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gratulations end wishes {for a bright and
productive future for this most deserving
individual.®

ER. ‘4387 THE VETERANS' OBLI-
GATED PERIOD OF SERVICE COM-
'PENSATION- ACT

HON." CHARLES F. DOUGHERTY

OF PENNSYLVANIA -
m THE HOUBE OF REPBE‘SENTATIVES
Thursday, September 27, 1978 o

® Mr,- DOUGHERTY. Mr, Bpeaker, I
rise to urge my colleagues to give their
support to the House resolution to deny
benefits 4o military personnel who fall
to complete their initial term of obli-
gated service. ~ -

HR. 4367, introduced hj my steemed
colleague from. Tennessee, Mr,  BEARD,
seeks to resolve the, problem of nttrltlon
during first-term enlistments.”

As 8 member of the House Armed
Bervices Commlttee, I am all too famil-
iar with the manpower shortage prob-
lems facing our Armed Forces. The
present rate of separation during first
term enlistinent is 40 percent. The “All-
Volunteer Force cannot survive under
this heavy rate of atirition.

HR. 4367 is directed toward those
individuals who either become separated
through some fault of their own, or are
victims of expeditious discharges. In the
first case, loss of benefits would be an

- Incentive to stay with the service. In

addition, BR. 4367 would seek to modify
the current flagrant use of.expeditious
discharge as 8 convenient mechanism
for droping undesirable personnel-from

g unit—servicemen who would other-.

wise be reassigned to duties more fitting
to their capabilities,

. In the recent debates on regist.ra.tion.
this rugust body heard abundant docu-
mentation on the threatening manpower
shortage in the military. HR. 4367 seeks
to resolve the manpower shortage at the
greatest source of attrition—during the
first-term enlistment..

The savings from t.hls bill would be
realized In terms of funds presently
expended for recruiting and training
individuals tc replace the vacancies cre-
ated by first-term separations. A recent
General Accounting Office report states
that the total Deparment of Defense
costs due to first-term satirition equaled
$3.8 billion for the years 1974 through
1977. One-half of this is due to service-
connected disabilities which would not
be affected by H.R. 4367. The remaining
half could yleld 8 savings potentlal
$500 million per year.

In summary, I draw & parallel with the
private sector where just and necessary
benefits accrue after reasonable amounts
of time, In the military services, this is
180 days. We cannot in consclence pro-
vide Hfelong medical and veterans bene-

fits to men and women who have broken -~

thelr obligations to the military. In these
times of inancial accountability we must
address- this waste on behalf of our
peaple.

In conclusion, I encoumge mv {fellow
Members to refiect on these figures and
Join the 58 cosponsors in supporting
HR.4367.@

TRAGEDY IN TIMOR

HON. TOM HARKIN

OF JOWA
IN THE BEQUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, Seplember 27, 1978

@ Mr., HARKIN. Mr. Speaker, the news
- today is full of tragic stories about Viet-
nam's "boat- people,” who leave their
homeland to face an uncertain fuiture in
their crumbling boats on the high sess,
There is another group of people whose
future is equally uncertain, though their
case has not been brought to our atien-

- {ion by the press. According to the Indo-

nesian Assistant of Defense and Security
of the Regional Territory of East Timor,

-nearly half the population of East Timor,

& small section of Indonesia, has dis-
appeared since 1074, 1 year before Indo-
nesia waged war against them. What has

happened to over 300,000 people? Thou-

sands of East Timorese have died, and
are dying, as a result of the barbaric ac-
tions of the Indonesian army. I addi-
tion, Indonesian bombs have destroyed
this ' primitive . agricultural area, and
thousands more aré dying of hunger and
disense, I would like to insert into the
Recorp, for the edification of my col-
leagues, 8 discussion of this tragedy, as
reported by the-Asian Bureau Australia
Newsletter, -2 publication by concerned
Catholic human rights advocates. " |

The newsletter follows: " - . .

- TImoOR'S CONTINUING ‘TRACEDY

Indonesian . government = reports  bhave
claimed since early in 1676 that the situation
is ‘close to nomnl', but information from

-church and Timorese spurces lndicate that

the tragedy of Timor has simply entered
enother, and increasingly desperate phase, In
their -thousands, people are coming down
from fhe hills, Many die when they come,
Their homes, clans and crops have been de-
stroyed over the years-of the war, Yet until
the last moment they have kept to the moun-
tains, There they are Timorese, Desperate for
food, clothes and medicine they croas to In-
donesian control not knowing what it means.

But there :too, - food and medicine are
scarce. In the area around Dill, the crop s
s complete failure. The season has been a bad
one with insufficient raln during the growing
season .for the required harvest of corn. "The
food situation is far from good’ one wmmen
tator reported.

The displaced people flooding !.nto the
towns of East Timor, without shoes, or tools, *
or cooking utensils, face a lean and tragic
kind of “normality.” _ .

WHERL ARZ THE PEOPLE

Statistical informsation from the Indone-
sian Assistant of Defense and Security of the
Regional Territory of East Timor recorded
the followlng population figures in October

1978,

Catholics ‘255, 417
.Protestantg - © 4,354
Confucians -
Moslems y 861
Animiste _ €8,830
Total number " __.. 820,271

-

“"In 1974, one year before the war, the dio-

cese of .Dill recorded the population of
Purtuguese Timor as :rouowa- i

Cathollcs 220, 314
Protestants 4, 550
Confucians N 5, 880
Moslems 183
Animists .- 480,113

Total number oo oo GBS, 760
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These statistics srs shockling and puzzling
Whatever thelr shortcomings the figures in-
dicate » drmstic decrease {n  population.
Where are the otber 350,488 people?

A few thousand have migrated to Portugsl
and Australia. A large number withdrew into
the mountsins after the Indonesian invasion
in December 19756. Bome of these were killed
in military actions. They have dicd or they
are &till in the mountains,

m:oa omnsnu

J--
Recently the Indoneshm armed :rorﬁ'el
lsunched major offensives agningt Fretilln
forces. According to reports, one comrmenced
in September 1977 and involved the injection
of an additional 15,000 troops into the Timor
campalgn. This operation was given no pub-
licity whatever by Indonestan authorities.
Its existence appesrs to have been leaked to
the Australian press from local Defense De-
partment sources, hut. 1" was mo credibly
reported by Fretilin, - L ra o i
Measages from nnn-mﬂnn sources in'Dill
gave some inkling of thé full horror of the
campalgn. ‘A priest wrotel After Beptember
the waAr was intensified. Military aircraft were i
in action all day long. Hundreds of human
belngs die dally, and thelr bodies are Jeft as
food for the vultures. If bullets don’t kiil us
we die from epidemic disease; villages Bre
completely destroyed. The war is entering
jts third year and no end ie in sight. The
barbarities (understandable in the stone
Bge), the cruelties, the looting, the shooting
of people without any justification, are now
part of everyday life in Timor., Total inseen-

riey
Trs &

-rity and the terror of belng arrested 15 our

dally bread .. . Fretilin troops who swrrender
are disposed of. For them there is no prison.~
—During 1978, the military strength of
Fretilin was steadlly eroded in the face af
the continuing isolation of the forces of the
Democratie Republic of East Timor, -the
starvation-and disease caused by war, and .
particularly by Indonesian air attacks-on the
rich food-producing mountsin velleys. The
decline in the fortunes of Fretilin culminated
in the killing of thelr President, Nicolau Lo-
bato, on the morning of 31 December 1978,
in a valley near Turiscal, In spite of the fact
that for some two years officlal Indonesian
spokesinen had been claiming that Fretilin
had been reduced to ‘some roving bands’, the
killing of Lobato was recelved in.Jakarta
with some rejoicing. According to the Indo-
pesian dally. 'Eompas’, the kling-of the
Timorese leader was the culmination of an
operation which commenced on .11 Decem-
ber and involved the use of 2,500 troops who
were whisked tml:n place to plm hy heu-
copters,

Fighting contlnues in sevem areas. Tp un-
ti} Esster 1979°, one report states, ‘the Erment
distriet was not yet quiet and safe'. Even
after Easter gome military have been reported -
killed in fighting. On 26 March 1979 the Mill-
tary Command of East Timor was officlally
ended by the Indonesian ‘Minister of Defense
end Becurity. In “the of April,
some warships Jeft Dill with a few battalions
that hed completed thelr duties i1n East
Timer,  But immedistely after their depar-
ture, some new batmlon: ardved to take
t.helr pla.ce dd 3

.. MANY THOUBANDS DIE ' —

* Many thousands have died of bunger and
discase, Recent reports indicate widespread
malnutrition. Bmall towns and villages are
depopulnted. Everywhere people are burylng
thelir dead,

The appalling physical ‘condition nI the
refugees 18 due to the fact that several hun-
dred thousand Timorese have kept to the
mountaing. where the realstance has been
based, or gone there to escaps the brutal
treatment meted out on the local popula-
tion by Indonesian troops. They had few
medical supplies and no doctors to treat the
thousands of casualties resulting fram Indo-
nesian bombing and  military® actions
Anocther obvious reason for thelr poor physl-
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exd condition would have been the fact that
for more than & yesr Indonesisn forces had
been destroyipg the crops in the mountsin
valieys which had been s major source of
.lood svailable to these people. -

Despite the vast numbers killed, it seems
uniikely that the figures guoted refiect an
accurate count of the population of East
Timor. In official statistics, or in village
prayer books, the bodies of the dead are
counted. But living people are harder to trace
and despite Indonesian claims of peace and
order, it seems very possible that thousands
of Tilmarese in mountain Areas are now
simply Dot counted. The Indonesian admin-
istration does oot reach them, Many people
continue to resist or evads the Indonesians,

MORE REFUGEYS. MORE CORPEES

According to the Assistant of Defence and

Becurity of “the Past Tlmor Territory -the
total number of displaced persons in rural
and urban sreas is over 300,000—a number
equaling the vast majarity of the recarded
population] - ro s N
There is an Influx of refugees to major
- towns, There are estimated to be 17,881 dia-
piaced persons in the eapltal DI, 87,449 In
Malians on the western plains, an incredible
£9,799 1n the.zmall town of Viqueque, in an
aresa where the Indonesian army is still on
the alert
portedly, 300 people dle each month among
the refugees of Ermera. In spite of & state
subxidy of five mililon UB dollars and the
availability of supplies in Dili, the Indone-
sian Red Cross 15 unable to carry out an

* eficlent program. Lack of transportation is

the blg bottleneck. Unfortunately, supplies,
stored in the godown of DilL, promote manip-
ulation, black mearket and the lke, Medi-
cines are sold in the shops for prices only
very few can afford to pay. The death toll
iz 8o high that people started using the ex-
pression ‘“The more refugees, the more
corpses’, .
FIVE METIRS OF BANDAGE * &

The numbers of refugees are still increas-
ing since each day there are new arrivals
coming down from the mountaing, They
come back in extremely dire conditions, prac-
tically naked and starving to desath,

They have already lost meny frends and
reiatives. They hope to find something to
eat. When the food does not materialive they
become very disappointed. If there iz any
food at aell, it isn very little and very lats.
‘Which makes the whole ald program of care
for refugees actually meaningless,

In February 1978 the government's health
centre in Maublsse, for example, had s sup-
Piy of 300 pills of cloroquin and five metres

"of bandage. But aceording to the health
officers everyday 150 patients come for treat-
ment. At the same time there were medicines
for sale in the Chinese shop. However, peg-
ple could not afford to pay for them. In
the middle of March, five tons of corn ar-
rived in Maubisse.- More than 6,000 peopls
had been walting for the corn during five
“weeks. It 15 ironical that atd is provided in
small quantities and with long delasys. No
wonder that people start complaining that
the Indonesian authorities want them to die
off by hunger and disease. All over the area
one hears rumowrs about ald manipuiations
by the reglonal government. Many kinds of
clothes and medicines are for sale in the
shops in DIll. What happens to the {1

supplies? 2

Those- who attempt to ald refugees are
pleced in an invidions position, zs they buy
rice for hungry people at infiated prices on
the bleck market. Are they thieves ar
savioura?

. HACK TO BCHOOL

During the war, most schools wers closad.
Some -wera. destroyed or damaped in the
fighting. Others had no teachers, or oo puplls,

' =-., =%

egainst armed resictance. Re-’

Eome school bulldings were taken over for
use by the army.

In 1979 & forelgm visitor to a primsary
school found the teacher happy and proud
to demonstrate recent successes. Her gmal]
Etudents rose to their feet to sing a patriotic
song in Indonesian—a forelgn language,
untll now, for speakers of Tetun and Portp-
guese. It was an achievement for them to
slng ‘Indonesia Rays” and an achievement
to stand too. The visitor waa shocked to ges
the worst effects of malnutrition he had wit-
Dessed In his extenalve travels In Asia
-. Indonesian teachers seem unaware of ths
cultural implications of their presence, Pr-
perience of Indonesians as colonial roasters
in Irinn Jays has shown & lack of ap
tion ef the social and cultural situation of
the people, .- il

Under the Portugness the church has been
the main agent of education in Past Timar,
They are now reluctant to seek Indonesian
subsidies for church echools, and the Indp-
Deslan administration is pushing ahead with
tta own plans for educational reconstruction.
The sttitude of the Timorese church s erity.
cal tn de the effect on the people
of Indonesian education policy. -

During the years of fighting, the Indg-
nesian government has seldom taken ris¥s in
‘Its selection of visitors permitted Bccess to
‘East Timor. Even before the invasion g tight

. conirol was malntalned on sccess to informa.
tion, Most Indonesian citizens have beard
only herolc accounts of the victories af their
army. They read propaganda of an enthusl-
astic welcome given by the Tlmorese to their
Indenesian lfberatora. They have accounts of
sdministratlve matters -such as the estab-

- lishment of health centres, removed from
the totsl context of war, .

Now, bowever, & greater number of clvilians
have obtalned entry, and the complexities of
the situation are gradually being revealed.
There is an element of shock Io the discovery
by Indoneslan people of the loag, brutal and
costly nature of the military campeign in
Timor and the eflects now belng suffered
by the Timorese psople.g

A CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION
WELCOMING POPE JOHN PAUL I

HON. LEO C. ZEFERETTI

- Oor NEW TYORX
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 27, 1979

® Mr. ZEFERETTI Mr. Spesaker, each of
ue is well aware of the upcoming vistt of
Pope John Paul IT to the United States.
I know I sperk for the vest meajority of
my colleagues in anxiously anticipating
the honor of the Pope's presence on
American sofl. .

Therefore, I have jolned my esteemed
Iriend and colleague, Representative Jo-
SEPH ADDABBO, in Introducisig a resolution
extending an officlal welcome to His
Holiness on behalf of the U.S. Congress.
Mr. Appaseo and myself were among
those chosen as Speclal Representatives
of the President to attend the investiture
and inaugural Mass of the Pope in Octo-
ber of last year. - —

Pope John Paul IT is the spiritual
leader of nearly 50 millon American
Roman Catholics and he enjoys the re-
spect of millions of people of every reli-
gious denomination around the globe, Al-
though he was invested just a short tme
ago, Hiz Holiness hag already distin-

guished himself as a dynamic advdcate

L
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of peace and fellowship among all
nations. '

We are indeed honored by this happy
and blessed event, and I urge my col-
leagues to act expeditiously on this aof-
ficial welcome to the Holy See.®

PAY RAISE FOR FEDERAL EXECU-

_TIVES AND MEMBERS OF CONGRESS ., & l
HON. JOSEPH L. FISHER - =

OF VIRGINIA by

IN THE BOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES

" Thursday, September 27, 1979

® Mr. FISEER. Mr. Speaker, for the time -

* being the difficult question of & pay ralse
for Federa] executives and Members of
Congress has been settled by the House.

It now goes to the Senate for action. On -

8 very close vote the House has approved
a continuing sappropriation resolution
that includes a pay raise of 5.5 percent

for high-level employees and Members—

Although my preference is to delay the
effective date of any pay raise for Mem-
- bers of Congress until afier ‘the next
election, I did vote for this resolution. Y
thought that the need for a pay raise
for some 22,000 senior executives and
Judges was mare important than denying
the raise to 535 Representatives and
. During the debate on the resolution I

tried to decouple the pay of Members -~

 from that of the muech larger number of
nonelected officirls. I offered an amend-
ment that would have given high-level
executives a raise of 7 percent—the same
&s all others.in Government will receive.
If that amendment had passed, then the
qguestion of whether to go forward with
a raise for Members could have been
voted on separately. I believe that this is
the appropriate wey to handle the pay
issue and I would have liked to establish
_that as 8 precedent. Until this matter is
settied, the House will be doomed to
making a spectacle of itself each year as
is goes through contortions trying to get
a ralse for itsellf without having to vote

the raise In & clear, unambiguous way.

By avolding separate votes for Members
and executives pay, the House places in
jeopardy the orderly and eficient con-
duct of the Federsl Government.

Unfortunstely my amendment was
defeated. Without the separation of the

- two pay raises, I could not vote far a ralse
for the executives unless I also voted for
a raise for Members. This seemed to be
the responsible course of action under

-the ecircumstances. -

I will continue to work for a separation
of the Issues and for a delayed ratse for
Members. The raise for Members should
not go into efflect untfl after an inter-
vening election. I support legislation to

- put this principle into efect. I also sup-

port strict Umits on ocutside earnings for -

Members. The justification for periodic
pay Increases for Members is enhenced
when Members refrain from potentially
conflicting -cutside employment for pay.
I hope thati we can avoid future divisive
debates over pay by agreeing to these

changes in the process® £i

|

S




1,

Questions on East Timor

Mr. Holbrooke,
Some time ago you testified before this committee that fighting in East Timor

has described as "the spectre of mass famine". The Senator and others have

;%g:/_ had died down by mid-1976. Now we see grim accounts, which Senator Kennedy

2%

attributed this situation to fierce warfare through late 1978. Could you
comment on what appear to be inconsistencies with your earlier testimony?

(Background: 1In a recent statement, the Indonesian Defense Minister said that

1,200 Timorese guerrillas had been killed in a single battle on Christmas Day,
1978.)

Mr. Helbrooke, -
In September 1978 Ambassador Masters, along with other diplomats, visited
East Timor. Press reports described largescale starvation and disease.
Why has it taken a full year to launch a significant program of relief

) assistance, and when did the starvation conditions first arise?

(Background: See attached article of 9/29/78 from the Far Eastern Economic

Review,'"Timor's Arithmetic of Despair".)

Mr. Holmes (USAID official),
Mr. Cameron believes that there is an urgent, immediate need for medical and
other relief programs in East Timor. I have been informed that a number of
additional private relief agencies would be willing to set up programs in East
Timor, given the cooperation of the Indonesian government. I have been assured
that funding 1s also available from other Western governments. How can the
U.S. help facilitate these possible relief efforts, and would we be able to
assist these organizations?

Mr, Holmes or Mr. Holbrooke,

When will East Timorese villagers be allowed to return to their traditional
homes?

(Background: If the response 1s in terms of the denudation of the land by too
many years of slash and burn agriculture, point out that area specialists who

have spent years in East Timor reported no problem with ecological destruction as
late as 1975.)

Why aren't more doctors and relief agencies being allowed in immediately?
Why aren't more Red Cross personnel on the ground in East Timor now?
When can more go in?

How many forelgn relief workers and doctors are currently in East Timor?

Is aid being flown directly to East Timor?

{Background: In October, the Australian press reported that 150 tons of
food aid sent by Australia had been left sitting on the docks of Jakarta
for three months.)




MORE QUESTIONS FOR MR. HOLBROOKE:

1.

I find the question of the number.of Timorese deaths rather confusing. The State
Department's 1978 Human Rights Report said that most of the human losses in Timor
came prior to the Indonesian intervention. Now we see these new, horrific reports.
What is the true situation? Why weren't relief agencies allowed in much earlier?

If there was little fighting after March 1976- the official Department position-
why is there mass starvation now?

There were m ore International Red Cross personnel in East Timor prior to the
December 1975 intervention than there are now. When will significant numbers
of ICRC people and other relief personmel be admitted?

Why did the Indonesian government take so long to allow independent relief agencies
inte Timor?

Do American journalists have free access to East Timor?

QUESTIONS FOR CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES:

1.

2.

What do CRS monitoring mechanisms consist of?

Since CRS staffers are all local people, who may be subject to Army pressure,
how can CRS be sure that food is getting through to people?

(Background: Indonesian Red Cross workers have been severely hampered by the
actions and corruption of the military. How is one to be assured that CRS'
local staff-Indonesians and Timorese~ is any less susceptible to military
pressure?l)



QUESTION FOR MR. WOLFF TO ASK MR. HOLBROOKE:

Can all international relief agencies enter East Timor?
a significant number of doctors enter East Timor?

If not, when?

When can
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CONFIDENTIAL anuary 19, '79

I have been able to aacertai%hfairly exaotly the current position of Jose Bamos
Horta, through disoussion aflhiscouain Dulce, with vhom he is communicating
regularly,

In a private discussion she confirmed that he is being detained, as his
earlier letter to Amnesty stated. She doesn't know about this letter, but is
very worried about Jos@, who asked her to keep the matter quiet, as he asked
Amnesty, and to do nothing at this stage.

He is able to ring her weekly from Maputo, and is also writing. He cannot,
hovever, talk freely on the phone (Duloe believes all calls are monitored) and all
his mail to and fro is read. She said the place he is staying at is a FRETILIN
headquarters but that he told her he works each day on a 'quinta' (farm)., He
stressed that he has no problems with FRELIMO over leaving, and that his only
problems are with FRETILIN, who will not allow him to leave.

What this means exactly I don't know, Ht could means
(1) he is being outrightly physically coerced
(11) his wife and child are being used as hostages (an earlier report
olaims that this was the means used to induoce Horta to return to Maputo
in Ootober)

or (41i) that he voluntarily accepts--as he always has--the 'revolutionary
discipline' of FRETILIN and is serving a sentence of detention , and 1%
vould seem, labour, on these terms,

I don't think (1) is the reason.

Dulce says that Jose's health is ok now, although previously he was not vell,
but that he is suffering from 'psychologiocal fatigue'. 6

The main protagonist in hip detention seems to be Rogerio Lobato.

-Joe® says that he gxpeota his detentiqn to end in February, when he is to
attend a conferenoce in spland, between February 20-25. Dulce said he is 'certain!®
he will be able to go. She thinks he will be travelling alone, but doesn't know
hig plans after that.

We agreed to meet regularly and I suggested she telephone Gilberto Schlittler
in New York to talk to him about the situation. I suggested that if José doesn't
exit in February, discreet pressure should be applied at varioung Mosambican

L

enbassies. She and Iwould make a joint approash here, and perhaps people in NrYs
and Yondon could do’ the same.

I'm fairly sure there is no question at this stage that Jose fears for his
life, as has been suggested in some quarters, especially as I think the Mozambican
government igs keeping an eye on the situation due to inquiries and claims already
made about hig position.

For reasons of Jose's safety, the above information should be treated with
the utmost disoretion.

To end on & happier note, Jose's friends might be interested to know that
his new son ig called Mau Bere,.
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CONFIDENTIAL \

l. A large amount of money-sﬁ'o,ooo—-is required to send & mission %o \‘-\
Eagt Timor.

2.The aims of the miseion:t .
1} a proposal, now elmost 2 year oid, has been made by one of the
world', leading newspaper organisajlons ¥o do o major story om Timor
centred on getting & journalist in there. They promise world syndication
of the story, in the style of the Hv Lei massaere story.

The history of this propossl is z sad one: ;4 has besn worked on
consigtently for aslmost a yeer (during which it could have chenged the
course of the war) with nc success. Having exheusted ell other chanmels
it is now necessary to appeal more .openly (gt the risk of jecpardising
the necessary secrecy of the operaticn) to the U.S. and English groups
in the hope that it is not too late to do something, and that the money
night bte raised. i

I have utmost confidence in the newspaper organisation and individuels
concemmed, although ve can't guarantece in advance whaot they'll write. I
think about $5,000 may be obtainable from them before the event. After—
wards, ii successful, there should be comsidersble reimbursement from the
media sdory. Tnere would be efforts made fo legally tie them to this befor
the event.

2)fen tons of medical aid wovld be taken, for distribution inside
Timor, as a matier of course,

3. Despite the drastic chenge in the military situstion, it is etill
possible (and elways has been) to enter vie the south coast, but needs %o

be done goom. My sources of information for this are the most relieble
possible, 1

4. Both the newspaper people and the teem capable of undertaking the miss—
ion are seady to go. Their only obstacle is money. They could probably be
in Timor within a month of receiving the money.

= . :
e history of the comtinuous attempts to send such & mission are long
and complex and cam only be toid after the war. It's sufficient 4o say
that in the pasgt thres years it's alweye been poesible o enter Timop and
that the factors preventing it have been firstly, financial, and secondly,
—~from late '76 wmtil now——political. The second difficulty no longer

applies 50 long as stvie security measures are observed by those who read
thieddocunent.

6. The very large emount of money is necessary te provide maximum security
for those inwolved (infleteble rafts, radio tranemitters, etc, are all
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. bviously,
: a vessel which, O
o underwrite the cost of ¢ medicel aid. If the vessel ;
dily recoversble. f

. ] %
expensive items),
czxpmo-h be insured, and o include ten tone ‘_)5_11 T

t jntact, a proportion of thig monsy W g0 i
e given here are based on & detailed ge
A1l figures T

¢ almost B0

torbe given ar i.
7.The conditions on which the money would have |

nes
outrageous as %o pe unaccepiable to anyo

in secrecy
i) It would heve %Q be raised ir

1

7ate of the money for some time.m v he e o
i umesucecess oZe
iw) If the migsion vWas gunk

dress:
d be slmost no Te
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ress
Hion 4~ ecamantrarahl g fI'OTﬂ D
& 1":l:je'sas (Séé Tast para of point 1. above).

vii) Although it is impossible, Por security reasons (and the planners
would not participate if these were breasched) to raise money publicly
before the event, it would be possible to do so after, xfEx if the
miggion was successful. A newvspaper appeal could be lsunched for aid ¢

Bast Timor (to be run simultaneously with the gtory?) The accounts
which had been kept would be important to this.

viii) BEven if the misgion failed some of the money might be recoverabls
sick though it sounds, by telling the story 4f its failure to the
mE*iia.- - = : et 1 Brrsian i

8. The possibility of raising this money entirely independently of

Augtralia raises the first hope for/EBﬁcess of such a mission for some
time. It is important to keep the proposal quite 'insulated' from the
Australian movement at this point, I stress that at least ome aid ettempt [
has failed Bimply beceuse people became involved in the organisation of

it who were just not capable of keeping quiet about it. People who read

this document should make s conscious decision about who it is necessa
1o speak to ghout it & who not. They should let others who have access 10 ﬂ
¥now who else is told.

Obvicusly, if this scheme appears supportabls, you wil |
haxz& Yo talk to money-raisers, ; : '

but please restrict giving informetion to
cé@ssary people. A mix distribution list is given above. L7777
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EAST TIMOR AD-HOC STRATEGY AWD AGTION GROUP

To obtain or share information and/or up-to-date news on developments:

Arnold Kohen or T¥berta CQuance ; Dieck Fraunke

410 Stewart Ave, 1 Beividexe P1,
Ithaca, H.Y. 14850 or . Montelaiz, N.J., 07042
607 ~272-7557 2017460021 °

Others present at the December 9th meeting:

Jerry Elmer, AFSC or Carol Brapg
2 Stimson Ave.

Providence, R,.XI. 02906
401-751-4488

Doug Hogtetter

777 U.N, Plaza

New York, N.Y. 10017
212-682-3633

Krystyna Colburn oxr Mary McCarihy

P, 0. Box 2072 or Sr. Catherine Mary
Bridgeport, CT. 06608

203-366-7326

Barbara Teal

46 W. 21lst St.

New Yorlk, N,¥., 10010
212-255-0352

Hoam Chomshky

15 Suzanne Rd,
Lexington, MA. 02173
617-862-6160

Thonas J, dMarti
Jusiice and Peace Qffice
Marykroll, N,Y. 10545

914-941-75%0

Peter D, Jones . or c¢/o CIET (Campaign for Independent Bast Timor)
5, Malvern Villas 232 Castlereagh St.

Camden Rd., Bath Sydney, HSW 2000

Avon, England Australia



PRINCIPLES OF STRATEGY AND ACTION

OF AD-HOC EAST TIMOR GROUP, DECEMBER S, 1979

To wotk for iﬁéreé%ed humanitavian aid to Ezgt Timor
To work for broader representation of a wide ramge of relief agencies.

To work for increased press coverage and greater number and range of
journalists reporting from East YTimor.

To open human rights issues involved in the continuing Indonesian
military occupation,

To raise awareness of the zight of EZast Timorese for genuine gelf-
determination,

To work for an end to U.S. military aid to the Indonegian military
ragine.

To urge support for wemhers of Congress {(e.g. Thomas Harkin, D-Iowa)
vho have or might be willing to bring up Fast Timor in hearinis, etc.

To raise funds for possible increased activities, including asvecially

a person to vork full time in Washington to xurther the above 1rinciples.
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\_ Ministers of Malaysia and Singapore. . . {Antara in English 1036 gmt 11 Apr79)

L)/:f)(__, YV mct»:;f Df- Wc;r(c{ ijoa { ¢ f 5 .

-

The Americas

Cuba to drop Timor issue from Havana agendn  The matter of East Timor will no more
be entered on the agenda of the non-aligned summit conference to be held in Havana,
Cuba, next September, Cuban President Fidel Castro’s special envoy said in an arrival
statement [on 11th April). L. Rodriguez Perez, Minister of Steel and Industry . .. said
the Cuban Government will not enter East Timor as a subject of discussion.
Rodriguez .. . will extend an invitation as well as a special letter from President Fidel
Castro to President Suharto, He said that the letter dealt with subjects calling for setile-
ment al the Havana meeting. Rodriguez had issued similar invitations to the Prime

Cuban minister in Singepore (FE/6089/A1/4) Singapore home service reported (in
English 1330 gmt 9 Apr79) that the Cuban Minister of Heavy Industries, Lester
Rodriguez Perez, had called on the Foreign Minister, Rajaratnam, on 9th April to discuss
the forthcoming summit of heads of state of non-aligned countries.

Cuban envoy in Nepal (FE/6089/A1/4) Kathmandu ra®™\s service in English for
abroad reported (1450 gmt 8 Apr79) that the delegat led by Zoilo Marinello
Vidaurreta had held talks with the Foreign Minister, Krishna Raj Aryal, on 8th April
concerning preparations for the summit conference of non-aligned countries in Havana in
September.

Chilean trade delegation in China (FE/6090/A1/3) Minister of Foreign Trade, Li Qiang,
gave a banquet on 10th April in honour of Roberto Kelly Vasquez, Chilean Minister of
Economy, Development and Reconstruction. Also present were Vice-Minister of Foreign
Trade, Chen Jie, and Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, Zhang Wenjin. Li Qiang and
Vasquez held talks that moming. (NCNA in English 1528 gmt 10 Apr 79)

Chinese view of Nicaraguan struggle against dictatorship Noting the recent fighting
against government forces in Nicaragua, the NCNA commented (in English 1955 gmt
10 Apr 79) that the Somoza regime was “in an unprecedentedly isolated position both
at home and abroad™ and the country’s economy was deteriorating. The agency quoted
well-known members of Nicaragua's opposition factions as saying that the regime was
very unpopular and the vast majority of the Nicaraguan people desired to see a thorough
reform of the administration.

Bolivian Vice-Minister discusses tin production in Indonesia (Text) Bolivia is looking
forward to Indonesian support at all international tin negotiations, because both
countries are members of the group of tin-producing countries. This hope was stated by
Bolivian Vice-Minister of Mining and Metallurgy (?Agalbe) when he met Minister of
Mining and Energy Subroto today [Sth April]. The Bolivian Vice-Minister said that
Bolivia, Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia are the biggest tin producers in the world,
supplying) 80% of the metal on the world market. (Jakarta home service 1300 gmt
9 Apr 79

Pakistan deplores US aid cut (FE/6089/A1/2) Karachi home service reported (in
English 1005 gmt 11 Apr 79) that the Pakistan Defence Minister, Ali Ahmed Talpur,
had told newsmen on 11th April that he deplored the cutting off of US economic aid to
Pakistan and accused the USA of applying double standards to countrigs in the region.
He said that Pakistan’s nuclear policy was geared to peaceful purposes and accelerating
the pace of economic development. .

[Note: Section Al was last published in FE/6090.]




e e

us would imagine that they were pictures
from Cambodia, not a place called Timor.

But while the world's attention Is un-
derstandably focused on mass famine in
Cambodia, a similar tragedy is unfolding
today in East Timor—and for similar
reasons.

Over 250,000 people in East Timor-—
half the total population—now face crit-
jcal starvation conditions, due to the rav-
ages of a ¢lvll war which has raged since
the Portuguese lterally abandoned their
island colony in 1075, with no prepara-
tlon for self-sufficlency much less inde-
pendence. This vacuum invited the sub-
sequent jnvasion by Indonesian forces in
an effort to incorperate the island into
Indonesia.

A bloody guerrills war has continued
since then, and Timor was sealed from
the view of the international commun-
ity—by Indonestan authorities—very
much as the regime of Pol Pot closed
Cambodia to outside view. But finally
the desperate conditions confronting
their peoples could no longer be con-
tained, and the spectre of mass famine
could not be kept secret.

After many years of serious charges of
human rights violations, Indonesia fin-
ally opened East Timor to the view of
several international and voluntary
agencies, permitting an international re-
sponse to the escalating human needs on
the island. Unlike Cambodia, the United
States moved expeditiously to respond to
the appeals of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross and Cathoilc Re-
liﬁf Bervices for emergency rellief sup-
plies,

In June, the Office of International
Disaster Asgistance in the Agency for In-
ternational Development (ATD) first
provided some $1.3 million in cash and
food assistance to the ICRC and Catholic
Rellef S8ervices. The total now is $2.9
millian in cash, plus $4.7 million in Public
Law 480 Food-for-Peace commodities—
or some $7.8 million combined.

In August an ATD team visited East
Timor and, along with an official of
Catholic Rellef Services, surveyed addi-
tional needs and reported their findings
to our Government as well as to my office.
I have closely followed developments in
East Timor, and I commend AID for its
expeditious action in support of interna-
tional relief programs.

But if the specter of Biafra and Cam-
hodia is not to be entirely repeated in
East Timor, we must move not only to
provide food and medicines, We must act
a5 well to give strong diplomatic sup-
port to eforts to bring peace as well as
relief to the people of Timor.

Mr, President, I ask that the following
articles on the crisis in East Timor he
printed in the Recoro.

IFrom the Washington Post, Nov. 15, 1979)
TIMORESE BATTLE FAMING Retixy OFFICtALY
ComMPARE IT T0 Brarma, CAMBODIA
(By Paul Zach)

JAKARTA—The Indonestan provinee of
Timor 18 battling & famine and outbreak of
discase thal some rellaf ofcials here are call-
ing as bad as Biafra and potentinily as serious
s Camhboddia,

While the plight of Cambodlan refugees in
Thaliand has been drawing most of the at-
tention, officials of the U.8.-based Cathollc
Reltef Bervices have mounted s virtually un-

Y e A 1 B e Bl W e B e

notlced cffort here to distrlbute 9,000 tons
of food to 240,000 people in East Timor.

Volunteers from the International Red
Cross and Indonesian Red Cross ere rushing
aid to another 60,000 villagrrs, some of whom
have been reduced to skeletons loosely draped
with skin,

Indonesian suthorities are blaming the
iragedy developing in Timor on s drought
and on the lingering effecta of & brutal civil
war that {ollowed Indonesla’s takeover of the
former Portuguese colony in 1976,

[Indonesia has been accused by Timorese
exiles and some International human rights
groups of fosterlng the famine through its
occupation policy there. Among their charges
are that Indonesian troops forcibly take food
that was to have gone to the Timorese
peopie.|

“I have been dolng this sort of work for 14
yenrs, but East Timor is the worst I have
ever seen,” sald Frank Carlin, the head of
the Catholic Rellef Services office In Indo-
nesta.

Interviewed while directing operations in
East Timor, about 1,500 miles east of Ja-
karta, Carlin and a handful of coworkers
admltted they face o difficult task convincing
the world of the need for ald in yet another
pocket of suffering in Southonst Asla,

The stricken province comprises the east-
ern half of Timor island, sliced off from the
west by Portugal nearly 400 years ago for use
as !ts coffee plantation. When the Portu-
guese pulled out in 1974, they left behind a
single high school, & native population of
853,000 that was 90 percent illiteraie and
only 13 mlies of roads.

The absence of roads and factlities in the
hostile jungles and mountaine is hampering
relief work. About $1.3 mtlllon of the 7.7
imlltlon budgeted for East Timor by the Red
Cruss ls golng for the charter of hellcopters.

The Red Cross and Cathollc relief group,
with ald malnly from thelr own coffers, and
the governments of the Unlted Btates, Aus-
tralin and West Germany, have mansged $o
set pome stocks of high-protein biscults, su-
gar, dried milk powder, rice, cooking oll, corn
socya blend, and some medical supplies to
the docks of the province's capital eity, Dill.

But transferring the supplies from the
docks to the needy has been slowed by over-
grown jungle tracks and limited carrylng
capaclty of helicopters. Red Cross delegate
Cedrie Neukomm said his organization needs
an additional 84 million to charter ships and
Increase the operating hours of hellcopters,

Neukomm, a veteran of Red Cross work
in critical mreas, sald he found conditions
In East Timor worse than In Lebanon, Blafra
or Bangladesh.

“What you have {s & situation where pso-
ple for four years have been on a starvation
diet. Obviously, many will dle and continue
to die. But they s5iil]l have a chance and a
will to live and If we can get the supplies to
them in time they will survive,” he esid.

Rescue workers report that as many as
nine people die each @ny from starvation in
the viclnity of the village of Halotlg, 60
miles southwest of DM, Red Cross doctors,
who conducted a survey there, discovered
B0 percent of the 8,000 villagers had malaria,
Farther enst, In Laga, doctors estimated mal-
nutrition and disease clalm three to five vic-
tims each day.

The terraln that has impeded transfer of
supplies elso het made it Impossible for
officiats to determine the full extent of the
problem.

U.8. Embassy officials, who have helped
dole out $5.1 million in ald, sald they belleve
the worst Is behind them rnd substantial
progress has heen made In dealing with about
5.000 critical cnses.

Other oMcials In East Timor eald they fear
only the fringe areas of suffering have been
reached s0 far and that heavy rains expected
In Decembar could cut off cupplies and lead
to more deaths,
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About one-fifth of East Timot's populstion
of about 600,000 18 balleved to have fled from
constal arens to the mountaing'during flerce
fighting that broke out in 1976 between & pro-
communist indepatdence group ealled Pre-
tilin and & movement favaring merger with
Indonssia, .

The Indonesian government latar launched
an ali-out Invasion to bolster the latter
group. After elght months of ¢ivil war, Presi-
dent Suharto announced in July 1878 that
East Timor had heen incorporated as ths
27th provines of Indonhesia, & move Btill
drawing fire from other Third World coun-
tries in United Natlons debatea,

To temper the oriticlam, Indonesia has al-
Iocated 815 million for development in East
Timor this year. Thus far, most govern-
ment contributions have gone for window-
dressing like the introduction of color tele-
vision in Dili.

Bltter battles between Fretilin guerrillas
and Indonesians continued after annexation.
The viclance drove thousands of villagers
into the mountains in search of refuge. It
was not until Fretilin leader Nicolau Lobato
was killed by Indoneslan militia in an am-
bush late last year that the fighting sub-
sided and people began returning from the
mountains.

The island's poor sol]l barely allows sub-
sistence lavel agriculture for residents In the
beat weather. But a drought last year wiped
out the corn crop and the paople took to
sating the seads that were to be used for this
year's planting. Thus, there was litile food
for those raturning from the mountains,

v
[From the New Repubiis}
ANOTHMER CAMBODEIA

Next tims you see a photo of & gaunt-ayed,
swollen-bellied Cambodlan child, or read s
report about mass death from war, diseass,
and starvation in Indochina, think about the
small Asian lsland of East Timor. Much the
same thing that has happened in Cambodia
has happened in East Timor, some 2500 miles
to the southeast. Between a tenth and a
third of the island's population-—80.000 to
200,000 persons—has been killed or has died
from lack of food and medicine since fight-
ing started in 1970, Half & genemntion of
Timorese children may have been rendered
mentally retarded by melnutrition. Right
now 250,000 Timorese are in re-
settlement camps which one recent visitor,
& refuges-retlef expert, i‘d:crrbod as “hor-
rible—as horrible &a any, 88en Al ore,
including the Thal-Casibedian wm of
thess 260,000, about 00,000 face starvation
unless relief supplies reach them within the
next two months, and 26,000 are In critical
condition at this very moment,

For Americans, there is a big difference
between Timor and Cambodia, We do not
have the luxury, in the cass of Timor, of
blaming what's happened on Ehmer Rouge
fanatics or the communist govermment of
North Vistnam. The apony of East Timor Is
the result of a bloody and hrutal territorial
selzurs by America's frisnd, Indonssia, and
we are desply implicatsd In what has hap-
pened. Indonesia's original invaslon, in De-
cember 1075, occurred just 12 hours after
President Ford ard Becretary of State Henry
Kissinger had visited Jakarta, Indonesia’s
caplital, raiaing no ‘public ohjection to the
impending attack. American weapons were
used In the Initla! sssault and threughout
Indonesia’s four-year campaign to suppress
natlonalist guerrilias. The Ford administrae
tion accepted Indoneala’s claim to East
Timor, and so did the Carter admintstration,
which (despite its stated policy of Imiting
world arms transfers) increassd military
sales to Indonesia from the Yord level of
three million dollars to §112 million in 1978,

Despite consistent reporta by Australlan
and other sources about Indonesian atrocl-
tles in East Timor, and desplte occasatonsl
congresslonal hearings on events there, the
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Carter Admihistration has ralsed scarcely a
public peep over human rights violations on
the island. The US doesn't want unfortunate
goings-on in an obscurs place to frustrate
better relations with the world's fifth most
populous country, s resources-rich antl-
communist ally etrategteally placed in the
gap between thé Aslan mainland and Aus-
tralla and between the Pacific and Indian
Oceans. Indonesla, in effect, has extorted
the United States Into sllence by making it
clear it would allow no Western humani-
tarian reilef agencies to visit and help Timor
If too much were sald about whett's geing on
there. Even now, Carter administration offi-
clals are afrald to say too tuch, lest Indo-
nesia refuse to cooperate in saving those who
{ace starvation between now and the mon-
SOON BERSOn.

The consclence of Amerlca will be eased
t0 know that the US government. having
supplied the weapons of Timor's destruction,
Is now providing 8119 tons of a high-protein
rice and corn soy blend to feed its refugees,
and has furnished $2.9 million in eid to the
International Red Croas and Cathollc Relief
Services, the agencies responsible for help-
ing Timor's popuiation. However, the con-
sclence of America should not rest too easy.
American officiale ralse some doubt wheiher
enough transportation facilities exist on the
island to gat food and medicine to all who
need it before the ralus astart. An American
researcher who has done extensive work on
Timor, Arnold Kohen, nlso cites church and
government sources in Australia, Indonesia,
and the US as charging that Indonestan
military authoritles have systematically
plundered previous rellsf shipments and
parceled out the remalinder on a politically
discriminatory basis. The conscience of
America really should not reat at least until
the US government has done all it can to
assure that the people it has made miserable
really are helped,

1t Is not terribly surprising that America
has paid ilttle attention to Timor iip to now.
It 1s located nowhere—at the far southern
end of the Malay archipelago, 350 miles north
of Australia. The whote island 15 about dou-
ble the slze of New Jersey, and for 400 vears
it has been dlvided culturally and politically
into sastern and western parts. West Timor
was 8 Duteh colony. with a large Moslem
population, and naturaily joined Indonesia
twhich I8 predominuntly Moslem) when thd
rest of the country won Its independence.
Enst Timor, however was Portuguese and
heavlly Catholle, It was not at all necessary
or natural that it wou!ld joln Indonesia when
the Portuguese withdrew In 1875. A brlef,
bloody civil war was fought in Beptember of
that year between left- and right-wing fac-
tions committed to independence. The left-
wing faction, Fretilin, won out, using arms
provided or taken from the former Portu-
guese garrison.

Indonesis was willing to tolerate a8 Portu-
guese East Timor. but not an independent
mini-state. The rght-wing government of
President Bubarto has asserted that Fretilin
was 8 communlst movement, but US oficlals
say there Is no evidence whatever to support
the clalm. Probably Indonests figured it had
iothing to gain by tolerating an independent
nelghbor. The Indonesians first sent in com-
mando units from West Timor, which seized
border areas In September 1975 and (accord-
ing to Australlan intelligence sources) killed
five Australian television reporters who
filmed the invasion

In late November. Fretilin declared inde-
pendence and on December 3 it appealed to
Prestdent Ford to pravent Indonesia from
wmvading. During Pord's visit to Jakarta, Els-
singer issued a public statement saylng that
the United Btates 'understands Indonesin's
position on the question” of Timor. What-
ever American officials may have sald in
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private about what Indonesin was about to
do, it certalnly had no deterrent effect. On
December 7 Indonesia launched a [ull-scale
invasion against the East Tlmor capital of
Dilt. A high-ranking Indonesian general con-
firmed to n US congresstonal delegation that
"of course there were US weapons used. These
are the only weapons that we have.”

There |8 virtually no dispute that the Lni-
tial Invasion was accompanied by widespread,
Indiscriminate killlngs of civilians by In-
donesinn troops. As in Vietnan, and ns o
Indonesia's own eclvil war, ethnlc Chinese
scem to have been a speclal target ol rvs-
tematlc brutality and murder. US State De-
partment officials admit excesses during the
early days of fightlng, buc clalin offendihy
soldiers and commanders were removed and
disciplined, Critics of US policy assert, how-
ever, that the top commander ol the forces
nttacking DIl wus not disclplined at all. but
was decorated and promoted to brigadler
general.

It 1s nn interesting parallel between Cam-
bodla and East Timor--and one which may
not be colncidenta.—that the iIndoueslan
government, like Pol Pot's regime In Cum-
bodia. mnde 1t almost lmpossible for ihe
outside world to know what it was dulup as
It attempted to assert control over the lund
Prior to Its lnvaslon, Indonestn warned Aus.
tralin to get all 1ty natlonals out of the coun-
try, and also demanded the departure of In-
ternational Red Cross workers. As in Cam.
bedia, foreign visits were perinitted only
rarely, and then were tightly controlled

Because of the secrecy, i1t's Impossible to
know exactly what transpired in Timor from
19756 until this year, when a few Westerners
again began to travel around the country as
part of rellel efforts. Indonesin justified Its
secrecy, and Its actlvities, as an ‘“Internal
matter” after May 1876, when an Indonestan-
appointed “Reglonal Popular Assembly”
ungnlmously voted to ask for incorporation
of Timor Into Indonesia. This action has
been dectared invaild three times by the
Unlted Natlons General Assembly. The Carter
administration’s officinl human rights report
declared diplomatically that the US *has
nccepted the tncorporation nf East Timor in-
to Indonesin, but it does not recopghlee that
a valid net of self-determination oeccurred ™
Recognition of the Incorporatlon, however,
saves the US from having to object to Its
ally's use of US-supplied equipment to com-
mit aggression

Oun the ground in East Timor, it's clear
that alter Indonesla’s invasion, Fretllin's
forces fled the island’s small urban centers
for the rugged highlands. The insurgents
may have numbered as many as 25,000
persons. In 1876, the Indoneslan military
bezan to make use of Rockwell OV-10
“Bronco” counter-insurgency aircraft—sglow-
moving planes equipped with infrared de-
tectors, bombs, trockets, napalm, and
machine guns, specifically deslgned for close
combat support ageinst an enemy without
an effective antlalccraft capabllity. US con-
gressional committves have been told by
critles of American policy that Indonesla
used the planes not only to destroy guerrilla
strongpolints, but also to wreck the villages
and crops of highland dwellers in order to
separate them from Fretllin.

Estimates of casusltles in Timor vary
greatly. In 1976, a leader of a provislonal
government created by Indonesia sald he
believed 80,000 persons had been killed, In
March 1077, James Dunn, an Australian
parliament researcher and former consul In
Timor who ls the most encrgetle gatherer
af informatlon about the island’s travall,
told a U8 congressional committee that
100,000 persons had been killed. He based
his estimate on reports from Indonesian
church offictals and refugnes. At the same
congressional hearlng, US State Department
officlals sald such high reports were “great-
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lv exagierated.” Oue official said that the
death toll was probably 10,000. This year,
James Dunn compared pre-war Portuguese
census figures with current Indoneslan mill-
tury estimates of the population and found
that 300,000 persons are “missing.” EKohen,
clting church sources, says more than 200,-
000 have dled. One US Btate Department of-
. inl snig last week that 100.000 is the “pen-
erally accepted flgure” on Tunorese deaths.
Another sald he kuew of nn accepted fgure
Whit Amcrican intelligence agencies know
from  Austrelian monitoring of Indonesian
wnflitary communications, UB. oficials will
1ot say

‘The most intense Hghting in Tlmor has
occurred durihg the Cartéer administration’s
tenure in office—and 50 have most of the
casualties, In mid-1877, Indonesla offered an
amtiesty to Fretllin, but also moved 10,000
fresh Lroops into the country and stepped up
counter-insurgency operations. In the fall, a
french photo-journatist slipped into the
country and later clalmed that the Indo-
nestan army wus "systematically wipling out™
villages suspected of supporting the guer-
ritlas, In §978, employing search-and-destroy
lechuiqiies, heavy alr bombardments, and
helivopler-borne  attacks, the Indouesiabns
Legan to mnke doclsive headway npealnst
FFretiltu. On Lhe last day of the year, un In-
dunesian Torce kitled the oppositton’s preal-
dent, Nicolau Lobato,

The level of continuing resistance In
Timor 15 In disputée. Indonesian authoritles
seern confident enocugh now to allow some
Westerners to make hellcopter visits around
the countryside more or less freely as they
Iinspect refugee camps. However other
sources, including Arnoid Kohen, contend
Lthat the reslstance is still allve. Kohen as-
serts, clting reports from US. government
officlals and church sources, that the Indo-
neslan military's pollcy is to execute sum-
marily all Pretilin members, supporters, and
thelr familles, leaving resistance fighters
little choice but to hide when they are un-
able to fAght. Although the U8B, government
recognizes Indonesia’s take-over of Timor,
it's still not clear that Timor hns acquiesced,

During 1978 and 1879, a massive stream of
Timorese refugees--some 300,00—hns  de-
seenred [rom the interlor highlands 1o
coustal nreas and towns, driven by a combi-
nation of war devastation and drought to
seck food, medicine, and shelter, The condl-
Uon of the refugees nas been described by
witnesses as being worse than tn Blafra, the
Suhel, or Bangladesh during their respective
disasters. In September 1978, chutch rellef
workers told vislting correspondents that 500
people per month were dying In one Enst
Timor district alone. Other recent vlsitors
say & third of the refugees are marasmic—
cmaciated, bellies swollen from malnutrl-
tion—or post-marasmie, Inh a state where
their bodtes are consuming their own pro-
tein. Of 260,000 now in refugee camps. one
experienced relief ofcial sald he guessed
25,000 “are not golng to make It Iln spite of
International relief efforts. The scale may be
smaller, but Timor s another Cambodis—
and it 18 partly our responsibility.

WINDFALL PROFITS TAX--UNAN-
SWERED QUESTIONS

® Mr. GARN. Mr. President, on October
30 I wrote to Becretary Willlam Miller,
Secretary Charles Duncan, Jr., Secretary
Harold Brown, and Mr, Stuart Eizenstat
asking questions on the effect of the
windfall profits tax on refiners and inte-
grated producers. As of this date I have
not received a reply to my questions
from any of them.

We are about to start debate on the
windfall profits tax and I am disap-
polnted that I have not had the courtesy
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Notes on washinghon Augus r 1579

L spent July 25-30 in Washington; D.C. conducting unofficial disc-
ussions on Indonesia with the intent of establishing contacts Teor Tuture
work. The Ffollowing ig & rough description of my meetings and other
related 2c¢tivities.

July 25: Upon arrival . in D.C., I went inmediately to the office of
Representative Thomas Markin (D.-Iowa). I delivered a cowny of James
Durm's April 6, 1979 "Notes on the Current Situation in IFast 1'imor”

1o one of Harkin's aides, Holly Burkhalter. I then went to meeb with
Bruce Cameron, the Forelgn Policy Lobbyist at Americans for Demeccratic
Action (ADA}. He talked with me #for an hour, giving advice on my
already scheduled appoinitments, suggesting points and questions Lo
pursue with some of them, making aprointmenis with people whou he
considered it worthwhile for me Lo visit, the most important being .
Senator Hennedy's hwmen rights a2ide. Bruce pointed out that the

nexs day would be important, because the . Senate and House rorelzn
Afiairs Confarence Committee would be meeting to consider the two
houses' Forelign | Security Assistance BEills for 1980. At stake was

4 $10 million amendgment in Indonesia's favor proposed by Senatoer John
Clenn (D.-0Ohio) for Indonesia. Bruce told me thzt he was not able to
ao 0oany last minute lobbying on  this duestion, ‘and i1hat I should
raise the question with Stanley Roth, foreign policy aide to Rep.
Shephen Solarz (D.-N.Y.). 1 also gave Bruce a Tifteen minute SUmMmMALry
of recent political and hiimen rights developments in Indonesia. He
asziked about the reporis that the U.S. embassy had substituied Jusuf
Warandl for Yap Thiam Hien last year during Vice President Mondale's
neeting with Indonesian human rigits advocates in Jakarta.

-

0

July 261 I first met with Stanley Roth in Stephen Solarz's of{ice.
‘7‘.

fle explained that Solarz was zoing to be Tighting . against
additional funds for Morocco and Zaire, in his position as Chairnan

oI the House Subcommitiee on Africa. Roth said that Solarz weuld
proably not be willing to vaise the question of Glenn's #10 million
amendment, because he . did not want to guin a reputaticn as &
generalist on these matters. Roth did howaver promiss Lo raise my
objactlions with Solarz before the meceting and 2lso siated that our
prospects for changing some of the Congessional approach to indonesin
were good for the long term. He'said that if sowmeone else takes the
lead on questions of human rights and arms s=2ios Ty Indonesiz, one
couid count on support from Solarz. YHe encouraged me to cantinue
working in Washingson on the issue. A follow-up phonecall on July 39
L0 Rcth revealea that Solarz was interested, but not in initiating.
Roth said thatl HKep. Lester Wolff (D.-N.¥.), Chairmen cf the House
Subzomnittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs, had veen taliking about
raising the issue of Glernm's amendment beforz the mz2eting., 'this
ig because I manzged to see Wolff's non-Asizn affairs foreizn policey
Aaide; Sue Hartstein, just befors the confarence meeting., This mesting
wds arrvangad L by my Copgreszman's (Richard Ottinger D.-i.Y.) human
rights aidyh, Welissa Grant. T explained to Ms. Harlstein that Indonesis
had recently realized a 31 billion windfzll frow the QFI( price rises,
and that duc to inflationary pressures, was really unsble i slink Whis
monzy inte the econcmy. She promised +to raise the issus with the
Goengessman.  She had never heard of Timer. She 2sked my 2dvice on a

d

-

preonosed $460 millicen grant to Indonesia for popul#ilon contood .

Qo Fered so weite, her in thoe near future on thi= questilion,
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From Wolff's office I went to Foggy bottom to meet with John Saltzberg
of the Office of Human Rights and Humanitakian Affairs. He is now working
under Mark Schneider on Asia. Previously, he was Rep. Donald Fraser's
staff member on the House Subcommitiee on International Organizations, and
played an important role in the human rights hearings conducted by
Fraser. Ve spoke for an hour. I presented a straightforward critigue
of Stote's reporiing on human rights in Indonesia and Timor, and also
gave him anm update on the trials and recent reports fror . Timor.

I provided him with anumber of articles and documents. He told me

that he was very interested, becuase it seemed that there was some
discrepancy between current reality and the State Department’s recent
reporting. He requested a detailed critique of the 1979 human rights
report submitted to Congress. I raised the issue of recent Indonesian
requests for large quantities ' of anti-riot equipment to be bought with
U.S. security assistance money. He was '~ interested, saying that it gave
him “something to get a handle on". He asked me to stay in touch and .
to continue providing him with information, because Siate will soon
begin preparing the 1980 human rights reportis.

I went from Foggy Bottom back to the hill to meet with Bob Holstine,
minority starf member of Wolff's Subcommittee on Asian and Pacifie
A{Tairs. He is the staff member with responsibility for East Timor.
Really & disgusting guy. He did most of the talking, weaving a web
of innuendo, insinuation, rumour and fiction. I interrupted little,
as I Telt there was no point to argue with him. Every now and then
I interjected something when his talk bordered on the totally
lJudicrous. But my intention was to simpty  estlablish contact for
Future reference. He told me that his contacts around Washington hac
acknowledged that Americans had been in Timor on investigating during
recent years, particularly prior to the’ FRETILIN claims of June 1978,
but didn't believe that they had been involved in fighting. Also
acknowledged that 60,000 could be dead. He did everything possible
to disparage Dunn, Saltzberg, Chomsky and other troublemakers...He
seemed very out of toush with the 1asi couple of years of campaignéng
in this country. He offered to "run reports by his sources” for me.

ATter Holstine I went to visit briefly with Clayton Fowler, foreign
affairs aide Lo Senator Zorinsky of Nebraska. Zorinsky is a Democrat on
Glenn's Asian and Pacific Afigirs Subcommittee, but his primary work is
on Western Hemisphere affairs...He was in the forefront of Congessional

critics of Somoza in Nicaragua. I outlined the situation in Indonesia
and Timor, not asking for anything, just 2sking Fowler to raise the issue
with Zorinsky. He wag receptive, took some maierials fer reading and

asked me to stay in touch. He also wanted toxnow who else on thk Hill
was interested andfor doing anything on the issue.

July 27: During the morning I edited Dunn's recent report for inclusion
in the Congressional Record by Tom - . Harkin's office. This will probably

be done Guring the debate on the Foreign Ald bill after the August recess.
Ottinger's oftice has also offered to pul the student trial exceptlie's
that appeared in Indonesia and TAPOL Bulletin in the record. isruce
Cameron requested that [ prepare ior him 2 draflt of a statement relating
the boat people issue to Timor for submission 1o members of a house
junke®t to Asia to look into the Indochinese refugee situation.

In the afternoon I met with Carl Ford of Senator Glenn's office.
T spoke with him on Timor, Indonssia and American arms aid. He gave

—

me the standard line on continuing military aid to ASEAN couniries...

to maintain influence. But he was willing to concede that ‘timor 1is
a special case. He asknowleded that mass murder has taken place and

-



that it is one c¢f the worsl instances of human rights viclations. He
said that on the basis of our conversalion he will regquest to visit Timor
when he goez on 2 factfinding vizit to Indoncsia at the end of the year.
I gave him materials and promised tr - remzin in contact.

July 28: I wrote a three page statement on Timor and the boat people
for Bruce Cameron. In a follow-up phonecall on August 2 he told me
that they had used the statement as I had written it, simply adding a
paragraph . This was distributed to the Congressmen going to Indonesia,
along with excerpts from Dunn's report and other information on ''imor.
The people carrying out this exercise were concentrating exclusively

on Timor.

July 30: In the morning I met with Senator Kennedy's human rights aide.
My purpose was 1o impress upon him the seriousness of the.situation in
Indonsgia and Timor. 71 gave him &2 rundown on the history, recent reports
and who 1s interested in Washington. He r reguested that I submit,
to him various suggestions and if possible, the names of notable pris=
oners. I will explain to him the prssent situation, where advocates are
awaiting the outcome of the 1979 releases. I will probably emphasize
three points with him: 1) The student trials &) 1he remaining Buru
prisoners and in particular the Savanajaya detainees and 3) then need
for intermational obhservers and relief organizatins to be allowed

inte East Timor.

In the afternoon I met with I .. . .-- T % Fariborz Fatemi,
staffmember in charge of human r*ght on Don Bonker's (D.—Washington)
Subcommitiee on International Crganizations. . i

He told me of his plans to hold further hearings on Indonesia and tne
Pnilippines in Oclober. He wants to obtain an update on Indonesia from
Amnesty Internatiaonal and Ben Anderson, and also to learn how Siate
hagd been formulating its human rights reports for submission 1o the
Congress. He 1s superb., He recognizes the seriousness of the condi-
tions in Indoresia, and also spoke favorably of Bonker's concern for
human rights. Fariborz asked me %o keep in contact and in September
to- submit a dozen questions that could be uzed in putting togeXher
questions for the subcommittee. A side note on the Subcommitsge on
Internatlonal Organizationst A fraend of mine from my class at Vassar
L -._  College, Carole Grunberg, is the staff member in charge of
Tnternational Organizations.



October 1, 1979

Notgee on Washington 1.1

During the week of September 17-23 I returned to Washington, D.C,
to continue the work that I began in July (see Notes on Washington of
8/6/79~ Now I). This time tne nature of my work changed considerably.
whereas in July I went as a “concerned private eitizen®, this lime 1
funcijoned as an "Indonesia expert® working for Bruce Cameron, the
foreign policy lobbyist at the ADA (See Now I).

Yhe week began with a Monday evening meeting at the ADA. This session
had been requested by Bruce in order to coordinate some of the work
that is being done on Fast Timor and washington, and to give him

more background on the issues. It was attended Dy Arnold Kohen,
myself, sruce, Holly Burkhalter-an aide to Rep. Tom Harkin (D.-Iowa),
veronica Farke, Rachel Grossman and bruece's intern, Lexle Dewey.

Wwe talksd for iwo hours. Bruce 1is developing various strategles on
Pimor, with a primary focus upon the need there for massive relief
aid. Also of importance is publicizing to role of American nmilitary
aid. We emphasized to him that any noise from washington will unsetile
Jakarta. 'The hope is to get some hearings again.

On Tuesday and Wednesday I worked at the ADA offices, preparing three
one page briefs on the Timor issue for distribution on the Hill. These
E were written for Sen. DeConcini (D.~-Arizona), who had agreed to ask
gquesiions en Timor in the Senate's mark-up session on the Foreign Aid
bill, but they have been circulated in other offices. The two ques-
tions that DeConcini agreed to asi were 1) Is U.S. econcmic ald reach-
ing kast Timor? If not, why not? and 2) Is U.S. Supplied military aid
being used in East Timor and if so why? Bruce gave me ar number of
names to call to make appointments for later in the week. Arnold
stayed around until Tuesday afternoon editing his article Jor The

New Republic. I also worked with Bruce's intern, Lexie, who 1s

g focusing her work on Timor.

on Thursday 9/20 1 had a series of meetings. Accompanied by Lexie
Dewey, I met first with Bob Paquin, the foreign affairs alde to
Sen. Leahy (D.-Vermont), who is on the Foreign Relations Committee
and who would be attending the mark-up session. we talked about
Pimor for 45 minutes. What was interesting to me was that he has
recently been hearing about Timor via other channels. The issue
seems to be slowly speeading around the ¥ Hill.Paquin asked me ‘to
hage DeConcini's aide, Jerry Bonham, contact him after our Friday
meeting. 1 lunched on Thursday with Gareth Porter, author of a
numbpr of pieces on Vietnam and cambodia, and Toreign affairs aide
to Rep. Clarence Long (D.-Maryland), who is the chairman of the
subcommittee on Forelgn Operations of the House Committee on
Appropriations. We only talked about Vietnam and Cambodia. In
the alfternoon 1 went to the offices of the Christian Science- Monitor,
where I met with Dan Sutherland, a staff reporter who 1is interested
in doing a piece on East Timor. He was particularly interested in
the reports of the manipulation of pumanitarian aid from abroad,

a peint ithat 1 was emphasizing in all of my meetings. I gave
him nzterial and we will probably speak again in the near future.

" He is proposing to do this article on top of all his other respon-
gibilities at the paper.




On Friday 9/21 I met with four people. In the worning I met briefly
with Jerry Bonham, aide to Sen. DeConcini. He was busy (or did not want
to talk), so 1 did little more than leave him the question briefs, a
copy of Jill Jolliffe's article in The JManchester Guardian and a copy
of the recent ACFOA report on Aid and Fast Timor. Jnen L[ went to meet
with Dawn Calabia, human rights aide to Rep. Stephen Solarz {D.-N.Y.
See Now I). I described the reports on the refugee situation, and
then discussed the visit of a U.S. AID official to Southeast Asia
which was taking place at thet time. One of the issues on his agenda
was Timor, and according to Dawn, the AID relief fund was consildering
giving considerable aide to Pimor (via Indonesia?). The figure was
apparently going to be over $1 million. From sSolarz's office 1 went
to meet with Chris Nelson, staff member on Lester Wolff's Subcommittee
on Asian and Pacific Affairs. Also preseni were another Democratic
staff member and the minority counsel, Jon Holstine (See Now I).

I presented my case forecefully because Holstine vas present. AT our
previous meeting I heard his side without much comment, but this time;
in the pres@nce of his fellow staff. members, I laid it on the line.

T then had lunch with Nelson, to "make friends" for future reference.
Hiz basic line is that one should not . - reopen the Timor issue
for “political reasons®, but he agreed tnat conditions warratted
international attention.. During the afternoon I met again with
Gareth Porter, and this time we discussed only the situation in

Timor and Indonesia. He was very interested. He has been involved
with his Conzressman in émphasizing the need for international over-
sight of relief aid ‘o Cambodia, and he thinks that he can get Long
to take a similar stand on # aid destined for Timor, if Coggress has
any say in such a disbursement. Careth is also inlerested in having
hearings oﬁ;imor before the Foreign Operations Subcommittee. Some

of the other members of this subcommittee are very good, including
Howard Wolpe (B.-Michigan) and Rep. McHugh (D.~N.7.) who represents
the district which includes Ithaca and Cornell.

T also met a couple of times with Holly Burkhalter. She has been
doing some fantastic work on Pimor. Recently, she has taken a number
of important initiatives in approaching her boss (Rep. Harkin) on the
izsue. Harkin is excellent on human rights and has been receptivex to
her sugegestions. One thing she is working on is setting up an East
Timor Moni%oring Group that would bring together a number of concernad
Congressmen. It would serve an oversight function, circulating
statements to fellow Congressmen and collecting information. She

is becoming acquainted with the issue and has a wide range of
materials. Over the phone on 9/28 whe told me that the statement

that we had circulated amongst a group of Congressmen who went to
Southeast Asia during August to investigate the "hoat people” situation
(See NoW I) had had some good results. The Representative to Congress
from Guam, Antonio Juonpat (a non-voting representative), who is
chairman of the Interior Committee's Subcommittee on FPacific Affairs
(probably overseeing American trust territories in the Pacific) apparently
made a real "pain in the neck” of himself while the delegation was in
Jakarta. All he wanted to talk about was Timor and he even requested
permission to visit the island..but this was not allowed. Holly and

I talked about various ways to follow up - on this, including having
Harkin go talk to Juonpat, and us going to meet with his Subcommitiee
staff. There is the possibility of getting him to hold hearings.
Holly had the Asian Hureau Australia report on Yimor inserted in the
Congressional Record last weell, and then had it reppinted in the
bulletin or the ¥ Democratic Siudy Group, a publication that is

read all over ihe Hill. '"his should be an on-going operation, because




there is plenty of other recent material worth printing for distribution
on the Hill. Holly is without a doubt going to be imporiant in our
Tuture work.

During the week in Washington I decided that the time had come for me
to move down lo continue this work on a regular bagis. I have a house
in Arlington already, at aprice that will allow me a few months to find
work. I asked Bruce about working for him on human rights, something
he said that he had already considered, but at the moment ADA has no
funds available, although they have applied for a grant. 1 expect to
begin doing volunteer work for him on this issue on a regular basis.
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1042 Westbrook Drive

Rome, New York 13440
Phone: 315-336-4490

June 7, 1979

Ms, Meg Greenfield
Editorial Page Editor
The Washington Post

Dear Ms. Greenfield:

Your editorial on East Timor (May 30, 1979)
not only misrepresents, but worse, it mekes light of a serlous
conflict in Southeast Asia, Ezst Timor has not appeared out of
nowhere to claim 1ts independence. Along with other former Portuguese
colonies such as Angola and Mozambique, Timor, since 1960, was
scheduled gor decolonization. To suggest that its claim 1s an
unreasonable extravagance, which the world cannot afford, shows
both a shocking ignorance and a contempt for international law,

Indonesia invaded East Timor in December 1975,
and announced several months later that a so-called “"People's
Assembly" had decided to join Indonesia. As the Has%%%stgg Post
itself pointed out in an editorial on May 23, 197 ntegration
Without Choice"), Jakarta's need to keep 30,000 troops in East
Timor to back up this "“decision™ exposed the real nature of the
"People's Assembly®™. But one cannot pretend that this situation
came about simply because Jakarta “had the power" and the Timorese
did not, as your recent edltorial states. This sort of explanation,
coming from a renowned Washington-based newssaper, 1s nothing
short of cynicism. Surely the edlitors of the Post are aware that
Indonesia's invasion was carried out almost exclusively with
American supplied-arms. This is a matter of record, as stated in
the four Congressional hearings on East Timor held by former Rep.
Donald M. Fraser (D-Minnesota). And, according to the Los Angeles
Times (Nov. 25, 1977), by late 1977, Jakarta's original arms
supplied was seriously depleted, by the heavy fighting in East Timor.
The United States and other Western countries, notably France
and Britain, saw fit to help replenish these arms supplies. 1
would draw your attention to the fact that the United States has,
since 1976, supplied Jakarta with sixteen OV-10 counterguerllla
ajircraft, manufactured by the Rockwell Internmational Corporation.
These planes, according to February 1978 testimony before the
Fraser subcommittee, are equipped with infrared detectors, rockets,
bombs and napalm, amd are useful chiefly against an enemy wlthout
effective anti-aircraft wesponry at thelr disposal. In short, these
planes are ideally suited for warfare against the Timorese independence
forces, Data frpom the London-based International Institute for
Strategic Studies shows very clearly that prior to our shipment of
the OV-10 planes to Indonesia, Jakarta lacked such aircraft. The
United States has, therefore. played a significant role in increasing
Indonesia's destrucive capacity in East Timor,

The only paragraph in your editorial that
approaches the Timor problem soberly is the final one, in which
you refer to reports that as many as 100,000 people may have been
killed thus far. I find it incredible that you can mentlon a

Eégur% of phis sort and still treet so cavallierly the question of
g8t Timor's independence.



Your recommendation that East Timor be opened to
forelgn journalists and the International Red Cross is sound.
But recent history shows that Jakarta is loath to allow any
independent observers completely free access to East Timor.
Jakarta has already led selected visitors on carefully-
controlled "tours": I personally know of & British Journalist
who visited East Timor under such circumstances in September 1978.
As for the Internationel Red Cross, in 1976 Jakarts accorded that
organization what proved to be a symbolic, 48 hour visit. If the
Timorese are to be properly assisted, not only the International
Red Cross but other reputable agencies as well (such as Catholic
Belief Services) must be given permission to work freely
throughout the territory.

The International Red Cross, however, cannot be relied upo
as a news source, sSince their reports usually remain confidential
for & number of years. FPor an accurate picture of events to
emerge, East Timor must be opened to knowledgeable, neutral
observerse- preferably foreigners who lived in Timor before the
invasion. Several Americans and other Westerners are familiar with
the local languages in East Timor, and would be in = good position to
look beyond the surface of the situation. Journalists who have
visited East Timor recently, it should be noted,have not been
allowed independent interpreters. This state of affairs only
underscores the sort of coverup that the Indonesian government is
seeking to perpetuate,

The distortions found in your editorial demand rectification
I would suggest that this may be best accomplished (and the war in
East Timor given the serious attention it warrants) by inviting
an informed observer, such as Noam Chomsky, to address the question
in the pages of the Post.

Sincerely,

R_o‘uﬂc A-J" bt

RHoberta A, Quance

P.S. The Post might also send an experienced reporter to interview
East Timorese refugees who live close to Lisbon. The
distinguished American newspaper that uncovered the Watergate
events has a responsibility, in the case of East Timor, to
help put an end to the systematic coverup carried out by Jakarta.
Recent reports from responsible figures in the Catholic Church
inside East Timor say that from 60,000 to 120,000 people may
have been killed to date as a result of the Indoneslan invesion.
Persistent reports of this nature warrant an immediate investigati
by the Post.



1410 Stewart Ave,
Ithaca, NY 14850
Nov. 26, 1979

Mr. Bob Wahls
Photography Editor
The Daily News

Dear Mr. Wahls,

I spoke with you on Sunday concerning the photographs
on Zast Timor that you received from Kevin Healy. I am an old friend of
Kevin's and have also done & bit of writing on the subject, for The
Netion and Newsday. Richard Dudmen of the St Louls Post-Dispetch
picked up on my Natlon plece, as did Murray Xempton.

The situation has gotten a good deal worse since 1
wrote the abovementioned articles, 2s 11lustrated by the photos
and the enclosed New Republic piece. You may be interested to know
that Father Bryan Hehair of the US Catholic Conference in Washington
recently informed two Timorese priests who visited him that when Pope
John Paul was here, he raised the Timor issue with Zbignlew Brzezinski.
This is perhaps an indication of the seriousness of the matter. Naturally,
The News can check this with Father Hehair.

The Catholic Church cannot take any open action,
however, since Indonesia is a predoninantly Isiamic country and
churches in general nust watch theilr step there.

Many churchmen are convinced that public exposure of
thz situetion in Zast Timor can help improve the situation. Since
I grew up in Queens and still visit thetre frequently, I know the
power of the Daily News to sway public opinion. I hope that wou
can do scmething with the photos.

Feel free to contact me 1if I can be of any assistance.
My home phone is 607 272 7557, but through Friday the 7th of Dec. I
can be reached through Kevin at 202 667 07u6b.
Thank you for your attentlon,

Sincerely,

Arnold S. Kohen
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Nov. 23, 1979

Stephen S. Rosenfeld
The Washington Post
1150 15th St.,, NW
Washington, D.C. 20071

Dear Mr. Rosenfeld,

' Thank you for your excellent column, "The Policy of
famine' (Nov. 23), which gave long overdue coverage to a much-neglec ted
ssue,

For several years, I have done extensive research
on the case of East Timor, which you mention. Most recently, I
asslsted Morton Kondracke in an article that he wrote for The New
Bepublic {"Another Cambodia", Nov. 3). I have also written for The
Nation and Newsday on this subject, and am currently preparing &n
article for the San Francisco-based bi-weekly, Inguiry. In addition,
I assisted Jack Anderson's office in their investigation of the
situation, which resulted in two columns on Nov. 8 and 9, and nmay
result in others.

I find one paragraph of your Nov. 23 column particularly
relevant to the East Timor situation:

“The civilian victims are customerily removed, by remoteness
and the starver's censorship, from the news coverage that might help
the humanitarian community mobilize the political community. The starver's
troops often limit or deny the victims the benefit of international
relief, if it is offered

The popular image one has received from recent press
coverage of East Timor is that the territory is finally open to
International relief agencies. This is true, however, in only a very
limited way: the International Committee of the Red Cross has only
been allowed to bring in three staffers to oversee an operation almed
at 60,000 "critical cases.". There is one ICRC doctor, one nurse, and
one administrator on the ground. This is not because the ICRC cannot
spare more people; 1t is due to the desire of the Indonesian military
to keep the territory as closed to outside scrutiny as possible.

Catholic Relief Services also has an operation in Bast
Timor, but here there is no fulltime, independent CR3 staffer on
the ground. CRS' Jakarta director visits Timor only periodically. Those
CHRS relief workers who are actually on the scene are either Indonesian
or Timorese, and are in no position to defy the Indonesian military
authorities. This is a point worth stressing, since over the last four
years there have been numerous reports that relief aid donated from abroad
rarely reaches the intended recipients; these same reports say that the
Indonesian military systematically plunders foreign relief shipments.

These reports are supported by & detailed account that_ I recently
recelved from an acquaintance of mine in the U.3. Intelligence
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Community.

In other words, Timor is another Cambodiza in more weys than
one. Unless the international community finds ways to provide
Slgnificant oversight over the Zast Timor relief operation, 1t
1s doubtIul that the situation will 4mprove to any great extent.

There are some Members of Congress who have expressad
intersst 1n doing something about the Zast Timor situation, but more
help is needed. Before anybody can do anything, however, people have
to know the facts, as distinct from both Indonesian goverrment
propaganda and State Department evasions. You will be interested to
know that there is a pronounced policy split within the State Department
on this question, with some people deeply désémnrbed over what they
see as a deliberate Department policy to downplay the East Timor
situation, or ignore it entirely. Half-truths on the part of the
Department have become standard fare on this issue, and things really
are not getting any better.

I would be prepared to write an Op-ed pilece for the Post
and detail the current status of the Timor situation. I feel that
such a pisce is both timely and necessary, since the issues have ,
become so blurred by flawed press reports that even a concerned observer#
would have difficulty figuring out what is going on. At the same
time, coverage in the Post would help the humanitarian community
mobilize the political community, something that cannot happen
too soon.

I will be in Washington from Nov. 29-Dec. 6, and can be
reached at sither of the following numbers: 667-4094 (message only)
or ~638-6447 (Apericans for Democratic Action). Otherwise, my numbers

. * in Ithaca are 607 272 7557 (home); 607 256 3619 (office).

Thank you for your attention, and again, thank you for an
excellent column.

Sincerely,

/ -, .
C.)//m/f&c 1/1 \7"/'{4\__,
Arnold S, Kohen

P.S. I can provide personal references on request.
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September 5, 1979.

Mr Arnold Kohen,
410 Stewart Avenue,
ITHACA, N.Y.14850 U.S.A.

Dear Arnold,

Thank you very much for sending me the interesting items
on East Timor. I admire your commitment and perseverance.

Apart from Jill Jolliffe's interview with the priest in
Portugal, there has not been much on the current situa-
tion in the Australian press. Our recently retired Head
of the Department of Foreign Affairs, Allan Renouf, has
just published a book which has some interesting histori-
cal references to U.S./Australian/Indonesian connivance
just prior to the invasion. I have sent Sue some brief
references and I think she will try to obtain a copy of
the book which has several pages of revelations about
Australian foreign policy re East Timor.

I am enclosing a copy of a review prepared by the Austra-
lian Council for Overseas Aid which attempts to draw to-
gether the most recent information on the situation of
people in East Timor.

With again thanks and good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Enc. David Scott




Dear Arnold, e : : ' ; ?1
. LW - S I e i |
. - Many thanks for your letter. I do remember h-ving met you during

my visit nearly two years ago. I have also sent a copy of the article I wrote

for "World Review" to your address. I am delighted that Noam Chomsky hys taken

an interest in the Timor affair, and it gives me some hape that this travesty of

human rights and justices will continue to receive some attention. As you will now

know the Fretilin President, Njcolau Lobato has been killed by Indonesian troops

near Maubisse, He died on 31 December 1978, supposedly after he :@nd othier members

of Fretilin had been ambushed. My enquiriess here suggest that he might in fact have

been lured into some kind of trap by a defector, and that he -and some<22 other

Timorese were then summarily executed, But of course I have no\haré evidence at

this moment. Nicolau's death is a tragic loss, and unfortunately it 'does mean that

Fretilin's military capability has now been substantially reduced witlithe remgining

independence forces more or less confined to the area between Suai and Bobonaro in

the south west. I fervently hope that interest in the plight of the: T#morese people

will not diminish. Their suffering has clearly been terrible, and our governments

stand condemned for having helped the Indonesians cover Lip this groes vioclation

of human rights, to say nothing about the xright of self-determination., In effect

a small nation has been callously and cruelly raped, I 'hsve ‘Just received some

information via a third party - one from an Indonesisn general who insists that

Australian and U.S; diplomatic ang inteXligence officials in Jakarta were informed

of Indonesia's intention to invade East Timor some 2 weeks béfore the.invasion

was launched on 7 December, 1974, Another source is a highly placed official

involved in Indonesian operations in E, Tigor. The latter has admitted that most

reports of atrocities are true and has stated that the death toll.of 100,000

might well be on the ow side, This places the Timor tragedy among the. worst,

relatively speaking, in recent history. It also explains why the:Indonesians

are so reluct.nt to let anyone out. But a few are geéting out and I am hoping to

add substantially to my files on this smbject.

Arnold, I have heard nothing from the New Yomk Review of Books, but
of course I would be happy to write an article about events in Timor. You might
be aware that I have been trying to get to an American University to do some work
on the Timor affair. Thanks to an initiative from Donald Fraser I was invited to
apply for a Woodrow VWilson fellowship, and I should kxm learn the outcome ‘of
my application within 3 or 4 weeks. I have suggested as'my topic the performance
in human rights of the U.S,, Australia, C_nada, the Netherlands and Britain
in the West Irian and Timor affairs. If this comes off, I would be delighted to
speak at Cornell on Timor. As you might know, I worked on Indonesia in the Defence
And ForeSign Affairs Departments for scme years and I am thus well acquainted with
the course of events over the past 20 Years. I also tried the Carnegie Endowment
but there has not been much response from that body. If you have any suggestions
I should be glad to hear about them. If all else fgils, we owe it to the memory
of those tens of thousands of Timorese who have been put to the sword, and to thewe
who continue to suffer,,to place the full ficts of the rape of East Timor before
civiligzed and caring people in the international community, °

By the way, what has become of Donald Fraser and john SaIsburg? To
whom can wer now send information about Indonesia and Timor? Here in Australia
public interest in the Timor situation has diminished., In universities as well
as in government circles, I regret to say that Timor is a subject most shy away
from, because of "the overriding importance of the Indohesian relationship" as
well as a pervasive sense of guilt and shame. I have continued to write and speak
out my situation is an increasingly lonely one, and there have been some efforts
to silence me. But Arnold I cannot gwk turn away from this terrible tragedy, In
recent years.my experience has been ir broader integnational issues - the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe, Western Europe, S.E.Asia, the Indian Ocwan Question, hnt
in & broad international perspective the Timor experience remains no less ugly and
unacceptable than as a particular country study,

Thank you for writing. Let us keep in touch, and hope for the

possibility of an early meeting. Perhaps we should press for an international
conference on East Timor. A British group talked about it, and even went_as far

B8 agking me to attend, but nothing more hapnened. Best wishes Q-



While Western governments have roundly condemned the Viet-
namese invasion of Cambodia (and, repeatedly, human rights vio-
lations in Indochina), they have said scarcely a word about
events in another part of Southeast Asia, where the Indonesian
military regime continues what has been described as one of the
most brutal instances of armed occupation since the Second World
War. Indonesian forces equipped almost exclusively by the United
States invaded the former Portuguese colony of East Timor in late

1975 (see Kohen, The Nation, Nov. 26, 1977), and since then,

amidst reports of massive atrocities, have been attempting to
crush the nationalist movement there. Despite convincing testi-
mony in four hearings through February 1978 before former Rep.
Donald M. Fraser's Subcommittee on International Organizations,
the Carter Administration remains firmly committed to a policy
of averting its eyes and stepping up sales of advanced counter-~
guerilla aircraft to Jakarta. The consequences of this policy
becamé apparent in September 1978, when a party of journalists
and diplomats -- including the U.S. Ambassador to Indonesia --
were brought to East Timor on what reporter Norman Peagam termed
"a carefully organized official visit." One ambassador told the

Hong Kong-based Far Eastern Economic Review (Sept. 29, 1978)

that the children in one Indonesian-run "transit camp" were so
undernourished that "they reminded him of victims of an African
famine." Church relief workers told the same correspondent
that in one East Timor district alone, as many as 500 people a

month have died of starvation. Michael Hodgman, a Member of



Parliament in Australia's ruling conservative coalition later
stated that the Jakarta regime may be guilty of "the greatest
cdver—up in history since the Nazi concentration camps". He
also charged that 30,000 to 40,000 had died of starvation as a
result of Indonesian use of defoliants, which also appear to
have generated the flow of refugees from areas controlled by
East Timor's FRETILIN independence movement.

Although Hodgman's reference to the Third Reich may seem a
bit exaggerated, one of the early advocates of the Bast Timor
invasion, General Yoga Sugama, head of Indonesian equivalents
of both the FBI and CIA, in an interview aired on Dutch TV
(Sept. 23, 1978) compared his position to that of one of the
Nazi leaders. Sugama spoke in English:

What I like to say is this: the position given to me
has never had any precedent in any country, not before.
The only precedent was during Hitler's time and was
given by Himmler -- only with a great difference --
that Himmler is doing it subjectively, because he

has the power to do that and he is a powerful man

who can do anything on earth, responsible to Hitler
himself. While me, I am doing this and like to be
responsible to the parliament and the government.

The Indonesian Parliament, with 61% of its members appointed
by President Suharto, is widely seen as a rubber-stamp body for
the military government.

0il-rich Indonesia has enjoyed a strategic position in the
thinking of a generation of major policymakers, including Presi-
dential National Security Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski, who last

year targeted the Southeast Asian archipelago republic as one

of seven Third World nations with which the United States should



"develop new and: wider relationships" ("Memorandum for Members

of the Cabinet", The Nation, June 24, 1978). Given the ac-

knowledged importance of the Jakarta regime, one is hardly sur-
prised that the Carter Administration has not moved from its
position on East Timor. Instead, over the last year, and even
in the months since the ambassadors' visit to East Timor, ad-
ministration officials have cited Indonesia as one of the nations
which exemplify the effectiveness of the Carter human rights
initiatives. Indonesia's recent domestic record on human rights
and its actions in East Timor therefore require some scrutiny.
Since the military seized power in 1965, Indonesia has
been holding more untried political prisoners than any other
developing country aligned with the United States. Until quite
recently, it appeared that all but a few of those still im-
prisoned from 1965 would remain in detention. But large scale
releases -~ according to reliable reports, close to 10,000 pri-
soners -- began in December 1977. Jakarta claims that another
10,000 were freed in 1978, and that an equal number are scheduled
for release latexr this year. According to the Indonesian govern-
ment, by the end of 1979 all long-term political detainees will
either have been freed or brought to trial. At first glance,
the problem appears to be close to resolution, and indeed, this
is the view of the Carter Administration. In fact, the problem
remains much deeper than Washington's official assessment suggests.
Amnesty International currently puts the number of long~term,

¥1965" political prisoners at 30,000 -~ 20,000 more than the In-

donesian regime acknowledges. Informed observers, Indonesian




human rights advocates and some former prisoners say that a
significant number of detention centers are not officially
designated as such by the ruling military authorities. It has
been charged that many people who were supposedly released years
ago are forced to work as servants of army officers or as laborers
on military-run plantations, with limited freedom of movement,
for little or no pay. Amnesty International has said that, to
its knowledge, no Indonesian political prisoner brought to trial
in connection with the 1965 events has been found innocent --
not great testimony to the impartiality of the courts; Amnesty
has also criticized Jakarta's practice of continuing to bring
political detainees to trial many years after their arrest.

Close to 1,000 prisoners "convicted" over the last thirteen years
are not officially considered political detainees. In addition,
an unknown number of detainees have been sent to "transmigration
centers" in remote areas of the sprawling island nation; the In-
donesian government has called this program "release through
resettlement", but others, notably the London Times, have de-
scribed it as "the tropical eguivalent of Siberia." International
pressure reportedly led to some curtailment of the practice in
1978, but late in the year there were many reports of official
pressure on released prisoners to "volunteer" for resettlement.
It is also uncertain whether all those who were sent to "trans—
migration areas" in years past are now free to leave ~— or that
the practice won't resume in force once the international outcry
has died down. Meanwhile,the Jakarta government continues to

refuse Amnesty International's request for a comprehensive list



of those released and those remaining in prison. The afore-
mentioned General Yoga Sugama said in September 1978 that the
list would not be made available because "That would involve a
lot of work. . . .and it is in fact not at all important.”

The condition of the nearly 10,000 prisoners released in
December 1977, in most cases after more than twelve years of
systematic brutalization (including beatings, forced labor and
lack of proper food and medical facilities), is also worthy of
note: almost all were elderly and suffering from chronic,
disabling diseases. According to Amnesty International, two
criteria used in determining which prisoners were freed were
health and age. A camp official on the notorious prison island
of Buru (which the Jakarta regime now wants to rename "Freedom
Island") told Newsweek: "The government knows that these people
are too old and too tired to indulge in any political adventures
once released in Java." To sort out the more vigorous, ancother
set of criteria has been invoked, in terms reminiscent of psy-
chiatric abuses in the Soviet Union. In a December 1977 inter~
view with the Indonesian newsweekly Tempo, Admiral Sudomo, then
head of KOPKAMTIB (the security command responsible for the pri-
soners), spoke of the categories derived from "psycho-tests" that
are used to determine the "ideological level" of those still in
detention:

We cannot read people's thoughts. By means of psycho~
tests, we can measure their knowledge of ideological
matters and then check this with the report of their
interrogation. From this, we know and determine their
classification. There are two categories: K (keras,

or hard) which is further divided into four groups, and
L {(lunak, or soft) which is further divided into L-0,



L-1 and L-2. Observations are taken every six months.
It is estimated that the results are 60-70% accurate.

Henry Kamm identified a few of the "psycho-~tests" in an April
P

26, 1978 report in the New York Times. They include

an American test, the Edwards Personal Preference
Schedule. Its application to Indonesian prisoners. .

. .was to test the firmness of their convictions and
motivation and their capacity to influence others. .

. .The other test on political attitudes, was de-
signed by Hans Jurgen Eysenck, the British psychologist.
The degree with which Communist sentiments were held
was scored on & scale ranging from "tough-minded" to
"tenderness".

In June 1978, Eysenck dissociated himself from Jakarta's
use of his work. He stated that in any event, his tests are not
designed to measure political attitudes in a non-Western culture.
Admiral Sudomo, for his part, told Kamm that "the 30%" whose test
results put them in the "diehard" communist category would be
released anyway, but placed under "closer supervision". Observers
say, however, that the tests have been used to pick out "recal-
citrant" prisoners who will be kept in detention indefinitely.

The Carter Administration has expressed no opinion on the
Indonesian regime's use of "psycho-tests", but when Vice President
Mondale arrived in Jakarta last May, a week after the Kamm report
was published, official enthusiasm over human rights progress in
Indonesia had not been dampened. Mondale told reporters that
recent Indonesian measures on human rights had received a "very

favorable reaction" in the United States, A May 14, 1978 report

on the Mondale visit by Terrence Smith of the New York Times

offers an interesting glimpse of the Carter human rights policy

at work:



+ « .Jakarta has been seeking authority to purchase a
squadron of A-4 ground attack bombers to augment its
antiquated air force. The request has been held up

on procedural grounds and was flatly opposed by human
rights advocates in the State Department who felt
Jakarta should be compelled to release some of Indo-
nesia's 20,000 political prisoners. Rather than make
a final decision in advance, Mr. Carter asked Mr.
Mondale to take soundings on the ground on both the
plane request and the Suharto government's attitude on
human rights. .

Once there, the Vice President found that the planes
were indeed important to the Indonesians and with a
little gentle prodding they could be induced to accel-
erate the release of the political detainees. Some
hurried phone calls back to Washington and a few

hours later the Vice President was given the discre-
tionary authority to grant the plane request if he felt
adequate progress could be obtained on human rights.
More talks with the Indonesians persuaded him that
this was the case. Shortly before he left, he announced
the plane sale.

There is no mention of East Timor in the Carter-Mondale
human rights equation, nor is there mention of the Suharto regime's
domestic crackdown early last year. In January 1978, security
forces rounded up 600 student leaders who had been vocally op-
posing Suharto's impending re-election as president; elected
student councils were "frozen" and several campuses were subse-
quently occupied by troops, with a reported four students killed
and many wounded. As punishment for reporting the student cam-
paign against massive official corruption, Jakarta's leading
dailies were shut down by the military for two weeks, and were
allowed to resume publication only after they promised that they
would never again criticize the government. Several prominent
elder statesmen who had been critical of Suharto's policies were
designated "unpersons" by the authorities: /their names may not

be mentioned in the press. Days before Mondale's May arrival



in Jakarta, one of Indonesia's leading poets, W.S. Rendra, was
detained without charges. Rendra was freed in late October, but
dozens of students remain imprisoned without trial, and press
controls remain in force.

Some responses to the December 1977 political prisoner re-

leases have been considerably more qualified than the Carter Ad-

ministration's "very favorable reaction." The Loncdon Times, for
example, commented editorially: "It may be wondered whether the

Indonesian Government deserves any credit for these releases in
face of constant criticism from bodies such as Amnesty Interna-
tional and the International Commission of Jurists." Others,
while obviously welcoming the releases, emphasize that Jakarta
deserves no reward for releasing thousands who were broken in
health and detained illegally for so long. Assistant Secretary

of State for Human Rights Patricia M. Derian told the Wall Street

Journal on May 11, 1978 (without specifying the countries con-
cerned): "We aren't the tooth-fairy handing out sugar plums to
kids who put their teeth under the pillow. Why should we pass
out a treat to nations that &EFE8 treat their citizens as they
should?" Derian's comment is particularly apt with regard to
Indonesia. And the "treat" that Mondale presented to Jakarta
(the A-4 aircraft) may well be used against the residents of
East Timor, who in the eyes of the United Nations are not In-
donesian citizens (In December 1978 the U.N. General Assembly,
for the third time, refused to recognize Indonesia's claim to
sovereignty over East Timor), and from all indications do not want

to be. Press accounts of the September ambassadors' visit do



suggest -- rather pointedly -- that the East Timorese have not
been "treated like they should."

Information that has filtered out of East Timor over the
past year provides some perspective on the Washington-Jakarta
A-4 transaction. Although the Indonesian military_ has barred
independent observers (aside from rare, tightly controlled
press tours), Catholic sources charge that as of late 1978, many
villages continued to be subjected to Indonesian terror, inclu-
ding saturation bombing and the destruction of food supplies.

A steady stream of letters from East Timorese Catholic priests
appealing to the "Free World" for help, have spoken in detail of
Jakarta's systematic barbarities against the population (Some of
the letters have been published in Hansard, the record of the
Australian Parliament). The priests have said that FRETILIN

has managed to keep up its resistance, but emphasize that
guerillas captured by the Indonesian forces are summarily executed.
Meanwhile, Jakarta still refuses entry to the International Red
Cross and other independent agencies (all outside relief organ-
izations have been banned from East Timor since the December

1975 invasion), earning the December 1, 1977 criticism of Amnesty
International. And since former Rep. Fraser began hearings in
March 1977 to probe what he called "allegations of genocide"
carried out by the Indonesian armed forces, only a few selected
East Timorese have been allowed to go abroad. The former Bishop
of East Timor, an archconservative figure who retired in late
1977, returned to his native Portugal griefstricken over the un-

relenting horrors of the Indonesian occupation. Catholic sources
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say that the Vatican, in gquiet protest, has thus far refrained
from appointing a successor to his post.

The Carter Administration, in contrast, insisted last July
that it had "no information to substantiate charges of a pattern
of atrocities by Indonesian troops." Since the March 1977 hear-
ings, the administration has also claimed that the East Timor
war is only "a low-level insurgency", but a different conclusion

may be reached in a revealing International Herald Tribune report

from Jakarta (Dec. 5, 1977, entitled "Indonesia Anxious to Replace
Decrepit Arms"). The article gquotes a Western diplomat as saying
that the Jakarta generals "are running out of military inventory.
The operations on Timor have pushed them to the wall." New arms
deals with the United States ~- and nations such as Britain,
France, West Germany and the Netherlands -- take on a grim signifi-
cance, especially when one recalls that in November 1976, Indo-
nesian Cafholic sources reported that already as many as 100,000
East Timorese (out of a population of 650,000) had been massacred
by Indonesian troops. Similar charges have since been voiced by
other non-FRETILIN sources; when one takes into account later
casulaties as well as deaths from war-related starvation and
disease, a harrowing picture emerges.

In early 1978, according to Western press reports, Jakarta
launched an all-out offensive against the FRETILIN resistance.
At the same time, the Carter Administration announced a $125 million
sale of 16 FS5E aircraft to Indonesia, and refused to rule out
the possibility of their use in East Timor. “However, it is the

A-4 deal negotiated in May by Mondale which, according to



11

Michael Klare of the Institute for Policy Studies, may have a
more direct impact on East Timor. Klare notes that the A-4, a
mainstay of the U.S. arsenal during the Indochina war, is parti-
cularly suited for bombing missions against guerillas. The A-4
is also known to spray wide areas with weaponsfire and high ex-
plosives, thereby causing heavy civilian casualties. 1In an
August 15 letter to Rep. Fraser, the State Department claimed
that they had "taken care to satisfy (themselves) that the In-
donesian Government has no intention of using the A-4 aircraft
in Bast Timor." Yet another statement in the same letter under-
mines any confidence one might have in such assurances. Refer-
ring to Jakarta's use of other U.S.-supplied weaponry (notably
the OV-10 Bronco, a counterinsurgency plane that has reportedly
enabled Indonesia to reach into and bomb East Timor's forbidding
mountain areas), the Carter Administration noted that since the
U.S. recognizes Indonesia's claim to East Timor, it does "not
believe that such use is inconsistent with the agreements under
which such equipment was made available to the Indonesians."
Furthermore, the Carter Administration has a history of
withholding |2y information on past U.S. arms policy toward
Jakarta. In response to the March 1977 "allegations of genocide",
the State Department -- in what some have seen as a transparent
attempt to defuse the issue -~ said that the previous administra-
tion had "secretly stopped processing new requests for arms" for
Jakarta during the six month aftermath of the December 1975 in-
vasion of East Timor. The Fraser subcommittee later learned

with surprise that the Indonesian regime had never been informed
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of the "suspensipn"; then, in a February 1978 hearing before the
subcommittee, Cornell University Southeast Asia specialist
Benedict Anderson revealed that the policy had apparently never
gone into effect. He cited a Department of Defense Foreign
Military Sales print-out (uncovered by Max Holland of the
Washington-based Center for International Policy) which listed
four separate new transactions during the period of the "suspen-
sion". Interestingly enough, three of the four transactions in-
volved maintenance and spare parts for the OV-10 Bronco.

When an Australian TV reporter, who was taken on a tour of
sections of East Timor in July 1977, exposed the staged character
of the trip and managed to glean information embarrassing to
Jakarta, no journalists were allowed back until July 1978. But,
as this later visit was restricted to the capital, Dili, it only
raised further questions about the extent of Indonesian military
control. Finally, in a display designed to "achieve world ac-

ceptance" (London Sunday Times, Sept. 3) of its claim to sovereignty,

the Indonesians lea a party of handpicked ambassadors and jour-
nalists through a few East Timor towns in early September 1978.

The children who had reminded one ambassador of "victims of
an African famine" (their village also was beset with tuberculosis,
cholera and the danger of widespread pneumonia) were not unusual.

Far Eastern Economic Review correspondent David Jenkins was told

of 14 similar "transit camps", some of them worse than the one
visited. Jenkins reported that
There is a serious shortage of food, medicine and

clothing, compounded by the problem of "bureaucratic
leakages", the Indonesian euphemism for corruption.
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Given the careful planning of the tour, one is forced to
conclude that the Indonesian military intended that foreign
visitors witness this human misery -~- which Jakarta had done
little to alleviate. Indonesia's response to the urgent need
for humanitarian assistance is instructive, as reported by the

Sydney Morning Herald on September 1ll:

Indonesia is looking for foreign aid for East Timor,
but the Foreign Minister, Professor Kusumaatmadja,
who accompanied the party, indicated the donor coun-
tries must acknowledge Indonesian sovereignty.

In October seventy-six Australian MPs, doubting that relief
assistance would reach the intended recipients, called for impar-
tial distribution of aid through the International Red Cross.
The Indonesian authorities dismissed the request. And Michael
Richardson, Southeast Asia correspondent for Australia's leading
daily, the Melbourne Age, points out that while Jakarta was ap-
pealing for foreign aid -- on its terms, for the victims of its
own aggression -- the military were marketing East Timor's
coffee to help pay for the upkeep of their troops: he reported
on October 14 that according to Singapore shipping sources, in
1978 the Indonesian army was expected to export coffee valued at
$7.5 million (about 60% of prewar production levels}).

Since March 1977 -- and most recently in January 1979 -~
the Carter Administration has asserted that it “"continues to en-
courage" the presence of the International Red Cross in East
Timor. Although the Jakarta regime has thus far not been per-
suaded, in the Administration's view the outlook is not bleak:

on the contraryv, as of January 1979 officials maintain that "The
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Indonesian Government appears to be taking very seriously its
role in providing political stability and improving living con-~
ditions in East Timor." The cynicism of this statement can only
be rivalled by the 1978 State Department human rights report,
which informs us that "most of the human losses in Fast Timor
appear to have occurred prior to Indonesia's intervention" (a
reference to East Timor's brief civil war in August and September
1975 which, according to the International Red Cross and other
agencies, claimed from 1,500 to 3,000 lives). Bernard Gwertzman,
in what was to be the only press comment on this report, noted

in passing (New York Times, Feb. 10, 1978) that the State bepart-

ment report was "gentle on alleged atrocities in East Timor" --
not that this prompted the Times to initiate an investigation.
Three weeks after the September ambassadors' visit, a
disabled yacht drifted into Dili harbor, where its Australian
occupants "heard explosions in the distance", saw "frigates,
patrol boats, barges crammed with Indonesian soldiers, and many
aircréft and helicopters" -- a scene differing markedly from that
afforded by the diplomats' guided tours. The skipper of the

yacht told the Canberra Times (October 20, 1978): "We were left

without doubts that Dili was still a war zone." FRETILIN has
recently suffered some setbacks, including the capture and killing
of their president, Nicolau Lobato, on December 31, 1978. It is
impossible, however, for outside observers to determine precisely
the level of continuing fighting.

Washington and Jakarta seem to have struck a“good bargain

over the political prisoner releases. Jakarta has learned that
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it can trade some of its officially acknowledged priscners (most
of them old and ailing and no threat to the established order)
for a fresh supply of arms. Washington, for its part, has not
only armed a strategic ally but has given the transactions a
veneer of legitimacy through the purported application of human
rights criteria. There are no signs, however, that the Carter
Administration will look too closelys either at the completeness
or the particulars of the releases, recent cases of domestic re-
pression or the ruthless campaign in East Timor. One can pre-
dict rather gloomily that the Carter Administration -- and most
Western governments -~ will in fact brandish Jakarta's prisoner
releases as evidence that human rights violations are a closed

chapter of Indonesian history.



Conagress of the Wniteh States
HBouse of Representatibes
Hashington, .€, 20515

The Honorable Donald McHenry
Ambassador
The United Nations

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

This week the United Nations General Assenbly will
once again consider a resolution rejecting Indonesia's
claim to the annexation of East Timor. The right of a’
Colonial people to determine its own political future is
an internationally accepted principle enshrined in Article 73
of the United.-Nations Charter. It is = principle to which
you have scrupulously adhered during the drawn out negotia-
tions over the future of Namibia. The Indonesian Government
is denying this right to the people of East Timor. The
petition for integration into Indonesiaz which was passed
by the Indonesian-selected East Timor Regional Popular
Assembly in May 1976 has already been rejected three times
by the United Nations General Assembly.

The official United States position on this issue is
that the East Timorese people have been denied their right
to self-determination, but that the country's annexation
by Indonesia is an accomplished fact. It is an accomplished
fact only because the United States Government originally
acquiesced to the invasion and has since supplied most of
the armaments needed to extend the military occupation. This
policy contradicts the principles on which the United States
and the United Nations were founded, N

During the past four years of warfare the people of
East Timor have been decimated because they oppose annexation.
A U.S. AID mission which recently visited the island lent
credence to reports .that between 150,000 and 250,000 people
have already died, and the lives of another 200,000 seriously
threatened by starvation and disease. Recent reports indicate
that armed resistance to Indonesia's annexation continues.

We urge you to support the resolution on East Timor
currently before the United Nations in order to make clear
to the Indonesian Government that the United States
supports the right of the people of East Timor to determine
their own future. -

Sincerely,
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Dear Colleague:

Within the next several weeks, the United Nations will
consider a resolution rejecting Indonesia's claim to the
annexation of East Timor.

Though the United States' official position is that
the East Timorese people have been denied their right to
self-determination, our Ambassador to the United Nations
has consistently opposed the resolution condemning Indonesia's
brutal annexation of East Timor, a former Portugese colony.

Today, four years after the original Indonesian invasion,
the people of East Timor have been nearly wiped out.
Thousands have died as a result of ongoing resistance to
the Indonesian military operations in the area, and thousands
more have died from disease and starvation. At this time,.
approximately 250,000 sick and starving East Timorese
have streamed down from the mountains, where they fled to
escape the fighting, and are living in sgualid refugee camps.

It is clear that this humanitarian crisis stems from
the internationally condemned and savage annexation of
East Timor by Indonesia.

Enclosed is a letter to Ambassador McHenry, urging
him to support the upcoming resolution affirming the
right of the East Timorese people to determine their
own future. Will you please join me in sending this message
to our Ambassador? o

If you would like to sign the letter, please contact
Holly in my office, at 5-3806.

Sincerely,

Tom Harkin -
Member of Congress

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS



Congress of the Wnited States
THouse of Representatives
@Hashington, B.EC. 20515

October 22, 1978

The Honorable Cyrus Vance + ']LD

Secretary of State ¢ 53,';

Department of State
Washington, DC Cl’\’:S .'Lophe{'

¢/
Dear Mr. Secretary: s cf%f” po!
y /F—_;D D c/—fa/bf”‘ée'
We wish to take this opportunity to express our great
concern for the condition of refugees in East Timor. It
is our understanding that there are as many as 250,000
sick and starving East Timorese in camps located in Indonesian-
controlled areas, 60,000 of whom are in critical condition.
There have been numerous reports that more than 100,000
people have died- during the past four years of warfare.

De/.'en

f3ennd/

Knowing that the United States has recently made
a commitment in emergency aid to the International Red Cross
and the Catholic Relief Service, we would urge you to monitor
closely the administration of the relief programs and the
distribution of food. As you know, there have been problems
in the past with the corruption of international aid to
Indonesia, and there have been constant repdrts that inter-
national assistance earmarked for East Timor has been
diverted for profit by the Indonesian armed forces and
other officials. Because of the desperate human need in
East Timor, we hope that there will be sufficient numbers of.
international observers to administer the aid programs
and oversee the distribution of food and medicine.

It is our understanding that the East Timorese refugees
have come from mountain areas where they traditionally
reside to escape Indonesian military operations and the
widespread starvation which is directly related to this
war effort. We are concerned about the long-term implications
of the current refugee situvation. Are the East Timorese
being permanently relocated in the refugee camps? Will they
be allowed to return to their indigenous villages? We
expect that the US Department of State will seek answers
to these questions from the Indonesian Government, and we
would like a report on the question of Timorese resettlement.

While we strongly support continued, generous aid to
the East Timorese, it is clear that the humanitarian crisis



The ilionocrabls Crrus Vance
Page 2
October 22, 1979

in this area stems from the internationally condemned and
brutal annexation of East Timor by Indonesia. The United
States must continue to aid the victims, but until the East ¢
Timorese themselves are allowed to determine their own
political future; resistence, fighting, starvation and death
will continue to be their tragic fate.

We respectfully reguest your consideration of these
questions and concerns, and look forward to hearing from
you on this important matter.

Sincerely,

Tom Harkin
Member of Congress
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Mr.Chairman and Members of the Bureau, G

This is the first time that the "UDF¥", Timorese Demo
cratic Union, has the honour, represented by one of its members
t0 the IV Committee of the United Nations Organization, to address
this Committee on the question of East Timor.

I would like to thank you for the opportunity that is
given to me,as a member of the Timorese Democratic Union (@DTW);
first, to furnish concrete informations to this Committee about
the actual situation of East Timor, based on letters and documents
which were brought to us by differsent sources; second, to make
known to this Committee our aspirations. which are also the aspira
tions of the Timorese people; third, and finally to appeal to the
United Nations for the preservation of the rights of the small
countries since they do not have the possibility to defend them-
salves. In reality, the simple fact of listening to all represen-
tatives of the Timorese people, namely, the WDU, shows the sincere
will of this Committee and of the United Nations to contribute for
a fair solution, as much as possible, of one question which has
been dragged along since 1975, We believe that the United Nations
can contribute, in a decisive way, to make the legality become a
reality again in East Timor. Until this happens, the situation in
East Timor is and will be a "juridical gap".

I would like to introduce myself before continuing,
I was an eyewitness, taking part in all the events, military as
political, since August, 1975 until July, 1976. I was forced to
join various and successive political organizations which were
created despite ours and the refugees will, to justify lately the
military Indonesian intervention in East Timor as an action request
ed by the Timorese people and legitimized by their leaders.
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At the same time, I participated actively in a Joint Secretariag,
constituted by some political leaders of OD¥, (Democratic

timorese Union), of PDTA, (People®s Democratic Timorese Association)
of KOTA, (Monarchist Party), and of Labor Party,cooperating to
labor together the document known as the Document of the 31 items,
This agreement, although it was accepted by Indonesia, was

never performed or put into practice by the Indonesian Government.

On November, 1975, I was invited to lead one delegation
of 9D¥ and PDTA to the Westernm, namely, Netherlands, Belgium,
Germany, France and Italy.

When I went back from Europe, on December 27, 1975,
there was already in Dili a provisional government pro-Indonesia.

The taking. of Dili was considered "a military victory"
and not a "help of voluntary Indonesians to their Timorese brothers"
as the Indonesian government made the worla pelieve, So, the
consequences of the military victory over Dili were obvious.

Also, the Timorese refugees in Atambua, Indonesia, were strongly
affected. The Indonesian social assistance was taken away from them,
because they did not accept the political integration, For tnat
reason, I was given Credentials py the provisionai government or
Dili as their "delegate"” to the military authorities and local
civilians to protect the Timorese refugees®' interests.

We could not avoid all kinds of pressures and revenges
against the refugees.

It was at that time that I refused to cooperate with the
provisional government and I was chosen by the refugees as a
member of a refugees' committee which was created by their own
iniciative to send a S5.0.S. to the internmational humanitarian
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organization, including the International Red Cross,

We fought against everything and everyone for our
survival and for our evacuation to Portugal. The Netherlands
Embassy, which represents the Portuguese interests in Indonesia,
knowg very well how difficult it was to execute our evacuation.

Mr. Chairman,

this is a small summary of what happeneua in East Timor
behind the political scene since 1975-1976, that is, before and
during the Indonesian military Iintervention in the island, The rest
of it,is already common knowledge.

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Bureau, the question of East Timor
is not yet solved. It is still pending, because the United Nations
consecutive resolutions were not accepted by Indonesia, and, the
people of East Timor continme repudiating the integration into
Indonesia, dying and resisting bravely in the mountains of Timor,

Indonesia has tried to convince the world that the
process of decolonization of East Timor has already taken place
on July 17, 1976, in accordance with the spirit of the Latter of
the United Nations, 1514 (XV), and, with the resolution of the
General Assembly, 1541 (XV).

Regarding that Popular Assembly which proclaimed the
integration of Timor into Indonesia, as iss 27th State, on July
17, 1976, we would like to ask only two questicns:-how did they
choose the representatives of the People to that Popular Assembly?
-in which psychological context aid such a Fopular Assembly take
place?

We are not going to answer these questions. The ones

-7+ =2l B -
who took active part in the safa Popular Assembly will furnish
the answers. We received a letter that was brought to Djakarta
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by a friendly officer of the Indonesian Army. The letter was
written by one of those who joined a forced recruitment ot the
people to the Popular Assembly. The author of the letter holds
nowadays a high position in the government of East Timor. We
quoted him 1itefally: "As8 a result of the international pressure,
+he Indonesians or Javaneses thought about forming the so called
»Darwan Perwakilan Rakyat" (People's Representative Assembly).
You would never imagine it! A puppetryj The visit of the Minister
of the Intermal Administration, Mr. Amir Mohamud, was eminent,
There was not capable persomnel to hold all those positions,
Everything had to be done in a hurry.because the Minister, lir.
Amir Mohammud, had to invest the new members of the Popular
Assembly and also because they were afraid of the international
newsmen, So,what did they do? They picked up any available individual
and with some capacity. The "auggottas" DTRfa the members of such
a Popular Assembly, were not elected by the people. They were
) picked up as a staghunt. I, myself, following orders of Bufati,
from Dili, also provided some., It was that Assembly, which was
set up in a hurry, the one that introduced the integration®s
request. Generally, the important speechs are made by the Political
Police which is called Intel or Bakian (Badan Administrasi
Koordinator Intel)., I consider the formation of the DPR, on May 30,
illegal , because its members were not electea by the people but
chosen in a hurry."”

The author of this letter, at a certain point, asks:
- How is it possible to* a democratic alectionytake place in a
complete situation of war?
The population, at that time, was sheltered at the mountains..,.
By the way the warriors were at a distance of either one or two
kilometers from Dili. At that time, 90% of the territory was yet
under the resistance forces.
Even the small towns occupied by the invaders were not safe and it
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was normal for a small occupiea town to be retaken ,from one day
to the next one by the Timoreses. Therefore, to speak about a
democratic election during an open war is pure and plainly an
absurd,To speak about the proclamation of the integration of East
Timor into the Republic of Indonesia as of July 17, 1976, is a
puppetry, because even the most ingenous of the human beings would
not believe it. As you are in Europe, you do not know what is
happening in our country and in Indonesia.., Do not believe the
integration of East Timor into Indonesia because some leaders of
UDT, KOT'A and Labor Party who signed the documents, signed them
because they were in fear of being killed,

Even many of TDTA members are revolted and waant to go
to australia or Portugal (letter dated May 10, 1979).

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Bureau,

this letter is sufficiently clear to be commented.
. The reasoning that the people of East Timor is small and poor,
so they would not have any possibility of survival as an indepen-
dent country, it is unfounded and is against the principle of the
liberty of the Nations. In reality, it has to be reminded that,
on 1967, with regard to the exiguity of the territory of East
¢imor, the Third Commission of the Special Committee, which took
the task upon the occupied insular Caribean, enfatized that the
Declaration of the United Nations about the concession of indepen-
dance to the colonial countries and nations applied to all dependant
territories, whatever its size, population or other factors. The
same Subcommission also recognized that the small territories had
presented "specific problems” but underlined categorically that
the people of the small countries were the only ones called to
express, in full liberty, their opinion about the way they wanted
to adopt to achieve the objectives of the resolution 1514(XV).
On the other hand, the Second Subcommission , which took the task
upon the Pacific Qcean Islands, on its report about the Cook, NiHe
and Tokolau Islands, anounced the statement that concerning the
question of size, isolation and limited resources should not delay
in any event the application of that resolution on the territories
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(XIX). It also underlined the importance of increasing the assis-
tance for the development and for the educaticnal progress.as an
important source to improve the economic potential of those -
territories and the capacity of the inhabitants to exercise their
indefeasible rights to self-determination. Furthermore, there are
other countries even smaller and poorer than East Timor in the

world.,

The Javanese authorities use, in the internal politics,
to convince the people, the reasoning that East Timor constitutes
an integral part of Indonesia,because they belong to the same race.

In fact, nothing is more unbalanced than the Indonesian
empire in all respects: geographic, cultural, anthropological,
and historical, Which cultural and anthropological afinity does
exist between either Irian Jaya and Java or Timor and Java? the -
people of East Timor do not feel integrated and identified with
Indonesia, For this reason the struggle goes on, even though the
authorities have denied such fact. The author of the letter we
mentioned, continues on his report: "The war goes on. Two
helicopters take out every morning to Dili, to carry the corpses
of the Javaneses killed in combat. Everyone grieve for peace and
the withdrawn of Indonesians from East Timor. The people want
Portugal to come back to decolonize East Timor and to give them
their independance. Last March,a battallion was sent to Dili
to pick up individuals to be shot to death. Many of them had
already disapeared. They pick them up during the night and in
cars without license plates., The situation is serious. Not satisfied
with violating the Rights of the Peopie, the Indonesian soldiers
are openly on a phase of violation of the Human Hights".

Many letters and informations that we received, either
through or directly from the militaryIndonesian officers, told us
about situations truly dramatic.I am not going to show them all
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because it would take too much time to do it. I will make some |
references to give you an idea of what is happening nowadays “in
East Timor,

Therefore, a letter dated October 7, 1979, from Dili,
says distressed: "time passes rapiditly ... we are waiting for the
day of liberty. Do you know what it means to spend your life
between fire and sword, covered with blood and tears ? Pay attention
4o the following... the writenin red"... means the total destruction.
Because that "writing in red " started élready on warch 1, 1979,
and until now it continues. Cur Timorese leaders do not believe it
because they are kept away from the reality and from us®, Listen vo
this voica and to others because they know what they are speaking
about?

Another letter from Dili. September i?. 1979, "Four years
are passed and our people continue to dle by Several rorms: Dy
weapons, sSiao, catan, llinesses, anu, Ttoe wors. enenmy, what late-
Ly apeared,is the hunger. Then, these are the weapons that the
ldnonesian master is using at the present moment., The war is still
on,

If a foreign delegation appears, all war material is hidden,
If that delegation walks on the streets, the military vehicles are
not around as well as the soldiers. If, by accident, they visit the
hospitals, the wounded persons from the war, are hidden-.

Once again a letter from Dili, dated August 20, 1979,
regreting the fate of the one who is obliged to live as a foreigner
in his ouw land. The International Red Cross was here, on April 18,
1979, to identify the persons who wanted to leave. The persons who
had already applied are now suffering,because the Javaneses consider
them as foreinzners. The worst suffering is when the conqueror
considers as foreign the landowners , Here, only the ones who
enlisted themselves as Indonesian citizens have rights to every-
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thing, The land of Timor is soaked with the people's blood. The
Timor of the XX Century is like this, The ones who keep the' Portu-
guese citizenship lost all their rights-".

Another letter of September 10 reports the following:HOn
the forthcoming of the International Red Cross, in less than 2 days
- more than 17.000 persons were enrolled, only in Dili, The public
servants who enrolled and appeared in the application list, have
already lost their rights since August 1lst. Sincerely, I appeal to
you to worry about us, because we are in deep water". And finally, he
remarks that the warfare continues., I think that those letters, omiti
on purpose, a really dramatic series of events, which shows us a mort:
hatred against the invader, are enough to elucidate the war atmosphe:
which is glowing and concealed in Timor,

How many persons had already died in Timor? The letiers
forthcoming from Timor estimate in almost half of the population.
Besides those letters, we have with us a copy of the census made by
the regional territorial Assistance for the Defense and Security of
the State of East Timor,

The computation of the inhabitants of East Timor, on 1974,
one year before the war broke out, was as follows:

Catholics 220,314 Persons
Protestants 2.550 -
Confucionists : 5.660 "
Muslims - 135" *
Animists . 460,312 -
Total 688.771 =

Four years later, the Regional lerritorial Assistance for the Defense
and Security of the State of East Timor, registers the —umber of
inhabitants of East Timor, during October, 1978, after the war has
been dragged for three years, as follows:
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Catholics 255.417 Persons
Protestants 4,354
Confucionists (there are no figures)
Muslims 661
Animists 68.839

Total 329.271

Is it so drastic? Wwhere are the remaining 359.500 dersons?
1f we believe this repport, how many inhabitants will still be in Timor
within 3 or 4 years?
&
Mr. Chairman and members of the Bureau,

The war in Timor has already lasted for 4 years and it will
not be over so soon, Why such a long resistance? Why a so small natic
with only 650.000 souls, contrived and still contrives to face 2 SO
numerous nation , with 130 millions of inhabitants?

Why and how the Island of Timor, despite the total isolatic
from the rest of the world and dimidiate in two, one of them belongir
to Indonesia, without any possibility or receiving external help,
could and still can oppose an army S0 sStrong and numerous as the
Indonesian? Why? Because it is another historical battle. It is an
heroic, nationalistic and national battle, It is heroic, because it
fights against everything and everyone: against its,own geographic
position, because it is an island withoui communication with the
external world, against it are all countries which knowing that it
is suffering, do not speak out. It is national, because it is the whole
nation that resists in a boedy, either with waapons or refusing to
support the Indonesians or to colaborate with them in the internal
administration, Armed andpsychological battle.The battle is national!
tic,because Wd do not fight for an ideclogy. The people of Timor
fight for their liberty;, demanding their right to self-determination
and to independence to death. This right is inalienable, It 1s sacre«

The way i3 still on. Our affirmetion is based alsc on the fact that till
now the Indcnmesian Government does not yet allow ihe foreign independent
press 1o visit East Timor. And also, the Indonesian government does not
grant exit permits to those our cowntry men, who want to join their familles
aboard. Such as, children, wife or husbands who are still in East Timor,
aven those who already had tickets in their hands.
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Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates:

In preparing this statement I began by asking myself what, if anything, I could
contribute to these proceedings which might be of unique value. And I recollected,
all too sharply, an uneasiness I felt nearly three years ago when I sat here in the
visitors' gallery, and listened to the discussions on East Timor. You are all
fluent in the rhetorical forms that convention requires for such discourse, and you
may f£ind my uneasiness naive when I tell you its source. It was simply this: when
I tried to picture an East Timorese assisting at those discussions, one of those
mountain farmers whom I had learned to know and respect, I could not think what he
would have made of them. I tried to translate the debate into a Timorese language,
and I could not imagine my friend finding it anything but remote; and not out of
“simplicity", for these are not "simple" people, these people whose rights and
future are now at issue. On the contrary, it is in contrast to the depth, com-
plexity, and vitality of their culturxe that the rhetoric of debate would have seemead
dry and distant.

You see, I looked for the East Timorese amidst the accusations and the counter-
accusations, the allegations and the denials, the talk of communists, fascists,
aggression, terrorism; I looked for them, and I could not find them. Today, I want
to bring the East Timorese closer to you by articulating one of their conceptions
of political reality. I am well aware of the arrogance implicit in such a project,
but I am an anthropologist and my profession is in many ways an arrogant one. For
I deal, or claim to deal, in the translation of culture, and my work is premised
on the daring conviction that the members of different cultures can engage in
communication and come to understand one another. Thus we have much in common, we
anthropologists and you of the United Nations, and I thank you for granting me this
opportunity to address you. For me to address you on the behalf of the East
Timorese would be inappropriate, as I am not their designated spokesperson, and
even the arrogance of an anthropologist has its limits. But I shall endeavor to
speak in their conceptual language, and so make accessible to you their highly
original and often profound outlook on the world.

Let me first describe the nature of my contact with East Timor. From October
1972 through November 1974 I conducted research for my doctoral dissertation (sub-
mitted to the Department of Anthropology, Harvard University, June, 1977} on what
was then the overseas province of Portuguese Timor. For most of that time I was
located in the administrative district (concelho) of Rileu, some 25 miles south of
the coastal capital of Dili. The districts of Aileu, Ermera, Ainaro and Same

comprise the territory of an ethnic group known as the Mambai. The Mambai number



2-

over 80,000, speak an Austronesian lanquage (also known as Mambai)}, and eke out a
subsistence existence based on swidden agriculture and animal husbandry amidst the
mountains and high valleys of the rugged Timorese interior.

Duxing my stay with the Mambai I became fluent in their language and conversant
with their ways of life. I also attained an adequate command of the closely related
Tetun language which serves as a lingua franca throughout the province. I have
travelled widely in East Timor, and I am familiar with the ethnographic literature
on the various peoples of the Lesser Sunda chain to which Timor belongs. So much
for credentials. I should stress, however, that my claims to direct and privileged
knowledge concerning East Timor end in 1974, prior to the events of immediate con-
cern in these discussions.

When I left East Timor the three political associations, UDT, APODETI, and
FRETILIN, had formed in Dili and were beginning to extend their operations into the
mountains. At that time, the mass of the population had not aligned themselves or
affiliated with any one political association, but it was my impression that, of
the three, FRETILIN was the most likely eventually to achieve wide popular support.
This impression wags founded on my general knowledge of East Timor and my contacts
with FRETILIN leaders. Underlying the FRETILIN political ideology and tactics is
a concept of political development as a process of interaction between the predom-
inantly Western educated leadership and the indigencus cultures. Such interaction
is more easily advocated than realized, yet the overall orientation of FRETILIN
activity seemed to me most consonant with the real conditions for East Timorese
nationalism.

Had the Portuguese remained on East Timor and supervised the decolonization
process (as FRETILIN urgently and repeatedly requested them to do), I would have
predicted a FRETILIN political victory. Furthermore, in the power vacuum created
by the withdrawal of the colonial government to Atauro, I believe that FRETILIN
popularity must have heen greatly enhanced. But this is opinion, albeit an informed
one. It is a hypothesis based on my reading of the same materials available to you:
the reports of the UDT coup and the swift, successful retaliation mounted by
FRETILIN; the interlude when FRETILIN administered the territory as caretakers for
the Portuguese government on Atauro; the politically motivated declaration of
independence on November 28, 1975; the Indonesian occupation initiated on December
7, 1975 which forced FRETILIN into the mountains; and the persistent, deeply dis-
tressing reports of atrocities committed by the Indonesian armed forces against the
civilian population in efforts to eliminate FRETILIN resistance.

I leave it to other speakers to analyse and interpret these events, although

my own views necessarily inform this statement. But I shall return to the East



Timor that I knew, and to a moment when the future, although uncertain, still .
seemed to be subject to the strictures of a traditional past, a moment when the
collective knowledge of a largely illiterate mountain people seemed relevant to
the decisions which lay ahead. _

For the East Timorese knew that there were decisions to be made. The overthrow
of the Caetanc government in April of 1974 sent a shock throughout the province.

I was in the mountains at the time, engaged in the ceremonial reconstruction of a
clan temple, and we paused in our activities to take stock of the new situation.
Thus long before the first UDT and FRETILIN spokesmen made their ways into the
interior, the Mambai had plunged into a concerned and continuous debate. The

idioms were different in the mountains where such terms as "colonialism”, "decoloni-
zation", “independence®, "self determination" were not part of everyday language.
The language in which Mambai discussed their future was drawn from mythology rather
than from Western political and legal traditions; and their discourse, which
wandered freely between political and cosmological concerns, was premised on
fundamental concepts of rule, hierarchy, and order.

Mambai attention focused on the possibility of a Portuguese withdrawal. For
them this was no simple matter, “this matter", as one old man put it, "of our
younger brothers going away.” On East Timor Portuguese colonial rule is the
ocbject of mythological representations, and in its potential termination Mambai
saw a challenge to an established order of things. This order, which encompasses
far more than colonial rule, is encoded in a narrative tradition referred to as
the "walk of the flag" (bandeira ni lolain); the flag is the Portuguese flag, and
the stages of its "walk" constitute the mythological foundations of an entire

sociopolitical system.

According to the foundation myth, the Portuguese are the younger brothers of
the Timorese. They too were born on the sacred mountain of origins at the centex
of Timor, but they vanished over the “water and sea" (¢ra nor taisa), taking with
them the several insignia of sovereignty. Their elder brothers remained behind in
the “wide and broad" (mlua nor beka) land of Timor where they established their
realms and performed their appointed ritual functions. But even as the people in-

creased and thrived under the aegis of an ancient, cosmic law, the jural order of

society foundered:

Women and men do not tremble before one another Hina nor maena ba rih ro

Do not fear one another Ba tmau ro
They stab one another RO sa xo
And they slay one another Ro tar ro.

Thus the Timorese ancestors traversed the water and the sea, and reached the land
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of Portugal. There they paid homage to their younger brothers, and beseeched them
to restore the flag to its original homeland, and establish a “heavy rule // weighty
ban” (uku rihun // badu dmedan). This the Portuguese agreed to do. They sailed

into the harbor of Dili where all the peoples of Timor, the "children of the east,

west, north and south", were gathered to welcome them. This event inaugurated a new
regime in which the Portuguese took their place as the defenders of jural order,
while the Timorese retained their ancient ritual function of maintaining cosmologi-
cal balance.,

Traditions of this type are widespread in East Timox, where Portuguese rule was
historically established and legitimated through its integration into traditional
structures of exchange. 1In the early stages of the colonial occupation, the Portu-
quese contracted alliances with local rulers, granting military titles and insignia
of office in exchange for commercial and military cooperation. During the

"pacification” campaigns conducted in the early twentieth century, these alliances
were extended and rdigidified as the Portuguese incorporated the interior kingdoms
into a system of indirect rule. This rule was sustained economically and political-
ly by indigenous systems of tribute which the colonial administration effectively
appropriated. The subseguent abolition of the tribute systems and substitution of
a cash head—tﬁx tightened Portuguese control over the territory, but at the same
time confounded the traditional political orders, and, at least in some areas,
severly undermined the legitimacy of Portuguese rule.

Due to a complex of historical, political, and cultural factors which I have
analysed elsewhere, the Mambai preserved a strong sense of Portuguese legitimacy
even after the abolition of the tribute system. To them presant~day colonial xule
was the trace of an ideal, mythical order; as such, its existence was more signifi-
cant than were the actual abuses of the system, of which the Mambai were by no means
unaware. d

In 1974 this mythological model of order provided the basis for Mambai political
discourse. As one might expect, the Mambai were by no means delighted with the
prospect of "decolonization”, or the lowering of the colonial flag, to use their
idiom. However, they had swiftly and astutely perceived the inevitability of a
major change in their political situation, and for this too mythology offered a
model. The "walk of the flag" deals with the interlinked problems of legitimacy
and succession; it tells how a new system of rule was instituted with the consent
of the people. Thus in myth, the legitimacy of Portuguese rule derives from a
mutual agreement made by Europeans and Timorese in the interest of society as a

whole - and beyond that, in the interest of the encompassing cosmos. In Mambai
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conceptions, political processes both reflect and influence cosmological processes.
Perhaps some of you here today are familiar with such orientations to the world,
for they have a long and venerable history, and have provided the ideological
foundations of many a great and powerful state. I know no better way of communica-
ting the gravity with which Mambai view political issues than by reference to the
relation between polity and cosmos. Where political events are invested with
cosmological resonances, they are not taken lightly. Furthermore, the mode of
resolving political issues is deemed as important as the actual resolution.

Although the Mambai had not arrived at a preferred alternative to colonial rule
by the time of my departure, they had envisioned the process of decision making,
and their vision merits our attention. The Portuguese, as the Mambai perceived
them, had grown old and weary, and would have to "surrender the rule" (sra ukun) to
younger and fleeter heirs; similar events had occurred in the past, as when the
Timorese ancestors turned over control of Timor to their young Portuguese brethren.
Now as then succession would entail a collective decision. To this end Mambai
called for a series of reunions and a period of careful deliberation in which the
Portuguese and all the peoples of the land might gather together, express their
views, and arrive at a consensual solution. Indeed, what the Mambai espoused was
a process of self-determination, but informed by a deep sense of an orderly,
reasoned political process as esgsential to cosmological well-being.

What message do these mythological models have for you of the United Nations
in your deliberations concerning East Timor? Pirst of all, they suggest an ability
and a willingness to engage in collective decision-making, both of which were amply
demonstrated in the months prior to the Indonesian occupation. As I read the events
of those months, the peoples of East Timor drew upon their own cultural traditions
and actively participated with the FRETILIN leadership in the complex process of
formulating political positions. Allow me to quote one of my colleagues, Professor
Shepard Forman, who spent fifteen months, from August 1973 to Octobexr 1974, with
the Makassae of East Timor. In his statement to the Committee on International
Relations, June 28, 1977, Professor Forman expresses his belief that "the people of
East Timor are perfectly capable, provided the opportunity, of articulating
decisively their political choices.” I share this belief.

Professor Forman's confidence in the East Timorese grew out of his research
into Makassae political history and his observation of a local act of self-deter-
mination in which over 475 Makassae household heads participated in an election
resulting in the administrative autonomy of four villages. My similar evaluation
of East Timorese capacities is inspired by the careful, deliberate, reflective
manner in which Mambai sought to apply the mythically articulated political



principles of consensus, consent, and legitimacy.
In closing, however, I wish to make a somewhat different point concerning the
Indonesian claim to sovereignty over East Timor. I would not dispute this claim on

the basis of cultural grounds abstracted from their historical context. As an

anthropologist I am well aware of the pervasive family resemblances between the
cultures of East Timor and those contained within the Republic of Indonesia.
However, contemporary East Timor is in significant respects the product of a
colonial history which, for better or for worse, has cumulatively differentiated
the eastern half of the island from the rest of the archipelago. The colonially
imposed division of the outer arc of the Lesser Sundas between two competing
spheres of interest, Dutch and Portuguese, is a fundamental historical fact which
must inform the demarcation of post-colonial boundaries.

The movement toward nationalism in East Timor today represents a stage in what

I refer to as the historical construction of culture. By this I mean that East

Timorese cultures are, in significant respects, the product of their historical
interaction with Portuguese colonial policies. As a peripheral territory which,
apart from the short-lived Portuguese involvement in the sandalwood trade, was xun
at an economic loss, the province of Portuguese Timor was spared the massive inter-
vention characteristic of colonial policies in areas more central to economic
interests. Nonetheless, over the past three centuries Portuguese administrative
and economic policies have interacted with and influenced the indigenous cultures
of East Timor, generating a distinctive situation which contrasts markedly even
with that on the western half of the island.

The point is that however messy it may make our maps, history has severed East
Timox from the other territories now comprising the Republic of Indconesia. One can
point to objective differences in demographic, ecological, economic, social and
political conditions. But what is perhaps even more significant is that the people
of East Timor do not perceive their own interests as coincident with those of their
powerful neighbor. For the East Timorese live with a sense of history, and the
myth I have introduced into these proceedings is but one expression of the way in
which their cultural identities have bheen constituted in the course of a specific
historical interaction with a particular European presence.

This brings us to the other side of the question, the cultural construction of

history, or the ways in which the members of a determinate culture create their
historical reality by investing the past with meaning. Such creation is a cul-
tural activity, and the Mambai mythology of colonial rule gives us access to the

processes involved. The Mambai mode of construction would probably find as little
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favor with nationalists as with the Indonesians, inasmuch as it serves to 1egi£imate
a particular colonial relationship. Indeed, the widespread East Timorese respect
for Portuguese rule, concretely evinced in religious attitudes toward the colonial
flag, is all too often condemned as a “product of colonialism" or an instance of
"colonial indoctrination". In so doing, however, one loses sight of the signifi-
cance of cultural traditions, and reduces the members of these cultures to a passive
role of responding to colonial stimulij.

But the Mambai did not passively submit to the European presence. Rather, they
actively and creatively appropriated the political fact of colonial rule, harness-
ing it to their own cultural traditions, and generating or re-generating their
sense of cultural identity out of a mythically articulated relationship to the
Portuquese. It is this dynamic character of culture as it confronts and utilizes a
new phenomenon that I have in mind when I speak of the cultural construction of
history. And my point is that, today, the culturally interpreted colonial exper-
ience is a part of East Timorese reality.

This creativity of culture raises another issue. Inasmuch as mythologies are
dynamic structures sensitive to changing conditions of existence, it is not impos-
sible that if the Indonesian occupation of Fast Timor should become routinized, new
models might someday be generated to legitimate this new system of foreign rule.
For if the Indonesians of today are foreigners in East Timorese perceptions, so too
were the early Portuguese colonizers. The latter had to be made into kinsmen, just
as their flag had to be made sacred.

Nevertheless, given the dramatic circumsténces of East Timor's "integration"
into the Republic of Indonesia, ideological resolutions of the kind reached during
the Portuguese regime become increasingly unlikely. Despite the superficial
similarities to the old colonial situation, the conditions for the imposition of a
foreign power are fundamentally different today from those which obtained in the
past. The critical factor in the contemporary situation is that when the Indone-
sians intervened in East Timorese affairs, a national identity was in the process
of formation. Precisely how advanced this process was, I cannot say, but that it
had been initiated by 1974 and was intensified under the FRETILIN leadership are
indisputable facts. Thus the East Timorese were decisively engaged in a new form of
collective political activity which generated a heightened sense of their unity as
a people. It is this activity and consciousness which irreversibly differentiates
the Indonesian intervention from the earlier colonial intervention. Under
Portuguese rule, individual and to some degree isolated populations were able to
come to terms with a foreign presence which, moreover, did not resort to large

scale military operations until relatively late in the occupation. Today, however,
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the political climate is producing a polarization of the Indonesians with their
supporters, and the forces of resistance coalescing arcund FRETILIN. In such a
situation conflict is inevitable.

What I fear is that in the escalating crisis, the very survival of the indigen-
our cultures is seriously threatened. You will hear evidence concerning the present
th;eat to their physical survival, and you must evaluate it for yourselves. My
point, however, is that the invasion and resistance, whatever the success of one or
the other, will end in the annihilation of East Timorese culture which might have
encountered the Indonesians on entirely different terms.

For, the final tragedy of the situation is that, prior to the occupation, the
peoples of East Timor were not hostile to their Indonesian neighbors, but rather
curious and eager to know them better. Unlike other parts of Southeast Asia, in
the outer arc of the Lesser Sundas there was no question of deep-seated antagonisms
between the indigenous populations, no burning history of invasion and conquest.

To be sure, it is an area of cultural diversity. But diversity can be the condition
for genuine cultural exchange, and this might have been realized by now had the
Indonesians not perceived an independent East Timor as a political threat. Today,
both the Indonesians and the Cast Timorese are entangled in the consequences of
that perception. I myself believe it to be a false one, for I am convincad that an
independent East Timor and the Republic of Indonesia could co-exist in peace.

The reality of the situation in the outer arc of the Lesser Sundas is that on
the eastern half of the easternmost island a people emerged from a specific and
unique colonial experience. In what by now is a familiar if paradoxical pattern,
the colonial period had generated boundaries between this people and their closely
related neighbors, while simultaneously laying the foundations for a new national
unity. Thus what draws the East Timorese together and separates them from their
neighbors is the colonial past.

Today the choice is between repeating the colonial past in a different and far
more destructive form, or acknowledging the rights of the East Timorese people to
determine their own future free from foreign interference. I call upon both the
United Nations and the Republic of Indonesia to pursue this latter course. It is
my firm belief that such a course serves the mutual interests of the Indonesian and

the Fast Timorese peoples.
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To the Editor:

In your Qctober 31 issue the Reuters article which reports om the
famine in East Timor contains an odd twist. The article attributes the
current crigis to indigenous resistance against Indonesian aggression,
but not to the aggression itself. The significance of the Indomesian
intervention is muted throughout, while the language of the article
works to legitimate Indonesia's integration of "Loro Sae", as East
Timor is referred to in the article. This reference, together with the
dateline '"Dili, Indonesia" (my emphasis) and the simple, declarative
statement that '"Loro Sae...became Indonesia's 27th province in July
1976 after its occupation by Indonesian forces", effectively mask an
extraordinarily complex political situation. Surely The Times is not
unaware that the United Nations have repeatedly 'deplored" the Indo-
nesian occupation and have called upon the Government of Indonesia to
withdraw its forces; that the Portuguese Government continues to re-
gard itself as the legitimate administering power; that FRETILIN de-
clared the independence of East Timor prior to the Indonesian
occupation. Thus the United Nations, the colonial power, and an in-
digenous liberation movement are in agreement on one point, the
illegitimacy of the Indonesian integration of East Timor. If The Times
has chosen to accept the Indonesian Government's definition of the

situation, it should at least inform its readers that this definition
remains contested,

The article contains other distortions. Forinstance, the territory
is described as poor "in the best of times". But this is only partially
accurate. Although eastern Timor is affected by the arridity and uncertain
rainfall characteristic of the Lesser Sunda region, it is relatively
fertile in contrast to neighboring areas. Prior toc the Indonesian
occupation Portuguese Timor, while poor by Western standards, was able
to satisfy the economic neede of the population. What, then, has pre-
cipitated the current crisis? Neither natural conditions nor a
temporary shock nor 'small-scale fighting'". A famine of the reported
dimensions indicates a serious and continuous disruption of production.
What the article refuses to address is the role played by the Indonesian
intervention, an intervention which has been roundly condemned by the
international community and which, by The Times' own admission, sparked
the resistance of the indigenous population,

ELIZABETH TRAUBE

Assistant Professor of Anthropology
Wesleyan University

Middletown, Ct.
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Soon to come are superpowerful compute
ers, packaged in tiny panpels, that will in-
crease the chances of a pilot to £ght and lve
to Azht another day. At prerent, a pllot must
fily directly at his target at least for a few
moments—an exceedingly dangercus ma-
neuver,

Ths new electronic fire-cootrol devices
will eliminate that c¢anpger, permitting a flier
to release his weapons while he 1 maneuvers
ing violently—even it he is rolling upalde
down.

Technology iz belnpg developed to help
pliots In otber ways. New radar and lasers,
now under test, will make Amsrican war-
planes virtually immune to enemy jamming,
& major problem. These devices are ih what
is ¥nown as & "constant jump mode”—that
s, they move continuously and automati-
cally from one frequency to another, defying
enemy efforts to pinpoint them Because of
the Russian emphasis on disrupting enemy
communications, this effort to jam-proof
TS. places is & top Alr Force priarity.

- . OK THE GROUND “ _

Other advances in technology promise
dramatic !mprovements in the ground-sap-
port ares. One example; New elrcreft engines
will kave far fewer parts than those fiving
todar. This not only will reduce the chances
for fallure but dmstically cut the mumber
of spare parts that must be bought and
stored. S

Another example: Streamlinine of the Alr
Force Logistics Command, Gen. Bryce Pee I,
who heads the command, clalms that when
Israel defeated Egypt and Syris in the brief
but intense Yom Kilppur War-af 1973, it was
logisties that made the decisive difference.
He says: “It was & logistical conflict be-
tween us and the Soviets. We beat them
hands down over & longer distance” His
command is responsible for 800,000 items,
from patrol dogs to nuclear weapons, with
a budpget of 164 billlon-a year. If it wers
8 private business, it would rank 10th en a
st of the top 500 corporstions- in the
country.

Largely through the uyse of computers and
automated equirment, the Logisties Come
mand has reduced its depots from 21 in the
mid-1050s to five today. At the same time, it
has cut the number of people employed Irom
225,000 & quarter of a century aro to 91,000
todar, and that tumber 15 scheduled to drop
another 10 percent by the early 1680s. De=
Bpite these decremses Poe says, the Logistics
Command is dolng essentislly the same
amount of work.

As the Alr Force prepares for its new chal-
leriges, there are many o the service who
worry that this elite corps is In serfous den-
ger of losing the very asset that has made
possible its technological leadership: The
high quality of its people.

THE EICDUS

One warning stgn is that, for the first time
eginece the introduction of the all-volunteer
force seven years ago. the Alr Force iz not
Alling recruitment goals, .

Even more worrisome is the fact that ex-
perienced men and women—both middle-
level enlisted personnel and commisstoned
officers—are leaving the service In increas-
ing numbers. The loss af pillots s2od engl-
neers, critical to the future of the Alr Force,
is particularly acute.

A shortapge of 2,000 pilots and 900 englneers
is currently reported.

While there i3 concerny in the Pentagon,
in commands outzside Washington the reae-
tion is clcee to alarm. “We are in deep, seril-
ous trouble,” declares Gen. Alton L. Slay,
head of the Systems Command :

At Langley Alr Force Base, Va, home of

the Tactical Commangd, tha situation appears

particularly bleak Gen. W. L. Creech, the
tactical cammander, described the stens he
had taken to improve lifa in the service far
his pliots. The result? “We've made so much

progresz they're leaving us now with amlles
on their faces,* he saFs. “Our pilot-retention
rate Is the best in the Alr Force—anad its ter-
rible.” Not only is the loss of pilots reaching
serious proportions, but thers is also & less
noticed loss of sergeants which, Creech BayE,
“could reach a flopd unless we address the
issue.”

For the long-range health of the service,
the shortage of engineers may be even mare
seripus then the joss af filers. The Alr Porce
eounts on recruiting 800 to 1,000 enginsers a
Fear. It iz now reaching only 40 percent af
that poal, says Lt Gen. Andrew P. Iosue, tha
service’s mappower chief, and experienced
engineers are leaving In record pumbert.

“We are back-filling jobs that were held
by captains and majors and lievtenant colo-
nels with second lisutenants. A man with one
year of experience replaces s man with 12
The experience exchange is disastrous.” says
Lt. Gen. Lewrence A. Skantze, comunander of
the Aeronsutical Syatems Division in Dayton.

Largely responsible for the manpower
problem, say top Alr Porce offivers, is the
series of ceilings that have prevented mid-
tary pay [rom keeping up with the cost of
living and with rnises received by unian
workers. Coupled with this is the price In-
dustry will pay men and women with certain
critical skills, A pilot who takes an airiine tob
can make two or three times the income he
could achieve in the service. An engineer
right out of collsge can go o work in ine-
dustry for $18,000 or more. The Alr Forcs can
offer 812.000.

But beyond this difference in ¢ompensa-
tion s 8 growing bitterness, a feeling that
service life s going to get steadlly worse.

“Almost In every area, {rom the perspective
af people in the service, there have not only
been pay cuts but reneging on the deal they
made with the country,” Creech says.

Thus, twin challenges face the Alr Force
gs it prepares to move into space in the
19808:

It must msintaip the momentum of its
revolution in technology and at the same
tima attract snd hold the men and women
whosa special talants are peeded to manage
that revclution.g

ANOTEER CAMBODIA

HON. STEPHEN JI. SOLARZ

OF NEW YURK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 8, 1979

® Mr. SOLARZ. Mr. Speaker, a critical
situation similar to that in Cambodia
has resulted from civil strife on the is-
land of East Timor. Over §0,000 people,
approximately ope-third of this small
Asian country’s population, already suf-
fer from disease and severs malnuirition.
Current assistance s insufficlent in
reaching those afficted, and it is clear
that thousands of East Timorians will
face starvation unless immediate action
is taken by the international community
to provide relief for those it is intended
to reach.

The following article which appeared
in New Republic magszine on November
3 depicts the deplorable conditions in
Fast Timor and what must be done.in
order to alleviate the plight of this be-
leaguered population, Mr, Speaker,” X
would like to insert this article into the
Recorp:

ANOTHER CAMBODIA
Next time you see & photo af a gaunt-eved,
swollen-bellled Cambodian child, or read &
repori”about mass death from war, disease,

of Remarks
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and starvation In Indochina, think about the
small Aslan island of East Timor, Much the
same thing that bas happened in Cambodia
bas happened in East Timaor, some 2,500 miles
10 the southeast. Between a tenth and a third
af the lsland's population—80,000 to 200,000
persons—has been killed or has died from
lack of food and medicine sines fghting
staried in 1875, Half a generation of Timor-
esg chlildren may have been readered men-
tally retarded: by malnutrition. Right now
250,000 Timoress are languishing {n resettle-
ment camps which one recent visttor, A rafu-
get-rellef expert, described as *“horrible—as
horrible as any I've seen anywhere, including
the Tha!-Cambodian border.” Of these 250,-
000, about 60,000 face siarvation utnless re-
lef supplies reach them within the next two
moenths, apd 25,000 are Iz eritical condition
at this very moment, -

For Americans, there iz 8 blg difference
between Timor and Cambodia W& do not
have the lurury, in the case of Timor, of.
blaming what's happensd on Khmer Rouge
fanatics or the communist government of
North Vietnam. The agony of East Timor
iz the result of a bloody and brutal tarri-
torisl seizure by America’s friend, Indonesia,
and we are deeply implicated in what has
happened. Indonesia's origical invasion, in
December 1975, occurred just 12 hours after
President Ford and Secretary of Stats Henry
Elssinger had visited Jakarta, Indonesia's
capital, ralsing no public objection to the
impending attack, American weapons were
used in the initial asssult and throughout
Indonesia's four-vear campealgn to suppress
nationalist guerrilias, The Ford administra.
tion neccepted Indonesia’s claim to East
Timor, and 50 did the Carter administra-
tion, which (despite its stated policy af
limiting ‘world arms transfers) incrensed
military sales to Indonesis from the Ford
level of thres milllon dollars to §112 million
in 1978,

Despite consistent reports by Australian
and other sources about Indonesian atrocities
in East Timor. and despite octcasional ceme
gressional bearings on events there, the Car-
ter administration hkas ralsed scarcely =&
public peep over human rights violations on
the island. The T.S. doesn't want unforite
nats goings-on in an obscure place to trms-
trats better relations with the worlds Afth
most populous country, a resources-rich
anti-commurist ally sitrategically placed in
the gap between the Asjan mainland and
Australia and between the Pacific and Indian
Oceans. Indonesia, In effect, has extorted the
United States into sllence by making it clear
it would allow no Western humanitarian
rellef agancles to visit and help Timor if
too much were sald about what's golng op
there. Even now, Carter administration offi-
clals are afraid to say too much, lest Indo-
nesia refuse to cooperats Lo saving thoss
who face starvatlon between nhow and the
monscon Season.

The consclence of America will he eased
to know that ths T.S5. government, having .
supplied the weapons of Timor's destruve-
tion. is now providing 8115 tons of 2 high-
protein rice and corn soy blend to feed its
refugees, and has furnished $2.9 million in
ald to the Internationnl Red Cross and
Cathalic Relief Services, the agencies resoon-
sible for helping Timor's population. How=
ever, the conscience aof America should not
rest too easy. American officials raise some
doubt whether enough transportation facili-
ties exist on the island to get food and
medicine ta all who need it before the rain
starts. An American researcher who has done
extensive wark on Timor, Arnold Eohen, al-
50 cites church and governmeént sources in
Australla, Indonesia, and the U.S. as charg-
ing that Indopesian military suthorities
have systematically plundered previous relief
shipments and parceled ocut the remainder
on a politically discriminatory basis ;

The consclence of America really should
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not rest at least until the U.S, government
has done all it can to assure that the people
1t has made miserable really are helped.

It i not terribly surprising that America
has pald little attention to Timor up to
now. It {» located nowhere—at tha far
southern end of the Malay archipelago, 350
miles north of Ausiralia. The whole island
i8 about double the size of New Jersey, and
for 400 yenrs it has been divided culturally
and politically into eastern and western
parts.

West Timor was 8 Dutch colony, with a
iarge Moslem population, and naturally
joined Indonesia (which = predominantly
Moslem) when the rest of the country won
its independence. East Timor, however, was
Portuguese and heavily Catholic. It was not
at all mecessary or oatural that it would
joln Indonesia when the Portuguese with-
drew in 1075. A brief, bloody civil war was
fought in September of that year between
left- and right-wing factions committed to
independence. The left-wing faction, FRETI-
LIN, won out, using arms provided or taken
from the former Portuguese garrison,

Indonesia was willing to tolerate a Portus
guese East Timor, but not an independent
mini-state. The right-wing government of
President Subharto has asserted that FRE-
TILIN was a communist movement, but
US, officials say there 18 no svidence what-
ever to support the clalm. Probably In-
donesia figured it had nothing to gain by
tolerating an Independent neighbor. The
Indonesians first sant in commando units
from West Timor, which selzed border areas
in September 1975 and (according to Ause
tralian iotelligenca sources) killed five Aus-
tralisn television reporters who filmed the
invasion.

In late November, FRETILIN decldred
Independence and on December 3 it ap-
peeled to President Ford to prevent Ine
donesia from invading. During Pord's visit to
Jakarta, Hissinger issuad a public stats-
ment saying that the United States “under-
stands Indonesia’s position on the gquestion®
of Timor, Whatever American officials may
have said In private sbout what Indonesia
was about to do, it certalnly had no deter-
rent effect. On December 7 Indonesia
lsunched a full-scale invasion against the
East Timor capital of Dili. A high-ranking
Indonesian general confirmed to a US. con-
gressional delegation that “of course there
were U.5. weapons used, These ars the only
weapons that we have.”

There 13 virtually no dispute thal the
initial invasion was sccompanied by wide.
spread, indiseriminate of civilians
by Indonesian troope. As in Vietnam, and as
in Indonesia’s own civil war, ethnic Chiness
seem to have been 8 special target of sys-
tematic brutality and murder. U5, State De-
partment officlals admit excessea during the
eerly dsys of fighting, but clalm offending
soldlers and commanders were removed and
disciplined. Critics of U.S. policy assert,
however, that the top commander of the
forces attacking DIli was not disciplined at
all, but was decorated and promoted to
brigadier general,

It iz an interesting parallel between Cam-
bodis and East Timor—and one which may
not bs coincidental—that the Indonesian
government, like Pol Pot's regime in Cam-
bodia, made it almost impossible for the out-
side waorld: to knew what it was dolng as it
attempted to assert control over the land.
Prior ta its invasion, Indonesia warned Aus-
tralia to get all of its nationals out of the
country. and also demanded the departure
of International Red Cross workers. As in
Cambodia, foreign visits were permitted only
rarely, and thern ware tightly controlled.

Because of the secrecy, it's impossible to
know exactly what transpired in Timor {rom
1975 until this year, when a few Westerners
again began to travel arcund the country
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as part of relief efforts, Indonesia justified its
secrecy, and its activities, as an “internal
matler” after May 1978, when an Indonesian-
appointed *“Regional Popular Assembly”
unanimously voted to ask for incorporation
of Timor into Indonesia. This action has
been declared Invalld three times by the
Unlited Nations General Assembly.

The Carter administration’s official human
rights report declared diplomatically that
the U.8. “hes accepted the incorporation of
East Timer into Indonesia, but it does not
recognize that a valld sct of self-determi-
nation eccurred.” Recognition of the incor-
poration, however, saves the U.S, from having
to object to its ally's use of US.-supplied
equipment to commit aggression,

On the ground ion East Timor, it's clear
that after Indonesia’s invasion, FRETILIN'G
forces fled the island’s small urban ceaters
for the rugged highlands. The insurgenta
may have numbered as many as 25,000 per-
sons. In 1678, the Indomesian military
began to. make use of Rockwell OV-10
“Bronco” counter-insurgency alrcraft—slow-
moving pianes equipped with infrared de-
tectors, bombs, rockets, napalm, and ma-
chine guns, specifically designed fur close
combat support against an enemy without
an effective antiaircraft capability. U.S.
congressional committees have been told by
critics of American poliey that Indonesia
used the planes not only to destroy gus:tille
strongpoints, but also to wreck the villages
and crops of highland dwellers ir, order to
separate them from FRETILIN.

Estimates of casuaities in Timor vary
greatly. In 1078, s leader of a provisional
government created by Indonesis sald he
belleved 80,000 persons had been killed. In
March 1977, James Dunn, an Australian par-
Lament researcher and former consul in
Timor who Is the most energetic gatherer of
information about tha island‘s travall, told a
U.B. congrestional committes that 100,000
persons had been killed. He based his estl-
msate on reports from Indonesian church
officlals and refugees. At the samre congres-
sional hearing, U.5. State Department officials
sald such high reports were “greatly exag-
gerated.” One official sald that the death toll
was probably 10,000. This vear, James Dunn
compared pre-war Portuguese census figures
with current Indonesian military estimatss
of the population and found that 300,000
persons are *missing.” Eohen, citing church
sources, says more than 200,000 have died

One U.S. State Department official said last

week that 100,000 15 the “generally accepted
figure” on Timorese deaths, Another said he
kpew of no accepted figure. What American
intelligence agencies know from Australian

monitoring of Indonesian military communi-,

cations, U.S, officials will not zay.

The most intense fighting in Timor has
occourred durlng the Carter administration’a
tenure in office—and s0 have most of the
casualties, In mid-1877, Indonestia offered an
amnpesty to PRETILIN, but also moved 10,000
fresh troops into the country and stepped up
counter-insurgency operations. In the fall,
& French photo-journalist slipped into the
country and later claimed that the Indo-
nesian ATy was “systematically wiping out”
villages suspected of supporting the guer=
rillas. In 1978, employing search-and-de-
stroy techniques, heavy alr bombardments,
and helicopter-borne attacks, the Indone-
sians began to make decisive headway
against FRETILIN. Co the last day of the
year, an Indonestan force killed the opposi-
tion's president, Nicolau Lobato,

The level of continuing resistance in Ti-
mor is in dispute. Indonesian authorities
seem confident enough now to aliow some
Westotners to make helicopter visits around
the countrysidé more or less freely as they
inspect refugee camps. However other
sources, including Arnolé Eohen, contend
thet the resistance is still alive. Eohen as-

November 9, 1979

serts, citing reports from U.B. government
officlals and church zources, that the Indo-
nesian miiitary's policy is to execute suin-
martly all FRETILIN members, supporters,
and thelr families, Jeaving resistance fight-
ers little choice but to hide when they are
unable to fight. Although the U.S. govern-
ment recoghizes Indonesia’'s take-over of
Tiroor, it's still not clear that Timor has
acquiesced.

During 1878 and 1979, Ao massive stream
of Timorese refugees—some 300,000—has
descended from the interior highlands to
coastal areas and towns, driven by 8 com-
bination of war devastation and drought to
seek food, medicine, and shejter. The condi-
tion of the refugees has been described by
witnesses as being worse than in Biafra, the
Eahel, or Bangladesh during thelr respective
disnsters, In September 1978, church rellef
workers told visiting correspondents that
500 people per month were dying In one East
Timor district alone, Other recent visitors
say 8 third of the refugees are marasmic—
emacisted, bellles swollen from malnutri-
tiog—or post-marssmic, in a state whers
their bodies are consuming their own proe
tein. Of 250,000 now in refuges camps, one
experienced relief official sald he guessed
25,000 “are not going io make it" In apite of
international rellef efforts, The scale may
ba smaller, but Timor is another Cambodia—
and it !s partly our responsibility—MorTon
EONDRACEE.§

THERE IS NO ESCAPE
HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 8, 1979

® Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, there Is no
more eloquent champion of the free
market and individual Uberty than Dr.
Hans Sennholz, chairman of the eco-
nomics department of Grove City Col-
lege. His latest book, “The Age of Infla-
tion", is a masterpiece which I unhesi-
tatingly recommend to everyone inter-
ested in our No. I economic problem.

Dr, Sennholz understands and chn ef-
fectively articulate the moral arder that
must underlie {reedom, as few do. I
would like to call to my colleagues' at-
tention his excellent essay that high-
lights the November issue of The Fres-
man,

The essay follows:

THert Is No ESCAPE
{By Hans F. Sennholz)

The Carter energy plan contains a familfar
ingredient: it takes money from the working
taxpayers to give to the nonworking popula-
tion. It proposes a windfall profits tex on oll
producers and a fuel subsidy to poor con- .
sumers. When enacted, it may introduce
“fuel stamps” just Uke “food stamps.” to
enhance the lives of some 25 milllon people
who are believed to be poor, -

Transfer programs now comprise the

.llons share of the federal budget. During

the past decade transfer payments grew by
almest 300 percent, while wages and salaries
roseé by 134 percent. In 1970 these transfer
payments amounted to 857 billion; in the
federal budget for 1080 they are estimated
1o exceed 8228 blllion. How much longer can
the transfer grow at twice the rate of the
earnings that are supporting them?

Surely, the political transfer process can-
not continue to grow indsfinitely. There are
limits of economic sutput as well s political
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Dear Jack,

As I said when I saw the the second of the two East Timor

columns that you did, IL.was #### taken aback thatthe current situation
was not referred to in any way. There is little doubt that something
compared with Biafra and Cambodia is of news value, and at the same

time there

is fertile ground for your office to plow.

Item: many reliable sources have told me that there are deeper

ITEM:

ITEM:

Item:

divisions concerning the East Timor policy than ever before,

particular in the State Department and the Intelligence

Community. I personally know of one instance of a fairly

senior CIA official who practically cried when describing

his current information on the East Timor situation.

In the State Dept., there was saild to be an intense debate
concerning the US position on the recent UN resolution on
East Timor. Tn,e hardliners won out, but there are many who
are deeply disatisfied with this position.

While it may be true that more than half of Timor's
population has been wiped out as a result of the war,

the survivors are by no meyns safe. The Indonesian
milit. ry has only allowed a handful of independent relief
workers into East Timor, and these people only arrived in
October 1979. Specifically, there are only three International
Red Cross personnel on the ground to supervise a program
aimed at "“60,000 critical cases". International Red Cross
staffers in New York have told me that this is all the
Indonesians will allow, FHEEFEMEFEEHEFEEFEREREERE CHAH
FHERAGHRA G REA R ##A#E, that without public pressure this
will not be expanded.

Catholic Relief Services also has a program in East Timor,

but in this case there is no fulltime supervisor on

the ground. Their director in the Indonesian capital visits
East Timor periodically, and one of their people from New York
visited briefly, but The are no staff members to supervise

the program in any way. CRS staff in East Timor are all
Indonesians, who are in no position to defy the milltary.
Corruption of aid, reported by everyone from the Indonesian
Jesuits to Indonesian government# officials, cannot he
significantly tempered without outside observers supervislon.

The State Department has made it clear that the officilal

position is to keep the situation quiet, supposedly so
that their "quiet diplomacy"# with the Indonesians will
bear fruit. But what are the concrete results of nearly
four years of the State Dept's work? Three ICRC people on
the groo
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)
7)

8)

9)
10)

11)
12)
13)
14)
15)

16)

17)
18)

19)

20)

Important press meterial for backsround

Melbourne Age, Dec. 12, 1975: Shortly after/Maunched the
fullscale invaslion, one of its radio broadcasts threatened to
kill anyone who supported FRETILIN,

Manchester Guardian, January 10, 1976: Among other things,
Australian intellligence leaks on how the five Australian TV
Journalists were in fact murdered; also information on

how Australians llied about their knowledge of early Indonesian
involvement in Timor. Important because State Department tries
to claim that they "knew very little" about this period.

3) 1976 Washington Post editorial; also shows that the WP
was not willing to accept Indonesian propaganda claims.
Why then does the State Department?

Melbourne Ag e, April 27, 1976; more on death of Australian

Journalists.

The Australian, Jan. 28, 1977; news accounts of Dunn report on
Indonesian atrocities.
The London Times report of same.
The Bulletin (published by Australian Financial Review,
March 19, 1977: an extremely lmportant profile of Dunn.
same publication, March 26, 1977: some particularly revealing
accounts of Carter Administration attitudes.
Ithaca Journal (a Gannet paper), # Feb. 28, 1977; encircled
portion ls erroneous.
WP and NXIT accounts of Dunn revelations; in this case the NYT
is a bit quick to rely on State Dept. sources; notice
how apologetic the State Dept. is for the Indonesians.
WP and NIT report of State Dept. claim that military
aid had been suspended to Indonesla.
Transcript of Australian Broadcasting Commission report
on how Carter Administration and Australian gov't moved
to dilute the impact of Dunn testimony.
Christian Science Monitoe account of hearing: see marked portion.
Melbourne Herald, April 7, 1977; see how quick Holbrooke is
to sweep atrocities under the carpet.
New York Times, July 17, 1977; account of Center for International
Policy findings concerning Carter Administration policy and
East Timor.
Extremely important Melbourne Age account of journalist
Richard Carleton's guided tour to East Timor. Remexio, one
place the Indonesians said they couhdn't take him because it
was in FRETILIN hands, i8 the place described by journalists
who went on the Sept. 1978 visit. Aug, 10, 1977
August 11, 1978 Age continuation of report on Carleton visit.
Parts also appeared in London Obs=rvar,
International Herald Tribune , Dec. 5, 1977 (also appeared in
LA Times, Nov. 25, same year) on how Indonesia needs to replace
military gear used up in Timor operations. See marked portion
Feb. 10, 1978 New York Times report on release of State Dept
Human Rights report. Gwertzman writes that the State Dept,
appears to be "gentle" on reports of Indonesian atrocities
in East Timor.
New York Times, May 14, 1978; an excellent example of how
the Carter Administration is rearming Indonesia. See marked
nartian: 1t is unbelievably hypocritical.
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The Situation in Brief
In a November 5 Washington Post article,
the reknowned nutritionist Jean Mayer called for an end to the
use of starvation as a means of warfare. On Nov. 13, the Head
of the Law of # War Branch of the U.S. Marine Corps replied to
Mayer, assuring readers that the Carter Administration has glready
signed protocols that outlaw "starvation as a weapon.”

The Carter Administration's real attitude
is quite different: it has supported to the hilt Indonesia's
continuing military operations in the former Portuguese colony
of East Timor, both in terms of military equipment and diplomatic
support. The Australian press and the Far Eastern Economic RBeview,
as well as the San Francisco Chronicle, have recently reported
that tens of thousands of East Tlmorese have died of starvatlon
and diseased# since Indonesian forces launched a fullscale
invasion on December 7, 1975 (the day after Ford and Kissinger
left the capital of Indonesia after a state visit). Moreover,
unless impartial international relief agencies are glven access to
East Timor, there is every lindication that tens of thousands of
others will meet a similar fate. It should be stressed that
East Timorese in both Indonesian-controlled and guerilla-held
areas are in similar danger of death from starvation and dlseease,
The Jakarta military regime has barred_the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) from entering East Timor since the Dec. 1975
invasion. On Dec. 1, 1977, Amnesty Intérnational criticized this
persistent Indoneslian refusal to allow in independent relief agencies.
From one side of 1ts mouth, the Carter Administration has said
that it would "encourage" Indonesia te admit the ICRC into East

r*"’TIﬁﬁr. h®st bara = dgfmmas e g _Lireuage— pes ; 1t would seem

that all this amounté to swegt-soundins huﬁan rights rhetoric,

|« pecause the Indonesians have shown no 1lndicatlon that # they
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will allow in the ICRC. Given the enormity of the situation --

1t is quite possible that 100,000 or more East Timorese have died
as a result of the invasion, out of & population of 650,000 --
the Carter Administration's lenient attltude toward Indonesia

is shocking. The East Timor situation on & per caplta basis

could wall be the worst holocaust of recent times: given that ¥e
war in Timor continues, it may well be that one-third or more of
the population will have died before this is over. Recent phone
conversations with the Caryer State Department betray an almost
gloating attitude on the part of administration officials; the
Carter line is that resistance to the Indonesian occupation 1s
all but ended, this based on the fact that reporters who went

to East Timor in early September saw no sign of resistance. This
js not surprising, consldering the well-orchestrated nature

of the visit. But the Carter Administration feels that now that
Rep. Fraser 1s leaving Congress, no one will ralse the East Timor
issue again; essentially, the Carter Administration feels that
they have rode out the storm over East Timor.

The “storm" began scalfcely more than & month
after Jimmy Carter was inaugurated as President. A report cherging
Indonesian forces with the wanton killing of anywhere between
50,000 and 100,000 East Timorese --in some cases pulling people
out of Catholic churches where they nad taken refuge -- circulated
on Capitol Hi1ll. The report was written by James Dunn#l, director



"transit camps®; the group was told by church relief workers
(presumably Indonesian or Timorese, although they may have

been among the small group of European nuns and priests that

have lived in East Timor g#ﬁ## for decades) that in one district
of East Timor alone (there are 14 districts there) , 500people
have been dying per month of starvation. That is only one report
among the ones attached.

The Sunday Times (London) reported #### prior to

the diplomats'visit that the Indonesians jad arranged the trip
for the purpose of winning international acceptance of 1its
claim to sovereignty over East Timor (The U.S. recognizes the Indonesian
claim and argues that although Indonesia's original invasion
invasion violated #### ## bilateral agreements on the use of
U.5. arms for purposes of aggression, once Indonesia announced
the annexation the situation in East Timor became an internal
affair of Indonesia's; therefore, use of U.3. arms would then
be used in East Timor to "suppress an insurgency"; More on this
later) . The visiting diplomats called for an international
relief operation for East Timor; but the Indonesian Foreign Minlster,
who accompanled the party, indicated that aid would only be accepted
if the donor nations recognized Indonesla's claim to soverelgnty
over East Timor. The U,N. General Assembly has twice rejected
the Indonesian claim, and is slated to discuss the issue in late
November., The carefully-orchestrated visit was designed to convince
the world body that resistance to the Indoneslan occupation has ended.
The fate of the Timorese in the "translt camps" is something
else again; there is absolutely no assurance that the Indones&éan
regime will feed or give medical attention to these people; the
US ambassador to Indonesia should know thls better than anyone,
for he is in constant touch with the American business community
in Jakarta, which complains incessantly that Indonesia has one
of the most corrupt governments -- if not the most corrupt -- in
the world. During famlnes last year in two parts of Indonesia
proper, the Jakarta regime was accused of gross negligence in
dealing with the situvationbk. The State 0il Company, Pertamina,
went bankrupt in 1976, with over $10 billion in debts, in large
part incurred by governmeﬂi-endorsed projects that would have
been suitable for Miaml Beach or Beverly Hllls, not for one of
the poorest countries in the world. The Indonesian government
hopes and prays that no one will want to take a close look at
what has been happening in East Timor; this 1s why the Internatioal
Committee of the Red Cross has been barred, this 1is why no
journalists have been allowed to travel freely there, this is
why no further East Timorese have been allowed to leave the
country since the Dunn disclosures. The Carter Administration
is cooperating with these Indonesian efforts by pretending that
######ﬁ##ﬂ###i#### Indonesia's release of many thousands of
political prisoners over the last year (who had been held since
1965 without trial) is all that one can hope for. In reality,
many thousands of 1965 prisoners are still in detention without
trial or chabges, and the Timor holocaust 1s something that
simply won't go away. Perhaps the best indication of what the
Carter Administration is willing to tolerate can be reosedssd
by a glimp%e of what thg Indonesian hierarchy says and how
the Carter human rights people respond. In late September the
Head of Indonesia's two major security agencies -- which means
one personfdirecting the Indonesian equivalent of the FBI and

IA -- compared his power to that of SS Chief Heinrich Himmler.



of the Australian Parliament's equivalent of our Congressional
Research Service foreign affairs unit. Dunn has a long assoclation
with East Timor, dating back to 1962-1965, when he was Australian
consul there. In January 1977, at the request and expense of
church groups such as Australian Catholic Relief, Dunn travelled
to Portugal, where he interviewed many East Timorese refugees,
including more than a dozen who had lived in Indonesian-occupied
areas after the invasion. Dunn, fluent in Portuguese and
conservative by instinct, cautioned the refugees not to exaggerate
their storles; nevertheless, after carefully sifting through

the material he received, the stories were uniformly horrifying.
Dunn was quoted in the London Times as saylng that Indonesian
atrocitles against the population of East Timor during the Dec.
1975 invasion made the My Lai massacre "look like a gentlemen's
picnic.", Dunn also received further information on the fate of
five Australian TV newsmen who were beliebed murdered by Indonesian
forces whils filnlng evidence of Indonesian military operations
in East Timor ~- this in October 1975 at a time when Indonesia

was plously denying any military involvement in East Timor. The
Carter Administration has Mad ignored the death of the JournalistS
as had two successive Australian governments., It should be noted
that the Australian press has not forgotten what happened to

these men, and has demanded on several occasions an official
inquiry as to what happened to them. The Australlian press corps
stil]l harbors a good deal of bitterness about the case of the

TV journallsts.

The Carter Administration tried in every way to
minimlize the Dunn report. It is clear that the administration
### ## distorted what Dunn was trying to say: Dunn stressed that
although Indonesian Catholic sources and others had said that
as many as 100,000 Bast Timorese had #### during the invasion,

he could 1in no way authenticate such figures. What Dunn was saying
quite directly was that nations concerned with human rights should
launch their own investigations, take action to assure that Indonesia
admit independent relief agencies into East Timor, etc. The Carter
administration showed no willlingness to conduct an investigation,
and one m;% assume from thelr general attitude that no strong

) representation was made to get the Indonesians
to open up the territory. In the # hearings held by the Fraser
Subcommittee, the Carter Aministration stated outright that they
had made no attempt to talk with the Timorese refugees in Portugal.
What the Carter Administration did do was ### give Indonesia a
28% increase in military aid; $§### misrepresent the timing of
delivery of aircraft crucial to the Indonesian war effort; conclude
another highly questlonable aircraft deal with Jakarta; back
Indonesia's position in the UN; trYﬂl to prevent the holding of
futther hearlings,

Recent Carter Administration actions follow this line,
but get even worse. In early September, the Indonesians conducted
what one journalist called a #ﬂg#####é#ﬁ## "carefull-organized
official visit" to selected areas of East Timor for a group of
diplomats and journalists, including the U.S. Amassador to Indoneslia.
The group was shocked by what they saw: thousands of Timorese
in Indonesian-controlled areas were suffering from advanced
malnutrition and diseases such as malaria and tuberculosis; the
Timorese were living in what the Indonesians referred to as



Inventory of Press Material

*Particularly pertinent points are marked with red pen.
Part One: Recent developments

1)} Far Eastern Economic Review, Sept. 29, 1978

JA) Related to above: New York Times, Feb. 15, 1976, on figure of
60,000 dead: note that same person who said that repeats 1t
in FEER, Sept. 29.

2) Cabberra Times, Frontpage, Oct. 3, 1978; on Australian MPs;
excellent for background on International Red Cross situatlon.

3) A: Manchester Guardian, Sept. 14, 1978; on defoliants
B: The Australian, Feb. 21, 1977: a bit of background on

MP Hodgman; note that the ruling party in Australian politics
is the Liberal-Country Party coalitlon, a conservatlive
alliance.

4) The# Australian, Sept. 12, 1978:

5) San Francisco Chronicle, Sept. 13, 1978,notice that the writer
finds virtually no evidence that the Indonesian gov't is
making a concerted effort to allieviate the humanitarlan
situation.

6) San Francisco Chronicle, Oct. 18, 1978; please note that a
month after the events described in the other stories, the
Indonesians have the nerve to peddle the line that these

people still face starvation. If they really intend to
bring in humanitarian aild, where is it? and where 1s the
Carter Administration while this 1s happening?

7) The Age {Melbourne), Sept. 15, 1978, letter to editor,
provides useful data on what the internatlonal alid situatlion

actually 1isw

8) Melbourne Sun Sept. 7, 1978, starred portion shows why Indoneslans
arranged the ambassadors visit.

(9) Sunday Times (London) Sept. 3, 1978; again, it is shown why

the Indonesians invited the ambassadors in.

10) A recently-issued Indonesian gov't brochure on the H## on how

their own Red Cross can do the job; note abovementlioned Oct
3, Canberra Times piece on what Australlian Parliamentarians
think of this.

11) A: Melbourne Herald, Sept. 11, 1978

B T R T I T I Sept. 12, 19?8

12) Melbourne Herald editorials, Sept. 11 and 12, 1978

13) The Australian, Sept. 12, 1978, editorial

14) Asian Wall Street Journal, Sept. 26, 1978, note especially

comments of the Indonesian Foreign Minister; the notlon
that he # doesn't want the people in Timor to be dependent
on aid is ridiculous; Indonesia is #2 receiver of World Bank
monies, has received easily in excess of $2 billion in American
aid since 1965, and receives approximately §$2 billion
annually {in recent years) from the Intergovernmental group
on Indonesia, of which the US is a leading member. Further,
much of the aid that Indonesia receives must go for specific
projects, so Indonesia 1s as aid dependent as any country in
the world; the esteemed Foreign Minister id merely
trying to"encourage" outsiders to give their money but
stay away from Timor. And the problems 1n Timor do not
seem "manageable”.
15) The Sunday Times, London, Aug, 20, 1978) 66 iyhubwng,wdﬁ2uusﬁ



16) Canberra Times, Sept. 13, 1978, more on why independent help
1s needed/

17) Canberra Times, Sept. 12, 1978, more of the same.

18} Melbourne Sun, Sept. 13, 1978, more

19) Newcastle Moening Herald, Sept. 14 editorial, excellentand
informative.

20) Sydney Morning Herald, Sept. 11, 1978, Note Indonesian

Foreign Minister's "indication". Where is the ambassador
of the Carter human rights administration when the Indonesians
are conducting starvation diplomacy?

21) Notes on a conversation a friend of mine recently had with
& Timorese priest who is a leader of the refugee community in
Portugal. It is especially interesting for its description
of Indonesian food distribution policies. Please treat the
addresses of the priests as confidential.

22) Transcript of Dutch TV program during which the Indonesian

security chlef compared himself with Himmler; call Dutch
TV people in Washington for confirmation.

23) Sydney Morning Herald, Sept. 12, 1978: Australian MP on the
gituation.

24) Canberra Times, October 4, 1978; the moderate sounding
statements toward the bottom of this one are contradicted by

a little Nov. 9, 1978 Canberra Times report, which I am calling

#25) Meanwhile, it is abundantly clear that the Indonesians

are continuing their efforts to statve out the resistance; see

Mayer, #26, Washington Post, Nov. 5, on starvation as a weapon

of war, and #27, the Marine Legal Advisor's response, Nov. 13.

28) Melbourne Age, Sept. 30, 1978: Pprtugal's UN call for self-
determination for East Timor.

29) Melbourne Age, Oct. 30, 1978, news of Suharto's upcoming visit
to Australia, which leads into

30) Nov. 3, 1978 letter to editor , Melbourne Age, from Shirley
Shackleton, widow of one of the five Australian TV journalists
murdered by Indonesian forces in East Timor in October 1975

31) Melbourne Age, Oct. 13, 1978, This article shows just how
hypocritical the Indonesians are in claiming that there are
no resources in Timor to feed the people there, and it plainly
points up their corruption.

32) Sydney Morning Herald, Oct. 1%, 1978: in a public relations
maneuver, the Indonesimng have for months been saying that
flights into the East Timor capital will be resumed; This

article shows how real these promises are. It is clear that
the Indonesians don't# want outsiders poking about.

33) The Melbourne Age, Nov. 11, 1978; likewise, the Indonesians
don't want heads of families (males) to leave Timor; priests
have smuggled letters out of the territory suggesting that
this is because most males have seen military action in
some form, or have been more likely than women to witness
conditions of war, It seems clear that the Indonesians are
trying hard to prevent further stories of atrocities from

leaking out of East Timor. Negotiations on re-unification
of families began in early 1976; there have been delays,
and now there is another “"delay". Highly suspicious, isn't
it?



‘ East Timor Shouldn’t Be .
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~ Jack Anderson

THE WASHINGTON POST

Friday, November 9, 1979 .

Now and then, a story cries out to be
told.'lhetragedyofEastTlmnriS'sucha
story. It should not go ignored by those
who claim membership in the human

race.

Malnutrition and death have always
been commonplece in East Timor, 2
piece of earth abused by man and ne-
ture. The 600,000 people of this remote
country — a rugged, mountainous island
slightly larger than the state of Connecti-
cut — were accustomed to hardship. For
most of them, life was labor and death
came early.

But they were unprepared for the
siaughter that began On Dec. 7, 1975,
when the Indonesians overran the island.
The invaders bludgeoned and starved

- the into submission. Today,

tion.
The world seemed oblivious to the des-
t of these_beleaguaed,

smugole our Teporter, Hal Bernton, past
donesian naval blockade into East
Timor to confirm their charges. But each
time, the arrangements fell through.
Meanwhile, we have pieced together
the story from topsecret
and eyewitness accounts. We pub-

column. Now kere is the rest of the story
that Indonesia, with official US. conniv-
ance,hastriedmhldefmmthewarld:
,Flrst,ahltofbackgroma East Timor
was a primitive but placid P
colony until the Ja
.land during World ar 1. Under a harsh
occupaﬁmregtme.the'rhnoresebarame

- donesian generals.

intelligence re-

ports i
lishedtheﬁrstinstalhntinnneaﬂier =

resistance fighters. ‘They Tost ~ 50,000
people before the jstand was liberated.

Then East Timor reverted quietly back
to colonial status. Not until August 1975
did the Portuguese finally pull out. A
brief civil conflict between two native
factions brought the Fretilin-party to

power. Though it inciuded some leftist

slements, it was dominated by non-com-

munists dedicated to the ideals of West-

ern democracy.
In Jakarta, meanwhile, the Indonesian

-geueralsdecidedE.ast'I‘lmormsripefor :

plucking. They decided to test the
strength of the new nation with 2 covert
military probe. Relates a classified US.
intelligence repors, dated Sept. 18, 1975:

and Indonesian-trained
crossed the border. But
soldiers met stiff resis-
tance from Fretilin fighters and were
forced to fall back.”

An alarmed
nom,sentambleto.]a}mrta,oﬂerlngw
coopérate with Indonesiz. The olive
braneh was brusquely réjected by the In-
They were “losing pe-
tience” according to 2 secret report,
swith President Suharto's go-slow .ap-
proach to the Portuguese Timor problem
and...prminghimtoauthorhedirect
military intervention.” -

Dec. 8, 1975, an intelligence ‘dis-

#A eombined force of some 200

forces troops

ing Indonesian civilian

ers have decided that the only solution
ﬁergueseTﬁnorﬂwzﬁonisfor.m-
donestd to lau't'u:h an open offensive

seized the is- - against

Fretilin.
But it 'wes essential to neutralize the
United States. For the Indonesian army

Ighoréd

Fretilin Ieada", Ramos .

- international

~<lied heavily on US, arms which, ungler
our laws, coulgnotbeusedforaggres-

‘As it happened, President Gerald Ford
-was on his way to Indonesia for a state
visit. An intelligence report forewarned
that Suharto would bring up-the Timor
jssue and would “try and elicit a sympa-
thetic attitude” from Ford.

-~ mhat Subarto succeeded is confirmed

by Ford himself. The United States had

-~ guffered ‘a devastating setback in Viet-

nam, leaving: Indonesia as the most im-
portant American ally in the area. hido-
nesia was also & major ol producer at a
time when the United States was begin-
ming to feel the petroleum pinch. Against
this backeround, the remote little nation
of East Timor may have seemed insignif-

dcant.
* Ford also received the impression, he
told us, that Suharto planned not to stage

..an invasion but to put down & rebellion.

The US. national interest, Ford con-
-clug'let_l,j“hadtobeontheside.oﬂndnne-

Bin.
- Put ft was naked aggression agaipst
‘apother nation that the Indonesians had
in mind. Ford gave his tacit approval on
Dec. 6, 1975. The Indonesians struck the
following day —.on the 34th anniversary
of our own Pear] Harbor. :
Footnote: Five days after the blitzkrieg
{nvasion; -the United Nations voted to
‘condemn the attack as an arrant act of
aggression. But the United
States turned a deaf earto the death cry
‘of the young nation. On -or-~

ung strugeling
. ders from Washington, the United States

abstained from voting- Thereafter, the
US. delegate maneuvered behind the
scenes to resist UN. moves aimed at forc-
ing Indonesia to give up its conquest.
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Jack Anderson

Island Losing a Lonely, Infamous War

An apguished voice drifted across
the airwaves kike a cry in the wind.
“Women and children are being shot
in the streets! We are all going to be
killed!” cried the disembodied voice. “1
repeat, we are all going to be killed!
This is an appeal for international
help. . . . Please help us!” Then there
was silence.

The desperate plea was picked up on
short-wave radio in the earjy dawn of
Dec. 7. But it was 1975, not 1841; East
Timor, not Pear] Harbor. And the ag-
gressors were not Japanese but Indo-
nesiens armed with U.S. weapons.
They swept through the independent

.nation of East Timor, gunning down

innocent civilians in the streets, just as
the haunting voice had charged.

It was a day of irony as well as in-
famy. The last time Timor was overrun
by foreign troops, the invaders were
Japanese. The impoverished people
who lived there had formed an under-
ground to fight on the side of the
United States. But three decades later,
the United States supported the ag-
gressors. President Gerald Ford gave
his tacit approval for the invasion on
Dec. 6, 1975.

The world scarcely noticed the ob-
scure war raging on this isolated,
Rommu::us oai:l:nlg 400 miles off the

ustral ¢ most newspapers,
the aggression was capsuled in a few
peragraphs on the inside pages. The

laintive appeal for help was ignored

y those who heard it. It was the last
gasp of a tiny radio station in the capi-
:al city of Dii, followed by omineus si-

ence.

Indonesia threw a naval blockade
around the island, ostensibly to pre-

vent arms from reaching guerrillas in
the mountains. But the blockade also
screened < the news that filtered
through to the outside world.

Exiles who escaped from the island
appealéd to the United Nations, which
-sent a fact-finding team to Timor. The
group was given the Potemkin villa
treatment; they were led by the Indo-
nesian conquerors through carefully,
arranged peaceful scenes. The -con-
ducted tour was so flagrantly phony
that the U.N. observers flew to Aus-
tralia and tried to hire & Portuguese
frigate to transport them secretly back
to Timor to visit the guerrilla camps in
the jungle outback.

Somehow, the Indonesians learned
that the U.N. mission was preparing to
sneak onto the island. They were s0
upset over the embarrassments that
might be uncovered, according to in-
telligence reports, that the authorities
in Jakarta actually considered sinking
the frigate with the U.N. observers on
board. US. intelligence agencies
learned of the bizarre plot but buried
the information deep in their files
without alerting the U.N. representa-
tives that their ship might be torpe-

Meanwhile, the Indonesian forces
hastily launched a fierce offensive
against the guerrillas, making it im-
possible for the U.N. team to find &
safe place to land in Timor. The
frustrated U.N. re(?resentatives, led by
Italy's W e Guecciardi, finally re-

- turned to file a timid report confessing
that the truth about the Timor tragedy

“remains elusive.”
Exile leaders spent months trying tor
complete arrangements to smuggle

our associate, Hal Bernton, past the
naval blockade to a secret landing spot -+
on the shores of East Titnor. But it was
never quite possibie to coordinate the
venture.

Instead, we agreed to seek -out the
facts from here. US. sources have
shown us secret reports; eyewitnesses
have given us first-hand accounts. A
'year ago, our ambassador to Indonesia,
Edward Masters, was able to visit East
Timor under Indonesian auspices. -
More recently, relief agencies have
been admitted to the area. We have -
seen their reports. .

The East Timor population in 1974 .
was estimated at more than 600,000, :
now it is believed to be scarcely half :-
that number. The rest apparently have .-
been wiped out by warfare, disease -
and starvation. 3

The sutvivors live in abject poverty.
Their riceand-coconut economy has “:
collapsed -under the ravages of war. ::
‘The population in the countryside has .
been starved deliberately to stifie the -

¢ resistance movement.

The errilla forces are being -
eroded by casualties and defections. .-
The resistance has been weakened fur- -

. ther by squabbiing among its mili
‘and political leaders. g =24

Benighted U.S, policies have helped -
te bring this about. By supporting In- -.
donesia’s ruthless rule, the United .”
States brought distavor upon the pro-
American moderste. ;

Thus the United States has been a -
shameful accomplice in the suppres- -
sion of our former allies on East .
Timor. When the resistance at last '
dies, there probably won't be even a -
despairing voice crying out over short-
wave radio. :
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ANDE
Genocide in Timor
Suppeorted by US.-

Washington—An anguished voice drifted
across the air waves like a cry in the wind,
“Wemen and children are being-shot in the
streets! We s.reallgoingtobe‘ illed!” cried the
disembodied voice. “I repeat, we are all going to
be killed! This is an appeal for international help
. . . Please help us!” Then there was silence.

The desperate plea was picked up on short-
wave redio in the early dawn of Dec. 7,-1975,
from East Timor, The aggressors were Indone-
siang armed with U.S. weapons. They swept
through the independent nation of East Timor,

Jack Anderson is a syndicated columnist.

gunning down innocent civilians in the streets,
just es the haunting voice had

It was a day of irony as well as infamy. The
last time Timor had been overrun by foreign
troops, the invaders had been Japanese. The jm=
poverished people who lived there had formed an -
und; ecau.:‘ni t.loa fight on the griti?l :f, the U.S. But
three es later, we suppu: & AEETEEB0TE.
President Gerald Ford gave his tacit approval on
Dec. 6, 1975, for the invasion.

The world scarcely noticed the obacure war,
which raged on this isoleted, rugged, mountain-
ous island 400 miles off the Australian coast.
The plaintive appeal for heip was ignored by
those who heard it. It was the iast gglsrlof a tiny
radio station in the capital city of Dili.

Exiles who escaped from the island appealed
to the United Nations, which sent a fact-finding
team to Timor. The conducted tour was eo fla-
g:‘tinﬂy phogy that the UN Obﬁertie

a timid report eonfessmg t
about Timor "remains elusive.

Recen_‘_ttly, U&ss. sources have f:“m Us new
top-secrét reports; eyewitnesses have given us
first-hand accounts. gina.lly, relief agencies have
also been admitted to the area. We have seen
their reports,

The toll of the dear and dying can onlybe de-
scribed as genocide. No body count has been tak-
en. But the population in 1974 was estimsted at
more than 600,000; now it is believed to be half
that number. "The rest apparently have been
wiped out by warfare, disease and starvatiom”

The survivors live in abject poverty. Their
rice-and-coconut econ has coliapsed under
the ravages of war. The population in the
countryside has been deliberately starved in or-
der to stifle the resistance movement. Slowly but
gurely, the guerrilla forces are being eroded by
casualties and defections.

The leadership has passed largely from free-
dom-loving moderates to hard-core radicals. By
supporting Indonesia’s ruthless rule, the U.S.

' brought- disfaverupon the' pro-Americar moder-
.ates and has béen a shameful actomplce in the
Blippreasfon of our former allies on East Timor.
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Efack Andersonj

300,000 Die; U. S. Idle

WASHINGTON — Now and then, a
story cries out to be told. The tragedy of
East Timor is such a sto-
ry. It should not go ig-
nored by those who claim 358
membership in the human §
race.

Malnutrition and death ¥
have aiways been com-
monplace in East Timor,
a piece of earth abused by ¥
man and nature. Thek
688,880 pedple of this re-
mote country — a rugged,
mountainous island ;
slightly larger than the state of Connecti-
cut — were accustomed to hardship. For
most-of them, life was labor and death
came early.

But they were unprepared for the
slaughter that began en Dec. 7, 1975, when
the Indonesians overran the island. The
invaders: biudgeoned and starved the po-
pulace into submission. Today, there are
an estimated 300,000 survivors — the rest
wiped out by warfare, disease and starva-
tion.

The world seemed oblivicus to the des-
perate plight of these beleaguered; iso-
lated people. Some of their leaders
escaped, sought us out and begged us to
tell their story. They trisd for months to-
smuggle our reporter, Hal Bernton, past
the Indonesian naval blockade into East
Timor to confirm their charges of car-
nage. But each time, the arrangements
fell through,

Meanwhile, we have pieced together the
story from top-secret intelligence reports
and eyewitness accounts.

FIRST, a bit of background. East Timor
was a primitive but placid Portuguese col-
ony until the Japanese seized the island

S
Anderson

| during World War. II. Under a harsh oceu-

pation regime, the Timorese became re-
sistance fighters. They lost 50,000 people
before the island was liberated.

Then East Timor reverted quietly back
to colonial status. Not until August 1975,
did the Portuguese finally pult out. A brief
civil conflict between two native factions
brought the Fretilin party to power.
Though it included some leftist elements,
it was dominated by non-Communists ded-
icated to the ideals of Western democra-
cy.
In Jakarta, meanwhile, the Indonesian
generals decided East Timor was ripe for
plucking. They decided to test the strength
of the new nation with a covert military
probe. Relates a classified U.S. intelli-
gence report, dated Sept. 19, 1975: “A
combined force of some 200 special-forces
troops and Indonesian-trained guerrilla
troops crossed the border. But the Indone-
sian soldiers met stiff resistance from

- Fretilin fighters and were forced to fall

ba ”

An alarmed Fretilin leader, Ramos
Horta, sent a cable to Jakarta, offering to
cooperate with Indonesia. The olive..
branch was brusquely rejected by the In-
donesian generals. They were “losing
patience,” according to a secret report,
‘“with President Suharto’s go-slow ap-
proach to the Portuguese Timor problem
and . . . pressing him to authorize direct

" military intervention.”

By Dec. 3, 1975, an intelligence dispatch
to Washington reported that the hawkish
generais had triumphed: “Ranking In-
donesian civilian government leaders
have decided that the only solution in the
Portuguese Timor situation is for In-
donesia to launch an open offensive
against Fretilin.”

BUT IT WAS ESSENTIAL to neutralize
the United States. For the Indonesian
army relied heavily on U.S. arms which,
under our laws, could not be used for
aggression.

As it happened, President Gerald Ford
was on his way to Indonesia for a state
visit. An intelligence report forewarned
that Subarto would bring up the Timor
issue and would “try and elicit a sympa-
thetic attitude” from Ford.

That Subarto succeeded is confirmed by
Ford himself. The United States had suf-
fered a devastating setback in Vietnam,
leaving Indonesia as the most important
American ally in the area. Indonesia was
also a major oil producer at a time that
the United States was beginning to feel the
petroleum pinch. Against this back-

und, the remote little nation of East
imaor may have seemed insignificant.

Ford also received the impression, he
told us, that Suharto planned not to stage
an invasion but to put down a rebellion.
The U.S. national interest, Ford conclud-
ed; “had to be on the side of Indonesia.”

But it was naked aggression against an-
other nation that the Indonesians had in
mind. Ford gave his tacit approval on
Dec. 6, 1975. The Indonesians struck the
following day — on the 34th anniversary
of our own Pearl Harbor.

BY THE DAWN'S EARLY LIGHT, In-
donesian warships began shelling the
sleeping seaport of Dili. Terrorized men,
women and children, aroused out of their
beds, stumbled into the streets. From the
skies, Indonesian paratroopers dropped on
the town and opened fire indiscriminately
on the milling townspeople.

The Fretilin fighting forces, caught
unawares, put up no resistance. But grief
turned to anger, and anger to acticn. They
withdrew to the mountains and began a
long, losing, guerrilla campaign.




,_,) ) Apartade 33
,\,oé,-ir P | Rio de Mouro
0 &LA 2 Weﬁ .l!(2735* Cacem
' PORTUGAL |
January 10
Dear Arnold, Enclosed is a slightly crazy propessl you might be imterested
in lookimg at. 1'd appreciate if you'd let me know mEEmkxix your feelimgs
as goan as possible.

Haven"t got time to write much. Tatest news I have is that Rogerio
Lobato is im Angola, havimg travellwd orn kwx from Maputo, after receiving
pledges ef support end molidarity’ from Samora Machel. The same is
expected of Neto. FRETILIN have anmoumeed a nmew ruling *troikat consisting |
aff Carvarinhom, Vicente Rgis and onme other, urmmamed,persom drawn from the |
Central Committee. My feeling is thet this appointment: was made from outsié
de and that there is no real imformatiom about whether the people mamed
are still fighting, dead, or im Indoms hands. I may be wrong.'.‘ I'y anxiously
eawaitimg more reliable news from Dili, whick I may have in a few days.

I hed a letter from Noam yesterday, améd will ©bYe replying soon. TAPOE
have provided me with some money to finish the refugee testimony report,
whiech I hope to be gble to produce very goon,

Keep well, {
regards

S N—
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; '5 Tne Agency for Intemational Development Washington, DC. 20523
FOR RELEASH AID-79-101

Contact: John Metelsky
(202) 632-8332

) TWO U.S. RELIEF AGENCIES
TO AID EAST TIMOR VILLAGERS

The Agency ﬁpr International Development is providing grants
of $751,100 to Catholic Relief Services and $500,000 to the
International Committee of the Red Cross to help 200,000 displaced
villagers on the Indonesian island of East Timor.

These grants bring to approximately $8 million U.S5. Government
assistance in food and other relief supplies to people of East
Timor. -

CRS, a private voluntary agency, will airlift food and medical
supplies to Timorese in isolated villages using chartered heli-
copters and two chartered barges will be used to carry relief
supplies to the people on the north coast.

CRS also will buy medications and vitamin tablets for an
estimated 200,000 people.

The grant to ICRC will enable the-relief agency to continue
airlifts of food and other emergency supplies to remote areas of
the island.

East Timor, about 1,500 miles east of Jakarta, the capital
of Indonesia, is a former Portugese colony and has a population

of about 600,000.

= more -
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Portuguese authority collapsed in Auqust 1975 when civil
war between seéeral Timorese political factions broke out. At
the request of some factions, Indonesia intervened in December
1975 and in July of the following year East Timor was formally
incorporated into Indonesia. Fighting between Indonesian forces
and a Timorese group known as Fretilin continues at a low level.

The disruption of recent years, exacerbated by chronically
poor economic conditions has resulted in the displacement of
some 200,000 mountain tribal people. They now are located in
150 rescttloment villages throughout the island,

Some 60,000 of these villagers are suffering from acute
malnutriton. Many of the children are afflicted with marasmus,

a wasting away of the body caused by severe malnutrition. Many
adults and children also have malaria, parasites, respiratory
infections and skin ulcers.

Last June, the U.S. Ambassador to Indonesia, Edward Masters,
determined that East Timor needed U.S. disaster relief assistance.

AID then gave a $1 million grant to the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) to deliver food and medical assistance
for six months. AID later provided another $300,000 to airlift
supplies.

AID also gave CRS a $671,000 grant to deliver food, medicine,
clothing and soap to people in resettlement villages. In addition,
AID provided CRS with a $150,000 grant to buy 300 tons of corn
seed to enable farmers to plant for the April 1980 harvest. AID
also gave CRS a $777,925 grant to distribute 8,200 metric tons
of U.S. Food for Peace rice and high protein food blends of corn-
soy-milk. The value of the rice and food blends, including
transportation, is about $4 million.

K-CJ-GI g $ - & #



B
NEW REPUBLIC, OCTOBqug¥EB§%T{8g9WITH MORTON KONDRACKE, FOREIGN EDITOR,

KOWDRACKE (after exchange of pleasantries): Here's what I'm going to do --
I'm gonna .. I'm gonna rework this thing ... uhb and and write it under my
own byline but give you fullsome credit..I can do it in an italics below the piece
saying that you're you know youdid research or I can do it in the body of the
story ..the reason I'm doing it is partly for partly for convenience cause I
wanna I wanna say what I wanna say and take take basic responsiblity fot it, it's
not that it would be terribly different from what you say and it will be harder in
the beginning, in fact .. I mean, what I wanna say is that there's something going
on right now thatis as horrible asCambodia and that the U.S. is implicatedin it
and uh

(I try to clarify some things, pay him compliments -- too many, I talked too
much, he was quite nervous and T could have asked him some meaty questions)
I do emphasize clearly that unless I see his piece first I am reluctant to
have my name on it; I suggest a Thursday meeting and "chat"; then I put in something
gbout streotypes he may have off me (re: Camerch & Jeremy meeting)

Kondracke... I don't have any stereotypes...The, the..(stammering) I have no
stereotypes at all, the only , uh, I have no stereotypes, I think as a matter
of of both convenienve and effectiveness it's better if I just do ##f it and
we don't have to dicker over over terminology and

(I say that "I'm interested in only one thing: accuracy ... there are different
ways of approaching it, I believe that my piece was accurate

KONDRACKE: I have no questions about ... I accept your piece I think that the uh
um I have no problems with your piece , I reread it yesterday and I think that
it needed to be it needed to be worked around so that the reader knows at the outset
what we're talking about (talks about latest stuff, including USAID)

I've got two eyewitnesses who've been out there who say that the situation is
as bad or worse than it is in Cambodia, on the Cambodian border# and I think that
that's a good way to start

(I raise "a couple of things") on fee: at normal rate-- he tries to worm
out of it, ("I guess, he seys) I note that it was commissioned
(unnecessary statements) "I guess I can get you the full rate.. I'll
have to work Peretz over, but I'll do my best.,” "As far as I'm concerhed I
will fight like hell." "You'll certsinly be paid, whether you're paid the full
you know rate is ten cents a word , not exactly fulsome anyway..."

KONDRACKE: T would encourage you unless you have other business 1n Washington
not to come down, but you've got your name problem on the thing .."

(Again, I talk too much, cite qualifications, etc,)

T do say that "name problem is a real problem”, emphasize that I don't
want to identify myself with something that I "strongly disagree with,"

KONDRACKE then says that he can just refer to me in the piece as a source
and quote from me , that I've done extensive research and "not affiliate you

with the piece"
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(I come in and state that I still would want to see it, and in all faifness
T should have my name incitided at the bottom , or "Mortbdn Kondracke with Arnold
Kohen, or something”

KONDRACKE: Well, what I don't want to get into is if for example I
ceesee if I say in this piece, which I may well, that uh uh something to
the effect that uhm I really haven't , I've heard reports that , for example,
of brutality on the part of FRETILIN uhm.

tI note that I'm sure there have been at times,it#¥# was war, but if his
3

sources are trying to place the major blame .... I have not found a single
source to ... said Kondracke, but again, T talked too much.

Then he says I'm welcome to come (yeah!)

I say yes, and that I have more stuff from inside government sources., which
T didn't want to get into on the phone, it may help him get some further
information anff make him feel better about the accuracy of it, etc.

KONDRACKE: The problem is that Thursday is late...Thursdsy we could
chenge conceivably fix little things but we can't change anything that's
major in the piece and the issue wopld be you know if you want your nage on
it or you don'¥ wabt your name on it ... I have a feeling that you will not have
any problem having your name on it because the line that I'm prepared to take
is not in any significant way ##, as a matter of fact is not at all different
from , what I'm going to do largely is rewrite the piece, take the same information

nd recast it in, come at it in a different way...

“The adds "not much" concerning FRETILIN brutality, I note that I could reger him
to documents, and other materials by people not on the lefy,eyewitness
testimony, "I think that this is important because this is a kind of classic
case of "blame the victim'"

KONDRACKE, understands that Indonesian pressure helped lead to the civil war etc.
notes that "no one™ has given him any significant information of FRETILIN
brutality, and that he's going to see the Indonesiens today. , I say, good luck,
gsee if they can keep their story straight

KONDRACKE: "There is absolutely no question in my mind where morality and questions
ofustice is in this case, .,

‘I'.
(I sound like agrarian ref@rmer) (really nonsensécal)
KONDRACKE (sarcastic here) I'lve got piles od documents, I've got to through
them all today.

He'll be in wilth xerox copy after 9PM

_changes could-conceivably be made,!but I'm telling you not major changes if you

don't like the piece or ....we cannot tinker a lot at that spage, if it's

largely a question of disassociating yourself from the piece with the understanding
that you'll still get paid or or you know, saying ofay¥,it's subject to I'11

take I'1l take-rthe blame if anything that's not right youn can be referred to as
something in the body of the sﬁpry as someone who's done work in this field

I can quote you or I can put you in at the bottom as researcher or

however you , let me see how much I use what you actually wrote, and how

much T base what I write on all the research that I did(?)

KBNDRACKE: My line is not going to bhe different, certainly not going to be
different. as far as I can see, the State Dept., people have been their actions
in this case suggest to me that your'e thoroughly right , and that they're
ducking , they have not been very cooperative, the disaster relief people
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and they haven't even called me back, I mean Cannon was supposed to work out something
with somebody, Holbrooke is out of the country, Cakley is in New York , and
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410 Stewart Ave.
Ithaca, NY 14850
June 11, 1979

The Editor
The New York Times

To the Editor:

There was an Orwellian irony in the report of a statement
by an Indonesian delegate to the recent meeting of nonaligned nations
in Colombo (news story, June 8, 1979). The delegate, acting as spokesman
for Malaysia and Singapore as well as his own country, reportedly sald
that the three nations "were united in their condemnatlion of the
wholesale killing of civilians when Pol Pot was in power, but
nevertheless supported the seating of the Pol Pot delegation because
of the menner in which a new Government under Heng Samrin was installed
in Phnom Penh with the help of Vietnamese soldiers."

I find this extraordinary: the Indonesian Government has
never expressed the slightest regret over the massacre of 500,000
of 1ts own citizens in the months following General Suharto's milltary
takeover in 1965. There has been a similar lack of official regret
over the tens of thousands of Indonesian politlecal prisoners who,
until largescale releases bhegan eighteen months ago, were all held
under appalling conditions, in most cases for more than twelve years
without trial. According to Amnesty Internmational, at least 20,000 of
these prisoners remain in detentlion.

Nor has the present Indonesian Government shown any qualms
over its December 1975 invasion of the former Portuguese colony of
East Timor. According to authoritative Catholic sources, tens of
thousands of East Timorese have been killed thus far, and these sane
sources assert that Indonesian atrocities continue. While Jakarta
solemnly condemns the Vistnamese invasion of Cambodia, it 1is carrying
out a similar exercise in East Timor, in defiance of six United Nations
resolutions whioch called on Indonesia to withdraw its forces from
the territory, and reaffirmed the right of the East Timorese to
determine thelr own future.

Yours nggerely.

7
él/"“ 2l Keliso
A

rnold S. Kohen

P.S. I am the author of the enclosed Nation article, whlch details
the history of the events. Thank you for your attentlon. I hope
that you are able to publish thls letter.



Outline for OP-ED on Indonesia and the United States

Successive American Administrations have pointed Indonesian President

Suharto's regime as a model of stability, and argue tha¥ continued

U.S. support for that regime is warranted because it is so stable.

In fact, the real reason for this so-called stability is massive U.S.

financial assistance, both firectly and through international

financial institutions effectively unaer American control. U.S.

aid to Indonesia since the Suharto regime came to power in 1965 has

topped $2 billion. On the military side, although 90% of the Indonesian

arsenal is American-supplied (See paget/, June July 1977 Hearings),
that given to

U.S. arms aid to Indonesia falls way below many repressive Third

World regimes such as South Korea and the Philippines. In the wake

of the bloody purge of the Indonesian Left in 1965-66 (which claimed

the lives of at least 500,000 people {source: Indonesian Security
Chief Sudomo, New York Times, April 19, 1978), the United States

did not pour huge quantities of arms into Indonesia; on the contrary,
U.S. advisors argued that since the Left opposition had been effectively
destroyed (leaving hundreds of thousands of political prisoners in

jail, at least 20,000 of whom remain imprisoned to this day after

more than 13 years without trial, according to Amnesty International),
there was little point in a massive inflow of military hardware.

This began to change after the fall of Saigon, and shipments of US
counterinsurgency equipment since 1975 h;seenabled the Suharto gﬁ%me

to carry out its brutal campaign in East ¥imor {(See enclosed tables for

military aid figures.)
The State Department has admitted (See June

July 1977 Hearings, pageéz_) that the Indonesian military would have
had a difficult time conducting an operation om the scale it has done

(and continues to do) in East Timor were it not for American-supplied

materiel. The US shipped counterinsurgency planes to Indonesia in 1976



and 1977 that were ideally suited for service 1n MWmﬂ TIiMOT (oce
1978 Anderson testimony); it is erucial to understand that the Indonesian
military lacked such equipment prior to the U.S. shipments.

How has US financial assistance affected the "stability"
of the Suharto regime? According to Anderson, US aid has enabled the
regime to buy off the government bureaucracy, has made many generals

fabulously wealthy, but has in no way encouraged the regime to broaden

its base of support. (On the bharrowing of support for the regime,
see Anderson's succinct article in the Southeast Asia Chronicle)

[



At the same time, official corruption has been monumental. In

1976,

Yhe military-run State 0il company, Pertamina, went bankrupt with at

least $10 Billion in debts ; Indonesia has the distinction of

being

the only OPEC country to have its state 0il company go bankrupt

(For details of corruption, see Anderson Chrohicle article; for

further details, see Student White Book of 1978, which will b

e

mailed to you; it also contains information of Suharto's personal

wealth). Indonesia also has the distinetion of being the world's

#1 importer of rice. These and other factérs led to the brief

student protests of early 1978, which resulted in a crackdown

against

even the mildest forms of peaceful dissent. Thityy one student

leaders are currently on trial under archaic colonial laws (&

insulting

the Head of State™, which Previously applied to the Queen of the

Netherlands), Precisely for daring to publicly challenge the

Subarto regime's notions of development; it should be stressed that

by no stretch of the imagination can these students be called

leftists or communists. The Suharto regime has in fact created

a whole new set of opponents, including the Islamic parties that

originally were BEHEE A/ BEBE S £ Supporters of Suharto.
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‘The New Order # regime of President Suharto has remained
n"gtable" thus far only because of massive US aid; even with this
aid, it id doubtful that the regime will remain stable any longer
dwmuﬁwum short-run.

Concerning Timor: The aggressiveness of the military regime
fall u&a&?ﬁ@ traditionall & x.xirgh\:u&x
has shown its“force in East Timor, where any/'eonabrad: ilm wartime

situations have been mdmmn&n ﬁammm the International Red Cross).
Recent reports from church sources say that # from 60,000 to as many
as 200,000 East Timorese have died in the former Portuguese colony
since Indonesia's December 1975 invasilon; according to hhese sources,
as many as 100,000 civilians may have died thus far from starvation
alone (while Jakarta bars independent international voluntary

agencies from operating in the terrdatory, which had a population

of 650,000 before the Indonesian invasion. Jakarta has defied six UN
December

resolutions, the most recent in BA#EHBE##1978. (For details

of Jakarta's mass killing in East Timor, see my Nation piece;

also good quotes that Noam uses in his Inquiry piece; Catholic

Belief Services in New York (DON'T QUOTEL THEM!, say 'Church sources''.

which was our agreement) recently told me that there is no reason to
believe that Indonesian atrocities aren't continuing; that fighting
is continuing; that the Indonesians continue to admit agencies such as

£
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410 Stewart Ave,

Ithaca, NY 14850
August 9, 1979

Morton Kondracke
THE New Republic

Dear Mr, Kondracke,

At the request of Bonnie Wilker Stephens, I am sending you
a copy of a preface that Noam Chomsky has recently written for a short book
on Eagst Timor. I am also enclosing some recent, pertinent materials from the
press. Chomsky informs me that you may soon be contacting me concerning a
possible article on East Timor for INR.

As an avid reader of TNR , I noticed with interest an article
in your most current issue on the plight of Rumanian Jews who had fled the Iromn
Guard regime during the last world war. That situation is of great personal significance
to me, as my family on my father's side -- a large one, I might add -— are Rumanian
Jews, and some were still there during the Iron Guard butchery. I have always
been haunted by accounts of those incidents, and perhaps in part for this
reasony my interest and concerm were strongly aroused during the early days of
Indonesia'd December 1975 invasion of East Tamor. Then and since, numerous
reports of largescale Indonesian atrocities have appeared in the Australian press,
have been reported by many reliable church officials and, indeed, from
Indonesians who are horrified at their government's actions. The more that I have
learned about the situation in East Timor, the more I have realized how little

progress we have made since those bloody days in Bucharest nearly four decaded
ago.

Indonesian atrocities are continuing in East Timor, while even
gsome of those who are aware of the situation prefer to remain silent. The Timorese
are an inconvenience to much of the world, just as the European Jew was an
inconvenience to many in the West forty years ago. I hope that the Hew Republic
will agree that the question of East Timor requires urgent, jimmediate and serious
attention. We scorn the victims of Bucharest by ignoring the victims of today.

The Timorese # I saw recently in refugee camps outside of Lisbon had the dazed
look of the Jews who survived Hitler's genocide. They both have claims on our

concexm.
Sincerely, _
W( /Jm"\

Arnold S. Kohen

Telephone: 607-272-7557 home
607-2#2## 256-3619 office



Letters Editer
Newsday
550 Stemrt Ave., Garden City, N.Y. 11530

Seme considered remarks cencerning Arnoeld Kehen's article
"We Must Oppese the Occupatien of East Timer™ (Jul. 25) and
John Metzler’'s letter in respense (Aug. 2):

First, Newsday is te be commended fer printing Mr. Kehen's
pPiece. Considering the facts--that while the U.S. Gev't was
not responsible for the Indonesisn invasien and subsequent
ravaging of East Timer, it prebably could have prevented it,
and even now coeuld exercise a positive influence--the almost
complete silence by the Ameriecan press on the issue is dis-
turbing and all but inexplicable,

Secondly, Mr, Metzler was incerrect oen a number of peints.
FRETILIN, the native Timerese resistance greup, was net and
is not "a darling of the East Bloc."” The Soviets have been
ags mum en the situatien as has the U.,S.--the former te curry
faver with the Indenesian military dictateship, the latter te
continueiits luerative partnership with that regime in ex-
ploiting the Indenesian land and its peeple., And in writing
that "The Indonesian iEvasion came many leng months after
bitter internecine cié%l war had already kpmms started,”

Mr. Metzler is supperting the same fallacy that our State

Dept. uses to justify Indenesia's brutal military annexation.

In fact the "eivil war" was won handily by FEeiE=eEses. FRETILIN
in several weeks, after enly a few thousand casualties (as has
been reperted by respensible, on-the-scene Australian jeurnal-
ists). When the Indeonesians invaded en Dec. 7 1975, East Timer
wasz at peace. FRETILIN had even kept the Portuguese flag flying,

heping their former colonial masters would return te effect an

Ofder‘r}f ','Yth-Fe-( g‘f Povfer. (MORE)
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Finally we wonder what Lester Welff, our Long Ialand
Demecrat, has te say about all this, Considering his
ehairmanship ef the House Subcemmittee on Asian and Pacifie
Affairs, and his recent grandatanding en his Vietnam trip
and the boat people isamue, perhaps he ceuld shew some cen-
cern fer the less glamoreous situatien ef these 1,200 Timorese

near Lisben, "refugees from one of the world's least known

wars."”
Mark Sanberne
Bill Regers
Nerthpert
Sanberne : Reg
29 Locust Rd., Nerthpert 39 Gelener Dr., Nerthpert
261-0648 757=1481

J(NOTE: +the writers are members of Cernell University's "Friends
of Indonesia" seciety.



TO: Members of the House
FROM: Bruce P. Cameron, '
Foreign Policy Director, ADA September 4, 1979

This week you will be voting on the Foreign Assistance
and Related Programs Appropriations Bill.. In this letter
I would like to bring to yuur attention the activities of
a particular government in Southeast Asia.

il Th%s government has tens of thousands of political
prisoners, most of them imprisoned at the time this
government attained power: - -

2. This government has invaded and is attempting to

iy :_-.force'itS}will on a. neighboring country.

3. For all practical purposes, this government has
sealed off the country it has invaded from out-
side inspection and scrutiny.

O, RS- el v e )

4. This .government has. ignored. the international com-
munity's condemnation of its invasion and the de-

-~ - mand that it withdraw its troops, confident that
its major ally will continue to supply it with
even more- arms to conduct its occupation.

5: Officials of this government sell visas costing
up to $5000 to people who wrsh to seek refuge in
the West.

o : 3 = Vo = F Ly

6. Tens if not hundreds of: thousands of people in the

invaded country are facing starvation, and the inter-

national community has done little to .assist.:

I am talking about Indonesia. The.country invaded was
East Timor. The supplier country--which helps sustain the
invasion against. popular opposition--is not the Soviet Union,
but the United States.

- et pm PR e TR -

You have probably ncot heard about East Timor or the
continuing invasion of that country by Indonesia. The
State Department systematically distorts our view of the
situation there. The U.S. and most 'of the Western media
ignore it.  The information in this letter comes primarily
from Indonesian Catholic sources rdlayed either through
Australian or-United Nations agencies.
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East Timor is a former Portuguese colony which
ooccupies the eastern half of an island in the Indonesian
Archipelago close to Australia. On December 7, 1575, the
Indonesian government launched a full scale invasion of that
territory.

In its continuing efforts to subdue the population,
the Indonesian army--directly:z - indirectly--has been re-~
sponsible for the deaths of well over 100,000 people,
probably closer to 200,00u. iuuonesia’'s policies of
crop defoliation, crop burnings. isolating portions of the
population in areas withou: food, all have created a situa-
tion where tens of thousands are starving.

A July 1979 report Dby Australian aid agencies, who
have been barred from East Timor but heve received infor-
mation from church sourceaz, paints a grim picture of con-
centration camp-style "strategic centers" set up by the
Indonesian army to control ithe captive population. Many
deaths are recorded in these "conters" from starvation and
disease.

The most startling information to be received recently
came from the Indonesian Assistant of Defense and Security
of the Regional Territory of East Timor. 1In October 1978,
he estimated the populaticn of Ecst Timor to be 329,271.

In 1974, the diocase of Dili, the capital of East Timor,
estimated the toi:al pcpulation %o be 683,769, 4 discrepancy
of 359,198 prople. Census estimates of this type are not
reliak;3; nevertheless, scnething is happening in Fast Timor
which deserves seriowvs attantion.

At the time of the invasicn, the ruling force in
East Timor was FRETZLIN, +hich enjoved widespread support.
.In a e¢ivil war betwecn rival indepsndence forces in September
of 1975, FRETELIN gained power and on both sides no more
than 3,000 people ware killed:’

Since the Indom~zin- iu‘lieamtmy ~€ Tast Timcr, the )
United States has grenitco rurAcfcsia $178,328,000 in military
aid, in addition to cazr uwlirer. In late 1977, when Indo-
nesian military equipmzot =2z in 3hooi zupply, U.S. aid
andr sales were crucial in ca2uiing the Indonesian army
to launch new offensives znd comualt new atrocities. In
the years 1976, 1977, and 1273, the U.S., the Asian Develop-
ment Bank, and the World Eank have provided Indonesia with
more than $2,200,000,000 in econcmic aid. To the best of
our knowledge, thz only aid that has reached the Last Timorese
from these sources in all thzse years has been military aid,
American guns, bullets, counterinsurgency aircraft, and the
like, which have been instruments of death, not economic well

being.



In summary, the United States government, curing
both the Ford and the Carter Administrations, has been
a pvartner of the Indonesian government in its suppression
of the East Timorese. The State Department has admitted
that over 90 percent of Indonesia's armaments are supplied
by the U.S. In its public posture on the East Timor situa-
tion, the State Department makes statements worthy of
Pravda in the time of Stalin. Massacres and brutal atroc-
ities are converted into "efforts to ease the plicht of
impoverished people.” fThose who finally abandon the resis-
tance effort and leave the rubble of their devastated
villages and defoliated fields are "seeking protection in
tge afeas controlled by the Indonesian government.' (emphasis
added

The Carter human-~rights policy has not applied in
the case of Indonesia and East Timor. 1In dealing with
Indonesia, the Administration has pursued a policy of
"all carrots amd no sticks" and not surprisingly the
Indonesian government has continue@ its baximroms., policies.

While the State Department has covered up and dis-
torted the plight of the people of East Timor, it has not
been sparing in its criticism of Vietnam and in its etforts
to focus world attention on refugees from Vietnam. ARA
has no quarrel with U.S. condemnation of the Vietnamese
government. In July, ADA's National Board unanircus Ly
adopted a resolution strongly condemning the solicies of
the Vietnamese government.

But the board also dhserved that U.S. policr toward
Vietnam has been one of "all sticks and no carrots.® The
United States has offered no incentives to the Vietnamese
government to change its policies. The Unitec¢ States has:
tilted toward China in the Vietnamese-Chinese conflict.
With China, the United States has coordinated an interna-—
tional effort to encourage other countries, notakly the
Nordic countries and Japan, to withdraw aid to Vietnam.
Since the end of the war in Vietnam, total U.S. aid is
zero. Total new aid from the international agencies to
which the United States contributes has been on the crder
of $60 to $80 million, all from U.N. agencies. The U.S.
Treasury Department is working vigorously to insure that
& 560 million loan to Vietnam from the International Develoo-
ment Agency will not be dispersed and that no new loans
will be made to Vietnam by the international banks.



The State Department would have us believe thrt its
motivation is simply humanitarian, that its effcrts to
stop aid are to persuade the Vietnamese government to
change its policy towards its citizens. But the Indo-
nesian case demonstrates unequivocally that the State
Department is willing to overlook enormous atrocities.

I believe that the evidence is clear. In relation-
ships with the governments of East Asia(as opposed to
individual refugees), promoting greater respect for human
rights now pugys almost no part in U.S. policy. But it
should--not only because people are important, but also
because such a policy would be in our national interest.
It is in our interest that Vietnam not export refugees to
other countries in Southeast Asia. Therefore it is in
our interest that Vietnam not become paranoid about U.S5.-
Chinese collusion and make preparations for further war,
but instead concentrate on economic development. It is
in our interest to have a Vietnamese economy strong enough
to offer incentives for most people to stay (under no
possible scenario will all want to remain).

In the case of Indonesia, our national-interest stake
in seeing an end of atrocities in East Timor is somewhat
less. The Indonesians after all are not sending Zast
Timorese refugees out in open boats to die at sea ortc
‘become burdens on other countries. But it is not good
for the health of any democracy to £ill a major rcle in
the suppression of another people. It is also not good
for Indonesia--a poor country with a mixed recoréd in
economic development--to divert so much of its rescurces
to an occupation that it likely cannot win sherc of geno-
cide.

To conclude, ADA urges your support of two changes
in the foreign aid bill:

1. The prohibition against direct aid to Vietram,
Cambodia, and Laos should be lifted. Il'inimally,
the President should have discretion to provide
humanitarian aid to the peoples of these countries.

2, Military aid to Indonesia should be prohibited
and the funds shifted to provide for humanitarian
relief to the Dast Timorese through international
agencies or private organizations.



T0: Tony
FROM: Marty

QUESTIONS FOR EAST TIMOR HEARING:

It is my understanding that there will be three groups of individuals
testifying. The first group will consist of Congressman Harkin and Bruce Cameron
of ADA. The second will be a representative from Catholic Relief Services (known
as CRS). The third group will be the U. S. government representatives. Richard
Holbrooke will be the principal witness in this group. Chris Holmes of A.I.D.
will accompany him, and the U. S. Ambassador to Indonesia, Amb. Masters, also is
expected to be there. Here are some questions for each group:

For Harkin and Cameron:

- How Tong has the extent of the starvation and dying in East Timor been known
to the United States government?

- It is my understanding that some 300,000 peopie have come down from the moun-
tains in East Timor and have gone to refugee camps. What has been happening
to those who survive? Are they permitted to return to their original homes?
Are they just kept indefinitely in these camps?

- Who are the people who are starving? Are they mainly women and children, like
in Cambodia? Are there significant anti-Indonesian forces still in hiding?

For the Catholic Relief Services representative:

- What oversight or monitoring mechanisms does CRS employ to insure that its
food and supplies get to the needy people?

- Do you have any difficulty in getting into East Timor or in moving around
once you are there?

- When did you start your assistance programs? Are other international groups
trying to join with you in your efforts?

- Aren't most of the CRS people in East Timor from Indonesia? Does this put them

in a difficult position in dealing with the Indonesian authorities on the scene
in East Timor?

For the U. S. Government peopie (Holbrooke,Holmes, and Masters):

- The claim has been made that as many as 200,000 of East Timor's population of
650,000 have been killed since the Indonesian invasion in December, 1975. How
many are estimated to have been killed by military action and how many by star-
vation and disease?

FOLLOWUP: The Manchester Guardian on Nov. 12 of this year stated, and I quote:
"There is a weight of evidence that the famine is the result of the use of star-

vation as a military strategy to crush opposition to Indonesia's takeover." Is
this true? =i

= In the September 29 issue of Far Eastern Economic Review in 1978 , there was an
extensive article about the starvation and disease in East Timor. The article
pointed out how 500 refugees a month were dying in one district alone in East
Timor. If the situation was that serious, why did the United States wait until
this year to determine that the disaster there warranted U. S. assistance?
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- It is my understanding that displaced people and famine have been caused by
the war situation in East Timor. Is the fighting over, or can we expect more
refugees and starvation?

- When did we first learn about the scale of the famine and disease in East
Timor?
FOLLOWUP: Why has it taken us so long to respond? Are our assistance pro-
cedures slow and cumbersome to implement?

- What is the State Department doing to facilitate a more international response
to the situation in Timor?

- What other groups have indicated that they wish to participate in the relief
effort in East Timor? Are we promoting their cause with the Indonesian
government?

- Is the Indonesian government permitting the International Committee of the
Red Cross to enter East Timor? Why aren't there more ICRC people in there?

- Throwing money at a situation 1ike this is not an effective way of fighting
famine and disease unless the programs are effectively implemented. How does
A.I.D. monitor its assistance to make sure that it gets to those who need it?

- Is relief assistance for East Timor being planned in the budget for the coming
fiscal year?



Dzc. 23, 1379
Dear Skeptic2l Journ.list,

_nelos:d is the Dz2c. 14 London Times pi=ce. It1]1 make ny
reservations cl2ar in due= course, but first let nme statsz & general
principls.

In the enclosed Sapt. 76 ilichacl Richardson articls,
he statass that "Indonssia's credibility is low," and observes that,
for onz, Jak-rt: hzd rofussd (again, this was Sept. 76) to 21low in
th2 ICRC, contrary to thair promisss. Hecalljth%;,The,ICRC only

5 s = g A oA el z
began .ts oprcr:tions in Qct —-- jand afbun tc&fiw@ so nzny lizs in
thi interim thaet Richardson, & busy nan, probably can't even rzmember
them all. and rocall that when an smergency food and madicnl situation
was exvosed for all (a2ll that wanbad to, that is) to s== in 3ept, 78,
th= Indonssian nilitary still kept pseople like ICRC out of thz picture.
They wouldn't even let “Franx® ("I ride in a choppzr eighteen hours
a day“)Carlin of CHS into the territory until a faw monihs 2zo.
Becall thz2t in Oct. 78, & few weeks after ths grin conditions were
unveilszd, litks Rickardson revorbad that the Indonesian military
(bmmﬁﬁibﬂﬁdx&ﬁuibhﬁﬁk would market Timor coffee worth some 37.5
million ir 1978. "larksting of ths coffes comes at a tine when
the Indonesian governmaent has just made an appeal for international
relief assistance in _ast Timor" said Richardson. And of courss, tne
apov.al for 2id did not include an apneal fot outside observers or
medical personnsl -- just send us the stuff, Western friends ==
g* any rate, anclosed is the clipving. In 1977 Richardson did a lonz,
two-part serics on how valuable the Tinor coffee had bacomey,wﬁ'?am%
dhan  OPed  Hap Tarntaear asy

What rsason is thérs, now, in Dec. ## 79, for anyone with an

ounce of common sense (and integrity) to take Jakarta at face value?

LIS

Yat, in an article that gets it right in certain key rnosSnscis,
David Watts manoges to zensrallize his observation of four “centres"
into an evalustion of the territory=wide ald prozram. As I told
you, I'm awalting n=ws fron London on how Waztts man:gad to rsxch
his econclusions, but in tha interim, let me make a few obssrvztions.

On konday thz 17th, I spoke with llg. Clarswmont (sni) of IC2C,
New York, and she sa2id that sons of their villaz=g (they hava & 123
were on the roazd to racovary, while others were still Myzry, very <
critical." Onz would assume that the Indonssizns would take visitors
to somz of the bettzr ICRC citss which, one would also #d&a4 aro
more Sccure nilitarily than CRS ar-as,

From Watts' deoseriptiond of the Fkassii#rifasiint cenlres
he visited, it se-ms that thsy weras ICRC zreas. How can he possibtly
¥now what things ar: like in CR3' 120 ar-as? He notes that the tour
was supervisszd by the Indonssian military, yet is somehow able to

conciuds, from a limited sampl that may well be unrspresentative,
that "tne relief progr:mues ars working well now." I don't und-rszard

it.
I also don't understand the overall figures. Kondracke WS
told in late October thuat 250,000 peovple weres in resettlensnt camps. (7%
Nov.%) On the onz hand, oparh:wms 50,000 have gotisn batter and ars no
Tonszer recciving relisf supplics. On the other, is the'sdainistraticn
(21long with Jakarta) working to min'mize the problem? e really den't



s
know, do we« In his Nov. 6 article, cven Pator dodgers sald that th:
figures was 300,000, "whose conditlon, according to reli:f worisers,
ranges Trom ‘bad to criticzlt?, Low, &4 it muy b postivle that
102,000 n=onls had ricovarzd wz2ll <nough in one nmonth to be dronpezd
fron ths "rzlisf rolss", to coin a phrase -~ 1T rea1ly don't know
enouzh about such operations to know -- but it doesn't sesm too
likely, =ziven that the Indonesians as W“ll as the State D nt.
say that thosz living in or arourd the "regroumment arsis" are zoing
to stay there, at least for row -- has_ thare haegn enoucn time for 2 haur
8t in one nonth? There ars a lot of ununswerad guastionsd, likw tnis on:

(i

l_'o

Other points in Watts' picce:

1) He siwmpls stotes that there can ba few Timerese ian the mouﬂt'wn

remaining alive#, but I fail to se= how h2 cun XnoW onz wWay or Znothar.
In the april 1977 consgression2l visit to a few selsctad sites, the
participants wars mads to beliasve that the war was a&ll over -- if thelr
parsonal imprassions wsre of eny indication. In fact, the finrecest fight
ng, 2c¢cording to many relizbls reports, cane alitar april 1977. iow is
onz supnosa? to sort fact from illusion here? Of course, the Irdonzsians
won't let Richardson in, at lezwst not yet -- but he night bz the one

to crzek this tning.

2) Possibly becauss FRUTILIKsupportsrs in London are acadenic Msrxists
and wer:e ¢los=2 to sone of the few larwxists in A3ATILILN, vwWatts concludss

that PR-TILIL was Marxist. Vou ve hesrd it Tron Leoneto, of coufe, to
the contrary. Interostingly, éven th~ London Wﬂrxists naver belic 'w‘
that PRTILIL was ilarxist, =nd naver uw.riicularly cirad -- thay're

mors into th=ory than Harlivt n_“ctwceqawvwaa.

3) Watts' figurs of 2,500 fishtars i3 211 wet; a2t the tine, Richords
estimatzd that 2nywhera from 20,000 fo 30,000 <Jimorese men of fl"ftln

axe had receivad training during compul=ary rilitary servics und:r
tha Portusn=se. And this notion that Fa..PTILIN dragged pwople off o
the hills with them is 90% fiction, 25 I'm sure Richurdson can tsll
you.

L) Watts skivns a4 bit 3
from plics to plac=. Ls
until id 1977, wh=n €

of his story in twliing of poonls
onzto said thut Life In @m-ny «r o35 rouil
intensiv: boubing cnrpiisgn boooon.

5) The stuff attribvuted to th: Indou~sicn Acd Cross i3 som:bhing 1ile
tha Fzul Zzch story that ftzlkzd _bout huvigry Timor.:s5: =2:iing g=uds
(In cha:eliing thru ny £il:s I fourd & #H1 lat-r ¢ shory .beut how

shipmenis of seods hadn't arrived yet ~-- pzrhans tne Indonasizns
WJere trying to cover thomselvss by saying that the psomnls ats

thz s=ads, rather than sdmittinsg that they hadn't shipnsed them

soon =nouch.) I see no reason why any int=21ligent journalist
h1s to r=nort tnis stuff, unless, of course, dhOun”“ visw ol

tha situition is ziven to bzlincs thinzs off (actuxlly, that

is probably hypercritical, but you zet the drift -- better to

get mors hard facts wagkir than fo r=ly on Indon:sian storlias on
vhat n5y or may not h:ve happen=d -- and it's worth noting tnzt
the Indonzsizp Red Cross is e military-run orgariz-.tion
adninistered By s general. liedthsr amnssty Intarpational nor ine
ICRC cornsid=r it to b= zn autcnopus orz-nization.) -

€) From all rolirble accounts, ths Indonssizn drive in 77-78 wis
rimed at swcuring l-orge sections of tiie turritory thﬂJ rensinsd undoer
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1) Would Mr. Holbooke or Ms. Derian like to comment on the recent reports :
from Timorese refugees that appeared in the New York Times last week?
We see here allegations of fairly systematic mistreatment of the popul;:35n1
of at atmosphere of terror, and we also see that people are pevented
from leaving Timor unless they can pay large bribes. What does the ad-
ministration plan to do about the situation, particularly on the question
of free emigration?
2) The administration has consistently denied that the Indonesian army has
been carrying outlargescale human rights violations inm East Timor.
fifeéeit¢#ddétd Yet many such reports continue to appear. .It is clear that
our relationship with Indonesia is important -- nobody denies that.
But what are we going to do about East Timor? Clearly our approach up

until now has not had mush impact on the Indonesian government.

3) What is the Department of State doing to assure that representatives

of American news organizatlons gain access to East Timor?

4) Recent refugee reports indicate that international monitoring of
relief aid going to East Timor 1s probably the only way that this aid

will actually reach the people. Why has the administration not pressed
harder for on-the-ground ingpection? A handful of outside observers, such

as there are now, can hardly be £##f expected to do the job alone.

——



To the Editor:

The Reuters report published in the New York Times
on October 31, 1979 is widely at variance with important
aspects of what is known about that tragic situation. The
notion that the appalling conditions currently existing in East
Timor are a result of “fighting in 1975-76" -- a four year old
battle, in other words -- and "small scale fighting until
about a year ago, 18 simply ludicrous. No where is it explained
how F#iE7#FlsdbFEias fighting and smallscale skirmishes until
about a year ago could result in devestation that has been
compared to the current situation in Cambodia., Nor is it
mentioned that Jakarta's military carried out fullscale search-
and destroy operations in East Timor to root out an indigenous
movement for independence -~ or that Jakarta's actions have been
repeatedly condemned by the United Nations. Indeed, the U.N.
General Assembly continues to reject the Indonesian claim of
soverelgnty over East Timor.

The article also creates the misleading impression
that the Indonesian government, in facilitatin ald to
the stricken East Timorese, is acting with FPLREEFE benevolence,
charity and good will. In fact, Jalkarta's military barred
the International Red Cross from East Timor from the time of
the December 1975 invasion until April 1979, when an initial
ICRC MA###E4 exploratory mission was conducted. It was only
on October 1, 1979 ## that the ICRC began its actual relief
operations. MNumerous reports from church sources and government
officials in the U.S. and Indonesia confirm that many tens of
thousands of Eadt Timorese died in #¥# the four years since
the Dec. 1975 invasion. Jakarta lgnored Amnesty International's
December 1, 1977 statement calling for the presence in East Timor
of recognized, independent tellef agencies, Even after September
1978, when a roup of Western diplomats and Journalists were
shocked by #ﬁéﬁxﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁéﬁﬁ# the widespread advenced malnutrition
that they witnessed on a brief trip to East Timor, the Indonesian
government persisted in denying entry to indep ndent aid agencies.
Now, when it is clearly too late for many of those who desperately
needed assistance, the Indonesian goverrment still persists
in limiting the number of WE#ESfd/Evsddiitd outside observers
who could supervise the lmpartial distribution of aid. I have
recelived many reports of Indonesian military corruption of aid
Supplies, as well as accounts of the political distribution of
aid -~ exactly what we are now concerned about in Cambodia,



Dear Representative

There is a country in Southeast Asia guilty of massive violations
of human rights.

This country has invaded a neighboring ¥ nation, and
continues its occupation of that nation by force of arms.

This country has frustrated efforts by international
humanitarian agencies to provide food and medical assistance to
the war victims.

Tens of thousands of war victims are reported to have
died of starvation and disease, conditions that could have been allieviated
had the invaders granted access to international relief organizations.

An Australian Member of Parliament has charged that
30,000 to 40,000 pecple have died of starvation owing to the
invaders' use of defoliants.

Tens of thousands of others may die unless Rfijfféddd4dd
international relief organizations are allowed to carry out g sldd#dé
an immediate and largescale operation.

In addition, it has been reliably reported that the
invaders have been selling exit visas to those who seek to escape from
the military occupation of their country.

We are not talking about Vietnam. We are talking about
Indonesia.

Indonesia invaded the former Poetuguese colony of East
Timor in Decemher 1975, only hours after President Ford and Secretary
of State Kissinger had left Indonesia after a State Visit., While in
Jakarta, Dr. Kisginger told reporters that the United States "understands"
Indonesia's position on the question of East Timor.

Persistent reports from Catholic Church sources indicate
that from one sixth to one third of East Timor's original population of
690,000 have either been killed by Indonesian troops or have died of
war-related starvation and disease. A July 1979 report by Australian
ald agencies, who have been barred from East Timor but have received
information from church sources, paints a grim pictiire of concentration
camp-style "strategic centers" set up by the Indonesian army to

control the captive population. Many deaths aee recorded in these

"centers" from starvation and disease.

The United Statas State Department admitted in July 1977
that Indonesia's troops were armed "roughly 90 percent" with
Amerivan—-supplied weaponry at the time of the December 1975 invasion.

Fighting between Indonesian troops and East Timorese independence forces

W+



has continued, and so have U.S. arms shipments to Jakarta — at a much
greater level than before the invasion.

Let us make a comparison that may shed some light on U.S. policy
in Southeast Asia. ADA believes that U,S, polict toward Vietnam
has been one of "all sticks, no carrots". The United States has done
nothing to offer incentives to the Vietnamese government to change its
policies. FHé#UfN{{#ddd#61ié The U.N., not the U.S., deserves the principal
credit for the success of the Geneva conference on refugees. The United
States has tilted toward China in the Viatnamese = Chinese conflict.
The United States With China has coordinated an international effort.
to encourage other countries, notably the Nordic countries and Japan,
to cease aid to Vietnam. Since the end of the war in Vietnam in 1975,
total aid from the United States to Vietnam has been zero. r,..] pew aid

from the international agencies to which the United States contributes

has been on the order of $60 - $80 million, a2l1l from U.N. agencies.
The Treasury Department is working very vigorously to insure that
the 1978 $60 million loan from the International Development Agency
is not dispersed to Vietnam and that no new loans aee approved by
that agency or by the Asian Development Bank.

The State Department would have us believe that its motivation
is simply humanitarian, that its efforts to stop ald# are designed
to convinue the Vietnamese to change their policies. But regarding
Indonesia, whose army has caused a2 comparable level of suffering,
no similar policy has been implemented. A safe estimate 1s that
at least 150,000 East Timorese have been killed directly by the Indonesian
occupation forces or indirectly through starvation as a result of
the Indonesian army's defoliation and burning of crops or its
isolation of East Timorese independence forces in areas without food.
Yet since the invasion of East Timor, total aid to Indonesia from the
United States, the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank amounts
to $2.6 billion. ADA's best information is that none of these aid
funds, except military aid, have been used in East Timor. And American
aid to Indonesia is not limited to financial and military support.
The United States has been an umfliching supporter of Indonesia's
position on East Timor at the United Nations (The U.N. in six resolutiond
has rejected Indonesia's claim of sovereignty over East Timor, and has
called on Jakarta to withdraw all its forces #sSdftlédeéssddedddds
and allow the territory its internationally recognized right to
self-determination). Indeed, without American support at the United
Nations##fld¥df#d (and U.S. military aid and spare parts), Jakarta would
be hard-put to continue its brutal East Timor policy.

In the case of Indonesia — in contrast to the case of Vietnam --
the U.S. has pursued a policy of "allf carrots, no sticks", with an

equal lack of success in getting that govermment to change its
fundamental policy.



ADA believes that it is time for the United States to serve

notice to Jakarta that the U.S. is prepared to reconsider its aid
commitments to Indonesia until the following conditions are met:

1) There must be full and immediate accemss to East Timor to
recognized international relief organizations.

2) The Indonesian government must allow an international
team of experts, constituted by a recognized inter naticmal
human rights organization such as the International
League for Human Rights##f or the Intemational Commission
of Jurists, to enter East Timor immediately to conduct
a full investigation of the situation there, both at the
present and since the Indonesian invasion.

—_—

- P

4) jﬂ#lndoneéia must make a complete withdrawal of its troops from
East Timor, in line with U.N. resolutions on the question,
by the end of 197%9. This would be accompanied by a United

Nations presence in the territory leading to internationally
supervised free election?

#
#im
3) The immediate implementation by the Indonesian occupation
forces of a pelicy that allows free emigration from

East Timor to all those desiring it, and an end to
| the selling of exit visas.



August 29, 1979

Dear Bruce,

Hope that you had a nice vacation. You're probably sitting now
with piles of papers that have accumulated during your absence,
wondering what to do with it all, But pleasea try to find
time for this =-- it's probably the most important document on East
Timor #8## to appear since Dunn's testimony.

This is the report I told you about, It has been adopted by
the Australian Council on Overseas Aid, a respected group that
includes a goodly rdumber of churchmen. They were in East Timor
before the Undonesian invasion, and have more background knowledge than
most anyone. D unn, I believe, is in close touch with them.

Nazi-~like crimes are described in the report, and 1 hope
that you read it carefully.

Note two especilally important c¢lippings. One, from the
Manchester-London Guardian, August 20, 1979 (found by Don Luce
on a stopover in London), has a statement by a 63 year old Portuguese
Catholic priest who just came out of the hills (and was with Fretilin
for over three years) in July. If I have to fly to Lisbon myself -
to convince him to come to Washington and the UN and to American
Catholic organizations, I'1ll do it. At any rate, I believe that he plans
to come her= ibn October.

A July 31 clipping from the respected Melbourne daily
the Age elaborates 2 bit on Dimn's letter to the New York Times.
Note Also the clipping om bribes. And the cartoon of Australian
Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser with Suharto. Fraser denounced the
Vietnamese as Nazis in July.It would a2ll be a lot more convincing
iff he had said one word on the situation in Timor, 350 miles from
Australian shores.

Extra copies of my Newsday piece, too.

Nowdl, about the letter that you asked me to write.

Enclosed is the draft -- in need of retyping, but east enough to

read. My suggestions at the end are obviously for ADA to decide

on, but one can't very well ask for anything less. One can't sanction
Indonesia's spurious claim to East Timor. You should also keep in mind
that if the ragime changes in Jakarta, as it may well do, the #&¥
attitude on Timor may change. Leave "realism" to the State Department.
Leave International Law, The UN Charter, the Nuremburg Tribumnal's

findings and other similar mundane documents to usf. No?

Chomsky's thing 1s an intro to a book on Timor that I"ve written

along with a friend from TAPOL in London. THE Far Eastern Economic Review
pieces included a hot exchange between them and Carmel.

See you for a relaxed dinner and drinks when I get to DC in
the middle of December? On ma? 2

Best,
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TO: Members of the House
FROM: Bruce P. Cameron,
Foreign Policy Directpr, ADA September 4, 1979

This week you will be voting on the Foreign Assistance
and Related Rrograms Appropriations Bill, In this letter
I would like to bring to yuur attention the acfivities of
a particular government in Southeast Asia.

1. This government has tens of thousands of political
prisoners, most of them imprisoned at the time this
government attained power:

2. This government has invaded and is attempting to
force itsiwill gn a: netghboring country.

3. For all practical purposes, this government has
sealed off the country vt has invaded from out-
side inspection and scrutiny.

4. This government has ignored the intprnatiqngl com=
munity's condemnation of its invasion and the de-
mand that it withdraw its troops, confident that
its major ally will continue to supply it with
even more arms to conduct its occupation.

5: Officials of this government sell visas costing
up to $5000 to people who wrsh to seek refuge in
the West.

6. Tens if not hundreds of thousands of people in the
invaded country are facing starvatioq, and the inter-
national community has dpne little tp-.assist.

I am talking about Indonesia. The. country invaded was
East Timor. The supplier country--which helps sustain the
invasion against popular opposition--is not the Soviet Union,
but the United States.

You have probably not heard about East Timor or the
continuing invasion of that country by Indanesia. The
State Department systematically digtorts our view of the
situation there. ~The U.S5. and mdst of the Western media
ignore it. The information in this letter comes primarily
from Indonesian Catholic sources relayed either through
Australian or-United Nations &agencies.
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East Timor is a former Portuquese colony which
ococcupies the eastern half of an island in the Indonesian
Archipelago close to Australia. On December 7, 1975, the
Indonesian government launched a full scale invasion of that
territory.

In its continuing efforts to subdue the population,
the Indonesian army--directly.c - indirectly--has been re~
sponsible for the deaths of well over 100,000 people,
Probably closer to 2(0,00u. i..conesia's policies of
crop defoliation, crop burnings. isolating portions of the
population in areas withoux foed, all have created a situa-
tion where tens of thousands are starving.

A July 1979 report bv Australian aid agencies, who
have been barred from East Timor but have received infor-
mation from church sourcecz, paints a grim picture of con-
centration camp-style "strategic centers" set up by the
Indonesian army to control the captive population. Many
deaths are recorded in these "conters" from starvation and
disease.

The most startling information to be received recently

ame from the Indonesian Assistant of Defense and Security
of the Regional Territory of Last Timor. 1In October 1978,
he estimated the populaticn of Ezxst Timor to be 329,271.

In 1974, the dioecnsze of Dili, the capital of East Timor,
estimated the toiral pcpulation o be 688,769, a discrepancy
of 359,198 prople. Census estimates of this type are not
reliak]?; nevertheless, scrniething is happening in East Timor
which deserves seriovs attention.

At the time of the invasicn, the ruling force in
East Timor was FRETELIN, i lirh enjoyved widespread support.
In a civil war betwecn rivai independence forces in September
of 1975, FRETELIN gained power and on both sides no more
than 3,000 people ware kilicd.

Since the Irdor-gin- - - -3i!ic ~f Past Timor, the :
United States has g-antrc indoncsia $178,328,000 in militapy
aid, in addition to caz: wainr.  Tn lete 1977, when Indo-~

-t

nesian military equipmzot v-u in shost supply, U.S. aid

andr sales were crucial in eaabiing the Indoaesian army

to launch new offensives and comalt new atrocities. 1In

the years 1976, 1977, and 1973, the U.5., the Asian Develop-
ment Bank, and the World Eank have provided Indonesia with
more than $2,200,000,000 in economic aid. To the best of

our knowledge, the only aid that has reached the Last Timorese
from these sources in all thase vyears has been military aid,
American guns, bullets, counterinsurgency aircraft, and the
like, which have been iristruments of death, not economic well

being.



In summary, the United States government, during
both the Ford and the Carter Administrations, has been
a partner of the Indonesian government in its suppression
of the East Timorese. The State Department has admitted
that over 90 percent of Indonesia's armaments are supplied
by the U.S. In its public posture on the East Timor situa-
tion, the State Department makes statements worthy of
Pravda in the time of Stalin. Massacres and brutal atroc-
ities are converted into "efforts to ease the plight of
impoverished people." Those who finally abandon the resis-
tance effort and leave the rubble of their devastated
villages and defoliated fields are "seeking protection in
the areas controlled by the Indonesian government."® (emphasis
added)

The Carter human-rights policy has not applied in
the case of Indonesia and East Timor. 1In dealing with
Indonesia, the Administration has pursued a policy of
"all carrots and no sticks" and not surprisingly the
Indonesian government has continue@ its baskaromws, policies.

While the State Department has covered up and dis-
torted the plight of the people of East Timor, it has not
been sparing in its criticism of Vietnam and in its efforts
to focus world attention on refugees from Vietnam. ADA
has no quarrel with U.S. condemnation of the Vietnamese
government. In July, ADA's National Board unanimousIy:
adopted a resolution strongly condemning the policies of
the Vietnamese government.

But the board also dhserved that U.S8. policy toward
Vietnam has been one of "all sticks and no carrots." The
United States has offered no incentives to the Vietnamese
government to change its policies. The United States has
tilted toward China in the Vietnamese-Chinese conflict.
With China, the United States has coordinated an interna-
tional effort to encourage other countries, notably the
Nordic countries and Japan, to withdraw aid to Vietnam.
Since the end of the war in Vietnam, total U.S. aid is
zero. Total new aid from the international agencies to
which the United States contributes has been on the crder
of $60 to $80 million, all from U.N. agencies. The U.S.
Treasury Department is working vigorously to insure that
a 560 million loan to Vietnam from the International Develon-
ment Agency will not be dispersed and that no new loans
will be made to Vietnam by the international banks.



The State Department would have us believe that its
motivation is simply humanitarian, that its effcrts to
stop aid are to persuade the Vietnamese government to
change its policy towards its citizens. But the Indo-
nesian case demonstrates unequivocally that the State
Department is willing to overlook enormous’ atrocities.

I believe that the evidence is clear. In relation-
ships with the governments of East Asia(as opposed to
individual refugees), promoting greater respect for human
rights now pluys almost no part in U.S5. policy. But it
should--not only because people are important, but also
because such a policy would be in our national interest.
It is in our interest that Vietnam not export refugees to
other countries in Southeast Asia. Therefore it is in
our interest that Vietnam not become paranoid about U.S.-
Chinese collusion and make preparations for further war,
but instead concentrate on economic development. It is
in our interest to have a Vietnamese economy strong enough
to offer incentives for most people to stay {under no
possible scenario will all want to remain).

In the case of Indonesia, our national-interest stake
in seeing an end of atrocities in East Timor is somewhat
less. The Indonesians after all are not sending Last
Timorese refugees out in open boats to die at sea orto
become burdens on other countries. But it is not good
for the health of any democracy to fill a major role in
the suppression of another people. It is also not good
for Indonesia~-a poor country with a mixed record in
economic development--to divert so much of its resources
to an occupation that it likely cannot win shcric of geno-
cide.

To conclude, ADA urges your support of two changes
in the foreign aid bill:

l. The prohibition against direct aid to Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Laos should be lifted. I'inimally,
the President should have discretion to provide
humanitarian aid to the peoples of these countries.

2. Military aid to Indonesia should be prohibited
and the funds shifted to provide for humanitarian
relief to the East Timorese through international
agencies or private organizations.



AN el DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Lg ,'-f-::ﬂl"
%\: iE f Washington, D.C. 20520

August 2, 1979

Dear Arnie:

Thank you for sending me your article on
Timor.

I've recently joined the Human Rights Bureau
of the State Department. in charge of East Asian
and Pacific Affairs. My address is HA/HR, Room 7802
New State, Department of State, Washington, D.C. 20520.
My telephone number is 632-3559.

Would appreciate being kept informed of
developments in Timor.

Sincerely yours,

John P. Salzberg
Human Rights Officer
Bureau of Human Rights and
Humanitarian Affairs

Mr. Arncld S. Kohen,
410 Stewart Avenue,
Ithaca, New York 14850.
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Mr. Chairman,

As I take the floor for the first time before this Committee, allow
me to address to you and to all the other membars of the bureau the most sincere

congratulations of my delegation on your unanimous election.

We are sure that under your able guidance this Committee will discharge
itself most honourably of the tasks that have been assigned to it. My delegation,
for its part, will give its full cooperation and assistance towards the orderly

conduct of the work of the Committee.

May I also be allowed, Mr, Chairman, to extend our congratulations to
a distinguished member of the Secretariat, Mr. Thomas Tanaka, who has recently been
promoted, and who is now occupying a post of responsabjility in this Committee, He

is well known to us, and therefors I need not further elaborate on his merits,

Mr. Chairman,

The question of East Timor hae now been in the agenda of the General
Assembly, as a separate item, for the last four years, but - all the same - it has
not been possible, so far, to devise for it a political soclution acceptable to the

community of nations,

The position of my country regarding this issue has been repeatedly

stated, in many instances, before the General Assembly and the Security Council.

c-./c.o



No one can deny that, after 25th April 1974, Fortugal always pursued
its most firm intent to decolonize the territories under its admnistration, infull
compliance with the principles that recognize to all peoples under colonial rule,
the right to self determination and independence, in accordance with the Charter

of the United Nations and the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly.

The Portuguese Delegation has had previocusly the opportunity of des-
cribing in detail the evolution of the process of decolonization of East Timor,
and I need not refer again, before this Committee, to the facts that led to the
present situation, nor recall the position assumed by my Government in each ins-
tance.

But it remains that Portugal is still considered as the admnistering
power of that territory, despite the fact that conditions prevailing in East Timor
- and known to all of us - prevent the Portuguese Government from exercising the

inherent responsabilities.

This is, indeed, the reason why I am opening today the debate on the

present item in our agenda.
At the outset, therefore, I would like to reiterate that:

- Portugal recognizes as the fundamental principle in this matter the
right of the people of East Timor to self determination, in accordance with reso-
lutions 1514(XV) and 1541(XV),

We have no claim, whatscever, over East Timor, be it political, ter-
ritorial, economic, strategic, or of any other nature.

T



It was not for material or selfish reasons that we denounced the mi-
litary intervention of Indonesia in Fast Timor, and appealed to the United Nations

to be peized of this issue.

Finally let me stress once more that our sole purpoge, in this respect,
has been and continues to be the safeguard of the legitimate rights and interests

of the Timorese people.

Mr. Chairman,

Four years have elapsed since the military intervention of Indonesia
in Bast Timor. The drama afflicting the people of East Timor seems; however, far
from coming to an end. Despite recent allegations that I quote "the people of
East Timor are now living in peace and prosperity", unquote there are reasons to
believe that the people of the island are faced with major humanitarian problems.
Indeed reports coming from different sources, and quoted both by the Indonesian
press and by documents of the United Nations, are by no means reassuring. It is
true that we do not have at our disposal information from totally impartial or
direct sources. Yet there seems to be no doubt that the number of displaced per-
gons remaing enormous, that the health situation in East Timor is steadily deterio-
rating and that the number of those in need of food and shelter has reached untole-

rable proportions.

We would fail to fulfill our duties if we did not call the attention
of the international community to these conditions.

--./...



But these and other humanitarian aspects - as for instance the case of
the displaced Timorese people who would like to return to their homeland - can only
find a suitable solution in the framework of a political and legal formula which
takes into account the real aspirations of the population and at the same time is

acceptable to the United Nations.

Some humanitarian bodies and specialized agencies, like the Internatio-
nal Red Cross, could provide invaluable assistance to the people of East Timor and
the possibility should not even be discarded of organizing an international movement
of solidarity aimed at alleviating the material hardships they seem to be currently
facing.

However this is not possible while Indonesia persists in assuming a
position which, with all its moral and political weight, this General Assembly has

been rejecting.

In closing my statement, I therefore address a pressing appeal to In-
donesia to reconsider its attitude so that a solution, safeguarding the legitimate
rights of the Timorese people, could be found that would be simultaneously acceptabl
to the Community of Nations hereby represented. Ve are only moved, I dare repeat,
by the rights and interests of the people of East Timor and by the desire to ensure
that their destiny - whatever their choice may ultimately be - is in accordance

with their freely expressed wishes and aspirations.

I thank you Mr. Chairman,
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Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates:

It is a privilege for me to appear before this com—
m;ttee. I commend the committee for all its work in the
field of decolonization. I come here today to speak as a
citizen critic of my government's policy toward the decoloni-
zation process in East Timor.

My organization is a political organization. It support-
ed President Carter when he ran for office in 1976. We have
been particularly proud and supportive of the changes the new
administration made with respect to the remaining colonial
problems in southern Africa: Rhodesia and Namibia. But in
Asia, my government has aided and abetted the brutal occupa-
tion and recolonization of East Timor by Indonesia. In my
testimony I want to highlight six specific aspects of U.S.
support of Indonesia.

First, I should state that my government was among the
leading advocates of the adoption of Article 73 of the United
Nations Charter at the San Fransisco Conference in 1945. It
is appalling that the last two American administrations have
so cavalierly ignored the fundamental human right of self-
determination in the case of East Timor. At the same time,

I would like to express the hope that my government and
other United Nations members, including the industrial demo-
cracies, will realize that it is not too late for this basic
right to be granted to the people of East Timor.

1. Indonesia launched its full-fledged invasion of East Timor
on December 7, 1975. The invasion took place just twelve hours
after President Gerald Ford and Secretary of State Henry Kis-
singer left Jakarta. While we do not know that they specifi-
cally condoned the invasion, it is quite clear that they made
no efforts to stop it. At the time of the invasion roughly

90 percent of Indonesian weaponry was U.S. origin.

2. From December 1975-December 1976 there occurred a most
curious incident in the history of U.S.-Indonesian relations
with respect to East Timor. It should be understood that
none of this was revealed until March 1977. The American
people and the U.S. Congress were informed at that time that
during that six month 1975-1976 period the U.S. "administra-
tively de layed the provision of additional security assis-
tance to Indonesia although military equipment in the pipe-
line continued to be delivered (Deputy Assistant Secretary,
Robert Oakley)." 1In point of law, all military aid should
have been terminated since Indonesia's use of U.S. origin
weapons outside its borders violated a 1958 agreement with
Indonesia as well as U.S. law.
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Subsequent to March 1977, we learned that the Indonesian
government was never informed of the "suspension." Often we
criticize our State Department for not using the leverage it
posesses. In this case it claimed to have used leverage while
not informing the leveragee.

But in February 1978, we learned that even that was a
lie. 1In fact, at least four separate new orders for mili-
tary equipment were processed during the so-called adminis-
trative suspension. These orders, worth $1,260,741, pri-
marily inveolved spare parts and maintenance for the Rock-
well OV-10 "Bronco."

3. In late 1976, the Indonesian military received and began
to make use of 16 Rockwell OV-10 "Bronco" counterinsurgency
aircraft. This plane, equipped with infrared detectors,
bombs, rockets, napalm and machine guns, is specifically
designed for close combat support against an enemy without
an effective anti-aircraft capability. Indonesia has used
this weapon in the most barbarous way: saturation bombing
of FRETILIN held areas with the intent of killing the in-
habitants and destroying their crops. In the last year we
have seen the results as many tens of thousands of people
have poured out of the mountains from areas where crops can
no longer be grown.

4. 1In March 1977, the United States Congress held its first
major hearing on East Timor. By that time there already
were reports that 60,000 to 100,000 people had been killed
in the wake of the Indonesian invasion. And whatever the
actual number,there was substantial evidence of widespread
barbarities carried out by the Indonesian armed forces.
Despite all this, my government's State Department showed

an extremely callous attitude toward the plight of the East
Timorese and U.S. responsibility for it.

I qguote from Mr. David Kenny, then Country Office for
Indonesia, Department of State:

Sir, I think the question you were referring to in gen-
eral terms was... whether or not in view of the situa-
tion in Timor, particularly the fact that U.S. origin
weapons were used there, whether we should be continuing
aid to Indonesia. And the answer I gave... is that was
the wrong guestion...

Based on the information we have, which is very con-
flicting and does not support the charges in general
applied by Mr. Dunn {(who also testified at this hearing),
(the right question is) should we be allowing this sit-
uation in Timor to be affecting all of our policy goals
in Southeast Asia. -
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Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates:

In sum, Mr. Kenny and other members of the State Depart-
ment said they had found sources, which to this day they
have not named, that contradicted reports of serious human
rights abused by the Indonesians. And themfore since the
reports conflicted, the U.S. was neither under any compul-
sion to investigate seriously the situation in East Timor

or to revise our aid relationship; it is important to note
that this statement was made two months and three days after
President Carter took office and has since pledged that res-
pect for human rights is "the soul" of U.S. foreign policy.

The State Department has viewed the plight of the East
Timorese people as an issue of such small importance that
even as recently as January of this year, the State Depart-
ment stated that it is impossible to "confirm or refute"
most allegations of human rights violations in East Timor.
As recently as July of 1978, it stated it had "no informa-
tion to substantiate a pattern of atrocities by Indonesian
troops."”

Let me point out that if the State Department was as
ignorant as it claimed and unable as it claimed to resolve
the conflicting testimonies, it was by choice. O©Of the many
types of military aid supplied by the United States one is
called Milltary Assistance Program; it is military aid pro-
vided on a grant basis. The United States has given Indo-
nesia roughly $80 million since 1974 in this category. One
of the conditions of eligibility of this aid is that the
recipient country must agree that

it will, as the President may require, permit continuous
observation and review by...representatives of the United
States Government with regard to the use of such articles
or related training or other defense services.

If the United States Government truly wanted to know how

this aid was being used and its affect on the East Timorese,

it could have sent a team to East Timor as early as December
1976 to engage in "continuous observation" of Indonesian
military operations. To the degree that the United States
State Department has been ignorant, it was a conscious deliber-
ate decision.

5. After nearly two years of military stalemate, the Indo-
nesians launched an offensive in September 1977. Evidence
which I am sure you have heard from other testimony indi-

cates that Indonesian tactics became increasingly brutal

during this period with the Indonesian government systemati-
cally wiping out villages thought to be sympathetic to FRETILIN.



Despite this, Indonesia apparently was still making
little progress and the war was exhausting their supplies.
A Western diplomat in Jakarta was quoted in a November 25
Los Angeles Times article: "They are running out of mili-
tary inventory. The operationsin Timor have pushed them
to the wall.” The Carter administration's response is re-
vealed by the following chart:

FOREIGN MILITARY SALES AGREEMENTS
{(in thousands of dollars)
Congressional Presentation Documents

1978 (Dec.1976) 1879 (Dec.1977) 1980 (Dec.1978)
1976 3,102 (actual)
1977 25,000 (estimated) 5,853 a
1978 25,000 (proposed) 125,000 e 112,078 a
1978 15,000 p 40,000 e
1979 30,000 p

The columns in the chart represent the figures for FMS
agreements in the Congressional Presentation Documents {(CPD)
for the years 1978-~1980. The rows are actual, estimated or
proposed FMS agreements for that year. CPD's are issued dur-
ing the year preceding the calendar year they are projecting,
and basically represent the thinking of the administration
in December of the year before the books are released. Hence
the CPD for FY 1978 reflects administration policy as of
December 1976. The FMS agreements projected in 1976 for FY
1977 are $25,000,000, with the same amount estimated for the
following fiscal year. By December 1977 the Carter Administra-
tion had dramatically revised its estimates for FY 1978 from
$25,000,000 to $125,000,000. By December 1978, $112,078,000
worth of sales had been approved.

In addition to the $112,078,000 in FMS sales to Indonesia
in 1978, them® were commercial sales. These included 15,000
M-16 rifles and ammunition costing more than $5 million. Also
in 1978, Indonesia took delivery of 16 Bell 205 UH-~1H heli-
copters from earlier sales.

6. Over the last two months, the Indonesian military finally
has permitted international agencies to begin to provide humani-
tarian assistance to the people of East Timor and my govern-
ment has contributed about $3 million. This, of course, is
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a positive development, since many tens of thousands of
Timorese have come out of the mountains to the coastal
plains over the last year. The U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development estimates that 200,000 people are
"seriously affected," with 25,000 of these people close
to death.

But while dispensing aid, the United States is also
beginning to join Indonesia in another big lie about why
aid is necessary. I am sure you have heard in great de-
tail the tactics of the Indonesian armed forces trying to
starve FRETILIN in to submission by the burning and de-
foliation of crops and bombing attacks on food-producing
areas.

That is not, however, the reason for the mass movement
of people that we have begun to hear from U.S. officials
in Washington, Rather the principal blame is being placed
on the East Timorese themselves and secondarily the Portu-
guese. The argument is that 400 years of slash and burn
agriculture have finally led to a situation where there is
little arable land left in the mountain areas. This also
will be the justification to support the Indonesian deci-
sion not to allow the people in camps to return to their
mountain homes if and when they are restored to health
which, in other words, is a policy of forced resettlement.

I think it is wise in this case to dismiss the argu-
ments of the United States Government and rely instead on
the report of James Dunn, Director of the Foreign Affairs
Group of the Legislative Research Service of the Parlia-
ment of Australia. In an April 6, 1979 report, he points
out that "in the last years of Portuguese rule food supplies
were generally adequate in all parts of East Timoxr," save
for temporary famine conditions that occurred from time to
time in certain destricts. He also pointed out that the
mountain areas had rich food producing valleys which had
been subjected to Indonesian air attack. In sum, while there
may be some natural basis for the present calamity, the
major cause of the decline of food production in the mountain
areas is Indonesian military operation using predominantly
U.S. weaponry.

Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates:

This concludes the portion of my testimony detailing
U.S. efforts in aiding militarily and abetting diplomati-
cally Indonesia's brutal occupation and recolonization of
East Timor. I would also like to bring to your attention
that in the process the Carter administration has violated



two laws dealing with human rights, passed by Congress
and signed into law by President Carter in the last two
years.

Public Law 95-118 enacted on Qctober 3, 1977 states:

The U.S. Executive Directors of the international
financial institutions are to oppose any loan, any
extension of financial assistance or any technical
assistance to countries engaging in a consistent
pattern of gross violarions of internationally re-
cognized human rights...unless such programs serve
basic human needs.

However, from the time that law was adopted until
December 1978, the United States failed to oppose 6 dif-
ferent loans to Indonesia in the area of mining, trans-
portation, industry, and power generation, none of which
by the U.S. Treasury Department's own definition are pro-
grams which meet basic human needs. The total worth of
these programs was $139.2 million. It is important to
note that in the same time psriod, the U.S. Executive
Directors opposed similar projects to fourteen countries
including Korea, Laos, the Phillipines and Vietnam.

Similarly, a law was enacted on September 26, 1978
making it a legal reguirement for the administration to
deny security assistance to any country whose government
engages in a consistent pattern of gross violation of inter-
nationally recognized human rights, unless the Secretary of
State shall find that extraordinary circumstances necessitate
a continuation of security assistance for that country, and
that, based on all the facts, it is in the national interest
to provide such assistance. The intent of Congress was clear
that extraordinary circumstances were those involving over-—

riding national security interests, It has cited Indonesia's

size, potential wealth and strategic and political position
in Southeast Asia. It has also cited Indonesia's concern for
possible infiltration by or confrontation over oil rich shelf
areas with its communist néighbors. WNotably, the Administra-
tion has not stated that it agrees with these concerns. 1In
sum, by no stretch of the imagination do extraordinary cir-
cunstances exist warranting an exception being made to the
finding that Indonesia is a gross violator of human rights
and therefpore its military aid from the United States should
be terminated.

{such as might exist in the Middle East becuase of o0il and South (:
Korea because of a potential threat from North Korea. However,

this Administration has always defended military aid to Indonesia

on the basis of only moderately important foreign policy goals,

certainly not the kind that would override human rights considerations.)
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Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates:

However, we know that in 1979 the United States in
its government-to~government sale(FMS)of defense articles has
already offered the Indonesians equipment and services
worth $27,143,669. Notably these include bomb components,
a rocket bomb carrier and 14 A~4's; the latter is a counter-
insurgency aircraft that was particularly effective in Viet-
nam. In addition, there are pending applications for licen-
ses for sales to Indonesia worth approximately $26 million.
These include 2 C-130 transport planes as well as a whole
panoply of riot control eguipment and small arms.

But as you are probably aware it is the view of the
United States government that the Indonesian human rights
situation, even that in East Timor, is improving. They
maintain this despite the fact that in the last six months
there have been credible reports of frequent disappearances,
the maintenance of 40 prisons for FRETILIN prisoners and
political dissidents as well as reports of the summary
execution of FRETILIN soldiers who surrender to the Indo-
nesian forces, not to speak of the countless horrors which
have occurred in East Timor in the last three years and
ten months.

In summary, not anly has the United States govern-
ment been an active partner in the near genocidal prac-
tices of the Indonesian government in East Timor and acted
to cover up the entire situation, but it has also violated
its own laws in doing so.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



April 16, 1979

Committea for Justice
P.0. Box 54
Charlotte, Michigan 48813

Dear friends,

Lant May we received from you a generous contribution of §5,000 towards
the york of releasing Indonesian political prisoners, Ae you undoubtedly
know, the year just passed has been cne of some successes. Our evidence
and that obtained by other organisations indicates that many prisoners are
indeed being released. We believe these releases are at least in part a
result of the work of committees such as our own.

At the pome tima, as you are also likely aware, the current military
regime in Jakarta has covered up several highly repressive policies under
the guise of "prisoner relemse”, Most important among these is the forced
relocation of some prisoners to camps on different islands from their cur-
rent sige of imprisonment. The government then adds them to the release
statistics.

Even more importantly, the more than 14,000 political prisoners still
being held on Buru Island -« including some of Indonesia’s most prominent
artists, trade union leaders, and many others -- continue to face a future
of prison camp life, Bome of the prisoners' families are now apparently
also being held against their will at thea Buru camp.

Most seriously of all, however, in terms of curreat developments, is
the situation in Indonesian-occupied East Timor where perhaps as many as
100,000 to 120,000 people have been killed by Indonesian military forces.
Many thousands are also being subjected to aerial bombardment, possibly
crop defolistion, frequent "search and destroy” operationa, and other
attacks against their lives and against their right to determine their
oun futures.

Buring the past year, we in Tapol--USA have tried to respond to these
developments by building and extending the campaign., We helped to launch
the A-4 Action Committee which protested the sale of U.8. air force equip-
ment to Indonesis es this equipment was well-suited to counter-insurgency
operations in Esst Timor. From this campaign we developed a far wider set
of contacts with cheech and human righta groups and concerned individuals
who have not previously been as sware of Indonesia and Bapt Timor as they
have of othayr parts of the world.
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In addition, we have wvorked insensively with Professor Noam Chomsky of
MIT, providing him with information. This work has led to his inserting a
major chapter on East Timor in his forthcoming book with Bd Herman, The

1 Beonomy of Human Rights. Professor Chomsky's chapter has been
independently published in Inquiry magamine (you will be receiving a copy)
and 18 to appear soon in the Bulletin of Concerned Asiam Bcholars, Because
of his activist approach to scholarship, Professor Chomsky also agreed to
present a summary version of his Bast Timor essay to the Decolonization
Committee of the United Hatioms this past November. The appearance of
Professor Chomsky created some U.8. press coverage and wvas front-page
headlines in Portuguese newspapers, partly through our work with a cor=-
raspondent herae,

Finally, we have worked to intensify our contacts with other human
rights organizations, church groups, and to increase the numbers and
range of individusls who are familiar with the problems of political
imprisonment and denial of democratic liberties in Indonesis and the
brutal Indonesian attempt to suppress independence and self-determination
in East Timor,

Much of our work has been possible through your contribution. In
particular, we have been able to channel funds to a part-time researchers
and organizer who has shown a remarkable dedication and creativity in
helping to build the campaign., Among the ideas with which we are working
at preseht, are: a campaign to expose the Buru Island prison camp as a
violation of the Indonesian government release pledges, a possible nation-
wide conference of human rights activists with little current knowledge of
Indonesia, and the developing of ties with Indonesia~related issue groups
in‘the U,8. such as the Liquified Batural Gas community opposition in the
Los Angeles area. WHe are also working to place articles on Indonesia and
East Timor in major journals such as The Hation, The Mgw Republic, etc.
and have found new recruits to our work who are actively making contacts,
writing drafts, and researching.

At this time we believe the campaign has reached a new threshold in
the U.8. We are hoping to expand our work vhile maintaining the current
projetta. Bxcept for our one part-time paid person, all work for Tapol--
USA is done on & volunteer basis and most work will continue to be done
in that way. We are actively seeking donationa from many different sources,
and the size and number of donations will greatly effect the work we can
do this coming year.

May we request that you consider the possibility of renmewing your
donation of last May, or, Lf that is not gossible, of making a donation
of whatever size you can to contribute towards the work of Tapol--USA
in the coming months.

For Tapol--UBA,
In Solidarity,

Blimse send any contribution directly to our Prof. Richard W, Franke



U.S. Campaign forthe 7 Release of Indonesian Political Prisoners
P. 0. Box 609, Montclair, N.J. 07042

wle

P.8. You may also be interested to know that Chomaky and Herman have written
an extensive chapter on the Indonesian massacre of 1963 which will appear {n
their book, We shall see that you receive a copy. They discuss both Indonesia
and Eapt Timoxr frequemtly in speaking engagements around the country as well,
Tapol~~USA provided assistance to Prof, Chomsky in drafting the section on

the Indonosian events of 1965 and after. This was done during the past 12
months through the efforts of our parte-times researcher/organiser,
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The Bertrand Russell Peace Foundation Ltd.

BERTRAND RUSSELL HOUSE,
GAMBLE STREET,
NOTTINGHAM NG7 4ET,
ENGLAND (Reg. Office)

Rag. No. B91680 {England}
Telephone: 0602-74504

Cables: Russtound Nottingham

PRESS RELEASE

PORTUGUESE SOCIALIST CONDE MNS GENOCIDE IN TIMOR

Major Otelo Saraiva de Carvalho, one of the heroes of the
revolution which overthrew the Fascist Government of Caetano,
and led directly to the liberation of Portuguese African colonies,
is visiting T.ondon at the invitation of the Bertrand Russell Peace
Foundation,

As well as answering questions about the forthcoming
Portuguese Elections, Otelo is campaigning against the continued
supply of military equipment to Indonesia, because the Indonesians
are exterminating large parts of the population of the former
Portuguese colony of Timor.

A meeting of Labour Members of Parliament in the House
of Commons on October 23rd heard Major Carvalho appeal for
the most active protest against the forthcoming state visit of the
Indonesian President to Great Britain, At the same meeting, the
enclosed statement by Noam Chomsky was distributed, having just
been published by Spokesman pamphlets. It contains a convenient
short exposition of the crisis in Timor,

Major Carvalho will present his case against the invasion of
Timor to the Royal Institute of International Affairs at Chatham
House, on October 24th and will then lecture &t Oxford University
and to numerous organizations representing the Portuguese
community,

24th October 1979



MOTION OF CONDEVNATION OF THE INDONESIAN INVASION

The International Conference on East Timor brings together a large
number of participants, who represent various portuguese and foreign
= political as well as social currents,

They are in solidarity with the People of East Timor and their strug-
gle for liberation and condemn strongly the military invasion of East
Timor by the Indonesian regime,

The fullscale invasion started on December 7th, 1975 and the Suharte
government has since then been trying te ignore the national reality
of East Timor, which was consolidated during centuries of portuguese
colonization and which has its own historically defined identity.

The indonesian agression violated the basic rights ef the People of
East Timor, which were reconized through U.N, resolutions., This agres-
sion is against the principles of the international law.

Moreover indcnesian forces have made use of sophisticated counter-
insurgency weapons against the corageous popular resistance. The
indonesian military onslaught has resulted in indescribable barbarism
including the massacre of tens of thousands of civilians, Bearing
these facts in mind, those participating in the Internaticnal
Conference on East Timor:

—~ accuse the indonesian regime of genocide against the People
of Timor and call for the strong condemnation of this crime
by the international community, and demand the immediate
with drawal ef indonesian troops from the territory of East
Timor

~ declare that the indonesian attempt to annex the territory of
East Timor and the move to install a foreigm administration
is illegal

- denounces of any nation that leans toward a policy of fait
accompli, Such policy tries to ignore the inalienable rights
of the people of Timor and the continuation of their struggle
to expell the invadnr

- demand +the immediate liberation of the Timorese patriots
emprisoned by the indonesian occupation forces and the free
circulation throughout the whole territory of East Timor of
international humanitarian organizations, whose mission is to
aid people subjected to the war,
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is visiting London at the invitation of the Bertrand Russell Peace
Foundation.

As well as answering questions about the forthcoming
Portuguese Elections, Otelo is campaigning against the continued
supply of military equipment to Indonesia, because the Indonesians
are exterminating large parts of the population of the former
Portuguese colony of Timor,

A meeting of Labour Members of Parliament in the House
of Commons on October 23rd heard Major Carvalho appezl for
the most active protest against the forthcoming state visit of the
Indonesian President to Great Britain, At the same meeting, the
enclosed statement by Noam Chomsky was distributed, having just
been published by Spokesman pamphlets. It contains a convenient
short exposition of the erisis in Timor,

Major Carvalho will present his case against the invasion of
Timor to the Royal Institute of International Affairs at Chatham
House, on October 24th and will then lecture it Oxford University
and to numerous organizations representing the Portuguese
community,

24th October 1979
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DIL1, INDONESIA,LOCT 214 REUTER == EMERGENCY SUPPLIES WERE
BEING UNLOADED FROM AN INDONESIAN NVAL TRANSPORT SHIP HERE
TODAY TO DISTRIBUTE T0 THOUSANDS OF STARVING VILLAGERS IN EAST
IMOR.
"THE VESSEL ARRIVED FROM JAKARTA LAST NIGHT WITH 700 TONNES
OF FOOD AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES FROM THE INTERNATIONAL COMM]TTEE
FOR THE RED CROSS, THE SHIP ALSO CARRIED SEVERAL VEHICLES TO
DISTRIBUTE THE AID ON THE BARREN |SLAND.
THE INDONES|AN RED CROSS HAS SPENT 200 MILLION RUPIAH
(200,000 DOLLARS) IN A MAJOR OPERATION TO PROVIDE AID TO THE
VILLAGERS OF EAST TIMOR. IT IS WORKING WITH THE CATHOLIC RELIEF
SERVICE (CRS) ON THE PROJECT.
+OUR PROGRAMME (S BASED ON A TARGET FIGURE OF 240,000 BUT WE .
RECKON WE HAVE ALREADY REACHED ABOUT 200,000, + CRS FIELD |
REPRESENTATIVE DAMASUS KAUT TOLD REUTERS.
RELIEF WORKERS SAID THOUSANDS OF VILLAGERS WERE STILL
RETURNING FROM THE MOUNTAINS TO W |2
/08

_VLAR__Q.ME%Y_I_-FS%USLJSE_HANY HAD RETURNED TOO LATE TO PLANT
CROPS REA 1S YEAR, ™

MORE ' IH/P1 /HK
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: RED CROSS WORKERS SA!D MANY PEOPLE HAD DIED OF MALNUTRITION

AND DISEASE ON THE ISLAND AND MORE WOULD DO SO IF THEY DID NOT -
GET HELP QUICKLY, ;

+ONE OF THE BIGGEST HANDICAPS APART FROM TRANSPORTATION :
IS THAT STARVING VILLAGERS ARE MILLING AROUND AND IT 1S IMPOSS{BLE
TO SAY HOW MANY WILL BE IN THIS VILLAGE OR ANOTHER TWO DAYS FROM 7
NOW,+ ONE WORKER SAID. S
. BUT AID OFFICIALS SAID THE FAMINE WAS NOT THE RESULT OF e IC!
CONTINUED MILITARY ACTION BETWEEN INDONESIAN TROOPS AND REMNANTS .|
oF RELATIN GUERILLA MOVEMENT IN THE EAST OF THE PROVINCE, :
THE FORMER PORTUGUESE COLONY OF EAST TIMOR WAS §NCORPORATED
INTO INDONESIA IN JULY 1976 AFTER AN EIGHT-MONTH CIVIL WAR
BETWEEN THE FRETILIN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT AND PRO-|NDONES) AN

_§g§E¥%LL‘s_§ugzn51§p BY REGULAR INDONESIAN TROOPS,
R IH/PI/HK _
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1100 1JOURNALISTS: _

JAKARTA,_OCT 20, REUTER -- INDONESIA TODAY DENIED RESPONSIBILITY
FOR THE DEATHS OF FIVE AUSTRALIAN JOURNALISTS IN EAST TIMOR IN 1975,

A STATEMENT BY INFORMATION MINISTER ALl MURTOPO FOLLOWED
A VISIT TO INDONES|IA BY MEMBERS OF THE AUSTRALIAN JOURNALISTS
ASSOCIATION (AJA) INVESTIGATING THE DEATHS OF THEIR COLLEAGUES,

THE FIVE JOURNALISTS WERE REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN KILLED IN /
CROSSFIRE_BETWEEN FRETILIN GUERRILLAS FIGHTING FOR AN INDEPENDENT
EAST TIMOR ANDEMWMM. THE FORMER PORTUGUESE
COLONY WAS INTEGRATED INTO INDONESIA IN 1976.

THE STATEMENT SAID THAT AT A MEETING WITH THE AJA
REPRESENTATIVES, +GENERAL ALI MURTOPO REFERRED TO THE SAD ACCIDENT
WHICH RESULTED IN THE DEATH OF THE FIVE JOURNALISTS AT BALIBO
AND SAID THAT INDONESIA HAD NO INVOLVEMENT IN THE DEATHS,.+ :

IT ADDED THAT GENERAL MURTOPO AGREED TO GIVE THE AJA
INFORMATION ON THE INCIDENT AND TO INVESTIGATE THE FATE OF ANOTHER
AUSTRAL| AN JOURNALIST, ROGER EAST, WHO DISAPPEARED WHEN §NDONES| AN
TROOPS ENTERED THE EAST TIMOR CAPITAL OF DIL} IN DECEMBER 1975.
REUTER 15a/P1/J0S :

-
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statement by indonesia's minister of information
indonesia 1 (one) two takes L
moscow/october 20/tass  +indonesia’s principled
stand expresses itself in its striving for
friendship and mutually advantageous
cooperation with alLL states, regardlLess of the difference
in the polLitical, economic and social systems, indonesia
wants relations of friendship and mutually advantageous
cooperation with the soviet union with due consideration for
the national interests of both countries+, minister of
information aLi murtopo told pravda’s special correspondent
in jakarta,
it 1s easy to establish the spheres of coincidence
of interests in the independent and foreign policy
of indonesia and the foreign policy of the soviet union,
the minister said, though indonesia now cooperates clLoser
with western states than with socialist countries, it has a
positive attitude to the proposals to study the possibilites of
raising the relations with the soviet union and other sociaiist
states to a higher Level, first of alLlL in the sphere of economy and
trade, S|
( more) irey

= 20/10 tass 6-10 =
indonesia 2 (two) 3

the soviet union’s participation in indonesia'’s
projects of economic development, ali murtopo said, will
yleld results of benefit to both countries,
in view of the fact that the soviet union is a developed
industrialised state, besides that, the development
of commercial cooperation would widen the market for
indonesian goods, .

the minister of Information holds that the relations
of mutually advantageoug cooperation can alLso be ;

developed in the gsphere of foreign goLicy. for instance
-both countries declare_against all forms of colonial
.ggggggg%%nl_ngsiga_snn_gnanxnnin‘ both countries come out
or world peace. the soviet union, just as other socialist
“COUNTriss, supports the nonaligned movement, all murtopo

gaid in conclusion,
item ends ++++++
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PRIEST CONFIRMS TIMOR CIVIL WAR DEATHS

JIMMY BURNS LISBON, AUGUST 23

A claim that up to 200,000 people on the former Portuguese
igland colony of Timor (population 650,000) in South-East Asia
have died during the last three years of civil war are probably

' correct, according to a Portuguese priest who has recently returned
from there.

Sixty-three-year-old Father Leoneto Vieire de Rego, a member
of the Selesian Order, told The Observer in Lisbon this week that
an exact figure was difficult to estimate., But in the village where
he had last been stsying about & third of the people had died,
mainly from starvation as a result of the war. This was in & rich
egricultural region vhich in the past had never been short of food,
The fate of other more barren areas had probably been much worse, he {
added. i

a Father Rego's testimony has ended almost four years of silence
about conditions on east Timor which was inveded in December 1975
after the withdrawal of the Portuguese Administration,

His eye—witness account will be used as evidence in Geneva next
veek during a meeting of the United Nations sub-committee for human
rights. The committee is to discuss the problems of east Timor in the
face of Indonesia's continuing refusal to abide by a United Nations
Resolution calling for a withdrawal of the invading tfoops from the
igland.

Father Rego joined the guerrillas of Fretilin, east Timor's
Nationai Liberation Movement, in July 1976 after Indonesian troops
occupied the villege of Soibade where he had been teaching at &

missionary school.
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For three years he travelled extensively on the island but earlier
this year surrendered to the Indonesian authorities,gravely i1l
from malaria and malnutrition. He wes subsequently imprisoned
before being allowed back to his\native Portugal .

Father Rego said this week that Fretilin had suffered a series
of major defeats in recent months but that isolated pockets of resiét i
wvere still continuing.

He added, however, that to talk of recognising Indcnesian rule
in east Timor was quite unjust.

"Indonesia invaded east Timor, and the country is under military
occupation as surely as Europe was occupied by Nazi Germany, and
Timor was occupied by Jepan during World War II," he said.

Father Rego appealed for a neutral intermational organisation
te carry out a full-scale investigation on the island so as
to bring conclusive proof to the world of the situation there.

He recognised, however, that this would be imposeible in the short
term since the Indonesian authorities vere insisting on an information
blockede around the island.

Journalists are told thet they can cover the war but are given
no official guarantees.

"And this means that any journalist who does go in there has
very little chance of coming away alive," he added. Earlier
this year the Australian Association of Journalists opened an
official inquiry into allegations that five of their colleagues
(two Australian, two British, and one New Zealander) working for
Australian Television were murdered by Indonesian troops in 1975.

According to Father Rego the course of the war in Timor altered in
the summer of 1977 when Indonesia began to deploy air power on a
major scale against Fretilin troops. The "search and destroy"
offensive forced large sectors of the local populetion to flee from

their villages. Crops were destroyed caused widspread famine.

Tarca nmhara Af Mimaracae sre naur atthar in Tnratantadll nammaAnnAdas




December 27, 1979
Mr. Arnold Kohen
SINCE YOU ASK FOR A LIST OF PLACES AND PERSONS, AND TO AVOID FURTHER COMPLICATIONS, I
WOULD LIKE TO SUGEST ONLY THREE NAMES AND A FEW PLACES AS FOLLOWING:
NAMES: - Fr. Leao da Costa ( in Dili, Timor Timur )
- Fr. Domingos da Cunha ( Dili, Timor Timur )
~ Domingos Oliveira ( Dili )
PLACES: - Oe-Cusse ( a former Portuguese enclave in Western (Indonesian) Timor)
- Bobonaro
- Atsabe

- Suai -—-(Suai, Maucatar, and Fohorem)
- Same

Tmﬂx‘”ﬂt‘fﬂ—ej rgaﬁﬂ(
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- Viqueque - i .

- Watucarbau ‘{M /ﬁ‘(-":‘? 0 /E/mfﬂf aL
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THOSE PERSONS WILL SUGEST FURTHER PLACES TO VISIT AND OTHER PEQOPLE TO CONTACT FOR YOUR
PURPOSES.

PLEASE AVOID CONTACT WITH PRIESTS OF THE "SALESTAN ORDER" WHO LIVE IN BAUCAU, LOSPALOS
AND FATUMACA, AS WELL AS FR. ANTONIO COSTA WHO IS IN DILI AND WORK FOR THE INDONESIAN GOVER-
MENT.

THE INDONESIANS ARE EASILY CONVINCED BY BRIBES. }

I APPRECIATE VERY MUCH WHAT YOU ARE DOING AND INTEND TO DU. GOD BLESS YOUR HUMANITARIAN
EFFORTS.

Sincerely yours

Wﬂ;«o

Fr. Leoneto Vieira do Rego

—) mweudt

F [ ALe 4
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Now, if Morton Kondracke and Martg)?eretz, Stephen
Rosenfeld (Post Op ed editor), The London Times/, Tom Harkin

and Jack Anderson consider Timor 2a legitimate issue, what

is Whitney Ellsworth's excuse? London Review or no London

Review, he or someone else can call a reviewer to look at

Jolliffe's book or Chomsky's book (even if they don't

1ike it, it sets off some discussion). DBut nothing?

The extra copies are for the NYR, etc.
Best,

Arnold
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CONTACT: Harry Margolis October 26, 1979
(0) 202~638-4773 FOR IMMEDIATE RELFASE
(H) 202-387-8869
U.5. AID BRUTAL OCCUPATION OF EAST TIMOR, ADA REPRESENTATIVE TELLS UNITED NATIONS
New York, N.Y. -~ Speaking befare the Fourth (Colonialism)
Camitttee of the United Nations General Assembly today, Americans for Democratic
Action Fareign Affairs Director Bruce Cameron charged the United States with
aiding and abetting the brutal occupation of East Timor by Indonesia. .
Cameron told the Committee that ADA, a national political organi-
zation that has been one of the leaders in rallying support for the "Draft
Senator Edward Kennedy for President" movement, has "been mmhnuﬂ.ms.._.mh_.w proud
and supportive of the changes” made by the Carter administration "with respect
to the remaining colonial problems in Southern Africa: Rhodesia and Namibia."
- But in Asia, Cameron argued, the U.S. record has been very,
very different.
Indonesia launched a full-fledged invasion of East Timor, a
Portugese colony for over 400 years with an estimated population of 690,000,
on December 7, 1975. Since then, an estimated cne sixth to more than one~third



