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EAST TIMOR RELIEF APPEAL

SPONSORED BY: AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC RELIEF - AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
AUSTCARE ~ COMMUNITY AID ABROAD - FREEDOM FROM HUNGER CAMPAIGN - SAVE
THE CHILDREN FUND - ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY.
Chairman: Bill Hobbin, Information: Patrick Walsh,
P.O. Bax 395, 183 Gertrude St,
Canberra City 2601. Fitzroy 3065.
(03) 419.5588

(062) 48.0555

PRESS RELEASE

A Timorese Catholic priest, Father Francisco Fernandes, will
hold a press conference at 10.00 on Thursday morning, at

the offices of Action for World Development, 183 Gertrude St.,
Fitzroy (corner of Gertrude and George Sts, first floor).

Fr Fernandes has just returned from New York where he addressed
the United Nations on East Timor criticising Indonesia for its
abuses of human rights in East Timor and calling on the inter-
national community, and Australia in particular, to relieve the

humanitarian situation there.
Whilst in the US Fr Fernandes also spoke with Congressmen and
Church people sympathetic to East Timor.

Fr Fernandes also visited Europe and the Timorese refugee camps
in Portugal. He reports there are some 100 Timorese stranded in
Jakarta. Having sold everything to pay to leave East Timor

they are now being denied passports out of Indonesia.

Fr Fernandes has come to Melbourne to report on his visits to
the Timorese community here and to support them in their efforts
to reunite their families still divided, after four years,

between East Timor, Australia, and Portugal.

Fr Fernandes was himself a refugee in Indonesian Timor for 12
months (1975-6) and following that was f>r two years a member of
the refugee camps in Portugal.

Also present at the press conference will be a Timorese who
escaped from East Timor in May this year. He is one of a handful
of indizenous Timorese so far to make it to Australia and the
first to offer to speak publicly about the Indonesian presence
in East Timor of which he has an intimate knowledge.

Mr Joao Goncalves, the Timorese welfare officer in Melbourne, ,
will also attend.

Mr Bill Armstrong, Chairman of the Australian Council for Overseas

Aid (ACFQOA) sub-committee on East Timor, will also speak about
his committee's attitude on aid to East Timor and the general

situation.

19.12.79

For Further information, contact Pat Walsh - as above.

DONATIONS TO: G.P.O. BOX 9900, ALL CAPITAL CITIES
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While
remembering

World War Ii
let’'s not forget
East Timor

st Timor also was a World War II theatre of war. Our commandos
ired there defending Australia against the Japanese only 400 miles
from Darwin.
The Timorese were our allies in this struggle which vost them at
least 40,000 lives. The intelligence, food and transport they
supplied saved the lives of Australian soldiers and helped keep
their death toll down to an incredible 40 despite the presence of

yme 20,000 Japanese troops.

"I would have died if I hadn't had the support of the Timorese

lot of ue would have died". (Auetralian Commando; ABC
2~}

fio interview, 6.4.77)

5
Australia's debt to East Timor is incalculable. And thelr ex-
pectations of us high.
"...theve is ien't any doubt that the indigenous Timorese thinl
f Australia as 'The Big Brother'; and they think that, if
thing happens to them, that Australia will be there to look
em,.. just like we did in the war”. (as above)

£ 4 =i e » & PV
They need our sSupport now.
s of war since the invasion of East Timor by the Indonésian

rs w
army in 1975 have resulted in widespread death, starvation, disease
1 of people. Food, medicine, seed etc. are badly rneedad.

Y
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3

D
pe |
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y Portugal some 3000 Timorese refugees wait in makeshift camps
hoping against hope that some day they might make it to Australia.

2 : i o
hey need money and suapport.

In Australia, hundreds of Timorese wives, parents and children
seak the relesase of their loved oneg from Timor for family reunic
ners in Australisa. They too nesd money and support.

e trying to help. They are

A1 e‘rq7~~n fﬂun"17 af Churches,

F 5t Vineent d

contribution will help as to6 help
:esple of BEast Timor.

itions should be clearly #marked
ERST TIHDP RELIEF RPPEAL
sent €6 G.P.0. Box 9900 ,Melbourne
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East Timor Relief Appeal
T

W JGIAt sy spgesl for Rast Tiene was lawnahad on Sovewsr 18, 1579,
Me Appeal Ras been officially sessd: Saat Tisor Melisf Appeal,

e sEncies spanasring he appesl wre; Ahetralien Cathelio Belief, the
Asstralion Cowmail of Rarahas, hetosrs, Commmity AMd Mroad, Fresdom
from Sanger Campaian, Sawe the hildesn Pund, the 5S¢, Vinesne de FPayl S ety

e agpesl Balrmen (s BLil Bobbin of Fraedos from Bunges Campaign; #.0,
Ses M9, Canbmers, AC. Y. MGL, (081) 48.0485%%, Fatricok walsh of Aetiaon

for #arid e lopeent (s the spomal promotions Bairman: 187 Gervrude St,
Fltamy Mo, X85, (6 419,.5588,

eapons for she pesl

e appeal has hees laundfed %0 help slleviats the widespread suffaring 1a
East Timmw,

e Miy ACTGA regeet deowmentsd 3 situstion of severs salaverition,
fismane , aciasl and somodic dlaplascmment Al At FEOR STarvation
sffanting swry Hlatrios of East Tisws, T™his has sinae been gqraphizaliy
wnfirmmd by the Petar Rodger’s peports (Sydney Morning Rersla L7086, VLN
and Intsmational d Crass one of whose officiasls sald In Soveatier that
e ditustion i Bast Tiawr ia "8 bad as Mafrs and potantially a8 serisus
w Eampeahea®

Mie sicuation Ls malnly the result of four yesrs of war betwesn the
indummnian army Whiah lavaded Bast Timor in 1975 and the Timorese resistanas
Wiah hee laft owr 00,000 Tisseese dead, War, thoush much redoosd in
scale, omtinems. Starvation, disesse and salavtrition are rife among 3
Big pmromntags of the survivors nany of vhom are aow Liviag ia camps and
ey letaly dependent o outslds sid, Porthermore, Lt seems that no aid
L Ating % e may Dousends of pegpla stlll living is the Sountains
and B

Mo Intsmmational Md Cross Rewe made Lt clesar that there is plency of
songes for athey pelisf squencies vithost denger of Suplicstios,

fd Cross, the 8 Catholis milaf Servioms, the Catholic Charah in East
Flanr, i e Indonesien Poreiqn Misiswsy, Oy Moohtar, Rawe 3il appealed

far sesiatanas
Alian for Warid Gewe lopwent sarlier prepessd repnrts R other tws
Bimmnsions of the Zast Timer situstion that ave in dangey of belng forguttes,
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™e mmeting agreed toc present momu&““ﬁnm-ﬂ
L

33

Seak an appointment with the Minister for Poreign Affairs;
Mequest the return of ICN to Bsat Timer;

mmmm-muuum,mamnuum.
it was agread;
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* Bhe ICRD relief delegate has access o the booka/acvounts;
* Miabursemanta above a certain sum muet be approved by bBath
IR and IORC,

. a yrepressntative of the anditing fivm whioh oheoka IORC ascoounts
in Geneva will be allowed to go to Jakarta to andit the Timoy

aperation acoownt theyve,

. ICRC delegates in Timor aye empoweyed to cheok the avrival of
foodetulfa in Timov,

SNVURCES FOOINOTES
g g e e SR e

1)

-
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i4)

(5
(6)

M
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IORC Communication to National Red Cross Agencies, 2lat August, 197,
(Details of the proposed ICRC operation have been sent to Red Cross
fSogseties and Governments of Austyvalia, Austyia, Canada, Denmark,
Finland, Geymany, Japan, Netheylands, New Healand, Noyway, 8Sweden,
Switzerland, United Kingdom, U.2.A, and the R.B.C, as part of an

appeal for funda),
Private communication from Auwstralian Govemnment souree, 6th July, 197,

in early July, before the survey had been conducted, it waas expected
that the ICRC pervsonnel to be invelved in the Timoy operation would
be a My, Neukomm (Swisa, ICRC Relief expert), Dy, Grellety (Fyench and
Mya, Grellety (a gualified nurse). We have no confiymation of these

detalila,

IORC Communi cation, 21at Auguat, 1979, Without confirymation of the
location of theae place-names, we have assumed the following for the
purposes of this reporta

“Urato~Lari™ is Dato-Lari (and that thia {a the forwey
Fortuguese administration post near the south coast at a%4? a,
rather than the small hamlet of the same name neayr Baucau at
835" 8§, 126°20' B.).

“fumalia® ahould read Zumalai; "Lacrubar® should read Laclubar,
On our map, we are not confident of our placement of the name
“Natarbora",

ICRC Communication, 2lat Auguat, 1979,
ICRC Telex “Appeal for Bast Timor®, 17th Auguat, 1979,

ICRC Communication, 9th August, 1979, Mavasmus is a dangerous waating
of the body through malnutrition.

Operation details are provided in the ICRC Communication of 2lat Augwt,
1979,




Welcome ag the ICRC-gponsored aid programme s, the ton‘wanmot QJ‘::.

needs i the programme is a very limited one which will not
in Bast Timor today :

Qsperate Situation in Fast Timor

(1) The situation in Bast Timor - certainly those parts visited by the
:CRC delegates - iy desperate. Anyone familiar with the usually
d.w-k..y Statements of the ICRC will note the very strongly-worded

‘Cl‘lptionlof conditions in those villages and camps in East Timor.
s ;lldc:cnption; confirm the picture given in the A(;‘mA report
lettar. 24 are consistent with descriptions contained in recent
etters from East Timor.

o g:::fgx“mvm? went to East Timor to find the “50,000 most
75,000 ¢ Persons“ in Bast Timor and have found that 60,000 out of
Viilu People they have visited in Indonesian-controlled camps and
i 998 are in such condition, one must ask what ig the zituation
? other parts of the territory.

:::;:t:.t’ last year, there has been a flow of reports of very poor
oy Ons at Ermera, Remexio and Metinarowhere thousands of
uonac-m Camped. A letter from Dili (dated June 1979) told of
:@1‘ ‘slowly dying in the villages of Remexio, Turiscai, Maubara,
“::‘no and Suro. It appears that ICRC has not visited any of these

ICRC Relief Programme limited in gtse, soope, duration

{(3) Welcome as the food will be to the Bast Timorese who will receive it,
the ICRC - IRC Programme is very limited in size, gcope and duration,
:énci:‘ also very late in coming - though this is not the fault of the

Although the situation is far worse now than it was in 1975, the
ICRC operation in East Timor during the time of the short FRETILIN
administration was more extensive.

At that time, the ICRC programme involved:

B the service of 4 ICRC doctors;

- use of Dili hospital;
= provision of surgical, obstetric and paediatric services;

= direction of a blood collection programme;
= 24 hour/day casualty service;

~  tracing work;
= organisation of supply of basic drugs for East Timor;
distribution of emergency relief to the civilian population:

food, clothes, etc.
free access to all prisoners (including their hospitalization

where necessary).

resence is very small and will cease after six
:t:m:tmw:ls appear that the major role of the ICRC Relief
Specialist will be to attempt to ensure that the distribution of
food in Bast Timor occurs as planned. Whether one person can ensure
this remains to be seen. The medical part of the opouuon is clearly
a very minor aspect - accounting for less than 1% of the programme

budget.
‘ i : . : ounn'
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wisktation, Suring \ts curreat speration is East Thmes .

e Indmesias silitary adsioistration in Bast Timey has a
considnrable swbes of prisons (approsimately #0) in Bast Timer
whess. it is belisved, sy Tisorese are detaised & prisceess

of war of political prisoesis.
hars st four (4) prisess in Dilds

L. The Wilitary Police Prisen (Penjara Polisi Militer)
s Vila Yerde .
bhe  The Istelligeacs Frisos (Penjara Assisten Bate
Intell janl in Parel.
ih. The Army Prison (Fenjare Resisen Para-fosando Anghatan
Darat (RFEAD) ia Calmera.

Y. The Military Police Frison of Comarca in Ballde: the
ek n ”‘0

In addition, there are thres () prisons in sach of the 12
sdministrative centiss (Kabupatss) outaids DALL)

. MWlitary Police Prison.
A Army Prisoe (Fesjars Somando Distris militer: ®ODIM /

Mi. F.Y.7. Prison (logistios),

Littie is Anown about the aumbers of detalnees in thess prisens

o their condition, Thers have been, however, enough disturbing
reparts oves the m 197 « 1979 (rpeferring %, inter alia, torture
Bralovashing! to Justlfy a concem that Censva Conwentions are

teing obwe rved.

In regard to the Geneva Conventions, ICRC should also be permitied
to inwestigate claims of ssecutions without trlal.

!l
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™o eReoUted were .

AexanSring delis Aagusts Pires leite (47, mother)
Pelisherts Gogvesa laite (4%, father)

O l&ren

| i e

Baria Jaocliafore FPilomens Pires leite (17, Lobato's wide)
Deloe Maria Pires Laize (1S)

Rul Tameel Saptista Pizes Leite amd

Maria S Fatime Baptiste Pires Lelite (oeims, 12)

s

dores Pomtes Suemar (16, foster-child) .

Wssiny Perons
egorts and letters from Emxst Timor make Treguent references o
the "disgpearence"of people. Tinorese ogtside BEaxst Timor assume
tat "daispoearance” Deans death.

"Sany pecsle have already Sisappeared. . ... oW Day widows

of the mecemtly dsappeared walk around in a very distorbed
state, as thin as sheletoms™. (Jsly l4th, 1979

This 15 ot a recemt developoent. Pedple wiho sarrendered mnder
the Presidential Jomesty which expired on Ilst December, 1977,
have 25> Qsappeared.

The gemeral pictare agpears W be that FEETILIR leadership pecple
amd their melatives (T the third gemeratiom, according D ane
report) , ale-bodied literate nales coming down from the sountains
o servexder, and individuals from the elite, are being purged
ithough: there are sxoeptions I this gemeral patiters).

I a2 least some cases pecple have &sappeared afier surremdering
ad Seing "set free".

The following aze a few zames which fall iate this geasgal

SaTeITTY
Mene 30 ves Sdgardo Dos Anjos
Samecas Expos o Jose Alexandre Susmac
Juvesal Imacio Carios Oesar Oorreia
Joraelis Bspost™ Alarico Fernandes

Folitiacl sspeets of =4 to aw: Timer

i& m*&.mbm&m&m







fssr that & purye of HoSs WHe sontimas 5 TRSIsT
or ack to lesvs e cowntry will s sonducsed.

in ma-Rogust, the following message came from s civil servast @ Cils
asking hat ICRC e informwd of *he SitoRtioRs—

"y %o conmtact ICRC % Rely o8 get out sf RTaet Tiacy Decause we
ams in & lot of trouwsile. With the consent of e IO wa swesiled
Surse ves publicly bat wneil now we Raom Aot Neard swStisg definite
St getting ost. Rll e public servants ofic put thelir samss down

5 fave aow lest all thelr rights. Frow the 12t (of July™ wll now
N ist (of Roguet) we will luse owr jobs sompletaly. It's 90% ewrtain
we will Be killed., Thersfors ws Sag you oot 5f charity o o what

can fox as.”

MThis letter was written in Porouguese. It was posted cutsids
Timor to somid censorship By the Indonesisn military intelligencs.)

§
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baas af 18, af ,
mm!%ﬁ““mm'mm‘giml!hmmmvm
FRIALAVER 4R BVeR wares SFENRA havashalds in BiLL as s
nmmhtt‘m;g b “‘m&“smnhmwmqnmmmg

EASR GF the civil servants is but . beuade
mf:w w3, that 1a¥ge numbers of Rask Nmnnmm 'ip:fn'nm. .

THis is for am, ar a eamBinatian, of m Fallawing yaasans:

o m&i FRURLOR: (800 ass aligible to come ta Australia
l basis, w:qwé in prinsiple By bath the Auatsalian
TRAGRRSIAN Gavernments, But ta data lass than half
M’n AFFived Rare, Bihaie Tisaress, awen thouah siigible,
have et been allowed to leave Tiger far  peunian with
Familias abroad. COhiness Tivaress ¢ith ponsy hawe besn Bave
Susesasful .

(2) 9o sscape the diEfieultias associated with 1ife in Tises taday.
(3} Wafusdl m: wader Fndonasian cantral, This weuld sess
o Be by far the mast compelling veason, Indonesia has few
friends ameng the Timavese, inside ar autside Vimes,

The Lisbon p ta' papareed in July 1978 that 1t kaew af
31,000 Mmml m wishaed ta Jeave Bast Tisaw,

Alehough we have been plaading siues aup arvival i Australia, back in 1873,
with bath the Australian and Indonasian Gavernments foar the peunion of aus
Families in Australia, 1E was Bab unkld Japuary 1979 that whe fiest gioup
af pacpie arsived fram Yimar, 99 peaple selectad aut af the st af g0
By an Australian Temigration team who visived PilL last Ohpistmas, ajrdwed
in Parin oa the LAER Janvwary. Thay weve malnly eldariy peopla wha

eame o be reuniied with thair ehildeen hess.  Freonalstencies sbauaded 1a
ﬂm selaction, Hushands have been separated from theiy vhn and parsnia
have been separated From thely miner ehiidesn. Whaps 18 the lagle in Bhae?
Our plight was and Ls far Family FRURiaR, ROt Fo¥ mmy SepATAEIoN,

ia February ehis wm aurpriaingly and uwiespectadly, m Fipst group at
Rusbands arplvad: T Fiyat and apathay ais rmmq Ehem some days
bakar.  Thess nine huﬁwma Eraveiiod o Australia dipeckly fram Jakarea
ta Parkh withoaut any visas, Howayee, after eontack was with
Prbgration DFftelals 1n Canberea, Bhey wepe glven & LeRparaty viss fae m
week, They were latey allowsd ta apply for & change of status, _

Mfrer the arpival af this group of huskands, the sm;n
mim ahaw s eoncern regarding tilegal sntyy af Bask Mn mn
Ay .

 Whis eupesrn was Falasd duriag datly g;m mw! MM ».j,;(_.
»omnr in ehares simmuﬁmmo Y Beunian “ :
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o o would e issusd 3 vies withis 36 Rows of

WA IAY consacy ey =y e Jugtralian Tabasey 1w Takarea.
i“l‘ ey ﬂinw wndergs nedical tests and r-rws and

 Sound in good Heallth, ey wwid imuedisesly de
lsswsd with tickets to traws] fo Australis., 17 fomd
in Bad Health, tiey would Save to wait wesil “Heir
-‘mmwmmmm bt Caberra Tou
medical cleararmes

3 People st an the Jist e swyiwd in Jdkarts counld
alse agply 3¢ “me dusdralian Smbassy for 3 sermanens
residene”s viss for Iuwstralia. THeir applicadions
would e congidiswed within the aormal Lgemeration
mies and regulations, guided By e Numas system
introduced 3¢ the Segiaming of e current ysar.

Fraseme sivsation

Since e agrewmenwts reacied wi<y the Separtment of Immowration, Tusys
Taoe Seew o Lllegal arsrivals io muetralia.

Howerer, the Tmmlgradion awthorities Droke tie Igrsement afvsr swly

s wealkks,. Pusgle ars aow ang delaped in Jakardia oy periods swcsediag
ome mowtlh. The ssascon gieen iy dtad AL medical cleavamcss mst e
racuiwd frowm CaBerss. Jpparsntly Hers was av Suetralian Doctor im
Jalkaztas for e first S weks oFf the agrsement, et He tHew returmsd
o dutralia amd was ot replaced. When we asiked Wiy, we wre dold
et the asout of work did aot warrant 2 full-tise nedical officer i
Jakarts and ecauses of tie chawge on public fands, the Imlgration
Cegartamnd was wmable 4o congidey 3uch aw alllocation.

Whille the coet to the hustraliay sublic would e madael, s cost to
e Timowese secsple is dramatic.

Fow awvample, e woman Wiy asrived Wit Ses of Rer ddldrew i Jestraliz
in 190, lesving beitind Rer tustand ad six cildeen, as alresady Rad
o pay S&6 000 Brides, fares DLli~Jataris avd accomwdaticn in Jalkarta)
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