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Gangs of hooded men In
black have begun (O lerrorize
the peuple of East Timor. The
“ninja’ gangs are unplicated o
attacks on civilians, abducuons,
and general inumidation. In
early February. they were ac-
uve mainly in the streets of Dili,
the capital of East Timor. Later
in the month, they transferred
their reign of terror Lo the coun-
tryside and outlying towns. A
Timorese member of the Indo-
nesian parhiament, Manucl
Carrascalao, admutted that 5,000
farmers have fled their fields for
fear of the ninjas, raising the
danger of imminent famine.
According to military au-
thorities, the ninjas are pro-un-
dependence activists. In reality,
their attacks are directed agains!
those Timorese who are work-
ing most actively for indepen-
dence in Indonesian-occupied
areas, It seems certain that the
ninja death squads are armed
and directed by military authori-
Lies. One ninja leader received
personal support from Colonel
Prabowo (the son-in-law of In-
donesian President Suhano) al-
ler being arrested.
Al the APEC sumunit last
November in Jakarta, the Indo-

nesian capital, East Timorese
seized the international spotlight
with a senes of high-profile dem-
onstrations for human rights and
sell-determination, both in East
Tunor and in Jakarta. Since then,
pro-independence demonstrations
have been a f[ixture, despite the
ruthless counter-attacks launched
by Indonesian soldiers on un-
armed crowds. Between ten and
20 civilians were murdered by sol-
diers in Baucau on New Year's
Eve. Six may have been killed in
Taibese, Dili, on Jan. 6. -
Indonesia, and President Su-
harto personally, was embarrassed
by the protests in a territory that
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1s supposed (o be “integrated.”
This, the Timorese resistance be-
lieves, 1s the real reason lor the
ninja attacks.

International pressure is bring-
ing much of this to light. In one
recent incident, the army was
forced (o admit that it had Kiled
six civilians in Liquiga, east of Dili.
on Jan. 12. But “the Liqui¢a mas-
sacre is not an isolated event re-
quiring particular attention,” said
the CNRM resistance umbrella. "It
1s merely another expression of
the prevalent aggression and re-
taliation by (the armed forces)
against the East Tunorese popula-
tion, which has always been per-
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ceived by the occupving militan
lorces as an enemy Lo be crushed

‘The continuously deteriorat-
INg situdation n East Timor. and
according to recent rumours. the
possible total closure of the terri-
lory to foreigners, makes the pres-
ence ol an imparual UN observer
presence in East Tunor a matter of
extreme urgency, CNRM said.

Supporters are asked o write
to the UN and theur government
asking for United Nauons moni-
tors to be sent in as a matter of
urgency. Letters can be sent Lo:

André Ouellet, Minister of For-
eign Alfairs. House of Commons,
Ottawa Ont. K1A 0AG, Fax 613-
995-99206.

Please send copies to Oppo-
sition leader Lucien Bouchard at
the same address (Fax 613-954-
21210 to Svend Robwnson MP (lor
Parhamentarians for East Timor.
Fax 013-992-5501). to vour own
MP. and to ETAN. (We can also
tell vou swho your MP is.)

Toronto, MSS 2T1 (416) 531-5850

= =

Death squads loosed on Timor

Please also write 10 1IN Sec

retary |"';HIHI":' i’.i:t]lln*'-.-f'rh;qh
(Linited Nanon Viaza New
York N3 | IS A b &1 2-90HA-
1%/9) and | g Comrni

noner lor Human Riughts José
Avala (UUN Human Rights Cen-
ire. Palais des Nations Geneva ’l
switzerland, Fax 011-41-22-917
0092 or 011-41-22-917-1234)
Again, copies Lo | N will help

L
A
in lobbying

MPs speak out

On FFeb. 27. Montreal MP
Warren Allmand (Liberal—Notre
Dame de Grace) read a state-
ment in the House of Commons
signed bv more than 25 MPs
representing four of the five par-
ties in parhiament. “1995 marks
the 20th anniversarv of the ille-
gal occupation of East Timor by
Indonesia © the

Rape, forced
forced labour, mass executions

statement s3icl
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and torure are just some of the
atrocities that General Suhano's
regime has systematically per-
petrated in East Timor.”

The Parliamentarians for
East Timor statement was
signed, among others, by half
the Bloc Québécois caucus, NDP
leader Audrey McLaughlin and
her entire caucus, both Conser-
vative MPs, and several Liber-
als, including Allmand. Maria
Minna, John English and Eu-
gene Bellemare. The MPs asked
the Canadian government to
push lor a strong resoluton at
the UN Commission on Human
Rights. now holding its annual
meeting in Geneva,

ETAN National
Conference
March 18-19, Ottawa
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March 23
Isabel Galbos speaks on

Women in East Timor,
in Toronto (Location
TRA - dates also

planned in other cities)

Call (416) 531-5850




