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I. INTRODUCTION

The history of United Nations involvement in the conduct of
pPopular consultations or elections in colonial dependencies is rich
and varied. Basically it is predicated on the right of dependent
peoples to self-determination, which is guaranteed by the Charter of
the United Nations. The Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples gave further impetus to this right
and sanctioned its extension to all non-self-governing peoples
covered by Chapter XI of the Charter. Thereafter, the role of the
United Nations was not limited to Trust Territories, but to all
Territories falling within the scope of the Declaration.

The purpose of United Nations involvement in popular
consultations is to ensure that the pecople are able to exercise
their choice in a free and unfettered manner. It should be pointed
out, however, that the precise function of the United Nations in
observing or supervising popular consultations has not been
uniform. It has varied according to the circumstances of the case
and the mandate established by the General Assembly, the Trusteeship
Council or other appropriate organs of the United Nations. The
ultimate objective in all cases, however, has been to ensure that
the people made their choice and determined their future in complete
freedom.

This paper is intended to give a succinct yet comprehensive
description of the common features of the role of the United Nations
in supervising Plebiscites, referendums or elections or in observing
them, the main distinction being that, in the act of supervision,
the United Nations involvement is wider in scope and covers all the
organizational aspects as well as the observation. These common
features, which are described in section II, are illustrated in
section III by three actual examples of United Nations supervision
of popular consultations (British Togoland, French Togoland and
Western Samoa) and in section IV by two examples of United Nations
observation ([Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands and Niue),

These examples have been selected in order to cover as wide a span
as possible both geographically and over time and also to cover
Plebiscites and referendums as well as elections.

II. ACTS OF SUPERVISION OR OBSERVATION

A. Decision to conduct a popular consultation

The first step in organizing a popular consultation is to
determine the time and the circumstances under which such
consultations would be held. This determination can be made in
three ways.



1. Determination by the Administering Authority

In the vast majority of cases so far, the Administering
Authority, having reached the conclusion that the people of a given
Territory were ready for an act of popular consultation and having
worked out the necessary arrangements with the local authorities in
the Territory, has informed the United Nations of its decision to
hold an act of popular consultation in the Territory. At the same
time, the Administering Authority has extended an invitation to the
United Nations to either supervise or observe the act.

2, Determination on recommendation of a visiting mission

In some cases, a United Nations visiting mission to a given
Territory, after reviewing the conditions in the Territory and
ascertaining the wishes of the people, usually in consultation with
the Administering Authority, has recommended to the competent
inter-governmental body or bodies (e.g. the Trusteeship Council, the
Special Committee of 24 or the General Assembly) that in view of the
stage of political advancement reached by the people, an act of
popular consultation should be held in the Territory.

However, even vhen a visiting mission makes such a
recommendation, the agreement of the Administering Authority to hold
popular consultations is essential before a decision can be reached
on the time and circumstances for popular consultations.
Furthermore, the United Nations can be involved in the act, whether
in the form of supervision or observation, only at the request or
invitation of the Administering Authority.

3, Other peossibilities

It is also possible to envisage United Nations involvement in an
act of popular consultation as a result of a decision by the General
Assembly or the Security Council relating to a given area or
Territory which may be disputed or whose status may be the subject
of contention. 1In such an event, however, the agreement of all the
concerned parties would be a prerequisite for the smooth conduct of
the act of popular consultation. 1In such cases, United Nations
involvement might range from supervision or observation to
co-operation with a regional organization and even direct
responsibility in order to ensure that the popular consultation is
conducted in an atmosphere of complete freedom and impartiality. It
is also possible to contemplate situations where the act of
supervision or observation by the United Nations might need to be
carried out in combination with a peace-keeping operation in the
Territory.



B. Establishment of a legal framework

Whatever the nature and circumstances of an act of popular
consultation, a legal framework must exist to govern such acts.
From the viewpoint of the United Nations, the basic legal
instruments are the United Nations Charter, the beclaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and
relevant international agreements. Within the context of these
basic documents, the legal framework for a given act is established
on the one hand by the General Assembly or any other appropriate
United Nations organ and on the other by the Administering Authority
or the authorities in the Territory.

The legal basis for United Nations involvement in an act of
popular consultations is provided by a resclution of the General
Assembly or any other competent organ of the United Nations. Apart
from providing the legal basis, the resolution also generally
appoints or authorizes the appeintment of a mission or a
commissioner and defines the mandate of the mission or the
commissioner. As a general rule, where the United Nations role is
confined to observation, an observation mission has been appointed
and when the United Nations is expected to supervise the act of
popular consultation, a commissioner or commission has been
appointed. 1In both cases, the mandate contained in the resolution
is of crucial importance in determining the exact nature of the
United Nations role in the conduct of popular consultations.

The Administering Authority or, in some cases, the territorial
authorities, establishes the legal framework for an act of popular
consultation through a legislative order or an enactment passed by
the appropriate legal body for that purpose. Such an enactment or
instrument provides for the establishment of an authority (usually
called an administrator) to carry out the functions relating to the
consultation. 1In addition, it usually enumerates the powers of that
authority and the various stages of the consultation to be executed
by the authority.

The United Nations has established the practice of close
consultations with the authorities concerned and of reviewing
various aspects of the legal framework for an act of popular
consultation in order to ensure that tiey are in conformity with the
requirements of complete freedom and impartiality. 1In cases of both
supervision and observation, the United Nations commissioner or
mission has not hesitated to suggest modification or revision of the
ena .ing legislation, if called for.
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C. Organization and conduct

In the experience of the United Nations thus far, the
Administering Authority, either alone or in consultation with the
territorial authorities, has been responsible for all aspects of the
organization and conduct of popular consultations, although the
possibility exists that the United Nations might assume direct
responsibility or carry out such a responsibility in co-operation
with a regional organization. In any event, the United Wations has
always insisted on either observing or, in cases of supervision,
being closely associated with all phases of the organlzation and
conduct of popular consultations.

The organization of a popular consultation involves: defining a
precise calendar for the various phases of the act of consultation:
formulating regulations and rules; determining the wording of the
ballot or, in the case of elections, the system of voting;
determining the franchise and carrying out of the registration of
voters; maintaining law and order; carrying out a political
education programme; monitoring a political campaign; making
arrangements for voting on the polling day(s); providing for
penalties for offenses in connection with the vote; counting and
tabulating the votes; declaring the results; and making arrangements
for appeals and reviews.

l. Calendar

Since the calendar for different phases of a popular
consultation is an important factor in determinig the freedom and
impartiality of the exercise, the establishment of the calendar,
particularly with regard to the political education programme and
the political campaign, has often been the subject of controversy.
Complaints about lack of time to carry out the various programmes
have been made both to the organizing authority and to the United
Nations representatives.

The United Nations for its part has always considered that
adequate time and opportunity should be allowed for all phases of a
popular consultation in order to enable the people to inform
themselves fully on all aspects before making their choice.

2. Requlations for the consultation

Apart from the basic legislative order or enactment, the
organizing authority may also issue regulations, orders or
instructions to ensure the proper conduct of the consultation.
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The United Nations has participated or has been consulted in the
formulation of such regulations. The main concern of the United
Nations in this respect has been to see that no undue restrictions
are imposed, that the same opportunity is provided to all sides and
that the regulations are drawn up in such a way as to ensure an
impartial conduct of the consultation.

3. Ballot

In the case of a plebiscite or a referendum, the wording of the
ballot assumes critical importance. The ballot is usually
formulated by the Administering Authority in consultation with the
territorial authorities. An appropriate organ of the United Nations
may participate in its formulation. Wwhile in most cases the wording
of the ballot has been accepted by all concerned, in some instances
the formulation has occasioned controversy and reservations have
been made on the question or questions put te the people.

The chief concern in drawing up the ballot has been clarity and
the need to devise alternative questions in parallel terms. In all
cases, the United Mations organs concerned have insisted that the
question or questions to be asked should be clearly spelt out.

Bvery effort has been made to avoid guestions that could mislead the
voter.

4, Franchise and registration of voters

In most cases, the eligibility to vote has been determined by
the organizing authority and incorporated in a law or regulation
promulgated by that authority. For consultations involving the
United Nations, universal adult suffrage has been the norm. The
organizing authority is responsible for the registration of voters,
the drawing up of electoral boundaries, the establishment of local
administrative bodies and the preparation of voting lists. The
authority is usually empowered to make regulations in those matters
and to establish procedures to deal with complaints regarding
registration and voting lists. It also details any offenses in
connection with registration and the penalties attached thereto,

The United Nations has established the practice of reviewing all
of these arrangements closely with the organizing authority. On
occasion, United Nations representatives have suggested
modifications to such procedures.

5. Maintenance of law and order

The maintenance of law and order during the conduct of popular
consultations has always been the responsibility of the organizing
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authorities. They have issued orders or regulations to ensure an
atmosphere of freedom and impartiality.

The United Nations has reviewed the arrangements with the
organizing authorities in order to ensure that a peaceful atmosphere
free of any intimidation or threats prevails. The United Nations
has always regarded security as a very important factor without
which it would not be able to perform its role in the consultations.

6. Political educatison programme

The organizing authority is responsible for ensuring that the
population is made aware of the substance and import of the
questions, options or choices on which it is being consulted.

The United Nations attaches considerable importance to the
political education programme. It has insisted that sufficient time
be allowed in order to permit all segments of the population to
acquire information on all sides of the issue and on how the vote
would affect the people or the Territory as a whole. It has also
sought to ensure that the information disseminated under the
political education programme is simply worded, clear and objective;
that the information is provided in all languages spoken in the
Territory, and that the media are encouraged to make time and space
available to all viewpoints,

The contents of the political education programme, the means of
financing the programme, the languages to be used, the impartiality
of those assigned to conduct the programme and the issues connected
with the use of the media have often resulted in extensive
discussions and controversy.

From the point of view of the United MNations, the following are
fundamental questions which should be answered satisfactorily:

(a) What steps have been taken by the organizing authority to
ensure that the inhabitants are completely familiar with the issues
involved in the vote?

(b) Have opinions both for and against been brought before the
voters?

{c) Are the publications objective and balanced and have they
been widely distributed?

(a) Have the media given equal time and space to all
viewpoints?



(e) Has the time provided for political education been
sufficient to allow the people to become familiar with the issues
involved?

(£) Have the inhabitants been made fully conscious of the
significnce of the consultations?

7. Political campaign

As in the case of the political education programme, it is
incumbent upon the organizing authority to ensure that an atmosphere
of peace, freedom and impartiality prevails in which all parties
participating in the political campaign are able to present their
respective points of view. If the media are publicly owned, or even
government licensed, equal time and space are normally allotted to
all political parties. In some instances, financial provisions may
have to be made, to the extent possible, to ensure that all parties
concerned have equal opportunity to air their points of view on the
various issues involved.

The United Nations closely follows the political campaign and
can suggest modifications to the arrangements or other measures
which it may deem necessary or which it may propose in response to
any complaints by any of the parties taking part in the campaign.

8. The vote

The voting procedure for the consultation is set forth in the
rules and regulations promulgated by the responsible authority.
These rules and regulations provide not only for the actual method
of voting but also for such matters as the duties and
responsibilities of returning officers, presiding officers and
scrutineers at polling stations and all other aspects of the vote.

The physical arrangements for voting include the establishment
of an adequate number of polling stations; transportation of voters;
access to and security arrangements at polling stations; access for
representatives of the parties; arrangements for the secrecy of
voting; the formulation, printing and delivery of ballot paper and
the symbols or colors to be used, if any; and the security of the
ballot boxes.

The United Nations representatives review the voting regulations
anc the physical arrangements in consultation with the organizing
authority. They also carefully monitor the actual conduct of voting
through the posting of observers at the polling stations and
immediately bring to the attention of the organizing authority any
malpractices or irreqularities that may come to their attention.
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In practice, United Nations experience in supervision and
observation has covered many varying cultures and behaviour patterns
dealing with the vote. The United Nations has therefore not
insisted on any set pattern of arrangements so long as the basic
requirements of peace, security and freedom of choice are adequately
met.

9, Offences and penalties in connection with the vote

Procedures to deal with offences in connection with the vote are
usually outlined in the regulations provided by the organizing
authority. Offences include voting when unqualified, voting on two
or more occasions and refusal to permit a qualified voter to cast a
ballot. Any complaint of corrupt or illegal practice and the
penalties attached thereto are set out in legislative or
administrative orders. Trials may take place and offenders may be
sentenced in accordance with the regulations governing the
consultations. The United Nations takes cognizance of these
arrangements.

10. Counting and tabulation of votes

The organizing authority establishes a committee to carry out
the function of counting votes. As a rule, the counting of votes is
conducted in public. The procedure for counting the votes is, on
the whole, similar in all popular consultations. It is set out in
rules and regulations concerning the consultations and generally
comprises the following:

(a) Opening the ballot boxes and verifying their contents.
Each ballot box should contain a list giving the number of ballots
received, the number used and the number unused, as well as the
number of affidavits issued to persons not registered or enrolled;

(b} Comparing the number of ballots and envelopes containing
affidavits and ballots with the figures appearing in the list;

(c) Verifying the validity of the affidavits;

(@) Depositing all ballots in a central ballot box;

(e) Tabulating the ballots;

(E) Proclaiming the unofficial results.

As a rule, the United Nations presence is considered necessary

at the time of the counting of votes in order to verify that all the
procedures are correctly applied.
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11. Declaration of results

The official results of the vote following a popular
consultation are published in a special gazette or are publicly
declared by the competent authority. If legally reqguired, the
results are officially transmitted to higher authorities for
confirmation and notification.

In some consultations, votes are counted, verified and announced
at the district level before transmission to headquarters for the
final counting and declaration of resul:s.

The official results are transmitted to the United Nations by
the competent authority. -

12. Appeals and review

An appeals and review procedure has been provided for in all
popular consultations.

The primary task of the United Nations in observing
investigations of alleged irregularities in the conduct of a popular
consultation is to establish that the investigation is thoroughly
and effectively conducted, that the investigation is made fairly and
in an even-handed manner and that all those who wish to do so have
an opportunity to give evidence or information to the organ created
to investigate the alleged irregularities.

The matter of deciding whether the allegations of improper
conduct are well founded is the task of the organ established to
carry out the investigation,

D. Report of the United Nations

At the conclusion of the exercise of a popular consultation, the
United Nations commissioner or mission, as the case may be, compiles
a report to the relevant organ of the United Nations, containing an
account of the visit to the Territory, observations on all aspects
and phases of the consultation and conclusions and recommendations,
if any (see Annex)}. The report is also transmitted to the
Administering Authority.
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I1. EXAMPLES OF SUPERVISION

A. Plebiscite in the Trust Territory of
Togoland under British Administration {1956)

1. Background

Iand Area: 33,776 sguare kilometres
Population: 423,000 inhabitants (1954)

The Trust Territory of Togoland under British Administration had
been administered by the United Kingdom as an integral part of the
then-colony of the Gold Coast since 1920.

2, Determination of time and circumstances

At the ninth session of the General Assembly, in 1954, the
United Kingdom Government stated 1/ that, when the Gold Coast
achieved independence, it would no longer be practical for it, as
the Administering Authority concerned, to administer Togoland under
British administration as a separate entity and that, in its
opinion, the progress of the inhabitants had been such that the
objectives of the International Trusteeship System had been
substantially achieved. It also suggested that it might be
appropriate to terminate the Trusteeship Agreement at the time of
the attainment of independence by the Gold Coast and to integrate
the two territories into an independent state. The United Kingdom
further asked the General Assembly, inter alia, to formulate a
procedure for ascertaining the wishes of the inhabitants of the
Trust Territory so that definitive arrangements for the future
administration of the Trust Territory could be decided upon in the
course of the eleventh session of the General Assembly.

In reply, the General Assembly, at the same sesion, reguested
the Trusteeship Council to dispatch a mission to the Territory.2/
In its report to the Trusteeship Council, the 1955 Visiting Mission
stated that a plebiscite would be the most democratic, direct and
specific method of ascertaining the true wishes of the people on the
future of their Territory and included in its report detailed
proposals for the arrangements for the holding of the plebiscite.3/

3. Legal framework

Pollowing the recommendation of the Visiting Mission, the
General Assembly, at its tenth session, adopted a resolution 4/
recommending (a) that the wishes of the inhabitants of the Territory
be ascertained by plebiscite; (b) that the Administering Authority
take steps "in consultation with a United Nations Plebiscite



- 12 -

Commissioner™ to organize and conduct the plebiscite "under the
supervision of the United Nations®™; and (c) that the plebiscite be
organized and conducted on the basis of the arrangements proposed in
the report of the Visiting Mission, subject to such modifications as
might be agreed upon between the Administering Authority and the
United Mations Plebiscite Commissioner and such additional measures
as might be proposed by the Commissioner to ensure "a free and
neutral atmosphere for the plebiscite”.

In the same resolution, the General Assembly decided to appoint
a Plebiscite Zommissioner "who shall exercise on behalf of the
General Assembly the powers and functions of supervision defined by
the Visiting Mission in its special report and who shall be assisted
by observers and staff to be appointed by the Secretary-General in
consultation with him®. The Commissioner was requested to subnmit a
report on the organization, conduct and results of the plebiscite to
the Trusteeship Council for its consideration and for transmission
to the General Assembly at its aleventh session (1956) “in order
that the latter may, in consultation with the Administering
Authority, assess the results and determine the further action to be
taken on the attainment of independence by the Gold Coast"”.

In compliance with the resolution, the Government of the United
Kingdom, the Administering Authority, proceeded to organize the
plebiscite.

The basic instrument regulating the plebiscite, the Teogoland
under United Kingdom Trusteeship (Plebiscite) Order in Council, came
into operation on 31 Decembet 1955. The Order in Council, inter
alia, gave the alternatives to be put to the votersj established the
qualifications for applicants; and provided for registration, for an
appeals procedure and for the appointment of Judges of Special
(Election) Courts. Under section 11 of the Order, provision was
made for the facilities to be given to the United Nations Plebiscite
Commissioner and observers for the discharge of their functions.

In consequence of powers conferred on him by the Order in
Council, the Governor of the Gold Coast, and therefore of the Trust
Territory, issued three distinct regulations: the Togoland
plebiscite (Registration) Regulations, 1955; the Togoland Plebiscite
Regulations, 1956; and the Togoland Plebiscite (Voting Petitions)
Regulations, 1956. These regulations described in detail the
registration and voting procedures and the functions and
responsibilities of those responsible for the conduct of the
plebiscite.

4. MAppointment of the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner

On 15 December 1955, the General Assembly appointed Mr. Eduardo
Espinosa y Prieto of Mexico as thg_Plebiscite Commissioner.
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Thirteen observers from the United Nations Secretariat wsre
subsequently appointed by the Secretary-General in consulzation with
the Commissioner.

5. Arrival of the United Nations team in the Territory

The Commissioner and his staff arrived in the Territory in the
€irst half of January 1956, approximately four months in advance of
the actual date of the holding of the plebiscite, Each of the 13
observers was assigned to a different area of the Territory for the
duration of the mission.

6. Organization and conduct of the plebiscite

The conduct of the plebiscite was entrusted to a Plebiscite
Adninistrator appointed by the Administering Authority, subject to
any directions given to him by the Governor of the Gold Coast acting
under the Order in Council. The Plebiscite Administrator maintained
constant co-operation with the United Nations Plebiscite
Commissioner in every stage of the conduct of the plebiscite, in
particular the registration of voters, the planning for polling day,
the forms used for polling, the actual voting and the counting of
the results.

In accordance with the recommendations of the United Nations
visiting Mission, the Order in Council provided that the right to
register and vote in the plebiscite should be accorded to every
person who:

(a) Was of the age of 21 years or older;

(b} HRad resided in Togoland under British administration for at
jeast 12 months in the two years preceding registration;

(c) Was residing at the time of registration in the ward in
which he had applied to be registered;

{d) Was not disqualified by such causes as conviction,
insanity, etc.

In line with the recommendations of the United Nations Visiting
Mission, the period of registration lasted for 35 days. United
Nations observers were present in each electoral district at all
gtages of the registration process which was conducted by 60
registration officers from among overseas officers of the British
Government. Tax receipts for the previous two years were regarded
as the primary and normal but not compulsory manner of establishing
residence. In their absence, other evidence such as identification

by the chief or elders of a village was accepted.
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Registration began on 10 January 1956. Polling was held on
9 May of the same year. Petitions to be investigated could be
lodged with the Special (Election) Court from 10 to 23 May 1956,

It may be useful to recall here some special aspects of the
plebiscite. First, Togoland under British administration had been
administered as an integral part of the Gold Coast. It did not
exlst administratively as a unit. It had followed the same
constitutional development as tha Gold Coast and its political
parties were either branches of those in the colony or were closely
linked with them. The plebiscite had obvious implications on the
Togoland unification problem and the prospect of Ewé unification.
There was thus the danger of external influence mainly from the
ruling party in the Gold Coast - which supported the first
alternative - and from leaders of the Togoland unification movement
in Togoland under French Administration. At the urging of the
United Nations Commissioner, appeals were made to both parties
jointly by the British administration and the United Nations
Commissioner to keep external influences out of the plebiscite.
Despite some incidents, such appeals were largely successful.

Secondly, the Territory, being a strip of land running 480
kilometres from north to south with a width of scarcely 65
kilometres and adjoining two Territories with which the alternatives
of the plebiscite were closely connected, there was a natural fear
of mass infiltration of applicants for registration coming from
either of the neighbouring Territories to swell the ranks of
Togolese who shared their political views. This fear turned out to
be unfounded, despite the fact that the Administering Authority had
not considered it feasible to enlist a sufficient number of men to
police the border areas effectively. 5/

7. Ballot

The wording of the ballot aimed at ascertaining the wishes of
the majority of the population in regard to:

(a) The union of the Territory with an independent Gold Coasty
(b} The separation of Togoland under British administration
from the Gold Coast and its continuance under Trusteeship, pending

the ultimate determination of its political future.

B. Political campaign

The early stages of the plebiscite were not distinguished by
important rallies or printed publicity. The parties concentrated
instead on getting great numbers of their followers registered
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and in carrying out a door-to-door propaganda campaign; some vans
sith loudspeakers were used., By far, the most important and largest
rally was that held by the Togoland Congress in Ho on 6 May 1956,
Numerous chiefs entered the town in an impressive parade and a great
number of lorries brought into town several thousand people.

The development of the plebiscite revealed 2 struggle in many
parts of the northern section of the Territory which had not been
foreseen earlier. It was known that the northern chiefs wanted
immediate union with the Gold Coast and that their authority was
acknowledged by tens of thousands of voters. It was thought that
the vote there might go in a solid block for the first alternatlve
{union with the Gold Coast). Numerous political complications
developed, however. The concept of federation made great inroads in
that area and as a result of a remarkable campaign conducted by the
Togoland Congress, many votes were cast in the north for the second
alternative.

9. Voting and declaration of results

The voting procedure was laid down in regulations enacted by the
Administering Authority in conformity with the procedures
recommended by the United Nations Visiting Mission. Special
arrangements were made to ensure the secrecy of the voting.

The 80 returning officers were expatriate officers and some
1,500 Africans were employed to fill the posts of presiding officer
and polling assistants at the 408 polling booths throughout the
Territory. Following objections by the United Nations Commissioner,
the Plebiscite Administrator had abandoned his plan of recruiting
most of the personnel in the Gold Coast and instead most of the
people appointed were native Togolese.

The voting, which took place on 9 May 1956, was closely observed
by the United Nations observers, as was the counting which was done
at 10 polling stations.

According to the declared results, out of the 160,587 votes
cast, 93,095 (58 per cent) were in favour of the first alterative
and 67,492 (42 per cent) were in favour of the second alternative.

10. Maintenance of law and order

The 1955 Visiting Mission, after reviewing the existing
situation in the Trust Territory, had expressed the view that no
special measures were necessary to ensure freedom of campaigning.
The General Assembly nevertheless authorized the United Nations
Plebiscite Commissioner to propose additional measures in order to
secure a free and neutral atmosphere for the plebiscite,
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The maintenance of law and order and the assurance of the basic
freedoms continued to be the concern of the Cold Coast Government,
which remained responsible for the normal administration of the
Territory. Only the immediate conduct of the plebiscite came under
the control of the Plebiscite Administrator.

11. Claims and objections

Only 210 claims and 435 objections were entered in the entire
Territory. Of the 210 claims, 8) were accepted and 129 were
overruled. The majority of the claims sustained were cases in which
errors had been committed by the registration personnel or by
typists. The objections referred mainly to insufficient length of
residence, insufficient age or criminal records.

According to the report of the Plebiscite Commissioner, all the
United Nations observers concurred that the presiding officers had
shown wisdom, dignity and impartiality in dealing with their cases,
and that no representations from the political parties had been
recorded against them. 6/

12, United Nations observations

Neither the report of the Plebiscite Administrator nor that of
the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner 6/ reveal any major
difficulty in maintaining order or in ensuring a free atmosphere for
the plebiscite. On the contrary, both were in agreement in
declaring that the campaign had been carried out in an atmosphere of
freedom and fairness and in a manner which reflected great credit on
the people of the Territory. A very few minor disturbances were
reported.

The United Nations Commissioner submitted his report on the
conduct and results of the plebiscite 6/ to the General Assembly
through the Trusteeship Council so that the Council might, in
consultation with the Administering Authority and in accordance with
General Assembly resolution 944 (X), "assess the results and
determine the further action to be taken on the attainment of
independence by the Gold Coast in the light of all the circumstances
and in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the
Trusteeship Agreement”.

B. Plebiscite in Western Samoa (1961)

1. Background

Land Area: Western Samoa is composed of two large islands, two
small islands and several islets with a total land area of 2,932
square kilometres.
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Population: 102,860 (1958)

In 1920, the League of Nations placed the Trust Territory of
Western Samoa under a mandate conferred to His Britannic Majesty and
exercised on his behalf by the Commonwealth of New Zealand. 1In
1946, the Government of New Zealand placed the Territory under the
International Trusteeship System and administered it until its
independence in 1962.

2. Determination of time and circumstances

In 1959, the New Zealand Government informed the United Nations
Visiting Mission to the Territory 7/ that it was prepared to adopt a
tentative time-table for the attainment of self-government or
independence by Western Samoa, and that the General Assembly would
be asked, at its fifteenth session, to make arrangements for
supervising a plebiscite to be held in early 1961. The Mission,
therefore, suggested that, as had been agreed to by both the
Administering Authority and the leaders and representatives of
Western Samoa, a plebiscite should be held at the appropriate time.

3. legal framework

On 1B December 1960, the General Assembly, by its resolution
1569 (XV), recommended that the Administering Authority take steps,
in consultation with a United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner, to
organize, under the supervision of the United Nations, a plebiscite
in Western Samoa. As a result, the Government of New Zealand
enacted an Order in Council, entitled "The Western Samoa Plebiscite
Order, 1961", which was published on 8 February 1961.

The time-table for the plebiscite provided a period of three
months for the political education of the people.

4. Organization and conduct of the plebiscite

The Order in Council enacted by the Government of New Zealand,
the Administering Authority, provided for the appointment of a
Plebiscite Administrator and a Samoan Plebiscite Administrator. The
General Assembly had appointed Mr. Najmuddine Rifai of the Syrian
Arab Republic as United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner for Western
Samoa on 1B Deceaber 1960.

In order to conduct the plebiscite on the basis of universal
suffrage, it became necessary to compile a completely new register
of voters. To ensure that registration would be as complete as
possible, notices announcing the manner and places for enrolment
were issued by the Plebiscite Administrators and the Registrar. The
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register was published and made available for inspection by the
public. By the time the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner
arrived in the Trust Territory, the register of voters had been
completed.

On the recommendation of the Plebiscite Commissiouner, provision
was made for polling places in Auckland and Wellington for those who
had enrolled on the register of voters but who were cemporarily
resident in New Zealand.

With respect to extension of the vote to those Western Samoans
who had settled permanently in New Zealand and elsewhere, the
authorities maintained that the residential quaiification was an
invariable prerequisite to a popular vote and that principle had
been applied in all plebiscites held under the supervision of the
United Nations,

At the suggestion of the Commissioner, a new clause was included
in the Plebiscite Order (as Amendment No. 1) under which any person
who was qualified, but had not registered, would be allowed to vote
in the plebiscite by making a declaration, before the presiding
officer at the polling station, of the particulars which he would
have otherwise made to the registrar in an application for
registration. Thus, a way was opened for every gualified Western
Samoan, even though not previously registered, to take part in the
plebiscite.

5. Political education campaign

A booklet containing a comprehensive set of questions and
answers on the salient points of the Constitution and the issues
involved in the plebiscite, was printed in Samoan and English, and
distributed by the Government.

Government information parties were organized to travel
throughout the Territory to inform the people about the issues
involved and, in particular, to demonstrate how to record votes on

the ballot paper.

The United MNations Plebiscite Commissione was informed that on
the adjournment of the Legislative Assembly, each member of the
Assembly had returned to his constitutency to campaign and enlighten
the public, Two public meetings were held in Apia at which the
Plebiscite Administrator and a representative of the Western Samoan
Government explained the various aspects of the Constitution and the
issues involved in the plebiscite and answered gquestions of those
attending. The second meeting was broadcast by radio. A public
debate on the issues involved took place in Apia and was also
broadcast.
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A total of 500 posters with four different texts in Samoan and
English, urging the people to vote, were displayed on the sides of
buses and in the main stores and public places throughout the
Territory. Slides were shown on the screen in a theatre in Apla.
Prior to the closure of registration, slides with texts in Samecan
and BEnglish appealing to Western Samoans to register were shown,
while from 24 April to B May 1961, the people were urged to vote.

A month prior to the plebiscite, a copy of the draft
constitution in the Samoan language was distributed to each
household on the island.

6. Ballot

As recommended by General Assembly resolution 1569 (XV}, the
following questions were put to the voters:

"Do you agree with the Constitution adopted by the
Constitutional Convention on 28 October 19607

"Do you agree that on 1 January 1962, Western Samoa should
become an independent State on the basis of that Constitution?”

7. Voting and declaration of results

The voting took place on 9 May 1961. Five United Nations
observers covered the voting process in 14 polling stations.

The result of the voting showed that of the total registered
voters who voted, 83 per cent voted "yes™, and 13 per cent voted
*no” on the first gquestion and 79 per cent voted *yes" and 13.5 per
cent voted "no® on the second question.

8. Objections and claims

The number of objections made by the Registrar to the register
of voters totalled 147, of which 128 were accepted and the names
thus removed, and 19 withdrawn after appropriate explanation. The
grounds for objections included non-citizens, double registrations
and disqualification by law.

No petitions for inquiry were submitted within the period
established by the Plebiscite Order, which laid down the conditions
for inquiry regarding complaints that a person who was not gualified
to vote had voted, or that a qualified voter had been refused
permission to vote, or cases of corrupt or illegal practice in any
polling district.
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9. United Nations observations

In his report to the Secretary-General, 8/ the United Nations
Plebiscite Commissioner stated that the plebiscite was carried out
with correct adherence to the law laid down in the Plebiscite Order,
as amended, and that the plebiscite was fair and impartial. The
official result showed that 31,426 people voted in favour of the
Constitution and 29,882 in favour of the independence of Westezn
Samoa.

C. Elections to the Legislative Asgembly (1958) prior to
termination of the Trusteeship BMareement in
Togoland under French administration

1. Background  °

Land Atea: 55,000 square kilometres
Population: 1,111,068 {1957)

Formerly a German colony, Togoland under French administration
was a League of Nations Mandate between 1922 and 1946. The French
Government administered the Territory under the International
Trusteeship System until its independence in 1960.

2. Determination of time and circumstances

The United Nations Mission to the Trust Territories of Togoland
under British Administration and Togoland under French
Administration, 1955, 9/ reported that, as far as the future of the
French-administered Territory was concerned, the most effective
method of ascertaining the wishes of the population would be to hold
a plebiscite in which the people of the Territory would be asked to
decide if they wished self-government within the French Union or
independence. The General Assembly, after endorsing the conclusions
of the Visiting Mission, recommended that the consultations of the
population should be conducted, as in the case of Togeland under
British administration, "under the supervision of the United
Nations®. 10/

In reply, the French Government requested the Trusteeship
Council to appoint a "mission of observers™ to follow the operation
of a referendum, in which the voters of the Territory would be asked
to choose between continuation of the Prusteeship and a new autonomy
s*atute within the French Union.ll/ The Trusteeship Council refused
wo do so on the grounds that the proposed referendum did not offer
the choice of independence, as recommended by the 1955 Visiting
Mission.
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In the light of the outcome of the referendum which was,
nonetheless, held in October 1956 in the absence of internaticnal
observers and resulted in an overwhelming majority in favour of the
new statute, 12/ the French Government requested the General
Assembly to terminate the Trusteeship Agreement for the Tercitory.
After some days of discussion in the Fourth Committee, in which many
delegations manifested their opposition to the termination of the
Agreement, France agreed to withdraw its request and declided instead
to invite a United Nations commission to visit Togoland under Prench
administration to study on the spot the conditions under which the
provisions of the new statute were being applied. This invitation
was accepted by the General Assembly. 13/

In its report, 14/ the Commission stated that, while the new
statute constituted a very significant constitutional advance for
the Territory, it nonetheless did not amount to full self-government
within the meaning of Article 76 b of the Charter of the United
Nations. The Commission therefore recommended the holding of
elections to the Legislative Assembly on the basis of the new
electoral law which provided for universal adult suffrage. With
regard to the termination of the Agreement, the Commission suggested
that a new popular consultation be udertaken "“in full agreement with
the United Nations®™ to ascertain the desires of the people regarding
the future status of the Territory.

In the course of the twelfth session of the General Assembly in
1957, Prance announced its intention to hold elections to the
Togoland Legislative Assembly in 1958, under United Nations
supervision, and that the new Togoland Government that would issue
from the elections would be asked to formulate proposals for the
early attainment of the final objective of the Trusteeship System.

3. Llegal framework

The General Assembly, by its resolution 1182 (XII) of 29
November 1957, accepted the invitation to make the necessary
arrangements "in consultation with the Administering Authority, for
supervision of the elections by the United Nations®™; decided to
elect a Commissioner who would supervise the elections and who would
be assisted by observers and staff to be appointed by the
Secretary-Generai, in consultation with the Commissioner; requested
the Administeriny Authority and the Government of Togoland to make,
"in consultation with the United Nations Commissioner, the
arrangements for the organization and conduct of the elections to
the Legislative Assembly", and requested the Commissioner to report
to the Trusteeship Council and to the General Assembly on the
organization, conduct and results of the elections., On
14 December 1957, the Assembly elected Mr. Max porsinville of Haiti
United Nations Commissioner for the elections in the Trust Territory

of Togoland under French administration.
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The legal provisions for the organization and conduct of the
elections were enacted by the Togoland Goverament prior to the
arrival of the United Nations Commissioner and without consultation
with him. The grounds given were the need to proceed with the
elections before the start of the rainy season. The Commissioner
deplored that fact, although expressing understanding for the desire
of the French and Togoland Governments to avoid too long a period of
saxcitement™ in the country if the elections were postponed until
the end of the rainy season.

The Togoland Act. No 58-30 of 20 February 1958, which provided
the main legal basis for the elections, laid down a system of a
uninominal single ballot. This Act also contained provisions
concerning the composition of the Assembly, the eligibility of
candidates, the electoral system and the organization of the
elections (declaration of candidature, the fixing of the date of the
elections and the procedure for counting ballots and compiling
returns) . The elections were held under universal direct suffrage
which had been introduced in the Territory in 1956.

4. Organization and conduct of the elections

The Tercritory was largely self—governing on all matters, except
for external affairs, currency, foreign exchange and defence. The
organization of the elections was thus in the hands of the
Territorial Government and it was with it rather than with the
French authorities that the United Nations Commissioner had to
consult.

Responsibility for the actual organization of the elections was
entrusted to a senior officer of the Togoland Government, who was
assisted in each administrative district by an officer of the French
Qverseas aministration.

The Togoland Government also set up a co-ordination gervice for
1iaison between the various services of the Togoland Government and
the United Nations Mission.

5., Registration

The system in force in Togoland was based on a series of Prench
Bcts and decrees originally intended for metropolitan France, and
later extended with minor alterations to the overseas Territories.
It provided for permanent electoral lists subject to annual revision
every December. As a result, the registration of voters had been
completed by the time of the arrival of the United Nations team.
Since the system was based on the premise of a well-organized
registration of births and deaths, non-existent in many parts of the

-
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Territory, the electoral lists left much to be desired. Two
additional requirements for registration were Togoland "nationality®
and actual residence in an administrative "circonscription”
(subdivision) of not less than six months,

These deficiencies in the registration system led to a deluge of
applications in the two months prior to the vote. There were over
80,000 requests for registration, representing some 20 per cent of
the electorate already registered. Of the total, over 46,000 were
ordered to be registered by the magistrates who were responsible for
exanining the claims. Various procedures were utilized to establish
proof of age, residence and nationality, such as baptismal
certificates, tax receipts, police certificates and oral testimony

by witnesses.

The requirements of proof of residence and nationality were due
to fears of large-scale infiltration from neighbouring countries,
the Government fearing infiltration from Ghana, and the opposition
being concerned about an influx of people from Dahomey .

In order to prevent infiltration, the French authorities and the
Togolese Government closed the frontier with Ghana several days
before polling day. Despite a request by the United Nations
Commissioner that the same measures be applied to the border with
Dahomey, no such measure was adopted on the grounds that Dahomey,
like Togoland, was a French Territory.

The United Nations Commissioner, though stating that there might
have been some organized attempts at infiltration from Dahomey,
reported that fears of large-scale infiltration from neighbouring

territories had proved exaggerated.

6. Maintenance of law and order

The Plebiscite Commissioner reported that, because of the
difficulties which arose in connection with emergency registration
procedure and the distribution of voters’ cards, tensions gradually
increased as the polling day approached. The border with Ghana was
closed and this step was not calculated to reduce prevailing
tensions. Moreover, there was the threat of a general strike from
the Togoland Federation of Trade Unions. Due in part to the
intervention of the United Nations Commissioner, the strike did not
take place on 23 April 1958 as forecast.

The Comité de l'unité togolaise (CUT) and the Mouvement de la
jeunesse togolaise (Juvento) also complained, on the eve of the
elecvion, to the Commissioner about the manner in which it was being
held. According to the Commissioner, those complaints also added to

the feverishness of the day.
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In its desire to maintain public order, the Government of
Togoland took various steps which to some extent restricted freedom
of assembly. Moreover, some authorities, particularly some of the
traditional chiefs, did not fully accept the principle of freedom of
assembly as applied to the opposition parties, and this gave rise to
incidents.

In his conclusions, the commissioner noted that, despite these
and other difficulties which arose, it might be said that the
election campaign had taken place in an atmosphere free enough to
enable the candidates and political parties to put their case before
the electorate.

7. Political education programme and the
political campaign ’

The laws and regulations concerning the elections were published
in the Journal Officiel of the Republic of Togoland, normally igsued
twice monthly. 1In case of need, special issues were published at 24
hours' notice. There were five special numbers during the
campaign. Announcements and notices were circulated in the Bulletin
quotidien d‘'information and in Le Togo Républicain, a bi-weekly
publication. There were also radio broadcasts in French and in the
principal local languages by Radio-Lomé, which reached an estimated
50,000 listeners, mainly in the capital. In order to ensure wider
publicity, requlations directly affecting voters were posted on
official notice-boards in various administrative circonscriptions
and in the villages, at schools, customary courts ot indigenous
council houses. The village chiefs made arrangements to have the
regulations proclaimed by the crier in the traditional manner.

Chefs de circonscription were instructed to tour the villages in
their districts to explain the various procedures and the purpose of
the elections to the people. However, despite these measures, the
Commissioner found that many voters, although knowing that elections
would take place on 27 April, were completely unaware of the
principle of the secrecy of the ballot.

8. Electoral disqualifications

Electoral disqualifications were applied to candidates on
grounds of conviction for any crime, undischarged bankruptcy and
insanity. This question seemed to the Commissioner to be both
Jifficult and unfortunate and he sought to find 2 solution to the
matter since it had rendered the candidature of some of the
undisputed leaders of the opposition impossible. His efforts were
in vain, as the Togoland Government considered that nothing could be
done before the elections. He felt that an amnesty, rehabilitation
or amendment of the legislation might nave contributed greatly
towards a relaxation of the political atmosphere in Togoland.
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9. Voting and declaration of results

The vote took place on Sunday, 27 April 1958, There were about
30 United Nations observers to cover some 544 polling stations, some
of which were scattered in not easily accessible spots.
Difficulties and incidents reported to the Commissioner related to
delays in the opening of polling stations; delays in voting
procedure; difficulties arising from defects in the arrangements for
issuing voting cards and for last-minute registration orders; voting
after the time fixed for the closing of the polls; intimidation with
a view to preventing certain voters from casting their ballots; and

fraudulent and multiple voting.

It was provided that counting should take place at each polling
place immediately after the closing of the polls. The counting was
carried out without disputes. In one case only, it was reported
that, because of a threatening crowd, the chairman of the polling
committee had the ballot box, as well as the committee members and
candidates' agents, removed under police escort to another place,
where the counting then proceeded without incident.

Once the counting operations were completed, the results were
announced and clearly displayed in the voting rocoms. The la
provided that the general tabulation of the returns be carried out
publicly in the Palace of Justice at Lomé, by a board headed by a
judge. A representative of each candidate was present at the
candidate's electoral circonscription while the Election Returns
Board was engaged in this operation. The Board's decisions were
taken by majority vote. The results had to be announced within 10
days by the Chajirman of the Board. Upon completing its work, the
Election Returns Board announced the election results,

The elections resulted in a victory for the main opposition
party, which won 29 seats in the Legislative Assembly as against 13
for the two governing parties. 1In the view of the United Nations
Commissioner, the outcome of the elections faithfully reflected the
wishes of the people of Togoland.

10. Investigation of complaints

Provision was made for appeals to be filed with the Territory's
administrative tribunal within three working days following the
official announcement of the results of the elections. 1In six
cases, the results were contested. In all of them, the appeals were

rejected,
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III. EXAMPLES OF OBSERVATION

A. Referendum in the Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands (1978)

1. Background

Land area: The three archipelagos which comprise the Trust
Tercitory of the Pacific Islands, the Marshalls, the Carolines and
the Marianas {excluding Guam) include more than 2,100 ijslands and
atolls scattered over an area of some 7.8 million sguare kilometres
of the western pacific, north of the Equator. The ijslands and
atolls have a combined land area of approximately 1,654 square
kilometres. Y

Pogulation: 132,929 (1980) distributed as follows: Truk,
37,4883 Marshall Islands, 30,873; Ponape, 22,081 Nor thern Mariana
1slands, 16,780; Palau, 12,1163 Yap, 8,100; and Kosrae, 5,491.

In 1920, the League of Nations placed the three archipelagos
unde Japanese mandate. Japan remained in possession until 1944,
when the United States armed forces occupied the Territory.

In 1946, the United States agreed to place the Territory under
the International Trusteeship System as the only strategic Trust
Territory under article 82 of the Charter of the United Nations.,
The Territory, alsc known as Micronesia, is the only remaining
perritory under trusteeship.

2. Determination of time and circumstances

The need for a constitution suitable to the particular
requirements of Micronesia was the subject of much discussion and
numerous recommendations over many years by the Trusteeship Council
and United Nations visiting missions. The 1967 Visiting Mission,15/
referring to the future pattern of constitutional development in
Micronesia, pointed out that it was a matter to which the Congress
of Micronesia should give close study and it suggested that the
Congress give to one of its standing committees the duty of keeping
the constitution under review and making any suggestions it deemed
necessary.

Beginning .in the early 1970s, the demand for a constitutional
conference to prepare a constitution and propose the nature and form
of a Micronesian Government gained momentum. At the special seasion
of the Congress of Micronesia, held on Ponape in late 1972, a
proposal was gubmitted for the holding of such a conference. The
Congress was not able, however, toO take a decision on the matter.
Barly in 1973, a further effort was made in this regard, but without
success.
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The 1973 United Nations Visiting Mission, 16/ noting that the
formulation and adoption of a constitution drawn up by the
Micronesians themselves would play an jmportant part in Micronesia's
advancement towards gself-determination and independence, regretted
the fact that work on such a constitution had not yet been started.

At its second regular session, in March 1974, the Fifth Comgress
of Micronesia passed an act (Senate pill No. 38) calling for a
constitutional convention for Micronesia and prescribing its powers,
duties and functions. On 29 March 1974, that act was gigned into
law (Public Law 5-60) by the High Commissioner of the Trust
Territory.

The convention was charged with the duty of drafting a
constitution which would provide the legal framework of internal
government for Micronesia following termination of the Trusteeship
Agreement. It began its work on 12 July 1975, the tenth anniversary
of the Congress of Micronesia, and concluded its task on 8 November
1975 with the signing of a draft constitution for a proposed
FPederated States of Micronesia.

In 1977, the Congress of Micronesia adopted an act, by which it
directed the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory to set the
date for a constitutional referendum on the proposed constitution of
the Federated States of Micronesia. On 1 april 1977, the act was
signed into law by the High Commissioner and it was decided that the
referendum would be held on 12 July 1978.

Subsequently, at the forty-fifth session of the Trusteeship
Council, the United States of America, as the Administering
Authority concerned, invited the Council to dispatch a visiting
mission to observe the referendum on the draft constitution. 17/
During the same session, the Council decided in principle to send
such a mission. 18/

3. Lega;;ﬁggyewo:k

At its forty-sixth session, the Council adopted resolution 2165
(XLV) of 13 May 1978 by which it decided to send a visiting mission
to observe the referendum, to begin on 13 June 1978 and to end as
soon as practicable after the declaration of results, and directing
the mission to observe the referendum, including the campaign and
polling arrangements, the counting of ballots and the declaration of
results., Mr. Robin A.C. Byatt of the United Kingdom was appointed
Chairman of the Mission.

puring its second regular session in 1978, the Congress of
Micronesia passed an act which provided, inter alia, for the conduct
of the referendum and established a Constitutional Referendum Board.
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4. Organization and conduct of referendum

The Constitutional Referendum Board was made respnsible for the
over-all supervision and administration of the referendum, including
the registration of voters.

In April 1978, the Board adopted regulations for the conduct of
the referendum, including deadlines for certain procedures leading
to the referendum and the subsequent counting of votes thereafter.

5. Franchise and reqistration of voters

A citizen of the Trust Territory was qualified to vote in the
referendum if 1B years of age or older on the date of the
referendum; fulfilled the residence requirements for registration
under the requlations for the conduct of the referendum; was not
under a judgement of mental incompetency or insanity; was not
currently under parole, probation or sentence for any felony for
which he had been convicted by any court of the Trust Territory or
any court within the jurisdiction of the United States; and had
registered to vote or was otherwise qualified to vote under the
regqulations. 13/

Each district referendum register was maintained by the district
referendum commissioner concerned. It was open to public record or
inspection for at least 60 days prior to the referendum.

6. Political education progqramme

The importance of developing a comprehensive programme of
political education in Micronesia to engender amongst the people a
sense of political consciousness and awareness of the various
options and opportunities open to them in the process of
self-determination was discussed in many reports of the Trusteeship
Council and its various missions.

In the early 1960s and in subsequent years, United Nations
visiting missions that toured the Trust Territory saw an urgent need
for the institution of an energetic political education programme
designed to provide the people of Micronesia with explanatory
information concerning their future political status. The 1964
Visiting Mission, 20/ Eor example, stated that only Micronesians
c~uld choose their future political status and that they should be
aple to choose it based on real alternatives and thorough
self-knowledge.

In August 1972, the Congress of Micronesia adopted legislation
providing for the establishment of a joint Political Education
Comnission. Irs taxsc was to prepar=s the people of Micronesia for

-
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the exercise of their right to self-determination, by means of a
plebiscite to determine the future political status of the
Territory, and for self-government or independence.

In 1974, the Administering Authority reported that officials of
the Congress of Micronesia and the Administration had agreed that an
accelerated programme of education for self-government should be
undertaken in the Trust Territory and that responsibility for such a
programme should be assumed by the executive branch of the
Government. Subsequently, the High Commissioner of the Trust
Territory arranged for the formation of a Task Force on Education
for Self-Government (ESG), and the programme was officilally launched
in January 1974. District task forces were organized to carry out
functions of education for self-government at ‘the local level. The
Congress of the United States included $US 100,000 for that purpose
in its supplementary budget for 1974.

Pollowing the preparation of the draft constitution in 1975,
steps were taken to develop an impartial and objective political
education programme to explain to all Micronesians the relevant
facts about the constitution. 21/

The Congress of Micronesia made funds available for the
translation, printing and distribution of the constitution in 12
languages and dialects., Curriculum materials were prepared and
distributed in a teaching package entitled "Introduction to the
Constitution®. Education for Self-Government Notes, a regular
bi-weekly publication covered events and developments concerning the
constitution, Fortnightly workshops were held for teachers of
social sciences and basic adult education. The workshops were
primarily concerned with the preparation of a school curriculum
about the constitution, the future political status of the Trust
Territory, the law of the sea and the Micronesian democratic process.

Throughout the Territory, local personnel carried out village
education programmes, arranged radio broadcasts and translated and
produced documentation. In many cases, local leaders, members of
the Congress of Micronesia and others took part in village meetings
where issues were explained and debated. 1In line with the policy of
impartiality adopted by the Government, personnel were instructed to
explain the provisions of the constitution without taking sides.

7. Ballot

The wording of the ballot, as established by the Congress of
Micronesia, was as follows:
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*Do you approve of the Constitution?
Yes

rb L]

The ballot was written in English and in the local languages
spoken in the district concerned.

8. Votiné and declaration of results

The vote took place on 12 July 1978. Six members of the United
Nations Visiting Mission covered the voting proceas in polling
stations in the various municipalities.

Although some questions were raised regarding the election
results in Palau District, where the separatists won by a margin of
619 votes, the Visiting Mission noted in its report that it was
satisfied that all who wished to do so had had the opportunity to
present evidence or information to investigators. The members of
the mission who were present in Palau District at the appropriate
time observed that the voting on election day and the counting of
the votes had been conducted carefully and correctly.

According to the declared results, 26,817 votes were cast in
favour of the constitution and 16,705 were cast against. A majority
voted in favour of the constitution in all the districts except in
Palau where the constitution was defeated.

9, Appeals and review

FPollowing the referendum, certain Palauan citizens sent a
petition directly to the Congress of Micronesia, followed by a
declaration which accused the separatists of various malpractices,
both during the election campaign and in the voting process.

On 4 September 1978, the Congress of Micronesia established a
Special Joint Committee on Referendum Review, to review the results
of the referendum in any districts where a meritorious challenge to
the results had been presented. The investigations of the Committee
were confined to Palau District.

An invitation was extended to the United Nations Mission to
observe the proceedings of the Special Joint Committee in Palau, as
the Congress stressed that the observation of the referendum would
not be complete without first-hand cobservation by the United Nations
of that last but vital step in the referendum process.
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The Mission accepted the invitation and a member of the Mission,
accompanied by the Principal Secretary, visited Palau to observe the
investigations from 2 October to 9 October 1978.

The Congress of Micronesia retained the services of a lawyer
from Washington, D.C., to lead the investigation in order to assure
all parties that the investigation would be carried ouc with
complete impartiality. The lawyer and his staff interviewed those
who had submitted complaints, as well as officials and third parties
in a position to contribute information relevant to the inquiry.

The United Nations Mission sat in on virtuoally all the
interviews; the Chairman of the Special Joint Committee was also
present, :

The conclusions of the Mission, which were subsequently
incorporated in the report of the initial Mission,20/ were that the
investigation had been carried out with commendable thoroughness and
impartiality. The Mission observed that, although the
responsibility for deciding whether allegations of misconduct were
well-founded rested with the Special Joint Committee and the
Congress of Micronesia rather than with the Mission, having observed
the investigations in detail, it could record that it was aware of
no reason to question the finding of the Special Joint Committee
that the validity of the referendum in Palau was not materially
affected by any election irregularities or campaign abuses,

10. United Nations observations

In its report to the Trusteeship Council, the Visiting Mission
noted that the referendum had been well organized by the Trust
Territory Constitutional Referendum Board and by the special
district referendum commissioners and boards. 22/

B. Referendum in Niue (1974)

1. Background

Land area: The island of Niue has an area of just over 260
square kilometres, and is approximately 20 kilometres long, measured
from north to south, and 18 kilometres wide. 1Its circumference by
road is 65 kilometres.

Population: 4,990 inhabitants (1971).

Following a brief period during which it was a British
protectorate, Niue was brought under British sovereignty in
October 1900, and in June 1901 was annexed by proclamation to New

Zealand.
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In 1946, New Zealand began to transmit information on the
Territory in accordance with Chapter XI, Article 73 e of the
Charter. New Zealand administered the island until 1974, when the
people of Niue voted for self-government in free association with
New Zealand.

2. Determination of time and circumstances

In 1972, the United Nations Visiting Mission to Niue concluded
that a substantial majority of the peorle living in Niue was in
favour of self-determination. 23/ The Mission found among the
population a wideapread desire to retain the identity of Niue as a
political entity, coupled with a general consenhsus on the need to
continue the existing close relationship with New Zealand in
whatever form of self-government the Territory might attain.

On 16 July 1974, the Niue Island Assembly decided that a
referendum should take place in Niue on 3 September 1974, at which
time the people would decide whether or not to accept a new
constitution, and, to that end, it passed Referendum Ordinance No. 85
of 1974, which received the assent of the Resident Commissioner two
days later.

Subsequently, in a letter dated 26 September 1974,24/ the Prime
Minister of New Zealand informed the Secretary-General of the
decision of the Niuwe Island Assembly to hold the referendum. The
Prime Minister further stated that his Government recognized the
valuable role of the United Nations in verifying acts of
self-determination on behalf of the international community and
accordingly invited the United Nations to observe the referendum.

3. Legal Framework

In a resolution adopted at its twenty-eighth session, 25/ the
General Assembly stated that it welcomed the invitation extended by
New Zealand to the Secretary-General to cbserve the act of
self-determination in Niue in 1974, and requested the Special
Committee on Decolonization, in consultation with the administering
Power and the Government of Niue, to appoint a special mission to
Niue to observe the proceedings relating to the act and to report on
the question to the Assembly at its twenty-ninth session. Mr. Yilma
Tadesse of Ethiopia was appointed Chairman of the Mission,

The Referendum Ordinance, together with the Assembly
(Referendum) Regulations, 1974, issued on 19 July by the Resident
Commissioner, acting with the concurrence of the Niue Executive
Committee, set out the provisions and procedutres for the conduct of
the referendum,
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4. Organization and conduct of the referendum

Re ferendum Ordinance No, 85 of 1974 provided that those entitled
to vote in the referendum should, subject to exception, include all
those eligible to vote in a general election in Niue and duly
qualified and registered as electors. In determining eligibility,
the Ordinance specified that the conditions should be the same as
those set out in the Assembly Ordinance No. 33 of 1966, by which one
was deemed qualified if a British subject; over 18 years of agej; had
been ordinarily a resident of Niue for three months immediately
prior to his or her enrolment; had at some period resided
continuously in the Territory for 12 months; had not been convicted
in Niue or any other part of the Commonwealth of any offence
punishable by death or by imprisonment for a term of one year or
more, nor convicted in Niue of a corrupt practice, unless in each
case he or she had either received a free pardon or completed
sentence; and was not of unsound mind. The term "ordinarily
resident” included persons temporarily outside the Territory but
whose intention was to return and reside therein indefinitely. The
exception mentioned above excluded all persons who were qualified to
be registered on an electoral roll, or eligible to vote in a general
election, outside Niue. Excluded under this exception were
expatriate members of the public service of New Zealand seconded to
Nive, who retained their eligibility to vote at home and also a
comparatively small number of Niueans living in New Zealand who
might otherwise have qualified on the grounds that their absence
from Niue was temporary.

5. Ballot

The form of the ballot paper used in the referendum was approved
by the Island Assembly, which decided that each ballot paper should
be printed in both English and Niuean. The ballot contained a
single question, "Do you vote for self-government for Niue, in
association with New Zealand, on the basis of the Constitution and
the Niue Consitution Act, 1974?", together with two boxes, one
containing the words "I vote Yes"™, and the other, the words "I vote
No". The voter was reqguired to indicate his preference by striking
out the answer with which he did not agree. The ballot paper also
contained instructions in both, English and Niuean.

6. Political education programme

One of the Mission's principal concerns upon arriving in Niue
was to ascertain not only that the people of Niue as a whole
understood the procedures to be followed in the referendum, but also
that they had been adequately informed concerning the meaning and
significance of the changes proposed by the Government of Niue and
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embodied in the new constitution. The Mission gained the impression
that everything possible had been done to associate the people with
the issues involved and with the provision of the draft
constitution, All the discussions on the subject, which took place
in the Assembly, were broadcast. All members of the Assemby held
regular meetings in their constituencies at which questions might be
asked of them,

The administering Power and the Niue Government made particular
effort to ensure the widest possible consultation and discussion at
each successive stage. The Mission was informed that, since
March 1974, there had been a particular intensive programme of
political education. During July 1974, the members of the BExecutive
Committee had held a series of meetings in the villages at which
they had explained the meaning of self—government and had answered
questions.

7. Voting and declaration of results

The vote took place on 2 September 1974, Three members of the
Mission covered the voting process in 14 polling stations.

The results of the voting, in which 97 per cent of the
registered voters participated, showed that out of a total of 1,384
votes cast, B87 (63.9 per cent) were cast in favour of the
proposition and 469 ({33.8 per cent) were cast against,

No complaints or objections were reported either on the conduct
of the referendum or on the outcome of the voting,

8. United Nations observations

The Mission placed on record that the administrative and other
arrangements for the conduct of the referendum were such as to
ensure that the people of Niue had exercised their right to
self—determination freely and under circumstances which guaranteed
the secrecy of the ballot.

The Mission further reported that, as a result of its activity
in all the polling booths, it was satisfied that voting throughout
the island had proceeded in an atmosphere of complete calm and
without any incident or hitch. Credit was given to the voters of
Niue as well as to the electoral staff.

The Mission concluded that the fact that a substantial majority
of the votes cast favoured self-government in free association with
New Zealand lead to the conclusion that the people of Niue had
exercised their right to self-determination in accordance with the
principles of the Charter of the United Nations.
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1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Ninth Session,
Annexes, agenda items 35 and 52, document A/2660,
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Annex

FLEBISCITES, REFERENDUMS AND ELECTIONS
HELD UNDER THE SUPERVISION OR OBSERVATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Territory

Togoland unificatior and future

of Togoland under British
administration: plebiscite
supervision

Togoland under French
adrpinistration: elections
supervision

British Cameroons (northern
part): plebiscite supervision

British Camercons (southern
and northern parts):
plebiscite supervision

Western Samoa: plebiscite
supervision
Ruanda-Urundi: elections

supervision (including
referendum on the Mwami)

Malaysia: inquiry on
future of Sabah and Sarawak
prior to establishment of
Federation of Malaysia

Cook Islands: elections
supervision
AMen: electlons supervislon

{(Mission was not permitted to
achieve fulfilment of its
mandate)

Documentary references

Official Records of the General
Assembly, Eleventh Session,
Annexes, addendum to agenda
item 39, document A/3173

Ibid., Thirteenth Session, Annexes,
addendum to agenda item 40,
document A/3957

Ibid., Fourteenth Session, Annexes,
addendum to agenda item 41,
document A/4314

Ibid., Pifteenth Session, Annexes,
addendum to agenda item 13,
document A/4727

Ibid., Sixteenth Session, Annexes,
agenda item 48, document A/4840

Ibid., addendum to agenda item 49,
document A/4994 and corrigendum;
ibid., second addendum to agenda
item 49, document A/5126 and Add.l

Not published as an official United
Nations document

Official Records of the General
Assembly, Twentieth Session,
Annexes, agenda items 23 and 24,
document A/5962

Ibid., Twenty-second Session,
Annexes, addendum to agenda item 23
(Part II), document A/6700/Rev.l,
chap., VI
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1968

1969

1970

1972

1974

1974

1975

1977

1977

1978

1979

1879
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Territory

Equatorial Guinea: referendum/
elections supervision

West Irian:; act of self-

determination

Bahrain: ascertain wishes
of people of Bahrain

Papua New Guinea: elections
observation
Niue: referendum observation

Gilbert and Ellice Islands:
referendum observation

Mariana Islands, Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands:
plebiscite observation

French Somaliland: referendum/
elections observation

Panama Canal treaties: witness

plebiscite

Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands; referendum

Marshall Islands, Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands:
referendum

Palau, Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands: referendum

pocumentary teferences

Ibid., Twenty-third Session,
Annexes, addendum to agenda
item 23, document A/7200/Rev.l,
chap. IX

Ibid., Twenty=-fourth Session,
Annexes, agenda item 98,
document A/7723

official Records of the Security
Council, Twenty-fifth Year,
Supplement for April-June 1970,
document S5/9772

Official Records of the Trusteeship
Council, Thirty-ninth Session,
Supplement No. 2 (T/1739})

Official Records of the General
Assembly, Twenty-ninth Session,
Supplement No. 23 {A/9623/Rev.l),
vol. V, chap. XXII, annex I

ibid., Twenty-ninth Session,

Supplement No. 23 {A/9623/Rev.l),
vol. V, chap. XXI, annex I

Official Records of the Trusteeship
Council, Forty-third Session,
Supplement No. 2 (T/1771)

A/32/107 and Corr.l and Add.l

A/32/424

Official Records of the Trusteeship
Council, Forty-sixth Session,
Supplement No. 2 (T/1795)

Ibid., Supplement No. 3 {T/1805)

ibid., Forty-seventh Session,
Supplement No. 1 (T/1813)
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1979

1980

1980

1983

1983

1983
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Territory

New Hebrides: elections
observation

Turks and Caicos Islands:
elections observations

turks and Caicos Islands:
elections observation

Palau, Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands: plebiscite
observation

Federated States of Micronesia,
Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands: plebiscite observation

Marshall Islands, Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands:
plebiscite observation

Docamerntaty references

I L

A/AC.109/636 and Corr.l,
Add.1l, Add.2, Add.2/Corr.l and
Add.3

A/2C,109/664 and Add.l

Official Records of the Trusteeship
Council, Piftieth Session,

Supplement No. 3 (T/1851)

{to be issued)

(to be issued)



