—_—— : — —

the ACTivist » February 1994 » 7

‘EAsT TiIMOR UPDATE

= =y

Number 30 — February 1, 1994

‘“ To resi

o = = e

st is to win”’

Resistance leader Xanana smuggles message out from Indonesian prison

The following is excerpled from a rﬂ.ugh,
unofficial (ranslation of an audiotape which
was recorded by East Timor resistance leader
Xanana Gusmao on December 7, 1993. It was
smuggled owt of Cipinang prison in Jakarta,
where Xanana is serving a 20-year sendence
It is being released lo the press by the
National Council of Maubere Resistance
(CNRM), which Xanana founded in the 1950s
as an umbrella for pro-independence groups.

The message painls a very different
picture from the one Indonesia’s ruling
generals would like to give of an
“integrated” Last Timor. Instead. it shows
that Xanana, East Timor's Nelson Mandela,
has not been silenced by prison. and neither
have the bulk of the people of Last Iimor

Xanana has on many occasions offered
(o sit down with Indonesia and talk peace.
CNRM overseas representative José Kamaos
Horta has issued a peace plan, which
envisions a referendum on self-determination
and evenlually an independent Fast Tinor
which would be a country with no army
lor copies of the original audiotape (in
Portuguese), please contact ETAN/A oronto

Today, December 7, 1993, we celebrate
the 18th anmiversary of the cowardly invasion
of our beloved counury, East Tumnor, We feel
the weight of 1% years of the conunued and

brutal military occupation of our country, in
the sweat of each day, n the blood of many
compatriots which is being spilled as a
consequence ol the crumnal repression of the
Indonesian assassins. We feel the weight of
eighteen years of our suffering which we
endure in the face of the ntelligence
machwery. After eighteen years we feel the
weight ol conscience as the patriots we are
and think how difficult it 18 to continue the
struggle again and again. We feel the weight
of 18 years on the Maubere (Timorese) soul
under siege from uncertainty and with our
most profound hopes always shaken, but we
are always fed by the flame of liberty, the cry
lor peace, and the thirst for victory.
An especially difficult year, this last one.
A year crowned once again by the
unsustainable desire of the occupatonists to
| make the Maubere Resistance be silent; A
| Year of moral testing, a year of political
hardship. Those who could not bear the
l violence of the storm. loday they continue to
have salt in their mouths: others who were

lhc!nselves and perhaps are now ashamed of
their smallness of spint—the munority who
prefer 1o choose the casy way, the life of
capitulation.

Brothers and companheiros in the
struggle, of we look into the past we sce that

10 15 history our resistance has endured many

difficult phases and extremely delicate
periods. '

of our people. The population of the whole
country was forced to abandon their houses,
their work, their lands and endure the first
epoch of famine.

From September 1977 1o November
19‘73_ was an extremely difficult period of
survival in the mountain bases of support.

Since December 7. 1975 the firs y:ur of
the war supplied the first umages of the drama

Intense bombardments of a people fiercely
encucled by dozens of battalions and forced
o march o circuits of starvation, disease and
death beaning witness o their own
exierminauion :

1979 marked the year of strategic defeat.
The Honored Nicolau Lobato (leader of East
Tumor after the capture of the country’s first
president) was slain on the baulefield, dozens
ol the Freulin (the Tumorese governing party)
Central Comumittee members were killed or
assassinated, another large number of Fretlin
Central Committee members surrendered.
taking with them 90% of the guernilla fighters
and weapons.

1980, more than the [irst wave of massacre
across the nauonal territory ... 70% of the
literate were pracucally exterminated while
(amine and disease reduced the population
skin and bones.

1981 was the second wave of massacre
and the beginning of mass imprisonment on
Atlauro island. Also in 1981. months before the
nauonal reorganization, we lost 4 members of
the Fretilin Central Committee, 3 compames of
the (Tunorese) Army, and many members and
people as the result of Operation Once And For
All, “Operasi Kikis," where all of the male

population was forcibly mobilized against the
guernlla resistance in the mountains.

In 1983 and 1984, the third wave of
inassacres surged again in the Nauonal
lerntory.

In 1985 o 1990, there was not a single
year that did not register destruction here and
there, imprisonments, tortures and disappear-
ances.

In 1991, the 12th of November (when
Indonesian soldiers opened fire on an unarmed
pro-independence demonstration. Killing 273
people) showed once again the high pnce of the

dedicauon of the young Timorese people. The
| 2th of November was the tesumony 1n blood
of the Timorese leaders in the capital. In spite
of everything the struggle continued and that
sea of blood served o reinforce the patnotic
conscience of our people and served to
reinforce the spint of responsibihity and the

spint of combat of the cadres of the Clandesune

Organization. The struggle 1s extremely

difficult in a truly prolonged resistance. A small

defenceless people 1n a piece-of country. It
COsts 50 much, 118 cosung so much and 1s
gowng to cost sull more, a resistance that 1s
always sustained by its own epergies, a
resistance that renews itself from its own ashes.,
a resistance that is always purified with its own
blood, sweat and tears.

Leaders and cadres of the clandesune
front, last year was a difficult year, a year of
emouons, a year of speculation, a year of real
rauma, moral, psychic and political. But in
spile of everything, the sacred flag of liberation
conunues to fly from the peak of Ramelau and
Matebian, from the peak of Kablake and
Tapamam mountains. Now, let us go brothers
and companheiros of the struggle, let us
proceed on our march to victory! ... Victory is
not an empty word. 1t 1s not a word of consola-
uon, and it 1s not the anesthetic of the struggle.
Victory 1s a concept - victory means Homeland.
All of our willing sacnfices o keep our
country. For our people viclory means
restitution of peace in our country and the
resttuuon of liberty for our people. We are
lighting because of that.

We resist in order 1o win, and we have to
win, and we will win with whatever difficulties
and ot whatever cost. ...

The big propaganda of the enemy this
year was that there 1s no one that 1s able to

i

conduct the struggle. They said that 1 the
jungle there are only ilhterates, .. [ asked
them U when Indonesia fought aganst the
Dutch all Indonesian people knew politics. all
pcople were masters...

It 1s not dufficult to understand that all
Indonesian politics 1s based upon the military,
that they are considered the brains and the
intellectuals of Indonesia. Retired generals
are placed 10 Golkar (the governing party)
and 1n the government; active generals are
given places in the provinces and as district
officials, sergeants in the hamlets and soldiers
in the neighborhoods. .

All of those who were born 1o 1975 are
now 18 years old, and our children begin to
fight 1n the womb of their mothers.. During
these 18 years of war there have been many
devastations. many cadres have disappeared.
but new leaders emerg:

\nd the stmeele

continues. In these |8 vears. there have been

many battles and many valuable commanders

have been Killed. But new commanders

emerge and the armed resistance conunues. ...

From 1975 to 1993 there have heen

many defence mumsters of Indonesia, many
nauonal commanders of ABRI (Indonesian
armed forces), many army commanders in
Dily, and hundreds of battalion and company
commanders that have operated in the jungle.
But from 1979 until this moment there have
been only 50 guernlla fighters, according to
the propaganda of (the Indonesian
government)....

[ declared that I recognize that the
military is defeated on the ground. but I did
not say that the (resistance) is defeated. In
other words, we recognize our incapacity (o
defeat the powerful (Indonesian army) by
military means: strategically we were and are
a small and weak army and unable to alter the
military situatuon. Yet, until today the barrels
of our weapons continue to sing the song of
the Liberation of our country. While we
recognize our mulitary incapacity, Jakarta has
o recognize its politcal incapacity on the

ground; on the ground of complex poliucal
struggle, on the ground ol pohitical actions
and relauons that develop 1n our country.
While the occupiers of our country do not
recognize thus, our guerridla fighters will not
vacillate and are always ready to give their
lives for the naton and for the people.

So, dear brothers and companheiros of
the struggle, let everyone throw off the
nightunare of this year, let everyone bring new
energy from within themselves, and let us
clanfy ourselves and prepare our bodies for
another year of the Resistance....

Fund for East Timorese
political prisoners

E TAN can now get funds
some of the hundreds of Fast

airectiv to

i'“l'“”.”‘.':‘-i‘ F?I‘ilt!l-ﬂll NrisOnNn|ars
:-q}|.|r1|. "'.i 1,1 t"1 I\l\lr!l :I.1l-|li: "\ 1'1.

[] ) L % % TaT
NACe: AR \.RJ". i ADDE0

1;,',|r1.|t"'|-|t"1'!""h" 'Mem O N

Il:.'.';.lltll .---:ll-uqt|1'§III r|TI,|LL|‘|rLI1h

anieec 1t vouLr i

I.I'i-
ll!l":ti‘ y WIth @ |

2Iialzl 'Ll 0 |

— .
=" ) % {9

|
1" 1"




