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Delegation of Canadian MPs

In May, there was supposed
(o be a Canadian parliammeniary
mission going to East Timor. It
was delayed until after the

election, however.
There has only been onc

Canadian parliamentary mission

human rights alone. If the mission
sees that all in East Taimor want
self-determination, it should be
able (o say So.

3) Local pressure. ¢l the
MPs going to East Timor kKnow
that their constituents are very
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Urgent Appeal for imprisoned Activist

Dear friends of East T'imor,

This is an important time [or
EFast Timor: violations are increasing,
but there are also new signs of hope
Together, we are making a difference

Please reply to:
etantor(@web.net

“The demonstration started al
9:15 am. and by Australian stan
dards, would have been considered
innocuous,”” an Australian eyewitness
reported at the tme. " The Indonesian
response was as though the students
were ducks and someone had

declared open season. They swarmed
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proud as human beings. Informa-
ton on East Timor society abroad
is very minimal and tends to be

controversial and put Indonesia in
a comer. Clearly, development of
education here has been extraordi-

nary. The conditions of the
prisons fulfil ideal condiuons.”
I’m sure it won’t be as bad

this time, but it may end up being

Indonesia that it should admil
political defeat on the East Timor
question, as he was admitting
military defeat. On the same
grounds, the government of
Canada should really be admitting

that it has lost the batue for public
opinion with ETAN, including the
battle for media spin.

5) Seeking accompaniment

the film “In Cold Blood™ and others.

David Alex himsell has
reportedly died in circumstances thal
remain unclear, although unconfirmed
reports say he may still be alive and
being tortured for information.

Belo is being held in the
dreaded Rumah Merah prison. With

David Alex dead or being tortured,
Belo's friends are concerned about
his fate. ‘“This is a place where they

him. From the awful noises and the
motion of the vehicle, which was
rocking back and forth like a cement
mixer, | could tell Jose was bring
savagely beaten mnside. We were also
able to sec the dnver, who turned

around o throw a few punches
himself. | felt physically sick 10 have
scen ths.

In later worture sessions, Belo
suffered injunes to his stomach and

r b
¥ ~vrr -
A1PILL N I

for.the MPs from knowledgeable
jJjournalists. This would mean

urging the mission o allow
journalists Lo come along, and

no use to East Timor if it 18
ignored by the solidarity move-
menL I see a number of things
that can be done to make sure this

head. Manusia (Komnas HAM )
Alex Kelialy SH
Jalan Dr Antonio de Carvelho

Dily, East Temor

have tortured so many people (o
death,” said Bella Galhos, an Easi

Timorese now living in Canada and a

Belo was sentenced o 18
months in prison for this “crime™ by
an Indonesian court whose jurisdic-

tnp is useful:

1) Composition of the
delegation. Before the elecuon, it
was to be five MPs from all 3
official parties. If memory serves
me right, they were: Liberals
Shaughnessy Cohen (Windsor),
John Godfrey (Toronto), John
English (Kiichener), Stephane
Bergeron (Bloc Quebecois) and
Keith Martin (Reform, Viclona
area). Not an impressive list,
though it could be worse. I'd

suggest that we press for an all-
party delegauon, certainly
including the NDP (although the
NDP’s Nelson Riis was on the
1987 trip, they’d probably send
Svend Robinson now, and in any
case the NDP is now activated on
East Timor in a way they were nol
\en years ago). A good composi-
uon might be two Liberals and
one each from the other four
parties (although 1’'m not sure if
any of the Tories know anything
about foreign policy, and we lack
support in the Tory ridings in
Nova Scoua, New Brunswick,
Nfld and Estrie).

2) Terms of reference. I is
important that the mission be
allowed 10 travel freely, be
accompanied by 118 own inter-
preier, and have the nght 1o make
a [ree and fair report W the
Canadian public, withowt its terms
ol reference being limited 1o

urging media outlets 10 send them
despite the high expense. We may
even want to suggest NGO
accompaniment.

6) In support of all these
points, there should be close
coordination between ETAN,
Parliamentarians for East Timor
and other Canadian organiza-
tions active on East Timor.

Peace,
David Webster
ETAN/Vancouver

“The thinking of the old
world has allered litile : where
there are profits to be defended,
law, juslice, freedom, democracy
and peace are the victims. Only
the peoples of one nation can help
those of another.”

(Xanana Gusmao, leader of
the East Timorese resistance.
Cipinang prison, Jakarta, 1995)

_close friend of Belo. “Unless the

international communily intervenes,
Jose and the others will be dead soon

A United Nauons special
rapporteur on torture has found thal
torture in East Timor 15 widespread
and routine. A number ol pcople have
died under torture. This hist may now
include David Alex.

The overall situation in Easl
Timor 15 beccoming mcrcasingly grim.
The Indonesian armed [orces have
just announced that they will deploy
an additional 6,000 troops Lo the
country for stepped-up military
operations. Hundreds of East
Timorese civilians are reporiedly
being held without charge.

Following the award of the
Nobel Peace Prize last year, the East
Timorese resistance decided o
engage m defensive actions only, in
order to promole reconciliation and
the peace plan advanced by Nobel
laureate Jose Ramos Horta. However,
the prize brought only harsher
conditions for the people of East
Timor. Accordingly, the resistance
resumned attacks on Indonesian
soldiers in May.

Now, Indonesia has struck
back with the crudely-named Operasi
Tuntas (Operation Annihilation).

Belo has been arrested and
lortured belore. On January 9, 1995,
he organized a demonstration in Dily
in support of a UN-mediated peace
talks process on East Timor, which
was meelng that day. Most of the
protesiers were immedhately arrested
and charged with nsulting the
governmenlt.

uon he rejected. Other prolesters were
also jailed. Amnesty Intermational
reccognized Belo as a pnisoner of
conscience.

“We cannot accepl this
judgment on us because we are nol
Indoncsian citizens,” Belo wrote in a
letter smuggled out of prison 10
friends in Austraha.

“Q January 15 an international
problem because East Timor
problems arc still an intemational
issue in the United Nations....
Indonesia has no right 1o judge us
because the demonstration | lead was
a very PEACEFUL DEMONSTRA-
TION. we as demonstrators didn’t do
any crimes or hits, but when the
Indonesian army caplured us they
lortured us.... We will never recog-
nize integration in our hfe.”

PLEASE SEND APPEALS AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE.

— Ask Indonesian authontes
to release Jose Antonio Belo and
those arrested with ham immeduately,
and not o mistreat them while they
are in custody. Ask also that an
milernational investigation into the
events around the death of David
Alex be allowed. Finally, ask thal
Operasi Tuntas be ended and tha
Indonesia embark on peace alks with
the East Timorese resistance.

— Ask Canadian authonues w
intervene on behall of Jose Antonio
Belo and his companons, and 1o
support an intemational vest gation
nto the events around the Jdeath of
David Alex as well as free access W
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(via Indonesia)

Indonesian Ambagsador o
| Canada

Benjamin Parwoto

55 Parkdale Ave

Ouawa O K1Y 1ES
phone: (613) 724-1100
fax: (613) 724-1105
emal: ifo@pncaorg

Canadian offu wals

Minister for Foragn Allars
Llovd Axwaortn

Housc of Commons

Ouawa Ot K1 A OAS

phone: (613) 995-0133

fax: (613) 9964309  or |
04 7-4447
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Canadian Ambassador o
Indoncsia, Gary Small
Mailing sdkiress

PO Box KI24JJRKS MP
Jakana | 2084
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Phone: 011-62-21-S25.07%

Fax: 011-62-21-571-2251
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