotic conditions in Fast Timor caused
“by Portugal’s decision earlier in the year
to withdraw from the territory.

The Indonesian armed forces were
heavily equipped with American-made
weapons and aircraft from miliiary aid
that h'ld amounted 1o about $15 million a
year. “Sincc the invasion, aid has incresced
dramatically. A total of about $178 miliion
more in military aid has fiowed to Indo-
nesia from the United Siates in the last
four years.

Althourh the invasion and the use of
the arms for aggressive purposes are bla-
tant violations of internatienal law and

-
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Globa man by Doborah Perugl

US-Indonesia agreements, the US povern-

ment has never publicly condemned the
events. Privately, an authoritative gov-
ernment source called Indonesia’s—action
“a pure power grah,”

In fact, after the invasion, when the
United Nations voted to support East Ti-
mot's right to self-determination, the

United States voted against the resolu-
tion.

Recently, a conscience-stricken US of-
ficial confided anonymously that the_
State Department even ignored internal
recommendations that the United States
at least abstain on the self-determination

tion that what's done is done and now it is
a relief situation.”

Meanwhiis, the death tol] among the
East Timorese through war and famine is
estimated by even the Indonesian ofli-
cials Lo be at least 60,000 to 75,000. Even
US reports place the estimate at ahout
100,004. International human rights activ-
ists think the figure could be as high as
200,000.

There are no reliable population fig-
ures for East Timor, but estimates made
before the Llakegver ranged (rom 500, 0[}0 10
650,000,
~ For3% years, until last July, Indonesia
elnsed East Timor to the outside world
and went about the business of destroying
pockets of armed resistance and bumbing
the peasants out of the hills so they wouid
not be able 1o help maintain the Fretilin
guerrilla movement. Fretilin is the local
political party that has been most domi-
nant in the crusade for independence.

vote. He said this government's motives  TIMOR, Page 40




=
i

T )

« TIMOR

Continued from Page 39

= The East Timorese had been impover-

n . -

ished hill peasants living on an iiland

;Lbou'. the size of Connecticut that is bi-

<ected by a rugged mountain range.

= But today up to 300,000 East Timaorese

save been moved into 130 “reseitieinent

villages” under strict Indonesian control.

. _A report loaked from the US embassy  beeause there was nro other option. When

in Indonesia last September confirmed peopie began dying then others pegan to

fhat “the people are now in these villages _give up.”

and the government of Indcnesia p.ans-,

Ter them to remain there."

- The western haif of the 1sland, West Sporadic fighting continues today in
Timor, was already pari of Indonesia. But remote parts of the island where the re-
Fast Timnr had been a Portuguese terri- maining guerrilia5 of the indeperidence
tory for 400 years. The Portuguese with- movement are still being pursued by reg-
drew in 1975 as part of an overall decolon-  ular Indonesian (orces.
ization policy. Under cotonial rule, the is- The US Congress has wice held hear-
land had remained primitive. There are ings about the unsettling events in East
only 15 miles of pavedgoad in the terri- Timor, but the proceedings were virtually
tory — all in the capital, Dili. ignored by the media.

“The Portuguese didn't leave behind 2~ The Indonesian government has con-
tight bulb when they pulled out,” a US of- sistently opposed any congressional in-
‘,ﬁcia! said. When Portegal withdrew, a quiry into the Eust Timor matter, con-
minor civil War broke our among Fretilin tending that it is an internal iszue. It

{ and two other poliucal parties vying 1o claims that, the sumnmer after the inva-
control the governmment. That is when sion. an Indonesian-appointed council of
Indoiesia stenped in, claiming it was put- local officials voted to “integrate” East
ling down a rebellion that could cause Timer inte Indonesia.
problems for the region. In March 1977, the House subcommit-

That invasion took place just one day tee on Asian and Factfie aifairs looked
after then-President Gerald Ford and into both human rights violations and the

. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger left question ef the use of US equipment by
Jakarta, Indonesia, after a state visit. the Indonesian armed forces during their
¢/ _Little first-hand information found 1ts 1nvasior of East Timar. It was confirmed
way out of East Timor after Indonesia that more than 99 percent of Indonesia's

. closed it off. But last month a sobering ac- arms and aircraft nad been supplied by

. count was offered by Rev. Leoneta Viera the United Siates. .
do Rego, a mission piiest from Portucal  That hearing led to a fact-finding mis-
who has spent 23 years on the island, in- sion in April 1977 by two members of
cluding three vears among the resistance Congress, FEep. William Goodling (R-Pa.)
fighters :n the hills. Fr. Leoneto sur: and then-Rep. Helea Meyner {D-N.J.).
dered to the Indonesians in eariv 1172 They reperted that their visits had been
and, after 17 days of imprisonment and carefully orchestrated by the Indonesian
interrogation, was permitted 10 lewve the military, which refused them permission
country. to have their own independent interpreter

Last month, at a session with New or meet privately with East Timorese peo-
York Times editors, Fr. Leoneto, speaking ple.
through an-interpreter, said things ware  They reported they were unable to in-
normal during 1976, the first year after vestigate reports of atrocities but con-
the invasion, "Apart from the main towns, cluded that conditions did not seem re-
people in the interior weren't aware of the pressive. The East Timor issue dropped
war. People had food commodities almost entirely out of view after that,
aplenty. It was a normal life under not- gvershadowed by the massive problem of
normal circumstances. Problems started starvation developing in” Cambodia.

irtin early 1977. A full-scale bombardment of ~ However, at the second subcommittee
the whole island began. From that point _hearing just six wecks ago, Bruce Ca-

- there emerged death, illncss, despair. meron, foreign affairs lobbyist for the

“The second phase of the bombing was Americans for Democratic Action, testi-

| Jate 1977 ta early 1979, with modern, air-_fied: “The magnitude of suffering 1n East
craft. This was the firebombing phaze of. Timor is shocking. On Nav, 2, the Indone-
the bombing Even up to this time, people sian foreign minister stated that condi-

|
\ {

tion was the resuit of the full scale tneen-
diary bombing. . . W= saw the end com-
ing. Peopie could not plant I personally
witnessed — wiule running to protected
areas, geing from irihe tu tribe — the
greal massacre from bombardment and
people dving from starvation.

“In 1979. people began surrendering

D . P LI, [t | B S

could stsll live, The gerockde and starva-

/
Fr. Leeneto =stimated that 208,000 peo-
ple have died in the last four vears.”

'r!

! tions in East Timor may be worse than
' Biafra or Kampuehea (Cambedial ™
+ Rep. Toin Harkin (D-fowa) has been
\_nne of the few US elected cfficials to
' speak out on East Timer, In direct con-
'{trast to the State Departmert view, he
: 'said at the hearing: *I do not think it rioes
ljustice to the American neenle, or Cos-
" aress, to close our eves 1o what may hove
happened in the psst and e just move
ahead with today. Wa have to assess whis
happened in terms of our invelvement

and whether or not something coutd have

been done about it at an eariier stage”
Edward E. Masters. 15 ambassador tc
Indonesia, testified that, although there

®

- nutrition, ..

are “acute difficuliies of poverty and mal-
. I am confjdent that the gov-
ernment’ of Indonesia, ‘with help from
abroad, is now on the gath which will lead
to a more prospetqus and hapoy fulure for
the people of ‘East Timor.” !
This optinfistie zriew is strongly dis-
puted bv Massachusetts Institute of Tech
nolagy i:miessrr Moo Chomsky, a noted
human righis activist. Chomsky said,
“The aid coming now in driblets 1s unlke-
1v to reach much of he population. Any-
one familiar with the incredible cotrup-
tion of the Indonesian military would not
be surprised. The central fact i that the

Continued on next page
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Fast Timor paying the

Cont'd. from preceding page .

US is directly responsible for bringing-
|ubout a situation quite comparable to the
horror of Cambodia,”

Several informed sbservers believe the
[Indonesian government begen to open
|East Timor to international aid only after
(it felt the pepulation was pacified and re-

sistance was elfectively wiped out, “Jy
suves them the cost of a relief clfort,” said
Arnold Kohen of Ithaca, N.Y, a specialist
in Southeast Asian affairs

Since last June, after the Indonesian

government permitted aid to be brought |
in, the US government has spent about '
L1

_+ Catholic Relief Services has been (h

$38 million on food and medical supplies
for East Timor, mostly routed throuph
Catholie Relie{ Services (CRS). Australia
nas kicked in about $4 million, and $6.7
million has come from the rest of the in-
ternational community.

The relief effort that began last sum-
mer has been questioned because there is
no proof that the food and medical sup-
plies are actually getting through to
starving and ill Timorese people. ]
prime agency involved in the sid plan, ]1
has been eriticized for being 100 close tof
the Indenesian government. For instance, )
contrary to usual procedure for an imerT

national reliel agency, CRS has used mili-\
tary trucks and convoys to aid in distribu-
tion of food. |

There have been charges that some
materials pass from the military onto the
black market,

A group of refugees from East Timor
arriving in Lisbon this week repeated

part of the relief aid.

Ficld officer Frank Carlin is the only
CRS official “on the ground” in East Ti-
mor, He works with a staff of 43 — 50 of
themn East Timorese and the rust Indone-
sian.

Armando Sonagerre, CRS regional di-

rector for Asin and the Pacifie, said last
week that CRS had distiibuted 3000 tons
of food in she last six months and plannad
to distribiite 5900 more,

The International Committee of the
Red Cross (1CRC), which refuses to make

' the same compromises, at {irst was denivd .
charges that the military was embezzling jany aceess to the area and now hag ovly !

/ five staff member: in the field, daoing

mostly medical work. They are restricted
to 13 of tha 150 settiements.

. Despite {irm evidence 1o the couirary,
Indonesian officials have repeatedly

- claimed that all relief services have fice
access in Fast Timor.




