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The following report, prepared for Action for World Development, gives
a detailed account of the attempis made ko reunite Bast Timorese families
geparated by a civil war in, and an Indonesian Government invasion of

Bast Timor in 1978,

The report can be summarised as follows:

STRMASY
East Tiwmorese in Australia have sought, since 1976, to be reunited
in Australia, with their family membeys still in Bas€ Timor.

Pespite an wrgent deadline for nominations of people to come to
RAustralia (April 22nd, 1977), still no reunions have oecurred.

People in Bast Tisor who were nominated to come from Bast Timor, heard
nothing about the process of family reunions from Indonesian officiales until
February 1978, Now, they have been asked, among other things, to sign blank
gheets of paper which they fear will be used to prevent their exit from
Bast Timor, Most believe the Indonesian Government will not permit them to

leave Bast Timor.
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There is considerable svidence that the Indonesian Government has been
"stalling" the process of family reunions. Recent information from
Indonesian Government sources implies that East Timorese in Australia will
ge back te Bast Timor rathey than Timorese coming to Australia - a thought
rejected by almost all Timorese involwved,

The most recent statement from the Australian Government gives no
grounds for optimism that the process of family reunification will actually
take place.

After reading this report, one is, I believe, entitled to ask the following
questions:

1. 1Is the Indonesian Government honestly prepared to allow Bast Timorese
to freely leave Bast Tismor?

. @Given that the Australian Government actually anmounced its de facto
recognition of Indonesia's incorporation; that it is no longer pursuing
requests to the Indonesian Government to allow I.C.R.C. (International
Red Cross) into East Timor (Maneard, Senate, 9/10th June 1978, p. 2001);
and regards “the future progress of family reunion (as an) important
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THE cCONTEXT:
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Accocding to ane scuree, ia late 1975 /early 1976, some Timorese in Austc-
Falia were Lssued wich autharity forms fromthe Australian Immigracian
Pepariment which would permit family members in Timer ta come to Agstc~
ralia withoge being subiect we pormal migracion requlremencs .,

These athoriey forms wers valid antil June 197€. They wers sent by che
Timorese i1n Australia o their relatives in Atambus (West Timor) aad
DLl who ches Fresented then o Indanesian officials, In Arambua, afeer
failing ep FeT aay response from indonesian astharities, some Timarese
dttenptad to contact the Australian embassy ia Jakarea by mail or to get
ta Jakarta sad prssent themselves. These Attempts failed,

In Mustralis, heariag of the failures at che Timor end, Timorese hers
Sttampted to have the June 30 deadline swtended. They were not able to
SChiave this, (28)

AUSTRAUAN/INDONESIAN NEGOTIATIONS pw RE-UNIFICATION

CCTOBER 1976 Whilst Australian Prime Minister Maloolm Fraser was in

Jakarta in October, 1976, the issue of Separated Timor-~
tse families was discussed. The 2i-point Communigque on the Jakarta
talks included a Vague reference po family recnification: -
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NOMIRETIORE RECEIVIED

Fast Timorese responded o the Nac¥ellar statenmeni by nomissiiog 2,668
relatives they wished o be pemmitied to enter Rustralia Ffrom East ThEimor.
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be eligible. It becomes clear fz:mn this thaﬂ: 'ﬂne Apstralian goveTrIm
xs.trea mthecmofﬁastﬁmmmmmmmmmmlhma
‘migration’ exercise rather tham a "refugee” sitmetion. For more details
on this aspect, see Appendix 3 onpageld of this report.

Complaints were made to Mr MacXellar comcerning the time limit for mom-
inations and fears were expressed that detailed information abput pecple
in Fast Timor given to the Australiam govermment by relatives im Anst-

ralia, might be misused. Timorese here felt that if that imformation was
give:e;o mmMﬁmmmm,ﬂnsemlenybew

Pollowing his March 30 statement, Mr MacKellar was asked why there had
to be such a short time for nominatioms to be made:- ‘
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'leouh that an international welfare organisation such as 1.C.R.C.
be invited o PIVise the family reunification progras (24) and that
:‘:ﬁn of the Tisorese Sommunity in Australia go to Bast Timor with
Avstralian issigration team o act as interpreter and ensure that
information i to Indonesian authorities was not misused (2%)
ware re by the Rustealian Jovernment on the grounds that these

Proposals would jecpardise the Australis~Indonesia agreement on famil
reunions. (2¢) . y

MAY 1877 = MAY /978 : NOTHING HAPPENS.

One year after the April 22, 1977 dsadline for nominations, still no
Australian team had been to Bast Tisor; no families had been reunited.
T™is is despite freguent fepor.a during that period that the team's
Visit to Bast Timor was 'imsinont’.

Balow are some esxamples of reports on the imsigration team during that
poriod:
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Sun (melb,) 9.5,.1977

JULY 1977 An Australian aid organisation represontative
met with Immigration officials in Canberra w

Witk regand to the eituation {n Bast Timor, we were
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Mr Ellicott, announced today.

Immigration and Ethnic Affairs
Tt is expected that the procedures accepted by both

sides will enable the processing and movement of the people

involved by Christmas. ‘
Selection interviews for the people opting for family

reunion will begin in about three months, when preliminary

procedures will have been completed., It is expected that
Indonesian and Australian officials will visit Indonesia

(Dili) and Australia for this purpose at about the end of

October.
Other important matters discussed included eligible

nominees, arrangements for selection interviews and financial

and ofther relevant matters.
In general terms arrangements arrived at will be on

a reciprocal basis.
Both delegations emphasized that the talks had been

conducted in an atmosphere of understanding and co-operation,

reflecting the warm and friendly relations between the two

countries.,

is qualified with the term
is meant by 'on a reciprocal basis’

Note that this statement makes no mention of the previous 15 months

negotiations; provides no specific details on who will be eligible;
'it is expected' ; does not explain what

(second last paragraph).

0000000000

Given the experience of the past 15 months, the Australian government's
statement cannot guarantee people will be allowed to leave East Timor.

A recent letter from Mr MacKellar (August 4)
completely sure that an Australian immigration team will visit Dili. (36)

Given the vague wording of the above Press Release, items in the Indo-
nesian Embassy newsletter, and impressions from East Timorese in Dili
that few if any people will be allowed to leave East Timor, there is

still no grounds for optimism that the process of family reun1on will

actually take place.

End.

indicates that he is not
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APPENDIX 3

AUSTRALA P0UCY ON FAIT TINORESE ENTRY WD ASTRALIA
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(1) Introduction

My visit to Portugal, which took place batween 5§
and 235 January, was made at the initiative of nc\u—govemmh
agencies, among them Australian Catholic Reliaef and Commun’ ky
Aid Abroad, who provided funds to meet the coat of my returmn
fare to Lishon. Tha sponsoring organizations asked me to
obtain information on the plight of the Timorese refugee
community in Portugal, and, if possible, sema information
about the humsnitarian situation in East Timor itaelf. My
own special interest was to obtain a claarer picture of what
transpired in East Timor after the Indonesian invasion of
Dili on 7 Decsmber 1975. The fact that nearly all of the
refugees are supporters of UDT, and include soma of that
Party's leaders, seemsd to present an opportunity to conatrucd i
& more balsnced account of the eventa leading to the eivil war
which bhegan in August 1975, of what happened in Indonesian
Timor when tha UDT remmants withdrew there in late Septombar
1975, and of Low and whan the Indonesisn military intervention

began. . -

There are sbout 1,500 Timorese refugess in Portugal,
nearly all of whum were repatriated in several contingants
between July and October of last year. The sssembly poiat for
the refugeas was Atanbua-in Indonesisn Timor whars most of them
had besn concentrated in camps since Septembar 1975. However,

a small number of these refugses had managed last year to get
to Atambua from various parts of East Timor, some of them just
bafore the time of their repatriation. Thua a small number of |
Timorese in Portugal - perhaps no mors than 25 - spent several |
- months under Indonesisn occupation, A few of them had mm
mmmm«sm-, wmmmmmmmmw




comminily in Portugel there are o amr o‘&tmm
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Post oF the Timorese refugeds in Portagel, especially
thove ih the Bsladis Weoionel, near Lisbon, are lLiving ia
deprevsing con@litions., Thay sre crowded intec sisple Mute anld
tentes, although the pre-Fabhriosted Aweliingd now bGeing
constructed should fmprove Weir hovsing conditions, Th wiew
of The pressnce in Portugel o7 some S00,000 refugees hon
other Tormar Portuguess tolonissn, and of the Gupresesd slate
of the sconomy in & country, whivh s experiencing sbout 208
wnenploymant snd sn inlliation rate of 26%, the Duturs holde
l1ittle hope Tor ihe small Tisocese communily, wWhose moubers
sre pariously &issdvantagel in the compeiition Tor Jodbe.
Refugess Tron Angols and Monewbigus are genarally detter
gualifiesd. Aboutl 9% of the Timoiepe wish to tom %o
Australis where more Than & third of thes are B3aif Yo heve
relatives, pobt of whon came to Mustralia as relugess Tron
Timor in August 1975, Apart from the Tenily veunion aapedt,
ware: Ddeller prospecte Tor suployment and resetilemsnt; @ 0
their desire 1o live in a olimete more skin %o het of Timer;
#nd a general wish ® live not very far Trom Timor, withm
view to ro-eslablishing conlect with Triende snd m

mmummmhmmw
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osidad Miaie sames weoe safeTied.  § sade 31 WleaE W Wipae
WA, whom § saeia e § ad gune e Yorhaged gRAvalels e
FHE BoN TepeRtal WAs Awaicalian Gevesameat.  § alee aeughl
¥ Bale 4% slear %o Taeas e gave mumu@m What § was el
FRATOA G Tod eeidence o DabRE SR B 9 @Al BRdenasas.
§ yngantedly Seld Was Toaasess Wl Swattalia eniered gend
sedanhonm Wh U Sedenasia sed Waat. ALIewER WaRE 9F Wa WeAe
sl 20 Whal Bad Baageand v Baat TARAT, wR weTe aquRalie |
Somaesnad Al Wudoimai s sathone Wawkh 305 38 BRETERIeRsR Laks
¥ 0a enan of Saess Tiaoaees e geodmsad Vnlfesmation of &
sRRaR koAl o8 senakihee ik, § segealiedly ssied Vet Vs
WORIA P60 SRREERTRTE WBALT AesuRia, TURAHRISE Vs Wal Vae
- PRARRSN aF WBadT Baing peeRaiisd % @v %o Sealtaalia wsld el
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P Tt rr  e RE S e both said
that the killing in the mountain areas was far more
extensive then it was in Dili. In the mountain areas,
they claimed, whole villages ware wiped out as Indonesian
troops advanced into the interior. I was given an account

of how Indonesiang shot an entire family simply because

they heard that the family had given a ‘chicken to Fretilin
soldiers; of families being shot when Indonesians discovered
a Pretilin flag in their house. According to (EIANRE the |
entire Chinese population of Maubara and Liquica was shot by
the Indonesian troops when they entered these villages.

A Timorese who said he had accompanied--thegIndonesians gsaid
that when the Indonegizn troops captured Remexio and LAideu,
all the Timorese in the village, except children under the
age of three were shot, because wthey were infected with

the seeds of Fretilin®. lﬂlllullbalmo told me that the
Indonesians shot more than 150 men in the tovm of Suai (on
the south coast) because they tried to prevent the Tandonesian
troops from interfering with their women folx.

There were few first hand accounts of the situation
cutside the Balibo/lalisna and Dili areas. One of these weas
from & Timorese vwho said that he was in Baucau when the
Indonesians attacked that town on 10 December 1975. He said
there were few casuslties at first, but that later, the troops
ghot many Chinese. There was, however, according to thin
informant a great deal of looting and raping of girls in Bauceu.
I was also told that fighting in the Bavcau/Los Palos/Viguegue
area had last yeer been very intense, because of effective
operations by Fretilin, | : .

.

A Tinoren s, G R SR S R R s
SRRy Ve o gecount of an incident at

Lanaknan (Lakmaras), a location in Indonesian Timor near the
border. Thie informant said that in June last year he had
driven Cmmagy to this area where Fretilin troops were active.

-




' v
/ The Indonesinna set fire to the dwellings of Eest Timoreae

refugees who were ¢amped there, Yihen the refugees protested
the IndonesisnsYturned their guns: on them., According %o thlis
informant who said he was a witness to this episode, the

troops Bhét, he thought, 2,000 of the Timorese, some on their |
knees, others with their hands raised. The victims, he said, |

included women and children.

A number of refugees gave accounts of events in

Dili at the time of the Indonesian invasion and in the
aftern¥th . “Several of the refugees vwho included both Chinese
and Timorese, had been in Dili at the time of the invasion,
and a few had been there as recently as September/October
last year. One CNUNNNNEIPSSN:] spent two weeks in Dili
in April, while at least two of the refugees had been among
those who were taken to Dili to participate in the ‘act of

‘free choice"

. ‘?‘7‘." s

A number of Timorese gave their accounts of how
Indonesian troops behaved at the time of the invasion,
According to several accounts, on 6 December, the eve of
the invasion, there was a generzl feeling that an Indonesian
attack was imminent, Pretilin forces withdrew behind
Taibesse, towards the mountains. Many people confined
themselves to their houses; but quite a few moved into the e
church of St Antonio which 18 nsar the lighthouse on the
esplanade facing Dili harbour. The latter Was therefore
well placed to observe the Indonesian lendirg, According to
the réfugees account, warahips shelled Dili before daws and
some aircreft straffed the tovm but little damage was
sustained. PFour persons, including two Timorese and two -
Chinese, gave accounts of indiscriminate ¥illing by Indonesfan
troops. Two of those who had sought refuge in the Church told
* mé that the Indonesian paratroops began shoofing dovm peoplc
in the otreets as soon as they landed, which' was shortly efter
davm. One said that several paratroopers drowned beczuse they
landed in the bay instead of on land. One refugee, !ha'ﬂul 1n ¥,
th- Church gave the following account. KNRENT s ey
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AF T.00 sk shie 318 Sle Sav Tadenesiar PRYELIGNES 1
ShEOE & woReR In The FACTEN gavags adjecent fe Phe Ghuseh, and |
NPGe STHEFS Iw Tromt of We o, &) Thongh Wey Red WNelr
Rands Falised. SNe geve The uemee of e of These pesple, MWe
Mlenestan truspes then svdered s)l pesple sear e Dhuselh 6 g
Meide. A¥ .00 sveloen on he Tallowiag Sermisg, Lowever, ohe
EAd STREFE were oFdered By Tudonesiasn scidiers 16 g5 o he
eyt Whers sose ¥T wosen capfives, some (Binese and sowe
Finovese, were deing held, She aid eose of vhe women hed
Miidven and all sFf Whes were cvypisg. e Tndosecians, she
Eaid, e the erying gniildrEn From el sethers and pesaed
hes BaeX e The Srewd. ?‘a@m«@wm@&p.@imwg@, .
WEER The onlsokeyE Beisg srdered By tue TRdonesiane e couns,

e A% B 00 gom. 59 men, both (hsseve and Tiscrese,
werE BrsuSRE ants i wnar?.  Ooe wic RTINS
-umum,@mﬁmm;&m,wm

Wy ane, mﬁﬂmmvnﬂ;mamwmﬂ&sﬁ@én
some %06, veing ordered %o couamt, The vietime were srderesd
ﬁMmW@@sd%ﬁ&fmmw,QSmm
ey wors shet thelir Sodies fell iate e water, Tndewes
WMQMfm@mmmgmmmm ‘
SVERE Thet thepe wes ey further &igs of 1ife. mwmmw
End the women Whe Ned been swecuted esriier, hed pleaded with
ﬁcm,m#mwﬁﬁrM;Mxmﬁﬁc :
umuﬁ«mmwmmmmm R Sl
Bishapts heunse and Tiserese were subsequently crdered %o
rEROVE Thewm, mmmmmmmm |
mmmmmmumm. ,“




Place in'the shop Toke L@x. My ieformant said that the
Indonesiang had become enraged at the sight of an Auetraliam
flag protruding from the third floor of this building, They
went wp and shot all of the Chinmese men im the apariment which
housed 20 refugees, On the day after the abttack, there were
dead bodies everywhere im the stveets of Dili, imcluding many
women znd some childrenm, A6 least twe of the refugees in
Portugal eaid:they were among those ordered by Indonesian
33‘00}‘8 t0o help remove the bedies,

According to one informant many Rimorese were shod
in the Taibesse area when the Indonesians shot the entire
fanilies of houses whichk digplayed Fretilim flage, Othere
2aid that near the Airport the Indonesiang had killed many
people by imply throwing hand-grenades into houses. ENIR
& sentioned a figure of 60 persens who died thie way.

W D G R

According %o ~n wasg m@ Chinese who
suffered during the firet days after the invasion, On the
firet dazy alone, he gaid that he had been told tsha’& ae many
a2 500 Chinege had been killed by Indonesian ”Emapa-b In addition

%0  the wharf area and military police headquarters, groups

of people were deliberately shot, according to informants,

at Villaverde, near Sang Tai Hoe, Santa Cruz, near the shop

of Lay Ju Man, hear the former Australian Cénsulate, (where
some purses were reported to have beem shot), outside the
house of Jodd de Martires, a former Dirvecior of Customs, ab
Military Poliece Headguartere and near the former International

Red Crose Haa@quamem. .

The refugees all claimed that Indonesian soldiers
looted extensively from the firet daye of the invasion, '
Shortly after the landing at Dili, according to several AN
informante, moet of the towns people were ordered by the

soldiers to go to a location mear the airport, M o e
returned their houses had been thoroughly ransa din
some cagee tm were mhtm mw‘ m. radios, it e

b
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of furniture, cutlery, even windows were taken to ships in

the harbour and later away from Timor. Most of the cars

left in Dili were taken on board ships by Indonesian“suldiers.
Nost of the tractors in the "Bt “aren, ‘according to T e
idformants, were taken away. SINEEECEERRIGE-
Churches and tha Seminary were also looted, and their bdooks
burnt.

*
»

According to the refugees some killing continued

" in the Dili area until the end of February. However, the
place of execution was said to have been moved from the
wharf to Tasitalo, & location near the sirport. According
to one informant, as recently as 17 August last year a
number of people were killed for refusing to participate
in an Indomesian Independence Day demonstration. An
informent said she knew at laast three of the victima:

. they included a Chinese wnmESilSNNEEBERREN, whom she knew well,

According to an account betwean March and April 1976, a
namber of Indbnesians, in particular several officers,
attempted to improve relations with the local population,
but, according to this informant, their efforts were always
thwarted by the continuing looting and raping by Indonesian
soldiers. I was told that it was common for Indonesian
soldiers to round up young girls in trucks and rape them.
It was also alleged that a special intelligence unit
operating on the top floor of the Tropical Hotel ragul&fly A
resorted to tortwwe to obtain information about Fretilin,
The officer in charge of this "interrogation unit" was Major
Yusman, who worked to the Senior Intelligence Officer in
East Timor, Colonel Sinaga, a man who is reportedly disliked
and feared. One woman informant said she knew two women who
had been tortured in BN YIS obtain information about ;
Fretilin. She said (GRS oo d GHNERSRNNDES vore »
stripped neked, end their breasts were burnt with cigarettes.

- She said that electrical instruments were also used on their

~ bodies, : |

’

-

-
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I was $old that =fier dpril Bili wes relasSively
i “m thet wher be frevellsd fron MIL to TR
h_uhu&m%‘hi}.z jamg wes secompmsisd o
three srapured vehisles md 2 towcilosd of soldisrs, ey
were fired on dwrisg their jonrwer sod fhe Txdomesdas
Soldiers fesivted fhst they vould zesd o returs elfore
migetfall., Othongs DIli was reletively cslm after fgril,
refugees sgoike of 2 grovizg food shorisgs. L womnsr o
IefE DEDE iw SegpfemBer, s=if thet relztiors Jetwees fhe
her degmrimre. She said thet 1ittls ool wes il=5ls S
e ke gpecgle owiside the city. e esid thet it wes
egias wher it could 3o promured. The Tumress could oy
me Dotking. mﬂ@smmmwmm
mmmwmﬁ)mmmym
bad mo novey s puechese fe uods offered by thess shogps.

am sititufe of srrogact he=tility to the lorzsl pogulsiios, Nie
Timerese vere ssnzlly forced fo staud o sttectiov vhes Salking
to erdiinsry Iniovesise soldiers. Am*&nhmmu
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The refugees said that the senior Indonesian
officer in Dili was Brigadier Genersal Dading, who wase
described as "Panglima® or Commsnder of the Military
Forces in East Timor. However the overal) Commander was
Major GCeneral Hoerdani, whom, a UD? lealer told me, usually
lived at Kupang. Other senior officers in Dili were Colonel

L 2"
RSt rag T andmdi s Anton Paps laya, vho was a senior intelligence

officer. GCeneral Dading lived in a Momse in the Farol-area,
witich was formgrly used by the Mayor, All the houses in the
Farcl area, which had previously been occupied by officials,
werd ®aid 46V8# occupied by troops. On the occasions when

U.H. or foreign delegations visited Riki; the trocps.wgg%'
sant out of Dili or dressed in civilian clothes, Both the
Military Commander and the Provincial Govermment of Araujo

had their offices in the Administrative Pzlace. The Timorese
provisional officials, however, had little power, for Timor
was dominated by the military at every level of administration.

Several refugees told me that the Indonesians had
established a war cemetary in a square opposite the wharf,
IRRETIT TR there were more than 600 graves in the
cemetary, but that there were other cemetaries at Haliang,
Ainaro, Baucau and Batugade. 1In Maliena he saw the grave of

a Brigadier-Cereral, A Tirorese N EENERCRINSIIRNEEOD
S R R RS SRR 25 that in Dili %4

there were almost 1000 Indonesian graves and that one of the
dead was a Lieutenant Colonel. According to these accounts,
more than 2000, perhaps more than 5000 Indonesian soldiers '
have died in the fighting in East Timor. I was told that
Fretilin resistance (and many former UDT and even Apodeti
members were said to have joined Pretilin after the invasion)
was so effective that Indonesian control did not extend more
than a few miles beyond the main towns. The extensive and
indiscriminate killing had alienateﬁaﬁhﬂﬁnﬂnulatlan, giving
Fretilin wide popular support. :




I acked the leaders of the refugee community
whether it was conceivable that 100,000 people have been
killed in Bast Timor. All said that this figure was credible,
because of the widespread killing in the mountaings, and
because of 1he extensive bombing (I was told that in recentg
months napalm was used). Many people had left the main tovme
and villages and were now in the mountaine, in areas more or
less vnder Fretilin control. The Timorese HEEEEIRESERIENNTIY
TRRrmseEyEDTnestg coid that there were, in Seplember,
about 30,000 Indonesian soldiers in East Timor. The latest
information related to the situation in Timor in November.

A Chinese, who had left Dili at thet time (EEDNIEIEER
sl c-id that with the coming of the wet
season the security situation had deteriorated. Food in :
Dili was very scarce because supplies could not be obtained

from the producing areas,

Information Concerning Australizn Journaliste Xilled

or Missing in Ezst Timor

A number of Timorese offered information about the
Balibo incident and the fate of Roger East...lhey jincluded
@B lezders and Timorese who claimed that they had been in
Balibo on the day of the attack, during which -the Tive
Australian journalists were killed, that 13, on Thursday
16 October, 1975.° Others had spent some time there.afler
the incident and offered second-hand information about how
the journalists were killed, I should emphasise zgazin that
it V@8 not my intention to undertake an independent enguiry
ints the death of the journalists, but, as I was in Timor
at the time of "the Balibo incident and knew something of the
background to it, it seemed appropriate that'Iahoulﬁ collect

this information. . S

| ) DS, 1cader said that the attggﬁ on Balibo
and Maliana on 16 October 1975 was the first major Indonesian
military intervention in Timor, although earliier, on 6 October,
they had attacked Batugade and forced Pretilin troops to o
retire to B2libo, Hz said that the attack on Balibo and
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Nal ianFEFESnsn tewano ,
command of Col W i"a'*“ﬁﬂdﬁperg;ion under the
| clonel Dadgngaflat Rrwigonoted Brigadier-G aner:;l)‘;

The 3 N 0
attack on Balibo itself wes under the command of a

Najor Leo or.Leos. A few Timorese — between 0 sk 60 L.

:inze:i:if ;Wlth ;the Ilffnasj:ans, bu"t their role was confined
aateauitesy ‘Mmﬁ*@g@,‘wom:w Goncalves,

who for several months previously hsd been an Apodeti leader

in Indonesian: Timor. This informsnt said thet he himself aid

not go to Balibo at that time, but that according to

information he received from those of his men who went with

the Indonesians, the account given by Martins was generally

accurate. m&mw\at‘wgt;mof the journalists were

deliberately shoi by Indonesian troops. He also said thet

the Indonesians had propped two of the bodies behind a machine-

gun and had photographed it, with the aim of usi n.g.f the

photograph as evidence that the journalists had been fighting

on the side of Fretilin. He said that although he was not a

witneSEFPRRiis. he had subseguently scen the photograph;

he had been t0ld later that Bakin (the Indonesian inte&?ii%ﬁce

coordinating body) had decided ageinst making use of it. This

informant end two other refugees (including a priest) separately

told me that JoZb Tavares, a former UDT leader who threw in his

lot WEOR thHeRItionesians and is now Bupati of Maliana) was in

Balibo at about the time the journalists were killed and took =a

watch from one of the dead journaligts and a camera from another

body. A Timorese, EIETREENREEREESTETENERTT L
AnsEsurinresvesiapneee said that he was in the village some time

after the killing. He said he saw the bodies of persons he
believed to be the journzlists in the house of L&y F’ah Niz?x?g.
Afterwards the bodies were cerried to another house and burnt.

Fropan
He also said that EENESIEROSSEY .2 gone into Bafi‘bo with ®
’Pgl’wn( :s AN

DOMESIAN
Sibscsimndenasionaeen. cow one journalist killed by en Indonesian

soldier whose first nzme he thought was Gabriel. GESEEREISIUTE
GEENY had said that two of the journalists were killed inside

the house and others outside.

b
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PE—— T
| of ths He said thet although

about the killing of the journgliasts, ‘
he was no# there st the time of the attack on Balibg 16 wis

common knowledge that the journalists were killed in the house
of Lay FehNhang, Jousmussuiingasmbimes sy . vas ab
Balibe when some Australisn diplowets visited the town %9
investigate the killing of the journslists, He said thal
Indonesians opderad the Timoress away from the centwe of the
village. Indenesian troops were dressed in civilian clokhes,
aceording te this account, snd it was they who met the
Australisn diplomats, QEESORRNNEIC IIETREN ot be
himself was instructsd by the Indonesians not to spproach or
speak te the Austwslians, Whn only Timorese te talk to the
Australians, he said, was 3938 Pavares, nnw,ggag_g of ihe
Mzglisgna disteict, He said that the Jiplomats were taksn
Bot to the house where the journalists were killed hut 6o
snother house, the howes of Lay Cem Whang, .
<P olso menbioned that Jdso Tavares had ab the time of
the ineident taken some items, including & welch and g camers

from the bediss of the journalists,

Another Pigorese informed me that GENENG—GEY i
sccompanied the Indonesians during their atiack on Balike.
He a6 thel EESSUNSSENS hod told him that he had seen ons
j@ma.}.mt on the ground euiside the hovse and twe others
with their hands reised, According to this Rimerese his...
SNy told him that he sew these two journsglists Mtp
- RPEKAD troops, Ammsm»mamm

SaEC RN mmnammnm
Mmmmwum mmm
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While he was in the -

- 16,
Pe: P * S . il *
Wotihded Aistvalian, " Tetensaion Seidior shos the

mma ﬁwgy aﬁé Pwaga. |

A Pupther serap of information eame from M
| whe said that he went te Balibe
with Pemas Ooncalves and saw the bodies of the jourvnal ists,
’M\iﬁﬁ, W that ’5133; Wers in front af the house of Lay Fah Hheag,
He paid he was net aliowed o appraash the bodies,

Theve was enly one reference to Hoges Hast
who i bBelieved te have been in Dili en 7 December 1974,
A Timorvese leader told me that altheugh he had ne fivrsd
 hand infermation about what had happened Yo Past, he had
8eein his passpoari, tegether with some sheets of paper with

nhtos gha% @ parabroop landing, sorSrmmSEmR———————

¢ My iafermant
said that the effieisl told kma that Indenssian treops had
ghot Basgt and some Timevese in an gpartment in Dili belween
the Bperting Olub and the BNU (Phe Overseas Natienal Hank)
on T or B December 1975,

fungluelc

An analyeis of the informatien I eollseted from the
Timoress vefugess in Portugel adds eonsiderable substance te
the sketehy veports, whieh have been yeeeived in Australia
during the past tweive months feom Indenesian, Pimoreses A
Ghinese and Fretilin sourses, that the Indenssian militapy =
selsure of Hast Timor has been a bleody eperation, in which
atrocities of a disturbing nature, have heen committed againsy
the eivilign pepulation, Indeed, these seesuntd of Mmau'l
hehaviour in Hast fimor, Suggest that the plight of thess puﬂ.a y
wight well eonstitute, relatively mﬂtmg the m serious e
of eontravention of human righte faeing e mu ay tnl‘i
 Heports that ene sixth of the Wim may have bes
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, w Anat ¥t Leadt Some of the jowpnalists way have m s
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WAL od @eXidevatoly Wy Indonseian aoldievs. Papee WOOOWILI,
Thoath Ty Ho Merat vonclusive, are on the Whola ﬁ’mim

®ad Thoy seam Yo opan WP hew wvenuss of NGy The m&ﬁm
soTounlS Boam oontlusive in dhe respeoty At iUe BETOLY mm
toivable thet the atiack on Palibe was shaer Than an Inao |
e Titery operstisn, in whnich Dimerese participation wes Wﬁ.l
sad of the nor=gombaiant Yind, Thot ‘the responsidbility Pfor ﬁa
couseyuencies of this operation rest®with tha Infonesian |
G tary command in Timor world thus Sesm hoyond doubi.

This Teport it Ly no means za exhavstive stuldy of the
infermation mvailable from among the Timorese rofugee conmanity
in Portugsl. Pacters of time mmd &istavce prevented me ®won
weeting wany Timorese who may be able to cowbribute to mwr
knowledme of mm of This Mz nhmtiﬂms g
Infdeed, in the interasts TURTY, T o omit mw? H i .‘
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