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East Timorese mothers write to Hilary Clinton 

1h fol/owin i the If. t of a l tier to Hila · Jinton, wifi 
if Pre ident 81/l /Jnton, from 48 Ea t Tunore e -wmen 

who ·ign d the I tter but asked that th ir id ntitie not be 
made public. 

)' our E cellenc 

First of all we wish to e. pre our respcctfu] greetin� and 
personal congratulation, to you and your husband. 

We, the mothers of children who have disappeared and 
died in th tragedy of 12 November 1991, moved by the 
love for our children who constitute the people of East 
Timor, consciou of the critical and distressing moment in 
\\'hich our country and people arc living, take the opportun­
ity to express our complete rejection of Indonesia's dirty 
politic.al manipulations, and re-affirm our unshakeable wish 
to struggle until we have gained our totaJ freedom. 

Relying on your goodwill and benevolence in listening to 
our deepest concerns, we respectfully present the following 
reflections: 

l. As mothers of children who have died or disappcMed,
we continue to live in the silence of this immense sorrow,
\\'ithout knowing where our beloved, martyred children are
buried. We ask and demand that the Indonesian government
return to us the bodies of our children.
2. We reject all the dirty manoeuvres of lndoncsia which
claim that 'deveJopmcnt' and 'progress' of our country c,an
be compensation for our children. We feel nothing but
contempt for the great buildings, tarmacked roads, fashion­
able bribes, all to achieve the peaceful elimination of our
people.
3. We are a mall people, frail in all aspects of life, but we
wish to keep alive the flame of our resistance, which idcn-

ti 1cs us � fr d h nourabl , pJ . 
4. We wish to expr� our great apprcci tion for the J
po ition whi h you and your husband iave tak: n �hr"Ul the
problem of East Timor.
5. We appeal to the matern J feeling. of Y ur Excellency,
to present the dark imag of our � uffcring at th meeting
which is due to take pla c in New York on 17 cp ember
199
6. You should know that, aftc, the return f the repr n­
tativcs of the American Senate•), detention and rcpri J
continue to be directed at our children. Our homes continue
to be watched by Indonesian soldier dr cd m civili
clothes, and military vehicles have been painted in civilian
colours such as blue and cream.

To conclude this letter, we � th t Your E. ccllcncy 
f orgivc the typing errors which are ca d partly by the 
very basic conditions in which we are working and partly 
by the terror and fear which we cxperienc while our hom 
arc being watched. 

Once more, we would like to express our r pcctful 
grectin� to Your Excellency and to your distingui cd 
husband, Bill Clinton, President of the United tat of 
America. 

With deepest respect, 

(48 name and sign turesJ 
10 cptcmber 1993, East Timor 

•) Jt was widely believed in East Tuno1 th t the people on the U 
nu �ion that visi ed f.a.st Tunot on 1 September w re member, f 
Congr . 1n fact. they were US congr · onal aides and aU. 
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Since Indonesia's invo­
sionof EastTimorin 1975, 
o er 200,000 people

hav died as a r suit of
violence • starvation
and disease orought
about by the lndone�
si n occupat;on. The
United Nations hos r
peatedly coiled tor
tndoonesio ·s withd1owl.
Australia has ,ham fully
endorsed this situo tion.
Despit overwh /min
odds, tt1e East Tirnor s
r sistonc continues, 

t1eovily depender1t on 
int r,,o ion I lidorit .
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d f a t 1 ,n,or in v. lacion of tli
\'i t d p<Jlii, I pr on r h l b � tr ? err t o:t 

le en ie i\ th impr t 

t•on hi! th th ritie ha\'e arbztrarzl) gran 

d t pr ent Ea t Tznz r . r n1", - ts have u.rre , I • But tan , m r arre r eni n . . . . - E Timor "h,l el era/ foreign m ions t·ere t l 

G ilc h e been en mu h in eviden e m_ the ,--------------------7
. an hn f Ea_ l Tt.m res:c Ji icaJ pnsoners sm:e 

Xanana held .th commo
,...-·-- m a re hen the human right si uatt n_ Ul • • als 

��--\...lUL 

l'/9 ....... ,m,n Tun r h been under u.ch lose intemati nal scrutmy. .,_.. _ 
. Lin has changed on th �ound but the force� of oc_cu­
pah n a e gon to �on iderable_ lengths to m e hmg 
ppear better so as to reduce outs1de pres.sure. 

Cl me c · e ' granted 
As prcdi ,ed Pres'de t uhartu anno ·need _m J l · ! at he

aecidcd to gran cJemenc · to the East Tunor restStan_ccJc: der Xa.nan Gusmao and red ce his sentence fiom life 
0 rurrnt • •ears. This is a hoUo"r ge urc as Xanana ould 

n ver, under any cir um.stances, have _-anted cJemen_c:
fr m a r gime that has perpetrated such en.mes of humanity 
a ainst his people. 

Oemeocies \.Vert al granted · o tv-·o of t e eigb East 
Ttmore e ·ho ·ere tried and sentenced in Dili for taking 
part in t e 12 ·ovember 1991 d ... monst1ation The eight­
car senten c of Carlos d� San o Lemos was reduced by 

, 

two } ears •hile Boni[ cio . f gno Ferreira's sentence ·as 
from si.� to four ·ears .. Teither bad been defended Y 

la ·crs from the ugaJ Aid Insti1u e and ""·ere defended 
ins �d b · Sudjono, a la :er ·ho has made no secret of his 
close links �ith th poli e and the securi y for�s. He could 
·eU have made the tv:o clemenc.: applicatio on his o n

inif tive as he most ce rta·ruy did in the case of Xanana 
Gusma . There is no evidence that be ·as ading on th 
instruction of the tv.·o prisoners. 

'Amne ti s' for guerrilla lea ers 
The fate and i.\therea uts f tv,·o guerrJJa eade remain 
mv'"' cry. au Hudo ·ho ·a caught in earl) in 1992, and 
fau Hu , · o took o er the Jeadersh·p o the armed 

resis ance ovement after ,, · anana Gu.sm o and ·as 
c.aptured in pril during a military operation. 'either men 
has been granted cc;ess to la ryers and, to 11 intents and 
purpose they ha 'C been held incomm nicado. 

.. ;\ftcr " ana Gusmao's rial backfired disasirou ly fo the 
forces of occupation. all intcntio f trying these men \\·ere 
apparently abandoned. In ear y Au � roving amba.�dor 
Lopes da Cruz announced that au Hu.no bad been given 

presidential IU,I..I.Uesty and ._ "effective) ' been re)r.ascd", 
al gedl because he b.td rrcndcrc . Tb.is · simplj 
rue. 
The amn t · as confirmed f c ' wee later by 

mil· · mmander, &·or-G ene Theo Sya.fe·, ·hos.aid 
a Hudo , d al so en given an e ·, o hin ... 

·as id a. ut th men ha e been released· instead� au
Huno · ·d o be st.t:ing \\'1th an Indonesian {amil •· 

hicb could me h is · the charge of an army officer. 
).Uei cl imed that amnesties had been granted a 
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On 11 A t, xa.na.na � . as orcibly remo.vcd
fro Dili. "''"'lO is now det;troed m Kedungpane Prisonm - ' -n..:� . nn�n for in Semarang, Qntr lava J.W.'.l 1S a.-:·--

_. ..... n-1- -n... Indonesian onties are no comnion - I.UU,l.ai:t. .1. m;, 
• b only in violation of the 1949 Geneva Convent on. y

tcmoving him from East Timor; the� are no trutmg
bi:m like a com on criminal. Moreover' be h • bec:1

oved to a place hi h makes all_ contact � ?is
family virtually impos.sible. To decciVe worl�. opuuon
over their treatmcn of Xaoana, 1he a!1tho�t� ha. e
described Ked ngpane as a 'high-quality pnson th 
excellent amenities. 

Xanana clearl does not ac.cept this. e � know
that ,�then he discovered that as gomg to be 
forcibl · transferred to Javat he asked to be se�� to 
Qpinang Prison in Jakarta to be with other pol1t1ca1 
prison rs. Instead he was sent to Kedungpan�,_ ·here
he is sharing a cell with two men convicted on 
maoslaughter cllarges. In protes. against � and 
gains other inj i� such. a.s the confisca�on of

mo of · · personal belongings after be amved m
Semarang be went on hunger strike for tv.,,o eeks. · 
T.;J'()L h.a.s learnt that he became so weak he had to 

phy ic.atly supported when he- ·mtcd to attend to 
religious �rvice. 
In September, the armed for� chief of general 

-... General Mantiri, dmitted tha Xanan:i Gusmao 
had been on hunger strike nd was so weak tha e 

as e. amined b a milita.ty d c o . [BBC, 3.IX. 1993}
His family who ha 'C not been allo ed to visit him 

o ,:!iC,C him since sentence ' passed on 2 I May, 
·ere kept in the dark abou the move. It so happened

that, on the day fie was twwferred, his sister 
Atmmdina 'l:U .. l"" to authoriti to asi: for 
peT1JJissioo o see biro- o only did they say oo1bing 
abou his · . t dep.artw'e; they told her to go
ho e and prepare a. wri , -l'C'llUest !or pet tui:ssifJTI to 
sec · . N'oiw that i! scvenl tho saDid miles away, 
the chances or their see· him arc: extremely remote,
[Bernas, 16.VIII.1993] 

. C S . 
Mfs Wbo VWted Indoneaia. in

September anted to go o Sema.r� to visit him but 
wc:re no , allrn111¥1 to dn so. 

month before u did not elaborate. [t so happens that the 
ann uncement ·as made co venientl) just before a US 
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m n u o p \ �--�rt 1 1t to Ea t

>rm lton rem (,;I nde t ne ur e that 'h 
m n re u1 the hand f the pec1al c nn,' 1 telhgen e, 

:, n tn -.:.A�t T1n,or b} he 1n1hals, GI. Repor lI1 the 
e th t th o men 1ave been ta en to the u h by the

rm o peal guenllla to rrender onl_: reinforce the 
tm re I n that the} are m the hand of arm · mteHigen e 

Pri oner m ,·ed from Ea t Timor 
The mo t d1 turb1ng development vis-a-vis all the EaS1 
Tunore e h have b en tried since 1992 is their transfer 
out of the country 10 pr1 on in vanous parts of Lndonesia. 

u 1 1n i. 1olat1on of Article 49 o · the Fou11h Geneva 
n nt1on of 1949 ·h1ch tate · 

fnd,i idual or rnas forcible transfers, as .-.·ell as deport-
HO of protected person from (the) occupied territory to 

tlie 1err IOI)' of the Occupying Power, or ro that of any 
other coun1ry, occupied or not, are proh1bi1ed, regardless 
of their 1nouve 11 

Almost all the East Timorese who have been tried since 
the Santa Cruz Mass.acre of November 1991 are no Jonger 
being held in Dili: 

• (,regorio da Cunha Saldanha� 30, sentenced to life,
and Francisco Miranda Branco, 42, who got a fifteen­
year �ntencc, have been transferred o Cipinang Prison in
J karta. 
• Filomeno da Silva Pereira, 42, \vho was ntenced to
5 .,·ear and eight months, Saturnino da Co ta Belo; ab ut
3 , v.·hose nine-year ntencc ma · have been 1ncreased on
app�dl, Jacinto da Ne,·e Raimundo All'e , 35, \Vho got
ten year. , and Juveocio de Jesu M rtin . in his earl , 30 ,
v.rh ) w a., sentenced to 6 year and l O month , have II hccn
lran.sferrcd to Mataram Pri on, Lombok l ]and.
* Carlos dos Santos Lemos, 36, ·ho 8- •e r ntence
ha<; been reduced to ix. Bonifacio Magno Pereira. _ ,
v.·ho got six years, Bobby Xa,·ier. in his early t ·entie ,
s.ente�cell to three years, Jacob da Sif,·a, al in his early 
1went1es, sentenced to two years. and Alexio da Uva 
(;omes, al o in hi early t�:enties, who v..as given two year 
and three mo:ith , are aJI now being held at Penfui Prison 
in Kupang, West Timor. 

The last three named above �·ere, tried n a frame-up for 
the murder of an East Timorese ·ho \Vas among the mob 
that ,attacked Motael Church v..'here the; were taking refuge
on .... 8 o�tober 1991. No-one has been charged for the 
murder of ebastiao Gome who \\'as killed in the same 
incident and ·bo e death was being commemorated when 
the �anta Cruz massacre occurred on 12 November 1991. 
It i not clear where the other two young East Timorese 
\\'h '-''ere charged v..··th murder, Joao dos Santos and 
Bonifacio Barreto, are being held although it is understood 
that they too have been moved out of East Timor. 

Prison conditions in Dili 

A do ument whi h de crib the experiences of these 
t�hirteen prison . ince their arrest immediately after the

anla ruz m �. sacre provide a grim picture of Jiving in 
d u nd unhealthy cell , month of incarceration without 
f mil ' 1. i being allowed and an aJmost total lack of
medic I treatmen_t for Jung disorders. malaria and injuries. 
� d umcnt �'lll be made av iJabJc after full translation 

en don 

EAST TlMOR 

The ri oner were held for the first t n moo h 1n 
Comoro here J1vmg c.on itions ·er ery crampe ; me 

exe in cell ·it · out roof . The; ·ere then mo ed to
B. lide military pr1 on hich h a panicularJ. b d re uta­
ti'ln a a centre for tonure Balid i an old co onial- t\ le 
prison that built during the Portugue e era; it 1 � · 
· entilation an the floors are damp because the pr1-on i 
si1uated in a sv. amp. The cells ave very Jo\\· eiling hi h 
accentuate the heat. The prisoners had no ac e to he 

nJight and slept on hare, damp floors, cau wg an oulbrea · 
of serious disorders for •hich no treatment ra- • a1lable 

Ti""Jrtse political prisoners in Becora prison, Dili. 

h rtly before the second v it to Dili of the UN Secre­
t�·-General's envoy, Amos Wako, in April 1993, the 
prisoner \\'ere moved from Balide to the civilian Becora 
Prison \\'here conditions arc much better, to make things 
look more presentable for this important dip1imatic occa­
sion. Be�ra is a newJy-built prison \\'here prisoners each 
have their O"-"�n cells and the floor are made of cement. 

However, immediately after the Wako visit seven of the 
thirteen prisoners were anished from Ea t Timor and the 
others have since been transferred out of East Timor as 
well � 

The struggle for democracy 
Human dignity 

Published by in DEMO

Indonesian NGOs for Democracv 

jl. Diponegoro 74 Jakarta 
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TI E EAST 'fIMORESE - A PEOPLE

/This article reflects the substance of Pax

Christi's efforts over recent n1onths to drive home to

the Australian Government the extent of its departure

from United Nations Covenants in its rec°!lnition of

Indonesia's military tnkeover of East Timar. The 

letters. as well as this article were prepared by Pax

Christi member Frank Horwood. Prank and his wife

Afary haue both been outspoken critics of the Austral­

ian Government's fln.wed and immoral policy that

recogniZes Indonesia's sovereignty over East Timor.J

In 1942 Australia insisted on landing troops 
on Easl Timor, violating the neutrality of Portu.guese 
territory. Then. sustained by the support of tl1e 
people of East Timor. about 400 Australian soldiers 
inflicted l 500 fatalities on the invading Japanese 
forces numbering 20,000 troops at the cost of 40 
Australian lives during their 12 months action on 
the island. James Dunn in his book "Timor. A People 
Betrayed .. said that subsequent to ot1r withdrawal 
in 1943, the Japanese offensive resulted in the 
death of East Timorese estimated to be as .high as 
40,000. 

Australia's dejure recognition of Indonesia's 
sovereignty over East Timor, established by the 
coalition government in 1979 and affirmed by the 
Labor government in 1985. denies the obligation "to 
promote the realisation of self-determination and to 
respect that right in conformity with the Charter of 
the United Nations." This obligation is proclaimed in 
Article l part 3 of two international covenants. 
Australia thereby uniquely violated the United Na­
tions International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. and the United Nations International Cov­
enant on Economic, SociaJ and Cultural Rights. The 
first was signed on December 18th 1972 and ratified 
on 10 December 1975: while the second was signed 
on December 18th, 1972 and ratified on 13 August 
1980. 

By entering into an agreement with Indonesia 
for the joint exploration and future exploration of t11e 
resources of the Timor Gap, Australia has lessened 
the right oft.he East Timorese to develop their own 
resources. Again U1is is a violation of Article 5 of the 
intemalionaJ Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

On the other hand the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade claims that dejure recognition of
Indonesia's annexation of East Timor has enabled
Australia to pursue its concerns for human rights
and economic development in a more constructive
and effective way than would otheiwise be possible.
However Australia's monitoring of human nghts
abuses over the years did not prevent the massacreor Ea t Tirnorese at lhe Santa Cruz cemetery, Dili in

ovemb r 1991. nor does 1t stop the abuses which
continue at present, and even less does it change the
Disarming nmes 

by Frank IJorwoocl

atlitt1de of the Indonesian military leaders toward

the East Ttn1orese dissidents as revealed, for in­

stance. in public comments by General Sulrismo

and Major Sayfei following t.he massacre. Ltk�wtse

·our own Prime Minister recently exhorted President

Clinton to take a" oftly-softly' approach to human

rights. While Senator Gareth Evans. Australia's

Foreign Minister may claim that punishment of

Indonesian military officers involved in the massa­

cre are unprecedented actions consequent on Aus­

tralia's submission. it is a small gain. This is to be

seen when one compares the meek punishment of

demotion or joal for 8 - 12 months for Indonesian

military officers - for disobeying military orders
(which resulted in many deaths): to punishment of
imprisonment for 8 years to life for East Timorese 
for staging a demonstration. 

Apart from support to the tune of several 
million dollars for the work of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and UNICEF in 
the occupied territory of East Timer, Australia pro­
vides finance (totalling $30 million from 1992) for 
development projects in consultation with the Indo­
nesian International Aid Planning Bureau 
(BAPPEVAS). Thus the resources of East Timor are 
being developed without consultation with or ap­
proval by the people of East Timor - a further denial 
ofthetrrights(Pst.icle l Part 1&2 lCCPR and ICESCR). 

Australia has therefore consistently indulged 
in a policy of division of human rights as far as the 
people of East Timar are concerned, a policy of 
principle firmly rejected by the World Conf ere nee on 
Human Rights held 10 Vienna in June 1993. Accord­
ing to the Dept. of Foreign Affairs and Trade this 
policy is to continue. 

Australia. havtng already expressed regret 
that an act of self determination has not taken place 
for the East T1morese, it is essential that support be 
given to the talks taking place between the Foreign 
Ministers of Indonesia and Portugal under the spon­
sorship of the Secretary General of the United Na• 
lions. Butros Butros Ghali; or to support the .. talks 
campaign" (wherein talks without condition have 
been proposed between Indonesia, Portugal and 
representatives of the East Timer people). Addition­
ally it would be preferable for Australia to withdraw 
its de Jure recognition of the sovereignty of Indonesia 
over East Timor. 

By continuing to ignore international norms of 
human lights which it l1as subscribed to, with 
regards to East Timor but not to other countries
such as Namibia. Cambodia etc., Australia contin­
ues to betray the people of East Timar. 
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in Jud s c n ·r te t p h th Jinton Administr tion 
t ard th Suh no r gime nd ' t nothcr re olution 
d ted b th U in Geneva bout th human right 
itu tion. The resolution of the U" Senate Foreign Affairs 

mmittce linking rms Je~ for Indone ia to East Timor 
an a Ltrongly- lrd d London Times editorial, hung like 
a l ud er Ind ne ia' haras� d policy-makers. 

The offi i I tatement by th uggest that there was 
a little more �u tan e to the talks than at the April session 
in Rome. There was reference to the t\\'O sides reiterating 
their commitment to the chairman's consen us statement at 
the Human Right Commission in 1992 but this was an 
unsatisfactory compromi e, committing Indonesia to doing 
little more than facilitate acces.5 to East Tim or for additional 
humanitarian organisations and human rights organisations. 

This was the point most widely reported, though AJatas 
said that lndonesia was already doing 30 anyway. As we 
ho\\· elsewhere, the Indonesian Foreign Ministry does make 

a sho · of trying to allow missions from abroad to visit East 
Timor but the occupying military forces do everything to 
make it impossible for such missions to meet East Timorese 
and carry out investigations, so as to conceal the grave 
human rights situation. 

Including East Timorese in the talks? 
Paragraph 5 of the UN statement states that both ministers 
"noted the Secretary-General's intention to carry out 
contacts as he deems useful in his efforts to assist in the 
solution of the question". This can be interpreted as the fust 
public acknowledgement that the Secretary-General is 
working to include East Timorese representatives in the 
taJks. This is required by UN General Assembly resolution 
37/30 of 1982 which requests the Secretary-General to 
consult "all parties directly concerned" in the conflict. 

Bishop Belo, head of the East Timor Catholic Church, is 
known to have strong views on this question. During a 
discussion with the Swedish MPs who were in East Timor 
in September and which has been broadcast on Swedish 
radio, he reiterated his support for a referendum in East 
Timor. In his opinion, Jose Ramos-Horta, member of the 
troika leadership of the National Council for Maubere 
Resistance (CNRM), should be included in the consulta­
tions. He also gave the names of other Timorese inside the 
country who should be consulted. 

What about this year's UN recommendations? 
A commitment to implement the UN Human Rights 
Commission's resolution of March 1993 would be far more 
ignificant. This demands access for the four UN thematic 

mov forw - d ... lo I 

inve tig tor o working group of th U - n tort re, 
dt ,tpp rant , • rbitr ry d tention ud ummary e,.,....,"'u­
tion .. Movetu n h re sc m. intoler bly low but accor in 
to a Jett r f om th BritL h foreign Offi , th uropean 
C >mm unit is pr in for imple1nent tion of lh · section 
of th nnmission' r olution. Time will telJ how ft>rce­
fulJy the E i. pu hing for thi tu hap n. 

Indonesia want.� 'compr hen iv olution'? 
After the talks, Reuter quoted Ali Alat ying: "[f we 
stick to our re pective b ic r itions, w are diametrically 
opposed. Clearly the po ition is to fmd a way somewhere 
in the middle." He even said Indonc ia i prepared to work 
with the UN for "a ju t, comprehensive and internationally 
ace ptabJe solution". To anyone who under tands UN 
prin iplc and the wi he of the East Tim re c people, this 
can only mean one thing - an act of self-determination and 
a referendum on East Timor's future. But while sounding 
flexible, Alat� could have other things in mind. 

UN Sub-Commission resolution 

The UN Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination 
and Protection of Minorities in Geneva in August this year 
once again adopted a resolution expressing "deep concern" 
at the continuing violations of human rights in East Timor. 
The most significant point is the reference in the resolution, 
for the fust time in any UN resolution, to the applicability 
of the 1949 Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War. It notes that "forcible 
removal of prisoners" from East Timor to serve jail sen­
tences in Indonesia contravenes this Convention and urges 
the Indonesian government to honour this provision. 

Significantly also, the US expert member of the Sub­
Commission was one of the sponsors of the resolution. 
Previously US expeI1s have not supported East Timor. The 
motion was adopted by 13 votes to 10 with 2 abstentions. 
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