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tl rht \ inm' thin, ltkl~ pl.111Ptlll'. t1ctd1cr :-., y1::,. J he ..,t,h.lll'.r'> 
l·nnu ·nut. nd tlm \\•rt i )oks 111...e nh1tcn,1l, on tho-..e 'Ill' . gd intn 

th hl . d gl) • -.,h. hrn , we J m · t kn m 11 mPll' M ,1J 11.:r~ a1 e stil I 
lt.'" lUl. 1t 11 ,k~ lik ll I, ·,11 I) lll!,! ~l1llH.•1htn!! lt 
l<'.td th •n. 1b down. \ ·c \\ ,l!l hul nnthrng cl~ 

h n mt; ' · ll t' th· i.;u[d1rr-.: gn .'om· nl ,,1 l h) "Cl' 

h h pk.1rl . \ dd1,:-;•r,v 1t1 th JH.·0 n,rnt 
ht· 1~ ttakc,I ~hi..: }1')1ds h ~r ill her stuniarh 1s 

J t 1min t ut. rh ~ hlood h,b starttd 

l .1h'wl. ud f thrnk sh' ·n \\\ ':,-us She lil'S 

u it ,11~ run trnm h~t L),.;s all o\'t'f 
or l \ rnut h . .1 \ ound It t' 

1l hut ;t b d HI, .ul h · tt t.: knth . 
dc,.1d, ut ·, 1mpl ·tdy 
, d hit · j-.hrnilJ1..·11. 
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\\.t ."- 1111 htcned th· lndum·,1.111~ 1n.1 lat ·h m · ,1t,,hu\ m .it 0 

1) ,rnnt \k\JnJ111i.1 w;\-.; "llh n • slw \h:h, ·t l rn.1, 
b:ibil.'s, ,h · w.,s t'fY :•n1 d at th1 l( \\ ,l-; a h111 ,, hulh .. , hnh 1,1 .. 

lhc- l~thou1 Th· wat 'i lno~1. th· da) I ·tnr · s, th• h1t.lh ,,,,1, di ,l\hl 

p:,mful \\"eh,1dnnp,11n•k.ilkr ll l ,,.,\ht l'. lh ,., ti in~ . th 
thnui 1ht 1r ihl' l .d) did unt rnnll l ",,uhl 1lw 11 \\ flw I ,lh\ ~ ,\IIH 

ket fir:--t ~ 1~ .111nt , ,\Jt..l I I 1ll, ,llm" "l'r ·do, n 1l ,, 1 \Hid h.,,~1• t n 
ca~1c1. hul tu-; hand, Wl.'Il lllllh.·1 ln, dHn, s,, lw ,1, ,,t11~ \ , tlw ,u 11, 

ll'l1 01 ftlti.'( n 11\lllUl .l'S, \\1th lhl' curl 11 iund h1, 1w1 k \ ht n, ,1 

hnrn h \\'l•nt {Mk ,rnd d.11 k , p..lk a11d J,u \\ t h) l\l m.1• :,.q• ·• l\lh 
!11s hl'att. J lll hl.~ ,,.,,, t( () lnnr \ ·11h1H1t \\ 'l,"l\ I think \\ l' 1'.1p11, d 
lu 111 Tn e l Tl hcd ,ii tt: t t" u hom s . 

\\' ht'll nl) ·t•t: nnd h.1 h \ ,1<..: I urn in 11 \\'l , r H t, '}'l 1lu 1 

tn .1 ~t't ur · pl..1 c \\'t· b.1p111t·d !urn,, Tm PH S(' n.1111< . I 11,wi~ l l.1h 
I ,ll,Jn • · ,, Jn~e•s \l111thc1 · 11,111w :,nil m , ll,HlH 111 the h11•.h 1 " \t1 

1 l.1k .. In r 'Ill fl/,, nw. ·n•, l.,dv .,nd /,, !1 llll ', '11'- ,1 I n,il l\ I 

ill 'l' whtt.h p11.,l< ( {", fllPplt. h 1 Hil th I\U l{ th1 H I ,I\ I dd111e IH 

du1 -ll urn' ~ ( u r rnsl find nu ol 1h,· 1 11(, •, lu hav 11 undct \I q 

\ e sqll.t h the ll 1 11 pf th, hf1l,• ltn nod 11 , ti, jllH • 11)1 n111 lnr1 • lt,11r. 
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••It ~t-rt h r It, lh.-: in uu· l'()Ullh 'J ·" 

' l i1~ n trt I \)81 thl')' It t ·d h1 talc J{,, ' Sl'ld, •1-.: nm ' h) thi: 
pl.h: h • Wt'l 'U, 1--mallfad '?\ . Ih,hossthe1es :\'.dthe c1rnm1tta~t.: 
1n\l)lll ' r m hi~ pl 1 ·t· withl•Ut a pwpt•f 1 ·a1son 1 hey .,,1 tlH·y nl'nl 
h. s . hi h •Ip thl·m Th l"1ss :-.,1) s ti thl•,, twcd hdp h · wlll h ·1p tlwl\\, 
,, h \t ,h) Hie) n •t.·d hdp ,nth'' l k m.m ' t kt them tak' l(lSl' anll they 

·wtwn th ·v k.m ,,,. tht·y nn1 ' t (dkl' hitn ft\ Hll lll ,', WU( k, hLTUUSl' 

th• hti-:, J..nln,-, impl>rt.111t p 'tlplt.·, they eo1111.: tt1 nur lwnw A 
l im,)t'i..'M; we k.now l:t )m ".'- \\1th thn·e ~1 1ld1e1s wh<, w ',11 tht' gH·e11 
f •tl'ts,m1l1t~u)pr1li t·lthrnk I:-.,1i.dtl)fhem," Yout~1kt·Jl'M'W1th 'OU 

1ww but I \\.mt his·( ' hun bark ~\~,1m ,ltv(· with Ill' mnrks on }us b()d ' 
(lf thl·f . \\ ill h l lot ol tronblt- lor all or us.'' I sav this: \'l:I)' 
m1Jh'It~nltly and the · lool \\\in icd hut 1 don ' t know why - l am H 
W( man w ht1 nuld rwt kill lm < nt 

I w,11t th1ct: day.' tnd I cannut skep, cam1ot relax l g(i l(l 
Jo!-.e's wwk lt is the firsl ttm\,' h1, boss srcs nw there and he louh 
al mv 1,lct• ,wd kmiw-: ~1._mn:thrng i:-, vny wwng I k did not kuow 
thcy.haJ takl'n Jose . H tell: mt he will ftnd lutn. hi sti1y tlwn· anJ 
1d.1\ 

J\ltt:r a wlnlc h1: 1eturns with Jn ~e and lhH't' l~e I I k1 rt 
(;l>khct:-, Ik says lo frnd hnn ht1 went shaight to tlw lop . I want to 
a,k Jo~c huw he is, 1f ht i:-. hu1 t. hnt hl' makes t{ 1 me a st 1n like this 
no, he tpm:t 1 k means, " I nm alive, 1t is enough, du 1111t romplicnlt: 
mallet-:" ll1, hos. dfll ~s nut src· this I am calm and vc,y sweet, 

S· l ing thank you to tlwt man am.I tlrnt Or1d will hk~~ 111111. I think they 
hurt Jose. Yl''-. hut he w,11 not ldlk of ll, uot tu d1stu1 b nw 

Twiet' hdort I get out fn,ro T11nrn they t.1kc me !or i11t{·t m 
g<1tiw1 in I >tli. The first tum: in Srmtttiho, it thed to he ,t wareho11~w 
The• j t,1kc yt.\U there· ·w1tbont 'WilllHHg, 111~.t p1rk 1un np.Tlwy haVl' it 
lt.\t ot ttatnc· s today wr tal~ to tlu·~e te11 people, l11tt·i other ones 
Tht'.} ktq> mt'. for thrtt.:d,tys Alttnvard-; l h,wt· to t.1kt· t p<tj)('f ,t1HI 
r ·port t,V<·ry wt ·t· k_ to say I havt· l){Ttl gorn.l, not nml,1d1og ht ·ttlrn 
Thl'y do not thn,c me, hnt I hhu ,111d •,er.: what tlwy th, tn Plhn ~: 

Tht' UMkc pt'ople ~ll on 1 ( h:11r with the fr,int, 11 t!w ch,lll ou 

lhcu own lot·" It i~ m11d, yt'. The ~nldier-; mrnatt • in till: food thn1 
mL'< it up lot the pcr,..;on lo t:,tt '!'he u ,, tlw i_•.lt·< Ille ~Ju ·k ,twl tlH'y 
11,e an cl clllC , m,1d1m ·• tlw , , ·tll 11 mo/a. ll 1~ "',t wt y 1t1,tll 1< 10m , 

1 (, 

t·m,ugh :--\MC· I n unt· pt 'hl 'll ·1ttm' t 1H u <. h,tn nuwh H t, 1n,1\ • l,1 

l'hv-mula l '- llk\· md l d.i,;tt,, \ik. un tlh h'kph\•t\t: lll I l'h111" l 1, 
lw1t·, ab )\It <\ ' . h in ; ,t, di\ dt m \)nth,· n 11 ~ c1 hi.irk whb ·1 I lll I h, 
: hut tlH'. l'l\.'\'. t111 m ,\ 1th the mnl, ,Hid turn ll ,,u ,1ml 1l tnt•, H 111nl ,rn,l 
:non ml rn thdt . mill spnu: Th Y put 1 · up\ · m h,1, urn , t.,k,· lh\'11\ 

out, tt:ll thl'm hq ltmt · y n.t fo·d , nuw ,ou t,tl ton ~ n 1,1111, th ,, p11t 
lhem 111 a~am with thl' nwf1t l hav · ~.t:,·n tl, yes, they .,hu \' 11 \l.1 n,i 
and 1C'll rne it { 11m not ~Pod tht·y "t\l put me tht •H· 

l'ht· S\"l'Ornl tum· \he\' t11kt 111 · l wa ; 11rt· 'f\, lHl, \\ ,)I\ u ~nT 
lmth to uur lomlh s~in. Tlw mktpH ·h't , ,\ \'11n11n·\ ·. ,tthl M''- 111,· h 1 

give shott trne rnsw<·rs and h ·hwd tMY a bnhe. nit tu m,\\..l• lun~• 
imswcrs or Ct>mplain I\S 1t w1ll t,1ke h,ng 't i\t1Ll thn111t hi :uitt·1 will 
be me They ,,~k how I !t•t·l u\1 ,ul. thin' :. now , ht-tll I th,111 lit l t 111... l 
an:,;we1 ycs:bcttc·t llmn hd ,n~, am I happ , ' 'c•, lam h ,lp{)\ 1 hr\ 
n11x. d1it~ks, rt .mn~ll~i hkl\ wiiw, ,c,u h <1\'t ' {I) dunk it , Lt n11\kt· nw kt l 

very di1.1.y. 
I dul nul vant ,nwt\w1 dul 1 hum rn T1mo1 t\lv pM\'Ht·; 

(1t11',ill .:tmd m )fl • '. i1 n)',t $70()(l lu • ·lout lu .ldk,11t,1 to hn, ,. lirn 
then,. { It· w,ts h( ,111 • 1 lammry ( ()~•L'. ,uul sttll lt ' t '~, \Vht·n l h It 11th 
it was \'t',r , ~: d. l gl) do se tu 111y itw1H\1,' r,us and :ii,·, ··1 h,1v1 111 

kav( ~." 
( )ur son Lmmg l!,,ll~ din! but thl1~;e (1thn tl11 ' 1' I kd \\ ith 

him aw still aL1vo, they wen: nnt w1th ns •l TruM, 'l hn ,111• tlm 0 

-;weel lt'ltlt boyf; wtlh Llat k skm ltkr .lo ' ,1' lht ~r ttl\ 1m 111i1th1'-t 

lkfutt • ,.,•(· lt·,1vc 't'imnr lh ·tt t.unilll "l lilm · nw lrn1t ,111d 1
•

1i'~ed 

hi,d ThL~lf m ·~i~ 1l ~e lo 1nt~ w,1•do kd {' la!~ mg,\ ,nt-.td1· \'Oil l ,1111,tlk . 

ht·tt• we art· ah 1ay•, HI tbng,:t 
Wht·n W{~ l('!t and ln t,l ~.pul,l· 011h11hdu ,t ·', l,muh' -.1111.t I ii_ 

ti, -; bu,tht·f (\1t.ti\lH) wnc, h,1dly lH·llh'll I 11· ,•,ptu n WI\', 1 iilnu•i ·tl 
, . t I .. , t ·l '1hr htl11H11•11bnlh 1 

ltom nrnla11a u11d the, 1i•ntmg 1 .11111tfl 1. 1 , 

r · •, l • 1 11 • 1•1 11>1/ho wtllo 1.!'t•,H1lll1 
thed lutt r ,1l hrnut · , oi.,· ', LttH , 1 ,1,u c 11 i , 1 · _ 

bwib, hut m l!>H tlwy ,11l',k d his IJlPlhi l ilWI 111\t"trug,1h d lt1' ,111d 

\ · I t Ni 1W tli,il 1111 ~ 11' 1 \' 
'"1•.n · J'<HH)' to kill hn , hul <.111111 <H11 11pp1 1 1 . · 

,v1· t ,111 f'' t lwl pnhhnt ltll 1!1·11111111· 1d1\ ht 1,mill r 1 h\lh 
'1 kn : m I ),11 wrn I .,I\'• I , 1 b1th , I.I \\'n' i,1u1tu1 ,111d' t 

l I I ,ti! 
d11\'i11rit11d 11ll (l ldl.1l~1 ,111y lll ' ih th \ \'~! nyw ~,,, ,!iJII 

1 ' 

II l l Id Wht II I •pl i ,111111 l th I lbt y W('ll f•1111l, Jt.l 'l l I h . i ,·.r· lo , . "fl 1 1 _ , 

·almllll'11t111tl ,. 1w th,• l,1dy v,, •,11hp a·t,rnlih, lid1~ v,, If 

. . . , . I l ,. v t t 'i11d t,' !1' dn i wh1tt' 11t1d l1111p. ,d,011 1 , w1 ,111 1 t11.1 , 1 _ 

l / 





A 
r 

lh 

fO 

tu 

' 



•
1tnsicle our land Timorese all knpw each other. 
We talk ,,,ith our eyes • they say you are one 

sufr ering like 111e. If you go there :you will know, 
their eyes ,viii tell you they ~re not happy. It is 

very hard to live In our co~ntry." 
•· Fatin1a Gusmao -~ 

)n De ernt r 7, 1 ~ 7c, lndon, ial with U ' support, invaded the 
n vvty ind ,r .nd nt n--1tion of ~ st Tirnor. 'inc· that tirne, rnore than 
~ 0,000 Tirnor .s , hive b :,en killed. rhi arnounts to one third of th ! 

pulajc n, the gr test g :nocid :1 r -lative to poputati( n since the 
H, fo; u _t This i the te tin1ony of Fatirna Gusn1aoj a wornan who 
urvi , d in Ea t Tirn r f r seven years before escaping to Australia. 

It•_, a i \verful . nd m ing account both of life under the Indonesian 
occupation an J f the deterrnination of the East Tin1orese to resist 
Her ory is taken frorn the book Telling: East Tirnor Personal 
Te tin onies by Mi hele Turner (Kensington, NSW, Australia: New 
outh \/Vales University Pres .... ·1992). 

Ea t '"'itnor .Action Net,\'ork / San J?rancisco }Jay 1\rea 
l ) H·, 4 .... 8..12, San Franci~·co, ( ~ 94 i t2 

(-+L- ~R5~19 l : ·~n1ail, ~kneh, nsG·isf ·u ~du ...,. 
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