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Promotional Tour?

Indonesia Lifts the Veil From East Timor,

'Claiming Independence War Has Ended

By STEVEN JONES
LOSPALOS, East Timor—Almost 10
years aftar it began, the war for indapen-
dence (n Indonesin’s troubled East Timor
provinca is getting harder to find,
When a helicoptar carrying foreign jour-
nalists—the first to travel to East Timor
in maore than 18 months—Iiands near the-

district military hsadquarters of Lospalos,
the .only troops out in force are Boy

Scouts.
Hundreds of children tine the road sing-
» otic Indonasi

Guerrills Remnants
_ The area surrounding along
with the hills near the towna, of Viqueque

nants of the laftist Revelutionary Front for
an Indepsndent East Timer, or Fretilin

Opposing them, according to Jakarta, are
7,000 Indonesian soldiers. . :
Pretilin was one of three i
that vied for rule in East in 1974-75,
when Portugal amméunced it was with-
drawing from its i ’ Astan aml —
African empire. Civil war bioke- out in
Timor. The fled- to

; 2 proclaimed
the territory’s independence. But Indone-
sia invaded, pushing Fretilin to the moun- °
taina. Then, at Jakarta's urping, the two
other Timorese political parties declared
themselves in favor of integration with In.
donesia, and a provisional government was
formed. (The western half of the island,
formerly & Dutch colony, bad been part of
Indonesaia since 1945.) 5
100,000 Deaths

An estimated half of the 500,000 popula-
tion fled to the mountains, only to stagger
down in 1979-80 under. the weight of fam-
ine and disease. Acrording to independent
and diplomatic chservers, more than 100,-
000 people died as a.result of fighting,
hunger and sickness.

Indonesis’s forcible annezation of East
Timor became an international issue. The
United Nations and international human
rights groups condsmned the action, and
Portugal stll claims sovereignty over the

aren,

But after neatly 10 years, world-wide
concern for East Timor has dwindled. The
annual U.N. vote on Indonesian sover-
eignty over East Timor has slowly shifted
10 Jakarta's side. The issue hasn't been put
to a Geperal Assembly vots for the past

WO yenrs.

The UL.N, Commisson on Human Rights
currently is meeting in Geneva, however,
and. likely will take up allegations of con-
tinuing rights violations in the territory.

would like to end scrutiny of its East Ti-
mor policies once and for all.

it may only be coincidental that the

ian government invited foreign

j into East Timer st the start of

the Geneva talks. But while Jakarta offi-

ciala deny any such link, it's no secret that

Indonesia ia upnet by what it characterizes

a8 outdated and unfounded charges agninst

Indonesia, Amnesty Intarmaticnal, for ex-

o~
&= -éﬂll';p:nr .

Paeific Ocean

in improving living conditions and local
i min H

By usost accounts, fighting between [n-
donesizn troops and Fretilin guerrillas con-
tinues, though at a sporadic and low level.
Indopesian armed forces chief Gen. Benny
Murdani told Reutsra news agency In De-
cember that Fretilin oumbered 500 to 700
srmved men. He said there were about 7,000
Indonesian toups in East Timor.
‘Impossible to Be Sure’

The governor of East Timor, Mario Car-
rascalsa, puts the Fretelin figure lower, at-
about 200, But, he says, “It's impoasible to
be sure.” He says there are 30 to 40 guer-
rillas who will never quit. Foreign diplo-
mats estimate that Fretilin fghters oum-
ber frem 500 ta 1,000,

The last encounter between Fretilin and
Indonesian troops reported by Jakarta oc-
curred v August 1989, when guerrillas

'killed 16 army engineers who wers building

s road near Viqueque, That attack shat-
tered two years of relative calm, and led to
& major Indonesian army i

Diplomats say Indonesia increased its
troop strength at the time to 10,000. Regu-
lar soidiers and the civil guard stepped up
search.and-destroy missions against Freti-
lin Most of the action took place near
Lospaios, Viqueque and Baucau, areas that
traditionally have been strongholds of Fre-
tilin support and centers of guerrills activ-

ity.

The aggressive policy continued into
early 1984, Fretilin supporters have
charged that Indonesian troops killed as
many as 200 civilians in reprisal raids on

The discassions are confidentiak but none- - -~villages thought to support the guerrillas.

theless embarrassing to Jakarts, which

The Catholic bishop of East Timor,

Msgr. Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo, says the
number is probably too high. But ho says
ha trusts local citizens' claims that soldiers
killed B4 civilians in attacks an two villages
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Same Answer

Every time we ask civilian or military
leaders to describe tha security situation,
the answer is the same: “It's fine. You're
here, aren't you?”

1t's a point well taken. The government
clearly considers the situation sufficiently
under control to lst journaliste visit,
though on strictly monitored conditions.

Military strategy hes shifted since the
end of the offensive that began in August
l?m.mmiﬁmryhuﬁncnnimudefan-
mpumm.prmncung‘impomtviuqu
and development projects, rather than
secking out the enemy, according to Indon-
eaian and diplomatic officials.

Gov, Carrascalao says he would be will-
ing to resume talks with Fretilin, but only
to discuss the group's surrender and to
arrange protection for its memb

The governor says he ham't had any
direct contact with Fretilin since May
1983, when the two sidles held the second oi
two rounds of discussions in the moun-
tains. He says Fretilin betrayed him after
the talks, misrepresanting his positions and
talding advantage of an ynofficial cease-fire
to attack in Auqust 1983, when the 16
soldiers were killed. ;
‘Don’t See an End’.

Bishop Belo says Indonesian rule is s
fact of life for East Timor, but that Fretilin
is “still defending the idea of indepen:
deance. [ don't see an end,” the bishop adds
“There are children with them who anc
being trained to Aghte.”

But bere in Lospalos, as in Viqueq
and in Baucau, the children are going t.
new schools, getting a free education in «
place that the governar saya produced onl:
10 college graduates in 400 years of Portu
guese rule, Now they have the chance u
see a-doctor, and shelter and food an

Stitl, in the-hills is Fretilin, As long as
or 40 guemnila fighters remain, thare will b
Indonesian soldiers in Esst Timor watch
ing the hills and watching the peaople, re
minding them that the war hasn't ended.
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Indonesia Is Stepping Up Release
Of Political Prisonersin East Timor

1983, 600 have been resettied outside their

By STEVEN JONES

ATAURQO, East Timor—Indonesiz be-
Lieves that the separatist movement in

Enn'ﬁmot'ugwmur,MlmCm
ho,nyaullo{Auumsl.m"tunpomin
are to be relocated by

Althou;hdlplomhﬁndthnhnehﬂe
overly optimistic, the Indonesian govern-
mentnylnummitudhrﬂnium
hold on Timorese political prisoners. Bince
1563, Jakarts says, ithu releaned large
numbers of Atawro detainees. It also says it
nmﬂybmnblwdmhthemo(

F?eﬁlmwonmntrolofﬁut'ﬁmm

Independent obeervers say that more than
100,000 people died between 1975 and 1980
as a result of hunger, disease and war.
Detainee Debate

But Indonesia now says the war is over,
and that those still held in Atauro can be

Not everyone eccepts that. “They are
detainees,” contends Robert Gaillard-

Moret, Jakarta-based regional director of ||

the Intemnational Committee of the Red
Croes, or ICRC, which monitors prisoners
in East Timor. “They can't leave unless
the government lets them.”

district of Viqueque, perhaps East ‘Timar’s
leasi-pecure area. Viqueque was the site of
a Fretilin ambush against anny engineers
in August 1983, the last reported encounter
between the rebels and Indonesian troops.
Guerrillas still mount occasional attacks in
the area,

The government is cautious about plans
to relocate people in Viqueque. “We're not
going to take the risk of sending pecple
back before an area is 100% safe,” says
Gov. Carrascalso.

Thegovermruylhgfeanthltmnf

home districts, according to

“Ratistica.
But some of the detainees clearly

Euvernment
want

tngohmne.l"wmq“el-l%yur-nldwho
has spent three years on Ataura, home is
I\;"::.uque,whunhumfauuddﬂdlﬁll

cated

The ICRC aayn it plans to fallow relo-
detainees {0 ensure they are treated

well. “We don't want to closs the file on
ﬂlmpwpleunﬂn'vnmthmhckm

't.ben-ﬁmurm saya Mr,
Mozet.

As the relocations from Atsuro proceed,
Indmmamwhﬂemitumehﬂuu

trial procedures for

prisoners in

of political
BomeMmuin. Gov. Carrascalao says
Mlmwmhubemhﬁlnd

:;manuumdhmudhyﬂnjmnﬂ-
vigit

On Atauro, most people live in thateh
hnh.w!fﬂiingtbeirhdiﬁondmhmﬁu

‘political
Comarca prison. Over.the years, hundreds  to the hotiar government-built houses with
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Prelate in E. Timor
Accuses Indonesia of

Summary Killings

Document Alleges ‘Inhuman’ Conditions

By Peter Wise
Special to The Washington Foat

LISBON, April 27—The leading
Roman Catholic official in East
Timor has accused the Indonesian
military administration of that for-
mer Portuguese colony of carrying
out summary executions and mass
arrests, according to a document
released here in to the Portuguese
capital.

Carlos Ximenes Belo, apostolic
sdministrator of Timor's capital,
Diti, accused the Indonesian author-
ities of recruiting children into of-
fensives against nationalist insur-
gents, killing peasants in reprisal
for guerrilla attacks, and imple-
menting forced migrations to com-
munity villages where conditons
were “inhuman.”

A Lisbon-based Catholic Church
group monitoring the situation in
East Timor said the four-page doc-
ument, dated Jan. 1, 1985, was
smuggled from the territory
through “religious channels” to
France and then Portugal.

Belo wrote a similar letter, dated
Feh, 11, 1984, that was carried to
Lisbon by the prelate who preceded
him in the apostolic post. It ascribed
ravages to the Indonesians alleged-
ly resulting from stepped-up war-
fare against Marxist guerrillas. This

panding.”

The island of Timor, 400 miles
northwest of Australia, formerly
was divided between the Dutch,
who transferred their western por-
tion to Indonesia in 1949, and the
Portuguese, who pulled out of the
east 10 years ago.

With the Marxist Fretilin group
ascendant there, Indonesia militari-
ty annexed East Timor in 1976. In-
donesia has imposed an effective
news blackout by restricting access.

The church leader's report indi-
cated Indonesian forces were react-
ing to widespread insurgency by the
Revolutionary Front for Indepen-
dent East Timor, or Fretilin, “with
successive and systematic antiguer-
rilla sweeps.”

year, he said “the war is clearly ex-

This contrasts sharply with of-
ficial Indonesian statements that
the guerrillas have been reduced to
a handful of demoralized men hold-
ing out in the inaccessible eastern
mountains.

“The culture, ethnic identity and
religious beliefs of the Timorese
people are being threatemed, vio-
lated and slowly destroyed,” Belo
wrote. “In the midst of the catas-
trophe that is devastating Timar,
the church must speak out against
the attacks on human dignity and
condemn injustices,”

Belo appealed “with the utmost
urgency” for open, purposeful ne-
gotiations between all interested
parties, in which he said “indepen-
dence movements,” apparently a
reference to the Fretilin guerrillas,
should take part “free from all co-
ercion.”

Census figures showed the pop-
ulation to be 650,000 in the early
1070z Relief ogencies  estimate
that famine, disease and the hostil-
ities in the wake of the 1976 Indo-
nesian invasion killed 150,000 to
250,000 Timorese. Indonesia de-
nies the reports. The Indonesian-
appointed governor, Mario Carras-
calao, told reporters in February
that Indonesia had won the support
of the Timorese by improving living
conditions.

Belo's document, which the
church group said was originally
addressed to the Indonesian author-
ities, contradicted this view. He
said lack of sanitation had lead to
widespread disease, and forced mi-
grations prevented peasants from
cultivating subsistence crops, leav-
ing them dependent on infrequent
supplies from the Indonesians.

Belo said the Indonesian armed
forces carried out waves of arrests
of suspected guerrilla sympathizers,
thctuding the “most simple and
humble peasants.” He accused the
authorities of systematically replac-
ing Timorese public servants with
Indonesians and attempting to im-
pose their own language and reli-
gion through controi of the school
system and intimidation of Catho-
lics.
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SPEAKING at the launch of an
Amunesty International report on
human rights violations in the
former Portuguese colony of
East Timor, occupied by
Indonesia since 1975, Bishop
Francis Murphy, auxiliary in
Baltimore, called on President
Reagan (o launch a full
congressional hearing into the
allegations.

Bishop Murphy, on behall of
the United States Catholic
Conference, said that although
Indonesia had barred journalists
since their invasion in 1975,
“information does leak owt™
which would ‘‘suggest that a
great deal is wrong in East
Timor*’. .

He credited church sources in
East Timor, 400 miles north of
Australia, for revealing the irue
situation of the Timorese
people. Referring to the
Amnesty repori, East Timor:
Violarions of Human Righis, the
bishop highlighted sections
dealing with the execution of
hundreds of people by the

"

OGRERAAD t é:'. 13/

US bislﬁi) wan
East Timor enquiry

Indoncsians since 1975, the
“disappearances’’ of thousands
more arbitrary arrests, the use
of torture, including electric
shocks, beatings with blunt
objects and jabbing lighted
cigareties into prisonecrs’ cyes
and mouths.

The bishop went on to accuse
the US administration of failing
to exert sufficient pressure on
Indonesia to end such abuses.
“*We need to break down the
walls of silence about a
forgotten place' he said.

Besides the report, Amnesty
also made available copies of a
military manual issued to
Indonesian troops serving in
East Timor. In a seclion on
interrogation, the manual siates
that il *‘the use of physical
violence is unavoidable, make
sure there are no ,common
people’ around to witpess it. It
goes on: ‘**Avoid taking
photographs showing torture in
progress — cg while the person
interropated s giving electric
shocks or stripped naked™,




Shift Hurts

By SHIRLEY CHRISTIAN
Special to The New York Times
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Human Rights Lobbyist

Mov. 17 (78

butmt’do-notwanttobequmad.
Richard L. McCall, an adviser to

“1 came to see the United States as

g
!
]
:
:

Robelo went into the Sandinista-con-
trolled Government in July 1979, Mr.
Cameron began traveling to Nicara-
gua, where he expanded his contacts.
His Washington apartment became a
stopping place for acquaintances
from Nicaragua and E! Salvador.
I have believed since 1982 that un-
less there's a compromise in Nicara-

‘I have crossed a
purity line that

exists on Central
America.

~ Bruce Cameron

gua there'll be no compromise in E|
Salvador,” he said. “*Unless there are
internal negotiations in Nicaragua
you can't have successful internal pe-
gotiations in Ei Salvador. But unti]
this last go-round on the Hill [ never
saw the contra as an acceptable
mHm; co;nblnmg

@ favors pressure on
the Sandinista Government with ap-
peals to negotiate, and he hes con-
cluded that military action by the
rebels, often referred to as contras,
constitutes that leverage.

Changes Within Movement

Two things, he said, have happened
within the insurgent movement to
contribute to his change of position.
First, the leadership has been ex-
panded, at least technically, to in.
clude a pumber of people not associ-
ated with the old Somoza regime.

""Second,” he said, “at the base
level, you've had a lot of people come
into the contra ranks who do s0 out of
a sense of their own grievances,
which they don’t think they can deal
with within the Sandinista system.”

Finally, he said, President Reagan
ﬁ torme;lll% committed himsb elf bt;

uman rights abuses
Ntc;anmguan rebels a.n?1 to supporting
internal dialogue in both Nicaragua
and El Salvador.

Mr. Cameron himself worked hard
to get that commitment a few days
before the aid vote in June. Taking a
leave from A.D.A. last May, he as-
sisted Representative Dave
McCurdy, an Oklahoma Democrat, in
shaping the compromise bill. It was
Mr. McCurdy, with Mr. Cameron sit-
ting nearby, who asked the President
by telephone to put his promises into
a letter, which was considered crucial
in influencing many votes.

In the eyes of other human rights
activists, Mr. Cameron said, I have
crossed a purity line that exists on
Central America."

I think it is perceived that way,
and 1 think that's real wrong,” he
said, *because we have good human
rights language in the bill and also in
the President’s letter.”

g
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East Timor: hidden genocide

Today. Christians commemorate the feast
of the Slaughter of the Holy Innocents, King
Herod's extermination of male infants, One of
whom who might have been a political threat
to his reign. Ten years ago this month, Indo-
nesia invaded the former Portuguese colony of
East Timor, establishing a brutal occupation
and declaring a unilateral annexation.

The suffering of the Timorese people com-
pares with the worst crimes against humanity
in this century. The Indonesian regime killed
off between 100,000 and 200,000 people from a
population estimated at 650,000 before the in-
vasion.

Particularly shameful has been the silence,
or complicity, of the international community.
Amnesty International has documented “‘a
consistent pattern of violations of human
rights in East Ttmor,” including extra-judicial
executions, widespread torture and “disap-
pearances.”

“These violations of human rights have oc-
curred in a situation in which the fundamen-
tal freedoms of expression, assembly, associ-
ation and movement do not exist.”

The head of the Catholic Church in Timor
{where most people are Cathoilic} has de-
scribed systematic Indonesian programs to ex-

unge Timorese culture and identity: to. cur-
tail religious freedom; and, most recently, to
impose a birth control program on the deci-
mated Timorese population by distributing
contraceptive pills and devices.

Although church leaders and Pope John
Paul II have spoken out against the violations
of human rights in Timor, the Indonesian re-
gime has succeded in drawing a curtain
around its captured colony and cajoling other
governments into accepting, as a matter of Re-
alpolitik, the subjugation of the Timorese.

. Jakarta has restricted and controlled ac-
cess to the island by humanitarian organiza-
tions, journalists and diplomats. Outsiders al-
lowed to visit during lulls in the fighting be-
tween Indonesian troops and Fretilin, the na-
tionalist resistance forces, are guided and in-
doctrinated by their Indonesian hosts, in a
manner reminiscent of tours once provided to

visitors in Stalin’'s Russia.

Strategic considerations, oil-exploration
contracts and political blackmail have per-
suaded many nations to condone or accept
Indonesian annexation of Timor. Liberal de-
mocracies ignore the “‘resettlement camps”
that resemble concentration camps; develop-
ing nations emerging from their own anti-co-
lonial struggles wink at Indonesia’s coleniza-
tion of Timor, treating envoys of the island’s
independence mnvement as inconvenient
troublemakers.

The government of Australia accepts Indo-
nesian sovereignty on East Timor while it ne-
gotiates with Jakarta for the development of
offshore oil deposits. New Zealand's prime
minister, David Lange, praised the “economic
well-being” and “liberty” of the Indonesian
occupation so hypocritically that the Fretilin
representative at the UN was provoked to re-
tort: “As long as nuclear weapons pose a
threat to the Anglo-Saxons in New Zealand
and Australia then Lange is concerned . . . but
when there is a mllitary dictatorship in the
reglon waging conventional war with weap-
ons supplied by Western countries, then I
hear no similar concern belng expressed on
the world stage by Mr. Lange.”

No nation has been more complicit with
the Indonesian crimes in East Timor than the
United- States. The original invasion was
launched hours after former President Ford
and Secretary of State Henry Kissinger had
concluded a visit to Jakarta. The Indonesians
invaded with military equipment supplied by
Washington, and throughout the past decade
US governments have accepted Indonesia’s
colonization of Timor while the State Depart-
ment repeatedly defined the agony of the Ti-
morese as an improvement in the human
rights situation.

The shame of Indonesla’s conquest of East
Timor is shared by an American administra-
tion that wants to lament human rights viola-
tions in Cuba, Poland and the Soviet Union.
To earn that right, the US must first dissoct-
ate itself from the genocide committed in East
Timor by its Indonesian ally.




