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wim s mmiiee|CTUISE, CrOSses highlight Timor actions

Portugal, the tiny southeast A
coantry of East Timor was mvdd by
its neighboar Indonesia. In the decade-

and-a-half since, 250,000 people —
over a third of the indigenous Timorese
popalation — have been killed. Geno-
cic and masive human rights viola-
— everything from rape to
W killings to forced
aboertions — go on to this day. Buf so
does the struggle for freedom of the
East Timorese people. It is largely the
support of countries like Canada that
allows Indonesia to maintain its
occupanon.
East Timor Update is a monthly news
service edited in Toromo by the East
Timor Alert Network. Reprinting is
encowraged, but please credit East
Timor Update. Contact the
Nerwork for more information:

National/West: |04—2120 West 441h,
Vancouver BC, VoM 2G2.

Toronto: PO Box 562, Siation P,
Toromio, M3S 2T1.

Ovtawa: 2760 Caroser Cres. £511,
Ottawa Onr., KIT 2N2

Eastern Ontario: 217 Glengarry Rd..
| Kinston Ont.. K7M 3J6.

Western Ontario: Dr Peter Eglin,
Wilfred Laurier Universiry, Wmtrlm
Omnt., N2L 3C5.

| Québec: 1375 Sherwood Cres.. Town of
Mownt Roval, Que., H3R 3C8

;_unmmdmcma-nm

International outrage over
kubings in East Timor s
growing fast, despite all the besi
efforts of Wesiern governments,
and Indonesia s lobbyists (led
by US fum Hill and Knowlion,
credited for fabricating evidence
that encouraged the Gulf war),
10 bury the 1ssue. Among the
acuons taken in sohidanty with
the people of East Timor since
Indonesian soldiers massacred
200 pro-independence demon-
strators last Nov. 12 n full view
of Western journalists:

* A decommissioned car ferry
set out from Portugal in mid-
January with the am of laying
flowers at Santa Cruz cemetery,
site of the massacre, next Feb.
27. The 28-year old Lusitama
Expresso was brought out of
reurement by a Portuguese
student group, which has
launched the Greenpeace-like
“Peace 1n Timor™ cruise (o carry
100 acuwvists, supporters and

journalists (o the former Portuguese Timor -

colony.
* Australia’ s Timorese refugee commu-
nity, with support from most of the
country's umons and human nights
organizations, has maintained an unofficial
East Timor Embassy outside the Indone-
sian Embassy in Canberra since Novem-
ber. Until the end of January, the front of
the Indonesian embassy.was adomed with
124 crosses, each beanng the name of a
known vicum of the Nov. 12 massacre.
The crosses were removed by order of
Australian Foreign Minister Gareth Evans.
who said the “dignity of the embassy was
umpaired” by the graphic reminder of
killings in East Timor.
* The Free East Tunor! coalition in Japan
confronted U.S. President George Bush
duning his Asian trip over his inaction on
Easi Tumnor, compared (0 bis swift response
over Kuwait, and forced the Japanese
government Lo review its huge programme
of economic aid to Indonesia.
* Videolaped scenes of the massacre were
shown on a giant screen outside the j
European Community heads of govern-
ment meeting in Maastncht, Netherlands,
making the issue impossible to ignore.
Porwgal akes over the EC presidency this
year, and has promised (o put East at the
lop of the agenda.
* A dozen people from five states mel in
New York in Janoary to found the East
Timor Action Network/US, which planns
o raise awareness, hold activist-oriented
events and pressure the American govern-
ment o help East Timor. They can be

'; contacied at PO Box 1182, White Plains

NY 10602, USA.

| Guelph U. rethinks aid

The University of Guelph has agreed

indonesia, has long been under attack for
supporung the Indonesian military regime.
The review will be conducted by Meyer
Brownsione of OXFAM Canada. Clovis
Demers of the Canadian Centre for Human
Rights and Democratic Development and
a third man yet 10 be named.

A group at Vancouver's Simon Fraser
Umiversily, another school with major
Indonesian contracts, has been formed to
campaign for similar consideration of
human rights questions.

Massacre survivor jailed

The show tnals of some of the 37
Timorese survivors of the Nov. 12 massa-
cre have begun. On 20 January, the first of
those accused of “subversion,” Filismine
dos Santos Conceigdo, was found guilty of
stealing military documents and smuggling
them to the outside workl. She was
senienced W seven years In pnison after a
one-day nal.

In a sinister (wist, prosecutors are now
trying (o link East Tumor Bishop Carlos
Ximenes Belo to the informauoo-smug-
ghing. Belo has received repeated death
threats and barassment since be asked the
Uunited Nations w conduct a referendom on
independence in East Tunor with the
words “we are dying as a people and as a
nation.” Supporters fear Indonesia is trying
o force the Vaucan 10 remove him.

Indonesia 1s also consudenng laying
subversion charges against Father Ricardo,
Vicar-General of the East Timor Drocese.
More than 100 asrests were reponed m the
last week of January as the atmosphere m
East Tunor remnainced tense.

Journalists fired for reporting
Three journalists with the popular
Indonesian weckly Jakara. Jakarta have
been fired afier the magazine devouod
much of its Jan. 4- 10 nsee © Tnorese

eyewitness accounts of the Nov 12

Action of the Month

nal Affass Munastoy Barbara MoDougadl,
congraviateg om o8 cetling ad
Indoncsia by reo dards « S Mmeliaon) and |
wrge them © mantan e ad o el |
Eu‘l'hwuﬂhh“b ;

Ajdamna, Executive Editor
Use P Hermaw an, l)“lnt_‘“t |
Editor; and 1) Waskito

ITnsnoads, Artistic Edilor. The
disrm WSals which make 3 |
MOCkery of Indone

I
|
vah Clams l
O freedom of the press. were |
immediately condemir d hy 11
the Brussels-based Intema l
Ol Federation of JOotgrnal |
K1 '
ﬁih'-'rh:' e esluanams I
putiished i Jakart Jakarig, |
d Iember ol the 487 l
a --*H;e!"-:f f:.r"..r Jl?fij I 13 W%
N 3 M» Al -f,l"lhl-- COTTT anCr 1 N '
N massact e she 1 O |
RO INne air and e rooos oot |
Gown from e Uucks T
Olien umnedhate 1v b
) St al U (W iTalr
r-h'.';f rll'-:%’} {rom a aslance of
abowm 10 meles. | he U ORIy
WeEMN oo {or 2bost 5 mrvomste

| Then] the soldeers, who were |
{ully dressed and carrymg 1.
D@yoneis, ot down ADyone |
who was sull alive wa

knife.

Sabhed wih 3

Media watch

Canada should mpose economic
sancuons againsl indonesia if s reduc- [
uon of aid w Indoncsia by wo thirds has |
00 effect, say three Canadian newsps- ;
pers. ~If Indonesia persists o s brugal E
treatment of the East Timorese,” editon- |
alized the Calgary Herald. “thes 3
Canada must be prepared 10 appiy wotal |
¢CONOmIC sancuoas o Indonesia ‘
Canada walks a g0od game when ot comes !
10 espousing human nghis. In the case of |
Indonesia, it's ume 10 pul s money |
where s mouth is.” !

The Montreal Gazette called f
Canada’s review of aud w0 Indonesia :f
“hong overdue™ and added “ut should also |
extend 0 Canada’'s commercial and uade |

relatons with Indonesia ™ Monureal's Le I
Devoir agreed that the ume had come ©
end “business as esual” wilh dicusors
such as Indonesia’s General Subharo.

Dave Todd of Southam News
(wrnung i the Ottawa Citizen and other
papers) and Toronto Star columms
Bruce Mclood bave recently peblished
hard-hitung peeces about Canada s roke
in the East Tumor genocude.

A package of Canadian modia
coverage of East Tumor dunag 1991 el
be avaulable dunng Febwuary from ETAN
Toronto. Please sead $10 w cover
Copying and postage.
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