ETAN News Conference: December 7, 1995

List of Participants:

Isabel Antonia da Costa Galhos
Isabel (Bella) is one of three Timorese who have escaped to Canada from East
Timor. She is the only Timorese woman in Canada. For more information please

East Timor
Alert Network see attached.
National Office:
ik Bern Jagunos
e Bern Jagunos is co-director of the Canada-Asia Working Group (CAWG). CAWG
e is an ecumenical coalition founded in 1978 and sponsored-by the Unired,
teLfax: 416) 531-5850 Anglic;n and Presbyterian Churches of Canada, the Cana..dlan Ctholic :
P o Organization for Development and Peace, Scarboro Foreign Mission Society, and
: the Canadian Friends Service Committee (The Quakers). CAWG’s main activities
ETAN/Ottawa : mvolvesehdanty relations, human rights advocacy and assisting the Canadian
NMadaenst#s ~ churchesin ir p fgrammes and policies related to Asia.

Executive Vice President of the Canadian Labour

fm‘Bumaby Kingsway (BC) and foreign




lsabel Galhos

I | Galhos was born in Dili, the capital

1 Q79
on November 10, 1972

vears old when Indonesia

~

-ountrv on December 7, 19

11ICL L

v 1976, the Indonesian military

brothers,
1(1:1‘11;;‘. Her aunt was raped to death after
‘oeir:g forced to witness the brutal murder
of hexr two children and husband.

Isabel grew up under the illegal
Indonesi;n occupation, and witnessed
much of what has been called the worst
genocide, per capita, since the Holocaust.
ghe stresses that her own family’s tragic
story is typical of the stories of all
Timorese. She reports that every East
Timorese family has sufferred tremendous
losses.

Isabel is one of a new generation of
Timorese who are more determined than
ever to resist the occupation. She began to
work with the underground resistance in
1989, encouraging people to join, and orga-
nizing demonstrations. In 1991, she became
an official member of the clandestine move-
ment, and convinced three other women to
join in.

In 1991, Bella helped organize a peaceful
demonstration in Dili after the Indonesian
military killed another of her friends.
Indonesian soldiers fired on the protesters,
killing 271 and wounding 382. Bella man-
aged to run to freedom, helping her preg-
nant aunt to safety. For three days after-
ward, the massacre continued, as the mili-
tary rounded up all of those who had taken
part in the demonstration. This is remem-
bered every year around the world on
November 12 as the Di}; Massacre.

To stay alive, Bella joined the Indonesian
military youth corps. For three years she
lived a double life, helping the underground
resistance while wearing an army uniform.
She later saw this as 4 Way to escape.

In 1994, and after months of interroga-

AN

tion and training, the Indonesian govern-
ment selected her to represent them in the
Canada World Youth program. They tr
her to speak to the media in Canada. S
was to represent the Indonesian

oovern-
Ek vern

ment, and inform Canadians that the people
of East Timor are happy, and want to be a
part of Indonesia. Her family was forced to
sign a statement of responsibility for her
actions in Canada. But Bella defected in
October 1994, putting her uniform in a box
and sending it back to the Embassy of
Indonesia in Ottawa.

Since then, Bella has been perfecting her
English and touring the country to speak
out for her country’s freedom. Once her
country is free, Bella plans to return and
Set up a women’s centre where women

learn to play a powerful role in rebuilding
their country. A

Bella can be reached through the East Timor
Alert Network in Ottawa, at (613) 230-4070.
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L‘ast Timor Alert Network/ETAN

News Conference

For Immediate Release
ra Thobani, Jean-Claude Parrot and
ak Out for East Timor

Sune
Svend Robinson to Spe

Time: 10am
Date: Thursday, December 7, 1995
Place: Room 130s, Centre Block, Parliament Hill

The East Timor Alert Network will hold a news conference on
Thursday December 7, 1995, to commemorate the 20th anniversary of

Indonesia’s invasion of East Timor, with speakers:

Jean-Claude Parrot, Executive Vice President, CLC




¢+ Timor Alert Network/Utlawa

News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE NEWS RELEASE

OTTAWA, December 7 -- Trade unions representing more than 1.7 million Canadians marked the
20th anniversary of the invasion of East Timor by joining a national call for an arms embargo on
Indonesia. Representatives of the Canadian churches, the National Action Committee on the
Status of Women, the East Timor Alert Network and MP Svend Robinson also backed the call.

arliament Hill today, Canadian Labour Congress vice-president Jean-
demand that Canada announce a formal embargo

on the sale of all military equipment to Indonesia, which invaded the small Southeast Asian coun-

try of East Timor 20 years ago today. Since then, one third of the Timorese population has been
killed, and Indonesia has defied repeated United Nations resolutions for an immediate end to its

illegal military occupation.

At a news conference on P
Claude Parrot affirmed the labour movement’s

The Canadian Union of Public Employees, National Union of Public and General Employees,
Canadian Auto Workers, Canadian Union of Postal Workers, International Association of
Machinists and Aerospace Workers, Telecommuniucations Workers Union, United Food and
Commerical Workers, Public Service Alliance of Canada, United Steelworkers, Communications
Energy and Paperworkers Union, and Saskatchewan Government Employees Union all demanded
that the federal government stop authorizing military export permits to Indonesia. The unions
have a combined membership of 1,757,000. it

g on behalf of the Canadian Labour

f genocide is enough,”
ast the Ch g military equipment, a step that

: »*‘TWmtyyéarso
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CANADIAN UNION OF PUBLIC EMPL Y

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE December 6, 1995

as urged the federal government to halt

OTTAWA -- Canada’s largest trade union h
st that country’s continuing occupation

the sale of arms to Indonesia as a protest again

of East Timor.

esident Judy Darcy, in a letter
ing" Canada’s continuing sale
d an estimated 200,000

Canadian Union of Public Employees’ national pr
to Prime Minister Jean Chretien, said the "world is watch
of military equipment to a "prutal” government that has kille
East Timorese over the last 20 years.

and we are going to do all we can 10

"CUPE members cannot accept this,
de of justice,” Darcy said.

ensure that the Canadian government acts on the si

reversed the previous government’s ban
$5.7 million in military equipment 10 be
was sold between 1979 and 1991," she

She said the Liberal government has
on arms sales to Indonesia and authorized
exported since 1993. "That is as much as
said.

"Nothing in East Timor has changed. But somehow the government has started
selling military equipment to Indonesia again.

}As was said of South Africa,
S to the Indonesian military,”

"l can assure you we will not let this i ue d
~ the world is watching now. Please stop al :




NATIONAL LNION PGE-~

December 6, 1995

NATIONAL UNION BACKS CAMPAIGN

TO END KILLING IN EAST TIMOR

December 7, 1995 Is the 20¢th. anniversary of Indonesia’s

|, it marks 20 years of genocide and 20 years
le of East TImor.

OTTAWA —
invasion of East Timor. As wel
of determined resistance by the peop

rament must announce an official arms embargo now and
Indonesia," says jJames Clancy,

“The federal gove
end any supply of military equipment to
president of the 320,000 member union.

ul¢'s absolutely incredible that our government lets Canadian companies
profit from this on-going kiling. The Indonesian military is carrying out
genocide of the East Timorese people, and this same government is also
well-known for suppressing worker's rights in Indonesia. The Canadian

government continues to argue that this equipment is not "arms," and that
this trade leads to dialogue and human rights. Clearly, this is wrong!" states

president Clancy.

“My members are in complete solidarity with other trade unions and social
justice movements around the world that are declaring this position to be

misguided," he emphasized.

"we will be joining with the member organizations of the East Timor Alert
Network to demonstrate that there is much growing support for the
campaign to end our government's diplomatic, economic and milicary
support for this Indonesian regime," he concluded.

The National Union is joining the Alert Network on the anniversary to
declare it's support for self-determination for East Timor.

30-

For further information, contact Glenn Leckie at (613) 526-1663.

The National Union of Public & General Employees has 308,000 membars.

Most work for the citizens of every province as provindal rvnm workers,
some wurk for private enterprises, prodomhug\cly in the olpiwq‘h‘wy.

1841 Riverside Drive, Suite 104, Octawa, Ontario, Canada K1V 8N4 T
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Mr. Chrétien, since coming to power, your
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December 5, 1995

The Right Hon Jean Chrétien, p.C.,. M.PE.

Prime Minister of Canada
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Dear Prime Minister:

[ write to you on behalf of the National Union of Public and General
Employees (NUPGE), who represents 308,000 members, to urge you to

ban arms’ sales Lo Indonesian military.

December 7 will mark the 20th anniversary of Indonesia’s brutal
;snvasion of East Timor. Since then, cstimates of the numbers who have
died as a result of the invasion run as high as 200,000.

This is the worst per capita genocide since the Holocaust.

notion of justice and fair play that we, in the trade
union movement, hold dear. The National Union members will not stand
idly by while it happens; and we certainly will do all we can to ensure
that our government acts on the side of justice.

It runs against every

has authorized

$5.7 million in military e
That's as much in two yea :

e
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The members of the National Union of Public and General Employees await your

prompt reply.

Yours sineerely,

James Clancy,
National President

c.c. RoyMacLaren, Minister for Int.ernatlonal Trade
André Ouellet, Minister of Foreign Affairs
E.E. Parwoto, Ambassador of Indonesia

1t - opeiu 225
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Media Releasg for CAW National Pack Distribution
December §, 1995 :

ARMS EMBARGO ON EVE OF EAST TIMOR ANNIVERSARY

InLlemrtoP:imeMnisterJunChfedm, CAW president Buzz Hargrove said he is
i ﬂbgalowspatbnofEaQTimorbytthndomﬂ'mgovmm.

mhthetwenticthamﬁve!wyofthelndmesianassanltonﬂzm
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Sent by fax 941-6900

December 5. 1995

PRIME MINISTER JEAN CHRETIEN
HoUSE oOF COMMONS
OTTAWA, ON KI1A 0A6

Dear Prime Minister Chretien:

ada), representing 205,000 workers across Canada,

The Canadian Auto Workers Union (CAW-Can
of East Timor by the Indoncsian government.

is outraged at the continued illegal occupation

December 7, 1995 marks thc twenticth anniversary of the Indoneys
‘Timorese population. Atlcaslmmndafmﬁmmm&zhmmmledmﬂmmm
decades, making thisthnworstewﬂfr‘r percapmm WW War 11




Prime Minister Jean Chretien Page 2

The CAW further cncourages your government to use all diplomatic and economic resources at
your disposal to pressure the Indoncsian government to end the illegal occupation of East Timore

and to allow the Timorcse peoplc to determine their own destiny.

AN INJURY TO ONE 1S AN INJURY TO ALL!

Sincerely,
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December 6, 1995

VIA FAX (613) 941-6900

The Right Honourable Jean Chretien
Prime Minister of Canada

House of Commons

Ottawa ON K1A 2A0

Dear Prime Minister,

| am writing to you on behalf of the 185,000 of the United Food and
Commercial Workers International Union (UFCW) urging you to ban arms sales

to the indonesian military.

December 7th, 1995, will mark the 20th anniversary of Indonesia’s
brutal invasion of East Timor. Since then, estimates of the numbers who have
died as a result of the invasion run as high as 200,000.

This is the worst genacide, per capita, since the Holocaust. It runs
against every notion of justice and fair play that we, in the trade union movement,
hold dear. UFCW members won't stand idly by while it happens and we certainly
will do all we can to ensure that our government acts on the side of justice.

Mr. Chretien, your government has authorized $5.7 million in military
equipment sales to the Indonesian military since coming to power. That is as
much in two years as was authorized between 1979 and 1991.

The former Conservative government cut off arms sales to Indonesia
in 1991 after Indonesian soldiers massacred over 280 at a demonstration in the
East Timorese capitol of Dili. They did this because they apparently had concerns
about human rights and the massacre made things difficult to ignore.

Nothing in East Timor has changed, however the government has
started selling military equipment to Indonesia again. This is appalling.
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Mr. Jean Chretien December 8, 1995

i

| can assure you we will not let this issue die, and, as was said of
South Africa, the world is watching.

UFCW members await your prompt reply.
Yours very truly,

Louisette Hinton
UFCW Coordinator for Women's Issues
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ALLIANCE DE LA FONCTION PUBL!IQUE DU CANADA

BY FAX - 941-690Q
December 4, 1995
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 is the 20th anniversary of Indocesia’s invasion of East Timor.  This

20 years of people of Bast Timar.
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United Steelworkars of America
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Lawrance Melimany
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Dccember 5, 1995
The Right Honourable Jean Chretien,
Prime Minister,
Centre Block, House of Commons,
Ottawa, Ontario
KI1A QA6

Dear Prime Minister,
I am writing to you on behalf of the (60,000 members of the United

Steelworkers of America in Canada o express our active concern about continued sales of
military cquipment (0 Indonesia. Canadian sales of military equipment to Indonesia have
continued, indeed have increased significantly, during your government’s term in office even as
circumstances in Cast Timor have deteriorated. .

Since the Dili massacre in 1991 East Timor continues to be a site of
serious repression. The Indonesian government has applied extraordinary security measures in
the region, movement of the civilian population is heavily restricted and the resources of - the
local population are routincly appropriated by the military. Disappearances continue.

‘Indonesia’s regular violation of the basic human rights ot the population
of East Timor is unhappily consistent with its record of active repression of legitimate trade
unions and labour rights throughout Indonesia.

In our ﬁoe Qg s EEE& 88 and export of military equipment to
Indonesia may worsen condj rese and is not in keeping with your
,aeamﬂﬁnggamaﬁ%, s calling for the withdrawal of Indonesian
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Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union of Canada
Syndicat canadien des communications, de 1'énergie ot du papiler

The Right Honourable Jean Chrétien
Prime Mmister of Canada :
Houses of Commons

Ottawa ON KIA 2A0

Dear Prime Minister:

xmmmmwdmmmmmmwmumwcmm
represents 150,000 workers to urge you to ban arms sales to the Indonesian military.

December 7th will mark miversary of Indonesia’s brutal invasion of East Timor. Since then,
P i <l ‘ jnvasion run as high as 200,000.
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Nothing in East Timor has changed. But somehow the government has started sclling military
equipment to Indonesia again. This is appalling.

I can assure you we will not let this issue die. And, as was said of South Africa, the world is watching
now.

CEP members await your prompt reply.

Yours very truly,




CANADIAN UNION OF POSTAL WORKERS

COMMUNIQUE

SYNDICAT DES POSTIERS DU CANADA

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE December 7. 1995

CUPW CALLS FOR AN END TO ARMS
SALES TO INDONESIA

OTTAWA — The union representing 52,000 post office workers today called on Prime Minister
Chrétien to announce a complete embargo on arms sales to Indonesia.

“On this, the 20th anniversary of Indonesia’s invasion of East Timor we join many other unions
in solidarity with the people of East Timor,” said CUPW National President Darrell Tingley.

The Liberal government has authorized $5.7 million in sales of 'military equipment' to Indonesia
since it came to power in 1993. Successive governments authorized $5.8 million between 1979

and 1991.

The Mulroney government suspended all military sales to Indonesia in 1991 after Indonesian
soldiers massacred over 280 demonsu'ators in the East Timorese capitol, Dili.

“Wc ask the Prime Minister, What has mlzy said. “People are still being arrested
and tortured. East Txmorese mll
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_CANADIAN "UNION OF POSTAL WORK]
YNDICAT DES POSTIERS DU CANAL
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CONGRES DU TRAVAIL DU CANADA » INTERNATIONALE DES POSTES, TELEGRAPHES, TELEPHONER ¥

377, rue BANK St., Ottawa, Ontario K2P 1Y3
Tek: (613) 236-7238 * Fax: (613)563-7861

December 5, 1995.
BY FAX (941-6900)

The Right Honourable Jean Chrétien
Prime Minister of Canada

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0A6

Dear Prime Minister:

I am writing you on behalf of the 52,000 members of the Canadian Union of Postal Workers
because 1 share the grave concerns of many of my trade union sisters and brothers about
Canada’s role in perpetuating Indonesia’s murderous reign Over East Timor.

On this Thursday, December 7th, it will be 20 years from the day when Indonesian soldiers,
airplanes and ships overwhelmed the island shortly after Portugal granted its former colony the

right to independence.

Tens of thousands died in the invasion, but what happened after was far worse. Using
techniques inspired and no doubt handed down by American wisdom in Vietnam, the Indonesian

military launched an all-out war on the East Timorese.

Indonesian soldiers burned crops, forced the Timorese into "strategic hamlets”, carpet-bombed
and murdered thousands of people suspected of supporting the pro-independence movement.

. Between the starvation, disease and poverty, the Indonesian "integration" efforts caused, and the
i mﬂm itself, estimates put the number of East Timorese who’ve died at the hands of their
: mﬁders‘at 250,000 or more, since 1975 — at least one third of the populatior

Many observers call it the worst per capita genc ide since the H !

mmlmmm\vhym anadian g
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I am particularly outraged by the fact that your government has given Canadian arms

manufacturers permission to export more than $5.7 million in military "equipment" since taking
DOWET.

That’s about as much as the totdl approved between 1979 and 1991.

Tl}ce_ Mulroney government suspended military equipment sales in 1991 after the Indonesian
military massacred more than 280 people in the East Timorese capital of Dili.

When you were leader of the opposition, Mr. Chrétien, you supported UN resolutions 389 and
384 which called on Indonesia to withdraw from East Timor. You applauded the Conservative
government for suspending $30 million in aid to Indonesia because you said it would "send a
clear message".

Mr. Chrétien, I, and the members of my union, want to know what exactly you think has
changed in East Timor to make selling military equipment to the Indonesian military a
conscionable act.

Amnesty International reported November 23 that about 20 East Timorese, including four
women and nine children, had disappeared after being caught trying to flee the country by boat.

AI also reported that over 200 people have been arbitrarily detained since September. Most
were released without charge, but many detainees said they were beaten and tortured.

e last 20 years of genocide, I urge you, Mr. Prime
yroo on sales of military equipment t0
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— & ASSOCIATION of MACHINISTS
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ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE des MACHINISTES

et des TRAVAILLEURS de 'AEROSPATIALE

OTTAWA -- The Internarional Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers (TAM) has
endorsad an appeal from the East Timor Alert Network (ETAN) calling for an embargo on the sale
of arms to Indonesia and has communicated its view to Prime Minister Jean Chretien.

Inaletter to the Prime Minister, JAM Canadian Vice President Dave Ritchie said: “Canada’s
continued sale and export of military equipment to Indonesia ... may worsen conditions. overall. for
the Fast Timorese. Such a practice certainly appears to us to be a fundamental conwradiction of your
own stated support of the UN Security Council positions calling for the withdrawal of Indonesian
troops from East Timor.

“In the aftermath of the Dili massacre in 1991 the Indonesian government has applied
extraordinary security measures in the region, movement of the civilian population is heavily
restricted and the resources of the local population are rounnely appropriated by the military.

“Indonesia’s repeated violation of the basic human rights of the population of East Timor is
unhappily consistent - with its record of active repression  of legitimate trade unions and labour rights

(613) 733-8888 (home)
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4$SOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DES MACHINI

: STES
ET DES TRAVAILLEURS DE L’AEROSPATIALE

100, rue Melcalte Street, 300
Ofrawa, Ontaric £1P 5M1
Tel. no. (613) 236-9761

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL VICE PRESIDENT Fax ro. (8173) 583-7830

BUREAL DU VICE-PRESIDENT CENERAL
CANADA

December 5, 1995 BORN
The Right Honourable Jean Chretien, L
. Prime Minister,
House of Commons,
Qttawa, Ontario
KIA 0A6

Dear Prime Minister,

I am writing to you on behalf of the 50,000 members of the International Association
of Machinists and Aerospace Workers (IAM) in Canada to communicate our profound concern wfmt
continued Canadian sales of military equipment to Indonesia. I note that n:oththstandgng
retrogressive developments in East Timor, such sales have in fact increased significantly during

sour government's term in office.

i In the aftermath of the Dili massacre in 1991 the Indonesian government has appli_ed
ry security measures in the region, movement of the civilian population is heavxly
' are routinely appropriated by the military.

»etﬂ:epopdaﬂaaofﬁast'["mis

ted and the resources of the local popula




contradiction of your own stated support of the UN Sec
urity C
withdrawal of Indonesian troops fro % ERNCY e AW

m East Timor.
Until it is ¢lear that military exports will not directly or indirectly increase the capacity of
the Indonesian gove

mment te carry out its campaign of repression in East Timor, Canada should not
1ssue military export permits for such sales to Indonesia,

Yours very truly,

\

Dave Ritchie,
Canadian Vice President

cc. Hon. Andre Quelett, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Hon. Roy MacLaren, Minister for International Trade
H. E. Parwoto, Indonesian Ambassador to Canada
George Kourpias, International President IJAM
Bob White, President Canadian Labour Congress
M‘mhw Pakpalmn, General Chairman Indonesian Prosperity Trade Union (SBSI)
; Meml Secretary IMF



PRESS RELEASE DECEMBER 6, 1993

B.C. UNION BACKS CAMPAIGN TO END
GENOCIDE IN EAST TIMOR

VANCOUVER — December 7, 1995 is the 20th anniversary of Indonesia’s
invasion of East Timor. It also marks 20 years of genocide and 20 years of
determined resistance by the people of East Timor.

‘T&memtsmhsupmmg the rights of




5261 LANE STREET, BURNABY, BRITISH COLUM
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December 1, 1995

Prime Minister Jean Chretien
House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0A6

fax:(613) 941-6900

Dear Prime Minister:

BWWMWN

behalf of the 10,000 members of the Telecommunications Workers Union of

I am writing on
&‘iﬁh H,n
anniversary of Indonesia’s invasion of East Timor. This marks 20

 remarkably, 20 years of determined resistance by the people of East

supplying cquipment to the Indonesian military, wkich is
against the East Timorese people. Furthermore, the
sing workers' rights in Indonesia. Your
_".amwtimsedmdehdsbdhlosue



Sl' JOHN’S' Nl’ UB 3P2
TELEPHONE: (709) 754-1660 FAX:(709) 754-1220

December 11, 1995

The Right Honourable Jean Chretien -
Prime Minister of Canada :
Room 309 - S, Centre Block - E
House of COmmons 1
Ottawa, Canada

K1A 0OAs

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

i —————

The Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Labour has learned the
Indonesian cmt has been committing such atrocities as mass
' killings, re, rape and forced abortions against the East
Timorese people since its invasion of that country twenty years

na, huva alaa m’gim to unéerstand that the Canadian Government
‘ _ v ‘ and 1 taxg ‘support for the Indonesian
profiting ﬁ:on supplying the



o5 14:39 DE: CIDPDD/ICHRDD

10‘514 283 3752 PAGE

U

sy 3 N‘%l"&\u.!:ﬂmlu m\‘\.‘

134 "
AU JEVRLOPTRAT D\ INTIUATINA, CEVRE 108 WM

AT DIMOQUATK TR PO

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

East Timorese must be able to live freely on their own land - Mgr Carlos Belo

fg%t::;la e]Z()necen'xber 7, 1995 - “We, East Timorese, are the owners of this land. We have the right
el E::a_!fy freedom, and to say what we feel ” declared Mgr Carlos Belo, the Catholic

op imor. Mgr Belo made these comments during a telephone press conference this
morning with the Canadian media from his home in Dili, East Timor's capital.

Megr Belo added that, on the 20th anniversary of the Indonesian invasion of East Timor, about 70
young Timorese were arrested this moming because they wrote the word “freedom” on a wall in Dili.
On December 7, 1975, Indonesia invaded the Portuguese colony. This invasion has resulted in more
than 200,000 deaths, or one third of the Timorese population. The United Nations still has not
momzed Indonesian authority in this small territory located at the eastern tip of the Indonesian

.

Mmmm;f

w&x pleasure the 1995 John Humphrey Freedom Award, awarded by the
Rights and Democratic Development. In presenting the Award, the
it, called upon the Canadian Government to stop all arms sales
: resumed arms sales to Indonesia. I believe those sales
ry solution for the East Timorese is found.”

mw his people during the 20 years of
- surveillance, without the possibility to say
said. “We are actually as isolated from the
k we will continue to suffer,” he added. “But
I hope that one day we reach a

2/2




INTERNATIONAL NEWS

'she lfked govemment’s new rules are earliest memories of determined campazgner

Roman Catholic faith, to which most
East Timorese at least nominally
subscribe — in contrast to mainly
Muslim Indonesia.

r a brief civil war in mid-1973,
the territory was under the effective
control of the Revolutionary Front of

g East Timor, a grouping
democrats

, Marxists and social

! lmown by its Portuguese

acronym, Fretilin. It had declared in-

dependence a week before the inva-
sion.

'lemm exiles and human-rights

rganizations estimate that from 100;-

0 to 200,000 people starved to death

or were killed during military sweeps

ﬂ’mmgh the countryside after the

Thémnysuught to wipe out Freti-
lin supporters who had taken to the
mountains and promoted massive
lement” schemes in which as
‘many as 80 per cent of Timorese
abandoned or were uprooted from
their homes. In mid-1976, a “popular
assembly” convened by the military
petitioned Indonesia for integration.

At times in the early years, self-de-
termination for East Timor seemed
like one of the worlds great lost
causes.

Western powers had courted Indo-
nesia as a bulwark against Soviet in-
le- fluence in Southeast Asia, especially

- after the Vietnam War. The invasion

itself was delayed so U.S. President
Gerald Ford, who was on a state visit,
could get out of the country before it
began.

For several years, few foreigners
and no journalists were allowed into
the territory. Indonesia claimed that
integration was proceeding smoothly.
The United States said little about
the occupation, and in 1985 Australia,
with one eye on the oil deposits lying
beneath the Timor Sea, publicly de-
clared its support for integration.

Canada, whose exports to Indone-
sia more than tripled in value from
1975 to 1985, eventually argued that
East Timor should be removed from
consideration by a committee of the
United Nations General Assembly.

A ceasefire and talks between In-
donesia and Fretilin were
in 1983, but lasted only a few months.
Reports of atrocities continued to fil-
ter out of the territory.

Then, in 1991, during a pro-inde-
pendence protest at a cemetery in
Dili, the capital, troops opened fire,
killing from 50 to 200 people. An in-
ternational outcry erupted, with sev-
eral countries cutting back ald pro-
grams to Indonesia, (Canada did so
temporarily.)

As a direct result of the Pili mas-
sacre, meetings began under UN aus-
pices between the foreign ministers
of Indonesia and Portugal — which

the UN considers to be still the legiti-
mate administrator of East Timor.

Out of those talks came the first
meetings between Timorese exiles
and members of several political cur-
rents inside the territory. The next
such talks are expected early next
year.

Meanwhile, rioting periodically
breaks out, the military presence in
East Timor has not been reduced,
and there is little evidence that large
numbers of Timotese accept integra-
tion with Indonesia.

“Even past proponents of integra-
tion admit that they cannot possibly
present a credible case for mtegra
tion under the current climate,” says
a report by Canada's ambassador to
Indonesia, Lawrence Dickenson, who
visited East Timor in February.

“The continued survival of the
(Fretilin) guerrillas is evidence that

they enjoy a ... measure of support
from the people Mr. Dickenson
wrote.

Parts of his report were released
under the Access to Information Act
to author and activist Sharon

Scharfe, whose book Complicity
Human Rights and Canadian Foreign
Policy - The Case of East Timor has
just been published by Black Rose
Books of Montreal.

Faisal Bafadal, chief of information
at the Indonesian embassy in Ottawa,
said the army Is helping East 'ﬂmqr
develop its infrastructure. “Some
people are not satisfied, but that is an
internal matter,” he said.

In spite of protests, Canada contl
ues to approve export permits {«?
military goods to Indonesia.

Military goods worth $1.2-millidn
were sold in 1994, although the Fof-
eign Affairs Department says it
works to ensure such equipment ls
not used against civilians. Ms. Gal-
hos sald such sales should He
stopped.

She said Indonesians who hade
come to control much of the territo-
ry's economy would have to give up
their interests if the Timorese win
self-determination. :

“They have to give it back. This is
not for them, it's for Timorese. ..
They should leave, leave us alone,; 1
think they know what they're dolqg
is wrong.”
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_ Yesterday's protests came on the
20th anniversary of Indonesia’s inva-
‘ifnnutEant'l‘imor a former Portu-

: ,,,’bmﬁxingmdonesia’smhpmv
of ince in a move still not recognized by
the | Nations.

spokesman Colin Ste-
sales are not approved

outside the territory. He said
also has aided the fledgling
ent-sponsored Indonesian hu-
s commission, which has
some military actions.
approach to Indonesia is,
than condemn them interna-
tionally and lose any hope of brlnging
ibout change, to work with them,”
Stewart said.
~ ""Meanwhile, the Roman Catholic
Bishop of East Timor, Monsignor Car-
~ los Belo, appealed for support from Ca-
nadians for East Timorese who are

R

i g i

struggling for democratic government.

“In your country you live in liberty
and democracy,” he said from Dili in a
telephone news conference with Cana-
dian journalists. “You can live and
walk freely with no pressure. Here it is
very ditferent People live under pres-

Blshop Belo has been given a $30,000

sales to Indonesia, Ottawa urged‘ |

'__itSISUPport for East Timor’s self-determination,’ labour leader says .

award by Canada’s International Ceq
tre for Human Rights and Democratic
Development.

The centre’s president, former hd-»
eral NDP leader Edward Broadbent,
said military sales to Indonesia
“should be stopped until a peaceful
and satisfactory solution for the. East
Timorese is found.”

e




there. .
In accepting the John Humphrey

Montreal law 2
draft the Universal

president Ed Broadbent 8 _
l‘apom by telephone from his home
in the Timorese capital, Dili.
A crackdown is under way, he said,

evoking the “constant fear and surveil-
lance” under which Timorese live; on-
~ly hours earlier, authorities had arrest-
ed 70 youths for writing the word
. “Freedom” on a wall in the capital.

~ However, when Belo was asked

whether he would endorse the Canadi-
an unionists’ call for an arms embargo,
his line suddenly went dead. And once
the link was re-estahlished, he stepped
gingerly around the issue, reminding
- the Canadians that his phone was al-
~ “In Canada, you live in a democracy.
~ You live in liberty. You can talk freely.
r- You can walk freely. You have no pres-
~ sure,” Belosaid.

“Here it's different - very, very dif-
ferent. People live under pressure and
surveillance.”

~ Just for shouting out support for a
Tiporese independence group, he

Freedom Award - named for the late
who helped

lalta-. et spplte iin Cantre.
man Rights - Belo ntre :
Capadian

said, “you will be arrested, you will be
beaten, you will be tortured.”

Belo did urge Canadians, however, to
“tell your government that they need
to help in the social field, in humani-
tarian, health care. I think it's more
important than sales to the army.”

A spokesman for the Foreign Affairs
Department, Colin Stewart, acknowl-
edged military sales from Canada to In-
donesia shot up after Jean Chrétien’s
Liberals took power - from less than
§28,000 annually between 1990 and
1993, to $1.2 million in 1994.

But he insisted that before export
permits are granted, anything that can
be used against Indonesian civilians is
screened out. He could not explain how
this was done or state precisely which
military goods have been exported, cit-
ing “commercial confidentiality.”

Kerry Pither of the East Timor Alert
Network, which organized a pro-arms
embargo demonstration on Parliament
Hill, countered that it's impossible to
know how military components or
equipment will end up being used.

She complained that while in opposi-
tion, Chrétien supported an arms em-
bargo and backed East Timor but now
seems to have ditched those stances as
Caradian investments keep pouring

into Indonesia.

Broadbent criticized a speech by In-
ternational Trade Minister Roy
McLaren; who extolled the virtues of
the Indonesia-Canadian “dynamic bi-
lateral relationship” on Monday.
Broadbent said ministers who speak
publicly about Indonesia “have a duty
to talk not only about trade, but also
about the terrible human-rights situa-
tion there.”

Meanwhile, in the Indonesian capi-
tal of Jakarta, East Timorese protest-
ers stormed into the Dutch and Russ-
ian embassies and occupied them.

Police said a raid on the French Em-
bassy was thwarted and 19 people were
arrested. Human rights activists put
the number of arrests during the day
at 30.

A group which claimed part respon-
sibility for the break-ins demanded the
withdrawal of military and police
from East. Timor, a referendum on in-
dependence and a repeal of repressive
political laws.

Belo is to send an envoy to an official
award ¢ceremony in Montreal Sunday.
ADDITIONAL REPORTING: CANADIAN PRESS

M Bishop to be honored here. PAGE D12
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PERSPECTIVES ; Lors d’une conversation ponctuée
Vingt ans par des «ennuis techniques» de com-
munication, il a entretenu ses interlo-

S
Un eve ue aprés cuteurs de la situation prévalant dans
son pays. Une situation tendue, mar-

rF

o .
Finvasion, quée par le face-a-face d’une popula-

M?* Belo tion de 700 000 Timorais, d'une part.

con e et de 150 000 colons indonésiens
entend «épaulés» par 10 000 soldats, d'autre

1, Occupaﬁon poursuivre pm-:tf\lous vivons constamment sous la

2l menace, sous surveillance, sans avoir
la résistance la possibilité de dire vraiment ce que

Timor refuse toujours e e e
«l ordre de ]akarta » M~ Belo a la demi-douzaine de jour-

nalistes qui l'interviewaient a 10 000 kilometres de dis-
tance. «Nous sommes actuellement aussi isolés du mon-

s : s 5 : :
A Poccasion du 20¢ anniversaire de I'invasion par de que nous Iétions il y a cing, dix ou quinze ans~, 2+l

I’armée indonésienne de l’ancienne colonie répondu a une question du Devoir.
portugaise de Timor oriental, des manifestants ont Depui f;s qué:lques gxois, alorlsa rgfrge 1qu'on djagnosdti-
. 5 - quait, faute de combattants, e la resistance du
occupé, hier 4 Jakarta (capitale de IIndonésie), deux FRETILIN (Front révolutionnaire du Timor pour linde-
ambassades aux cris de «Timor libre!» Pendant ce pendance), les manifestations reprenaient sur le terri-
temps, a Dili (capitale du Timor oriental), au moins toire o&cug:l, le plu?e souvent émimées par de jeunes
i 2 2 : gens. M* Belo, que le régime d’occupation traite avec
70 arrestations étaient signalées, notamment parmi des pincettes, a pris le relais en martelant ses mots
des jeunes gens qui voulaient écrire le mot «Liberté» d’ordre de «résistance pacifique», de «paix~ et de «di-
sur un mur. A Lisbonne, le président portugais gnité». = :
Maiis Seases & ke N th Un comme les autorités chinoises au Tibet. le re-

gime de Jakarta mene au Timor une politique d'assimila-
tion qui doit ultimement mener a la solution du «proble-
me timorais» par la «noyade culturelle~ de cette poignee
de catholiques dans l'océan démographique

internationale pour qu’elle condamne «le régime

Francois Brousseau
Q  u Nicaragua, au Salvador, en Pologne, les
: naguére montés au front

la dictature ou I'
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‘It is important because it shows
one of their own has said what we
lowly members of Parliament and cit |
izens of Canada are saying, " he said.

East Timor. a former Portuguese
colony, was invaded by Indonesia in |
1975 and annexed the following year |
in a move still not recognized by the |
United Nations. !

Timorese exiles and human-rights
groups say that as many as 200.000

| Dispatch
on Timor

raises
questions

Ambassa a | people died because of the invasion. "5
1 egor 2 report i Mr. Dickenson, Mr. Stewart and ‘
released to cntac 1 other Canadian officials visited East |

5 Timor a month after six civilians |

BY PAUL ENOX ‘, were killed. Several soldiers were |

W0 ittt ! later disciplined for the killings. ‘

|

fairs
about Canada’s policy outside it.

The dispatch outlined human-rights
ances and beatings, in a crackdown by

As quoted by Ms. Scharfe in her
book, Mr. Dickenson's report de- |
scribed a military crackdown that
<has consisted of intimidation, step-
ped-up mulitary and police visibility,
anestand...in-treatment,and..ﬂa
number of cases of death, disappear- |
ance and severe beatings.” |

It said the Canadian diplomats told 1
Indonesian authorities they detected |
a “disturbing trend of violence which |
is not likély to settle differences with
the Timorese.”

The full report also included ac-
counts of visits to small towns, in-
cluding some where it was well
known to whom the Canadian team

Ms. Scharfe obtained the dispatch
i late June after discussions be-
tween the department’s Southeast
Asia division and the office of its ac-
co-ordinator, Alan Bowker, would
Dot comment on the affair.

" In July, Mr. Allmand quoted por-

~ tions of the dispatch in a speech to

UN's




