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1S, 1S FORMULATING
NEW POLICY ON ASIA

‘Quarantine Strategy' Would Seek |

to Confine Region’s Conflicts
" to Communist Countries

By RICHARD BURT

Specialto The New York Thnes
WASHINGTON, March 14 — The Car-
ter Administration, as a result of the
fighting between China and Vietnam and
the increasing tension between Peking
and Moscow, is formulating a policy that
would seek to confine any conflicts in
northern and southeastern Asia to Com-

munist nations.

White House and State Department
aides report that the Administration's
oals in Asia are to steer clear of direct
lvement in disputes between Com-
munist nations and to insure that these
conflicts do not engulf pro-Western coun-

tries. To achieve these objectives, a sen- ||

for State Department official said, the
Administration is “quaran-
tine strategy’’ designed to limit the im-
pact of Communist fighting on American
security interests in the area,

Essential to such a_strategy, he said,
are the offer of increased economic and
military assistance to non-Communist
nations in Asia and a reaffirmation of an
earller Administration decision to re-
maina in the region,

offi said that aspects of the Ad-
ministration’s plans were alluded to re.
cently by Secretary of Defense Harold
Brown. “The conflict in Asia requires us
to help cur friends,” he said in a televised
interview. "We want to bolster their
ggﬂahﬂiﬁs. both economically and mili-

y.u

Steps to Buoy Friends

The Administration is said to havel|,

agreed recently to help Thailand modern-
ize its armed forces and to suspend, at
least temporarily, any further withdraw-
als of American forces from South Korea.
Contingency plans for reducing the size of
American naval forces in western
Pacific have also been shelved for now,
Pentagon officials said.

Behind these policy dacisions is the
view of top officials that the long period of
conflict between Communist and pro-
Westarn natlons in Asia has given way to
a pew era of protracted competition {or
in;liueme between China and the Soviet
Union.

Even before the recent outbreak of
fighting in Indochiina, the Administration
had decided against any further major
cutbacks in the American pressnce in
Asia. The requirements of the *‘quaran-
;iine strategy'’ have reinforced this deci-

on.

Officials say that the immediate effact
of the fighting in Indochina has been to
strengthen Washington’s ties with allies

in the area, and a high State Department |/

aide reported that relations with Japan,
South Korea and Thailand “*had never
been better.”” At the same time, the aide

expressed ¢oncern over the longterm im-{' -

plications of Communist conflicts for the

eaenritynf Amaricran atliae

Daager of Political Division

While emphasizing that the Unitad
States could not afford'to take sides in the
Communist conflicts, the official main-
tained that an American retreat from
Asia would quickly result in a political
division of the region in which pro-West.
em nations would come under intenss
pressure to align themselves with Peking
or Moscow. “By remaining a force in
Asia we can prevent this process of polar-
ization,” the aide said, **and thhs insure
that conflicts will not spill over into non-
Communist countries.”

Until recently, officials wera most con-
cerned about the implications for Thai-
land of the fighting in Indochina. After
Vietnam's invasion of Cambodia, Ameri.
can intelligence officials learned that
China was sending military shipments to
Cambodian ts through - Thai
territory. During the visit of Prime
Minister Kriangsak Chamanand of Thai-
land to Washington earlier this year, Ad-
ministration. officials wamed him that
Vietnam might use those shipments as a
rre&m for a military strike into Thai-
an

China's attack on Vietnam is now
thought to have made a Vietnamese move
against Thailand unlikely, but officials
believe the Chinese incursion has added
to the security concerns of other coun.
tries, particularly Japan. ,

The Soviet Union- has already sent
abgut 12 warships into the South China

| Sea and some analysts contend that Viet.

nam, threatened by China, might be will.
| ing tozllow the Soviet Navy to establisha
permanent base at Cam Ranh Bay. Such
a development, they said, would pose a
major threat to sea lanes vital to the eco-
nomic life of Japan and the Association of
South East Asian Nations, which em-
braces Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines, Singapore and Thaitand.

‘  How Strategy Will Waork

Officials also voiced fears about the
possible impact of Chinese-Soviet compe-
;i‘:llunonmesubiluy of the Korean Penin-

a. - .

Responding to these concerns, the Ad-
ministration is described as moving to-
ward a broad strategy for Asia that in.
cludes the following:

My Mng%mgﬁﬁgwwm
ance. e er 3
sak’s visit, the Administration agreed, in
princiul:le, to help Thailand develop
armed forces capable of deterring a Viet-
namese attack. The officials said the Ad-
mtinistration would be symgzgetic to
weapon requests from mem of the |
Associationwof South East Asian Nations,
while Japan would be encouraged to con-
' tinue its air and naval buildup.

9The maintenance of American forces,
In 1977 Mr. Carter announced the with-
drawal of all American ground forces
from South Xorea and, more recently,
Pentagon analysts had been considering
the withdrawal of one carrier task force
from' the Navy’'s Seventh Fleet in the
western Pacific. However, early this
year Mr. Carter disclosed that the further
reduction of American forces had been
suspended pending a high-level review of
the situation in the region.

Officials also said that the conflict in
Indochina had underscored the impor.
tance of the Southeast Aslan organization
and added that the Administration, to-
gether with the Japanese Government,
was prepared to step up ecopomic sup-
port for the coalition and to back closer

iiﬁlﬁl"ﬂ HOAVH ‘AVASYNHL ‘STWLL YJOX MAN dHlL
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ESPITE AMERICA'S sup- |
posed interest in hu-
man rights violations

around the world, the US.
press and government have
neglected one spot where mili-
tary invasion has decimated &
| tenth of the indigenous popu-
| lation. You can pinpoint East
Timor in your atlas as one-half !
of a smallisland just northwest
of Australia. On December 3,
1978, while Jonestown was
filling the front pages of U.S.
newspapers across the coun-
try, a U.N. General Assembly |
Committee heard professor
Noam Chomsky report on the
vastly greater bloodbath in
East Timor. Chomsky stated
| that, since 1975, Indonesia,
with U.5. military and political
backing, has been systemati-
cally crushing a popular inde-
pendence movement in the |
former Portuguese colony and,
in the process, has slaughtered
between 60,000 and 100,000
people. One of Chomsky's
sources, the Australian Parlia-
ment Legislative Research
Service, has called the invasion
“indiscriminate killing on a
scale unprecedented in post.
World War I history.”

Indonesia’s Premier Suharto
and his supporters are no
strangers to bloodbaths. In
1965, also with U.S, backing,
they took power in a coup,
then devastated the country-
side in order to rid Indonesia
of communism (the Party en-
Joyed wide popular support).
Inthatadventure, 500,000 peo-
ple were murdered.

Recent testimony given by
East Timorese refugees in Por-
' tugal to Australian journalist
Jill Jolliffe sound like a replay
of history: “There have been
iwo very big offensives by the
| Indonesians in the past vear,”
said Jolliffe this past Decem-
! ber,"andinthe first, beginning |
about December [1977] and
continuing through January
| and February, there was car-
pet-bombing of very small vil-
lages. I have one particuiarly
| gruesome letter . . . describing
people trying to flee [from one
of the villages) along a river
| just stuffed with bodies."”
Since 1965, Indonesia, a raw

Overseas

THE SECRET
WAR IN
EAST TIMOR

by Ellen Cantarow

materials cornucopia, has been
=as U.S. business journals are
fond of putting it—a paradise
for investors, which is why the
U.S. isloathe to rock the Indo-
nesian boat. The United States
has been a major supplier of
weapons used by Indonesia in
East Timor, including 16 Rock-
well OV-10 Bronco planes—
counter-insurgency aireraft

- used in Vietnam.

East Timor has never been
included within the colonial or
post-colonial boundaries of In-
donesia. Before 1974 it was a
Portuguese colony. Soon after
the Portuguese revoiution that

year, East Timor gained inde- |

pendence. After a three-week
civil war—in which Indonesia

| had a hand, according to vari-
| @us sources— FRETILIN
(Revolutionary Frant for the
Liberation of East Timor)
emerged in August 1975 as the
leading independence party.
It was directly after this—and
a visit by Henry Kissinger and
then-President Gerald Ford
to Jakarta—that Indonesia in-
vaded the island. The reason
for the invasion, said Chom-
sky in a recent conversation, is
that Indonesia is an expansion-
ist power. “It has a concept of
‘the Indonesian archipelago.’
And while the United States
could tive with an independent
Timor, it can’t live with a frus-
trated Indonesia.”

In 1977 the U.S. proved
Chomsky’s point. That year
Indonesian Foreign Minister

MAY 1970
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Adam Malik, one who knows
his massacres, estimated the
number of persons killed in
East Timor as **50,000 or per-
haps 80,000." In March of the
same year the Siate Depart-
ment’s Human Rights report
contained ne mention what-
ever of the invasion.

Forthat year, The New York
Times index—as good an indi-
cation of U.S. press coverage
as any—had a scant five lines
on East Timor. This was down
from an anxious six columns
of indexing in 1975, when the
entire West was f| retting about
possible leftward turns by for-
mer Portuguese colonies.

Of this kind of U.S. repori-
ing, Village Voice press critic
Alexander Cockburn ob-
served: . . . In Cambodia and
East Timor the time frame for
alleged atrocities is about the
same, the numbers of those al-
legedly slaughtered is roughly
similar (though 5 to 10 times
higher in East Timor relative
to the size of population) . . .
Yet whereas the American me-
dia have dwelt extensively on
the horrors of Cambodia, there
has been more or less absolute
silence, outside Australia, in
the case of East Timor."” Cock- |
burn added that while there
wasn’t much the U.S, could do
about Cambodia, there was a
good deal of potential U.S. in-
fluence over Indonesia, a client
state.

The most recent reports
from Australin say that the
number of Indonesian troops
has grown to 45,000 and that
there is continuing aerial
bombing. Morther Jones read-
ers are urged 10 write Sen.
Frank Church, chair of the
Senate Foreign Relations
Commitiee, Room 245, Rus-
sell Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510; and
Rep.Clement). Zablocki,chair
of the House International Re-
lations Committee, Room
2183, Rayburn House Office
Building, Washington, D.C.
20515. Ask that the U.S. stop
all aid to Indonesia until it |
pulls out of East Timor,

Ellen Camtarow is a columnisi
Jor Boston's The Real Paper, |
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ATIN AMERICA: Sleeping
Giant to the South™ is
one of those stories hard-

ple of what won't sell. Such
articles only mean sleeping
readers to the north, they say;
Americans simply don't like
foreign news.

Thus, in the spirit of spitting
in yet another eye, we've put a

Latin Armerican story on this |

month's cover. And, besides
Ron Chernow’s story about an
aviator-priest'sdeath in Guate-
mala (p. 32), there are two
other pieces from abroad this
month: Ellen Cantarow's re-

| port on the slaughter of 60,000
| to 100,000 people in East

' boiled editors cite as an exar.- |

Timor {p. 64), and Rory

O’Connor’s disturbing tale
about the suppression of some
imaginative dissidents in
Czechoslovakia (p. 42)—even
though the language they used
was music. In short, this issue

of Mother Jones is a newsstand | ||
| dealer's nightmare. i

Why don’t people like for-
eign news? It is easy to put it
down as typical American
ethnocentrism; we on the Left,
of course, feel we can rise
above thatattitude, Buta num-
ber of us suffer from a different

version of the same disease. | [
Call it Post-Vietnam Syn- |

drome. There probably isn't a |

| single Mother Jones reader—

or editor—who hasn't felt
some twinge of this. After the
U.S. fineily ended its bloody
involvemment in the Vietnam
War, we all felt relief—the
giddy, liberated relief of some-

one released from the hospital |

after a long illness. Though
our country remained an im-
perialist bully with a lot of

i shady sidekicks, at least it

wasn't officially fighting 2 war
anywhere. And so it seemed
we had time to turn our atten-
tion away from the world
scene and toward our personal
lives, jobs or domestic issues
like sexual equality, nuclear

power and the environment. |

To some extent, Mother
Jones has ‘shared that syn-
drome—and the illusions be-
hind it. We ran relatively few

' foreign stories during our first

three years (1976-78). But re-

Backstage

RAISING HECK
AROUND
THE WORLD

World traveler Pinkie considers foreign affairs.

e

cent events, particularly the
upheaval in Iran, which we
covered in the last issue, have
made it abundantly clear that
the basic assumption of the
Post-Vietnam Syndrome is
wrong: the ULS. has not ceased
to support reactionary dicta-
torships around the world. It
was classic Ugly American
military aid that built up the
brutal regime responsible for
the death of a good American,
Bill Woods, and uncounted
thousands of Guatemalans.
Anditwas U.S. arms that have
helped Indonesia carry out one
of the largest peasant murders
anywhere since World War I1.

Photograph by Louise Kollenbaum
Articles on subjects like these

are so much involved with |

American aid and American
corporations that they aren't
really *“foreign™ at all. And
that’s something the old sleep-
ing-glant mythmakers never
understoed,
[ L ] [ 3

You may have noticed the
advertisement Time magazine
Ten in a recent Mother Jones.
This was what's known as an
exchange-- Timewas supposed
to run one of our subscnptlon
ads in return, But it hasn't ex-
actly worked out that way.
After they sent us their ad, we
sent themn one of ours, headed

MAY2 1979

“*What Do Jimmy Carter and
Hunter Thompson Have in
Common? They're Both Sub-
scribers to Morher Jones.”
Word came back from some-

thing called the 7ime Adver- |

tising Copy Committee: we
had to provide *prior written
permission” from both men to
use their names. Hmmmm.

So we sent Time the other
subscription ad we had on
hand, headlined “Raise Hell

head: no “Hell." While we
were wondering how “Raise
Heck with Morher Jones™
would look, further instruc-
tions came down: everything
we said in this ad about our

investigative stories would |
have to be fully documented. |

Publisher Mark Dowie de-
bated sending in the seven feet
of files he has from his exposé
of the Ford Pinto's inflam-
mable gas tank, but finally de-
cided it was less work to write
up a special ad just for Time.

Thishedid. Buthisrestrained |
copy still had the words “Ford |

Pinto" in it. Time called back:
could we change that to “auto-
mobile,” please? At that point
we decided the heck with it,
and billed Time for their ad in

| Mother Jones.

[ ] L ] [ ]

Just as we were going lo
press, we received word that
Karl Stetter, the priest who
flew Ron Chernow around
Guatemala while Chernow re-
searched this issue's cover

| story, was abducted by the

Guatemalan military and sev-
eral days later expelled from

the couniry. After an initial |

silence, the government cryp-
tically charged Stetter with
being an ‘‘undesirable for-
eigner” and with “pursuing
activities outside his ministry.”
The Guatemalan Army has
now taken over all flights in

and out of the Ixcan jungle |
region, where Chernow was, |

and appears to be planning to
crush the co-op he visited. All
of this only strengthens the
suspicion that Bill Woaods, the
co-op's founder and the main
subject of this story, was mur-
dered. —Adam Hochschild

| with Mather Jones.” The Com-
mittee shook its collective |
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NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, MAY 23, 1979

An unintended achievement of the

Iranian revelution is that finally
—nrinute attention is being given to in-
fractions of human rights in Iran.
Other third-world countries, espe-
cially those favored by the United
States Government and corporations,
escape such attention.
.~In Indonesia, for example, human-
rights violations have been monumen-
tal, and there are unmistakable signs
that Genera! Subarto’s regime may
miet the same fate as the Shah's.
— Since 196586, when Suharto consoli-
dated power, his regime's atrocities
have been underplayed in the West.
_The slaughter of perhaps one million
people and the incarceration of half a
million have been porirayed as a re-
sponse to an attempted, allegedly
Communist coup d’état
,. This year's State Department
buman-rights report states that ‘‘up to
500,000 may have been initially de-
tgined .. ..on suspicion of complicity in
the attempted coup.”
~*'Can anyone give an example of a
§00,000-person  coup » asks Prof.
Benedict Andersom, a respected au-
thority on Indonesia, in 8 refutation of
the State Department report.
' The Carter Administration justifies
{ts economic and military suppori of
{ndonesia by claiming that there have
been improvements in human rights
{here. Much is made of the publicized
lease of political prisoners. In fact,
e numbers of the released prison-
&rs are redeployed for forced labor on
emment-owned plantations; the
rest, denied the required “certificates
4f noninvolvement in the coup of 1965,"
cannot get jobs. ;
! Amnesty International reported last
mber that there were "almaost cer-
y stiil more than 30,000 political
prisoners in Indonesia.” They are held
tia appalling conditions. Thousands
ve died of medical neglect. Many
have gone without trial for 13 years.
Among the new prisoners are former
typporters of General Suharta.
The significance ¢f Suharto’s re-

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Suharto
Vs

‘Indonesia

By Egbal Ahmad

pression since 1972 {s that having
slaughtered his enemies, he has now
turned on his original supporters.

Suharto's once-broad coalition has
effectively disintegrated because he
has niot met the middle-class expecta-
tions of economic growth in a frame-
work of indigenous capitalism and
democratic freedoms.

Initially, the West's generous back-
ing helped curb inflation, attracted
multinational  corperations and
brought imported luxuries. The resuit-
ing sense of prosperity reinforced the
coalition. But then the corporations
found links with officials more lucra-
tive than with native entrepreneurs.
«Joint ventures” became less a part-
pership in production than profit-shar-
ing between foreigners and high offi-
cials. And with bribes reaching re-
ported figures of up to $30 million, cor-
ruption defined class. A

Agribusiness and modernization of
agriculture deprived millions of their
livelihood and dislocated rural people
without significantly increasing pro-
duction. :

By 1977, Indonesia, formerly sel{-
sustaining in rice, became the world's
No. 1 rice importer; famine broke out
only a few miles from Jakarta, the

- capital. In 1976, the national oil com-

pany, Pertamina, went bankrupt with
$10.5 billion in foreign debt, making In-

donesia the only members of the Or-

ganization of Petroleum Exporting

2
Countries to have a bankrupted na-
tional oil company, and bringing Indo-
nesia’s total foreign debt to $20 billion.

As the New Order Coalition disinte-
grated, General Suharto found it nec-
essary to fix elections and suppress
dissent. Fixing the elections of 1971
had required careful engineering; in
1977, it required outright bulldozing.

In between, former allies were ar-
rested and newspapers closed. Iso-
lated at home, and keen to divert its
edgy younger officers, the junta
launched a brutal aggression in East
Timor, a former Portuguese colony.

Relief organizations and independ-
ent observers, including the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross, are
barred from East Timor, now annexed
by Indonesia. Hence, it is difficult to
reach an accurate estimate of the on-
going slaughter. Shepherd Forman, an
anthropologist who worked in Timor,
described it as “the annihilation of a
simple mountain people.”

in the forthcoming book *“The Wash-

ington Connection and Third World
Fascism,” Noam Chomsky and Ed-
ward S. Herman have presented the
available information. Their evidence,
whose credibility is confirmed by
other kmowledgeable sources, Sug-
gests that up to 100,000 people, or a
sixth of East Timor’s total population,
may have been killed by the Indone-
sian invaders; more shall die, for the
occupation and resistance to it is con-
tinuing.
The hope for a timely and just peace
lies in public opinicn’s inducing West-
ern governments, especially the
United States Government, to with-
hold arms supplies until Indonesia
heeds the United Nations' call for the
exercise by Timoris of the rightof self-
determination.

Eqbal Ahmad, a Fellow of the Insti-
tute for Policy Studies, @ private re-
search organization in Washington, is
a guest columnist.

L
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Indonesia:
500,000 in
Coup Plot? Ens Fpr 1

By Eqbal Ahmad

ASHINGTON — An unin-
tended achievement of the
Iranian revolution is that finally
minute attention is being given to
infractions of human rights in Iran.
Other Third World countries, el.Te-
cially those favored by the US.
government and corporations, es-
cape such attention. ; .

n Indonesia human rights viola-
tions have been monumental, an'd
there are signs that Gen. Suharto’s
regime may meet the same [ate as
the shah.

Since 1965-66, when Sul_'mrt'o
consolidated power, his regime’s
atrocities have been undcrrlayed in
the West, The slaughter of perhaps
1 million people and the incarcera-
tion of half a million have been

ortrayed as a response to an
gttemgled. allegedly Communist
coup.

Forced Labor

This year's State Dcpann}!:m
human rights report states that “up
to 500,000 may have been initially
detained. . .on suspicion o["com-
plicity in the attempted coup.

“Can anyone give an example of
a 500,000-person coup?” asks Prof.
Benedict Anderson, an authority
on Indonesia, in a refutation of the
report.

The administration justifies its
economic and military support of
Indonesia by claiming that there
have been improvements in human
rights there. Much is made of the
publicized release of political pris-
oners. In fact, large numbers of
them are redeployed for forced la-
bor on .government plantations.
The rest, denied the required “‘certi-
ficates of nom-involvement in the
coup of 1965,” cannot get jobs.

Amnesty International reported
in October that there were “almost
certainly still more than 30,000 po-
litical prisoners in Indonesia.’
They arc held in appalling condi-
tions. Thousands have died of med-
ical neglect. Many have gone with-
out trial for 13 years. Among the
new prisoners are former support-
ers of Suharto.

Initially, the West's gederous
backing helped curb inflation, et-
tracted multinational corporations
and brought imported luxuries. The
resulting sense of prosperity rein-
forced the coalition. But then the
mliporalions found links with offi-
cials more lucrative than with na-
tive entrepreneurs, “Joint ventures”
became less a partnership in pro-
duction than profit-sharing be-
tween foreigners and officials. And
with bribes reaching reported fig-
ures of up to $30 million, corrup-
tion defined class,

Agribusiness and the moderniza-
tion of farming deprived millions
of their livelihood and dislocated
rural people without significantly
increasing production.

By 1977, Indonesia, formerly
self-sustaining 1t rice, became the
world's No. | rice importer; famine
broke out only a few miles from
akarta, the capital. In 1976, the
national oil company, Pertaming,
went bankrupt with $10.5 billion in
foreign debt, making Indonesia the
only members of the Organization
of Petroleum Exporting Countries
te have a bankrupted national oil
company, and brin%ing Indonesia’s
foreign debt to $20 billion.

As the New Order Coalition
disintegrated, Suharto found it nec-
essary 1o fix elections and suppress
dissent. Fixing the elections of 197]
had required careful engineering.
In 1977, it required outright
bulldozing,

In between, former allies were ar-
rested and newspa; closed. Iso-
lated at home, and keen to divert
its edgy younger officers, the junta
launched a brutal apgression in
East Timor, a former Portuguese
colony.

Relief organizations and inde-
endent observers, including the
nternational Committee of the

Red Cross, are barred from East
Timor, now annexed by Indonesia.
Hence, it is difficult to reach an ac-
curale estimate of the ongoing
slaughter. Shepherd Forman, an
anthropologist who worked in
Timor, described it as “the annihi-
lation of a simple mountain
people.”

Other sources suggest that up to
100,000 people, or a sixth of Fast
Timor's pc:EMation, may have been
killed by the invaders. More shall
die, for the occupation and resist-
ance to it is continuing,

The hope for a timely and just
jpeace lies in public opinion’s induc-
ing Weslern governments, especial-
ly the United States, to withhold
arms vntil Indonesia heeds the UN
call for the exercise by Timoris of
the right of self-determination.

(The author is a fellow of the Insti-
tute for Policy Studies, a research or-
ganization in Washington. )

Cr979, The New York Times,



Maputo to the centrel and northern
provinces must either chance one over-
burdened telephone line or send air-
freighted messages via daily flighta
from the capital to the centres of
Beira, Quelimane, Nampuia and
Nacala,

At the moment, the airline provides
the surest method of communication
in a country whose borders are the In-
dian Ocean for one thousand miles and
then run inland along a series of
reagraphic boundaries with Tenzania,
Malawi, Zambia, Rhodesia and South
Africa.

While DETA's probiems are cer-
ainly manageable through the hiring
f contract crews from abroad (British
didland already runs the airline's
ong distance flights to Rome and East
lerlin every week), the situation in the
arming sector cannot be solved so
asily. Russian, Chinese and Western
xperts have been involved in Mozam-
ique’s infant egricultural economy
I over thres years. But as the ex-

erience at the state farm west of
{aputo shows, the lack of skills on
Ach farms has led to a drastic curtail-
1ent in the use of basic machinery.

The deputy manager of the Moambo
irm, one of 34 which have been set up
) run previousty Portuguese-owned
irm complexes, is a 23 year
gricultural student who openly ad-
iita his lack of experience,

His name is Mr Jose Chicoge and he
rightly proud that a workforce of
most 2,000 labourers has helped to
iltivate much of the 24,000 acres
hich were abendoned by white
rmers in the area after indepen-
mee.,

On paper the project looks im-

essive, But in terms of production

e farm can only be counted g disap-

rintment. According ta official

wures it produced 2,724 tons of mixed
getables (excluding maize whose

p was hit by drought} last year,

ile both the beef herd of 1,700 cattle

d the small dairy herd of 100 cows

1 little to feed & hungry population

around half a million in the nearby

sital. Foot and mouth disease meant
at most cattle could not he
irketed, while irrigation problems

1 ignorance of fertiliser technique

luced the vegetable yield to o

ifully low output,

o T mermme  mesiSss dew sy P alAEE bbb A 6T

grey in his hair is alleged to come from
his own hand, to give him the
venerable gravitas admired in the
East,

Mr Thieu, son of a small landowner,
was educated in Hue, Vietnam's
cultural capital in Annam beside the
Perfumed River, that same tranquil
town ravaged by the 1968 Tet offen-

1TYUEBL W LarTy 10 UNS Of goIa IFOm
Saigon to Europe. The present Viet-
namese Government insist that he got
away with three and a half tons.
Today, the ex-President's
philosophy is straightforward un-
diluted cold war doctrine circa 1960,
one could be listening to Barry
Goldwater. Totally simplistic
hallmarked anti-Communism: China

12

long ago and far away,

[ am fitfully reminded of the last
time I talked to a big man in Viemam:
it was years ago in Hanoi, shaking with
hombs, and the man wes the late Un-
cle Ho Chi Minh. As I recall it, he gave
me a Jack Daniels.

In the circumstances, it was very
civil of ex-Prasident Thieu to have
seen me at all.

M

EFFORTS were made this wesk to
reawaken world interest in the plight
of Portugal's former colony in East
Timor, where as many ss 100,000 peo-
ple are said by refugees to have been
killed by Indonesian invaders since
1975,

At a one-day internstional con-
ference, speakers including American
and Australian campaigners laid
detailed charges against Indonesia’s
occupying forces, accusing them of
terrorising the farming population
with bombardments, mass killings,
and torture.

Mr Ken Fry, a leading member of
Australia’s Labour Perty, claimed
that Indonesian troops have killed
100,000 people — a sixth of the
island’s populaion — since they took
over the capital of Dili in December,
1975.

Noeam Chomsky, of the
Massachussetts Institute of
Technology, attacked the Western
press for drawing “'a veil of silence”
aver the invasion. He claimed that In-
donesia’s arms supply ran out in 1977,
but that it was able to continue the in-
vasion with new OV.10 Bronco
counter-insurgency pienes, troop
carriers and defoliants supplied by the
United States specifically for the pur-
pose. Ituly had provided helicopters

and Holland corvettes for naval bom-

bardment, he seid.

Mt Fry's estimate, like nearly ail in-
formation on Timor, is based largely
on refugee reports, which continue to
speak of mass arrests, killings, and
destruction of villages. More than
1,000 pecple were said last month to be
held in a cemetery in Dili without for-
mal charges.

NMVEHESTIR  BUARD 70 CZE(L Y, A7
assacres claimed in E

by Robert McCloughlin in Lisbon

The invasion began 18 monthas after
the revolution in Portugal opened the
way for independence. Parties formed
around the three available optiona:
Indonesian annexation, gradual
independence under guidance from
Portugal or immediate independence
followed by moves towards Socialism,
The second group, the conservative
Timorese Democratic Union, staged a
coup in August, 1975, but the subse.
quent fighting was won by the Marxist
Fretilin (Timorese Liberation Front)
which declared independence and set
up &8 government.

By then the Portuguese had already
fled, claiming they could no longer
control the territory, On December 7
the Indonesians took Dili after an
aerial and naval bombardment. The
next day, according to a number of in-
dependent refugee reports, the in-
vaders marched 130 Fretilin activists
to the harbour and shot them, forcinga
large crowd of onlookers to count the
bodies as they were tipped into the
water.

Among the victims was said to be
the wife of Mr Nicolau Lobato, the 28-
year-old Fretilin leader, who then took
the fight into the mountaina, After
some successes the resistance seemed
to collapse the following summer when
large numbers of guerrillas sur-
rendered. Unconfirmed teports SUggest
the Indonesians used napalm and her-
bicides to make food cultivation im-
possible and 10 starved them out,

As late as last year Fretilin claimed
it controlled 85 per cent of the territory
and 96 per cent of the population,
which is mainly spread out in small
mountain settlements with difficult

2% /IRy

. Timor

access for occupying troops. But on
New Year's Eve Mr Lobato was sur-
rounded in his hideout and shot, accor-
ding to the Indonesians, in crossfire.

Until now the main protagonists in
the drama have been Portugal, as the
former colonial power, and Australia,
400 miles to the south-east. Pre-
occupied with rebuilding ita bridges to
Mozambique and Angola, successive
Portuguese Governments have had
virtually no time for Timor, and no
pressure group exists that is powerful
engugh to force it to improve the gitua-
tion.

The Timorese claim that Australian
public opinion is firmly in their
favour, but that they have suffered
from Government policy. They point
out that the invasion closely followed
Labour's fall from power and the
return of the Conservatives,

Last year the Fraser Government
recognised the Indonesian regime in
Dini. But so far it has accepted only
about 600 of the 2,000 would-be
emigrants from the island.

Last December Fretilin won a
moderate victory in the United
Nations, where its resclution calling for
Indonesia's withdrawal was passed by
59 votes to 31, with 44 abstentions.
‘The vote was seen as an indication that
the Timorese are hoiding their own at
a time when awareness of their
struggle might be expected to be felling
off.

But as long as Indonesia continues
to refuse access to journalists or other
chservers like Amnesty and the Red
Cross, ita fight for world publicity is
handicapped by a real lack of
knowledge of what is going on in the
territory.
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East Timor Who?

P. LACES KEFP turning up demanding nationhood

that most people have never heard of and could
not locate on a map if their Jjves depended on it. Dom-
inica, for instance. It's down in the Caribbean, it’s got a
. Popuiation of 80,000, and it became independent last
November. Good luck, Dominica, Then there’s East
Timor. It's half of an island in the Indonesian chain, its
population is in the half-million range, and at least
some people there have heen struggling unsuccessfully
for independence ever since the Portuguese, who'd
been there four centuries, exited and the Indonesian
army entered, to stay, in 1975. The “anti-imperialist”
crowd at the United Nations has regularly pasted Indo-
nesia for the takeover, and an energetie critic of Ameri-

€an policy in Vietnam, Noam Chomsky, has adopted.

East Timor and criticized the American government
* for helping Indonesia consummate the deed.-

Well, you may ask, why should Dominica become a
nation when East Timor does not? For that matter,
why not Biafra, Ukraine, Croatia and various other
places with claims to Sovereignty no less weighty

than those of the states that have repressed_them?

The list of peoples suffering from unrequitted nation—
alism is very long. There is no good reason for it: ]
there is only the explanation of power. In East Ti.
mor’s case, Indonesia had the Power, and East Timor
had neither the guns nor the friends-in-deed to com-
pensate. This is altogether apart from the question of
whether East Timor deserved, or deserves, nation.
hood on the merits, The 20th century has been notg-
bly unselective about passing on "the merits,” what-
ever they are, of peoples asking for statehood. °

Supporters of East Timor claim the Indonesians
have killed 100,000 people, a sixth of the population.
Until recéntly, the Indonesian government, by keep-
ing the area closed, prevented any independent veri- -
fication of these allegations. Now it is letting in for-
eign diplomats and saying it is ready.to receive the
International Committee of the Red Cross and for-
eign journalists. They should test Jakarta's openness,
The question of statehood for East.Timor may be on
the sheif, but the treatment of the people who live in
East Timor is something else: it is serious and imme-
diate and needs to be addressed. |
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A Record of Progress for Indonesia’s Government

To the Editor:

The May 23 Op-Ed article by Eqbal
Ahmad, *Suharto vs. Indonesia,”
seems to us to give your readers a dis-
torted plcture of a pecple and a nation

_which by most independent accounts
has shown remarkable resiliency and
dynamie growth.

No Indonesian would deny that the
nation faces tremendous problems,
caused by its geographic and ethnic di-
versity, its population size, its food re.
quirements and the requirements of
any developing nation. But to say, as
Mr. Ahmad does, that the Suharto
Government has not addressed these
problems is both untrue and unfair.

Infact, Indonesia has made remark-
able progress under the Suharto Gov-
ernment, as can be corroborated by
any number of responsible sources
and independent observers. Inflation,
which exceeded 600 percent in 1965,
was brought down to 6 percent in 1973,
according to an April 5 press release
by the Inter-Governmental Group on
Indonesia, representing the assess-
ment of 14 nations, the World Bank,
the International Monetary Fund, the
Asian Development Bank and the U.
N. Development Program.

More broadly, Indonesia has com-
pleted two five-year development
plans — achieving economic and so-
cial development targets — and is well
into the third. Among the substantial
accomplishments of these plans,
which have bettered the lives of each
and every Indonesian, is a reduction in
the population growth rate from over 3
percent per anoum to under 2 percent
in a five.year period from 1871 to 1976.
The population control program um-
dertaken by the Government of Indo-
nesia has been widely considered the
most successful to date and 2 model

for other developing countries.

With a sustained annual growth rate
of 8 percent in domestic production,
high levels of savings and investment,
increased levels of consumption at all
income levels, greatly expanded social
services, particularly in health care,

" and a high rate of employment growth,

Indonesia is well on the way to solving
its problems and creating a better life
for all of its people. This record, again,
has been corroborated by a variety of
independent observers, That problems
still exist attests to their magnitude
and cannot fairly be considersd a re-
flection on the Subarto Government,
which has performed remarkably well
by all reasonable standards.

Mr. Ahmad's comments on human
rights and East Timor unfortunately
rely on inaccuracies and unsubstanti-
ated allegations. For example, he cites
a figure of 100,000 killed in East Timor,

but that “statistic” has long since
been refuted and, in fact, disavowed
by its original source, the Australian
James Dunn, in testimony before the
House Committee on Foreign Affairs
on March 23, 1977.

That Indonesia has made progress
under the leadership of the Suharto
Gavernment {3 on the record for all to
see: that major problems still exist is
a fact forthrightly stated by all per-
sons in the Government; that specific
policies and programs 0 deal with
these problems are being studied and
implemented is confirmed by the
steady flow of people visiting and writ-
ing about Indonesia.

We welcome a balanced look at In-
donesia, our problems and cur poten-
tial. SAMSI ABDULLAR

Head, Information Department
Embassy of Indonesia
Washington, May 31, 1979
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- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

' East Timor’s Troubles

I am dismayed by the attitnde dis-
played in your editorial “East Timor
‘Who?" [May 30}, which mocks the-fun-
damentat principle of self<determina-.
tion. ;

This right has been elaborated in two
international covenants on human
rights, and in the United Nations Decla-
ration on the Granting of Indepen-
dence to Colonial Countries and Peo-
ples. The United States, in fact, was re-
sponsible for the inclusion of the provi-
. sions on self-determination in the
United Nations Charter after 1945.

On a number of occasions through
1960, members of the United Nations -
specified the colonial countries - that
were to be guaranteed the right of self-.
determination. Nations such: as ‘East
Timor and Dominjea did not, as you
suggest, suddenly “turn up demanding
nationhood™: Their right to determine
their own future has long been recog-
nized. .

_ For those-countries still suffering
from what you term “unrequited na-
tionalism,” you write that, “There is
only the explanation of power.” Per-
haps a fuller expianation would note
the origins of the power involved in the
East Timor case: Our State Department
discloses that at the time of the Decem.-

ber 1975 Indonesian invasion of East
Timor, “roughly 30 percent” of Ja-
karta's arms had been supplied by the
United States. Thus—contrary to your
suggestion that East ‘Timor popped out
of nowhere to clamor for our attention
—it is we who have inserted ourselves
nto East Timorese affairs through the
weapons we furnish the Indonesian
government. .

Irecently visited East Timorese refu-
Bee camps outside Lisbon. Many of the
people I saw were still traumatized
from their experiences, which included
atrocities by Indonesian troops. Church
sources with extensive contacts in the -
former Portuguese colony told me that
these atrocities are stiil going om. It
seems beyond question that an interna-
tional commission composed of mem-
bers fully familiar with the region and
its people—and not the hand-picked
delegations Indonesia has so far admit-
ted—is needed to give us a full account
of the situation in East Timor.

The question of nationhood for East
Timor is not, 25 you suggest, “on the
shelf,” but is very much the heart of

the problem.
ARNOLD 8. KQHEN
Ithaca, N.Y.

;- .
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Letters

Whom the Rulers
Of Indonesia Pity

To the Editor:

There was an Orwellian irany in the
report of a statement by an Indonesian
delegate to the recent meeting of nona-
ligned nations in Colombo (news story
June 8). The delegate, acting as
spokesman for Malaysia and Singa-
pore as well as his own country, re-
portedly said that the three nations
“'were united in their condemnation of
the wholesale killing of civilians when
Pol Pot was in power but nevertheless
supported the seating of the Pol Pot
delegation because of the manner in
which & new government under Heng
Samrin was installed in Phoom Penh
with the help of Vietnamese soldiers.”

[ find this extraordinary: The Indo-
nesian Government has never ex- |
pressed the slightest regret over the
massacre of 500,000 of its own citizens
in the months follqgwing General Su-
harto’s military takeover in 1065.
There has been a simflar lack of offi-
cial regret over the tens of thousands
of Indonesian political prisoners who,
until large-scale releases began 18
months ago, were all held under ap-
palling conditions, in most cases for
more than 12 years without trial, Ac-
cording to Amnesty International, at
least 20,000 of these prisoners remain
in detention.

Nor has the present Indonesian Gov- |
ernment shown any qualms over its
December 1975 invasion of Ttg;?mu
Portuguese colony of East r. ACr,
cording to authoritative Catholic
sources, tens of thousands of East

' Timorese have been killed thus far,
and these same sources assert that In-
danesian atrocities continue, While Ja-
karta solemnly condemns the Viet-
pamese invasion of Cambodia, it is
carrying out a similar exercise in East
Timor, in deftance of six United Na-
tions resolutions which called on Indo-
nesia to withdraw its forces from the
territory and reaffirmed the right of
the Erst Timorese to determine their
own future, ARNOLD S. KOREN

Ithaca, N.Y., June 11, 1579
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Letters

The Dimensions of the Human Tragedy in East Timor

To the Editor:

In a letter to The New York Times
(June 16) concerning the Indonesian
Government’s record of progress,
Samsi Abdullah of the Indonesian Em-
bassy makes an inaccurate reference
to tmy testimony concermning the extent
of casualties in East Timor resulting
{rom the annexation of that territory.

In the first place, I was not the origi-
nal source of the report that 100,000
Timorese may have perished as a
grim consequence of Indonesia's mili-
tary operations in the former Portu-
guese colony: At the time of the hear-
ing 1 merely quoted from a confiden-
tial report on the situation in the terti-
tory that had been sent here by respon-
sible
sources in Indonesia.

Secondly, Mr. Samsi’s claim that 1
subsequently “refuted” and “disa-
vowed” this disturbing account of
casualties is quite erroneous, I merely
pointed out that, as the international
Red Cross and other international re-
Hef agencies —not tospeak of the U.N.
agencies — had been denied access to
the former colony, it was impossible to
assess, let alone authenticate, this ac-
count of the humanitarian conse-
quences of Indonesia’s brutal military
operation. Ty

We have now received information
from Indonesia that accords consider-
able credibility to the report carried
by Egbal Ahmad in his Op-Ed articie
in your paper, and extends.a new and
terrible dimension to the little-known
tragedy of East Timor. A recent report
from a well-placed church source
notes that although the population of

and well-informed church

the province was estimated to be
688,771 in 1974, according te a puopula-
tion estimate cornpiled by Indonesian
defense authorities late last year, it
had declined to 329,271, of whom over
300,000 were in the category of dis-
placed persons.

And here, as the leader of an Aus-
tralian-Council of Churches and Catho-
lic Relief aid mission that operated in
East Timor between the end of the
brief civil war and the Indonesian in-
vasion, 1 should like to point out that,
according to the assessment carried
out by the International Red Cross and
my mission, less than 3,000 Timorese
diad in the civil war ltself. While it is
no doubt true that more than half of
this enormous loss of life resulted from

disease and starvation, and not Indo-
nesian bullets or bombs, the vast ma-
jority were victims of the deliberate:
Indonesian policy of isolating and
starving into submission the resist-
ance led by Fretilin,

The Timor tragedy has been virtu-
ally ignored by most Western nations,
including those like the United States
who have actively been pressing for
more attention to human rights, and -
yet, when the full facts emerge, it
might well constitute one of the most
serious contraventions, in per capita

terms, to have in recent
world history. Ji DUnN
Chairman

Human Rights Council of Australia
Canberra, July 2, 1978
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A1l8 Fridey, October 5,197 THE WASHINGTON POST _ ]

US. Is E‘mnﬁﬁg
Israeli Sale of
Jets to Endonesm

By George C. Wilson -
Washington Poat Staff Writer

The U.S. government is fronting an arms deal in
which Israel, without being publicly identified as
the source, is selling Indonesia used warplanes ob-
tained from the United States.

Pentagan officials confirmed yesterday that Israel
is shipping Indonesia 15 A4 iighter-bombers for
$25.8 million in the ﬂrst' sut:h third-country sale: nt
V.S, warplanes. ;

The Pentagon issued a-press xelease on June 14
about the A4 sale to Indonesia but did not disclose -
thalt Israel—and not the United States—is.the-.
seller.

One defense-official said that neither Israel nor
Indonesia- wanted: the U'S. government to disclose
the sourceiof the: plages;’ He said; however, that
Congress was told confidentially' that Israel was the
seller. - iz jocgenl MG 42 YAaD

A government source cautioned last night that
with word leaking out that Israel, not the. United
States, is the source of Indonesia’s planes; the deal -
may fall through even though all three governments
had agreed@ on it. The United States, the official
said, mey find a way to sell the planes itself rather j
than serve as Israel's broker.,

“This sale,” the Pentagon said in its press release
on the A4 deal, “will contribute to the foreign pol-
jcy objectives of the United States by helping to im-
prove the security of a friendly countryl in South-
east Asia?®

Israel has bought 355 A4 Skyhawk, single-seat
fighter-bombers and 21¢ F4 Phantom fighter-bom-
bers from the United States over the years.
¢ The Indonesia sale, made with" Carter administra-
tion approval, could turn:out'to be the first of sev-
eral, with Israel disposingof its old-Ameiican war-
planes as its .air foree- obtains the newer U.5. F13
and F16 fighters. aninty et
" Tnder existing agreements, acauntry such as Is-
rael that buys weapons from the United States must
obtain U.S. permission before selling those weapons
to another, or third, country. It therefore will be up
to the administration toidecide how many U.S.
planes Israel can sell to tother countries.

. -President Carter has warned against “prolifera~
tion” of aging superpower, weapons as they become
in surpius and Third World countries seek to buy
them,

- \When queried yesterday, the Pentagon cculd not g
cite a previous instance when warplanes such as the
A4 Skyhawk jet had been sold by one foreign buyer
toa a third country But t.hey d.id not rule out the
poss:bility

Paul Warnke, former dlrector of the U.5. Arms
Comrol and Disarmament Agsncy, once said that
“anybody who thinks” existing controls over sales of
U.S. weapons to third countries are adequate “is
smoking opium."

Some aerospace | executives are reacting angrily to
the spreading news that Israel is-the actual source
of the A4s going to Indonesia, '

Tr for add three

They complain that Israel, because Congress usu-
ally furgives a large portion ‘of the loans to it, is get-
ting U.S. planes at a discount and then sell.mg them
at world market prices.

Ametican firms are vying for that same kind of

business. Some of them specialize in reconditioning
vernd mlanas and calling enara narte tn keen them




The Washing on Siar,

Warfare, Starvation Cripple

Island Ruled by Indonesia

I}y Henry 8. Bradsher

Woashineton St 52! W er

Alarge proportion of the pepula-
hen — 1o ope is sure, but estimates
Ly av hich e a halfl — has elrcady
dred of warfare, disease and starva.
tnn More are dying doily

Most sursivor have been dis
Placed from thewr homes by bl
programs intended to halt guert il
apposition to A foreign takeover

The new regrme long refused to
et internativial rehief agenctes in
i see what was happening, Oniy re
cently has o relief pregram began
wied s inadegitte 1o the desperate
hevd

Cambodia®

YVes, bt not on'y Cambodia The
duseription alhw tits East Timor, uc-
vording to relief experts, ohservers
m nearby Australio and :ome 1.8
officinls

In 1978 the Indonesian armv -
viided the castern part of Timor Is.
L, which 1 about 480 miles north
eb Anatralis, The western part ol the
istand alrvady belonged to Indone-
sl A resisiance movement had just
aboul ended by this year as the poru
lahinp was worr down and starved
(1111

Although aware 1hat this suppres:
siun was beiny carried out with
American-made weapons, two US
administrations have done lrttle
more 1han urge Indonesia to Jet re-
el organizations inte Eust Timor.
But unti} it had completed the subju-
palion of the former Portnguese
colony the dskarta government of
Indotiesian President Suhario kep
ot any {oreiegn aid

In 1874, the Roman Cathoiw
Thocese of D, the capital of Past
Tunor, estiniated the territory’s
Popuiation al 688,771 Ay the el of
tast vear, the Indonesian delense
Stad secUnty anthoriies sdainstor
s the arca reported the popuistion
RESR S Neich I

These statiztns ars Ll pOssiDiy
plovise Lor o vigsed, underdoe-
Colbed oren st hily rrEer than
Cenneciwnat, bt they imply a tar o
denth I LS officals say that they
Vlersiau he problem, thet jn g
DU IR0 By died, bt g apecal
»towith oo internationsl rohef
ageitey sovs, "There's a s of sreth”
to ther i cation

&0 Indunesiun Fabassy stokes
Moi i Wahington reported heving
e nturmotion on this or oiher as
peets of the situation in East Timor

Fvervone sgrees that more are
dyiag dmly while Indonesias own
reiict efforts are inndequate and
imiernational reliel 15 only begin-
ning foaryive i Esst Timor, An Aus.
tralian specialist says “a further 20.
000 1o 43,090 Timoré e wiil die.”

Eest Timor was & vesige of
Prrtural's vast 15th century enipure.

en the rest of the Ditch East
Indies hecome independent as 1he
new salion of Indonesia after World
War L Portugal kept ity renste terr
lory in backward tsolution. Bur the
callapse of the Portuguese colonial
syslem i 1572 et i adridy,

Three local movements Tegan
fipiting for contro! of what they
hoped would become an independ-
vl country. The main one was the
Revoluticnary Front fer the inde
ierdence of East Timor, known by
isacronym Fretilin,

The Indonesiun government pro-
fessed leat that an independent East
Timor would fall inte Communist
hands and become a danger 1o iis
loose rule over diverse islands, some
of which resent control from Java. It
began preparations to seize the terri-
tory

When President Gerald R Fard
visiled Jakarte in early December
1975, he urged Suhario not 1o use
force 10 seitle the problem. As soon
as Ford had left, Indonesian Dura
irnopers began drapping on (g,

Fretilin fadeo 1010 the jungica
muouniamns to condnel guerrilia war-
tare. The {ndonesian army, using the
newest and best LS, pioupd-attack
planca OV-i0 Broncos, found the
grerrillas hand to rool o, ‘

The army furned 1o the doctrinal
standard way of dealing with guer-
rillaz isolating them from popular
suppait. Moeuwnlas prople were up
roated Trom the vitlages and gath.
crodan Ruarded comps, wavte sgii-
cuitura! and medicsd facadities were
Pt o best Starvation ol those re
LR IINE CUiSlGe DeCcaine o mitar)
tichic, aceording w veligiows and ro-
et offieials

Relief for the hungry, sick people
wha eventuatly cane down Prosig the
mountains was handled Wy e in-
dosnestan Red Cions Bt foropgn
crities gante o repoit by the sndone
s1in Catholic Chireh sy saying the
e Cross was wnahle 1o corr out an
efflicient program. Most of Indeacsia
T Mestem, Fast Timor Cathclic,

Wednesday, October 37,

1979, ph2,
Redief "supplies storea i Dih
promote manpulanion, bleck market
and the like,” the report said. “Medi.
cines are sold in the shops for prices
orlv very few can afford 1o pay.”

Anufhicial of the U5 eftice of for-
mgn disasler asostance visited East
Timor wn September. His report said
o up W EMA poreons were dis
Maced and nhaif ol them “most
serously affected ™ His office ha
naw 21vin 529 mitlion fer worl: 1that
Cathohe Relief Setvices has been al-
howesd to start, ad 600,000 worth of
5. Food fur Peace pice has been
ulltcated.

CRS reporis thatl people are dying
atl over the place,” bt 11 cannnt get
1 cnotugh food and medicine fast
eiowyh for all those who need it.

The Carter adimminisiration is not
eaper 1o talk about Last Tunor. Al-
thoush Ford held up miliwry sales
to Indanesia for six months because
1t broke the terms of earlier saies by
using the weapons against the terri-
iory. military aid goes alead, This
year it is worth about $38 million,

“By virtue of its stralegic and po-
litical imyortance as weil as its size
and resources, Indonesia cccupies o
key position in Sentheast Aswa . . .
The United States security assistance
program for Indonesia 15 designed to
assist Indonesia in meeting its se-
CuTity requirciaents,” says the
Pentagon explenation ot arms aid

From offices abroad, Fretilin has
continued to piead its casz against
Indonesia. The subject comes up
regularly in a litUe-noticed commit.
tee of the LN, General Assembly.
Third World naiicns pass resolu.
tions supportine sell-determination
for East Timer, Indenesia iguores
them,

The United States votes against
the resolutions. US. policy is not tn
agree that East Timor's puople over
had & chance 1o choesa but to recog-
nize thai Indonesia’y takeover {s an
accomplivbed fact, American efforts
Liave focused on urging Jekarta two
peraut relief operations,

‘We feel that it was an irrevers
tbie incorporation, s the UN. ef-
forts just Linder atterapts o get aid
iB, "ose 1.5, offreial seid

Aan Arstratbisn advocste of Taqt
Traor's couse, Jumes Dunn, 1ok a
horsiver visw e a raport recently
red it e vecord of Austrplia’s
Porliamerd, He called the sitaation
Terend e aost Bagrend demals of
himon richisin the Listory of imed.
trhodventopuzation ™

Perhinpy the most uisturhiag
dimension of the Timor tragedv,”
Dunn wrote, 'is that aore of thore
COWUTICS who are in s positicn 1o
eXeft soine inflrence nn Indaneoia
has ~hown other than skeptical
ated Paove sntereet an reports of
his ditarting coniravention of

Voovrnee v waat,
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A massive emergancy operation 1o zve the Iives of hundicds of thou-_J3
sands of starving people In East Timer, a former Partuguzse cotony now
Fart of Indgnasla, is underway In Dili, capital of the former colony. The

~ famine is aitril:uted largely to the 1975-76 civil war, when agriculturat pro-
duclion was badly disrupted as tens of thousands of East Timorese flad
lo tha mountains,

“Ihava bean doing this sart of work for 14 years, but East Timor is the
woist [ hava ever seen," Frank Carin, Catholic Reliaj Servica chief for
Indenzela, s2id,

~ Avcizran representativa of the Intermnationat Commitlea of tha Red
- Cress addzd that tha situztion heie Is worse then in hungerrackad Blalra
i during tha Nigerian civit war a daczda £go and potentially more danger-
\ -0us than in Cambodia, also leid wasta by war; ST
/f\_naonm..n.mmw..mw.nno.amu &nd tha Intemational Red Cross aro bringing
hundreds of tons of food and medizine hers via sea transport provided by
Jakarta's armad forces. Catholic Rellst s also impornting fcod and basic
madicines, sithough medical cars is undar Indenestan Red Crozs and In-
temational Red Cross doctors, nurses, and voluniesrs.

L2, RRS, end voninlesrs.
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NEW, YORK POST,, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER :2,.1979 .

THESE are the new faces of despalr . . . chil-

ge; l?;e at g:;el;:::l:lt:f‘uolﬁlnnd now about to die ’ N YE T A N o TH E R ._ .
share the misery and suffering that ol war [ K1/ 1 W N 1)/ 0 JNSS
‘has inflicted on the helpless Khmer people. i
i L B STARVATION IS
into Its neighboring giant Indonesia after a :

it i THREATENING
s5 officlals estimate 100,600 have
oo Tt el - THOUSANDS

"ged $333,000 worth of relief. But officials say

| Eommoan i om0 P % Blatrs snd MORE LIKE THESE |

,
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Genocide in Timeor

Supported by U.S.-
Washington—An anguished voice drifted
across the mir waves like a cry in the wind.

*Wemen and children are being-shot in the
streeta!Wemallgoingtobe i cried the
disembodied voice. I repeat, we are all going to

be killed! This is an appeal for international help
. . . Please help us!" Then there was silence.
The desperate plea was picked up on short-
wave radio in the early dawn of Dec. 7,-1975,
from East Timor. The aggressors were Indone-
gians armed with U.S. weapons. They swept .
through the independent nation of East Timor,

Jack Anderson is a syndicated columnist,

gunning down innocent civilians in the streets,
just as the haunting voice had charged.

It was a day of irony as well as infamy. The
last time Timor had been overrun by foreign
troops, the invaders had been Japanese. The im=
poverished people who lived there had formed an -
undersmund to fight on the side of the U.S. But
three decades later, we supported the aggressors.
President Gerald Ford gave his tacit approval on
Dec. 6, 1975, for the invasion.

The world scarcely noticed the obscure war,
which raged on this isolated, rugged, mountain-
ous island 400 miles off the Australian coast.
The plaintive appeal for help was ignored by
those who heard it. It was the lastgasflofatiny
radio station in the capital city of Dili.

Exiles who escaped from the island appealed
to the United Nations, which sent a fact-finding
team to Timor. The conducted toiur was eo fla-

tly phony that the UN observers ﬁnnl'lg
edatimidreportconfeasingthatthetm :
about Timor "remains elusive.

Recently, U.S. sources have shown us new
top-secret reports; eyewitnesses have given us
first-hand accounts. %zmal Iy, relief agencies have
also been admitted to the area. We have seen
their reporta,

The toll of the dead and dying can only be de-
scribed as genocide. No body count has been tak-
en. But the population in 1974 was estimated at
more than 600,000; now it is believed to be half
that number, “The rest apparently have been
wiped out by warfare, disease and starvation:”

The survivors live in abject poverty. Their
rice-and-coconut eeonomi has collapsed under
the ravages of war. The population in the
countryside has been deliberately starved in or-
der to stifle the resistance movement. Slowly but
surely, the guerrilla forces are being eroded by
casualties and defections.

The leadership has passed largely from free-
dom-loving moderates to hard-core radicals. By
supporting Indonesia's ruthless rule, the U.S.

‘brought- disfavor-upon the pro-American unoder-
 .ates and hes been a shameful actoniplice im the

tﬁﬂpp';'leésion iof our former allies on East Timor.
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Crisis as President Suharto of Indonesia arrives in London tomorrow

From Jill Jolhie
in Lisbon

THF Indoncsians aimed to
starve oul the Fretilin resis-
tance and in so doing have
starved the whole of east
Timor, according fo an aid offi-
cial who has worked In Porl.
ugal's Asian  ex-<colony. For
four ycars Iasl Timorese refu-
gees in Porlugal and Ausliralia
have bheen anguished bul help-
less observers of the systema-
tLc  elimination—by mass
execuiion, . bombardment and,
now, starvation—of thelr
people,

Toeday, a famine engulfs the
\couniry, which International
( Hed Cross Ofiicials have com-
pared lo thal of 1he Biafran
civil war, and is perhaps aa
severe as Lhat in Cambodia.

The f(ormer Portuguese col-
ohy was invaded by Indonesia
in  December,- 1975, afler a
brief civil war in August, dur-
Ing = which the Porluguese
Admimstralion abandoned the
terrilory. Indonesian 1{roops
landed in Dili, the capital, 10
days alfter Fretilin (the Revolu-
tionary Front of Independent
Fast Timor) declared indépen-
dence on November 28, 1975,

Human rights campaigners
have since claimed, before the
famine became puhblic, that as
nany as 200000 of [Fast
Timor's population of 650,000
may have heen killed under
the Indonesian military occupa-
tion.

Ruling a far-iung emplre
troubled by repional seecs-
slonism, the Indomesians justl.
fied their intervention on the
rgrounds that a Lefl-leaning In
dependent  regime on  their
doorsiep was an insupporiable
provucation,

Indonesian

officials  blama

= Pacific Ocean

{ Indian OoomaAo%ﬁﬂ...-\

Y

r
=y
Ocussi Ambena —_ ———
(Port Timor i e

i #5107

the famine on the 1975 civil
war, which, they say, disrupled
azricultural produclion and dis-
placed large sections of the
population. However, an inler-
national Red Cross leam, which
worked in East Timor for
three months before the Inva-
sion,, denied at the time that
there was a serious food or
refugee preblen.

The many foreign journalisis
working in the terrilory ihen
»nlso lestified Lhat civilian life
and agricultural production had
returned to normal by Decem-
ber, three months after the
eivll war, There is a welght of
evldence that the famine is the

Dili -

4

il

—————— 1]

result of the use of starvalion
as a millary stralegy to crush
opposilion to Indonesia's
takeover.

The International Red Crosa
has heen readmilied to East
Timor 1o adminisler a  six-
monlh reliel programme, hav.
ing being barred by the
Indonesian Government since
1975, After inlernalional pres-
sure, an aid team went there
in July this year, lo assess the
slfuatien and map oul a relief
programme. It reported that
75,000 refugees were gathered
in 13 Indonesian Government
camps, of whom 60,000 are
facing starvation.

Starvation drive against Timor

New Guinea

Australia

Of these, they sav 20,000
cannot be saved — they will
dle whether aid reaches them
or not, Since Indonesia invaded
Iiast Timor in 1975, there has
been a steady trickle of in-
formation to East Timorese re-
fugees abroad, despite’ rigd
censorship of mail and a nli-

lary blockade arpund the
istand. :
Father Leonclo do Regpo,

aged 63, is the best available
witness o the causes of the
famine. .le arrived in Portugal
fast June, after three years in
the mountains with the Freti-
lin res'stance, in the central
South coast area.

Contrary to Tndoneslan
clalms, the priesi testified that
the invading troops had met
widespread resistance.

He said that from 1975 the
Indonesians had regularly
bombed the interier of Timor,
coneeniraling particularly on
destroying crops. lle surren-
dered in January. near slarva-
tlon: in the last days hefore
surrender he was reduced 1o
chewing the hide of a bufale.

Father Do Nego claimed that
*about one third" of the
populalion in his area had died
since 1975, most from slarva-
tion. He believes that the Indo-
nestan authorities had a de-
liberale policy of cutling o fond
supplies 1o starve out the resis
tance., but added that direct
bombing of crops was not the
overriding cause al famine. lle
said lhe constant flight of the
elvilian pepulation ahead of
Indonesian bembing raids and
Infantry advances in 1977 and
1878 had made it impossible
for people lo lend crops.

In 1976 a Government In-
quiry was mbaled into the
abandonment of Timor by the
former Governer, Marjo Lemos
Pires. The inquiry reporled |
directly Lo President Ramalho |
Fanes and its findings have
never been published. Reliable
sources close 10 the President
say it is not likely to be in the
near future.

Portugal is still, In UN eyes,
the adminislering power In
East Timor. But whereas in
18976 1t took a sirong stand
against the Indonesian inva-
sion, a recent speech by Prime
Minister Maria de Lourdes Pin- |
tassilgo 1o the General
Assembly made it plain that
Portupal no longer accepls a
special responsibility for
Timor.
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. Protests

TS TOMES WEDNESDAY SovRBER 14 113 ~——.as Royals
Suharte

: INDONESIAN dictator,
-, President Suharto, was
 greeted by the British royal
! tamily at Vicloria station
yesterday when he arrived
for a.four-day state visit.

- He was also confronted
with groups of demonstra-
lors protesting at his mass
murders and prison camps
In Indonesia and East

- Timor where nearly a quar-
ter of the population have
died trom famine since

! Suharto's army invaded
the istand in 1975, -
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S THATCHER welcom-
}'[R'Lng President Soeharto
io 10 Downing Street yester-
day when ibe Indonesian
leader called on the second
day of his four-day State visit
to Britain. They discussed the
problems of South East Asia,
and in particular the prob-
lems of Cambedia.

On his arrival in Downing
Street the President was con-
fornted by demenstrators
wearing Indonesian  face
masks and carrving placards
accusing his regime of bru-
tality and repression.

And while he was in No.

‘Seeharto Government of mas-

§ The Daily. Telegraph, Thursday, November 13, 1879

10 z deputation of Labour
MPs Jed by Mr Stanley:.
Newens delivered a letter o
the Prime Minister expressing.
“deep concern” about the
decision (o invile him t¢
Britain. |

The letter, signed by a2bout
400 Labour M Ps, acensed the

sacting up te a million people
during its rise te power and’
af being responsible for
150,000 to 200.000 deaths
through intervention in East
Timor in 1875 following -a-
civil war there. y

Financial Times Thursday November 15 '.19_?9-_-

. DEMONSTRATORS -wearing-|
+ Indonesian

= e WITME

“evil™  masks -

S

- greet

‘Suharto

3

i
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. Protests

4 are on

[ ]

Thursday November 13, 1975 ¢
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Not-in front"

“of the kids

FOR humanitarian reasons,
we must all hope that Presi.
dent Suharto has a nice,
comfy bed at Buckingham
Paulace. But the dreams of
the Srate Visitor are another
matter,  Carrying responsi-
hility for the siarving East
Timorians must make it diffi-
cult 10 pod off at night,
especially  with the rich
juices of 1the palace menu
carrving out their digesiive
sabotage. .

The president has already
heen. and will continue te be,
dogmed by protesters over
Eagt Timor, as well as by the
friends of his many 1hou-
sands of political prisoners.
Bul one litile change in the

" -arrangements made to plezse

our guest.may have escaped
his notice, so the Diary is

pleased to pass it on.

When State visitors come

10 Buckingham Palace, the

authorittes irequently invite
contingents of rosy-cheeked
schoolchildren' 10 . cheer the
imporiant -arrivals “at  the
palace gates. The plov is a
good one, s heads of siate
love to feel that the children
their side; and the
children, for their part, love

1 missing morning lessons.

President Suharto, though,
has caused a rare break in
this arrangement, in the
form of one of the schools
turning the Raoyal invitation
down. Three - crocodiles
arrived, from London second-
ary schools in Victoria, Bai-
tersea- and Chelsea. But the
first-vears from~: Pimlico
school. stayved . in their class.
rooms instead. -

Parents had.discovered the
pussibility of their children
elapping sweetly- at the
Indonesian leader and several
complained to the governors
and head. The latter, Mr
Rodney Usher, decided
against the visit, explaining
tha! he had been reliably
warned that his 1l-vear-olds
might racounter hostile de-

monsirations.

-1




Timorese Batile F amine;

Relief Officials

It to Biafra,

By 1aul Zach

Bortialto The W, ngion Fost
JAKARTA —The lndonesian prov.
ince of Timor is ballling a famine amd
oulbreak of disease thal some 1
officials heve are ealling as hal ag
Batra gl potenbially a3 serious ad

Canthulia.
Indanesian astly
1he (razedy devel

s are bDlanang

i # elferts
that lotiowed .
I the furmer Por.

NS veenpalion polic
1w chmrges are dhat
wigrs forcibly lake fowt
! U the ‘Timerese

telieees in
R must of 11
LS hasead (
mounietd o
1 hece to distritan
11 290000 peaple in

Vedimteers tr the
Bed Cross and Tndoenesi

lo sketetons Joosely  deaped

1 skin

e Arages in Fimor on a
dronght m ing elfocts of
A bl civil war thad Cadlower) Iy
nesia’s takeover of the former Po
guese colony in 1976,
[Mifonesia has bren acrased by Tim.
s exiles and some international
an rights groups of Fuslering the
lamine throngh its occupation policy
there. Amony their charyes are Lhat
Indonesian troups [oreibly toke fowd
that was to heve gone to the Timorese
people.]

‘I have been doing this sort of work

ﬁo:%ﬁ.o

Cambodia

far 1 years, but East Timor is the
worst [ have ever scen” said Fraonk
Carlin, the head of the Catholie Relie!
Services office in Indonesia.
biterviewed while directing opera-
East Timor, about 1,500 mites
east of Jakarta, Carlin and a handinl
of eowurkers admilted they face a
ditiicult task convincing the world of
the i aid bn yet another pocket
¢ in Southeast Asia,
The siricken  province comprises
the eastern half of TFimor istand,
U T fron the west by Portugal
400 years ato for use as ils
plintation. When the Dortu.
b ooul in 1974, they left
bl schal, a nalive
vl G53,000 1that was d0 per.
e and only 13 niles of

ce of roads and fucilities
e junples and muuniaing
Abount $1.2
of the 77 million butpeled
Timor by the Ned Cross ls
the charter of helicopters.
s and Catholle relief
ty frum  their
amd the overnments of
Mes. Ausiralla and West
e managel 1o sel su
otein hiscwils, sugar,
powdler, rire, cooklog ol

Loamd stine e
ks uf the provinee's

the supplics from
the needy has heen
slowed by overgrown jussle fracks
ancd Jimitexl B vapacity of heli
coplers, Red e Cedric
Neukomm saiel lis orsantzation needs
an additional $4 million 10 charter
ships  and  inerease he uperaling
hours ol helienpters.

Newkomm, a veleran of lted Cross
work in critheal arecas, said he fownd
conditions in East Timor worse than

Sce TIMOR, A22, Col, 1
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Sick and bungry children of the village of Laga in East Timor, The Red Cross and n\uEu:

Ualed Press Internan

o Keliet Services have mounled an aid elffort in the province.
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F amine in 1imor
g’erils Thousands;
;_"flid Effert Grows

-~ TIMOR, From A21

4 '
in Lebanon, Biafra or Bangladesh.
w “What you have is a situation where
fieople for four years have been on a
starvation diet. Obviously, many will
die and continue to die. But they stll
have a chance and 2 will to live and
if we can get the supplies to them in
#me they will survive,” he said,
+ Rescue workers report that as many
¥ mine people die each day from
tiont in the vicinity of the village
df Halotia, 50 miles southwest of Dili
Red Cross doctors, whe conducted a

I:VIcCarthy Favors
Draft Registraiton

2 NEW HAVEN, Conn, Nov. 14 (AP)
a-Former U.S. senator Eugene Me
Carthy say American youths should
be registered for the draft because
tpday’s military is “unrepresentative
and underqualified™
¢ McCarthy, in a debate on draft
gistration Tuesday, said the mili-
217 should reflect the makeup of
the public and the volunteer Army
i{s not representative of the public.
The former Minnesota senator also
gpid that “if we continue to follow
the present method we won't get the
persannel we need.”
. Barry Lynn, chairman of the Com-
flittee Against Registration and the
Praft, said drafting people 18 to 26
gears old is unfair. He said that would
not be a reflection of the public be.
cluse the age bracket is only a small
. Rercentage of the couniry’s popula-

tion.
3

wfl)

e
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e

survey there, discovered 80 percent
of the 8,000  villagers had malaria.
Farther east, in Laga, doctors esti-
mated malnutrition and’ disease claim
three to five victims each day,

The terrair that has impeded. trans-
fer of supplies also has made it im-
possible for officials to determine the-
full extent of the problem,

U.S. Embassy officials, who have
helped dole out $5.1 million -in aid,
said they believe the worst is behind
them and substantial progress has

been nade in dealing with about
5,000 critical cases.

Other officials in East Timor said

they fear only the fringe areas of suf-

fering have been reached so far and
that heavy rains expected in Decem-
ber .could cut off supplies and lead to
more deaths.

About onefifth of East Timor's
population of about 600,000 is believed
to have fled from coastal areas to the
mountaing during fierce fighting that
broke out in 1975 between a procem-
munist independence group called
Fretilin and a movement favoring mer-
ger with Indonesia.

The Indonesian government later
launched an all-out invasion to bolster
the latter group. After eight months

L

- far, most, government cONtxihytipn,

B
7 Richard Fumno-The WS FSaney, peo

of civil war, President S 1l
nounced in July 1976 that . Fiag rgrvy .
had been incorporated as the gmy
provice of Indonesia, 2 Dowove gp
drawing fire from other Thixi Vyong
countries in United Nations debgpes

To temper the criticisom, Xndomesia |

has allocated $15 million fox~ ey,
ment in East Timor this yeur, -y,

have gone for windowdressipg -
tllnlﬁ'i introduction of color telemi:,nﬁik:
Bitter battles between Fre
rillss and Indonesians con tinny ZiE"
annexation. The violence drowe thgy.
sands of villagers into the mguntajyg
in search of refuge. It was ngt unsl
Fretilin leader Nicolau T.obatg was
killed by Indonesidn militia inan ,p
bush late last year that the fghting
subsided and people began repyrpjy,
&O'It': t!ixei- mountains, g
e island's poor soil barely g
subsistence level agriculture fo?u ;&?
dents in the best weather. By g
drought last year wiped out 4 corn
crop and the people ook to egtin
the seeds that were to be fog
this year's planting. Thus,. there e
little food for those returning from
the mountaina.

e

will pu
-+ Gold Diamonds

Silver Estate jewelny
We are paying the
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~East Timor is in good hands? -

In his completely biased article
about East Timor [“Warfare, Starva-
tion Cripple Island Ruled by Indone-
sia,” Oct 31) Henry S. Bradsher
tends to be so malicious toward 1n-
donesia that one cannot fail to detect
his intention to disrupt the existing
good and friendly relations between
the United States and Indonesia.
Consciously or unconsciously, the
article lends itsel{ to be a tool of
propaganda and fabrication by a
small gang that calls itself Fretilin. -

Besides misleading your readers
on the true situation in East Timor
— and, for that matter, about'Indone-

sia — I am surprised at his claim that’

“an Indonesian Embassy spokesman
in Washington reported-having no
information on this or other aspects
on the situation in East Timor." I can
definitely state that no Indonesian
Embassy spokesman has ever been
contacted by Mr. Bradsher. -

.

To our people in East Timor, the '

article not only did injustice but
implied denial of their right to self-
determination which, as a matter of
fact, they have carried out freely by
their own choice of integration with
Indonesial

It is common knowledge that
Portugal as a colonial power that at
-one, time administered East Timor
did not fulfill its responsibility to
implement decolonization there. Not
only that, Portugal abandoned East
Timor irresponsibly and favored a
small leftist gang that called them-

selves Fretilin by supplying them
with a remendous pumber of arms
apd ammunition, which provoked
the pecple in East Timor into chaos
and civil strife. Naturally enough,
the people rose ageinst the Fretelin
gang and declared their decision to
integrate with Indonesia.

Indonesia welcomed this decision,
and by due act of the Indonesian
Parliament the inlegration was ac-
cepted and promulgated on July 17,
1976, Since then, it is clear that the

people of East Timor have conducted -

their right to self-determination,
-and East Timor has become an inte-
_gral part of the Republic of Indone-

\ sia. Hence, East Timor is Indonesia’s

internal affair. )

* 1t follows that the welfare and the
security of the people in East Timor
are naturally the responsibility of
the Indonesian government. Any
word of the so-called Indonesian
army invasion is a mere fabrication
trumpeted by the Fretilin gang and
certain adventurous leftist elements
in Australia. What is true is that the
Indonesian army was there afier the
_process of integration with Indone-
sia had been completed. It is, of
course, the duty of our national
armed forces to see to the security of
the Indonesian people, including
our people in East Timor.

To write that warfare and starva-
tiun prevail in that part of Indonesia
is an attitude that deliberately wants
to discredit Indonesia. If it were

The Washington Star
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true, which it definitely is not, how
could Indonesia lend its helping and
humanitarian ‘hands to save and
belp tens of thousands of Viet

pnamese refugees that have shocked.
the world? Not a single, sensible -

man will believe that the Indonesian
government deliberately lets its peo-
ple in East Timor starve while for-
eigners like those Vietnamese refu-
gees are being taken care of. :

Since integrati'on ook place, the
Indonesian government has taken
every measure 1o aileviate the East

Timor people's suffering as the re- -

sult of the chaos created by the

- Fretilin gang.

Food and other relief goods have

.been received by the needy people.

The Indonesian Red Cross is work-
ing with the International Commit-
tee for the Red Cross assisted by the
Indonesian government in the dis-
tribution of  relief
Cooperation and contribution in
this relief effort has also come from
UNICEF and the governments of
friendly countries like Canada, the
United States, Japan, Australia, New
Zealand, the Federal Republic of
Germany, the Netherlands and ICRC
itself. Even the American Catholic
Relief Services has been given the

_opportunity to participate in these

efforts.

To imply that half the East Timor
populace has now perished is noth-
ing but the stereotyped propaganda
of the Fretilin gang. The govern-
ment of East Timar province and,
for that matter, the Indonesian gov-
ernment have so far never been con-
ducting a population census.

East Timor is now 1aking a breath
of freedom within independent In-
donesia. The people have led a
normal life in 1heir bid for develop-
ment. Gradually but certainly they
will caich up with the progress
achieved by other parts of Indone-
sia. Health care, education, voca-
tional training. infrastructures and
all necessary aspects of life which
support development have been im-
proved and are being galvanized by
the government.

The current development of East
Timor is now being incorporated in
the implemeniation of Indonesia’s
third Five-Year Development Plan
(1979-1984). And East Timor is now
an open territory. .

Ngurah Gedhe,
Minidier Counsellor,
E mbassy 0! the Reputihc of Indonesa

Washington, D.C.

(NOTE — Mr. Bradsher says'he
asked the emhassy’s press section for
information on 1he. situation in East

goods. -
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Letters

“Resettlement’ of the Timorese

“T'o the Editor:

East Timor. The correspondent stated  of the crisis. Only three International

. that tens of thousands of people are se-

1 was very disturbed misleading  verely threatened by disease and fam-
statements containédiiii“the Oct. 3]  ine. The present relief efforts are not
‘Reuters dispatch aboutthe situation in -  sufficient to deal with the magnitude

that “neutral observers say there isno Red Cross officials

4

lished abroad that haif the population  more international refi
has been wiped out in. genocidal action
by the Indonesian army.*t )

During the past year, my office has Indonesian military, The Indonesian
received considerdble  information Government must allow international
about human-rights violations in East

Timor. These reports;

church officials, indicate that since East Timor as well.

1975 — not 1975 to 1976, as claimed by Because information about East

the Reuters dispatch—é%malan Timor is 5o scarce — the area having
ly brus

army has used extremely

il tac-

-

s e

tics to destroy widespread popular. |
resistance to annexation. Indiscrimi-

crop destruction appear to have been

common tactics desi

dreds of thousands of people out of the
mountains into Indonesia’s 'resettle-

ment'’ camps.

Most reliable reports point to a very
high death toll. American officials now
believe 100,000 are dead, but relief and
church officials quote significantly
higher figures. The report of one-half
of the population having been killed
originated with Indonesian officials.
Whether one talks about half of the ¥
population or 100,000 deaths, it is clear
that Indenesia is responsible for a
massive catastrophe which should be |
compared to the Cambodian tragedyt

Ald missions in East Timor repgrt

are stationed in
evidence to support the charges pub- East Timor full time. The presen
ef officlals is .
essential to prevent the theft and cor-

ruption of relief aid

a like Unicef and the U.N.
primarily from Commission on Refugees to operate in

been closed off to journalists by the In- '
donesian authorities for the four years
— {t is essential that reports of the

 East Timor tragedy be scrupulously

ed. Reliance on Indonesian
officials of unidentified : “‘neutral ob- |
servars” can only further cbfuscate |
the pitblic's cloudy perceptions of the |

situation.

Lives depend on the American pub-
lic's attention to the tragedy in East
Timor. | sincerely hope that The New
York Times will lead in the effort to in-
vestigate the devastation of the Timo-

rese people. ToM HARKIN
Member of Congress, 5th Dist., lowa
Washington, Nov. 2, 1478
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Stephen S. Rosenfeld

The Policy of Famine

This Thanksgi
ﬁm%tmpmmtmmmhbau:ua
pretty well accepted political ta

True, denying food and imposing malnutrition,
disease and ceath upon large pumbers of civilians,
{or a political purpose, has never really gone out of
style. But after World War II, which did after all
produce a certaln revulsion against the deliberata
mﬂcﬂon::mmmgonmmh of non-combatants,
1here perhaps was a time when 2 carelessly hopeful
person might have thought the mold had eracked.
Not so. The situation in Cambodia, where Vietnam
and its puppet regime, with Soviet approval, have
bemfordngamdmmc!uﬂuumme

il

.‘ T A Wil have heen
doing it in their various fashions, also for years. The
Nigerians in their war against Biafra, Ethiopla in its

Note well: { am not talidng here about simply
using food as a political carrot or stick, which is
common both in the expart policles of the United
States and in the internai-disiribution policies of
many local governments, I am talking about mill-
tary ::!pmﬂuns aimed atddrhing farmers off the
land, destroying crops and seeds, rendering flelds
uncultivable, denying rellef—Iin brief, operations
aimed at cansing the sort of human loss that makes
sacietles buckle.

In the American seifimage and in much 'of gur
Practice, we are a generoud people eager to fesd
the bungry everywhere without lesting-politics in-
n-ude.Yetanlemm.evenuwesantinsMpm
of food aid, we spread’ the herbicides and con-
ducted the bombing that made somea part of that
ald necessary. Qur record is mixed enough to war-
T A —

t happens, the of inflict-
ing hunger for political aims has flourished even
-a ti:ne c[ouquat of hunger bas been widely accept-

official pronouncements, a1 an ymportant in-
ternational goal,

g +

It suggests a certain fallure of imagination that
50 little actention has been given 1o the matter of
man-made famine. People of good. will have la-
bared hard, for instance, to ensure that govern-
ments would not [oose exotic germs or chemicals
upon civilian populations, but the ecoafser and
more common threat of food dendal Is little noted,
The international community has heen struggling
fo organize better 1o cope with natural disssters,

ving the big news on the interna-.

but the man-mada disaster of enforced starva
falls outside the paje.

Perhaps it is that the uss of food ara political
lever has become 50 ordinary, so legitimized by

regular unremarked practice, that people—Ameri-*

cans, in particular—don't focus on the use of food
as the yltismate politica] lever until it's too late, as
In Cambodiz.

An oft-cited CIA study of 1974 suggested counter-
ing “off or economic smangulation” with' “food
strangulation™ and observed grandiy, “As the custo-
dian of the bulk of tha world's exportable grain, the
US. might regain tha primacy of world affairs. ..
So it is that many Americens speak now of the
desirability of cutting off food exports to Irap. A
case can be made that a cutoff would merely
reduce the quality of the iranian diet and cause
the government problems of control, without
starving anyone. But it is a slippery slope. ;
'You might hava thought that the spread of pows
“eriul modern weapons would help preciude starva-
tion aftuations—by putting the means for 2 kmocks

out punch into the hands of societies that ather.

wise might conduct their political disputes as

protracted pezsant wars. )
Bat the spread of thése weapons has not con-

Iined battles 10 armed combatants on battlefields,

The spirit of the age has energized many popular
causes, and people tend to siruggle on. It i3 pre-
cisely the difficulty of routing out low-tevel resist-
ance, especiaily in the countryside, by planes and
E:hthaxlm given food-denial tactics their open-

The civilian victims are customarily removed, by
remotetiess and the starver’s censorship, from the
news coverage that might help the humanitarian
community mobilize the pelitical community. The
starver’s troops often limit or deny the victims the
benefits of international retief, if it 1s offered.

It bas become a cliché that we should all fight
the “war on hunger.” It should become the com.
mon political rule that we will allow no one o
wage war by hunger. That would be cause for
thanksgiving.
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elief is reaching East Timor but:|
thousands have already died - -~

from Indonesian starvation policy.

From David Watss !

alike ig. East Timor’s lLirtle- 78 when the Indonesian military, |

Dili, East Timor, Dec’13- = known war, which has been tiring of the inconclusive:cam-
. 'An old woman lies on her. fought out of sight of the world paign, launched a big sweep |
side;, . huddied in the . foetal - since 1975. through the east of the jsland |

Sositon, oo a bamboo. bed.” I was the first representadve to eradicate the last of the
S¥en -from the back her rib-© of a British newspaper to visit Fretilin forces, Using parauvop
e is visible. Only her eyes East Timor since news of wide- drops” and  North American
F"p_bve._:l‘he siin on her face and spread starvadon and malouti. Rockwell Bronco counter-nsur
+2ichetick wrms and legs is won reached the outside world. gency . aircraft they fought
{ife taur, dark brown parch. ~ With a party of Europesn and through the island, denying the
“myent, : Scamdinavian  correspondents,  Fretilin forces sancruaries and
ZAround her in the dny four centres esmblished for the food supplies. O
Stmmporary hospital in the east East Timorese were visited In Generzl Dading _Kalbuadi,
“of. the island of Timor are a . 8 TOur supervised by the indon- who commanded Indonesian
dozen other shadows of human ®©sian military. Diplomats have operations in East Timor, told
beings. Most of them will die, =50 far not been allowed to travel me that he had emploved a
in palm-frond huts around this farther than the capital, Dill variety of techniques culled
collecior cemtre for the. With the Porruguese revolus from the Indonesian fight for
“ mountain people™ of East ton the Portuguese Governor, independence against the Dutch, |
Timor, orgagized by the Lnter.. Posted bere as a punishment, and his own experience as part
ationul Committee of the Red threw in bis hand and fled to of the United Nadons force de-
Cross and the Indonesian Red 28 off-shore island, Civil war ployed in_Vietnam ro monitor
Crose, others: are lying too.sick : Droke out_involving Fredlin, a the ceasefire.
S Ebe, maved. ol ! Marxist grouping with- a- mili--- - -Here and’ there throughout
e sece-of flat.. Y. arm composed largely of the eastern half of the island
1 N ?’*mpn on a piece-0 bich soldiers formerly-in the Portu- . there is evidence of what appear
and close to a river which . pyase.colonial army. - -~ - . -to have been napalm acracks by |

2115 s:;giaosniog;:l]r ngws;“ fi‘iz:_ One we_ekcl aﬁﬂ:ﬂ Fretilin dt&- the Bronco aircrait Made des- |
er ATS, ymbo ent stZle an era ituation i
of the suffering bronght on Clared au indepen Stae, perate by the situatiop in the

N the rival Apoded group an- mountains the people began to
East Timor through war and nounced integration with In. flock down to the lowlands in
fam:sneNodl:;:gknge h]:ff m?;; donedsi:i. th:\u Indogestan Army search of food and-sheiter.

years. ° s Y inva in force. * . he £ edi i

of the *“mountain peop:é Fredlin's 2,500 fighters, equi th;r Eas:oqfﬁnngrge ,%a lf:g;
have died of smrvation and ped with modern German sub-  come from Australia, Japan
‘disease this vear bur since the machine guns and mortars, ook )

i 3 Scandinavi - |
Red Cross did a survey of _r.helr to the mountains making with peag c‘;ﬂ‘:;i;“fs ‘,::ﬁe; &u{;
plight in April-it is believed them an estimated 100,000 10w- ‘worch (£2.3m) from the United

at the rumber of deaths run® ]apnd Timorese who were gither ‘ i -
“into the thousands. reladves or people “co-opted” ?I:oavtv':' 1;1 m:.‘:: bgrercrg:u:ﬁ:
Noebody kpows precisely how into the movement 1o provide Alouemes, an American-built |
many East Timorese are-sdll in  support by growing food. Jetranger helicopter and a Bri-
the mountains but there can be The Indonesian armed forces iish.buiit Islander fixed-wing
few remaining alive. Of those sealed off East Timer from the - ajreraft. Total relief work now
that have come down to the rest of the world with air and ynpder.way stands at $15.2m.
Jowland areas, 134,000 are being naval patmols 1o prevem owside  Though the relief pro-
treated by Catholic relief ser- assistance reachmg the Fredin  ammes are working well now
vices in 120 cenmes and the Red fighters. i and probably a reladvely small
Cross has plans to help another gg.n S“lf’:ﬂ Wl:ﬂ“laf?;“ fr‘::': percentage of those at greseut
000 - - ) e y forcad ] e : Tt P
“'.Since the Red Cross operation Plac 10 place. It was impos- Egg?;;;mmlgmﬂ mill: die. :xhe
began in October, 36,000 people sible for the lowlanders o T& .00 5 heavy respon "b'rli mf5t |
;ha%e been cootacted and are ‘TWD 1O the few ferdle areas . .-y, wcalled' 2 8 ouc -3r
; oo : around river vaileys and even E mgoutside
being treated in eight relief cen- help much sooner.

- s hi -ere unable to ’
ey or semare aalnuiton and b Bighlanders were Wasble 10 e Government says dhas
countless diseases. myop] Practise tRElce vl
' and burn agriculture some relief centres have been |
Most of these people have “"Th. peopie were reduced to in existence for a year. In that
‘been saved from the brink of giealing whar they could, and .year thousands of lives have
starvation by the relief serviceS ,hen they could not ger sup- Deed needlessly destroyed and
in"what must be one of the moSt- jie they lived on leares, mice far from bringing in assistance
remarkably successful rescue and dead dogs, according to an the Jakarta Government blocked
operadons of recent years. official of the Indomesian Red the return of the ‘Inrernartional
Othiers will die, but ac least Cross. - They ate the dogs after Commirtee of the Red Cross. I
help is coming to the innocent they bad died because their is a serious accusadon ro add to
Werims of the vicious starvation animisc beliefs prevented them thar of the annexadon -of East
policy prac.sed by the Indo- from killing them. . Timor by armegd force, for which
nesian armed forces - against  But the real crisis for the Indonesia sdill stands con-
Marxdst militant and dvilian mountain people came 10 1977- demned. !
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“First the blade, then the ear,

The same-ldnd of outpouring of compas-
sion and assistance in response to the tragedy
in Cambodia is called for in ancther seldom

noticed corner of the world. Thus far little
public attention has been given to the tens of

thousands of victims.of famine and war on the
tiny Indonesian island of Timaor.

Much of the industrial West probably has
pever heard of the former Portuguese colony
north of Australia and west of New Guinea, no
larger than the state of Connecticut. The cri-
sis in the eastern half of Timnor is not as large,
does not involve nearly as many people, as
the tragic situation in Cambodia. But the pro-
portion of the jsland’s total population bat-
tling malnutrition is as large or larger. Atten-
tion and helping hands are urgently needed to
aid East Timor residents struggling to sur-
vive after being driven from their homes and
farms during {our years of conflict.

Recent hearings before the House Subcom-
mittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs painted a
grim picture of what living conditions are like
for the rmore than 200,000 refugees there said
to be suffering from malnutrition. One inter-
national relief official described the remote
island’s history as '‘one of unrelenting depri-
vation . and oppression.”” And a veteran
waorker called the acute malnutrition’on the
island the worst he had run up against in 14
years of assisting refugees.

But there were also glimmers of hope in
the congressional testimony that since fight-
ing between guerrilla groups and Indone-
sians, who Invaded the island four years ago,
has subsided in recent months, aid from the

SCi
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then the full grain in the earg, .

Tuesday, Decamber 18, 1879

-EaétTini’or —the Other far_niné :

US, West Germany, and Australia is finally
starting to get through. The United States so
.far has sent $7.8 million in emergency assis-
tance and commodities via international re-
Hef organizations, and a relief official testi-

. fied that monitoring and access to the hostile

jungle and mountain regions of the island
have improved sufficiently for him to report
that foodstuffs and other emergency supplies
are now making It to some desperate
villagers. S

But some other relief workers as well as
Timorese refugees charge that Indonesian
troops have in some cases confiscated food in-
tended for the Timorese. To ensure future aid
reaches those in need more outside observers
ought to be allowed to monitor the food distri-
bution, even if, as some State Department of-
ficials aver, extensive monitoring would be
offensive to Indonesia.

It may be too much to hope that the peaple
of East Timor, who have an identity quite dis-
tinct from Indonesians, will ever gain the self-
determination denied them since Indonesia's
takeover. But at the least the West — and
Indonesia's big ally, the United States, in par-
ticular — has an obligation to try to curb Indo-
nesian strong-arm tactics.

Relief agencies are seeking rehabilitation
grants from the US of $5 million. With the hun-
gering in Cambodia, Africa, and efsewhere
calling for world attention, it would be easy
for wealthier nations to overlook East Timar.
But conscience and compassion for even the
remotest of “*neighbors™ on this small planet
‘must not allow that to happen.

=ENCE MONITOR
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An Unjust War 1n East Timor -

Americans have only gradually become aware of
the unjust war Indonesia has been waging in remote
East Timor. The former Portuguese colony has suf-
“ered a ruthless military occupation since Indonesia in-
vaded it in 1975 and proclaimed its annexation a year
later. The fighting, disease and starvation may have
claimed a third of East Timor's 600,000 inhabitants —
no one can say for sure, because Indonesia has re-
stricted access by the international relief agencies.

Although most of the weapons of suppression are
American-made, Washington has muted its concern for
the familiar pragmatic reasons. Indonesia, the most
populous Moslem nation, is a major oil supplier; its
military government is rightist and repressive. But
American silence about East Timor contrasts oddly
with the indignation over Cambodia; the suffering is
great in both places. ;

In East Timor, as in Cambodia, an unoffending
people is starving following invasion by an aggressive
neighbor. Here, too, refugees with bloated bellies are
being crammed into resettlement camps. Jakarta as-
serts contro! only by bombing the populated coastal
areas, forcing Timorese into the rountains and devas-
tating their rice economy.

When the Portuguese empire was crumbling in
1875, little attention was paid to the poor and primitive
colony of East TRnor. Indonesia already controlled the
western half of the island and coveted the rest. Two in-
dependence movements vied for power in East Timaor,

.conflict served as the

one being the leftist
Fretilin party, and that

pretext for Indonesia’s
attack.
Though Washing-
ton says it ‘under- R\
stands” the seirure,
it disagrees with Indo-
nesian claims that
sigelf - determination™
prompted it. The an-
nexation has been re- |
peatedly condemned
by the United Nations
and has found no legal
support anywhere. i

Portuguese priests who have-fled East Timor saya
third of the population has died. Indonesia disputes this
number, but former Foreign Minister Adam Malik said
in 1977 that the military casualties were 50,000, perhaps
80,000, By that reckoning, at least one of ten East Timo-
rese is a casualty of *integration.”

Members of Congress have finally begun to ask
why Indonesia should be exemnpt from American cen-
sure. But these protests have elicited only mumbles
from the Carter Administration; it still sells military
hardware to Indonesia. The acquiescent silence of
America is no more just than the war.
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By JAMES M. MARKHAM
§ putiad tw Ther Netr Yorkt Tl

LISBON -~ Newty armived ethnic Chi.
nese refugess from the former Poru.
guese colony of East Timor say that fam.
ine conditions and some fighting have
been cmtinuing there, that Indonesian
soldiers behave as 3 harsh occupying
army and that high-ranking cificers sys-
tematicaily divert and sell intermnational
relief supplies.

are current {rom September to Oct 1,
when the last of them left East Timor.
More recent reports (rom-East Timor

The acsounts furnished by the refugees

Second of a senes.

have said that international relief efforts
have had some effect 10 moving the area
{rorn war and famine toward survivial,

A woman who got out of the Exse Thno-
rese capital of Dili in October and, like
others, said she paid hnbu {otaling
roughly £2.000, reported: “E
wants 1o jeave. Itumeludnltlndenl

All the fresh arrivals, who have joined
a Tlmorese colony of 2,000 refugees bere,
are {rom the dwindling Chinese com-
munity in East Timor, which 9 250 miles
nerth of Australin in the eastern end of
the [ndonesian archipelago. They freely
acknowiedged' that [ndonesian officers
permitted them (0 leave because, a3 ona
man put it, “they think that Chineses wll
not cause problems for thetn,” Tt is im-
poesible, they say, lor Timorese of the
few Portuguese suanded there 1o leave,

A Group Apart in East Timer

Uke oversens Chinesa scattersd
around Southesst Asia, those in Timor
WeTe a4 gfoup apart, teare interested in
commerce than in politics, Four days of
intensive interviews here, invoiving 1}
people whose remarks were transiated
from the Chinese, suggested that their
community had sulfered as severely
irom the Indonesian cccupation as have
the non-Chinese Timorese.

Some were extremely reluctant o
spenk, and all pleaded that their ideng-
ties apd even their daies of leaving be
kept confidentia) for fear of Indonesian
reprisals against family members whoss
irvedom they hoped to purchase.

A lanky teenage boy just armived in
Listorn with two siblings virtuslly refused
to anywer questions until an nterpret
suggested jokingly that perfiaps he liked
the Indanesians. The boy smiled siyly
and, barely audibly, said, '"The Indane-
sian soldiers beat us, but we ran awsy.”

Asked what happened aiter the inva.
sion of DUi w December 1973 he said:
“'The Indonesians lined us up m the
wharf, making us face the ses, ang they
shet many people, Mayba a hundred. " He
sald that he and othera, expeclng execu-
tion. were spared, perhaps because of
heir ege. An impassive man in his 50's
said thar Indonesian pamachutists, on
larding in Dili, fired wnidly at anyone in
sight. Qther refugess recounted that if an
[edonesizn scidier was found™ dead in
fromt of a house, its occupants, with the
emptwn of women,. were summaniy

‘he tefugess interviewed all came
from Diit, and ouly one sald he had re.
cently vizited villages outside, ta theexst,
where, he satd; It {§ pormal that X peo-
pledietnaday.”

Diversiony of Ald Alleged

r\mmg the refugess’ assertons were |

these

'Innnk:ng Indonesian officers kave or-
ganized a systemn, using soldiers as mid-
dlemen, to divert Indonesian, Red Cross
and oter humaritanan reltel, chiefly
rice, (o shops tn Dl “*We talked to the
seail soldiers and they complained they
were not getting enough from the bigones
for selling it."" 3 man replied when asked
to furmsh evidence of Uie corTuption,
Added apother: *'1I they receive from the
Red Croagof Australia, they giveitasif it
came from the Indonesian Red Cress. But
they give only a little bit to the people and

seil most.”*

er | money amt other favors from the local

Refugees From East T1mor Report armne S1tuat10n

mmﬂulluﬂw
Ethni¢ Ciiinesa from East Timar recently joined other refugees, seen practicing songs, at campoutside Lisbon

qLast Aprit the [nternational Commit-
teeof the Red Cross (nvited people in Dill
o fill out forms permitting them to de-
clare whether they wanted to become n-
danesian or Fortuguese citizens; many
opted for Portuguese rationabty, and:
many of those who did were discharged
{rom whatever jobs they mugbt have held
and were otherwise duscnmnated
against. “It was a (rick 19 make people
take Indonesian nationality.” a young
man asserted. 1! you changed and said
you wanted to be Indomesnian, you could
get your job back."
9The refugess said that there was tittle
commerce in Dill and that eco.
nomie Aenviry centered on selling food to
Indonesian weops In the sea.
side towmr. The soldiers were depicted as
CuRer 1 serve out Ltheir six-month tours,
take advantage of the time to extort

ppulation, and go home.

JQuesticned ntensely, one maa (n-
fisted that when ba left Dill in mnd-Octo-
bey planes, which from his desenption
and drawings appeared o be small
Amencan-made Broncn chservation
planes, were conducting bombing runs in
the neorty mountaina. 1 saw with my
g eyes the bombs brmught 1o the planes
on Jittle carts,” he said emphadeally. He
also zaid that twice 3 week transport
planes frem Suracaya, Java, lewout In-
dofresian casuaitzes that had been {ermied
(o the military haspuai in Dill by helicop-
ter. Othets, inclding the young man wha
saud he visited viilages in the eastern sec-
non of the isiand between January and
May, related that anu-indonesian guer-
rillas trom Fretlin, ke revoluticnary
group, were still res|

husband, 3 Porruguese, way seized and !
taken 1010 the mountains by Fretslin —.
the name is an acronym (rom the Porms-
guese for Revoluttionary Front for an in-
dependent Enst Timor — alter the 1975 in.
vasion. **"They are weak, but they do not
care,” she went on. “Now [ do not know
where my hosband is. Some say he i3
({ighting wth men Others say he i3
dead. [ donot know."*

When important outsiders, particn-
tarly foreign journalists, visited Diit, the
refugees said, the indocesians remgved

served Eriefly 13 2 scout,

His sentiments seemed to fie more wizd
his cnedtime Freulm captors than wae
the Indonesiang, “When they hut you " he
2aid of the [ndonesiany, rinng a.ngnly tc
his fest, **y have to say ‘thank you'!*™"

The Chinese maintained that a lignt n
donresian naval bleskads and the absencs
of 2 seagmng radition among the Timo

rese prevented people {rom fleeing
um_ To depart legally (rom Timar, they
$2id, they paid large bribes, which vanec
according (0 el suspected wealth, I

tanks and other military veltcles from
the towm, navel vesseis were withdrawm
{rom sight and soidiers and policemen
went into the stieets in piainciothes, pre.
tending to be Timoress and warning peo-
ple against taliking (o the visitors. “When
jousnalists go there they are never free,"
aman adding, in referenca to
the Indonesian President: “And people
are forced to shout *Viva Subarol® There
are many poilce in muftl watching, and if
people say anything else they ate demit
with later.” .
Few Fixed Polltical Views

Few of the pewly armved Chinese ap.
peared to have any flzad political views.
A tall, tough-iooking man said that atter
the utvaston he was ken into the roun.
toirs by the guernlias because they sus.
pecied him of being a member af the
Timor Petnocrans Union, a group that
irutiaily supporied asscchation with Por-
tugat leading graduaily 1o independence.
Duning his ume in the mountains, e sard,
the Indonesian Air Forse constantly
bombed the guernillas. He said ke man-

aged (0 surTender 1d the ind and

oo Indk colonels, whase names cr
documenta they showed were recorded.
with ofticial stamps, as J. F. Sinaga anc
Bam Bang. Usng Indonesien (demtiny
cards, they were then permitied to {ly tc
Jakarta.

No Bribes — Sometimes

In the- capital, they sald, the Pormu
guesesintérests section of the Dutch Em
bassy issued them Parmigiese passports
“And thers you ¢o not have 10 pay anv-
thing,” a refugee said, “They are verm
nice.” The Netherlands, which was h
colonial rider of Indonesia, wciuding th
western part of Timor, has representec
Portuguese interesta in Jakarma siner
Portugal broke diplomatic relations afte:
the invanion of Ease Timor.

Further brbea to immtgration efflcial
In Jakarta are required to secure depat
ture {7om Indonemia, the refugres saic
with the resulr that dozens ¢f Timores.
Chinese have been siranded Most wi
manage 0 et ocut fly 10 Singapare
whence they follow o low-cost Aercflot a:
route that 13xes themn through New Deih
and M te Lisbon,

around the towm of Baveaw. H and others
zaid that the frogmented leftist meve-
ment malntaned a good informacion net-
woTk "and anythiny that happens in Dili
they know about.”*
qDil, in the wordy of tne refugee. is “a
world of terror’ full of nfermers and
spies. Police umus forcibly bresk up
small groups on the streets, residents are
atrasd of being arvested for listening to
loreign radio broadeasts, mail i3 cen
sored, the use of Pormuguese is fortrddend
and the Timorese live in fear of beaang de.
nounced a3 sympathizers of the guerril-
las by members of an Indomenan-ipon-
sored group ciiled the Timoress Poputar
Democratic Associaton.

Sulfering, Torture, Jail

Ome of the men, saying thae his beather
bad been faisely decounced 2s 2 Fretilin
ber, added: “He suffered a lot. He

was tortured with slectnicicy. He was in
Hul.for 16 montha, If [t Is a lady, they go
wth agerottes on the face and un the:
body.**

Several refugees sa:d that guerrillas
who had surrendersd under an 2mnesty
program were vutially allowed (o rerum
o their homes dut [ater "disappeared”
and were believed (0 have been ilain.
Low-level lormer members were obliged
0 serve as scouts in the Indonesian
Army, the refugess added.

Last year. according 0 the refugees,
prisoners held in Dili were freed and then |
fled into the mountains.
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Is Timor aid
being stolen?

By Jimmy Burns
Special to The Christian Science Monitor
Lisbon

According to Timorese reflugees just
artiving here. the Indonesian autherities
are embezzling part of the internaticnal
aid currently being channeled 1o starva-
tion-struck East Timor

The refugees allege that Indeonesian
officials are keeping some of the donated
{ood and medical supplies back anrd then
distributing them to local shopkeepers
The aid is. in turn. sold at hugely inliated
prices rather than given to the popula-
tion, they say

These charges are difficult if not im- |
possible 1o substantiate. But they appear
to corroborate the views expressed by re- |
presentatives of the Americans for
Democratic  Action {(ADA) at last
month's congressional hearing on East
Timor. The ADA representatives con-
tended that. given Indonesia’s past
record in Timor. there was a need for in- |

creased monitoring by outside observers

From. page 1 .-:
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Is Timor aid being stolen?

**We appeal to anyane left in the world with

|- a minimum sense of human rights to insure

that retief goes directly to our people,” satd
5.. arefugee who insisted on remaining name-
tess for fear of reprisals against his family
He arrived here on Jan & along with four
other men and ohe woman, the Jatest group to
have braved a long. costly, and seemingly
dangerous trail

Since the Indenesian invasion of East Ti-
mor in 1975, more than 2,000 Timorese have
arrived in Portugal. Mosl of them. like S.. are
housed in a squalid camp & few miles from
Lisbon belonging to the Portuguese Red
Cross

S. managed to escape from Dili. the main
town on East Timor. late last year after pay-
ing80,000 Indonestan ruplahs (5129) for a visa
and the air ticket to Jakarta, the Indonesian
capital. In Jakarta he pajd a further 1,200,000
rupiahs ($1.935) for necessary papers and an
air fare to Lisbon through Singapore.

Heleft Jakartaona temporary lourist visa
although he arrived in Singapore with a
smuggled Poriuguese passport he had bought
for 6.000 rupiahs {$9 67} from the Dulch Em-
bassy in the Indonesian capital. (The Dutch
have been carrylog out consular activities for
the Portuguese ever since Portugal broke off
dipiomatic relations with Indonesia in 1975.

§. calculated that half of the total 1,286,000
tuplahs ($2.074} he had paid went in under-
the-table bribes to Indonesian cfficiais.
**There is no other way to get out." he said. S,
confirmed that a family reunion program
agreed to mote than a year ago by the Austra-

of the distribution of foreign reliel.

The United States so far has contrib-
uted approximately $1.8 million to the In-
ternational Commitiee of the Red Cross’
reliel efiorts and $6 9 million in funds and
commodities to the Catholic Rellef Ser-
vices. CR5 has requested an additional 55
million from the US to be spread over a

three-yearperiod _ uisase tarn 1o Page ¥

lian and Indonesian governments to {acilitale
the emigration from Timor of at least £00 peo-
ple bad (izzied complelely — without a word
of protest {rom elther side

To his knowledge no more than 100
Timorese had left because of the program S
believed that none of his fellow countrymen
had attempted leaving by boat. Shipping to
and from East Timor is now closely con-
trolled by the Indonesian authorities

This is not the only way that officials are
making things difficult. Increasingly. tickets
and visas are being distributed to Timorese
Judged to be politicaly sate, in other words,
Lhose who would not talk to the press

But is every Timarese trying to pet out”

“If every Timorese who wanted to leave
was allowed 10 go. only the stones would be
left,” said S

The authorities, clearly fearing the conse-
quences of 2 mass exodus, are clamping down
even on loophotes

Refugees insist that starvation still exists
in many parts of East Timor and that fiphting
between the Indonesian military and
Fretelin, the Timorese liberation movement.
was still continuing in the mountains to the
east of the island,

The refugees underlined the manipulative
skills of the local authorities when it came to
visits by Western journalists. Embarrassing
witnesses were temporarily removed during
the period of the visit, while those who re-
mained were Loo frightened to talk,

Clear]y the months ahead will see growing
demands to what is really going on in Timor

Recent events here indicate that one of the
major initiatives tn this respect may come
from the Portuguese, who are already demon-
strating feelings of collective guilt about their
former colony.

Portuguese President Antonio Ramalho
Eanes has handed Portugal's military
watchdog. the Council of the Revolution, a
lengthy dessier on Timor that is believed 1o
recommend an immediate diplomatic olfen-
sive Lo secere a just future for the local popu-
latien

The President is obliged by his country's
Constitution to bring East Ttmor to indepen-
dence. Atso this week Portugal's new center-
right government announced that the ques-
tion of Timor would become one of #ts major
foreign policy involvements over the next few
months. According to government sources the
aim is to solve what is increasingly becoming
a burdensome refugee problem here

Because the Timorese currently hving
here possess Portuguese passports, no inter-
national orgenization bears responsibitity for
them. The cost of their upkeep and organiza-
tion thus falls on an already stretched Portu-
guese stale

The US. like Portugal. is another country
thal recently has begun to demonstrate signs
ol collective guilt The Indonesians used US
weapons and relied on US diplomatic suppart
for the invasien of East Timor In 1955
Successive US administrations have conzid-
ered Indanesia important becayse of its sta-
tus as a staunchly anti-communist and oii
producing nation

The Stale Department until recentis
looked like being as wrong about East Timor
as about Iran (significantly Indonesia is
nominally an Islamic natien}. although East
Timor speciatists believe thal attitudes are at
tast beginning to change
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AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

No Bleep on the Moral Radar

HE QUESTION of East Timor continues to hover

at the edges of the United States' political and
moral radar screen. It only begins with the fact that
the place is hard to locate: it's an island—actually,
half an island—in the Indonesian archipelago. Until
things came apart in the mid-1970s, it was an obscure
oputpost of the Portuguese empire. In the locals’ strug-
gle for the succession, one side surged ahead and pro-
claimed independence; but barely a week later, the

Indonesian army moved in, using American weapons

and diplomatic support, and annexed it. indonesia is
currently friendly and anti-communist, a big oil pro-
ducer, the most populous Moslem country in the
world: all reasons why, informed critics feel, the
United States has mostly averted its gaze from what
Indonesia has been doing to East Timor. What Indo-
nesia has been doing, these critics say, is mercilessly
grinding the people down.

When such reports appear, as they do from time-to
time in the press or at the occasional congressional
hearing, a curious thing happens. Frightful stories
are told of massive numbers of Timorese deaths
caused by the guns or famine-inducing pacification
policies of the Indonesian army. Lately there have
_ been heart-rending accounts of the brutalization of
ethnic Chinese trying to depart a place where their

community has fived for 100 years. Then the Ameri-
can officials come on, suggesting that the critics’ in-
formation is out of date and perhaps politically
skewed. There is, it is said, no real merit to allega-
tions that the food aid that has been going into the
country since last year is being diverted or stolen by
Indonesian soldiers. A certain sympathy is solicited
for American efforts to induce the reluctant Indone-
sians to allow international .agencies to distribute
food and to admit a few foreign visitors. East Timor,
after all, has to be fitted into the broader context of
American interests in Indonesia.

East Timor exists'in a geographical eddy and a po-
litical eddy. Indonesia has smarted under the persist-
ent Third World eriticism organized by other former
colonies, but it has not smarted enough to make the
changes that would bring the refugee and relief-
agency horror stories to an end. It is very hard to
make a strong claim to push East Timor higher up
the list of American priorities. But it should also be
very hard for American diplomats not to convey to
Indonesian authorities, quietly but insistently, that
an increasing number of Americans are baffled by
Jakarta's policy in East Timor and that it cannot
be in Indonesia’s interest to let the question fester
more.
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US role in plight of Timor: an issue that won’t go away

Legislators take new interest
in American policy, aid there

A policy of deliberate indifierence lo hu-
man rights violations by Indonesla in the for~
mer Portuguese colony of East Timor is com-
ing back to trouble the US State Department,

Thanks in part to sporadic press reporis
and the testimony of scholars studying the
problern, a small but growing number of con-
greszmen is taking an interest in the plight of
the East Timorese,

The congressmen are concerned, to start
with, becausa the Indopesians, in violation of
an arms agreement with the United Stales,
used American weapons when they invaded
East Timor In December 1975, But their con-
cern also derives trom humanitarian consid-
erations: Widespread starvation foliowed the
Indonesian invasion. According to soine ac-
counts, it was al one point of a magnitude
comparable o the starvation that has oc-
curred in Cambodia.

All of this t5 of more than academic inter-
est because, for one thing, American aid in
the form of food and medicine, now is being
sent, through international organizations, to
East Timer. The question of adequale monl-
toring to determine that the ald reaches those
in need I8 a live issue. So Is the question of
whether increased numbers of Timorese
should be allowed Lo leave the island,

The Indonesian povernment blamed the
iamine in East Timor oo hardships alleged)y
caused by Fretilin, the Timorese indepen-
dence movement, The US has pointed o a
combination of factors, including war,
drought, ercsion, and deforestation. Bul refu-

—

guulnﬂnmhﬂddhﬂmm
the island itself have hismed the Indonesian
Irvasion, which, some of them say, included a
deliberate policy of denrying food to Fretilin

supporters.

At any rate, at one point last year, more
than 200,000 people, or two-fifths of the popu-
lation of East Timor, were sald by experts to
be suffering from malnutrition.,

The Carter administration bas
buman rights lo be it the center of its foreign
policy. To find out abeut human rights viols-

priest who served for several years as bead of
the Timorese refugee , said be
knew of no attempt by US to seck out
and interview any of the more than 2,000 such
uﬁ:geuwbohlvehemuﬂngmwm
the past several years.

Even loday, with the magnitude of the
Eas Timor problem betier known, refupess
going directly to the State Depgretnent in
Washington with their stories find that most
officials thete give the benefit of the doubt to
the Indonesians,

*He acted like a lawyer for the Indone
sians,” sald one refugee after talking with a
State Depariment olficial recentty.

‘The Stale Department some time ago re-
duced East Timor to the statis of an aid prob-
lem. Allegations from refupses that Amer
cao food aid f3 being diverted for profit by the
Indonesian milltary compel State Depart-
ment attention. But one official complained
that conclusive ppecifics were lacking in the
refuges accounts. In past situations of this
type, bowever, specifics have nol been read-
ity available in an atmosphere of military oc-
cupation and intimddation.

Based oo such experiences, ouiside ob-

e ——

sexvers are led to conclude that what the peo-
ple in East Timaor actually thiok or feel seems
to be of secondary consequence to most State
Department officiale.

What mary Timorese would like, at least
as it filiers through from a handful of refu-
gees and peholars woridng on the subject, is
the departute of the Indonesians and controt
over thelr own affairs. The Timorese identity
and languages are distinet trom those of the
Indonesians,

But in deferring to Indonesia an this issue,
the Carter administration, Ilke the Ford ad-
tministration befors it. appears to have placed

The Siate Department some
time ago reduced East
Timor to aid-problem status.

big-power concerns abead of human rights:
Indonesia Is an apticommunist, largety Mus-

lim, oll-producing nation with the fitth-largest
in the world It commands san

Assigtant
Holbrooke recently declared it is potentially
one of the great aations of the workd.

US policy toward East Timor has been
made for the most part by the State Depart-
nent's Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Af-
tairs, beaded by Mr. Holbrooke. The bureau
most concerned with buman rights, which is
headed by “Assistant Secretary Patricia
Derian, was barely gelting organized in 1977
when East Timor policy was tirst set by the
Carter administration,

However, it was Ms. Derian, oot Mr.
Hplbrooke, who was in the position of having
to answer questions about East Timor, among
other subjects, at a recent congressional
hearing. Mr. Holbrooke jet it be known he was
too busy preparing for a trip to appear at the
Feb. 6 hearing. He did have the time, how-
ever, to play bost at a black-tie dinner later
the same day.

Recenily, Ms. Derlan's bureay has begun
totake a more active interest in East Timor.

US Rep. Matthew McHugh (D) of New
Yaork has proposed holding new hearings on
the monitoring of food distribution in East Ti-
mar that would bring in more witnesses trom
outside the State

Rep. Tm’yﬂalllD)ofDanIansla!erthls
week to Introduce an amendment to the for-
eign ald bill which would urge Indonesia to al-
low the press and international relief ageo-
cles freer access o East Timor. The
resoiution: also would call on the Indonesians
to permit freer emipration trom East Timor

Rep, Lester Woltf (D) of New York, chair-
man pf the House subcommittes on Asian and
Pacific affalrs, recently returned from a brief
trip to0 East Timor to report that while the

lood sltuation in the territory had apparently
improved, more medical supplies and person-
D&l were peeded.

The Indonesian government clalms o
have created no obstacles to the departure of
Timarese who want to join family members
living in Australia and Portugal. But Austra-
lan and Portuguese diplomats contend that
the Indonesians are reluctant Lo let many
Timorese leave the island for fear that they
might publicize what has happened there,

Access to East Timor by the news media
remains limited,

The origins of Armerican policy can be
traced to 8 1975 visit to Indonesia by Presi-
dent Gerald Ford and Secretary of State
Henry A. Kissinger. They happened to be in
Jakarta, the Indonesian capital, alter atrip to
China, the day before the invasion of East Ti-
mor occurred.

Brent Scowcrofi./an Air Force general who
was President Ford's national security ad-
viser at the time, sald the President and Sec-
retary Kissinger did not encourape the inva-
sion but also did not oppose 1.

“1 guess it was hmdamentally a matter of
recognizing reality,’ said General Scoweroit.
*“We really had no reasonable options. . . . It
made no sense to antagonize the Indonesians,
+ . . East Timor was not a viable entity."”

General Scoweroft and other officlals, past
And present, contend that the US did suspend
miittary deliveries to Indonesia
following the invasion. But, according o
Benedict Anderson, a Cornell University ex-
pert on Indonesia, the record shows that at
least four separate offers of military equip-
ment, needed mainty for American-supplied
*'counterinsurgency’ aircraft. were made to
Indonesia during the claimed period of sus-
pension. Professor Anderson also argues with
the assertion that East Timor was incapable
of being self-supporting.

A State Departinent official, whe asked Lo
remaln unidentified, said Secretary Kissinger
adopted a policy that was supportive of Indo~
nesia on the East ‘Timor question, in part be-
cause of uncertainties created in Southeast
Asia in 1975 by the fall of Saigon. Indonesia re-
mained a staunch and powertul triend in a sea
of furmaofl. And. be said, the Carter adminis-
tration decided it did not wantto *get into a
contest” with Mr. Kissinger over this. But the
otficial sdded that both nd.lnlnisu'alion! 11
derestimaled Timorese resistaoce to the
invasion.

- **I'he Indonesians couldn't handle it, but
they didn't want to let people know how much
they’d botched things,* this official said. **So
they just Jet people starve "

“We decided: Let's focus on the humani-
tarian problems and try to get people in there

to belp.” he continued. *‘But this shoves a-

whole lot of ethical questions under the rug **
“1t has not been a policy of benign ne-

gleet,” said another Stale Departunent offi-

cial. “It’s been a policy of malign neglect ™

L.



e e e et
,,"RI3[P10S 241 JO PIRI]E
are Lein esneseq Supsojo asw sdoys asal

+{0f UY[SIUOPU] S OP 24 J1 I5NEIIQ ISTICN
i3 uj pooj Jo 101 e daay 1,uBDIM,, (PIESIY
‘0o 9NLS POOJ A JO "PIES ISFUTYD AR
It jo auo ,'1ydy 03 Ing 9010Yd OU SARY
Aauy,, ‘HIQ u pooj Jo Ljjiqeireas g ul
wawaactdur] wfns v s34 pras Layl 1uym
0] URY] pSpUALINS PRy Oym EIy3]
upnalg suiede spesuds: Apeap oWl
D] A10W PIINQLINIY A3Ys YIJYM ‘se[jtrtand
treysauopul-niue 3 jo asuasisied aus Aq
pasuding 3q 01 passadds s3a20Ja1 UL
., 28y sFuy
SSNEIAQ 'SMITY FUCATIAY 'SIWOD JOIISIA
|® vaym -suaddey jeys smot{ suofIaA2
|puw,, ‘safinjax suo pjws ,,eomid jfws
® §,1],, "3I9Y1 a1aam s10usia uBla30} usym
1dsoxe ‘squioq yum papeo] wodie s
wod) Apzemdas jjo ¥ooi saueld aduessiau
<0231 oousrd 0[-AQ T U9 ATy uaym
jmp pres dnou8 mau Yy up asoyr ‘seed
-fJar JajSes Jo SIWNo2dE JujuLnjuo)
w5
-10{QTIUE OU “LEA[I JO] SUIDPSL oU 51 3134}
ZENEsaq SI0100p Ayl 0] W0 Ao pue way
DAPUNOA 31T oYM SI3[POT ) E3WIAW0S

l

‘J28q 3] ADQ D} [AwY IV pue T
ug sireisauopuy Yy £q plos sT1j ng ‘jend
-0y AU 03 FUTP31U saA|3 #5047 poy AL
«dn pasn sf )] puv ‘awp ssenBnuod ay
woJlj) §7 e aujojpa A[uo syl ‘arey
0F Jaaou wI0SIA 100 AN I3A0 [[u AN
nuapned puv ‘papmotd pue AUTp AI9A SI
M, "To1a1d1aye; uw yAnoat 103 wp ey
asuy) 2@ ut Bupyeeds ‘pres 398njad
siy1 ['olffeadw) ap ojumuy s ul,, |

pepaar) parroday (nideoyy

-pasn
Aasel yInoygy paddmnbe [jea pie uwdpd
£% paqLIdSep suM Yongm ‘[endsoy Arenpw
Y1 0) URIIATD Y] WG PIAOUT 3IaM SIUIT
-ud j[IQ pausiA s1audiaio) uaym 1yl pue
*Aumu ajjw B Ue 599} ‘Teidsoy Anynu
Y1 U PAA[] SI201]JO UB|SIVOPU] 1V} PLES

reidsoy syn jo piot oysm so8njsg Yl
*Auo(co 3sanfnLiod JFULI0)
110U ‘onbjqmEzop JO USWUIIACD 91
wayj poddns aA1a23L oYM 'aPISINO SIANE,
-juasasdas onwwodip 531 puw Jouw L 1587
U} SIuaWIa]3 BIang 511 ussmiag UONBULP
-1003 3]11}] 2q 0 sIeadde aIa) puw "patal
-uyds A[peq usaq Set] UAWDIACW IEL
*QI8T 'L "33 U f{1d JO UD|SRAU AW0gLre
PUR 38 UBISSUOPUY 211 10]q GLET Jo Ja
-UIng 9y U J0A JIAID JILIQ ¥ 1338 JOWITL
1593 pe[ioIIu0 “Juard Uonielsql] [eUoh
BN Jowj] 9yl 10) tWAVGIIR uW SI auleu

250UM 1USWIBAOW IS[3J8] ® ‘uljpald
,,"warqoad yueoynssis e asod

-y J0 301 V "1} {8315 PUR W0 [{LM SI31P | gy paswad pue L1jA[0% AW Uve|5su0p

-Q

é;nvossg a_um ﬂaaguosvucts
upIad  PIATANP  Aflenusd 1Bl BLE6T
Ajlwa pue gL61 919] [NUN JOU SBM,, 3 18}
o1 sunr uo suoputado ufjaio) uo sANIW
-tHoaqnse ISNOH Syl Pl oga ‘syoasdleH
3 pIEYMY SIS JO ALTIAIDDS JUBIEISSY

SunySBy; panUNILOD JO SIUNDIOE SSAIOWL
J9Ul0 pUB  SIMoI0N Jgaafngas Ayl

vodey 'S A, 19115U0)
oy “*pres 298nyal oy *[vrdsoy
ay) 1¢ pOYI0m 810100p UBIEIUOpPU] ST

‘pap L, 'Jieg sqfew ‘Auews,, puw ‘um
0JUf ST 03 FUIPI0IoY ‘SPUNOM JBUIOTT
pid Jo11nq Wsoa) Ppase) s IS0 ‘SABPRINILL
pug siepuopl uo eawr 0 Suodsuen
Apqupw gEl-D E9MaIaH AQ- palendrA?d
pue 1dodiey Ag apisAumod gyl waoy)
i ot pepdis) Alpauodal asom ‘¥IeMm
® 0T 03 0% 6% y¥y se uwa plus pdngal
EIyl UIJUM ‘SeunsSED UBRiSIUOpu] aul
*UoJI1INU[BUL JO BISPI WIAL]
u&..!«:n Jane| syl Jo Auww SUBIIAID
M aTaY) panmpe A1rBndal arams sanle
“N5YD AIR){|IHl UR|SIUOpU] P)UE — BPESNH
B4 211 5 Mot ‘[e11dsoH oy[wate)) ap Hfu
QiU 341 SY asendnuod 91) Japun wanuy
=~ §11ct 1wy |midsay UAI{IA]2 842 1noQE Uon
sBULIOJUJ puRy-1SIf} Uit BI3NJAI VO

511 £q a39Y) 95aJo11 ] St PI[LIWIS 1L UOT)
-yuLojut 'gT AW uo Jesy) g ut Bupydy
Jo pujy Stuos J0 §I81I8 UB periodas 513}
-19{ 95311 Jo Alrely ‘Auciod Jauwioy 3t uj

oLW})Sa] 9 (A 12[[Ju0d 01 palsadde .

UOTIENI}S 243 U0 $1ap 01 Al A1) eijensny
n puw asay seadngaz 0wl awmn sdaay )
<191 paIFSnws Jo waisks INBICGE|? UV

; ‘gLIeye[ Ul papusnsiid
15| Apealiu puy oym adosd jo Jequinu &
BujAws] 'SESIA IXe pajopnisal L(dreys pry
JUSUNLIADE URISIUCPUT MY A[IUIDAT 381
g 110 A=M JI3U) aqLIq 0 Aauowl yTFnoua
pug pey aseuiy) Jow)l 1S Jayo
00G 01 0O VY3 PIES IH "SPANIT(L [BIAAIS
pub Jaswpy Joj wiieyer pue Hig wolj
samuedop a8ueliy o1 uostad B 000'cS JO
saquq pjed pey 3y pjes wetw Junok aup

pounday saG11E 00008
‘uoqs)7 az A1 0 pamoi(e Jutaq a10]

| -8q eueyer Jo (1ded uBISIUOpUL 3 U
“gsoup[oq

syeow puads 01 pey ‘wap pap=oaud ogm
S1510 Y]] ‘pun Juak 158 Jo pua IR ']
yaj Ksiy] “roun] Ised jo jended g ‘g
noqe uonwuLIojul Suiatd 10§ UDIIIpUDD B
5w paynuapt oq 300 L1 18] payse m8m

ORel ‘B2 A1np /veun] WIoA KN WL

/™~

YIYHLSAY %L.

™
}
{ \ .w”m/.m:% el +
) ieny R i
Ry o SR
L 7 ~ Q_ﬂmj R |
o RS ., 10
ot ' .l.—.mqﬁh.‘ E .ﬁ LLELT ) _
¥ g BINRIY N\ I, e —
Fo = P i Rl d ‘Bunpurg
3 :.M!_h eoe pagr pueNer |
s 153Mm et U Ueipuy|
| ..Hb § 3 NE 0O 4O N 1
= - ; Gura Tl
R . D e 53NE L Iw.. gt {
- ]
J w, ‘" |
5 - (Q: i
: v g
s g ._.p \v.r ‘__._ f
ueang drtiey "y i - IHOAYDHE | Y .._u“. =B
[] s
_ ¢ . ._.,.\_wh.r/l«_maﬁqz\ /., e
oo o SMdeMAA_ o ET) ;
o (3-8 ¥ Bag BUIY3 tINOG AMP

] &
bt

o5 =1
IR .\.....sW _ H
G| |

e .|

2|

-~
YN V
HOWIL <5
© PELER A e
shbénbs

-104 uf $3a8njat 3530w L H0H°T BN mus.c.m
1snf aswy oym osauiy) Jo dnoud v
*S3USOIA pUe unt)
-dnLioo *1e¥uniy Jo pUE| ¥ SB 3qUIsap A
JeyM Jo o 133 01 Buniaas saane|al jO
seouwtja sy} azipredos] 143w Ao aswo
ﬂu__uE_.E_ﬁ 03 Burywads jo prelju aJe ‘353U
- 2lU1s W Jo [ ‘seRdnjar MON
‘[uBniiod 01In0 Aem
na Fnquq ssPdnyal Jo moy 2y Sonp
-2 0] 2[q% U23q aaey 01 Jeaddr sanLIO
<1 uvisauopu] a1 5e Apremonund ‘uie
-qo 01 JMOYJIP SWINIAQ SBY ‘UONRAIRIS
j0 waws syl Sutpnpn ‘louny 15ed
U] UOITEIYIS 3 INDGE UONBLLLIOJN M3N
+f1o1t1a) 10 JoIan
paig8nws s1a119] puw SaIEna pIALLIg
£laau 03 Jurprodae ‘3191 sdoo1] UBISAUNN
-y Suisswsny {{ns aJv sef[iLrand ‘0w,
15ug Jo Auojod asendnuod Y1 parvau
-y pueR paIpEAU] BISBUDpU] JIYE sigak

_Jrey @ pue Jnog — €2 AM{ ‘NOESIT

wewmy] K0A asn X 01 Teiedg
WYHNYVIN "W STWVT A9

sueissuopuy a3 3unysig :u_m 5I%7 JOWI T, IS Ul S]] ARG $92.31J9Y

0861 ‘5t A'1nf ‘AVvASHNL STWIL MNH0A MIN FHL

144



Kenne‘tl

slams Jakaria

? Ct[ oL Al NO Ve
he d‘éﬁtﬁ:\zde B kon: WAS!IINGTON TUESDAY

SENATOR Edward Kennedy today
accused Indonesla of covering up
the tragic conditlons in East Timar.

He compared the “tragedy in
Timor" with the starvation in Kam-
puchea and said the situation “had
drawn scrious charges of human
rights violations"” for many vears.

In the journal, Ceongressional
Record, Senator Kennedy said “the
spectre of mass famine” could no
longer be kept secret. Al

“Over 250,000 people in Eu:l._'l‘lmor
- half the total population = now
face critical starvation conditions,
ﬂul\:l to the ravages of a civil war," he
sald.

Senator Kennedy commended the
relief work being undertaken in the
former Portuguese colony.

Tt If the specire of Blalea and
Kampuchea is noi {o bo entirely’
repeated in East Tlmor, we must
move hot only to provide [ood and
medicines,” he said.

“We must act as well Lo give strnng
diplomatic support Lo effovis to
bring peace as well as reliet to the
people of Timor."

Senator Kennedy submitied {wo
drticles to the ' journal. Both
included criticism of;-Indonesia’s’
policies” towards East Timor _and
drew the paraillel bétween . ‘the
island, 560km north of ‘Austfall
and Kampuchea.

Scnator  Kennedy's  attention
comes at a time of growing aware-
ness in Congress and in the U8,
media of the East Timor sltuation.




IVERSEAS

Relief Is

‘rom David Watts ..
3li, East Timor, Dec 13

An old woman lies on hee!

ide, huddied in the [oetal
ositidn, . pn a  bamboo bed.
iven fram the: back her rib-
‘age visible,’ Oniy her eyes
noves - The skin on her face and
natchstick arms and legs is
ike. taut, dark brown parch-
nept, -

Around her_ in the tiny
emporary hospital in the east
if the island of Timor are a
lozen other shadows of human
seings. Most of them will die.
in palm-frond huts around this
:ollection  centre  for
‘ mountain people” of East
I'imor, organized by the Inter-
national Committee of the Red

Cross and the lndonesion Red”

Cross, othiers are lying oo sick
to be moved.

The tamp, on & picce of flot-
fand close to” 8 river which
fills occasionally now as the
wet season starts, Is symbeolic
of the suffering brought ' an
East Timor through war and
famine durini the last few
vears. No one knows how many
of the * mountain people”
have died of starvation and
discase this year but since the
Red Cross did a survey of their
plight in April it is believed
that the rumber of deaths runs
into the thousands.

Nobody knows precisely  how
many East Timorese are still in
the mountains but theee can be
few remaining alive. Of those
that have come down 1o the
lowland areas, 134,000 are belng
treated by Catholic relief ser-
vices in 120 centres and the Red
Cross has plans to help another

1]

Since the Red Cross operation
hegan in October, 36,000 people
have been contacted and are
being treated in eight relicf cen-
tres for severe malputrition and
countless diseases.

Most of these poople have
heen saved from the brink of
starvation by the relief services
in what must be one of the most
remarkably © successful  rescue
operations of recent years,

Others will die, hut at least
help is coming 19 the innoceny
victims bfthe vicious statvation
palicy practised by the Indo-
nesian armed forces apainst
Mnnltist - militant and civilian

__LONLON TIrES

elief is reaching Kast 11mo
thousénds have already died |
from Tiidonesian starvation policy .

toalike in

-4 known
*fought out of sight of the world

the «

De C

East Timor's
war, which has

since 1975. 7

I was the first representativg’
of a British newspaper 1o visit
East Timor since news of wide-
spread starvation and malnutri.
tion reached the outside world.
With a party of European and
Scandinavian  coryespondents,
four centres established for the
East Timorese were visited in
a tour supervised, by the Indon-
esiun ' military. Diplomais have
50 far not been allowed to travel
farther than tha:capital, Diii.

With the Porpguése revolu-
tloii the Portuguese Governor,
posted hdre as aypunishment,
threw in his hand and fléd-to
un ' ofi-shore ' island.” Clvil wor
brok# ‘puy invelving . Fretiling a

L -grouping with a -
tary ‘orm composed:: Iargciy. of
soldiers formerly in' the Partu-
gucse colonial ormy.

One week after Fretilin de-
clared an independent state and
the rvival Apodeti group an-
neunced integration with In-
donesia, the Indonesian Army
invaded in force. .

Fratilin’s 2,500 fighters, equi
ped with moedern German sub-
machine guns apd mortars, took
to the wountains taking wit
them an estimated 100,000 low-
land Timorese who were either
1clatives or people * co-opted ”
inte the movement to provide
support by pgrowing food

The Indonesian armed forces
sealed off East Timor from the
rest of the world with air and
naval patrols to prevent outside
assistance reaching the Fretilin
fighters.

The civilian pepulation  was
constantly forced to flee from
pluce to plice, It was lmpas-
sible for the lowlanders to re-
turn to the few fertile arcas
around river valleys and cven
the highlanders were unable to
practise thelr own, crude slash
and burn agriculiure.

The people were reduced to
stealing what they could, and
when they could not get sup-
plies they lived on Jeaves, mice
and dend dogs, according to an
official of thz Indonesinn Red
Cross. They ate the dugs afier
they had died because their
animist beliefs prevented them
from killing them. -

But the real cvisis for the
mountain - pgople came in 1977

177

East Timor but

lirtle- (78 when the Indonesian military,
. tiring of the inconclusive camy

paign, lounched. a big sweep
through ‘the east of the island
to eradicata the last of. the
Pretilin forces. Using paratroop
drops and  North American
Rockwell Bronco counter-insure
gency aipcraft  they  {ought
thvough the island, denying the
Fretilin forces sanctuaries and
food supplies.

General Dading Kalbuadi,
who commanded Indonesian
opecations in Eust Timor, told
ne that he hid employed a
variety of techniques culled
from the Indonesian fight for
independence against the Dutch,
amd his own expericnce as part
of the United Nations force de-
ployed in Vietnam to monitor
the ceasefire,
. Here and ‘there throughout
tite castern half of the island
there is evidence of what appear
to' bave been napalm attacks by
the Bropcop airersft. Made des.
perate by the situation in the
mountains the people began to
flock down to the lowlands in
search of food and shelter.

The food and medical aid for
the East Timorese, which bhas
come from Australia, Japan,
Scandinavia and cther Euro-
pean countries as well as $6.2m
worth (£2.8m) from the United
States, is taken by lorry or
flown in  two  French-built
Aloueties, an  American-built
Jetranger helicopter and a Bri-
tish-built  Islunder  fixed-wing
aircraft. Total relief work now
under way stands at $i5.2m.

Though the relief pro-
grammes are working well now
and probably a relatively small
perceatage of those at present
receiving assistance will die, the
Indonesian  Government musi
bear a heavy responsibility for
not having called in outside
help much sooner.

The Government says that
some relief centres. have been
in existence fer a vear. In that
vear thousands of lives have
heen needlessly destroyed and
far front bringing assistance the
Jakarta Government blocked the
return of the Internationsl Com.
mittee of the Red Cross. It is a
serious accusation to add to that
of the annexation of East Timor

by armed force, for which
Indonesia  still  siands con-
demned.
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T The World wnsw;.m..moa_ said it could not

oy wnnnun.no=5¢=:o.._w with' political ‘strings

£ attached.” 7

o4 Ascommittee Bo_.:_ua_.m biasted Vietnam
for its mnﬁwmmou of Kampuchea (Cambodia),

The United States puts up about a fifth of +
the World Bank's nmﬂ:&|ﬂ§o=m~r onl
10 percent of this amount is actually bn_mw.‘
in. It supplies nearly one third of the contri- .
butions to the bank's easy _onn affiliate,

(Please turn to page 3. col 3)
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o m.... transport vehicles such as helicopters were:
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8 ~ donations to help starving’people=in the
W%, former Portuguese colony of East Timor.
T 7_ Foreign Minister Mochtar Kusmaatmaja
told reporters that most of the food needed
could be procured in sufficient quantities
from local stocks, faster and cheaper than
supply shipments from abroad.

The Indonesia Red Cross (PMI), in a
joint effort with the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and the
American-based Catholic Relief Service
(CRS) are at present engaged in an emer-
gency cperation for half of East Timor's
estimated population of 600,000.

According to relief workers in East
Timor, thousands of people may die if
sufficient quantities of food and medical
supplies are not distributed before Decem-
ber, when the BmE‘ season seis in and
makes the villages in the .En:o_. of __5
province inaccessible,

Inside...
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Australian assails role of
Indonesia in East Timor
Malaysia upset by.- -
MNCs marketing practices .~ p.6
Soviet naval force makes

official visit to Vietnam.”~  .p.8
Thailand prepares camp
tour for Rosalynn Carter
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~-~East-Himor urgently needs transport
_ | <m_._ a%“,_mmf to mvmmn_ up. relief efforts

Trucks to transport food by land as _czm
“as the jungle and mountain tracks are
_open, helicopters to fly supplies and medi-
- cal teams into isolated areas, and landing

more urgently.needed than’ foreign food : craft to establish _.con_ go-downs on beaches

n._gm ‘the coast are necessary to win the

_race against time. But they are not avail-

able in adequate numbers.

Mr. Mochtar said Indonesia had never
requested international aid for East Timor,
which was incorporated into Indonesia in
July 1976,

The reason was that Indonesia regarded
the situation in East Timor as its internal
problem, Mr. Mochtar said, adding that
foreign aid would nevertheless be welcome
if it were offered.

The CRS is looking after at least 240,000
people in more easily accessible areas by

- supplying them by road and sea, with:

much of the necessary transportation pro-
vided by the provincial government or the
armed forces.

" When a reporter remarked that the pic-
tures of children taken last week in East
. Timor looked just'as bad as those in Kam-
w:nrnw or Biafra, after the African coun-
try’s unsuccessful secessionist war against
Nigeria, Mr. Mochtar added: *'Or worse,*"

Indonesia. has been sharply. criticized
abroad for its _.E_.FQ intervention in East
Timor's civil war &.._S?mo.:nu opponents of
Jakarta's East ._..n.oﬂﬁ..__nw.. in Australia in
particular, have accused the Indonesian
government of a deliberate attempt at gen-
ocide in the former Portuguese colony.;

Asked if he was concerned that the fam-
ine reports from East Timor might be used-
as ammunition by critics abroad, Mr.
Mochtar said:. .

*“Well, it certainly will be used. But I
think we will have E live with it...it is a
small price to pay:®!
4 % ; “..7i —Reuters
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“e7 2%  United Nations .

Pledgés totalling more than US5210 mil:
lion were made for emergency U.N. and
Red Cross relief programs for the mz:d_am
Kampucheans on Nov. 5.

Announcing the sum at the end of a day-
leng conference attended by 51 countries,
Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim said he
had. received assurances that led him to
expect ‘‘the necessary cooperation’’ would
be forthcoming.

- He appeared to be alluding to Vietnam
and the Heng Samrin government in Phnom
Penh.. Earlier, Secretary of State Cyrus
Vance, who led the U.S. delegation, con-
ferted on relief plans with Ha Van Lau, the
Vietnamese chief delegate.

**The logistical problems we are mun:_m

are extensive, and they are compounded by 7

underlying political approaches and per-
ceptions,”’ Mr. Waldheim said. -

*'In the endeavor to surmount the ob-:
stacles, the need for practical negotiated
arrangements is as _Evo:maﬂ as the Bov:.
ization of resources.”

Officials of UNICEF, the U.N. Q:E..na u
Fund, and of the International Committee
of the Red Cross, jointly supervizing the

reltel project, are trying to persuade the -

Vietnamese and Heng Samrin authoritigs®
to agree to the opening of Highways Sand &
from Thailand so that large n:nnzmnm of
food and medicine may be trucked ing/ - F

= ...r.+.l T

EFE ]
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n_mam_zm conference:
More n_..ms US$210 million raised for Io_.:n:n_._mm:m

Oleg Troy anoysky, the Soviet no_nmnﬁ..
was one of 3 numbier of comriunist repre-
sentatives who Participated in the meeting,
but none of them offered help through
internatiohal agepcles, Mr. Troyanovsky
estimated the valyy of bilateral Soviet aid
for Kampuchea g} {15385 million.

None of the majpt oil-exporting nations y
i:ﬁnnmmnuﬁ_iﬁ Bu_:u:nns._n._ -:m:m?/

oil prices, pledged aid.
_ Among major pledges were USS69 mil- .
lion by the United $1ates and US$55.5 B__.m

lion by the nine-fation European mno._oa_o
Community.

Most delegates hreded Mr. Waldheim's
request that they ygchew politics and focus
only on the humipitarian aspects of the
Kampuchean tragydy, Exceptions included
Canadian Externsf Affairs Minister Flora

MacDanald and Clen Chu, the chief dele-
gate of China.

Ms. MacDonuld n.m__& on the <_o==.:=.
ese and the rival fietions in Kampuchea to
quit playing politics with the lives of mil-
lions of people ang immediately allow the. 2
full and free implementation of relief Oper-.
ations to stem ta_mms_de.o_a:m noom “of”
death.*’

Mr.: Troyanovsky »an En <.n8m=_nmn
delegate’both objegted ta her remarks, and
Mr. Ha Van Lau jgterrupted the Chinese
representative when he called for the im-
mediate withdrawafl of _.o_.n_wa ..mwm_,nm.. :
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Indonesia

- Road construction on East Timor

Dept. of information

Report condemns Indonesian gov't
for maladministration in East Timor

o Melbourne
A report prepared for the Australian
Parliament says more than half the popu-

“ lation of East Timor may have died since

o

o

* Indonesia annexed the territory four yeats
ago,

The report was compiled by the Forcign
Affairs Research Group of the parliamen-
tary library. Iis author was Mr. James
Dunn, a former Australian consul to East
Timor. g y

Pt ¥ S 114 1= P

. Quoting Indonesian church sources, the
_report said the population of East Timor

+ - had fallen from 688,700 in 1974 to 329,200

at the end of last year. Food supplies are
said to be in such short supply that another
20,000 to 40,000 people could perish. The
report blames an Indonesian army offen-
sive launched in 1977 against remnants of

" the supporters of the Fretilin Movement

for the present situation. The search-and-
destroy mission forced thousands of people
to flee from their mountain villages before
they had managed to grow enough food for
their own nceds. When people fled culti-
vation stopped, and the famine and death
started. ¥

" Indonesia tried to overcome the starva-
tion by setting up strategic hamlets to

~ accommodate the displaced persons, but

the report alleges, through the sheer in-
competence and neglect by Indonesian offi-

cials, not enough food and medicine was

provided and the ordinary population suf-
fered again with the camps becoming cen-

1)

ters of disease and death. The report says
that the corruption and maladministration
by Indonesian authorities have prevented
most international relief from getting to
areas where it is needed. Of an aid bill of
Australian $6.9 million, $3.38 million was
for the hire of helicopters to distribute the
aid. ;
Mr. Dunn said today that Indonesia was
not making things easy for the Red Cross

relief teams. He claimed that there were,.. .

more than 100 helicopters in the Indonesian
armed forces, some of which could and
should be used to distribute the aid.

Mr. Dunn said there were similarities in
the situations in Kampuchea and East
Timor. He said it was dangerous for the
Australian Foreign Affairs Department and
thie Australian news media to prelend that
the East Timor annexation was a thing of
the past. He said unless Australia did
something about it, nothing would be done
to help the Timorese, either politically or
practically. The parliamentary report warns
that the integration of East Timor by Indo-
nesia is assuming the proportions of geno-
cide.

Mr. Dunn commented that if the annex-
ation had happened anywhere else in the
world where there was a high level of
Western influence or where there was a
Waestern versus Communist interest, the
present situation in East Timor would be
attracting as much attention as Indochina
is today.

—Melbourne Overseas Service(FBIS)

. Aussies want fact-finding tour of Timor

Jakarta

The speaker of the Australian Parlia-

. ment, Sir Billy Snedden, has said that an
Australian parliamentary fact-finding mis-
sion to East Timor would help clear up
some misunderstandings between his
country and Indonesia, the Antara News
Agency reported on Nov. 5.

In an interview published by the agency
Sir Billy said he was expecting an Indo-
nesian invitation to the Australian Parlia-
ment for the visit. "

Sir Billy left Jakaria on Nov. 4 after a
one-week visit during which he met Indo-
nesian President Suharto, Vice President
Adam Malik and a number of other high

. government officials.

**The Australian people wanted to have

rond eelatione with Ind wmeein 't Si Rillw

was quoted as saying. The parliamentary
speaker said East Timor’s incorporation
into Indonesia in 1976 was '‘a fact."

An Indonesian pariiamentary mission,
led by Deputy House Speaker Mohammad
Isnaeni, is expected to visit Australia
beginning Nov. 16, —Reuters

Timor under debate at U.N.

United Nations

The General Assembly should recom-

mend that theEast Timorese, now under

Indonesian rule, be free to determine theit

own future, the decofonization committee
decided on Nov. 2.

The vote in the 152-member committee

was 55 in favor, 26 against and 42 absten-
—rrniers

Catholic weekly quest
role of Catholic relief

Catholic Relif Services (CRS), the U.S.* <How

Catholic Church'’s overseas welfare agency ‘- TaRSP
directing aid in East Timor alongside the ‘= BUar
International Committee of the Red Cross - Porter
(ICRC), is facing problems trying to resolve CRS d
incongruencies between the aid program  protec
and the agency’s philosophy, reports the aid pa
Natlonal Catholic Reporter, an American pation
Catholic newsweekly. make
: oceup:
The official philosophy of CRS is to pro- _ The
vide humanitarian aid, without political Sonag,
consideration. Bishop Edwin Broderick, & Was ar
CRS executive director, discussing East S3Y th:
Timor with the NCR reporter said:*‘We. Ssensiti
hope that we are apolitical and if some- would
thing falls through the net occasionally, it One
does, We're not infallible in our judgement . CRS-»
but...our concept is not to engage in politi- millior
cal motivations. We instruct our trainees, C3me
we instruct our people not to get involved ., the Ea
in revolutions, the overthrow of the govern- . carele
ment, the politics of the place because we “!tgh of
withou

feel our effectiveness is curtailed by be-
coming political.”’ :

Indonesia to buy ricé fro

Jakartn | Ata
_ Indonesia has accepted an offer to buy Prawir
up to 100,000 tons of rice from North Korea of P‘!OI'

in 1980, the Trade Ministry said Nov. 4, n:]sm'
able.

« The offer was made yesterday by visiting -, F
North Korean Deputy Minister of Foreign ro:
Trade Choi Goan Su at a meeting with the: :omhe
deputy chief of the Indonesian State Logis- cz}rel:l
tics Board (BULOG), Sukriya Atmaja,

The price of thg--.NoﬂhnKoreaggrién:—.
well as shipnient :schiedules: are';’yefitd"r_
negotiated. R o e i

becau

frg
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Strong earthquake |
strikes West Java':™ | -

Jakaria = —=——
Relief.and rescue teams on Nov, 5 hand- .
ed out food and medical supplies to tens of
thousands of peaople made homeless by a ~
strong earthquake which struck West Java .
on Nov, 2. ' 1
According to latest reports from outlying . i The
arcas at least 30 people had been killed and - paper

more than 200 injured when the earth- 2 IO
quake, with an intensity of 6.4 on. the Ao,
Richter scale, jolted several districts. Secon
Mr. Ajat Sudrajat, director of the volcan- ' fornic
ological department in Bandung, said at g%'lll‘;‘l
least four volcanoes in West Java, Galung- Th
gung, Guntur, Papandayan and Tangkuban ~ servk
Perahu were being actively watched. He _ Asia
said experts were taking crater temper- .sa";""‘
atures and had placed seismographs to grco
record possible tremors. —Reuters | overs
. add {
Pilgrims return frustrated *'5,
v vidui
Jakarta Ad
Three Indonesian pilgrims said on Nov. 6 Co-»
that after hitchhiking for four and a half P¥
months to Mecca, they had to return home _ . gy,
frustrated because Saudi Arabian authori- . Assh
ties denied them entry into the Holy Land. | E::!t
The three Indonesians, Mr. and Mrs. "
Jufri and Mr. Nasoha, staried their long Fc
trek from Malang in East Java last May. man
They walked through Singapore, Malay- - H‘:,:
sia, India, and Pakistan and reached Dam-  g52
man in Saudi Arabia early last month. But = © A
the mayor of Damman refused them entry . JAnn
saying that foreigners could be accepted Ia:u
only through Jeddah and Jambo. “ragu
The trio rggurned to Jakarta by air, Jn:;

“]t is all Allah's will,”" said Mr. Jufri.
—Renters
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on in East Timor

ters of disease and death. The report says
that the corruption and maladministration
by Indonesian authorities have prevented
most international relief from getting to
areas where it is needed. Of an aid bill of
Australian 6.9 million, $3.38 million was
for the hire of helicopters to distribute the
aid. - :

Mr. Dunn said today that Indonesia was
not making things easy for the Red Cross
relief teams. He, claimed that there were.
more:than 100 helicopters in the Indonesian
armed - forces, ‘some of ‘which could and
should-be used to distribute the aid.

Mr. Dunn said there were similarities in
the situations in Kampuchea and East
Timor. He said it was dangerous for the
Australian Foreign Affairs Department and
the Australian news media to pretend that
the East Timor annexation was a thing of
the pasi. He said unless Australia did
something about it, nothing would be done
to help the Timorese, either politically or
practically. The parliamentary report warns
that the integration of East Timor by Indo-
nesia is assuming the proportions of geno-
cide.

* Mr. Dunn commented that if the annex-
ation had happened anywhere else in the
world where there was a high level of
Western influence or where there was a
Western versus Commiunist interest, the
present situation in East Timor would be
attracting as much attention as Indochina
is today.

_ —Melbourne Overseas Service{FBIS)

role of Catholic relief in East Timor

Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the U.S.
Catholic Church’s overseas welfare agency
directing aid in East Timor alongside the
International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC), is facing problems trying to resolve
incongruencies between the aid program
and the agency’s philosophy, reports the
National Cathollc Reporter, an American
Catholic newsweekly.

The official philosophy of CRS is to pro-
vide humanitacian aid, without political
consideration. Bishop Edwin HBroderick,
CRS executive director, discussing East
Timor with the NCR reporter said;"*We
hope that we are apolitical and if some-
thing falls through the net occasionally, it
does. We're not infallible in our judgement
but...our concept is not to engage in politi-
cal motivations. We instruct our trainees,
we instruct our pcople not to get involved
in revolutions, the overthrow of the govern-
ment, the politics of the place because we
feel our effectiveness is curtailed by be-
coming political.”’

However, the aid in East Timor will be
transported by CRS trucks moving in
*‘guarded military convoys’’, said a Re-
porier source who heard.the Indonesian
CRS director describe the program. “The
protection,’"the source said, *‘makes the
aid part of the apparatus of military occu-
pation. The supplies in military convoys
make it look like CRS is an instrument of
occupation and pacification."’

The CRS director in Indonesia, Armando
Sonaggere, denied that special protection
was arranged for CRS. But he went on to
say that there were some areas that were
sensitive and some kind of protection
would go along with it (the food aid).

One Washington official familiar with
CRS-which had a 1978 budget of US$257
million, about US$179 million of which
came from the U.S. government-criticized
the East Timor plan saying the plan was *'a
careless way of making a decision, dispos-
ing of a lot of contributing money, but
without any policy frame of reference.’

{Please turn to page 11, col. 4)

Indonesia to buy rice from North Korea

Jakarta

Indonesia has accepted an offer to buy

up to 100,000 tons of rice from North Korea
in 1980, the Trade Ministry said Nov. 4.

- The offer was made yesterday by visiting
North Korean Deputy Minister of Foreign
Trade Choi Goan Su at a meeting with the
deputy chief of the Indonesian State Logis-
tics Board (BULOG), Sukriya Atmaja,

Theprice of the North Korean rice as
well as shipment schedules are yet to be
negotiated.

At a meeting with Trade Minister Radius
Prawiro, Mr. Choi discussed the possibility
of North Korean tin purchases from Indo-
n;lsia. No details were immediately avail-
able, "

‘From 1975 to 1978, Indonesia imported
some 420,000 tons of rice from North Kor-
ea, but no purchases were made during the
cutrent fiscal year ending March 31, 1980,
because BULOG contracted ample supplies

from Thailand, Burma, Pakistan, Australia, :

Italy and the United States, :
—Reuters

Strong earthquake

strikes West Java

. Jakarta

Relief.and rescue teams on Nov. 5 hand-
ed out food and medical supplies to tens of
thousands of people made homeless by a
strong earthquake which struck West Java
on Nov, 2, '

According 1o latest reports from outlying
areas at least 30 people had been killed and
more than 200 injured when the earth-
quake, with an intcnsity of 6.4 on the
Richter scale, jolted several districts.

Mr. Ajat Sudrajat, director of the volcan-
ological department in Bandung, said at
least four volcanoes in West Java, Galung-
gung, Guntur, Papandayan and Tangkuban
Perahu were being actively watched, He
said experts were taking crater temper-
ptures and had placed scismnoranhs mn
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relief _efforts continue

short Asian tour
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from starvation and the fighting between
‘Vietnamese-led forces of the Phnom Penh
administration and guerrillas loyal to
ousted Premier Pol Pot.

Mers recontly, shelifire across the fron
tier7into Thai‘territoryfhas killéd nine
people and wounded 19. Military author-
ities also report cases of *‘foreign forces’’
straying across the ill-defined boundary,
perhaps by accident.

But one incident Oct. 24, first reported
as a border intrusion, in which a Thai
marine was killed and seven wounded,

_ later turned out to have occurred when one

of the troops in a border patrol stepped on
a land mine, apparently left there many
months ago.

Military sources on Oct. 25 reported the
border area quiet, They said the main
activity had been moving several hundred
of the refugees to new holding areas fur-
ther inside Thailand.

Meanwhile, Western officials here were

(Please turn to page 6, col. I}

Ingo Hertel
Dili, East Timor

Emergency supplies for thousands of
people facing starvation here on East Timor
arrived Oct. 21 on an Indonesian navy
transport ship. i

The ship arrived from Jakarta 1,500
miles west of here with 700 tons of food and
medical supplies donated by other coun-
tries through the International Red Cross.

Also on board were several trucks and
landrovers for carrying the emergency sup-
plies, which will be distributed by the
indonesian Red Cross across the mountain
ranges of this island.

The Red Cross aid is aimed at supplying
60,000 villagers for the next six months.
Another organization, the Catholic Relief
Service (CRS), which with the Red Cross
started a large-scale emergency operation
here last month, is already looking after at
least 240,000 people.

“Qur program is based on a target figure
of 240,000 but we reckon we have already
reached about 300,000 people,'’ CRS field
representative Damasus Kaut told Reuters.

East Timor, formerly a Portuguese col-
ony, was incorporated into the Republic of
Indonesta as its 27th province in Fuly,
1976, following eight: months of civil war
between the Fretilin Independence Move-
ment and pro-merger forces supported by
Indonesian regular troops and volunteers.

Relief workers say part of the present
problem is that people are still coming
down out of the mountains where they fled
to escape the horrors of the civil war or had
been forced to go to grow food for the
Fretilin forces.

As well as the remaining civil war dam-
age, there are tens of thousands of villagers
who returned from the mountains last year
and have missed the planting season.

Mr. Kaut told Reuters that a CRS dir-
ector from New York assessed the situation
of East Timor earlier this year.

*“*He has a lot of experience with this sort
of operation and his conclusion was that

Red Cross aid for East ’lfimo"rese,
arrives.in Dili amidst confusion

East Timor was the worst he has ever
seen,’’ he said.

The Indonesian Red Cross? which has so
far spent 200 million rupiah (over USS
300,000) to transport the international
relief aid, has also chartered three heli-
copters to distribute the supplies.

Unloading of the ship began Oct. 21 and
Red Cross workers said they expected dis-
tribution to the villages to start on Oct. 22.

The Indonesian Armed Forces and the

(Please turn to page 5, col. 1)

[ ]
End to airfare
L » -
dispute in sight
Canberra

Talks between Australian and Asian offi-
cials to end their long-running dispute over
cheap airfares to Europe have moved =
toward a settlement, aviation sources said
on Oct. 23.

Nepgotiations went into their second day
in an attempt to conclude an agreement on

the terms under which airlines of the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nativns [AS-

EAN) could join-.in thessclieme mﬁuw‘,

price flights between Sydney and Europe.

Most of the hurdles have been overcome, ',
said the sources, but some minor points
have to be cleared up before a settlement
can be announced.

The row blew up last year when Austral-
ia introduced cheap flights to Europe,
cutting a third off the scheduled rate., But
the schéme excluded Asian airlines and
barred cut-price passengers from making
stopovers in Asian cities during their jour-
neys.

ASEAN said the scheme would harm
their tourist trade and Australia, alarmed
at the ensuing deterioration in relations,
offered ASEAN a deal giving them 350
passengers a week and allowing passen-

(Please turn to page 2, col. I)

Graham Lovell

k Banghkok
- Three U.S. senators said on Oct. 24 that
Phnom Penh authorities had agreed to
- consider their proposal for road convoys (o
take food and medical relief supplies to
thousands of sick and starving people in
Kampuchea. »

They told a press conference here after a
one-day visit to the Kampuchean capital
that authorities in Phnom Penh said their
suggestion would be taken up by the-tuling
Central Committee,

*And now the world is watching and
waiting for their answer,’* said Republican
John Danforth of Missouri.

**There is absolutely no reason why hun-
dreds of thousands of people should be
condemned to die. All that the people in
Phnom Penh have to do is to say yes,’’ he
declared.

Senator Danforth and his companions,
Thrim te Tungpe T r (o F Tramnm g |

d.S. senators present road convoy plan to Phnom Penh
Asst. Secretary of State meets with Vietnamese official in Bangkok

Max Baucus of Montana, said they met
Foreign Minister Hun Sen as well as offi-
cials of the International Red Cross and the
United nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)}.

They said they were told that about
2,250,000 people faced severe hunger
problems and it was estimated that Kam-
puchea would need about 165,000 metric
tons of rice during the next six months.

Senator Danforth said the Kampucheans
assured them there would be no security
problems for the road conveys from Thai-
land if they were authorized.

Part of the proposed route would be
through areas belicved still to be held by
guerrillas loyal to ousted Prime Minister
Pol Pot, who was-overthrown last January
by Vietnamese-led forces.

They said they had ndt approached Pol
Pot's Khmer Rouge but they also said that
many Khmer Rouge were receiving food
through the Red Cross and UNICEF at the

Tlin} hurpele v

Many of the Khmer Rouge still fighting
are encamped along the border with south-
east Thailand. Others are among the thou-
sands of refugees who have fled into Thai-
land.

The Senators said they would be re-
turning to the United States and reporting
to President Carter on Oct. 26.

Of their reception in Phnom Penh, they
said they had been welcomed cordially and
warmly.

] think they were genuinely appreci-
ative, and accepted at face value that ours
was a purely humanitarian mission,” Sen-
ator Sasser said.

The three senators told a Bangkok press
conference-the day before entering Kam-
puchea that ;Iheir proposal to drive loads of
relief from 'Thailand into war-ravaged
Kampuchea had been given the blessing of
Thai Prime Minister Kriangsak Chomanan
and that Viefnany's foreign policy chief

i ll.-’rn-rs-rr tnrn to page 9, col, 1)
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Red Cross aid for East Timorese
arrives in Dili amidst confusion

{continued from page 1)
lacal provincial government are also assist-
ing in the telief work.

Red Cross and other relief workers said
the situation was confused and it was im-
possible to judge exactly how many people
were destitute and in need of immediate
help.

But they agreed that large numbers have
died already and many more will die of
malnutrition and discase if help does not
reach them quickly. ]

“"From my personal experience, 1 know
that in the village of Laga, east of Dili, near
Baucau, about four people died each day
before the relief program started,’’ one
relief worker said.

*Now the figure in that relatively small
area is down to one or two a day."

“QOne of the biggest handicaps ‘apart
from transportation problems is that star-
ving villagers are milling about ‘and it is
impossible to say how many will be in this
village or another two days from niow.

“‘For instance, the official population
figure the authorities gave us for Laga was
2,000 but when our relief convoy reached
the place, it was greeted by a crowd more |
likely numbering 18,000,” he said.

Officials, relief workers and clergymen
who have been long in East Timor said the
present situation was not the result of
military activities.

- Scattered and uncoordinated remnants
of the Fretilin Independence Movement
are still holding out in small areas of the
eastern part of the province.

—Reuters

Murtopo denies responsibility in 1975
death of five reporters on East Timor

Jakarta
Indonestia on Oct. 20 denied any respon-
sibility for the deaths of five Australian
journalists in East Timor in 1975.
Information Minister General Ali Mur-
topo said in a statement: “*The Indonesian
government shared with the Australian
Journalists Association (AJA) regrets over
the sad deaths of the newsmen which
occurred in a situation beyond anyone’s
control.”

t ne~ The statement was: jointly: released- by

publication by the information minister and
visiting Australian journalists after a meet-
ing here earlier in October.

“‘General Ali Murtopo teferred to the
sad accident which resulted in the deaths
of the five journalists at Balibo and said
that Indonesia had no involvement in these
deaths,”" it stated.

General Murtopo said he would provide
the AJA “information available to him on
the deaths of the five newsmen and would

welcome receiving information the AJA
has collected.””

He also said he would inquire into the
fate of another journalist, Roger East,
whose death was unknown to him, the
statement said.

The information minister said he would
help facilitate access to East Timor for
Australian journalists ‘'to allow them to
observe and report on the current situ-
ation.”’

East Timor. is-now open to the outside,
world and “would arrange for the AJA
delcgation to visit the territory,”” he said.

According to reports at the time the five
Australian journalists were killed in a
crossfire between Fretilin forces in favor of
an independent East Timor and pro-Indo-
nesian forces.

Mr. East has been missing since Indo-
nesian troops entered the East Timor cap-
ital of Dili early in December, 1975,
. —Reuters

Go under special family reunion program

Timorese rejoin relati

Dili, East Timor

More than 340 East Timorese have left
for Australia since the beginning of this
year to rejoin their relatives who fled the
civil war in this former Portuguese colony
four years ago, official sources here said on
Oct. 24.

The first batch of 290 migrants under,an
Indonesian-Australian family reunion pro-
gram left here last January. Anocther group
of 60 East Timorese also were allowed to
leave for Australia under normal immigra-
tion procedure, the sources said.

The total number of people eligible to
leave for Australia under the reunion pro-
gram, most of them East Timorese of

ves in Australia

Chinese descent, is believed to be about
600, according to the sources.

As processing is still continuing, it is not
known how many of these 600 will event-
ually leave for Australia.

Under the Indonesian-Australian family
reunion scheme, East Timorese refugees in
Australia also could return here. Informed

- sources said that so far only a few have

made use of this aption. "
Agreement on East Timorese family
reunions was reached in October 1976
following ‘talks between President Suharto
and Australian Prime Minister Malcolm
Fraser.
—Reuters

Pertamina will sell surplus at right price

Jakarta
indonesia will not sell an additional

30,000 barrels of oil to Japan this month at

a price of less than USS$35 a barrel, Piet

Haryono, president-director of the state oil-

company Pertamina said on Oct. 23.

In an interview with Reuters, he said
negotiations on the price for the additional
crude sought by Japan were continuing,
and refused to directly confirm Pertamina

was asking US335 a barrel.

But in response to a question, he said
that unless the Japanese importers were
prepared to pay that price for the oil, “‘then
they won't get it."’

Indonesia’s current benchmark price for
light Sumatran crude is US521.12 a barrel.

Mr. Hatyono said a surge in praduction
resulting from this year's high crude prices

(Please turn to page 11, col. 3)
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Jakarta

The Indonesian government has set aside
a special fund in preparation for the nor-
malization of relations with China, sus-
pended since 1967, an influential member
of Parliament said on Oct. 24.

The allocation was contained in the 1979-
80 budget approved by Parliament last
February, Chairman of the House Foreign
Relations and Defense Commission Chalid
Mawardi told Reuters. 5

This is the first time that such a fund has
been set aside since Indonesia suspended
its relations with China 12 years ago after

for bilateral relat

a
1

President Suharto

Kuala Lumpur

President Suharto of Indonesia has de-

cided to visit Vietnam, according to author-
itative sources here on Oct. 22.

The sources said the Indonesian Cabinet

met recently in Jakarta to discuss the pro-

posed visit and decided it should take place

Jusuf orders end to n

‘involvement in busine

5 Jakarta
All active Indonesian military officers
have been ordered to end any direct busi-
ness activities by Minister of Defense and
Security and Commander of the Armed
Forces General Jusuf. This was in the
October 6 and 13 issues of Tempo, which
also carried some background information
and reactions from various sources with
questions which remain unanswered,
General Jusuf was reported to have said

*thatTany; officerfiwho does| notgobeygth

decision will bedischarged or’ givenran
early retirement. The chiefs of staff of the
different branches of the armed forces and
the national police have been instructed to
submit lists of their personnel who are
posted in non-military related jobs. The
chief of staff of the army, General Widodo,
estimated that 200-300 men in that branch
would be affected.

The Tempo articles noted that the in-
volvement of military personnel in the bus-
iness world is widespread and has been
considered a fact of life, but criticisms and
complaints have been many. It is felt that
officers doing business compete unfairly
and are able to short-cut procedures.

In 1974, a prohibition similar to this last
one was issued by President Suharto. How-
ever, several types of exceptions werc
ailowed and the directive has been as fre-
quently ignored as a companion presiden-
tial decision which called upon officers
jead lives which demonstrate a moderate
standard of living. The new order goc:
further in some respects since those work
ing in state companies now also com
under the regulations, However, it is clea
that at least some companies with militar
connections will remain unaffected, espe
cially those with military directors who ar.
no longer active officers. Moreover, it i
uncertain to what extent the business acti
vities of wives and children will be pre
scribed.

The first official military involvement i
the business world came in 1957 whe
Colonel Ibau Sutowo, under orders, foun«
ed the state oil company then known i
Permina. Many state companies wel
formed that year as Dutch businesses we
nationalized. Since that time, the busine
activities of the military, officially co
doned or not, have spread greatly. 0
ginally this was justified by citing & lack
qualified civilian experis. In addition, t



