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l t > th {J , ,  nds t f l· , .,t Tutu ,, I rl1an1 ,ua i.an tn
, , rt a, Japan an,! Au.stra/u,, to go on 11re') 'tng

, , nt t .ii p ap[Jl\'zng doubl � standard� to 
r•ulu , \h r sv ·t rniJlic 1·i0Jatwn of Uftl r solu.11011. 

,r a tn the , ' of Intl one.-;1a '.) b liavrour regurd1n6
f. l t 1 tllU !.

I a11p ,l to Pr .!>ldent llill lin ton to recons1dc, the 
{ oble,n of f. ·a, t  1·u11or and ro press Jakarta t J accept 
dui l gue h t lh die Po, luguese and rite J'unore .,·e 1n tlie 
�ear Ii for an u,ternarionally -ucceptubl ·oluflon 
* J a1>1> ul to th Portugue e Governtnen t  never 10 uhc1ndon
ti reJf>,-1nsibiliry tali'ards East Tunor.
• J appeal to the U,\r .. ,ecretary -Gcneral to ensure that the
solutton he eeks for East 1unor is based on univer'Jal
principles and international la �v.
• Fuwlly, I app al to rhe governrnent of Jndones,a to
change lls at11tude and to realise that the mornenl has come
to understand the essence of 1he struggle in East Timor.

After say ing to the UN Secretary-General that he is ready 
'' to participate in the negotiating process at any time or in 
any place '' ,  he ends his statement with the following words : 

As a political prisoner i,. the hands of the occupiers of my 
country, it is of no consequence to me if they pass a death 
sentence here today. They have killed more than one third 
of rhe defenceless JX>pulation of &lst Timor. They are 
killing ,ny people and I am worth no ,nore than the heroic 
struggle of my people who, because they are a small and 
weak people, have always been subjected to foreign rule. 

.Yanana Gusmao being taken into the Dili court-house. 

New Chu rch c l ampdown 
Dis information 

Courtroom gag 

Wh n , �anana ro c to spe k on 1 7  M y, the. courtroom w 
packed . Several diplomats were pre ent but the UN repre­
sentat ive had again been prevented from boa1ding a plane 
in Bali .  Seats in the front row usually re erved for the 
foreign observers we e all occupied when they arrived so 
they had to sit in a nearby corridor. Normally anyone itting 
in thi pa:rt of the court-house cou ld follow the proceedings 
through a loud-speaker, but on this day it had been 
switched off so they heard nothing. 

The most conspicuou men in court were Major-General 
Theo Syafei and other senior official , no doubt knowing 
what would happen and waking sure nothing would go 
wrong. The judges and the prosecutors had copic of the 
Indonesian text and were ready to pounce. 

As Xanana read the first two pages, the prosecutor 
protested several times. When he reached page three, Ule 
judge ordered him to stop, claiming that the defence was 
'irrelevant'. As soon as they realised what had happened, the 
diplomats protested to the iudte. 

Army strategy in dw.11 ay 
Xanana's stand had thrown the army's strategy into con­
fusion. The army, having told the world Xanana was 
repentant md would now side with Indonesia on East 
fimor, was now exposed as flagrant hars who , as CNRM 
representa t ive overseas, Jose Ramo -Horta,  had "come to 
be l ieve the ir own propaganda" As he say in his defence, 
Xanana had decided to use his court appearance to convey 
his true stand to the world .  I t was a wise decision . Held 
incommunicado for so many months, he knew that anything 
he did from h is prison ce l l  v:ou ld be manipu lated by his 
captors .  

The regime could only respond b · si lencing him in court, 
an unprecedented event  in the histo;-y of pol itical trials in 
Indonesia. However unfair they are ,  "never in l iving 
memory '1 .  accord ing to A�ia Watch, had a court prevented 
a defendant from reading out his own defence. As an 
Austral ian academic has said : ''Judge Godang's ruling is not 
on ly out of line with Indonesian practice but also with 
articles 52 and 153 of the Indonesian Code of Criminal 
Procedure. 11 [These grant the defendant "the right to speak 
freely  to the investigators and the judge" and stipulate that 
the "head j udge must ensure that nothing occurs . . .  which 
obstruct ei ther  the defendant or witnesses from peaking 
free ly " .  
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Latest repons indicate that the Church
and specifically priests are being
targeted in a new clampdown by the
Indonesian military. The military is
attempting to discred it the leadership 
of

. 
priests among the people and to

dnve a "\vedg between the Church and
the people. 

Belo disbel ieves mi l itary 
In  a telephone r nterviev.· conducted b\ O 
Pu l;lu. o, publ ished on 4 December 1992, 
Bt h p l�e lo wa 1n no doubt a to �·hat he 
� I t h d lappencd to _ ·anana Jfter h 1  arrest 
1n 'o\ mber A,ked \\ h ther he thought 

Be lo went on to revea l h is anger at 
disinformation being spread by the mi l itary 
about a pastora l letter he was supposedly 
going to re lease , ca l l ing on the guerril las to 
g 1Ye up their arms at seven selected 
chu rches. ' Il 's qu ite fa l se .  This was cooked 
up by the mil itary so thar the people wou ld 
bel ieve tl . There is nothmg whatsoe\'er 
about any church being specified for this . I 
have not yet taken the decision on \vhether 
to issue a Chn.stmas p:istora l lener. I t 's a l l  
l ies. I t 's a l l  mi l itary prop' ga nda . '  

' .  ', 

EAST TJMOR 

·a .in  a te l l ing the t n.Hh , or lying ,n his
tat n1 nt , B · lo a id · 1  d( n t kno for 

n.1 1n \\. hat happen d ,  but for the! pa,t 1 7  
r 1 t  > pn )0 r pc1k 1 n  th  ,vay  thJt

n . J p 1 n H h ppened a a r u lt 
n r 

He confinned that he v;ou ld not make 
any .. ppea l to the t?uernl las ,  as he feared 
that they ';\·ou ld be ki l led tf lhey gave 
themsel es up, as in 1979 and 1980 
LastJy , he rl?a lfirrn d h ,., hehef £ha t  a
ft.�ferend1., 1n Fa t T1n1 r \'\ ou l<l be the be t

solution 

"All people have the right 

to self-determ ination. ,, 
- U D ,c l.irahon on oloni  h n1
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, 1 1 1  t i •  n l \\ , ., I d� 1n r t t. r i th  \\ 1 t h  
f l l  • I. .i t u t  h1  ( ' fl \  \ ' f'- l ion \II t t h  } 1 '1 (

u1 I 1 on ,, n 011 1  t r.,11 1  " i h  · i t  Jr .i t ! 1  -.1  •1

u h ,1 h 1:'nl, \tun,  , I tht· 1 1 t  tl 1u i  ( 1 u 1 ,  pJ 11 l v
, t  I I r • u  , \ pi 1bl n1 t u t  n1a 1n l \ I :iu,  ot \\ h a i  t h ') 

1n  1nh I rJhh dt 1 J l  l r 1n.l l1.: l h H ld 1ne th ,1 1  \\ h ,1 1
}.! .., � a. t I 1 01 rt'' · , 1 ud�•111 ,, lh H th ' \ a rt a lv. a; ., I • i ng 

• h '\' u �r ! l u l  tht \ • rt ' I ( 1>k t . :1 v.· h 1 , e dune for \Ou t

� h n ,.,  , nur • rJl l ! Udl'�· 1 \\ hJt th \ he .t r  day 1n  <la) ul frum 
.kJ•1 pn. l � > � fel l , \\ student� nd -.(1 fonh 1.,  n hkt.:l)  th,l l 1 n 
tht h · ,  d ,  \ \ f l ndont -. 1 .i n nJ t 1un a l t ,m  peop lc rJ n a round  t he  

untn lelhn ' fell \\ I nJ(lnt', 1 J n, \\ hon 1  tht?) Yi t're enl 1-;t 1 11� 10 t he 
nao,>n l t,1 Jlise thJt they shou ld he 'gralefu l '  Even 1n cht· 1 950.., 
� hen I n<l1)ne;-; 1 J  � a -. s.h a h t· n  by m a ny reEZ 1ona l t  t revo l t s ,  t he 
.ic u.-,:.i t I n of 1ngra t 1 t udt· ne, er erne rgc d TI1e acrusat,on tht:n on 
J ! I  _ 1Je.., \\ J s t) p i ca l l  · rhat of 'bet raya l '  of a common hi stone I 
pro1ecl By contr  .... t, ' 1 ngra t 1 t ude' \\ as a typica l accusa l ion hy 
Out h colonia l officia ls  aga in t ·nat ive ' nat ional ism ' Look at a l l  we 
ha \ t' done for you , do?. n  there, in terms f security , educa t ion , 
economic de, elopn1ent . ci, i l iz.auon' The language is thar of the 
superior and ci 1hzed cov,:a rd the 1nf enor and ba rba rou,;; .  l l  is nol 
\ erv fa r from rac i sm , a nd re \ e J l s  a p rofo u n d  i n c apa c t t }  t o  
incorporate' the East T1morese , an u nacknowledged f eel t ng tha t  
the J re rea ll} , ba  · ,cal ly , fore ign . 

One cou ld a rgue th i s  sta nce 1 s  ev idenced hv t he ex t rern 1 �l 
method of rule that were used ,n  Ea l Timor a fter the invas ion of 
J()-1  The vast sca le  of rhe violence deployed, the use of aena l 
bombardments, the napalming of v i l l age5, the systematic herding 
of people into resenlement cen L res lead ing to the ternhle starvat ion 
f-a m 1 ne s  of 1 977-80 ,  have no rea l cou n terpa rts i n  I ndonesi a n 
go\ ernment pol icy towar<ls , a s  it were , ' real Indonesians' . They 
seem more l ike pol icies for enem ies than for nauonal s ibl ings . lt i 
t ru e  t h a t  t here  \li: a s  mas · 1 , e v io l e nce i n  the  a n t 1 -Com m u n 1 s t 
campa ign of 1 %5-66 Yet the bu lk  of that v iolence was local 1n 
character , fuel led by the pan ic of m i l l ion5 of people about whaL 
v,a going lo happen to them5,e l ves, their fami l ies ,  and so fonh,  ' i f  
Commun1�m prevai led ' .  I t  had iLS cold, p la nned elemtnts ce11.a1nly, 
but noth ing comparable to the coldne�s and the pla nnednes.s of 
tht ra\ aging of East Timor, which rem inds me very much of the 
h0rn f1c depreda tion of Leopold 's ' spect ra l agents' i n  Conrad 's 
Heart of Darlmess. Conrad made the point that for these agents all 
civi l i zed rules were abandoned in 'Africa ' . There atrocities they 
?,o u t d  nev e r  ge t  a w � y  w i c h  back  home  i n  Be lg i u m  we re 
penni�sable . 

I t  is u-ue, of course, that East Timor posed very specia l  problems

for Jak arta A substantial part of the popu lat ion had long been 
Cathohciied furthe!Tilore , because of Portuga l 's membership of 
· ATO . the Ea st Timorese resistance had  better wea pons 2nd

mditary tr.urung, at the start, Ulan any previous local oppos1t1on ro 
Jakarta . lt pu t  up  a very stiff fight ,  and many thousands of 
I ndones ia n t roops were wounded or k i l led in t he strugg l e ,  
t imulating a strong battle-zone atmosphere in  the territory. On 

the other hand, the war has gone on now for seventeen years -
longer than any war Jakarta has conducted. This has meant that 
East Timar has been crucial in the careers of Indonesian mil itary 
offic€ r , n  a un ique way . Most of the most successfu l a nd 
amb1t1ou officers have fought in East Timor, and their promotions 
have depended in part on their success in conducting merciless 
repr 10n and control. 

l h 1 l n d o n  1 1 r1 r ,  i v  , n n1 n t  1 ! 1 I ,  ri
! fl  l l f f  l I I J ,t 1 1 1 1 1 1  t l l l l J  1 1 n H 1 \  ly n t h I r  i d  r r f I r
t i1 '\l l l l ..1 v 1,: h ,  n v, 1 " 11 1 H k  v r t h } r by r h  , t 1 , r t  

c.h g1 ' t  to ,v l 1 1c.  h t , ,.,, I 1 tnor b 1 s  h n hu t  of f, not m r l y  1c , 1 1  tt 
t)Ut, i<l v.orld , bu1 l �o l r<11n rh r t ol l nd, i r  s t  Jn t t l  f ir 'f

rc1...1.:11 t l y ,  H<.hn 1 ry  l 11dont;s 1ans toulJ ni I ro 1 h 1s ffi I I p rt of
t he i r  ow n ,co u n t ry w 1 1 h uu c  pcc 1 I pc r m 1 s5 1on . N •w PJ P r
1..ovetage ot I a 1 1 1 111or w s extepuon.1 l ly ,n agre , and t'V n I s 
t ru thfu l than th  n1t·d1a 1.:overug of other par of ! n<lontsi It 
was Lhu<i poS) Jhl • fo1 m ny Inc.ion ·sians not to rh 1nk about E,1 t 
Ti rnor very rnu<.:h a t  a l l , let a lon know atx1ut 1 l

On I .1 s t quest ion 1 0  ra i  � he fore t u rn ing  1 0  asc 'f 1more e 
nauonal tsm itse lf again relate co Lhe prob! m of imaginallon . f) id 
the Indon ian m i l i tary I aders t:ver con ider th pos 1b1 ltty that 
they were repl aying, 1n reverse, the final craj ctory of the colonial 
n: l ationsh ip between th n1.Selves and th Dutch? The Dutch have 
been 1n the a rchipelago stn<.:e the start of th venteenth cenrury) 
but a recognizable nation31ist movement did not a ppear unttl the 
ve ry end of  the  n ineteen th  century or the beginn i ng of  the 
twentieth. Its ri e was clearly tied to the decisions of the Dutch 
colonial ists to start educating people, particularly 1n Dutch , to the 
spread of the modern mass med ia ,  �,) massive 'development ' 
�roje�, and to the growth of a prof ess,onahzed secret pol ice and 
1ntelhgence apparatus. For the first time, after 1900, natives were 
aware of themse lves. People wer ta rgets of a systematic and 
central ized security apparatus. They were now conscious of being 
subjected t� a s ingle developmenta l project , a nd of having 1n  
com mo n ,  1 n  t he m i nds of  the i r  r u l e r s ,  t h e i r i ne rad i c a b l e  
' n auveness · . They  ca m e  to  u nde rst a nd ,  through the  D u tch 
I anguage imposed on them in  new schools ,  t he very idea of 
colonia lism as a system ,  and the modem means to emancipate 
themselves from it .  Why did the Indonesian Government not see 
tha t  Education•Repression -Deve lopment in East Timor followed 
exactly the logic of earlier Dutch pol icies , and that their fa ilure was 
'foretold' by Indone�ia 's own modem birth? 

N O W  W A N T T O  T U R N  to the quest ion ot why Ease Timor 
has become so national ist so qu ickly. The a05wers here are 
much less clea r. Begin with the name itself: ' Ea t Timor' . It 
is a� expression which comes from the Mercatorian map, on 
which a penci l led administrJtive l ine div ides Timor in hJif. 

How_ did this ' aeria l '  demarcation become so real a reahry that it 1s
possible for young people in Dili to think it is perl"ecdy normal to 
call themselves ' Ea st Timore5e ' ,  as if these two words were one no 
longer immediately pointing to ·west Timor' . In tht video of' the 
Diti massacre the kids' placards show slogan5 like _'Viva Timorleste' 
- �ll �ne word .  The origins of thi new con.sciousne� certainly
den�e 1n �art from a bureaucratic imagining which long pre-<iates
the 1nvenuon of r10tionalism. It paral lels the way in which (as f 
have ar��d in cha�ter nine of the new edition of my Imagined 
Communities) the Inanese were imagined or came into being only 
perhaps in the la t th irty years. Yet 'mapped imagination' 15  
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not a 
sufficient ex.planation. 

East 

Timor 
011.. 

• • 
Oecus.se• , 

'\ • ' I
- \ ' f

, 
-

I 

Wast Timo, ', s... •
(lndol'ltls.,;,) • 

0 M) 
1 1 1 1 1 1 

........ 

3 

t 

•



\ 

.. 

r 

h. ' l 

t 
\ Jn .l 0( '

r I . n :t 

l C n 

a -nm.e c t th in , 
l re t l t r 

-

1h tural c ' \ - "'

tr .1_t T1 r nJt 1  na l t  ·m � .i _ttll u 1  th n on tht' round, 
erhJ , n l . ma l l r enl, f th t , ! h n oul  then 

.ure na! n - ,  te of L t . ,n, r 
· ._e  l _ , ... Jh n ha ·h n dr. rn uc ti Th,• u tI n 

� h . . en he trtu I b , -: of nnt 1talts r.d the ult 
U tJ.nt 1J I lihr  rJ , ln rt cent 10{ r\ l , 1 th E, rtor, n1aj f

J J  l r L1  m a z i ne . e ne r J I , 1 :.1  e 1 r he E a ;:. t  T i m r m t l i t  r • ., � 

ommJ nder . ::- :1 1 ' s ) IT1c t h 1 n� \ er re , e l i n _ De ·nbin  the 
i raens1\ tnc:J ures lh :l f " ere ca  ·en to head f the- Dz :sit. ,ua, th 
, h ip  t Jt  t ried to lo Oili fr �ln DJ 1n iu ;.l r )Up ot ·ru enrs 
:.1 nd re porte r_ ab,)a r , he  nc :ed tha t  t he h ip i t se l f  .t .s not 
J1n �erou.: bur ..:1 1d that if  i t  mJna� c>d to 1n ·hor 1n 01h har ur. · 1 t 
ould e that I "' ou ld be J 1 ng l :  , 1nhabttanr f the ci of 

01h' r.d ·under the ircum_tJnces I could n t 'U ra ntee thlt rher ' . 

� ou ld n r be a n  e. plos 1on of t he rn s_es ' .  Th , · l a ngu:ige is 
om p le re ty  n e \\' .  Ne\ er  be to re h a  t he  rm} t l ked a bou t

·explo.s1ons of the ma · ·es' i n  E st Ti 1nor or thJt i t  fJc <l · 1 .. 0 1� 

people 1 n  D1lt' .  For ·e�r- it h s -!a imed th.Jt onl a fev: dozen
d1eha rd oppo nen ts ex i_ ted deep in t he  mountJ. inous i nte rior.
,· 1.1f� 1\ stJ tt·ment is preci e ly  thJt of a colont I power , uddenJ)
J\\ :t re of its 1mpend1ng demise It is jusc l ike the l)u tch re-cogniti n
1 n  f 9-i t hat  rnt.ione·· i a  h:.id chanized completely si ne� l -•O \'.·he.n
their po'-' e r  h:id ·eemed impregnJble.

\l'e here ret u rn to the i ronical IO!,; IC of coloni.1 ! 1 ..,n1 .  I f  \ 1)u look 
a t  the off1c 1 a l  peeches :.ibou t E:ist T1 mor, you \\ d i  n ._ er fi nd 
5uh;.irto or the generJ ls  tJ !k ing about ns peop le a: :.in} th in  hut 
· Ease T imorese· , even rhough tht're ;ire at leJst th iny ethn ic or t rt bJ l
groups 1n the reg ion In  the:: :>:.tme "' a  y .  t he  J.1kJ rt,1 reg1me ne\ er
r ::l l k  · a bou t  sma t  or  Dhan i ,  hu t a l \\•a; s abou t  [ r i:incse .  Thi
exJct ly pa r:.l l lels the IJte cofoni:i.l i 'etherla nds El:-il Indies , \Vhere
the colonized kne,.v the}' ":ert: al l 'n:H ivt.' - ·  tog · ther in  their ru l r.s'
eyes , no matter w hat isl and ,  e thnicity or rehg1on the;- he longed to.
A profound sense of commonal i ty 1nerged from the tiaze of th �
colon ial st:i tc .  Indones ian pO\� er ,_ infi n i te ly  more penet rat ing .
i nfini te!)' more \'< idcspread, chan Portugue.:e colon1a l  po\\ er ever
... vas It is there in the sn1a l le.st vi l l age • :ind is reprt entcd by
hundreds of mil i tary po:-its a nd a huge i nte l l igence appJ rJ t us Thus
the c )nsciousne-"S of being East Ti n1orese has spread r.l pidl y  !iinct
1 975 prec isely  hccause of t he statt's expansion ,  nc�· schoul:s a nd
1evelopment projects a lso being part of th is.

One of the  ma i n  p roject s  of t he Suha rto  · t=i te h ,1 s  been to 
·de\ e !op' I ndones i a .  This necessJ ri l y  invoh e · (CrtJ in  k i nd of
<li.:fin 1 t ion of \vhat it meJns to be a re:1 I ! n<lnne i ·  n .  PJrt of th is
def1 n r t 1on has  emerged from the a nt i-Co1nn1un 1 � t ni ls  · a cr s of
1965 66, � h ich \Vere under · tood tn pa1t a, a fight JgJ 1 n:,t atheism.
f fence today every I nc.Jone:, ian h:15 to ha\ e a propt:r book-rel igion.
Here the l ndonesw. n  state find:, 1 tSt' l f  r.1ught in  a �c 1 ange binJ In
19i 5, a ma1onry of E .s t  T11nore e were t i ll an i 1n1sts. 1 :.i k ing them
' lndone:-.ian · m ant ' ra i:,1ng· t hem froo1 anirnbm to having a pr p r
rel, ion . \ hkh g1\ cn x 1sr ing n:alitie:s me-1n< Catholici..,n1 A t  th

me u me the · t a te \VJ ·  perfect l y a \vare of 1 h  Jangers o f  t h
p r  ad  of Cat 1ohc t m ,  p.1ni  u l · rl y , nee Ror11c i n  1�r d on  dt.d in ,

due t ly  t t h  E l T1mor, b}'pass 1 ng t he confornust l ndone 1 ·1 n
h hr h 1  r rthv  
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Report� comin " out of a. t 1'i n1 r � · nc th be inn in ., f 
1 993 indicate th I th level of brut l i l  ' y lndon i I s �urity 
for exc ls anythin ex.perienc d b • th Tim 1c - t r n ny 
year- .  Central to the . t teg currently be:in... mploy d 1 an 
attempt to thoroughly dem l iz  the pe< pl of E-♦ t 'fi tn r 1

to dest roy thei r ,vil l  to oppo e int r l tt)n int  I nd }Ot si a . A k · 
len1ent in th c,ampaign i.  the ta in • of " loy I t  · r m nic .. 

au ended by the medi where people r forced to d l r th i i  
lay hy to th Indone iM epubl ic . l1y re t ing th impr i u 
that thousand of Ti more r J . ls  h v • ·u 1  r nder J , I nd n • 
sia h �s lo present the in tern ti 1n.tl connnuni ty v.1 i th , ! it .. 
compl i ,  making further d iplomati ffi,rt in  . upport f Ti­
mor •. e sel f  letern1inat ion irr 1 vanl . 



E R  T I M O R - T H E I N  I D E T O y 

l \ . lt (I ,t  l i..n r r ·cul l ·. l ie  
un 1c.  r • p,cud<>n) n1 to pre en e 

}11 nli 11d f, r � curi t) r •.t� >n-. is 
u11 b t< 1 rue ·1n , one lie n1 t .• 

In\ 10  10 11 1h ) ou g.1 1n -.e n >f ho,, <. u t
ft f . t 1mor 1 1 1  1 -;ol l ion <. on1pou nJ1•d 

b) Jn .ippJrt.:nt Jtrnc ..,pherc nf Li z\ C',l l n1
Dut ,;; ) OU • l k  t he �l H.: e l  , old1c:1 � p11..:k
\ ou out \\ 1 th th  ir c 1:;:c:, .1 vc: u \\ a l k  �o , 
..,c )O ·r ha\ l: ) O\I c:-;c.ap1: <l the insp 'L i l  lll ot 
on n1 1Lt. r\ ga 7e, ) ou a re c...1 p1 ured by 

nother 
Tht.. nn , ..,t: 1111, to out11L1 111ber peopl ,.

on tht:! stre · t � ) !d 1 1.:r.., ::.ne tht.": onlv one:, "-'ho . 
(an w a lk  ert..'.Ct , bold!) for a l l  to st:e 1\ s an 
out�ide r 1 th  pre\' 10u� kn1 i,;,, led ,1e o l  the 
,ituat 10n in  C. -.t Ti rnor, you can only gue�s 
\'\ her the East ·r1morese a re ,  hudd led in 
their hon1e , pl.  nn ing .  keep ing rhe fi re:) 
burn ing o that one d3.\ thev '-' 1 1 1  b ,  fre<.-'. . ' . 

Fron1 c he voice:, that a r  - �·i l l 1ng to speak 
to ) ou , you lea rn that p1;opi are frightened . 
So n1any people ha\ e di appea red and the 
'ovemher 1 99 1  mJs 3 L re ar anta Cruz has 
h3.ken C\ <::ryone The army ren1a ins  

undefeated and i t s  :.dded rolumn of sp ies 
apparent ly outnumber eaLh Ea'>t Timorese 
family t\vo to one 

Here oppression has a darker ,  h idden 
mean ing I t  1 s  the .si le nces that peak of  the 
blood and pa in of -.tn1ggle }{ n1an t ica l ly, 
E::i�t Tirnore e act i \ 1 ts 1 n  the outside \\'Orld 
n1a y v:an c  to hear of defiance , struggle and 
·1ctones But  t;\ h1le u\..h resistance ex i�ts . i t

1s not immedia tely appa rent in e\ ery<lJy l ife : 
the smoky hear seem� ! aced \\ 1 t h  te rror ::in<l 
'-1lence . 

\X'a lk 1 ng the strec:ts of Dil i .  in  the \V ide 
open sp,1ce , the large roads clear for the 
tru\..k" , rou feel  you :-ire v..·a lking in the 
footsteps of tht dead - the 200 ,000 
'fimorese ,vho have been k il led for \vant in 
to be free a nd ,, ho ha\ e left the st re ts of 
Ol l i  \\'ith the ir • hadO\\'S a nd ghosts. 

Despite It  be:.iu ly and ca ln1 ,  ,r is a fearfu l  
place. 1·here 1 a poignant '>ense of 
unnatu ra lness cre,1ming in the b:ickgrou nd 
On the street people are too fnghtencd to 
ta lk to ) ,u . t J l k ing to you n1ean a ·isit from 
the a rmy. I r  n1 rnber the f,. ce runnjng a \vay 
-.cared as I :isked for duect t<)n . Tho e who 
do pe k to ) ou could h -;pie ready to trap 
, ou WJlk 1ng a long the \\'ater' ('.dge , t he 
t ranquil fi h ang boats  Jre under r he n1 ighry 
pr ence of he mi l ita ry ships v..· i th their 
guns po1nt<:d 1 11\va rds towards the bav . 

Resl tan ' 1 1  ·:1st 'f1mor \"', ou ld �ppear 
nor to pr \ 1d the ti re" ork di pla1 aga inst 
oppre- 10n thar ou r te le\ 1sion scr - ·n  · shov.• 

the tn..1ggle tt1k1n ., place 1 n  South Afnca 
or Pal · t ine 'et 1 n  the unrernarkabl ne. s 
of \ e!') d., \ hfe ou get th'= feel ing that 

m th tn r ,nark. hie ls taking pl ce . 
B hind th  1r  -.. i lenr , CJ lm exterior and the 
1 .. n curt 1n < f un ed lance, people are 

or ·1ng i nd st inel\ . nd dr . min f 
dom 

Eyew i tness a ccount 

'\; h n ,  1u .isk t llen1 aboul tlie i r  I i, •s , t hey 
think ) OU \ '.i nt lo lit:.i r n1eth 1n 1 
pecta . u lar - rJ le of bruta l repress ion 1Jr 

of b. nn..:rs fo, l reedom being u nl urled C\ l:f)'
day in fu l l  \ tC\\ of the v. orld ·n1ey forget 
to te l l  you u the hu rn , l !a t ing daily re.i l i t y  of 
cht ckpo1nt , of the passes everyone has to 
carry, of hO\V th r a re register ·d ,i nd 
counted as they enter or leave e, cry · i l lagc 
and tov,n . Only after que�uons d > they ta lk 
about the rapes by old1e r and the b::1b1es 
born or v. o,nen I e 1ng ta ken away for s1.!r. ice 
fro1n hu b3nd� and chi ldren.  To defend and 
protect t herns  · Ives the East Ti1nor 
despera te ly need ou r sohdanty. 

Tov.rn and vi l lages een1 l ike is land 
among 1. sea of oldiers . Soldiers are 1n 
doorways , 1 n  shops , �trutt ing the sLr ets , al
bus ta t ions and on the buses . Ahvays 
armt:<l , t hey dominate t he people i n1< 
s i lence .  

Bu t  t he \ 0 1ce� tha t  a re br�, \ e enough to ' 

rrust and speak to in ours1der, te l l  of \\ ha t  
l ies behind th :H si l ence. They ta lk  of the
East Ti n 1orese people's need for the v.·orld
to devote p roper attent ion to the i r  cont inued
sufferi ng The 5Jnta Cruz mas acre has
sho,.vn the:111 tha t  they a re su l l  k 1 l l cd in pite
of rhe pr<: l nee r f the ·orld - camerat. ,  and
that ,  n< > !. ,\ Hh'it<1nd1ng a rnornentary
expr ., 1 0 11 ot d 1sgruntlemen1 , th "' \vorld 

·e 1 ns tn Ll fl)' on JS b lore . ifr w n1uch
more su ffenng can tlic.:::y endure \\·hen ,vhen 
the u ts idt ,, orld doe - not sc:en1 to nou e 1t? 

� 1nce Xa nJna Gusmao' · arn.:st the 
'[in1orese feel I t  1s up  to rhe 1 nternat 1onal 
comn1 un 1 ty to dra,v attent ion to h is  p l ight 
dur ing h i s  tn:1 1 .  For l h� East Timon: e,  
Xanana shou ld be a focu of auenl ion just 
as � · Ison t-.tande l a  \vas in South Africa . But 
th i, is  no,\ up to u 

People s.1 1d  that the situation no'C\· \.Va i n
.some \Vays v:orse than in  the past r n  the 
past ,  repre sion had b1:en expllc1t ,  brutal  
and bloody and had cost thou ands of l ives . 
Nov.· n \\'J 'i  rnure in 1dious .  but no less 
perva · ive . People are being sl lfled . Their 
la nguage and 1..u l tu re is be ing taken over, 
replaced 1n  chool, by t hose of Indonesia .  
Thou.;ands of t rans1n 1gra nts are being 
encouraged to \\ ork and l ive 1 n  East Tin1or, 
in a n10, e " h i h i no different from rhe 
oppres n e ,enJernent polic ies of the Jo;raeh 
go, ernmt:nt .  

.\1ost sh ps .1 re o�·ned by the e 
ne\,·co1ner , en unn that Ti1nore e 1nonev 
goe· el ·e\\ h re The enlers come fro� 
Flores ,  ·uh�\\ e. , and Bah .  pa'\vns to the 
Indone 1::in le:1der · h 1p'� policy of 
annexa t1 >n . \\ hole Ytlla"'es a re tran p lanted 
\'-' Ith nc:\\· f cihues . tin roofs and anific1al 
streets bre3 k the T1n1ore e tradit ional 
�nder·tan<1 1ng f the land of V\'h.ich they 
tonn pan 

'I hr<Jugilou t · ,! 'i t  1 1fl 01 p<.:ople 'c.:: P

h · 1ng rou nd -d up  rando1nly - 1n V1qu que , 
Baueau , !. :.1na t uto ,  S,un • ·rh I ndon "S1;in 
g , emo1cnl soughr to pre ent th is as proof 
1 hat p · pl \\ere su rrenJ1.::nng a nd that the 
resi tanc , <,( (,  brok n ,  1n a fu rther t:!Ton to 
funher den1ora l i  e thi.: 1 imorese ,i nd l ie t 
the >, 0rlcl 

The people thal d id peak ,  ,._ l"fe tt: l l 1ng 
the v.·orld to do rnt.":th 1ng But as t he ma1or 
international  po"- trs pu.sh for Cn i red 
Nalion action on Iraq I ndonesia 1s be ing 
a ! lo,ved to silence sy.>temat ic.1 l ly  Ea st Timor .  

As I i ft E:i;,t Tunor, I felt as 1f I v.·as 1n  a 
corridor r,et"'' "en t�'o ,vorlds, that I ,vas 
cariying the T:ast Timore e people ·s <;tory 
a�vay. I f l t  for for a l l  t he ex i les �vho cou ld 
not go ho1ne. 

What tuturi; for East T 1mor? 

F A R E A S T E R N  E C O !  O M I C  R E V ! E vV

Indon 1a has en tered into a US$5 mfl­
lion contract h'i.th the US public relations 
finn Burson-Mar teller to help improve the 
country s numan-ngnts and enVU'Onmen­
tal image. Sources say the company will be 
tasked vvitl1 the job of presenting govern­
ment views on issues ranging from human 
rights, the environment and the situation 
in the former Portuguese colony of East 
Timor - all areas where Jakarta has come 
under increasing criticism from Western 
aid donors. Another U public relations 
firm, Hill and Knowlton, has been helping 
Jakarta present the government's economi _ 
reform programmes for som vears. 
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