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Q & A: East Timor’s Peace Proposals

Indonesia’s rule in East Timor, a former
Portuguese colony annexed by Jokaria af-
ter Indonesian forces invaded 20 years
ago, continues to face chollenges. José
Ramos Horta, the special representative of
a council that links East Timorese groups
opposed to Indonesian control, discussed
the situation with Michael Richardson of
the International Herald Tribune.

Q: The United Nations Commission
on Human Rights is due to resume its
annual debate in Geneva on Wednesday
on human rights violations in East Timor
and other places. Can such debate influ-
ence Indonesia’s East Timor policy?

A: It does because Indonesia aspires to
regional and world leadership. It is a
member of the commission and one of
the nonpermanent members of the UN
Security Council. It chairs the Non-
aligned Movement, So it has enormous
credibility at stake. 1t cannot defy inter-
national opinion in the same way as the
military regime in Burma or the Khmer
Rouge in Cambodia.

The UN has never recognized Indone-
sia’s armed takeover of East Timor in
1975 and its formal annexation of the
territory in 1976. Imsiead, the UN,
through various resolutions, has de-
manded that Indonesia withdraw from
East Timor so that an act of self-determi-
nation under UN supervision can take
place.

Q: In recent days, there have been

attacks by hooded so-called Ninja gangs
against people in the East Timorese capi-
tal, Dili. The Indonesian military has
alieged that the gangs are controlled by
pro-independence groups. Who do you
think is behind the gangs and why?

A: The attacks were instigated by the
Indonesian military to create a climate of
violence between Timorese so that the
blame would not be placed on indonesia.
The fact is that those gangs of Timarese
and Indonesian thugs are trained and
paid by the security forces.

®

Q: What should Indonesia do to solve
the East Timor problem?

A: We have offered Jakarta an honor-
able way out through a three-phase
peace plan,

In the first phase, lasting for about two
years, Indonesia must withdraw all its
troops from East Timor, release all pris-
oners and allow the UN to establish a
human-rights monitoring presence,

In the second phase, East Timor
would get full autonomy with a Jocal
assembly chosen in elections organized
by the UN. This phase would last for five
years and could be extended for another
five years. It would give Indonesia ample
lime o prove to the people of East Timor
that its behavior had changed.

The status of the tertitory would only
be decided at the end of the autonomy
period. That would provide Indonesia
and ourselves sufficient time 10 find a

medus vivendi in which Indonesian in-
terests would be protecied.

However, the end resuli of the whale
process would have 1o be a self-determi-
nation referendum under UN supervi-
sion.

Q: What is Indonesia's response 10
this proposal?

A: So far, outright rejection. But 1
know that there is growing sympathyv
within Indonesia for this kind of ap-

roach. There is also increasing support
in the UN and from the U.S. and Euro-
pean Union.

®

Q: If Indonesia continues to reject the
peace plan you have put forward, what
strategy will your group pursue to get
Jakarta to become more flexible?

A: We will continue to exiend an olive
branch 1o Indonesia. At the same time.
we will pursue aggressively our interna-
lional campaign to increase the costs to
Indonesia, In East Timor itself, our peo-
ple are determined o escalate their ac-
tions to make Indonesia’s occupation of
the territory more costly,

Q: Wouldn't that amount to terror-
ism?

A: No, we are talking about civi! dis-
obedience and street demonstrations.
However, armed resistance by our puer-
rillas will continue against the Indone-
sian military occupation. But Indonesian
civilians and their property wil! not be
targetled.
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Concern expressed over East Timor deaths

(Dili -~ CNS) Bishop Carlos Filipe Xi-
menes Belo, Apostolic Administrator of
Dili, has written Indonesian President Su-
harto to advise him of increased human
rights violations in East Timor since De-
cember. Speaking to UCA News, an Asian
Church news agency based in Thailand,
Bishop Belo said that he decided to write
President Suharto to express grave con-
cern over a series of civilian deaths.

Bishop Belo expressed concern over
various incidents, including civilians
killed by security forces and the terrorism
tactics of 2 marauding gang dubbed “the
Ninjas”, because they strike at night and
cover their heads with masks.

If the Indonesian president does not re-
spond to his call for human rights guar-
antees, Bishop Belo said, “I will report
[these cases]) to the United Nations Sec-
retary-General and ask international com-
munities to look into the suffering of East
Timor people”. Security officers killed six

people on 12 January in Liqusia district.

Authorities claimed that the dead were
Fretilin (Revolutionary Front for an Inde-
pendent East Timor) guerrillas, but local
people said they were civilians. Suharto
instructed armed forces commander
Gen. Feisal Tanjung to investigate the Li-
qusia incident immediately, State Sec-
retariat Minister Moerdiono told report-
ers on 12 February, Moerdionoe said Tan-
jung told the president that security offi-
cers violated “established procedures” in
the 12 January killings. § o called for
further investigations and ordered the
soldiers detained, Moerdiono said. On 9
January, a so-called “Ninja” hit-squad ab-
ducted five Dili youths. The youths’ bod.
ies were found in the western outskirts of
Dili the next day.

Dili residents have organized self-
enforced neighbourhood curfews to pro-
tect their communities from “Ninjas”,
who roam the streets at night stoning
houses and assaulting people,

Fr Mateos da Rosario da Cruz, head of
the Diocese of Dili's Justice and Peace
Commission, told UCA News on 12 Feb-
ruary that since the 12 January incident
in Dili large numbers of women gather
outside Bishop Belo’s residence almost
daily. Fr Rosario said the women com-
plain about continual unrest in their
neighborhoods caused by the “Ninja”
gang. People also crowd his office eager
to report incidents, Fr Rosario said. A
boy with a large cut on his head had just
reported to the priest that masked men
broke into his house at dawn and beat
him unti] he was bloody.

Fr Rosaric said the Justice and Peace
Commission will hold a meeting to dis-
cuss the situation. The diocesan commis-
sion, formed in August 1994 and formally
welcomed by the Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace in October, is advising
ftiisdhe%p Belo on the situation, Fr Rosario
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The most generous way to describe the Clinton
administration’s approach to human rights is to
call it ambivalent.

John Shattuck, assistant secretary of state for
human rights, has said all the right things and pro-
duced candid reports on human rights around the
world. But President Clinton ignored Beijing’s
abuses for the sake of trade, subordinated human
rights to strategic concerns when Boris Yeltsin as-
saulted Chechnya and made the fatal mistake of
refusing to classify the mass murders in Rwanda
as genocide when to do so might have enabled UN
forces to stop the slaughter.

Recently there has been an unusually overt
demonstration of the administration’s ambivalence
on human rights. Speaking in the Indonesian cap-
ital, Jakarta, the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, Adm. William Owens, said the Pentagon
wants to resume a US program for the military
and educational training of the Indonesian army, a
program that Congress suspended in 1992 because
of Indonesia’s flagrant abuse of human rights on
the conquered territory of East Timor.

promising human rights

The same day, Shattuck was telling Congress
that the human rights situation on East Timor,
“which began worsening in late 1994, worsened
further in January this year.” Shattuck's testimo-
ny replicated a report by the organization Human
Rights Watch/Asia on “Deteriorating Human
Rights in East Timor.” The report describes “ex-
trajudicial executions, torture, disappearances, un-
lawful arrests and detentions and denials of free-
dom of association, assembly and expression.”

As Clinton and the new Congress consider the
Pentagon’s request for $600,000 to spend on the
training of Indonesian officers, they ought to heed
the counsel of the US Catholic Conference. “As
difficult as the situation in East Timor has been
over the years,” the bishops’ office noted, “con-
gressional protests and representations by various
US administrations have helped limit the severity
of human rights abuses, keeping a bad situation
from becoming much worse.”

This is no time to encourage Indonesian perse-
cution of the East Timorese.
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jolence and terror
continue to plague
East Timor, the for-
mer Portuguese col-

ony occupied by Indonesia in
1975. Indonesian soldiers are
accused of cold-bloodedly mur-
dering East Timorese in rural
areas,

Some 20 years after, Indon-
esia invaded the territory, anti-
Indonesian sentiment in East
Timor shows no sign of subsid-
ing and its occupation of the
territory remains an interna-
tional embarrassment for it.

Made up of hundreds of eth-
nic groupings and as many as
17,000 islands, Indonesia is sen-
sitive to anything which might
disturb the fabric -of its
! national unity.

With every attempt Indon-
esia malkes to be taken seri-
ously in the intemaﬂonal com-
munity - suggestions of
medjating between Bosnians
and Serbs, or attempts to take
on a bigger role in the UN
Security Council - Indonesians
are invarjably confronted with
their presence in East Timor.
In November, a demonstration
by 29 East Timorese in the US
embassy grounds in Jakarta in
front of most of the world's
press took the gloss off the
Asla Pacific Economic
Co-operation summit attended
by 17 regional leaders, includ-
ing US president Bill Clinton.

The issue continues to over-
shadow Indonesia's increas-
ingly important economic sta-
tus, With 190m people, it is the
world's fourth most populated
country and among the fastest
growing economies in south.
east Asla.

Yet the Indonesians are
reluctant to change their pol-
fcy in the territory despite
International criticism of thelr
role there. Talks are taking
place under United Natlons
auspices. Exiled members of
East Timor's independence
movement and East Timorese
who favour integration with
Indonesia are to meet in Ans-
tria in April, an initiative by
Mr Boutros Boutros-Ghall, the
UN secre general.

In May, Mr Ali Alatas, Indon-
esia’s foreign mlnister. will
engage In the sixth round of
talks with his Portuguese
counterpart in New York. Por-
tugal, which abruptly aban-
doned East Timor in 1975, so
leaving the territory to war-
ring factions, still claims sover-
elgnty over the area, Indonesta
declared the region jts 27th
province in 1976 but the UN
has never recognised Jakarta'’s
soverelgnty over the region.

Indonesian officials point out
that East Timor receives more
government development

than any other region.

Persistent thorn
in the flesh

Indonesia is paying a high diplomatic price for its
occupation of East Timor, says Manuela Saragosa
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Certainly, in contrast to when
the territory was a Portuguese
colony, it now has roads,
schools, a university, bridges,
bealth clinics, telecommunica.
tions and electricity.

But unemployment in E‘ast
Timor is, by the Indones:
government's own admission,
high. School-leavers experience
difficulty in finding jobs. The
Batara Indra group, an Indone-
slan business conglomerate
close to the military, holds a
virtual monopoly on every-
thing that makes money in
East Timor, including coffee
trading, sandalwood produc-
tion and marble mining. Entre-
preneurs are rare and private
investment into the region is
minimal

Trading in the territory is
largely controlled by ethnic
Bugis from the Indonesian
island of Sulawesi, who make
up the majority of immigrants
to East Timor.

East Timor has all the char-
acteristics of an occupied teryi-
tory, according to diplomats
who have travelled In the
region and who are the only
source of independent informa-
tion on it. They comment that
the region is run as a military
flefdom: the Indonesian army
has a large presence in East
Timor, ahd has been shocking
in its callousness in dealing

with the local population.

The UN special rapporteur’s
recent report on East Timor,
following his visit to the terri-
tory in July last year, noted
that there were “patterns of
dealing violently with political
dissent and [a) virtual impu.
nity enjoyed by members of
the security forces responsible
for human rights viclations™.

Military officials claim their
large presence in East Timor is

Indonesia has
opposed an
independently-
observed

referendum

|
needed to facilitate the devel-
opment and integration of the
region. But as one diplomat
comments: “The army's behav-
four has been such that it has
not implemented a policy of
integration as continucusly as
it has applied a policy of occu-
pation.”

In one incident, two officers
in the indonesian army, which
is predominantly Moslem, were
convicted by a military court
of desecrating the sacrament
in a church in predominantly
Catholic East Timor. Actions
of this kind breed the hatred

and suspicion with which
many Eest Timorese regard
the Indonesians, The ublqui-
tous presence of plainclothed
intelligence officers has fos-
tered an atmosphere of distrust
among the East Timorese.
More recently, Indonesian sol-
diers shot dead six unarmed
civilans in the Liqulca
regency, a district in East
Timor, after opening fire at
close range.

Jakarta officials appeared
genuinely shocked when
details of the Liguica incident
surfaced last month. Indones-
ia's National Commission on
Human Rights investigated the
killlngs and concluded that
there had been a gross viola-
tion of human rights. The last
time such an investigation was
conducted was after the 1991
massacre In Dill, the capital,
when, according to UN esti-
mates, between 150 and 270
independence demonstrators
were killed by Indonestan sol-
diers.

The army has admitted there
was a “violation of procedures”
and the Military Honour Coun-
el is expected to punish the
soldiers involved. But, as in
the Dili massacre, the soldiers
will be tried in a military court
tather than a civilian one. The
UN rapporteur noted that the
sentences meted out after

the Dili massacre were
“inappropriately light".

Meanwhile, in al} of the UN-
sponsored meetings with Por-
tuguese officials and anti-inte-
grationists, Indonesia has cate-
gorically refused to discuss
East Timor's political status.
But as one diplomat com-
ments: “Uniess there is a politi-
cal solution to East Timar,
there can be no solution.”

Indonesia is unhappy about
the UN general's ind-
tiative to invite individual pro-
and anti-integrationists to dis-
cuss East Timor in Salzburg
next month, Mr Irawan Abidin,
Indonesia's forelgn ministry

spokesman, says “the UN has
been going a little too far” in
interpreting its mandate to
“asgist in the establishment of
an atmosphere conducive to
the achlevement of a solution
to the question of East Timor”,

Yet it remains unclear how
Indonesia intends to resolve
the East Timor question. After
the embarrassment suffered at
the Asia Pacific Economic
Co-operation summit, Presi-
dent Suharto ruled out any
talk of autonomy or special
status for East Timor.

Indonesia has also opposed
an independently-observed ref-
erendum in the territory, even
though it clalms that most
East Timorese favour integra-
tion. Thelr argument is a refer-
endum was held tn 1975, but
the UN has not recognised its
validity. Continuing viclence
and fighting in the territory
indicate that the Indonesians
have failed to win over the
East Timorese.

Political analysts and diplo-
mats agree that East Timor is
unlikely to be granted indepen-
dence because Indonesia
believes it would threaten
national unity. Granting inde-
pendence to East Timor could
encourage sepearatist move-
ments in ather parts of the
archipelago.

This may explain why talk of
autonomy or special status for
East Timor has been squashed
by the president. The idea of
national unity is one of the
principles in the state ideclogy
known as Pancasila ("Five
Principles”} ~ and challenging
Puancasiia in Indonesia is akin
blasphemy,

Given these constraints and
taking into account Indonesia’s
reluctance to discuss East
Timor's political status, the
options appear limited. But
unless the military's presence
is drastically reduced and some
degree of political and eco-
nomic control handed to the
East Timorese, the territory
promises to remain a painful
thorn in Indonesia's domestic
and foreign policy.
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