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,, , ,  t t :, i , t,onti < JU!l

• . (J N,,, ,c,11 / Jer JI, , , , , . I
rtl ' \tetl 1 11 1 1 /i /1v l,ui, ,11 <", to 11 1;,(1/(lt , ·1 '  ' '11 -

tr > ,, rl ,, 1 tll 1n nt, · , 1  , <1 // ri; fi ''
., 

r. I J . ,1 / i'i 1cll - !,e1 11 ' 
/1 1\ r, I< ·,, .., · urill c,,11 cc1 11 1 t 11 1 1 <. I' , ,  ' 1 ' '  

I J 1. 1 pt u r  I <lu 1 1 11 • ,1 d \\' l l  r ,  1 d  1 11 1
ou t 1 rt s  o f  l ) 1 h  l f . � k  n t o 

n 1h l  n , t I t 1 1 u1 lt· n t r , 11 i 1n1n1 d , ,  te l )  uhjc I t  d l o

1 1 1 n 1 , 1 n 1  rr 1l •d l ton f le •• rre t e  I I t he h rnc n 1  t he
11 1 t h  nd 1 t · 1  of t 1 hu .-\. raujo  l hc 1 e t 1 l in lc<1Lh.:: i u1
r r u i l  h \ h. o '-' C f :u r1.:� I d 

fi 1 • r r  I c. 111 , r1 , penod nf th cp  i loon1 in Dd 1 ,  5 1  
\ • t r n " l ,n t rn ls h .  J pre •e nlcd • nv  commcmurar ion 

i f  t h  J _: nv n1b� r ma'>sat:re 1 he 1n1p. c t  of the new on 
th popu l t i  n .  t r 1,1, hom ', n. na h.,s loug hcen  the �y mbol 

r I t. Tl ( , rn u!>t have h .en  <lcv staling, magnify ing 1 hc 
n c o l ru  t ra t 1  )0 ,ind angt r . 

I n tern t iona l  protest 
Pr -. ,  I 1 1 1 1 r t  1 Soa r c -.  of  Portug.d \\'ho �l i d  he haJ heard 
l f  th,. arrc t " 1 t h  "dc rr  cn1u I Ion and �,d nc�s ·· ,  l rd  t he 
p1 l > I C  t ,  ca ll 1 ng for Xa11 �u1 tl 's rclc i!sc " I t  1 s  ncce!-)s ry fo r a l l  
J· < pl 1 tuo ughl) U I  t hL: v. or ld to wa h: h  c l o�c l y and exert 
pres u r t· for · an, na J U , nt ,H to he c t  f rec and to  b t rc a tcd 

1t h hun, ru t -.  nJ rc�pcc t " 1- l c  dcl)cnhcd the rcs i  t a.nee 
!cud r • s a "man o t  nurag • and dc t nn 1nat 1on "''ho is
t rn  hng t or the independe nce uf his coun t ry '' .
Pr suJcn t  Soar phoned the UN Secret , ry -General a. k ing 

h 1n1 to tn lervcn , v.: i t h  t he Indonesian au thori t ic . to saf c 
u ,1 1d  h 1 '.)  v. c ll - hl..' 1 ng and prc �s for h i�  re lease .  He a l so 

a � 1.:d Prc'-l 1 J  1 1 1 M i 1 t c ra 1 1d to 1 n t c rccdc un Xanana\  be ha l f 
v. 1 1 h  P r r , 1d  u l  � 11 h . 1 rt n  d u n n� a st a t e  v i:-.i t to  France nn 23

� -..;.  ,,. n1ht  r
I n  .t l c l l c t  I t )  t he l N �ccrc t ., r i, -Gene r a l ,  Lo rd  Avchu r\ of, . 

J >u 1 lt a 111 t n ll1 r 1 ,1 n \  for /�a')J 1unor and ch .. t i r  of the l'arl1a 
ment  ,,, l/i1.Jt1(Jn R,gh t, (irOU[) wrote : n�rhc trca ln1c n 1  of 
Xanan . ,u�mao w JnJc he remain-.,  in de tent ion shou ld  he 
go •,1r r 1 1 t  d h} the Gcne nva Convent ions on pr isoners of war 
aud th , ..,  shou ld inc l ude acce s hy the Red Cross. Wi l l  yo u 
pJ (' a  c t1\k fl lr an immediate v is i t .  to pro t ext Xanana  
(Ju\n1 .t I from tnrt u rc '1 "

1 n  , l-lf ,1 1 c n1 n t  to t he pres\ a fc�· hours afte r  his a r rest , 
1 ,\P<)l .  c .i l l cd fur lus immed ia t e  and u ncond i t ional re l e ase · 

lhe 1nt,·rn(JttOnal conununtty has long recogn ised Xananu 
(iusnruo at: the undisputed leader of J:,.asr Tum,r 's cou 
rllJl.Cou , re,;ir;tanct: to Ur; 1nvusinn and anne.ta1ion hy
lndone\ 1u lit 1 9 75 JI ha� led rite resistance ,nove,ncn t with
greut c ourage, fore sight  and determinatinn since 1 9HO, 
h,n tn>: rt· 'i/oted lire ,noi ·crnen t '� fortune5' after 1/ie se, ·ere 
de/cu r I f  ,u.ff<'rcd tn 1J,,, late 1 9 70."i. Xununu ltu long been 
the i n, l,ol of re ir;tun , c for both the older and younger 
g<:n ·ra tton , of 1:-a�t 1 unorese

7hl lndon • ti.In ar;ny J known to treat Jhctr p<>liltcal
f''' �on , •r ,;  �vz rlt e.i:.treme hrutubty /With/ Xanana (h.1s111uo 
nott u1 their hand\, 1 1  ll  er;;senllal J<,r hun to be given full
1 1rrU1'< non hy ti, in l<'rtuJlloru.1 / conunu111 ty. 111 -, /ntrrna 
( lorral J<,,d ( 'ro 'i� 5/,ou ld he gt t 'l'n un1ncdu1le u ce �

11s lead£ r of the nat t<Jnal re�1-,rancc, Xanana (lus,noo lu1s
a crucial r1J/e to pluy i n  rhc ta lk � about the future nf ,�·a 1
1 ursor v-.l1 1cf, are no ►v undcr¾'tJY unller UN au 11ice.\ 11,e, S ' r  tar) - G nc,al  J>r 1101, t ro . •  (,'hab zs  un,ier tood to
b plnnn 1ng to hold con ulruttnn fi h'l lh r,1Jre ·en tatn •e of
II: i�a t 1 11,i, rt se f' opl< a� ,,art of th, �  pro ss }(anana
(, ' oo n ti.SI not b f)r( i ·cn (cd fro,n 1ak 1n1: 1,art i n  thr'. e, n irultau >n 

I p I .,... 1 ) I � to t hi.:: tJ • Scc 1ct. r ,_ , uc r .  I and th

[\r i t t .  h ,ovt  rnn1 n l  long 1 h c ,  J i n  5 . 
t ,  t t  ni c u t  b Arnni.::� l  f n t  r ua t  ion.t i  ex p r e  d dt: p

( one ru f p 1 X,1u ,1n 's ... t i  t · l l  fw.lJd 1 1  v. .  sc_i; 1 11 ,m .  ·d i -

1 , u a ian lcl:  J r  ,m t h  l ndHnC 1 ,  11 a uthont tc� t h ,1 1 Xauana

Gusn1 , 1 0 \.\:uu ld ho l r c;i t cd  h u n1 an <  Jy .  that lh  f n t c rn�t tona l

f{cd ro� v.· , Hi ld h gr,1ntcd imm ·dia t c , ud un  I nchhona l

a.c cc  to  h 1 �  p l a  e ol dt tc u t  10n and 1 11 1  ! h Y.'OU  I d  . h 

a ( urn p:u1 i 1.:d  h · a l awye r  of  h is t v. n rho 1c �·tl l JC he uig

int • n  1 1g,, 1 cd , as rcqu i red hy I nJun\; ht r1 la'-'' ,

l lorta: Ea:t Ti mor' s Nelson Mandela !

I n  au 1 u l  rv 1c...,· on the f\[l( World Serv1 <.: c  on 20 Novcm -
hc 1 , Jo. c Ran1n<,- J l o rt a ,  off u ....ia l  spokesp<.'r  on  of 1hc NRM
ahro.1d ,  sa 1J t ha t  t he captu re o f  (;orr1mande r  Xanana Gus1na  1
ha:-. on l y  c re a ted  anu t hc r  prohlcn1 for t he l ndonc!)i an  "'fhcy 
h ,1 ..., e a n  e xp los i vt � 1 1 .i ,  t i 1  t 1 ! Jfl t he i r h, nd� The arrr -, t  of 

( )U1n1 anc..l c r  Xanau:1 Gusn1an  i no t g( 1ng tu rc�ulve 1 h  
prob lem fo r t hcn1 (Ju i t c  t he con t rary . F or us  i t  can be a big 

. . '' t u rn ing pn 1 n l

�fe dc�cohcd Xau,ina  as a na t ionah t ,  a pa t r i o t ,  a l u n1h lc 
pers (l n, " i ncrcd ih iy  in te l l igent , wi th an incred ible dctcnni
nahon .  He 's a poet , a wri ter ,  a jou rnal ist , and ahovc a l l ,  he 's 
a human h,1 " 

Xanana ·!'t arres t  v.·ou ld mean as m u ch to t he people of Ea t 
T1 1 1 1or as Nt· l son Mandel a '  1mpr 1  onmen t on R< he n I }and 
had mean t 1 0  the people of Sou th Africa . J u  t a " t he people 
of Sou th Afr ica  were inspired by e ls.o n Mande la ,  the 
peopJc of East T1mor are inspired b · Comm ander Xanana 
Gusmao Arou nd him there a rc a Joi of yuung and cxpc ri 
cnced (.;adrcs, i n  t he res ista 1 1ce in the moun ta in. and a l so in  
the occu pied areas, who \Vi l l  con l lnuc to he gu ided by 
Commande r  Xanana Gusmao in the t ruggle again . t t he 
Ot"cupation . " 

f f  Xanana goes on t ria l , said  I-Iona,  '' he and a l l of us 
around the �·orld wil l t um h i!\ t rial in to a t heat re of denun 
cia t ion of I ndonesia , as much as Ne ) on  Mande l a  u cd his 
tr ia l  to denounce the aparthe id regime . " 

More arrests in Di l i. 
Seven members of the fami ly  of Ahi J io Araujo were
-'IITCsted Vt-'hcn Xanana Gusmao wa. capt u red in the ir home .
·1 he � HIL J u di.; h i �  74 -ycar -u lt1  n1o t hc r ,  lu:,,  s 1.;; t t: r  and
hro t hcr - in- lav. and fou r  !-to ns and Llaugt1 t c r  . They  \\'e re al l
t ak<.' fl  to an  unk r�ov.·n place of d1• t c n l !on Sou r  . • s  reporting
these arrc�ts !\a 1 d  t ha t  th(  si l u at iun in t he te rri l lH} has
fu r the r O(' t

_
cn i_i ra t cd , "'-' i l h t roop, spread cvc ry'-'·he 1 c .

Mcanv.: tu lc 1 n  Jak ana ,  l lcndard 1  �prak ing  on heha l f  of the
Lcg, l Aid I ns t 1 t u t c ,  sa id th ,  t i t 1 � ready t o de fend Xanana
Gu\nlau i f  he so wishes I t  u rg L' d  t he rt. U t hori t ic s to t rea t  h im
>n a((Ofd < Jl(C  v.· 1 t h  t he f <1v.  ' ' 1 1 1 L  l ud 1 ng aJ lo"· ing h im to
se l {'< f J ,1v,:yc 1 :-. to accom p.u1 y h 1 n1 , 1 1  eve ry in t e rroga t ion " .

1 he human r igh t s otg .t t 1 1 !-.;:i h o11 .  lnfight ( I ndonesian Fron t
for 1hr. De fence of I l un1an Righ t !-. )  warned that Xanan.1 's
arrest cou ld rcprc�cn t  a sc r ,ou � c thack to fforts 10 reach
an overa l l so fu t , on  to t he quest ion nf  Ea. t Timnr.  I t  · t r essed
that , in t he eyes of t he v;or l <l ( onun u n1 t y ,  t he fund,tmrnta l
l'>.c_u  tor t he E,i\ l  rl 1 nt t  re . «.:  i -.  sc: l f-dc t t' r JnHt ,J l ion . � 
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ft r t h  1n\  c n 011 D · 1nhr r, he l a \'Cd hc h 1 nd to 
r P' rt l'lll 1h "'l lua  10n u1 1 1 J i  " h  re hru t <, 1 t r  i t i 1.: h, d 

cu rr d, .1I1 \\' . lh  I ,  st ccnt r 1 l om n 1 t 1 mcmh r to 
Jea ·e i he capit I On c in t h  hu 1 .  he b me a p l atopn 
l..'on1mandc r , n i l a ter  s crr t .  ry for the Hacso lok gu "rriHa 
1a. .-\t t he t ime f BR I 's e t  c i r  · l en1ent and ann ihi la t ion 
c mpa ign from 1 )77 t i l l  l 0 79 ,  h · \t. ·a, in h, rge of th 
Pon te Le.::t _c chon , in th mo , c ,1..,t e r l y  part of thi.: is l and 
, 1:i l\ e Ind n 1an homhardn1 · n t  hrokc !he hack of the 
rc.istance move ment . d cin1 .1 t i n1 FRETI Lf  r and I ad i ng  to 
the c pi u re r r n1 u rd r cif a ln1u I 1h en t i re cent ra l  
omn1 i t tcr .  i ncl u ding the leader ,  ' 1 c() J au  Lobato . .X anana 

Gu · n1a \\'a one (1 f t he fe v,; _ u rv i\ o r� . 

Rebu i ld ing the resistance 
Along \\' i th  f\\'O other surv ivo rs ,  Serakcy and Mau Hunn -
\vh , i s  tnday - e c0nd - i n - com mand  of FA L[NTI L - Xana na 
Gu_ mao su cceeded in re -establ ish ing con t ac t  w i t h  t he 
�ca t t cred guerri l J a  forces and painstakingly restored the 
for tune  of t he resist ance .  I n  1 98 1 , the anned resist ance 
\V i th toad a cou nt ry -v;ide ' f  ence -of-Jegc ' can1paign by lhe 
lnd<. nesian to  rou nd ur t he gu e rri l l a s . By 1 982, i t  had 
aga i n  hccom c a s ign ifican t  t hre a t  l o  I nu one� i a 's ho ld  on t he 
cou n try . Secre t Indones i an n1 ih t a ry document s  } caked 
abroad in earl y 1 91. l ,  reve a J ru  tha t  t he resist ance had . 
crca t {:d  a huge nc t\\.·ork of unde rco ver con tac ts  \v i t h  the 
can1 p� \\'he re t he vast n1ajor i l y  u f  East  Ti n 1 o rl'sc people had 
bee n  herded in the cou rse of the 1 977-79 campaign of 
ann ihi lat ion. 

Wit h his forces under  i n t ense pressure fron1 the gu erri l l as 
and  su ffer ing high casu a l t i c . , Co lon e ]  Pun.vanto, f ndnncs ia '  
n1 i h tary comm an de r  in  Di l l  su ed  for peace an<l he ld  t ;i l ks 
\\' i lh Xanana in Lari  Gu t u  nn 2 1  and �3 March 1 983 . This 
Jed lo a cease fire , ba5ed on t he understand ing that  J akarta 
wou ld  inv olve the Un i ted Nat ions in find ing a so l u t ion .  The 
Indonesian� reneged on t he ir promise . 

The cease t i re Jast five n1on ths and was broke n \\'he n 
General Ban ny Murdan i ,  v..·ho had taken over as arn1cd 
forces con1mander- in -chir f in  Apri l , annou nced tha t A U R I  
wou ld  use a l l  forces a t  t he ir d i sposal t o  dest roy the 
gu e rri l las . Renewed figh t i ng hrokc out  in August 1 983 ; 
the re has bee n  a succession of major offensives eve r 5incc . 

A major  objective of  a l l  t hese opera t ions was the capt u re 
of Xanana Gusmao , bu t he su cceeded in e luding t hen, . . . hH
20 Novemhcr 1992 . 

By t he mid 1 980s he had hecome a legen dary gu erri l l a 
leader; with  no materia l  su pport from outside ,  the am1cd 
wing of the resistance , FA LI N I L, under  his leadersh ip, had 
surv ived in  the face of tremendous odds .  I t  had close t ics 
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Xanana Gusmao 
w ith  t he po pu l<i t t t  n in t h  < ccu pied re , - ,  �· i th ,--o�t 
T1morcbe studen t s  a t  Indonc ian un ivc rs i t tl'S  and �•ith the 
movt:ment 's d iplom at ic front  ahroad . 

In  1 9  9 ,  the res istance movement undc rv;c n t  st ruct u ra l
transfonn at ion The Nat ion a l  Counc i l  o f  Maubcrc Resis
tance (CN RM ) re placed t he Rcvnl u t ionar  · Counct J of 
Nat iona l Rc� is tan� r Xanaua re · i�n (' d  a, a 1n c:mhcr  1 lf

FRETI LI N  and \'a� chose n  to lead the C R !\-1 ,  concurre nt ly 
con1 rn ande r of FALINTI L .  l�he C R 1 un1 br\: I l a i nc l u de J 
t he l\\.  o n1a 1n  part ies, FRETl L[  and t he 01· , and 
organisa t ions from var iou� _ cc t io n of the 1.:on1 n1u ni ty . 

At the end o f  1 988 . lndone!',ia 'opcni:d up' East Ti.mor to 
cou nter  i n t e n1a t ional pressure abo u t  l ack of access. 
Al t hough acces. \\' as sti l l  J i 111 i t ed .  t he �re at 1: r rhance of ' 

con tac t  \\' 1 t h  t he ou ts idl' \\."l) f ]d  prov ided l 'pcn i ng� for young
act i \: 1 t �  i n  t he occ u pied areas of E.1s t  T 1 n1o r t n  can1paign
for 1 1 1dc pc n<lcncc . The nc v.· tn\\.· n - hascd re ist ancc \\'h ich 
took i t s  l ead fron1 , 'anana  1 n  l hl' bush ,  g ve the re ist ance 
a nc�· . pol i t ical  d in1 c n� ion . The c yo ungs ters .  a l J  t he 
produc t  of J ndoncs 1au schonJ ing , looked to  Xanana for the ir 
insp1 r ,1 t ion . 

On 2 7  Scptcn1 bc r  1 990, Rohe- rt Don1 n1 ,  for the Austra l ian 
B

_
roadc ;t st i ng Co rpora t ion ,  reached Xanana i n  h is gue rr i l l a  

h iJcou t
. for a n i n t c rv ic �· , t he fi rst n1cl" , 1 1 1g \\.'i t h  the fore ign

nied i . t  l hc 1 n t e rv 1c"· provided t he fi rst d i rec t  portraya l  of 
t he n1 :1 n anJ a CtH11 prc hcn� ivc arcoun t  of his  as'.i.essmcn t  of
ABR I s st ra t egy anJ of t he c.l i ft 1c u l t i es  u nde r \\'hich 
�AL[ N�r I L �as fu nc t ion ing . The n1ost ou t�tand ing ren1ark
in t in s  i n tc  rv I C\\' \\.'C re : ' 'To res ist is  to "' i n  1 " ,  a ca l l  t hat ha:
bee n  rcv l" rhc ra tr d  among East Tin1orc,c 1:om n1u ni t ic.
�vcr y ':"· hi: r c  s 1 nrc hea r ing  nf the ir leade r 's .1 rrest . ! For
1 ntc rv 1c "· ,,, , / 1 / '( J/ JJ II • N · , l  H, ct tn  o 1 02., Dc<.:r rnhc r  1 990 }>} 

FOR ENQU I R I ES : /DONATIONS/ I NFO POST TO : FRI ENDS OF EAST TIMOR 

7 0  MI LLCREST ST SCARBOROUGH 6 0 1 9 .

( CH EQUES PAYABLE TO EAST TIMOR- THE I NS I DE STORY )

TEL : 4 5 0 5 1 1 1 3 4 1 6 7 31 
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J lun , i i r ,l jl nu lt t  \ u 1  f. ct , t  / 11� 1 ,,r H lu1 . l_<J \ l  /'(' u:l,\'.�·\· �
11 o tthe £1 ·c.1 1/1 ., . Nr> clzur, lz '"'' ··:·es w I t!  ci ,d, 

lt' , l>i !l i l t  ,J r, cJJ J t ( <,111 1 1 1 ! ,nrJr 1 11 11 i; 1/i e [1 1  .s l ann 1 , 
, '  ·�d,,,y i_, ·( t1· Jll ,;;,,1 rn1t \-Vere litied i·v1tl1 tr<J<JJ> .. , antiJ '  

I . I I t \' ·ur " etn<>rl " , , , . ....  

(JJJ/ J <J , ch<' t<J ,\f<Jft1 ,•I Chur h [r<>111 H '  nc 1 '' -' • · .  . 
t/1 , t·1n et<'1 ,. ,, here tl1 e kt lltngs ,1ccurretl \� ·as r.>ff-l1 111 1 ts . 

1 1  is nu,v krH)\, n th .i t  27 J E,1s l  T11nu resc los t . t heir hves in
the n1a�,.1cre . 'fhe n1 i l i t a ry co 1n n1ander, 13r 1g.Gen. Tl�eo
S 'afe i h,1s rnade i t  his prin1ary t ;isk to prcve n� any thing 
happening - pro tes ts, dcn1 on::,t!a t ions, . even pub� 1� n1oum

ing . The u l t in1 t\ tC tc::,t wa. on t , r�t ann iversary v. hen ,  under
nonnal (ircum lances, the re \.\'ou l d  have been commemor
ations and n1asses. I3u t  it \Vas no t to be. 

Troops were on fu l J  a lert to preven t  any con1memo_rat ions,
Jct alone dcn1n11,t ra t ions .  The grief of East T1n1oresc 
rnouming thei r ucad \\'J S  �om�oundcd by �h� fact that , t o  
this very day, none of  the bod ies of  the v 1ct in1s  has been 
returned to the fan1 i l ies for bu r i a l 

Alreadv \\ eeks hef ore t he ann ivc r.. ry , t roops rounded up  
thousand. of people .  There v.·c rc house-to-house searches 
Jate at  n ight , to check rlCoplc ' · iden t i ty  cards . Those found 
v.'ithout �ards \\'rre taken  in f r quest ioning; those \x.: i th  
cards issued e L C\\'herc \\'ere orde red  to re tu rn to lhe place 
of issue .  The arrests \1,·en t  far beyond those \,.· i thou t  iden t i t y  
cards. The n1i l it a ry con1 n1ande r ,  Br ig.Gen Theo yafe i  
announced a sho\V o f  force, t o  in1press upon the East 
Timorese tha t  no t h ing \vou ld be a} lo\vcd . 
An1ncst v I n t c rn ,1 t 1 ona l  ask ed  fo r pcn11 iss ion  to send  a 

ni issinn t �l E.t'- t Ti rnn r  bcc;t 1 1 ,c l !  bel ieved " t h a t  hc ightcnt:d 
tensions around the anniversary . . .  have increased the need 
for an independent humanitarian presence" . 'f!le !equest w,�.srejected by the Indonesian government, al 1egmg that 1t 
\\'ould create problems" for the East Timorese people._ T APOL appealed to the British government as president
of the European Community to send a team of diplomats to 
East Timor for the occa ion . 

Foreign journalists in Jakarta were keen to visit Dil i  but 
the army ref used a J I  re�uests. A few days before 12  
November, Reuter announced that they alone had been 
given pem1 ission to go . This may have been the result of 
pressure fron1 foreign governments. 

Many arrests 
During the n1onths preceding the ann iversary, there were 
numerous arrc ts in Lospalos, Maliana, Ermcra, Viqueque 
and Baucau, as \\'el l as in Dil i .  

In  Viqueque, 22 people were arrested in late Ju ly  and 
August, among them an official of the local administrat ion, 
Fernando da Si lva Nobai ,  30 years. Miguel Soares Pinto 
and Xisto Pereira ,  both officials al the education depart
ment, were severely tortured after being taken into custody. 
Others named were Fausti no da SilYa, a 30-year old 
farmer, the 19-year-old Rui Jose da SilYa ,  and a woman 
student, Ben,· ida Rodrique . 

Around th orld people ca1ni.:: ou t 1n so l iJanty \\1ith the 
pc c f a t Tin1l;r, ro te t ing the n1a�sacre and rcn1 m-

nn th d d a -.:1n1 r Jc act of remembrance is denied the 
Tin r .... .;) ..... E t Timor bc n1c a public is: ue in l\1alaysia a. 

), 1 n inh: l l  c t ual J.nd students condcn1ncd the n1 s-• 
In . � t. 'i.; .  1 1 . t .  l l' t! n1 cl ing of aln1t t 100 

ii he ir o . i.: .  nn1cnt to <::.peak ul  for 
t l um n nght v1ol.. 1 1on 1n SE • Th,. n1ce1ing

J d 1th 1ndl -ht .. 1 1 1  n 1ng 

Eyewitness account . 
a contact 

A we went to press, \1,·c received ' r port from 
f h \-1,•ho spent S\'.:Vcral weeks in Ea5t 'f1mor a�d !e t on t e

. f l ,.,  Noven1bcr Herc are some lughhght n1om1ng o � 

This is worse than 1 975 , says a Cath\> l ic  priest ._ 
MiJ i�a�

presence is tota J .  The Timorcse arc •. afraid tn 
. ��ak t o  us .  

must not be seen speaking to you,  son1c v. t!1sper _a they
turn their hacks. The place is cro\\'ded \Vith pies a�d

informers . " Paid by the mi l itary , they are everywhere, i n  
every vil lage, "  says a priest . 

Not even the church is sacred . In Ennera, we are told how 
soldiers with \veapons at the ready interrupt mass and 
arrested people .  One priest was arrested at h?n:ie at 3am . 
Another had his house searched , accused of h1dmg a boy. 

On 5 Octohcr ,  A.m1ed Forces Day, a o ldier was shot in 
a restaurant in Baucau .  Shooting and t un1ult broke out .  A 
civil ian was shot dead hy the mi l itary.  Another was 
executed at a hospi taJ . Many were arrested . . 

Many young Timorese have fled to the bush since the 
massacre. We were told of 60 students from a schooJ in Los 
Palos who joined the resist ance in October. Other cases are 
reported by priests  elsewhere .  One priest be l ieves there are 
5,000 in the bush, n1any unanncd ,  including women and 
children. In t he vi l lages, there arc networks of people 
upporting the am1ed resistance with food and suppl ies. 
In Viquequc ,  t he fear is apparent .  in tv.•o hou cs, the army 

keep \vun1cn from a ne ighbouring vi J Jagc who arc raped 
every night . Anyone refu sing or t ry ing to escape is ki l led . 

\\'c arc tol l o�·c.J by the 111i l 1 tary, every rn inutc ,  day and 
n ig l  1 ' 'e a rc photo 0r 1phed  , nd fi ln1cd on video l'hcy 
,i.·a:� ,  L r  1 1 h11 ,1nd thrc ,t lt: n tn cunfi ,ca tc nu r pas ports .  Ou r 
pa " . .  1 Ja t a  I n: cnrJe I ;1 bou l �o t i1ncs .  

V ' . .  h.: 1 a pr i  t fro :n ( . .  ) in Di l i I-fc offe rs u l i�ts of 
pc 1 1 : i: l-: i l lc:<l and arr c�t d th1.:re, hu t v..· i th heavy  1nil itary 
pre C l l l.'. C ,  t h is is no t a gund idea. There are securi ty officers 
\\'a i l ing ou tside the hou e v..·here v..·e a re mee t ing. 

On 1 2  November, v.·e pass through six checkpoints from 
Baucau to  D1 1 i . A \l.·eek ear l ier, the re was on ly one . People  
say t hat young Tin1oresc wi l l  try to demonstrate hut the 
church, want ing to avo id b loodshed, wil l  hold  no spc�ial 
masses. One priest ys the n1il itary have been watching 
Motael Church and the Santa Cruz cemetery for t\VO v.·ccks .  
On the morning of 12 November, military and police are 1o 
be seen at every crossing 1n Dili .  The street. are patro l led 
by open truck filled with so ldiers, back to back , ready for 
combat, in helmets and holding their guns close to the ir 
chests. We leave Dili on 12  November without hearing 
whether anything happened. lndone ian press reports in the 
fol lowing days say that nothing happened. *

The 12  No·•cn1ber \Va of fi ial ly declared a ''day of
reflec t ion" 1n Portugal .  Ev ry h( ol  hcJ<l a debate on Ea t
Tin1or. Portuguese protesters fi:ed cro sc!:> in a Li hon ark
for c;ich of t he hundreds of people ki l led ,  ounded anddi�d pcareJ, a ll nan1ed in a three-page advcrt i  en1ent in th1;ne1,a/ p1pcr Parli mcnt he ld a pcc1a l  d bate on ◄ tT1n1 r. Co1nmuni t t ) righl\i..: 1ng Chr1 t i  n Dem er t t HJthe flo r to Cl1ndemn {ndone 1.in rule
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Support the witt1dra\v,1I of Indonesian troops 
from East Ttmor and ar, lndep ndent East Timor 

�'wlnta ru:,, 12 /\'ev mh r /99}. St, 1n aft r this photo ·a.· tak n, 
the shooting started. Jmo.r.t luilf of tho,· killed K' r und r Jtl

�'' ors of ag and ma.n . �•ert und r JI. ''T?i." is d ll!kratE ki�ling 
of the tlUR� ptopl . Jfy l,,-.d, I am horrifi d at th -'' find1n •�. 
J kno"' th m to be comp/ct l • acct1ra1t ", commcTtted ]t>si

Ramos-Horla, ("ft,'R!tf i.poli. sp,·rs<>n. l'ht,to: ,· ·end K, h · 

I 
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Telling East Timar: Personal Testimonies 1 942- 1 992 
By Michele Turner

New South Wales University Press 
2 1 8 pp. S 1 9 .95 
Reviewed by Lenore T ordif 

This book t s  the oral h i s tory of some of the most bruta l hwnan rights abuses ui recent tunes. I L  i a mov ing li rst -hand uccount of
the su f fer in  • s  of lhc Ea�l 'f1n1orcsc first as  v it.:t ims of  Japanese war cr irncs <luring the Sl!cond world war ,  then fron1 th cn1c l 1y
and arrogance uJ  lhc Ol,cupy1ng L n<.loncs 1 an anny bcg 1 1 1n i 1 1  , i n1 975  

'f he  lcs ti rnon 1cs ,  carc !ul ly  co l l ected by 1'umcr over the past J Oyear • p I tray a �oun try ru ined by an am1y ofuccupat 1011 : a pc,>r lcr e  bbcd of thcu  land and l i vc l t hood , rc 1novcd horn the ir homesand hi.:rdcd H l l<! vmual conccntrauon camp) ,  ub3cc t to wholesa le
murder cxt�nd,n ' even to newborn babies , 

I t  1 s  a lso Lhc tory of !he hast 1· 1n1orcsc d i sbe l ie f' at the hc11ayaland cal lC>Ul1 1tH.l 1 flcrcncc of succc s ivc l\.. ustr·i l 1 an govcnuncnt . . I t

TJ-1 IN  ID

lJ t<. t ,M l i l , I  I 

( ) . , 

Hu 111an  righ t , award for , raujo

l· c , u  nuct d • r ujo , t he l� t 1 1 n1or � hu 1n n right ,
1 t i v i� t  v. ho v.·. � tned nJ n t  n d to n ine ) c  r., 
in1prl >nn1en t  in J ,tk .  rt, carh r th1 y r �n ch rg 
of suhv rsion , i!-. one of lou r people t ,  rece1v ward 
th i  . ye 1 from t he Reebok iJum an Right P o ramme 
fit· �·iJ J receive ; su n1 of 25,tXJU Th award �station 
read as fol low . 

•· · n1ando Jt Araujo works to proniotc hu n1an
1ights and 10 alel1 th world to th � (ter ing n 
occupied East Tin1or .  For his effort.Ii, he , curicntly 
serving a nine - year St'ntence on the <.:harg of 'sub
vc r ion ' .  He  is cha irman of RENETIL, a st udent 
group campaigning for the indcpendcnc of East 
Timor from f ndonesia ,  

"Work ing in an env ironment of re rre ion, int imi
da t ion and fear, dL: Araujo col lects infonnation on 
government hun1an righl<; ahusc • act ing as an inva
l uable source of information for the international 
human rights groups . He bas alerted the worJd to th  
arrest and prolonged torture of studentc;;  developed a 
network of yoWlg people to ,promote human rights, 
a t,cJ organised peacefu l demonstrations in East Timor 
and Indonesia . "  

Femandu was refused permission to go to the US to 
col lect h is av.'ard . 

-----------

{ Note · Reebok ► the vr'orld's second large t shtX 
manufacturer, contracts product ion from factories in 
Indonesia which pay starvation wages to the ir 
workers . ] 

i!i the te l l ing of  those ab le 10  speak a bou1  the ,ncnta l .u1guish and 
bn 1 1 scd I i  V\.' S .

Evc 1 1  s i lcnr:c has so1Tictlung to say. ·rurncr observes : · · ro be 
s i lent 1 s  so o f ten th<.: n1ost c lo4uc-nt oomn1uru .auon of  J :a t ·ri 
r norcsc, people \V 1 th t1 s t rong ora l t 1ad ition anJ fi tlce11 l a 11 • uagcs. 
I r  1 s  part of the cusn1ology or the 1\1a1nba 1  peop le  u l  cnu a l  ·runor 
tJ 1 a t  everything 1 s  <l i vuh:<l n 1 to  ' speak ing n 1oulJ1 ::. ' (hun1a11 ::. )  and 
' si len t  moulhs '  (rocks, trees etc.)  

" In  the condi tions of war and occupancy, i t ' s  us  1 f thc 1 imorcsc 
bci;on1e ' s i l ent n1ouths ' , whi le  to us who arc fr l'C to he ' t.pcak ing 
1nouth1:i ' ,  they  u i c J ust s i lent . "  

·1 hi s book \Vt l l  1nakc you cry und nmkc you angry . I I  ,vi i i  a l :,,<.>
fi l l  you wi th  wonu�r a t  t he l!'l:,, t  ·r 1morci:.l: , !) t i l l e loquent 1n th1: 1 r
be l ie f  that sonic of  the ir  I ndonesian brother an.' � ,1pab lc ot guoJ 
\vi i i .  1 hr.•rc i s  an  under  1 ,u11.hng tha t  dcrnocrac w i t h i n  lndonl.! 1 11 
,� a prcrcqur s i tl! for a l a s t i ng  pcae1..· 1 n  Fast funor and 1 n  th1..· rcg i( n . 

Tt ·ll111>,: i s  (':,,-scn 1 1 a l  n:at! 1 ng for a l l  Austra l iaus ,  In Apr i l > when 
Prune M in i s ter K1..'il l 1 ng  a 11nou111 .. ·ct.1 Au�ll a l i an a i d  to lnlinncs1a 
for a clear wa ter p1 0J r1.: t  1 11 l )i l i ,  u 1d he not rca l t sc that a l l  the
wa 1c 1ways o J  1 · a :-. t  ·r 1 n101 ha vc been the rrpns1 to1 1 1.: :;,  li.ir thl' bod i t''i
ol thou:,,Jnd� of i 1 11 10Lc 1 1 t  l · a� t  1 1 1nori.:. r '! ■


