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East Timor: hidden genocide

Today, Christians commemorate the feast
of the Slaughter of the Holy Innocents, King
Herod's extermination of male infants, One of
whom who might have been a political threat
to his reign. Ten years ago this month, Indo-
nesia invaded the former Portuguese colony of
East Timor, establishing a brutal occupation
and declaring a unilateral annexation.

The suffering of the Timorese people com-
pares with the worst crimes against humanity
in this century. The Indonesian regime killed
off between 100,000 and 200,000 people from a
population estimated at 650,000 before the in-
vasion.

Particularly shameful has been the silence,
or complicity, of the international community.
Amnesty International has documented “a
consistent pattern of violations of human
rights in East Timor,” including extra-judicial
executions, widespread torture and “disap-
pearances.”

“These violations of human rights have oc-
curred in a situation in which the fundamen-
tal freedoms of expression, assembly, associ-
ation and movement do not exist."

The head of the Catholic Church in Timor
{where most people are Catholic) has de-
scribed systematic Indonesian programs to ex-

unge Timorese culture and identity; to cur-
tail religious freedom; and, most recently, to
impose a birth control program on the deci-
mated Timorese population by distributing
contraceptive pills and devices.

Although church leaders and Pope John
Paul II have spoken out against the violations
of human rights in Timor, the Indonesian re-
gime has succeded in drawing a curtain
around its captured colony and cajoling other
governments into accepting, as a matter of Re-
alpolitik, the subjugation of the Timorese.

Jakarta has restricted and controlled ac-
cess to the island by humanitarian organiza-
tions, journalists and diplomats. Outsiders al-
lowed to visit during lulls in the fighting be-
tween Indonesian troops and Fretilin, the na-
‘tionalist resistance forces, are guided and in-
doctrinated by their Indonesian hosts, in a
manner reminiscent of tours once provided to

visitors in Stalin’s Russia.

Strategic considerations, oil-exploration
contracts and political blackmail have per-
suaded many nations to condone or accept
Indonesian annexation of Timor. Liberal de-
mocracies ignore the ‘‘resettlement camps”
that resemble concentration camps; develop-
ing nations emerging from their own anti-co-
lonial struggles wink at Indonesia’s coloniza-
tion of Timor, treating envoys of the island’s
independence monvement as inconvenient
troublemakers.

The government of Australia accepts Indo-
nesian sovereignty on East Timor while it ne-
gotiates with Jakarta for the development of
offshore oil deposits. New Zealand's prime
minister, David Lange, praised the “economic
well-being’ and “liberty” of the Indonesian
occupation so hypocritically that the Fretilin
representative at the UN was provoked to re-
tort: “As long as nuclear weapons pose a
threat to the Anglo-Saxons in New Zealand
and Australia then Lange is concerned . . . but
when there is a military dictatorship in the
region waging conventional war with weap-
ons supplied by Western countries, then I
hear no similar concern being expressed on
the world stage by Mr. Lange.”

No nation has been more complicit with
the Indonesian crimes in East Timor than the
United- States. The original invasion was
launched hours after former President Ford
and Secretary of State Henry Kissinger had
concluded a visit to Jakarta. The Indonesians
invaded with military equipment supplied by
Washington, and throughout the past decade
US governments have accepted Indonesia's
colonization of Timor while the State Depart-
ment repeatedly defined the agony of the Ti-
morese as an improvement in the human
rights situation.

The shame of Indonesia's conquest of East
Timor is shared by an American administra-
tion that wants to lament human rights viola-
tions in Cuba, Poland and the Soviet Union.
To earn that right, the US must first dissoci-
ate itself from the genocide committed in East
Timor by its Indonesian ally.
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Reagan trip to summit

N BALI
Continued from Page 1

The Indonesian government
decided ‘to expel three reporters
seeking to cover Reagan’s visit
there, plucking two of them off a
Plane just moments before Rea-
gan’'s arrival.

® During a rest stop in Honolu-
lu, Reagan’s private courtesy tele-
phone call to the ousted Philippine
leader, Ferdinand E. Marcos, be-
came a discordant public embar-
rassment when Marcos invited a
television crew to videotape the
call in an apparent effort to sus-
tain his drive to return to power.,

Filipino leaders expressed out-
rage that Reagan would even con-
sider calling Marcos. The White
House, acting much like a meter
maid surprised at seeing cars
parked illegally, expressed outrage
that Marcos would seek such po-
litical advantage,

As if that was not enough, a
senlor White House official later
poured gasoline on Filipino em-
bers of resentment, declaring that
Reagan would have liked fo see
Marcos in person. That comment
did little more than set a very pub-
lic stage for Secretary of State
George P. Shultz.

The secretary, during an ex-
traordinary exercise in acerbic di-
plomacy before television cameras
In Bali, complained about the
Philippine government's treat-
ment of Marcos. Barely pausing
for rhetorical breath, Shultz then
pronounced himself baffled that
Fillpino leaders would question
the strength of the American com-
mitment to their new government.

It was as comical and hapless a
series of events as has bedeviled
the Reagan White House in some
time,

Even in the Soviet nuclear
power plant disaster, the White
House made a politically ill-timed
policy statement. With much of
the world's attention riveted on
Kiev and fearful about nuclear
plants closer to home, the White
House chief of staff, Donald T. Re-
gan. offered a ringing defense of
nuclear power's safety and assert-
ed that more such plants should
be built.

The White House was not seek-
ing to make much news this week,
hoping only for pleasant-soundlng
accounts of cordjal but hardly piv-
otal diplomatic exchanges. Rea-
gan's Hawalian and Indonesian

as been a rough road

visits were planned principally as
rest stops en route to the summit
that begins here tomorrow.

Yet at almost every stop, unset-
tling events occurred that ‘were
not included in Reagan's carefully
written script for the longest trip
of his presidency. “

In Indonesia, the White House
policy of “quiet diplomacy"'4 pro-
testing only in private about hu-
man rights issues ~ was ‘dban-
doned for the moment as the
White House faced intense ques-
tions in the wake of the concerns
expressed by human rights
groups, .

After the White House puljlicly
acknowledged that it was. con-
cerned about Indonesian freat-
ment of its population, the coun-
try's foreign minister, Mogchtar
Kusumaatmadja, accused the
United States of slandering, his
country. it

After that rebuke, Shuitz, ap-
plauded Indonesia‘s human rights
progress, raising eyebrows with a
claim that its attainment of self-
sufficiency in rice productionfwas
a "‘great victory for human
rights.” And he asserted that an-
other such human rights gain has
been made by economic deviop-
ment in East Timor, without men-
tioning charges that Indonesia
has engaged in genocidal ptac-
tices in putting down an indepen-
dence movement that began when
Indonesia invaded East Timor in
1975. h

Even in Guam, where the
président and his entourage
stopped briefly for refueling,  the
licutenant governor of the tiny US
possession in the western Pagjfic
used his introductory remarksg, as
Reagan looked on in apparent be-
wilderment, to complain that the
federal government has done little
to satisfy Guam's desire to achféve
commonwealth status. e

Murphy's Law knew no 'per-
sonal or familial bounds, either.
Gaston Sigur, the assistant setre-
tary of state for Far Eastern af-
fairs, slipped and fell in a Bali
bathtub and required 10 stitcHes
to close a wound in his forehe4d.

As if that wasn't enough, N4n-
cy Reagan'’s side trip to Malaysia
and Thailand presented its own
potential hazards yesterday. Jist
as she was to depart, the White
House learned that Thailand's §a-
tional Assembly had been dis-
solved and elections for a new .gdov-
ernment scheduled.
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Springtime rite m

Ronald Reagan, a man
who styles himself a great pa-
triot, is establishing an annu-
al springtime tradition of dis-
honoring his country. Last
May, our leader paid tribute -.
to SS murderers in West Ger-
many’s Bitburg Cemetery,
blandly rationalizing that
torturers and mass-extermi-
nators were also victims of
Nazism.

This May he hobnobbed
with President Suharto of
Indonesia, whose democratic
finesse includes practicing
genocide on the people of East
Timor.

Reagan has the audacious
hypocrisy to label his visit to |
this creature “the winds of
freedom.”

Such visits by Reagan are
an affront and outrage to the
freedom-loving people of the
United States, and of the

world.
Continuing with this dis- -

honorable springtime tradi-
tion, next year, perhaps our -
president could pay homage ~
to Alfredo Stroessner of Para-
guay and Augusto Pinochet *
of Chile, and label his journey
“friendship for fascism.”

JEFFREY R. RYAN
Watertown
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Rights record
a cloud on
Reagan trip

H REAGAN
Continued from Page 1

in prison, it doesn't
do much for the winds of free-
dom,” one officlal lamented.

Another officlal, citing what he
said was internal White House
disagreement over the selection of
the theme, sald Reagan's stop
here made its choice “awkward”
because of the Indonesian govern-
ment's poor human rights record.
“It's likely to be an embarrass-
ment for us,” he added glumly.

According to aides. Reagan,
who will meet with Suharto to-
morrow, will ralse human rights
concerns with the man who likes
to be called “the smiling general.”
These concerns include reports of
torture; imprisonment without tri-
al of palitical opponents: the re-
ported killings of several thou-
sand criminals by government se-
curlty forces: and restrictions on
free speech and association,
which have been tightened In the
last year.

Reagan also arrived here
armed with pleas from 21 sena-
tors and 125 House members, In-
cluding Sen. John F. Kerry and
nine of Massachusetts’ 11 House
members, that he protest Indone-
sia’s continued occupation of the
former Portuguese colony of East
Timor.

According to human rights
groups, between 100,000 and
200,000 of the 700,000 people in
East Tlmor have died since Indo-
nesia Invaded and annexed the
area In 1975.

The administration, however,
belleves that such problems are
best deait with through “‘quiet di-
plomacy,” and that to raise public
objections, as President Carter did
with some countries, is counier-

productive. So the White House
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President Rea,

has indicated that it will not pub-
llcly confirm whether Reagan
raises the issue.

But the senlor officlals, who de-
clined to be quoted by name, sald
Reagan wlll. as one of them said,
“take the nice guy approach.”
Reagan, he said, will talk about
the problems that human rights
abuses created for former Philip-
pine President Ferdinand E. Mar-
cos.

“The President will tell him
that he needs to stay on top of the
human rights situation,” one offi-
clal said.

Secretary of State George P.
Shultz, however, will be more di-
rect and critical when he meets
with indoneslan Forelgn Minister
Mochta Kusumaatmadja, accord-
ing to the offictals.

In some respects, the case
against Dharsono lllustrates
many of the objections that hu-
man rights groups have lodged
against the 20-year tenure of the
64-year-old Subarto. The former
Army general exerts strong con-
trol over the government, the

armed forces and the principal po-’

litical party in a country that,

with a population of 173 miillon,

is the world's sixth largest.
Dharsono's prosecution grew

gan waves to the crowd as Indonesian President Su-
harto looks on during arrival ceremony yesterday.

UPI PHOTO

out of a peaceful 1984 demonstra-
tlon by a Moslem group, according
to Asla Watch, a Washington-
based human rights organization.
Government troops. saying they
were facing a rlol, fired on the
crowd, with estimates of the dead
ranging from 30 to several hun-
dred.

Dharsono, who had been a sen-
tor army commander and a close
ally of Suharto, signed a “white
paper’ challenging the govern-
ment's account of the inquiry and
urging an Independent inquiry.

He was tried and convicted un-
der the country’'s antisubversion
law, with the trial court conclud-
ing that his call for an inquiry
amounted to subversion.

The US State Depariment,
which criticizes Indonesia’s hu-
man rights record in more cau-
tious language than that em-
ployed by Asla Watch, noted in ils
own report, “In all such security
related cases, it is widely believed
that the government will ensure
conviction irrespective of the evi-
dence presented In court.”

The controversy over the Indo-
nesian government's policies has
tended to obscure the principal
reason for Reagan’s Lhree-day vis-
it to this hauntingly beautiful is-
land, south of the equator in the
Indonesian archipelago.

At the ASEAN meeting, the
first Reagan is holding with offi-
clals of the group of six noncom-
munist states — Indonesia, Malay-
sia. Thailand. Singapore, the Phil-
ippines and Brunei -~ mutual secu-
rity concerns. especlally Viet-
pam's occupation of Cambodia,
will be discussed.

Economic issues will be dis-
cussed as well, including ASEAN
complaints about Japanese bar-
riers lo their exports: and Irrita-
tion at the United States, most no-
tably by Thalland, over American
farm legislation that subsldizes
US rice exporters at considerable
cost to Thalland.

in fact, Thalland’s ambassador’

to the United States, Kasem Ka-
semnsri, hinted In a recent inter-
view in Washington that Nancy
Reagan, during a side trip she will
make to Thalland later this week,
might well be greeted by demon-
stralors angered by the US rice
subsidies.

Indonesia
expels 3
journa]ists

BALI, Indonesia - In a rebulf to
President Reagan, Indoneslan se-
curity officlals last night detained
two Auslralian journalists who ar-
rived here on the White House
press charter flight after they had
been denied enlry visas. They
were quickly expelled from the
country.

The actlon came just minutes
before Reagan arrived aboard Air
Force One. lle was grected by
Indonesian President Suharto and
a stylistic Balinese welcome dance
performed by brightly costumed
teen-age girls.

Earlier yeslerday, the Indone-
sians, apparently upset with re-
porting by the New York Times,
also expelled one of its reporters,
Barbara Crossetle, who had ar-
rived separately to cover the Rea-
gan visiL.

The expulsion of Crossctie and
the two men, Jim Middlelon and
Richard Palfreyman, came despite
a concerled effort by the While
House and US Ambassador Paul
Wolfowitz to persuade President
Suharto's government to allow
them to cover Reagan’s visit here.

Edward Djerejian, a deputy
White House press secretary, ap-
pealed to the Indonestans to lel the
journalists, who represent the
Australian Broadcast Corp.. cover
the visit. “They would not budge.”
he declared.

Palfreyman and Middleton left
Ball on a Tokyo-bound commer-
cial airliner last night. Crossctte
was detained earller in the day
and left on a flight to Singapore.

The Indoneslans, angered al re-
cent Australian newspaper re-
ports charging thal Suharto's
family has enriched itsell through
masslve corruption, refused to
grant visas to any Australian
journalisis seeking to cover Rea-
gan's three-day visit here.

Crossctle, an American citizen
who covers Southeasl Asia, had
writlen on the same subject, in an
article that also likened Suharto
in some respects to deposed Philip-
pine President Ferdinand E. Mar-
cos. She had recently compleled
another articie about political dis-
sent here.

Before the press plane landed
here, Middieton acknowledged
that reporters from his country
have had "prickly relations™ with
the Indonesians for more than a
decade, and he said, ""Some coun-
tries feel a free press Is important.
Indonesia, quite obviously, fecls
quite differently.”

CBS News correspondent Bill
Plante, who is president of the
White House Correspondents As-
sociation, sald he “‘deplored™ the
Indoneslan action, and added that
many of the association’s mem-
bers agreed with him.

- WALTER V. ROBINSON
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In East Timor, human rights are trampled

MARTINHO DA COSTA LOPES

LISBON - When President Reagan
visits Indenesia this week, he should not
forget the plight of my native East Ti-
mor, a former Portuguese colony which
was invaded and occupied by Indonesia
in 1975.

While the situation may not be well
known, it Is possible that more than
200.000 persons in East Timor ~ as

" many as one-third of the population -
have died because of Indonesian military
action over the past 10 years. indonestan
operations have been carried out largely
with American-supplied military equip-
ment.

Today, severe repression continues;
there is heavy pressure and Intimidation
directed at the Roman Catholic Church
by the Indonesian military. (The people
of East Timor are mainly Roman Catho-
lic.) Reagan, the first American president
to travel to Indonesia since East Timor
was Invaded, should not ignore the trage-
dy of my country.

The reason why many people have Iit-
tle knowledge of the events in East Timor
is because the Indonesian military has
taken all measures to hide the true na-
ture of the situation from the eyes of the
world. East Timor's borders have been
closed to almost everyone. Rare excep-
tions include journalists who are given
little chance by their Indonesfan hosts to
move freely about the territory, much
less communicate with the East Timor-
ese people. Tens of thousands pf Indone-
sian soldiers have been sent to East Ti-
mor to crush nationalist resistance and
keep tight control over the native popula-
tion.

During the time that ] served as Apos-
tolic Administrator of East Timor, | saw
how Indonesian authorities misled for-
eign visitors. Soldiers in plainclothes
would be presented as native East Ti-
morese, military equipment would be
moved out of sight, and security forces
would ensure that the local population
could not make contact with most for-
eigners.

Some forefgn visitors requested per-
mission from the Indonesian authorities
to speak with me as head of the church,
but before such meetings could take
place, the bishop's residence {my home)
was searched and Indonesian intelli-
gence officers were usually present at the
meetings.

My situation was bad. but the situa-
tion of my fellow Timorese was, and con-
‘tinues to be, incomparably worse.

For more than 10 years the people of
East Timor have suffered hunger, sick-
ness, absence of justice and war. Hostil-
‘Ities continue, as do large-scale abuses of
human rights. It is believed that a new
Indonesian military offensive is sched-
uled to start in May, which would only
aggravate condjtions in the territory.

Despite huge losses of human life in a
place that was underpopulated to begin
with, the people of East Timor are now
subjected to a sweeping birth-control
pProgram instituted by the Indonesian
government and financed by the World
Bank. In many cases women are not
aware of what is being done to them
when they receive injections from Indo-
nesian paramedics. In addition, there
have been sterilizations of men and
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women without their consent, carried
out while they were seeking general
medical treatment.

These are instances in which the
rights and feelings of the people are be-
ing trampled upon. This cycle of suffer-
ing can only be ended by a just settle-
ment that recognizes the right of the
East Timorese people to determine their
own future, free of all pressure. The US
State Department has repeated on sever-
al occasions that no valid act of self-de-
termination has taken place In East Ti-
mor. This is the fundamental issue.

For the moment, practical steps must
be taken to alleviate the plight of my peo-
ple and assure their continued existence.
There should be an end to abusive birth-
control programs and protection of the
church and the population as a whole.
There also should be greatly expanded
access for international relief organiza-

upon ...

tions, including independent foreign
medical teams and church and human-
rights organizations,

The Indonesian authorities claim that
they are deyelopipg East Timor and
spending more money there than in any
other part of Indonesfa. The truth is that
the people of East Timor are paying dear-
ly for this. Their economic resources

have beert plundered, white they gain lit- |

tle benefit from what the Indonesians
provide. Their national {dentity has been
assaulted. They are suffering ethnic, cui-
tural and Ppsychological genocide.

I would only hope that Reagan re-
members the feelings of the people of
East Timor during his talks in Indone-
sla.

Marttinho da Lopes was apos-
tolic administratorof East Timor Jrom
1977 to 1983.
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Indonesia’s human rig
a cloud on Reagan ‘freedom’ tour

By Walter V. Robinson Last year,

Globe Staff

BAL! Indonesia — When President Rea-
gan meets here tomorrow with the foreign
ministers of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations, the first secretary general of
the 19-year-old organization won't be there.

That's because the former official, re-
tired Indonesian Army Lt. Gen. Hartono
Dharsono, is serving a 10-year prison sen-
tence, imposed last year for the crime of
subversion: He publicly questioned the gov-
ernment of President Suharto.

Nor are Reagan and his aides likely to
see any articles critical of Suharto in the

yesterday.

Indonesian press. That's rarely tolerated. REAGAN,

Indonesi
' lists

BALLI Indonesia - In a rebuff to
President Reagan, Indonesian se-

curity officials last night detained
two Australian journalists who ar-
rived here on the White House
press charter flight after they had
been dented entry visas. They
were quickly expelled from the
country.

The action came just minutes
before Reagan arrived aboard Air
Force One. He was greeted by
Indonesian President Suharto and
a stylistic Balinese welcome dance
performed by brightly costumed
teen-age girls.

Earlier yesterday. the Indone-
sians, apparently upset with re-
porting by the New York Times,
also expelled one of its reporters. .
Barbara Crossette, who had ar-
rived separately to cover the Rea-
gan visit.

The expulsion of Crossette arnd
the two men. Jim Middleton and
Richard Palfreyman, came despite
a concerted effort by the White
House and US Ambassador Paul
Wolfowitz to persuade President
Suharto's government to allow
them to cover Reagan'’s visit here.

Edward Djerejian, a deputy
White House press secretary, ap-
pealed to the Indonesians to let the
journalists, who represent the
Australian Broadcast Corp.. cover
the visit. **They would not budge.”
he declared.

Indonesian authorities cen-
sored an article about the dispute
in this morning's edition of The
international Herald Tribune on
sale here, pasting ink paper over’
the article.

Palfreyman and Middleton left
Bali on a Tokyo-bound commer-
cial alrliner last night. Crossette
was detained earlier in the day

tering article about the Suharto govern-
ment received an 8-year jail term. Two oth-
er journals that sought to write about the
country's wealthy ruling class — which In-
cludes many members of Suharto's ex-
tended family — were shut down.

Reagan's selection of the theme, “Winds
of Freedom,” to highlight the economic and
democratic gains of the countries whose
leaders he will meet with this week and
next is proving to be an embarrassment,
senior administration officlals conceded

y
“If they've got all these guys languishing

hts record

one editor who wrote an unflat-
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in prison, it doesn’t
do much for the winds of free-
dom,” one official lamented.

Another official, citing what he
said was internal White House
disagreement over the selection of
the theme, said Reagan's stop
here made its choice -‘awkward”
because of the Indonesian govern-
ment's poor human rights record.
“It's likely to be an embarrass-
ment for us,” he added glumly.

According to aides, Reagan,
who will meet with Suharto to-
morrow, will raise human rights
concerns with the man who likes
to be called “'the smiling general.”
These concerns include reports of
torture; imprisonment without tri-
al of political opponents; the re-
ported killings of several thou-
sand criminals by government se-
curity forces; and restrictions on
free speech and association,
which have been tightened in the
last year.

Reagan also arrived here
armed with pleas from 21 sena-
tors and 125 House members, in-

| cluding Sen. John F. Kerry and
'l nine of Massachusetts’' 11 House
| members, that he protest Indone-
| sia’s continued occupation of the
| former Portuguese colony of East
{ Timor.

According to human rights
| groups, between 100,000 and
1200,000 of the 700,000 people in
! East Timor have died sincé Indo-

nesia invaded and annexed the
area in 1975.

The administration, however,
believes that such problems are
best dealt with through *‘quiet di-
plomacy,” and that to raise public
objections, as President Carter did
with some countries, is counter-
productive. So the White House

and left on a flight to Singapore.

The Indonesians, angered at re-
cent Australian newspaper re-
ports charging that Suharto’s
family has enriched itself through
massive corruption, refused to
grant visas to any Australian
journalists seeking to cover Rea-
gan's three-day visit here.

Crossette, an American cltizen
who covers Southeast Asia, had
written on the same subject, in an
article that also likened Suharto
in some respects to deposed Philip-
pine President Ferdinand E. Mar-
CcOS.

Before the press plane landed
here, Middleton acknowledged
that reporters from his country
have had *'prickly relations’ with
the Indonesians for more than a
decade. and he said, “'Some coun-
tries feel a free press is important.
Indonesia, quite obviously, feels
quite differently.”

CBS News correspondent Bill

| Plante. who is president of the

White House Corrwpondents' As-
sociation, said he “deplored” the

Indonesian action.
— WALTER V. ROBINSON

President Reagan waves to the crowd as Indonesian President Su-
harto looks on during arrival ceremony yesterday.

has indicated that it will not pub-
licly confirm whether Reagan
ralses the issue.

But the senior officials, who de-
clined to be quoted by name, said
Reagan will, as one of them sai
“‘take the nice guy approach.
Reagan, he said, will talk about
the problems that human rights
abuses created for former Philip-
pine President Ferdinand E. Mar-
cos.
“The President will tell him
that he needs to stay on top of the
human rights situation,” one offl-

_cial said.

Secretary of State George P.
Shultz, however, will be more di-
rect and critical when he meets
with Indonesian Foreign Minister
Mochte Kusumaatmadja, accord-
ing to the officials.

In some respects, the case
against :Dharsano illustrates
many of the objections that hu-
man rights groups have lodged
against the 20-year tenure of the
64-year-old- Suharto. The former
Army general exerts strong con-
trol over the government, the
armed forces and the principal po-
litical party in .a country. that,
with a population of 173 million,
is the world's sixth largest.

Dharsono's prosecution grew

UPI PHOTO

out of a peaceful 1984 demonstra-
tion by a Moslem group, according
to Asia Watch, a Washington-
based human rights organization.
Government troops. saying they

re facing a riot, fired on the

wd, with estimates of the dead

r1dglng from 30 to several hun-
a d

Dharsono, who had been a sen-
for army commander and a close
ally of Suharto, signed a “white
paper” challenging the govern-
ment's account of the inquiry and
urging an independent inquiry.

He was tried and convicted un-
der the country’s antisubversion
law, with the trial court conclud-
ing that his call for an inquiry
amounted to subversion.

The US State Department,
which criticizes Indonesia’s hu-
man rights record in more -
tious language than that m-
ployed by Asia Watch, noted in fis
own report, “In all such security
related cases, it is widely believed
that the government will ensure
conviction irrespective of the evi-
dence presented in court."

The controversy over the Indo-
nesian government's policies has
‘tended to obscure the principal
reason for Reagan's three-day vis-
it to this hauntingly beautiful is-
land, south of the equator in the

| Indonesian archipelago.
{ ‘At the ASEAN meeting, the
first Reagan Is holding with offi-
cials of the group of six noncom-
i munist states — Indonesia, Malay-
+ sla, Thatland, Singapore, the Phil-
| ippines and Brunei — mutual secu-
rity concerns, especially Viet-
' nam’s occupation of Cambodia,

; will be discussed.

Economic issues will be dis-
cussed as well. including ASEAN
complaints about Japanese bar-
riers to their exports; and irrita-
tion at the United States, most no-
tably by Thalland, over American
farm legislation that subsidizes
US rice exporters at considerable
cost to Thailand.

In fact, Thailand's ambagsador-
to the United States, Kasem Ka-
semsri, hinted in a recent inter-

view In Washington that Nancy
Reagan, during a side trip she will
make to Thailand later this week,
might well be greeted by demon-

strators angered by the US rice
subsidies.



