


CAMPAIGN FOR INDEPENDENT EAST TIMOR
fourth floor, 232 Castlereagh St.,Sydney NSW 2000 Fhone: 617089 May 24,1978

TEXT OF ANALYSIS OF DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL

AND IDEOLOGICAL ORIENTATION OF THE FRETILIN CENTR.I COMMITTEE

ON " THE NATIONAL LIBER.TION MOVEMENT, IMPERIALISM .ND THE

PUFPET PIRTIES" AS ENDORSED BY THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF STRUGGLE AND FRETILIN POLITICAL

NEETING HELD ON MAY 20,1977 COMMITTEE
The following is the transcription of the text of the statement read in English
by Minister Alarico Fermandes on Radio Maubere, May 20,1978 :
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The sacional independence is really true when it frees the people from all
iorms of domination and exploitation . Therefore neither all movements fighting
for national liberation have the merit of the title of national liberation
sovements , when the natiomal independence aims only to change the colour of the
exploiters (in ?) the power of the State , it doesnt justify the blood heroically
ahed por the complete hardships of the people towards a gemuine freedom.

" The authentic freedom is the one which is based in the principles of equality,
(=~===) between the persons while the former (or formal?) freedom all comes

in the laws based that justice also in a formal(?) equality extended of course
to each, and an equality between the persons of a certain society, in the owners
and non-owners, in masters of owners of land ,in plantations of other means of
production ' while the workers have nothing. This kind of freedom which is based
in an equality (-——-—) Dbetween the poor and rich which aims to guarantee

the freedom of *he rich , of the master of land, owners of plantations,

and of (owners® of) means of production in order to exploit the sweat and blood
of the rema‘ning part of society,which is composed by the majority ,that (w——)

the people.

"The germino freedom (is) that which the people have no doudt to fight towards it
only can be reached by the struggle against colonialism will be a substantive(?)
struggle to set up an equality and conseguently to put an end to the system of
inequality 3in the colonial situation which is made of exploitation from one man
over the majority to wit the people . The other man, the minority of colonialists
and rich, this means by other words, that the true mational independente is
thomdiehmcoaaarﬂyhnistoth nd of the exploitation of man by man .
The struggle against >olonialism woul ve a success for the large oppressed
and exploited masses by the colonialists ,if it only had the purpose to
octupying positions formerly occupied and reserved to the colonialists by the
colonised. The national independence doesn't only mean to own a flag and
a national xx anthem. (That would mean ?) to reduee the struggle of the people for
rational indeperdencé ' in the change of the colour of the exploiters. It's a
reasca for the veople as much as the reply to be given to the large popular
masses for the revolution of their supreme aspirations and of their several
daily problems mbeqﬁhmandtotamﬁ.ﬂerent to those given by the
colonialists, Therefore a national liberation movement of a country is the one
which is closely linked with the people ; which learn their problems and seeks
%0 solive thea in new ways. . ¥hich sets up new structures that will settle new

sen/, more just relations of co-operation and mutual support
in substitulion of the nhtim based on inequality , injustice, opposition
dominaticn and exploitation of man by man. Only by thia-nnner. it is possible
of the movement for enjoying deep sympathy of its people ,and in this (--=) accepted
as their sole and legitimate representative. However the experience of the other
mwmm and the similar (apcrionee) we are living,
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NATTONAL BAST TIMOR ACTIVISTE CONFERENCE
SYDNEY == MAY 1% and 14 1978 May 14, 1978
PRESS RELEASE:

Over thirty representatives of Bast Timor support groups fsom Hydney,Melbourne,
Melaide, Oanberva and Newcastle , met in Jydnay thia weekend to plan
action for the reat of the year,

™e Bast Tisor Activists Conference diacussed the gqgolosures of Me. Michael
Hodgman MHR in parliament last Thuraday , and Indoneaian moves for negotiations

with Fretilin,

They saw theae movea aa clear evidenoe of the failure of the Indoneaian generals
to conquer Baat Timor ,and proof of the grave difficulties Suharto's troapa face,

™ia verifiea evidence coming from Fretilia inside Bast Timor and from lettera
amiggled from people in Indonestan-controlled areaa -= that reaiatance continues
as atrongly as ever and Indoneaian aoldiera are demoralised .

e Baat Timor groupas decided to launch a publicity campaign alerting the public
to the Indonesian failure in Eaat Timor, It regreéted the failure of moat

of the media to publiah Fretilin reporta of the fighting in East Timer, » or
to report Mr Hodgman'a diacloaurea,

A National Conference on "Bast Timor,Auatralia and the Region" will he held

in Adelaide on Mstralia Day weekend 1979, with looal and overaeaa apeakers
present, to sxamine the aignificance of the Faat Timorease and other regisnal
independence movementa for Australia and the region,

The Conference thia weekend decided on nationwide protests on Indonesian
independence Day, Auguat 17, to demand Baat Timoreae independence,

Action was also planned againat military ald being given to the Indonestan

Government ,which ia currently re-arming to an alarming extent. In partioular,
proteata againat Australian ailitary aid, the aale of Britiash Hawk fighter-

bombers, amd the poasible sale of American warplanes , will be prganised. Auatralian
governmand and non-governsent delegates to the UN Disarmament Conference were ashed***
The Eaat Yimor movement atrongly proteated againat the ban on Fretilin reprea-
entatives entering Auatralia, and ealled on trade uniona, politiocal parties,

elvil liderty groups and other organisations ,to join in these proteats,

T™he movement will direct a partioular campaign againat the Commonwealth Tradéng
Bank ,which continues to freese 000 of Ml:ﬁ money Darw anoh
on the basia of a technicalitys - e

The G ference sent a mea lf greetings to Fretilin and the Baat Timorese

people on ' May 0 20, the fourth anniveraary of the founding of

m‘m atruggle againat Indoneaian aggresaion.

that the atruggle waa reaching a new stage of
Bast Timor was only a matter of time.

|  81d to the expanaioniat Suharto regime.




fourth flocr, 232 Castlereagh 5t.,Sydney NEW 2000 Marah 9,179
1)%__!513& CIET Sydnsy proposes MtaWbm
to = » opposition to any visit 1y‘mno It proposed that this
broadshee’ be & special issus of which would contain short
articles cn why Suharto should not come . in Rast Tisor; political
prisoners; West irisn etc) ; attacking Fraser-Peacock sell-out; and sn
Wmtutm Back page includs a to House of lepe, or
Senate calling for withdrawal o invitrtion j s appesl for

funds for Timorese in ldsbon (for Commt  ee of Novewber 28) | addresses
in differsnt cities etc..
Two obvicus days for distributiocn are Uranium protest (Sydaey -April 7)
and May Day, shere most posaible activists can be contacted.
YE URGENTLY RPCUEST YOUR VIENE ON SUCH A BROADEBHEET § ANY BUGGESTIONS
OF ARTICLES ,BFECIAL COUTEITS ETC.; AND TENTATIVE EBTIMATE OF HOW MANY
COPLES YOU WOULD NEED. (We think, tentatively that cost will be sround
$35 a thousand or maybe less -~ we must ales sstimate freight coets).Fleass
ot us have views by March 23,
' | '« A8 decided at Adelaide qum
yand ,unmcmrmm.m
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experisnced as CC mewbers are in wost cases travelling and not in Maputo,

Melbcurne AZ7A has written to inviting his to Wisit this year
nwl:m:w, Mm a reply.
yroduce a bookiet u~dating the struggle in Eaet Timor. The first few
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HUMAN RIGHTS pay 10.12.81 MEDIA RELEASE

TIMORESE REFUGEFS ARRESTED IN JAKARIA EN ROUTE TO AUSTRALIA

“

"The continued detention of 32 Timorese refugees recently arrested in
Jakarta en route to Australia is a serious indictment of both the
Indonesian and Australian Goverrments", a spokesperson for RAFT said today.

15 refugees were arrested at Jakarta airport on Nov. 4, when they
allegedly presented Indonesian passports without exit permits. A further
17 were then picked up in raids on Timorese houselplds around Jakarta.

It is also believed an Indonesian citizen, who is highly respected by
both Australian Bmbassy officers and the Timorese for his work amongst
the Timorese refugee community in Jakarta, has also been detained, and
papers in his possession confiscated.

The group is being held in a detention centre at Jakarta's airport.
Foreign Affairs officials in Canberra have confimmed the arrests.

Amongst those arrested are at least two family groups each comprising
5-6 children.

Those arrested include:

Lay Tchung Hao Lim Mi Ho
Nheu Koi Tchung lay Li Fa
Fernanda Lai Nheu Seu Fu
Lim Ju Hi Vong Kim Siu
Lim Chen Hi Joarma lay
Ermanda Lay

Most of the detainees have Australian visas.

"Their only crime is that they desperately want to reunite with their
families in Australia after six long years of separation”, said the
RAFT spokesperson.

“Who can blame them for trying to escape illegally? These people have
been waiting in Jakarta for exit permits for at least 12 nonths. During
this time they've had no work, no income from social benefits, their
children have not attended school and they've relied mainly on relatives
in Australia for roney to survive."

"They left East Timor because of the repression there. Their gravest
fear row is that they will be deported back there - probably to prison”.

Australia has two programe intended to assist the reunion of separated

The first was agreed to in principle by Mr Fraser and President Suharto
in 1976. But only 347 of the 625 approved under this scheme have
arrived in Australia. Indonesia obstructs the emigration of Timorese and
refuses to honour its commitment. "The Australian Goverrment is impotent

 because it refuses to do anything it judges might offend Jakarta. The

gram is not a priority because Canberra maintains the fiction that life
‘nommal in Timor and if the families really want to reunite they can go



At the present rats, it will take another 12
Sl ! Ko SRl ¢ } : years for the rest of the
o i!lwhin this agreed list to reunite with immediate family in Australia,

Indonesia continues to deny exit

in Jakarta. -

am since its inception 12 months ago.
refugees (including wnattached

it Timor after September 30, 1980,
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Commeni ty ALd Abroad today called om the Jovernmest o
ismediately grant a viea 1o the Fretilin spolesnan at the United
Wations, Wr Sapos Borta, to enable hin W enter Awstralia
and give evideace to the Sesate Comnitiee Inguiring into Sast Timor.

*It is enthiskable that a Sesate Commitiee could e refused

the opporvtesity of hearing isportant evidesce in Australia whea
it has a0 mseans (teelf W travel overseas 0 take such evidence”,
the acting Sational Director of CAA, Wy Neil O'Sellivan, said

tosday
e Govermment M&d @ esverything it oan to facilitave this
important isdgal CAA and many other Ccommunity organisations
oy \h!u ishaeat of the inguiry and have nade
80 it in the that Australia may at last &

Le mua for NManan righta of the Bast Timorese
| « We ocanact atand 1dly by sow and see the work of the
tiee hindered by any decision o Block the adnission of
a ey withess Llive Ny Jose Ramoa Borta.”

“Jose Bamos Borta is well kmown to CAA Both for hie key sole
ia East Tisor Defore the Indonesian invasion and for his work
2t the UN where he s um feapected and officially recognised

n&mﬁl&n_ Nlmmtmawfmm
iy . the ry. Im a letter of warch 13}, 182
uﬁmm-lm. g asked: “to appear in person

re the Committee with farther informatios about The
Fent siteation in Bast Timor and to propose a comcrele progras
o ﬂ,hm by any Mustralian Covermmest with a view
& ﬂmolomumvmnmm Bast
& Six years at the UNX make his evidence specially
| "v‘ﬁts-.;.m'o second yeference which conmcerns
‘_ 8 nﬂmnu regard o Bast Tisos®

* Comml ttee s willinaneas to
in Avstralia bdefore the
.h. of hearings). Nr Borta
ml in New York for a

Id has denied Ny Worta a visa.
da, Llike the USA, which vote with
oh 2t the N, allow him

m Doug Scott, has

Mtraliang vould agree that
ﬂﬁa in Australia and
- amount o political
umt but would
mtal human rights o 2 e
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(03) 419.5588 Hears East Timor Tour Committee,
el c/- 183 Gertrude St,
FITIROY VIC 3065

August 22, 1982

Dear

Re GCovernment refusal of entrv visa to Mr Jose Ramos Horta

It is understood the Government intends to refuse a visa to Mr Jose Ramos
Horta who has applied to enter the country to address the Senate Foreign
Affairs and Defence Committee which is currently inquiring into the East Timor

question.

Like many others, Nr Horta answered an advertisement published by the

Senate Cogmittee inviting submissions on East Timor by March 30, 1982. 1In his
written submission, Mr Horta asked to bde given the opportunity to develop his
views in person before the Committee and to put & plan for a just resolution
of the Timor conflict. On July 1, 1982, the Committee chairman, Senateor

Doug Scott, repliad to Mr Horta's regquest expressing the Committee's willingness
to take evidence in person from him if he could be availadble in Australia
before the end of Septembar 1982. On Augvst 2, 1982 Mr Horta applied to the
Australian Consul-General in New York for permission to enter Australia as

a private citizen but, despite several ianguiries, is still waiting for the

Government's answer.

Jose Ramos Horta is well known and respected in Australia for championing
the rights of his people. He is Fretilin's representative st the United
Nations and is formally recognised as such by the UN. Fretilin was named
in the 1981 UN resolution as the lidberation movement of East Timor. He has,
however, applied to enter Australia and speak as a private citizem because,
in late 1977, the Government vefused him a visa on the grounds that he
represented a government not recognised by Australia.

The Senate Inquiry into the situation in East Timor and the attendant
responsibilities of the UN and Australia is important and every effort should
be made to facilitate its progress. Mr Horta has sn obvious and important
contridution to make as a leader of the intermmationally recognised
opposition movement to Indonesia's occupation and any plan from such a
quarter for a just resolution of the problem should at least be listened to.
Furthermore his six years at the United Nations have eguipped him better
than most to make a special contribution to the Committee's inquiry iato
its second reference which is: "United Nations resolutions and actioms with
regard to East Timor". To deny him access to Australia is not only to deany
a legitimate voice to the East Timorese people inm this country but to
frustrate the work of a properly constituted Committee of the Senate.

Australia is the only country to deny a visa to Mr Horta. FEven New |
Zealand and the United States, both of which are close allies of Indonesia |
and vote with Indonesia on East Timor resolutions at the UN, permit
access to Mr Horta.

Ve therefore urge you to take every action to ensure that Mr Horta is
: m. m visa to enter Australia. In particular we urge that you
LR X a motion in the Senate calling on the Australian
: Wﬂh Mr Rorta access for the purpose of assisting the
' m ﬂth the mmiq of the inguiry inte East Timor.
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o) Divuligagfo, quer directa ou indirectamente, de informago®s e documentos
( da ONU, do Tribunal Permanente dos Povos e outros ) junto de orga -
nismos nacionais e internacionais, junto de org8os de intormac¢do, de
personaiidades e grupos, comissles e movimentos, inciuindo a Assembleis
da Hepidblica e o Governmo Portugués, o Parlamento Europeu, Conselho da
Europa, Aministia Internacional, o Movimento Justiga e Paz, diversos
organismos de defesa dos Direitos do Homem, e alnda a 1mprensa didria
a8 RTP, a RDP e outros orgfos de informagdo;

2¢3 = Trabalhar para a resoiucfio do problema de Timor Leste

a) colsporar com outros movimentos e grupos de apoio ao Povo Maubere
no sentido de estudar e propdr acgo®s de denincia dos crimes e vio-
lago®s praticadas em Timor Leste;

b) colavorar com organismos nacionais, estrangeiros e internacionais
no sentido de serem abertas as portas de Timor Leste, a rim de que
observadores imparciais possam testemunhar as consequéncias da in-
tervencdo Indonésia e vergficar qual € a situacdo presente no ter-
reno € a fim de que as noticias e a correspondéncia, tal como as
pessoas, possam entrar e sair livremente do territério de Timor
Leste;

¢) Lutar contra a continuag@o do genocidio do Povo de Timor Leste,
quer no referente & iiquidacglo fisica dos seus filhos, quer & lig-
uidagdo moral e cuitural representada pela deslocag8o forgada para
dreas controladas e para outras ilhas, pela repressdo as praticas
animistas, religiosas e sociais e &s formas de expressfo cultural
enraizadas no Povo de Timor Leste;

d) Colaborar com pessoas, movimentos, grupos ou organismos que traba-
lhem no sentido de eer encontrada uma solugaoc para futuro de Timor
Leste, no respeito pelos direitos fundamentais do Povo Maubere e
dentro das normaes do direito internacional,

2.4 - Desenvolver a soiidariedade para com o Povo Naubere, nomeadamente os
refugradeos timorenses,

Mace, At ya 72
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CAFTA DE CRISTACS PORTUGUESES GUE VIVIRAM EM /]
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Santo Padre

. Nés, eristéos portugueses gue, por diversas razoeg,
vivemos algum teppo junto do pov6 de Timor-leste, cabemos
gue Vossa Santidade &€ particularmente senesivel aos =ofrimen-
tos dos homens, E, se sdo muitos os povos que sofrem, poucos
talvez estejam a enfrentar uma tragédia tao grande como o po
Vo de‘TimnréLeste onde a guerra e a fome ja mataram cerca de
duzentos a trezentos mil homens, mulheres e criangas, ou se ja,
cearca de}um ters- a metade da populagao,

A Ihdonésia, gque invadiu este pequeno territério em

1975 tenta fudo para assimilf-lo, mas o povo resiste: nao po

dc rcnuneisr a ser ele préprio, apesar da decisao do invasor

: dt 9 reduﬁir a ser apenas mais uma provincia indonésia, ape-

aar dt ttr aido'obrigado a utilizar a l{ugua, a moeda e a

sp#f;wafdasores indoné-iss.
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-" Com o GI&!RV‘ﬁV&H’htO du lenaeldio e numa scegunda fase au=-
wentoy I‘ftﬁt@llaﬁAbbhirl uma Igreja que assumia a causa do
seu rbvu*" |

Prtutt a uma Indonésia macigamente islamizada, o ca-

tﬂliﬁitlﬁ ﬁ. wwa boa parte do povo de Timor-leste aparecen co=

mo uutt um ﬁhitleﬁlo & integracdo, e h& hoje testemunhos clae

'Tﬁl'itl\tifﬁriﬁi”tbitah pelos ‘invasorea para’ converter os

L

“"*‘i‘ﬁbfiiii@&tia;'Itndo mesmo prometidos alimentos a quem

e ﬁonwtrtqt@

-f ?‘ ‘ 50!@ pbrtﬂsutait ¢ como cristaos somos duplamente

7nv&ttv§ii a&l Ibfrtmtntca do pove de Timor-lLeste:




~ outres eristlon,
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Mas ainda ndo conseguiram fazer-se ouvir pela

.;em.um. internacional,

 tames, Santo Padre, que gquererd ajudd-lo, elevando alto a Vos-

f “”v°‘ Na defesa dos direitos de um pove que tem sido tdo opri=-
Qiﬂﬁ, tur 1850 confiamos em que nio aceitard nem permitird a
integragdo na Iirt}n da Indonfsia da Tgreja de Timor-Leste,
uenn&ra a voutade do seu pove e dos seus pastores,
| Vem de Tiwmor o grite de apelo com gue conclufmos:

="A vez do pove de Timor ndo chega ao mundo livre,
-V

S poveo confia somente na Igreja e nos homens de governo o

 ¢5§§€§¢‘¢¢»!‘? e da Justiga; espera angustiosamente gue se fa-

S algo de positive a sew favor®,
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NUMBER 4 SEPTEMBER 5, 1983

CHURCH CONFIRMS NEW OFFENSIVE IN EAST TIMOR

In a brief message to ACFOA received on September 1, Catholiec Church
gsources in East Timor confirmed that a new, large-scale, Indonesian
military offensive is underway in East Timor involving 10,000

Indonesian troops.

This confirmation follows reports received in June and July from
Church sources in Baucau that both the Indonesian military and
civilians in the area were talking openly of an impending military
build-up in prepavation for an August offensive.

The September 1 Church message also said that early in August
500 Hansips (Timorese militia working with the Indonesian army)
defected to Fretilin taking their weapons with them,

The Church message also confirmed that in August about 15 Indonesian
soldiers were killed and 20 others severely wounded in an incident
in the Vigquegue area and added that in reprisal for this incident
Indonesian troops had killed about 200 people (the exact number

was not known) in a nearby village,.

Comment

A e e v

It is noteworthy that there have been no reports in the Australian media of
Hansip defections or an Indonesian massacre of villagers.

The killing of the 15 Indonesian military in the Viguegque area, however, has
been widely publicised and has even been advanced in some quarters as a
perfectly legitimate reason for the new Indonesian offensive.

There is evidence, however, that the current offensive has been in preparation
since at least June this year and therefore cannot be presented as a response
to the alleged ‘uprising' near Vigqueque.

For example, Fretilin claim to have been informed by Colonel Purwanto in May
and by General Murdani in June that a new offensive would be launched in
August if they did not accept Indonesia's amnesty offer (Age, 1.8.83), and,
as already mentioned, Timorese Church sources reported the widely held belief
in Baucau in June and July that a build-up was imminent.

In his public statements General Murdani {Chief of the Indonesian Armed Forces)

has spoken of an offensive in terms of forcing acceptance of the Indonesian

.M.uy rather than in terms of a need to deal with Fretilin attacks.

If this call {amnesty offer made in July) goes unheeded, the Covernment will use
 dts armed forces and all its arsenal to clean up the remnants of Fretilin
 rebala* t&tm Harapan August 16, 1983, cited Age 18 Aug. 1983).
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Further points to be made regarding the oflfensive

1.

rhere is evidence that East Timor has been sealed off, arguably as part

of an information embargo on military actiwvity.
with the exception of the Australian Parliamentary delegation, foreign
groups seeking to visit East Timor (they include the London-dased
Catholic Insitute for International Relations, Australian aid agencies
and some Religious Order personnel), have been advised to wait until
later this year.

As well departures from East Timor for overseas have been curtailed.
The'600'family reunion programme has been suddenly halted after several
months of regular movement. A group of Timorese expected in Australia
for family reunion on or about August 21 did not come. The Australian
Immigration Department bhas made inguiries but has been unable to learn
why the families did not come or when they can be expected.

The offensive contradicts views put to and reported by the Australian
Parliamentary Delegation to East Timor that Indonesia was concentrating
its efforts on a peaceful resclution of the conflict .

According to the Canberra Times of August 4, 1983 "NMr Morrison said

th Colonel Purwanto and Mr Carrascalao had assured him iIn Fast Timor
last weekend that the army was continuing its campaign to win Fretilin
over by not provoking the guerillas and offering amnesty",
Mr Morrison was guoted in the New Strait Times on August 3, 1983 as

saying: "There has been an obvious, deliberate change in methods of operation,

certainly this year. It's now concentrating very much on psychological

operations. It's a hearts and minds programme... (the Indonesian authorities)

believe that by using hearts and minds techniques those people still
in the hills will gradually be enticed (down)".

An offer of amnesty backed by a threat of major military action is
hardly a conciliatory gesture.

The deployment of 10,000 Indonesian troops (or more, according to some
reports) in East Timor could have disastrous consequences.

b ?his.fbrce is comparable in size to the numbers of troops used in the
initial and bloody invasion of Timor in December 1975.

ii. Given the understanding of the Indonesian military that the armed
resistance has networks in Indonesian controlled villages, it is highly
possible that the Indonesian clean-up operation will not be confined
to the mountains. Already there have been reports of arrests and
deportations to Atauro. (Details of the resistance network were
publicised in the Canberra Times on July 20, 1983 based on captured
Indonesian army documents) .

If is not_clear whqther the International Committee of the Red Cross (as
distinct from the Indonesian Red Cross) is present in East Timor or has

aocgss. The humanitarian services .of such an organisation are obviously
crucial in times liké this.

| EAST 1ﬁlﬂﬁ'xﬂﬁu&§ is iszuéd to btingryou items on East Timor which have not
| been publicised in the mass media. Please circulate it to appropriate

\ ;;:;:ﬁﬁﬂvﬁf‘yunr organisation, to concerned colleagues, friends etc.
o Bk iﬁzgﬂﬂﬁz ?ﬁ@ Walsh, 183 Gertrude St, Fitzroy 3065 (03) 419 5588
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A Statement on CGI. 2001

Below 15 a2 translation of the Free East Tumor Japan Coalition statement on CGI. which
was handed to Loan Aid Division, Economic Cooperation Bureau, Mmiustry of Foreign
Affars on 11th October.

Free East Timor Japan Coalition
calls for postponement of the Tokyvo CGI meeting

The Free East Timor Japan Coalition calls on the Japanese government to pressure the
Indonesian government to disarm militia groups operating m West Timor and take
concrete action agamst those in the Indonesian military who created and continue to
support these militia groups. We also call on the Japanese government 1o request that
the upcoming CGI meeting im Tokyo be postponed indefmitely until the above ends are
achieved.

The Indonesian government has calied on the militias to voluntarily disarm. but 1o no
effect, and has now extended the final date for disarmament to October 16. It will
therefore be impossible to confirm whether or not the militias have been properly
disarmed before the CGI meeting begms on October 17. In this way Indonesia hopes 0
avond hinkage between aid and disarmament of the militias.

UN staff who observed the first day of voluntary weapon returns by the militias m
Atambua on September 21 and the ensuing violence commented that the Indonesian
military and police did nothing to stop the violence. If the international community
accepts this farce as "disarmament” the process will amount to nothing and militia
groups will retamn thewr weapons.

Cmm lndnncsum ofﬁcmls have made emotional and mﬂammatm statements

ternational community's concern over the situation in West Timor
mﬂmwmmmm&pwmwmmdcm of UN staff in
Atambua were the result of intelhigence operations by foreign government agents.
Vice-President Megawati, at a ceremony marking the founding of Kopassus (the
Indonesian special forces, the group most strongly implicated in supporting the militias ).
said that it was unjust 1o criticize Kopassus, and that it should have confidence m itself.
The co-ordinating mimister for political and security affairs, Susilio Bambang
Yudhoyono, said at 2 meeting in West Timor attended by top militia leaders that the UN
was also responsibie for the refugee problem, and that non-aligned nations supporied

Amuen Rais. speaker of the Indonesian People's Consultative Assembly (MPR), has
strred up xenophobic sentiments by stating that international pressure on Indonesia 1s 2
US plot. Along with public statements like these from political leaders, other acts of
~extreme xenophobia have taken place, such as the rioting students who broke mto the
,mﬁumwnwmmmmsm

e »mimvuuhmmaww (CNRT/NC) called
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Carta ave Bispos Portugiueses

Assunto: Situacdo em Timor-leste ’ , ' 3

Bxcel®ocia Bewerendissima:

; A situagdo em Timor-leste preccupa-oos, hoje, mais do que

| Com efeito, se & certo gque, no anc pessade, o3 vdrics Qmwedos

de Soderania portugueses se empemiaram, com um wigor nunca antes 333i-

BSalade, em acgles comcretas visando a defesa da dignidade 2 dosg direi-

tos fundamentais do Powo Maubere, ftambém & certo que a votacdo na As-
m m das Bacles Unidas sobre o assumte, foi tamgencial.

Qm dados, apesar de tardios e mal preparados, Toram
*m de regozijo e de mowas esperancas. Infelizmeafe, 3
. do N! m torsar diffcil a pressecucdo das miltiplas e
nd  que, =0 plamo intermo e intermacional, se
indfveis.0 risco de gque 2 questido morra
'_m.tc existe. B com isso b o riseo de ver de-~

ﬂ s 3 ﬂqria que foi, para ¢ pove de
m. fiulmh. iniciativas mpou:-

dm-nmaumaewez,mm
wivo uwn bomem, em Af-

s como o afirma ¢ jormalista
Inquirer de 28 de Maio de 1982.
} eate jormalista, que esteve

t8ncia de cexca de 1 200 zuew-




0 recente desembarque em Dili, entre 28 de Dezembro e os
primeiros dias de Janeiro de 1983, de mais seis batalhlee (cerca
de trés mil soldados a juntar aos cerca de trinta mil que jd esta-
Yam no territéric), na sequénecia de diversas operacdes da Fretilin
¢ da morte, em Loré, do filho do general Widodo, demonstram o vigor

da guerrilha e a instabilidade da situacgdo.

0 medo, no entanto, & generalizado, e quase ninguém pode
falar. 56 a voz corajosa Je Monsenhor Martinho Lopes, Administrador
Apostdlico de Dili, nos chega de tempos a tempos, apesar do bloqueio

a que a ilha continua sujeita.

Sabemos que o Administrador Apostélico tem denunciado, nas
suas homilias, as atrocidades que acima relatamos, e que num dos do-
mingos de Dezembro rezou, na Missa, pela independéncia de Timor-Leste
e para que Portugal fizesse algo pelo seu povo.

Mas a voz deste Pastor, que teima em defender as suas ove-
lhas da sanha feroz dos que querem destruir o seu povo, parece ndo
encontrar eco, nem mesmo em Portugal...

Sabemos que os meios catdlicos americanos se t8&m vindo a
interessar, cada vez mais, pelo problema, a ponto de nas duas CAma-
ras do Congressoc Americano terem sido apresentadas propostas e mani-
festada grande preocupac¢fio pela situagdo em Timor-Leste, nomeadamente
aquando da visita do Presidente Suharto (da Indonésia) aos Rstados
Unidos, em Qutubro do ano passado. Mas desconhecemos que tenham sido
feitos contactos e manifestado, pela Hierarquia 6atélica Portuguesa,
aprego e interesse pelo que muitos bispos e personalidades catdlicas
Americanas estdio a fazer para sensibilizar a opinifo piblica, e para
tentar minorar o sofrimento do povo de Timor-Leste e encontrar uma

ntﬁliqio-dntti para o problema.

: Desconhecemos o interesse que eventualmente terd sido posto
-;;I‘lﬁ. ‘4.’00 portugueses no contacto com a Igreja Australiana ou com

~outras Igrejas da i, da Buropa e do mundo, para se informarem e para
mm formae de apoio & Igreja de Timor-Leste.

‘  1f]hl¢ﬂlh.0IIbl quais os esforgos que terdo sido feitos peI
- para saber qual a situacgfo dos missiondrios catdli-

{f ll !llor (aﬁauns dos quais fcrmados nos nossos semi-

;f.!h%xttre- de Lisboa fez chegar ds mlos
igimos ao Papa aquando da sua histérica




a-* g

Mas nfo temos ouvido elogiar, publicamente, o heroismo oris-
tio das martires desta Igreja tho sacrificada, tais como Rosma Bonnp&r-i
te o Maria Goreti, a gque se refere um testemunho publicado na revista
Magnificat de Fevereiro de 1982, Nem temos assistido a oragles publi-
cAs ou outras manifestagles de solidariedade, que a Igreja e o povo de
Timor-leste bem merecem e de que tanto carecem.

Sendo a Igreja Catdélica a iunica organizag¢dio supra-nacional
qQue se tem mantido presente e actuante, em permandncia, em Timor-Les-
te, e sendo os padres e missionarios de Timor a melhor e quase ¥nica
fonte de informacSes sobre a situagio no territdrio - para além dos
refugiados -, niio temos visto, da parte da Hierarquia Portuguesa, o
empenho em se informar ¢ divulgar as informagles que eventualmente
tenha oconseguido obter, com a solicitude que a extrema gravidade da

situaglio exigiriam.

Vimos, com midgos, passar o Dia Mundial da Pas sem ouvir, da

parte da Hierarquia e dos orglos apropriados da Igreja, uma palavra
piblica firme e clara sobre este drama que continua quase silencioso.

Por tudo isto nos inquietamos. E, por tudo isto nos senti-
mos confusos e, por vezes, desapontados. Confiamos, mesmo asaim, na
Provid@ncia Divina, e no Bspirito Santo que, por certo, inspirard Vossa
Excel8ncia Reverendi{ssima, sobre ¢ que de melhor pode e deve fazer
para bem deste pove tio corajoso e tlo sacrificado.

Esperamos que niio seja necessario o martirio, "por acidente",
de D. Martinhe Lopes - sobre quem as autoridades indondsias t&m feito
incidir ameagas e campanhas de difama¢fo ~-; esperamos que nio seja ne-
cessdrio o martfrio dos padres e missiondrios que o acompanham - alguns
dos quais j& experimentaram, no corpo e no espirito, a wioléncia fisi-
©a o moral, e atf o impmcto das dalas das tropas de ocupacio - para que
a Igreja e o povo PortuguSs acordem para as suas responsabilidades mo-
lth. mﬁﬂun. polfticas e oculturais.

que a oraclic e o apelo angustioso dos nossos irmfies
b Sl m A mtro o8 nossos ouvidos tapados e os nossos coragfes
~ fechadoa. A Igreja Portuguesa que missionoun, desde o infcio, tio lon-
inquas ms “Wg por certo, assumir as suas responsadilidades

i .bm o “M, e nesse sentido apelamos a Vossa Exce-

,, m. Muitos, em Portugal, aguardam uma accfio firme
Igreja. Onde tantos vacilaram, nio pode fraquejar a

t8os. Nio podemos imaginar, sequer, o que signi-
)8 @ para todos os homens deste Pafs, uma si-
Igreja perante o problema mais pungente do

ijeses. Para muitos seria, provavelmente, o

;M nos ligam tantos lacos de convivén-
0% l‘, na Bsperanca e na Caridade ,

| recusasse dar a mic, nio sa-

re § m !’w moral para o que guer




d-

Perdoai, Excel®ncia Reverendissima, mas nio

, i A podemos calar
o grito 1lln$-shte ® quase desesperado que uSo chega destes irmios
com quem Qll‘ dia convivemos, e que nio podem esperar maisl

f_‘: R P Que a Lus do Bepirito ilumine Vossa Bxcellnecia
S R | Reverend{ssima, e que a Porga de Deus lhe 42
i ’f':f- | i Coragem e guie os passos

Coimbra, 26 de Jameiro de 1983

mm de Sowsa Alvim Eliseu

QG M!&m Pcu ‘7

, de Azevedo Guedes Paiva
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