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PO Box 562, St P, Toronto M55 2T1 tel (416) 53]-5850; fax 588-5¢

556; email cafiet@interlog.corm; www.interlog com/~cafiet

Hon. Barbara McDougall
8 King St E.

Toronto, ON

M5C 1B5

Apustdd,1998-

Dear Ms. McDougall;

We're writing to you in connection with the current situation in East Timor. As you are no doubt aware,
Indonesia and Portugal last week signed an agreement for a vote in East Timor, on the options of autonomy or
independence for the territory, to be held on August 8 under UN auspices.

We strongly support this process and are committed to seeing it succeed. The agreement is very positive in
many ways; however, we do have some concern over the security situation in the territory. You are certainly
aware of the current level of violence in the territory, which could make it very difficult to hold a free and fair
ballot. We are also concerned that the Indonesian military, which is one of the parties to the conflict, has begn
left with the responsibility for security during the run-up to the vote, with only a small number of UN police

advisors on the ground.

We strongly feel that the chance for a genuinely free and fair vote will be much greater if there is a strong
international presence in East Timor throughout the period of preparation and the vote itself. Groups
concerned with human rights in East Timor are contacting many prominent Canadians to request that they
consider spending some time in East Timor, at any time between now and August 8. High-profile visits are
most valuable, as the presence of international visitors and international media is likely to act as a deterrent to
violence.

Visitors who have expertise and experience in international relations, human rights and election monitoring
are of course particularly valuable.

It is likely that the Canadian government will be involved in the process in some way, but nongovernmental
visitors also have a role to play.

We hope that you would seriously consider the possibility of paying a visit to East Timor. This could be a
significant contribution towards a peaceful and democratic solution to this long-standing problem. We are
certainly more than happy to discuss with you the logistics of a visit, the possibility of putting together a
delegation of prominent Canadians, and other issues and concerns.

If you think that you would not be able to make the trip to East Timor yourself, we would very much
appreciate any suggestions you might have as to other people who might do so.

Please do contact us if you have any questions.

Sincerely
5 C

/V-/z/

Maggie Helwig
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PO Box 562, Stn P, Toronto M5S 2T1  tel (416) 531-5850; fax 588-5556; email cafiet@interlog.com; www interlog.com/~cafiet

CAFIET Canadian Action for Indonesia and East Timor __;/” r

SPECIAL EMERGENCY APPEAL
International NGO Observers for East Timor Consultation
Donations needed today!

This is East Timor's moment of decision. We need your support now more
than we ever have before.

On May 5, 1999 Indonesia and Portugal signed an agreement for the United Nations to
conduct a "popular consultation" on "special autonomy" for East Timor on August 8,1999. If
the ballot is a free and fair reflection of the wishes of the people of East Timor, it will end the
long-standing violation of international law resulting from Indonesia's 1975 invasion of East
Timor and the ongoing military occupation.

The accord obligates Indonesia to take the necessary steps to repeal its annexation of East
Timor and transfer authority over the territory to the United Nations if the East Timorese
people reject autonomy. If the voters approve autonomy, Portugal and the U.N. will legally
recognize East Timor as part of Indonesia. For the first fime, the people of East Timor will be
able to decide their political status.

The International Federation for East Timor (IFET), of which CAFIET is a member, is
working to support United Nations efforts to ensure that the East Timorese people are able
to make that decision in an atmosphere free of coercion and terror. We are sending people
to East Timor to observe the consultation process. We will not campaign for or against
autonomy, but will be there to support the East Timorese people's right to decide for \
themselves.

But, as numerous first-hand and journalistic accounts have documented, the Indonesian
military and the paramilitary "civilian militias" it is supporting are trying to subvert the vote.
Violence against supporters of independence has reached horrific levels over the last several
weeks. The paramilitaries have killed more than 150 people since April, and forced more than
50,000 people to flee their homes, often inflicting violence against random civilians to create a
climate of universal fear.

The people of East Timor thus find themselves at a crossroads of crisis and opportunity. We
in the international community can help ensure that East Timor turns toward opportunity.

IFET observers will work primarily in three areas:

1. We will provide organized accompaniment, when requested, for East Timorese human
rights workers, high-profile personnel associated with local religious institutions, East
Timorese people campaigning for the consultation, and others who feel threatened.
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3. IFET personnel will observe the registration process, the campaign, the actual day of
balloting (including polling sites, people travelling to and from voting, and other r.elated
matters), as well as the transportation of ballots and the tallying of votes. We will issue a
report. Some of us will remain in East Timor after August 8 to observe that there is no

retaliatory violence and that subsequent steps proceed smoothly.

East Timor will coordinate this project on
logistical,

put the U.N. will

N. Code of

The International Federation for
the international level. The project will not receive any
security or financial support from the United Nations,
provide accreditation to [FET observers and we will follow the U.

Conduct for observers.

This is an urgently important project which could make a real difference in the fairness of th

vote, but it will require funding to be a success. We need to set up an office in East Timor, a1
hire staff to coordinate t i

: he project; if we can raise additional funds, we hope to be able to
subsidize the travel of volunteers (vo

Junteers will have to be responsible for their own livir
ex;aenses while in East Timor, and those who can pay for their own travel are urged to do
S0).

PLEASE MAKE A GENEROUS DONATION TODAY TO HELP MAKE
THIS PROJECT A REALITY.

You can send cheques made out to "CAFIET" and earmarked "IFET
Observers Project". This money will be used only for the IFET project. O
address is PO Box 562, Station P, Toronto, ON, M5S 25

We greatly appreciate your generosity in responding to this emergency
appeal, in addition to your ongoing support of CAFIET.

If you think you might want to be a volunteer for this project, plea :
Helwig, tel (416) 537-7290, e-mail maggie@uweb.net o ;] ’,\p e‘_{se SigtaciMagg!




PEACE IS POSSIBLE
IN EAST TIMOR
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On May 5, 1999 Indonesia and Portugal signed an agreement for the
United Nations to conduct a “popular consultation” on the political
status of East Timor, allowing the Timorese to choose between au-
tonomy within in Indonesia, and full independence. If the ballot — now
scheduled to take placein late August —isa free and fair reflection of the
wishes of the people of East Timor, it willend thelong-standjng violation
of international law resulting from Indonesia’s 1975 invasion of East

Timor and the ongoing military occupation.

This is a historic moment for East Timor, perhaps the most important
event since 1975. But, as numerous first-hand and journalistic accounts
have documented, the Indonesian military and the paramilitary “civil-
ian militias” it is supporting are trying to subvert the vote. Violence
against supporters of independence has reached horrific levels. The
paramilitaries have killed more than150 people since April, and forced
more than 50,000 people to flee their homes, often inflicting violence
against random civilians to create a climate of universal fear.

The people of East Timor thus find themselves at a crossroads of crisis
and opportunity. We in the international community can help ensure
that East Timor turns toward opportunity. For this reason, the Observers
Project Working Group of the International Federation for East Timor
(IFET) is encouraging individuals and groups to join our project to send
nonpartisan volunteer observers to East Timor to ensure a fair vote
without to the outcome. In addition to observing and reporting on the
campaign and voting process, IFET observers, by their visible presence
asrepresentatives of the world community, will help deter violent efforts
to subvert the process.

IFET observers will work primarily in three areas:

1. We will provide organized accompaniment, when requested, for East
Timorese human rights workers, high-profile personnel associated with
local religious institutions, East Timorese people campaigning for the
consultation, and others who feel threatened.

2. Our people in the field will monitor the human rights situation by
personal observation and byinterviews with religious personnel, public

officials, local non-governmental organizations, political activists, and
the population in general. These monitors will communicate their find-
ings to the IFET office in Dili which will report the information to U.N.
officials, journalists, governments and other appropriate authorities.

3.IFET personnel will observe the registration process, the campaign, the
actual day of balloting (including polling sites, people travelling to and
from voting, and other related matters), as well as the transportation of
ballots and the tallying of votes. We will issue a report. Some of us will
remain in East Timor after the vote to observe that there is no retaliatory
violence and that subsequent steps proceed smoothly.

As an international federation, IFET takes no position for or against the

proposed autonomy plan. We are in East Timor to ensure that the East

Timorese people are able to make that decision themselves. Our observ-

ers will be non-partisan; we will work with non-aligned groups in East
Timor as well as with various Indonesian non-governmental organiza-
tions, U.N. personnel, and other observer missions. IFET will also be in
contact with both pro-independence and pro-autonomy advocates, as
well as with Indonesian civilian and military officials, to ensure them
that we are not taking sides.

We need your help with this project!

First, we need volunteers. If you can spend three weeks or more in East
Timor, and particularly if you have experience in human rights,
nonviolent accompaniment or electoral monitoring, you may be a
suitable volunteer. People who can speak Indonesian or Portuguese
areespecially welcomed to apply. If you think you mightbe interested,
contact Maggie Helwig, maggie@web.net, (416) 537-7290. (Please be
aware that this is an unpaid position and you will probably be asked
to cover your own travel and living expenses). :

Second, we need funds. We have already opened an office in Dili; we
need to pay rent, buy office equipment, and probably bring in food for
volunteers so that we will not place a strain on the local food supply.
If we are able to raise enough money, we hope we can also provide
partial subsidies for qualified volunteers. Please donate generously.
You can write cheques to CAFIET, earmarked “IFET observers project”,
and mail them to PO Box 562, Station P, Toronto M5S 2T1.




Ministere des Affaires étrangeres
et du Commerce international

Department of Foreign A[imrs
and International Trade

CANADA

Ottawa, Ontario
K1A 0G2

July 6, 2000

Ms. Maggie Helwig

Canadian Action for Indonesia and East Timor
P. O. Box 562, Stn P

Toronto, Ontario

M6G 214

Dear Ms. Helwig:

On behalf of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Honourable Lloyd Axworthy, [ wish to thank
you for your E-mail messages of September 29, 1999 and January 25, 2000, concerning East
Timor. Minister Axworthy appreciates your support for his efforts in this matter. I regret the
delay in this reply.

I understand that you have discussed the TAPOL memorandum included with your E-mail of
January 25 with our East Timor desk officer, Ms. Nancy McKay-Dietrich.

The security situation in East Timor has improved dramatically in the past several months. The
approximately 600 peacekeepers that Canada contributed to the multinational peacekeeping
mission to East Timor have since returned home after completing their assignment.

As the matter of immigration to Canada is the responsibility of the Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration, the Honourable Elinor Caplan, I have taken the liberty of forwarding a copy of
your letter to her office.

The UN Transitional Administration for East Timor (UNTAET) is now administering East
Timor during the transition to independence, a period that could last between two and three
years. The Secretary of State (Asia-Pacific), the Honourable Raymond Chan, visited East Timor
from April 14 to 16. While there he announced on behalf of the Minister for International
Cooperation, the Honourable Maria Minna, a new Canadian contribution of $1.9 million to
UNTAET. The transfer of responsibility for East Timor’s security from the International Force
for East Timor (INTERFET) to UNTAET forces was completed in February. Minister Minna
has since announced that the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) has
established an $18 million assstance program for East Timor, with $7.4 million allocated for this
year.
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The status and safety of East Timorese refugees in West Timor remain a concern. By the end of
May these were estimated to number approximately 100,000 people. Although roughly half may
wish to stay in Indonesia permanently, the Indonesian government has signed an agreement with
the UN promising to allow the return from West Timor of those who so wish. Humanitarian
agency-sponsored flights, ferries and convoys have already helped return some 160,000
displaced East Timorese, again estimated at the end of May. A number of factors are inhibiting
the return of East Timorese in some areas. These factors include the harassment and
misinformation spread by the Indonesian militias in the refugee camps, the need to resolve the
issue of accumulated pension benefits accrued to East Timorese civil servants, and the frailty of
essential services and infrastructures in returnee communities in East Timor.

The Canadian government is seriously concerned about allegations of violence in the refugee
camps in West Timor, particularly against East Timorese women, and is investigating these
allegations through the Canadian Embassy in Jakarta. Embassy officers, including our
Ambassador, Mr. Ken Sunquist, have travelled to the camps on a regular basis, and Member of
Parliament Svend Robinson, accompanied by a Canadian officer, was there in April. Canada has
raised concerns about facilitating the return of East Timorese refugees at the highest levels of the
Indonesian government and in the UNSC, pressing for an end to militia intimidation. Access to
the camps has generally improved, and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees reports no
significant problems at present.

The international community must ensure that those who have committed atrocities in East
Timor are brought to justice. Canada strongly supported parallel investigations undertaken by
the UN’s International Commission of Inquiry and the Indonesian Human Rights Commission
into the crimes carried out against the people of East Timor. Both the UN and Indonesian
Commissions visited East Timor in November and December to collect evidence. The UN and
Indonesian inquiries’ reports were released on January 31. Canada applauds the in-depth
investigation carried out by the Indonesian Human Rights Commission and is heartened by its
concrete findings and by the commitment made by the Indonesian government to prosecute those
responsible for serious crimes. Canada strongly believes that there should be no impunity for
those who committed serious human rights abuses; we are pleased to see that an Indonesian
investigative panel on East Timor has been created, and we will monitor its investigation closely.
Canada assisted this investigation by sending a team of forensic experts to East Timor in March.
They completed their work by the end of April and have returned home.

In addition to the delivery of humanitarian assistance, Canada supports reconstruction and
reconciliation efforts for and by the East Timorese people and the early voluntary return of East
Timorese who remain in the refugee camps in West Timor. Canada provided during the fiscal
year ending March 31, 2000, approximately $7.6 million in development and humanitarian aid
for the people of East Timor, including emergency relief, longer-term capacity building, and
contributions to various UN efforts. Fifteen civilian police officers and trainers from Canada
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have been part of the UN’s efforts in East Timor.

I also note vour concern about the extension of credit by the Export Development Corporation
(EDC) to the PT TEL pulp and paper mill in South Sumatra. As you may know, EDC ha§

- approved this credit extension in consideration of its commercial and employment potential for
both Canada and Indonesia. Last year, Indonesia had its first democratic elections and chpse a
new president after having convened a new legislative assembly, which includes substantlally
reduced military representation. There is a dramatic growth in freedom of the press, academic
liberty, and in the numbers and political activism of non-governmental organizations. The ;
Canadian government is careful not to take measures against Indonesia that might endanger this

process of democratic reform.

Thank you again for writing.

Yours sincer

Southeast Asia Division

c.c. The Honourable Elinor Caplan, P. C., M.P.
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