


“We Must Keep Telling so
People Know the Truth”

The Testimony of Fatima Gusmao,
A Woman of Fast Timor,
as told to Michele Turner

“These things | saw with my own eyes”

Helfore in my hife | never ran Clotng to sohool, | prefersed
to go late Pefore the war T was very lazy  Preople woubd sot want
to talk to me becanse | gave to any question the shortest answer
FPhey thought 1 was boring. had no comversation Pat after ous
country was invaded | needed otk o explais tes help our people

e Javanese that came on 7 Decomber 1975 came Trom the
sky Fromen the sea 1o tanks, i planes  So many and every way Why
did they comw, so many against pust o few of un if the intentinn was
ot o Rkl we w17 1 ot was not war they should sot have done that
they should have come and Walked  The sky was Back like a bag
wmbrella from the parschutes. we conldn | see anything elw mwe
and more. thowsands and thousands of green parschutes Oy
Pabintl fighters ahoudt them and soume are demd of wounded whon
they bt the grosmd  Some drop s Tromt of our howse They bk very
strange. thewr hatr all shaved with only o litthe bt left i fromt We
dom t know thewt language but they call out for things, we think
water, foesd  They look very paniched surprised as o they dom
ko they comne 1o make a war  One whoe i ahive calls 1o e
minate, mansie,  Is Tetun this means servant | go taside and
wheapwr b homw that we mast Lie domn and hude becaune | bl ve that
these forvigners will proant theor gune and kil us all

O R Dvcember for s few howrs o gows guiet [ hen we hoar
Fone sheating | thenk sutrwmatn weapems o just cme builet ot
trme  amd wo hear people worramong owt hldeen crying and dogs
arking | sand 4o e We mast run. ot got away from here
Hetwenn [ M and the mommtarne 11y small planes | comnted sleven
of thewe At the fromt and side they have gune and of he hack and
fromn the muddie they drop hvanbe [ hey fie theme guns and Lill any
peopie Aoy vew

Ihere were many of ae ronseng from the sobdiers We
e b amd ran o Rede hehind cme thing snd thes the ae ot homsns
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e | , Pwas D8 yours obd them and ose was sin yoas ol el
wls mlmw” shoet And many e was o beacher ot high sohool and & close friend  He Waght
The lo Were W, conming A1eE s Witk | ,
ote, 504 P o e aatural s iene s alwut plants animals mountaine and ivers, and
il prpie, B e .” , < gmghow ::::::':b::. was & gowsd e her and o very pood person wha
Sometimes we bat i orawl, like o snabe Fhese were & ot of pregnant women we had b onganiss s

"', '_ rmh.?h"‘;:’.:: | of Adlen, soe they were safe and had snough 0 sat  Always e
e pndy “ ‘ lhﬁl“ﬂdw'm.'l silf foaged . et ghinrs dahe ianl b g pregnant Wiuman They say sbie must wal
b thers. | g o ok el Et O By il Hibs this spciad funsl 11 oo are e gnant

Mpeen ' gt fomily huowse. We stayesd thers resting wid yoou acdimire something that & person has, they will mt do i

Laaw Javaies woldions quickly pass on one side, | think
win ol thom 1 tell this b s Plo tabes my arm and says o

pople there, if b fired he would mabs lroubie
we hear gunfive. We all panic We siop

ying 0 g back - if they hear her they can

it iwe relatives, the ol man amd & oy

0 & FIP0 ) G Hlow cun we run without oot ? 1 i 1
WONNE e fen where we wer poang Jowe argued with
W % e What foust and | riskad dying 1o
"y .y W would be Kome combdn @ stop ws oo

e b o

i

stwrned my fond wes gowe. We found the bl
e sy Bl & I gges womad in thee snchlic

b are crwel amd cowme &) Lill ws

"' omen wheo it # e

ity i
sy .
.

Addou wherw the
anted b b owunethoag
" o they were all favanes

stenight away, et ne st lime they comme W0 youl beswine they being that
ihing Just quietly, they say you st by Tor example thew ning.
you sl west W Phey say what you admired s s thing yous
Dby ek Fiven i 1008 & very precious thing, sty the birth you

Beep it penple care ok v v b abwt himgs bt abeit people
that others are happy  This is the traditiomal way

Josse el | ol womme cthers go W tall b prople hetiwe the
Javanese come 1o theu area warn and invite them W come with
wh AL Ut e if we are logethes andd rganized we can help each
chver o b away fromm the foreigners Pout ot on hand 1o enplain that
mnnwmpcmc!--wb.wummhw-whhvomm
what the sldiers do

fn 1976 we went b & small village owtande Ainaro in the
awmtaing we call i o suoo wevally ahwot ton {ammbies logethes We
heard (he Javanese would he coming thromgh there  In one howse
(heve was & progRant woman and sne chaldron_ thee oo Towr and
thorse puople dul st want 0 comme with ws  The man says they have
ao gane. why would the Indomesians harm them A s thei b wne
why would they leave il 10 fua awey how wombd they get (oo
ruaming’ e ways e s rengrmsitde has b ok aftes the woman
w e ikl s e Baeth, this 1s ol 4 e ) ENove We say of comise
i 18 your docrscn. we canad day a8y fmget LryERg b COMVIRE YO8
WaMMMmWMhhmauwﬁ- If o thind
Mﬁuvuumm&-ul.mmmﬂhwn

We g larthes wp fhe mouatin It b b e Ot day B
fae Womnuhub-humulbmn‘hud,
0“:-“»“'&:&0&“&“*“-‘
choas ke & favem ey have phgs e hans, chaldonn phay theve libe
Fowhde §o4
w‘-mamwmmm Ay the
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! ' ing. Weare faraway
[ndonesian soldiers coming
ey ’:e‘:}r :‘()esec them as small figures. We hear screaming.
aouﬂﬁ? the soldxe:s frighten the woman and maybe she 1s having
(-

‘ ds there. Outof

heli-copter goes down and lands th _
he:}: mlﬁ,x like platforms, stretchers, yes. I'he soldiers
:omeyout anzd throw, it looks like material, on those. They getinto
cviem We ke::d w‘a:hing. we don't know if more soldiers are still
it looks like it 1s carrying something. It

comes out, 1 _ |
m :of‘lvg;mm steady, then sits down. We wait but nothing else
happens. It is'aboat an hour since the soldiers go. Some of gotosee

people a we get closer we sce iL1s the pregnant
w outside. S;r: um Slf:t holds herself, all her stomach 1s
cut open, the baby and everything coming out, the blood has stargcd
to dry black. She is just alive and I think she knows us. She tries
to speak but no sound comes out Tears run from her eyes all over
her face We can do nothing for her. We cannot fix a wound hike
that We try to take the baby out but it 1s dead, cut by the knife.
The other people in the house are all dead, cut completely
in pieces by very sharp knives The arms chopped here [shoulder],
here [elbow] and here [wnst], heavy strokes falling on them. The
small children are broken, tom apart by their legs, like you tear
paper. It is so horrible we can hardly believe. Those with us who
had not seen them before understand then that the Indonesians come
Just to kil us all

, These things | saw with my own eyes. They are nota dream
- or what others tell me, and [ can never forget
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regular because of all the disruption, so | doa't remember
st knew | was pregnant. | was lucky at that ime, we had

was [rightened the Indonesians may catch me and cut me also

My aunt Alexandnna was with me, she delivered many
babies, she was very good at this. It was a long birth, a whole day
the labour. The water broke the day before so the birth was dry and
painful. We had no pain-Killers. Jose wasthere. He was crying. He
thought i the baby did not come T would die too. The baby came
feet first. My aunt said if lis arms were down 1t would have been
casier, but his hands were under s chin, so he was stuck by the arms
ten or fifteen minutes, with the cord around his neck. When was
born he went pale and dark, pale and dark. We try to massage, rub
his heart, but he was too long without oxygen | think. We baptized
him Jose. He died after two hours.

When my second baby was born in 1978 we were together
in a secure place. We baptized him a Timorese name, Luang Hale
Luang is Jose's brother’s name and my name in the bush is "B
Hale " In Tetun bi means lady and hale means a special type of big
tree which protects people from the sun  If there 15 a wedding or
christening you must find one of these trees to have it under Also
we squash the root of the hale tree and use the juice for our long hair,
to make 1t very black and grow quickly

Having my aunt and her family with us in the mountains
was good. She was a fine person, very respected as a midwile and
a cook  Her husband Fehisberto was old and sick, Jose used to help
to carry him. There were their own four children and their hittle
foster child Aurea At that time | saved three babies. Three mothers
who had new babies died, the families asked and | said | would feed
those three as well as my own, but that they should feed me So |
fed four babies and not one cries, my milk was good We try so hard
then to keep the children alive | eat and eat  All the ime those
families keep cooking for me. The pot was always full, [ ate a lot!

[ start thinking of it again, when | do this talking to you |
want 10 pass those moments again, even suffer because that was a
part too ['m talking about feelings The feeling between people at
that time was so good The co-operation, to save lives, to defeat the
famine That work, after we were captured by the Indonesians, |
never found anymore  Here outside many Timorese just work for
their own. But there inside | never worked just for my own

If we have only one pawpaw that 1s yellow  ready to eat, and
10 or 20 people, we cut for them all. Even a tiny child there has
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right to get a little prece . no discrimination, no difference. We have
a women's organization and when we go 10 farm 1o work we not
wauﬁummmho&uowﬁgm“mdmc results
of that job divided equally In each group we clect one person in turn
to be responsible. Not contsol us like little children, just organize
that we co-operale. We care so much to save cach other's hfe. This
is not only my feeling, everybody feels the same way. For example,
like me and you, we sit here talking We hear a shot and recognize
it is from the enemy’s gun. 1 say nothing to you, no time 1o speak
Watching each other we decide in that instant the same, 10 run
together We hold hands and run straight away. Itis a very secure
feeling to be with people who feel the same way Others helped me
survive, many like me, who had never lived outside a town, died
quickly. 1 had ever been working on a farm. It1s not like here, with
tractors, sprinklers and machines to help. We had o do everything
with our hands. It is very hard work. We do it all not on flat land
but on mountains. CGrass which grows there can destroy the corn.
We had 10 clear that not just where we plant, but all around there
When it is all clean we have to burn, then make a fence using tree
trunks to protect it from pigs of other animals So much depends on
the weather We have 1o plant at the nght ime or the corn may be
eaten by ants When it 1s npening also monkeys can come and eat
it S0 we make a hittle house there and take turns to watch
Sometimes before it's ready the enemy invade us, but if they don’t
come we stay
If we hear a helicopter we have to hide, nobody moving. 1f
they see one person move they call and other planes with guns and
bombs come. Many, many of our fnends were killed by hombs
When they explode they go in pieces, like metal splinters, and those
Some ordinary people were fighters, we call them arma
branca, belud us but are not Falintil. They use traditional
mhm,bwndm spears, one we call deman, a long
stick with like a knife at the end, used to kill buffalo Women and
men all used those. Old men who could make weapons make as
3 many as they have matenal for, then teach us how 1o use them
* In the bush m when we are eating, singing and
o ,wl"‘mm&ew«mdwmcdad
- person it has found, and we become very sad
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For 5 or 6 months we could stay together and things were
calm and we could make food gardens. Then always in the dry
season the Indonesians start coming again and we must move. I we
can return when the enemy has gone we must be very careful
Anywhere they see we have lived the poison, we think they spray,
the water, the plants. We look to see if there are dead animals 1o
know if that place is poisoned.

We were travelling alone, Jose and 1, carrying our son
Luang Hale, through the Faturliu area. The Indonesians were trying
1o surround us and we couldn 't settle, everyone had to keep moving,
s0 we couldn’t plant and we had no food. We had been three days
without eating. 1tell Jose that if | could dnink cold water ] could keep
going. We find a little stream and go to the end where the water
comes out cold from the ground, there it is very pure. | hold the baby
and hide while Jose goes first, to test if it 1s safe, no enemy 10 catch
us. When Jose returns | am so thirsty, so wanting 1o pul my mouth
in that cold spring, but I bring some to the baby first. Then ! goand
stay drinking until 1 am very full When 1 stand relaxed and look
further | see a foot.

[t is a dead man. Only one foot is out on the land, the body
lies back down in the wates with arms above the head. He s naked,
his body 1s swollen and being caten away It 15 not one of our people
It is a dead enemy soldier. The water was already inside us, we
could change nothing, and I really liked that water, but always since
then | have that picture in my mind, 1n my dreams, of that body in
the water spring.

We keep walking away from the enemy. At the end of the
day, at that time between light and dark, we are at the top of a
mountain were it is flat and there are many bones in the green grass
[ think someone has killed a lot of anmimals and been feasting
Because we were so hungry | was thinking of food  Jose told me not
to say such a thing, to look more closely because these were
people’s bones. The bones were white Jose said he would see if
they were our people’s bones He put a drop of blood on and the
bone drank it like a sponge. Thisisa traditional belief , 1f the blood
had stayed on the outside of the bone it would not belong 1o us

When we look more we see many people died there, over
a hundred people, all sizes, many children too. We think they were
killed all together because of the way they fall. They were not
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disturbed, those bones. They lie where they fall, one person on top
of another, the baby of the mother’s chest or chuld next 10 the mother,
the bair still under the bead, long dark bair of women We kneel
down and pray for those people and ask God that no more of our
people bave 10 die like this, especially the children because chuldren
are innocent We ask to understand why the Javanese come to our

country o kil us.
It was the wet season and raiming, between January and

February 1979. Walking and walking we got to 2 high mountain in
ar the Sotbada area called Terras, 2 good place to hide. There were 2
r»h.dﬁsmunmmcbndam but no food. The only
&mamm Usually we feed it to pigs, who can eat 1t
: i‘a’hﬁbﬂlpmﬂedhvﬁh‘aﬂhgibam'haﬁm,
hsamwﬁcﬁnﬁnﬂehﬂyﬂy,&chgnewcusnp
| ﬂywm&&nuhngnﬂehm There were many
| mmahgshm We hude there trying 1o make no
- mocks We know the Indonesians are around there, some of our
. people had seen some. So we dida’t go far 1o find these roots, we
'jf 1“dyah-lm:ﬁkmmhmmhm:‘hg
: hum&hmﬂemyw&dmhmbns_
| b ‘Wemstk,whbyhdm We bad not eaten
many days. OuL-gPHen-cb-ead.ﬁkeths,puhxs

_ | lulmwotnmdyhgﬂuhld& "t understand.
7 ' 4 - : t
v thnﬂmyﬁddudmbdwp Idid
._hh»u:yumb& =
& VW ‘thﬁ-:.din-lylndemndh' dead
arn ‘ =
: ..hdnili.h-a—any-nt It was bard to separate

grouad, it is gone, you cannot bave that
hu‘hmwlmthu
"i‘_-'uthn-elmumown

for eight months

Many mothers suffer like thes  Sometimes i 15 worse, they
rape the mother then kill mother 20d cluldrea together 1 do not
mund talking (o you of these pamful things becanse we must speak
for our dead. People tell me to forget, but | canmmot forget my
children, my fneads. We must keep tellmg so peopie know the
truth.

We carmied Luang Hale wrapped m cloth. 1o whese others
were. Asthey died we tned to bury people. All the babues there deed,
other people did not want s to bury our cluld there. they sand o was
not right that one of thewr leaders’ sons should be buned ke thes. =
a hole without 2 coffin. 1 sasd 50 them . “Our baby died for the same
reason your babies died, for our coustry’s freedom.  Thew lives
were takea for the same thing we are all lookong for. The babees 2ll
maust bie together ™ For each we made 2 smmall place. close sogether
We join bands and pray, offer the souls of these maocest ones for
our country to be free. People stay aryiag by the gave We counld
mot coasole each other.

“So many died at that time, it is not clear why.”

After three days we think the Indomessams bave gowe back
because they bave not found es. 5o maay of us g0 m the aflernocs
to the river to hathe Jose came with me but be was very sk wah
malania and shivennag [ was weansg my jais 1n the water, we
always wear this 1o bathe  All of us were so weak we bad caten
sothmg Jose said mot 1o be long, but we all were hikung bemg = the
cool water  Oun the other side of the nver [ see bushes shake | look
bard trving to see, [ thunk my eyes are wrong, becawse [ am very sk
from buager [ do ot poust or cry out, [ cover my face, hike thes. ©
the others. They see W00

The Fretilin commander s acar me and [ feed bam start
turn. | catch hus foot 1o stop lum becasse | can see sow masy

soldrers  [f there were caly a few maybe we could get away | ask
9



ke 40 sty with us and if we die, we die together, i we un of fosist
they shoot us all We see thete are many soldiers surrounding us
They have grass and leaves on their uniforms so they can hide, we
can see them only when they move They talk on their radio L say
they captue vs They make us walk single file to the caves
They ask for gold, take any jewelry we have, ear tings,
wedding tings They walk all over ous babies” grave Poople who
had boen in that ares for a loag time from the beginming of the was
had hidden 2 lot of precious plates, blue china with fine designs of
flowess, some big pots and bowls from hefore the Portuguese time.
soume Chisese and Malian ones  They bring these out to give (o the
 soldiers, as 8 gift w save ot lives The soldiers smash them, sinash
 them all 1n preces hroken on ot babies” grave
s The soldiess tell Jose and me that if we want we can come
 with the others, if not we can stay because we Jook so weak and i1}
 they taak we will die on the way apyway The others, the [retilin
 commandant and others they can sex are lighters they are friendly
 wibem and want o see their weapons, talk (o them about lighting
 Wewalk to where the soldiers are camped, on top of 4 moustain, and
L amive about midnight They are Battalion 700 of green beiets
 Their camp s of teats, army green colour, full of war materisls
 They have food and they give some at first
Then they ware kind only (© those they want to keep alive
10 got information from. Others they dida’'t care about they gave
sothing to, as if telling them to die - some who are just humble
people, not tmportant ones This 1s very wiong 1015 as if there are
~ these of us i this room and | have food and give (o you but not 1
 thwother one This 18 st nght
S For & whole week | keop complatning (o them, why they
- dow't pve food equally o all. What they are downg is 10 win over
- some, make them feel more important, like spocial frieads, but it 1s
 Agame I0is like a cat you see you like Y ou give it milk so it will
oo o your house snd after s while you catch and keep it it needs
- yourmilk. Orlike a fish - you throw your line with food sato the sea,
- Bt imside i the hook. 1t is 8ot done with the heart, this giving
M 50 people relax and tell things
A l‘”'b“h““lﬂﬁlﬂhy were the
f.ﬁ”*'-‘“'u“”ﬁ our land, how they are our
u“‘““"‘m Then why do they give food to
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some and not o others? When they found us we wete all togethes
and we shated everything

They ask me who are my lamily bocause | have whiter skun
and | tell thesn my lather 1s Portuguese but | am T imorese, bors hee
and these are my people By then they know from others that we are
important  Jose was the tesponsible delegate for the 700 poople in
our sector He was not Faliatil, 8 Tighter, but organized and relayod
messages from the Freulm leadership to our people, and took o
poople’ s needs and wishes back

Late in the night they take us for the lust mterview  Slowly
those captured with us had been taken in the night and some
disappear We never soe themn again and we know it will be our tuse
and wo expoct todie They ask us who wants to be fust o die | have
thought of this and | say o kill me fist. They ask me why [ tell them
| want Jose 10 see me die  He knows thes that after be i3 deoad they
caniol use me as they prostitute, pass me from haad 1o hand | will
be dead and what they do 1o my body thea | don't care, but Jose,
befote he closes s eyes, | want him (0 soe that | am dead

But they do not harm us then  Jose and | are very lucky
be wgether stll and alive. Always | ry 1o stand besade bim, not let
them separste s In our culture before people marry they have o
take s long time 1o get to know each other They have not just 10 like
vach other, but speak openly if they do not ke something, not store
it up in the heart and hold that against the other - those will not get
on in martage Jose and |, thiee years we know each other as
frnends We know we can be friends and more thas fniends So
much in Australia | see it happen that people do nof take time, they
try one person then another

We are taken 1o Tunscar A Chinese who lives there comes
When my fathes was admimistrator in that area he helped this man
and he wants 1 belp me 1o return  He says | am i danger, the
Indonesians are Ured of me because | complamn He advises us that
il the Indonesians send to get us in the aight, o give some reason and
not go He gives us food, this kind man. He has to seem 1o be helping
all of us 5o that the Indonesians do not potice he comes 1o wars me

In the might a Timorese helping the Indonesians comes and
asks us to see 3 new place we could stay | say | feel very wesk and
tred and my foet are sore and | am so sorry but we cannot come then
He says people can help carry me, that there is dinner ready there



Itis 12 o'clock at night! I tell him we are
tired, tomorrow to come for us about

not hungry now, we are very
midday.
mnﬂiﬁr‘y-cmtrdbdmtheymmwukcmmuvery
high up and covered in cloud in the morning - you cannot sec
 We are staying in the Chinese part of Tunscai, which 1s
lower down. The Chinese man who warned us has a street stall
oubidoudwhnheymuxtdaytoukemhcnmhwmcthn
it i1s safe and we go. Later he brings us food and tells us when we
feel strong to ask to be taken to Dili where Jose has family, as we

will be safer there.
I go to the military commander and ask if there 1s space in

any transports going to Dili because we have famuly there and no
relatives here. He says we can go in a helicopter. [ didn’t want this
because | have heard they drop people from helicopters. [ say that
is 100 much trouble for them, any place in a truck 1s good enough

In Dili, we stay with Jose's family. While we were in the
bush they tortured one brother-in-law He had no nails left on his
feet or hands, they cut pieces off his ears, and his body 1 full of
marks, and because they hit him so much he is deaf in both ears. In
two weeks some Red Berets soldiers come the house 1o get us.
Those ones kill easily, many taken by them disappear, but we were
lucky, we were out to dinner when they came

A Timorese brings me my aunt Alexandrina’s watch  He
knows how [ love her, she cared for me when [ was a child We were
not together in the bush at the end and this man had to work for the
Indonesians and witnessed what happened to my aunt  He told us
that after they were captured, a collaborator invited the whole
family to dinner They were still weak from their time in the bush,
but they cleaned the children up and went They thought as they had
not fought with guns, only helped with medicine in the bush, they
might be offered better conditions. Hut when they got to the place.
they were shown out the back where their graves had already been

dug

Alexandrina asked for her husband to be killed first, 1o save
him from the sight, then the children, and herself last so that she
could be sure the girls were not raped. He said she acted with great
dignity. They were all killed, yes, shot Felisberto, Alexandrina and
all five children, the youngest six years old  People thought they
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died because their eldest daughter married Nic ‘
Rogerio, but so many died a‘lh that t:mc.dﬂ\:;un(’:“c!l::: :,b"h"“"
Alexandnna’s watch was stolen. 1 do not have it now o
Some Indonesians officials

visitus. They are very polite, ask ul:\:hl:?u‘rv::i:dn:l:::?a Clmc .
have good jobs if we like, if we need help just come m'd .i:;:ln
they are ous fnends We are polite, we say thank you ver n;:uc‘h :l
they goaway. Next they send a Timorese to us who anw us | .
before the war. He was at school with me but he was nldcs 'um
know from friends that he collaborates and not to trust him l:c kc
me if | want to join my parents outside, that he can help us c::h!
papers. [ reply that [ am grown up and married now and my lh:shm:l
15 here with me, why would [ want to goto my parents? If [ had said
I wanted 1o leave he would know that | might get outside and lc|ll
what happened in the mountains After two or three months we start
to get better and we think we are safe, they didn 't kill us l!utt they
were still watching us always, they knew we were l'rcﬁhn :

“If that baby was not a Fretilin's he would not die.”

My third baby was born in Dili on 26 May 1980 The baby
when he was born was all right  Jose's family were all so hamﬁ-
having a baby born safe in the hospital The doctor was Indonesian,
a man, there were three Indonesian nurses, women At night only
one was in charge  The doctor said to be safe the haby must stay at
night with the nurses If Fretilin attacked the mothers might run in
confusion, but the baby would be secure

Atnight after [ feed the baby they take it to sleep with them
[ cannot relax Every time | hear a baby cry | think it is mine For
two nights [ do not sleep properly. The third night they give me an
injection 1o make me sleep | feed the baby and the nurse takes him
away. Alter a few minutes | sleep a very deep sleep, | didn't hear
anyone cry

When [ wake it is already 8 o'clock in the morning The
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youmg girl, 2 reladive of Jose, who i there 1o look after me, 15 iling
on the ond of thie bed. Before | went 1o sleep 1 remember sooing hex
Jact aboukt 1o it down there. Now i the mormng she doesa 1 groet
me. doosn T speak. 1 thunk she is upset that 1 look wntidy or durty.
There wasa 't cnough watker there, and ofien wot ROl water, SO i
conldn 1 have a long wash wath kot water after the rth as .w:ﬁ
wsmally do. Queckly 1 drash my haiwr and el her 1o dbrang me coliee
becsuse | am poing 1 see the baby  Whea [ stand @ she stands in
front of me and @vs, “Oh sister, what vou need 1 wsll help, don T gt
" Thenshe Mmm 1 sl her not 1o be silly, to ged mcm‘w
Then a pan comes, 4 friend of the fammly we kaow well Ske
comnes 10 me and straghtaway hags me. but she camnal speak. Thook
2t her face and 1l her ploase not 1 make me safler, i she has
somethng % il me o say it | think mayhe they have iakea Jorse
She savs, 11 that daby was a0t 2 Fredla's he woald not dre
Lk s s Ealkimg about those who dred m the bush, 1say,
“Yes ves. Come with me 10 see the haby " She says, “Your bady s
dead ™ 1 say, “Which haby?" She says, “The one dorn here three
days ago " 1lose my control. | scream, “Whon dud be dre, why
didn 't they wake me””
She sand be drad at two o'clock 1 the mommang. Al the
Bighits went off m the hospital and when they came dack on my halh
was dead They dndn 't wake me but they came and got his Clothes
from endermy bed My mother had seat thaags for hum from outsede
thromgh Mgr Lopes and they came and ook from those what [itied
best. The baby when [ soe ham s all purple, bis body. When Jose
come thal morming 10 see us the narse grves oar son's hady & him
We guestion but nome answers ws. only the nan  When the nurse
gome, she crves a Jot and repeats what she sard. that of e wasn't 2
Fretia s som e wousld aot dre
[ &vd mot smspect they could harm my baby. he s maocent
pust dorn. He canmot salk or say e s Fretilm
Hedwdon 29 May My therd daby hved three dave He was
daptized Jose 100, The nun came m the mught 1o Maptize hom when
be dred. She wantod 1o wake me but they sad | was sloeping 100
doeply. The other mothers are very upset. When o 1s time and thes
bring alfl the habwes 10 the mathers & feed. they watch me and say
how sad we food owr daby and hers i< gome
1 stay four more davs m the hospital | am verv sick  Then
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give me tablets to calm me. The give mre two mgections before | £ home
ome oach Srde at the top of my leg. Where they impect hoth sades swell w R
starts small and wohy, small a3 2 pea. then stowly Sgger and | pet a Susea
[ cammcX sheep. The Tomps are hot. iy and painfal and | decome ver
skanny. 1They swell as big as an orange each side My Jegs trembie. very
woak. 1 oannol walk or doanythmg, always with high fever and no res The
pain 1S there all the time, 2ot only when I oy to walk The pavn makes we
mad

{am scroaming my mother's name, my father's name for them o
holp me, all mght somehimes Asking why they kall my aunt. a woman with
grey hast who did only good 1o evervone., and all her children | @ik adowt
people who dred 1 the bash T was hike a mad woman kg alkag and
scroaming. | drdn 't care about myself anvmore. Tn Jose's famaly s howse
people outside can hear me  People Ay 10 be carelal, aot 10 alk bie s
otherwise they can shoot you . People around me all ory . they el me please
ploase don Tdo . They cook for me, Chinese peapte and all the nc-a_;!;;h.w;;\
They ry to do evervihang for me but | can aever de happy. 1 say a0 no |
have to talk a1 don tialk Tdwe. Thon | say ploase, please | want 1o dwe. 1'd
rather die than see the sullenag. 1 well the woops walking w fromt of the
house, “Do not come here, ¥ VO Come here ome of as has o dre. vou o s
Bat they wouldn T kll me, they lot me salfer Forome vear | am Jike thas

»
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Mgr Lopes gave me absolation  People ank | will dwe o the
indonesians will kall me Timorese who heard me then Delreve Tdiad  They
do aot believe whea peopie toll thom | am bere ahve

We go many tmes o the hosprtal, the Indomessan malitan docton
{1l them they dad this to me, they have to cure me Bt the docton savs he
cannol help mye. After a vear | ask a Timorese nurse ploase 10 ¢ me. open
these lampe He has puty for me  He has o anacsthotre. he cots me alive
imsede was only water and Blood. He cat away the foose skin Now the scars
are there, [ show you We pat on a biack paste every day, a traditvonal
modane, 1o care the skm  Tn abowt three moaths | can walk everywhere. and
{ start o be mormal | bocome pregnant with Hoe, onr fourth som who lived




“It is very hard to live in our country.”

Then in 1981 they tried to take Jose. Soldiers came to the
place he worked, a small factory. His boss there said they cannot take
anyone from his place without a proper reason. They say they need
Jose to help them. The boss says if they need help he will help them,
what do they need help with? He won't let them take Jose and they

0.

" When they know they can't take him from his work, because
the boss knows important people, they come o our home A
Timorese we know comes with three soldiers who wear the green
berets, military police I think. I'said tothem, “You take Jose with you
pow but I want to see him back again alive with no marks on his body
or there will be a lot of trouble for all of us.” 1 say this very
importantly and they look worried but [ don’t know why - 1 am a
woman who could not kill an ant.

[ wait three days and [ cannot sleep, cannot relax. [ go to
Jose's work. It is the first time his boss sees me there and he looks
at my face and knows something is very wrong. He did not know
they had taken Jose. He tells me he will find him, to stay there and
relax.

After a while he returns with Jose and three Red Beret
soldiers. He says to find him he went straight to the top. [ want to
ask Jose how he is, if he is hurt, but he makes to me a sign hike this
no, be quiet. He means, “I am alive, it1s enough, do not complicate
matters.” His boss does not see this [ am calm and very sweet,
saying thank you to that man and that God will bless him. [ think they
hurt Jose, yes, but he will not talk of it, not to disturb me

Twice before 1 get out from Timor they take me for interro-
gation in Dili. The first ime in Santaiho, it used to be a warchouse
They take you there without warning, just pick you up They have a
list of names - today we talk to these ten people, later other ones
They keep me for three days. Afterwards [ have to take a paper and
report every week to say [ have been good, not contacting Fretilin
They do not abuse me, but | hear and see what they do to others

The make people sit on a chair with the front of the chair on
their own toes. It 1s mad, yes The soldiers urinate in the food then
mix it up for the person to eat. The use the electric shock and they
use an electric machine, they call it mola. Itis in a very small room,
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enough space for one person sitting on a chair nowhere 1o move o

The mola s like metal elastic, like on the telephone 1o a phone box
here, about as long asanarm. On the end 1sa black rubber ball They
shut the person in with the mola and turn 1t on and it hits around and
around tn that small space. They put people 1o for a time, take them
out, tell them last time you hied, now you talk to us again, then put
them in again with the mofa. 1 have seen it, yes, they show 1t 1o me
and tell me if 1 am not good they will put me there

The second time they take me | was pregnant, soon (o give
birth to our fourth son. The interpreter, a Timorese, advises me to
give short true answers and behind pay a bribe, not to make long
answers or complain as it will take longer and the one to sutfer will
be me. They ask how | {eel about things now, better than before, |
answer yes, better than before, am | happy, yes Lam happy. They
mix drinks, it smells like wine, you have to drink it, it makes me teel
very dizzy.

I did not want another child born in Timor. My parents
outside send money, it cost $7000 to get out to Jakarta to have him
there. e was born 23 January 1982 and still lives. When [lett il
it was very sad. 1 go close to my [nend’s ears and say, "1 have o
leave”

Our son Luang Hale died but those other three [ fed with
him are still alive, they were not with us at Terras They are thiee
sweet little boys with dark skin like Jose. They call me mothes
Before we leave Timor their families bring me fruit and cooked
food Their message to me was to keep talking, outside you can talk,
here we are always in danger

When we left and first spoke outside Jose's family suffered
[is brother Caetano was badly beaten  His spleen was enlaiged
from malaria and the beating damaged it. They let him go but he
died later at home. Jose's father had died in 1977 from illness i the
bush, but in 1985 they arrested his mother and interrogated her and
were going to kill her, but someone stopped it Now that they know
we can get bad publicity for them outside, his family is a little safer

Here in Darwin | saved a baby. 1t was raining and we were
dniving and an old lady carrying a baby was trying to stop cars, bt
they were going past. [ tell Jose to stop and when | got out to let hcl‘v
sit in the front | saw the lady was so upset and the baby was very
white and limp, about 8 months like my second baby . Jose drives
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Other resources available from the
East Timor Aclton Network
+ In Cokd Blood: The Massacre of East Timor 55-minute British video
including the Nov. 12, 1991 massacre. (§25)
« Indonesia's Forgotten War: The Hidden History of East Timor. By
John Taylor. The most comprehensive and recent book on
East Timor. (§20)

+ Telling: East Timor Personal Testimonies. By Michele Turner. A
sollection of testimonles of East Timorese from World War Two
{o the present.. (§20)

« Massacre: The Story of East Timor. 40 minute audiotape of award
winning radio documentary by Amy Goodman and Allan Nairn,
who were present at the Santa Cruz massacre. ($10)

+ Special March 1994 lssue of the New Inlernationalis! magazine
devoled 1o East Timor. Excellent and up 10 date survey of the
major lssues involved. ($3.50)

+*Free East Timor" bution with photo of young Timorese girl. ($1.25)

+ T-ghirts: "East Timor: Indonesia’s Killing Field,” or *To Resist is 10 Win®
with photo. Both say "End US Support of Indonesian
Genocide” on back. Spedty M, L, or XL. ($13)

* Posticards with photos of Timorese ife. (§1 for set of six)

**Timor Leste/East Timor* cast metal key chains made by Timorese
refugees in Portugal. (§5)

* East Timor Documents compilation. Compllation of press reports on
East Timor from around the world, (§10 per bi-monthly lesue)

* There are a number of interne! resources avallable on East Timor
Ask for addresses and for information on how 10 subscribe 1o
the East Timor electronic malling list

Please add 20% for postage and order from National office
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¥ bean worse here. No one can speak. No one can demon-
| %Wm Timor is an island of total fear and lerror.
| We ask the world 1o this and never forget that we are here,

| struggling for lite everyday " Since that time, the oppression of the

East Timor Action Network / 1S, )
P.O. Box 1182, White Plains, NY 10602
Tel: (914) 4287299
Far (914) 4287383
emall. cacheiner@Ige apc.org

|| terrible century., The East Timor Action Network has |
|| succeeded in bringing this awful tragedy of the awireness |
| of the public and Congrem. Its work has made it possible

|| et of seltdetermination for which they have strugged

o ane of the MASSACIe WAS was
S WWNQ\.&MIM“E‘

Timorese has increased further. Recently, milltary-sponsored
Mmmmwhmw.mmmm

*gcores of peopie in just the first few months of 1995,

mwmmmmmmwmw

Along with an increasing |
mmmsmmmwummmmu
the tragedy of East Timor. With the determined struggle of the Timorese

mwmmmmwwmw

But there is still much 1o be done The Indonesian generals who
mmmwm:mmm»mmm

1 its freadom and will continue 1o do 8o until international pressure forces

themto. Please contact ETAN 1o find out how you can leam mofe about

: mmmmmm how you can help the Timorese
| achieve their goal of a free and independent East Timor

[ since the Indonestan tnvasion of 1975, the people of Enst |
| Timor have suffered one of the worst catastrophes of this |

to hope that the people of East Timor may st Lt enjoy the |

 with such courage and dedication,




"Inside our land Timorese all know each other.
We talk with our eyes - they say you are one
suffering like me. If you go there you will know,

their eyes will tell you they are not happy. It is
very hard to live in our country."
-- Fatima Gusmao --

On December 7, 1975, Indonesia, with US support, invaded the
newly independent nation of East Timor. Since that time, more than
200,000 Timorese have been killed. This amounts to one third of the
population, the greatest genocide relative to population since the
Holocaust. This is the testimony of Fatima Gusmao, a woman who
survived in East Timor for seven years before escaping to Australia.
It is a powerful and moving account both of life under the Indonesian
occupation and of the determination of the East Timorese to resist.
Her story is taken from the book Telling: East Timor Personal
Testimonies by Michele Turner (Kensington, NSW, Australia: New
South Wales University Press, 1992).
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East Timor Action Network / San Francisco Bay Area
PO Box 420832, San Francisco, CA 94142
(415) 285-1971: e-mail, gknehans@sfsu edu
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