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SUBJECT MEMO No. 7/88

!?ienary'Session”of the UN Special
Commission on Decononisation

»a;Portuguese press o L -
. ~ComissZo para 08 - Dlreltos do Povo Maubere
. {cprM) C
- -The group "Peace is P0351b1e in East Tlmor
Natronallst Convergence delegatlon .

. ] five Portuguese-speaking African countries -Angola,_;f
| Mozambique, . Cabo Verde, Sao Tome & Prlncqxaand uulnea
'lelSS&U) .

On 12 August 1988 the UN Spec1al Comm1551on n Deoolonlsk
ation, meeting in New York, discussed the questlon “of -

East Timor, 21 petltloners and delegates from Portugal,‘
TIndonesia and Guinea Bissau (the latter on behalf of the

1ntervened on the subaect.;;

 $¢Background5‘ .

:“-New York dealt w1th ‘the East Tlmor 1ssue on, 12 August

';atlon‘andflndependence of peoples subgected to colo 1a1¥§

7729859,

TmeSpe01al Comm1351on on Decoionlsatlon meetlng.l

‘ ?The Comm1s51on 1s the. UN s maln body respon31ble?for 3
follow1ng the progress made towards ‘the self-determin-:

(l)gAt,the ftart of each year “the Chalrperson of the:
. Commission - ‘consults the other members as well as
% interested’parties, and. submits’ recommendatior
v b0 sthe ‘Commission as to “work: prlorltles and:

,emethods.ﬂﬁThe Commission. then decldes :which.

beodles

ﬂThe UN Secretary General draws up background in
aj_formatlon documents,. (based.on" datajgathered fro
.. the’ admlnlstratlng powersy . press,and ‘other sourcge
‘;”coverlng recent events affecting "the ‘politicaly
+~constitutional, - ‘economic, 'soclaly’ and reducation
-.al.situation in each of the. terrltorlescto ‘be:

dealt . with by the Commi ssion:™ Member. countri
" take part in the Commission's work: onh the. ter-
- ritories they admlnlstrate and . supply the latest
'1nformatlon. .

(Those requlrlng the text of the background docu-'?
ment on East Timor may send thelr request to
East Timor News)

The governments of states which are not Commlss1on
members may, if they wish, be invited to speak "

(3)
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before the Comm1851on on any agenda item.

(4) The Comm1551on examines a certain number of communications
addressed to it by individuals or organlsatlone, concernlns

the dlfferent terrltorles.

(5} On‘theﬁbas;s of the views of its members the Commission
draws conclusions and formulates recommendations on.

+the territories, which are then submi

tted to the SJeneral

.Assembly. Similarly,'recommendatlons‘are submitted to
-..the Security Council, specialist 1nst1tutlons and other .

lnterested organisations.

+ {6) The.current comp081tlon of the Comm1381on is as follow=:

Afghanistan o Indone51a
Australia _ : S . Irak
Bulgaria R Iran
Checkoslovakia » Yugoslavia
‘Chile . - , | Mali
China L Sierra Leone
Congo " = . . o " 3yria -
- Ivory: Coast o o ~ Tanzanla
~ Cuba 7 : ‘ ’ © Trinidad & Tobago
“ Denmark oo oo o e - Tunisia - - '
-Ethiopia : ' USSR
Fiji - : : . Venezuela
India .- - '

(7) Every year the General Assembly examines the oomm;831on‘?
J report.and recommendations, on which the Assembly 8
‘ _de01elon—mak1ng on decolonisation 1s based.’

‘ For several yeare now the questlon of East Timor has been debated

_- ,at the Decolonisation Commission. In fact
... 1ist of terrltorlee being dealt with by the.

Zast Timor was on the -
Commission even before

'?>l9?5. the year in which Portugal's other colonies (Angola, iulnea
.Bigsau,. Cabo Verde, Sa0 Lome_& Principe, Mozamb1Que) became in-

:fﬂdependent.,_. _
'l d This year the Wast Tlmor queetlon was taken

"*wPetltloners

up by the follow1na.'

iLAndrews Wells,,Hobart East Tlmor Commlttee B
. :Diana QUle. Parllamentarlans for East Tlmor

"?“ffAlexander George:”W01fson College

":biKozaburo Yamada. House of Counclllors of Japan

'fﬁﬁJonathan Head, TAPOL """ N
 “Sidney. Jones, Amnesty Internatlonal

" “Kiyoko Furusawa, Free East Timor Japan Coalition :
 Michael Robert, Associacion de Solidarit avec Timor- Orlental

-.=;'Franc1sco Lucas Pires, Portuguese Euro-MP

Carlos Encarnacﬁo, Portuguese Assembly of the Republic, and
member of the Parliamentary Commission on East Timor
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Elaine Briére, Comit8 de Travail Canada-Asie

Aryeh Neler, Asia satch

Sottomayor Cardia, Portuguese Assembly of the Republic, and
member of the Parliamentary Commission on Fast Timor

Liem Soei Liong, Komitee Indonesie

Anténio Pinto Pereira, CDPM

Rogue Rodrigues, FRETILIK

Mois&s Amaral, UDT

Martin Enda, researcher on East Timor

Ana Nunes, Christian group "Peace is Possible in East Timor"

Patalfsio Finau, Bishop of Tonga, and representlng the Pacific
Conference of Churches ..

Klemens Ludwig, "Pour les Peuples menac&s"

Country delegates

Rui Quartin “antos, Portugal

Lopes Cabral, Guinea Bissau on behalf of the 5 former Portuguese
colonies in Africa

Agus Tarmidzi, Indonesia

(Those wishing details of these statements may send their
request to East Timor News),

2. Comments

a. The interventions throughout the Session were of 'a good quali-
tative level, and the coordination of effort among the 21
petitioners - a number only previously reached in 1986 - was in
evidence.,

b. There was a noticeable change in the quality of the Portuguese
intervention. It did not limit itself to & merely formal and
defensive position, but reaffirmed its commitment to the right
to self-determination and search for a fair solution for the
Fast Timorese people. It listed the support the East Timor
question had gained throughout the year,

¢. The intervention of Guinea Bissau, speaking on behalf of Angola,
Mozambique, Cabo Verde, 5S40 Tome & Principe, was important in ‘
so far as it preceded the celebration of the Non-Aligned Fove-
ment Summit by a few weeks (these countries being members).

d. Indonesia's colonialist practices in East Tlmor were quite
evident at this Session. o

e. It is known that one of Indonesia's aims is to get Fast Timor
taken off the Decolonisation Commission's list of territories,

Lo The fact that this debate made a significant impact prevents

i - any such attempts.

T, The following are the main conclusions reached in a meeting held
on 13th August, attended by the majority of the petitioners:
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(1) This year, the difficulty in receiving information
from the interior was felt to an even greater ex-
tent due to a worsening in East Timor's internal
problems. In the meantime, FRETILIN and UDT are
increasing their efforts to improve communication
channels.

(2) It was felt politically important to get PEf* launched
in different countries. The need to create a perma-
nent seeretariat able to receive and distribute in-
formation was also felt.

(3) The aim for next year should be to get more parlia-
mentarians, from different countries, to take part

as petitioners, and to get the discussion on East
Timor prolonged for further days.

oo(0o

*PET = Parliamentarians for East Timor




