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Closer Relationship with Indonesia
"Alarming", Says East Timor Alert Network

Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister Lloyd Axworthy has made some
gestures of concern towards human rights in Indonesia and East Timor
during his visit. ETAN welcomes any support for human rights by the
Canadian government, however small. But the establishment of a
Bilateral Consultative Forum between Canada and Indonesia, and the
recent news that Axworthy granted a number of permits for Fhe sale of
arms to Indonesia late last year, cast serious doubt on the sincerity of
these gestures.

It appears that Foreign Affairs Minister Axworthy believes that he can
satisfy the Canadian people with a few perfunctory gestures about
human rights, while at the same time pursuing an ever closer relationship
with Indonesia, including arms exports and perhaps military training.
ETAN is not satisfied by this, and we do not believe that it will satisfy
the many people across Canada who want to see their government stand
up for peace and justice.

A joint declaration, signed today by Axworthy and Indonesian Foreign
Minister Ali Alatas, states that, "determined to broaden relations and
enhance mutual confidence and understanding", the two governments
will establish a Forum, meeting annually or more often, to discuss a range
of subjects including "pursuing opportunities for cooperation, inter alia in
the areas of technical training and education exchanges ... and consulting
on political issues of common interest”, "joint confidence building
efforts”, "UN reform", "terrorism and illegal drugs and crime", and,
buried within the document, "governance and human rights." The brief
reference to human rights makes no mention of any Canadian criticism of
the appalling Indonesian human rights record.

ETAN finds this document, with its promise of ever closer ties and an
increasingly friendly relationship between Canada and Indonesia, quite
alarming. We cannot help but wonder if the "technical training and
education exchanges" mentioned might include training for Indonesian
military personnel. We are already aware that this has been discussed
between the Indonesian and Canadian governments; indeed, these
discussions provoked a sharp public outcry once they were made
known,

Meanwhile, Axworthy apparently has no statement on the recent
disclosure, by Parliamentarians for East Timor, that he signed over $32
million in permits for arms exports to Indonesia in the last four months
of 1996. Requests for comment have been met with a press release about
the Bilateral Consultative Forum, which does not mention arms sales.
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CANADA AND INDG? .ZS1A EXPAND CO-OPERATION
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~igeussions with the Goverrent of Irndonesia coverad prapavations
‘o7 the Asia Pacific Ecomom.c Cooperaticn (APEC) Economic
enders’! Meeting, being held in Vancouver in November. They also
Socusded on areas of sharec expertiss in promoting xggional
Lieurity, confidence-buildli.g measures and peacekeeping, as well
¢ Lre ewo countries’ mutucl commictment (O ensurlng peace &nd
siasility in the South Chin. Sea. Mr. AXworthy re-confirmed his
sapport tor Association of loutheast Asian Nationg (ASHAN)
sfforte and for the missicwn izd by Minister Alatas Lo pronote a
seuceful resolution to the .ituation in Cambodia.

vinigser Axworthy explored .ays Lo increase co=oparation in human
raseuree development and tiohnical tralning. An agreement was
teacshed to egtablish a ministerial-level Bilateral Consuliative
soram, with a mandate to prumote co-operation in addressiny
arernational and bilateral issues, including human rights.

wos Minister raised the iesce of East Timeor with his

e erlocutors and reiteratci Canada’s strong support for the
cr.partite (United Nationa, tndonesia and Portugal) talks. He
2.0 grnounced, in conjunction with Minister for International
cu-cperasion and Mirister L:sponsible for la Francophonie Dliane
sarlesy, that Canada would oo wontributing $30 000 through che
sanadian lavernational Devilopment Agency (CIDA) to the All-
Lagiusive Inwya-fast Timorede Dialogue. This UN-led feorum brings
cogather fap: Timerese grou)s of different political views to
digcues posnible solutions o the current situation there. CIDA
alwo contributed $30 000 to the forum in 1996,
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vie  Axworthy sought advice .vom the Indonesian National Hunan
ghies Commigsion, canadian. reaident in Indonesia and non-
svernmencal representativeu on ways to broaden co-oparaticn in
Lo aveas of regional and incern ciepal gecurity, human gighta

4 socio-econemic davelopr<nt. Particular emphasgis wag placed on
oo nenada might assist clvil society in developing ite capacity
co wffeqt progress,

el

‘e Ministey also encouragil Indoncgia to come Lo Ottawa from
Leoember 2 to 4 to sign a legally binding international trezaty Lo
can anti-personnel mines, '

suimdiing for the East Timor tainiative wag provided for in tha
Sepruery 1557 federal budge: and is therefore built into tne
axisting f£iscal framework. ‘
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v furthey information, mecia representatives may contact.
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satnerine Lappe

~lvector of Communications ‘
sffice cf the Minister of foreign Affairs
(613) 995-1851 i

vedia Relations Office
Department of Foxelgn Affas.s and International Trade

(313, 995-1874

rais doecument is also avalluble on the Department’s Internct
cire: hetp://www, dfalc-maec..gc.ca :




JOINT DECLARATION

<52k BY
/o N3E GOVERNMENT OF THE REFUBLIC OF INDONESIA
e :
AND

THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA
G RETABRLISHMENT OF A BILATERAL CONSULTATIVE FORUM

TOITWED o broaden relationsd and enhance mutual confidencs and
catunding, the two governments

2% agreed to establish an Indonesia-Canada Bllateral
utive Forum to discuse bilataral, regional and international
2t of common interest,

This Foxum will be chaired by the Minister for Foreign Affaixs
i1 Republie of Indonesia and the Ministar of Forelgn Affa;rs‘of

. Mzatings may be held at Senioy Officiale level as and wnen
ST EERTY

Tha o Forum may meet annually or more fraquently as desmed
cobavy, alternatively in Indonesia and in Canada. The dates,

Tt oand duration of each meeting will be determined through
Lomiatie channeals,

Wavking groups may be astablished or expert meetings held in
ciar to dizcuss gpecific areas of common interesc.

Topids to ba covered can include:

SYLATERAL, pursuing opportunities for cooperation, inter alia

“he aregs of technical training and education exchanges,

Trllvg dlstancs learning; and consulting on political ilssuag of
ahiety dnterest;

“RGIONAL, Jjoint confidence building efforts, conflice
“vration and dialogue;

TNTERNATIONAL, consulting on global issues, for example, UN
o, armg control and disarmament including antispersennel
governance and human rights, envivonment, tarvorism and
:yal dreugs and orima.
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