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(CNRND) and was the loreign
munister in the short-hived
Democrance Repubhic ol East

Francis Scersted told reporters i
Qslo. 5
“This 18 a recognition, not

ston, while also SCIVING as i
powcrlul mdictment of the silence
-even outnght complicity - of the

Happy 1997 from ETAN

ol the East Timor issuc. bringing
peace, Ireedom and justice 1o our

1907 marks £ AN s wenth

people...I call on you (o enter with

ANNIVErsary.

The network has grown
mmensely in this ume and has
uccceded in several of i inttal
oals, especially in informing
“anadians about the tragedy of
‘ast Timor and our government's
ole, and in getung the story (nto
W NCWSPAPCTS.

We've also been able
wve Canadian policy tn some
renas. The challenge lor the
ctwork now, in a year that the
rime Minister has declared
anada’s Ycar of the Asu
acilic, 18 o ensure that human
ghts and the nghts of small
coples hike the Timorese are not
st 1n the rush for increased
olils.

Al the natonal ollce in
pronto, Li-Lien Mara Gibbons
1S been hred as navonal office
xadinator, and 1s m the office on
ednesdays and Saturdays.

We owe thanks (o Joao
ntos Rolo for holding down our
[ice all summer in very difTicult
cumsiances,

Nobel Tor East Timor

East Timor won a huge

‘tory when the Nobel Peace
1ze was awarded 10 two men
N0, each in their own way, have
nbodied more than 20 years of
morese resistance in the face of
genocide that has now gone on
T more than 21 years, Bishop
arlos Ximenes Belo and
IMOrese resistance spokesperson
s¢ Ramos Horta won the
orld’s main awand for their
rsistent refusal 1o surrender
oth are shining examples of
sistance leader Xanana
usmao's famous maxim “To
CSISLAS 0 Win”

“This was about 1o become
torgotten conflict, and we
anted  contnbute 10 maintain-
& momentum.. By awarding this
120, we hope o contribute 1o o

ol me, but of all the people of
Timor, for the Catholic Church
which works in Timor, and for all
those who work for peace and
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reconcihauon between

people, “said Belo, 48, the first
Catholic bishop ever 10 win the
award, in a statement issucd Qct.
Il in Rome by his order, the
Salesians. “This prize is dedicated
lor democrucy, openness and
peace in East Timor, and in
Indonesia and all around the
world,"he added.

Belo “has been the [oremost
representauve of the people of
East Tumor. At the nisk of his own
life, he has tried © protect his
people from infringements by
those in power,” according (o the
Nobel Committee. The Vatican
welcomed the award with deepesi
sauslaction. '

Belo's story is all the more
impressive when it is considered
that he 1s no fiery liberation
theologian, but a conservative
man who was appointed after the
Vaucan removed his outspoken
prodecessor in 1983, believing
Belo would be more sympathetic
o Indonesian rule. That proved u
tuule hope. In 1989, Belo wrote
10 the United Nations (which docs
NOL recognize
Indonesia’s
occupaton of
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Timoran 1975, He has champi-
oned an mnovative peace plan
that envisions three phases of
staged withdrawal ol the thou-
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sands of Indonesian treops in the
erritory, with United Natons
supervision, culminating in
relerendum.

Ramos Horta hopes the
Nobel Prize will give the peace
plan momentum in capitals like
Ouawa. *'1 was very pleased 1o
receive congratulations from the
Canadian government but I hope
that the Nobel Peace Prize award
will encourage Canada 10 actively
suppont the CNRM Peace Plan.
and freeze any prospective
Canadian arms deals with
Indonesia. More intense efforts of
support for a solution of the East
Timor problem arc needed.
Hopefully Canada will be
prepared to make this increased
commitment.”

New video exposes
Corporate complicity

The invasion of East Timor
tin 1975 marks one of the most
tragic chapiers of recent history.
Human nighis Lroups estimate that
at least one third of the Timorese
Population has been killed sinee
then,

hundreds of Canadian COrpora
nons mvolved m the Indonesian
“investor's paradise.”

Bricre, a Vancouver photo

Eaniare - .

Journahst and co-tounder of
ETAN m 1987, was visiting East
Timor shortly before it was
invaded. The photos she took at
Lthat ume arc the last record of
peacelul country and its people.

Noted foreign policy cnitic
Noam Chomsky is (catured in
Butter Paradise. He quotes a
Canadian diplomat who once
described “The Canadian idea.”
“T'he Canadian idea,” he says, “is
L0 stand up for your ideals and
[ind a way around them.”

Bitter Paradise can be
ordered from Elaine Bricere at
Snapshot Productions, 1657 East
dth Ave., Vancouver BC. V5P
124, Costis S32, including GST
and postage.

And remember - many of
the same themies are covered in
more depth in Sharon Scharle's
beok Complicity: East Timeor and
Canadian Foreign Policy (Black
Rosc Books, 1996). 1t is available
in bookstares or from £7AN.

Excerpts of a message
from Jose Ramos Horta

Dear friends.. . The major

renewed vigour into the new
phase of our campaien for

frecdom . apgaims oppression. and

tor the right of sell-determination

and independence for the people

of East Timor which has jLst
begun. | call upon JOVEIMmaents

lake note and <inr decIsive ac L
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OnN the stuanon lacinge o neonl:

and our hrothers and sisters in
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LIIC eve Of th LN & L Cal
J«1_’Hh!_r‘}._ll Lrade mission O vl
SEL and have now iripted since
Chretien’s U-turn on human
nghts once he gained power

Vcanwhile. the new
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Canadian ambassador in Jakara

has thrown down the gauntletl o

human rights advocaics, say INg
that human rights should not be
allowed 1o “dominate” the
Canada-Indonesia relationship.

ETAN in Action

-

ETAN has been incredibly

busy, but here are some highlights

from recent months:

One thousand people took
part in the first-ever East Timor
Awareness Week in Vancouver.
including 250 who marched on
the Indonesian Consulate 1o lay
273 while camations in memory
of the 273 vicums of the Santa
Cruz massacre on November 12,
1991. The week also included a
[ilm nighi. benelit concert, talks

by Bella Gathos, and much more.
On Dec. 10 (Human Rights Day).
a large group of students at
Bumaby Central High School
walked out of class o protest
Canada’s role in the East Timor
genocide.

g The Canadian Loverniment turning point for the East Timor November 12 also saw g
EastTimond o anda number of prominent

: struggle came recently with the very successiul lunch-hour rally
asl} lor Canadian corporations are award ot the Nobel Peace Prizc o of 200 people at the Indonesian
relerendum on implicated in the horror of East our people through Bishop Belo Embassy in Quawa, plus rullics
SFH" -delermina-  Timor, Our foreign policy and myself, marking the begin- and eveats in Toronto and
“0,“' “Weare aclively encourages business and ning of a new phase in our clsewhere across Canack
dying as o culwral ues with Indonesia. This struggle. This presugious disting- ETAN members met with
I"‘?'??:D]t’»‘ andasa  policy, in effect, endorses the LION 1S Meant as an expression of Lloyd Axworthy 's policy advisor
hatron,™ he genocide of more than 200000 recogmuon of the legiimacy of on Asia, but we are sull waiting
wrote. It ook People at Indonesia’s hands. the our cause, and a reminder w the (or a reply 10 owr Fobruary 1996
the UN five colonization of Timorese land. intemational community tha request 1o meet with A xworthy
YEArs 1o cven and the ransacking of this tny steps need o be urgently wken o himself.
acknowledge island’s rich resources. resolve the East Timor problem.
the lewer, Elaine Bricre's new Qur present chatlenge is 10

Ramaos

documentary Biter Paradise: T he
Sell-out of East Timor wells the
story of the indigenouy poople ol
East Timor and their disposses-

make the best use ol this high
mark ol rocogmiton o fullitl the
hopes of the Nobel commuitiee that
the prize will assist the resolution

Horw, 51, is the
Overseas representative for the
Timorese resislance movement




