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Dear DpDr Gomez,

Further to our conversation yesterday we are writing to inform
you about recent events that have been taking place in East
Timor with respect to preparations for the now cancelled visit
by the UN/Portuguese Parliamentary Delegation, and to urge you
to stress to the Portuguese government the importance of
reversing their decision to cancel this incredibly important

and timely visit.

As I mentioned on the telephone, we are three filmmakers who
were present in Dili during the shooting vof the two Timorese
men in the Motael Church at approximately 2.30 am on the
morfiing of Monday, October 28.

We witnessed events prior to the shooting, and in the hours
immediately afterwards, and believe that the ' Indonesian’
authorities issued a press release admitting responsibility
for the killings only as a result of our presence, and
recognition that they would suffer severe embarrassment as a
result of our eye-witness account of hearing gun-shots and
alarm bells.

Our account directly contradicts their initial assertion that
there was a riot, the police were summoned at the Church’s
request, and the two men were killed by stones and knives. We
are absolutely certain that there was no riot, and in fact we
watched people being summoned by alarm bells ringing at the
Church for over half an hour with great urgency and vigour.

Moreover, we were present at the Motael Church that same
afternoon, recording on video a church service by a priest who
is known to be sympathetic to the Timorese people, and on the
night of the killings had provided haven to some Timorese
people who had felt their lives threatened by the military.

During our stay in East Timor -between October 23 -30, we
witnessed this event and many others, and received information
and accumulated evidence which confirms without doubt that the
consequences of the cancellation of the visit will be
absolutely devastating to the East Timorese people, who
believe that the visit is the first genuine indication that
the international community is finally taking an interest in
their plight.



The following information details events which have

OCcured in East Timor in preparation for the wvisit Se;retl
no?e that many of these incidents are still occurin. o
Write, and will continue irrespective of whethg gl
delegation’s visit takes place. i -

We also believe that the only way these abuses of human right
€an be curbed would be by the long-term presence of objecgivs
foreign observers who would monitor events to ensure tha?:
further atrocities do not take place without some form of
accountability and scrutiny.

i MILITARY PRESENCE

—_—

The presence of the military is absolutely overwhelming, and
is evidenced in every village, town and roadside throughout

the island.

We were told there are now 94 Dbattallions of soldiers
stationed in East Timor, with additional artillery, tanks and
other military equipment which has been brought in as part of
the preparations for the visit. This is over and above the
documented 10,000 troops which have been maintained on the
island for the last 16 years, apparently to control 200

Fretilin anti-integrationists.

In the small town of Bacau alone, we were told nine (9) new
battalions have been installed outside Baucau for monitoring

the 100km stretch of road between Baucau and Viqueque.

We witnessed truckloads of soldiers trundling through the
streets of Dili, battalions exercising in village squares,
massive freighters 1in Dili harbour for unloading heavy
military vehicles, and all along the road throughout the
island we saw small squadrons of soldiers moving either openly
or surreptitiously through the bush in full camouflage

uniform.

In village squares and military compounds we saw local
Timorese force-marched and assembled. In some instances it
appeared they were being trained in military style display
marching and in other villages we saw locals being addressgd
in large groups by military personnel, or overseen in their
work in the rice-paddies or road gangs by soldiers.

To conceal evidence of their presence, we were also told ?he
military are dumping all disused military equipment which
indicates previous military engagements in the sea in remote
areas. Thus all evidence of the past 16 years of war has been

effectively removed.



IRVEILLANCE AND INTINIDATIO
We have enclosed a document which details the extent of the
SeCret surveillance and initimidation tactics which are
Currently being imposed on the indigenocus Timorese.

Our observations and communications with the few Timorese who
Were prepared to risk their lives to talk to us entirely
Verifies the information in this document. We also witnessed
Open intimidation of indigenous Timorese, and experienced
constant surveillance and interrogation by individuals who
wWere very obviously non-Timorese, and in some instances openly
admitted that they were from other islands in Indonesia. They
were the only people who spoke to us openly, and they were
very identifiably Indonesian in their dress, physical features
and apparent afflvence.

The few Timorese people who did speak to us to provide street
directions etc admitted that they were in danger in being seea
to be speaking to us. One young man actually said, *I must go,
we’'ve been having meetings that tell us we cannot speak to
you. It's getting dark now and my life is in danger.* As we
walked away we saw this young man was immediately physically
grabbed and guestioned by other men who had been watching him

talk to us.

In another instance a young girl attempted to present us with
@ tape cassette, but stopped out of fear of surveillance and
reprisal.

We witnessed individuals speaking into communication devices
Secreted in their clothing (ie. shirts, jackets etc). We also
noted many vehicles and taxis with crudely painted wooden
number plates that could be removed and changed to avoid
identification of the car, and other four (4) wheel drive cars
with dark tinted windows and spotlights which pointed towards
the side of the road and footpaths.

These wvehicles were drivemn by non-Timorese who would yell
greetings at us and follow us as we walked down streets inm
Dili. On the morning of the Motael Church killings we observed
many of these wehicles cruising the streets, along with taxis
and individuals on motor-bikes. Given the 9pm curfew which had
resulted in us being forced to walk back to our hotel because
of the absence of taxis earlier in the evening, we found this
preponderance of traffic both curiocus and disconcerting.

We have also received information that in all the houses ia
Dili up to two (2) or three (3) soldiers have been installed
to monitor the household and ensure that no covert activity
takes place in the form of organisation of demonstrations
against integration during the delegation’s visit, and to
closely observe and control the local population from withins
their owm homes.
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%n CONTROL OF THE EAST COAST

.. -€ We were in Baucau we received information that 50 metre

P1ts have been dug in the beach five (5) kilometres from the
Village. The purpose of these pits is to bury the people who
are targetted for reprisals after the delegation’s visit. we
Were told similar pits have been dug in the beaches near Dilj
and other coastal townships.

We were also told that many people in Baucau with Portuguese
Names have disappeared without trace. Up to 18 had disappeared
in the two weeks prior to our arrival, and many witnesses had
Seéen these people taken from public places such as the market,
No reason has been given for their disappearance.

The other information we received in Baucau was that the local
People are terrified of any form of contact in public places
because crowd infiltrators move among the people, secretly
injecting them with needles. People who have been injected in
this way have subsequently become ill and died.

s PROPAGANDA AND ANTI-PORTUGAL MEETINGS
We were told the military have been holding reqular meetings
in village squares whereby the local population are harangued
with threats and anti-Portugal propaganda. They are also given
deliberately misleading information about the delegation’s
visit...long before the visit was cancelled they were given
daily bulletins claiming the Portugal had cancelled the visit,
or that there was talk of a referendum over self-
determination, and then that Portugal had cancelled the

referendum.

The intent is obviously to confuse the people, and to impose a
form of psychological torture, knowing how much importance the
Timorese people are placing on the visit and the publicity it
would be receiving from world press.

During these meetings the local people are forced to chant
pro-integration slogans. They are told they cannot have any
contact with foreigners on pain of punishment or death, they
must fly Indonesian flags from their homes and they must
perform dances and songs for the foreigners which indicate
their pleasure in being integrated with Indonesia and
resentment at ‘interferance’ by Portugal and other countries.

We witnessed one of these meetings in the small mountain
village of Maubisse, where a nine (9) day fair has been
organised to coincide with the visit. A compound has been set
up which is lined with stalls showing Indonesian political
propaganda and selling appropriated Timorese art. From 6am to
llpm the local people are being forced to dance and sing by
the military stationed in Maubisse, who took our visit as an
opportunity to hold a dress rehearsal for events that would
have presumably taken place during the visit by the
delegation.



Sgu:heotflfternoon of our arrival in Maubisse we were taken on a
s the- fé}lr by. the 1local Chief of Security. He
3Ceniqn.len.tly invited himself to accompany us to take some
= C Pictures of Mt Ramelau. We were not given any choice
about !?rhether we desired his presence, and in fact we found it
lIflp<?881ble not to be accompanied by either him Oor other
Military personnel.

We arrived back in the village at exactly the time that a
Meeting was taking place in which the people were being
harangued and forced to cheer and chant pro-integration
Slogans. We were immediately surrounded by police and military
and ushered from the car by the Lieutenant of the local
battalion into a restuarant where we were forced to eat with
the soldiers and police until the meeting was finished.

Later in the evening we were guided around the fair, and the
local people were made to dance for our video camera, sing
Songs and generally perform. This continued for several hours,
and we observed that the people were being forced to sleep in
the township, rather than return to their homes.

We were profoundly shocked by the treatment of the local
people by the military during this ‘cultural display”’.
Although it was only Day 2 of the nine (9) day fair, the
Timorese people were already showing signs of total
exhaustion, and the military herded them around and forced
them to perform for us as if they were puppets or playthings,
who could be manipulated through command and threat.

S.  MISAPPROPRIATION OF INTERNATIONAL AID
The most obvious impression upon arrival in East Timor is of
the Timorese people’s extreme poverty and starvation. Along
the east coast they live in arid resettlement villages where
there is very little subsistance farming.

In the mountains their villages are surrounded by hillsides
which have been deliberately burnt for kilometres (we were
told this was done by the military to clear away foliage that
could conceal gquerillas), and reduced into blackened, denuded
slopes littered with destroyed rice paddies and abandoned
coffee plantations.

We were told the Indonesian military deliberately maintain
this poverty and denundation of farming areas in order to
justify the Indonesian government’s requests for aid from
international human rights organisations.

The money that has been received in the past has not been
allocated to the people, and in fact has found its way into
the pockets of the military authorities who have already
appropriated the Timorese people’s land and businesses,
reducing. t_hen to the status of labourers on the roads, bridges
and administrative buildings which are proudly displayed as
evidence of how Indonesia has brought development to Timor.




It
icsan2§1Vi:':1 1mportance that Portugal revokes itas decinion
Timore @ visit by the Parliamentary Delegation., fThe
se PGOPle believe their very survival against deliberate
i tirely depends on this visit and some expression nf
| nterest in their plight by the international community,

WQ note Portugal s concern over censo l"ﬂh.ip and l’(’.‘prisﬂlﬂ t.hﬂt;
have been taking place in preparation for the visit, which
would appear to negate any positive outcome from the
delegation’s mission.

However, we must emphasise that the repression will continue
unabated, regardless of whether the visit takes place or not.

The Timorese people are fully aware that these reprisals will
take place, but are nevertheless prepared to risk their lives
to make contact with the outside world, simply s0 that some

form of dialogue can take place.

If the arguement over Jill Jolliffe’s inclusion in the
delegation is allowed to cause the cancellation of the visit
the interpretation will be that Portugal and the UN have used
this arguement as an excuse to irrevokably turn their backs on
the situation in East Timor, and the sense of betrayal which
will be felt by the Timorese people will be incredibly

profound.

Morover, the violations of human rights which have been
occuring for the last 16 years by the Indonesian military
occupiers will be essentially vindicated, with the inference
that they can be allowed to continue with the tacit consent of
Portugal and the rest of the international community, without

any form of protest or accountability.

In this way the lives which have already been lost in the
lead-up to the visit will have been sacrificed for no purpose.

The political consequences for Portugal with the cancellation
of the visit are very alarming and should be noted. The
Indonesian military authorities are capitalising on the
cancellation of the visit to denegrate Portugal’s political
‘face’ with the international community by inferring that
Portugal is "afraid" to visit East Timor.

To prove this point we have enclosed a copy of an article that
appeared in the Indonesian Times on October 29 which outlines
Indonesia’s obvious contempt for Portugal's position, and the
manner in which Indonesia is interpreting the circumstances
behind the visit to the world press.

Again, we urge Portugal to respond to this flagrant abuse of
its interest and concern over the situation in East Timor.




usion we urge not only Portugal but also the United

C and all international human rights organisations to
Consider our

t . *FPOXt and take immediate action to resolve the
€rrible tragedy that is East Timor today.

In conc]
ations

in a noose that has tightened to 3
ented in the history of a nation that
as already undergone the most tragic violations of human
rights to have taken place since World War II.

For the sake of those who are prepared to accept their own

eéxtermination if it means the world will at least recognise
their horror, we urge you to take immediate action.

Yours sincerely,

B
> - %LM

Gina Roncoli Lois Randall Francisco Vidinha
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INDONESIANS FORM 1IN  EAST

TIM

INTIMIDATIONS' GROUPS

According to informations from the Resistance inside of East Tisor, Indo-
nesian's authorities are forming in the territory different groups of intimid-
ation to prepare the visit of the Portuguese parliesmentarians to East Timor ,

The groups are as following :

'"Regu Gelap"” is a group composed by guerrillas who were captured by Indo-
nesian soldiers and obliged to work to the Indonesians in order to bave the -
righfﬂfo be alived , The aim of this group is, to eliminate physically Xanana
Gusmao, the guerrillas commander, before or during the visit, The group is
also ordered to gather informations about the Ilesistance and channeling to the

Indonesian Intelligence and to practice"misterious executions™ to Timorese who
g P

are considered as dangerous, traitors and subversives to the Indonesians,

" Regu Railakan ", is a group formed by young illiterated people who are
instructed to provoke disturbances,threatening people before and during the
visit of the Portuguese Parliamentarians delegation to East Timor, The group
is headed bx a Timorese,Tome Felipe Gama , 3 i

"Megu Ninja-Petrﬁs", is composed by Indonesian soldiers , The group is
equipped with sophisticated materials such as pistols Mar's Mar,radios HT ,
binoculars, tapes, cameras aﬁd videos Sony HIS, They wear also masks to cover
their faces and armed with knivéa and axes ,

They act during the night by cars without licence plate , The task of the
group is to kidnap and eliminate people involved with the Resistance ,

INDONESIANS SEND TIMORESE TO INDONESIA

At least 465 young Timorese were sent to Indonesia to work in the fact -
ories of General Suharto's daughter Siti Hardjanti Nuklana (Mbah Tutut) . The
Indonesian government stated that the measure was taken,to end the unemploye-

went in East Timor , llowever the Resistance said that young people are sent
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'm mﬁt againat the Indonesian's preasnes  in
H m Parliameatary: mmnu'- viaih | Many

TIMORESE DISMISSED FROM  THEIR JONS

Toenty twe Timorese working to the Indonestan publie Tastitutions aa 3
CAVAL servant were dismissed by the “Bast Timer Provineial Government®

The reasen of their disminsal in that they ecollaborate with PREPILIN |
The "Provincial Gevermment® fasued four dimmiasal deoisions on the 1AL and
A180h June . The dismissal decinions were addvessed to nine eivil serventa in
Liguise distriet, six vivil sevvants in the Bobonare's diatriet, one peveon
An Dilits distriet and seven pervacns in Viguegue's diateies,







Subject. »
: * "ANZAC DAY - wear black for East Timor”
Falto: Sat, 24 Apr 1999 10:27:53 +0930 A N 2 AC DA’ Y
fom: Rob Wesley-Smith <rwesley@ozemail com.au>
tion: Australians for a Free East Timor (AFFET) /Troppo Rural Consuiting ( qqq

To: rob AFFET Darwin <rwesley@ozemail.com au>

.ng- !
y M‘aclﬂ.llop Institute of East Timorese Studies (Susan Connelly)

A RELEASE: "ANZAC DAY - wear black for East Timor"

The Jrowi _ : . ;
Presen Wing understanding in Australia of the history of East Timor has
o nDted the Australian public with a major dilemma.

the one hand, all Australian Governments since 1975% have recognised

In : . !
p°§°neslan Sovereignty over East Timor, and therefore all decisions and
Cles Undertaken in the name of the Australian people have been based

?“O:;h:; Principle. i N _

have € other hdpd, Austrnllan§ are reallslng_that th? EasF Timorese
hever recognised the legality of Tndonesian rule and have suffered

P;ﬁrﬁsurablv as a result. (The UN hasn't recognised it eipher).

‘ 1? disquier at our Government's handling of all East Timor issues is
m°“ﬂt1nq. There is general acceptance that Australia's response to the
;“dﬁnesian treatment of the population has been unacceptably soft

oug@out the years.

: 1S a major defining symbol of Australia. It expresses for an
SVerwhelming number of people the essence of "Australianness". It also
forms the Australian spirit, with each new generation trying to
understand and live the ideals.

The particular significance of Anzac 1in relation to the East Timorese is
Ehat these people died in their tens of thousands in the last World wWar
at the hands of the Japanese as a direct result of their friendship
towards Australian soldiers. The Government of the time told them that
We would never forget them. The subsequent history of Australia's
refusal to honour that promise is surely prophesied by Leon Gellert,
when he wrote of that other greal slaughter and sacriflice,

"....there's an unpaid, waiting debt...." (Anzac Cove)

This Anzac Day is the eve of the departure of the Prime Minister, the
Foreign Minister and the Defence Minister for Bali, where they will
Speak IN OUR NAME to their Indonesian counterparts. WE CALL on all
Australians of good will to WEAR SOMETHING BLACK ON SUNDAY 25 APRIL,
1999, to mourn the dead, to support the East Timorese and to say to our
elected representatives, "Don't sell East Timor short again.”

We ask you, the media, to take up this call and through your newspapers,
radio and television networks, to broadcast this challenge. A suggested
wording follows. We expect some flak, but we can wear it. Some have
suggested that we are "over the top" in our response to East Timor;
view of the anniversary, a Freudian slip if ever there was one). We
believe that the simple gesture of wearing something black on Anzac Day
will give ordinary Australians a way of saying something, doing
something, in this frustrating, confusing and frightening mess.

(in

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Susan Connelly Josephine Mitchell Manuel Viegas

ANZAC ALIVE!

For 100 years Australians have fought for freedom all over the world.
East Timor lost at least 40,000 people during World War 11 for simply
protecting Australian soldiers. !
gast Timor has lost at least 250,000 people since 1975 resisting the
Indonesian occupation.

EAST TIMOR (S FIGHTING FOR 118 LLIWVK 4
fet's continue the Anzac tradition and stand up for our friends:
WNEAR SOMETHING BLACK ON ANZAC DAY

#to remember all who died for freedom and
sto send a message to vur Government: .
“Remember our friends, the East Timorese. Don't sell them short again.

purther info: Mary MacKillop Institute of East Timorese Studies
ph 02 9623 2847 fax: 9623 1573 e-mail: mmiets@nareg.com.au

s N8 in Darwin at invitation of Darwin RSL 2 East Timorese who helped
 australian Commandcs in WW2 will lay flowers at the dawn service in
*...bt"ef fallen comrades. RW-S 89832113 0419 807175 24 Apr 99

24/04/99 10 3¢
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Why Target Paul Keating ?

East Timor Week

a st 1994 S
Darwin 15th - 21lst Augu i 1999
Paul Keating has been in Australian ALP gover terni:ar more than
a powerful member from 1983-92, and Prime Mj.n&is Taions to breach
2 years. He has been party to their immoral ecd 10 Resolutions
the UN Charter and Human Rights Declarations, f&ngast Simor.
from 12/12/75 telling Indonesia to get out o

ters,
Since being PM we have attenpted to get him to Ching:ith ngt; book
faxes, attempted meetings, presenting him and Anita and so on,
'TELLING East Timor' by Michele Turner, mild de"f"overnment's
have only produced an insulting reaffirmation of his g e e aat
desire for closer links with Indonesia at the expensa O
Timorese. He denies their right to self-determination.

e not anti-Indonesia, in fact we believe that the liberation
::; z-:st Timor will occur at the same time as the liberation of
the Indonesian people from the dictatorship of the Suharto
military junta. Indonesia was created as a liberal democracy,
but Suharto took over in 1965 with a bloodbath of about 2m
people. His invasion on 7/12/75 and occupation of East Timor
has caused over 300,000 war related ET deaths, (& 50,000+
Indons), total abrogation of human rights, and untold misery.
If Keating/Evans/Ray wish to dispute this in any way, we will be
happy to debate them, this week in Darwin or anytime.

Australia's sorry history over East Timor - highlightas:

1942: 400 Or Commandos occupy ET, and with great local support

kill 1500 Japanese for 40 own, but over 40,000 ETse slaughtered

in reprisals, Do we owe ET?

1975: Indon invaders kill ETse, also Balibo 16/10/75 & Oz

Journalists murdered, never protested or explained to now.

7/12/75: Full scale Indon invasion, Oz comp licity??

17/7/76: After bloodbath to then of 100,000, Indons declare ET
incorporated, tacit support 0z.

1976: Oz hinders UN Envoy, arrests medi-aid mission,

Jan 1978: Oz recognises Indon annexation, confirmed as de
by the Timor Gap talks starting 1979,

1983:; 5/3 ALP elected, 18/8 Hawke grovels in Jakarta

e E 2;{8/?3 3-55'0 ETse massacred at Kraras. '

S: eating/Evans/Ray: ~ joint lorat
minimise Indon Human Rights violnafxgubvurtogsof;ortmr Sep odl,
Indons for Human Rights, sl Ve hressure on
g ' ag off against Pllger's film p
a Nation, unstinting praise of Suharto, 0z/1nd PRIN R
involvement, Dili Massacre 12/11/91 only * ' by Tl tary

Bishop Belo's cries for support to end the ii?ri:;tizi;“ ' Liqnin;
+. Lovely

Jjure

NO BLOOD FOR OIL! SHAME op K ! SHAME
eat
** FREE EAST TIMOR NOW ** a8
Join Us ET Action Group Box 2155 Darwin PhFax 83211
3
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East Timor Week

: t
Darwin Program (Monday 15th - Sunday 21st August)

Monday 15th Free for preparations a_lnd stu
Tuesday 16th University NT Casn, Auditorium Bldg 35
7.00 pm Timorese Dancers e
7.30 gm John Pilger Film "Death of a Nat:.onT
(a Blue Stocking Week event with Stud_ents for ET)
Wednesday 17th Indonesia's so-called National Day
830«mFlag and effigy burning Indon Consulate
(INDONESIA, GET OUT of EAST TIMOR! and West Pap
Thursday 18th (Hawke grovelling in Jakarta Day)
5.30 pm Opening of new absurd Parliament House.

& 7.30 their dinner '

ua)

* Friday 19th 8.30am Parliament House for DEMO
9-9.30 Keating and Premiers arrive
"Keating/Australian Government: Support East Timor NOW"

Saturday 20th 4.30 East Timor "Tetun School”
9.30 Old Workers Club, McMinn St

"Darwin to Dili Dance"

Featuring the "PECKAS" and "Ilimanu" (=undefeated)

Sunday 21st _Cﬁtholics for a Free East Timor - Pray?

HEH! WHO'S

Support East Timor Week,




Fast Timor Coalition - Darwin
Phones (61 89) 832113 B55678 275478 482010

27th October 1995

Box 2155 Darwin 0801

Media Release

—

Torture details of boat people asylum seekers
show the realities for East Timorese in
Operassi SAPU RATA ('eliminate'), the
current Indonesian military offensive .

We present to you the details of experiences of the boat people asylum seekers presently residing
in Darwin on bridging visas. They are here to testity about the human rights violations in Timor
and a summary of their experiences is attached. Also here to talk is Mr Pat Walsh, Human

Rights officer of ACFOA. The latest news from East Timor about the current offensive by

Indonesia follows.

A major offensive is under way against East Timorese both in the cities and in the mountains.
Large numbers of extra troops and equipment have been poured in to reinforce the 20 plus
battalions ( admitted to by Gareth Evans) already present . Repression and terror in the urban
areas seems to have reached a peak not seen since the "Dili Massacre".

wo (President Soeharto's son -in -law) the instigator of the 'Ninja' terror squads and
ABRI{hard man' is associated with previous drives to stamp out opposition to Indonesian rule. He
is currently training troops in the area of Aileu and Ermera for a major offensive - Operasst
SAPU RATA (‘eliminate') .In the Viqueque area alone there are 4 army battalions nos 327, 328,
413 and 406, plus Nangalla units, Kodim and support units. In the Ermera area there are §

battalions.

Colon

he latest wave of repression is timed to coincide with the 4th anniversary of the Dili Massacre
and the 20th anniversary of the invasion. It is almost certainly aimed at squashing any local
reaction to these anniversaries and may also be a reaction, o over-reaction, to sustained and
mounting criticism of Indonesia internationally. The Indonesian military may seriously hope to
"el:mm_ate- all E:ut Timorese opposition once and for all although similar attempts in the past
have failed. Previous attempts have invariably resulted in chronic and wide-seale human rights

abuse.



News Summary East Timor: October 1995

September : Tension and disturbances throughout East Tin'wr sparked off by deliberate
Indonesian provocations to the Catholic Church of East Timor.

9 October: Indonesian military intelligence (INTEL) arrest $obi Xa_w'er (aged 21). Timore-sc .
youth demonstrate in front of INTEL headquarters demanding Xavier's release. 3pm. Xavier is

released.

10 October: INTEL agents attack the suburb of Matadouro in the early hours of the morming and
kill Francisco Sertorio and Salomao Araujo. Sertorio's head and limbs are severed from his body.
Provocations by Indonesian transmigrant agesnt provocateurs _fc?llow leading to clashes with
pro-idependence East Timorese youth. Riot police and two military battalions are deployed on the
streets of Dili. Three Indonesian officers sent to negotiate with the Timorese are temporarily held

hostage.

11 October: 8.00pm.Shooting started all over Dili ; to date 5 killed, many wounded and at least
70 arrested. Five of the dead have been identified :

Francisco Sertorio (aged 16 years) of Matadouro suburb

Salomao Araujo (aged late 40's) of Manleuana suburb

Francisco Soares of Santa Cruz

Domingus Ameu of Santa Cruz

Amilcar Goncalves of Santa Cruz g

11 October The Timorese people of Colmera, Villaverde, Becora and Santa Cruz, in order to try
to protect themselves from the military patrols and attacks, begin to erect barricades in some
streets. Continuing violence.

15 October: continued hunting of youths and resistance members throughout Dili. Around 300
people arrested to date. On arrest East Timorese are routinely bashed, and as well, often
tortured.

16 October: 30 young boys were taken from inside a Canossian convent on a Sunday. Twenty
young men were taken from the Hera polytechnic school to Polwil (Police HQ) in Comoro. At
least 20 taxa drivers have been seized.

lBOctobamTELgotothehomeothﬁsBarretobutonﬁndinghimnotthmbeaﬂﬁsw&,
smashthehousecontems,andtakehis4yearoldsontopﬁson.

End of October: l4knownki]led;over4OOM&
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Summaries of tortures of 3 recently amived
East Timorese asylum seekers

Vietim (1) Male in his early twenties, has not seen his father for 20 years, was involved
with resistance activities and demonstrations since at least 17 years of age, and therefore was
under constant surveillance by the Indonesian occupation intelligence services (Intel).  He
wWas in a friend's house one night when the military came at night, broke down the door. used
an iron bar to beat the man's pregnant wife in the belly, beat the man, slashed his face with
a razor blade, stripped him, dragged him outside for more beatings, and took him away. A
gun was fired next to his friend's father who came to talk to the military.

After this, victim (1) went into hiding, mainly sleeping in the bush. He escaped once from
a group of soldiers, and his mother was interrogated about his whercabouts.  He was in the
Motael church 2 weeks before the Dili Massacre when the military invaded the church and
killed Sebastian Gomez. He hid in the roof of a house to escape and hide until the procession
on that fateful day 12th November 1991 when the world was to see on TV the reality of the

Indonesian butchery that is a frequent event in East Timor.

He was arrested in 1992, but after intervention by the small Red Cross group in Dili was
released with the demand that he spy for the hated Intel. Soon he was arrested again, his
home ransacked, he was stripped and had electric shocks to his fingers and toes. He was
blindfolded and beaten with iron bars, kicked in the face, tied to a wall and kicked in the
chest, told to pray for death and often threatened with it.  He was taken to both the Colmera
and Farol detention and torture centres, questioned and beaten continually, taken to a cliff

blindfolded and told to jump but this proved to be more psychological torture.

He was thrown naked and handcuffed into a tiny dark room, where he found a colleague.

Later others were thrown in too. The beatings continued. After a few weeks 2 friends were
taken out in the middle of the night and have never been seen again since.  After further
weeks he was taken to Bacau and whipped with a stingray tail, and kicked in the legs and
knees such that he has pain there to this day. (He also has chest, shoulder and other pains).

Red Cross was told he was not there.

I ater he was released in Dili under strict surveillance and reporting conditions.  After a year
he escaped to Jakarta, but returned to escort a journalist into the mountains. He and others
were caught again, and he was beaten and gaoled.  Again he was blindfolded and forced to
lic down, heard Intel say to bring a bag so his blood would not make a mess when they
stabbed him. a large rock was dropped and a shot fired near his head, a chair was smashed
on his body, and a pistol poked into his ear. He was placed in a sack and jumped on. He
got very hot and thirsty but was only taunted. Later that day another commandant intervened
and released him from the sack and eventually back into Dili. However he was singled out
for attack by the notorious Ninjas, the para-military organised by Suharto's son in law Col
Prabowo.  So he thought he'd better get out of East Timor while he could!
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He ig a lovely gentle decent man, who has deserved better than this from lite. No Australian
EOVernmen counselling or medical services are available for (his man, but an carly
Qﬂycht)ltnglual assessment indicated depression and anxiety, fear, nerves, pounding hean,
!ecling worthless, low energy, sad and lonely, physical pain, vet resilient character

Vietim (2)

A female also in her carly twenties, from a large family, and took part in the procession that
became the Dili Massacre 12th November 1991, She got hit by police batons, and girlfriends
with her were shot and wounded and a cousin died. She had expected a bullet herself, and
was distressed at her friends being killed yet having no knowledge of where the bodies were.
Later the military threatened her so she hid at home for many weeks. Later she atiended
other demonstrations including one where tear gas was used and a colleague was killed, She
had to attend the Police station to get an identity card and was very fearful and may have

been assaulted.

She had very high anxicly and depression levels on arrival in Australia but these are now
reducing as she feels safe, but is still very sad and worried thinking of her friends and family.
She has dreams and flashbacks, feclings of worthlessness and hopelessness, and needs

supportive care for some time.

Vietim (3)

A male about 20 years old.  He was present at the Dili Massacre but escaped. In the next
few days though he witnessed brutal beatings, and his cousin was tortured in detention. Later
he was arrested and taken to military headquarters, A chair was placed on his feet and the
Indonesians jumped on it, damaging his feet. He was punched and kicked and interrogated
about demonstrations, but then allowed home. A little later his cousin was shot dead by the
military, and he also feels bad because the family does not know where the body is.

At new year this year he was involved in an event where the military got involved in a
dispute and stabbed a friend to death. They felt very angry so that night set fire to the
market stalls. Three friends got shot and wounded and were then summarily hanged. Victim
(3) stayed in hiding since then until he could escape,

|

His psychological assessment was similar to the others, and needs care and security,

ST
M l M

: 1 To summarise:

These reports not only tell us about the tortures inflicted on many people in East Timor today,
but thcy_ point to the way the occupying Indonesian military forces act without regard to
f human nghu_ or normal decent behaviour. Whilst they treat the East Timorese as somehow
l sub-human, it is thugs such as these brutal callous military who arc sub-human. What
proportion of the occupying forces are like this we cannot tell , but it appears to be the
majority. When the corrupt Indonesian military regime falls as fall it must, they will leave
, uhMaMnmol‘mmmedmdticmucdpmple,wlmcmﬁﬁuoﬂﬂhW“
different. From a world which has not helped until now, what can be expected then?
E

(Notes adapted from a speech to be given in Japan in November)




ONE STORY OF TORTURE IN EAST TIMOR
ANTONIO PINTO GOVEIA - Ome of the Timeorese Boat Feogae

I November 1994 Australian writer and long tmme East Timmor activiss mow
h‘wma‘ﬂ“@&; RA Joliffe made arrangements 0 meet w with o Fae Timorese
CORIACt n Jalarta Antomso Govess was chosen as the most capablie youmg mam 2 go
&wﬂﬁ‘}kw he was going on holxdays, met wp with Jolithe m Jalcarta, was v
TmOReY and papers 1 fake dack wath ham o Bast Tumor and arvanged % maeet her agam
m West Timor after she'd wavellad around.

Govesa with three friends was abie %0 get Johfle and her frnend wao Dl by
driving Seough the movntains by am old k. The next day (3ih November) ey
et DAt at Spm o drive © Bacaw They ammived after dark dut soom realised they wese
being followead Managad 0 got the TwWo women out near & badge and Govess wok
them 10 2 small cave undemeath. Govera's fends drove off. Qae of them was ade ©
Jump out of the car further on and disappear but the dniver was caaghe by the sty
pursuers and m his terror told them were the three were hading

Govela was captured at 3am by humself. He was aken © Rad Beret
face and old © il them where the wonsen were ( The mulitary had mformaton o
Dili about the group)

"At the hotel” he kept telling them.

"You Haz, vou hisr, they're not there, we've cheoked”.
A kick o the belly made Govela feel like he was dying but he kept standing up. The
soldiers drageed him w0 2 car and they went searching for Joliffe, who was found
because she put her head up into 2 spotlight not because Govera ld where she was.

He was taken separately back to headquarters and the interrogations bagan
again. “Why are you with these women™
He told them he had met them in Jakarta when he was on holidays and offerad ©
show them around Timor. It appears Joliffe stuck to the same story. He was locked
a tny reom and left there tll the nest night when the soldiers came and got hum at
lam. biindfolded him, tied his hands behind his back and took him wacar. The
f threats of execution began.

"You are going to tell the truth or we wall kill you*. Govela was wemified.
They interrogated him about the guerilla leaders, who had sent him o meet these
women, where did the money come from for the tip..... They drove him around still
blindtolded then got him out of the car somewhere.

*Get the knife” he heard. They sat him down put the point of the knife t hs
back and left it there while the questions continued.

The knife was taken away and he heard someone groan as though he'd been
stabbed. Someone fell down. Was it acted or real? He didnt know. T i

"We've just killed one of your friends. If you don't tell the truth the next person e
to die wall be you." |

Three shots rang out. “Wrap the head in plastic so the blood doesat saell o
tomorrow” he heard then the sound of dirt being thrown as though someone was deing '
buried. ‘

“Now two friends have gone, it will be you next if you continve ying™.
Goveia stuck to his story.so they lay him down as though ready for death. AR DI
“Now you are going to tell the truth” I PR =

I.._A_;._ % A - -p! "
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« and drove him t©

"I've told VOR e‘ﬂ}'thing“,
‘ tallic chime of 2am. A

B Stiny
Thev bundled him into the car saying yout destin}
another place to continue the interrogations.

5 Another car, driven around for a jong time armving n
"Tell us the story or die”

The head military told him if you tell us where
"1 don't know".

Los Palos.

Koni Santana is we'll let vou g0.

that night (Ist December). They

¢ interrogation session began at 7pm ; %
por ” saving Goveia must die if he

showed him a letter signed by the military commander
didn't tell the truth.
*If we don't have the truth say goodbye”. :
They made him sit on the floor and kicked and punched him. A chair was thrown at
himand broken over his head. At lam he was taken to Dili where his hands were
untied but the beatings and kickings continued. A gun was pointed at him and fired.
Govela does not know where the bullet went - he was still alive.
The Red Berets here stood on his face and kickedhim in the head with their boots. His
face no longer felt like a face and he no longer cared whether he lived or died.

~ He was then transported to another building where he was put into a sack. it
Was ted up well and he was dumped into a car. He got very hot and thirsty and asked
for water. .
"No water for you"
He beggad for dirty water or even urine. They put a pistol into his mouth
“This is what you're asking for” L

arrived there. He asked for Govela so ﬂxeytookhimbmofm:;:l:kﬂmh?nhe
drink of Speite and the Commander pretended they had mistakenly i
He was given food but was too sick to eat

Antonio Pinto Goveia 26/10/95
Summanised by J. Conway o
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& Uraent Update on East Timor State of Sieve
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Natonat  Councit ot
Maubere Resistance

Information immediately to hand from East Timor confirms that the present unrest
and the riots are the worst to oceur In the East Timorese capital city of Dill this
year The serious unrest commenced on Wednesday 11 October at 8.00pm
when shooting was heard all over the city of Dill. Recent Information from East
Timor Indicates that the current toll Is In excess of § dead, 17 serlously wounded

and in excess of 70 arrested last night.

Currently available names of the dead are:
Francisco Sertorio (16 years)  from Matadouru suburb

Salomao Araujo (late 40) Manleuana suburb

Francisco Soares Santa Cruz

Domingus Ameu
Amilcar Goncalves 4

Currently available names of the injured are:

Currently available names of the more than 70 arrested are:
Jose Manuel, Aleixo Cobra, Jorge Tailalak; Alau; Abilio: Rui Pedro Lopes

Background
Monday 8 October: Indonesian military intelligence arrested Bobi Xavier, (21) from

the suburb of Matadouru.- this is Bobi's fourth arrest He has a long history of

arrests and torture dating back to when he was 16 years old.
The young people of Matadouru demonstrated in front of the military intelligence

(SGI) headquarters and demanded Bobi's release by 3pm on that day, failing which

f

TV

A



ST TR T N umﬁ', g

‘“ . i & = 4
Prng TR BT e Ton WS TR S 1 o o

T TDUS I iowrg e mﬂu

mwm'msm.mz&wm_m“’

oL N

M:@mw:ﬁn TUTES. TR 0D weT 3 Do wneage
Mmmvmm:\mnmv.wnwm e T I Dpice O
Toowes Sgem et @ Tomss rocs o%oe  Sxoamn Ut WEk W e
R o NEQIIER Wi TR WUt DRODE SR e B
R WY hwshaes B P seoutty O Pe aouts SDIDwWINE  TREGENNT S

I

e O Pe Dhwet B tor Torowse ommuniy aadRes e e
SR e e WESTwMiE T DO BN e Tty IEwws

TES U e 0%

Tesaey 7 Jonte o W o7 o wew TEEt ¢ vest D |RUS
T, D hEc RN TSI . swer TF TIHITT 07 M aooesssews

D BB W PTET T MIONESET MULETES BN TR O T D e
Al sehoRs e SOONET B Stk - ShiR & ES DTIENTS ISR

SE aperts Trweg SiET RHORS EIOTEIMES T WITIRS SN wheT Ree w
SRR Pwy et M 0SS TEC SN o7 D oaoe 3 Sad oF  Tha s what

THWUSSE e o™ P MWUTSS

S Smdhoes DESATT STETWS ONNEW SN vR-anmaaRe oF
mEsses  ws dee ¢ SES Tonor seoweiy ERIMT TMIIEEY DR iR
Eres are e Ses T mosse ohes [T withe TEE Ty delave Pal he
TESETCE I TRECUTETT BTSOT £ 38T 27 & Unsh 0wt 30ast e msamece
e B8 @ © P 2oSShe Ut OF 3o Sek B RN R e
Node Tsac: Do Pe owesy OF te Seon Ong massacwe I Tw
WELST: IESEY T T MESOT T S @ DBLSR R 3 DR mawy
fershe pgars T Sas Trmoess 2T esSROe T3 pam oY e 2w
&t’mwﬂaﬂsath&mb@gwm:“%‘m* _
S Pmdoecs TR JEN vals  TEN TIOT have ol hAww S agan- -

TN vCOUs il a0~

Tt e F nooesaes TRSShe Miley wik T TImeT hawe Draght
TN TAEEY BT eS0T R te Iaw Timocese - SOl oY DRoesRs Shime R
SECRS TSR Milons I Wit  moving e s of e RN peade. e
ST suaror : T TR Ra0NYY shwmens Y te Trime
Mmmmnummuﬂ*”;

E,
!

ARSI | et 2

The Natore Counsi o Sessoe o Eas Temor wquesk Tendl gon — Sl s

e P UN R > -
| _ & R o o

)t
~ay -“5-“:‘.'-- e
LY
J

POOTESE”  JOve e

af




o1 Tiy
< %
STATEMENT ON RELIGIOUS CONFLICTS
C N R M IN EAST TIMOR

= .’
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National Council of
Maubere Resistance

In the last few weeks, the Indonesian government, through the military
paign against the East Timorese

d the people of East

1.
intelligence, has launched an orchestrated cam
bishop of Dili, Dom Carlos Filipe Ximenes Belo the Church an

Timor as a whole.

Now, the Indonesian Religion Minister Tarmizi Taher is visiting the Vatican to seek
Catholic Church pressure on the East Timorese. For years Indonesia has used the
threat of making the situation of Indonesia’s Catholic minority difficult, as a means of
pressuring the Vatican not to unduly cppose the illegal annexation of East Timor.

2. It is possible to trace back the origins of the current campaign against the East
Timorese Catholic Church and its Bishop. In January 1895 there were riots in many
Parts of East Timor which took a new dimension. For the first time in the almost 20
years of occupation, Indonesian civilians (read immigrants) and their properties were
targeted by the people. Street shops and vendors were attacked. Some Indonesian

civilians were killed.

s
13
3
3
2
1
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3. It must be noted that the January 1995 incidents were sparked by the killing of
an East Timorese by Indonesian merchants. There is not one single instance of an
incident provoked by East Timorese,
Most .of the incidents took place in the following sequence: Indonesian military
personnel desecrate a religious object of cult such as stamping on the holy wafer,
insulting a nun, breaking a Virgin Mary statue: the East Timorese react and attack
the offenders; in the ensuing violence, the army intervenes and attacks the East
Timorese. |In every single instance we have been able to identify Indonesian

intelligence agents on the ground instigating the violence.
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4. A question might be asked: what is the interest of the army in instigating the

violence. There are several answers to this simple question.
The hard-liners in the military are not interested in a peaceful settlement of the

conflict. Even the modest and limited idea of granting some sort of autonomy to the

territory with a drastic reduction in the troop  presence, as argued by the local

governor and supported by MFA Al Alatas, is opposed by the military. Their view
is that East Timor is a3 conquered territory and hence the military earned the right to
treat East Timor as a private domain. So as long as the territory remains in limited
turmoil, the  hard-liners have a justification to pursue their one-tack policy of brutal
repression. A lessening of their influence in East Timor is always a dent in their
prestige (after all the army is supposed to be invincible and untouchable) and in
their economic monopoly of East  Timors natural wealth (coffee, sandalwood,

marble, fishing) and lucrative trade.
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S There is another answer: having lost the battle of the international opinion and
now gradually losing credibility on the home front, the hard-liners are resorting to an
old tactic they are good at inatigate ethnic and religious tension and violence to
divert peoples attention from the real issues.

6. Throughout Indonesian history both in the period leading to and after the
Imposition by a bloody military coup of the New Order regime of gen. Suharto,
there were always anti-Chinese violence instigated by the military. In the 1965.66
coup several hundred thousand innocent Chinese  were slaughtered In the 808
there were a serles of church and Chinese shop burning Incidents In Java and
Sumatra, In 1994 there were serlous anti-Chinese Incldents In Medan, Sumatra,

7. The conflict in East Timor has absolutely no ethnic or religious basis, Prior to

the Indoneslan Invasion of Cast Timor, the nearly 700,000 East Timorese, ruled by
Portugal for almost 500 years, were divided In a majority animist, minority Catholics
(30%) Buddhist (the 15,000 Chinese settlers) and a very small Moslem community
of no more than 1,000 East Timorese of Arab descent.
East Timor was extraordinarily harmonious during the Portuguese rule, Even though
the Portuguese fascist state favoured the Cathollc falth as the State religion, there
was never any religious Incldent among the four religlous groups. One might accuse
the Portuguese of neglect, but they never engaged In such callous and
counter-productive tactic in Instigating inter-ethnic and Inter-religious violence,

8. The East Timorese resistance was always gulded by a code of conduct of not
harming Indonesian civillans and the Indonesian government could not show one
single instance where the resistance deliberately targeted Indonesian civilian settlers
even though the latter are willing instruments and participants in the occupation and
rapacious exploitation of East Timor.

9 Why this sudden attack on the Fast Timorese Church and people claiming that
they are intolerant and anti-Moslem? :

10. The Church of East Timor is a model of moderation and tolerance. It has
incurred the anger of the army not because it does not accept other religions. Quite
the contrary, Bishop Belo has a strong relationship with  Rev. Arlindo Marcal, head
of the minority Protestant Church who is also under altack by the army. There is not
mueh on-going relationship between the Catholic Church and the Moslems in East

Timor only because the majority of Indonesians in East Timor are not devout
Moslems

There are thousands of prostitutes brought in by the Army to service the soldiers
and there are thousands of small traders from the nearby islands who in fact are
overwhelmingly Christians. Here we have an army that operates like most armies of
occupation in the middle ages where women are herded to service the soldiers and
this is the army that today uses religion to attack the Church of East Timor, Only a

few thousand are Moslems and the army discourages the local Moslem leaders
from consorting with the bishop,

Bishop Belo has never uttered a word of intelerance against other religions, Quite



t :
Vﬁeﬂgm He 's a very humple man, modest like most of his Salesian order.
be much S appointed in 1983 it was hoped in Jakarta arjd In Rome that he would
La more malleable than his predecessor, the late Bishop Martinho da Costa

PeS. His consecration in Dili was boycotted by most East Timorese priests
because he was perceived to be a puppet of the Vatican and Jakarta.

Just imagine the pain and loneliness he must have endured all these years when
faced with so many conflicting interests and pressure. After all, he turned out to be
such a humble, modest self-effacing and courageous man of the people and public
€nemy number one of the army. That's why the Indonesian army does not tolerate

him and that's why they are now engaged in this vicious campaign.
The East Timorese priests are extremely tolerant, generous and courageous. Most
might be inspired by the Latin America liberation theology and some are theologically

conservative but they all share strong notions of justice and human dignity.

11. The army has the blood of thousands of Moslems in its hands. It is quite
extraordinary that it should pretend now to stand for Islam when in fact it has
massacred thousands of Moslems in Aceh-Sumatra. Countless Moslem women in
Sumatra were raped and murdered by the army in 1983-84 with the full knowledge
of the army high command and not one single soldier or officer was brought to
justice. The infamous massacre of several hundred civilian moslems in Jakarta's
port of Tanjung Priok in 1984 is another major crime of the Indonesian army. The
government has tried to suppress any information about this massacre, which as a

result remains unexposed to this day.

12. Unlike even in China where there is a large foreign presence (journalists,
diplomats, businessmen) and an explosion in the private sector, East Timor must be
the most isolated place on earth. The only foreign presence there consist of three
ICRC delegates. The Church and to some extent the resistance are the only links to
the outside world. The Church is the only institution capable of sheltering the people
physically and morally, the only one around which even the resistance turn to for

protection

13. Few conflicts in the world are so clear-cut and simple as the East Timorese.
Here we have a people with a clear historical identity, invaded and occupied by
another country without a prior and clearly established claim to it. There are no
overlapping, conflicting claims on East Timor by the neighbouring countries. Only
Indonesia stands in the middle between the people of East Timor and self-
determination. It is tragic that the Indonesian occupation  forces are now
irresponsibly attempting to obfuscate the issue by inciting religious conflicts.

Jose Ramos-Horta
October 1885



# “East Timor - my country of
birth and heart”

(This speech was delivered at the
International Youth Camp on Human
Rights and Peace, Kwangju, Korea,
14 - 20 May, 1996 ]

; Mae ho laran diak, or Greetings in my
fatve Tetun language. Thank you for
1€ Invitation to this important gather-
g at which [ am happy to represent
My people of East Timor, my country
of birth just 21 years ago. It is a small
island just north of my present home in
Darwin, Australia, where we live in
hOpe of the expulsion of the Indonesian
military occupiers of our country. I
grew up in Darwin, and attend the
Northern Territory University now
studying Southeast Asian history and
politics and Indonesian language. [ am
president of the Student Supporters of
East Timor in Darwin and in the last 2
years have taken part in humanitarian

and cultural activities in support of East
Timor’s basic human rights.

History and background of East
Timor

Timor is an island 450 km (300
miles) NW of Darwin on the north coast
of Australia. [t is geographically close
to the Spice Islands of the “Indonesia
Archipelago” and was valued for its
Sandalwood so was subjected to inva-
sions and colonisation by greedy Euro-
pean nations. Over 400 years ago Por-
tugal occupied the island but soon the
Dutch occupied the western half so that
Timor had 2 European colonial masters
for a long time. Apart from savagely

putting down uprisings against its au-
thority, the Portuguese rule was benign.

The native language is Tetun but
with several dialects, and Portuguese
was the language of administration for
400 vears. Now the Indonesians ban the
use of Portuguese, and force the teach-
ing of Bahasa Indonesia. East Timor had
more than 12 tribal groups, each tribe
and each family group had their own
jand to look after, their own sacred ob-

by Cesarina Rocha

jects and houses, distinctive traditional
ordinary house designs, and they nego-
tated with neighbours. Animism was
the religious force, with the Portuguese
bringing Roman Catholicism but this
became the main religion only after the
Indonesian invasion when the church
stood alone in support of the people, and
the Indonesia Pancasila edict requiring
belief in ‘God.” Timorese grew Rice on
the valley floors, and upland grew
Maize with many kinds and varieties of
fruitand vegetables, and they harvested
many foods and medicines from the
natural vegetation. Coffee was the cash
crop under the Portuguese. The men
made swords, war and love in that or-
der, while the women wove beautiful
cloth called ‘Tais,’ some of which [ am
wearing. Districts and even families
have their own motifs and designs. The
people love their land and culture.

During World War 2 the Japanese
military forces swept down through
Asia towards Australia. (and even
bombed Darwin many times). In the
territory controlled by the Dutch East
Indies Company the Japanese pushed
out the Dutch and established their own
rule. They trained a Javanese army,
teaching many Japanese military tradi-
tions of that time. A movement for In-
dependence formed, led by such peo-
ple as Sukarmo and Hatta, who declared

[ndependence on 17/8/45, though it

’ e

was another 4 years of struggle

. . K 2 4 i
this was achieved

betore

Japan also invaded East Timor in
early 1942. Japan lost 1500 troops in
1942 to Australian commandos, so bru-
tal reprisals were taken against those
East Timorese who had supported or
who may have supported the Austral-
ians. These Killings and tortures, plus
the starvation caused by the pressures
of war and extra demands for food, re-
sulted in the deaths of about 60,000 East
Timorese from a population of about
600,000. No apology or compensation
has been received by my country pec-
ple to this day. Last year 2 venerable
East Timorese friends of mine came to
Japan to point out these facts, and ask
its help to remove the present brutal
coloniser Indonesia. The best way todo
this is by denying Indonesia its present
massive foreign aid of $2b until it gets
out of East Timor. Please help pressure
Japan to do this.

In 1975 the Indonesian armed forces
invaded my country and established a
brutal and illegal occupation, with
deaths to this day of about 300,000 pec-
ple from its initial population of 700,000.
No human rights exist in my country
today, with arbitrary arrest, torture,
rape, sterilisation, disappearances, mur-
der, theft of property, removal of land
ownership and forced resettlement of
traditional owners, transmigration, de-
struction of the environment especially
the forests and sandalwood almost to-
tally, denial of native language and cus-
toms, and so on. The world has stood
by and watched this happen without
effective intervention of any sort. We
have been brutally colonised by Indo-
nesia, but we resist with all our hearts.

Please help us.

The full scale invasion took place on
7th December 1975. During the next few
months the Indonesian troops executed
about 60,000 of my people. Much of the
population went to live in the mountain-

o
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terior and put u

map more tidy,
present military

diers. To break the stalemate. the USA
Supplied special ground attack aircraft
called the Bronco OV1, and other so-
Phisticated weapons including the cryel
Phosphorus fire-gel “napalm” bombs,
Which my people could not resist so
well. Crops, villages and people were
targeted. Terror reigned. By the end of
1978 about 100,000 Timorese had died
and East Timor was plunged into fam-
ne. During the next year or so over
100,000 more people died of famine and
assault and the Indonesian army and
I&s agents murdered nearly all Timorese
leaders and fighters. Of course also bru-
talised and killed were many innocent
Women and children, the often under-
fecognised victims of war, some of
whose stories are told in a wonderful
book of testimonies called Telling-East
Timor’ by Michele Turner. The total
Invasion and occupation deaths are
about 300,000, this being a genocide of
about 40%.

So Indonesia thought it had my

country subdued and under its control.
However under Xanana Gusmaos lead-
ership the Timorese Resistance
regrouped and fought so well that a
cease-fire was brokered in early 1983.
General Murdani ended this cease-fire
late in 1983 and the war has not stopped
to this day. In the late 1980s the strat-
egy of Resistance was widened. with a
broad political front called the National
Council of Resistance having the lead-
ership and the clandestine work spread-
ing to the cities, to Indonesia and to the
world.

Then we had our equivalent of your
Kwangju Massacre. On 12th Novem-
ber 1991 the Indonesian military
opened fire on a peaceful procession in
Dili in what is known as the Santa Cruz
or Dili Massacre. They shot dead about
200 young people on the spot, with
abmit another 200 wounded and wit-
nesses killed off in the next few days,
including people killed in the hospital
and their houses, and a second massa-
cre of 80 people shot into a mass grave.
The intense public interest in this event

; P a fierce armed
ance, killing many Indonesian so-

Why should this have been so2 it
or was it fear of Indonesia

Was mainly due to the graphic TV im-
ages of the shootings filmed by Max

just to make the
under its

i . d:‘crarorship of General Suharto and his
clique of Samily and generqys the smiling assassins.

Stahl. However, no changes for the bet-
ter inside East Timor itself have resulted
from that interest.

Until 1989 Indonesia maintained an
illegal and immoral blockade of East
Timor, with no communications or visi-
tors allowed in or out. From 1975-1982
the United Nations passed 10 Resolu-
tions condemning the Indonesian inva-
sion of my country including 2 in the
Security Council, but these have not
been enforced by a world without
enough morals and courage. Many
other resolutions have been passed by
the UN Human Rights Commission,
and our country is still regarded as non-
decolonised and under a UN mandate,
and many UN reports using UN Diplo-
matic language designed to avoid of-
fending Indonesia, achieving nothing.
How much more do we have to suffer
before the UN and the world acts and
not just talks?

Why has no country helped us?
Australia did not even protest when 5
of its journalists were killed by Indone-
sian invaders at Balibo East Timor on
16th October 1975, so it was obvious that
no objection would be put in the path of
the all-out invasion of East Timor on 7th
December 1975. Why should this have
been s0? Was it just to make the map
more tidy, or was it fear of Indonesia

mditar‘/ Coup in 1965, when is killed or

encouraged the killing of abeyt one mil-
lion Indonesian People. 1t allowed s
the 1960s Indonesia annexation of West
Papua, a nation of Melanesian people
who had nothing to do with {ndoneém,
where it has been pursuing exploitative
genocide rather like East Timor. Por-
tugal had its own problems, and was
emerging from its own military dicta-
torship, so did not have much'energy
for the region. Plus Australia and Indo-
nesia both knew that massive reserves
of oil lay beneath the Timor sea which
they wanted for themselves. The USA
was in a vitriolic anti-Communist phase
and feeling shame about its defeat in
Vietnam, so did not mind a small ‘In-
significant’ country like my own being
swallowed up by its greedy neighbour
Indonesia if that kept Indonesia quiet for
awhile. The Japanese government and
others wanted Indonesian fuels and tim-
ber and was unwilling to jeopardise
these, as is the case still today for many
countries no doubt including Korea.
Indonesia also controls vital sea lanes
essential for world trade. So, in sum-
mary, fear, appeasement and perceived
economic advantage, lay behind the
world not supporting us.

As a result of this last 20 years of
history, we East Timorese are a nation
of traumatised people. Trauma means
injury/ damage/ hurt/ shock/ severe
upset and maybe collapse, and is an
ongoing result of torture. Because this
is happening to us does not mean that
weas a nation have given up the strug-
gle, far fromit. But we all bear the scars.
[know that Korea also has had its wars,
and its Kwangju, but its struggle for
democracy is succeeding.

We want action! In Bosnia they have poured in im-
mense resources to assist, and now there is an Interna-
tional War Crimes Tribunal. We want both of those.
The world put to Slight the invader of the undemocratic
but oil rich Kuwait. The then Australian Prime Minis-

ter said

“the world cannot allow a big nation to invade a

little one and get away with it,” yet he did just that over

his neighbour East Timor.

under its present military dictatorship
of General Suharto and his clique of
family and generals ~ the smiling assas-
sins.

The world had seen the Suharto re-
gime come to power in a controversial

Torture

Torture is defined by the UN Con-
vention Against Torture as any act by
which severe pain or suffering whether
physical or mental is intentionally in-
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nS ATy Mermatonal necords
W ROTIre oocurTing in over 100
PRI around the world, and it has
FORKOIRG more widespread and intense
over the last two decades Sespite D
SRATOS Condenwing o rorbadding s
SR Recentresearch by refugee organ-
STONS W Sydney indicates that torture
WES experencad by about 80% of peo-
Ple i their refuggee communities many
At whom inchude children. At least that
Sgure applies 1o the Bast Thmorese com.
Ty, as most have sutfered torture
and organsed viokence in the last 20
Vears

N0 as we seek together 1o make the
world a better place how do we do bet-
ter than we have so far done to achieve
this? We all know to meet together as
We are domng, to talk o write lotters use
the arts, intluence local groups and un-
NS, use the Internet as well as the me-
dia directly. demonstrations where ap-
Propriate, and so on. Yet when we see
the ineffectiveness of the UN in achuev-
g anything at all of value o the pec-
ple of East Timor, where a current physi-
<al political and cultural genccide takes
place while the world courss the corrupt
fovernment of Indonesia we can see
that all the diplomatic talk is just that —
diplomatic talk!

We want action! [n Bosnia they
have poured in immense resources to
assist, and now there is an International
War Crumes Tribunal. We want both of
those. The world put to flight the in-
vader of the undemocratic but otl rich
Kuwait. The then Australian Prime
Miruster said “the world cannot allow
a big nation to invade a little one and
get away with it.” yet he did just that
over hus neighbour East Timor. He even
sent warships. And he visits Burma
while the inspirational democratic
leader Aung Sung Suu Kyi remains a

We wanta permanent International
War Crimes Tribunal and we want
those who breach human nighss to know
that they may be sent before it and face
gaol sentences and heavy fines. This
as President Subarto, the greatest re-

gional mass murderer and [ think Ko-
rea is showing the way here by taking
former leaders to court. We must make
it cost more 1o exploit and to bully than
tdoestobea corporate citizen and
a good ordinary citizen of this
world We must persuade countries

and mwalt
SEens, and not 1 support the dicta
WORS nor np o the :\\\{" workers. We
must help 3\‘?‘&:«\\5@ them by merma-
tonal boycorts of the KOO of the worst
Ooftenders. An International Human
Risf\ts (nstitute may dave a role but we
eed mscle to stop the bullies and the
relentiess seekers of economue advan-
age at the expense of the weak. We
Want your govermment o support Bast
Thmor, not Indonestan oppression and
greed. We need money to fight inters
nationally. (Thanks tor my airtare by the
wavh We want vou and many more o
visat Bast Timor with cameras and tape
recorders and tell the world of the op-
presson. We want your student unions
o adopt Bast Timorese students as hone
orary members, as mine has done, and
then 1o trv to keep in touch. And much

M

TRTONAE 1 be good workd

more. Then do the same for West
Papua.

Qur vision tor Bast Timor lies in the
dreams of cur youthtulness, the dreams
ot ajust peace, because to now our tears
are dry from the ocean of bodies and
graves. Qur dreams and vour solidar
Xty give us hope for the future, hope
which gives us strength to carry on our
struggle tor the right to self-determina-
tion and for all other human rights in
our own country and in the region.
Please help us realise our dreams, like
Bono of the Irish pop group U2 who
wrote to East Timor last vear:

There is no silence deep enough
No black out dark enough

No corruption thick enough

No business deal big enough

No politician bent enough

No heart hollow enough

No grave wide enough

To bury your story and keep it
Jrom us

= Thank you

[Cesarina Rocha is a 21-year-old
Timorese who had to flee East Timor
when she was a baby. She now lives at
Darwin, Australia. She is the pr

of Student Supporters for East Timore
at Darwin and a representative of Na-
tional Council of Manbere Resistance
(CNRM)]

CAMBODIA

The promotion and
protection of human
rights requires
dialogue
Justice Michael Rirty

Mastice Michae! Kirhy Special Rep-
resentative of the Secretary-General foe
Human Rights in Cambodia identified
the following as the problem arcas of
human rights in Cambodia in his fnal
report entitled “CAMBODIA — A DE.
PARTING ASSESSMENT* deliverad
on TAPRIL 199 at Geneva to the United
Nations Conunission on Husman Righss.
The following is an extract from his re-
port.

Problem Areas

Amongst the problem areas called
to notice in my report are the following:

Opposition Parties: Despite the com-
mitment in the Paris Peace Agree-
ments to multi-party democracy, rein-
torced in the Cambodian Constitution
and endorsed in UN human rights
treaties, vanous obstacles have been
putin the way of the registration of an
Opposition political party. These ob-
stacles are unreasonable. They should
be removed. There can be no demo-
cratic freedom without the privilege to
organise parties and express dissent
ing views. The way the Government
and the National Assembly of Cambo-
dia detend the right of | won Par-
ties, including the Kluner Nation Party
and the Son San faction of the BLDP,
i a litmus test for the true conunitment
ot the Cambodian Government and
legislature to multi-party democratic
elections. It would be a tragedy it
Cambodia were to return to a system
of t where only one point
of view could be given an sfsetive
voice. After the genocide and their

. nn-ntmmm
&T:dm er than this. The
rights against those who would put

ate criticism and the expression of a




OQPEN LETTER from ALARICO JORGE FERNANDES
Minister for Information and National Security

of the
REPUBLIC of EAST TIMOR (DR E T, )

To INDONESIAN SOLDIERS & INDONESIAN PEOPLE

4 WS

PRI ALNYTY A TV Y
.;"\\.\. LM i AN

Broadcast on RADIO MAUBERE on 4/3/77.

Transcribed and published by members of the Campaign for
Independent East Timor (C.I.E.T.), C/- Timor Information
Centre, Knuckey Street, Darwin, N.T. Australia.

* * *

Brother Indonesian soldiers, on behalf of the people of
we want to ask you again:

East Timor,

What are you fighting for ? What are you seeking for in the

country of your brother Maubere people ?

beloved
Brother Indonesian soldiers in East Timor - Nothing, NOTHING,
you are dying for nothing, you are fighting for nothing.

Maubere pecople are not yvour enemy. Maubere people are

essentially your brothers.

Indonesian people are essentially our brothers, and you are
dying, INGLORIOUSLY DYING in East Timor, fighting for
nothing, fighting just in the interests of the corrupt
murderer Suharto, Adam Malik, Murtopo, and other corrupt

Indonesian officials.

Brother Indonesian soldiers, we want to call you attention
that Maubere people, that the glorious Fretilin revolution-
ary forces, don't want to kill you, but if you insist
remaining in East Timor with rifles, then we have to kill
you, we have to defend our own liberation, the liberation
of the entire people of East Timor, that was oppressed
over 400 years from the Portugese shameful colonialists.

But now we are free and independent, a sovereign country
already recognised by many countries all over the world.
And you, what are you doing here ? Go back to vyour
country ! Exactly in this moment, when the situation is
deteriorating in Indcnesia.

you have nothing, you

Look at yourself, you are poor,
your freedom.

have LOST, you have lost your liberation,

Comrades, brothers, sisters, Tndonesian soldiers in East
Timor, go back to Indonesia and help your brothers, your
families, and help the brother Indonesian people to fight
the corrupt Suharto and other corrupt elements over there.

You have the obligation to hel your brothers that in
this moment are fighting for the brother Indonesian
people liberation in Indonesia, in Irian Jaya, in South
Moluccas, in Sumatra and South Kalimantan.

Comrades, we should be brothers and not enemies. We
are fighting each other for nothing.
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\h’ldonesian Bruatali+ty East Timox *

East Timorese refugee Vicente Ximenes has arrived in Darwin.
having escaped from Timor after being tortured and harrassed.

While Indonesian Foreign Affairs Minister Ali Alatas resorted to
trying to ridicule his story. to sycophantic chuckles from the
Pliant local media. Vicente further explained on the ABC 7.30

Report how he bribed his way out as follows:

"The corruption made by Indonesia affects Generals to a
Soldier. A soldier must scek a living. the important thing for
them is money... they ve gol no ideology™
The corruption in Indonesia comes from the top. with President
Suharto and all his family and cronies and top generals being the

For example in = widely not reported Press

biggest thieves.
Release last year I highlighted that Suharto’'s favourite Minister

Habibie is a Billionaire. with many European castles. and who
Ppushes for the development of high tech industries such as these
ridiculous Atomic Reactors so that he can extract huge bribes.
without which a project or Company is not authorised to proceed.

Ferdinand Marcos learned too late vou can’'t take it with vou.

This corruption has bastardised the Indonesian nation., with huge
disparity in wealth., plus a rampant military which has attacked
Malaysia, forced the takeover and now genocide of West Papua. and
the military takeover rape and genocide of East Timor. and is the

real power in Government - but its a great friend of successive
Australian Governments. Why? And what's in it for them?

However the fight in East Tiwmor is not vyel over. and Indonesians
should not be surprised given their own experience in the late

1940's. see later.

Vicente Ximenes called for International Red Cross and bodies
such as Amnesty International to have access to East Timorese
prisoners. indeed we would say to prisoners throughout Indoncﬁil‘
It is amazing that such access has declined in the 2 years since
the Dili Massacre and the world attentiom that at last brought.
But this is explained by the fact that the real rulers on the
ground are Lhe unrepresentative swill that are the brutal
military. and there is no biz pressure from Australian leaders.

—_— e e——— ——— —
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N the same 7.30 Repourt twou other Last Timor refugecs nervously
zacountud gome of Ltheir torture and abuse experiences as follows,

Ut also expunded [from the raw material. Beri Serec was
Alrested along with her sister. father. brother and husband. and
wasg interrogated. The military used to 0 to the womens gaol

And say they were going to do intervogations but it was often
JUsSt an excuse to go in to "see the women" (read raped. often
gang-raped) . (One old Timorese man was forced to have sex with
& young girl in front of the Indonesiuns) . The memorics of this
time still haunt Beri Seree.

Sahe was subjected to daily tortures, including electric shocks
und cigarette burning. Once he was kicked to the point he was
badly injured and thought he would die. and begged for medical
He was sneeringly told he waz a prisoner and could
not expect any. In fact in his 3 yvears in gaol he knows of no
visits from Red Cross. nor any medical assistance. Two friends
died in gaol with him from malnutrition and torture.

assislance.

Conditions were very cramped and unhygienic. The ration was a
handful of rice a day. Une Lorture wat Lo force him and others
into a tank of sewage. where they might be held for days. and
lactually small crocodiles) are put into the tank., with

"lizards"”
answers” are not provided.

jaws unbound if Lhe "correct
Every Thursday night from 12 | the military took people away from
the prison. and thesc "disappear” (read murdered) - among them
Sahe's cousin. The memories of those 3 years in gaol still
haunt Sahe.

$ * B * * X B 'ﬂL1DE"“T14€? 'quséfﬂz (@vuﬂQS:

The excellent ABC TV progrum "Ride the Tiger” continued laslt
night. part 2 having some great bits relevant to the above.

The old farm man who fought wgainst the Dutch after WH2 was asked
why he joined Lhe struggle lor independence. His answers were
as follows:

So we could be free

For Lhe people

Nol jJust four wvurscelves

We wanted freedom, you See

For the people., not just ovurselves

Everyvone wanted frecedom

S50 we all tought together

We weren't fighting for cur own sakes.

HEART AND SOUL?

Y J

Ty



{t wag tor the people
FREEDOM O DEATH
YR, we were ready te diw '
. 3 ) tor the pyup
Heart and woyl ! coctl

i_‘\“\- i‘ﬁ it. 80 havd fop Indonvsiang . and Austral {an overnments
O understand that these fentiments also twel Bast Tinorese., West
Papuans . and | guess Freedom Flghters most Places?!

Amongst the nany remavks of the old intellectual frevdom Flghtey
were tho following:

: Ve were Fighting foyp .0 veanrs how are you able to AUt tialn
tor one veay L the mountaing without Mpp Lo, money nething .
Mgt yoursel ! and Your gun | wnly how to Fight “ven heaten
LY tanks and planoy HELEL VLhey wire nal maii eiduer iy (B

a kind of Lonaci ty.

tAsk Xanuna Gusmao new in saol iu Juharta, he lanted 16 youprsw
like that . Other helroes Coantinue to this minute {n Kot 'IlNH*F;-

tIn 1949 with victory anainet the Dutoh) I felt 80 Frae.
I felt w0 vmotionally thvalved, Involvemsnt o deep and proluund
aBd TE doesin't seell Lo oxinl any mebs A vevelution {u the
clussical songe iu dlarting now, but that wmement WHE Jusl the

creation of the National Stautle, that 'y ull I mean. how te el

eur own Republic of lndonewia®

¥hat has been lowt wince V362 Evervihing's boen lowt, sven the
dream's been losl. seemingly we huve Lo [fght agaln Lo ket uuy
dream realised mnybe . How doos it Fewl" BAD, 8AD.

You lokwe an atmosphere

You lowe an emotion
You loge w wurld of freedom and intority. you aee.

fhe explanalion for how this deeam of frevdom for the psuple haw
baen corruplud and ghat Lurod in Indonosliu wes aluo Sl bad B
Lhe progiram by General Nasulian, Founding mibivary commander, und

instligator of the limited "dual Functlun" role. "Hukarne woauld
Like to do mure, butl ufter Suburlo was MPregldent he ueed mi Litary
officers in political und Beotwiml e poglliany .. no longer middle

ol the rovad",

Thanks ABC Australia For thut which we do ot From you b the
USA., from the Lime ol Prewlduntl Ford and Henry Klsslonger leaving
Jakarta on 6/12/70 or the muveive invaslun of T/L2/7768, until Lha
Dili Massacea of 12/11/91, Fasl Timor wau not mentioned by USA s
ABC., the NBC and UBS evenineg nuws showiu, while te nuw Night!line
and the McNeil-Lehrer shows luve never mentioned 1t

Bul the strukgle veonbinuey ., Fhere ure mure Indenesiun aoldlors
thun Timorwew civiliang in Moty peile of Kawt Timer., and thq
Kross ebuney cuntinue . Fur sxample Lowl month at Ougu Lhe rud
Berets urrested bovs From the Migsion und boat and tortured e
We need to redouble out efforte to FREE EAST TIMON,

'S
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to EAST TIMORES

victims of [Indonesian

bloodj aggression

-' Occasion S) 100 r ees
| a,rn'vc«:j e Brran’ fm-w,
Dl S ~) 1979
The SCORECARD:
= 1975 650,000 East Timorese
Aug 75 2,000 killed in civil war
2,000 refugees to Australia
20,000 held in West Timor for propaganda & bribery
Oct 75 5]

Aussie journos murdered & largely unmourned
Dec 75 full-scale invasion of the Democratic Republic of East
Timor by Indonesian armed forces by land, sea & air
.early 76 100,000 Timorese killed
.early 79 100,000
1975- 79

further timorese murdered, starved, tortured
Indonesia ignores U.N. instructions to GET OUT OF

EAST TIMOR International Red + denied entry
19?8.au3 Fraser govt. gives de facto then de jure recognition to

the Indonesian fascist colonial aggression
FRETILIN & MAUBERE people defeat Indonesian campaigns of

encirclement and annihilation ;m(_%qw
25,000 poor Indonesian soldiers have been kille &
Jale U.S.A. increases arms,money,& advisers, so that the

are bombed & shelled into starvation
1979 as reward, 100 old & very young Timorese allowed to Aust.
Oil rights to be negotiated
R How many deaths will continue ?
How many families reunited ? (100—600-2,500—450,000)

The heroic war resigtance towards freedom will continue
Australia & world wash their bloody hands
LEST WE FORGET

by Rob Wesley-Smith Box 2155 Darwin N.T. 13/1/79
for East Timor support movement

PDATE, 2p19.] °7d the victims of planned & continuing GENOCIDE
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US court by ::.::: Todd, mother of
Kama!l Bamadha) the New Zzaland
student killed 12 the Santa Cruz

MASSICrE, RSt commanding officer

e ———

Y o I wis war Then wigs

-
T e scurte of De muct-gaoed e
TIreiy Questones Sgaee of 200,000
23123 12 3¢ :unal pemnad of Me
avICn %35 i coafdencal ngervew
¥ Qs correspoadent with 2 sexioe
zdoaesian -z:.:: 2Cvaat 1 the
presence of UN officais m December
[T Asked whether be believed 3
Ggure of | ‘L.'Ctm:c‘tm
he replied: “1 belicve double thas
zm“w:r mazht be more o Be
mmmumm
=¢ deads by sumvacos, né weat cn
2 descride 2 helicopeer towr of East
mor mace s3orty defors. whers e
discovered that whaole villages had
Esappeared. He &, dowewer, qualify
s smatrment 3 De tme Wi Be worss
Dat “we caenot really oW accuraneiv
Bow many e dead™.
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THE BODY COUNT

Bad ocrurmed @ e meervenims vears had
mdered s "“-T‘I" o oosOleE.
“Evervbody talks sbout the Sant

Cruz massaces iz November 1991
when around 200 wers Clled.™ _-“-:Ir::.
young Catholic semuinanian pointed

out, “But hat’s because it was :;c-_
What sdoet 2ll the other masszcres
defors 1
The groep bezan o list and describe
smmlar eveats warepored by te media-
the szege of Mogar Matebian 12 late
1978, whea teas of thousands of
Tm:mse aviians sweamed down Som
@S castern mountun W surreader after
mizaive dombmyg, nch uding zapalm:
the bombing of Zumalsi on the south
oEst @ De same year whea, according
0 oo jemer ;"x\!m\kr"v:r"m'e:
with the blood of corpses; the zn.xss
starvagos of 1973 and 1979 after
were dural; the Dili sprisiag of .Fn:ne
10, 1980, tmamuvemhm:
[adoceesiar armv lod w the bmm.g of
rahtosal boeses og the cussiarts of
Dil: and secrer mass executioas at
Tagi Tolo Lake acarby: the massacrs
at Kraras = Aagust 1983 after 3 coase-
fire droke dowa betweea the

S8 Jolliffe s 2 jourmaiz:
dased ;m Lishom,

zeral Sintoag Panjaitan, bas estab-
__xcn. 3n mpornt precedent

be two ::zr:e&: declarations of the

death wil after 1973 provided the
Seachmark for future evalmations The
first came fro from 2 pro- MMEM
Timorese, Fraacisce Lopes da Cruz,
who mﬂmnmmwwmr
of East Timer soce after the Indogesian
bading m Dila, the capital Om Febre-
ary 13, caly nine weeks later; he made
2 press statement which shocked ob-
servers of the war. He said 60.000
people had beea “killed ia the six
moaths of cavil war in East Timor™. &
Wwas kmown that the death woll before the
December 7 landing was oaly around
mmammmmmmm
teas of thousaads of people had died
within sine weeks. Da Cruz said that
maost of the dead were women and
childres and admutted there had beea
Some “excesses” agumst supporters of
Frealia, the pro-independeace move-
ment Certun Asstralian government
officaals tned to claim that Da Crez was
rﬂtmmﬁm
“victims of war™ in this
mhr@eﬁdhm:h
foreign mimister, Adam Malik, whe
said “50.000 or 30,000 people might
Bave bees killed dunng the war in East

¥ FEIBRUARY 1995 THE INDEPENDENT MONTHLY

Ceoatacted receatly by The
;a.z':'e'ue':. Monchiv 223 asked
whether, all I these vears lager. 2 maghe
reveal his idestity, the source sad be
23 bead aad could not be constued as
havizg scieatific accuracy. “Ouly a
screatific study, basad om cemsus
figures, for example, can give us the
Tuth™ he sad

An examization of Portaguese
takea after 1973 shows them to be
broadly coasisteat with this key
source’s mtal stiement.

Cepsuses were conduceed
m 1950, 1960 aad 1970, Indomesia’s
first ceasus i East Timor was in 1980,
and the most receat i 199Q. Accord-
i-gnﬁmmthmm
s & pu*l:
civilian persoesel
Portugal’s lastitute !hcmal de
Esanstce gave e 1930 pepalanve s
405378 RIS rws ST ad n
I1S70 it was 809 477, u&can:,c a
average growth rate of about 17 per
ceat in these rwo decades, oo an amaly~
s13 provided by Paule Antuses of B

Fiv)



Ve been 715,390, However. the
onesian census of 1980 gave a result
Of 555,350—a figure 160,040 below
this projection, The 1990 Indonesian
census, published by the Kantor
Statistika, Timor Timur, gave the
Population as 745,557,
There are many variables which
render these figures as only rough
Indicators of the real population. The
Pre-1975 Portuguese figures probably
Vere an underestimate, given that in the
time of the Portuguese dictatorship
(until April 1974) a poll tax was in
tt"l'cfr. as well as obligatory military
Service, which meant that Timorese
tended to evade registration. In the
Indonesian period, the undiffer-
entiated inclusion of Indonesian
Nationals increased the diffi-
Culty of defining the indigenous
Population. Soldiers and Indo-
nesian civil servants could
dccount for tens of thousands.
For example, an estimated
40,000 troops were used in
the 1975 invasion force. By
1980, these figures would have
reduced considerably, but there
had been a new civilian influx
of civil servants and
transmigrants. There was also
an outward flow of East Timorese as
refugees under International Red Cross
and Portuguese repatriation programs,
accounting for several thousand—per-
haps up to 10,000 people by 1980. In
August 1994, guerrilla leader Nino
Konis Santana estimated the Indone-
sian troop presence at between 13 and
15 battalions—between 11,000 and
12,000 men, and there may be a similar
number of civil servants and
transmigrants present. Presumably,
too, the guerrillas and their closest
civilian supporters did not check in for
the census, but if Santana’s description
of only 400-450 hard-core fighters
under arms is an indication, this is a
negligible factor, even if the 1980
figures were somewhat higher.

[n summary, the census results show-
ing a substantial drop in the population
after the 1975 invasion are consistent
with the 1978 claim that around one-
third of the population had been killed.

Thc 1978 witness spoke at a time
when the original resistance
leadership was being destroyed. By
year's end, guerrilla leader Nicolau
Lobato was dead and most of Fretilin's
1975 central committee had been
imprisoned or killed. Civilians who

EAST TIMOR
had fled to the mountaing with them
had surrendered en masse.

[n April 1979, an East Timorese
wrote to a friend in Portugal: “The
situation is indescribable. The war still
rages. The deaths, from bullets,
starvation and disease, continue at a e
terrifying rate. Dozens of those who
have surrendered die each day at the
concentration points without the mini
mum hope of first aid. Can it be
an exaggeration to say half of the
population of East Timor has perished?
When will the extermination end?
Here we have the impression that the
true war is beginning, now that the

resisters have been annihilated . ., All 2

Di].i——-IS minutes before the
1992 shooting.

those who surrender as Fretilin combat-
ants are received by firing squads . . .”

In the same month, a young guerrilla
fighter named José Guterres surren-
dered to Indonesian officers at Babulo,
near Manatuto. He later testified that
the Indonesian commanders had a list
of Fretilin political and military leaders
which they were crossing off as they
surrendered and were shot. There were
few names left. He was taken three
times down to a river to be shot but sur-
vived by luck. He later settled in Dili
and went to school. In June 1980,
when he was 16, he took part in an
uprising in Dili. He was arrested, tor-
tured and transferred to a prison
settlement on Atairo island, offshore
from Dili, where the population of
political prisoners grew to 3,000. “As
the numbers grew, people began to die
of starvation and illness,” he recalled.
“We made the coffins ourselves. Until
ICRC [the Red Cross] was allowed
there, in February 1982, two or three
people died every day.”

In August 1983, a cease-fire which
had been in place for several months
between Fretilin and the Indonesian

army broke down with the killing of 17
Indonesian soldiers ot Kraras, on Fast
Timor's south const. Vengeance was
swilt and bloody. Virgilio dos Anjos, a
family friend of Captain Arthur
Stevenson, an Australian digger who

id fought with dos Anjos's father

Celestino against the Japanese, wrote to
Stevenson telling of the death of his
father and around 800 villagers in
reprisal, Celestino was the only
Timorese decorated by the Allies at the
end of the Second World War.
Virgilio, who is now a regional
commander of the East Timorese
resistance, wrote: “Mr Stevenson, on

7 September 1983, they called up my

father and my wife . . . my

father had to dig his own grave,

A round of machine-gun fire

finished off the old man. My
wife was told to dig her own
grave, but she said she
preferred to be buried with her
father-in-law. They pushed
her in and killed her in the
same way."”

Bishop Carlos Belo later
went to the scene. He told
Reuters newsagency that he
had seen mass graves, one of

' which contained 70 bodies,
another containing 14. He spoke of
200 dead.

The bishop has been a faithful
witness in the years since. In February
1984, he wrote to his predecessor, Dom
Martinho da Costa Lopes, who had
been expelled by the Indonesians,
describing further massacres, including
public executions at Maupitini, in the
Lospalos area. In November 1991, he
spoke against the Santa Cruz massacre,
and in early January this year he
travelled to the Baucau area, east of
Dili, after several young East Timorese
were shot by the military. If the official
death toll today is not inscribed in any
year book, Bishop Belo is a silent,

ever-present witness who one day will

update it. Bl

INDONESIAN BOOK
REVIEWS
Turn to page 88 of
this issue for
Peter Mares’s review
of four new books about
Indonesian society
and politics.

INE INDEPENDENT NON
 dth Floor, 64 Kippax Street,

O —|

THE INDEPENDENT MONTHLY FEBRUARY 1995 35

- POy



Allan Nairn
New York, New York

December 1964

Dear Supporter of East Timor,
As a recipient of this letter you probably already know the story of the U S, role in the genocide of East T “

You also may already know the story of the November 12, 1991 Dili massacre. | was there, with i
and saw those courageous people slaughtered. They were gunned down - in a deliberate act of state - with 2
American M-16s for the crime of daring to behave and speak like intelligent, thinking human bej '

All I can add is 2 reminder - a5 one who has seen and felt the blood first hand ~ that this terror has to and
that we are uniquely placed to stop it. stop

Since that massacre, some concerned people here, understanding that Washington is the senior partner in th.s
crime, have organized the East Timor Action Network (ETAN), which has already succeeded in Changj.ng the

course of US. policy.
ETAN led the way in pushing for the 1992 cutoff of IMET military training aid to Indonesia, the Feingold
Amendment (by Senator Russell Feingold [D, Wisconsin]) to condition major arms sales on improvements in

human rights in East Timor (which passed the Senate Foreign Relations Comnutiee), and the recently-passed
Congressional prohibition on small arms sales to Indonesia. It also played an important role in getting the US,

o reverse its adamant pro-Suharto stand at the UN Human Rights Commission and the successful 1993

campaign to block the transfer of F-5 fighters to Indonesia.

When Xanana Gusmaio, the imprisoned leader of the East Timorese resistance, recently smuggled out a letter ¢
President Clinton, he cited four improvements in US, policy since the massacre. Its worth noting that each of the |
changes he cited grew out of ETAN campaigns and initiatives.

Building on the foundation work of those conscience-driven Americans who since 1975 have kept the Timor

issue alive, ETAN has moved the issue into new dimensions and has, | think, now helped o set the stage for 2
long-overdue victory for freedom in East Timor.

Noam Chomsky, who has informed and energized generations of East Timor activists, recently wrote in an

unsolicited letter to an ETAN member: “ETAN has been doing wonderful work, which 1 really appreciate very

much, having been deeply involved in this issue since almost the beginning . Seemed pretty hopeless fora long

time, but ETAN has made 2 tremendous difference, maybe even a decisive one.” ‘
ETAN has done that by reaching out across the country to build a working grassrects movement while at the |
same time moving boldly to change the terms of the Washington debate.

After the Dili massacre, ETAN went up front to insist that words of condemnation were not enough, that the

US. bad to concretely cut off military aid. That campaign, backed by dozens of church, human rights and peace
groups and led on the floor of Congress by Reps. Ron Machtley (R, Rhode Island), Tony Hall (D, Ohio), and

David Obey (D, Wisconsin), culminated in the IMET training cutoff, 2 move which stunned Jakarta.

to lobby Congress, the conventional wisdom - shared |
yiibaalandhumanrightsgmupsaiike-waslhaﬁtwassimplywb ]
attack US.-Indonesia weapons sales. l
But ETAN believed otherwise and doggedly went ahead. The result was the unprecedented small arms ban 5
(spearheaded in Congress by Senator Patrick Leah y [D, Vermont] and, once again, Senator Feingold) which ;
dealt Jakarta yet another political blow. :
These hard-won shifts in U.S. policy have not yet freed the Timorese. Indeed, the U.S, still 4¢ Jfacto backs (and

arms) the occupation, and consequently, Indonesian troops still terrorize East Timor. l
But those victories have changed the dynamic of the entire East Timor issue . For the first time ever in the

shameful history of this crime, the once-unstinting U.S. backing for Suharto’s running terror has been thrown 3
nto doubt and been made an open, contested, question.

This is not because Clinton or the State Department have glimpsed the (indeed they
ap&iwu;mwunmm;iughsp&of mmnhmmm
muwmwwmmmwmuamanummmw 1
revert to the core policy of writing off the Timorese to placate Suharto, their dictator-friend. :
possible that W will reach the point of turning to

But facing growing agitation on East Timor, if's g ashington will reac ot
u-u-u-,uj'r.h-mmm'qﬁ—:muuuumqu-um'w-

~~~bw»mumshmm~wnmm"wmw“ J
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Before th :
€ mee e . y : . = :
would on ?%t’f‘g: ern'ston Lord, Suharto s'point man in the State Department, had declared that Clinton
“eoncer 3’ rdl§L East Timor privately, and even then, would not refer to the (illegal) occu pation but only to
Clinto I}:S about human rights. But once the Timorese succeeded in stealing much of the world press spotlight
Tim Url‘; :;d tot;bruptl)r, and in mid-course, modify his plans. He was publicly asked repeatedly about Fast
rang, in the end went beyond human rights to say that the Timorese should havy i
¢ ¢ L » Se € more say in t
governance, Y y in their own

While falling far short of calling for Indonesian compliance with the Security Council resolutions (which call on
Jakarta to withdraw from East Timor “ without delay”), his statement was, nonetheless, a bruakthrough; a
bmakt}‘m“gh won by those courageous Timorese, Their victory (which was bitterly, as usual for this Occupation,
paid for in new tortures and disappearances) was emblematic of the way in which this issue can be won: up the

exposure, up the embarrassment, up the pressure, and they can be moved.

This happens to be an issue and this happens to be a moment in which victory is conceivable,

But if more people in this country don’t mobilize and take adva ntage, then the moment - and many more lives -
will be lost,

That was clearly the view of the Timorese I spoke to recently, when, during APEC and the uprisings, | was able
to slip back into East Timor. They said that things now hang in the balance and could g0, drastically, either way,
depending in large part on what is done right here in the United States, They knew about the IMET cutoff, the
Feingold Amendment and the small arms ban, and they said that U.S. activism had helped to stay Jakarta’s
killing hand. But they also said that they believed that the occupation army was spoiling to strike back, and that,
especially in the wake of the APEC humiliations, they would do so ruthlessly if slackened foreign pressure gave

them the chance.
Whether or not they get the chance is largely a function of what happens here. And in many ways the stakes on

Timor are now higher than ever before. On the one hand, there is the chance for victory. But there is also,
simultaneously, increased danger of a catastrophic reverse.

The danger arises from two developments, one straightforward, the other complex. First there is the corporate
counteroffensive, which surfaced about a year ago, when, in response to Congressional human rights pressure,
U.S. firms angling for China business called in their markers with the Democrats and got the administration (led
most openly by Commerce Secretary Ron Brown) to downplay the pretense of human rights and embrace the
credo: business first. This has spilled over into Indonesia policy (at APEC the U.S. and Jakarta signed $40 billion
worth of business deals). While this new trend does not as directly impact Timor as it does other places (since
U.S. corporate interests are almost entirely in Indonesia; except for some in offshore oil, occupied East Timor is all

but devoid of U.S. investment), it obviously cuts against efforts to improve the U.S. East Timor policy.

More directly pertinent, but somewhat harder to predict, is the impact of the Republican Congressional
takeover. On the one hand, the Congress has, in general, moved to the right, but on the other, ssme of the most
recalcitrant straight-up corporate Democrats have now been dis placed by Republicans whose agendas are

somewhat more ideologically complex.
And like an increasing number of the key global questions emerging today, East Timor is not an issue that

breaks along conventional ideological lines. It is not Democrat/Republican or even liberal/conservative. On East
Timor, each party and each political camp has leaders whose hands are steeped in blood, as well as people who

have chosen, in this case, to speak for decency.
Two of the key new committee chairs (Mark Hatfield of Senate Appropriations and Benjamin Gilman of House

International Relations) have strong records in support of East Timor. Of course, there are other powerful
tigures who are likely to be hostile. But, on the whole, things are complicated and unclear, but not

predetermined or uniformly negative.

Itis possible to imagine, with this Congress, a fierce regression in U.S. policy, but there is also a chance that
continued progress can still be won. The point is that this is a fluid situation, one susceptible to being shaped by
aggressive, informed grassroots action.

When a person in East Timor decides to stand up for freedom they must make a personal choice that's as

unavoidable as it is vicious. They must weigh the risk that they or their loved ones might be tortured or killed.
Here, though, we face a lower-level choice: whether we feel it is worth some time, some inconvenience, some
effort, or some money. '

The East Timorese are doing all they can. They are putting their lives and families on the line. But they can't
demonstrate on U S. streets, vote in U.S. elections or lobby the U.S. Congress.

And when it comes to East Timor, Americans don’t have the option of deciding whether they want to “get
involved.” Whether we like it or not, we are already involved - and involved, via the U.S. government, on the
side of lawbreaking and genocide. If Americans want to change that, they have to do some work, and ETAN

provides an effective means of joining together and doing so.
I urge you to support the work of ETAN in any way you can, o
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QUESTION OF EAST TIMOR
Frogress repovt of the Secretary-Bensral

to Iinform the Goeneral

The purpose of the present report i

ﬂunenbly, as I have done in past Years, of the Gontinuing exercige

OF my good offices aimed at finding a JUust, comprehensive and
intorndtinnally acceptable solution to the question of Casgt Timoys,
The dialogue between Indonosia At Pantiinal hag Moan v dasm Siy

Minpe 1003, A g A SCEVTUPE Y an 1991' e s roaotivatad

vYoWards the end of 1992, Binee

then, I have held four rounds of discussions With the Foreign
Ministors of Indonesia and Fortugal. Throuph my aldes, I have

also kept {n touch with Eagt Timorege groups and Rarsonalitiegy
representing various shades 0f political Opinion,

. Ns indicated in my reponrt last yoar (Q/ﬁ&/Ql&J, the positions
Of the two Governments on the 1naue of the Territory y Status
remain far apart, Nnvurthulnss, AN amproved Atmosphere has
recently been achieved in tho dialoguae. The two sides have shown
& manifest interogt in Avolding a confrontational approach and

have carried oyt & number of mutually agreed confidance~bui1ding
measures,

prilarily of a humanitarian nature, I have urged both parties to
build on thoge steps and to consider @ number of concrete idoas
that could further advance the talksg While {mproving conditions
and fostering confidence insicde Eagt Timor, At the last round of
talks, held at Geneva on 6 May 1994, apreement Was reached on a
nuaber of stepsy to be undertaken by both

sides (see presgs release BG/BM/5e83) ., These pointe of agreemont
were arrived at Following a serivs of thorough consultations
before the Geneva meeting. The Consultations included discussions
with the Permanent Representatives of the two sides {n New York,
and txploratory discussions on 4 wide range of fdeas, {n January

1994, 1n Portugal, Indonesia, East
Timor and Australia With senior government officiale, East
Timorese political and religlous leaders and others reprosenting

differing trends of Timoresw opinion.




gge i Néll hxghllﬂht throe of the Points that were agreed upon at

\ At roung of talks, Firstly, the two Ministers agreod that /
ACCous to Eist Timnr. for t e Nited Nations and human rights and
humani%nrinn organi:ationn. A% well as visits to East Timor by

East Timoresge iivinn abroad and Viseits of East N

biuuroni to Portugal, should be continued and expanded. -5nuundly,
I underlined to the two Ministers that a dialogue aneng East

T ese reprﬂiﬁnﬁativeg of all whapdes ot epindicn \:'ukllll make

: :Gitant contributions to the ongoing bilateral dialogue Tn%er my
AUspices. The two Ministers have agreed that I should explore

B ways of Convening such an all~inclusive

x ; e sed
intra~Tinorese dialogue. Thirdly, the tﬁo Mi”iitEL;azzppen
their willingness to meet separately with E?ut ;Ttical status of
representatives holding opposing views on the po

C . N g st xb \
E | | [ Eatamd mm fet sver o Hortugal would mest wikhk
ast Ixmor, 1.8,; ths Foreign Miniuter . gd 4 A
) T ORI T atian with Indonesia, an For 8]
those who SURPRPSIrT integrat

Minister of Indonesia with those opposed to

' 7
¢ thoce meetings in the near 41&4«.

integratiaon. I intend to facilitai R e

future. e

4.  Human rights issues have figured prominently in the dialogue
between Indonesia and Fortugal under my auspices, among them the
full sccounting for those who died op are still

missing 4% a result of the violent and tragic incident which took
Place at Dili on 12 November 1991, I have continued to discuss
wWith the Indonesian Government the situation of Fast Timorese in |
Custody, ineluding the leader of the armed independence fMovement, i
Jose “Xanana" Gusmao, who is serving a 20-ygar Prison term aftepr
his capture in November 2998, and

the need for taking measures aimed at their early releaso. In |
addition, the appropriate human rights organs of the United
Nations have continued to deal with the situation in East Timor.
In March 1994, the Commission on Human Rights adopted a consensus
statement on the subject (see E/1994/24- E/CN.4/1994/132, para. '
482). The Subcommission on Frevention

e e .

of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities also discussed the
issue at its forty-sixth session in August 1994, 1In July 1994,

the Commission's Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, sUummary or
arbitrary executions visited East Timor at the invitation of the

S. In the coming months, I intend to assist the two Governments

in id:ntif;ing & $ei'des of 1ssuus Tur cConsideravion Dy them in
advance of the next round of talks, including possible avenues :
towards Arhisving a Just; comprehensive 2nd intornatiagnally
acceptable solution. I will

- e = Y
e r——

_shortly undertake a series of consultations with various East S’
( Timorese Broupsdand Personalities with & view to convening an Qhkﬁ4¥uﬁph’}*

all-inclusive intra-Timorese dialogu

oy
6. The next Hound of talks between the two Forelgn Ministers will w#”{
be held at Gen Va in the first hal | '

END
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To Darwin TV mainly,

£® ADS., AMNESTY, ARTI STS for EAST TIMOR

An ad published by Amnesty

International in Br
in March contains the

itish Neswpapers
following text : e

AMNESTY S UNHEEDED WARNING

Amnesty has been tracking the Indonesian Government fbr_nagmlz_

30 years. _

We have found every form of human rights S bkt < and o v
1 Staggering scale imprisonment without tp :

ial, political ﬁuﬁﬂﬁrih.- A
execution of the old and BECRT Lo
and mass murder. - o

killing of petty criminals.,
torure, rape, 'disappearance'’

. The regime holds on to power by a sophisticated ideological and
- military apparatus. The courts work alongside the military to
* Suppress dissent. e b Ay
. 93 Ry S
= Just owning the wrong book can get someone thrown inte gao
. many years. e

-

S The United Nations? Alas,

the deeper you delvg; t§§”r37

e LN

“3§h§_§ﬁnicism of realpolit

ik extends even to the Hﬁfékj‘f
Human Rights, of which I

ndonesia is a member.

’hagAAmnesty attended the Commission in
~action on Indonesia and East Timor,

Geneva last
we mgt.anly:;fj”‘_l sm
“The governments to which we spoke repeatedwhat the
. Promising us for 30 years: theyzwill-nurﬁﬁa-a pol

diplomacy’ . - 3 By , 2

ijiTHET-KIGBT AS WELL GO FISHING.

© The picture on

this page is the result of ig
- No wonder gover

nments are embarrassed .
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FAGE T OF Y AN TR

NYT Wil iIndonesa hislen?

New Yok Times editonal 19 September 1894 published n
the
intematonal Meraid Tnbune on 20 Seplember 1984

INDONESIA LISTEN?

eSS military regime used the occasion of a visit by the Australian foreign
» Gareth Evans, o wge another democracy N silence protests against
v 'S lawless grab of the former Portuguese colony of East Timor in 197% A
fev -months 290, Ingdonesan prevared on the Phihppines 10 censor & human nghts
onference that was to discuss East Timor « the instrument of Persuasion beng the
4 10 cancel $700 mikon worth of Indonesan nvesiments Now Indones:a
ges Australia to crack down on activists who demonstrate n ot of the
Jonesian consulate in Darwin_ the noithem Austratia oty closest o East Timor

| - :J;r!q.
',:;‘_'._-:4'5:.":"' hh way with dissenters was nicely expressed by the Indonesian foreign
,p_' M. All Alatas, at a news conference with Mr Evans “These things dont

e “‘n happen in other countnes because while freedom of expression s fully honoured,

,”m ways of arranging things, of channeiing things.* he explained

par- Jﬁn Ppity is that Mr Evans did not seize the chance to assert the pnnciples of ree
: ~ speech, choesing instead to say he understood Indonesia's concern but that his
ﬁnﬂmm Was unable to slop protests over East Timer That may well be read n
- Jakarta as weakness. Still. Mr Evans is at least no longer completely silent about
~human rights in indonesia, Australia's closest and powerful neighbour, which
- generates trade worth $2 billion a year The nadir was touched when Canberra
- recognised Indonesia's annexation of East Timor, despite the extinction of nearly a
~ third of the original 600,000 inhabitants under Jakarta's harsh '

- Australia’s silence has been criticised at home. Now Mr Evans has found his
~ tongue to the extent of calling on Indonesia to grant more autonomy to East Timor
~ and to scale back troops in the territory. Moreover. he has pressed for reopening of
~the Australian consulate in Dili, Eust Timor's capital. If that happened it would help
~ Vindicate Mr Evans' brand of diplomacy and for the first time open the clo
territory to real international scruting, But more than geography divides
nesia, where free expression is something to be arranged and ¢

7
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Monday, August 24, 1998
Revealed: Timor cover-up

EXCLUSIVE by
HAMISH
McDONALD,
Foreign Editor

A A PR R AAT s Loy e e

The Department of
Foreign Affairs and
Trade has
systematically
concealed its
detailed
foreknowledge of
the Indonesian
attack at Balibo in
East Timor in
which five
Australian-based
newsmen were
killed, a Herald
investigation has

found.

Key government

documents and accounts Ly oificials hac ! vy ol e re with Indonesia show that the
information the departmen? has passed o = Feu.r QI i’u:iiament the Australian public
and the bereaved familie: of the Saliba 02 %1 1o 012 23 years has never reflected the

full extent of its knowledge - apparert!y tv  1ain ,;.';-;.rurt for its Timor policies.

The killing of the five newsmen - Brian Peters and Malcolm Rennie of Channel 9 in
Sydney, and Gary Cunningham, Greg Shac'Zeter and Tony Stewart of Channel 7 in.
Melbourne - at Balibo on Cictober 16, 1877 st | indanesia’s covert invasion of East
Timor, was @ major emtartasement foe Carbair: «! .-h Yias tried to deflect effective

inquiries into the tragedy ever since
The story of the department’s 23-yeer cove -ug 's -~ Case study in how a powerful
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Encontros in Southeast Asia

Tony Haynes is a musician

and composer, founder and
artistic director of the Grand
Union Orchestra. This
London-based group has been
touring and producing its
own brand of international
work for over ten years: it

consists of musicians from all

parts of the world and its

repertoire is built on this wide

range of styles and influences.
A recipient of a “Go and See”
_award, he was already
planning a project for Grand
Union next year in collabora-
tion with Lisbon based
musicians from the former
Portuguiese overseas provinees.
En route to Australia recently
he took the opportunity to
seek out vestiges of
Portuguese culture in various
parts of Southeast Asia.
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A taken by the Dutch. and by the

It's dillicult to go far in Asid
today without coming across
some unexpected remnant of
Portuguese culture. High in the
hills above Bombay, for instance.
one night we stumbled on a
wonderful guest house, rather
incongruously called the ‘West
End Hotel'. It was in fact a typical
pensdo: Mr Godinho, its present
owner, comes [rom Goa, and
serves [ood (three large meals a
day) in Goanese style. The house
itsell. a bungalow of fantastic
proportions. was buill in imitation
ol the British style in the 1880s
by a Parsee; it then passed into
the hands of a Muslim, and finally
to a Catholic....

This is the story of so much of
Southeast Asia - ol colonies
continually changing hands.
different traditions and customs
superimposed on one another., sep-
arate identities preserved through
the centuries, or a new composite
identity emerging from recently
independent states. Nowhere is
this sense of identity within a new
nationalism stronger than among
the Portuguese Eurasians.

Malacca, for instance, was
ruled by the Portuguese for only
about 100 years. from 1511; in
the seventeenth century it was

nineteenth it was in the hands of
the English. But while virtually
nothing remains to remind you of
Dutch rule, and very little of the
British. everywhere there are
mementoes of the Portuguese.
This is not just a question of his-
tory. but reflected in the present-
day inhabitants. Mr Goodtinck,
the guide on the riverboat cruises
through the back of the town. is
typical: he refers to himself as a

“Malaysian salad”, but for all his
fine Dutch name and his fluent
English, his proudest boast is that
he is Portuguese.

But deeper cultural connections
are harder to pin down. We
arrived just before Christmas, so a
Catholic nativity play was not
such a remarkable thing to find -
albeit with a large cast of Chinese
and Malay children; but a local
production of My Fair Lady was
rather more startling. And the
larger hotels all featured hugely
prolicient bands - invariably
Chinese musicians - oflering
cover versions of contemporary
Hong Kong and Singapore pops:
they also solicit requests for
‘Portuguese songs’. though |
never discovered what these
might be!

MALACCA

[t is, in [act, in Malacca's
Portuguese settlement. where
the loeal variety of Portuguese
culture is really kept alive, It was
founded on unpromising land to
the south of the town a few years
before the war by two missionar-
ies. and has since grown into a
flourishing community. Officially,
Portuguese is the spoken lan-
guage of the scttlement, though
curiously no-one writes it —
English remains the written lan-
guage. Its present father figure is
George Alcantra, who has record-
ed its history and customs; like
most of the people there, he
began life as fisherman, but now
is the proprietor of the most
imposing of the local cafés, the
Restaurant de Lisbon (sic). The
food is also described as
Portuguese, but it too has an
unmistakeably local accent.
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I had i fact gone
meel the Timorese conymeami
there, i particubar M- Al
Branco Casimiro. Marta- Alice ha
l1a L‘(l i .\I.I‘\]I"-I]IFI lor manv vear
though she frequently visi
Furope 1o take part i writers

verenees, and so on. She
writes as Nuently now in English
as in Portuguese. and several of
her plays for Australian radio P
have won awards. She is also the
leading Higure in the local
Timorese cultural association
Lalack.

Darwin is still the home of
other fine Timorese artists. musi- :
cians and writers - though many
inevitably migrate to larger
Australian cities. The guilarist
and singer Agio Pereira is one.
who now lives in Sydney and
recently produced a record -

I'm Still Fighting - for a small
Melbourne company. In spite
of the album'’s English title. the
best song is in Portuguese - ;
Um Minuto de Silencio, cvoking
a moment of stillness among the
mountains of East Timor, a briel
lull in the struggle. The other
songs are largely written in
Tetum, and are mostly guitar-
accompanied agit-prop ballads:

but Agio has a haunting voice,

reminiscent of Victor Jara, and

makes telling use of Timorese

folk song.

Tetum is one of the local lan-
guages spoken in East Timor -

the most widely spoken. perhaps.

but only one of over a dozen

completely different languages in

the tiny province. (“Lafaek” is

Tetum for “crocodile”; the coun-

try is known as “the land of the

sleeping crocodile™.) I learnt this

arcane information from one of

the most cosmopolitan of all

Timorese, the musician Siméo

Barreto. who now lives in

Macau.

SIMAO'S STORY

Simdo's story is extraordinary
by any standards. He was born
in a village high up in the moun-
tains on the border between East
Timor and what was the Dutch
halfl of the island: his language
was not even Tetum, but another
local dialect. In 1958, at the age
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Dari rakyat Australia kepada rakyat indone
Selamat Datang di Arafura Games

Di bawah ini ada foto orang yang sedang disiksa. Siapalah
penyiksa, siapalah penderita? Di manalah terjadi?

Untuk rakyat Indonesia kebenaran tentang hal ini mengejutkan sekali,
karena media massa Indonesia tidak dibolehkan mengatakan yang

sebenarnya. ABRI-lah adalah penyiksa, seorang warga Timor Timur yang
penderital Di negeri Indonesialah terjadil Kalau hal ini tidak dapat
dipercava, silahkan datang ke pameran foto di Smith Street Mall (di tengah-
tengah kota Darwin) pada hari Jumat (sepanjang hari), tgl 16 Mei. Di

sanalah Anda akan menjadi yakin.

Selamat berolahraga di Australia
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C N R M Fast Timor Indonesian sea patrol stepping up
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Nulional Council of
Muubere Resistunoe

The National Council of Maubere Resistance is dismayed al the 28 July :elu'lsmcnl !1)/ an
(hat navy patrols around the illegally occupied territory ol” Fasl

Indones;i iral
estun Admiral, . . |
Timor shall be slepped up Lo prevent [uture Fast Timorese boal people altempls (o [lee (o

freedom in Australia.

This vindicates statements in recent months by Fast Timor Catholic Bishop Ximenes Belo
that Liast ‘l'imor is a prison. ‘lestimonics from both locals and visitors consistently
denounce the oppressive and unjust situation, and the progressively deteriorating human

rights conditions in the territory.

José¢ Ramos Ilorta, CNRM Special Representative, said from Geneva, where he is
attending this year's mecting of the United Nations [luman Rights Sub-Conu‘nission‘on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minoritics, which is again to discuss Last
Timor this weck, "the rccent Indoncsian statement shows the despair of the Suhaﬁo‘
dictatorship with the rapidly deteriorating Last Timor situation. ‘Lhe ccascless cfforts of
the Last Limorese people to free themselves from the oppressive Indonesian yoke, cven by
braving the scas as the recent 18 boat people, are proof of the Maubere people's rejection
of Indoncsian colonialism. ‘The only response Jakarta scems capable of is to turn the

territory into a Buru or Gulag prison island.

This latest development also once again cvidences Jakarta's alrcady clear deep contempt
for Australia, and the failurc of Australia’s appcasement approach towards the Suharto
dictatorship.  For years Indonesia has been ignoring Canberra's pleas (o lake aclion fo
stem ongoing illegal incursions into Australian waters by Indonesian fishermen. Jakarta

always claims not (o have the resources (o palrol the seas.

Aller the successlul flight of 18 courageous Fast Timorese viclims the fear of further
exposures ol the unending oppression and human rights violations perpetraled by the
Indonesian Army in Fast Timor, seems (0 have made resources available f[or future

intensive maritime border patrolling.

Over hall”a decade afler the collapse of the infamous ‘iron curtain' in Furope, the Asia
Pucilic region sees (he erection of an anachronistic and odious 'balik curtain', as (he
Suharlo dictatorship desperately altempts (o prevent loosing its grip over Fast Timor and
to protect itsell from the winds of freedom and democracy Increasingly blowing towards

the Indonesian archipelago.

Further comment :
Jose Ramos Horta +41 22 362 4032, Jose Gusmao 61 89 275478

‘ ' iheraioh the hlcgwm% T




Dath Numbarss Troop Nombers in Past ey
Rob Woesloy-Smith, Austoaltnns 1or a oo Fast Tunor Darwin

Sotmcbady Trom the Indonestan Intel mide was tegitive about the huae

‘ 4
numbery of Indonestan mvasion and ovcupation related desths in East
[imor, and the presont levels of Indonesian woops there

| DEATH NUMBERS, OF course Intel and their accolvies alwiava try

to Blame the brvel two week infernecme violence in Avgust 1975 for

(e massive death toll, but s s talse,  In 1975 batore the Indonysian
imvaston about 2000 Last Timorese died, bad enough, and there are plenty
of people with blood on thetr hands strutting the world stage today

However Fretilin did a good job runaing the countey Sep<Dec 78 whilsi
having to contend with the threat and actuality of an Indonesian invasion,

at the same tune getting SO help from any country tneluding my own which
on this ssue has been and ix quite despicable.

(However [ note for the record that | can say such things without being R v
killed or incarcerated for ‘treason’ as is the case in Indonesia. ) |

i
I garly 1979 1 st produced a seorecard which read 100,000 Fusi ) i
Fimorese Killed i the imital invasion. say by end of 1976, and e -
100,000 Lilled by bullets, knives and bombs but also massively by sy ']
starvation and attendant disease, (The estimate also added 25,000 i
Indongsian soldicrs killed including 3 Goncrals). By Scptember 1979 o
A6 was clear that the starvation ete was on a massive scale, and that O :

more deaths occurred in this period than in Dec1975 to end 1976,
Perhaps the true total higure then was much much more than 200,000,
and clearly by now must be 300,000,

Mﬁgmmnmhmduuﬂmpwnhﬂmm(ﬂmmm
been well covered by Jim Dunn), but on admissions by Indonesians such as :
'FWLMMWWMW credible roporin by
mMMTWMwmdmwﬂuMdm “.J.Fm,' B
nummmmmmwm.mm -
~ latel’ confirmation, mmmmwmmm
m«mrmu.ummmmumm
wumwawmm Tasmanian aboriginal
110 the 19th century, mmmnmﬂmwm
MMMwnmmwhme

: mmmmammmﬂ
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¢ : INDON TROOP NUMBERS These have increased as has the infer
pressure on Indonesia, in line with with the Suharto mentality of military
solutions for all issues, :

** In late 1993 information came through from Resistance sources and was- e IS
published by eg AFFET and by Matebian News Dec93 listing the Indonesian "
battalions in East Timor then. as a minimum. S
These incladed: 112, 121, 131, 301, 321, 405, 407, 412, 413, 502, 512, 516,
527, 611, 612, 631, which totals 16 plus 744 and 745 permanently there. A
~ This kst does not include the Commandos, Kopassus, airforce, and several
ara-military, plus the settlers and civvies ex-military or current St
! '-in-dlsgmsc which is a feature of Indonesian colonisation policies. iy

{ !
LRSI y e . IR

e In late 1996 again details came through and this was reported eg by AFFET:
and ETIO on regET 28/10/96. The battalions known included the foll wing
(plus all the others as mentioned before): 100, 310, 320, 321, 322, 323
328, 401, 410, 301, 503, 509, :17 513, 570, 611, 612, 623, 642, ma, 741 S

g -

| Lz 743, 744, 745, 049, 052, ongress Rep Fra
| iﬁf}, id at least 16.000 Indon troops were in Ea { Timor, a lot more acer
A ﬂam wha Iniel or their ap(ﬂo@sls ulmm. : ol 4
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re Jourmos AsSSOon wailh Froluin T WO Bave deen e
stranpe if the had not asseaared wath Freabn, as the de

facto government, and as an open friendly organisation

which encouraged joumos and visttors o East Timor o see

the truth for themselves. (I have always behieved that thas

exampie of apennNess I Lrovemment n the region Was ong

of the mam Dctors winch temified Subarto Murdam ot al

into stopping i lest others followed or demanded it to).

The Australian goverunent even then at that tme tned (o
make travel 1o Fast Timor &ifhicult.  For example, the
airport manager disclosed hitherto unsuspected powers ol
stopping people travelling to Bast Timor - the NT Council
for Civil Libertics moved: "stop trving to restnict

people fhving from Darwin to Dili; (also to investigate all
aliegations of Australian involvement in the events of the
ol war. by the way).  Govermment spies were prominent
m Darwin and also in East Timor, where quite Iikely they _ B e
encouraged UDT and then Indonesia.  In December 1973 P RO RSO oy
it took direct intervention by Foreign Affairs minister ', B s Sy S
~+ Andrew Peacock to get a plane in to Dili to get Horta and - | R £ AR u,u
~ others out before the mvasion which we know was cm e "‘”;rg

Why does the Right wing always try to make somethingof  °
the § journos "association with Fretin™ 1t is such G -
2 waste of ime! Should thev have associated with the B B o
discredited UDT which clearly initiated the murderous
coup agamst Fretilin and who's leadors werenowbusy
seling out to Indonesia? Or to Apoded the traitors?
Perhaps the journos should have walked to the hlmll'? S
Fretilin had the support of most of the peopleatthat -~
ime, mdhadmpmﬂwﬂedgmommlm,-,ﬁ S ot MR A T
m they had loaska&]m. _“ o S el £

ZiEg  Wearing, mwormmmmfwmmx 5 i
) Y-'-;_;ﬁhmtmmhywwmm:a nough
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Plnsuade the jownos 1o leave 100, W h\ does the

Wing so criticise the journos for wanting to film the
indonesian invasion which Indonesia was (and does) deny
Was happenmg? [ thought it was the DUTY of proper
Joumos to seck the truth and 1o reportit. These guys were
mexpenenced in war reporting, mavbe a bit naive, but is
that any reason to brutsily murder them? (Some were
bovind and then humed alive).  Arndt and Woolcott do not
“onuplain about this. 1 doabt they ever have, [ imagine #s 2
..o..l-.x.n} circuit joke for them with their Indonesian mates.
I think the 3 Oz journos and the 6th Roger Fast were
unequivocal heroes, so there!

’tblﬂquwmonmt“nokonctalm.ﬂmmwmw
“oncemed for the joumos’ safety due 10 prior knowledge
of the Indons murderous intent, DID he they wam the
Government 1o back off, and if not why not?
MMRE\IRMWCWM“WM
up the Australian Foreign Affairs Depariment to
Mymwmmcbzmﬂui’?mmﬁc 1s subjugaied lo
Pragmatiom’. One wonders if the ‘morafisfic’ current
Prime Minister of Australia will change this approach?”
Given that Woolcott has been responsible for the
disastrous Australian policics towards Indoncsia and East
Tumor for so long. why is he atforded anv credibility

: _W H Amdt s littic better.

':'mqmntmdzeabme Why did Australia e
mmwnphmahommamurderefﬁs‘wmm
~#omow? If it had and vigorously. would that have
wﬂdﬁmﬁlfsummdmmanmmofﬁafma

Hovsm\k anmﬁm ‘
ra&onmmtzt'l'm? ch .
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WaTEhen aurmahsk @ East Timor m
SERERce and coverup Dy suooseve Australan
FATTIRNN W oofiasion nth e Suharto murdarous
e TR, 1 an ongowRg sore which neods 10 be
amoad ‘h&ammmﬂm there were
e 2 fon wimosses not imtorviewed o avaiiable because Rt

BRSSO O SIS (ggmmm_
& Bolicontier. also that som \miu'

mMEﬁYm fmmmuwm
Avstraia accept the ilegal and genockdal ,
all morafny adl@iv‘ lmm&u“h
noi @ve ihe - mndnmwuwuq?a
crod@benty at all. 1.2t the truth out! Nh',_

qnimwhom umww




ONE STORY OF TORTURE IN EAST TIMOR
ANTONIO PINTO GOVEIA - One of the Timorese Boat People

In November 1994 Australian writer and long time East Timor activist now
living in Portugal Jill Joliffe made arrangements to meet up with an East Timorese
contact in Jakarta. Antonio Goveia was chosen as the most capable young man to go.
He told everyone he was going on holidays, met up with Joliffe in Jakarta, was given‘
money and papers to take back with him to East Timor and arranged to meet her again
in West Timor after she'd travelled around.

Goveia with three friends was able to get Joliffe and her friend into Dili by
driving through the mountains by an old track. The next day (30th November) they
left Dili at Spm to drive to Bacau. They arrived after dark but soon realised they were
being followed. Managed to get the two women out near a bridge and Goveia took
them to a small cave underneath. Goveia's friends drove off. One of them was able to
jump out of the car further on and disappear but the driver was caught by the military
pursuers and in his terror told them were the three were hiding.

Goveia was captured at 3am by himself. He was taken to Red Beret
headquarters and the interrogations and betings began. He was kicked, punched in the
face and told to tell them where the women were.( The military had information from
Dili about the group.)

"At the hotel" he kept telling them.

"You liar, you liar, they're not there, we've checked".

A kick to the belly made Goveia feel like he was dying but he kept standing up. The
soldiers dragged him to a car and they went searching for Joliffe, who was found
because she put her head up into a spotlight not because Goveia told where she was.

He was taken separately back to headquarters and the interrogations began
again. "Why are you with these women"?

He told them he had met them in Jakarta when he was on holidays and offered to
show them around Timor. It appears Joliffe stuck to the same story. He was locked in
a tiny room and left there till the nest night when the soldiers came and got him at
lam. blindfolded him, tied his hands behind his back and took him to a car. The
threats of execution began.

"You are going to tell the truth or we will kill you". Goveia was terrified.
They interrogated him about the guerilla leaders, who had sent him to meet these
women, where did the money come from for the trip.....They drove him around still
blindfolded then got him out of the car somewhere.

"Get the knife" he heard. They sat him down put the point of the knife to his
back and left it there while the questions continued.

The knife was taken away and he heard someone groan as though he'd been
stabbed. Someone fell down. Was it acted or real? He didn't know.

"We've just killed one of your friends. If you don't tell the truth the next person
to die will be you."

Three shots rang out. "Wrap the head in plastic so the blood doesn't smell
tomorrow” he heard then the sound of dirt being thrown as though someone was being
buried.

; "Now two friends have gone, it will be you next if you continue lying".
Goveia stuck to his story.so they lay him down as though ready for death.
“Now you are going to tell the truth”



T T TR TR R .

e yet" and drove him to

"I've told you everything".
llic chime of 2am. A

They bundled him into the car saying "y
another place to continue the interrogations.
long hour, |

Another car, driven around for a long ti

"Tell us the story or die" - : "
.. ' Qg we'll let you gO.
The head military told him if you tell us where Koni Santana 18 Y

"I don't know",

our destiny hasn't com
He heard the meta

me arriving in LoOS Palos.

at 7pm that night (1st December). They

The next interrogation session began . ).
" r saying Goveia must die if he

showed him a letter signed by the military commande
didn't tell the truth.

"If we don't have the truth say goodbye". ‘
They made him sit on the floor and kicked and punched him. A chglr was thro
himand broken over his head. At 1am he was taken to Dili where his hz?nds were
untied but the beatings and kickings continued. A gun was pointed at him and fired.

Goveia does not know where the bullet went - he was still alive. .
The Red Berets here stood on his face and kickedhim in the head with their boots. His
face no longer felt like a face and he no longer cared whether he lived or died.

wn at

He was then transported to another building where he was put into a sack, it
was tied up well and he was dumped into a car. He got very hot and thirsty and asked
for water.

"No water for you"
He begged for dirty water or even urine. They put a pistol into his mouth

"This is what you're asking for"

Then the Commander came out who had been the first to kick him when he
arrived there. He asked for Goveia so they took him out of the sack. Hewas given a
drink of Sprite and the Commander pretended they had mistakenly mistreated him
He was given food but was too sick to eat. ‘
19 He was taken back to Bacau where they gave him some medication for his
injuries. He was interrogated again the next day. He signed a paper saying only what

he'd told them. They kept him imprisoned till his injuries h
let him go on the 7th December. NS R i s tho

Antonio Pinto Goveia 26/10/95
Translated from Portugeuse by Fatima Gusmao
Summarised by J. Conway
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Australians for a Free East Timor

GPO Box 2155, Darwin, Australia 0801
tel. +61-8-8948-2010 fax +61-8-8948-4022

Testimony before the United Nations Special Committee on Decolonization

New York, July 23, 1996. Presented by Ms. Eleanor Hoffman

Australians for a Free East Timor is a Darwin-based solidarity group concerned with the situation of the
East Timorese ;'t'u;ﬁs’c‘. Our close location to the territory of East Timor gives us an opportunity to monitor
the situation there. For this purpose, we maintain good communications with the people of East Timor, and
undertake periodic visits.

Ms. Rebecca Winters, an anthropology student who is one of our members, travelled extensively in East
Timor earlier this year. This is her report.

Wanting to see for myself what is really going on in East Timor, and to find out what the East Timorese
people really want, [ spent the whole of May 1996 travelling in East Timor. Speaking basic Bahasa
Indonesia and Portuguese, I had hundreds of conversations with East Timorese farmers, students, business
men. mothers. children, unemployed youths and labourers, all over East Timor. I spoke to Indonesian
migrants (trans-migrants, as referred to by Indonesia) in and between the cities of Dili, Baucau, Los Palos
and Maliana: few trans-migrants live far from these areas, which are relatively well-serviced with water and
electricity and connected by a well-made road. The interior mountain regions are almost exclusively
populated by East Timorese, many of whom live in extreme poverty. [ kept a daily journal of my
experiences in which [ recorded my observations and conversations.

Regarding the alleged statements by the Chairman of this Committee, Mr. Utula Semana, as reported in
the Java Post after his brief recent visit to East Timor, that “the progress made here (East Timor) shows that
things are tranquil,” and that “the presence of the armed forces (ABRI) is a very positive factor,” I can only
say that if [ too had spend only two days in East Timor, and spoken only to Governor Abilio Soares and
military commander Colonel Mahidin Simbolon. I might also have left East Timor with similar
misconceptions. Obviously one cannot hope to find out how the people feel unless one talks, or rather,
listens, to a cross-section of people.

That is what [ did.

When | first arrived in East Timor, an East Timorese warned me to be careful: “Dili is full of spies,” he
said. “If anyone heard me talking to you like this, [ would be arrested tonight. This is normal. And if you
don’t want to be sent back across the border, don't talk politics to anyone unless you’re sure you can trust
them. And if anyone asks you what we were talking about, tell them I wanted to practise my English with
you.”

As it is taken for granted in East Timor that any person suspected of being “anti-integration™ is
immediately arrested, the East Timorese are very cautious about speaking to strangers about politics. The
many young people who approached me often began the conversation by asking me about my country, and
then. if they were sure there were no spies around, they asked me what [ thought of the situation in East
Timor. As | always answered “I don’t know” to this question, they then told me, in furtive whispers, their
views of the situation. “The situation is intolerable,” I was told. “We are fighting but we need outside help,”
another said.



Most youths I spoke to had been imprisoned at least once, and all those who had been imprisoned said
they had been beaten and tortured. Some showed me torture wounds such as knife scars on the face. Other
tortures they told me they had suffered were electrocution, having chairs stood on their legs and sat on,
cigarettes burned on their skin, and careful manipulation of their internal organs causing acute pain.

ed to further meetings where [ met leaders of the clandestine

East Timor. One main problem, they said, was the ongoing house
r was the difficulty of maintaining a guerilla war with no

r stop fighting for independence, they know the

Some of these spontaneous meetings |
front and discussed the current situation in
arrests and tortures of the young people. Anothe

money. They said that although the East Timorese will neve
Indonesian army can never be beaten from within East Timor; what the East Timorese need to help them in

_their struggle for independence is international intervention. They all agreed that a referendum was essential
to the struggle for self-determination - a legitimate referendum, that is, of East Timorese people, monitored

by a body such as the UN.

During the four weeks I spent in East Timo
to the far eastern point of Tutuala: inland from B
coast: and inland through the mountainous regions o
questioned by military officers and police as to my reason for visit

was a tourist. In Dili, Baucau and Los Palos [ had private conversa
whom said they were involved in the resistance working for independence. They asked if [ was a journalist,

and although I said [ wasn’t, offered to arrange meetings between me and leaders of the clandestine front;
which allowed me to interview people who had been actively working for independence for years, in

between periods of imprisonment.

r, I travelled by bus along the Dili-Baucau-Los Palos coast
aucau through the mountains to Vikeke on the opposite

f Ermera and Atsabe to Maliana. [ was frequently

ing in East Timor; my answer was that |
tions with many East Timorese, many of

During my stays in the cities, trans-migrants and Timorese who spoke English sometimes approached

me and questioned me closely about my personal details, my reason for travelling in East Timor, and my
plans for the next few days. They often ended their interrogation by telling me that the people of East Timor
were happy with integration. Two of the trans-migrants told me that journalists’ stories about East Timor
that [ might have heard overseas were lies invented for political reasons. “We come from Java, but we are
Timorese now, all part of Indonesia,” one trans-migrant said. I noticed that these “Timorese” were much
better dressed - that is, more wealthy - than most East Timorese. [ listened to what they had to say, but did
not trust them because their questions seemed rehearsed, and their eyes and smiles did not look sincere.
Also. their stance and manner was usually very similar to that of the Indonesian soldiers I often dealt with.
Two who looked East Timorese told me “East Timor is happy now, there are no problems"; but they
wouldn’t look me in the eye, and [ didn’t believe them because of the general unhappiness [ had already
seen in East Timor. Also, unlike all the other East Timorese I spoke to, these men seemed to have no fear of
“intel” agents reporting them for talking to foreigners. [ was later told that people such as I have described
above - in fact, most people who speak English fluently - are most probably working for secret intelligence.

Travelling to in cities and villages, coastal areas and mountain regions, | observed and noted the state
of housing, the different levels of poverty, and the numbers of soldiers, military vehicles, and military
offices that [ saw. [ also noted the number of military checkpoints (where each passenger on the bus must
hand in his or her ID card to be checked), where sometimes the bus was searched by soldiers. [ spoke to
older men and women as well as other youths in a variety of situations -in shops, hotels, buses, restaurants,
or whilst walking along the road in towns and between villages.

[n Dili | met many East Timorese who looked at me with great interest, seeming to want to talk to me.
However, they rarely did so. As one clandestine friend told me, it is very risky for an East Timorese to speak
to a foreigner in public, in Dili, especially if he is already suspected of being involved in clandestine
activities. | also met several “spies,” as described above. And I also met dozens of youths actively involved
in the clandestine front for independence.
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In the tiny village of Tutuala, on the easternmost point of East Timor. Here, the soldion (from Java and
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Indonesian) the children and young girls of the village. | was told by them that the soldives were “dad men”
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| spoke to a large number of Bast Timorese people i the mountain regions from Frmera to Atsabe to
Robonaro, near Maliana. Recause there were tow buses, | spent two whaole days walking, so had many
opportunities for private conversation Algo, pethaps because there appeared to be less suldiers in this
region, and no trans-migrants, more Fast Timorese were willing - indeed, eager - to speak to me. | could not
talk with everybody here, because many older people could ot speak Indonesian or Portugtiese (Tetin
betng the usual language). However, | spoke o the younger ones in Indonesia, and a few older ones in
Portuguese, whose general statements | noted as follows: “The situation is terrible . There is often not
enough to eat; many, many people are stk with cough™ (1 later found out that thig “cough™ is tuberculosis,
the effects of which are worsened by malnutrition,) . there is often no waler closer than five or six
Kilometres from the villages, and the water is often bad™ (that is, it makes them sick when they drink it)
Hetween Atsabe and Maliana, the situation looked especially bad; many of the people | met were coughing
and looked sicker and much thinner than anywhere else in East Timor, except pethaps a very poor region |
observed in the mountains inland from Vikeke. [n this area, houses badly needed re-thatching and children
were often very pot-bellied, obviously suffering trom malnutrition. [n my conversations with the women, |
often asked them about their families; the usual answer was that they had eight or nine children: but then
they would add “but four dead” or “but five dend.” When | asked, they said that these dead children had

almost always died at younger than two or three years of nge.

Later. in Dili, [ recorded one East Timorese Catholic priest’s answer to my questions: “why afe 5o
many babies dying? Why are so many people sick?" His answer: "Bad water; not enough food; weak, they
die. But it's psychological, of course, not physical, Poverty's not the real reason for our problems, It's this
continually getting beaten down by this occupation; these soldiers, these Indonesian flags, these spies.. it
makes us sick! This is the problem! We don’t want the hospitals - the people refuse to go to Indonesian
hospitals anyway, and you know why? Because it's the enemy! Get the Indonesians out and we will begin to

get healthy again!”

In one small village | was ushered into a room with practically the whole local population, about
twenty adults and ten or so older children. The younger children were sent outside and posted on top of the
hill as scouts; if a vehicle approached, all the villagers would go back outside 5o that no passer by would
suspect anything. There was an ABRI military base only four kilometres away, they said.

[ spoke mostly in Portuguese to one man, whom | will call Jose. He translated my questions and
answers to the others. Firstly, Jose asked if | knew much about the struggle for independence in East Timor.
When | explained that [ knew a fair bit from reading the newspapers in my own country, everyone seemed
very pleased, smiling and nodding. Jose asked me what the UN was up to now, and why countries didn’t
uphold UN resolutions; [ replied as best I could. Jose translated and the others shook their heads gravely. |
was quite surprised that these people in this remote village with no electricity, cars, of running water,
seemed not only familiar with the workings of the UN, but seemed to believe that their future
upon the UN and the implementation of its resolutions. “Portugal tries,” Jose said; “But nobody listens.
Why? The UN tries - everybody is meant to listen. But nothing changes.” An old man spoke; Jose
translated: “Four hundred years we fought for independence, and then Portugal left. But Portugal didn’t try



to ldestroy us like Indonesia! Not like this Jast twenty years! When will it end?” In Indonesian, another man
said: “All of us - wives, children, everyone! - all we want is one thing: Independence!”

This vocal call for independence [ heard at least a dozen times in my short, roadside dialogues with
people in the mountains; for here, where there was more freedom to speak, when [ found people who spoke
Indonesian I did ask: “What do you want?” The answer was always one word: “Independence!” Or, as one
child said, looking me in the eye, “Independence, or death!” Some women took my hand as I left and asked
if [ had any medicine: “Cough - my baby is sick - cough. You have medicine?” Indeed, their babies were
coughing and looked very thin; although the adults in this region were also always very thin. One middle-
aged man said brokenly, “We are used to being poor. That’s not the problem. The problem is we can’t live
like this, under the Indonesians.”

The youths [ met on this mountain road always shook my hand vigorously, often with a secret smile as
if they thought I was probably on their side, and a quick V-for victory sign or a salute as they turned away.
One youth took me to visit his home, where I spent some time speaking in hushed tones with he and his
father, who both worked in the clandestine front running messages to and from the guerrillas. “But of course
we do what we can,” the boy said. “Everybody here works for the resistance in one way or another. We are

the resistance!”

For a whole day, that is, seven or eight hours it took to walk from one village to the next, I found few
people who spoke any Indonesian. During the afternoon, every single time [ passed a house the reaction was
the same: the children or the mother would see me and stare in shock, then run to tell the others; the whole
family would emerge from inside the house or garden and rush towards me, sometimes almost at a run;
women clasped my hands and kissed both my cheeks, children kissed my hands fearfully and respectfully,
babies burst into screams at seeing my white face, men took my hands and held them warmly. Often the
women and the older men had tears in their eyes, and looked at me beseechingly, as if they were at the end
of their resources and were pleading me to help them somehow. This repeated, silent plea of one human
being to another made me feel more for the suffering of these people than any verbal testimony ever could.

[ have left East Timor but [ will never leave behind experiences such as these, which have entered into
my very blood, reminding me constantly that “East Timor” is not some faraway island with problems
nothing to do with me; East Timor, nightmare-ish as it seems with spies and torture and soldiers in every
village, is real, and so are its people - as real and as human as human as myself.

And so, Chairman and members of the Decolonisation Committee, I do not believe it is enough for you
to listen to peoples’ submissions, because mere words could not possibly impress upon you the stark reality
of life in East Timor under Indonesian occupation. And don’t believe it is enough for you to go there and be
taken on those tours of East Timor so carefully planned by Indonesian generals, meeting [ndonesian
officials and the pro-integration Governor, Abilio Soares, who some East Timorese told me is not “real
Timorese™ because he has betrayed them. If you don’t meet the people of East Timor yourselves, you will
see and hear nothing but Indonesian propaganda. What I suggest you do, if at all possible, is go to East
Timor yourselves, insist on being left alone by the Indonesian generals and officials, and if you can manage
to get away from the Indonesian spies who will inevitably follow you around, speak to the people and listen
to what they have to say. If it is impossible to speak to them because of spies or language barriers, just look
at the battalions of soldiers, the poverty of the people in the mountains; and look into the eyes of old people
who have been suffering for twenty years, young people who have grown up under Indonesian occupation,
children who know they cannot mention the word “Timor Leste” in public, students without a future
working for the clandestine front. Look into their eyes, if they are afraid to speak to you, and ask yourself -
not the Indonesian generals - “are the people of East Timor really as happy as Indonesia says?”

Thank you Mr Chairman, ladies and gentlemen.
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Nas Montanhay da "}étf‘b‘ﬁ,l a0s 1% de Mﬂr?o de 1999~



A FALINTIL COMMANDER

REPORTS - abrief overview
of the military situation

by Commander Dai Tula

This is a summary of a report issued by the
mf?n?bcrs of FALINTIL in order to allow those
Outside to grasp a piece of reality inside East Timor.

Thﬁ: military offensive (by the enemy) launched in
Apnl this year was implemented in the whole of East
Timor,

In April, batallion 301 which was responsible for
the counter-guerilla attacks in the areas of the river of
‘Matabuu and seixal, and in the areass between
Abafata to Macalaco, Massal,

Uaiculo, Caiduorua, C
Uatobela and Uaime, These arcas bel
administrative zone of Vemasse.
offensives in the arcas of Ua

Mausoci, etc. "
sone of Laleia. Later on the same forces moved to the

central region, specially active in Laline

aidanacua, Betolae, Loilela,
ong to the
They also mounted
imori of Vemassc,
which belong to the administrative

and Ailana.

There were also operations in Uiliba, Nunuoli, Uaiculo,
Caiduactolae, Loilela, Uatobela and Uata. The total
number of troops mobilised for this three-month
operation was four batallions (bat. 112, 301 and

502). The active forces so far used, however, did not
reflect the total number of four batallions. Batallion
301, for example, only used half of its forces for the
attacks.

The batallions which operates in East Timor are the
following: 112,121, 131, 301, 321, 405, 407, 412,
413,502,512, 516,527,611, 612 and 631. A total

of 16 batallions without in-

Iestau, Sonealari, Sorolai,
Lamaraque, Ossluga, Issabu,
etc., retrieved to the area of
Buibau/Baucau.

In the areas above, batallion
301 stayed for one month.
Their activities included
mounting attacks in the bush
walkways and roads where
they suspect that the guenllas h_
of FALINTIL might use; they | * .-
also sct up networks to spy on | e
the population tomonitor what s
the population talks about.

The residence of former pris- =24 T z
oners were constantly under
survelllance. Sometimes 1n [4
the middle of the night, they M5
can be arrested for interroga-
tion to find out about strange §
faces in their houses (i.e. the K%

gucrillas)

In June, the enemy launched their clean-up opera-
tion in the military region no.2 (Laleia to Venilale,
from Luilubo/Ostico to Bucoli) including Vemasse,
and Ossu.

The first military move was made in the first days
of June from Loilubo to Ostico. The forces involved
in this move came from Baucau, and started their

operations since Uaiquirassa, Ossoquiliba, Nunuoli,

cluding batallions 744 and
745, which are stationed per-
manently in East Timor. This
does not include also the com-
mandos or kopassus, kopasgat
and Linud, the Airforce which
are based in Baucau. Other
forces, not included in these
16 batallions are the paramihi-
tary forces such as the Tim-
Saka, Tim-Sera, Tim-Makikit
and Tim-Alfa.

Tim Saka was partioned into

two groups: one, based in
w4 Kodim of Baucau, another
#] based in Lai Soro Lai -
M Quelicai

Batallion 301 1s composed
L 5L 3 of 750 soldiers. The forces
- ; \a ¢ which make up the Kodim of

= i Baucau are 400 men, and the

Commander Dai Tula

police force 1s made up of 120
men.

On the 26 of June, forces of Tim-Saka based in Lai
Soro Lai moved to the east of Matebian in response
to combats taken place between Falintil forces of
region no. 1 against units of Tim-Saka, resulting in 3
Tim-Saka soldiers killed and two wounded. This
combat took place on 17 of May, in the areas of
Daudere/Luro. g

Note: This summary was made possible by
students organisation in East Timor.

—————————
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How Reebok exploits its Indonesian workforce

(neE fOHOWI'ng extract is from an interview of Pharis Harvey, Executive Director of the International

De

Woﬂ:_,co""d you describe briefly how shoe production
in Indones:a? :
l'.udu:y: There are about 25,000 workers in the shoe

ar, in Indonesia. They work for about seven or cight
[ndg & c""“P-’lnics that are about half Korean owned _ancl half
So Ohesian owned, and make their product on consignment.
andu*e'samc companies may be producing for both Reebok
mo .le?- Adidas is there. They're all there. Converse 1S

Ving in. Converse has done a lot of production in the US

b 1, - .
Ut they're moving out now, to [ndonesia or Australia.

{Vvﬂ\‘[: What are the wages and working conditions?
hat is it like for people who might want to unionise?
¥: Well, if they want to unionise, then the SPSI, the
Indonesian government—controlled union, comes in and sets
Up the union for them. Those who attempt genuine, free
Union organising get fired, hauled off to jail or 'disappear’
and are Occasionally killed.
Wages in the shoe industry in Indonesia tend to hover
between 2-3,000 rupiahs, about a dollar to a dollar fifty a
day. There was recently a stoppage at Reebok.

. _year. Reebok ado .a code of_conduct
"Cll'tlll;l.g“ the factories in Ind;l::z!_a.'.:ﬂas tﬁggzompany
done anything concrete about implementing it?
Harvey: Well, I'm waiting. We did a lot of work with them
on the code in August. And they made quite an extensive
tour of all their plants to try to get an accurate picture, and
Doug Kahn from their human rights foundation came back
from his tour recognising that there were some problems in
some of the factories. But he frankly said: T don't know
how far we can go on this and how fast we can go on this.'

Ur Rights Education and Research Fund in Washington, published in 'Multinational Monitor',
. ce.mber 1993, Along with Asia Watch, the ILRERF submitted evidence to the US Trade Representa—
th 1992 arg5ing that GSP trade privileges should be withdrawn from Indonesia.

MM: Couldn't Reebok simply say to its contractors:
'Pay a higher wage'?
Harvey: They could do that.

MM: If Reebok doubled the wages of its workers in
Indonesia, what effect would that have on its overall
costs and profits?

Harvey: Well, if Reebok doubled their wages, it could raise
the cost of a shoe from $79 to $80 and nobody would ever
notice it. There is now about $1 worth of labour that goes
into a shoe.

In 1991, Paul Fireman, the CEO [chief executive officer]
of Reebok, was paid at least two times as much as the
entire workforce of the Indonesian shoe industry. Reebok
has 25,000 workers in Indonesia. If you allow $1.50 a day,
for 300 days a year, you've got an annual wage of $500 a
person. Add a few benefits and bring it up to $600 maybe.
25,000 times $600 is $15 million, and that's the most
generous counting. Fireman made $31,000,000 in 1991.

MM: What do you think of companies like Reebok,
which give human rights awards*), and make a major
point of claiming that they're a company that stands for
human rights? P, Al _

Harvey: [ think it makes them vulnerable to some practices
within their own industry. It puts a heavy burden on us and
you to look at their records to see if they deserve the
accolades they give themselves. 3

*) Reebok gave one of its 1992 human rights awards to Fernando
Araujo, and East Timorese student who is serving a nine-year
sentence in Cipinang Prison.

GSP: Washington postpones decision

The US Trade Representative, Mickey Kantor, announced
on 15 February that the decision on whether to keep or
abolish ' GSP ‘- Generalised System of Preferences -
privileges for Indonesia is to be postponed for six months,
to August 1994. This means, he said; that the review of
[ndonesian labour rights policies has been ‘suspended’
though not ‘terminated’. : '

Under US law, GSP privileges which allow duty-free
access to the US market for the products of manufacturing
industries in developing countries cannot be granted to

jes where labour rights are not upheld.

Asia Watch, the New York-based human rights organisa-
ion which, along with the International Labour Rights

and Rescarch Fund, petitioned the US govern-
ment to cxamine Indonesia’s eligibility to enjoy trade
privileges under GSP, described the decision as unsatisfac

tory. 'On the one hand,' said Asia Watch executive director
Sidney Jones, 'it says that Indonesia has not done enough to
merit a termination of the review. That's an understatement
especially given the arrest of labour activists (on the eve of
the SBSI strike). On the other hand it lets Indonesia off the
hook by saying that the review has been suspended (which)
removes the pressure to carry the reforms any further.'

Asia Watch also criticised the decision as being empty of
any 8pcciﬁc.:s. While saying the Trade Representative would
assess continuing progress in six months, it does not say
what [ndonesia is expected to do. 'Unless those details are
spelled out and made public, the six-month assessment is
meaningless.' [Asia Watch Press Release, 16.2.1994)

As the articles appearing elsewhere in this Bulletin show,
no progress has been made on the crucial issues of freedom

continued on page 8
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FRETILIN PEACE-PLAN (Q@ ‘ pUJA. 4T¥

ugh its Wipreme military command, the Revolutio-
nar»‘?&)rﬁngﬂ ffr Naptiona! Resistance (C.R.-R.N.), FRETILIN
presented to the Indonesian Government its Plan for Peace
whose application would guarantee, on the one hand, respect
for the rights of the Maubere People and their freely. cxprcssed
will, and on the other, a possibility for other countries interes-
ted in the East Timor problem to follow the process. Th_us. on
the 10th of May, 1983, the President of the Rcvolt'mona_ry
Council for National Resistance and the Commander in Chief
of FALINTIL, KAY RALA XANANA GUSMAO issued a
press statement which included the following:

“FRETILIN DECLARES thad the Maubere People are
conscious of their insertion in South East Asia. FRET TLIN de-
clares that, because of this, it has never desired, does not, and
never will desire that East Timor should be a focus for the

spread of conflicts. East Timor is a non-aligned country and
follows a policy of peaceful coexistence. These principles will
regulate its relations with all countries and strengthen the links
of technical, economic and cultural cooperation with its neigh-
bours. The Maubere People know that they must respect the in-
terests of their neighbours and also believe that their own legilti-
mate interests will be respected”.

Despite the recommencement of hostility by Indonesia and
its unilateral breaking of the cease-fire agreed on the 23rd of
March, 1983, as the first step in the application of the Peace
Plan, there is no doubt that this today represents a fundamen-
tal instrument for the political and diplomatic action of the
Maubere People. Its conception in the beat of armed struggle is
a guarantee of its maturity, gained in the accumulation of eight ”
years of political struggle. It is the only proposal of substance
for resolving the conflict presented to date.

The Peace Plan, which was supported by the Heads of Sta-
te of Angola, Cape Verde, Guinea Bissau, Mozambique and
Sdo Tome ¢ Principe at the Bissau Summit, in December 1983,
constitutes a platform around which a politically and geogra-
phically diverse range of countries that desire peace, progress
and justice can united, and international solidarity can be coor-
dinated.

L In terms of the United Nations General Assembly Reso-
lut{ons ISJfl (XV) and 1541 (XV), with the mediation of the
United Nations Secretary General, direct talk between Portu-

8 a

oneea tonr

gal, Indon

i 3 - .- -
O United Nations should begin, to ciscuss:

a- The creation of a United Nations or Mﬂw
peacekeeping force, whose impartialiry would be an indispen-
sable condition for guaranteeing and putting into practise:

e A functioning Transitional

e The correct implementation of decisions taken du-
ring discussions on the positioning of the opposing forces —

FALINTIL and the Indonesian Armed Forces.

b. The organization of free and democratic consultation

of the Maubere People.
c.-Setting a date for the transfer of sovereignty.

I1. Australia has the right to participate in the tnlks as an

observer.

[11.Further observers can be accepted if they are propo-
sals in equal number by each of the parties referred to in I and

agreed to by all of them.

©

BETWEEN THE 20th and 23rd of March, 1983, in libera-
ted territory of East Timor controlled by FALINTIL (the Ar-
med Forces for the National Liberation of East Timor), FRE-
TILIN and Indonesia decided to begin a process of dialogue.
The objective was to end the eight year long war which was still
far from over.

FRETILIN has always considered negotiations as the best
way to achieve a definite overall solution which would respect
the interests of the Maubere People and the states of the re-
gion. Only the adventurism of the Indonesian military hawks
led the Indonesian and Maubere Peoples into a war during
which both peoples have been sacrificed, suffering incalculable
material, human and moral losses.

Under the leadership of FRETILIN the Maubere People
have responded to the genocidal war directed by the Indonesian
Generals with a war of National Resistance. They have thus
proved their capacity ant determination to fight to safeguard
their legitimate interests and just aspirations.
 When, at the beginning of 1983, Indonesia showed its wil-
lingness to begin Preliminary Negotiations with FRETILIN. a
new chapter in the history of the Maubere People began i a

chapter with the perspective for at be
longed for. . peace that both peoples had

T ‘

ia and FRETILIN within the framework of the

i T T —

P
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A He p{u';-: ' et tast letters: Arms Trade to Indonesia
Hoi a !.-.'I_"]r\l.'n_j (9]
Fro
m: .
» Martin@amokmar.antenna.n! (Martin Broek)
Subisnt.
atéfct- IFlnIand asks for protest letiers Arms Trade to Indonesia
. Fri, 08 Mar 1996 15:53:00 +0200

IDfOtest letters to the Finnish Government on arms trade

Received from:

The Committee of 100
Peace Station

00520 Helsinki
Finland

tel: + 358 0 141336
fax: + 358 0 147297

The Finnish Government decided yesteraay (07-03) to give an
export license for the company Sisu t¢: export 60 armoured
troop-carriers to Indonesia. The deal is not confirmed yet,

but it is an option when the company get per:nission from the
government. Only three Ministers out of eighteen voted against
(1 green and 2 left wing). The main government parties,
socialist and conservative voted in favour The government
mentioned that for other European countries military exports
to Indonesia are not a problem. But this not true, because
Sweden, Portugal and Ireland do not accept this type of

exports to Indonesia.

We want to ask for a worldwide protest against the Finnish
Governments decision.

Please send your protest to the following fax numbers:

The Finnish Broadcasting Company

TV-News Helsinki Sanomat (the Main daily newspaper)

fax: + 358 0 1461476 fax: + 358 0 605709
The Commercial TV The Minister for Foreign Affairs
TV-News Mrs. Tarj
N8 0 140160 s. Tarja Halonen
fax: + fax: + 358 0 13415002

The Minister of Defence
Mrs. Anneli Taina
Fax + 358 0 1613985

Helsinki 8.3.1996
Kalle Sysikaski

st




Bishop Belo's visit to Darwin, Cassetie jaunch, etc, 3-7/12/93

Kepont by Kob Wesley-Smith  Box 2155 Darwin NT os)) PaFx 61 8898510115

Kast Timor's Bishop Belo camc 10 Australia in Nov-Dec 1993 for 3 rcasoms. 10 mecet
Timorese. to meet the Church, and 1o raisc money for his Sermnary (ic high school). 1t has

taken a decade for this visit to take place.

For Darwin this was to be a delicate matier, as Darwin iz the hearfland of Indonesian

diplomacy to gain acceptable entree 1o Australia, served by a compliant Territory govermment.
which never passes up an invitation to join with Consulate staff, busiways avoids association

with the patriotic section of our diverse Easi Timorese community.

Most East Timorese refugee families here came in 1975 to escape the brief civil war which
their party UDT started, but the other party Fretilin had the temenity and discipine to sanvive

and win. Thus therc was a basc of ultra-conservatives to start with

Inside East Timorthe people since 1975 have over 90% adopted Catholicism from 2 base of
about 45%, a tribute 10 the priests and religious inside (but definitely not outside) East Timor.

In 1979 Fr Leoncto de Rego said that during his 3 years in the mountains he regularly said
mass behind Fretilin lines. The Religious cried out "why has the world deserted us?” as East
Timorese were killed directly by the Indonesian military or indirectly by the effects of war-
induced famine and injury with only a few murmurs from mainstream world governmenis or

2 the international Catholic community.

Catholic sources reported a death toll to that point of 300,000 people, with widespread
starvation continuing. The NT Government gave a whopping $1.000 to the 1979 ICRC
:ppeal,thcmtithascvcrgivcntoassistﬁastﬁmcsc(rxthcrthmthccoloﬁm).

e

3% . Bishop Belo's predecessor Mgr Lopes came here in 1983/4, afier being cased out for specaking
i the truth about the war. In Darwin he was snubbed by long serving Bishop OLoughlin, who
| used to tell East Timorese to forget their past lives and country, (and families? I once asked
him to no avail), and concentrate on building a better life for themselves here.

It took 16 years (to the Dili Massacre of 12/11/91) for much of the Catholic Church in
Australia to recognise and/or speak out about the desperate needs of the church and people
inside East Timor since the Indoncsian invasion of 7/12/93. Some of that passion remains,

but much has been lost, especially it seems in Darwin, as we shall see.

m“.wm&shwwo'lodginﬂiﬁm,ammhdwum
stmTedCoﬂhstddABCnﬁoMeuﬁahbdﬂﬁﬁpﬂdod
_Wh.mwbﬂucxﬂﬁnifbhdoﬁaﬁbmhmmm
a visit was impossible. However calls by Timorese in Darwin to southern church contacts
resulted in a recarranged itinerary, (and possibly rearranged egos).

~ of his hand, (aided perhaps by his share of the Indonesian international public relations lobby

"
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n Darwin in tact when the Ambassador addressed the Darwin Press Club carlier this year he
28 under scige from a small but noisy East Timor demonstration, causing much loss of face,
" and slratcgicucrltly and exit by the fire escape. Since then his visits, and one from Al
Alatas, have been with the utmost secrecy, and/or maximum NT police presence. An
example was at the official opening on 25/6/93 of their new Consulate in the heart of the city,
made available due to specific cooperation of the NT and Federal governments.

A huge police presence also later that day at the launch of the 4%00 strong delegation of
Indonesian business people and spies at the Darwin Expo found no Timor supporter§ to has.sle
0 picked on unfortunate local exhibitors or friends, usually those not wearing de rigeur fies.
However the next day people with suspect political belicfs, denoted by the nature of the T-
shirts they wore, were summarily ¢jected by police, even as they approached the gates to exit!

Civil liberties - what are they?

In late NovemberIndonesian Ambassador Siagiam again came secretly to Darwin, where he
met Bishop Ted Collins and offered to supply a car and driver for Bishop Belo's visit, an offer
firmly rejected. However Bishop Ted did take Bishop Belo to meet the Consulate, and to

an Indonesian Association dinner.

At a planning mecting of East Timorese and supporters on 22/11 it was realised that ultra
conservative elements had largely hijacked the itinerary for Bishop Belo's visit. Most East
Timoresc are conscrvative, have great respect for the church and would be unable to challenge
the clergy face to face. But it was decided to approach Bishop Collins for redress.

Two main points were put: (1) that Bishop Belo be freed up a little, that he attend normal
church services and not be just restricted to special Timorese ones, etc (2) that the Church

should run a public appeal for funds for Bishop Belo's Seminary.

This seemed to be OK, but by the Friday it was found that Bishop Collins would not allow
a dedicated account to be used for an appeal, nor for any publicity - thus a Clayton's Appeal.
Thus an attempt was made (0 set up acommunity based appeal.

Unbelievably, this too proved impossible. A number of citizens of high standing were
approached, but for a varety of reasons did not feel able to front the appeal, and time was
running out. One suggestion was followed, as a desperation measure, to try to get the
Minister and his opposite number who dealt with Asian affairs to jointly host the appeal.
The Timorese involved did not feel able to ask NT Minister Shane Stone, so I did through
a Ministerial Officer, with full explanations. The reponse came back "NO", and when ALP's
Ken Parish spoke to him about it he was told it would be made a political issue if he was to

be involved.

On day one of Bishop Belo's visit the above Minister Stone had the privilege of a private
meeting with him.  The minister apparently suggested that East Timorese students should
mwmm It is not known, but thought unlikely, if he offered to pay costs, give to the
Seminary (high school) appeal, or why he should raise this matter with the Church leader.

- of East Timor, which is what prevents Timorese from furthering their education and self.
- management, and why it is vital to support the appeal for the Church high school in Dili.
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1 same N T Mimster took a media entowrage with um fo record hus samore prosontaion of
condolences to the Consulate over the carthquake tidal wave af Flores a year ago, and was so
ocnsed 1 Gnd me on the footpath when he cmerged to give a sincere kerbsade T
mierview, that 1 was forced to remind him that "scumbag” was a valued eprthet of the LeRt
and 1 was Inappropniate for him 1o hijack that 100, But do | digress?

The Bishops arvival was Friday 312 at Darwin airport at 815 am. duf there Was o press
reloase by the orgamisers.  Timorese were to dance a drum dance of welcome, with
“conservative® ladies amanging 1o join with others to put or a good show for the Bishop amd
also for the expected TV. Some conservatives showed but not in limorese dross and without
drums. One had Portugese dross.  They were oo tired”, they said, but was that trwe?

The others were 50 upset they could hardly drum, but were lod on by the expert sword dance
of Jose Gusmao. Nanana's cousin. Quack grectings, words 10 the press, and away Bishop Belo
was whisked to God knows where, His house 1 suppose.

Saturday was the visit to the East Timorese Association "La Faek™ club, and the main chance
for activists to meet Mim.  Almost no Timorese of the "conservatives® came, (those who &id
spent much of their ime looking anvious and offended), and probably only §% came of the
ominent citizens and politicians invited.  The conservatives had insisted that no public
document would contain both “La Faek™ and "Bishop Belo®, as this was said to be “political”,
and some oven said “communistic®. Is “communist® still used as a weapon elsowhere?

Timorese had constructed a magmificent entrance of hamboo and palm arches, and decorated
the club with palms. They had got the kevs to a hig new room only that week, and worked
hard to prepare.  The Bishop amived earlior than expected, and it took some persuading to
gt evervone once they had amived 10 go outside again for him © be received formally and
ceremontally through the arches.  Warm welcome speeches then lunch.

Speeches followed the usual unbelievahly wondertul food.  Rishop Belo spoke conservatively

in English, but did stress the absoluie importance for the preservation of culture and identity
of leaming the national language, Tetun.  This was a boost to the club where a Tetun sohool
has started with the great assistance of Japancse money and support.  His speech in Tetun
however raised several bursts of cheenng.

lhd&ehmoummmm.mdmmw:lmndedmmnlmvhm‘wam
did support East Timor nights, and apologised for the appalling record of the NT and
Australian governments and indeed, espocially until the Dili Massacre, the Australian Catholic
Church. ldoowedthelimthuhaiw\Maamm,vmmhmhh
speak inside East Timor than outside its prison like boundanies.

Alter some cultural performances, 67 yoar old Veronica Poreira powertully addvossed the
mhrmﬁ&mmmammmmuummw,mh

‘Next the La Faek choir (La Fack means * et j.d_j ik

Ariend Gunluckin Nimul (June Mills), musician and president

which ix the aboriginal tribe that traditionally owns the site of Darwin.
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Also singing with passion was Francisco (Gama, who defected from the Indonesian controlled
East Timor soccer side that came to Darwin for the 1991 Arafura Games. Indonesia and the
NT Government were embarrassed by 4 defections and the pressure put on others to save their
lives and stay. After heart wrenching emotional scenes at the atrport, the remaining group
of 11 decided to return. Of these, 7 were East Timorese, and of these 2 were murdered in
the Dili Massacre of 12/11/91, and one is still missing I believe. No further teams have been
allowed here, but one does not hear the NT government talking about that.

In retrospect it seems that this function at La Faek was the only time when Bishop Belo was
surrounded by supportive friends in a supportive environment. By mid afternoon he was
whisked away to say mass somewhere. That cvening he was taken to the Indoncsian
Association dinner, and they gave him just over $700 conscience money.

Sunday, day of masses, and prayers for justice, peace and goodwill I suppose. There had
been concerns that Bishop Belo was being isolated from the general Catholic church-going
population, and several calls were made down south about this. I believe Bishop Belo
attended the 9.30 mass at the Cathedral.

But then came a special mass for Timorese, but their active participation was frowned upon.
A warmning was mysteriously delivered that if Jose Gusmao took part he would be bashed.
The Portugese language book was unaccountably missing, and while lessons were read in
English, Josc was called upon by the Bishop to look for it. The altar boys were not robed,
and Timorese were not permitted to bring forward the offering. Not one other clergy was
present to assist the Bishop. The audience itself was small, whereas in Timor people queue
to getin. These things left Bishop Belo and many Timorese upset, confused and even angry.

Later Jose and others showed their mettle and went to the conservative Casuarina Portugese
and Timorese club, the one much favoured by the NT government. There Bishop Belo
unveiled a plaque, of course sight unseen. When unveiled it turned out to be only that same
plaque unveiled about 6 years ago by then Chief Minister Tuxworth. The purpose of this
charade and insult is hard to understand even for this battle-hardened veteran. And on
Monday Bishop Collins said farewell early as he had to go south as his sister had just died.
The parting was even cooler than the greeting at arrival.

Bishop Belo is a Timorcse, born and raised necar Bacau. He was made a full Bishop
reporting to Rome I understand as some sort of sign that the Vatican does not accept the
illegal and brutal Indonesian occupation of East Timor. He was the youngest Bishop ever
appointed I am told, and is a lovely caring and courageous man, deserving of much greater
international support. A Japanese initiative this year nominated him for the Nobel Peace
Prize, which would be fitting, along with the Timorese nation. He must ponder the nature
of much of the church and nation that is his nearest neighbour apart from his colonisers.

I find myself wondering what are the real values of justice and a fair i

nd m ' go which allegedly
distinguish the Australian Labor Party now in national government here from its opposition
mcomervanwl.abcralsandNaﬁonals. Bothluvedesenedﬂwﬁat'ﬁmuuctowam
shame. If there is a hell, it is populated i |
Mcmidhawdmemﬂmgtohelp For the heavenly, the is to work

j ; enly, message et

W,uthmm.mnlotsofsoulstomc,touynothigoﬁhcbo&es. g



East Timor invasion anniversary feature

WHEN Indonesian paratroops fell from the sky over Dili, twenty years
ago today, about 400 were picked off in mid-air by the city's
defenders. Others drowned in the sea. Of those who landed, many died
in fighting with other Indonesian units. Others were too weighed down
by loot (jewellery, beer, house windows) to defend themselves - and
were shot by the city’s Fretilin defenders. But this was the biggest

military operation since Indonesian independence, and eventually

numbers prevailed.

The conquerors of Dili were welcomed by a delegation of Chinese
community leaders, and another from Apodeti, East Timor's tiny pro-
indonesia political party. Both delegations were gunned down. So were
hundreds of ordinary East Timorese in the streets. Grenades were
tossed randomly into houses, and mass executions were carried out on
the Dili wharf. One of these targeted mothers, whose young children

were forced to watch. In another, Australian journalist Roger East

was shot.

In this manner Indonesia’s armed forces - indoctrinated in the belief
that they were invading a Communist country - began a bloodbath

which altered the nature of the former Portugese colony forever.

Though East Timor lacked the population for mass death on the scale
achieved by Pol Pot, the Indonesian invasion of December 7, 1975, did
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end up costing the lives of at least a quarter of the nation's people.
Based on the pre-invasion census, East Timor's population in 1980
should have been about 750,000. The Indonesian census of 1980
counted 200,000 less than that. The “200,000 deaths” figure is
regarded as credible even by East Timor’'s present Governor, Abilio

Osorio. A couple of Indonesian officials have privately put it much

higher.

*kk

At dawn one morning three weeks ago, shortly before all foreigners
were expelled from East Timor, | managed to get out onto the busy
streets of the capital, Dili, before my eight plainclothes minders

were awake. Overnight, hundreds of fully equipped riot police had
appeared - in trucks, on motorbikes and on foot. These Darth Vada
[sp?] lookalikes were matched in numbers by the men from the SGI,
the military intelligence organisation - distinguishable by their heavy

builds, crewcuts and running shoes. Together, the security forces

outnumbered citizens on the streets of Dili.

"Integration”, the Indonesian word for East Timor's status, is less
accurate than "occupation”. Dili has a military barracks every few
hundred metres. Timorese recruited by one of the intelligence

organisations (generically known as Intel ) report on their friends and

family. Priests report on their brother priests.
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My visit to East Timor was terminated when an international human

rights delegation was discovered in Dili. its members had entered

East Timor, on tourist visas, “to foment riots”, according to the
Indonesian Government. All foreigners were put under hotel arrest. We
were told we would be deported forthwith. As flights became
available, we were driven to the airport by military intelligence, then

escorted onto planes by Intel men. (Fifty in my case.) Intel boarded the

planes, and stayed with us to our destinations.

* k%

AUSTRALIA-INDONESIA relations are mostly cordial at the highest

levels, due to a quarter-century of strenuous diplomacy by Australian

leaders, and the Western leanings of President Suharto.

in 1974 Australian Prime Minister Gough Whitlam met Suharto in
indonesia, telling him that Australia understood Indonesia's desire to

annex East Timor, and would raise no objection provided no force was

used, and the local population was agreeable.

In August1975 there was a brief civil war in East Timor - partially
engineered by Indonesia - which was won by Fretilin, the pro-
independence party. Fretilin quickly established an unexpectedly
efficient administration. But on December 7, indonesian paratroops,
marines, special forces and regulars stormed Dili. Despite Indonesia's
breaching of his two conditions, no protest was issued by Whitlam -

by then a victim of a "coup" of his own. In the Fraser Government



which succeeded his, Foreign Minister Andrew Peacock’s mild

Protests were opposed by parliamentary colleagues and departmental

advisors. Australian opposition soon evaporated.

For 25 years, overdue trade and diplomatic bridges have been built
with our nearest and biggest neighbour - with Foreign Minister Gareth
Evans leading the effort in recent times. For all this, Australia is
often taken less than seriously by many within the Indonesian ruling
caste. Referring to Australia’s military aid to Indonesia, the rector of
an Indonesian University laughingly told me: "We are hitting these

people [the East Timorese] very hard - and the Australians, can you

believe, are helping us!"

Australian diplomats have long been seen by the Indonesians as

“pliable”. In 1975, when an Indonesian invasion of East Timor became

likely, Australia's Ambassador to Indonesia, Richard Woolcott, cabled

his Government that Australia should

act in a way which would be designed to minimise the public

impact in Australia and show privately understanding to

Indonesia of their problems.

Woolcott acknowledged that this was "a pragmatic rather than a
principled stand,” but "that is what national interest and foreign
policy are all about." He also pointed out that Timor Gap oil would be

more easily negotiated with Indonesia than with “Portugal or an

independent East Timor”.
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In October 1975, a Parliamentary statement was prepared by Don
Willesee. Whitlam's Foreign Minister, on Indonesia’s by then flagrant

military incursions into East Timor. A draft was sent to Woolcott

who cabled back:

Although we know it is not true, the formal position of the
Indonesian Government is still that there is no Indonesian
military intervention in East Timor. If the Minister said or

implied in public that the Indonesian Government was lying we

would invite a hurt and angry reaction.

Willesee's statement was duly toned down.

The junior Australian diplomat sent to Dili to observe the trial of the
captured Fretilin leader, Xanana Gusmao, was placed by authorities at
the back of the court, where he could not hear anything. He lodged no
protest at this, nor at the trial's glaring legal irregularities. His only
advice to Australian observers was not to offend Indonesia by using
the word “invasion”. Because of incidents like this one - which did
not go unnoticed by other foreign embassies - Australian diplomats

are not highy respected in Indonesia by their European counterparts.

*hA

Indonesian authorities live by a pervasive and unshakeable myth
regarding East Timor. Thus there was no invasion: instead, in
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December 1975 pro-Indonesia svolunteers" defeated pro-independence

"rebels". then petitioned Indonesia to absorb the region.

There was. too, no holocaust: no 200,000 dead from Indonesian
bombings, firing squads, napalmed villages, and the starvation brought
on by geographical dislocation. Instead, the myth goes, the majority of

the population accepted integration, and quickly came to reap

economic benefits.

These benefits are undeniable. There are hundreds of new schools, for
example - and illiteracy has been slashed. However there is often a
cost: East Timorese teachers told me that local languages have been

“unofficially" pushed off the syllabus by both military and educational

authorities.

The myth touches Australia directly: it holds that the five journalists
at Balibo were "killed in crossfire" during the civil war between UDT

and Fretilin. In fact evidence has come from several quarters that the

journalists were killed by Indonesian soldiers.

For some years, the myth was put across with marginal success. But
international perceptions changed dramatically in November 1991, The
Santa Cruz massacre was witnessed by numerous foreigners. These
included an Australian aid worker, whose New Zealander translator
was shot dead. Fleeing the massacre, the Australian was chased by a
soldier firing an automatic weapon. He believes Timorese children,
playing in the backyards he fled through, may have been hit.



The massacre itself was filmed by Max Stahl (an international
documentary-maker), who courageously kept filming as the bullets

flew, and Timorese dropped all around him. Stahl's dramatic footage

appeared on TV screens all over the world.

After the massacre, the local commander stated that his troops began

firing when a grenade was thrown from the crowd. Indonesian Foreign
Minister Ali Alatas stated that the firing began when “the crowd
became very wild” and the deputy military commander “was stabbed
by a machete”. Indonesia’s armed forces newspaper, Angkatan
Bersenjata, claimed the incident was formally organised and

“provoked by the GPK (security disturbing group)...” An army

spokesman in East Timor claimed the trouble began when more than

100 separatists arrived in Dili to join the march, “carrying

Portugese-made G-3 rifles.”

No foreign visitor saw evidence in the crowd of either provocation or

weaponry.

In describing the Santa Cruz Massacre as “aberrant behaviour” by
Indonesian troops, Australian Foreign Minister Gareth Evans was
technically correct: since the holocaust which ended in the 1980s,
human rights violations have mainly consisted of the disappearance,

torture, mutilation and execution of individuals or small groups.
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Senator Fvans stated that the Indonesian commission of enquiry into

Sﬁi”td \\fU‘ was ""’Q({‘\‘hiﬂ{*" "-‘\“{. A l(‘-,‘\“’t ‘\“’ lhf’ f““‘u“v. ‘““Jh‘ "‘W

ranking solgiers weaie gaoled to between eight and 18 months, In Bah
| spoke with a sharp-eyed human rights worker, who spotted one of

the convicted killers, Martinho Alau, in a Denpasar karaoke bar during

his supposed gaol term. (My contact had a second person, familiai

with Alau, also identify him.)

Gareth Evans is not alone in his diplomatic difficulties. Fast Timor

has done nothing to improve the human rights credentials of a

succession of Australian politicians. In 1974 Liberal Foreign Affairs

spokesman Andrew Peacock told Parliament:

So far as Portugese Timor is concerned, we would prefer to see

Portugal remain in control and assist in a program for self-

determination.

However in the same year Peacock met Indonesian officials in Bali,

telling them off the record that

his party would not protest against Indonesia if Indonesia were
forced to do something about Portugese Timor... At the
maximum, he would criticise Whitlam...for hesitating in solving
the Portugese Timor problem, thereby forcing Indonesia to act
militarily. Basically, he respects Whitlam's policy in this
Portugese Timor problem...
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N 1976 the Fraser Government ordered the seizure of an Australian

Shipment of medicines to Fast Timor. Those responsible for the

aborted mercy shipment were prosecuted.

when Fretilin still controlled most of Fast Timor

In early 1978 -
Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser extended de facto recognition of

Indonesia's annexation, De jure recognition came in 1979,

In 1985, Labor's Foreign Minister Bill Hayden wrote that he lacked
"sufficient” or "substantial" information on alleged Indonesian
atrocities in Fast Timor., However reports from refugees and the Red
Cross had by then been available for some years, as had the damning
1980 Indonesian census. Most pertinently, where Hayden was
concerned, a clandestine network of Indonesian students (former
members of which | spoke to in Indonesia last month) kept the
Australian Embassy in Jakarta well-supplied with documentation of

atrocities through most of the 1980s. Hayden was a frequent visitor

to the Embassy.

However no Australian politician - serving or retired - has 0 much
kudos to lose over East Timor as Gough Whitlam, the Prime Minister
who 5o poignantly placed traditional soil back in the hands of
Aboriginal elders, who stood up to the US on the bombings of Vietnam
and Cambodia, and who handed independence to Papua New Guinea.
Whitlam - generally revered in Australia's ethnic communities - is
regarded with distaste by our several thousand Timorese expatriates,
This is less for his perceived green light for the invasion as Prime
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Minister, than his March 1982 nalder statesman" tour of East Timor.

The tour lasted three days. Whitlam returned praising the Indonesian

authorities, and dismissing suggestions of widespread hunger.

Whitlam's tour came shortly after Indonesia's infamous "fence of

legs" operation. The operation - attested to by many refugee

survivors, and by eyewitnesses | met in East Timor - involved tens of

thousands of Timorese between the ages of nine and 60 being marched

through the bush as "cover" for Indonesian soldiers. Hundreds of the
very old and very young died of starvation and exhaustion. When the

survivors returned home their land had not been cultivated, and

hundreds more starved to death.

Around the time of Whitlam's tour, journalists and other foreigners
well-acquainted with the country reported "a critical shortage of food

in a number of areas”, and "a land beset by widespread malnutrition

and hunger”.

On his return to Australia, Whitlam condemned East Timor's Apostolic

Administrator, Monsignor da Costa Lopes, as "mendacious" for his talk

of famine.

James Dunn, Australia’s former Consul in Dili, has written the most
comprehensive book on East Timor’s recent history. According to
Dunn’s sources in East Timor, Whitlam's "reception was carefully
organised, with the areas that were experiencing serious food

problems being excluded from the itinerary..."
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In August 1982 Whitlam appeared before the Fourth Committee of the

UN General Assembly. He stated: "It is high time that the question of
East Timor was voted off the UN agenda..." He also said that his East
Timor visit had been conducted "entirely under the auspices" of the

International Committee of the Red Cross. This was formally denied

by the ICRC, which stated that the Whitlam visit was arranged "solely

with the agreement of the Indonesian authorities..."

*k*

Many Timorese look to Australia for some reciprocation of their

costly wartime assistance for our commandos. Nearly every Timorese
not in the pay of Indonesia wants autonomy or independence for the

beleaguered country, and Australia is still seen as a potential broker

for such an agreement.

But the Suharto family (worth an estimated $US16-17 billion) has a
firm grip on Indonesia's military and business - and both are gaining
increasing footholds in East Timor. Thus the dream of independence,
which countless East Timorese live and have died for, has more

counting against it than the apathy of the nation's former allies.
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The tnal of Xanana Gus :
Qention, Louise Crowe looks at the lif

Crim unal ch
weapons.

O"l\' a week after the first anniversary
Ofthe Dili massacre, Indonesian mili-

lary authorities reported with some glee,
the Capure of the East Timorese resistance
leader, Jose | Alexandre ‘Xanana' Gusmao.
Overadecade, numc,musmxlmr\ cam-
Paigns hag failed to capture Xanana and
hisco-fighters who relied heavily on popu-
lar SUPPOrt to continue their armed resist-
ance. His-ciptore is a blow to the East
~Timorese who have looked (o him as the

" Speachead of theircampatgn for independ-

* ERCe. In the seventeen years since the
* Indonesian invasion, Xanana became a
human symbot of the hopes- of an op-
Pfcssedan&su[fenng pcoplc to live freely

* in their ownland.

The carrent trial of szana isyet an-

*  other public event which reveals the deep
divisions: present in this society. Being

- tied as a criminal under Indonesian law,
- Xanana s seen by many East Timorese as
m\mher victim of the xlleg,al Indonesian
ochpa(xon of-their- homcland “The ‘trial,
progeeding upon the premise that Xanana

-has commitidd crimes against the Indone- -
siamstate, will not address the fundamen-*
= tal-problem that  the majority-of East

“« + Timorese remain unreconciled to Indone-
-+ =g rule. Xanana's uncharacteristic ad-
“ “missions of Indonesian citizenship and
% (criticism of (he armed suruggle'he led for
twelve years are vxe\ved with deep suspi-
cion by many Timorese who insist that
« Xanana, and any Timorese wha might
: speak ‘on-his beha]f are not free 1o speak
futhe truth, .-
chons that his sister ahd mhcr mem-
bers of his family aresull in detenuon fuel

this distrust: Bishop Bdo head of the *

Catholie:Church in East Timor, has again- -
criticised the intiinidation of the people by -
the militasy forces: In an interview inmid-
February, Bishop Belo claimed that the
: mdlm were using psychologlcal tor-
(are’ to force people o accept integration
with Indonesia. Along with arrests, deten-
tions and beatings, there’ are ceports of
P“’Pk being forced to dnnklhe blood of
al and declare their support for

Wlﬁon—l comupt version of a tradi-

ireec of rebeilion y
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tional Timorese pact
among tribal leaders. Such
is the atmosphere in which
this trial is being heard.
Amidst the speculation
about the effect of
Xanana's capture on the
future of East Timor and
the many scenarios being
proposed, is a strong con-
cern for the well-being of a
man whommany Timorese
describe as the most reluc-
tant of leaders, Along with
his people, heis very much
a victim of decisions and
interventions made about

‘this tny half-island by foreign powers.

Gusmao was born, the second son of
nine children, in Manatutu on the 20 June,
1946. His father Manuel was a school
teacher in Ossu. His sister Lita, now living
in Australia, describes him as a close and
affectionate brother often thought of as a
‘second father’ to his 'younger brothers
and sisters. He'married Emilia in October
1969. They lived in ‘Dili and enjoyed a

happy family life with their two young
“children, Nito and Zeni.

For six months in 1974 Xanana, unable

10 obtain a permit-from the Portuguese to

start a farm, worked as a labourer in Dar-
win. Attracted by the freedom and oppor-
lum(y of Australian society, he retumed to

~ East Timor with the hope of emigrating

with his wife and children, Perhaps it was
the taste of this Australian expericnce that

-drew Xanana into a strong political in-

‘volvement with the pro-independence
party, Fretilin,

“On the 30 November 1975, Xanana
farewelled his wife and children and went

10 photograph Indonesian fighting on his

country’s border. It was the last time Emilia

-was to see her husband. On 7 December,

Indonesia invaded East Timor with mas-
sive military force. Unable to return 1o his
family, Xanana withdrew into the moun-
tains with many other Timorese.

" East Timor became a closed and iso-
lated land in which thousands of people

—— AUlumn 1993

Xanana as a young man in East Timor

died, etther directly trom the war or from
the hunger and disease caused by the up-
Xanana
emerged as a leader and reorganised the
scattered fighters into an effective resist-
ance network. Although Indonesia pub-
licly dismissed the resistance as & minor
problem, they continucd 1© mamntan a
large military presence and kept the wemi-
tory closed to foreigners until 1989, In
March 1983 the Indonesian Commander,
Colonel Purwanto, was forced to sign a
cease-fire with Xanana which was broken
by Indonesian forces some months later.
In 1988 Xanana bridged East Timorese
divisions by re-organising his followers
into a non-partisan army. ln smuggled
letters, tapes and film, Xanana has con-
stantly called for a negotiated setdement,
emphasising the need for talks without
pre-conditons under the United Natons
auspices.

Whatever the outcome of Xanana's tna,
he will continue to be a focus of East
Timorese aspirations ot self-determina-
tion. His charismatic leadership, analyti-
cal skills and idealism could be strong
ingredients {or a just settlement in this
troubled land. J

heaval, By the late seventies,

Louise Crowe visited East Timor with
Frank Brennan in late 1992, She coatin-
ues to follow, and to write abowt, events in
the area.
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STATEMENT BY BILL HAYDEN, MP

20 January 1978 \

By recognising Indonesian control over East Timot the
Australian Governmgnt places itself in direct conflict with
majbrity opinfon in the United Nations.

o g,.

The actions of Indonesia in their continued occupatlon of

SR ; EaSt Tlmpx deserve condennatlon not recognltlon:

Their intrusion»ignbres the United Nations General Assembly
resolution which calls-upon all countries to respect the
~inalienable right of the Timorese people to self-determination.

What_will.the decision mean to the welfare of the Timorese
people who all Australians should remember played a heroic role

"alongside Australians "during the war in the Pacific.

What i's M1 Peacock's cvxdcnce that Indonesia does in fact

1control East Timor effectlvelv?

Reports continue to leak out of Timor that Fretilin is still

a formidable force.

In any cvcnt the military conquest and forced 1ncorporat10n
of East Timor- by Indon051a is unJustlfwable illegal, immoral

and inexcusable.

It is inconceivable that the Australian people who' have
T, built their nation on a firm belief in the rights and freedoms
of pcople would in the circumstances endorse the Government's
action Iﬁ_{gcognlslng Indonesiq's seizure of LFast Timor.

One can only assume that this cynical decxsxon mecans the
abandenment of the political rights of the Tijieresc people.

PR
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beving the Samts Crue Massacre Nev 12 1991

.

Message for heroic East Timorese People
Mairead Maguire, Nobel Peace Laureate, 9th Nov 1995
Commupity of the Peace People, Beifast, Northern Treland

N dear Sncmds

R s with gt that 1 Bave to tell you 1 am wmable t bo with you for e
commemorabon of the Dili Massacre thes vear Unfortemately 1 bave pmor
conumitments hat provest me from tavelling to Dili to join you i remembonng
hose that were Killed 4 vears age.  That the remains of these whe were killed were
w&mismm‘atbtismmmmnmwmv
Timer. Om ihss the b anmsversary of the kilhegs at the Santa Oz cemetery my
Soughis and svmpathies are with you all. 1 cam assure vou that with sach day that
W&nuoﬁéuu&mthm@&m* Hese im
Noethern Irelamd amd indeed throughout the whole islamd of Ireland many people e
widh you iz your struggle Ror peace and justice. 1 look forward to wesking wath you
uﬁ“hm“&wﬁd“ﬂﬁqﬂ&“ghmm

Yours im peace,  Mairad Maguire, Nobdel Lauscate.

BONO U2 ...
To the Good People of East Timor 91195

On bebalf of mysclf Bono, and the boad U2, mhhﬁ‘d“mmﬂn
most music, Bl and obwect makers both ere m Ircland and around the weeld:

Flease be sure that we know of your struggie amd that evem if we e st m
hmmm&lmhd‘mﬂum“hﬂh&-mu“

of you . . . all the more
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m dawn one morning three weeks ago, shortly before all foreigners

Were expelled from East Timor, | managed to get out onto the busy

Streets of Dili before my eight plainclothes minders were awake.

uipped riot police had appeared - in

trucks, on motorhikes and on foot. These Darth Vada lookalikes were

matched in numbers by the men from the SGI, the military intelligence

Overnight, hundreds of fully €4

Organisation - distinguishable by their heavy builds, crewcuts and

running shoes. Together, they outnumbered citizens on the streets of

the capital.

“Integration”, the indonesian word for East Timor's status, is @ sad {

misnomer. The only accurate word is "occupation”. Dili has a military a";

barracks every few hundred metres. Timorese recruited by any of the e
-

many intelligence organisations (generically known as Intel ) report T

on their friends and family. Indonesia -

commendable degree of religious tolerance -
earlier this year entered the Catholic
e N s

which practises a
has waived the rules in

East Timor: Muslim soldiers
mass and urinated on the altar. Within the Church itself, priests 4

report on their brother priests. In recent weeks, Dili's electricity haﬁ%

frequently gone off at night: a sign that roundups are to begin.

During my visit, an international human rights delegation was

discovered. It had entered East Timor “to foment riots”, according to
onesian Government. All foreigners were confined to their

ould be deported forthwith. As flights

the Ind
hotels. We were told we W
pecame available, we were driven to the airport by military




Dear Wes,
I am sometimes told by way of an excuse, that people just
dor 1 ¢ kriow eriough akout East Timor to take a stand. My response
is always the same, the little you know is quite enough. 1

a result of the recent outcry by the Australian public

bQIiQVe as
PVer the Mantiri Affair, that it is perfectly clear that
shameful

EvVeryorne knows the daepth of the tragedy and Australia's
Part i assisting a foreign power in the destruction of & unique
Feople ~ the East Timorese.

! The ordinary Australian, the truly True Believer is
generous. So please dognate what you can to help our nearest

Neighbour in their great and umeven struggle against domination
By the sub-criminal regime that invaded their tarritory two

decades ago.

-

Shirley Shackleton

337 Dorcas Btreet
South Melbourrne 3205 . Phone/fax (03) 9699 1002
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