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east timor:

a war-by-proxy
for 1976

Once the failure of American objectives in
Vietnam was apparent, the U.S. government found it necessary to formulate
a new policy that would achieve the same aims with a minimum of involvement.
The so-called Nixon Doctrine began with "Vietnamization", which was an
attempt to both de—Americanize the war and muffle domestic protest. Today's
version of the Nixon Doctrine invokes American use of regional allies to
defend the status guo. Thus, when the New York Times reports on the Shah
of Iran's intervention in Oman or Morrocco' s invasion of the Spanish Sahara,
the rea^^er gets the impression that the United States has nothing to do
with these faraway conflicts. American co-sponsorship is carefully hidden:
the American foreign policy-making establishment has effectively "laundered"
a war.

On December 7, 1975, while American eyes focused
on Angola, Indonesia invaded another former Portuguese colony, newly-
independent East Timor, Just 12 hours before the invasion, Gerald Ford and
Henry Kissinger left Indonesia after a friendly state visit. The
Presidential party spent a well--publicized two days in Jakarta, the capital
of Indonesia? Ford gave Indonesia's President Suharto repeated'assurances
of continued U.S. military assistance. Indeed, after the collapse of the
Lon Nol and Thieu regimes last year, large shipments of military hardware
that had been earmarked for Cambodia and South Vietnam were diverted to
the Indonesian milita:^ junta. In October 1975, the Ford Administration
cautioned the Indonesian Generals against "using American-supplied weapons
conspicuously in whatever Indonesia does" (Source: Australian National
Times, October 13-18, 1975)

While in Jakarta, Secretary of State Henry A.

KISSINGER
was questioned by Reuters News Agency on his attitude regarding the issue
ot East Timor. Kissinger said that "the issue of East Timor was discussed"
[with the Indonesian Generals]and that he "understood Indonesia's position"
Kissinger added that "the United States wouldn't recognize the FRETILIN
government anyway".

FRETILIN
FRETILIN is the Revolutionary Front for the

independence of East Timor. Formed in September 1974, FRETILIN won the

support of an overwhelming majority of East Timorese: neutral
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observers agree that FRETILIN would win handily in a plebiscite.
FRETILIN won its support through concrete programs.

FRETILIN developed a literacy campaign, using the Paolo Friere method?
in this manner, the East Timorese language, Tetum, was taught in written
form for the first time. The Portuguese had forbidden the teaching of
Tetum throughout their 500 years of colonial rule. Children attending the
elite church schools were beaten if they dared to speak Tetum instead of
Portuguese.

Doctors and nurses came from Australia (Darwin is 300
miles southeast of the island of Timor) to help FRETILIN set up health
clinics. Hundreds of FRETILIN "barefoot doctors" were trained. Other
paramedics instructed the rural population in the basics of hygiene and
nutrition. In the economic sphere, FRETILIN created co-operatives of
production which returned the rich coffee plantations to the East Timorese
The revenue obtained by the sale of coffee came back to East Timor in the
form of medicine, clothing, and other basic necessities. FRETILIN leaders
stress that prior to FEETILIN's seizure of the coffee plantations, the
income from coffee production in East Timor would "fly to Lisbon".

FRETILIN'S accomplishments are remarkable when one
considers the conditions that existed in East Timor after 500 years of
Portuguese colonial rule. Like the other former Portuguese colonies. East
Timor was hopelessly neglected. Today, East Timor is one of the least
developed areas in the world. Scholars estimate that 97

of the population were illiterate before FRETILIN'S literacy program
began. More than 95% of the population never had access to medical
assistance. Malnutrition is a fact of life for 95% of the people. The
infant mortality rate stands at more than 60%. No paved roads exist outside
of the capital, Dili, and only one other town has electricity. The
tuberculosis rate is the highest in the world.

But East Timor has vast untapped wealth. Oil and natural
gas have been discovered? were it not for the invasion, commercial product—
-ion was to have started in January 1976. The 250,000 hectares of fertile
soil are underutilized? with modern farming methods, East Timor could be a
net exporter of food. The sea holds a plentiful supply of lobster, shrimp
and crab.. The aforementioned coffee plantations produce one of the finest
grades of coffee in the world? before the invasion. East Timor's coffee
was on shelves in gourmet shops in the United States and Europe.

FRETILIN'S conception of development consists of using
the nation's wealth to eradicate disease and malnutrition? to modernize
agriculture and strive toward universal literacy. The U.S.-backed
Indonesian military dictators invaded East Timor precisely because they
feared the example a prosperous East Timor would set for the impoverished
population within the Indonesian archipelago: a former U.S. ambassador
rated Indonesia as the third richest nation (in terms of natural resources)

in the world. Indonesia is the ninth leading country in OPEC, with
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oil revenues of more th.an $5 billion. Yet Indonesia's oil wealth has been
squandered by the high living military leaders-r who have ruled Indonesia
in its most prosperous period. Golf courses, luxury apartment complexes,
resort hotels and six lane highways have been priority items in the
military government's "development" plans.The rest of Indonesia has little
need for such extravagances— per capita income in Indonesia is $38 U.S.
Dissent is effectively muted by the much-feared secret police.

The United States has responded to FRETILIN'S program
by providing Indonesia with large shipments of

NAPALM
Burning down villages and farms in East Timor is one of Indonesia's
principal war strategies. After dodging reporters for weeks after the
invasion, U.S. Ambassador to Indonesia, David Newsome, stated in early
January that the United States had "not diapproved of the Indonesian
invasion of East Timor". But the State Department and the Pentagon are
clearly worried, for several reasons. Australian public reaction has
been widespread and militant, rivalling the Vietnam protests; the
Australian government has been forced, despite itself, to condemn the
invasion. But most significantly, FRETILIN forces are inflicting heavy
casualties on the Indonesian invaders. FRETILIN forces are waging a
fierce guerilla war and are in control of more than 80% of East Timor's
rugged terrain— (with more than 95% of the population) .

The cost for East Timor has been high. More than 60,000
East Timorese, (the population before the invasion was 650, 000) mostly
civilians, have been indiscriminately slaughtered by the Indonesian
invaders. The Indonesian aim is quite plain to those who attended a talk
given by several Indonesian Generals at Cornell in October 1975(several
members of the Indonesian hierarchy were educated at Cornell; the Generals
stopped in Ithaca during their trip to the U.S., which was geared toward
cleaning up their poor "image" and securing increased military aid).
The Generals told a Cornell audience of plans aimed at allieviating the
problem of overpopulation. The solution: move the ""excess" population to
sparsely inhabited islands in the archipelago. Thus, it is not unthink
able that the Indonesian generals would attempt to kill as many recal
citrant East Timorese as possible, with the thought in mind that the
island can then be repopulated. Perhaps that is why the U. S. has pro
vided Indonesia with

BIO-BOMBS

for use in East Timor. This biological weapon poisons food and water
supplies, causing an illness similar to influenza. Due to evacuation
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AN APPEAL

In order to document the hidden war that Is being waged against

the people of Eastern "Portuguese" Timor (a war. as you will see,

with heavy American involvement), we are establishing here at Cornell

a J'ournal which will have the support of established Indonesia scho

lars as well as members of FRETILIN. We plan to produce six Issues

this year and intend to coordinate publication with the already

widely distributed TAPOL (U.S. Campaign for the Release of Indonesian

Political Prisoners).

It is urgent that we all take steps to combat the systematic

obfuscation, distortion, and omission which constitute the "official"

press coverage of the war.

We will not be able to do this without your active financial

support. Please send whatever contribution you can afford.

Make checks payable to:

Cornell-Ithaca East Timor Defense Coranittee

306 East State Street

Ithaca, New York 1^850

J:



of medical personnel before the invasion^ there is not a single doctor
in East Timor. Hunger is widespread. Without adequate medical assist
ance and proper nutrition, people infected by this biological weapon
simply die. At a time when Gerald Ford promises to have every American
inoculated against swine flu, it is quite revealing that the U. S, is
providing these deadly weapons to the Indonesian junta.

Chemical and biological warfare is the only way in
which the Indonesian army can hope to defeat the FRETILIN forces.
During the Second World War, the East Timorese defeated a well-equipped
(and highly motivated) Japanese occupation army. At that time, the
East Timorese had the assistance of only a few hundred Australian
commandos. At present, FRETILIN forces are well-amed with weapons
captured from the Portugese arsenal. More than thirty-thousand FRETILIN
soldiers are fighting Indonesians in a country that Joseph Conrad des
cribed as "God-forsaken and pestilential." FRETILIN has received no
military assistance from the outside: the Indonesian navy, supplied
with American battleships, maintains a total blockade of the island.

One must view the current war in East Timor with an
eye to what the Indonesian junta is capable of. On the other hand,
the Indonesian junta is quite sensitive to American public opinion —
particularly congressional opinion. Hearings have recently been held
in Congress, concentrating on the hundred-thousand political prisoners
who still remain in jail from 1965 — and the war in East Timor. The
first vote to cut off U. S. military aid failed, but by a close enough
margin that a re-doubled effort aimed at Congress can be effective,
once censured by Congress, the Indonesian military dictators may feel
the need to cut their losses and withdraw from East Timor. Indonesian
casualties have been heavy, and if an

AID CUTOFF
succeeds in Congress, that combined with Indonesia's growing inter
national isolation could produce results. The U. N. Security Council
has on two occasions condemned the Indonesian invasion. Unions in
Australia have enforced a ban on Indonesian shipping and mail. A vol
unteer crew of Australian seamen will shortly attempt to run the Indo
nesian blockade, with a barge containing humanitarian aid.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?
The united States is central in what

Timor. There are at least four important actions a
undertake.

1. write the Permanent Indonesian Mission New^York
united Nations Plaza, 42nd St. & 1st Ave., New YorK,
New York, 10017, Indonesian invasion

Express your outrage, as an American, au
and occupation of East Timor.

2. Contact Senators and Congresspersons.



3. Write a letter to the Foreign Desk of the New York Times. Tell them
to stop reporting events in East Timor as if they owned shares in
Indonesia (or something to that effect). The New York Times refuses
to give FRETILIN'S point of view in their reporting on East Timor.
A prominent American attorney was told by the Times that what
FRETILIN has to say is "not news."

4. Give a donation to the Cornell-Ithaca East Timor Defense Committee
(formed after the massive U. S.' backed invasion). We work in
conjunction with TAPOL (USA campaign for the release of Indonesian
political prisoners). Our aim is an end to all aid, military and
economic, for the Indonesian dictators.

Our activities include:

A newsletter — still in the planning stage owing to lack of funds.

Lobbying in Congress — in conjunction with many church, anti-war and
legal groups throughout the nation.

Extensive informational mailing — funds are needed here too to do an
adequate job.

Obtaining speakers. Jose Ramos Horta, Secretary General of FRETILIN
and now Foreign Affairs Minister for the Democratic Republic of East
Timor, spoke at Cornell on April 8. Helen Hill, an Australian grad
uate student and journalist who is writing a dissertation o<n East
Timor, spoke at Cornell on May 1st.

A full length film on the war in East Timor will be shown in the near
future.

SUPPORT USl

If you want further information or have any questions or comments,
please call 272-7557.

Cornell-Ithaca East Timor Defense Committee
306 East State St.
Ithaca, New York 14850
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East Timor

Defense Committee

Alauro Islanii

.  ..

166 Fifth Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10010

Dear friend,

We are writing to inform you of the publication of East Timor: The Hidden War, produced by the East Timor Defense
Committee. This pamphlet is, to our knowledge, the only substantial account available in the U.S. of the liberation struggle
of this small new nation—the last of the former Portuguese colonies.

We hope you will be able to help us disseminate information on the East Timor struggle. Helping us to get this pam
phlet into as many hands as possible would be a major contribution. Specifically, you could:

1. Print the ad copy (below) for the pamphlet in your publication.
2. Review the pamphlet in your publication.
3. Purchase copies to sell as part of your literature distribution.
4. Show the pamphlet to friends and encourage them to get a copy and pass the word along.
5. Send us your suggestions for journals, newsletters, organizations, and individuals to whom we might also send this

announcement.

We hope you will join in the work of supporting the people of East Timor in their quest for independence and freedom.

East Timor Defense Committee

Order Form

Your name

Cifv .St.ate ZiD

.Mail to: East Timor Defense Committee,

New York, N.Y. 10010

166 Fifth Ave.,

East Timor:

The Hidden War
by Richard W. Franke

A 73-page introduction to the liberation struggle of the
people of East Timor, this pamphlet includes information
on the historical background of 450 years of Portuguese
colonialism, the development of modern political
movements in the period following the anti-fascist coup in
Lisbon in April of 1974. the emergence of Fretilin, the
Revolutionary P>onl for the Independence of East Timor,

and the U.S.-backed invasion of East Timor by thousands

of Indonesian troops.

Fully documented $1.00

Order from the Fast Timor Defense Committee, 166
Fifth Avenue, New York. N Y. 10010
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Timor: Island of Fear, Island of Hope

Those who have not followed the development of the situation
in East Timor will need to know more about certain figures and events
shown in this film.

1) The first speaker in the film is Ken Fry, a member of the
Australian Parliament (Fry appears before the U.H. Security Council) .
The reason for Fry's appearance is that the issue of East Timor has
taken on Vietnam proportions in Australia. A broadbased movement
(that includes the Trade Unions) in support of FRETILIN is still grow
ing. Fry visited East Timor as part of a parliamentary delegation in
both March and September of 1975. From his firsthand observation,
Mr. Fry outlines the relative strength of the three political parties
in East Timor.

2) Information on the right-wing parties in East Timor:
APODETI - The leader of APODETI was convicted of collaborating

with the Japanese during the Second World War? he
was held responsible for the murder of several thou
sand East Timorese. Of course. The New York Times
never mentioned this fact in their coverage.

UDT - The President of UDT fought as a volunteer with the
Portuguese army in Angola. Other members of UDT included
former fascist officials in the Portuguese colonial ad
ministration, former members of the secret police, coffee
plantation owners, and other businessmen. With the
encouragement of Indonesia, UDT staged a coup on August
11, 1975. UDT was also helped by the Portuguese police
and the pro-American Portuguese governor, Lemos Pires,
Pires had been decorated by the uTs. Ambassador to
Portugal for "service to America".

At the time of the UDT coup, hundreds of FRETILIN
militants were rounded up by right-wing forces and
executed? FRETILIN then rallied the army which consisted
of East Timorese conscripts, and totally defeated UDT.
The U.S. media, in particular The New York Times and Time
Magazine, ignored the UDT massacre and called FRETILIN'S
counterattack "a leftist military takeover".

3) The FRETILIN minister who appears twice in the film is Jos6
Ramos Horta, Secretary General and a founder of FRETILIN, Horta left
East Timor two days before the full-scale invasion, along with two
other FRETILIN leaders, to inform the world about the U.S.-backed in
vasion. Horta appears in the film in both East Timor and the U.N.
Security Council. in East Timor Horta reports on the initial attack
on East Timor's border.

There will be plenty of time for questions and discussion after
the film. American involvement in the war will be fully covered.

Cornell-Ithaca East Timor Defense Committee

ksLo...


