By JAMES M. MARKHAM
ol 40 The Now York Timm
LISEON — Ncwlyumec ethnic Chi-
neza refugees from the former Portu.
guese colony of East Timor say that fam.
ine conditions and somoe fghting have
been continuing there, that
soldiers behave as a harsh occupying
army and that high-ranking oiflcers sys.
ml!il:iuan divert and szl international
e
The aczounts furnished by the refugeey
are current from September to Oct. i,
when the last of them left East Timor.
More recent reports from-East Timer

Second of 0 serfes.

—
-

have said that imternational refef sfforts

survivial,
A woman who got out of the East Timo-
e, it sha paid, b toallag
ochers, pa
roughly 2,000, H .4
wentatoleave, Itls
All the

man put it, '‘they think that Chinesa will
not cause problems for them.” 1t is im-
pasible, they say, for Timorese or the
few Portuguese suranded there to leave.

A Group Apart in East Timor
Like gversess Chinese scanered
around Southeast Asia, those in Timor
were a §roup apart, more interested in
commerce than in polities. Four days of

mtensive interviews here, thvolving 11

were exiremely reluctant to
spuk. and l.ll piexded thet their identl-
ttes and even their dates of lesving be
kepe confidential for fear of Indoresian
reprisals sgainst llmﬂrmemhnwhm

t:mm

A lanky teen-sge buy just arrived in
Ll:tw'n.hm:ibunpwmallvumud
fo answer questions wittl an interpreter
nmated jnldngly that perhaps he lked
Indanesians. The boy smiled siyly
l.nd. barely audlbly, said, “The [ndone-

50 soldiers bekt ug, BUt et TAS awey "’
Asked what after the inva.
ston of DU in December 1973 be said:
{ndenesians

{roat of a house, {ts ocrupents, with the
exteption of women.. were summartly

The refugees interviewed all came

mmdvﬂhpmuid&umcm
, e saldc it is poreel that X pes-
pledieinaday.”

Ammgmaretupu asterticny were

qmmmin:utﬁﬁnmmo;
ganized a system, using sokdlers as

dlemen, to divert Indonesian, Red Cross
and other humanitarian rellef, chiefly

they
Ot getting enough from the big ones
tnrsulingit."nmmmuslw hen asked
to furmish evidence of the
Mdadammr‘ from the
Red Crosyof Australia, they giveitasifle
cama from the IMRMCMBR

they give ouly & little bit to tha peopleand
seil most.”

Refugees From East Timor Report axmne S1tuat10n

The Marw ore Thmes / famnes b, Marshas

Eithnie Chiness from East Tlmor recently joined other refugees, seen practicing songs, a¢ camp outside Lisbo

qLast April the Intzrmational Corsemit.
teeaf the Red Crows {nvited people in Dili
to fill out forms permatting them (o de-
clare w wanted Lo become In-
donesian or citizens; many
opted for Portuguese natlonality, and
many of those who did were
from whatever jobs thay might have held
ag.i.nﬂ. 1 ck o make peopl
“It was a trick to L]

take Indooesiun nationallty,” a young

4Ths refugees said that there wad ilttle
geouing comuperen (o Dil and thae eco-
NOMmis activity centered on selling food to
Indonestan troops garrisaned in the sea.
sids tawrs, The soldiers were depicted as
eager o terve out theif tix-mooth (urs.
tal advantage of tha time to.exort
money and other favors from the local
popuiation, and go home.

SQuestioned intensely, me man in.
stted that when be left il in mid-Octo-

ber planes, which (fom his description | Wl

and drawings appesred to bs small
American-mada Bronco  cbservaton
planes, were conducting bombing s in
the nearty mountains, “I saw wath my
qwn ryes the bornbs brought W the planes
on litte carts,” he said emphatically, He

of } also sald that twice 2 week

transport
plares frem Surabeya, Java, flew out In.
dopestan casualttes that had been ferried

'm ent maintained a good tntormacion pet.

work *‘and lartﬂnl thae happens in Difl

Diversionof Ald Allegsd | they kmaw about.

qmu.ummummuua
world of terTor” full of informers and
spies. Polies units farcibly break up
Mpmmmmmnan
afraid of being arrested for usl.mngm
foreign tadio brosdeasts, mail is =en-
sored, the usaof is

mdl.heﬂmml!nmturmm:\e-
nounced as symipathizers of the guerril.
las by members of an Indonesian-spon-
pwnﬂdﬁlmwuumu

5

Suftering, Toctars, Jail
QOne of the men, sayng ta his brower
had been {alsely denounced a3 a Fretilin
5 : “He sutfered a lot, He
way tormared with electncity, He was in
nil.tor 15 manths, 11 it i a lady, they go

mmﬁtpmaoutbefmuﬂmme-

Saaﬂl refugees said that guerriilas
had surrendered wider an amnesty
pmmmmuﬂlyaﬂwedmmum
30 their bomes bas later “disappesred”
and were believed to have been slaim,

Low.leve! former tembers ware obllged
to serve as scows in the Indomesian
Army, the refugees added.

Last year, according 0 the refugees,
prisoners held in DU were freed and then
fled into the mountans. “They always
[tghe,' s2id 2 womin weo refated that her

1ed ﬂmgmm:-'mommnyheu

BUST: | 4ged to surrender 14 the [ndonesians and

husband, a Portuguese, was seired and! served
taken oo the mountains by Fretiiln —.
the name is an acrenym {rom the Portu-
guese for Revolutiionary Front tor an [n-| the
d:pcadmt East Timar—aiter the 1975 in-
vasion. ""They are weak, tut they do not
care,” sha went o, “Now | do not know
whare my hmaband is. Some-say he is
dead, [ do oot know.”

Whea im outsiders, particn-

tankd apd other military vehicles from
the tovwn, naval vesseis were withdrawn
from sight 2ad soldiers and policemen
went into the streets in plainciothes, pro-
mwhﬂmm'mmn peD-
pleanmu!kln;rthm Padin
journalists go there they are never

a man recounted, ]
the Indomesian President: “And peopie
are forced ta shout *Viva Suhartol” There
piles in muft watching, and it
pet::lesay"anﬂhhcemmeymdnlt

Faw Fixed Political Viaws

Few of the newly arrived Chinese ap-
peared to bave any {ixed politica! views,
Autl.tnuga-hommnuidmtﬂm

e invasicn he was taken into the moun-
muubymegueml!ubenuumqm
pec:edhlmofbeinsammwrutthe

Timor Democratic Union, 3 group thag
{nittaily supported association with Por-
tigal leading gradually to independence,
Dunnchllume!nmemmm.ham
the Force  comtantly
bnmbed:hngmrnllu.lilmdhemm-

remaved | acconding 10 their

served briefly es a seout.

His sentiments seemec to lle maore wnt?
his cnetime Frettlin captors than we
the indonesiang. When they hit yow," h2
s1id of the Indonesians, rising angrily tc

his fest, **you have to say ‘thank you't™
The Chinese maintained that a tight In-
donesian naval blockads and the absencs
ofa sum tradition among the Timo
Tese prevented people from feeing ty
hut.‘radepnnleplly from Timor, they
said, they paid large bribes, which vanec
sutpectad wealth, tc
v [ndonesian colonels, whose names or

documents they showed were

Bam Sang. Usng Indomesian identity
cam.:hevmlbeapu'm!nﬂmny!:

No Bribes — Sometimes

In the- capital, they said, the Portu
Juese-incereses gection of the Dutch Em
baary tsyued them passports
“*And there you do oot have [0 pay anv

colonial raler u‘ Inlhmsmmduding the
western part of Timor. representet
interests n Jakarty siner

Portugal broke diplomatic relations afte:
the unvasion of East Timor.

Further bribes to immigration olficial.
In Jakarta are mquind 10 secuTe d:pﬂr
tare rovn Indonesis, the

manage ta get out {Iy to Slngap:re

‘whenen they toliow a low.cost Aercflot 1:

rouze that takes them through New Delh
and Moscow to Lisbon.
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Is Timor aid
being stolen?

By Jimmy Burns
Special to The Christian Science Monitor
Lishan

According to Timorese relugees just
arriving here. the Indonesian authorities
are embezzling part of the international
aid currently being channeled to starva-
tion-struck East Timor

The refugees allege that Indonesian
officials are keeping some of the donated
food and medical supplies back and then
distributing them to local shopkeepers.
The ald Ls. in turn, sold at hugely inflated
prices rather than given lo the popula-
tion, they say.

These charges are difficult if not im-
possible Lo substantiate. But they appear
to corroborate the views expressed by re-
presentatives of the Americans for
Democratlc  Action (ADA) at last
month’s congressional hearing on East

Thmor. The ADA representatives con-

tended that, given Indonesia’s past

record in Timor, there was a need for in- |

creased moniloring by cutside observers
of the distribution of foreign reltef,
The United States so far has contrib-

| uted appreximately §1.8 million to the In-

ternational Committee of the Red Cross'
relief efforts and $6.9 million in funds and
commodities to the Catholic Relief Ser-
vices, CRS has requested an additiona) §5
million frem the US to be spread over a

tirecyels perice wPlease turn to Page ¥

Is Timor aid being stolen?

“We appeal lo anyane left In the world with
a minimum sense of human rights ta insure
that reliel goes directly to our peaple,” said
S., areflugee who inslsted on remalning name-
less {or fear of reprisais against his famity
He arrived here on Jap. 8 along with four
other men and one woman, the latest group to
have braved a long, costly, and seemingly
dangerous trafl,

Since the Indenesian Invasien of East Ti-
mor in 1973, more than 2.000 Timorese have
arrived in Portugal. Most of them. like § . are
housed in a squalid camp a few miles from
Lisbon belonging to the Portuguese Red
Cross

§. managed Lo escape from Dill, the main
town on East Timor, late last year after pay-
Ing80,000 Indonesian ruptahs ($129) for & visa
and the air ticket to Jakarta. the Indonesian
capital. In Jakarta he pald a further 1,200,000
ruplahs {$1.935} for necessary papers and an
air fare to Lisbon through Singapore.

Heleft Jakarta on a temparary tourist visa
although he arrived in Singapore with a
smuggied Portuguese passport he had bought
for 6,000 rupiahs (39 67} from the Dutch Em-
bassy in the Indonesian capltal (The Dutch
have been carrylng out consular activities for
the Portuguese ever since Portugal broke off
dipiematic relatlons with Indonesta in 1975

S. calculated that half of the total 1,256,000
tuplahs ($2.074) he bad paid went In under-
the-table bribes to Indonestan officials.
*‘There is no other way to get oul." he said. S.
confirmed that a family reunion program
agreed to more than a year aga by the Austra-

lian and Indonesian governments to facilitate
the emigration from Timar of at Jeast 600 peo-
ple bad fizzled completely — without a word
of protest from either side

To his knowledge ne more than 100
Timorese had left because of the program S
believed that none of his fellow countrymen
had attempted leaving by boat, Shipping to
and from East Timor is now closely ton:
trolled by the Indonesian authorities

This is not the only way that officals are
making things difficult. Increasingly. tickeis
and visas are belng distributed to Timorese
judged to be politicaly safe, In other words,
those who would not talk to the press

But is every Timorese trying to get out”?

“U every Timorese who wanied to teave
was allowed to go. only the stones would be
left,” sald 5.

The authorities. clearly fearing the conse-
Yuences of & mass exodus. are clamping down
even on Joopholes,

Refugees instst that starvation still exists
in many parts of East Timor and that tighting
between the Indonesian military and
Fretelin, the Tlmorese liberation movement,
was stil) continuing in the mountains to the
east of the island

The refugees underlined the manipulative
skills of the local autharlties when it came to
visits by Western journalists, Embarrassing
whnesses were temporarily removed during
the period of the visit, while those who re-
malned were toc frightened to talk.

Cleat]y the months ahead will see growing
demands to what is really going on in Ttmor.

Recent events here Indicate that one of the
major initlatives in this respect may come
{rom the Portuguese, who are atready demon-
strating leelings of callective gutlt about their
former colony.

Portuguese President Antonlo Ramatho
Eanes has handed Porlugal's military
watchdog. the Council of the Revolution. a
lengthy dossier on Timor that is belleved Lo
recommend an immediate diplomatic offen-
sive 1o secure a just futtire for the loca! popu-
lation.

The President is obliged by his country’'s
Constitution to bring East Timor to Indepen-
dence. Also this week Portugal's new center-
right government anncunced that the qQues-
tion of Timor would become one of its major
foreign policy involvements over the next few
maonths. According to government sources the
alm is to solve what is increasingly becoming
a burdensome refugee problem here.

Because the Timorese currently living
here possess Portuguese passperts. no inter.
naticnal organization bears responsibllity for
them. The cost of their upkeep and eTganiza-
tion thus fatls on an already stretched Porty-
guese state,

The US. like Portugal. 1s another country
that recently has begun to demonstrate signs
of collective guilt. The indoneslans used US
weapons and relled on US diplomatic support
for the invasion of East Timor in 975
Successive US administrations have consig-
ered Indonesia impaortant because of its sia-
tus as a staunchly anti~communist and ail-
producing nation

The State Department until recently
tooked like being as wrong about East Timer
as about Iran (significantly Indonesia is
nominally an Istamic nation), although Eas:
Timor specialists believe that attitudes are a1
last beginning to change.
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No Bleep on the Moral Rddar

T HE QUESTION of East Timor continues to hover
at the edges of the United States’ political and
moral radar screen. It only begins with the faet that
the place is hard to locate: it's an island—actually,
half an island—in the Indonesian archipelago. Until
things came apart in the mid-1970s, it was an obscure
outpost of the Portuguese empire. In the locals’ strug-
gle for the succession, one side surged ahead and pro-
claimed independence; but barely a week later, the
Indonesian army moved in, using American weapons
and diplomatic support, and annexed it. Indonesia is
currently friendly and anti-communist, a big oil pro-
ducer, the most populous Moslem country iz the
world: all reasons why, informed critics feei, the
United States has mostly averted its gaze from what
Indonesia has been doing to East Timor. What Indo-
nesia has been doing, these critics say, is mercilessly
grinding the people down.

When such reports appear, as they do from time-to
time in the press or at the occasional congressional
hearing, a curious thing happens. Frightful stories
are told of massive numbers of Timorese deaths
caused by the guns or famine-inducing pacification
policies of the Indonesian army. Lately there have
been heart-rending accounts of the brutalization of
ethnic Chinese trying to depart a place where their

community has lived for 100 years. Then the Ameri-
can officials come on, suggesting that the critics’ in-
formation is out of date and perhaps politically
skewed. There is, it is said, no real merit to allega-
tions that the food aid-that has been going into the
country since last year is being diverted or stolen by
Indonesian soldiers. A certain sympathy is solicited
for American efforts to induce the reluctant Indone-
sians to allow international .agencies to distribute
food and to admit a few foreign visitors. East Timor,
after all, has to be fitted into the broader context of
American interests in Indonesia.

East Timor exists'in a geographical eddy and a po-
litical eddy. Indonesia has smarted under the persist-
ent Third World criticism organized by other former
colonies, but it has not smarted enough to make the
changes that would bring the refugee and relief-
agency horror stories to an end. It is very hard to
make a strong claim to push East Timor higher up
the list of American priorities. But it should also be
very hard for American diplomats not to convey to
Indonesian authorities, quietly but insistently, that
an increasing number of Americans are baffled by
Jakarta's policy in East Timor and that it cannot
be in Indonesia’s interest to let the question fester
more. -
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An inleresting campaign has been
shaping up over the past few weeks on
the issue of East Timor, half of an is-
land in the Timor Sea off the north-
west coast of Australia. Neighboritig
Indonesia annexed East Timor shortly
after Portugal granted the place inde-
pendence in 1973, but the 1ndonesians
have_had to spend the past four years
stamping out a teft-wing guerrilla
group that has also putup a strong bid
for control of the territory. The
morese casualiies, [rom war and star-
vation, have been huge. Some com-
mentators are suggesting that the sit-
pation is a kind of UJ.5.-sponsored

Cambodia. The charge tells less about

Timor than it does about certain vani-
elies of American political thinking.
The devastation in East Timor cer-
tainly illuminates some of_the uglier
realities of post-colonial world politics.
1n-1075 Portugal, after its own revolu-
tion, was puiling out of_its colonial
bases and requnsjb_ililies_a'f_gund the’
world, East Timor was one of those
responsibilities; Portugal  precipi-
tafely furned the place over to a covey
of warring political factions, and the
most left-wing of them—called Fretil-
in—soon got the upper hand. The mili-
tantly anti-Communist regime in Indo-
nesia responded, with striking unself
consciousness, by simply 1aking over.
Fretilin resisted; thus the war began.
It has been, by all accounts, a bru-
tal one. It seems that the first incur-
sions by the Indonesians were savage
enough to frighten many Timorese
into fleeing into the country's interior
along-with the guerrillas. Then fear of
.-reprisals and pressure from the guer:’
rillas themselves seem to have kepl
the civilians in the interior, away from
their hones, even
an-controtled areas had become

& Felb.

after the Indonesi- |
mare| L to

and Timor “A A
14T G i
secure. The disruptions of war, includ-
ng bombings, kepl villagers [rom
their fields. Thousands were feit hun-
gry or starving. /

It wasn't until a year ago that Indo-
nesia asked for international aid for
the Timorese, and not till September
that food finally began arriving. By
now reports are that the signs of acute
starvation are gone. But one_not-im-
plausible estimate is that 100,000 peo-
ple, in this territory with a present-
poputation of perhaps 550,000, may
have died during the war Trom hunger
and its attendant diseases.” =]

1t sounds suspiciously like Cambo
dia, some people are saying. And this
‘ one is ours: Indonesia is our ally and
oil supplier, it's American arms that
the Indonesians used to perpetra
- their atrocities.

Well, bad as the situation in East
Timor is, there are 2 couple of fea-
tures of some practical importance
that distinguish it [rom Cambodia

_The US. is putting up most of the\
|, money to relieve the Timorese, and
/ the Indonesians are, however grudg-
¢ ingly and imperfectly, letting the food -
in. The Cambodians would be in con
siderably better shape if the Sovieli/
nion undertook comparable behavior
for itself and its ally.

But more important, it's self-delud-
ing to talk as if the U.S. had the power
any longer to determine the outcome

~of_a situation like Timor. The violence
that has cursed the place is the wholly
unsurprising_nlark_ofiﬂiﬁmiﬁmtmg:
world_order: talk about the evils of
1S, power is likely to hasten that dis<_ |
/, integration, not arrest it. Those wor-
/

-ried about the human costs of such
chaos might do well to start facing up
that connectiorn,
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US role in plight of Timor: an issue that won’t go away

Legisiators take new interest
in Arnerican policy, aid there

By Daniel Southerland
Stalf correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor
Washington

A policy of deliberate indifference to bu-
man rights viotations by Indonesia in the lor-
mer Partuguese colony of East Timor is com-
ing back to trouble the US State Department.

Thanks in part to sporadic press reports
and the testimony of scholars studying the
problem, a small but growing number of con-
Eressmen |s taking an interest in the plight of
the East Timorese,

The congressmen are concerned, Lo start
with, because the Indonesians, in violation of
an arms agreemment with Lthe United States,
used Amencan weapons when they invaded
East Tymor in December 1975 Hut their con
cern alse derives trom humanitarian consid-
craunns Widespread starvation followed the
Indaniesian invasion Accerding to some Be-
counts, it was at one point of a magnitude
comparable to the starvation thai has oc-
curred 1n Cambodia

All of this ix of more than academic koter-
est because, for one thing, American aid in
the form of food and medicine, now is being
sent, through international organizaticas, to
East Timor. The question of adequate moni-
toring to determine that the ald reaches those
it need i5 & live lasue. So is the queston of
whether increased numbers of Timorese
shoutd be allowed to leave the isiand

The Indonesian government blamed the
famine in East Timor on hardships allegedly
caused by Fretilin the Tim
dence movement. The US has pointed to a
comDIfation of  factors, including war,
drought, erogion, and deforestation. Bul refu-

L}

gees and 8 number of other witnetsss from
the island itaelfl bave blamed the lndonestan
ifrvasdim, which, some of them say, included a
deliberate policy of derying lood Lo Fretilin

‘ATamy rate, At one point last year, more
than 200,000 peopie, or two-fifths of the popu-
lation of Eact Timoer, were sald by experts to
be muffering irom malmurition

The Carler adminisiration has proclaimesd
buman right= to be bt the center of Its foreign
policy. To find ot about inmuan rights viola-
tions in Cambodia, the Stale Department has
intensively lnlerviewed Cambodian refugees.
But Francisco Fernandes, a Roman Catholic
priest who served for severa! years as bead of
the Timorese refuger community, said be
knew of Bo aticpl by US afficlals W seek oul
and interview any of the more than 2,000 such
refugees who have been living in Portugal for
the past scveral years.

Even today, wilh ihe magnitode of ihe
East Timor probiemn betier known, refugees
going direclly o the State Department In
Washington with their storics find thal most
olficials there give the bencfit of the doubt Lo
the Indonesians,

*“He acted like a lawyer for the Indane-

The Stale Departmment some time ago re-
duced East Timor to ihe statis of an ald prob-
lem. Allegations from refugees thal Ameri-
can food aid is being diverted for profit by the
Indobesian military compel State Depari-
ment atiention. Bul ooe official conplained
that conclusive specifics were lacking io the
refugee mecoumts. In past situations of this
type, however, specifics have not besn read-
Ity availabie in an atmosphere of military o

servers are led b conclude that what the peo-
ple in East Timer actually think or (ecl seems
10 be of secondary consequence to most State
Department officinls.

What many Timorese would like, at least

Rees and scholars werking on the subject, is
the departure of the Indonesians and control
over Lheir own affairs. The Timorese identity
and languages are distinet trom those of the
Indonegians

But In deferTing 1o Indooesia on this issue,
the Carter admintstration, like the Ford ad-
ministration before IL. appears to have placed

The State Department some
time ago reduced East
Timor to aid-problem status.

big-power cancerns abead of human rights
Indonesin is an anticommunist, largely Mus-
lim, oil-producing natioo with the fifth-largest

ane of the great oations of the world.

US policy toward East Timor bas been
made for the most part by the State Depart-
ment's Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Af-
fairs, beaded by Mr. Holbrooke. The bureau
mosl concerned with buman rights, which is
besded by Assistant Secretary Patricia
Derian, was barely getting organized in 1977
when East Timor policy was first set by the
Carter administration.

However, i was Ms Derian, not Mr
Holbrooke, who was in the position of having

hearing. Mr. Holbrooke let it be known he was
Lo busy preparing for a tTip Lo appear at the
Feb. 6 bearing. He did have the tme, how-
ever, io play host at a bisck-tie dinner Later
the same day

Recenlly. Ms. Derian's bureau has begun
o take a more active interest in East Ttmor

US Rep Matthew McHugh (D} of New
Yorx has proposed holding new hearings on
the monitoring of food distribution in East T1-
mor that would bring in more witnesses from
outside the State

Rep. Tony Hall (D) of Ohio plans later this
week Lo ipiToduce an amendment to the for-
eign aid bill which would urge Indonesis to al-
iow the preas and international relief agen-
cies freer sccems tn Eamt Timor The
resolution also would call oo the Indonesians
o permit, [reer emigration (rom Eact Timor

Rep. Laster Wolft (I3) of New York. char-
man of the House sibeommitiee on Asian and
Pacilic affairs, recently returned trom a brief
trip o East Timor to report that while the

food sifuation in the territory had apparenty
improved, more medical supplies and person-
bel were needed

The Indobesian govermment claims to
have created no obstacles to the departure of
Timorese wbo want to join family members

Timorese leave the island for fear that they
might publicize what has happened there.
Access to East Timor by the news media
remains limited.
Tbe origins of American policy can be

China, thednybetmlhelnvnﬂmofhﬂ'l‘i
mar occurred

Brent Scowcrufl, an Alr Force general who
was Prosiden! Ford's national security ad-
viser at the time, said the Prosident and Sec-
retary did nol encourage the inva
ion but also did not appose it

"1 guess it was imdamentally & matier of
recognizing reality," said General Scowcrolt
“‘We really had no reasonabie options. [§]
mﬂemmmmhm

Benedict Anderson, a Cornell Univergity ex-
pett on Indonesia, the record shows that at
least four separate offers of military equip-
mt.nudedmlhlytwmmed

'* airerafl, were made o
Indonesln during the claimed period of mas-
pension. Professor Anderson also Rrgues with
ibe assertion that East Timor was incapable
of being self-supporting.

A State Departinent official, who asked to
remain unidentified, said Secretary Kisgnger
adopted a policy that was supportive of Indo-
bexia on the Easl Tinor question, in part be-
cause of uncertainties crested in Southeast
Agla ip 1975 by the fall of Baigon. Indonesia re-
mained a staunch and pawerful friend in a sea
of turmoll. And, he sald, the Carter adminis:
tration decided It did not wans to “get into a
contest” with Mr. Kissinger over this. But the
official added that both administrations un-
derestimated Timorese resigiance to the
Invasion.

*“The Indopesians couldn't handie it, bt
they didir’L want to let people kmow how much
they'd botched things, " this official gatd. **So
they just let people starve. ™

""We docided: Let's focus oo the humani:
tarian problems and try to get people in there
io beip,” be continued. “But this shoves a
whole Jot of ethical questions under the rug -

“If has nol been a policy of benign ne
glect.” said another Siate Department offi
cial. “'1t's been a policy of malign neglect
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Oxfam offers helping hand in 80 cou

Deborah Cowley
Special to
The Christian Science Monitor
Oxtord, England
“"We're just a tiny enterprise with a hand-

ul of blokes trying 1o get on with the job," as-

erts Guy Stringer, deputy director of Oxfam,
he international reliel agency based in this
aclent town.

“We're just trying to do the best we can to
elieve buman suffering.”

Whether & is abrlifting supplies to NMood
icitms in northern India, supporting self-
elp projects in Ethiopla, or. sending food to
ambodia,
#iping thousands around the world. Conor
Tulse O'Brien. editor of the Observer
London)calls the group a “‘relatively lean,
nbureaucratic operation, highly effective in
wpportion to its relatively small size.”

Desplteits size — last year's budget barely
eached the £10 million (%20 million} mark -

be agency supports more than 1,000 projects -

n 80 countries.

*“What we're trying to do is not ooly help
wor people achieve the basic needs — food.
ealth, thelter, work. We're trylng tb help
bem become aware of the options they have
n soclety." sayrs Richard Moseley-Witliams,
vho. heads the agency's Latin America

wogram. ; -
Projects under his supervizion this year

ange from a $50,000 grant to improve the
ills of Bollvian potato farmers to a £25.000
lonation to support a fishermen's cooperative
0 Chile. Local participation is a vital part of
Jxtam's support.

To seek out and supervise projects, Oxfam
1as appojated 17 Held directors and 20 assis-
ants who wWork.on the spot in a dozen coum
Tiesof Asia, Afriea, and Latin America.

ntnis way,” explains Asian director Da-
7Ad DePury, “'we.can keep an eye on existing
yrojects and watch for new areas where we
an help. We can also respond 1o local initia-
jves which is an important part of our

Emergency help Is another of Oxfam's
sriorities. In 1960 the group rushad funds and
Hothing to famine victims in the Congo, to
sarthquake survivers in Guatemala in 1975,
India in 1978,
. lnNovember last year, Oxfam
130,000 to the Catholic Relief Service in East
Timeor for food and medical belp to drought
victims,

Oxtam has won a reputation for .

—
—

_Guy Stringer on a visit to Cambodis

And last fall, the organization captured
world beadlines whea it brought relief to thoa-

‘sands hii by the famine in Cambodia. Since
uploading its first shipment of food in Septem-

ber, Oxfam bas shipped over 10,000 tms of

amonth into the relief effort.

Oxiam's widely publicized Cambodian
venture has prompled an avalanche of inquir-
les and donations. Extra staff were hired to
hardle calls reaching 600 a day and to process
the fivod of contributions for Cambodia.

A specinl Christmas appeal from the popu-
lar British children’s television show, *'Blue
Peter,"” raised more than £3 miliion that was

ntries

handed over to Oxfam for its work in
Cambeodta.

Oxfam has a history of bypassing politics
io help the needy. Thirty-seven years ago a
small group of idealists met in Oxford to dis-
cuss the plight of children starving in Nazi-oc-
cupied Greece. Caliing themselves the Oxford
Committee for Famine Relief (later short:
ened to Oxfam). they cotlected $40.000 for
food that they channeled through the Greek
Red Cross,

The campalgn was controversial. how-
ever, and the British government halted it to
avod indirectly helping the German Army

Oxfam plcked up its efforts again after the
war. heiping European refugees. and has
grown apace gince, with 40 regional organiz-
ers tn the United Kingdom and ireland.

It has also spawned offshoot organizations
in'the United States. Canada, Australia. and
Belgtum, which use the Oxfam name but op~
erale independently as autonomous ETOUps.
*“They are linked only in name and in spirit to
the mother organization,” information officer
Sue Roberts explains.

Oxfam's headquarters is a vast network al
offices stretching above a modern shopping
mall oi the edge of town. A staff of 150 carry
out the agency's dual function: premotion and
fund-raising 8t home and nurturing the devel-
opment projects abroad.

Forty percent of its funds come from cash
donations. ofien raised with near-missionary

walks,” a fund-raising venture that cacght
the imagtnation of groups around the world.
Other contributions pour in from the 550
Oxfam shops around Britain which sell
donated used clothing and handcrafts irom
developing countries.
Oxfam has {aced many challenges, but few
could be greater than in Cambodia. In spite of
reports that conditions are lmproving. Guy
St.rmger warns that help Is still deperately

“quu prospects in Cambodia are pot
rosy,’" e says. “‘“The December harvest was
terrible dus to the fighting and excessive rain,
and there won't be a decent crop till next
Decetnber."

He adds that “it's up to us and the various
agencies'™ lo make sure that the Cambodian
people are fed until next December, when it Is
hoped that the farmers will have a better har-
vest.




Refugees say renewed clashes have brought deprivation to the islabd* " :

Reorgan

' Frem Jill Jollifie
"In Lisbun

Sew Aghting has reporledly
| crupted in Poriugal's former .
South-gast Asian coloay of Easy
Timer atcording 16 fefugees
arniving here.

Fighting between Indonesln
secupalion forces and Freulin

pationalisis Teached a peak
early this year, ausiag the
Indézesian Governmenl o de

clare & sule ol emergency.

The refugees claim thil, de
spile  cesmelic improvemenis
by the lngonesisn Covernment,
such as {reer accoss for foreign
journulistg and the admission
of the lnternalionsl Red Crawn,
the plight of the civiMan

pulaticn I3 deterloraling.

heir statement. Bowever, ron-
radict reporis by Red Cross
officials and Jourmalists who
Bave visited the teritory,

The refuges claioks sre hased
on letters from East Timor and
on receat iplerviews wilh Eamt
Timarese in  Poriuyal, who
asked 1hat their zanies be
withheld 1o protest relatives
still in Timor

Thase interviewed spoke of ¢
ferca Aghting In Lhe east of

the island after 3 period early °-

last resistance
reached Ju3 lowest edb sipee
ihe lodonesian lovasion  of
December. 1875. Then, key Fre-

¥ear  wheo

Ulin Jeaders wern killed or |
captured. i
¢ renewed condict appears |

1o sex fram a reorpinisalien
of Frevlin forces wha later
fied 1o Lhe east, wnere {ood

saurces are Ficher than” In °
their former soulh coam basd,” ™

Some refugees say thal ‘the”

Agkting began in August ori

Sepiember, last

year, while
olhers spesk ol

beightened

ised reb
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treasiny ameng the cmillan
populsuos. They showed let
* 1ers which arrived in the wrly
maaths of 1his year qufﬁ;'
family members who had di .t

3 = clalmed that saffering 1 toe
.= Pacific Ocea |

- .

elther {rom sarvadon .doj.
mountain areas inacceusible to
the -ald teams . working lo
Timar, in Indeoesian priacas. |
ar who had Dbean. executed
“sfter purrendeting ta ladeoe
- Hsa sutharities
=3 They Haad many cases of
* {suuiv membert who had come
“dowe from the mountaing 1o
preseni themselves al baone.

{ian comoand posts add had
hes been bot ot 1Aken awdy
.3 by Indonesian securlly peolice
,rand zever saen Agaid.

“ o

w1 The refugees ’ " allege
it thay, in Apr ﬂﬂa.",l.}u inter
. patlonal Red Cros - inviied

. spplicstions iz DI frem Eas
" Timorese who ad to feave
the tgland, Soma ol those inles-
niewed were pradact when the
population swyed 0
areel for twa and.a half days,
he lst elosed,
had applied. H
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claghes lan December, and-of *f {*

1 coup by the resimance, dure
ing vﬁnieh guetrillas lemparar-
Iy took control of Indonesian
asls nesr the eastern lowns of -
yenijale and Bayciu, carrying
off supplies ol Indonesian Aved-

pom,. - i

A letier dated Dicemnber 18,
1979, says: " Thia hall-sland,.
covered blood, bis beéen the
scene, for some months, of a
|Aere aod bloody siruggie. in

1"". '“.;. £ s T a o Rt Ing tnereasing ardship: letters
'\Q. Y R e Tl i B s ';--_‘I’-".‘_u *to families l: Poregat:ber ipr
Timar, where Sghting has worsened the plight of :_Iyllhns';m'p?;g‘}:‘?-‘:? L ';‘n::‘“m,n.‘.'_

ered by - thic demanstrs.
., '%on, the Indanedan Gorverp.
'y @ment fest day lﬂlhﬂshtll L)
‘ 2 clarlficationy tel he Easi¢
Timorese thal oaly*those with |
relatives in Portugal were elig+|
ible tu leave, and tha: ihe|

Portuguese Government had e
1med to sceepl oihers 2

This was re Decen-

ber, when' lq]::laiu(u Defence

Minister, Mr Jusut, fad ‘DAl °

L, wAd addressed the i public’ a1}

" the eltr sportrxrou L
. : R _intermationy) || lay.” the
=~ East Timorese-are™all “Porte-

.bound 1o gecept tham. ?nrm-l
mitse A
474, deay that ey are unwilliog 10!
o ey atr2pl the Timoress! ©
», Heprisals . were) later ‘ﬂpnrl‘l
fod.lr taken i aguiase thote ~whe
-+ had signed w leavs. -All were
A lalleudhr eepduﬂ.n.l.lm A
: b %D z ‘SRIeperty
iy | " As g Tesult the populs-
tion of Dill may'be-experient

Ry
3

4 seized.

vall of .ihe castern 0e — .

amazing, after four 1:-:1,' and
another of Jaguary 8 \bis ysar;
“Tha sitwation ia ilbe interior
of the slapd is very stormy...
durinp the New Year jsason,
Dill was placed ugder s sale
of milury alert agalost sl
! eventuslities.”

There were uncandrmed re

s from Jakara that the
ndonesian  Governmenst  hag
sent reinforcements 10 Timot,
1o defiance of UN resolulions.
Although this claim bas not
been subsuantiated, army off-
c1ali admitied at the end of
Februzry thit mopping up
camplighs were underway un

Vma

Goveramest, Jed by Dr Frans
, ciseo Sa - Carmeiro, uhat proe
falt, bul Exst Tlmorese serving, mial to act on Exst Timor.-A
wilth the lndoaesian Army had staieinent of Government- Io:
10:4 her only the heads of tentions exn y - be

ee claimed. “] Xoow. because lndopesian soldiers — decapl erpecied rsoonc* ugal t om

lived pear DIl cemetery, tnd 1aied by pro-Fretilin mountain. diplomatic relatlons: wilh

it was regularly cordoned off iribesmen - were Dbeing” Indonesis afiar the invasica ln
ter mibtary fuserals™ She smaid brought from the mountains 1§75, but the new policy will
Timotese were lorpidden 10 go for burial almest certainly. mean tlking
pear the cemetery duriog bur-  All the refugees inierviewed 1o lodomesia 0 ¢ %
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the eas! ol the haland.
“The Indopesizns had mapy
deaths in Uecember,” ode relu




liberation movements
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East Timor
Fretilin survives, grows

Recent reports from East Timor once again
contradict Indonesitan claims to have con-
quered the istand nation.

Both refugees and sources within the Indo-
nesian mlitary have leaked news concerninga
major Fretilin attack on the outskirts of Dili,
the occupied capital, on the night of June9-10.

At the same time, there are reports of an im-
pending Indonesian offensive against the guer-
rillas, possibly accompanied by international
diplomatic inittatives.

The Fretilin attack in June greatly shook up
Indonesia’s military command, which had
thought it had the liberation forces pinned
‘down to a few regions in the island’s rugged
mountain interior and had demoralized the
irebel forces by killing their president, Nicolau
Lobato, Jan. 1, 1979. The guerrilla attacks,
while not the only ones to cccurduring the last
iyear, have broken through Indonesia’s infor-
mation blockade and have once again set up
rippies of discontent inside the Indonesian
military and, according to reliable sources,
high into the officer corps.

Indonesia moved into East Timor after Por-
'tugal, the colonial power for nearly four cen-
turies, withdrew following the 1974 coup in
Portugal. Indonesia formally annexed the ter-
ritory in 1976, although theaction hasnotbeen
formaily recogmized by Portugal. Fretilin (the
Revolutionary Front foran Indepeadent East
Timor) has been waging armed struggle to win
indépendence without tiestoeither Portugal or
Indonesia.

s

b ¢

RESISTANCE REORGANIZES

The guerrilla actions foilow reports that
earlier this year several hundred Indonesian-
trained East Timorese local police defected
en masse with their weapons. They reportedly
took to the mountains, where they are believed
to have joined with Fretilin, The liberation
force's leadership remains mostly intact and
organized despite serious setbacks following
massive Indanesian air-and artifcry attooks in
1972.and 1978 that forced over 300,000 people
to come oul of the mountainsinsearch of food.
These people remain today in concentration
camps where they are fed by the International
Red Crossand the Catholic Relief Services, the
latter getting nearly all its $7 million {rom the
U.S. government: The large-scale police defec-
tion was viewed as an organized action demon-
strating continued Fretilin allegiance among
the population.

_ The Indenesian forces, lackingany means of
winning people to accept the occupation, have
responded to the latest events with attempted
terronzation of the people. There are reports
that the Indonesian military several weeks ago
arrested more than 100 people. Four of these
were considered likely “pro-Fretilin clements”
and were executed at the top of a hill, after

.which their bodies were kicked down to the
bottom in a highly populated area. More
recent accounts indicate that the corpses have
'been left for manydays, perhapseven weeks, as
a grim reminder to the inhabitants of Dili that
they face a continued life of fear while the oc-
cupicrs remain,

In the past week, information has surfaced
that indicates a major new Indongsian offen-

Ot 15, BO

. Brunei
Malaysia
L J

Dcussi Ambeno

- East ~
mmmmm

sive may be underway. involving up to 20,000
troops. The aim is to locate and destroy what
the Indonesian government claims are “scat-
tered remnants” of the guerrillas, but which in
reality is the still well organized and effective
East TFimorese Liberation Movement and
People’s Armed Forces (FALANTIL).

Indirect evidence of significant develop-
ments comes from the fact that the Indone-
sians have not yet renewed the permit for the
International Red Cross, This permit, which
allows only the presence of one Swiss doctor
and spouse, is due to expire in mid-October. If
it lapses, there will not'be even one outside ob-
server on the island—even though the Red
Cross personnel are sworn to secrecy about
political events in the arcas where they operate.

Shortly after the reeént news on Fretilin acti-
vities, a flurry of diplematic events aiso took
place. On July 25 the New York Times in-
formed its readers of “reports that Pertugal
may offer to resume iis stewardship of East
Timor if Indonesia can be persuaded to pull
back.” The Times went on to notethat such 2
plan is “a long shot course, but even Jakarta
may now be willing to reckon the costs of a
messy war with a stubborn peuplc

The Portuguese dlplomauc initiative seems
to result from a series of developments. Most
important are the continuing Fretilin military
activity and the international dipiomatic em-
barrassment which the wariscausing the Indo-
nesian government and its U.S. and European
military backers. The Portuguese offer to re-
sume control, however, would threaten the
possibility of a Fretilin victory if Indonesia
pulled out.

Information from Lisbon suggests that
further intrigues are underway to attempl to
prevent a Fretilin victory. Among the 3000
East Timerese refugees living in abhorrent
conditions outside Lishon, the Portuguese
governmentihas heen encouraging the organi-
zation of numerous “liberation” movements
and parties. Lisbon apparently hopes that the
Jakarta military regime will recognize the
various movements, aliowing them to partici-
pate in some form of election under thecontrol
of Indonesia, According to this plan, the etec-
tion would be along the lines of the “act of free
choice™ carried out by Indonesiain West irian
(West New Guinea) in 1969, In that affair, the

- -

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

EAST TIMOR

Featuring: Noam Chomsky, Admiral Gene LaRocque, and specialists” {
from Australia, Sweden and Portugal, as well as representatives from
the East Timor Liberation Movemnent.

Monday, October 20
Community Church in New York

10:00 am-5:00 pm
40 East 35th Street

- 8:00 pm Concert for East Timor featuring folk music of Asia.

Furﬂ'nqr information: (212) 964-6730
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UN was pressured to sanction the vbte of a few
hundred village and tribal chiefs, who sat
under the watchful eyes of the military as they
voted. Not surprisingly, the vote was unani-
mous in favor of Indonesia. Within months,
however, the West Irians had begun active re-
sistance and are now fighting for cultural and
economic 'rights, led by the Free Papua
Movement.

The attempt to create adiplomaticdiversion
in East Timor may also have its sources in
Washington and Jakarta; itiis highly unlikely
that such an initiative would have been forth-
coming from Lisbon alone. Indonesia has re-
portedly decided to run for the leadership of
the Nonaligned Nations in 1982, and would
like to make some gesture toward resolving the
East Timot question 50 as to avoid an embar-
rassing attack by Cuba, Mozambique, Angola
and several other African countries, as well as
perhaps from Vietnam. If the Indonesian can-
didacy were too cihntroversial because of the
genocidal war against the East Timor peaple,
many third world governments might ask
Jakarta to withdraw in favor of a more neutral
natiomn.

The latest reports indicate that Jakarta has
temporarily rejected the Portuguese offer of
talks. Nonetheless, something is still under-
way; a high-ranking Indonesian officer recent-
ly made a secret visit to Lisbonand it seems al-
most certain that East Timor was the topic
under discussion.

AMSTERDAM CONGRESS

Fretilin’s military gains, meanwhile, have
been supplemented by increasinginternational
support. In Amsterdam, for example, more
than 250 people attended aninternational con-
gress in support of the East Timorese libera-
tion struggie Sept, 27-28. Representatives
from England, France, Portugal, West
Germany, Denmark, Sweden and Finland
joined the newly-formed Dutch East Timor
Committee, the Dutch Indonesia Committee
and the May 20th Youth Movement, a new or-
ganization of progressive Moluccans living in
Holland.

The 46,000 Moluccan people in Holland are
descendants of a procolonial movement at the
time of Indonesian independence in the 1940s,
May 20 is the day of a'massive pro-Fretilin
demonstration in the East Timor capital of Difi
in 1975 and, not coincidentally, the date of the
founding in 1920 of the Indonesian Commun-
ist Party {PKI). The conferenccaudience heard
several speakers update the situation in East
Timor and criticize the governments of Hok
land and the U.S, for their complicity in the
deaths of up to 300,000 people in East Timor
and the creation of a major famine in thecoun-
try in 1979.

The most enthusiastic ovation was reserved
for Fretilin Central Committee member Abilio
Araujo, who announced that Fretilin would
not be misled by international intrigues and
that the armed struggle would continue and
expand. Political work within the refugescom-
munity would also continue, he noted.

Araujo further annbunced that Fretilin had
lodged charges against Indonesia at the Peo-
ple’s Tnbunal in Rome. The Tribunal, an out-
growth of the Bertrand Russell Tribunals, af-
firms the rights of peopleand nationsto human
rights and liberation. The People’s Tribunal is
to take place in Lisbon in January and will re-
present a further step in the winning of support
for Fretilin among liberation movements and

-with progressive organizations in the West.

RICHARD FRANKE |
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U.S. activists try to break
silence on East Timor

NEW YORK—'"'East Timor is where
the world's worst war—in terms of
the percentage of the population
killed—is now raging,”’ said Ad-
miral Gene LaRoqgue of the Center
for Defense Information. It is also
the site of widespread starvation
and disease. Yet most Americans
have scarcely heard of this island
in the Pacific Ocean. “‘In contrast
to the news coverage given to prob-
lems in Cambodia,’”’ noted Noam
Chomsky, ‘‘the American media
have largely maintained silence
about East Timor,” which Indo-
nesia invaded in 1975 with Ameri-
can arms and tacit approval.

Chomsky and 200 other activists
met in New York last week for a
two-day conference sponsored by
the Asian Center to coincide with
the opening of the annual UN de-
bate on East Timor in the Decolon-
ization Committee.

Scholars reported that at least
one-third of the 600,000 native
Maubere people have died since In-
donesia invaded the former Portu-
guese colony. Recent refugees say
that defolianis now are causing ex-
tensive crop failures. ‘‘In Novem-
ber 1979, the food situation was
worse than Biafra,’’ said Arnold
Kohen of the Washingion-based

{ East Timor Research Center. Food

aid now finally has been allowed to
enter the territory, but Indonesia
still does not permit international
agencies 10 oversee its distribution.

‘*Some aid programs help the
Indonesians more than the Timor-
ese,’’ said James Dunn, an Austra-
lian diplomat. “The food goes to
soldiers short on rations. Or the
military sells the supplies to the na-
rives.”’

But despite their monopoly of
food aid and their U.S. arms sup-
plies, the 30,000 Indonesian troops
have not been able to defeat the
3,000 soldiers fielded by Fretilin,
the East Timorese Liberation Front.
In fact, East Timor is fast becom-
ing Indonesia’s Vietnam. ‘“‘Indo-
nesian soldiers do not know our
mountainous terrain,’’ said Jose
Ramos-Horta, Freulin's represen-
tative to the UN, *“'and they face a
nostile population.’”” "Some Indo-
nesitan troops reportedly try 1o
avold tours of duty in East Timor.
According to Ben Anderson, a
Cornell scholar, *‘Officers have
' been attacked by their men.”’

Im Coamtarnihar DAartsiral the l"nr-

mer colonial ruler, urged the U.S.,
Indonesia and other countries to
confer about the territory’s future,
raising cautious hopes of a nego-
tiated political settlement. The call
for talks is believed to reflect
Fretilin’s success in lining up diplo-
matic support from Brazil and the
newly independent Portuguese-
speaking countries of Africa. ‘*We
believe that Mozambigue and oth-
ers quietly encouraged Portugal to
make this move,"" said Ramos-
Horta.

Conference participants agreed
that the U.S. role is crucial for any
ceasefire effort, since it supplies
arms to Indonesia, ostensibly be-
cause the country is a major oil
producer. Bul as two speakers
pointed out, only 6 percent of Am-
erican oil now comes from Indo-
nesia.

Congress has already held sever-
al hearings on East Timor, though
it is hardly ready to cut off military
assistance to Indonesia. This year
the House approved humanitarian
ald and emigration rights for the
Timorese, but defeated a stronger
resolution, sponsored by Rep.
Tom Harkin of lowa, that called
for self-determination *for East
Timor and the withdrawal of in-
donesian troops.

But the activists are not discour-
aged. ‘‘We're beginning to create
doubts now about the U.S. posi-
tion in the highest government cir-
cles,’’ said anthropologist Richard
Franke. **This 1s animportant time
in which we can have an impact.”’

- —Joanna Foley
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From page 1

US might have averted

[ ] ] - ¥

tragic Timor takeove US might have averted tragic Timor takeover
g : AR . of inforplatien cantained in the documents. perts to be suffering from severe malnyri-
By Daniel Southerland =~ " ' “© -EPTTF:.? '17,-.- srnment contended that tion. As many as 100,000 inhabitants pn the
Staff correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor  its relations’ with Indonesia would be island may have died of starvation or been

Washington damaged by publication of material in the killed.

The United States might have been able to prevent book t&t" lt;hfnith the fate of Portuguese The Australian documents reveal that
Indonesia’s catastrophic invasion of the territory of East Timer.x* * g, there was debate among high-ranking Austra-

lian officials prior to the invasion as to the
wisdom of supporting such an action by Indo-
nesia, a huge, strategically located, oll-pro-
ducing nation. A secret document prepared
by a division of the Department of Defense,
for example, discloses that this department
early on argued that all parties accept an in-
dependent state in Portuguese Timor.

The document contends that *“If Indonesia
could be persuaded to accept the unpalatable
reality of Fretilin and the major switch of
policy involved in acceptance of an indepen-
dent state, there could be prospect of fruitful
talks, with Indonesia in a strong position to
establish major influence in the territory.”

Indeed, the document asserts that ““if the
Indonesians were skillful in their political
policy, this course would offer them after the

5,
Timor five years ago, according to newly available In on&of the documents obtained by the
Australian documents. Monitor, Australia’s then ambassador to
At the same time, a former US intelligence officer who Indonesia, R. A. Woolcott, argued in a cable
was intimately familiar with the situation at the time In August 1975 that the United States *‘might
supports the view that the US could have persuaded the bave some influence” on Indonesia, as that
Indonesians to refrain from invading. country “really wants and needs United
“We had lots of time to.move the Indonesians in a dif- States assistance in its military re-equipment
ferent direction,” said this source, a former US Central Programme."
Intelligence Agency officer who agreed to discuss the  But Mr. Woolcott said that US Ambassa-
question with the understanding that his name not be dis- dor David Newsom told him he was under
closed. ‘“Instead, we_ got right on the Indonesian instructions from Secretary of State Henry A.
bandwagon." | w personally notw:f" in;lilvfngimsell in
The official Australian documents dealing with Timor 4 ons on Timor oneslans
and other subjects are the focus of court actions that 'on the grounds that the United States is in-
could pre-irﬁ:;t thelr further distribution in Australia. But Yolved in Wﬂ': G . oty Bhgw-
while the High Court in Australia barred a new book enti- CIBERE 3% present.
tled “Documents on Australian Defense and Foreign _ The Australian ambassador sald Mr.
Policy 1968-75," the court did not prohibit the publication Newsom's attitude was that the US “‘should

* Please turn to Page 6
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keep out of the Timor situation and allow
events to take their course."”

""His somewhat cynical comment to me,"”
continued Woolcolt, ‘““was that if Indonesia
were (o intervene, the United States would
hope they would do so ‘effectively, quickly,
and not use our equipment.’ **

But as now Is well documented, in the inva-
slon of Dec. 7, 1975, the Indonesians did use
American equipment. And because of the
heavy resistance they met from Timorese
guerrillas, their invasion was neither quick
nor immediately effective. In the end, the
Indonesians had to resort to considerable
bombing and strafing and what some wit-
nesses described as a program of deliberately
denying food to supporters of Fretilin, the
Timorese independence movement.

The starvation that Iullqw_pd the invasion,
according to some accounts, was comparable
to that in’ Cgmbodia. At last year,
more

passage of some years good prospects of
peaceful absorption of the territory or at least
unchallengeable dominance there."

The former CIA official who had followed
the situation in detail at the time said the ar-
gument some American officlals made —
which was that East Timor was not a viable
entity — was not convincing.

"It would have been a viable entity if we
and some other governments made clear to
the Indonesians there would be a price to pay
if they went ahead and invaded,'’ he declared.

In October of this year, 10 US senators, ina
letter to Secretary of State Edmund S.
Muskie, spoke of reports of continued fighting
in East Timor, the jailing of large numbers of
political prisoners, and the concern of the sen-
ators about prison conditions and the fact that
families who were separated during the con-
flict in East Timor have been unable to be
reunited. Many thousands of Timorese desire
to join their relatives living abroad, the letter

sald, yet few have begnallowed 1o leave.
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Communist dogma gets plenty
of lip service in the new
African nation. Still, free
enterprise and capitalism are
making a rapid comeback.

MAPUTO, Mozambique

Five years after winning indepen-
dence from Portugal, this Marxist na-
tion of 10 million people is steering a
common-sense middle course between
Communism and free enterprise.

Mozambique remains an authoritar-
ian Marxist state with close ties to Mos-
cow, and no change seems likely.

But at the same time, the longer this
country’s revolution endures, the more
apparent becomes the determination
of 46-year-old President Samora Ma-
chel to approach each issue on a practi-
cal basis aimed only at getting results.

Fast falling into disfavor are the rev-
olutionary slogans, ideological fervor
and lengthy political meetings that ac-
companied the takeover by the Com-
munist Frelimo (Mozarnbique Libera-
tion Front) movement in June, 1975,
after an 11-year war to end Portuguese
colonialisn. | 1

Far from extending its already con-
siderable control over the economy,
the government now appears bent on
reducing it. In the process, Machel is
reviving the previously maligned—and
nearly dead-—private sector.

Aid is being sought wherever it is
available—and far more is arriving
from Western nations than from the
Communist bloc. Trade ties remain
firmly linked with Western markets,
and controversial economic bonds with
neighboring South Africa are being
maintained. Even multinational corpo-
rations are being wooed. Repeated So-
viet efforts to establish a naval base
here have been rebuffed,

Looking to U.S. This is a far cry from
the fear, chaos, economic turmoil and
mass exodus of whites that accompanied
the Portuguese departure in 1975.

Machel’s relatively moderate stance
as a Marxist leader has had little impact
on the United States. Aid from Ameri-
ca since 1975 has totaled less than 13
million dollars, with nothing at all the
last three years. Mozambicanos are bit-
ter about this lack of attention. Says In-
formation Minister José Luis Cabaco:
“What we want from the United State}
is equal treatment. Relations with
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Washington certainly are improving,
but we are still on your blacklist. What
have we done?P It seems to us that our
real offense is simply to be a Marxist
state in Africa.”

In contrast, Machel's ties with the
Soviet Union and the Communist bloc
of nations generally have run smoothly
despite his steady drift away from strict
application of Marxist ideology.

About 1,100 Russians—half of them
military advisers—are here along with
1,000 East Germans and 700 Cubans.
Meoscow provides all of Mozambique's
military training and weapons, 2,000
students study free in Cuba, and trade
with the Soviet bloc is rising fast.

Cuban aid is particularly appreciat-
ed. José Catorze, editor of Maputo's
major newspaper, Noticias, says: “The
Cubans have three things we value—
the language similarity, the recentness
of their revolutionary experiences and

President Machl. center wlth wide bolt. Is rnovinn his
Marxist natlon toward closer relations with the West.

their Third World background, which
helps them expect less when thev
come to work with us.”

Soviet aid wins fewer plaudits. There
is resentment because Soviet ships fish
in Mozambican waters, sell their catch
in Western nations for hard currency
and then refuse to share
the proceeds.

Most Western diplo-
mats here believe Mo-
zambique is not a Soviet
cat's-paw. Says one: "Fre-
limo was a nationalist
movement long before it
became Marxist. It hasn't
forgotten its origins.”

Machel is not without
opposition. About 1,000
insurgents—dissident Fre-
limo members and blacks
who formerly served with
the Portuguese colonial
Army—now are operating
in the central provinces,
apparently with aid from
South Africa. Mozam-
bique and Zimbabwe now
plan joint military actions
against the rebels.

Here in Maputo, the
capital and principal port
on the Indian Ocean,
time seems to have stood
still in many ways since
the hasty Portuguese de-
parture. The broad tree-
lined streets are largely
empty of traffic, small
stores stand shuttered,
buildings remain unfin-
ished and factories are
é abandoned.

There is no doubt that
this is a Marxist nation. All
private education and the
private practice of law and medicine
are banned. More than 2 million peas-
ants have been herded into communal
villages. The press is tightly controlled,
and religious freedoms are severely re-
stricted. A tough internal-security sys-
tem, masterminded by East Germans,
has been set up.

About 5,000 social and political mis-
fits are receiving “re-education” in five
camps scattered around the country.
“We learned the value of discipline
during our armed struggle,” says Ma-
chel. “We are going to implant iron dis-
cipline everywhere.”

At a camp named Chicomo, about
200. miles north of here, some 750
men, mostly in their 20s, are spending
three or more years farming, learning
to read and write and listening to polit-
ical lectures. But in spite of the Spartan
conditions, morale seems high.

These camps, a sore point in rela-
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_tions between Maputo and V' | hing-

ton, accouni, in part, for the iack of

U.S. aid here. Another tactor 1s the
state's crackdown on the 1.E-million-
member Roman Catholic Church.
Most bishops and priests sided with
Portugal before independence. Since
coming to power, the regime has na-
tionalized church lands, schools, hospi-
tals and funeral parlors. It also has
closed many churches and -ensors all
religious publications. Some GO0 priests
have been forced to leave the country.
“I know we are criticizec in America
for lack of human rights,” Cubago says.
“Yet Frelimo led this country to inde-
pendence, which is the main human
right, and has improved ecneation and
health care. These are rigiits which no
one had here in the past v hen the U.S.
was backing our enemy [Portugal].”
Signs of advances, There has been
progress. The number of children in
schools has tripled sirc: indepen-
dence. The entire popul::on has been
inoculated against smali ox, cholera
and measles. The government hopes
such advances will imgpress the US.
and that Congress will resume aid.
Although streets in Muputo bear the
names of Marx, Lenin and other Comi-
munist heroes, Mache! seems deter-
mined to lead his nation away from
doctrinaire economics and to adopt
more-pragmatic policies

Mozambiqgiie
In
Brief

r V ‘:ﬁfi"
Population—10.1 million In “E*F
mid-1979, or about 'he same
as Ohio, and growing at an
annual rate of 2.4 percent.

Land area—303,762 square
miles, or almost twice the size
of California.

Economy—Qutput of goods
and services of about 2 billion
dollars in 1978, o $198 per
person. This compares with
$9,700 in U.S. for ‘hat year.

Employment—Three fourths of
work force involved in agricul-
tura and 37,000 smployed in
Sauth African goid mines.

Foreign trade—In 1978, latest
year available, exports of 176
million dollars and imports of
528 million. Ma:n exports are
cashew nuts, fish, cotton and
tea. Principal imports are ma-
chinery, oil, iron and stesl.*
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Machel mounted an anticorruption
drive early this year that resulted in
the disgrace of 100 Frelimo party
members. In April, he announced a

, major government reshuffle, sacking

several ministers for incompetence.
Nearly half the cabinet members are of
Asian or European descent.

It is permissible for the press to criti-
cize such facts of life as the long queues
that gather daily outside food stores.
But the system that produces them re-
mains above such reproaches.

Unlike recent efforts by Prime Minis-
ter Robert Mugabe in Zimbabwe to en-
courage whites to stay, Frelimo leaders
were determined to break completely
with colonial Portugal when they came
to power. Most of the 250,000 Portu-
guese left. Some returned later, and
about 20,000 Portuguese are here now.
But the country still suffers from the
loss of skills and expertise.

By necessity, Machel has been forced
to turn to the young and inexperi-
enced. A 39-year-old former soldier
with no economic training is governor
of the central bank. The editor of the
leading newspaper is 30. The state en-
ergy agency is run by a 34-year-old.

The problem is not just one of inex-
perience. Fewer than 10 percent of
the people could read and write at in-
dependence, and illiteracy remains
widespread. The situation is so bad that
Machel recently complained
that party politicians are inca-
pable of reading the country’s
Constitution and that workers
cannot understand Frelimo

directi. s or written instructions 3n
how to . serate factory machinery.

This a: sence of skills and educa=on
is devastating the economy. Some =2x-
amples: With only 200 of 7,500 skilied
railway workers remaining, it is taking
two vears to repair a 50-mile track: on
a newspaper staff of 30, only three are
trained for their work; a lack of spare
parts and mechanics keeps a fourtk: of
Maputo's cars off the road.

Three fourths of the work force is in
agriculture. But although preducticz 1s
rising, it is at nalf the 1973 level. Com-
sequently, this nation of fertile land =as
had to spend more than 200 millson
dollars on food mports in the last four
years. Industrial cutput also is well De-
low preindepenc.ence levels.

The net effect s a trade deficit that
has mounted to 1 3 billion dollars since
1976 and a balanc -of-pavments deficit
of 750 million.

Free-enterprise ole. In an attempt
to rebuild the ravazed economy, the
government now is brewing an eco-
nomic hodgepodge, combining state
ownership of major ndustries with a
healthy dose of old-f shioned caprital-
ism for small businesses.

In announcing in mid-March meea-
sures to improve labo- productivity,
boost farm earnings, force state firms
to show a profit and revive the private
sector, Machel made cle.r that Marxist
dogma no longer will determine eco-
nomic policy. “Private erterprise,” he
said, “has an important rc e to play in
our country.”

Although Machel may .k to the
East for political inspiration, he seeks
trade in the West. The U.S. s the larg-
est purchaser of such exports 1s cashew
nuts and tea while South Ai-ica is the
largest supplier of imported g >ods.

Officials in Maputo base pclicies on
state self-interest and continue to culti-
vate an extensive relationsh.p with
South Africa despite giving lip service
to the battle against Pretoria™ strict
policy of apartheid—separation >f the
races. There are, for instance, 7 300
Mozambicanos working in South Afri-
can gold mines, and the money they
send home is a vital source of Mo zam-
bique’s foreign exchange.

With a per capita income of 3140,
the emphasis in Mozambique todzw is
on the practical. Not long ago, visttors
to the central bank were greeted &va
sign that read, “Down with Caprtal-
ism.” It has been replaced by one ccn-
demning racism. This is a small charps.
but it is one more indication of Mozaxm-
bique’s new concern for the hard reals-
ties that confront a fledgling nation. ]

Robin Knight, the magazine's corre-
spondent in Africa, wrote this report.
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January 24, 1980.

Dear Arnold,

Thanks very much for the material recently sent. I'll
forward the copies to Hannu Reime as you asked for. Let me
give you his address also:

Merimiehenkatu 32 B 39,
SF-00150 Helsinki 15
Suomi-Finland.

Recently I have been sending a lot of letters on Timor
to the press, and quite a few of them have been published.
I'1l make copies of these and send them to you next week
for your reference. Still it is very difficult to get across
with the big papers, such as Politiken and Berlingske Tidende.

To give just one example, the latter pPrinted a small telegram
of 8 lines on Timor in November last Year. Immediately, I wrote
a small letter referrring readers to your book as well as to
Chomsky-Herman. I noted that the book was available in one
Copenhagen book shop. My letter was rejected because of the
reference to one specific shop., I wrote a new letter deleting
the sentence that they did not like, but it came back once again:
This time too much time had gone by since the original story!

I wrote them an angry letter whereupon they finally printed my
letter of about 25 lines -- after a delay of four-five weeks.

50 you =EEm see, it is not all that easy. But of course you know
all about that.

Another problem is that I am seem to be the only person in
the whole country that is writing letters on Timor. And my
published letters elicits no comments from anybody, so far.
Thus, it is difficult to keep the issue alive.

Anyway, on the back of this letter you will find a recent
article from the London Observer. And let me also take this
occasion to send you all the best wishes for the new year.

Sincerely,

G fG?LQAA

Torben Retbgll.



TurN ove dl

Btalin expelled Xugusiavid
from the Cominform or the
garly 1950s when there were
30 Sovier divisions massing
1 the Hungarian-Yugoslav
order, ;

Today there are only six
divisions in Hungary north
and west of Budapest, far
jway from the Yugoslav bor-
ger, and Hungarians suggest
shey may not be totally reli-
sble for military intervention
against a brotherily State. in
Hungary last October 1 was
told by one Hungarian closely
involved with the Russian
forces thar most Soviet sol-
diers mellowed within
months of staying in the
country, feeling embarrassed
to be considered occupying
forces.

The Hungarian Army,
which has become a national
force in the past decade, may
uot only refuse in its own
interest to assist Soviet troop
movements towards the
Yugaslav frontiers, but-could
even make a stand to prevent

em.

The encirclement of Yugo-
slavia from the east from
Romanja is out of the ques-
tion. Yugosiavs say there is
a military pact established by
President Tito and President
Geausescu to defend their
cbuntries ’ independence
against any outside interven-
tio

n.
In the past few days con-

[

LAZAR KOLISEVSKI:
Due to hand over this
summer.

.sultations have taken place

in Washington and Belgrade
between senior members of
the Yugoslav and American
General Stafis, following
President Carter’s pledge last
week to defend Yugoslavia's
independence.

PETER RISTIC reports from
Belgrade : Arrangemenis for
the post-Tito era in Yugo-
slavia have been clear for
years—but there are big
doubts as to whether they
will work.

The plan is that there
should be no successor to
Tito, the man who has ruled
the country for more than 30
years. His powers — seen as
iying somewhere between
the executive authority of
an American President and
the ceremonial role of a
mere figurehead — will be
vested in a group of politi-
cians.

The two organisations cru-
cial to this power-sharing are

residency is elected from
1is region or republic for
five years. Every year the
members appoint a vice-
president to sit in the chair
and arrangemeetings.

With Tito pgone, Lazuar
Kolisevski, the Vice-Presi-
dent, would be the man to
carry out all the protocol
functions of a president.

In keeping with the
principle that all jobs should
rotate among the republics
and regions, Kolisevski is due
to hand over to someone else
this summer.

The party Presidium, now
a 24.man body elected every
four years with Tito as its
head, is the most important
institution in the country.

Each republic and region
has a representative in the
Presidium and there are 15
other members, including the
head of the Army. The pre-
siding member would there-
fore be the leading member
of the party. ] ;

At present the posidon is
held by 60-year-oid Stevan
Doronjski, but in October his
gne-year term is up and he
will hand over 1o another
elected member.

The question is how long
such a collective and rotaang
leadership principle can exist
without someone emergInNg
as a leader.

Indonesian troops
supplies for the starving’

from JIMMY BURNS in Lisbon

FOOD and medical sup-
plies for famine hit East
Timor are being diverted
to Indonesian troops and
shopkeepers, according to
efugees arriving in Por-
tagal.

= About £7 million of aid is
Being organised by the Ameri-
dan.based Catholic  Relief
Service and the International
Committee of the Red Cross.
A United States Congres-
sional Hearing last month
was told the organisations
had little controi of distribu-
tion.

The Catholic Relief Ser-
vice was treating an estl-
mated 240,000 Timorese, for
malnutrition and  various
diseases, while the Red Cross
plans to help another 60,000.
All relief work in the former

Portueuese colony is being
supervised by .only four
foreizn field workers,

‘We appeal to anyone left
in the world with a minimum
cense of human rights o en-
surc thay relief goes directly
to our people,’ said a refugee,
who preferred to remain
anonymous as his family 1is
stll in East Timor.

He arrived 1n Portugal

with four other men and one
woman. Since the Indonesian
invasion. of East Timor in
1975, over 2000 Timorese
have fled to Porrugal.

Most are housed in a
squalid shanty camp belong-
ing to the Poriuguese Red
Cross in the Valley of the
Jazmine, the inappropriate
name of a stark piece of
woodland a few miles from
Lisbon. The rest sleep 10 to
a room in damp hostels in
the suburbs.

One escaped from Dili, the
main town, after payin
for a visa and the flight to
Jakarta, the Indonesian capi-
tal. There he paid a further
£848 for papers and an air
ricket to Lisbon through
Singapore. He claimed that
half of the money went in
bribes to Indonesian officials.

Refugees insisted that there
was still starvation in East
Timor and that, contrary o
other rveporis, fghting be-
tween the Indonesians and
the Timorese Liberation
viovement, was continuing in
the mountains to the east of
the island.

Thev claimed Indonesian
woops were LErronsing the

‘taking

local population with arrests,
torture, and summary execu-
tons. They described the
methods by which the author-
ities manipulated tours by
visiting journalists.

The Timorese claim that|

troops and war material are
removed to give the impres-
sion of calm. One woman said
that she had seen crosses
taken from the local mililary
cemetery. The authorities
kept a tight control, inform-
ing their* representatives’ in
relief camps and placing
armed plain-clothed military
officers among the crowds.
The growing evidence of
the corruption and violation
of human rights

in East

Timor has begun to filter out |

and is threatening to put the
issue at the centre of a diple:

‘matic offensive. Portugal and

the US are particularly in-
volved.

In an unprecedented step
last week, Pormuguese Presi-
dent Antenio Ramatho Eanes
handed the military Council
of the Revolution a lengthy
dossier on Timor with a
Fareign Ministry recommen-
dation that it  should be
raken up with the LUnited
Nations.

| thetic response

ved in any Anglo-Amelr
can military moves 10
counter the Soviet threat
in the Middle East follow-
ing the Russian invasion
of Afghanistan.

Demirel’s non-involvement
attitude is held even mare
firmly by Bulent Ecevit’s op-
posirion Republican Peopie's
Party, which so far has been
conspicously reluctant even
to comment on the Sowet
action.

All this has cast a cloud of
uncertainty over the assur:
ance expressed by Lord
Carrington, the British
Foreign Secretary, 12 days
ago that there was an ‘iden-
tity? of outlook between
Brirain and  Turke on
Afghanistan. The Turks see
the crisis as something which
does not concern them, and
if  Jimmy Carter and
Margaret Thatcher assume
they are going to get active
Turkish suppert in any pians
for Western action, they are
living in cloud-cuckoo land.

The Turkish atiitude —
myopic to many Western
diplomats — was epitomised
by a leading Ankara pub-
lisher wha commented the
other day: ¢Afghanistan is
something the West will have
1o take care of : we have too
many problems of our own.

Several factors Bgo 10
explain this. Firstly, the Turks
see their obligations to the
West in narrowly legalistic
terms and essentially in
accordance with the NATO
charter, which over 30 years
ago never envisaged the pos-
sibility of some kind of
Armageddon over Iran and
Afghanistan,

Defence Minister Ahmet
Ihsan Birincioglu spelled this
out last week when in a
parliamentary committee he
stressed that Turkey was
loyal to NATO only within
the terms of the 1949 charter.
In other words, Turkey is not
going to involve itself in con-
tlict to please the Americans.
2 Secondly. Turkey is taking
its cue from its patron, West
Germany. A popular line
in Ankara is ‘Helmut
Schmidt is not going all the
wav with Jimmy Carter and
Margarer = Thatcher, why
should we ?°

Another_factor is that the
Demirel Government feels
hurt over lack of a sympa-
from the
West towards the remark-
able pro-Western postures it
has taken in recent months.
By general consent, Demirel
has gone as far as any
Turkish Prime  Minister
could go in that direction.

Tn return, the Demirel
camp alleges, the West has
not raised a finger to help

The factor which overrides
evervthing is Turkey's eco-

nomijc crisis.  The Inter-
national Monetary Fund is
being as tough towards
Demirel as it was towards
Ecevit. Meanwhile, in the
hackground. the Turkish
Army broods.

T Obsecver ( Lowdon) 20-1- (950
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