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The Inside  Story 
l•' f� B/MA R 9 t'1 .. 6 

Operasi Tuntas on the rampage 

Tlze capti,rt- (>J "¥li,1,111,1 c,, sinll<J ►t •a,\ a 111,ijrJr ,i i111 cJ/ the prt•sent lnd<>11esian milittiry Of>eratfon in E�s t
Tint< r. But Operasi Tunta ( Tllor<>t,gl1g(>i11g r>r C<1n,1>lete) has ,�ot _yet reach�d 1 t.s cl1111ax. With
,,nprecedent "ti /t'r<J('tl)' Tii,z <Jre ,e i;z,erillas art' l>eing }1 1,nted d<J"'n 1n t}ze t11<>unLatns and hur1dreds lJ[
arre t l,a, ve tliken pl(ll'e i11 tl1c t<>v. 1ns, 

Operas, Tun/as , t he code name  for t he presen t  m i l i tary
operat ion , '"'as origina l l y  to have been ca l led Operasi Naga
.iterah (Operat ion ReJ Dragon ) hu t  m i l i tary commander
Brig.General Theo Syafc i  real ised that thi sounded too
ferocious and settled for the m i lder-sound ing name . As a
military operation , Operasi Jun/as has ne\\' e lemen ts \\' J th
a new thrust . The ma in diff ere nee is  that i t  reasserts the
security approach a the army 's strategy ,,vhi le the key
thrust is to crush the c landest ine movement .

''T"·o-faced II Tim�rese 
The clandestine movement has usua l l y  been taken as
meaning the young act ivists who created organisa t ions l ike
Renetil. Fitun, and 01et1l . These organisa t ions were pr imar
ily responsible for the ant i- Indonesia actions in Dil i  and
Baucau. The Santa Cruz procession of 12 November 1 99 1
was large ly  organ ised by the youth .  But Operasi Tuntas has
gone further than just hunting down and arresting the youth .
Several months ago , Syafe i  and Governor Abi l io Osorio
Soares issued a warning to the so-cal led two-faced
Timorese, people who work wi thin the Indonesian system
while be ing involved in cJandestine work for independence . 
Syafei and Soares are both wel l  aware of the rea l i t ies in
East Timor and know that these 'two-faced' people are the
bottom line . It is not enough to wipe ou t t he armed res i s
tance and des.troy the c landest ine yo u th  organ isat ions ;  any
operation to hrcak the hack of  the rcs i �t ancc mu st a l �o
'c leanse ' the [ ndones ian adm in 1 s t r a t 1vc  appa ra t us i n  Eas t
T1mor . 

ome of the def endauts in the trials held in Dil i l ast year
v.'ere civil servants. The l atest waves of arrests show that
one major a im of Operast Tuntas is to break up the clan
destine network within the administra t ion. Most detain ees
named in recent Amnesty Internat ional urgent act ions are
civil servants. 

Indonesian press reports since Xanana 's a rrest reveal the
extent of  this clandest ine network .  Xanana's visits from the
mountains to Dil i  were partly  organised by Timorese
work ing in the administra t ion, inc luding a vil lage head .
Xanana's arrest took pl ace in  the house of pol ice first
corporal Agusto Pe reira, ano ther ' loyal '  Timoresc . Indepen
dent sources in East Timor say that s ix  of the thirteen
hupatts are suspected of compl icity . It is c lear that Xanana's
arrc t was not the re�u l t  of bet raya l  bu t resul ted from a
m ss ive hunt by the anny last November. They discovered
Xanana·s whereabou ts afte r infl ict ing the most horrific
tortu re on de ta inees who they thought cou ld inform on
Xanana One of those captu red a few days hcfore Xanana
was f ( und hroke down and revea led h is  whcreahouts after
J I  h1 1ngcr-nads and toe -na i l �  had hccn pu l led ou t ,  h i s
r Jash d and hoth h i :,;  arms broken .

The security approach 
Since January 1 992, when Sya fe r  was appoin ted .mi l i tary
commander, much has changed in  East 1 imor. H is prede 
cessor Brig. General Warouw favoured the prospcr1-IJ 

approach , trying to convince the T1n1or�sc to accept
integrat ion . The security approach 01 ' Jperlls t  Tun tu <' 

regards every Timorese as a suspect

Low intens ity conflict 
Cen tral to the st rategy cu rrent ly  be ing employed is an
at tempt to thoroughly demoral ise the people of East T1mor,
so as to dest roy t he i r  wi l l  to oppose integrat ion . In Central
i\.meri ca th is coun ter - insurgency s1rategy is known as low
intens i ty  confl ict , tota l  war agains• the e nt ire popu )ati'1n . I t
uses many methods, extrajud iciaJ kil l ings to terrify the
popu lat ion , mass arrests and psychologica l  warfare through
the med ia to spread l ies and demoral ise the people 

A key element in the campaign is the staging of ' loyalty
ceremonies ' .  { See separate item ] It is noteworthy that an old
Timar hand has reappeared on the scene, Colonel Willem
da Costa , now Territorial As.5istant for KOIAKOPS, the
speciaJ military con1mand for East Timor. Da Costa was a
crucial figure in the early e ighties in resettl ing the Ti.morese
popu lation in camps. Captured mil itary documents in 19  3
reveal ed the Indonesian military strategy ; several of the
documents were signed by then Lt . Col onel  Willem da
Costa. The mil itary reshuffle after the Sanla Cruz bloodbath
brought him back to Dil i .  Da Costa feels obviously more at
at home in war-like East Timor than in quiet Java .  

Throughout the current operat ions, 'surrender' is the key
word . Once an entire nat ion has 'su rrendered ' ,  what more is
there to ta lk about? This is why Indonesia was o inflexible
at the UN-sponsored talks on 17  December. The de lay of
four  months t ill the next round of talks shou ld  give the
army the t ime it needs to end . once and for aJ l ,  any rem 
nants of East Timorese resistance . 

The ceremonies of surrender  are intended to demoralise 
the popu lat ion while propaganda in the press is also part of
the psy-war. Xanana Gusmao, very much respected by the
Timorese ,  is portrayed as a criminal ,  a rapist, an alcohol ic
and a big-money spender. The te levised 'interview' of
Xanana, accepting al l  the blame and urging the Tunorese to
cooperate with the Indonesians, was shown over and over
again in the vil lages and viJJ agers were compelled to look
at their 'defeated ' leader.

continued on page 2
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th1u I 111, I th torth om1ng tnal o ' 11,tn
· 0·1 Then 1 oth r t �• ·r in1oresc rre�ted in t l 

d th ir >n the f iurth Gcncv,, on cntion of
t icallv v.·ith re art! to the legal �pert of the 
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r ll th I th re arc certain non-derogahle human
n�h� \\ h1ch ppcar 1n the niver �I Decla_ration on Human
R.Jgh n<l are part of customary mtematJonaJ. I v.·. Under
int rnationaJ hum nitarian Jaw and under mtcmattonal
human right la"'· every East Timorese is entitled to due 
procc nd fair trial right . 

"We have received reports concemmg the arrest and 
d tention f Xanana Gusmao on 20 November 1992 and of 
manv other East Timorese both before and after his arrest, 

" . 
a dct 1led in Amnesty [nternational's urgent achons nos. 
66 and 367/9:. The reports strongly uggest that lndonesia 

ha_ v10Jated the fllHowing rights: 

·· 1 Tht: right not lo be arrested under any legal provision
introduced by f ndonesia which does not comply with

,;.\rticJes 64 and 65 of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 
1949, and not to he removed from the territory of East 
Timor. Indonesia's Anti-Subversion Jaw under which, we 
under tand, he 1s being held, is not es.sential to enable 
Indone 1a to fulfil its obligations under the Convention.•) 

"�. The right to he promptly informed, in writing, in a 
Janguage which he under tands, of the particulars of the 
charges preferred against him. 

"3. The right 
(a) not to be ubjected to physical or moral coercion, in

particular to obtain inf orrnation from him or from third 
parties; and not to he subjected to any measure of such a 
character as to cause physical suffering, including torture 
..ind an� other measures of hrutality \Vhether applied b 

,.ontinuation from page 1

The dissolution of KO I.AKOPS 
KolakoJ>S 1s the special military structure for East Timor. It 
1:-. J special operations command, unlike command struc
tures anywhere else, de igned for a region still in a state of 
\\'ar. It has powers to deploy fresh troops from all over 
lndone ia at a moment's notice Last year S 1afei announced 
that Kolakops would he dissoived in September, then he 
postponed it till the end of the year Now it has again been 
put hack, this time to March 1993. The huge operation 
under way sugge t that the army hopes to be ab)e to 
dishand Kolakops before Suharto' appointment for a si.xth 
term a president. The date fixed for the next talk.._(;, between 
Indonesia and Portugal aJso fits in with this timetable. 

The v.·ho]e discussion about disbanding the special 
military structure is largely a sham. [n today's Indonesian 
n11htary tructure, the Korcrns - the regional n1ilitary 
Cl)mman<l tructure - have been greatly enhanced because, 
,n addition to being territorial commands, they also include 
con1hat troops. Hence Ea t Timor \Vill remain a special 
tcrnh ry for the army regardless of whether Kolakops

nt1nucs to c. ist. [n the pre ent style of military operation 
- tcrrori. ing the population - the presence of combat troops
1 le s ncces� ary. A large number of troops are there simply
to have presence in the villages. One Timorese claims that
cv · 1more e f amiJ i 'protected' by two lndonesian

!(hers Recent visitors to East Timor conftrm the vast
numb r of trl >ps in every town, village or hamJet. 
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pre. ented on te ev1s1on, . il are being held ho ge Moreover inembcrs of his faro y . and bjcdcd t �onlrary to Article 34 of the Convention, su o 

inhum n and degrading treatment.

.. 4. 'The right to all necessary rights and means of dcfmce,

in particular: 
(a) The right to present evidence nca:s,ary to

defence and call wit� and
(b) The right to be �mted by a quaJ1ftttf �le or

counsel of his own choice, who shall �- �le to
freely and shall enjoy the neccs.sary facil1t1� for pr�g
the defence. Mr Gusmao has been held UlC(\mm11Dic.ado
ince his arrest. 
"Given the breaches of the above rights, we demand_ the

immediate release of Mr Gusmao and all other detained 
East Timorese. Such breaches make it im�ible for any 
of the individuals detained lo receive a fair trial. Therefore 
any such trials will be unlawful. 

"We ask you to use you good offices to make it plain lo 
[ndonesia that these matters constitute grave breaches of 
[ndonesia's international obligations, and that the individuals 
responsible for them have corresponding international 
criminal liability." 

•) The likelihood that the Anti-Subversion Law will not be 
used against Xanana does not negate this argument: What
ever law is used, it will be lndonesian law and this is 
probably unJawfuJ because the existing (ie. pre-invasion, 
Portuguese) laws are supposed to remain in place and may 
only be repeaJed or added to in limited ciTcumstances. 
Moreover any new laws must be properly promulgated and 
made available to the general public in their own language. 

)} 

Whether Syafei can achieve his mission is another matter; 
even [ndonesian press reports suggest that East Timorese 
resIStance is still widespread. To achieve their aim, thearmy would need to wipe out practicalJy the entire population. The arrest of Xanana Gusmao and the way he hasbeen manipulated is a heavy blow for the Timoresc butthere is no sign of the collapse of the resistance.

In many ways the situation in East Timor can be compared with the late seventies and early eighties. Armypractices, in particular after the arrest of Xanana, can onlyexacerbate anti-Indonesia feelings. The amnesty offer topeople who surrender is not a serious gesture. It is a repeatof Suharto's amnesty in 1977. Many who surrendered thenwere incarcerated or extrajudiciaJly executed. The Timoresehaven't forgotten that gruesome period.
Since 1975, the Timorese have experienced many phasesof lndonesian rule, always developing new ways to overcome their oppressors. The present wave of terror under

Operasi Tuntas is possibly the most difficult period of allfor the Timorese, but their will to overcome and to resist issure to prevail. 
T APO L *
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J lood-dr1nking oath 
/ i 1 lf ' l 11 : > l, ·111 t1r 1/i.\ <, tJz ,• 11<Jp11/,, ti<"Jn i11 1}1 , ,1·<ik<' c >f Xa11<,11a 's ('apture, /11tlt 11 s,an tf()()f>' tn

1 < J J t '  i E . t 11 1 < Ii i , · ' c 1111 II £1 l1 1,11dr tl.s /tJ ,\»'t'tlr all ·gi,,,1 ( e in l>l(X)tl-<lrinkin -, c '>r m<Jnt s. Arm
I 1 1  1 ii 1, t J, i,n t, < J · nj 11rre111l< r �  ,r<' ,t;r<>t111,II ·s. TJ, [l>rc·, ,s (Jf ,,c 1,p,1tit)1r t,1,•c1nt f<J cor1v1n W<)r/d
1 z 1 1  ,, tl1at tl1 < f 11 tir 1 / r>1,ul 1ti<111 h11s tJI> 111(l<>IJ (•,l it <>fJ/1t>sitit>1i trJ Jnd<>11e.\ it111 rz,le. 

I ogu 11 rr nd(: r · 
Fr1Hn l 1 t  nv ·tnhe r  hi in id-Dt·cc n1h r ,  \\'hen t he lJN-
f nn�orc lj t lie on L l ·r 1n1or took pJar 1n N w i' ork , 

the r \\ re  m. n 1 m . -, nspircu 1 ·po rls  ahout t he: al leged 
,unc·nd r of hundred. of ' JPK' (ie . arm d resistance 
fi hters, al\\·ays ref rred \O .is 'securi ty disruptor g,u1� ' )

nH.'moc : . Army true/ officers ' cu1cd unt roubled hy the f. l: t 
t h  t the ·�urr ndcrs' f. r ou t-numhcr J t h  ir cst im, te of the 
nu1nb r of fighters in the hush . Our sourr s ins 1Jc E2st 
1 1mo r iru is t that not  :-.inglc  �urrc ndcr has uccurreJ . On the 
�ont rary .  the am1 d r si�t nc1 under its new h: .. u.ler, 
Ma' t{uno Ou kar ,  has launched a w, ve of mil it. ry opcr t ions 
lo ..'. Ilg e the Ol�c-upy ing forces in anncd contbat 

1·h n1tl i t  ry con1n1 . ndcr. fJr ig .Gen . ·1nco Syafci  has tried 
t 1 1 1n1p l ica te t l1 1 t hol i chu rch, c l a iming th ,1 t  i t had named ' 

vcn pari�h chur  hes whe re 'GPK' 1nen1h r:: cou ld 
,u rrendcr . This w, s :strong! · de n ied hy Bishop lklo who 
1 u ..i in an ,nte rv it'w v: 1 t h  the Portuguese press t hat t he 

c.hu rch had no gu,tr. n te ahou t  how pcop1c surrender ing
"' uu ld h1.: t rea t  d . The l ndoncsi .i n  prcs.s d i<l not hoth r tn

ck  lklu 's v iews and h,1vc rx· r.s , � tcd in  re port ing Syafc i 's 
l . 1 1 n1 s  S) a l c t  c v c11  .i ! J  · gcd l h ,t t B i shop fk lo v.ou l<l i:-,.suL· .1

h r i '> tn1 ,  s P.1�t n ra l  L..c t t t· r  c. l l 1 ng un figh te rs i n  t he hu -.h t u  
'iu rr ·ndcr . I n  t he even t , he d id  un  such t h i n � -

Pen·erting traditional pract ices 
Mi l i t ary commands have also he ld oath - taking ccremonie. 
in n1a11 · p lac s. Ea.st ·rimorcsc , tnost l y  young people, ,lrc 
requ ireJ lo , t tcnd .  Dl ood t aken fron1 each one , using a 
· ingle synnge,  1s squir ted  into a bowl  and mixed with wine .
'Il1e 1 imorcsc must t hen drink the u, ixturc and swear
l lcgiancc to the Suharto regime. I n  one such ceremony on 

l 9 December ,  t roops random ly  arIC!-lted six t y  people and
forced them to take part in t he b lood -drink ing ceremony .
1 n,t Oh:,en·er, 1 7 . I . 1 993 J

In  .t ce rc1nony in  Ain ., ro , report ed i n  t ht: l n<lon1,;sian p1css , 
�94 pcopJe 1ook part .  Th ' cv .n t  was st aged in the footba l l  
s t  diun1 with abou t  a t huu. and people pack d into t he 
st ,1d iun1 to watch . L.oca l e lders w re U!<:iCd to officiate and a 
pr ic�t \.Vas on hand ds we l l . I n  th i  i n�tance , the people ', 
b l ood w, s n, i. cd w i th  t he hlood of a chicken and a bott le 
of whi. key .  ln a fina l  act of  publ ic hun1 i l iat ion,  the oath  
t kcr. y.:crc r qui red to  cov r t he ir faces v.· i t h  an  [ndones1an 
fl ,tg and ki · i t .  flawu /1

05 , 1 9 X f l . 1 992 } 
l he n1u t uaJ taking ot  b lood i •, a t radi t ion among East

I imur ·se tri l cs, \\· hen ente r ing i nto peace a.ccorcJs .  l· or t he 
force of occup,1 t ion to  use i t  to cow th · popu lat ion in to 
suhr11 1ssion shows t he sl r c n  > l h  \) f I ndone sia's obsession to 
for ·c  an en t ire popu la l ion t o  i t  knc s, l3ut  1 t  is  not  J ikc 1 y  
l o  U <:CC d .  r\n .1rt i<.: I C  hy t \\'O oc io lo isls in  Yo y:ikart,;, 
ne of t h  m an E;-t!-; t  1n1orc t· , d15rn 1 ssc t he oath -t ,  king as 

! u t i l e  " f ,  · per iencc �hov;s t h,H yn1ho l i  expressions nf
pport v.· i l l  nl'vc 1 hi' e f! <.:t ; v  · "  ( }...-cdau.la tari Rakya t ,  
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nothr.r  h1rm of for ed llcg·a.ncc ( uned when tllrce

st rfimor w re fi tmed by a Portuguese camera.man 
who was on onc--day vi it 10 Dili. [n the rc- �nce of a 
numhr1 of soldiers, they id to camera. "we c1dmil the error 
of our way. " . One of the three was 'f lofo Moniz Alla, 25. 
who was so severely tortured in October 1990 wb"le in 
<.:u tody that he had to he ht, pitalised. Released in February 
l 99 1 ,  he w s re-arre. ted in September 1 992. The
'confession' was clearly . t ged for the benefit of the
Portugue e In  fact, Talofo (who c case has been reported
in 'fAP<Jl" Bulletin ) m. n gcd t<> say .  in Tctum, that " 1 7  of
us were indoctrinated by the Indonesians". The other two
who appeared were �tani lau (,acrns and Gil Vicente
Maria Simoe , 24, who was wounded during the San"1
Cruz mru sacre in Novcmhcr 199 1 .

Forcing Timo�se to hunt guerrillas 
Anothe r  c rernonv w. s reported in Baucau where 250 
people swore a l legiance in a stad ium filled to capacity by 
t tuce thou.\and people . On thv occasion. the oath-t _er 
p ledged to d1shand their organiL at ion, referred to . impJy as 
't he c landest ine ' . 11-icre w� no rcfctencc to blood-drinking 
on t ins occasion, but Sy fci announced th.at "several 
hundre.d East Timorcse" in Bauc.au had "voluntarily" 
dec ided to go into the hu. h " to persuade their relatives" to 
surrender .  No-one has produced anyone but the people who 
were obl iged to go on this mission fear for their lives if 
t hey  return empty-handed. 
Territorial assJ.Stant ot the military command, Colonel 

Wilhem da Costa, said these mission were not orchestrated 
hy the army;  the people who went were not escorted by 
t roops. But the governor, Abilio Soares, . id that uch a 
v nturc could be .life-threatening. ''What if they arc resisted 
hy the guerrillas?" [5'uara Mt•rdeka , 18 .  � l .  19921 

Renewed ar11,ed combat 
A� we were going to pre. �, it wru reported th t two young 
women in Vikcke accused of being in contact with the 
guerri l las were raped by '',(> ldi rs in front of the popul lion. 
as a warning not to supf)(lrt the guerril las. The following 
day , l7al inti l f orcc� struck hack against the a.nny unit, 
ki l l ing 42 Indonesian soldier 

Other guerril la attack..-; ,eported from inside speak of two 
truck. ot S<> ldiers being attacked , with the lo . of 60 lives 
on the side of the o copying f<.1rccs. Wi1h th territory 
sca led off tron1 fore ign observer. and joum Jisl�, there have 
ht: n no agency r p<lrt of the. activit ie. . *
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Huma11 1·ight � ,vo1--kshop held in Jaka1·ta 

)i� rt ' .., r ii,z n1 , n \  11rot<:.·�, 1 s . l!l t  !1,d1 11 � 1�·1 POL. 111 , '  l 1\· C'r'11 tre /<Jr f/1, 111 <111 R1g)1 t�\ l11..!l,f {1 11 A.s tci - J'a ,. 171 ,
H 111 ,1 R11!,l1t. J J  ,,rk J1 ,,p iri l<ik,.1rta. 1nL' ii '<>rk,\ ll f >J) �i ·li .� <)Tl£:t11u l/_\ · ,,c lt l1d1,l£1d fr;r f)t�('L'l1tf,, ·r 1 99 1  l)lt f 

/l ;,d l>ec 1 1,:i t'  <>[ 1ntt·rna rir>11 <1l <Jl◄ lr1.1 �1• ,, t lil t' [Jilr A-1a.�s·acrt..'' i11 lV 1 )t 1e111 f><'r that  )'ear. 

he W or hop, join t ] \  ru n b: the li1 Ce n t re and the 
Indt ne�ian Government ,  took place t ron1 2n - 2 .. Jan uar\ 
nu v.·a opened hv Presiden t  Suharto 
The [ndonesian Government \.lr·as 1n a pos1uon to dc t e r

mtne v:hich non-governmental human r1gh ts  organ isa t ion. 
"'ould be inv ited to the Workshop . I t  exte nded an 1nv 1 tation 
t Amnesty International but re fused to inv ite Asia Watch 
which is currently peti t ioning the US government to punish 
Indonesia because of its l abour rights pol icy 

Amnesty has bee n  refused entry into Indonesia for 
manv \ ears . OnJv last November ,  1t \\'as refused perm ission  
to  visit East Ti�or to observe cond i t ions the re on  the f ust 
annjver arv of the Dil i Ma�sacre . :\I representa t ive Geof-

,,, 

trey Robinson was given a five-day vi a and to ld  to arr1ve 
in Jakarta no earl ie r than the morning of 26 January 

Defining new human rights strategies 
The Indonesian government has already given not ice of i ts 
intent ion to campaign for a revision of human rights prin 
ciples as formulated hy the internat ional communit y smce 
1 948 in numerous UN documents . I t  argues that these 
principles are hased on western he J i e fs \.\' hich a t tach 
primacy to the rights of the individual as against com muna l  
and group rights . I t  also chal le nges the hasic principle  of  
the universa l i ty  of  human r igh t s hy argu ing tha t  accoun t  
must he taken of nat ional characte r ist ics and the �overe 1gn tv  
o i  nation states . In other \.\'Ords ,  t he righ t  o t  t he na t ion  st t c  
to t reat its citizens v.·i th  impun i ty shou l d  take primacv  ove r  
the rights of the ind ividua l . 

fn furtherance of thi campaign .  Fore ign M1n 1ste r  Ah 
Alatas announceJ in Decembe r that {ndone ia \.\'ou ld ct u p  
a "commis..,;;ion to promote human nghts '' \.\:lnch ,  un l ike the 
inte r-departmental human right group a l ready cstab l 1shed . 
"v--·ouid be an independent  one ·• . The ne\.\' body \vould come 
into being after the Asia-Pacific workshop in Jan uary and 
1rvou Jd be based on i ts recommendat ions . [Jakarta Post ,
1 2 .XI I  1 992} Alatas apparent l y  sees no contradiction
between his public advocacy of th 1  commi sion and h i
insL tcnce t hat i t  wil l  be 'independen t ' .

The Jakarta Asia- Pacific \\·orkshop is taking place a t  a 
time when Asian governments have failed  to convene  an 
r\sia-Pacific regional mee ting in preparat ion for the UN's 
World C-0nfercnce on Human Rights to be held in Vienna 
in June this year. All othe r regional preparatOT)' mee ting 
have already taken place . These regional meetings must be 
held according to the criteria t hrashed out  international l y ;  
in  particular, there are no restriction on  the participat ion of 
human rights NGOs. The Asian group Jed by India tried 
un uccessfuJJy at a World c�.1nference preparatory commit 
tee 1n encva la t eptember to res1rict participat ion to 

GOs that ar active in bo1Ji human rights and deve lop
ment . Thi v.•ould have excl uded the vast majority of human 
ngh NG . The Asia group did however ucceed in 
preventing agreement on t he agenda of the World Confer
ence f ,  e World Q1nfc rence · Third Prepara tOT)' Com.m
l c nd 1n F 1 Jure " by dr 1en-Claudc Zo! Jr r .  1n l/uman 

t Mo111t • pt mbcr 1 9_ J 

EC statement on East Timor 

The following statement was made by the UK on 
behaJf of the European Community ,  at the UN Gen
eral Assembly 's Third Committee in November 1992 : 

The European Community and its Member States 
continue to follow closely the situation of human 
rights in East T1IDor. We have done so with special 
cone.em after the violent incident last year at Dili, 
which we strongly condemned, in which many def
enceless civilians died at the hands of the Indonesian 
Armed Forces . We acknowledged the prompt investi
gation of the Indonesian authorities, but we remain 
concerned over the lack of clear inf orma1ion about the 
number of people killed and over the persons still 
unaccounted for. about the disparity of sentences 
given to civilians on the one hand and the military on 
the other, and by the den ial of access to the territory 
by human rights organisations. We urge the 
[ndonesian authoriti es lo honour th.cir commitments 
and to respond fully to the con!)Cnsus �la.lement on 

· East Timor at this year's session of the O>mmission
on Human Rights, in advance of consideration of this
i1em at the Commission 's next  session . In particular
we trust tba1 all those in custody incJuding all opposi
tion figures, will be treated hun1aneJy and with their
rights ful ly respected. The community and its Member
States fully support the Secretary-General 's recent
initiative to achieve a just, comprehensive and inter
nationa.lly acceptable settlement of the question of
East Timor, with full respect for the legitimate inter
e� and aspirations of the East Timorese, in line with
the principles of the UN Charter . ..

Santa Cruz cemetery: the kil l ing ground. 
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, uu--.'h to ih, 
.:.1::,. n of tl1< illlOI\ 1.:r · 1n,· ,\ uld rnar ed b , tur 

• t:r \ zit n5 umJn nsht� 1\J :\ --;t aha v.1rote to
th !ndt,rk5l i\rnba::.. dor 10 AJ:traliJ �1r � b,1n1
� ,a�• n \� e " Ut.!�te<l his p r, na! n,en. 1:'nt1on to

· d1 0\\ 'n \l dele� t is)n t'- \JSJt E ,t Tin , r u\ er th('
l th2 mn,, 1'5d!} The retu�1 . g .\ �n in a lt:t ·

t fro ..,. t! .: Fort>1gn AfL1tr, �hn1,t1"1. induue<l the
. 

ca::,1 n SI me t::\Otem mt among 
•h ,;_p\; ,ho n ed rnore r ilne t n::tOV"r from
t 2 rJi.IJTlatK e\ nt of l '.? , O\ em "r las1 1.;eJr 

Tnr da s- before thts anni\ er::,arv :\I i\ustral1a 
--.uc: iJ media re!ea ·e ctetaihng our --oncen1s and 
,ting t..:irture::-. tnab lrnpnsonments. disappear-
Ct: - ana arrests over the preceding l\1.elve months. 
E.J,� T1=or all but sealed olr from the outside 

\\ 1 !d )t th; u 1n1\ , 1 s.1rv l 1 \\'( '\' 1 , t l1< i r r -,1 lt. 1 lt 1 

1 11 1 O\ , rnl r f l  t l 1 11101 , 11 -. 1 1 1c le,1d r 
X.dll 1n,1 ]\J,n . , 1,11n fr u d 11. nrld tl nl 1on I\

indone i , hu1"11 r nq 1i r l 1rd B d, nl/lnq , 1

t 1 (l1 1  rn , ,  . th  Ind nc 1.in C 1 11( r urn, nt av re 
d •nc t I , u-. thJt  h1 • 1.vas 1ng 1H t r  1T J cir tnr 
t\1 1 d t\ l  1nf.;nn l1 1 11 1nJ l ·c1t. -. i h  t t inur 1 11

ln.i01 11. ::-!dr1 1.:u,tody wluJ,, 1 1 ! , gul I rouiln•• 
f > IIO\\'l llg hts lj)JJ dfdl I\ Oil l11dur f' ldO rv . 1\ l 

t\u-.trah( 1-.-,ued a t I t  •nv•nl :1,11n� th c• f i.f fS had 
oh; b.. 1.- n height n1 d , 1 id r, pe, h d th�, call for blt'

Red Cros.-, 1epr, -.. nt ti\v, I,,\�'\ r :>  and 1a1n1ly me111 
lx,1-, h} be 1llo\�ed d er � to ,u,nh ( 

E! to1 rs to cnsur� th ' I cation and safety \.• f tho 
arre.;;1ed dnd d1sapp .rncd 1 11 the cont1nu1ng c1ack· 
do\vr1 1n East Tinior wt"•re 1n,unt 1ned through bn.:>f 
tngs 10 th, rn, di.J and t(>prt: sen tatton-, to th 
t\u�trulian dnd Indonesian g, )\'l I nn1ent" 

In tht:' rrndst of this cn�b the recvrd of the Australian 
Go\ crnm1?nt 1 11 pursuing l l hu1nan rights concerns 
v,1th Indonesia can1e under Ire.sh scrutiny v.,1th the 
rclt>a..;e ol the f irst annual report of the Human 
Rights sub-coinmittee of the Joint Parhamenta� 
Co1nm1ttee on Defence , Foreign Affairs and Trade 
launched by sub-committee Chairperson . Senator 
Chris Schacht . at the Canberra Press Club 

The Report \Vas highly critical of the Australian 
Government ' - respon·e to the Dili massacre 

Corrrn�nt·rg 0n A1n.:-t1s�<Jdor S1ag1an 's pos ,t ion 
A .. ri? Front: \. [c; said Thi denial o, e1cccs':i to Ea t 
T n r t g :lJH r .rith inc <;uggc-,t ion thr1: ! he n 1ot i\.'es East 

Timar 
o f  the Au'-t ra li an  parl iamentary de legat ion a l so 
rece:1tly deni.?d access were to 'stir up trouble ' ,  puts in 
question fndones1a 's comrnitn1ent to the decisions of 
the Lini ted i\:at 1ons Com rr1ission on Hun1an Righ ts '' .  

The human rights situation in East T unor has not 
1mproved 1n the vear since the Dr l i  massacre and it 
v. 1 1 !  i nevi t ab ly  d e t e r i o r a t e  f u r t h e r  v,1 1 t h ou t  
· •J n d a me n t a l  c h a nges  1 n  t h e  l nd o n e s i a n
Goi,;er11m�nf s polic ies and pract ices. 
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tJ , ,, ho ... p!ldh tion ot anotht'r id th r. 
worri n delctLn e 111 front of fam1h,.i 1n m rs 

Tiu rep 11 r 'I\JI d Md cov I g h ough th 
l re n e <:1! th I , iJ.n h c,f N tional lJ1rec or. I lams
v.1n f ,,k who c. min -nl on th r ports

LJrgen 1 A J1on , ont 1n 1 d o ·1rriv th ough
[ ,� rnl •r <l · diling fr h arrest the sea.le of M' 
, r ,  1mplK1l ( rknow!edgn)ent of th scale oi op,nnit1 .. 
11011 Ind nes1a l 1 <'Xl�,ts to I s rul in East Tunor 

TI1(' arr sts emphas1 d the n ed for 1nd pen 
dent .:1cc ss to the terntory and to I.he de -u,e<� .  

Th , dete.ntlon of a further 25  peopl . named in 
an Urg nt Action .:it the end of December received 
1,1.11despread co\ierag The e1.1entual granting of 
acce · s by repr sentat1ves of the R d Cross to 
Gu mao vas accompanied by Indonesian commit· 
rnent� to allow ace" · s to the detainee 1n East 
Timar uch vb1ts are an important step m ensur· 
1ng the safety of th detainees although inadequate 
as a safeguard against to11ure and ill-treatment 

Arnnesty In ternational is contmwng to press tor 
d tai.n e acce. - to lau.yers and family members and 
the trnmedidte unconditional release of all detained 
for the peaceful ex pre s1on of their beliefs � 
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1 orture and i l l - t reatment of pol i t ical deta inees 
con t i n ues to be both common and rou t i ne  anci , 
desj)Ite prom1sP..s to do so the Governrnent has 1nade 
!t t t ! e  dPP" ren t  e f fort  to  implement  t he  recom
mendat ions  o f  the U N  Speci a l  R appor te ur  o n
Torture whose repor1 v.:as published eai lier lh ts year

FURTH ER RECOMMENDED ACT I ON 
PLEASE/ FAX : WR I T E .  

- EXPRES S I NG URGENT CONC ERN FOR TH E
SAFETY OF THE EAST T I MORE S E  ARR E STED
S I NCE EARLY NOVEMBER ,  AND OF ALL
POL I TI CAL D ETA IN E ES I N  EAST T I MOR &

I NDONES I A ; CALLI NG ON THE GOVERNMENT TO P ERMI T  I CRC ( R E D  CROS S ) R EPS .
I ND EPENDENT LAWERS , DOCTORS ANO R ELAT I VES I MMED I ATE ACC E S S  TO THE I R
PLACE OF D ETENTION : 

- URG ING TH E I NDONES IAN GOVERNMENT TO ALLOW A I D  AND HUMAN R I GHTS
ORGANI ZAT IONS SUCH AS AMNESTY I NTERNAT IONAL I MMEDIATE ACCE S S  TO
EAST T I MOR .

* H . E . MR . SABAM S IAG I AN , AMBASSADOR , EMBASSY  OF TH E REPUBL I C  OF
I NDONES IA , 8 DARWI N  AVE . , YARRALUMLA , ACT 2 6 0 0 .




