FRETILIN External Delegation

to address this conference

It is a great honor for FRETILIN
on East Timor. '« commit-
We thank the Chancellor of the University, for Sy nd our
ment for the realization of this conference. We i::taen Rights
greetings and gratitude to all the Philippines Hfuphilippmes'
Organizations as well as NGOs and citizens o' T/ Philip-
You have honored the image of the Democracy In s
pines. You have honored the braves Filipinos, that °craCY
many years have fought for the Independence, Demo i
and Human Rights. To these men and women we exp

our great respect and admiration.

Since 1975 when Indonesia first accused FRETILIN of
violating their territory, our organization have appealed to
ASEAN members to send observers including troops t© the
border area. On 7 of December 1975, when lndqneSla
launched a full scale invasion, by sea, land and air, we
have launched appeals to the peoples of South East Asia
and the world to help the East Timorese People. A small,
tiny and Pacific Nation, a defenseless People, was invaded
by its powerful neighbour. It was a very difficult time for us.
But FRETILIN successfully organized the People of East
Timor in order to defend their own country.

Without any external help, the Timorese People continues
to resist: army resistance in the mountains, cultural and
political resistance in the occupied areas. At the beginning,
FRETILIN assumed the responsibility of conducting the
resistance alone. But some years later the other Timorese
Political Parties assumed their role in the struggle; the
adoption of a multi Party democracy and the creation of
- CNRM (National Council of Maubere Resistance), in 1987,
- gave to FRETILIN the same role as any other Timorese
FALINTIL, (army wing of FRETILIN)
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0 .~ the General ASSEmb’Y 0 United NaﬁOns in
lndonesw;oved a resolution rejecting that claim and

1!977(;:!:1'5’535t Timor as a non Self Governing Te"itory
fegdaerr Ponuguese Administrahon. '
un lieve that the struggle for the implementatioy,
g;s:ntions n Rights and Fundamenty) r
and the respec
of United Nation
for our generation. .
FRETILIN is convinced that .the resistance of the Eag
Timorese people is closely lnterrglated to the struggle of
indonesians towards 2 democratic and free Indonesj,, 4
firmly believe that a rgal Democracy in South East Agiy e
contribute to the stability of the region and to the solutioy
of the East Timorese cause. Thergfore we COf\demn the
indonesian Government equqsn_omst and dictatoria| Policy
of mutating Generals and Politicians of other ASEAN
Countries as their army corporals and puppets. We strong)
denounce the Indonesian economic blackmail againg
Philippines; but FRETILIN deplores the failure of Genery|
Ramos Government to resist the Indonesian Generals

diktat.

As South East Asian and Pacific Country we would liketo
apply in the future, for the membership of the ASEAN, gy

Of the
on Huma ’
ct of Security Council and General Assengy” |

s Resolutions on East Timor are 5 Prirgy

we believe that ASEAN has to be, an organization of
Sovereign States, and not an Indonesian bantustan, We
would like to have an economic growth for all the region,
but not at the cost of slavery and under paid workers and

peasants.

We appeal to the Democrats and Human Rights activists in

Philippines and the Catholic Church, as well as, other
religious confessions in order to help save lives in East
Timor and to promote a peaceful and just solution to putan
end to the dramatic situation in East Timor. g

difficult struggle for our independence and freedom,
r solidarity for an urgent realization ofa
East Timor under the United Nations
 decide the future of our Co
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.nana Gusmao in Prison
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\ cecial embrace 10 all the participants.

cemeland OF death! To resist is to win! The struggle contin-
s
o on every front!

Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao, CNRM

Cipinang, 18 May 1994
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East Timorese Political Prisoners in Dili

\'::\;pf:bz:ﬂ;g;‘ r’):st(;‘zvr:s and surv?vors f)f the tragedy of 12
5 2 name of the people of East Timor
send our congratulations for your praiseworthy initiative 1’n
staging the Manila Conference in order to make known to
the world and in particular to the ASEAN countries the
resistance struggle of the Maubere people against the illegal
occupation of our country.

In this time of great transformation the political relationships
of the world while a new political world order is emerging,
oriented to the defense of legitimate aspirations and funda-
mental values of peace, respect for the dignity of human
beliefs and peoples, it is appropriate that individuals,
groups, organizations and governments who love peace,
liberty and justice should promote initiatives of this kind so
that the truth should be like a road to bring men and peoples
to find their liberties.
Certain the struggle of the Maubere people is
Mm dimensions. Before, the total blockade of
T O o 1o the ouside world by the occupying Indone-
" goVernm M?pguiblemmm\immyf_m
the Timorese population. Today it s 2




Timorous on T1imor

it is generally reckoned that at least 200,000
civillans died after Indonesia lawlessly invaded in
1975-and then annexed the former Portuguese colo-
ny of East Timor. But unlike recent massacres in
Rwanda, it caused no international outcry, no calls
for military intervention by the United Nations. One
teason for the different response is that Indonesia is
a big and powerful Islamic country, a leader of the
nonaligned bloc, yet also a lucrative market for
Europe and the United States. And Jakarta has few
scruples about using its muscle.

This has been confirmed afresh by Indonesia’s
crude pressure on President Fidel Ramos of the
Philippines to censor a human rights conference in
Manila scheduled to begin next Tuesday, at which
eight exiled East Timorese activists were invited t0

speak. When Indonesia’s military regime learned of
this, it warned that unless the conference was
tanceled, Indonesia would probably refuse to be
host to peace talks between the Philippine Govern-
ment and Muslim separatist rebels.
Initially President Ramos tried to mollify Indo-
nesia, sending an envoy to Jakarta and stressing

e Manila Folder

Credit President Fidel Ramos of the Philip-
blunt honesty in explaining why he bowed
iyt & conference

/

EDITORIALS

May 24, 1994

ast Timor as part of
ia adding that his Government was power-
Jess to halt a private conference. The rumblu;:g ::;ﬂy
s G GG gt
g:\r:ed non-Filipinos from taking part in the confer-
ence, saying their presence would be “‘inimical to
ence, S onal interest.” Now Jakarta has pulled out
of a Filipino trade fair, which has been postponed.
Thus does Indonesia assert its right to silence
debate on East Timor anywhere.

will Australia be the next target? In years past,
Australian journalists have defied travel restric-
tions to East Timor. But like the Philippines, Aus-
tralia meekly refuses to challenge Indonesia’s ille-
gal grab of this unfortunate former colony. Indeed,
in the tradition of Orwell's Newspeak, Australian
diplomats avoid mentioning the words ‘‘East Ti-
mor" and pointedly talk about “Timor," thus unit-
ing in their vocabulary what Indonesia has vainly
striven to unite with gun and bomb. The sound of
those dropping knees surely has not escaped the
Suharto regime, and Canberra may soon be pres-
sured to carry self-censorship even further.

that Manila_recognized E

JUNE 11, 1994

but the greater blame and the larger guilt lie with
m&mmmn&‘n&r

there is a consolation. Indonesia's use of a

to stifle speech in a neigh-

East less visi-




An Update from APCET

Renato Constantino, Jr.

Delivered during the
2nd Introductory Course on Indonesia and East Timor
and
VIth Symposium on East Timor of Oporto University
Lisbon, Portugal
March 21 to 27,1995

The Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor (APCET) which took place
in Manila from May 31 to June 4, 1994 has long ended. But it brought
back world-wide attention to the issue of East Timor which Suharto
had succeeded in hiding all these years — most especially in the

ASEAN region.

APCET challenged not only Indonesia’s annexation of East Timor but
also Suharto’s invasion of Philippine foreign policy. In an attempt to
walk the thin line between recognition of the freedoms guaranteed to
Filipino citizens by our Constitution and appeasement of Suharto,
President Ramos banned the participation of foreign delegates — a
gross miscalculation on his part as this act only served to draw more
attention to what both governments were collaborating to hide.

APCET is the first major experience of South-South solidarity of its
kind. Considered to be among the poorest in a region of “economic

proud of our democratic
to human rights and civil




nd in the Philippines in particular to wage a relentless and
mising information and awareness campaign on East Timor.

As a side note, I would also like to say that ever since APCET, hardly a
week goes by without a news item on East Timor in major Philippine
newspapers. | also continue to receive a number of clippings from
friends abroad. There is obviously a continuing interest now in the
issue. Strangers have walked up to me at the airport, in shopping
okstores, even at my doctor’s clinic to ask me how the

malls, hotels, bo

East Timor issue is coming along. There was a time when leaving for
Bangkok, an immigration officer said to me,” Mr. Constantino, I hope
you're not thinking of going to Indonesia.” So my friends, thanks to

Suharto and Ramos, East Timor has become part of the consciousness
of quite number of my people.

But I have digressed. The last regional Council meeting of the Asia-
Pacific Coalition for East Timor held in Bangkok just last February 5-6,
1995 designated certain dates where all concerned groups in different
countries would hold simultaneous activities/actions to focus attention
on the unresolved issue of East Timor and as an expression of
solidarity with the Maubere people. Following are the salient points:

general a
uncompro

Thailand:

A group organized specifically for East Timor has not yet been
formed due to the relative scarcity of translated materials and
information on the subject. But they're working on it.

Nepal:
 Nepalwa aﬂgnedwithAPCETandhasexpressed

and background materials so that a
Timor based in Nepal can be




Australia/New Zealand:

The East Timor issue continues to be very much alive in
Australia. 1995 being the 20th year of the Indonesian invasion, a
number of institutions and organizations are finalizing plans to
hold conferences and speaking tours with foreign speakers as
well as Timorese and Indonesians in key cities to ventilate the
issue further. Five national groups, in fact, have just formed the
Australian Coalition for a Free East Timor. It is also in the
agenda of activists working in New Zealand.

New Caledonia/Pacific Islands:

The growing concern over East Timor in this area can be seen in
the expression of Melsol, IKRUFF and NFIP to affiliate with

APCET.

Japan:

Media coverage on East Timor has very notably increased in
1994. The Japan Coalition for East Timor is currently working
on a plan to hold an international forum on the issue in

November.

Korea:

For the very first time in Korea, a demonstration for East Timor
in front of the Indonesian embassy was held last December
1994. A support group for East Timor has also just been

formed.
Indonesia:

esia regards East 'Plrlnogese as =
a project that would demysti
on the East Timor issue is going to




designed to widen awareness and continuing interest on the
issue among the students in particular and the Filipino public in
general. It is also involved in lobby and advocacy work in
Congress, particularly the Foreign Relations Committees of both
houses as well as the Department of Foreign Affairs. It will join
simultaneous activities being planned by APCET, including
mobilizing support for Bishop Belo’s nomination for the Nobel
Peace Prize. PHILSETI intends to draw further attention by
commemorating APCET (the conference) this coming June.

But more than anything else, a significant bond has been forged
among the East Timorese, Indonesian and Filipino people. Last
January, I made an appeal to various human rights advocates and
organizations to help us Filipinos in our continuing struggle to
free more than 290 political prisoners who continue to languish
in 57 jails all over the country. One of those to whom I
addressed an appeal was Xanana Gusmao who, as we all know, is
currently incarcerated in a maximum security prison in
Indonesia. Despite this fact, and with the help of Indonesian
friends, my appeal got to him and I subsequently received his
reply addressed to our political prisoners who were then on a
hunger strike to dramatize their plight. I mention this because
this incident clearly illustrates that beyond prison bars and
barbed wires of government, there will always be the people who
will reach out to help and give comfort to one another — prison

to prison if need be.

Once again, it has been made clear that while the governments of
ASEAN may maintain their conspiracy of silence with Indonesia; the

peoplee of the regoneertamly will not.




proposal A Creative Visual Presentation Popularizing the East Timorese
Issue to the Filipino General Public

Proponent. Department of Visual Communication
College of Fine Arts
University of the Philippines

5 RATIONALE

The main problem encountered by APCET in popularizing the East
Timorese issue to the Filipino general public is the seeming isolatfion of East
Timorese experience from the Filipinos’ concermns . In order to solve this
problem, this project proposal focuses its efforts in the providing the
unifying connection between Philippine issues and East Timorese issues. In
general, it is believed that in the realms of economic, political and cultural
domination, both Filipinos and East Timorese have similar historical and
current experiences. It is further perceived that there is only one ‘enemy*
with the intention of global exploitation, including the Philippines and East
Timor, in the name of their *development® attivities.

With the above mentioned focus, this project intends to confront
mwodombymw\gammmﬂasemmmwmchwm
arize the E mmmwmmm Itis




22 Long-range Objective: To establish solidarity groups among
Filipino students and academicians, efc.

3. AUDIENCE
The audience of this project will certainly be the Filipino people. For
a more organized visual presentation, however, three levels of Filipino

audience must further be addressed:

3.1 The academic Filipino audience (univerisities, colleges and
schools - students and faculty members),

32 The non-academic Filipino intellectual (corporations,
institutions and media), and

3.3 The Filipino general public.

4.  COMMUNICATION APPROACH

One of the mmn obstacles to confront Is how to make the Filipino
| with the East Timorese Issue. Deeper
understand their own local



And such gross violations of human rights do not only occur in our
own land - but also among our Asian neighbors as well as across the
globe. The East Timorese experience is one of these countries which
urgently needs atftention. If must likewise be pointed out that in solidarity
with East Timor, the Filipinos must *fight* the same enemy: entities that
disregard human rights in the process of exploiting natural resources.

5. THE CREATIVE SOLUTION

The general overview of the creative solution will provide the
unifying connection between Philippine and East Timorese experiences.
The main sentiment will be that both Filipinos and East Timorese must
struggle against the same *enemy" of foreign economic domination. Itis
the people versus the conspiracy between local governments and TNCs.

The visual presentation will be formulated in fwo phases:.

5.1 Philippine issues using TNC angle: economic, political and
cultural, and

52 kot

oy

Timor issue within the Philippine context.




6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

more intellectual audience, the other for general populariza-
fion of the issues.

Video documentary for institutions, universities and possibly
broadcast felevision.

Maximizing existing mass media formats such as Probe,
Inside Story, etc. for high profile puproses.

Optimize last year’s conference to demonstrate the conspi-
racy befween local govermnment and TNCs.

Pamphlets and visual manifestos

T-Shirt designs as mobile promotional vehicles

Wall and desk calendars
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TRANSLATION

CNRM-FALINTIL

Message of Solidarity to Political Prisoners in the Philippines
Ladies and Gentlemen, Participants in the APCET Meeting, Bangkok

There is no more adequate a forum for the peoples of the Asia-Pacific region to voice the
common interests uniting them than a meeting such as this APCET Conference.
Originating from different parts of the region, we are demanding here that the world
respect our rights which have been violated by military regimes such as that of
Myanmar or by dictatorial-expansionist ones such as that led by Suharto.

As political prisoners, the Timorese people are well acquainted with the repression of
anti-democratic regimes and they feel in their skin the most unimaginable forms of
human rights violation.

And looking at this region gives us goose bumps. Human Rights are discredited or
simply interpreted by governments as the rights of those holding political and, above
all, economic power; the right to go unchallenged, to not be criticised and to
institutionalise violence and crime. And such an attitude is justififed to the world as
being in the interests of "preserving peace and national security”, peace meaning
tranquility of spirit for those retaining power and security meaning a stable setting for
corruption, exploi workers and repression of farmers.




The democracy of the Philippines which we applauded so enthusiastically in its early
stages, but which continues to be without substance, has shown itself to be quite clearly
open to the influence of interests in conflict with democratic freedoms, as proven by its
political subservience to Jakarta’s generals on the occasion of the APCET Conference
held in Manila in May last year. And it is this, finally, which explains the existence of
the 291 political prisoners currently incarcerated in 57 prisons throughout the
Philippines.

In New Bilibid Prison, Muntilupa, Manila, Filipino political prisoners have staged a
hunger strike demanding the immediate and unconditional release of all political
prisoners, the existence of which the government of Fidel Ramos is attempting to hide
from the world. Democracy is incompatible with an absence of political freedom and
with disrespect of the most fundamental rights of men and women.

As a small nation which has been brutally repressed by Indonesian colonialism, the East
Timorese people deplore the existence of political prisoners in a so-called democratic
country such as the Philippines and denounce the situation as one inappropriate to the
post-Marcos era.

Long live solidarity among the oppressed!
Long live the common struggle for Peace, Justice and Freedom!




HIGH COMMISSION OF MALAYSIA

60 BOTELER STREET Telephone: (613)241-5182

OTTAWA, ONTARIO Telex: 053-3520

CANADA Fax: (613)241-5214
Your Ref:

Our Ref: R (050)107~-2

Dﬁf:November, 1996

Mr. Joao Santos Rolo
National Office Coordinator
East Timor Alert Network
Box 562, Station 'P!

TORONTO, M5S 2T1

Dear Mr. Rolo,

I refer to your letter dated 12 November 1996 addressed to the
Deputy Primg£ Minister of Malaysia and copied to H.E. High
Commissioner for Malaysia to Canada and wish to clarify on the
position of the Malaysian Government with regard to the above
conference.

2. The organisers of APCET II decided to go ahead with the
conference dm;ltc the Malaysian Government’s reservations and
objcctinml the the conference, on Saturday, 9 November,

s wﬂtﬂblt the "Barisan Bertindak Rakyat
ple’s Action Front" gathered near
a f this group, consisting of

of APCET II on qroundu




4. Allegations that the Malaysian Government only detained
participants of the conference and not the demonstrating members of
BBRM, who disrupted the conference, are not true. Seven of the
demonstrators had also been detained for organising and
participating in the illegal demonstration. They were subsequently
released on bail pending mention of their cases in court. Of the
other Malaysians detained, most of them were released within three
days leaving a total of ten only to be charged in court. Even the
charges against these ten remaining Malaysian participants were
dropped on the decision of the Kuala Lumpur High Court on 14
November, 1996 which quashed a Lower Court’s decision to extend
their remand.

5. The Malaysian Government has gone on record to state that
neither it nor the main coalition party, Barisan Nasional
sanctioned the actions of BBRM. BBRM members, are believed to have
acted on their own just as the organising NGOs had acted on their
own in deciding to go ahead with the conference despite the
Government’s objections. The police only intervened when a "law
and order" problem was created necessitating its involvement.

nation gives you a better understanding
sition of the Malaysian Government.
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From: tapol@gn.apc.org (Tapol)

Reply-To: tapol@gn.apc.org (Tapol)

AFP, Bangkok, 1 March 1998

The Thai Foreign Ministry has tried to muzzle a planned conference on East
Timor in Bangkok to avoid embarrassment during Prime Minister Chuan
Lockpai's visit to Jakarta, organisers said Sunday.

Oorganisers of the International Symposium for Peaceful Settlement in East
Timor (Peace-Set) said an unknown foreign ministry official had made a
personal plea to a leading academic not to speak at the conference.

Asian Forum for Human Righte and Development spokesman Somchai Homlaor, who
is organising Peace-Set, said the government was trying to smother the two

day conference due to start Monday.

'The Prime Minister will be in Jakarta today and tomorrow and he may feel
unhappy if he has to answer questions asked by officials there,' Somchai
told reporters at a press conference.

Scmh:i uid f.argim ministry officials had privately requested that
end ite &mlvmt with the conference. The
ging role but one senior academic

Wnt analyse, Somchai said.
Peace-Set organisers to be
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The two conferences being convened in Bangkok to discuss the question of
East Timor have been subjected to constant harassmant by the Thai
authorities. The second of the two events, APCET-III was due to start this
evening, Wednesday, 4 March but has been subjected to harassment and

disruptions by the Thai authorities.

TAPOL, the Indonesia Human Rights Campaign, has therefore sent the following
letter to the Thai ambassador in London for immediate transmittal to the

Thai Foreign Minister.

You are requested to make similar protests and pleas either to the Thai
Foreign Minister, Mr Surin Pitsuwan, in Bangkok, fax: 00 66-2 225-6155 or to

the Thai ambassador in your country.

The text of our letter follows:
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safeguards freedom of expression and agsembly. We
being incumbent on your Government to ensure that a
to discuss the situation in East Timor, a matter of
the people of Thailand and the whole of Southeast

be allowed to proceed without disruption or harassment.

r conference which lasted from 1-4 March, attempts were
foreign delegates from addressing the conference on the

ious grounds that they needed work permits. There were even rumoure that
ign delegates who spoke at the event would be arrested.

-
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TAPOL strongly protests against these pressures and urges your government to
safeguard and protect the integrity of all the foreigners who are currently
in Bangkok in order to attend and participate in discussions on the question

of East Timor.

& I would be grateful if you would convey these views to your Government at
your earliest convenience.

Thank you,

(Mg) Carmel Budiardjo
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(EST) on March 04, 1998
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*** Thig is a private communication. Do not circulate without approval. ***

B: I am putting this round to several networks. I am putting it here to

make sure you all see it fast.)

The Thai government is doing everything possible to obstruct a conference
taking place in Bangkok to discuss the situation in East Timor. I would
therefore ask you please to issue an immediate call for pressure on the Thai
government to stop harassing the meeting and allow it to proceed without
interruption in accordance with the Thai Constitution which safeguards

freedom of expression and assembly.

The conference due to open today, Wednesday evening in Bangkok is being
convened by the Asia-Pacific Coalition for East Timor (APCET). Two previous
conferences convened by APCET in Manila and Kuala Lumpur were serious
obstructed by the governments of the Philippines and Malaysia. Like the
other ASEAN governments, the Thai government is now seeking to protect the
Indonesian regime from legitimate criticism by preventing dialogue about
Indonesia's unlawful and brutal invasion and occupation of East Timor.

Background

Two meetings were planned to take place in Bangkok. The International

Symposium on the Peaceful Settlement for East Timor, PEACE-SET, took place
from 1-4 March, bringing together academics, religious leaders, government
officials, legal practitioners and human rights and peace activists. The
Asia Studies Institute of Chulalongkorn University had endorsed the event
but shortly before it started, was prevailed upon to withdraw its support by
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legitimate concern for people throughout

o

egrity of all foreign delegates attending the

Foreign Minister of Thailand,

Foreign Ministry,

Bangkok,

Fax: 00 66-2 225 6155
¥ The Thai embassy in your own country for immediate transmittal to
the Foreign Minister.

Carmel Budiardjo, TAPOL
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Ramos-Horta, who
. in hiding for a week,

"\a\cl: at the conference at Don
Muang in @ beige Mercedes-Benz
imousine with diplomatic licence
plates. The vehicle was believed to be
from the Portuguese Embassy

Despite the presence of about a
lozen policemen around the confer-
ence site at the We-Train Guesthouse
forta, who holds a Portuguese pass-

r1, was allowed to enter and later
address the meeting and a press

mference on the situstion in East
I'imor, which was invaded by Indone-
sian forces in 1975 and annexed by
Jakarta the following year

The United Nations does not
recognize Indonesian rule over Fast
lNmor and still considers Portugal the
island’s lawful administrator, Human
rights groups say 200,000 people have
snce died in East Timor, either
fighting the Indonesians or from

famine and disease
director-general

day. Jose
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TISSion faces probe

forﬂSSiStmg E. Timor leader

0t hay, L
gOVernmeny 1, ,flf::mss,on from the

On
; dn‘g ursday,
= three foreign partici-
“SOCialcd with

Were
Onal Co Z

lmmlgrat‘ion authori-

th S

o Tmc’:;e\:'lm ldcnt_lﬁed as Margh-
it 1, @ media consultant to
Italian lﬂdm gmup. who has dual
F Australian citizenship:
rank c ship;
- mmc""'ty- an Ans_tmhan lawyer
maker; and thoA Ocampo, a

the Philippines.
mm: ‘h;:l not sent
3 3 t Horta's
diplomatic vehicle. **I have
not heard of Indonesia making any
protests or anything, This is because, |
think, they hpw that we have already

done a lot of things,"" he said.

In late May, the wives of the

the worst case of human rights and
rule of law’’

He added that Jakarta had put a lot
of pressure on Thailand to stop the
human rights meeting and had threat-
ened to delay implementing a joint
development project if Bangkok let
East Timorese attend the conference

The Thai director-general, howev-
er, rejected Horta's assertion that
Asean had informed Jakarta of the
need to change its policy towards East
Timor and to consider  granting
autopomy, at the least, to the island
province.

‘‘l don't think Asean foreign
ministers have discussed anything
about East Timor. We consider this an
intemal affair of Indonesia. | have
never heard anything about it,”" said
Don.

Speaking to reporters yesterday at
the Shangn-la Hotel, Indonesian For-
eign Minister Ali Alatas said Horta
did *‘not represent the etemal truth
about East Timor"".

**He's a political man and repre-
sents a small group of dissidents who
want to sway public opinion their
way. The majority of East Timorese
have a different opinion,”” he said.

Asked whether Indonesia was try-
ing to block discussion of East Timor
by Asean, Alatas replied: **We have
never blocked anything. East Timor
has never been discussed in the 27

of Asean, so why should it be
now?"’

Earlier at the hotel, guards tried to
bar four human rights activists from
presenting a statement to reporters at
the Asean conference.

*““This is part and :
Indonesian bullying the

in Asean to try and stop
Mmukingnbomhumnrights

parcel of the

ACTIVIST LEAVES: Jose Ramos-Horta, left, of the National Council
Maubere Resistance (CNRM) at Don Muang airport before
Thailand yesterday morning. S
violations," said one of the activists, into a room where Ascan
Fi!ipimhumﬁg!mhm&a& them to make their

place. Security guards i demonstrate
approached them, then ushered them lenced.
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Tragic about-face
on human ri ghts

AT \ = c + men:b;?a;yﬁl;set )l'&aii;;st:;i gg;t:;n- s same n;anner in which it virtually
4 YA s | t D ignored the repeated calls f
Pal won worldwide praise . stitutj iti e b
; v . onal and polit
t\:vhen it l"efused to bow to pressure all the pro-demgcr;clytg]r?tfos%b{
rom China and allowed the Dalai by,discarding the Vienn p“} ;‘d
ma to enter the country to join * Righ

Declaration on Human - Rights
a group of Nobel Peace Prize lau- that this Government adoptedglast

reates in calling for the release of year articularl i i
Daw Aung San Suuy Kyi. Now, ztate’sp“There is);tr;;?i]et'gf :t}:t‘;tsl
nearly 17 months' later, it appears and international organisations
that the mora! Justification and jn cooperation with non-govern:
sh_ow ot'. conscience upon which mental organisations, to create
| thxs.forengn policy was based have - favourable conditions...to ensure
,van.lshed. The resolve to stand up the full and effective enjoymeént of
against human rights violations human rights”, the Government
has also wavered and been sacri- seems to have sent the wrong
ﬁce.d on the altar of ASEAN soli- message to the world declaring, in
darity or, in plainer words, the effect, that its pledges and words
ne::'d to save theIfadce of a par“tiﬁi- are not to be treated seriously.
pating country, Indonesia, at the . Thi Sosbtiny o : e
b & A g on human rights
f:gll_’s‘?:l‘e‘:'ﬁ ASEAN foreign min 'anl:l development will provide the
The timing of the conference on °t er aspect of the problems fac-
human rights and development ;2;‘, tb - rgg}o::  that the ASEAN
organised by the Thai NGOs with tan:lgt‘:) l:fms oo fnayl bef o
participation from their counter- sake of Alsstngssﬁ i:ms:;-it; o l;{::
5?;:;?&“&1":{3’523 iéosrleai tz ‘::ilg- these questions, such as the illegal
. 4 b o occupation of East Timor by Indo-
isters’ meet may be inappropriate nesia and the absence of democ
and invite suspicion about the mo- ¢y in Burma, are as importantr:;
. . ’
tive of the Jorganisers. But the the peace and prosperity of this
Government’s ban against the for- region as with the other social
eign NGOs by invoking the labour :

4 . G economic and political issues on
law which requires the o i | agenda. The problems will not
of the forum to seek permission

s e simply go away if ASEAN coun-
from tl}e aythormes " da)§ in ad- tries bury their heads in the sand
vance is simply overreacting de-

spite the fact that the legitimacy e pregend ey do no? -
of the ban itself is questionable. Jakarta may feel too .embgr-
On top of that, the police manhunt rassed to have the. East Timor is-
| for the foreign delegates already sue discus§e<.i while the ASEAN
in the country will further cast the foreign ministers are meeting
| Government in a negative light here in Bangkok. But' it must be
because of its treatment of the hu- reminded that the plight of the
man rights activists as if they Timorese and. the _repression
were criminals with a price on which is still going onm"hmor by
; their heads. the Indonesian occupation forces ;
Time flies and things change. which, in the very first place, have
But aspirants for true democracy no legitimate right to be there,
and human rights had not expect- should be given a higher priority

ed this government to change that  than Jakarta’s embarrassment.
much —from a government which  Instead of seeking to silence the
nce embraced human rights as voices of conscience against the
an inalienable right of all individ- foreign NGOs, the Government
0 government which- should have politely told Jakarta
voices against :{ SLORC that freedom of expres-
‘power that it is done
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Blacklisted
Horta speaks
at conference

The Nation, Agencies

EXILED East Timorese leader Jose
Ramos-Horta, one of 11 participants
at a regional- human rights conference
who were blacklisted by police,
addressed the meeting yesterday with-
out incident. :

Horta arrived at the conference
venue in Don Muang in a beige
Mercedes-Benz limousine with diplo-
matic licence plates, believed to be
from the Portuguese Embassy, and
was cheered by about 30 participants
and a horde of local and foreign
journalists.

About a dozen policemen had
earlier ringed the We-Train Guesth-
ouse owned by the Association for the
Promotion of the Status of Women,
but allowed Horta to enter without
arresting him.

In his speech to the conference,
Horta said though the Indonesian
government had tried to blackmail an
Asean govemment into submission,
the voice of the Timorese people
could not be silenced.

“‘As we gather here to review the
state of human rights in the Asean
region, we are faced with some stark

reminders that this entire region is
still infested with military regimes
answerable to no one.

ghts ol

Il

0 address human

- - - - hapd , = ’
we will be leaving this evening,” he 1_ < SES§5
said. > oo™
: . = B_2€:S
The leader of the National Council a S E=S5s3
cﬂ, Maubere Resistance, an umbrella s E 2= m m.lm
of the main East Timorese groups in £ £ = £ =
exile, told reporters on Thursday that ” = m = == m
Indonesia had put heavy pressure on S 2= m T
Thailand to stop the rights meeting. O g = m.l.. - W.m. =
] See HORTA, Pa S m > m.m e
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NGO rights
discusses E.

DESPITE watchful police eves and the
absence of Timorese representatives.
the regional human rights seminar ves-
terday opened discussions on the Timor
issue. S s

Conference spokesperson. Cecilia Ji-
menez of the Philippine Alliance of Hu-
man Rights Advocate. «aid she was not
sure whether Timorese representatives
would be able to attend the meeting
today. < s

But she said there were other partici-
pants well-versed on the Timor problem
who could present a case for discussion.

Two Burmese and one Indonesian
showed up yesterday to present reports
of human rights violations in their
countries. e

Eddy Meechai of Burma criticised
ASEAN's constructive engagement pol-
icv. saving it had no chance to convince
the State Law and Order Restoration
Council to change heart. :

He also said he doubted the policy
reflected the view of the Thai people.

The meeting vesterday discussed ob-
stacles to social development and the
role of NGOs at different levels.

Participants said development should
mean equitable distribution of wealth.
non-discrimination of all forms. partici-
pation of the masses in decision-mak-
ing. protection of freedom of speech.
freedom of peaceful assembly and pro-
tection of the environment. said Ms Ji-
menez.

Meanwhile. six Burmese students
vesterday staged a hunger strike at
their detention centre in Bangkhen to
protest against the presence of SLORC
representatives at the ASEAN foreign
ministers’ meeting.

A police representative said the six
students refused to accept food at their
detention centre inside the Bangkhen
police private school.

The said they would end their strike

Sydney. AFP

A CONFIDENTIAL Australiangovern: .

ment report has warned that Indonesia
may be unable to contribute to regional
stability because of the increasing obso-
lesence of its military.

The report was published by The Aus-
tralian newspaper vesterday on the eve
of the ASEAN regional forum meeting
in Bangkok to discuss the new concept
of regional security through neighbour-

\v interdependence

1t said the failure of Indonesia’s
armed forces ABRI “to achieve even

modest modernisation has caused a

gradual decline in operational capabili-

ty and has eroded Indonesia’s ability to
contribute to regional stability.” =
Prepared by the Aus lian Embassy
Jakarta. it also warned that while
wce ties between Australia and In-
donesia had matured they were still too
fragile to survive a setback in the wider
I,ll‘.ilm.d relationship
The relationship could be damaged by

Ierse reporting on Indonesia by the

t media i

re virtually severed se

er a report here eriticising Suharto

However, the report said this danges

- L ;

rights seminar, Eddy Meechai.

after the end of the conference and the
departure of the SLORC delegation. the
police source said. 4

He said the Police Department had
ordered close monitoring of the condi-
tion of the hunger strikers and to try to
convince them to end the strike.

Any strikers who became sick would
immediately be taken to the Police Gen-
eral Hospital. he said.

He said no extra restrictions were
imposed on 100 Burmese housed at the
Maneeloi temporary shelter in Pak
Chong District of Ratchaburi.

They were allowed to leave the shel-
ter to do business outside. but were
asked not to take part in any political
activities during the ASEAN foreign
ministers’ meeting. he said.

Special Branch police reinforcements
had been assigned to the Burmese Em-
bassy and to hotels where foreign dele-
gates were staying during the con-
ference.

Burmese representative at the human |

subtance and maturity all the time.

The report was quoted as saying:

~ABRI's capacity to maintain internal
security by use of its territorial appara-
tus remains strong. but its capacity for
controlling a generalised crisis which
might arise over presidential succession
has not improved and cannot be
assured.”

. Fvans told a news conference in Can-
berra the importance of the first meet-
ing of the regional forum was that it was

the formal beginning of a new approach |

to security in the region.

He described it as the concept of de-
veloping trust. confidency. working to-
gether on preventive diplomacy strate-
gies and expanding the range of
traditional defence co-operation

This all fits into a larger concept of
ity where vou are not just talking
U security as involving military ea
ihty. but of security as being the
metion of economie relationships”
Harold Crouch, lecturer at the Aus

tional 1 9
MVErsity 3 Research

1 the e

|
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THAILAND's proposal for a
grouping of the so-called S'EA-I‘O.
which would include all nations in
our corner of the world, has re-
ceived a lacklustre response from
most ASEAN foreign ministers.
One exception to date is Phi_hppme
Secretary for Foreign Affairs Ro-
berto Romulo who declared yes-
terday that his country supported
ideas along the lines of the SEA-10
grouping, which hé said would
contribute to an eventual 10-mem-
ber ASEAN.

“As a vision, I continue to be-
lieve there should be one South-
east Asia family. The more we talk
about it today, the better it is for
all parties in Southeast Asia,”” Mr
Romulo said.

How right he is, and what an
incentive this would be for Burma
to return to democracy and prove
that it deserves membership in
such a group of progressive coun-
tries. Only the Rangoon regime it-
self can demonstrate it belongs
and the obvious forum is the
ASEAN meeting where the Ran-
goon participants have an oppor-
tunity to vindicate the Chuan Gov-
ernment’s faith in constructive
engagement.

The decision to invite represen-
tatives of Burma’'s State Law and
Order Restoration Council to sit in
at the session of ASEAN members
as a guest of host country Thai-
land has been criticised in many
quarters, but now is irreversible.
It now must be considered an op-
portunity instead of the lost cause
many have labelled it. The pres-
ence of SLORC members at a sum-
mit attended by ASEAN leaders is
a chance for all to test both the
Rangoon junta and the policy of
‘“constructive engagement.” If
this is a worthwhile scheme, then
Burmese leaders should respond
when they are engaged, construc-

tively.

The Chuan Leekpai Government
claims its policy towards Burma is
more realistic than sanctions and
open criticism of SLORC repres-
sion of its citizens. The Govern-

ment has placed our country in the
world firing line because of wide
scepticism that Rangoon’s mili-
tary regime will respond to any
civilised suggestions to clean up
its act. Mr Chuan, Foreign Minis-
ter Prasong Soonsiri and others
have maintained that the best way
to change the undemocratic
SLORC is through trade, tourism
and other actions. Many other
governments and individuals dis-
agree. They believe such actions
are seen by SLORC as a right, or
\l"l'n a reward for their suppres-
ways

sive

The Burmese military's power

monopoly has proved insufficient
to quiet overseas criticism of their
poor human rights record. Neither
l has this power succeeded in pro-
5‘ moting development of the coun
| try s near-destitute economy, or
| In attracting significant foreign
investment. Widespreac sympa

f 31 1
for LOR( politica

ts }

neal Opportunity |
an ASEAN i1nitiative

i
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came the focus of worldwide ap-
peals yesterday on the fifth anni-
versary of her detention. The
ruling junta recently staged a vari-
ety of “‘reforms,” headed by a pro-
tracted exercise of constitution-
writing designed to create the
appearance of civilian rule while
solidly entrenching  military
control.

The policy of constructive en-
gagement will take the spotlight
during the ASEAN meeting. There
should be no chance that SLORC
can mistake this policy. It aims at
changing the recalcitrant Bur-
mese junta’s repression as much
as that of the staunchest support-
er of use of sanctions. The sup- |
porters of constructive engage-'
ment — first and foremost our own
leaders — must directly inform
SLORC delegates the policy aims
at emphasising the advantages of
moving towards democracy and
freedom for all Burmese. Diplo-
mats must make clear to junta
members that constructive en-
gagement is no reward for SLORC. |
On the contrary, by treating Ran- .
goon in the same way that it treats |
other governments, its supporters
clearly imply they expect Rangoon
to behave like other governments.

Burma's current regime first
came to power in 1962. It took di-
rect control in a second bloody
confrontation in 1988. SLORC paid
lip service to democratic values by
staging parliamentary elections in
1990. But when the elections re-
sulted in a landslide victory for the
opposition, the junta simply ig-
nored the results. Hundreds of op-
position leaders, writers and intel-
lectuals, including over 60 MPs-
elect, were imprisoned. The leader
of the victorious National League
for Democracy opposition party,
the charismatic and widely be-
loved Mrs Suu Kyi, was con-
demned to virtually total isolation
under house arrest.

A new constitution may set this
repression into law. It requires
lt]hat candi]dates f:‘rc Tesadeu must

ave a milita can-
not be marrie:iyto fo mﬁ'h
second-generation fo n
must have lived in Burma without
interruption for at least 20 years.
These stipulations are clearly cus-
tom-designed to exclude the Ox-

tor

ford-educated Suu Kyi, the wife of
a British academic. In SLORC’s
view, these are ‘‘political re-
forms.”” Few others are this chari-
table.

In the six years since Burma's |

military seized full power in bloody
repression, neither sanctions nor
constructive engagement has suc-
ceeded in winning freedom for the
Burmese. At the ASEAN minis-
ters’ meeting, the latter policy will
be at centre stage

If SLORC now takes concrete
steps towards liberal and mean-
ingful political reform, proponents
of constructive engagement
should claim some ¢ redit. Indeed

wurma ca truly
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Irty tricks by authoritarian re gimes

- itable

view the P A0 name. It s now clear that the assume that it could get away with
over the m“’mf THAI TALK government is intent upon employing  such a provocative act.

zuofm Sout} "Agmi.' all political, legal and social devices

Rights Network tobmmcloalmdreponnhmn he govemment may have
Thailand is thay i¢ was all a X : :xswp’ouﬁ‘mg:rT?:;-
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~ Three forum part1c1pants get half an hour to pack

out of the total
m-..&%m

Three rights forum participants deported

The Nation, Assocmred Press

THREE forclgn partici
gomg regional humn ﬂahts o
nier-

ence here were d yesterday b
Thai immigration ol
ormed sou authontles in-

The three are assocj,
National Council of Mmlll‘l‘e:::

tance (CNRM), an
East Timor mhmun:or‘ellpl: :efadu;:

Pants to the on-

by Josc Ramos-Horta

Ramos-Horta named his three asso-
ciates deported by Thai authorities as
Margherita Tracanelli, a media con-
sultant to his group, who holds dual
Italian and Australian citizenship;
Frank Coorey, an Australian lawyer
u_lq film maker; and Lita Ocampo, a
Filipino photographer.

The three were ealier detained by

the immigration police and were-

escorted back to their hotel by the
authorities to pack their belongings.

They were given half an hour to pack
and were then taken to the interna-
tional airport.

Earlier, the immigration police |
refused to disclose their whereabouts
when Ramos-Horta complained to
reporters in the afteroon that his
associates were missing. The immi-
gration authorities instead said they
could have been taken away by the

[ See RIGHTS, Page A4
M

() Continued from Page Al said for- comply with Interior Ministry regula-
W to the conference tions and submit a 30 days in
Special Branch. not be arrested. advance of the forum. and disease.
poheenoumemdthomm ’Nummmcmifﬂuy Ramos-Horta, an

.uspected of crossing into Burma
meet Burmese ethnic minority I
twoweehuomdm vant
Thai immigration for vi
conditions of their visa.
Human nights abuses
and Burma are amon

tht_

m“ he said.
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Dear friends,
Our Cahaya tour is about to depart, and looks very good so far. of course we

have had the inevitable last minute changes and confusions, but all seems well.

The final partcipant list loosk as follows:

~ 1. Bishop Soma of Japan, APCET Chairperson Agiw

_ 2. Senator David Norris of Ireland. Gt

3. Ms Patricia McKenna Green Euro MP from Ireland

~ 4. Rev Ann Batten of New Zealand. One of the first women Anglican Ministers. W
Recently organised a womens "peace Charter” to Tahiti.

5. Ms Naida Pou, Maori rights worker,NZ

6. Paul Stewart, well known Australian musician, brother of Balibo murdered
journalist Tony Stewart.

— 7. Prominent Aboriginal poet and human rights activist Lionel Fogerty.

~ 8. Mr Daniel Botha, former Namibian SWAPO MP, anti-apartheid activistnow A€t <=
working for the strengthening of civil society in nations of the South. Student

at Victoria University Canada.
o~ 9wm'am' ohts spec mmﬂungmthUNﬂmnRxghts  herr

Salvador, International Human Rights
Commission of Jurists etc.

w York.



send them back to Bali on the same plane they arrived in ET.

Please observe this deadline the best you can.

If there is an incident at Bali airport, or Surabaya airport (the group is
being split up into two smaller ones, travelling on different flights, one
leaving at 09.40 from Bali, the other at 11.40 from Surabaya on 08 Nov)

earlier on, and it
all gets exposed, then there is no need for embargoes any more.

Please help to get as much publicity for this event as you can. We will post
personal profiles of participants later, as soon as the list is finalised. We

do
not know what will happen in Dili. We hope that they will be allowed to have
Thurday 09 November in the morning,

the peace prayers ceremony at Santa Cruz on

and that it all will be peaceful. They intend to light the candle at that
time, which will be formally presented to the world on Saturday in Signapore at

10.00 am.

Note that even with Singapore, discretion is needed in advance of the event.
The authorities are not that friendly with media.

Some contact numbers for participants, to use by media follow. But please be
discrete before the embargo deadline!

CAHAYA TOUR CONTACT NUMBERS

ach Hotel in Bali.(tel +62 361




534 1489..

11 Nov._- 10.00 am media conference at Singapore at Furama
hotel, with regional media correspondents.

Plca.f,c ensure that there is NO MENTION OF THIS TOUR in the
media until 16.30 Bali time (GMT +8) on 08 November.

It is particularly important not to arouse suspicion of authorities,
hotel employees or others until that time. This should be kept in
mmdl when contacting tour participants at Bali or in Dili before that
deadline.

After that deadline, please get as much publicity as possible.
When phoning Dili remember that conversations could well be

monitored.

If the group is blocked at Bali from going to Dili, we will try the
Santika Beach Hotel again. for accommodation.

APCET in Manila (+632 921 6774, Gus private: 631 9119), and Darwin (tel
+61 89 855678, fax 855622) are reference points at all times.

4 November 1995

I received the following fax from the APCET headquarters
in Manila earlier today. I believe the Bishop

is not using the word "deport" in the correct sense, as

he is still in Indonesia. I got a report that he and

his is at the Melaspi Hotel in Bali at this Tel NO:
62-361-751-335 :




I'am a Japanese C atholic bishop and a close friend of the leader of the Catholi

¢ Church in East Timor, Bishop Belo. The purpose of my trip to East Timor was t
0 pray for the souls of the victims of the terrible Santa Cruz massacre that to

ok place on November 12, 1991.

According to investigations by respected international human rights organizatio
ns, the precious lives of 273 youths were taken by Indonesian troops in this in
cident. Yet the Indonesian Government has still not revealed the truth about wh
at happened, and to this day we do not know the full reality. Of particular con
cern is the fact that the bodies of the victims have never been returned to the

ir families, and the youths who went missing after the incident, almost the sam
e number as those who were killed, are largely still unaccounted for to this da

y.

Surely any human being would be naturally moved to mourn such a terrible traged
y that claimed the lives of so many people and to want to offer prayers for the

m. But as a Catholic bishop representing many Catholic faithful in Japan, I fee

1 it as a duty incumbent upon me to go to the Santa Cruz cemetery and offer pra
yers there where the actual incident took place.

I hereby express great regret that the carrying out of my duty as a leader of t
he Catholic Church has been prevented in this way by the Indonesian Government'

s deporting me (sic) and I hereby protest this action.

*##* This is a private communication. Do not circulate without approval. ***
Statement from Reed Brody, one of the U.S. people on the Ahi

Nakalakan delegation that was kicked out of Timor rday. He
mmmmdapmwhwpmmﬁﬁme(& am EST) on

ﬁMTMnholdawvice




Indonesia Thrwarts East Timor 'peace pilgrims’

By Jim Della-Giacoma JAKARTA, Nov 9 (Reuter) - Indonesia

prevented foreign
activists from commemorating the 1991 killing of unarmed
protesters in East Timor on Thursday by expelling seven and
barring eight from entering the territory, officials said.

The so-called peace pilgrimage by American, Japanese,
Australasian and European individuals highlighted the issue of
East Timor, which was invaded by Indonesian forces in 1975 and has
been ruled with an iron hand since.

"I asked them to leave and I would have used force if they
refused,” Y.S. Triswoyo, East Timor's immigration chief, told
Reuters by telephone from Dili.

The incidents follow the departure of eight East Timorese
youths for Portugal on Wednesday after seeking asylum in the Dutch
embassy in Jakarta 24 hours earlier.

A member of the expelled group, Reed Brody, told Reuters by
telephone after arriving in Bali that the group included Namibian
MP Daniel Botha and American, German, Australian and Filipino
activists.

"We were told no tourist would be allowed in Dili before the
12th of November and we would have to leave for security reasons,"
Brody, adding that only six members of the expelled group were on

the fligh
increased military security in the

t.
! in Dili :
before the anniversary on Sunday of the 1991 Santa Cruz

pops shot dead at least 50 who were taking
n to mourn the death ofap;mmm

N6 wiid Brds Brown,




and virtually forced back into our hotel,

B - . .
hold ';dgc suanlld ﬂ'l:ajgmuP‘ was disappointed they were unable to
- enical service in the Santa Cruz cemetery but their
H'cl tﬁnrcxké would draw auention to the plight of East Timorese.
i 'K We experienced in a very mild way for 24 hours what
€ people of East Timor experience all the time," he said.
Triswoyo said he feared that the groups could undermine
stability, adding their activities were not compatible with their
stat"us as tourists.
Tknow that they are trying to collect information. It is
not nz:mra.l that tourists are collecting information,”" Triswoyo
said. "It would be better for them not to have come this time."

" he said.

Indonesia expells E Timor visitors By SUKINO HARISUMARTO
JAKARTA, Nov. 9 (UPI) - Indonesian security authorities
Thursday expelled seven foreigners from East Timor and prevented
the several other dignitaries from boarding a flight to the
troubled province three days before anticipated demonstrations
marking the anniversary of the massacre in Dili.
lmm?mion officials said there was a fear for the visitors'
safety if violence erupts during the commemoration of the Nov.
12, 1991, massacre in which dozens of protestors were killed

during a i
Reed Brody, an attomey from the United States, told United
res ; am from the Indonesian tourist city

ﬁxcd«ﬁm were expelled from East
ur stay in the fm ct;)éony.
police to leave




Dlmngdchlhmassacm..lndoncsiansoldiersopemdﬁmon
h%‘z - :tf a funeral in East Timor's Santa Cruz cemetery,

. 1he govemment admitted that 50 people were killed in the
;"Cldmhb!nmtcmano!nl_human rights groups put the death toll

- moreﬂlanz_w.mmcidmtspm-kcdimcmﬁonalomcryand
ocused attention on Indonesia’s nearly 20 years of rule in the
former Portuguese colony.

Immigration officials in Jakarta confirmed the expulsions,
saying the visitors were in East Timor with unclear reasons.

_ Rahardi Suroprawiro, director of control and execution for the
immigration office, told the state-run Antara news agency that the
move was taken because of fears the visitors could be in danger if
there are demonstrations commemorating the fourth anniversay of
the Dili massacre.

Suroprawiro said the foreigners' presence could incite East
Timor residents to protest the massacre.

Brig. Gen. Suwarno Adiwijoyo, meanwhile, said the immigration
~ office had authority to expel the foreigners.

"The immigration has its own reason to do the move...maybe the

ers' presence in East Timor was not in line with the
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tion to piennial conferences, the coalition’s efforts
it10

- In ’:::)o p—— ards providing advocacy assistance,
r.cagmzu the ' m,]dmg awareness, lobby work, networking and
t the women of 8 These initiatives and efforts and the responses
[imor bess the . m—ganmng overnments, media, regional |
 of the war in the coalition generated from g :
. country — rape . 9 international bodies have broadened and strengthened :

les’ solldanty for East Timor.

ual abuse as
of war,
, forced
sontrol, beatings
jure, disappear-
. They too are
nothers and wives
e sons and
bands waylaid in

' the Asla-Paclﬁc peOP

~

APCET has brum '
relevance of p

mcerete expression
" East Timor is

| of the society.

In the farms or.
public service,
education or h
the armed lib
_ struggle or at
' negotiation &
women are al
present.

years is the highest
tion. It is here where the
T seeks to: ) ns  defined and specific
resolutions ted :

bby governments particularly
e from Southeast Asia

is committed to’ oti
ictively mediate, if not, “OUNC
contribute to th s participate in the peaceful COUNCEN
":::LOWL‘N'OT‘ B esolution of the conflict: Representatives from the national affiliates comprise the
re ‘ e
gtructurespboyw" ‘ i ;’tﬁ‘:i";‘rgé’ﬁﬁi’)g;’:}n‘ﬁrs APCET Council. The Council is the policy-making body
integrating women ane models for possible of the Coalition in Between the conferences.
gender concerns ¢ ption; 2
and issues in the onsohdate and strengthen

Fast Timor was brutally annexed by Indonesia processes and policies oalition and its national ST”R“‘G U

: - g of t i
in December 1975, The East Timorese people o DR, s S{jﬁg:g?ﬁleagf;':’;ast?nsade by

resisted | ‘cupati " thei
sted Indone \hf s occupation of their land, to & £ ) e coalition in educat!on
which the Indonesian government responded with 4\ Y e 'd awareness campaigns

such a ferocity that reduced Fast Timor's original §§ d solidarity fgrmations
epulation 1 ' - ; s+ Prepare the Coalition to
ity it i ijpport and cooperate with >
? J East Timorese civil SECRE
Until lately, ASEAN has » hecome silent | 4 bciety in a post- Runs th :
conspirators to hide Indon: . dirty, bloody S dependent East Timor. G

secret dn East Timor,

elected from the Council, the
‘Executive Body that guides the
also acts as the Editorial Board
sletter, the Estafeta.

affairs of the Coalition. Initiates
plans and resolutions of the Council

under ion of the Coordinator.




peoples everywhere and into the mainstream

sasETELS
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@ quest for self-determination.

was successful in bringing the East
issue to the attention of freedom-loving

of public opinion. And especially so within
Southeast Asia. From APCET also emerged a
victorious, broad, Asian-based peoples’

solidarity movement for East Timorese '
resistance and human rights in general.




ASIA-PACIFIC COALITION
FOR EAST TIMOR

26 June 1996

David Webster
East Timor Alert Network - Toronto

P.O. Box 562, Station P
Toronto ON M5S 2T1
Canada

Dear David and Friends,

Two years ago, the watershed Asia-Pacific Conference for East Timor - or
APCET as it was later popularly known -- transpired in Manila. This was a tuming
point in the international campaign on East Timor and more so the Maubere

people’s struggle for self-determination.

APCET's aftermath showed vividly that the reality does not necessarily jibe with the
rhetoric. Indonesian strongman Suharto refused to admit gross human rights
violations in East Timor and showed nothing but sheer contempt for his ASEAN
neighbors. For his part, Philippine President Fidel Ramos~ himself an ex-general -
tried vainly to suppress the constitutional guarantees of free speech and free
expression in an efffort to scuttie APCET to appease Suharto. At the end of the
day, Philippine foreign policy was in shambles, the Ramos government’s claim to
democracy unmasked for what they are, and ASEAN realpolitik — characterized by
Big Brother Indonesia’s virtual domination of the regional grouping - revealed for

all the world to see.

memisodhamermathefaded into oblivion by now, the diplomatic
skirmishes AmmmmmMWQMammmemory But they




nce our myriad endeavors to the more heroic
Eor the East Timor issue has long before

Jin to the Second Asia-Pacific Conference on
| congregate under the theme “EAST TIMOR:
This will be held in November 8 to 12 in Kuala
support network for East Timor is
ls of the venue and other mechanics of the conference will be
signify your interest or confirm your attendance.

We hope that in Malaysia we would be able to buckie down, explore and exhaust
all the possible avenues for peace in East Timor and how we in the international
community — states or social movements — can contribute in bringing about
peace and justice to the long-suffering nation of East Timor. Loy

P

We look forward to be honored by your presence in November.

Please relay your response or quernes tngva N’&ET
Malaysian Host Committee ¢/o Sharaad n, SU
Jalan Carey, 46000 PJ, Selangor, Mal.



Asia-Pacific Conference on East Timor (APCET)

Report and Proceedings

May 31 - June 5, 1994
University of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippis
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